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fHE WOMAN AT THE
WELL,

ANCIENT Shechem, render-
d famcus in Old Testament
bstory by a variety of desply
ioterestine circumstances is in
the 4:h chapter of the G spal
by St. Juhn known as S, char.
¢This name seems to have
been & nickname, perhsps from
teker, ‘falsshood,” spoken of
idols in Hab. ii. 18; or from
shikkar,‘drunkard, in a'lusion
toIs, xxviit. 1.7 —such as the
Jews were fond of imposing
upon places they disuked;
snd notbing c-uld exceed the
eomi*ywhich exiswd be:ween
then and the Samaritans, who
possessed Shechem. S.eph n,
howevur,inbis bistorical retro-
epect, usel the preper and
sncient nan.e.—Acts vii. 16.

“Nct long after the tunes
of the New Testament, the
piaca received the name of
Neapolis, wh ch it stid retains
in the Arabic form, Naiblusg
being oze of the very few
names in FPalestine which
bave survived to the present
dsy. X¢ had probably siff r-
ed much, if it was not com-
pletely dectroyed, in the war
with the Romanps, and would
seem tn have been rebuilt by
Vespasian, and then to have
tsken this new name ; for the
cding of the city (of which
there are many) all bear the
inscription, Flavia Nespolis,

JESUS AND THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA.

the formor epithet, no deubt, derived’from | probable a church hai been gathered here by

Flavius Vespasian,

the apostle. Jastin Martyr was a native of

“There had already been converts to the | Neapolis, The nam3 ¢f Gsrmanus,,Bishop
Christian faith, under our Saviour, and it is } of Neapolis, occurs in A.D, 314, and other

bishops coatinue to by men-
tisned downto A D 533, when
the bishyp, J.hn, s el his
name &% thy € 0ol of Jorasa-
lom."—K T

Thoe M.slems, the Crusa-
ders, and the Siracens have
each, in turn, been its mas‘era,
It was fiaally taken from the
Christiaus in A.D. 1242, by
Atu Ali, and has remaiaed in
M>slem hands ever sioce.

“There i3 no reason to
q1estion that the present town
occn, ies the eite of the ancient
Shechem, The tawn itself is
long and narrow, cxtendiog
along the N E basa of Miunt
Ger.zim, and partly resting on
its dzclivity. Thastreats ara
narrow, the hoases high, and,
ia general, well builr, all of
stone, with Jomes upon the
ro.fs, as at Jerusalem. The
populati>n of the plice i3
est mated by Dr Oan, at & 000
or 10 009, of whow 500 or 600
sra Cunstians of the Greek
communion, and the rest M ss-
lems, wi.h the ex.eptlon of
about 150 Samaritaas, and
one-third that number of
Jows.”

In the Gospel by Joho,
we have one of the most 1n-
teresting of tho New Testa-
mopt Darratives. * And he
must nesds go through Sam-
aria, Then cometh he to the
city of Samaria, which is called

~ Syobar, near the parcel of
ground Jacob gave to his son J.seph,
Now, Jacob's well wasthere. ® ® ¢ There
come:h a women of Samaris to draw water,
Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink,”
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Now study our {llustration, which is drawn
by the great actist Doté. Iaving done 50,
let the mind dwell upon the conversation
and its conscquences :

1at. To the woman herself, When self-
condemned, she secks to changa the subject,
aud introduccs a controversial topic; but
our Lord, bent upon tho recovery of his lost
shoep, iostructs her in the spirituality of
tho worship God requires, Tbo place was
of no iiportance, whother io this mountain
(Gerizlm) or at Jeruealem. “God is a
Spirit, and they that worship him must
worship him in spirit and in truth” The
woman would feign dissat'sfaction with this
roply, aud asserts her confidence that, al-
though he would not settle the vexed ques-
tion, when Messiah cometh, which i3 Carlat,
“ He will tell us all things,"

Oar Lord roplied, “1 that speak unto
thee am he.” What a wonderful discovery.

2nd. Consrquences to the cilizens of
S8ychar; and,

3rd. To the disciples themselves; and,

4th. To tte world at large,

Study, with much prayerfuluess, John iv.
5-42,
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TAKE HEED BOW YOU HEAR

A HeATHEN Indlan woman onco said to a
Christian Indian, named Esther: I often
go to your meetings, and always hear some-
thing. One Sunday Iately the minister
cxactly described the state of my heart
Indeed, I fully thoaght he would soon say,
*There sits a woman who Is just what I
have been saying’ Do tell me how the
minister knows, and who it is that tells
him?®

“0 yes,” said Esther, “I will tell you.
The minister presches the pure word of God,

aud that word speaks to our hearts, If we
aro willing to listen to it, God works in our
hearts by hia Spirit, and shows us that it is
spoken to us, Then we see and hear what
i3 our real state; and every one thinks,
‘That was spoken to me!'"”

The wori of God is not a mere dead book
—it is “living and powerful, and sharper
than a two-edged sword;” and those who
hear and beed it will find it the word of
life and ealvation to their souls.

——— O

“HELPING TOO."

A DEar little girl waksned up oune night
when the wind was blowing hard. Sne
thought how nice and pleasant it was to
bave her warm, césy bed to Me in, and to
know that her dear msmma was right in
the next room. Then she thought of the
poor children who bhad mnot such a
pleasant home and kind parents. Then she
asked God to take care of those poor chil-
dren. Then she was quiet for a while, bnt
presently she added: “Aund to-morrow I'll
try and hunt them up and help too.”

The next morning she toléd her mamma
and little brother about it, Her mamma
was pleased, and brother sald he'd like to
help too. So mamma gave them each a
basket of nice things to carry tc some one
who did not bave any. The children were
very happy in “helping too,” and I am sure
G>d was pleased with them. He does n-t
want us to ask Him to do the things we
ought to do ourselves.

oG-

THE LIVING SOUL.

A MINISTER was trying to teach some
children that the soul would live after they
were alldead. They listened, but evidently
did not understand. Hs was not simple
enough. Spatching his watch from his poc-
ket, he said, “ James, what is this I hold in
ny hand?” “A watch, sir.” “A little
clock,” ssys another. “Do you see it?”
“Yes, sir.” “How do you koow it is a
watch1” ¢« Bzciuse it ticks, sir.” “Very
well, can any of you hearit tick? all of
you listen, now.” After a pause, “ Yes, sir;
we hesr it.”

Ho then took off the case, and held the
casv in one hand and the watch in th other;
“ Now, children, which is the watch? You
see there are two which look like watches?”
“The little one in your right hand, sir.”
“Very well, again,. Now I will take the
case and put it away down in my hat
Now let us ses *{ you caa hear the watch
ticking 1" “Yes, sir; wa hear {t1” ex-
claimed saveral voices.

“ Well, the watch can tick, and go, and
keep time, you ses, when the case is tsken

off, and pat in my hat. Tne wa'c goes
just as well. S»> it i3 with yon children.
Your body is uothing but the cise—the
body may be taken off and buried in the
ground, but the soul will live and think just
as this watch will go, as you see, when the
cage is tuken cfi’”’

EVENING AND MORNING.

A LiTILe child kuneeled down to pray,
And, listening, I heard her say:

“My Heavocrly Father, please to keep
Ma very safely while I sleep;

Forgive the faults thou'st seen to-day,
And if I wako aziin, oh, may

I thank thee from my heart, and try
To plecasa theo always, till I die.

For Josur’ sake. Amoan,”

Then on her pillow s0on she laid

Her bright-hsired, weary, little head;
Aud when the resy morning hroke,

That happy little heart awoke:

« ] thank thes, Fazher, for thy care;

I know thou heard’st my eveaing prayer;
Still kcap mc safa through all this day,
And may I never from thee stray,

For Jesus' sske, Amen.”

WHAT EDITH HATES.

Epiti hated two things, Her mother
often told her she must hate nothing but
sin. But she declared, and would stick to
it, that both of thesa were sin; they were
rum angd tobacco.

Whaat should lead her to hate these a9,
at her early age, for she is only eight years
old, is a great wounder to her friends, for
none of her family use them—neither her
father, brothers, uncles, or counsins. Her
mother bas often to reprove her for makiag
faces and speaking out when any person
calls who uses tobacco, It excites her 8o
when she smells i% that it is with great
difficulty she can keep guiet. She has no
fear of old or young men whea she finds
them in the hadit of using it.

We !ope Eiith will alwaya hate the's
two things, for sureiy they lead to sin.

J—

A LITTLE EVANGELIST,

A LITILE glrl, frail but very br'ght and
spiziraal, came to the altar. Her father,a
highly respected lawser sat in bis pew.
The child rose, went to her father, put
her arms about his neck. and whispered,
“Paps, I can't stay there without you”
The father wa3 deeply moved, and per-
mitted his little one to lead him forward as
a penitent seek:r.  The ¢ffzct on the audi-
ence was wonderfal. It was the turning
point in the work
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HOW IT HAPPENED,

“I's going now ty 1un away,"”

Said little Sammio Greer one day,
Then I can do jast as 1 ctoase;

Ul rever have to black wy shoes,

Or wash my faze or comb my hair,
I'll fiad a place, I know, sowme,where,
And nover have agam to fill

The old chip-basket, 8o I will.

“Good-bye, mamma," hesa'd, “gooi-bye !
Heo thought his mother then would cry.
She only said, “ Yeu going, deart?”

Anud dida'c shed one single tear,
“Tnere,n>w," 8sid Sammie Groear,“I know
She does not care it I do go,

Bu B.ilget does, she'll have to fill

The old chip-baske, so she w.ll,

But B:idget only said, ¢ Well, boy,
You off fo: sure ? I wish you joy."
And Sammie's little sister Kate,
Who swung upon the garden gate,
Said auxiously as he passed thrcuzh:
*“To-nipht, whatever will you do
‘When you can't get no ’lasses spreal
At supper-timo on top of bread 7"

Oue day from home and Sammis Greer's
Weak little heart was fell of fears;

He though# abou® “ Red Riding Hood,”
The wolf that met her in the wood,

Tha beanr-stilk boy who kapt'so mam
When ho heard the giant's “ Xee fo fum.”
Of tha dark night and the policeman,
And poor Sammic homeward ran.

Quick through the alley-way he sped,
And crawled in through the old wood-shed
The blg chip-basket he did fill,

He blacked his sho2s up with a will;

He washed his face and combed bis hair;
He went up to his mcther's chair;

And kissed her twice, and then he said,
“I'd like some 'Jasses top of bresd ”

LESSON NOTES.

FIRST QUARTEHR.
S7UDIEs 1IN THER NE™ TESTAMENT.
AD. 28]} Lessox VIIL [Feb, 17
THE TIMID WOMANS ToUcCH
Murk 5, 25, 35, Commit to mem. ve, 88, v
GOLDXN TEXT.
Ba not afraid, only believe.
OUTLINR.
1. The Touch of Faith, v. 25 29
2, The Woard of Power, v. 30 34
QUESTION3 POR HOME STUDY,
Who tried to got neir Jasus in a great
. crowd? A woman who had bsan sick
~ twelve years,

Ma'k 5 36

What did she thiuk ? Taat Jesus could
curo her.

To whom had she grne for help?t To
many phyticlana,

With what reault? She grow worss in-
stead of beiter.

What cil she want to touch? The gar-
ment ¢f Josus,

Why did she fear to speak to him?
cansg~ of the crowl,

What showed her great faith in Josus?
She tkouzht a touch would cure her,

What followed the touch? She was
h-aled at orce.

Was it Josus' garment that cured her?
No; it was Jesus himself,

Why dil Jesus ask who touched him?
e wan'ed the womsn to confess him ?

What did the woman do? She camo and
told all the tratb,

Was it easy for ber to do this? Noj;she
feared and trembled.

What does this teach us? That Jesus
wants us to own him,

What did Jesus say to the womanf{
“Thy faith hath made thee whol».”

What great laisson is here? That faith
in Jerus cavea.

WeRDS WITH LITTLE PROPLE,

Be-

L.et us Remember

Camne to Jesus to get help

That it was not Josus’ garment, but
Joans K i that cure-d hee,

That before she could ** go in peace ™
“he had o confess Jesus

Thix woman

Dcermyarn SvecrsTioN ~—~Confession  of
sin.
CATECHISM QUESTION.
20. Who were the Four Franqelists? St
Matthew, St. Ma-k, St Luke, and St. John;
who wrote the Four Gospela.

AD. 28] Lessox VI [Fob. 24
THE GREAT TEACHER AND THE TWELVR.

Marke. 100, IR

e Yy picnt, o
GOLLEN TEXT.

And they went out, and preached that
men should repent, 3Mark 6 12

OUTLIKE.
1. The Teacher, v. 1-6.
2. The Twelva, v, 7-13,
QUESTIONS POR HOME STGDY.
Where did Jesus now go?  To “ his own
country,” N.zareth.
Who went with him? His dieciples.
Wktere did Jesus teach oa the Sabbath
day? In the synsgogue.
Wto heard bim? His own countrymen.
Why were they astonished? At s
wiidom and pawer.
What did they ask ! Is not $his the son
of Mary.

.

Waat dii thay forget 1 Taat he was the
Son of Gad,
Wnat canreed tham to by effaaded or dis-
pleasad?  E.vy, ani lack of faith,
Whero did Jesus »ay a pophat is with.
cut honor 1 lu his own conntry.
W.y coull not Jesus do mighty works
thera! B causo of their unbelief.
Where did Josus g, traching and presch-
Ing1 Into the villages and towns,
Whom did he send firth to do the same
kind of work 7 s disciples.
What piwer did he give them? To heal
the sick, and cast out evil apirits,
What did they tell poople to dot To
repent.
What are true disciples dolng now?
The work to which Jesus calls them.
Who glves power for this work? The
Lord.
WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOFLEK,
The First Misslonaries.
The twelve disciplcs wero the first mls-
slonaries,
Jesus gent them to their own friends first,
Little dis -iples may be missionaries, too,
They may beaiu by belping at home.
“The least you do for Jesus,
Wili be precious in his sight.”
DocrrivaL SucGesTioN.—The Mission-
ary epirit.
CAILCHISM QUESTION,
21. Who were Ananias and Sapphira !
A man and ki3 wife who were struck dead
tor Iying to t*e Holy Sphis

WHAT BOYS AND GIRLS CAN DO

FOR MISSIONS,

LocKING through a missionary ireasurer’s
report, I noticed this clause: * Miss, Rags,
25 conty,” and I said to myself, “ That young
tady has a que:r name, and not a very pretty
one,either, A little further dowa the report
[ roticed again, “ Mise, R-g3, 45 cents,” and
I thought, Why, there must be a family of
rags in that town also! But when I came
to the third *Miss, Rags, 31 cents,” I found
that instesd of eaning a young lady, it
was 8 short way of writiog M s:ionary. I
then understood that hera and there some
one had carefolly put all the rags and
waste-raper into the ragbag and the money
received from the ragman had been sent to
the missionary society. H-re seemed to be
one answer to the question, “ What can boys
and girls do for ro’ssionary money 1"

Oa further a:udy of the subject, I dis-
covered thay rags were not the only things
to hive thy title of missionary, I fouad
Miss. Patchwork, Afiss. Berries, BAfi.s,
Flower-secds, and even Miss, Hena.
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A STorY Wirtnour WoRnDS.

DON'T PUT IT_OFF.
Soxk little folks are apt to say,
When asked their task to touch,
«I'll put it off just for tr-day;
It cannot matter much.”

But time is always on the wing,
You cannot stop its flight;

Then do at once your li.tle tasks;
You'll happier be ab night.

For little duties, if pnt cff,
Will end in “ Naver done ;"
Aund “By-and-by is time enough '
Has ruined many a one,

A BOY WHO WAS CURED OF
TEASING.

Bexxie BuxyING was a dear, funuy little
fellow, but he had one big fiu't. When
mamms 8aid * No,” Banuis acted as if he
dil not undersrand, aud whin d and fretted,
“Why can't I, mamma? Sav, mimwns,
whe can't 17 Munuws, please let wo. Whay
can't I?” You may bs sure that every
one grew tired of the whining veic~, and
poor mamia was r-ally sad over Biunic's
naugh:y habit.

O1n« morning Bannie was eati g & ¢rokie,
and Fido came up t5> hm jiwping an:
barkias, and askiog fir a bite as plunly as
a drg could ask. But Bunnis was not used
to doge, ard stood holdivg his coukis as
high as he cuu'd reach,

S il}, Fido barked and l:ap:d and woula
not let poo: funzhtenel Bounis take a riogl -
step. A lat the It le by could bear i. o
lor per, a~d b-gn to scream for he'p

Mawmma hesrd the frightered cry and rau
to sve what was the matier. When she
came into twe room she :aw in a mowmeant
tha: B-pnis was in no darger, a1d her eyes
bejan to twinkle *“Oh, msmums, take him
away, he sc f0 queer!” tcrenwed Beouve,
Mamwma swiled and said, * Wby, Fido 18
only wasing, Besuie, j ut as tome litcle
boys do.” Then she spoke sharply to Fido

aud sent him oub of the room, When he
bad gone Bennie ran and hid his fses in
mamma's lsp, and when he raised it sgiin
it wag a very sober lttle bry who said,
“ Mamma, Bonoie won't tease again—
neverl"

>

TAKING A PITCH-FORK TO CHURCH,

A SUNDAY-SCHOOL teicher was talking to
his class about cheerful obedience. Hw
gail: “ How ugly it is when mamma ]calls
you in the mornine and tells you it is time
to get up, to say, ‘Yes, mamma, I will get
up after awhile;’ or, ‘G, no, msmmsa, I
don't want to get np now;’ or, worse still,
to fret and cry, and be crozs.”

When he stopped, a little bey brizhtened
op aud said: * Oy, I wish sister would hear
hat, for it is 80 hard for mamma to get her
up 1n the morniag.”

Then a little g'rl looked up with beaming
eyes and s83i1: “ Frauky is so hard to get
up; and le gets 0 cross when mamma cal.s
him. ?

Ths teacher told the chillren that he
cled that uing & puch-f.rk in chureh.
1t is pizching the lexco 1 over to our ne'gh-
bour, Some biy folks do tha same thia..

- -

“AS B'G AS WE ARE”

ONE day the teacher of the i.f.nt class
sSkrd them this questior:—

“How big must you be to give your
heart tv Jesus? Must you be &s bi¢ as )
sm? Al tuat think ¢o 1a188 the haud,”

Q.u e a number b ught they must be ts
by us their teacuer,

“ Wel), all who do not think o raise tte
hand."

A good many hands were raised in re-
spoase to the iuvitation.

“ Well, Lizzie, how b'g do you think we
must be to give our hearts to Jesus?”

“Just as big a3 we are1” auswered the

Httls girl,

WHY SHE WAS DIS3SATISFI(ED,

“I THINK tha ria is viey provoking I”
said Bs sie, lyokiaz out of thy window,
with an azey feowa upoa her brow. “It
always raios whea I don't want it. Itis
spoilinz tha slides, and there won't bs an

nch of ica left in an hour to skate on,
Now, whero's my fun this af.ernoon, 1.

should like 10 know "

“Yu can stay at home and ssw,” said
fier aunt.

*]1 want to skate,” said Bassie,
rain is very provokiog.”

“The provoking is all in your own heart,
B -ssiv,” said her brother, “If you oaly had
blue sky insile, you would not mind the
rain outside.”

A BRAVE BOY,

A VIRY pleasant incident is that relatsd
of King C,rus when a boy, which shows he
wag both brave and wise. Hohad a grand-
father, called Astyages, who was King of
Madie, Whaen Cyrus was only twelve
years vld he went on a visit to his grand-
father, ani when there he ine day asked to
be allowed to act as cup-bearer to the King.
The request wss grauted ; so Cyras dressed
himself for his duty in the costume of a
page, aud, coming into the king's presence,
he balanced the wine-cup nicely on three
fingers, just a8 he had seen the regular officer
oansge it, and kneeling down, he handed
the cup to his grandfather. The old mmn
looked on, well rleased, smiled at his little
vrandsop, and told him that he bad done
nis daty very gracefully; but he had for-
gotten one very imaportant thing,

“ What is that, grandfather?” asked the
boy.

“Why, you should have poured ont some
of the wine into the palm of your hand and
tasted it yourself before you handed it to
we. Th:n I would have koown the wine
was all right,” This was always the custom
1n those cays, the cip-bearer fiest tasting
the wina before handing it to the kiog,

“No,” aaid the boy, “ L did not f rget it,
yrandfather.”

Said the grandfather, “ Why, then, did
you not do it, my child?”

“Becwse,” answered Cyrus, “I thought
there was p 1:0a in the 1 quor.”

“Poison, wy boy! Way could you
think so?"

“ Wby, graudfather, tbe other day, when
you gave a fca.t to the lords ia your court,
[ noticed, that after they drank the wine
they acted d ff rently. Taey becan.e ncisy,

and talked such silly ta'k. There must be
peison 1n it o make them do so. People
who drnk only wa'er don’c act so: it
quenches thelr thirst, and that is all”

-

“This




