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NOAH'S DOVE.

WT took one hundred and twenty years
J to build the ark, but wvhen if; ias cm

pleted God commanded Noah to take
8ome of every kind of beasts, birds, insects
etc., with hlm into the ark, and'to provide
food for themi while they should be con-
fined there. These ail followed Noah into
the -ark, for God made them gentie and
obeclient. Then God told Noah and hi.s
family, eight persons iu all, to enter thtf-
ark, and an angTel shut the door. But it
did not commence to rain until seven daysý
Lad passed. This gave the wicked peoplu
outside a chance to ridicule sti] i more, and
to think they were quite righf; in their un-
belief. At; the end of se%-en days it begaii
to rain, and the rain increased tiIl it poured
in torrents, for the '«windows of hecavenl
were opened.>

After the rain ceased it wva.s one hiundreCi
and fifty days before the waters were dried.
away. Af; length the ark rested upon one
of the rnountains of Ararat, in Asia. Near-
ly three inonths later the tops of the 1-oun-
tains could be seen. Forty days aftcr, Nolabi
opened the winidow of the ark and bent
ouf; a raven. The raven is a fierce bird,
and not liking the confinement of the ark,
tboughi there were no trees to be scen, if;
did not return. Then Noah chose a dove,
a-nd' put it out; of the window.% The dove i-3

a gentie, lovable bird, and finding nothing
but water, if; soon caine ag,çain to the ark,
perhaps peckecl at the window, and N~oah
put forth bis haind and f;ook if; in.
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Hle waited Seven days more, and then
sent out the dove again. In the evening
the dove returned, and when Noah took it
in, lo! he saw in its beak an olive-leaf which
it had plucked. This made Noah glad, for
now hie knew that the waters were nearly
dried away, and soon hie could step forth
upon the green earth. How they ail must
have loved the gentie dove, that had
brought them suchi glad tidings.

After waiting seven days more, hie sent
forth the dove again. This 'time it did not
return, so Noah knew that the waters wvere
drying away; but he waited patiently till
God told him to go out of the ark. To show
bis joy and thankfulness, Noah made à
heap of stones for an altar, and offered a
sacrifice to God. This sacrifice also remind-
ed him of the promised Saviour, who would
grive bis life a sacrifice for the world. God
wvas pleased with this act of Noah, and
promised him that lie would neyer again
bring a flood to destroy ail creatures. To
remind Noah and ail who should live after
'him of this promise, hie gave him a token.
What was this token ? It was the rainbow.
XVhen we look upon the clouds after a rain,
and see this bow of beautiful colours, it
shouid cail to mind God's kind promise to
N oah, and to us bis descendants.

But though God will neyer agrain de-
stroy the earth by a flood, hie bas plainly
toid us that some day lie -%ill destroy it by
fire. 2 Peter 3: 6, 7, 10, 12, 1.1. Our Sa-
viour bas told us that the days just prior to
bis second coming -%vi1i be like the days be-
fore the flood. Matt. 24: 37-39. Only a
few xviii believe, and watch for the signs
tliat proclaim bis coming, while many will
follow the example of those who iived be-
fore the flood. In wbicb class will we
choose to be found ?

"1Oh, tell me how the nations passed
Thc day before the flood;

Oh, did they k,-,w it was the la-st?
And did they call on God ?

«In inerrimezt their time is 8pent;
They sing and play, and dance away;

They eab and drink, and littie think
They stand on endless ruin's brink.

"Behold just Noah safely ride
«Upon the mighty deep;

While ail who once Ocd's word defied
Beneath the waters sleep.

CSudden as that tremendoiis day,
The Judgment hour will corne;

Thousands shall then be swept away,
And meet an awful doomn.

"Let me not count these worde a dream,
And still refuse to hear;

However far the time may seem,
Each hour it draws more near."

NELLIE F. HECALD.

Tke Sinbiew,.
TORONTO, AUGUST 21, 1880.

GOING TO SCHOOL.
ITTLE NelIy is on her way to, seohool,
and very cheerful and happy she
seems about it too. In one band she

carries ber siate, and in the other a bunch
of flowers for ber teacher. How beautiful
and sweet and pure are God's fair hiandi-
work, the flowers:

As if on living creatures,
XVhere'er my eye doth fafl,

On Bluebells and on Daisies,
I say Il-GodJ bless you al."

Take the summer blossoms
From the hbis and fields;

See what bounteous treasures
Mother Nature yields.

Take them with thanksgiving
From the grassy sod,

Always with remembrance
That they corne from God.

Take thern to the children
In the city street;

Take them to the crowded lanes
Where the lowly meet.
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Take thiem to the reeking hiaunts
0f fou], wicked iien;

Tb'ley may turn soine sinful hieart
To the rigbit again.

«Take thexu to soine darkened room,
Where, on humble cot,

Some poor, lonely sufferer
Thinks herseif forgot.

Take thexu as an offering,
From God's lo'ving band;

Letthem breathe their fragrance
Over ail the land.

So shahl many weary ones
Look up, and be glad;

So shahl rnany saddened one
Be less darkly sad..ý

So shall many wicked ones
Get soxue hint of good>

And God's june run round the worid,
As He meant it should.
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LESSON NOTES.

B.O. 1913.] LESSON VIII. [August 22.

THE MOENANT WITH ABRAM; or, Faith.

G,ê 15. 1.18. Commit Io memory verses 5.7.

GOLàDENI TEX'!.

Abrahain believed God, aDd it was counted

mnto hiai for rig<,hteousness.-Roni. 4. 3.

1. The stari-y host, v. 1-7.
2. The siain sacrifice, v. 8-12.
3. The smoking furnace, v. 13.1 8.

quieigTioNs ON Tu 1\LESsoNs.

1. Tlte starr 1&08t, v. 1-7.-What did God
say to Abram one ngi? IlI arn thy shield and
thy great reward." What did he promise to
Abram? A son who should possess the pro-
mise. What did God tell Abrani Vo look at? The
stars in the heavens. What did lie say to hlm?
ciSa many shalh thy seed be." How did Abram
receive God's promise? [GOLDEN TEX'r. 1What

does this mean?1 That God accept«d Abram as
a good ninn because lie believed in his promise.

2. The slain sacrifice, v. 8-12.-What did God
make with Abram? A covenant ôr agreement.
What -was the sign of Vhe covenant?1 An offer-
ing siain, and divided into two parts. Wliat
was then done? The persons wlio mnade the
ooivenant, walked between the pieces. Wbat
did this mean? .A promise to be faitliful to the
covenant. How did Abr-am prepare for the
oovenant? H1e killed and divided the offeriDg.
What did lie then do? 1 Re watched the pieces
ail day.

3. fTe emoking furnace, v. 13-18.-What
took place at nighl God spake to Abram'
What did God pi-omise to Abram 1 The ]and of
Canaan for Lus descendants. Whiat also did
God show lm ? The events that shotuld corne
Vo pass for ma.ny hiundred years. What didl
Abram then sea? A smoking furnace and a
burning lamup. Whsst wvbere these? The tokiens
of God's presence. What did they do? They
passed between the pieces of the offering-.
What dii Vhs show? That God agreed to the
covenant.

WOEDç IVITIU ILITTLbE PEOPLE.

1. Have God as your sliield and reward.
2. Believe fu]ly in God's promise.
3. Be truc Vo bis service.
4. IDepend upon birs covenant

B.C. 1898.1 LE'SSON Ix. [August 2§'
ABRAHAM'S INTERCESSION; or, Prayer.

Go't 18. 16-83. Coimmt b 7msntry versa8 23-G.
GOLDENf TEXT

R1e ever liveth to make intercession for thern.
-Heb. 7. 25.

O1UTLINE.
1. The trusted servant, v. 16-19.
2 The wicked oity, v. 20-22.
3. The fervent pleading, v. 23-33.

QU7ESTION¶S ON TUE JLESSON19.

1. The trusteci servant, V. 16-19.-Wbat did
God tell Abram soon after bis covenant?1 That
lie should have a naew naine. Wliat was his
new naine 1 Abraham. Wliat did it meau ?
IlThu father of nations." What did God also
say to, him 1 That ail nations should be biessed
in him. Why did God thus honour Abraham ?
Because hie tried to serve God fsithfully.

2. Thke wiced ciey, v. 20-22.-What cities
were very wicked? Sodoin and Gomorrali.
What did God intend to do?1 To see how wick-
ed they were. What was also hie; purpose?1 To
destroy thein for their sing.

3. l'le fer-vent pleading, v. 23-33 -What
did Aiiraliani do? 11He pleaded with God for the
wicked cities. Wherein was lie thus like Jesus?
[GOLDEN TEX'i.] What did lie say to God 1
bPerhaps there are fifcy good nien in the city.»-

Whiai did God say? That lie would not destroy
it if fifty good men were ln it. What wasAb
raham's uext prayer 1 That if forty-five good
men -.vere in it, it, nwght lie 51)aied. How did
Gad receive this prayer? R1e was willing, to
spare it for their sake. Wliat did Abraham
tMien ask 1 For the sake of forty. How did.
God answer? H1e %vas still willing. How many
turnes did .Abraham pray for Sodom ? Six tiines.
What was his Iast, prayer?1 That it niight he,
spared if ten good people were in it. What
did God say 1 "Iwill not destroy it for teu's
sake." What did this show? flow great is
God's willingness to save.

WORDS WITEK JLITTLE JPEOIPLJE.

1. Flead with God for others
2. Be earnest ln prayer.
3. Be bold ln prayer.
4. Be humble ln prayer
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