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CEFRISMAS
DREAMS.

This strange.look.
ing picture combines
a great variety of
objects. In the first
place we have the
blemad star o! Bath-
loera, thon the love-
ly angel figure Who
amem3 to be eingini
the immortal song,
',Glory tb God in
the highwst," and
another ange1 bond-

ngover the slee ping
chlfdren ini their cot,
dreming no doubt of
thefr fine Christmias
t ree ini the foreground
ivith its stralage fruit
of Christmas toys aud
burning candies.

-0-
FÂTHER

CHRISTMAS.
No one who lias

read of the Christmas
festivitiea of Old Eng-
]and cau overlook: the
yule log, whose cheery
blaze -bas enlivened
so maiiy Englieli
heartha. A heatheu
custore gave riss to
this praotioe also.
About the sme period
that we *keep aur
great festival, the
pagans used ta cele-
brate ",Yule.tide," or
welcorne to the new
year. The word "yule"
means festival of the
SUn. Those who
helped to carry the
ynle-log were con-
sidered Baie frarm the
power of spolia, and
those Who Bat round
the merry fire made
up quarrels and were
ab peaoe. Twoigs froma
thle log, kepb during
blie pear, were be-
lieved bo bo safoguards
againzb char!me

In early Urnes

~.

"V~

Çhristmas-tide was
niiirked by much ro-
joicing and rovelry.
A man, Who was
styled " Lord of Mis-
ru le," waq chosen ,to
superintend the fes-
tivities. Ho would
tako up bis abode in
the houae of a giest
lord, whore ho was
followed by a numur-
ous train, whom ho
ruled as king. Per-
haps these revelries
reached their highiet
pitch in the reign of
Edward the Sixth.

We must not for-
gel the feagts of this
season. A boar's head
ie stili soen on thei
Qneen'a table at
Christmas. In olden
day8 thîs dish,
crowned with roee-
marly, was rceived by
the Yuests with great
respect, ail standing
wlien it was brought
in,

The customi of
carol -singing je
thought ta date back
as far as the second
century. The word
IlcarulV " mcans a eong
of joy. In Holland
we lind, in addition
to carol-singing, thle
pret.ty customa of
carrying froru door to
door a star repre8ent-
ing that which once
,u M d the Magi.

Toew'ao gaz.e on
tbe star give the
you2fg men who bear
it aims for the poor.

As we thus glanco
at the varlous way8
ini which men in ail
circumstances have
celebrated the birth-
day of the Son of
God, do we not se
that there is a blessed
bondi loi syinpabby
amougst thei a&l, a
bond between bheCRRISTKÂ2 DREMS
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clîild rojoiciiug oer its Chitbnne4reo and
tho unknown baligavors who sang the tirAt
Carol lon g, long ngo; thoa bond of a coin-
lumî balief that the I3.be of Bothlehern
heoldg the Hceptro of tho world?Î Our
thoughts fly to tho low!>' m<anger wliere,
gîrawn by D)ivine love, ail nationt;, pooplet;,
Longuoil incet te oxclairn, in words whisc
COInp)loto fulfihnontt wo sec not ns yot.:
'«Uory te God in tho highaat, and on carth

peace, goed will toivard mon?"
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TUIE LEGENI) 0F TUEs SEVEN
Ž3LEF, ERS.

Tho lmperor Deciù., who persecutcd
the Christians, once came to Ephesus, and
ordercdl temples to bo buit in the city,
that ait! imight corne and sacrifice before
himi. Bc commanded that ail Christians
Fliould ba soughit out, and gvntheir
choico, either to worship the idoîls, or to
dlie.

Now there wero iii Ephesus savon young
mnu who rtfuiscd te sacrifice to the idols,
and reiirninesi in their bouses praying and
iiting. Ttiehy were accused before Decius,
and tl iy conf.:si.d that thoy wero Chris-
trnnm; but, inistead of putting them te
dentli nt unce, the Emperar gave them n
few day-î ta couîâiser. They took advan-
livre et tlm-ý to retire to 3lount Celion, near
ti 0 City, Where they dêtbrmined ta àide

thonslses <no of theni, Maichus by
flamo, Svcnt r,) the city in dis'guise te buy
>UUIU fond. 1-tit ho hlii ecateely got some
lsread wlîen lio hourd that Dcciu-q was
>.eaychilig foi- thein tu pt-theun tadeath.
lia 0 led htastily buck tu lus cassurades in the
enveri, and tid thin of tho einperor's
fury. Thoy were muuch alarmed; but
Malchus bade theun ont the brecd lhe had
brought, that they mi-lit ho strongthened
for their hour of trial. They ato, and

thon, as tho>' mat %vecping anxd épeaking ta
enc sunother, hy the wîlL of God thay fol!
a4le. Decins mouglit (<.r thoîli ovory-
M haro, but wîthotit .41îcc ,., and at mest,
thinking thoy titight i idiing in acavern,
lie blockcd up thn innuthi with atono,-, th<at
thev înight (lie 4f litiger

.Neîuriy four hundrcd yearî; paed, and
thero broko fort> in Ephesus n haoay,
denying the re.iurrection of the dead. Now,
it happenod that an Ephosian was building
a stable near Motint Cation, and finding a
pile of atones handy, ho took thaîn, and
thu'î operucd tho naeuth o! the cave. Thon
tho saon sloopers awoko, and it was te
thon as if tho>' had slopt but a sinuglo
nigbt. Tho>' bogan te a8k Malchus what
ho had learnt about the will of 'Decius
when ho was in the city.

"<Ha is goirig to hiunt us down," was the
repi>', "sei as te force us ta sacrifice to the
idols."

'a<Qed knows,» tho>' said, awe shall
nover do that."

Thay thon persuaded hlalchus te go
bacir te the cit>' te bu>' sorne noe brec.d.
Wh=n ho got near the gate, lie was sur-
prised toi sec over it a cross. On entermng
the city, hu beard people using the Lordes
naine, and ho was stili more perplexed.
"aYesterday, ne one dared bo pronounce
the naine of Jesus, and nom, it le on ever>'
one's lips. Wanderf al 1 1 can scarcel>' be-
liave mysaif ta ba in Epheaus." Ho en-
tered a baker's shop, and bouglit soma
loaves, but the baker etared at thse coin ho
gave hlm, and asked if ho lad faund a
trensure. The youth denied it, but the
baker would net helievo him, and showed
the coin tei others. The news quickly
.-pread that a young man haed. foad a large
troasure, and a crowd gnthored, and as
Mnlchus leoked over the people he ce nid net
sc a single face that ba knew. The gev-
ernor heard of the excitement, and ocrdered
the young mnan te bo brouglit beforo him.

fiWhere did you find the treasure 'a lie
asked.

I have net found an>'," 8aid Maichue,
«the coins are from. my own purse."l

"Then where do yau live ?
"flore in Ephesus."

«"Send for your relations, if they live
here."

'They liva bore eertaly," replied
Maichus and ho mentioned their names.

No such nlainles were knewn in tho
town. In compieto bewildernrt Maidhus3
cried eut, gala the naine of Qed, answer
me afew questions. Where je the Eni-
perer Decius? "

"Decius? why, ha died long ago," re-
plied the g)vernor.

Malchus replied, "'Ail I hear perplexes
nie more and more. riollow me, and Iwil
show yen my> comrades who, on)>' yester-
diy, lied wuth me ta a cava of Mount
(iolion, te escapa froun the cruelty of
Docius."

'aThe band of Ced is liera," said the
gevernor. Se ho and ail the people followed
àlaichus te the cave, And the>' entcred
it, and saw the martyrs seated, 'with their
faces freali and blooming as roses; se al
fail down and giorified God. The gaver-

nor gava thanks ta Gled, and said, III ne
you, as though I saw the Savieur restoring
Lazarus-." And thoy replied, IlBelieve usl
Qed bas raised us again for the faitlis
Bako, that ye may bolievo in the rosurrec.
tien of Vie dead."

Having thus spokon, thoy bowed their
honda, and their seule roturnod to their
Makor. And tha>' buried tbarn in the
carth whero thov elopt baforo, te 8eep on
until God aboulà rmise thora <gain.

ROWENA.

D3Y CARRIE FI 31ORRISON.

I'va got a littie cousin,
And Rowens le lier naine;

Sometimes when she Cciae ovar
We pilay juet the 'cu*est game.

We play> the floor's a jungle,
Like what Stanley' telle ab- ié.:

Then frein my ark of Noali
W. take the animais out.

And I get my little gun,
And I shoot 'arn with a stick;

And thon ah. Baya: IlHow cruel 1
I'm rosi 'fraid you'1l make lem s1ck."

But we set 'eni Up again,
And she shoots at 'em a while,

But ahe donat ever lit 'ar;
Saya abois 'fraid 8he'd make 'em 8pile.

But I can't rake up my mind
What does make lier shoot soi quser.

De y7ou s'pose Fihe's 'fraid te hit,
Or juet cWnt unles ehl' near?

A LITTLE BOY'S DOINGS.
It le oui>' a few years since our mission-

aries were firet allowed ta preand the Goi-
pel in the kingdozn of Corea. Perbas the
ver>' first Gospel seeda were sown'b>' a
converted Ohinese lad, who lad Iearned in
oe of the mission sdho'ols at Ningpo te
love the Savieur. When lie was about
nine yeara aid lis father took hirn with
hlm, on ona of hie; tmading expeditions ta the
Cerean capital Whila there the boy was
stoien and sold te the governor, who gave
him, tei lis wife as a present. Ha became
lier page, and would often try ta tell of
the Saviour lie leved and trusted, but se
would net listen.

Ona day ihis wouuanali dear littie baby
.girl died. She fait ver>' sorrclwful snd

loe>. Then sha rensembered the worda
her ittie page hail said about the love of
Jesus. Shie called the bey ta lier, and
asked him te tell the story again. Day b>'
day did this little Christian lad talk o! the
Saviour, until his mietress cama ta balieve
in and love Jesus as lier Friend and Be-
deemer.

Do an>' of yen speak o! Jeans ta those,
wlie know him net? Seo what the little
Chineaeg boy, oui>' nina years old, couid do;'
and how lie taugit, the ridi and. noble lady7
te love Jeans, and thon ask T<omrsel:
<What mn1do for my Saviour la



HTAPPY DAYS.

MMETL FRED ANI) TEE BUBBLES.

iir MII.A a, UgwiTr.

The. pretty balle' O1 givo meono
1 want te Lake it out with ine

To play with and~ ta rail around.
Wliat protty colours 1 Lob me ae 1

ne eauRbt the. bubble in his hv.nd,
And lo il ho found remaining thero

Naught but a drap of wator ecar,
Tho rest was gane; hoe knew nal where.

The glittering bal, with oolaurs fair,
Rad turn.d coniplet.ely jute air.

LESSON NOTES.

FirtST QIJAR.TBR.
WTtDIXB IN TRE GOSP'EL BT MATrIIEW.

L mw » 1.

MEUS AND JOHN.

Malt 3. 7-17.

[Jan. 2.

Memory versas, 18.17.

GOLDEN TIlT.

Thi l in oloved Son, in whom I amn
loa lc-miatI. 3. 17.

OUTLMN.

1. Johnse Address ta the Pharisees snd
Saddncees, v. 7-12.

2. John baptizes Christ, v. 18-15.
28. The Dascent o! the. Holy Spirit on

jesus, v. 16, 17.

ME LESSON BTOBT.

W. open the New Year with a series of
louons aon tire life of Christ as reported by
Matîhew, one of his disciples, who ieft hie
place at tire seat of custome and gave up
ail ta foUlow the Savic,;Àr.

In tria firsI lesson we learu of Christ's
baptiai. by John. Joht, was six monthe
aider than Jeans, snd is called thre IIFore-
runner of Christ." Ho was the II voice of
one crying in the wildernes, Prepare ye
the. wsy of thre Lard." He lived in a re-
tired way ini tire wildorness unhil ho was
thirty yeara old. Tien six menthe hofore
Chriat'a public appearance ho began preach-
ing reetance througiiont Judea. Re
dreisdplike an anciont, prophet ".d Iived
on the simple8t faro.

One day ho was baptizing in tire Jordan
wiron soine prend, soîf-rigiteous Pharisees
and Sadducees came ta hime. Tires. hie re-
buked by cailing themn a IIgeneration of
vipers:' and warrred thera ta ho truly re-
pentant instesd of making merely a vain
show of il. Re told thom of the Christ ta
corne who 'wouid baptize with thre Holy
Giroat and with fire, whose ehoe's i5tchet ho
was nal worthy ta unfasten. A litIle
later this ame Christ came ta him to bo
baptized. A.t first John protested, deexu-
ing himieif nnworthy, but Jeans said,
IISuifer it to be se now." He wi8hed te
set the examplr. and show that ho was
senumbered with thre transgrsors," for ho
ad torne, ta bear tii. «Iaine of the world'"

M ________________________________ M ________- - - -

Therofaro ho was bnptizod, and lai thle
hoavens openod, and the Spirit of Ood do-
scend6d upan hM like a dovo, and a vaice
frorn heavon said, "IThis je m7' bolov'od
Son, in whom 1 arn well pleasod.'

LESSON IELPS FOR XEKRY DAT,

Mon. Stndy Isaiair 40. 1.5.
Tus.tudy Matthow 1. 2.1

JVed. Road of Chrisi's divine nature.
John 1. 1-4; Rab. 1. 2, 3.

Thiur. Ris human nature. Hia descont.
2 Samn. 7. 12-10.

Fi John's witnoss. John 1. 15.28.
Sat. Bohold the Lamb 1 John 1. 29-37.
Sun. Sent beforo. John 3. M~-26.

QUESTIONS ON TRE LESSON BTORY.

Who was John tho Baptist? Whero
had hoe pas8ed hie yonth ? Wirat was ire
called ? What deca prophecy say of him ?
What did ho preacir? \Vhere did ho bap-
tize ? 'Who camne to huma? What did ie
say te thon? Did Jeans coma ta o bbp.
tized ? Why? What came down from
heaven ? What did thre voice luiy ?

LESSONS FOR Me,

Net to ho a hypocrite.
To set a good ersmple whenever

as Je8ns did.

lxssoN II.

I can,

[Jan. 9.

MEUS TEMPTED.

Matthow 4. 1-11. Memory veraes, 4-11.

GOLDEN TEXT.

For in thut ho himsel! hatir snffered
beiug tempted, ho ia able ta auccour thon'
tirat are temptect-Hleb. 2. 18.

OUTLINE.

1. Tire Teetiug, v. 1.
2. Temptcrtiou Through thre Body, v. 2.4.
3. Temptation ta Gain Oood Thinga by

False Faitir, v. 5-7.
4. Temptation to Gain Succeass by Wrong

Doing, v. 8-11.

TMX LESSON STORY.

Shortly aftr tire baptism, of Jeans ho
weut inta the wilderuessand was there
ternpted of thre devil. This testing battle
wath evil before hoe entera on hie life-work
was tire closing ovent o! ii preparution.
Af ter thie Jeaus appeaus aniong thre people
aud reveals himself as tire Messiah, the
Saviaur of mankind. Jeans was ',full of
tihe Holy Ohost," aud il was in obedience
ta tire cali o! tire Spirit that ho went off te
tris lonely place. There ho remuiucd
forty days snd forby nigirts, dnriug -which'
ime hoe fasted, so ho waa very hungry.

The devii, knowiiig tis, thongirt ta tempt
mn by suggestiug ta iir te change atones

into bread, and therehy show isa divine
power. But thua Jeans refuaed te do,

say Ilg "Man shalH ual live by bread
alae, but tirat God would provide otirer
kinds of food lu hie own time sud way.

Thon Satan tried ta tenipt hum in an-
other way by takimg hmn te tire top of tire

temple and urging him to eut liuisoif
down and ta provo thal ho wua tho Son of
Ond. Ang-ils wero to help bixu. This aleo
Josus refued to do, thaugh bad ho wishod
ho could have suuunoned legions of anues.

Having failad again. Satan resortod te a
third mothod of ternpting tho Son of God,
but ini thit, ho faiikd a uttor)y an ho had
donc boforo. Ho lad Jesa to tho suinrmit
of a mouritain and ahowod him all the
kingdoms of theo world, aaying tiat ho
would give hiru ail theo things If ho
would fal down and war8hip him.

As befare, Jeu reaisted thre entreatios
of tho tomnptor and rebukod hum by saying,
«IGo etic hence, Satan," and immuedistely
the tompted and tried, who had conquored
sin, was snrrounded by angols.

LESSON IHELPS FOR EVERY D&Y.

Mcm. Josus temptod. MatI. 4. 1.11.
Tues. II<Nat by brcad alone." Dont. 8. 1-6.
Wed. The tempter. 1 Peter 5. 6-11.
Thur. Safoty of the godly. Paalni 91. 1-12.
Fri. Enduring temptation. James 1.

12-17.
Bat. Tempted, but 'without cdu. Rob. 4.

11-16.
Sun. Ahie te heip. Hob. 2. 9 18.

QUESTIONS ON TUE LESSON STOUT,

Where did Jeans go a! 1er hie baptiamu
How long was ho thare? Did ho e'%t
dnring that tinie Who camne te tempt
him? Hfow was Jeans fir8t temptedi
What did ho reply to the. devil ? How
waa ho teapted the second tirne? What
reply did irr- niake? What xnethod did
Satan try the third lime? Did Jeas

* 'Id ta tho wiiea o! thre dovil? 1 ow did
esus robuke Satan?î Who came and

mainistered ta Jeass

LZSSONS FORME

To rast Satan when ho tompta mie.
To turn my back an sin..
To ho strong under temptation and be

ual afraid to face it.

A LESSON FOR TEIE BOYS.
Donald snd Bob were going a-fiehing
"IPlease lot nie go with you," ad tlouir

littlo brother, Jamie.
IlNa; you can't go," said Donald.
Janie wua very aflgry. Ho went down

to the boat in which isbrothera were
placing their fishing-tacklo. Ro took out
their lunch-box and theizr net for catching
hait, snd hid them away. But as %oon a
tire boys wero gono hoe feit ashatued and
8orry. Ho ran ta tire & ier-bank with thre
box and net; but the boys were ont of
sigirt, and Jamie set down and cried.

Donald aud Bob were angry when they
found ont what Jamie had donc. So they
did nlot have a very pleasant time. Wheu
tbey got home Jamnie came ta them saying

"Imvery sorry I took your thinge; 1 Il
nover do s0 again."

IIWell, wde'r sorry we didn't tako you,"
said ire boyi'.

Tihe t thing to do mith a wrang is to
own is and ask forgiveneas.

103



104 T1AP1'% 1)XYb.

LlARK i THE HER&LD ANGELS
SING.

Harki1 the horald angeis sing,
IlGlory ta the uew-barn King,
?Pese on carth, and raorcy mild;
God and sinnera reconciled."

Joyful, ali ye natl..ns lise,
Join the triumph af the skies;
Wlth angelic hasts proclaini
"lChrist la barri in Bethlehem."

Mild he lay8 his glory by,
Born that mani no mato may die,
Barni ta rais the sons af earth,
Born ta give them, second birth.

WHAT THEY DID.

«What le it? " asked Rose.
"Corne into the carnier and l'Il tell yau,"

saîd Tom.
Theon Rase and Tom put their heads ta-

gother and whispered.
'lNext Saturday wili ho Christmas,"

said Tom.
"XVe shall got lots of thîing8," said

Rase.
"The poor children over the way wiii

not get anything," said Tom. "IJuat think,
Rose, they never hoard ai hanging up
8tockinga."

"lPour littie tata! cried Rose.
Thon Tom and Rase whiapored many

other things. They ran ta the playroom,
and caunted their tays, anid put ever sa
many of these in a heap on the floor.

IlWe meant ta keep thein ail aur lives,"
said Rase.

"lBut nov we have found something
botter ta do with them," said Tom. Il
wish that wo had mauey enough for the
obher tiing."

The nîght beforo Christmnas they rau
over the way and asked Grandmother
Rule ta ]enid them four stockings.=They
filled the atockings with toys and games
and picture-books, and hung theni ai thej
foot af the bedtitead where the four chil-
dren were asi1eep.

" Won'L they be glad 1 1 said aid Mra,
Ruie. I wiii waken themnirt daylight,"

"OGranraothor Rule wiii open her eyes
wido when she oses what le on the chair,"
whi8pered Rose. Mother and father had
ho! ped theni with l'money for the other
tbing," su that Base and Tam could buy a
big turkey too for the famxily over the
way.

Hurrah for Ohnistraas ! What a glad
day lb was for ail 1 But 1 should flot be
surprised ta hear that Base anid Tom were
made more glad by what they gave than
by ail the fine gifts that camne ta theni.

Rase said, IlMother, 1 have chosen, a
beautifai text for the New Year-what
Jesus said: 'It je mare biessed ta, givo
than ta receive"'

COUNTINO UJP RER MERCIES.
Once thero vas a poar aid wornan ait-

ting ini a chimney corner, and she aiways
loaked sa happy that peuple wondered,
who saw ber ben., tired aid ahoulders and
her wrinkled face and ber kriatty, pair--
twisted handu At Irat samebody said:

ciGrauny, what are yon doii2g there al
day? How do you pass the ime?"

IlCaunting up my meries, dean!" ' she
answered cheiiy. Il<Such a biessed lot of
'oui! 'You can't tbirik bow many nov
ones I find overy morninig

--fte c
Make it a point always ta ho an tinie

for Sunday-schooi; in fact, mako it a rmie
of li1e ta, be prompt in keoping any anid ali
engagements.

à CHRISTMAS$ CAROL

Listen, childrcn ta the mnusic
That theolad chu rch balle do make:

Ringing out this Christmnas morning,
For the dear Recomer's sako;

'ie hieq birthday, and we kecp it
In this lovely land of ours:

I the farnihoruse, cottage, miansion,
Pleasantly wc pase tho hours.

Long ago, ini flthiohem'a stable,
Christ was born, the baby. King;

"Peace an eartb," the watching ohephords
Heard the hoiy aDgels sing.

And the music has not ceased,
But ban througyh the ages rolied,
And «good wilI ainang the nations

Ras increased a thousandfold,

Let aur hearts bo full of sunshine,
Though the frost is on the pane

And oid Winter, keen but kindiy,
Corne ta visit us again.

And with snowy robé ho cuvera
Ail the bleak and barren ground,

And makes fairy forms of beauty
Where the leafiess trees abound.

Ring, y. belle!1 'Lis sweet to listen;
-4Sing, ye waita, outaide th. door,

Echoes of that wondrons munsic
That vas heard in days of yore.

Decarate the hanse with holly,
Let the bright rad berries shine,

While we celebrate the birthday
0f aur loving Lord divine.

HOME SU.NSHIINE.
Eight sorrowful littie faces pressed

against the 'windows iooking out at the fait-
ing rain. Raindrop., and cioude outside and
teardrops and frowns inside-it vas hard
ta tell which, was the glooniier o* the two.

IWhy, what ie the matter 1"I cried. Aunt
Sue, carning ini fiesh and rosy front her
walk iu the rain, and lookîng in surprise
at the sad faces.

ccWhy, we ail wanted ta play croquet,"
said Mabel, sadty. IlOur nov set carne
last night, and vo wanted ta use it the first
thing this xnorning; and naw ib's raining,
and vo can't go ont or do anything but
have a horrid time."

Il WoiI, iL îe too bad if Yeu muet have a
storrny day indoars as weil as ont,"' Âunt
Sue answered. IlNov, I should think that
ei ht little cousins could niake ail th. suit-
ehine they wanted even if it did rairi and
spoil their croquet-party. Why wontdn't
a game of blindrnans buif ha just as pleas-
ant? 'You cari ha-ve the large dining-room
ta play in, and move the table into the
corner. There ! 1 ee saine sunshiny ami!..
already. Now, don't lot me see any more
claude on 'hase dear litile faces."

tI a few moments the raindrop8 pattered
againat the windows un.heeded, for the chu-l
dren were onjoying their game. Eveia Friak
joined in the fun, and barked se oiaiiy as if
ho wore trying te svell the merry laughter.

Now, vas it not far viser to mtake mmn-
shine ai b. ..ne than ta monum aven the CU- ,

appointaient the rain brough&,

" HÂRK, THiE fEBRILD ANGELS SING."
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