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Japan.
From Miss VEazey, 14 Torn Zaka, AzaBu, Tokyo,
N AMarch 237d, 1899.

DURING my stay at home last year, I was frequently
asked yuestions relative to Sabbath observance in
Japan whether we had any real Sunday here, and, if so,
how it was obscrved, and kindred yueries. I have thought,
therefore, that it might be of interest to our auailiaries in
general to hear sumething of Sunday as we know it here,
and how the day is spent in our schoul, where, as at home,
it furms one of the brightest and happiest days of the seven.
Japan as a country has as yet no Sabba.h, for although
Sunday is now cummonly observed as a holiday in all
government offices, banks, etc., and in the government
schuols, the great mass of the laboring people do not know
it as a day of rest even, and a day of worship it is not of
course to any cxcept the one or two in each thousand who
have accepted the Christian faith. Buddhlsm and Shinto

TR T




NG

2 MONTHLY LETTER.

ism do not provide for any regular day of worship or
religious instruction, all days, outside of the special foast
days and anniversaries of departed friends, being alike in
the temples. It is, therefore, no easy thing for a man or
woman who becowes a Christian to begin at once an
observance of the Lord’s Day as taught in God’s Word.
To their non-Christian friends there is neither right nor
reason in the closing of shops or stopping of work on this
one day more than on others, and not until the Christian
himself comes to realize something of the privileges and
blessing which come to him personally through the keeping
of the Sabbath do we find it kept in the spirit. How
much we who have had our homes in a Christian land, owe
to the land of our birth, and to our Christian parentage and
training, we cannot fully realize until we come to a land
where even for the Christian pastors Sunday has none of
the hallowed associations that from childhood made it so
much to us.

The fact that Sunday is a holiday in the schools is a great
help in maintaining Sunday Schools, as otherwise it would
be difficult to get any children to attend outside of our
own work. The next gencration of Japanese Christians
will, we hope, bave richer memories of the Sabbath than
the present Christians can have, and we can only pray that
before a second generation has grown up, Japan as a land
may have come to know a Christian Sabbath, and with it
the *‘ Righteousness that exalteth a nation.”

I would like now to carry you briefly through one of our
Sundays in Azabu, that you may see somewhat of the
contrast that it would present to a girl coming from a
heathen home into the atmosphere of one of these Chris-
tian schools. The day is shortened a little at each end, for
an extra half-hour on Sunday morning seems to be as wel-
come here as at home, and there being no special morning
duties for the girls as on other days, no hurry is caused by the
extra nap, so the rising bell, which rings at 6 o’clock on
other mornings does not disturb us until 6.30 on Sundays.
Breakfast is at 7.30, and prayers, which come at 8 on
school mornings are held at 8.45 on Sundays, when all
assemble for Sunday School, the Japanese teachers as well
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as the daily students coming in for Bible lessons. At 9.45
a long procession, including teachers, pupils and scrvants,
forms for the short walk up the hill to the church, where
we are glad to sec a good congregation outside of the
pupils from the two schools. A little time for excrcise
intervenes between the return from church and dinner,
which is at 12, and at 12.50 two class-mectings arc held,
attended by all the Christian girls and those who of their
own desire wish to attend, a request to enter these classes
being equivalent to the declaration of a girl’s desire to
become a Christian. On coming from class-meeting at
1.30, twelve of the older girls go off in groups to the four
Cunday Schools where we have work, three of them being
in the poor districts, and the fourth the regular church
Sunday School, to which we furnish three teachers in
addition to the one of our number who goes to eonduct an
English Bible-class for young men, which is well attended.

Another one of the foreign teachers accompanics the girls
who go to the poor districts, visiting the three schools in
turn, in order better to help them by suggestion and
criticism at the normal class held with them on Wednesdays.
A third lady goes with one of the Bible women to a distant
part of the city visiting two of the church Sunday Schools
there and teaching the singing, then holding a woman’s
meeting at the close of the last one.

In the meantime at the school the “quiet hour” has
been rung in, and the pupils who have not gone out to
teach, spend from two to four o’clock in their rooms, rest-
ing or reading, the older ones with English books or papers,
the younger ones with something in the way of Christian
literature in their own tongue. At four o’clock the girls
who have been in their rooms through the afternoun
asstmble for a half hour praycrmecting together, led by
onc of their number. A period for recreation follows, and
then at ten minutes past five all gather in one of the large
school-rooms for the Sunday afternoon *sing,” when famil
iar and favorite hymns are called for and sung in English
and Japanese alternately, the girls being very fond of many
of our favorites in the Canadian Hymnal.

The evening service at the church is not until seven, and
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in the bour intervening between tea and church going, the
girls gather in little groups here and there, sume for quict
conversation among themselves, others around the piano or
organ 2gain, for some seem never to tire of singing, while
others seek the rooms of the teachers for a little Sunday
evening talk.

The procession which forms for church at seven is only
about half the length of that in the morning, for threc
services during the day are found to be enough for cither
pupils or teachers to attend with profit, so that those who
have been teaching or otherwise busy during the afternoon
remaia at hume at night; also the younger pupils, who have
a little meeting of their own with one of the older girls as
leader, before going to bed at cight o’clock.

A Bible-woman accompanies one of the foreign teachers
to the King's Daughters’ schuol where a woman's meeting is
held for the mothers of the children who attend the poor
school, from ten to fifteen women and twice as many chil-
dren gathering in for the hour’s instruction in simple gospel
truths. By 8.30 all have returned to the school, and at
nine darkness and quiet settle upon the building, and Sun-
day at Azabu is over, leaving all stronger in heart and better
fitted we trust to take up the varied duvies which the new
week brings to each.

China.

From Miss Fostor, CHENTU, January 25k, 18y9.

WE are poor orphans, now that Miss Brackbill has left
. us for her well-earned furlough. We miss her very
much.

It is unfortunate both for the work and the workers to
be obliged to take full responsibility so soon after coming
to the field, but we hope the Lord will send us such a good
supply of missionaries that this will never occur again in
the history of the mission in China.

With all our lack of knowledge of the language I am sure
the Lord can use us il we but do our best and look to Him
continually to guide and bless in all that we do.

T
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Miss Brooks is taking up the school work. Dr. Killam
opened the Dispensary some time ago but the attendance
is still small. It will, no doubt, increase much after the
Chinese New Year is over. ‘There are still but four children
in the Orphanage.

Chentu is very quiet but the country between Kiating
and Chung King is in a very unsettled state. The rebellion,
instead of being suppressed, seems to be spreading. The
Roman Catholics are being very badly treated.

Mission work in the disturbed district is suspended ; that
is, missionaries are devoting their time to building up the
native Christians as outside work is impracticable at present.

We hope that the Lord will bring order out of disorder
by and by, and that the work of extending His Kingdom in
this cmpire may be carried on peacefully ; if not, we can
only say, “Thy will, not ours, O Lord, be done.” Weare
sure that His promise, ¢ All things shall work togcther for
zood to them that love Him,” will be fulfilled if we but trust
Him  We have not heard when our new missionaries are
coming.

We are all well and busy in the Mazter’s work.

Chinese and Japanese Work in B.C.
From Miss MoRrGaN, Vicroria, B.C., Marck 31st, 1899.

URING the past quarter there have been nine names
enrolled on the register of the Home School—three
Chinese and six Japanese (five of the latter were residents
and one a day pupil). Owing to the fact that several of
our Japanese girls have taken situations during the last two
months, the average attendance has been but four. The
progress made by the girls has fully repaid us for the time
spent in the school-room with them. Ah Ho, the youngest
Chinese gir], has finished the first primer. She writes a very
legible hand in English, and can recite very perfectly
nearly twenty texts of Scripture. O Natsu—a Japanese
woman—vwho came to us late in January, finds studying
very hard work, but she can read several lessons in English
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very nicely and is learning to read the Bible in her own
language.

It saddens oune to meet so many of these women
who can neither read nor write a syllable in their
mother tongue, coming out here with very vague ideas of
what they can do or what they want to do. This woman
is the one referred to in the last report as being undecided
about accepting our help or continuing in a life of shame.
She came to say good-bye carly in January, as she expected
to leave for San Francisco that night. A week later 1
heard she had been kidnapped and was in a cabin near one
of the boarding houses. It was mora than a week before
she was found, when she gladly canie to the Home.
Another young married woman sadly in need of medical
aid was rescued and remained with us for six weeks, but
finally returned to her husband.

A short time since nearly two days were spent in trying
to make out a case against two Chinese women who arrived §
here and passed the customs under pretence of being mar-
ried women, one of the so-called husbands taking his
master’s name, which greatly enraged the latter who went to
the mission to get help from our Christian Chinese. Un-
fortunately the capitation fee had been paid and we could
do nothing. I saw the women the day they arrived mm a
house of questivnable character, but before I could speak
to them they were told to have nothing to do with me.

Two hundred and twenty calls have been made, two new
homes entered and the promise of three more. By last
night’s steamer ZLmpress, three women, wives of one man,
left for their native land.  The Sunday School and Sabbath
meetings have been held regularly.

In December a meeting for Japanese women was started
in the Home. Wednesday afternoon some weeks we have
had seven present, but latterly the girls have not been able
to come. The last time Ishi was here she told me she
wanted another place as the lady she worked for was not
a Christian and would not let her come to meeting, an
evidence surely that our labors have not been in vain.

The Friday afternoon meeting has been fairly well at-
tended; last week we had the closing meeting of the
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Mission Band. About twenty-five of our English friends
werc present. The attendance during the year has been
14 adults and 5 children. Amount raised $29.05. These
Friday mectings have only been in my care since Miss
Bowes left in December.  The success of the year’s work
is entirely due to her efforts.

It might be weli to explain that of the $29.05 raised
during the year, $6 were the result of an entertainment
Miss Bowes had in the Chinese church; $5 more a thank-
offering, the remainder accruing from the monthly collec-
tivns given by both English and Chinese.

Notices to Auxiliaries.
“OUTLOOK” SUBSCRIPTIONS.

WILL subscribers kindly remember that OuslooZ sub-

scriptions are not to be sent to Room 20, Address
Ruv. A, SUTHERLAND, Mecthodist Mission Rooms, Wesley
Buildings, Toronto.

THE following leaflets have been dropped from the
Catalogue : Experiences of Some Mite-Boxes, Have You
a Mite-Box? The Voices vt the Women, The Grace of
Liberality, Inasmuch, Metlakahtla, A Basket Secretary, and
The Great Harvest Ficld of Missions.

THE ANNUAL REPORT.

PrLease do not send any more orders for the Annual
Report, as the entire edition is sold.

Woman’s Missionary Society writing paper, letter size,
100 sheets in a pad, 45 cents; note size, 3o cents; post
cards, per dozen, 15 cents.

Roox 20 and the Depots at Sackville, N.B., and Winni-
peg, Man., will be closed during the month of August, as
usual. Please send all orders before the 26th of July.
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TrEASURERS’ QUARTERLY REPORT BOOKS.

THe Treasurers’ Books for Quarterly Reports from Auxil-
iaries and Bands are now ready. They may be ordered
from Room 20 or cither of the Branch depots. (For
addresses see foot of last page.) Please enclose 2 cents
for postage and wrapping.

Supscriprions for the following missionary periodicals
will be received and forwarded by Miss OGDEN :

Missionary Review of the World, per year, $2.25 ; Gospel
in All Lands, six months, 4o cents.  Subscriptions to this
Magazine may begin at any time, but must continue till
December and then end. Message and Deaconess World,
5o cents; The Double Cross and Medical Missionary
Record, $1.00--to missionaries and student volunteers, 5o
cents.

THE Literature Committee at Room 20, and the Branch
Depots in Sackville, N.B., and Winnipeg, Man. (for ad-
dresses see foot of last page), are prepared to receive
deposits of $1.00 for the literature to be used in connection
with the Suggested Programme for Auxiliaries, and will se..d
the necessary literature whenever called for by the Pro-
gramme as long as the money lasts, and without it being
nccessary for the Auxiliary to write for it. The usual
charge of two cents, for wrapping and postage, will be
deducted for each parcel. Subscribers will be notified
when their deposit is expended.

THE MONTHLY LETTER.

Tae Executive Committee has directed the Literature
Committee to receive no subscriptions jfor the MoNTHLY
LETTER jfor next year, as it is expected to be discontinued
after the August-September number, and the publication of
the letters in the Owtlook continued.

Increase.
ToroNTO CONFERENCE.—Singhampton Auxiliary.
Maxnrrosa.—Fort Frances, Killarney, Devlin Auxiliaries.
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Suggested Programme— July.
Prepared by Mis. A, Buias, President Lomdon Conference Brau.h
Subject of Prayer and Study for the month:
“India and all Mohammedan Countries.”

(To be read at the opening of the meeting.)

. Opening Exercises.

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men
unto me.”

Hymn, Heber’s, 744.

Scripture Reading, Micah iv. 1-7.

Prayer.

- e

Py

II. Regular Business.
IIT. Watch Tower.

IV. Exercise on *“India: Questions and Answers,”
(To be procured from Room 20.)
To be prepared by Auxiliary Programme Committee and so

arranged that as n:any members as possible may take
part.

(a) Map Exercise fiom 1st to 9th questions.

(4) ¢ Population ™ and ** Government,” 19th to 27th ques-
tions. Reading : 1st, ““British Law in India," ¢ Canals
and Railroads.”

(¢) ““Schools,” question 39. Reading: 2nd, ““Schools in
India” and ¢ Education.”

(d) ¢ Religions.” Questions 49 to 54 and 68 to77. Reading:
3rd, *“ Hinduism.”

(e) ¢ Mohamudanism,” etc. Questions 78 to S6.

(f) ¢ Missions in India.” Questions 87 to 108.

(9) Readings: *‘Lady Dufferin’s Hospital Work,” ¢ The
Land of Idols,” * What Will the End of it All Be? ™

V. Hymn, 743.
VI. Closing Prayer.

The *“Exercises on Questions” should consist of short readings compiled
from the questions numbered, and not to exceed five minutes in length to keep the
Programime within time.

The * Readings,” price 1 cent, and the “ Questions and Answers on India,”
HOTIE Y

price 5 cents, van be provured frum Roum 20 and the Depots (for addresses see fout
of last page). Please enclose 2 cents additional for postage and wrapping.
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LEAFLETS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE.

Please Send Remittance With Order.
J& Those Leaflets marked thus * have just been added to the list.

S/‘ (A signifies Adult; J, Juvenile.)
. Each Perdoz. R -
S¢ Oounntries—A Powerful Factor (French-Carada) 01 .10
"y *A Thirsty Land (Mexico)... 01 .10
7, +; 2 China, By Dr. J. I\, Grace; Jd5
Dt 42 J4 sFoot Binding in China . o .08

’%onv the Teacher Came for ;2% .10

T

By Re=H: w—La-twa parts

gl ru‘“ Otg ‘Work Series—No. 2. Our Chinese Rescue Home;
e 0.

* 3, Our Work in Japan; No. 4. Medical Work

S 7 e L Among the Indians in B.C.; No. 5, Manners and
Jndia :2%Cugtoms of the Indians of Simpson District, B.C.;
> s.n o No.5 Muannery, Cusloms and Religion of the French-
Jtes 2% Capadians; No. 7. Trials and Triumphs of Metho-
dism in_the North-West; No. 8, A Beacon-Light in
Japan ; No.9, Present, State of the Work Among the
¢ D, . da, French-Canadians; No. 10, Some Facts About our
v V'« French-Canadian Mission; No. 11, How the Gospel
— Camo to Port Simpson; per 100, 75 cents.-....... ... W01 10 5
(A J) Question Book Series—Japan and korea, China,
Chinese in America, Mexico, India, Siam and Laos,
Africa, Persia, Sovth America, and Syria |
10 in set, 50c. .05

Some Curious Things About JApan.-ccecerereaceaaannae .02 20
The Chinesec Women of this Country 01 .10
The Claimsof India........coeveennn 24
Tha Needs of South America... 24
The Neglectea Continent......
Woman in Chins ...... R K 10
Woman’s Rights in India.. .... . .. K .10
‘Women of the Lower Congo ...coeeveeese-s . .10
(A J) Who will Open the Door for Ling Te?............ 020 15 A
Medical—Murdered Millions.,. .........Cloth, 35¢. o
Medical Work Among the Indians in B.C 10
Kania, A Story ......... . ceee 20
Supply—Beglnnings at Muddy Creek ....ccceceese J6
J *Mrs. Howe'a BIOOk Silkk ceomoermeem 10 E
Helps for Workers—. J2 -
nd-Gne-of-Exp 15
y; (AJ) Bricks for Builders. By Mrs. Gayfer 05 50
/ Duties of Auxiliary OfICETSee. e, voneen.. . free
Constitution for Auxiliary a..d Mission Ban frec
Kxperience of an Auxiliary President .oc.ooevviean... 01 .10

'(j) our and Twenty Blackbirds ...
HMappy Hints for Mission Bands—music and pro-
grammes

..................... crersssttersarsassensenees W05 50
b6 5. 31

Wcentsa 100 01 .10
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i
Each Perdoz. “
Methods of Work, and Suggestions for Young People’s ?
Societies ..... Sample cepy free .08 "%
Rules of Order K% .30 h
Scattered Help fren K]
»P'reasurer’s Quar terl \eport Book . free it
'l%\ou hts or Distr ,ﬁ{ ork Bk’ 0c \{ s ed .01 .12
+The Importance of Mission Bands ) 1* ac Kson, P . ,
| ANITObE BIANCh. - oereoreraere oo, 0 a2 At
) The Watch-Tower, How Conducted 1) SR (1 I ’_'%
‘Fhe Auxilicry Member Between Meotings. 65¢. hund. .01 .10 3
W.M.S. Books—Rec. See. and Treas., 60c. each, the !}
set, $1.00. i
Appval— i
pp veer..25c per hundred .01 .08 t :
! Qlﬁgisdan V[issnons and Lhe Tempernnce Reform ...... 02 .15 .
] Cicero's a ceees 02 .20 RE
ow Much DoTOwe? - i
Her€onn . ..... I
*Hindu Widowho 15 i
It They Only Knew. .. A0 1; !
FPersonal-} i 20~ “
Not for the Heathen Merelr, but for Christ.. . 06 ¢ K
She Hath Done What She Thought She Loulqn ; JUURR S /a4 2 ot
The Responsibility of Not Doing........... dalaloayd” 0L 10 4 i
Unem loyed Talent in the Church o2 200 i
ur Society did not Dishand .....cceeeeee .20 '
W11 You QOffer Prayer this Afternoon? ....... 20 4
‘Winding Up a Horse I
Givin A-Tal} R, - 80 g
A itho for the LoTd........... ..500. per hundred ol 10
)A Partnership. A Penny a Weck and a Prayer..... . 02 24
RE N Gods'l‘ent.h A'I‘me St,ory .
How Much DoI Owe?.
.y Miss Witterly's China. .
T *Mr. Adbury s Stupid Tha yid
Ended. 80 conts Per hUndred -.....eeseerssesseeeess J
Proportionate Giving (an exercise). By M. B.Willmott
per hundrcd
*Stewardship and Proportionate Giving. Pntchnrd
(J) Totherand Which....icciiieniniiciiiienainniianaas
Ten Reasons for Tithing......cceee  _ciiiiieans. .
The Wilful Gifts and the Disconcerted Deacons 02 .20 i
“What We Owe and Why We Cwe 1t..90c. per hundred .01 .12
*What We Owe and How to Pay Ii....90c. per hundred .01 .32
Winding Up 8 HOS8  ..-ueceevicvonaaccce canecnen eee.. free V.
. Miscollaneous—Cycle of Prayer ....... $2.00 per hundred .03 .30 .
A Missionary's Ontfit  ........... .. 30c. per hundrcd 01 20 X
Charlotte Ma.na Tucker (A LO.E.)..cccciiiiiiatiinnnses .03 “
FactsomrForeign-Missions. By D. Wanless. .~ 05 .50
Helping Togetherwith Prayer.... 01 05

John G, Paton. Story of His foe
J) Little Corners....

*Missionary Standard, of

g an

be a Foreign Missionar, i\7 !
Organization and Work o the W.M.S ition).. N
*The Pundita Ramabai ...ccceiiiieiiieciiniireeninnannns :
‘The Man thas Died for Me......... aee )
DLLS e e tas 2 0 e abae :
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P ; Each Per doz,
41Thogéusurmg Rod eove vurnnnen FOPDUPPRRIN |) S (1]
‘ ez ‘Worgen Under the Ethnic Rohgxons . W02 .20
A Why Are Wo Protestants?......... eerianarrnaee 05 .
l)lulogucr, Pocms and Exercises—
) monts For and Againot Missionary Work. By
= '\ vs, Hardy. An exercise...... ceveese W03 .30

.

id N u

Sf;"’ [
f

. f
£y

- i AJ} Behold the Fxolds are White ...... L 03 .
eafe Duet for Tenor-and Alto. . .30
‘ \.‘ \ *(AJ) T'll Tell Jesus, He Will Know ......... 080 .25
ot C \'tmxonar) Songs By E. ’Lorenz, WOI‘do andmusic.... .25 2.50 . [N
ol g *Songs-forYeung-People. EZ. 0. Excell...... ceeeenaan . %5, f
o7 Please enclose 2 certs additional for postage and wrapping. b
! { Blue Pastebuard Mite-Boxes. Dt free

- A

}? Jve G fes T

ngmrtxonate lemg. An y\ercme 3.)c. ner Tundred :01 05

P o Lady“;’ Each poera ..ee..eeeceeeeanenes [P 1) S U]
xZ Music— wreld e

E runch Defuwn.  Write w Roum 20, Weoics Buildiags, Turonto, for them,

ible Responses to Missionury Questions. per 100 .01 .10
ow Some Little Dollies came 10 go as Missionaries
(fortnurhmeglrl) ...... seeeseeeens. ... 4 COpies 12¢, .04 >ou
~ Happy Hints for Mission  Bands. ¢ and Prg. -]
ZraMINeS.......c0eee

-doat-heme.” ¢ Uno.wares. (J) ** A Little
Brown Penny.” *What is That in Thine Hand. “*A

\
R e R R T

(J) A Mite-Box Song

Postage and wrapping,&cento each, or per express,
carriage paid on delivery.
Collc ction Envelopeb. one large containing 12 small. .. g})
AR SHVEPSAT 1. vorversiesmvvanasns or s cmmanses o
W.M.S. Pin, Pendant, superior guality . ...
Mission Band, Pin, small silver star......oooieoviiiaaa 1.50

W.DM.S. Gold Star Pendant, .....
Mission Band Gold Star Pendant. .... | cach
YVoucher of LifeMembership to be, Life- \qubum 3.50
sent by Recording Secretary of
the Auxiliary or Band.
Life Membership Certificate, Auxiliary................ free
Postage and wrapping, 5 cents. i
Life Membership Certificate, lluminated........ veeees oD
Life Membership Certificatz, Mission Band............ free
Po~tage and wrar gmb, ) cents each, 12 cents for 6.

For tke above, Address ﬁ'ISS A. L. CGDEN,
Roon 20, WesLkY Bru.pisus, Ricusoxp St. WgsT, ToRuxTO, ORT.

Opanagvery-morning.
Also, MRs. O. STEWART, Box 97, Sackville, N,B.
Or, MRs. CALDER, 187 Snith Street, Winnipeg, Man.

2T Tieace uvw ol oo Monody Lettersor Repuris ase bo be ordeted trom the M



