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SUBJECTS FOR PRAYER.

The Indians of our Dominion.
The Methodist Orphanage in Newfoundland.

JAPAN.

* A lengthening of cords and a strengthening of stakes.”
From Miss Blackmore.
AzaRU, December 2nd, 1897.

I do not think I have told you about our class of police-
men. Last spring we were agked to assist in this work by
teas bing them English, and following each lescon by a Bible
lesscn.  For various reasons the class was not started until
about three weeks ago. We give them an hour twice a
week ; and as they come to our dining-room for the lesson,
we lose no time. Misses Hart, Wigle and myself divide the
work among us, 80 no one feels it burdensome. Indeed, the
men are so eager to learn, and manifest so much interest in
the Bible lesson, that it is refreshing to teach them,
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At the close of the last lessun one of the men spoke vut n
the presence of the others, and said he had a brother who
had been in a mission school, and that he had heard a httle
about Christianity from him; that as much as he had heard
he believed to be good, and he wished to know more. He
has been to church every Sunday since. We have always
found the police very ready to give assistance; but now,
when we appear in the streets, we are greeted as specai
friends by each of the twenty members of the class.

From Miss Zlcorn.
Suizvoka, Nov. 29th, 1897.

Ten years ago an attempt was made to open Christian
work in Shimada. The opposition to Christianity, however,
being so great, a house could not be rented for the purpose.

About eight years ago one of the pupils of the Shizuoka
school, after returning to Shimade (her home), received
permission from her father to have a woman’s meeting in
her own house. As this father was one of the first men in
the town, his action did much to overcome the prejudice of
the people, and for a short time Miss Hargrave and her
interpreter held a woman’s meeting twice a month. A
preaching place was then procured, and an evangelist was
sent to work among the people. A children’s meeting was
also held.

The work seemed so hopeful one of the native pastors
went to preach in the theatre, but the old opposition again
appeared, and he had to flee for his life, closely followed by
hundreds of people. The evangelist then wrote to Miss
Cunningham-- who was the evangelistic worker from our
Society—not to come again, as it was unsafe. She went,
however, and continued the children’s meeting, having
sometimes an attendance of one hundred.

In the meantime, one of the leading men of the town was
converted. He asked to have Christianity taught to his
wife, and Miss Cunningham, accompanied by her inter-

preter, went to the home for the purpose of teaching her.
This was the nucleus of our present woman’s meeting,
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which is held on the first and third Thursday of each
month. We reach Shimada at eleven in the morring, just
one hour by train from home. A short walk from the
station brings us to the preaching place. This preaching
place is the home of the evangelist. He converts it into one
room by removing the shoji.

We do not always hold our woman’s meeting here, as
there ace women who would attend a meeting at the house
of a friend who would not enter a preaching place. We
suit ourselves to the women, and go to the homs where we
can gather the largest number, which never exceeds five.
These have been hand-picked, and we are very proud of
them. The workis slow. It is only here a little and there
a little. We are trying to intevest the women in a regular
study of God’s Word, believing the Word of God is the
sword of the Spirit.

After our meeting we return to the preaching place,
where we find ninety-five or one hundred children waiting
for us. These children’s meetings are always o sign of hope ;
for were the people of the town opposed to us, the public
school teachers would not allow the children to listen to us.
For instance, at Fujieda we cannot entice one child to enter
the church. The little ones listen very attentively to
Noguchi-san as she tells them a gospel story, but the moving
crowd of meu and women in the background is very dis.
tracting. It is & risk to close the douis, for numbers crowd
forward to receive papers when the children receive theirs;
so we take the opporitunity of seed sowing, and scatter
tracis.

After this meeting we have between twenty and thirty
big boys, who come to hear the foreigners speak English.
Their desire for English is much greater than their interest
in the Bible ; but iu order to hear the foreigneis they must
listen to a shor. Bible lesson, and thus we sow, it seems
broadcast. But, as one of the missionaries in India says,
*“We sow, and in our ignorance expect the seed to be
choked by thorns; but God sees that it bears fruit, in spite
of its thorny surroundings.”

The three meetings over, we go to the house of a doctor,
who has asked us to teach his wife Christianity, I cannot
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describe the hopelessness that came over me as for the first
time I sat face to face with a soul who knew nothing of God.
We talked to her for a short time, then knelt in prayer.
May God teach us to teach those who are in darkness. My
whole heart goes out for that baptism of power, without
which we are unable to lead one single soul to Christ.

After making a few calls, we wend our way to the station.
This ends a ousy day, but I must say a happy one;
for I never go to a meeting, or call on the women,
that I am not thankful for the privilege of being here.

Trusting that strength and wisdom may be given for every
moment of need and perplexity, I am, yours in Christ.

New Work.

From our new station, Nagano, a line comes from Miss
Hargrave, December 1st: *I think it is quite time you
heard that we are established in the Nagano Branch and
have some reguler work started. We have been very busy,
and getting settled in our new home has not been conducive
to much correspondence. I will write just as soon as I can
and give details of our work so far.”

From Miss Robertson

Korv, Jarax, Nov. 30th, 1897.

Our school is steadily increasing. We have had seven
new pupils this term, and constantly people are coming to
lock through the school or ask for calendars. There is a
prospect for an increase next term. Some of the girls take
only cewing, or sewing and Japanese ; with such girls we
foreign teachers never meet in the school room. It makes
me ambitious to do something more at the langnage. I
would so like o have personal contact with every girl in the
school, and thne language is suck a barrier.

The first Sunday in November twe of our girls were bap-
tized, and the Sunday before Christmas one more is to receive
therites. One or two more have pleaded at home for per-
mission to be baptized, but have not yet full consent of the
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families. We are trusting that the obstacles in their way
may be removed, and this desire of their hearts granted.

‘The daily Bible lesson becomes more and more a responsi-
bility. When I look at the class before me and think of the
possibilities for spreading the Gospel which its members
present, I can only earnestly implore that I may present
Christ to them and not hinder the work by any of my own
teaching.

We have an excellens teacher at the head of the Japanese
department at present. She spent three yearsin America,
and has more of the foreign methods of teaching than is
usually found among Japanese teachers. We find her a
great help ; she takes her part in all the religious exercises
of the school, and has the good of the giris at heart. I find
myself growing quite fond of her. I trust she may  ways
continue as she has begun. We are exceedingly fortunate
in our teaching staff this term; our sewing teacher is very
competent.

CHINA.

From Miss Brackbill.
Cuextu, Oct. 1Sth, 1897.

Regarding Orphanage work, I hope it may be commenced
this year. We have plenty of land, and the building
required would be small, Of course, were Miss Ford still
living, she would have had charge of it; but someone else
will have to take it as vart of her work.

I did get very tired uuring the spring and early summer—
did not 1calize how much so until I got away for a change—
but the rest did me a great deal of good, and T am feeling
quite myself again since my return.

We have seven boarding pupils in now, and expect more
when the dormitories areready. We scarcely know where
to put these last ones, but thought we could manage for a
few weeks.

We require unbound feet. There is nothing in the agree-
ment about this. They are unbound as soon as they come
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{ in, otherwise we would not take them. Two agreements [
are written—one signed by us and given to the parents, the |,
other signed by the parents and given to us. In them is ¥
stated the number of years the children are to remain with |;
us ; that they are not to be betrothed without our consent; [}
in case of sickness or death no trouble is to be made; in
case of disobedience we have the right to send them home, |
and while here our government is not to be interfered with, B
Having control of them thus, we hope that, with proper B ¢
teaching, most of them will become Christian wockers. v

A little girl who has been in the hospital is very anxious §
to come in, but her brother says he wants the right to take {

‘ her away at any time. He has been told that if her feet are

' unbound—she has had an cperation on one foot—and they
are willing to pay the cost, thirty taels per year, they may
do so. In that case, we cculd not be expected to be con- §
sulted as to her betrothal.

Just now, a woman in our employ has come in to say she
would like her little girl, eight years old, to enter the school
and will unbind her feet. We have all been so anxious for
this child s feet to be unbound ; but she is betrothed, and
the future mother-in-law would not hear of it. The parents,
who are both enquirers, sent out gospels and other literature
to these people, and to-day word has come in that they have
been reading the doctrine and think it good, and if the
parents wish the child’s feet vnbound they may doso. We
can have her until she is sixteen years old ; and who knows
but she may do more evangelistic work in the neighborhood
to which she then goes than she can ever do here.

Arnd so the work goes on. If these two come, and another
of whom we have had the promise, it will make eleven, and
probably there will be others.

We are building larger dormitories than were thought of
at first—large enough to accommodate thirty pupils in single
beds upstairs; and below, matron’s room, kitchen and wash
room, etc.

The ladies are all studying regularly, and making good
progress. We are looking forward to the time when the
work can be opened in all its departments; a cause ful
thanksgiving, and an incentive to continye in prayer,
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Miss Foster writes from Chentu, Oct. 22nd : ¢ 1 wish you

.Jcould attend one of our weekly prayer meetings. I am sure

your heart would be rejoiced to hear these native Christians

{tell of the peace of God in their hearts. I think I enjoy the

prayer meetings more than any other tbat we have,
although I do not understand much that they nay.

¢ It means so much for this people to give un their false
religions, and to boldly confess the Lord Jesus: but, thank
od, a few have dared to do so.

¢ think tbat Mr. Hartwell’s teacher is one of the
brightest Christians in the church. He heard the gospel for
two years, and was almost daily ussociated with Mr. Hart-
well for this length of time before he manifest.d any interest
i the truth; but when convinced that it was the true

|J gospel, he deliberately counted the cost, and willingly

became an outcast from his own family for Chris ’s sake.

4 He is now telling the good news of salvation by faith to his

blinded countrymen. I believe that Mr. Hartwell has a
church membership of twelve or more, and as many on
probation. We will thank God and take courage, for it is
the Lord’s own work, and must triumph in the end. We
are all well.”

COREA.

From “Facts on Foreign Missions,” compiled by
W. J. Wanless, IM.D.

Corea, ‘‘The Hermit Nation,” and the battle ground of
the revant Japanese-Chinese war, twenty years ago was
practically unknown to the Western world, but is now
widely opened to the preacher of the Gospel. Here God
used a medical missionary, Dr. Allen, in opening a door for

missions. In 18382 a treaty was made with the United
States, and in 1884 Dr. Allen entered. The king’s aephew,
with others, was injured in a ciot at Seoul, the capital.
The native doctor staunched their wounds with wax, and
but for the timely intervention of Dr. Allen, several would
probably have died. The king, in appreciation of the ser-
vices performed, encouraged the building of a hospital,
which was afterward put in charge of Dr. Allen, the Pres.
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byterian medical missionary, and with permission
*“preach ” ac well as to ‘“heal.” This hospital is still ik
charge of a missionary physician. Thre first convert iy
Corea was baptized in 1886, and the first church formed 3!
with ten members in 1887. There are now six Protestan p§a
societies, with a force of sixty-seven male and femaleto
missionaries, Prior to the opening of Corea, John Ross, 3 (§or
Scotch.missionary in Mongolia, translated the New Testa
mesnt, and circulated it with other books throughout the g
country.  Christian_vernacular literature is now freely |
scattered, and the Bible is undergoing translation. The |§
people have begun to incresse in numbers, where previously
there were only ones and twos; schools are filling, and
baptisms are now much more frequent.

INCREASE.

Loadon Beanch—Belmont Auxiliary, Tilbury Auxiliary,
Stratford (Waterloo Street) Auxiliary.
Bay of Quinte Branch—Desoronto (‘“Funsy” Mission

Band).
Nova Scotia Branch — South TFarmington Auxiliary,

Pictaux Auxiliary.

NGTICES TO AUXILIARIES.

CorLecrion ENvELopE.—We recommend to all our aux-
iliaries the new envelope plan for systematic giving. The
plan is & very simple one: A packet of twelve small enve-
lopes is enclosed in a larger envelope, cach packet having a
different number. The Secretary in distributing the enve-
lopes will keep a record of the numbers oxly. Those hold-
ing envelopes will place each month in one of the twelve
envelopes the amount they may be led to give—not neces-
sarily the same amount each month. At the close of the
year the Secretary may read out each number with the
amount contribu‘ed. By this means no one will know what
has been given by any otaer number than their own. The
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fobject: is not to take the place of the useful little Mite-box,
but to ‘‘ gather up the fragments” systematicully. Price
per packet, 1 cent.

Our 17, M. S. PIN.—A fresh supply of our W.M.S. pins,
a silver star emcircling the world, and attached as pendant
to a small pin, is now ready. Price 25 cents. May be
ord :red from Room 20 and the Braunch Depots.

Suggested Programme—March.

Subjects for Prayer and Study.
Japan, Corea, and the Isles of the Sea.
( To be read at the opening of the meeting. )

1. Opening Exercises—*‘ Ye that are the Lord’s remem-
brancers take ye no rest, and give Him no rest,
till He ostablish, and till He make Jerusalem a
praise in the earth.”—Isaias Ixii. 6-7.
II. Regular Business.
III. Hymn.
IV. The Watch-Tower.
V. Name the missionaries of the W. M. S. stationed in
Japan (see Annual Report).
VI. Name, and point out on map, missions in Japan
supported by the Church.
VII. Readings,* ‘“The most thoughtful men in Japan feel
that, despite victorious armies on foreign models,
steel and steam navies, and the miscellaneous

borrowed furniture of modern civilization, some-
thing still is lacking. ¢ More moral oil to run the
machinery,’ is a native editor’s cry.”—W. Elliott
Griffis, D.D.

1, Slavery in modern Japan.

2. Facts bearing on the slave trade in constitu-
tional Japan.

VIII. Hymn. Prayer.

*See Leaflet, price 1c., at Room 20 (please enclose 2c. extra for
postage and wrapping).
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Subscriptions for the following missionary periodicals wil

i

Missionary Review of the World, per year $2.25; Gospel ip
Lands, 80 cents, Subscriptions to this Magazine may begin at any
but must continue till December and then end. lllustrated Chris
World, 75cents; Mess&ge and Deaconess World, 50 cents; The Doqt
Cross and Medical Missionary Record, $1.00 —to missionaries )
student volunteers, 50 cents.

LEAFLETS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE,

Please Send Remittance With Order.
722+ Those Leaflets marked thus * have just been added to the list,

(A signifies Adult; J, Juvenile.)
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Christmas Cantata for choir and school, or quartette
ANA CHOTUS tecvrererrreuaceseesessnccecserasscecnsasnne
Oountries—* A Powerful Factor (Irench-Canada). 20§
China., By Dr. J. T. GraCOY ...ceveeececsecssscacacnnnan (
Indis. By Rev. E. Storrow. In two parts . . ]
TIOLIAKANEI . < e vensaennranseoeraseneensressoancnszancenen 00 .25 §)
Our Work Series—No. 2. Our Chinese Reéscue Home; X
0. 3, Our Work in Japan; No. 4. iMedical Work B
Among the Indians in B.C.; No. 5, Manners and !
Customs of the Indians of Simpson District. B.C.; i
No. 6, Manners, Customs and Religion of the Freuch- :
Canadians; No. 7. Trials and Triumphs of Metho- ,
dism in_the North-West; No. 8, A Beacon-Light in .
Jupan ; No.9, Present State of the Work Among the .
French-Canadians; No. 10. Some Facts About sur
French-Canadian Mission; per 100, 75 cents.......... .10
The Chinese Women of this Country cee -10
The Claimsof Indi..cceeeeuiunannanaaenns 02 2
The Needs of South America. 24
* The Neglected Continent. .
Womanin Ching «......cccoieeeriienianiedioaneiiaenan, 0 .10
‘Woman's Rights in India... 01 0 B
‘Women of the Lower Congo .......oo.--. o .. 0120
(A J) Who will Open the Door for Ling Te? ............ 02 B
(A J) Question Book Series—Japan and korea, China,
Chinese in America, Mexico, India, Siam and Laos,
Africa, Persia, South Americs, and Syria _ "
10 in set, 50c. .05 -
Some Curious Things About Japan.....cecceceinaaannee. 02 2
Medical—Murdered Millions.,..... «....Cloth, 35¢c.; paper, .17
Medical Work Among the Todiansin B.C. e emeronnenn 01 10
. Kania, A StOry ..e.ecevenriiiriiicenes - 022
Supvly—Beginnings at Muddy Creek 15
(N CI8TEB PATE 1evevsenrnyenesrragrarens .10




1ps for Workers—Do They Understand? . .......... 2
A Question of Dolegates and One of Ixpenses......... 020 .15

*Colleccion Envelopes, one large containing 12 small... .01
gxperience of ap Auxiliary President..............c... 1) . (1]

free

Duties of Auxiliary Officers.....
Happy Hints for Mission Ba

Rulesof Order......oce......
Scattered Helpers' Leaflets and Cards.,
Methods of Work, and Suggestions for Young People’s

SOCIEHIES cvnnrereaiiee cireoninaniaan Sample copy free 08
W, M.t S. Books—Rec. Sec. and Treas., 60c. each, the
set, S1.00, .
Treasurer's Quarterly Report Book ....o. coevviiiinnns free
peal—A Basket SECretary .....coveviieiiiiiiorenennnns 02 .15
A Call to Young Women.............. 25¢. per hundred .01 .04
* Christian Missions and the Temperance Reform ...... 02 15
"(AJ) Cicero's Call......... ...ooivvniiiiaia., . 0202
How Much Do IOwe? .... PPN .05
OF SOD sevrvessonnncenen
*If They Only Knew... .10
INASIMUCK ueenttosetenteietineisssecsosesossocassaascen 01 12
Personal Responsibility (Narrative)...... . .02 .20
Not for the Heathen Merely, but for Christ. 01 .06
She Hath Done What She Thought She Co L1 .10
The Ravolt in the Hall Closet 02 .15
The Voices of the Women..... 01 .16

The Responsibility of Not Doi

Unemé)loyed Talent in the Church . . .02 .20
Why Our Socxet;lg did not Dishand ...coeviiiiiriionennnn 02 .20
Will You Qifer Prayer this Afternoon? . 02 .2
Winding Up a HOTSC -ecevnecnenennnnns .. free
ving—A Talk on Mite-BoXeS....oviiiii iiiienecancennns Ky .20
A Tathe for the Lord......... 10
God’s Tenth. A 'True Story. .30
*Have You a Mite-Box?..... . eee
HowMuch DOIOWe 2 coivuiiirncacncoosaanse 01 W05

Proportionate Giving (an exercise). By M. B. Willmott
. 35¢, per hundred .01 .05
(J)A Partnership. A Penny a WeekandaPrayer..... . .02 .2

(A J) Experiences of Some Mite-Boxes...e..oceureecae-. free
Miss Witterly’s Ching.....cceeueenneen. veeeese W01 10
(J) Tother and Which... 01
Ten Reasons for Tithing. free

The Grace of Liberality........ . . .01 .10
The Wilful Gifts and the Disconcerte 02 .20

What We Owe and How to Pay It
Winding Up & HOrseeeeeveceee-s.
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! Miscellaneous—(}gcle of Prayer .......82.00 per hundred .03 .3
Missionary’s Outfit . ............. 50¢. per hundred O
Cetarlotte Marie Tucker (A.L.O.E.)... ceeees 03
Facts on Foreign Missions. By Dr. Wanless. . < W05 3
Helpmg Together with Prgs ..................... . W01 8
John G. Paton. Story of . .10
(J) Little Corners...... . 01 10
*(AJ) Missionary Game.. 50
*Missionary Standard of
be a Foreign Missionary. free
Origin anc, ork of the W, free

* The Man that Died for Me

’l‘ho Mission of Failures. L .02

he Measuring Rod .....coeeieeeniens veeeies W01

Women Unuer the Ethnic Religions.. ceeeee. 02

B Why Are We ProtestantSf..ee .cueccveniienizianioones 05

10
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gg

X Reeltations and Poems—{J)A Mite-Box Sox{% 03 2

i * rfumeuts For and Against Missionary ork.’ By »
. Mrs.

10

2

Hardy. AN GXErCiSe .... . ccee socer seconocvne .03
*Bible Resronses to Missionar, J Questions  .6ic. per 100 01
B §AJ ) Behold, the Fields are White (music). ....... .03
N “(A)Ho! Respers! Duet for Tenorand Alto........... .30
How Some ittle Dollies came to go as Missionaries
(for four little girlg)......cceocueeiniis.aunn 4 copies 12c. .04
: Happy Hints for Mission Bands. Music and Pro- B
L . .
. M’fsr;on&ry S By E Loreur wordsand music.... .25 2.5
0 Proportionate Giving. | An cxercise . .35¢. per bundred .01 .05
: “SoMuch todo at home.” Unawares." (J) A Little
Brown Penny.” *What is That in Thine Hand. *A
Lady. EaCh DOBID ceceveniiiirrocaseaceraanen, sosaacns 01 10
Please enclose 2 cents additional for postage a.nd wrapping.
( Blue Pasteboard Mite-Boxes...........ocoiieoiio... free
Postage and wrapping, 3 cents each, or per express,
carriage paid on deliver:
*W.M.S. Pin, Silver Star 20
*W.ALS. Pin, Silver Star pendant and s %
Mission Band, Pin, small silver star. . .10
Life Membershxp Certificate, Auxiliary ........ . .. .25
Life Membership Certificate, Iluminated .. 100
{ Life Membership Certxﬂcate, Mission Band free
i Postage and wrapping, 3 cents each, 12 cents for 6.

For t.he above, Address MISS A. L. OGDEN,
Roox 20, WrsLEY BUILDINGS, RICHNOND Sr Wxsr ToRONTO, ONT.
Open every mornin; .
Also, MRs C. STBwWART, care of Rev. Dr. Sbewart, Sackville, N.B.
Or Miss EvnA NEILsox, 704 MAIX St., WINKIPBG, MAN.
247 Please note that no Monthly Letters or Reports are to be ordered from
Branch Depots.  Write to Roomn 20, Wesles Buildings, Toronto, for them,




