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SUBJECTS FOR PRAYER.
NOVEMBER.

For the Chinesc impire, all the Chinese on this Christian con-
tinent, our work in British Columbia. and those sent by our
Church to China as missionaries; that th- prayer of the Shanghai
Conferexce for 1,000 workers be anewered.

SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READING.—Acts z. Si-48,

JAPAN WORK.

Extracts fiom a private letter from Mrs. Large.

You speak of the prayers offered for me. It is the
knowledge of those prayers that often gives me courage to.
try to live and work on, for I firnd it harder, as the days pass.
by, this struggle not to give away to my sorrow. Inanswer
to those prayers daily strength and grace are given.

- * * * * *
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I think I told you of the death of Tokizo; in his place we
hired a young man recommended by Mr. Hiraiwa. He had
been a jinrikisha drawer. Passing our little chapel here in
Azabu one night, he heard the singing, stepped up ‘to hear
what was going on, listened awhile at the door, then went
in and heard enough to make him desire to know more. He
went agair. and again, auntil one night he gave hig heart to
God, aud went out from the chapel rejoicing in sins for-
given. At the time we hired him he was a candidate for
baptism.

At Christmas time we took in a girl who is turning out
especially interesting, She had been nurse girl in a home
where the mistress was a Christian (her father is dead, he
was a doctor ; by his death the family were so reduced that
this child was put out to service). Her mistress was leaving
Tokio, aad did not want to take the girl with her. A request
came to us to taka her in, as she was very anxious to study
the Bible and get some more education. We sent for the
child ; she innocently told how all this suggestion had come
from tbe mistress, who said if she just asked the foreigners
in that way they would take ber in and educate her. This
was enough. Until we had some way of testing her we did
not feel we could take herin. Not long after a servant maid’s
place was vacant, and we gave this girl the work, allowing
her to take her Japanese lessons from eight to twelve every
day. This included the daily Scrirture lesson. A few .
weeks after her entrance I met her in the hall one Sunday
afternoon, and, stopping her, asked how she liked the school.
Looking with eyes bright with tears, she said, *‘I never
thought I could ever be so happy.” Her clothes were very
poor. From among our stock of cast-off clothes we found
some that suited her, and she very thankfully took them.

- Later on, as the spring advanced, we had to buy some new"
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things for hor—a dress, two sashes, some etockings anc a
parr of shoes, costing all together not over three dollars. I
called her in to get these one evening. Had I been a fairy
godmother, showering down silks, satins and glass slippers
on some Cinderella, no such gratitude could have been
shown as this poor child gave. As each article was given her
she could only exclaim, ¢“ 0, Sensei! O, Sensei ! wha; shall I
do!” All the time she was making them up she was thinking
of what people would think when they saw her in church the
next Sunday, and when at last they were done she came
witk such pride to show herself dressed up. Going down-
stairs to join the line for church, she was laughing with
delight ; Miss Munro heard her companion tell her she must
not laugh, or it would look very foolish. :

We have another girl being helped in the same way, but
of a somewhat different type. She had lived with.foreiguers,
and had conceived the idea that all one had to do was to say
she wanted to work for the Lord and that would insure every
favor. She had come to us from some distance, sent by a
person who could not read her very well snd who pitied her
condition. She was very emphatic in her declaration of
desiring to be a “ Bible woman ;” but mixed with her talk I
found enough of falsehood to prove to me that she was not
ready to train for that work. I told her how the case stood,
saying nothing of her falsehoods, but that she had not

.enough education to enter the Bible woman’s classes. She
begged to be let stay, would d» whatever we asked of her, and
8o on. Providentially for her two of our kitchen girls were
taken from us by the former school cook, thinking to incon-
venience us. She was told to take this work. To me she
was willing, but before a day had passed Sentaro complained
of her; said she was ashamed to be seen working by -the
pupils, and would run just as soon as they entered the room.,
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I called her and gave her a talking to; she promised to do
better, The next thing was a complaint that she read a
buok while waiting on the table. Being taken to task for
that, she said she thought it was rude to look at people while
they were eating. On seeing that we, though not Japanese,
knew something of their customs and politenesses, she again
promised obedient, willing service, knowing that a failure to
do what was wanted of her would end in being returned home.
Later in the same day she came to me to say she would do
everything she could to please, and confessed that she knew
she had done wrong. This promise she has faithfully kept.
This morniog there has come a request from another home
to take a gicl of thirteen in. Our work seven years ago was
among the rich, and we were thankful that it was so, for
we were enablsd to reach a far greater number than we could
have among any other class ; now these have left ns almost
altogether, and those who seven years ago we could not
have come near without paying them for hearing, are coming
to us, willing to work for what we can give them.
L * * * * »

‘We have been goiug through a succession of experiences
that tell on one’s nervous forces. Three weeks ago we were
in danger of being burned out, awakening in the middle of
tire night to see a fire raging not three blocks from us, and
the wind blowing full upon us. Before it changed, which
it did after a time, we had commenced to gather together
those things that we felt the most necessary to save. Since
that night fires have been daily and nightly occvrrences,
the work of incendiaries. All around us fires have been
lighted, some not being extinguished until from fifty to five
or six hundred houses were burned. We have had to employ a
watchman to patrol our place from the time that darkness
drops until daylight.. He carries a coupie of sticks. about a
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foot long and an inch and a half thick, which he hits
together as he walks to let us know that he is doing his duty.
We have not yet become sufficiently accustomed to ihis
music to prevent it from disturbing our slumbers. I wake
when I hear the clatier and wake when I do not hear it, and
wonder why he is not going his rounds. In one fire alone
over 20,000 people were rendered homeless. In some caser
hittle children have been hired to throw the fire, being puid,
they say, twenty sen if the fire is a small one, and higher
- prices acccording to the extent of the destruction made. In
many parts of the city the people do not go to bed at all at
night, but watch. This is not all, out of late girls of the
better classes have had thei, faces cut while walking on the
streets in broad daylight. The perpetrator of this, coming
up from behind, the work is done in an instant, and the
scoundrel is off before even a good look can be taken at him.
Iu some cases the cuts inflicted have been six to eight inches
long and half an inch deep. Yesterday some of our former
pupils were in after church. They were telling me of still
another brutality. Some sixteen or eighteen girls have had
a sharp instrument run in their faces, just under the eye;
others have been burned with vitriel, while others still have
had cheir hair cut off. One girl, while walking with her
mother and sister, stopped to bow to an acquaintance. Just
in an instant her hajr was gone. This is a terrible thing, for
girls are prohibited by law from cutting off their hair. When
widows reach & certain age, if they have decided never to
marry again, they niay cut their hair short. Ihe girls say
they are afraid to be out on the streets at all. I can quite
understand this, for we, too, are ever on the watch when
either walking or riding abroad.

Lately there has been a most remarkable conversion here.
The Japanese speak of the subject as another Saul, and hope
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he will be another Paul. I have known Mr. ——— ever
since I first came to Japan. His little girl was in our school
for over two years. I had been to visit in the home the very
day of the accident to him, and have been sending him
religious papers ever since that time. He asked them from
me, As he is a man of great wealth. as well as influences
you may be sure we are praying that he may ever be kept
close to his Saviour.
Youre affectionately, Er1za LarGE.

By intelligence just received, Miss Cartmell, Miss Veazey
and Miss Alexander arrived in Japan September 13th. Miss
Cartmell and Miss Lizzie Hart have been assigned to the
evangelistic work ia Tokio. .

NOTICE TO AUXILIARIES.

At the recent meeting of the Board of Managers, held in
Brantford, Ont., it was decided that Corresponding Seccre-
taries of Auxiliaries send their orders for the Monthly Letter
Leaflet direct to Miss Ogden, Room 20, Wesley Buildings,
Richmond Street West, Toronto. Price 5 cents per year as
before. Money for the required number of leaflets to b,
enclosed with the order.
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PRAYER CARD STUDY.

SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READINGs.—Isaiah xlv. 20-25; Matt.
zxv. h1-46.

SUBJECTS FOR PRAYER,

DECEMBER.

That a spirit of inquiry may be arnrused in the Church as to the
needs of the heathen world, and that Christian women muay
recognize their responsibility thereto. Luke vi. 31,

'on; the grace of liberality. Malachs i 8.; 2 Corinthians
pitd. 7.

For all converts under the care of the Woman's Missionary
Society, that they may be t.aine? for usefulness among their own
people.  Mark v. 19,

That a spirit of imiuiry may be aroused in the Church as to
the needs (Z‘ the heathen world, and thot Christian women may
recog their resy bility thereto.—~Luke vi. 31.

For years the prayer of the Church has been that God would
open the doors of all land - {or the entrance of His gospel of peace
and gcodwill. This prayer has been answered most signally and
there is not & country, save one, which now refuses ission to
the missionary of the cross. Itisnot enouih, however, that the
way is open; what we now necd is that the knowledge of the

cople, *heir customs and their condition, should be made so

amiliar that deeper interest in the'r temporal and spiritual wel-
fare may be awakencd in the minas of Christian menand women.
The_reports of travellers and. returned missionaries, the many
works devoted entirely to mwissionary information, the letters
that reach us from those on the mission flelds and from native
converts,as wellasthe politicaland commercialstatementsthat ap-
pearin the daily press, leave no reasonfortheignorance which has
80 long been the excuse for apathy and inaction. We can scarcelg
tak. up a periodical of the day without coming face to face wit:
atircing facts re ing the great world that is still “lying in
darkness and in the shadow of death.” Can any words descrite
more vividly the sad and pitiable state of the heathen than
those of the prophet above quoted. or than those in which the
apostle Paul describes the people of his da§E and which still aptly
apgly to the present races of the hcathen? Yetallare our brothers
and sisters, children with us of the same great Father, co-eternal
souls, for whom Christ has paid_the price of redemption! Why
s0 small a part of our race should be_favored with the great and
Elonous privileges of the Gospel we do not understand, but we

now that having these advantages and blessings place 8 upon us
the responsibilit of obeying the goldea rule of our Ch ristianity,
and sending to the less favored of our race a knowledge of the
truth that alone can free from the bondage of sin and supersti-
tion. The results of the past few years show how much depends
on a knowledge of things as they are. If the spirit of inguiry
awakened in the minds of a few has produced such v ondrous
effects, what will it not do if awakened in the minds of all the
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professed followers of the Lord Jesue Christ? Let us most ear-
nestly pray that “ knowledge may gro » from more to more,” unj 1
tuat pitying love which led the Lord of life and glery to give **Flis
life & ransom for sinuers ” may be kindled in the hear's. of Ilis
disciples everywhere, loading them to more earnest, cffectual
efforts for the evangelization of tic heathen in this anc all Jands.
Do _Christian women realize tho debt thei‘;)we to Chuistianity,
and their obligations to heathen women? 9k at the position of
women in Christian lands. Equal to men; loved, honored and
preected ; enjoying all tho freedom that confldence in their
wisdom and discretion can grant; having he control and
training of their own childten ; queens in the realms of home and
society ; and_contrast it with the coaditiun of their dark-akinned
sitters Iin Asia, Africa and America, who are either siaves or
playthings, looked upon as in, eriors in every respect, peglected in
times of sickness, living in wu state of repression in_regard to
wifely and motheri, affection, regarded as 2hings merely, without
fceling or sutls. unworthy of future existence, and witbout any
hope to solace them in hours rf bereavement and sorrow. Oh

should we not be more in earnest to pity and relieve, and
through our medical missionaries and teachers to sencd to them
the knowledge of God's love and care, tv Lrighten their desolate
lives, and make them partakers of the joy v-hich He 3:v<s, whois
curprecious Saviour. .

The expediency of employing native converts to ~arry the Gos-
33 to their own people 1s becoming more an-. more evident. The
ifficulty of acquiring foreign languages, and of understandin,

the habits of thought and customs of the people, have been suc]
great hindrances to the progress of Christianity that we must all
rejoice that a speedier way is being opened out. It is matter for
thankfulness that so many schools ard colleges are_establisl»d
for the training of these converts in Labits of Christian thouy...
and life. We can readily imagine that many difficulties stard in
the way of both teachers and scholars, and therefore it is filting
that we should seek for them the guidance and help of the Holy
Spirit. When the native Christians return tc their homes and go
among their own people, and are subjected to the persecutic1s
and hardships which many of them will have to endure, let us not
forget to seel earnes.tli’ for them the protection of our God, and
power to 80 *let their light shine that others may see their good
works, and be led to glorify their Father in heaven.”

For the grace of liberality. 2 Corinthians ix. 6-15.

The promises of the Lord are so rich to those who give cheer-
fully to the supgort of the Gospel, reaching in return to even a
hundred-fold, that none should be deterred from giving through
any Jear of not having enough left for other objects. One of the
tests of true love is the willingness to make sacrifices and to
hestow, and consecration to Christ Jemands, not only ourselves,
but all we call our own. The old Jewish law reqwred, not only a
tenth part of every man’s possessions for the service of the
sanctuary, but other sacrifices and gifts innumerable. The
heathen, we are told, in many instances impoverish themselves
in order to bring offerings to thcir gods of wood and stone, and
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even our Roman Catholic friends set an example of self-denying
liberality in the support ot their religion ; but amo . those whom
love is supposed to influw.nce, there 15 too oftai. a reluctauce to
give as freely as the cause raquires. But if our lovo to Christ is
what it ought to be, no gift will seem too costly, no sacrifice too
great to prove this fove. I+ is true we cannot, as Mary did, pcur
out cur Zifts on Jesus Himself; but since He has made the poor,

the oppressed, the sufferics His representatives, we can never fail
of objects on which to lavich the love we Ice! for Him. As the
needs of the world becor.: known the demands ‘or help increase,
and it is accordinf to the liberality _f its members that the
Church of God will be able to carcy on the work of evangelization,
and on every follower of Christ rests the responsibility of helping
to the extent of his gower in this great work which our Leader
hasleft in our hands. We sre s.ewards of God's bounty, and
whether much or little has been committed to us, a strict account
of its use will be reqnired, and when we shall stand as naked
souls before our Judge, what will it avail us to remember the
velvets and sating, the embroidery and jowels on which so much
had becn spent, while precioussouls were going out into derkness
and misery, wanting that knowledge of salvation wh'ch the
money might have beer. vhe means of giving vo them? May God

who is so bcuatiful in His gifts to us, se fill our hearts with love,
that each on2 will give freely and thankfully to dless and to save
the perishing children of heathen lands, as well as of our own,

REVIEW OF USEFUL LEAFLETS.

Number 59€ is the name chosen for a ‘‘three minute”
paper which & busy woran prepared for a missionary mest-
ing out ‘‘ west,” taking for the basis of her paper Frances
Ridley Havergal’s *“ consueration” hyma. The ladies resolve
to ¢ discuss it wita our Saviour during the whole year, and
report the resull at <he meeting one year hence.” What
was the result? Tiiere were hands and feet and hearts given
fully 4o the Master’s work, and one had ¢ discussed herself
away from a home of elegance and ease iato = Yitle pine
Louse among the Cherokee Indians.” This leaflet will be
found especially helpful if read aloud at one of the monthly
meetings, for it is brimful of corsecration.

Baster Obligation.—Every woman who reads this
leaflet will feel a great wave of thanksgiving roll over her
soul as she considers ¢ what the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ has done for me—what it has saved me from,
‘and what it has saved me fi .” The write: gives us eigbt
pictures, painted with a pen dipped in the horrors of heatiica
custom and superatition, and then holds up in sharp contrast
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the picture of my life, all radiant with the rose-tints of love
and the hope of immortality brought to light through the
glorious Gospel. A very helpful leaflet, and one that will
cause us to think about our obligations to our heatben sisters.

A Basket Secretary.—A besutiful story, beautifully
told, full of pathos, yet with quaint fiashes of humor peeping
out through it all. The heroine is & woman, poor in purse,
butrich in love and faith. Her husband was not *“quite” a
Christian, though, as Grandma Lee said, *‘He seems to
thrive uncommon well on the husks.” Mrs. Lee one day
veceived a note and a package of envelopes, asking her to
attend a missionary meeting and put what she could in one
of the envelopes. After *swallowing her pride,” she goes in
her shabby dress and gloves, resolved that if she has no
money to give, she can ‘‘obey” and  hearken.” The work
the Lord has for her is to pass the money basket, the service
¢ that our ladies so dislike.” Do you want to hear how God
honored that little (?) service ? How ““Jo} 2 ” became inter-
ested in missions and was led to Christ? How the other
1adies became ashamed of their half-hearted service and small
contributions, and how a missionary came to be supported,
all throngh the consecrated service of one who did whbat she
could? If you would like to know all about it, then order
¢ A Basket Secretary,” and read for yourself, and I am sure
you will receive a blessing, and feel that the smaliest service
in God’s hands can become a blessing to many.

The Literature Committee takes pleasure in recommending
a little eight-page monthly published in_Chicago, in the
interest of the Deaconess movement. It is called T%e
Message, and its readers will find it a very bright, helpful
periodical. Price twenty-five cents = year. Subscriptions
may be sent to Miss Ogden, Room 20, Wesley Buildings,
Toronto, Ont.

Subscribers to American missionary magazines are re-
minded that many subscriptions expire in December, and
much delay will be avoided by renewing nuw.

Leaflets suitable for reading in connection with the Subject
of Prayer for December: “My Beckey’s Conversion to Foreign
Missions,” 5c.; “God’s Tenth,” 3c.; ¢ The Voices of the
Women,” 2. ; *‘ Unemployed Talent,” 2¢. ; ¢ An Appesal to
the Women of the Methodist Church,” lc. ; How Much do
T Owe,” 1c. ; ** One Self-Denial Week,” lc.
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Sl:range But True Stm'y
A Mute ﬂ:enl
A Talkon Mite-Boxes ..
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A Transferred Gift . e
A Workers (0212 T .02
An Appeal to the Women of the Methodist Church .... .01
AStoryoftheBees .......... ccoovvuiiiennnnennnnnnnnnen 0
Aunt Mehitable’s Account of the Annual Meeting.
A World of Gratitude
Belinda's Box e
Bright ths tor Reading in onas
China. éi r. J. T, Gracey

Christian Giving. Single copieg free.

Constitution for Anxnhary and Mission Band ...... Free
Duties of Anxxlmry Offficers voveevereeinnineniaann, Free.
Easter Obligation .. .......... 40 cents per hundred .01
Eleven Resasonsfor Not Gomf' f,o stsxonary Mcetmgs 01
Every One anterl .................. 01
Extracts fro J

God's Tenth., A'I‘rue Story
Helping Together with Prayer .
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Howto Man% Society .. cieeeeee 02
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Not for the Heathen Merely, Bur tor Christ 01
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Prayer Card ....ccocveuveinnnnnnannen. 50c. per h undrcd 01
Pitchers and Lamps
Preparation for t.he MASLOT'S WOTK .. ouvnniveeniesonrros .01

ms—* As I have Loved You,” “For Loves’ Sake,
“ My Refuge,” *So Much to Do at Home.” “Add.i
tion of chtaons,” “The Bride’s Outfit,” * Pen-

nies & Week and a Prayer” Each poem........ .01
The Great Famine Cry «.cc.ccovviveveceenenns vees W02
Silver Baisins of a Second,Sors ........ 02
Some Curious Things.About 02

t Japan
She Bath Done What She Thcnght. She Conldn't.
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an‘.:sg;i .......... 01
‘The Voices o the ‘Women . .02
The Responsibility of Not Do .01
The Value of Small Gifts . 02
The History of & Day ...... 02
The Deaton’s Week .. ..oooeveeeiiaeeiiiaiieaeeniiiiaenes 04

Arhiing with a. Great Trust. 40 cents per hundred.
Ten Reasons Wh; ty I Should Belong bo a W M. S Free.
The R -.‘suuuu csesas ciseasasss W02

wn Tow:
The Wilful Gift,s and the stconcermd Deacons
%rg loysg. Talent in the Church ces

Why We Should Keep up Our Auxiliari
‘Why Our Society Did Not Dlshand .....
‘Will You Lead in Prayer ......
‘Whose Sheaves
‘Woman ip Chm
Wmdmg upa o

W‘hat T oma.s H%nry ‘and T learned at the Board Mlgreb-

What MY Beckev Thinks About the Chinese..

‘Who Wil Open the Door for Ling Te? -........... ..

‘Why Ars We Protestants? ..........ccceiiiiiiiiiiinnnn.
For Mission Bands.

A Band Leader’s Suj gggsho .

A Partnershi enny a Week and a Prayer .

Bnngmgthe%anksUpto esmndard o

ChipstorChﬂdrens teeverssrasnestesesesas 40D

Exercises and

How the Sto % Told (Christmas), Thank-offerin| §
Service, ionary Ships, Chma, Frcnch ‘Worl
Good Tidings—A Flag Exercise..
. Our Indi ceveerrenns .
Hel (()lv‘e‘; Hard Pla
How Our Mission Band Learned to Pray
How There Came to be Bight ............
Missionary Catechism..
Mrsion Band Porl:foho. Dialogues, etc.
One Self-Denial Week ...ovoveenennn. 40c. per hundred .01
Paula Deane’s Dwxre ............................ 02
Qnesﬁon Book Series—Japan, Chma.ChinesemAmerlea,} o

Mexico, India, Siam and Laos, Africa, North America
Indians, Persia, South America& Syria. 1linset,30c.
uggestions Concerning Young Ladies’ Mission Bands
’I‘he Story of a'Bed ng .
The Societ Spﬁn .......

KarrySen ceee 02
ATl these pubnwﬁons (as 'per list) can be obtained from
MISS ANNIE L..OGDEN, R
RooX 20 WasLEY BUILDINGS, RICHMOND ST, WEsT, TORONTO, OXT.
Open every Wednesday morning, from 11 to 1 o’clock.
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