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CHRISTIAN BANNER.

&

“1f any man speak. let him speak as the ovacles of God
“Phieas luve, that we walk atter his commandments,”

OL. XIIL COBOQURG AND BRIGITON, FEDRUARY, 1858. NO. 2

RELIGIOUS FAIRS, BAZAARS, AND AUCTIONS.

[Our readers’ are desirous of being posted up in reference to the oper-
ions of fellow religionists all over the world, particularly in America.
sligious scene in Virginia will therefore e viewed with a degree
interest. A late issuz of the “Intelligencer,” published at Char-
teville, Virginin, contains an article, from which the subjoined extract
given:—D. 0.]
RAPITST FAIRS, SALES, OR AUCTIONS.
Some may ask why describe a Baptist fair?  Because we know more
out them, and we are more disturbed at seeing our Baptist brethren
korting to such means. They used to be confined to cities and villa-
where they ought to have perished, but they have found their way
the country and its quietude is disturbed by their bustle and merri-
nt, and the auctioneer’s voice and hammer. Well, our Baptist breth-
wish to build 2 new Housc at Charity, tlc subseription list is hand-
- among the members—the world is applied to, and still there isa
cit, the amount subseribed will not build as fine a house as is desir-
4 fair is suggested—the prominent sisters and ladies become inter-
d and enlisted in the eaterprise. A meeting is called to make
ngements and distribute the labors. The preliminaries being set-
, from that time forward, the whole neighborhood is in a stir, in
tever circle you enter. The fair, the fair, is the subject of conver-
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sation. The Lord’s day and the Lord’s house are not exempt. The
matrons and maids, sires and sons, all are agog, druinming and begg-
ing, in order to render imposing and profitable the approaching relig-
tous fair. The day arrives ; from all gquarters the crowd is winding its
way to old Charity, and -oon & host of merry faces and joyous hearts
are collected there. Tables for eating and tables for trafficking are
spread, and all things are soon under way. Tho table for euting groans
under viands the most varied and tempting. One dollar is paid for }
dinner. The tables for trafficking are filled with nameless little items,
a lady or more behined each, and a crowd in front, here a gentleman
is bartering for a boquet, another for a pair of socks, these for a tidy ¥
&e., &c., Yonder seems to be a merry group, what is there tha’ is so
amusing and attractive? It is the forfune feller! fortunes are hero
told by a Doll Baby for 25 or 50 cents a piece. Some may be curious
to know how this is conducted. The Ragz, China, or Wax Doil, as it §
may happen to be, is tastily dressed, and made to stand on 2 tablein }-
the centre of a sheet of letter paper, with agreeable mottos upon love,
courtship, marriage, &c., &c., writben on lines running from centre to
circumstance, holding in its hand a pointer. Fhe Doll Baby is assign.
¢d to some one, (a matron I suppose,) whose duty is to sec that it
performs its part and to see that it is paid for se doing. All who wish
their fortunes told can go up. The sheet of paper is gently turned, (I
suppose by the matron) and stops with the poiater in the Doll’s hand
resting on a motto, which is considered the fortune of the applicant,
It is read out.to the individual, down is laid the fee, amid the jest, the
laugh, and so on through the day pr ceeds the business of fortune tell.
ing. Yonder is one busily eugaged in directing letters. It is soun
announced that the mail has arrived, which produces quite 2 sersation, §
The Post Master opens the mail and announces letters for A, B. C. D,
&e., &c., with 2o cents postage on each. The postage is paid, the
envelope is broken, as wus ¢xpected, 2 blavk,a cheat——neyer mind, the
end justifies the means. It is now announced that a chance is offered
for the ring-—you ask, what do you mean ? A ring is put up into ihe.
cake, slices ure sold for 50 cents or a dollar a piece.  Lottery like, thes
fortunate man gets a valuable ring for his investment. As in alls
games of chance, some must lose, their loss has beena gain to the treas. |
ury of the church. While these vavied dutics sre being faithfully §
and profitable performed amid a scene of perfeet jolification, the fathers
in the church src scen gliding to and fro through tho cruwd, greatly |
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interested, with a smile of gratification. The fair must end, and ib
winds up by an auction, and off it goes “without a better bid.” So
winds up the day and the laborsof the church for the promotion of
the canse of Mim who died to save us from sin and levity., I said
labors of the church, for whatever we do by others as our agents, we do
ourselves, and therefore the Baptist Church at Charity is” responsible
for the fuir and all its proceedings.

A chureh ought never to engage in any enterprise upon which she
cannot ask the Divine blessing. I ask (uot in levity) if the church,the
preacher or any of the members could ask the Lord to bless the efforts
of that day. I am sure the most irreligious man in the church would
pot dure thus to insult the Throne of Grace, by asking a blessing upon a
fortune telling Doll Baby, a shum Post Oftice, &e., &e. I bope tho
reader wiil not suppose that I am caricaturing a Baptist fair, or that I
am writing in a spirit of levity ; by no means, Instead of feeling joyous
orer such a worldiy exhibition under the garb and sanctities of religion,
I feel more like weeping with my dishonored Master, when I sce those
who profess to love Him resorting to such stratagcms to obtain meney
to sustain a cause which they are able but uot willing to sustain.
Would it be right.for the world to secularise the christian name and
profession to accomplish a worldly end 7 if not,is it right in the church
to assume the garbof the world and resort to such stratagems to accv.n-
\lish a religious end 7 Such exhibitions are uncrring indications thad
the church is diseased, eadly affficted with a woildly and covetous
spirit.

Tam fully avare that he who condems any practice in which the
church and world are engaged, is apt to incur their censure, I would
ask the pious of the Baptist church, ought those things so to be?
Would the Suviour and his Apostles sanction and attend one of these
] fuirs?> Think you that the money thus obtained is as acceptable to
i the Lord as the free-will offcring?  Under the Jewish dispensation, 1
question whether money thus raised would have been allowed to go
eaterprise heeanse it hag the good of religion in view, and that money
is obtained in this way which could Le obtained in no other.  The end
does not sauctify the means, nor hould we “ do evil that goog ml{:ht
come.”  Our Baptist friends cun plead neither poverfy ner weakaes- in
Justification of fairs, They have nambers and wewith, and are fully
able 2nd more than able to sustein their eause without regorting o

iuto the treasury of the Lord. Tt is uscless to say it is an dnnocent (2) °
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such means. If not, do the best they cam, and leave the issuc with
God. These fairs are modern inventions among our country Baptists,
Renees,
In England they work a little more steady, but they ¢ work by the
same rule,’ it would appear. Read the subjoined :

Rev. C. H. Spurgeon lately held a bazaar or fair to obiain funds
towards the crection of a new building for his congregation, by which
£900 was realized after paying all expenses. The Cot 11 € 2oviia. says,
“the Duchess of Sutherland has taken great interest in its suceess,
Through the exertions of her G -ace more articles of taste and art, the
work of fashionable fingers, found their way into the recesses of the
stalls, than was ever known to be collected for such a purpose before.”

MISSIONARY SOCIETIES, NO. 1.

From the AmericanCarisvan Review,
The allusion of Brother Oliphant to our refusal to publish his artic

cles ig, we think, without any justeause. Our recollection is, that the

only reply we made to him, was in an article sent to him, and kindly

ublished in the Bivyer.  We have not attempted to review hig artis |
p IS '

cles in any of our pullications, as we now recollect.  The mere circum.

staace, that we alluded to him and his position as opj oced to the Mis. :
siopary Society, did not ubligate us to publish his artieles, nor induee :

us to think of so doing, though we certainly have no clijeetion tn their
appearance in our columns, and will certainly publi-h arything he may

wite, if he desires it and will lay our remarks befire his readers, He -
is an esteemed and talented brother, a sincerc and honovable man, |

whom we dearly love for Lis work’s sake, in mointaining the cause of
Christ by preaching and publishing in the British Provinee of Canada.
e i not caviling, as some are, and doing nothing in any way. Ieis,
and has been for years, working for the cause, and, we doubt not, feels

a Christian interest in it.  We desive him, therefore, to understand

that our columus are free for him to the some extent that his pages are
free to us, even if hedoes give our arguments “quick consuwption.”
Qur only desire is, that truth and righteousness may yrevail.

- Qar brother will recollect, however, that he has the down-kiil side of
the argument, in one sense at least. Tt does not take near as strong,
as clear, and couvinding arguments to convince men that they ought to.
kecp their money in their pockets as it does to induen them to pay it
out. Any kind of stand-still, do-nothing, or negative doctrine is more

eusily proved to the satisfaction of men than*doctrine requiving them
to go forward, engage in and sustain affirmative movements, any posi-

tive and effcctive action.  There is no money between the eyes of men

and his arguments, but the money is greatly in the way of sceing the -

arguments on the other side, We are fully aware that our brother :

}
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will tell us, that he is in favor of doing the work in some other way,
and that he would not lessen the real amount done. But we claim
that what we are dning, or may do, through our Missionary arrange-
ment, or Geaeral Missionary Society, which is the same, will not lessen
ong whit all chat is being done every other way in which we are accome
plishing anything. Indeed, we claim more than that,  We elaim that
it will mfuse the missionary spirit among us, lead us to speak of it,
read the Seriptures to learn how the first Christians spread the name
and authority of the Lord so wonderfully over the carth, pray more, go
to mecting more, exhort, preach, sing and worship more. In one word,
in this way, we shall keep alive, save the brethren from coldness, eare-
lessness, backsliding and make us better in cvery sense.  Keep all
hands busy in the work of the Lord, anl it will inspire more piety,
devotion, zcal, love, carnestness, spirit, life and animation, than all the
fine theories that our piousand profound philosophers have afforded us.
Our churches must not be meie formal, nominal and respectable
arrangements, but powerful, effective and operative bodies, so that each

{ member of the body shall be doing enough to make him feel sensible

that he is a part of the body. Have work going on that will require
the strength of the whole body to move it, znd every member realizes
that he is of some importance or use in the body.

Our brother continues the sound in our ears, that ¢ is an unseripl-
ural society. Before we become alarmed at anything, however, it is
proper to know precisely what it is. Before our brother makes his
attack, he should know precisely what he is making his attack upon.
Ttis not the missionary work he attacks. He is in favor of that., He
makes no attack upon wmissionaries. 1t is, therefore, neither our mis-
sionaries nor missivns that he opposes. Tndeed, we cannot gather from
anything he has said above, that hereally attacks anything that we are
doing. e believes in missions, both home and forcign. ~ He believes
in missionarics. e believes that they should be sustained by the
churches.  About all thiswe have no controversy. What, then, is the
trouble about? -We may have names for some things not as consistent
as otbers he might suggest, or find in the New Testament. Evange-
lists, or missionaries, were, in some instances, scnt out by the churches
anciently. They had in the ancient churches ¢ messengers of the
churches.”  The business of these extended beyoud the Lmits of an
individual congregation. They were men who transacted business for
the churchesabroal. These men met, consulted, deliberated and trans-
acted business as the churches had authorized them. We call such
men presidents, secrelaries and agents, and the body of them, or the
company of them, when met to do the business of the churches, or to
act as messengers for them, the “General Missionary Society,” for the
sake of the advantages of a charter and corperate body, though, in
reality, there is no boly of an ecclesiastical eharacter at all, but sim-
ply au arrangement of brethren, by means of their messengers, for the
consummation of their wiiland work. It is right for two churches to co-
operate in mis.ionary work, and appoint a suitable number of their
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men messengers to do any part of the work., TUpon the same principle,
ten churches, or one hundred or one thousand, and individuals who may
not have the privilege of acting in their congregations, may co-operate,
The constitution and by-laws are nothing but the agreement of the
churches and brethren how they will operate in matters where they
must agree, decide and arrange before the work can be done.

We are acting upon the same prineiple in arranging, agrecing and
deciding upon our respective fields of Jabor and support every day.
The Missionary Society is nothing but an arrangement of the churches,
about as simple and convenient as it can be made for doing the work
of the Lord. It consists of agencics or messengers of the churches, in
carrying out their will and work, and has no power to do anything else.
Nothing could be safer, or more under the control of the brethren.
The day they cease their contributions, the whole thing is nothing.
‘While the arrangement does the work the brethren desire, and they
eontinue their support, it continues, but uo longer. It is nothing
independent of, or separate from the churches, but is of them, and
entirely under them and dependent upon them, Tt s the easiest thing
in the world to make an ado about organizations unknown to the New
Testament, unscriptural societies, cte. But we must look directly at
what is done, or proposed to be done, and see if there is any wrong in
that, and not picture ghosts to alarm the timid, and serve as an apology
for those who do not wish to do anything. &

To Brether B, Pranklin:
Edior of the Ameriean Civistian Review :

You Liave been pleased to insert in the Review the essay
in the December Banner upon the question, Do the Lord’s People need
a Missionary Society ? I therefore reciprocate by placing your respon-
sive remarks upon the pages of the brethren’s Monthly for the British
Lrovinees.

To iadicate still farther that I am not inclined to controvert, and to
shorten as well as coneentrate the investigation, allow me in brotherly
friendship simply and briefly to invite your attencion to a few ;
queries :—

1. Did the churches in the apostolic age execute the will of the i
Lord Jesus fully and fuithfully? i

2, Ilave the disciples in this age accepted the pattern of things,—
in preaching, in teaching, and in discipline,—as given by the infaliible
workmen ?

8. Do you conceive that the primitive congregations organized or
required a missionary society to fulfil any part of the will of the Lord t
and Saviour? }

PR
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4. Upon the principle of embodying our views of expediency in a
newly devised society to evangelize, may we not also take the help of
espedieney to contrive a society to promote our personal salvation, and
another society to assist in edifying and saving our brethren ?

5. Will you, my brother, look at these interrogatories from the
Jerusalem stand-point, and not from the Cincinnati altitude or latitude,
that we may according to all our means of knowledge walk and work
by faith and not by the law of expediency?

You are free to affirm, brother Tranklin, that “there is no money

between the eyes of men and his [D. Oliphant's] arguments, but the i

money is greatly in the way of secing the arguments on the other side.”
This, permit me to observe, is a capital error; for at least one of my
‘objections to the ‘missionary society’ is, that while able brethren should
<contribute scores and hundreds per year tosound out the glad tidings of

C e b v e e - ———— A
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life, the Cincinnati co-operative scheme, by life membership and dona-

tiens, only obtuins twenty or thirty dollars from these brethren during
five or ten years. Christ’s gospel, filled with his own rich love and
heavenly liberality, does not make narrow-hearted, meagre-souled,
clutch-handed, sixpenny men ; but new creates and moulds them into
the broad and big philanthropy of the great Redeemer who gave his

. life for the world.

Yours, dear brother, in gospel affection,
D. Ournax,
Brighton, ¢th Feb., 1858.

PREACHER SPURGEON.

[The critical review which follows we take from one of the ablest

: Literary Monthlies. ]

Mr. Spurgeon, we suppose, would be classed among Calvinists, but

he is not merely that. Without any force, depth, amplitude, or origi-
nality of thought, he has considerable force and originality of nature.

He detaches from their relations certain doctrines of Calvinism which |
especially interest him, and so emphasizes and intensifies them, so blends -

them with his personal being and expericnee, that the impression he

stamps upon the mind is rather of Spurgeonism than Calvinism. He ;
gives vivid reality to his doetrines, because they are incorporated with

his nature,~—and not merely with spiritual, but with his animal nature.
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Heis t,hoxou«hly in c’unust ﬁom the f‘u,t tlnt hc prc'\ches himself, '
His converts, therefore, arve likely to mistake being Spurgeonized for f
being Christianized ; for the Christianity he preaches is not so much f
vital Christianity as it is Christianity passed through the vitalities of |
his own nature, and essentially modified and lowered in the process, |
To understand, then, the kind of influence he cxerts, we have sitaply to |
inquire, What kind of a man is Mr. Spurgeon?

The answer to this question is given on every page of his sermons.
He has no roserves, but lets his character transpire in every sentence.
He is a bold, eager, earnest, devout, passionate, well-intentioned man,
with considerable esperience in the sphere of the religious emotions,
full of sympathy with rough natures, full of mother wit and practical
sagacity, but, as a theologian, coarse, ignorant, narrow-minded, and
strikingly deficient in fine spiritual perceptions. These gualities inhere
in o nature of siugular vigor, intensity, and dircctness, that sends out
words like bullets, Warmth of feeling combined with narrowness of
mind makes bim a bigot; but his bigotry is not the sour assertion of
an opinion, but the racy utterance of a nature. 1le believes in Spur-
geonism so thoroughly and so simply that toleration is out of the ques-
tion, and doctrines opposed to his own he refers, with instantaneous and
ingenuous dogmatism, to f.lly or wickedness. I think,” he says, in
one of his scrmons, “I have none here so profoundly stupid as to be
Puseyites. I.can searcly believe that I have been the means of attract-
ing one person here so utterly devoid of one remnant of brain as to
believe the doctrine of baptismal regeneration.” The doctrine, indeed,
is 80 monsensical to him, that, after some caricatures of 1t, he asserts
that it would discredit Seripture with all sensible men, if it were taught
in Seripture. Geod himself could not make Mr. Spurgeon believe it;
and doubtless there are many High Churchmen who would retort, that
nothing short of a miracle could make them assent to some of the dog-
mas of their assailant. Indeed, the incapacity of our preacher to dis-'
cern, or wentally to reproduce, & religious character differing in creed
from his own, makes him the most amusingly intolerant of Popes, not
because he is malignant, but because he is Spurgeon. If he had
learning or largeness of mind, he would probably lose the greater
portion of his power. He gets his hearers into a corner, limits the
range of their vision to the doctrine he is expounding, refuses to listen
to any excuses or palliations, and ther screams out to them, ¢ Believe
or be damned!” In his own mind he is sure they will be damned; if
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they do not believe. Qo far as regards his influence over thos2 minds
whase relizious emations are strong, bhat whose relipions prineijles are
weak, every limitation of hismind is an inerease of his furee.

This theological narrowness is unacconpanicd with theologieal rancor,
A rough but genuine benevoler we is at the heait of Mr. Spurgeon’s
gystem.  ITe wishes his opponents to be cunverted, not condemned. e
very properly feels, that, with hisiduas of the Pivine Government, be
would be the basests of eviminals, if he spared himself, or spared either
entreaty or denunciation, in the great work of saving souls.  ile throws
himself with such passionate carncstnesss into his busi oss, that his
sermons boil over with the excitement of his feclings.  indeed, it is
difficult tu say whether our impressions of him, derived from the written
page, com: to usmore from the eye than the ear.  Ilis very style foams,
rages, prays. entreats, adjures, weeps, screams, warns and execrates.
His words are words that everybody understand.s,—bo'd, blunt, homely,
quaint, levei to his nature, all alive with passion, and dirccted with the
single purbose of carrying the fortresses of sin by assault.  The reader
who contrives to preserve his calmnessamid this storin of words cannot
but be vexed that rhetorie so cfficicnt should frequentiy be combined
with notious so narrow, with bigotry so besotted, with religivus prinei-
ples so materialized 5 that the man who is loudly proclzimed as the
greatest living orator of the pulpit should have so little of that Chris-
tian spirit which refines when it influnes, whick exalts, cnlarges, and
purifies the natures it moves. Tor Mr. Spurgeon is, after all, little
more thau a theological stump-orator, a Protustant Dominican, casy of
comprehension because he leaves out the higher clements of his themes,
and not hesitating to vulgarize Christianity, if he may therely extend
it among the vulgar. It has been attempted to justify him by the
examples of Luther and Bunyan, to neither of whom does he bear more
than the most superficial resemblance. e i3, to be sure, as natural as
Luther, but then his nature happens to bea puny nature as compared
with thut of the great Reformer ; and, not to insizt on specifie differen-
ces, it is certain that Luther, if alive, would have the same objection
to Mr. Spurgeon’s bringing down the doctrines of Christianity to the
supposed mental condition of his hearers, as he had to the Romanists of
his day, who corrupted religion in order that the public “might be
more generally accommodated.” Bunyan’s phrascelogy is homely, but
Bunyan's celestializing imagination kept his “fawiliar grasp of things
divine” from being an irreverent pawing of things divine. Mr. Spur-
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geon’s nature works on a low level of influence. Deficient in imagin.
ation,.and with a mind coarse and unspiritualized, though religiously
impressed, he animalizes his creed in attempting to give it sensuous
{ reality and impressiveness. If it be said that hy this process he feels
his way into hearts which could not be effected by more spiritual means,
thie answer is, that the multitude who listened to the Sermon on the
Mount were not of a more elevated cast of mind than the multitude
who listened to Mr. Spurgeon’s sermon on “Regencration.” But the
truth is, that Mr. Spurgeon’s preaching is liked, not simply because it
rouses sinners to repentance,but because it gives sinners a certain enjoy-
ment. It is racy, original, exciting, and comes directly from the char-
acter of the picacher.

20
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TO TIIli CARELESS UNCONCERNED SINNER.

D iai R uaern :—Art thou of the class named above ? if so come let

heaven and earth., A soul that will live to all eternity bappy and gle-
rious, or wretched, forlorn and miserable. A soul worth more than all
worldly honor, wealth and fame and imperishable as heaven itself. A
great price Las been paid for its ransom.  Greut suffering endured to

has been made for its sins if they are repented of. A heaven has been
prepared for your reception when washed from the polluticns of sin in
the blood of the Lamb of God slain for the sin of the world.

Look now within and consider thy heart~—is it not impure, sinful and
degraded.  1llow coaldst thou dwell where purity is perfect unless puri-
fied? What pleasure couldst thou find in heaven unless cleansed and
made fit for it? Iow couldst thy unregenerated heart love God, ap-
pear in his presence und adore and worship him unless thou art washed
from the pollution of sin?  As well think to have light and darkeess
in the same place at the same time or hatred and love dwell together

majesty of heaven whilst thou art a rebel against his authority and

iour, no intercessor to plead thy cause and nothing to give for the
redemption of thy soul? Thou art under the sentence of death and
exposud to all the wrath to come!  Thou art in the gall of bitterness

et e e e St e e A e ks

us reason together.  Thou hast a scul that is precious in the sight of

power? Ifow canst thou hope to be accepted whilst thou hast no Sav- |

save it from perdition. A great sacrifice offered for it.  An atoncment !

as thou with all thy sins enter heaven. Ilow canst thou meet the

P
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and the bonds of iniquity, Thou hast served satan and art still led
by him as a willing captive und art going the broad road which leads
to eternal perdition, to blackness and darkness, to the abode of satan
Limself. Now whilst an open door is yet before thee, a straight path
which leads te life hasbeen opened, why not walkin it and gain thereby
life, glory, honor, wealth, and happiness? Why not turn from the
paths of sin, of vice and folly, and seck for glory and honor in God's
presence 2 Why treasure up wrath against the day of wrath by
neglecting and despising the Lord’s goodness? Why not believe what
God has said and cease to rebel against him 7 'Why not repent of thy
gins and turn to God with all thy heart 7 The wrath of God now
rests on you, an awful doom awaits you unless you repent and are wash-
ed in the blood of Christ which can wash away all your sins,

Perhaps you bave doubts whether the bibie is true; if so the fault
must be your own. You have never examined the cvidence of its authen-

ticity. Iow can you concive that to Le false which tends to elevate, !

ennoble and happify man? Ilow can that book be false which teaches
the only pure system of morals ever presented to man, and which has
done more to civilize man and cnact just laws than all books beside,
ancient or modern. I{ the bible is not true therc is no truth in the
world. A want of confidence in it and submission to its teachings will
be yourcondemnation. Do not then frame any more weak excuses, for
it is ““the fool” not the wise man who “has said in his heart there isno
Goed>  Listen then to the combined voice of reason, wisdom and reve-
lation, and whilst thy reason, health, aud life remain prepare to meet
thy God. Harden not thy rebellious heart.  Let not that Saviour who
died to redeem lost sinners, call and entreat you in vain. Whilst thy day
of merey Iasts, whilst thou art stil favored with zn opportunity to obey
the Lord’s commands, repent of thy ingratitude and sin. Turn and
rebel no longer lest the arrow of death strike you down in your sins
and leave you exposed to eternal wrath. Let the Saviour’s love soften
your stony heart and his goodness win your affections. Humble thy
self that thou mayest be exalted. Scek for glory, honorand immortal-
ity by a righteous life and you will find them and escape that fierce
wrath which will overtake the impenitent and drive them to dwell in
darkness and woe forever where mercy can never enter.
J. B, jr.

(& Stumbling blocks in religion will alwaysbe fovud by those who
seck them.
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- YN ORIGINAL DESIGN OF METIIODISTS.
Mok~ Tsm oviginated in the eenviction that the standard of religious
experizies nut be clevated to the Neripaural requirement. The single
aiw of M. We-ley and his early associutes, was a bigher state of grace,

a deeper bnowledge of divine things, both jor themselves and those who |

adbered to dhem, than they bebeld any whore sround them. This par-
pose, firmly fixed, Iud to results never thouglit of in the beginning by
the founder of Mothodism or his followers.  They began with a stead-
fast purpose of obeyiug the Saviour’s injunctivn to “seck first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness ;” aud resolved to go wherever
such a prvpose would carry them, they were led-by a way which they
had not known or anticipated.  They soon found, by happy experience,
that what is required in the Gospel is attainable through faith in the
Lord Jeens. A joyful experience of free, present, and™ full salvation
filled their hearts with an intense desire that others should be partak-
ers of *iike precivus faith 3 and so they Legan, withou' parchments
or tithis. 1o cxll slimers to repentance.  That men who had not been
bred in th» schools for the sacred profession should do so, scemed even
to Mr. Wesley himself a monstrous innovation ; and it was uot till
afterthat maxim of our Suviour, “ The tree is known by his fruits,”
had been pressed upon his attention by his wother, as applicable to
these irreguiaritios, that his mind became reeoneilud to a state of things
legitimatery resulting from the position with which he had set out.
This baru'ng zeal to proctaim to all men the glad tidings of salvation,
together with the fact that Mr. Wesley and his coadjutors were denied
the use of the chapels of the Hstablishment, led to outdoor, and finally
to itincrating pieaching.  These men Lad to be tumed out of doors
before they couwnd fully understand the nature of the great commission,
to preach the (ropel to every creature : so slow have men been in all
ages to learn &hie simiplest lessons. A {raveling ministry is clearly in-
volved in the commission of our Saviour. 1f our Lord’s cowmand
Tequires 3 curtin thing to be dong, which thing can nat ke done but
by the adoption of specific measures, then these measures are ss much

commanded as the thing to be done.  The thing required to be done .

is to preach the Gospel to every creatwre.  This can not be done by a |

settled ministry, called by the people. Tt can only be done by men
who, without waidng lor a call, exeept from Ileaven, shall go forth into
all the carth awd proclaim salvation to all men.  The sparsely popula-
ted portions of tha conutry can only have the Gospel through a travel
ing ministry.  But these portions are embraced in the commission;
hence o traveling ministry is embraced in the commission.

So writes a Wesleyan who occupies a public place among his breth-
ren. It is not to be doubted that John Wesley and his co-workers sin-
cerely labored fur reformation, and we believe the testimony is equally
clear that they intended to bring themsclves and those whom they taught

L e o e
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the early Methodists was, that they were constantly preaching and
talking ubout the scriptures. Ever since we studied the history of

and zealously noble men in the generation in which he lived. For ten
years after entering public life he was asteachable as a little child, and
he would have reccived any doctrine or performed any survice without
' the least lingering inquiry whether it was popular or unpopular, pio-
vided the cvidence was furnished to him that the Supreme Lord so
taught or so directed. Indecd it would not be difficult to show that he

long and arduous ministry.

Mr. Wesley, with hig Bible in hishand and its language on his
tongue—his travels and living exhortations and pleadings—his prayers
and patience and meekncss—his present enjoyment of salvation
with its treasury of peace, pardon, love, hope, and joy in the Spirit—
his uppermost and fized purpose to secure the approval of the divine

" Master, and his comparative indifference in respect to what his rélatives,
friends, aud the world thought of him, ifonly convinced that he honored
the Lord ;—Mv. Wesley, viewed in this light, is such a contrast to an
case-loving, steady-going, money-getting old-fashioned State-Church
Bishop, that we can with difficulty be persuaded that he received his
ecclesiastic training with English Churchmen or that he was in his
younger years ordained one of the officers of that Churck. We donbt
not that Wesley went as far toward the Bible from ¥piscopacy as Lu-
ther went toward the Bible from Papacy.

So heartily did the reformer Wesley reverence the inspired word,
that when one of his old fricnds showed an inclination to be guided by
feelings or impressions, he spoke of him in these terms:—“He is led
into 2 thousand mistakes by one wrong principle, the making inward
impressions kis rule of action and not the written word ; which many
ignorantly or wickedly aseribe to the people called Methodists.”  And
again he says,—<If impressions be received as the rule of action, instr.ad
of the written word, I know nothing so wicked and absurd but that
we may fall into, and that without remedy.” Whitehead, with greas

\ ‘plety, zeal, and disintercstedness beea preserved unabated 2mong the

lila.xchexs, it is impossible to say how far the beveficial influence of

i}

to the scriptural standard. One of the standing accusations against. ’

Mr. Wesley, he has been regarded as one of the purest, most sincere,

wag thus humble, simple, and child-like during the entire periad of his

eandor, in his history of the Wesleys, declares that, “Ilad the original |
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Methodism over the morals of the people of all ranks would have ex- '
tended.”

But after a diligent and ploding search for truth, stretching over a
period of twenty years, and a gradual advancement from the power of |
! traditions to the life of the seriptures, Mr. Wesley and his laboring |
wssociates took a step which proved a serious check to further advauce-
ment, and laid the basis of future retrogression. In 1744, June 3t th,
the Methodist reformer, in the words of Whitghead, “returned to Lon-
don, where he met his brother, two or three other clergymen, and a few
1 of the preachers, whom he had appointed to come from various parts,
to confer with them on the affuirs of the societies.” This was appar-
ently a very harmless arrangement, and so in reality it was for the
time then present. Referring to it himself, Wesley aays of it with
becoming modesty, “June 2°th, and the five following days, we spent
in conferenc with our preachers, seriously considering by what means
we might the most effectually save our own souls and them that heard
ms.” And when the proceedings of a number of these confering seasons
were published, they were simply headed, “Minutes of several Conver-
sations between the Reverend Mr. Wesley and others.” Could any
reascnable son of Adam, and especially any one saved by the sccond
Adam, entertain the slightest objection to an ‘organization? so simpls

.

and devotional ?
TTarmless indeed was the said Conference as at first constituted. Bus

4 the principle of cxpedency which called it into existence, as was per-
fectly natural, grew up stronger and still stronger, while the word and |
authority of Jesus were in the same ratio neglected, until in the ful
ness of the system, hinged upon the discretivnary principle, the appeal
was made to the law of Conferenee rather than to the voice of seripture.

Now, let us read over again a single sentence from the extract at the
beginning of this article. Our friend says, “ A traveling mivistry is
clearly involved in the commission of our Saviour :—if our Lord’s com-
mand requires a certain thing to ke dene, which thing cannot be done
but by the adoption of speeific measures, then these messures are as
much commanded as the thing to be dore.” This is equal to saying
that the Lord Jesus authorized the Methodist Couference.  The argu-
ment stands thus: the gospel is to be preached everywhere ; preachers
must therefore travel everywhere and preach ; they cannot travel thus
sud preash without being sent and sustained by Conferenee ;—there-
fore the adoption of Coenferencs measures is sanctioned by ‘the Author
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of the gospel commission. Such is the argument. While this is lay-
ing on the expediency clement pretty thick, we must candidly admit
that the writer’s logic in this chapter of things is equal if not supe-
rior to any we have hitherto met.

The various families of Protestants all have their own distinetive
manner of fulfiling their duty as it respeets the commission, and they all
have their cogent reasons, satisfactory to themselves, for the expedients
they adopt.  But if we could affirm it without offence we would say in
the face of them all that no improvement has yet been made or is likely

to be made upon the apostolic or purely scriptural order.
D. 0.

——

‘ LACHLIN TAYLOR IN ROME. &

he very competent Agent of the Upper Canada Bible Society, L.
Taylor, Wesleyan Minister, visited the city of Rome inJuly last.  We
extract the subjoined paragraphs of an epistle he addressed to a friend
in Canada while he was in the great city,

D. O.

Though you will receive this long after date, you will see that in no
lessa plase than the Lternal City I remember you, and in wandering in
its magnificent ruins, such as exist no where clse on the globe, I thought
I wouid pen a few thoughts—not exclusively about Rome, but eon-
cernin oi1e or two  other sputs which possess associations of interest

the rains which remain of Rome pagan, the mind is overwhelmed, and
stegrers at an atiempt to deseribe any single feature of the ten thousand
whicir group tegether in the renowned spot which for so many centuries
gave Jaws tu the vorld.  How replete with instraction, and most »oleimm

came to the palaee of the Cwesars 1 found myself in a solitary garden,
with pothing to cross my path but a lizard uow and then, cven while
Crossing the saioon in which sat and reasoned the masters of the globe,
Apartof it is wsed by some peasants as a hay-loft, and all its associas
tions seeted to say ¢ Thus shall they perish who have not made the

baildings o the globe—capable of accomwmodating 100,090 persons,

and gigantic ideus.

S

saarcely sccond to the great capital of Romanism itself.  In writing of °

is the fact, that journeyivg amidss the scenes of departed glory, when I

Loed their trust”  Phe Colliscum, the noblest and most spacious

and inwhich they went to see the gladiators fight with the wild beasts |
and somebiines with eagh other, is alsu inrains, and what a ruin! The °
gpectator i3 at onee impressed that “ there were giants in those days,”
and that our conzeptions of greatness and grandeur in architecture sink
inw insignificance, when brought iuto competition with their sublimg °
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You would like to have accompanied me to the spot on which stood ]
the house where the Apostle’ Paul “dwelt for two whole years, and re- |
ceived.all that came in unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, and 1
teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Chuist, with all !
confidinee, no man forbidding him.”  And then we wonid take a walk |
on the Appian way, until we came to Titus’s arch, ereeted to ecmmemo- |
rate his return from the conquest and destruction of Jernsalem, On
one side is eut the marble representation of Titus in a triumphal car,
drawn by four hovses abreast, and he is followed by senators, lictors, !
tribunes and the people, who are marching in trivmph aiter im. On
the otlier sidde are the poor captive Jews, tied to each other, and made
to follow in the rear; and beside them a fac similie of a candlestick and
other parts of the furniture of that memorable house where dwelt the
Shekinah, the overshadowing cherubim, and the glory. How fuil of
interest to  he Bibiical student is such an oceular and dircet confirma-
tion of what ofr adurable Redeemer dwelt on with so much pathos and
fearful warning, 2nd caused him as he approached and beheid the city
to weep over it.  Blessed Immanuel!  When their learts were rank- :
ling with the desire of putting him to death, and they were ready to
exclaim, ¢ his blood be upon us and upon our children,” he returned
it with a sympathy in which he poured forth the tears of his Leart.

1 would like to linger among the features of modern Rome, and tell |
you what [ saw in Baint Leter’s Cathedral, a building which was 300
years in progress before it was completed, and cost ten milliv 1s of pounds
stg. Iwould like to tell you what Isaw init on St. Peter’s day,
when it was illuminated, the finest ohject that T expect to see until, if
I am faithful to graee, I see the New Jerugalem, where they nced no
candles, neither light of the sun, but the glory of God doth lighten it,
and the Lamb is the light thereof. But time, and your paper and
patience would fail, and I must abbreviate, for Tum surrounded just
now with fifty or sixty men, the greater number of whom are talking
aloud. :

I must say a word or two to you about Naples. Pomyeii, the city ;
covered with lava and sand since A. D. 74, until lately excavated ; and
Herew'ancum its neighbor ; Vesuvius, with its two craters blazing away
which I asecnded and examined at night—a sight vhich will amply
repay a visit frum America to southern Ttaly, Then go in faney to
Puteoii, and imagine my feelings when I looked at the idcntical bay of
which it is said—* And from thence we fetehed a compass and eame to
Rhegium, and after one day the south wind blew, and the next day we
came to Puteoli.” Glorious man! if he were now there, he would find
greater need of preaching the primitive gospel at Puteoli than even at !
that day, for on the dours is a free indulgence offered. O God, arise
in this dark land and maintain thine own cause.

—_——————

% Rosa Madiai and her husbaud, whose imprisonment in Tuseany ;
made them famous some years since, now keep a depository for the sale
-of Biblesand religious books at Nice.
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«YE ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.”

For the Christian Banner.

«Yeare the light of the world,” said the Heavenly Teacher to
his disciples, as he instructed them concerning the nature of the King-
dom he was about to set up: and unfolding to their understanding,
those pure and holy principles which were to characterize that King-
dom: which were to form its distinguishing features; and which were
to be held forth in an offensive attitude, during every period ofhis reign,

“Yeare the light of the world.” To you is committed the high
duty and the lofty privilege, of holding up before the eyes of men that
Juminary that wil! fully exhibit God to man, and man to himself: that
will enable him to se2 at a glance, his high position, his relations to
his fellow creatures, aud especially to the Great God who has given
them all life and breath and being.

“Ye are tho light of the world.” Into your hands is given that
light which alone is capable of dispelling the darkness and gloom that
envelop earth as a shroud: to you it is given to scatter the rays of
heaven’s own light from pole to pole, until every mortal eye shall behold
them : until the hearts of thousands now enveloped in cold and dark-
ness, shall be warmed and enlightened: to you it is given to point
tothe ¢highway of holiness’ on Zion’s mount, cast up for them there,

, to guide their wandering feet in the path of peace, that they grope not

in the dark and stumble not : to show to the cultivators of Asia’s fer-
tile fields, to those who tread Afrie’s burning sands, aad Europe’s unde- !
veloped soil, the light of life, the way to heaven, the sourse of happi- |
ness.

“Ye are the light of the world.” But whence this light? The

. disciples in primitive time were reflectors. They had witnessed with
" joy the rising of the Sun of Righteousness; they had received the
 healing imparted by his beams: their souls were filled with light and
 life, peace and joy, as they basked in the sunshine of his presence, and

enjoyed the warmth of his love. That light again proceeded from
them, until all Jerusalem was filled with it.
Samaria too becume enlightened, and ere long Grecian and Romsn

: idolatry, in all its cnormity, itsiniquity and abommatlen, were expos-
- ed to full view ; and so it spreads until the whole world were enabled
. to sce « the light of the knowledge of the glory of God; s it shone
§ forth in the face of Jesus Christ,”
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Unfortunately however this great light was not permitted long to
shine without interruption: the clouds of darkness intervening bedim.
med his rays. Men were no longer able ) see upon the character of
the saint the image of Christ. Their way chart of heaven beeame
obscured, add so they strayed from the right path and wandered in the
slough of error.

And as darkness reizned around, i
Earth was wrapt in slecp prolound. {

This state of things continued for many long years uninterruptad, }
when, lo! the light again broke forth, being hailed with acclamations |
of joy, by thousands of trusting hearts, who received and rcjoiced in
it. Yot it was not fully developed until in this nineteenth century |
when it now shines forth in all its prestine beauty and splendour ; and
men ar¢ cnabled to read with an unobscured vision, the will of God, l
and trace the pathway of heaven, their eye being fixed on the mark of !
the prize at the end of the journey, without fear of the intervention of
the hypocrisy of priesteraft or the darkness of paganism.

“Ye are the light of the world.” Christians of the nineteenth cen.
tury, your God thus speaks to you also in tones equally emphatic,
Hence, then, there is resting upon you all that weight of responsibility
that loftiness of privilege which the primitive Christians possessed,
To you is committed the light of life, the word of God, to diseminate
it among your fellow men.

Treacherous India, the great Celestial Empire, and indeed all Asia,
bave claims upon you which you never can discharge until they are
made partakers of the hope of that ‘life and iipmertality brought to
light by the gospel.’ The dark and Lenighted sons of Africa, too, as
woll as the canuibal savages of the Puacific islands are travelling in
darknoss, the road that Jeads to death, for want of the light which you
possess ; and will you withhold it, will you simply put your eandle under
a bushsl and then expect the appellation ¢ well done good and faithful
gervant.,” Certsinly not. Let us, then, fellow Christians, think its
high honour to work with and for God, in spreading far and wide the
light of heaven, in kindling a ray of hope in dark and benighted
souls, in endeavouring to bring others into the esjoyment of the bless-
| ings Heaven has so froely vouchsafed to us; and so we will obey the
injunotion of our Saviour :~¢ Lat your light so shine before men that

. they secing your good works may glorify your Father whois in beaven.”
J.W. T,
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COMMUNION —CLOSE AND OPEN.

——

No man who has been with the apostles long enough to admire and
practise their lessons can believe in either Open or Close communion.
With one of the most ancient creeds, every friend of the Lord can say,
¢ I believe in the communion of saints.”” Christian communion, or the
communion of Christ’s people, is, we believe, the only sort of commun-
ion sanctioned by heaven in this dispensation. .

James Cooper is 2 Baptist minister in the town of Woodstock, Cana-
da West. Ie has recently been arguing for Close communion. Heis,
we bave reason to judge, an excellent man ; but all excellent men are
not always in all things excellent. A writer in the Gospel Tribune, of
Toronto, is pleased to respond to Mr. Cooper, and from this response
we copy the following, adding, that it would give us pleasure to give a
sample of friend Cooper’s rcasoning in his own language, but our
neighbors who publish the Baptist ¢ Messenger’ are so 10t that they
refuse to exchange with wus, and thercfore the following appears by
itself :— D. 0.

Clos: Baptists do exclude from Christ’s table, and his church,
“those whom they acknowledge to be true children of God ;" and this
Dear Sir, seems so evidently wrong, that I presume you would not dare
tosay you have a direct warrant for actual cxpulsion; you, in your
judgemant, merely form churches on the apostolic model, and the es-
clusion of the true children of God happens to be the consequence!

Your confession at the commencement is significant; you felt itto be
soand you could not proceed a step till you had delivered yourself free-
ly; viz. ¢ There is no question on which our feclings are so
much tested as on the Communion question, no one cn whickh the
opponcnts of our views press us so hardly, and none on which they
better succeed in making unkindly prejudice against us’?  This
frank confession is amply corrcborated in the history of the Commun-
ion controversy, especially in Canada. Can it be accounted for that
this (uestion more than any other, tries your feelings so much,—presses
you s0 hardly, &.? You do account for it ; you allege it is the appar-
enl conclusiveness, the sceming  self-cvidentness of our argumeut that
is the cause.

It appears to you unaccountable that Close Communion, with so
many opponents having talents and learning of the highest oxder, lives
and prospers.  But, Sir, is it more so than that Popery lives and thrives
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in similar circumstances? I have long ago given up estimating the
soundness of a theory by the number of its adherents. Apart from
this I seriously question the correctness of the allegation that Close
Communion docs prosper, and I could urge some plausible reasons for
my doubts, but I forbear, except to remind you that, on the other side
of the Atlautic at least, it does not prosper. In Hugland, the great
majority. if not nextto all the ministers in the denomination,—the
leaders in every enterprisc tending to the advancement of the Baptist
denomination, and more especially the kingdom of Christ in the world, |
—ithe Steancs,—the Nocls,—the Hintons,—the Hobys, yea, and the
Spurgeons, besides a host of similar worthies, too numerous to name,—
all avow and practise Open Communion,—all repudiate the incongra-
ous assumption that Jesus Christ has made it the duty of his church to
exclude from her communion ¢ the true children of God, his own sin-
cere followers, who live in daily communion with himself.”

I now proceed to notice your serious charge against Peedobaptists for
condemning Close Communionists while they themselves arcin the
same condemnation. You conterd that Peedobaptists hold baptism to |
be a term of communion just as much as you do; and consequently
that, < if you sin against Christ in cxcluding his people so do they;”
and you appeal to their standards in proof; these declaring baptism to
be an initiatory rite into the church of Christ. Granted it would shew
their inconsistency, but it would not affect the communion question
though as you allege the Close Communion of P:wdobaptists were pre-
cisely the same in every respect as that of Close Baptists ; as it is, how-
ever, a very common and somewhat plausible subterfuge to which Striet |
Baptist defenders of Close Ccmmunion retreat when “hardly pressed,” 5
I shall give it some attention. :

It is true many Dae:dobaptists may hold the principle precisely as |
Close Baptists hold it; but they cannot, in thewr circumstances, act |
out the principle as Close Buptists do. I am happy to see that you do |

not quite overlook the fact that there is a difference between your cir- !
cumstances and theirs ; your unbaptized and theirs belonging to entirely
different classes, which is of cssential importance. You affect to deny |
this; you allege “they rejeot Christ’s people as well as you ;” and that |
if they deny this it is their business to prove that those whom they | ;
{Pxlobaptists) reject aro not pious. Now, Sir, you must know it is uet r
incumbent on them to prove a negative ; they may call on you toprove i
. the affrmative. At all events it is fairly and clearly implied in your |

i
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i language that there is some great difference between the two classes;
| you admit it is Jiable lo be questioned whether there be pious persons
among those who are baptized in relation’ to Paxdobaptists, while you
hold the piety of many of the unbaptized in relation to Close Baptists
to be unquestionable ; for you call themn “true children of God,” “sin-
cere followers of Christ,” “living in daily communion with himself.”
Now, be it observed, every individual in the class for whose reception
we plead, is understood to give some credible evidence of right to be so
designated ; for, you must be aware, we plead for their reception on
the very ground that we believe them to he “the true children of God,”
&c., and that as such they have the right to be received whether we
will yield il or not. Now, I dare to afﬁrm, there is no class standmg
unbaptized in relation to Pewxdobaptists that can be so designated.
Moreover, I seriously question if a single instance was ever known of a
person who had never been baptized in any sense, being refused adinis.
sion into a Pxdobaptist chureh, for non-submission to baptism, yet
I recognized as a “lrue child of G'od.” When you, Dear Sir, point me
to such an instance, I will admit Paedobaptist Close Communion may
be compared to Striet Baptist Close Communion, and I will admit that
“they sin against Christ by rejecting his people as well as you ;” and
that, if this be what they generally approve, it is with a very bad
grace indeed that they find fault with you. I repeat, Pocdobaptists
may hold the Close principle, as Baptists hold it, but till they become
Baptists, they can not practise it, simply for want of the material ;
there are no unbaptized Christians who can seek admission to their
churches refusing $o subwit to baptism, and consequently they cannot
carry into practice the distinguishing characteristic of Strict Baptist
Close Communion ; viz., reject recognized Christians, because holding
another judgment on the doctrine of Laptism.

I maintain then that the Close Communion of Close Baptists is quite
s different thing from that of any other denomination: even Open
Communion Baptists are Close in reference to such unbaptised persons
as Peedobaptists refuse to admit; it would make nothing for you, were
we to admit, that precisely the same kind of Close Communion prevail-
ed, and was strictly carried out during the Apostolic age, that is, that
they admitted none of the unbaptized, becanse none of them were “true
childrer of God.”

But say Pedobaptists in their standards admit that baptxsm is the
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initiatory rite into the church of Christ, and this you say “renders
powerless all their fulminations against Close Communion.” I cannot
see how the admission can affect them in the least, unless you can make
it appear that there is no entering the Church of Christ but by bap-
tism. You evidently hold your view of baptism as cquivalent to a
door by which alone cntrance can be gained into the Church of Christ;
thus excluding all Paedobaptists, though you recognize many of thcm

as “the true children of God—the sincere followers of Christ.” IfI
know anything of Puseyism, this is its essencc. .

Having endeavoured to conviet Pacdobaptists of being in the same
condition with yourself, and of the consequent powerlessness of their
arguments and fulminations against Close communion, you next attempt
to convinece Open Communionists that, owing to disunion among them-
selves, and with Pxedobaptists, their arguments too are harmless.

The argument of Padobaptists powerless,—those of Open Commun-
ionists harmless! Why so hardly pressed by your opponents in the
discussion of this question? Why do they so effecfually raise a preju-
dice against you? This is rather difficult to be accounted for.

That there is some difference of opinion among Open Communion.

‘ists, we do not deny. But the grand distinguishing excellenee of our

principle is, that it admits of differences without divisions, as Christ
and the Spirit’s teachings require.

T now close with a few remarks on your concluding paragraph, the
first sentence in which runs thus, “when our opponents shew that
Christians were admitted to the fellowship of tlm Church under the
eye of inspired teachers without baptismn,—then we will shew them
that the apostles excluded Cluist’s people from his own table.”

Now, Sir, we firmly believe-that in apostolic times ALL “they that

" gladly received his word were baptized,” no doubt without a moment’s

unnecessary delay ; but many now receive the word with cqual glad-
ness, who cannot be baptized as you require it to be done. Those who
believe they are already baptized eertainly cannot, and till they become
of your mind what then shall be done? Tlow shall we treat them?
We are not warranted to receive them, you say, till they be immersed.
But the same cause would of course render it unwarrantable for them
to form churches by themselves, or even to professto be Christians 5 for
many, if not all, Close Communionists hold that a profession of faith
cannot be made without baptism. Ought we not then to endeavour to
persuade them to give up having any thing to do with the religion of

i

1
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Christ till they adopt our views of baptism?  Verily, Dear Sir, if your
arguments and inference be valid, I cannot see how we can be justified
in pursuing any other course? Shall we pursue it, brother? If not, I
must press you with inconsistency 5 for it has always appeared to m-

mosb unaccountable that you should so resolutely contend that you have
o warrant for going the length you do in rejecting “the true children
of God,” from his house and his table, and yet treat them in all other
respects as “the¢rue children of God.”

« THE RICHES OF HIS LOVE.”

For the Christian Banner.

Magnetism and Electricity prevade the whole Universe, as does also
the mysterious and invisible power of Gravitation, and although we
know not what these wonderful agents are or whence they came, yet we
do know that they exist, and have a wonderful effect upon all things
material. So the Love of God prevades the Universe and its presence
is every where made manifest, except in that cold region, the unbelieve
er’s heart ; and even there Mercy keeps Death from crowding into the
vacuum at every pulsation.

Ifwe suspend a common bar of steel horizontally, so as to have it
swing in perfect equlibrium, it will remain in any position, in which it
may be when deprived of motion ; but if we pass a powerful magnet over
it the right way, it will immediately acquire polarity, and will point
directly north ; and whatever disturbances it may meet with it will
always resume that true position whenever left to the operation of that
secret power alone, and undisturbed.

Thus the human heart, in a state of nature may be compared to the
unmagnetized bar of steel. But when the Gospel (which is the “power
of God unto salvation to all who believe it”) is applied, in the right
way, the affections are immediately  set on things above,” and the
Spirit will promptus ever to keep straight on toward God. But as
in Nature the magnetic needle is turned away from its truc pole, by
many ¢ local attractions,” so also the god  of this world” (sce 2 Cor.
iv. 4) may “blind,” and turn away the heart from Jesus. Equally
important is it that the magnet be applied the right way, for if un-
skillfully handled, or applied the wrong way, the consequence may be,
that no effect will be produced ; or even that the needle be reversed so
as to point the wrong way.  Thus if the Gospel be misunderstood, or
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misapplied, the result may be equally deleterious or dangerous to the |

soul.

God will have His laws observed, as well in spiritual as in material ;

matters, and He has given us the magnet with full instructions how to
use it ; and if we run astray, or upon dangerous reefs, it will be our own
fault. The Chart lies open before us, and the Meridion well defined—

let us steer straight by Calvary, and we shall meet our King in Glory. ;

T. W,
Williamsville, Feb. 1st, 1858.

LECTURES.

Between the commencement of last July and the beginning of Jan-
uary, we delivered a series of lectures—some seven or eight in all—a
little west of Brighton. On the whole we have never offered to any
community a clearer exhibition of man’s position and God’s manner and
means of blessing him. We have not only wiped out a measure of

prejudice, but we have reason to conclude that seed is sown which will !

yet spring forth and produce the proper kind of fruit.
D. 0.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

Erie co., N. Y., Sth Teb.
Diar Brorner O.1rimaxt:—When I wrote last T told you that when

Ihad some good news I would write again. I now fulfil my !

pledge by informing you of the triumph of the gospel in the town of
Marilla, 2 new field of labor, the next town north of Wales. I com-
menced holding mectings there about two months ago, once in two
weeks, and the gospel proved to be the power of God to salvation ; and
amid all the opposition with much slander I have won eleven noble
souls to the cause of Christ, most of them heads of families—five by
immersion and six from the Baptists. Those with the four disciples
that lived there before, I have organized into a congregation, with the
prospect of more additions soon. I tell you, dear brother, I see more
beauty in the gospel every day I live.

Dear Brother, I want to see that question settled between brother
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Dr. qnepard and others 1 uaxtmth patlence for your artlcle. For
myself, I think Evangelists have a place and something to do in Christ’s
kingdom, and all I have hicre to say is, if it be an argument that be-
cause the first Evangelists had special gifts, and that when these ceased
the office ceased, why not say as do some reasoners—that when these
gifts ceased in the chureh the church cense to be the church of God:
But I wait, and am willing to be instructed on this point.
Yours in love,

1. J. Beowx.

[Tt is a question with us whether the full time be come to enter
largely into an investigation of the position of Bvangelists, though we
design to pay a measurc of attention to the subject during the current
year. But we are persuaded, according to all the symptoms of exist-

" ing religivus maludics, that the contest between old-fashioned ceclesias-

! tic tyranny and thie more modern tyranny of religious democracy must

be kept up yet for a period, ere the true fricnds of the Bible will, gene-
rally, get glimpses cnough of the light to see where the primitive breth-
renstood. Great indeed are men’s extremes, but God who overrules
evil for final good, sometimes mukes use of one cxtreme to destroy &
worse extreme, just as he did anciently make use of one great monarch
to cut off and put down another It is, however, in our judgment,
more becoming aud consistent, more wisc and safe, to open and ponder :
the seriptures upon all subjects, and follow their lead, than to consult
either past or present theories, customs, or expedients, however respeet-
able in the eyesof even good men. Some friends—only however one or
two—have proved themselves badly balanced and shown that they are
oot governed by the Spirit of the Lord in writing to us oa this topic.
Because we approved of svme senimenis in a discourse upon the office
and work of Evangclists, delivered by an able brother and published in
this monthly more than a year ago, we have not only been held per-
sonally responsible for all that he advanced, but we have been assailed
as though it was our intent to introduce and maintain human authorisy,
usarpation, and ecclesiastic dominancy. ~ Whether these darts are tip-
ped with fire or frost, we not only desire to meet them with the ¢ whole
armor of God,’ but it is also our desire that all avowed fricnds of the
Lord who seck to oppose spiritual tyranny may prove by practice thas
they are not themselves possessed of a tyrannical spirit.

One thmg is certain. An Evangehst, one whom the seriptures |
Tecognize, is & modest, humble, unassuming, lowly minded man. Let
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him who would be great among you, be servant of all,’ is the model
of his manners and labors. We have no idea that Titus and Timothys
Silas and Barnabay, were puffed up with official pride and priestly -
haughtiness, but they were doubtless among the humblest of the Lord’s

humble. Whenever we observe an Evangelist or a Bishop lifting
himself to the top of his authority, or perchance a noteh or two above
it, we gravely counclude that the Lord never gave him any authority of |
any deseription in the family of the saved. The leader of God's ancient
people, to whom was divinely committed the largest and weightiest -
trust, was “ the meckest man in all the carth.”’~—D. O.] '

e v e o

!
Our fellow laborer, brother Munnell, writes, that sinee he has com-
menced preaching in Cincinnati, within some four wecks, nine have '

confessed and put on the Lord Jesus. {

Brother Hillock, of Ohio, who made a visit at Brighton some weeks
sinee, writing to us subsequently, says: ¢ After leaving you, I was the
second Lord’s day in Pickering, where with the conjoint labors «fbroth-
ers Kilgour and Lister, there were thirty-cight added to the Lord at .
Pickering and Searboro’.”

Our brother (¢. Pow, of New Albany, Ohio, in a recent epistle, ob-
serves: ¢ The Banner is always a welcome visitor. It contains many
excellent pieccs ; and I should be pleased to learn that you are receiving
from it ample remuncration for your Jabors ; but I fear that is not the |
case.—Great changes have taken place since you were in Ohio. Brother ’
Lauphear has moved to Bloomington, state of Illinois. Brother Isaac.
Errett has removed to Michigan ; indeed a large number of our Jaborers
has gone West. I address the congregation in Green nearly every
Lord’s day ; congregation comparatively small, many having moved
westward.”?

From the British Millennial Harbinger, December and Jahuary .
Numbers, we gather these items of news :— At Crossgates seven were
added te the disciples; at Nottingham four ; at Loughborough one ; at
Manchester six ; at Stockport one ; at Maryport four ; at  Mountsorrel
onc ; at Camden Town, London, cight; at Castlewcllan five ; at Llanfair
one; at Marlpool twos;in all fity.
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Opening to the department of Church News in cur American Ex-
changes for January, it is a pleasure to find reported one thousand, five
hundred, and thirty accessious recently to the disciples of Christ.

The Baptists in Canada claim additions during the past year to the
number of over one thousand. Considering the numerous churches of
our Baptist brethren, and the proportion of preachers, this is not a large
increase during twelve months. The Disciples, although still lacking
in labor and in zeal, have doubtless, according to their numbers, in-
creased at more than double this rate. As reported in the Canadian
Daptist Register, the Baptists in Canada called Regular number ten
thousand, six hundred, and twenty-threc. Number of Churches, one
hundred and ninety-five. Number of ministers, one hundred and

thirty. D. 0.

—~—

NEWS AND NOTICES.

The estimable brother Munnell, late of Williamsville, N. Y., bas
removed to Cincinnati. The Williamsville Institute is now superin-
tended and presided over by brother King. Brother Munnell lakors
with one of the congregations in the city of Cincinnati, and devotes his
whole time and ability in publishing the tidings of life to sinners and
in edifying the believers.

There was received at the Banner office a week ago a little work
entitled “Christianity at a Glance,” Ly T. IH. Milner, Edinburgh, Scot-
land, consisting of twenty-four one-page tracts. We helieve it was
mailed for us at Auchtermuchiy, Scotland, probably by brother Dron.

¢ The Christian Sunday Schoo! Journal,” published at Cincinnati,
Obio, by brother IL S. Bosworth: semi-menthly : single copy thirty-five
cents 3 three copies one dollar; twenty-five copies five dollars. There
are some good things in this little work.

“American Messenger o’ published monthly hy the American Tract
Society in New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Bultimore, Cincinnati, and
New Orleans. Canada Kast and West supplied by O. D. Grosvenor,
120 State st., Rochester, N. Y. Only twenty-five cents a-year.

“The Church and its Creed,” an address by J. Knox, Baptist min-
ister, Mount Salem, Prince Idward Island. This address wes pro.
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nounced at Charlottetown before an association or yearly assembly of
brethren, and i3, on the whole, very creditable.

¢ The Home : a Monthly for the Wife, the Mother, the Sister and the
Daughter :” published at Buffalo, N. Y., and edited by Mrs. H. E. G-
Arey. Only $1.50 per year. A choice periodical.

THE SPIRIT’S BAPTISM.

From a pamphlet entitled “The Scriptures Unveiled,” the subjoined
parsgiaphs are taken. These fow sentences are of greater value to the
student of the Holy Book than forty and one volumes of modernly-
contrived theology on this subject.

D. 0.

“yH:Z BAPTISY OF THE HALY GHOST.”

This expression was uttored in the Apostolic age, three times; first,
by the Baptist, (Mark 1: %.) and recorded by four of the Evangelists.
2. By Jesvs himself, Acts1: £. 3. The same gift is, however,
alluded to under different terms. We give the following specimens :—

1. And they went forth, and preached cvery where, the Lord work-
ing with them, aud CONFIRMING THE WORD with signs fellowing.
Mark 16: 20,

2. And behold, Isend the PROMISE OF THE FATHER upon
you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be ENXDUED
with POWER FROM ON HIGH. Luke 24: 49. ‘

3. And they were all filled with the 1loly Ghost, and began to
SPEAK WITH OTHER TONGUIS, as the Spirit_gave them utter-
auce. Acts. 2: 4.

4. Forasmuch then as God gave them THE LIKE GIFT as Le
did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, what was I, that
I could withstand God?  Aets I1: 17,

By 2 little attention to the words in capitalsin the preceding texts,
we have the Spirit’s own definition of this gift, thus :—The promised
gift of the Father, or power from on high, by which persons so endued,
were enabled 1o speak with fongues, or perform other miracles tn con-
Jirmation of the word. Every Christian has the Spirit in some sense ;
but as it is not every use of walcr that is baptism, so it is not every
gift of the Spirit that is baptism of the Spirit. On the contrary, there
never were but two cases of this gift on our carth—the one at Jerusa-
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lem, recorded in Acts 2d, and the other at Cesarea, found in Acts 10th.

There was another gift of the Spirit conferred by the imposition of :

the hands of the Apostles ; but that gift was never called a ¢ bap-
tism ; still, neither of these gifts has any mor‘al man received since
the apostolic day. The baptism of the Holy Ghost is three times
called “ the promise of the Father;” and Peter says, Acts 2: 83.
« Having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he
bath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.” But what did they

+ gee T ¢ Cloven tongues like as of fire.” Acts 2 : 3. That was what

they saw. And what did they hear? “ We do hear them speak in
our own fongues the wonderful works of God.” Acts2:11. This then
was what they heard. 'Thus, Peter informs us, that < the promise of
the Father,” called also the * baptism of the Holy Ghost,” shed forth
on Pentecost, was what they “saw” and ¢ heard.” This is no man’s
aopinion, but the word of God says, * He hath shed forth this which
ye nowsee and hear.””  Thus the word of Grod has foréclosed against the
opinions of men, and all pettyfogging in the case. Now, Reader, did
you ever hear and sce such things in your life? If not, you have never
witnessed a “ baptism of the Holy Ghost.” I would take a trip across
the Atlantic tosee & man baptized with the Holy Spirit.

A QUARTERLY PERIODICAL.

The ‘Sentinel,” of Peoria, Illinois, contains a sentiment relative to
& Quarterly which we are gratificd to see. Our cotemporary says, “We
look longingly to the time when we shall have at least one thorough-

going, high-toned quarterly—-a standard of literary and religious criti-. |

cism.”’
Years ago we suggested the utility of getting up a solid, sterling,

and large-souled Quarterly, the issue of which mwight carry the power- :

and treasure of a whole phulanx of the ablest minds and richest affec-
tions to the great family of readers in America ; conveying large foun-
tains of grace, love, and truth, and leading onward well disciplined
buttalions of argument from victory to victory.

D. 0.

———-

(% Write your name by kindness, love, and mercy, on the hearts of

the peaple you come in contact with year by year, and you wxll neve:

be forgotten.

tnsr T L TR
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GOD’S PATIENCE.

There is no more wondrous subject thanthe patience of God. Think
of the lapse of ages during which that patience has lasted—~six thou-
sand years! Think of the multitudes who have been the subjects of it
—millions on milliors, in successive climes and centuries ! Think of
the sins which have all that time been trying and wearying that patience
—their number, their heinousness, their aggravation. The world’s his-
tory of iniquity—a lengthened provoeation of the Almighty’s forbear-
ance. The'chureh, like a feeble ark, tossed on a mighty occan of unbe-
lief; and yet the world, with its cumberers, still spared! The cry of
its sinful millions at this moment entering “the cars of the God of sab-
aoth,” and yet, for all this, His band of merey is stretched out still!

And who is this God of patience? It is the Almighty who could
strike these millions down in a moment; who could, by a breath, annihi-
late the world ; nay, who would require no positive or visible forthput-
ting of His omnipotence to cffect this, but simply to withdraw His sus-
taining arm !

Surely, of all the examples of the Almighty's power, there is none
more wondrous or amazing than “God’s power over Himself.” Heis
“slow to anger.” God bears for fifteen hundred years, from Moses ‘and
Joshua, with Isracl’s unbelief; and yet, as a pious writer remarks,
“He speaks of it as but a day.” “All day long have I stretched out
my hands to a disobedient and gainsaying people.” What is the his-
tory of all this tenderness? ¢My thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.”

et e it e — or—————— ——

Brisre~-It is somewhat remarkable (says the Fnglish Church
Morning Herald) that the three Dissenting preachers who attract the
largest audiences on Sundays in the three greatest towns in the king-
dom are Baptists, namely, Mr. C. II. Spurgeon, in London ; Mr. Ar-
thur Mursell, at the Free Trade Hall, Manchester; and Mr. ITugh
Stowell Brown, at the Lord Nelson-street Concert Ifall, Liverpool.

&% Henry Ward Beecher has given notice of his intention to apply
to the Trustees of the Church for the immediate construction of a bap~
tistry in the building, after the manner of the Baptist denomination, in
order to accommodate those who evincea preference for baptism by im-
mersion ujo1 joining the church,
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JOHN NEWTON’S BANK.

time ¢t commercial distress in Fngland

1 have a never-failing Bank,—
A nrae than colden stere,—
No earthiy Bank i~ hali'~o rich ;
How tiren can 1 he poor?
"I~ when my stock is ~pent and gone,
. And [ without a groat;
; I el to hasten to my Bank,
' And beg a little note.

Sometimes my Banker, smiling, says,
Why doo’t you oftener come?
H And when I diaw o little note,
Wiy not a larger suin ?
Why live so niggardly and poor?
Your Bank comains a plenty;
Wiy comeand take a nne-pound note,
When you migit have a twenty?
Yes, rwenty thousand ten times told
Is but a trithog sum
To what vour Father has 1aid up
Secure in Christ Uis Son.
Since then my Bankerissorich,
1 have no cause to boriow;
I'.1live upon my cash to day,
And draw again to-morrow.

I've been a thonsand times before
And never was rejestet ;

Sometnnes iy RBavlker gives me more

H Than a~k’d tor or expeeted

; Sometimes §'ve felt a little prond

i ve wmanaged thinas so clever,

1 Sut ah ! betore the day is gone,

{ I've felt as pour as ever.

i Should all the Banks in Britain fail,

B The Bank of Sugzland smash;

i Bring in vour no'es to Zion’s Bank,

) You'll surely have your cash.

i And if you have but one small note,

i Fear not to biing it in,

H Come boldiy to the Bank of Grace;

t

4

t
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The Banker is withiu.

"Tis only those beloved of God,
\ Redeem’d by precions blood,
That never ha:l a note 10 bring ;
These ave the gifts of God.

This Baok is full o”precious notes,

: ' Allsigned, and sealed, and fice ;

Though many deubting souls may say,
There isnot one for me,

The following lines, which wiil at onee be recognized as characteristic of
the anthor’s siyle, were wiitten by the celebrated Johix Newton, during a
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U S S P

«1 DID AS THE REST DID.”

This tame, yielding spirit—this doing ““as the rest did”—has ruined
thousands.

A young wman is invited by vicious companions to visit the theatre, or
the gambling room, or ather haunts of licentiousness,  Ile becomes dis- *
tipated, spends his time, loses his eredit, squanders his property, and at
last sinks into an untimely grave. What ruived him?  Simply
“ domg as the rest did.”

A father has a family of sons. Ife is wealthy. Other children in
the same situatio in life do so aud so, are indulged in ghis thing and
that. Heindulged his own in the same way. They grew up idlers, -
triflers and fops.  The father wonders why his children do not succeed
better. Ife has spent so much money on their cducation, has given -
them great advantages ; but alas! they are only a souree of vexation
and trouble. Poor man, he is just paying the peanity of ¢ doing as the
rest did.” .

This poor mother strives hard to bring up her davghters genteelly, |
They learn what others do, to paint, to sing, to play, to dunee, and
several useful matters. In time they marry; tben husbands are unable
to support their extravagance, and they are soon reduced to poverty,
and wretchedness, The good woman is astonished. ¢ Truly,” says-
she, ¢ 1 did as the rest did.” :

The sinner, following the example of others, puts off repentance, and |
negleets christianity, Ie passes along through life, till, unawares,.
death strikes the fatal blow. IIe has no time left now to prepare, And;
he goes down to destruction, because he was so foolish as to “do as thy
rest did.”—Golden Rule.

Varramr.—Nearly a hundred years ago, Voltaire resided st Genevil
One day he said to some friends, in a boastful, sneering tone ; ¢ befom::
the beginning of the nineteenth century, Christianity will have disap-
peared from the earth ' Inthat same house, in that same room where-
these impious words were spoken, what think you there is to-day? A’
large deposit of Bibles! The sacred books £ the house from the ﬂoor
tothe ceiling !  So much for Voltalre s prediction !

> -r ———



