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T HE

CEORISTTAN BANMTER,

“ Ifiny:man peak, lethim speak s the oracler of God.””
*Phig iy luve, thut we walk after:his commandinents.”

VOL. VIL CUOBOURG, 'APRIL, 1853. NO. 4.

"NORTH FASTERN CC-OPERATION:

ITS ORIGIN, PROGRESS AND IT3 INCIPIENT SUCCHSS.
It will, T trust, be interesting to our numerous readers io “learn
that all the little companies of Christ's diseiples from Baston to the

Gulph of St. Lawrcence, who meet every Lord’s day to keepibe ordi-

nances of the gospel, have agreed to co-operate to souad. out the word
of the Lord, as &id the disciples anciently to send aid to the poor
eaints in - Judea. This movement bas been long in contemplation.

We heve often despaired of suceess ; but now.we rejoice even at the

-smallest indications of the divine favor.

“The Board of the American Christian Missionazy Soeiety, a year
since, proffered to the brotherhood cast. through me, siv hurdred dol-
lars, on conditions that the congregations form a co-operation ; seek
out and appoint, at least three evangelists : raise as much more money
2s would keep these brothren.constantly in the field, and make such

arrangements, generally, as should meet the approbation of the Mis-
sionary Board.

In April last the congregations were invited, by the brethren at St.

John, N. B.;to meet them, by letter or messengers, and determine; !

I1st. Shall .ave unite for this pmrpose? 2nd. On what conditions? 3d.

What will each congregation give ? :4th. How and by whom shall the ‘

business of the co-operation be conducted? These questions im sub-
stapee, if not in form, were prepounded, in a written circuiar address-

cd-to-all the congregations, and-to mouy individrals. &n some form

or other; wearly every circnlar called forth a promspt, interesting and
Subseriptions, soon, far cxeecded our -

most affectionate response.

most sanguire anticipations. Some little . communions, besides mak-

ing provision to sustain.a minister at their own locality, subscribed
Wewere greatly encouraged.  We Lad in our |
-eye several brethiren of good talents, fair edueation, and of good speak-
ing abilities, but wholly devoted to teaching literature angd science °

one haendred dofliors.
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whom we expected would be.willing to make great sacrifices for the
dissemination of the truth. We were not disappointed in the state of
their affections to exercise self deninl for the good cause; but, before
satisfactory arrangements could be’ madc, others on whom we depend_

ed, beecame doubtful of our success or lmpatwut of delay and all oup
plans came near proviug abortive. Reluctantly, at last, we called ||
upon brethren Garraty, Crawford and Hughes to take the field. Isay !

reluctantly ; for the two former were needed in their respective field,
of labor aud the last named was becoming favorably known to the
brethren. They, however, for the genernl good, responded to oup
call. After, therefore, nine months negotiation, these brethren have
taken the feld. We had fondly hoped that some two or three new
laborers—that is, new to this latitude, would have taken hold with us.
Not that-our old hands were worn out, or had become disheartened, |
but, we needed them and as many more: and we were anxious to ]nve
an interchange of labours; that out of the treasury of truth, many
things new and old might be spread before the people. We are yey |

in hopc that hefore the year closes brethren Thomas V. Berry, (:eo

E. Barnaby and others will listen to the calls of the brethren and K
throw themselves inte the field. The harvest'is great and Jadihfud, ;
laborers fz,w very fee. '

I ought, in the ecarly part of my narrative, to have informed thc
reader that the brethren who met the congregation at St. John, m‘
person and by letter, desired usto take charge of the business, corres-
pondenee, &c A committee of seven was appointed and have endeav,
ored to attend to the dutiés assigned them. This document must he
accepted by the brethren as an abstract of their committee’s first
repbrt

Brother W. I Hughes was requested to make the little congre
gation at Milltown his centre of operations. e entered upon his
work about the 1st of December. Soon after he immersed one.
He s encouraged to hope that there will soon be quite an ingathering,
; Ile has not yet so greatly extended his labors as he will, doubtless,

. '1fter this. May the little one become a thousand ; and from them

may the word of the Lord sound out in all that region.

Lrother Donald Crawford entered upon his year’s labors with the
commencement of 1853. We were anxious that he should spend the
first, 1f not the greater partof the year, in Nova Scotia. Severd

- congregations made this request, when they consented to co-operatie:

with us. We hope and pray that he may enjoy the hearty an
zealous assistance of the entire brotherhood. His efforts, thus for
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have been confined to‘a’ new ficld, so'far as the labor of the advoeates
of a return to primitive faith and practice is concerned. He has had
many adversaries., Some of an unscrupulous class ; but he is unwil-
ling thut I should publish.a-detailed account of their conduct. He
is doubtless of the opinion that they are destroying themselves in
their opposition to the truth and that it is needless for him to leave
his work to notice them. I am extremely sorry that hic has to bear
persccution and detraction on my account; for when they can say
nothing, sustained by the word of God, in opposition to his character
or preaching, they report that he is associated with “one Eaton in St.

John, a preacher, teacher and publisher of all manner of errors ! I .
pray that he may possess his soul in paticnee and that he may have ;

divine aid, willingly to help me bear such burthens !

TFrom a letter recently received, dated at % Dighy Neck, Feb. 3d,” !

I make afew extracts: “I pray the Lord that great good may result
from the Missionary enterprise. Indeed I'think the prospects quite
encouraging. Jiven St. John I trust will be benefitied, both by the
occasional visits of evangelists and by arousing the anzieties and ener-

gies of the church to sustain the mission, * *
“ You have requested me to keep a journal of mylabors and report

monthly. I will therefore attemptto furnish you with a rough one I
ITe then gives an account of his journeys &e., during the month of

i January, having attended between twenty and thirty meetings, visiting
* from house to house and doing all in his power to lead the people out

of the darkness of error and to point them to Jesus as the only way of
salvation. I eannot throw his letter by without an cxtract or two.

v ng spoken in a new settlement, called Salem, ard at Tasket, he i

says: “In this settlement Inever before preached. The protestant
part of the community hold to the Baptists and are not very favorable

Weymouth, I accordingly did so on the 20th. A goodly number as.

" sembled and listehed with remarkable attention. ‘There were severa]

lomanists present—Irish and French. After the people were dis-
missed—a gentleman present wished—if it were agrecable to me, to
ask some questions relative to ‘my views of Bible truth. I of course
cheerfully assented. Te did so in the presence of some eight or ten ;
—he obtained-some explanations which he did not probably expect.

to couversion &e, &e:;?” I replied that the preachers themselves
were the more suitable persons to answer this question ; but if I were
allowed to give my opinion it is because I.preach nothing but Jesus

e asked * Why are allthe preachers against you,if, you hold -

e

i toreform. On the 19¢h preached on Tasket Road. Having received
an invitation to preach at the new mills, in course of ereetion, near -
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‘Christ-and him crucified ; and as they hold partly to tradmon andi
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sectarianism, they do-net like-any one who rejested all but the truth
as it is in Jesus. They -thouglit-at first that this was a very uncbnr-
itable conclusion ; but whenI wished them to draw a better one they !
vozceded the point. I<then showed them from the tstand 3d Chap- d
ters of 1 Cor. how sinful it was, in the Apostles’ days, to ‘bear any

* pame but the name of Christ,and wished them to show why it was'less f
somow! This was a point they had never before considered ; but ons,
! T sppréhend they will never forget.” * * b

# On Lord’s day the 23d I preached ot the headship znd pre-emr !
inence of Christ, and after the discourse led axyoung man into 2beau. *

tifu] lake, after he had confessed his faith in the great fact that ‘Jesus ‘”

" i5 the-Christ the Son of the Living God’ and his Saviour ; and, having ¥
promised before God and angele and mea to submit to }mn in all b .

things, he was immersed.on t,hc above confession, for rcaniss’on of-sins, i

into the glorious name. This is the sxventk person in that settlement !
that has thus sabmitted to the truth. They have- not as yet been - I
formed into a congregation, to keep the order of the Lord's house.” * )
“«Onmy way to Weymouth—several persons, on §t 3 '\Iar) s Ba)
requested me to preach on my return. T told them T would if a suit.
able place were prepaved for mecting.  * * I was'there at the appom
ted time; the Baptist mceting house was well prepared with fne

N4

. light &c.——-A large andience listened to an hour and a balf discourse | L

—-

i

' order:

() . - " . ~ N .
with wouderf‘ul-atc<:11t;m11.~.-After the usual exereises I spoke to them

half an hour on the position and principles of diaciples. It'appeaned

te me that if I werc tospeak till midnight t]xc) would be quite wilifog |

« to hear, both old and young” * *

# T expect, the Liord willing, when I return to Salem to organizen
chuzch on the one “®oundution.” As-I have never scen any tlmxg of
the kind done I am'rdther at a loss in-what way to proceed ;but 1
have come to the conclusion torproceed something after-the following’

1 Give » lecture on theschurch of ‘Christin awcertain locality. fst'
What constitutesachureh? 2ud, The duty-of the menbers to-useall
scriptural medns, in their power, to:promdte the ;present:and-eterml
falvation of cach other. 8d, *Fhe <individual -and collective dutyof
the.chureh to labor for the salvation'of sinners.

II. Point out, from the divine word hows=wisely' God has-arrawest

© the ricans for the end ; that is, His glory in +the-salvation of soult

TII. Askeach person if he or'she will now promise in.the sight !

! God to walk by . that biok; to act-with and towsrds each other®
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members of one body, and in all things give Christ the pre-eninence.
IV. Then ascertaini who aniong them they will choose to-lead in
their worship until the proper officers ecan be found.” * * ‘
Bro. Geo. Garraty was requested to visit Gardiner, Maine, and
then proceed to Boston and to continug his labors till spring. As he
would have to pass near St. Andrews we desired him to spend a
short time there and call the peoples’ attention to the truth. Sick-
ness in his family prevented his departure from home unti} near the
middle of January. The success attending the proclamatiou of the
truth near St. Andrews bas originated many interesting letters, but
we have not room te publishall, but I eannot deny the reader a few
brief extracts: Bro. Garraty writes from * Lincoln, Feb. 2nd.”
“ Yesterday I arvived home from St. Andrews.”—* I expeet to return
ina few days and spend one more Lord's day with the brethren and
then proceed on to Gardiner. The situation of my family is such
that I could not feel justified, nor contented, to go farther west with-
out seeing them. I left home the 13th of January, and met the
brethren, with Bro. Hughes, the next evening at Calais. The next
day I went to St. Andrews. Here I spent two weeks and one day
and preached Zawenty one times. I spent the rest of my time visiting
from house to house, reading the seriptures to the inmates, hearing
and removing their objections, and closing our interviews with solemu
prayer to God to give the imcreasc. God has heard our prayers
Sowme of ihe seed sown hag failen into'good and honest hearts. Tie
fast Lord's day spent there was an uncommon contincing day of the
power of Apostolic trutk, At the clese of the discoursé in the mor
ing Mi.———and his companion arose in the mecting and confe ssvd
with their mouths thoir faith in the Lord Jesus and wore immersed
the same hour. * ¢ They are of escellent report; among those why
are without.  Jn the afternoon I ovganized tbe brethren aud
sisters into a church recognizing no JTicader_buv_Jesus—uo €red
butthe New Tistameut- “ho name but Christian or disciple of Clrist,
—to continue «tedmstlv in the Apostles’ doatrine—in fcllow«lup——-m
breaking of bread and in prayers. We ‘closed the meeting and the
cercmony by the commemoration of the desr Saviour's death. It wag
such a day as \nll be held in everlasting remembrance. Many siuness
fels dceply the reprovings of the Haly bpmt which tkey moani cch
by erying and tears.. Ie\pocb on my return, to find wore dead md
ready to be buried and to rise with the Lord to walk in newhcstt

life, * *

“There hasg been opposition; but I ﬂxiglz I am willing to yufer ir

‘
[ [,
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the kingdom of the Messiah can only be pushcd forward by such
means.” * *

Bro. Harris Greenlaw,under date of Féb. 14th, writes from S@.
Andrews,—he being ere of the members of the infant congregation— {
after giving me a list of the members, names &e, adds; “ You will
perceive by the above that bro. Garraty has immersed four sinee he

[ He informed me that some who have obeyed have had to encounter

“sthere.” The house . was crowded to overflowing: I spoke to them

‘i exeeption of . few sobs, reigned through the assembly. At its close

|
|
. days with them and punched thirty five diséourses.—1 3 never felt more |
|

. of the holy unction or enjoyed more of the ‘\e'wenly influences of the

came here. My dear brother, there has been joy in heaven—wand- |
erers have returned—backsliders have been awakened, and christians |
have been comforted —prejudice has given way, in a good degree, 3l
and I think our prospects are good for the upbuilding “of the cause

of truth. My highest expectations have beenfully realized. Praised |
be the name of the Lord! “Ilow unsearchable are his jidgments
and his ways past finding out.” Pray for us, dear brother, that we
may be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might.” On the
29th, Bro. Greenlaw writes again “ You will rejoice with us to
hear that bro. Garraty's hbms arc yet blessed among us: TLast
Lord’s day we had sizadded, zwo by immersion, 2irec from the Bap-
tists; and one immersedsome time since who had joined no soeiety.”

not a little opposition. Some others were anxious to obey but were
unprepared to encounter fully the opposition of friends and relatives.
It is, to the brethren at St. Andrews, and indeed to us, 2 source of
‘regret that arrrangements had been made which-compelled bro. G- to ||
leave so promising a field. Bub we trust that it mll soon be appar-
cnt that all has been for the best.”

T must close this report by-an extract from brother Garraty’s letter
of ‘the 23d written at Eastport, on his.journcy to Gardiner: # Dear
brother: I expect that brother Ilarris Greenlaw has written to you
21l the particulars. relative to the state of the eause. I am. very
sorry to.be obliged to leave St. Andrews. at this time. The truth
is just getting hold of the community. The last meeting, which was
-ou-Monday evening, was the largest and most solemn of any I had

about an hougrand three quartexb, while a de‘whly silence, with the

. another, preuously immersed by bro. John McDonald in N. S. was
‘welcomed to the fellowship of the church: making mancteen in all
—and a large majority living working xnembers I spent 72 o0ty Siz

Jivine Spmb in my Lfe. The force of divine truth was understood, felt

2 _...-—/
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" and obeyed. There was no relation of death-bed scenes to harrow up

5 the feelings ; no preaching of the terrors of Sinai to terrify the audi-
j| ence; no pictures drawn before the mnind of the coals of fire and brim-

| stone to frighten sinners tc the anxious seats; but a plain affection-
| ate declaration of the love of God to man; the sufferings and death

j| of the blessed Jesus ; the glorious and heavenly inheritance that is to
“ be enjoyed by all who believe, repent and are baptized, and, Ythen

| continue in well-doing, seeking for glory, Lonour, immortality and

| eternal life. These things were kindly and affectionately spread

before my audiences and then riveted upon their minds by going
i| from house to house, hearing and considering their objections, and
!; then praying with them. I entered but one house where I was refused
i this privilege.” * *—[DBro. . refers to some opposition, but it is not
worth room we might occupy in publishing better things, and I there-
fore lay it on or under the table =]

“L hope and pray that my visit to Gardiner may be as heneficial
to the people as it has been to St. Andrews. Pray forme; request

vain.”
Brethren, let us thank God and take courage. This isbut a tithe
of our year’s labor. Let us pray, and actively exert ourselves, that

hope our beethren in the field will not overwork themselves. May the

of deathless spirits; and earnestly enquire, “ Lord what wilt thou
have me to do? Let us repair afresh to our closets—to our Bibles:
and to all the means ordained by Heaven for the furtherance of
that glorious work for which the Lord of glory poured out his most

forever and ever.”

W. WL

.

FARTHER LETTERS ON UNIVERSALISM. .
Hulifax, 1st Teb., 1853,
Mz. Ovienant :—I have to acknowledge the receipt of the ¢ Chyis-

upon my letter to the « Wesleyan” of this city,and your rejoinder to
the.same. . ' ’ '

that I find myself at a loss to knoW iylicther I am énfgaged ina con-
troversy with.an; honest and g fearless advocdte of tlic tr

PoTtel .

the church to pray for me, that I may.not run in vain nor labor in

we may prove this to be but the first fruits of our united efforts. I |

Lord preserve them.  Brethren, let us all seek to realize the worth |

precious blood.  “They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of
the firmament ; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars ;

tian Banner” for January, containing my reply to your strictures

. . et e el A T Y L
The rejoinder is,certainly a yery singular prodiiction’; so much so, |

ruth, -regard- |

LTI LT -

——— e ——

:

—— L LTI




a4 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER,

less as to wherc that truth may lead, as tome of your positions seem
to indicate, or with one of the most consummate bigots that ever en-
gaged in controversy, as some other of your positions would warrant
me'to believe. )

Passirg by the compliment to myself, in the first paragraph of your
article, without expressing an o;l)inion as to its correctness, I can
only say that as | have no knowledge as to who your Universalist
correspondents might have been, X cannot of course know the character

' of their productions ; so that I know not how much praise to take to

myself in' the premises. ¥ have, however, always found ihe treat-

. ment of my Universal bethren towards their opponents, to be charac
terized by candor, and a gentlemanly bearing not often reciprocated.

Yousay “ The strongest point I find in your review of my former

© cbservations is embraced in the words, ‘give me evidence that any-

thing is the will of God, speaking in the absolute sense, and I have
no fear but it will be accomplished,’ &e.,”

In your comment you say, “ First, God's will, and the power of that
will, are only kuown and knowable by testimony from himself. We
are not at liberty to infer what his will is, or what it can do ; but are

.. happily obligated to accept of the knowledge communicated by him-

self, in respect to the existenee and nature of his will to save such

* creatures as fallen men, &c.”

I have no very strong objections to this paragraph ; T would merely

" observe that we know God's character and his will by what he has

revealed to us, by all the means which in his goodness he has seen
fit to use as mediums of that revelation. In the works of nature,but

. especially in the word of his grace, he has revealed to us the attri-

—_

i

; butes of his glorious character.

Those attributes are Wisdom, Power, Knowledge, Justice, Mercy,
Truth and Love; and as the inspired Apostle has summed up. the
character of God in one brief sentence, viz;'God is love, I presume
you will not contest the idea that all these attributes centre in Love.

Now asyou observe in the second, * God's will is in harmony with
his own perfections.” Uertainly, most certainly. We are together
here, brother Q. + It is not an abstract something, distinet from the

i general attributes of Gud.” Oh, no. If then God's will cannot £0 coun-
. ter ta his infinite love, I sec no good reason to doubt the correctness

of Paul’s assertion to Timothy, that God wil/ have all men to be
saved, and come unto a knowledge of the truth, &c. This will, how-
ever, is only to h2 accomplished in the dispensation of the fulness of

* *imes  That dispensation it is very plain to me has not yet arrived.

Says Paal to the [Tebrews, “ but we see not yet all things put under

* him!but we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels,
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor ; that he by

the grace of God, shonld taste death for every man.”

“Noris it like 2 mechanic’s lever, screw, or wedge to operate by
material forco ; noris it like an Emperor's authority, to make men
do or not'de by compulsory law." "No, God never drives, he draws
men to himself, by his great kindness and boundless love.  We love H




|
i
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4 him, says ‘the Apostle,—why? because he first loved-us. And the !

! wise man-says, “ he that winn#h souls is wise. » i

Now modern partialist preachers seck not so much toin souls as |

as to drivethem to God, by holding up before the eyes of their minds |

| suimaginary hell of fire and brimstone, 2nd. threatning their hearers |,

with an endless incarceration -therein, unkess they love an angry God ! ;,

This they make their “ lever~—sgcrew,” by which all their operations ;

are carried on. Eniversalists on ‘the other hand, hold that  the will Q
of God as pertaining to salvation, is a will that persuades, entices, and
which turns-men’s hearts and lives by the power of suasion.” In this !

belief mankind wiil be drawn to-God in the dispensation of the ful. ‘

|
|
1

!
|

ness of times, by the grace that is in his Son, *“ And I,if 1be
lifted up from the the earth will draw, &c.” And saysthe poet-- |

‘What other argument can move, :
The heart that slights a Saviour’s leve ?

So far it seems we are not far apart, brother O. !

s Inthethird place yousay, “ The power of God's will tosave falien
‘hamanity, is precisely as long and as broad, as deep and as high as
the gospel,—the grand suasive instrument by which his will is both
\ exhibited and executed for man's redemption , hence when we answer |
. the question, what power has the gospel ? we also answer the query in
full, What power has God’s will to redeem man ?—the nature, power,

' and efficiency of Giod’s will in reference to the saving of the family of
man. Are we on the same side in this, Mr Hooper ?’ I answer, yes,

| asfor as you go; but I go further and say, that ag God bas condescended |
to tell us in his word, what the powerof the gospel i, it follotrs that |
we know his will also upon his own authority. Baul to the Romaus |
H

i
!
{
}

H

says, “ I am not ashamed of the gospel,” why ? “For it is the power |
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth, &ec.” Oh, yes, |
peshaps you will say, to every one that belicveth. Now for the evi-
dence * That in the dispensation of the fulness of times” all will |
believe, and consequently all will be saved. :

God’s promise to the patriarchs was that “ in them and in their seed, |,
(which is Christ,) all the familics, all the kindreds, and all the "
nations of the earth, shall be blessed.” David says, “Thy people ..
shall be willing in the dey of thy power.” . :

I presume you will not deny that Isaiah was foretelling the gospel ;,
dispensation when he said, “ And in this mountain shall the Lord of |;
]

hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines of the |
lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined, and
he will destroy in this mountain, the face of the covering cast aver .
all the people, and the veil that is spread over all nations. Andhe
will swallow up death in vietory ; and the Lord God will wipe tears .,
from.off all faces; and the rebuked of his people shall he take away .,
from all the earth ; for the Lord hath spoken it Is. xxv. 6.. ;

Again in the 55th chapter we read, * Foras the rain cometh down |.
and the show from heaven, and returneth.no$ thither, hut watereth .,
the earth, &c, . . So shall my word be that geeth forth qut of my .,
| mouth, it shall not return unto me vaid, but it shall accomplish thut ,

|
|
|
|
|
l
|
|

!
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« which I please, and it shall prosper in%he thing whercunto I send
" it” That which God pleases to do is manifestly the will of God, and
j it is God's will that in the despensation of the fulness of times, a]l ||
men shall be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth. ‘
I should be glad to multiply proofs, but I study brevity. I come |,
~ now to that part of your letter which reveals your blgofry 1 ¥ou
© say, “ Liet us now recur to Tim ii. 1.8. My desire is sceing thisisa
strong pillar of Universalism, to lay hold of this pillar, and if it sup-
' purts your teaching, (I had almost said your faith—but I eheck myself; |
for where there is noTesTizony there is no rarti.”) Really, I was |,
. not expecting such a sentence from one who professes so much libe. |,
" rality as yourself. VWhat is its import ¢ You have before acknow- ,;
ledged that my letter was a ¢ calm decument,” that it was a candid
aud a gentlemanly production.; butnow with one fell sweep you de- -
nounce meas “a heathen man and publican.” T bave no faith, con-
sequently Iam no christian. I am a pretty clever fellow, a gentle- .
man, and all that sort of thing, but because I deny aheathen sentiment :
that was not incorpurated into the christian system until more than
five hundred years after its establishment, why then forsooth, Iam
o Cliristian ! Verily, my brother, here is the same spirit that planted
the stake and reared the inquisition ; and if you had the power, (which
thank God you have not,) I should expeet ere long to be summoned
" before you, to answer the charge of hevesy.  The bigotry of the ~Wes-
leyan™ is only inferred from its acts, but yours, my brother, * stands
out in bold relief,” and is acknowledged over your proper signature.

. In quoting Paul’s instructions to Timothy, to make prayers, inter-

cessions &e., for all men, when you arrive at that part of the passage
. where the record says, “ For this is good and acceptable in the sight of
God our Saviour, who will have all mento be saved &e,” you put in
the word (now,) in three instances where it does not occur in the
seriptures.  To he surc you enclosed it in brackets, but did it not oe-
~ cur to_you that it was possible you might be making a will for God
. instead of receiving his will, as 1t is brought to light by his own tes- |
timony ; for that will was to be accomplished in due Zime, referring |
doubtless to the dispensation of the fulness of times, when all things -
. shall be gathered together in Christ. ere please quote Eph. i
8. 9. 10.
But you continue to say “ What! God will kave all men to be
. saved. and that will dating back centurics ago, and still resisted 9—
" Yes, Iafiirm emphatically yes!” -
But brother O. I affirm no such thing, for by doing so I am sureI -
should be limiting the Holy One! :
I come now to your last paragraph. You say “it gives you po pleas-

" ure to think that a benevolent minded man (but no Christian, re-
member.) should entertain a thought so adverse to all your conecep-
tions of divine goodness as to say to his friends in one breath, that
the love of God will in some unrevealed manner ultimately save all

' nen from sin, (Isaid no such thing, as that this would be donein
i some unrevealed manner,) and in the next breath inform them that ..
(rod did will that Adam should sin.” i

1
|
i
!
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|
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|
i No,my brother, the manner by which God will in his ewn time !
,{' save the world from sin is rovealed clearly enough. These means are |
i! the grace and the love of God, as exemplified in the life, death and I
7! resurrection of his Son. At the same time I see all around me, |
;| deepand crying sins, and I know, that had it beenbettor all things con- '
o sidered, for God to have made a world without evil, and man without
« sin, being Almighty, he could have done so ; and the fact that he has
1o, is proof positive to me, (although it may not be to you,) that it
- was absolutely necessary for the developement of true holiness that |
¢ sin should exist.
" By the mouth of his Prophet, God says, “I form the light, and ,
. Icreate darkness, I make peace,and I ereate evil, I the Lord. do all |
" things” Is. iv. 5. 7. And by the mouth of Paul, he says, “Tor the
! ereature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of
? him who subjected the same in hope, because the creature itself shall
i be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty
¢ of the children of God,” Row, viii. 20. 21.
. This last passage tells the whole story. It teaches me that God
" subjected man to sin without his consent, (ot willingly,) in order
that sin might work its mission, and bring about a greater amount of
good than could possibly be brought about without the agency of sin.
(rod gave man such a constitution that it was absolutely necessary that
- he should sin.  God knew that he would sin, or he could not have
seen the end from the beginning ; and now who can say that the ar y,
rangement in the divine economy whereby the creature was made 1
subject to vanity,is not the very best that even Almighty power
could have instituted? With our limited knowledge of the world, and
" of man, we are wont to think many of the evils of life to which we
are sometimes made subjeet, unnecessary ; but this view of the sub-
jeet T am constrained to believe is the result of our own short-sighted-
ness. h
" Could we but look through the whole subject, and sce the end as
well as the beginning of events, we should undoubtedly be able to sce
" the utility of cverything that is brought about by the interposition of
" Divine Providence. God has made all things as he saw it was best
* they should be made, he saw that it was necessary that linated cvel
. should exist, and so man was created subject to vanity, he saw also, :
" that it was not necessary, that evil should always ezist, and so meas- |
ures have been put in operation, by which the same creature shall
be redecmed from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty |
i
|

s

of the children of God; when all evils having had their day, and
* wrought their mission, shall be overruled for the accomplishment
ofa greater amount of good than could possibly be brought about
vithout their ageney. Then shall all things be subject to Ohrist,
Christ be subject to God, and God be all in all. Then too shall per-
fected humanity be permitted to raise to the praise of God, “the
sweet song of redeeming love,” in which even’ the angels cannot
participate, because they have never been redeemed from sin.
“ If there never had been sin in the world, half the glory of God’s
; character could never have been revealed to us, because pardoning
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* Thusis this pillar of the Universalian faith abandoned without a single

't men will believe. We may in the meantime regard this as a discov-

, all willlbelieve,” says my argumentative friend ; but the proofis want-

mercy could never been known. And then whatshould we know of
the love of Christ, that great sacrifice for sin, if there had been no |;

' gin? Let us then, my brother, instead of starting beck with pious

horror from the idea that it was God's will, that ¢“the creature be ||
made subject to vanity,” and liable to sin, rather,

t adore the grace
That buries all our faults,
And pardoning blood that dwells above
Our follies, and our thoughts.”

I now call upon you for the promised light upon the {to me) dark ;
subject, how an infinite evil can be reconciled with infinite wisdom
and infinite love? |
In the faith of the gospel,
I am, yours,
Wicriam Hoorer.

D. OLIPHANT TO MR. HOOPER.

Cobourg, Tt March, 1853.

Dear Six :—Logieally you are not far from the latitude and lon- |
gitude where 1 expected to find you on the reception of your secound
letter. The only argumentative points in your epistle claiming special t
attention from me, are these three— !
1. You have virtually abandoned your strong pillar in 1 Tim.ii. 1 |

2  Alluding to my position on the words of Paul, “ God will have !?
all men to be saved,” after repeating my affinnation you respond in i
these terms, “I affirm no such thing, for by doingso I am surel ||
should be limiting the Holy One ™ ThisT regard as the pith of your |,
whole defence against iy position in respect to said passage. I Tim. |,
ii. 1 8. being so strong a pillar of Universalism, you were disposed to )
lean upon it with much confidence in your first letter; and hence I ,!
was at pains boldly and fearlessly to give you a fair and honorable ||
opportunity of showing to all men how much Universalism there .,
was in the passage, By assuming a position from which you might logi-
cally repulse me if you could: but,lo! what I affirmed’is only met j
with theze five words, © I affirm no such thing’—and the reason given
for this tame negative, is, that my friend IHooper would be limiting
God !'! And nota hint of a reason why my logical.friend so judges!

|
l
i
[
\
|
i
|
l
|
!
|
!

argumentative attempt to rescue it from destruction.

2. A forthcoming dispensation ealled “the dispensation of the ful-
ness of times,” has, it appears, everything to do with the full’ devel:
opement of Universalism. It seems that the falness of times will be
the fulness of that system. In that dispensation, when it arrives, sll

ery, anew discovery. “In the dispensation of the fulness of times

ing both as it respects the dispensation to come, and the faith of all

men when it does come. But would it not be wise to wait until this !
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new dispensation has fairly arrived before you engage yourself con
tinuously to preach the doctrine of it ? In the Patriarchal dispensa-
tion, the faithful Patriarchs attended to their duties according to the
dispensation that then was ; the God-fearing Jews fulfilled their part
in giving carnest heed to the things of the Jewish dispensation ; and
the apostles aud their converts paid attention to the new dispensa-
tion in Christ Jesus. Why should Mr. Hooper turn prophet and
gravely spend his life in the attempe to develope the doctrine (sup-
posedly) of a dispensation to come ? Ileave it with you if you could
not be better and more profitably employed than to be preaching in
this dispensation the doctrine of a coming dispensation. It is hope-
ful that all ministers, not now so engaged, will reform and preach the
good tidings of the present dispensation, so that when the Lord Jesus
comes—to be admired of his saints and to take vengence on those
who know not [or acknowledge not] God, and obey nof his gospel, they
may receive the reward of the faithful.

The dispensation so often prophetically foretold, but till “these last
deys” of the ministry of the apostles never understood,—yes, the dis-
pensation “ full of grace and truth,” like its mediator, has come. “In
the fulness of time God sent forth his Son” as Paul says to some
saintsin Galatia ; and hence, from the commencement of the gospel
age, “ God was in Christ reconciling THE WorLD to himself "—that
thus in the dispensation of the gospel he might gather together under
one Head, Christ,all on earth and in beaven, “according to the glo-
rious gospel of the blessed God.” As head over all things, and ashe
who legitimately concentrates in himself all power above and beneath,
whether of men or angels, to whom all obedience is duc,and who re-
conciles by his cross the far off and the nigh, he must reign till all
enemies be put beneath his feet. Some refuse to be reconciled ; and
. 8 has been conceded, the will of heaven does not employ force,—
hence their condemnation. I shall conclude that the dispensation
of the fulness of times is the Christian dispensation until you present
me with inspired proof thatit is a dispensation yet to appear.

3. The attributes of God, you assert,  all centre in Love.” Tkoow
not so much about the philesophy of the attributes of the Eternal One
as the generality of my Universalist friends ; but let me for argument’s
sake grant that you are correct. The Lord Jesus, then, was Love.
Why then should the love that you admire differ from his 2 He pro-
mised eternal life to the obedient; he presented to the disobedient
the prospeet of awful punishment as their certain portion. Is not
his Love the model 2 The message that the heralds of his will were
i to deliver to all the world was all Love, first, midst, and last—uwas
'it not ? But the apostles, in the name of the King,on the delivery
« of his message, were instructed to distinguish between “ he that be-
! lieveth” and © he that believeth not”—promising salvation by the first,
| but not by the other Yourlove, if I understand you, differs from
! this. The Love that Jesus authorized Paul to proclaim was not in-
consistent with Paul's saying “Our God is a consuming fire.” This, to
you,28 you plead, is “a dark subject ;* and I doubt not you speak

the truth ; for the system yon advocate reveals nosuch mysteries.
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" plain words that itshall be so. Reason is not faith, Taith aceépts

: —t

1t seems that Mr. Xooper, like other Universalist advocates, cannot |
see how merey or love can inflict punishment. Universalian benevo. !
lence, if you will allow mc to say it, is one-sided and unevenly balanced. ll
The system, I verily and candidly think, cannot looic straight. The
love that would not puta maniac in chains,or refuse to sccure in
prison a son of Adam guilty of arson,is decidedly sickly and one-
cyed. True benevolence would do both ; orin some form remove l"
and keep these dangerous sinners from intercourse with men.  You |ﬁ
cannot see how the God of Liove can put and kecp a despiser of the !
gospel in the only company for which heis fitted~—with satan, his an- '
gels, and biasphemous spirits. Talk of the finite naturc of sin ! One !
sin has filled the world with woe untold, and its effects are wide-spread |
after the lapse of six thousand years, and as fatal as death itse)f It !
is two thousand years since the gospel, the true medicine for sin, was I
announced and set forth by holy apostles and inspired evangelists ; |
ind yet, and—yet—sin abounds and the devil 1s making friends. |
And the Lord of love says with emphasis that when he returns to |
reward every man as his works shall be, he will find stubborn sinners l
whom he must separate from his saints, as an old Judean or Arabian |
shepherd parted his goats and skeep.  Still, Universalist logicians '
and pliilosophers lecture us on the finity and temporal character of l
sin! We find it in the first chapter of God’s volume which speaks to |
us of Paradise, and we find it in the last chapter of the Sacred Book |
opening to us by prophecy the Paradise of God, within which are ]
those who have a right to the tree of life, and without are all others
who have no such right. And still sin is finite—temporary—a pas- i
sing evil ' Where does any man get his premises to say that sin- |
ners will ccase sinning when ~they “ die in their sins 27 Will you
name the proof, Mr. Hooper, that it may be examined ?

The Saviour as you must admit does nothing but whatis wmcreiful.
His gospel is “richin mercy” ; and it says to every creature, when
unfolded, ¢ by faith ye shall live—by unbelief ye shall die’ Paul
could say # All men have not faith ;" and even Mr. Iooper can say
two thousand yearsafter Paul, that “all men have not faith ;7 and,
- as I eontemplate it, the Lord Jesus is very gracious and mercifulin
arranging to separate finally the faithless from the faithful, because
eonducive to 2k Ziighest happiness of which euch is capable. This Mr.
Hooper, is my Christian plilosopliy on the whole premiscs, if philoso-
phy you may call it. Isee abundant wisdom joined with goodness
m the Lord Jesus in making his people while on carth a separate, |
2 chosen, a peculiar people—not of the world though 72 the world ; and
I sce as much wisdom and goodness in the Saviour J wdge, who died
that men might live, and thus offered life to © every creature,” when I
he finally rewards men according to their reception or rejeetion of |
the sin-pardoning and purifying gospel, saying to the pure, Come reign
with e, and. tothe impure, Go, take your place with satan. But if '
I, a feeble mortal, could sce no reason for this arrangement, it would
be or ought to be quite sufficient for me when the great King saysin
! what mind cannot fathom. A Rationalistand a man of faith are as :

bl
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distinct as reason and faith. Toattemnpt to scale heaven on the lad-
der of reason, is, I fear, awfully popular both with Universalist and
Partialist; but not a man will ever get as high as the top of Jacob's
ladder upon any such fixture.

Certain figurative language is employed by the inspired teachers to
convey to men an idea of the destiny of the righteous and the wicked.
Pardon me for using the word * wicked”—the unmodernized and un-
mannerly apostles and prophets used the term, and I trust you will
have charity for them andfor me! We have the conqueror’s crown
—the name registered in the Book of Life—the white linen as robes
—enduring treasures-—and various other metaphors to show the high
and acceptable position of the saints of God ; while we have the un-
quenchable fire—the strong prison—the chains—the outer darkness
&e., to set forth the deplorable condition of the despisers of Divine
goodness. These are figures. No intelligent man expects to find
literal fine linen, of Irish or Egyptian fabric, in the celestial realms;
but the beautiful white of the beautiful Yinen he views as a figure of
his beauty before the Lord when he shall appear at his right hand. No
one anticipates that the wicked will be bound by chains with so many
links, or shut up in a prison so many feet square. But the figures of
the New Testament do represent, in forcible terms, and as perfectly
as language is capable of conveying, the holy joy and high honour of
those who have taken pleasure in the will of God,and the separation
from them of all who have taken pleasure in iniquity.

And I have said that this arrangement will secure the highest hap-
piness of which the parties are susceptible. The sentiment ought to be
repeated.  Sin and misery are inseparable ; they cannot be parted ;
henee it is utterly impossible for the sinner to enjoy what the saint
enjoys. But God, who is rich in mercy, ordains that the sinner
shall not be punished with a sorer punizhment than in hell. What
would that sorer punishment be 2 Will you believe it 2—the crown-
ing of Lim in heaven ! This, were it possible, wouid be inexpressibly
greater anguish to the sinner. Dut this would be inconsistent with
the merey of God tu saint and sinner ; and hence all men will finally
learn, if they o not nuw, that the lovers of Jesus and the despisers
of Jesus cannot associate. + These shall go away into punishment,
but the righteous into life.” Whata heaven our Universalian system-
atizersmake !  Napoleon Bonaparte with the apostle John; Julius
Cesar with father Abraham , the reformer Luther with Pope Leo who
cursed him from head to foot!! T sincercly trust I will be saved
from heaven, if that be it.  Upon that principle, my dear sir, I would
not ask to be saved from hell, but my supreme desire would be to
have a safe retreat from heaven!!!

But Mr. Hooper says “ stop”—the dispensation of the fulness of
times iscoming, in which the faithless of this dispensation will be
blessed with faith ; and death peradventure will do a little by way of
preparation for the universally believing dispensation :—then Napo-
leon the warrior will lose his war spirit and have the spirit of Chriss
—then the Pope will turn Christian and ¢ bless and curse not’~and
so the Universalian heaven will be pure after all. Very well ; no ob-
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jections toall this, provided the necessary divine testimony be produc-
© ed to show that God so -ordains.
~ You make some alluson to the martyr'stuke, heresy, an eeclesias-
" tical summons, and eme or two other things belonging to the same
. ohapter, in respect to which I have no leisure or taste to speak par-
" ticularly. Weapons that are carnal do not help the truth. I have
" no use for them. Every reader will judge of our respestive liberality.
I am in the habit of attending to the argumentsand positions of op-
ponents,and pay my respects very sparingly to personals or mere
circumstantials. That you may see my impartiality in the premises,
I hereby say of D. Qliphant what I said of Mr. Hooper, viz: I have
no faith in Universalism, for where there is no testimony there can
" be no faith. But do I allude in thisto zke faith? Is Mr. Hooper
! 8o young a disciple in language that he camnot distinguish between
| faith and the fuith? And as it respects religious justice and chris-
" “tian liberality, I am willing that all should eentrast an editor who al-
© lows a man to speak for himself with an editor who puts 2 seal upon
his mouth after denouncing him. The community, friend Hooper,
will judge of the respective freedom and love of fairness in these dif-
forent orders of editorship in these party times.

I reserve a remark or two upon the latter part of your communica-
* tion till I have your next.
Yours, with intended courtesy.

D. Orienant.

ELDERS--NO.IL

Brother Overholt: My Dear Sir :—Your letter and the queries
submitted by a querist in your vicinity have been before the readers
of the Clhristian Banner for a whole month. Tvery intelligent
reader will have arrived at some conclusion relative to how they are
to beregarded. In some cases it is the part of wisdom to be in slow
haste to answer queries. To cause every man to think, is, in reference
, to certain topics, better than to offer another’s thoughts. All having

I am now free to present a few facts and offer some considerations in
1 view of the communications laid before me.

My attention will be directed mainly to these two points: first,
the appointment of elders ; and secondly. the duty or duties of elders.
More than one brief letter will be required to say what, in my
judgment, is necessary to say in view of the information sought.
Some of the queries will I apprehend ke negleeted, being, as I judge,
out of the pale of legitimate scriptural discussion.

Now, my brother, let us take a trip to certain cities in Syria and
Acia Minor, and then back again (by mental telegraph) to Canada,
where youand I dwell. We will thus provide ourselves with a stoek

e

. enjoyed the opportunity of thus reflecting without any bias from me, |
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of facts which mustprove of essential use to us in the study of the
topics before our minds.

We meet with Paul and Barnabas at Antioch in Syria,where there
were many teachers and helpers, Acts. xiii. 1. The Holy Spirit
indiecates to the brethren that these two men should be sent: out as
workmen to evamgelize. Faitbful to the inspired message,; they

“ fasted and prayed, laid their hands upon them, and sent them .

away.” It ought to be noted here that this formal appointment.did
not impart talent, learning, spirituality, discretion; nor any kindred
fitness for their work as general labourers to coavert men, form them
into churches, set theso churches in order, and watch over them
subsequently : for at least Paul had laboured in the work of the Lord
in gathering men into the fold previously to this date. But mark:
Paul had been called to the work by the Lord in persen, and his
labours in evangelizing had been hitherto in a manner individaal
labours. So soon therefore asa Gentile church has the requisite
age, fitness, and standing to send out chosen men to preach the word,
Paul’s labours are henceforth to be no longer of an individual charac-
ter, butconnected with the church. His formal separation or ordi-
nation was by fasting, prayer, and the laying on of hands. Barnabas
had been commissioned by ihe church in Judea, Acts xi. 22, but his
© authority seems to have been that of a teacher tobuild up the church
at Antioch. He therefore (with Paul)is set apart by fasting, prayer,
and imposition of hands.

These ordained men first travel to Selucia, a city west of Antioch
at the mouth of the Orontes river—on which river Antioch
itself was situated, which, ancicntly, was one of the first class cities.
From there they took ship and availed themselves of the Medietrra-
nean to visit Cyprus, the isle of Barnabas’ nativity, Aectsiv. 36.
They traverse the whole island, beginning at Salamis on the eask

and ending at Paphos on the west. The narrative giving us thaege -

particulars is very concise, and we are not informed how long these
preachers wers in Cyprus travelling and labouring. They finally set
sail from Paphos and make their way by sea and land to Perga,
provinee of Pamphylia, Asia Minor. They are next found far north
near the mountains of Phrygia, in the eity of Antioch, province.of
Pisidia, ¢ The word of the Lord was published throughout 2iljthat
region” by Paul and Barnabas, indicating that considerable time had
been spent in these parts. Persecution eventually drowe them to
Tconium, some distance south east of Antioch in Pisidia ¢ Long

time abode they speaking boldly in the Lord” in that section, Aots
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xiv. 3. The citizens of Iconium were at length divided; “part held
with the Jews, and part w  ‘he apostles”—which state of things
fairly evinces that much labou. had been bestowed in that place. An
ill-bred Jewish mob broke up their cfforts, and they made their escape
and came to Lystra, a long way south and east of Iconium, and then

to Derbe,in the province of Lycaonia, west of the province of Cap- |,

padocia. The people in those sections almost if not altogether regard-
ed Paul and Barnabas as divinities, and they bhad to be restrained
from offering sacrifice to them.

From the city of Derbe they turn to retrace their steps, taking
the same route they had come, re-visiting Lystra, Iconium, Antioch
&e., “confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to
continue inthe faith.” Back they go through the province of Pisidia,

return to Pamphylia provinee, preach again in Perga, make their way |
to the city of Attalia, at which point they take ship and proceed to |
Antioch in Syria, their religious home. Thus they ascomplished “ & |

preaching tour” of some eleven or twelve hundred miles, occupying

doubtless from a year and a half to three years. How much they
wore to receive per month and who guaranteed payment, Luke |

sayeth not! But thisonly by the way.
Now it is an instructive fact that among all the churches planted

by Paul and Barnabas, from the time they enter upon their labours at |
Seleucia to the delivery of their last discourse in Derbe, they appoint !
not one elder. Churches are established without one ordained ‘
man among the members forming them! A sad fact for our modern

clergy! During their return tour from Derbe and Lystra, on re-vis-

iting the ehurches they had previously planted, along with the good |

work of confirming the disciples’ souls, *when they had ordained
them clders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they com-

mended them to the Lord,” Acts xiv. 23. Paul who afterwards gave |
such a particular charge to preacher Timothy to lay hands suddenly
on 1o man, observed the like rule himself; and hence we do not find |

men ordained as clders among infant congregations as gathercd
together by the gospel when first preached. But after the gifts of
the members had been tested, and their character, disposition, and
general qualifications were developed in the working and practical
duties of the churely, o proper selection could be made—a selection
of persons fit for the duties of elders. Before either elders or dea-
cons were appointed in these good old days of apostolic custom, they
were to be proved, 1. Tim. iii. 10. The word “also” in the passage to
which reference is made, evidently shows that those entrusted with
the eldership, officially, required to be proved as well as the brethren

-~ pm——y




THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 105

Who were to be appointed deacons.

‘The manner or form of appointing is, to my mind, very definitely !
exemplified.  On this,subjeet much las been written. Logie has too
frequently taken the placeof faith. The first ordination we have an
account of isrecorded Acts vi. 2—0. TLet us attend briefly to the
points embraced in the appointment of the first deacons. 1. The
apostles assemble the disciples and give their reasons why they
cannot attend to the pecuniary wants of the brotherhood. 2. They
say,  Look you out from among yourselves seven men”—thus, though
apostles, they do not take upon themselves to decide for the church
in the matter of selection or clection of the men. 3. The brethren
generally were pleased with the apostolic proposition. 4. The apos-
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tleslay down the qualifications to be found in the men to be chosen i:

—they were to be men of tonest report, full of the oy Spirit, and
of wisdom. 5. When the requisite number of men with the requisite

‘ qualiﬁcations were chosen by the congregation (not by the apostles)

¢ they were set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they
laid their hands upon them.” These who contend that the apostles’
hands were not laid upon men except to confer spiritual gifts, stumble
and fall on this passage: for these seven men were full of the Spirit
and replete with wisdom before hands were laid upon them. Fasting
is not mentioned in the ease, and both prayer and fasting are omitted
to be mentioned when Paul speaks to Timothy upon the subject of
ordaining ; but as we find fasting, prayer, and hands all associated
in the ordination of I’aul and Barnabas, and in the ordination of
elders by their sanction and with their help, there is all the necessary
cvidence that these three were always in all ordinations associated,
though they are not detailed in each particular ease. I may just
state in passing,that Paul's appoiniment at Antioch did net convey
to him the Spirit: for he had received the Spirit after Ananias
came to him in Damascus, Acts ix. 17.

So far then as I have learned, when the seriptures speak of those
who are officially elders, bishops, overseers, or presbyters of the
church of the Lord, reference is had to properly qualified men who
were appointed to certain duties in the church by fasting, prayer, and
the laying on of hands.

But what were their duties? If we examine what elders in the
primitive church were to be, and whit they were to do, we shall see
the wisdom of powerfully impressing them with the responsibilities
of their position. Inmy next I will attempt to combine together
the several speeifications of character and duty spoken of by Paul. as

=
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pertaining to this very weighty but ill understood and aufullneglected
office.

I may add in closing, thatthe extreme rashness by which men are
now.zppointed or appoint themselves to the elders’ office, is grandly
rebuked by a single fact in the history ofthe church in the city of
Ephesus. Paul himself had laboured there for years, and yet he
afterwards sent Timothy to set things in order that were still wanting,
and.among other things he was to assist the brethren in the appo.nt-
ment or qualified teachers and proper elders. It ie very forfunate for
us-that the congregation of Ephesus was not- fully in order when
.Paul left; for his letters to the evangelist there are replete with
instruction to us upon the very -point we must thenceforth consider-

i Meantime you may o-cupy yourself “afier 2 godly sort” on the shore
of Lake Erte, and I will employ myseif on the shore Ontario, leaving
Timothy with the Ephesians on the shore of the Mediterrancan for
a time.

Affectionately,
D. OuiruanT.

Colbowrg, Feb. 10th. 1853.

THE BIBLE UNION--ITS OBJECTS AND SUCCESS:

Our readers know, and all men ought to kuow, that the * American
Bible Union” is a Bible Society, organized and pledged ““to proeure
and cirenlate the most faithful versions of the Sacred Seriptures
throughout the world.” New York we all know is its Head quarters:
A Branch or Auxiliary of this Union was recently organized in Phil-
adelphia, at which time various Addresses were delivered by the
friends and abettors of the arduous enterprise. We subjoin an
extract from the Address of Mr. W. H. Wyckoff, corresponding
Secretary of the Union,—a perusal of which will prove not only in-
teresting but highly useful to the friends of tite cause in Canada,
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Tsland, and the seetions
in the United States-where thss paper circulates:—

Through the influence of the religious press the American and

Foreign Bible Society assembled in May, 1850, under great excite-
mnet. It rejected, by an overwhelming vote, the resolution,
Resolved, That ¢ is the duty of this Society to circulate the Sacred
Scriptures in the most faithful versions that can be procured,
and adopted: instead the following :
“ Resolved, That the Society in its issue and circulation of the
English Scriptures be restricted to the ctmmonly reecived version
witliout note or comment.”

“ Whereas, by the Constitution of this Society, its objgctis, ‘to aid
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in the wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures in all lands' there-
fore,

“ Resofved, That it is not the province and duty of the American
and Foreign Bible Society to attempt on their owu part, or to procure
from others, a revision of the commonly received English version of
the Sacred Seriptures.”

Four distinct lines of policy are here marked:

1st. The Society binds itself to the perpetual and exclusive use of
the common version without condition or hope of change.

2nd. It prohibits itself from ever revising er eorrecting it, declar- |
ing this not to be “ its province and duty.” .

3rd. It forbids any encouragement to others to do the work for the
Society, asserting that it is not its provinee and duty to procure a re-
vision from others.

4th. It imposes a construction upon the Constitution involving a
prineiple that extends beyond the English. For if, because the Con-
stitution defines the object of the Society to be “ to aid in the wider
circulation of the Holy Scriptures in all lands,” THEREFORE, it is Dot
% its provinee and duty” to revise, or procure the revision of, one ver-
sion, 1t eannot be its province and duty to revise, or procure the revi-
sion of, any other version.

The Society having thus decisively assamed an entirely new line of
policy regarding the principle of pure versions, proceeded to enforce
that policy by removing from office those officers and managers (with
the exoeption of the Presipent who resigned) who were known to be in
favor of removing the errors and obscurities from the common Eng-
lish version.

As a consequence of the vstal change in the character of an institu-
tion onee so justly esteemed, it became necessary to organize a body
to take the place which the American and Foreign Bible Society had
abandoned. On the 10th of June, 1850,

THE AMERICAN BIBLE UNION

Was constituted to be the representative, exponent, and abvocate of
pure versions of the Szered Seriptures for the world. The following
articles from its Constitution will show that there is no danger of ever
undergoing the sad change which has destroyed the vitality of the
A & T. B 8 asthe advocate of a principle:

“Art. II Its object shall be to procure and circulate the most
faithful versions of the Sucred Serspturesin all languager through-
out the world.

¢Art. XX This Constitution may be altered by two-thirds of
the members present at any annual meeting of the Union; provided
only that no alteration shall be made in the Second Article, which
defines the object of the Union, without a unanimous vote, and one
year's previous notice.’

The American Bible Union is designad to sustain and encour
age pure versions of God’s word threughout the world. It designs
to spare no expense and no exertiom, which may be needed to pro-
cure a correct Hnglish Bible.

That plan has beem sought which will be most likely to combine
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the best scholarship and the highest human authorties. with the utmost
fidelity to God and Mis Truth. No compromise of the truth in its
simplicity, its purity and its clearness will be made, to gain the co-
operation and sanetion of any man, or any body of men. But while
the great principle of the most serupulous fidelity to God, is inflexi-
bly adhered to, no suitable means will be omitted to bring forth the
book with the greatest weight of human authority, which consistently
with that principle can be secured. . . .

From the period of its organization the American Bible Union has
enjoyed the signal favor of Heaven. The finaneial department has
been prospered beyond all expectation, and its present prospects are
highly encouraging.

During the firss short year of its existence, the contributions
amounted in cash Lo more than $4,000, in pledges to about $10,000.
The second year the cash receipts were more than $10,000; the un-
paid pledges, including those remaining from the preceding amount,
nearly $30.000. Last year the cash excceded $16,000; the unpaid
pledges $60,000. Thepresent year we wish to raise the cash receipts
to $25,000, the unpaid pledges to $100,000.

Although the Bible Union is designed to promote and circulate
faithful versions in all languages throughout the world, and, therefore
admits of no possible restriction or compromise of its principle,
its method of proceeding contemplates the revision of the English
Secriptures as its more immediate duty, while at the same time it is
prosecuting the revision of the Spanish and French Seriptures; and
assisting, as ability is granted, in sustaining and ecncouraging the
most faithful versions in Heathen lands.  As it will be impracticable
in this brief statement to set forth preperly all that has been done
and is being done, in all these d:partments, I refer you for such par-
ticulars to our Annual Reperts, and confine 1yself to the revision of
the English.

The first twelve months of the Union’s existence were prineipally
devoted to preparing and maturing the best possible method of pro-
ceeding. Correspondence was held with hundreds of scholars in this
country and Europe, and different propositions were submitted for
their consideration. Gradually one question after another was eare-
fully examined and permanently settled, until a complete plan was
developed and adopted. Every step was accompanied by earnest
supplieation for the Divine guidance and blessing, and the results
thus far seem clearly to evince that such supplication was heard and
favorably answered. The following is a summary of the plan adopted.

1. To commence with the New Testament.

2. To apportion it among scholars in Great Britain and America;
so as to have the whole Testament primarily revised in both countries.
. 3. Not to confine the work to two sets of revisors, but if during
its progress, other scholars of equal competency offer their services, to
assign the more difficult portions again to them; so as to have a third
or cven a fourth set of revisors upon such parts.

4. Aseach revision is sent in, to subject it to the inspection of the
Committee on versions, and if by them judged worthy, to have copies
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as are willing to assist.
After these copies have been returned to- the revisor, with the eriti-

revised his work, to reserve it in the haads of the Union, until all the
revisors have similarly completed their portions, when the whole will
be subjected to the thorough examination of a Committee of Revis-

and prepared the hook for the press.

5. The reecived Greek Text, eritieally cdited, with known errors
corrected, is adopted as the text to be used by the revisors.

6. The common Lnglish version is made the basis of revision, and
only such alterations are to be made as the exact meaning of the in-
spired text, and the existing state of the language may reyuire.

such authority must be eited.

8. The exact meaning of the inspired text, as that text expressed
it to those who understood the original Scriptures at the time they
were first written, must be given in corresponding words and phrases,

possible obscurity or indefiniteness.

The determination of the Bible Union is to seek and sccure at any
| necessary cost. the exaet meaning of God’s word. and to express that
* meaning in plain English. And by cost in such an expression, we
! ' mean not merely the expenditure of pecuniary means; but the cost
i of toil, of peace, and reputation. We have sustained the shock of
¢ public and of private ridicule. Qur personal reputation has been
© attacked, and our names have been cast out as evil.  Still our resolu-
© tion has not changed, and our courage has not faltered. We have
! never supposed that we could accomplish the work, unless, we were
: aided and directed by God ; and we have humble coufidence that we
I seek his 2id, and seek it not in vain.

' Our revisors are men of eminent gualifications. Among them are

. representad six different evangelical denominations. If there isstill |
i o competent scholar-not engaged, whose services in 0 holy and bless-

1

i ed arworkt can be procured, the Board will be grateful to learn his

! name and address.  Although the whole T'estament has been portion-

i ed out, and every part is under revision; yet suoh is the expansive-
ness and comgpiehensiveness- of our plan, that we camemploy other

I sehalars to advantage. '

-

|
|
!
; THE SEALED: BOOK--THE CLERGY.
|
{

Our very worthy friend and more than half brother:in the Lord,. |

t Mr. James Jack, of Essa township, while tarrying with him Jast year,

. prophetic signs used in Daniel and.the Bevelations.” :This work- with.

taken and furnished to all the other rewisors and such other scholars .

ors appointed by the Union, to continue in session in the City of New -
York, until they have finally adjudicated upon each word ard phrase

7. All alterations must be sustained by competent authority and |

so far as they can be found in the Bnglish language, with the least i

From this last and fundamental rule, no variation is allowable.

made brother Black and myself a present of a voluwe,ontitled, ;
“ Dissertations on the opening of the Sealed Book, illustrating the :

cisms and suggestions of those who have examined them, and he has .,

@
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some others we failed to notice at an earlier day, from the simple
fact that we could not find the requisite moments to look overits
pages. Even now we have only given it a cursory and very rapid
glance. The book evidently improves on acquaintance. Whiie we
discover some items of doctrine and illustration partaking of the
fanciful, the greater proportion of what we have read is decidedly
valid, sound, and solid. Take the following as a specimen:

Ia the early ages of Christianity, in every thing that regarded the
discipline and general affairs of the chureh, the whole congregation
had a voice ; but, in process of time, this was gradually taken out of
their hands, and engrossed by the clergy—a body ahsolutely unknown
in the primitive times. In proportion as the people lost their inde-
pendence, the clergy heightened their claims, and became, if possible,
more assiduous in their dexterous management of dark sentences ; at
first insinuating, and afterwards maintaining, that, in virtue of their
office, they were sacred and sanctified persons, in a sense different from
that in which these terms could be applied to the other members of
Christ’s mystical body ; that those who did not belong to any of the
sacred orders where by no means qualified to deliberate and judge in
holy things ; anc. that it was the height of sacrilegious usurpation for
unhallowed men (comprehending under that description the saints
and faithful in Christ Jesus) to arrogate any power in coucerns of
this nature. As the many, which primitively formed but o lody,
1 Cor. x. 17, became thus divided into two destinct bodies, the clergy
and the Juity—terms derived from two Greck words, cleros and luos,
the fermer signifying ot or wikeritance, the latter people, it may not be
improper that we should herc examine a little what authority the
Seriptures furnish to support this distinetion. !

Throughout the whole of the New Testament the term ceros. as
applied to persons occurs but once. viz,in ! Pet.v 3, - Med hos
Tatakuricountes ton cleron, all typos ginomenoi tow poimnioe.”  Lit-
erally rendered, the passage stands thus: - uot as domineering (or
lording it) over the Jeritage, but being examples to the flock.  In
true canonical English. we should read wot demiacering over the
clergy ; but unhappily the clergy (cleron) in this passage are the very
individuals that are, not only in this verse, but also in the preceding,
denominated ke flock (povmniow.) In other words, the clergy here
spoken of are laymen! But, perhaps, expressions may be fonnd in
the Old Testament which may be considered as furnishing something ‘
like & scriptural warrant for applying this term cleros exclusively to
those whose office it was ©to minister in holy things.” Quite the
contrary : God is,indeed, in these writings, said to be the inberitance
of the Leyites, because a certain portion of the sacrifices offered to
God was, in part, to serve them instead of an estate in land, such as
was given to the other tribes; but no where is the tribe of Levi called
God’s inheritance, though that term is frequently applied to the whofe
mation ; a8 in Deut. ix. 29, * They are thy poyle, and thine whernt-
ance, which thou broughtest out by thy mighty power.” Inthe|i

!
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Septuagint version of this paseage, loas and cleros are the words
used; or people and weheritance, end it is-evident’ that both the terms
are applied to the same persons—the laity are the clergy, and the
clergy are the laity !

Singular as it ;eay appear that thewolves of'whom Paul prophesied,
Acts xx. 29, should bave made guch an'unbappy selection of names

to distinguish between themselves end'those of ‘whom they made o "
prey, it is by ne- means difficult ‘to'be aecounted for. "The bishops-

were 80 extremely apxious for the welfare of their respective flocks,
and-so much wiser than the Apostles, that in ashort time after the

death of the latter, they relicved the .deacons from the troublesof -
managing the chureh’s funds, and -todk all this labour upon them-

selves. oUnexampled kindness! The churcl’s bounty might have

heen misapplied ift 1eft in the bands of men who were comparatively
ignorant and ill infermed, but in the bands of men of such exemplary
sanctity and holiness as the pastors, no such denger wasto he
apprehended.  The bishops still continued to enforee the duty of
liberality. but now the metive was altered. The funds bad gradually
become their own propersy, but still they employed the same language

in their exhortationsas they had always done, beseeching those whom '
they addressed to--be bountiful ‘to Gud’s cleros. Iovery philologist

kuows that wordschange their primitive signification insensibly, when
associated with ideas with which they had originally no-connectiony
till at length they scquire an entirely new meaning.  This is exactly
what took place in this ins-amce, The pastors were continually
enforeing the duty of liberality to God’s clergy;that is, God's inhers:
tance ; aund it followed, as a matter of erurse, thatvthose to whose use
the donations were appliéd were meant by the term employed. The

* two ideas were so naturally conueccted with each other, that they
. could not be separated—those for whose benefit the-money- was ool

lected. were the efergzp—those who applied it to their--own use,
received the henefit ; and. as the people (laos: the laity)-insprocess of
time-were entircly excluded from participating in the fruits of their

. awn bounty, they seased, of course, to be a-patt of the clergy.

Xn 2 manner somewhat similar, the word ecclesie (church) was at

- length also peculiarly spplied to those who'bad made it a property;
.. and henee, in violation of all propriety of speech, they were exclusively

= et

demominated eeclisiesticidl and  churchmen ; names which only mean.
persons belonging to the ecclesia or church., and whieh consequently

urclude every member of the church or congregation. *With as mueh:

propricty might the pastors have appropriated to ‘themselves the
appellation of Caristianoi, or formed a new name from «Christos, and
called themselves exclusively Christékoti. denying to rthe other mem-
bers of the ecclesicc the privilege of being called. by name of Chiist:
but this would have been o most  unprefitable appropriation, for, had

. thay atlowed none to bo Christians but their own body, whenee coutd
¢ they have derived: their emoluments? This would Bave been at onze
to.dry up every source of revenue; but the greater the numbers of

Christians, the greater the contribution that couldbeleviedfrom them.
and hence the-zeal of those who fiecced the flocksto add to it-as many
g possible. no matter what their character and -conversation under

. -
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bearing ouly gal and worinwood. .

But this evil did not come to its heighttill the Roman power, which
hindered the revelation of the «Man of Sin” in the days of the
Apostles, was %zken out of the way. Those who were determined to |
yield obedience to the laws of Christ, had still power to separate J'
themselves frem these corrupt communications, and to organize !'
themeelves after the model of the primitive congregations; butas '
maay as had recourse to this expedient infallibly found that“all
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persceution,” They
were stigmatized as schismaties and heretics by the corrupt teachers,
who, by every secession of this kind, lost a portion of their gains;
‘i and their bitterest enemies were those who, calling themselves Chris-
!| tians, ought to have “joyed in beholding their order, affd the stead-
fastness of their faith in Christ.” Col. ii. 5.

The orthedox never failed to circulate calumnious writings against '
all who dared to dissent from their unseriptural doctrines and
practices. 'These attacks sometimes produced replies; and, as often
as they did, the strongest, not in argument, but in power and influcnee,
were sure to gain the victory. In the first apes, these controversies
were chiefly carried on in Greek, a language admitting of an almost
infinite number of derivatives and compounds. expressing shades of
difference of signification of which no other language is susceptible.
T'he smallest slip or inaccuracy iu the choiee of an expression was
an crror i the fuith, and in process of time a Leresy (when that word
acquired its ceeclesiastical signification)and any attempt to explain
only exposed the individual to the danger of erring still more dam- -
nably. If the dissenter. however, hadyon any oceasion, the better of
the argument, his defeat was not the less certain on that account.
LCorruption had now become so general, that those who fattened by
it, with unblushing cffrontery, supported each other in overwhelming
every person who dared to attack onc of their sacivd vrder. '

that nawe, till at length the whole body beeame infected and foul, “ :
L
i}
|

1
'

WESTERN RESERVE ELECT INSTITUTE.

Tesccond annual Catalogue of this institution iz before us—the gift
of a friend who is now in attendance. [t affords us pleasure toleam
that the Catalogue records the names of over four hundred maleand .
female pupils for the year, ending Nov. 12th. This speaks volumes
i| for the Acadamy. We notice that some ten or twelve are from .
il Canada West. : -
| A. S Hayden is still Prineipai, which is saying enough as a guar-
| antee for the character of the School. The following paragraph will |
show the objeet and prineiples of the founders of this institution :—

D0 .

. All learning is uscless without real goodness of heart. Knowledge -
| 13 powar; but 1% is powerful only for evil, unless it is coutrolled by

| me.l principle, and employed for the welfare of the human race. -
! So depuse o)l witnesses competent to bear testimony in this case. It
il becomes then, a question of immense importance, how shall morl:
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s s . : K
culture be made to keep pace with intellcctual 2 Or in other words, ||

how shall youthbe taught to be good as well as intelligent? This
question of unparalleled importance, engaged the profound attention
of the founders of the Eclectic Jnstitute. Decply penetrated with a
sense of its importance, they resolved to establish an institution for the
sons and daughters of all lovers of morality and good order, whose
prominent aim should be to implant deeply in the heart of every stu-
dent of the New Testament, based on the superlatively glorious and
immutable facts of Sacred History. It was deliberately and firmly
resolved that this instruction should ever be held paramount in all its
classic arrangements. To accomplish this end, more time must be
devoted to the holy oracles, more reverence must be paid to this great
charter of all rights and all true liberty, than mercly the reading of
a chapter, morning by morning.  Z%e Bible must be taken into the
Sthool, as a Book of Stwdy. 1ts fucts must be studied ; its own pure
and perfect morality must be daily wrged upon the consciences of the
Students, in view of its fearful Sanctions.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

Dear Brotuer :—OQur beloved brother J. J. Moss came to Will-
iamsville some time in January—conducted a meeting a week or so
—and immersed some seven or eight. Trom there he went to Wales,
and immersed one. Thence to Spring brook, and immersed four;
and then to Touawanda, adding nincteen—thirteen by immersion;
the others being previously immersed: and formed a congregation
of thirty-two members. Thence to Williamsville again to commence
a debate with Mr. Bowman, of the Methodist denomination. The
debate commenced last Monday and will close this afternoon.
Yvenings during the week were devoted to preaching, both at the
Methodist and Disciples’ House. The Disciples thus far have im-
mersed five. )

Mr. Bowman had eight preachers to assist him; J. J. Moss only
—brother Theodore Horner. Frother Moss bas given good satisfac-

tion. I will give you 2s near as I can remember the Propositions |

under discussion.,

1. The only mode that now constitutes Christian baptismis immer-
sion in water.—dJ. J. Moss, affirmative—J. Bowmar, negative.

2. 'That infants of believing parents are fit subjects for baptism.—
J. Bowman, affirmative—d& J. Moss. negative,

3. That baptisin to the penitent believer is essential to salvation.
—J. J. Moss, afirmative—dJ. Bowman negative.

4. That prayer by the sinner or in his hehalf is one of God’s appoiut-
cd means for his justification.—J. Bowman, afirmative—d. J. Moss,
negative.

5. That the Spirit of God operates to the conversion of sinmers
only through the word (of God.)—dJ. J. Moss, affirmative—dJ. Bow-
man, negative. . ’ :

6. That Creeds and Disciplines arcnoi necessarily sinful in the
church of Christ.—J. Bowman, afirmative—J. J. Moss, negative.

!
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* and somewhat singular Elder Moss has not in his long career become

- a8 all who fraternize with him. Besides, it is ag pure a sectarian

" Propositions are neither tobe aflirmed nor denied ; for they are out. ||

" ¢ fIe that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” is a scriptural :

* with the whole gospel.  To make too mueh of baptism, when assoct- |

¢ on haptism’(we judge not of the logic which sustained it) is of this:

Brother Moss is invited te speak in the Baptist House where the
debate is held, and the prospectaare good for more additions. But I
must close, as I am one of the moderators and it is necessary.for me
to be there. All well at psesent. May the Lord bless you.

Adieu,
Bens. Summy.
A worp oN THE ABovE.—1tis to be regretted that the talented

more desereat in the use of terms. “The baptisn of a believen is
essential to salvation” he says to all men; while he uses the three
principal words in the Proposition, * baptism,”  essential,” and * sal-
vation” ina-sense wholly different from the current acceptation;
thereby, to some extent, doing himself a manifest injustice, as well

Propesition as ever was coined. It is not enly calculated to fix the
mind npon one thing pre-eminently and desproportionally, but it plain- |}
ly reengnizes the principle of essentials and non-essentials. a doctrine
that Las done more harm than the doctrine of purgatory. Baptism
ig essertial, the proposition says; other things may or not be It Some

of shape, distracted, and distorted. We wonder how any man in [l
public debate could cither afitrm or deny the above Proposition.

proposition, worthy of all acceptance—as unlike “ DBaptism to the-
penitent believer is essential to salvation” as spiinkling is unlike
primitive baptism.

Not one ordinance and not one arrangement of the Lord's enact-'Jl;
ment and sanction can be overvalued if kept 1n its place, in harmony

ated with the “hord Jesus and his authority, is not possible; any .
more than we can overrate the worth of any mewber of the human
body when we view itin its adaptation and fitness as a part of the |
whole. Sectarianism is a system of distortions and disproportions. |

And any language or proposition whiek is caleulated to distort and .
wiench out of shape the divine harmony and propertion of heaven's. |-
instrumentalities to save men from sinand give them everlasting sal:
vation, is far from being profitable. In our judgment the Proposition:

injurions stamp. 4
We thank our cordial brother Summy for she above report and th
news he bas given to us all D O

£ * Mathetes™ in our next; also our stedfast friend the First Senex. W
desireto hear brether W. A. Stephens in some of his poctic stiains shortly. AR
item of newsalso from brother Asher Holmes.  Atpresent we are crowded. bw
hope to dujustice to all our correspondents.  Otigin of Wesuninster Confession
Ne. VL in our May Number DO, "

—_——
§&" The Juue Meeting for the brethren in Canada West. letall remernber,

will be held this year in the village of' Williamsville, sonik of Hzmilten som
twenty-five or twenty-eight miles. Particularsin our next.




