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STRAW CUTTER.

If there is any implement of Agriculture which, more than
another, has attracted the attention of improvers and experi-
menters, it is the machine for cutting fodder. Kuives have
been made of all imaginalie shapes, ard hung in all possible i
ways. Everyarticle of cutlery that has issued from a Sheffield
manufactory seems to have been imitated in their constructign. '
They have been attached to the arms of wheels at right angles '

three knives as may be seen in the tut, fixed to the spokes or
arms of the wheel in such a manner as to cut the straw with
the least possible waste of power. Inshape they resemble the
first ten inches of the points of cradle scythes, but stronger.
The feeding apparatus is gs simple as can be made, and yet it
is effectual. Two rollers, between which the straw passes, are
worked by an endless screw on the shaft of the large wheel.

to the axle, and to the circumference parallel to it. To levers | The only fault we could detect in the machine by a hurried
and to frames, sometimes working perpendicularly, and at| inspection, was the great weight of metal in the principal
others slantendicularly, cutting downwards and cutting up- | Wheel. In other respects, it is well made, not liable to get out

wards, on rollers spirally and on roliers longitudinally. Some- |
times the machine has undergone such fundamental changes, |
that it would take 2 man who hes spent his life m the study of -
comparative anatomy, or rather machinery, to put it together !
$f'it should happen to fall to pieces.

We saw one the other day on the side-walk in this city, -
that would make a high spirited horse burst his belly-band to '
ook atit. The fout ensemble was striking and picturesque.—
It looked as if it might have been a frame at first constructed
with the appropriate and usual features of such an article, but
had unfortunately been left out in rough weather, and got
blown over the barn in a whirlwind, We defy any one of
ordinary attainments to tell the top from the bottom, for it is
like a cat, throw it up as you please, it will be sure to come
down on its feet. We understand it is the invention of an
acquaintance of ours, who once very nearly found out the Per-
petual Motion. He has at any rate found out the querist
cutting box of modern times. But to the engraving above.
This represénts one improyed by 2 young Canadian, and ma-
nufactured at the foundry of Mr. Good, of this city. We went
to-see it operate a few days ago, and were certainly highly
pleased with the manner it did its work. There are two points

ofexcellence in this machine of great importance. Thers are

of repair, and will we think answer a good purrose.
e i

FaruING AND Reapine.—Do you take and read an Agricul~
tural paper? Strange that a farmer, or planter, should think
of doing without one. The merchant smrounds himself with
his shipping lists, price curreats, and all the means that can
communicate information and ensure success; the lawyer’s
shelves are loaded with law journals, law reports, law com-
mentaries, and law precedents, for he is sensible that without
understanding what others have done, he cannot hope for
trinmph at the bar; so with the other professions, they must
and do read, if they hope for eminence or usefulness. All are
anxious to understand their own business, the farmer excepted
and too many of these are content to follow on in the beaten
path, never reading, scarcely thinking, and showing no
anxiety to know what science is doing for them, and what dis-
coveries and imprévements are making to accelerate their
progress. No man needs extensive, varied knowledge, more
than the farmer; none can turn it to more profitable accoant.—
The whele growth of a plant from the germination of the seed
to the ripeningof the fruit, is purely a chemical process, and
one that may be understood and known. The farmer is admi-
rably situated to study and to interrogate nature. Let him
read, observe, compare, reflect, and practice accordingly.—
Never act without system, no: do a thing because others have
done it.— Cult. Almenac. )

Remember the truism—that what s worth ding at all, is
worth doing well. ’
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= All articlea in this paper which are leaded, i. c. which have
a free, open appearance, like the present and the one _thal follo'\fs it,
are original—written either by the Fditor or by contributars. Fhose
that have a close, solid appearance, like thearticie on the next pase,
headed HinTs For FLprUARY,” are either copied [rom other pub-
lications or written by Correspondents, in which latter case the
name, real or fictiticus, of the writer will appear, with date, &c‘
All atticles not written ot entirely re-modelled by the Editor, which
appear as editorial, will be distinguished by a letter of the alphabet,
usually the initial of the writer’s name, at the end.

We make these explanations, in order that readers may not con-
found what we say with what is said by other people ; and that they
may neither give us credit nor blame us for what is not ows. We
have heard readers speak of what they had seen in a newspaper, as
if the whole of the paper were v.ritten by the Jditor; and of course
such people hold him responsible for the tiuth of every sentence in
{ts pages. A very little reflection will convince any person of sense
of the absurdity of such a notion. If we find a statement in a
respectable exchange paper, or in the works of some author ?t esta~
blished reputation, which seems plausible and worthy of notice, we
insert it for what it may be worth, and the reader must so regard jt.
1f we meet with a receipt which is reccommended as valuable, we
give it; and unless we hoppen to have proved it, and state that faet,
the reader must try for himsell before he relies upon its efficacy.
We trust all our readers, before they find fault with the Editor, will
think of the above remaiks, and try to form a just and proper notion
of his true position, duties and 1esponsibilitics.

We beg further to state, although it onght to be unnecrssary, that
we must net be identified with, ov held accountable for, the opinions
of our Correspondents. Our pages are open todair and free discus-
sion on all suitable subjects; and we here invite the friends of agri-
culture to assist us in diffusing among our farmers correct opintons
upan all subjects of interest to them. We have but one request to
make now, and that is, that they will make their communications
as short and as much to the purpose as possible.

o~

AGRICULTURE, IN CONNECTION WITH COLLEGES
AND UNIVERSITIES. .

The above is beceming a favorite movement in various parts
of the United States, and it is thought that should the experi-
ments now being made prove successful in accomplishing the
results the friends of the cause anticipate, liberal provision will
be made by the different State Governmments, for the establish-
meut of agricultural chairs and experimental farms, in connec-
tion with their principal colleginte Institutions. The Eastern
Colleges have nobly set the example, in bringing about this
truly great reform ; and we learn that Professors Horsford aud
Norton, the former of Harverd and the latter of Yale College,
have been very successful in practically applying and illustrat-
ing the science of Agriculture to the understandings of the
hundreds of students who attend these richly endowed insti-
tations. The Legislature of the comparatively small and new
State of Gerrgia, has vecently made a liberal approprigtion to
found and sustain an agricultural professorship in the State
Upiversity.

Ireland and Scotlaud are hoth becoming alive to the an-
portance of raising the business of agriculture to 2 standard
which will e.mitle it to rank, in the lnpse of a few years, wit.h
the exact sciences. England is not lagging in the work, and

country. It properly managed they may be made nearly self-
sustaining, especially if established upon the busis of those that
| are being put into operation in Ireland.

: As agriculture is the grent source of productive lubour in
| Cannda, it is important that those employed in it, strould
thoroughly understand the principles which govern the
_various operations on the farm, and be able to trace effects
i to their true cause. Modern philosophers have clearly illus-
ltmtcd the applicability of science to agriculture, and why

should not the agricnitural youth of the present day avail®

themselves of the benefits to be derived from a knowledge of
ithe important facts that have been so clearly revealed to
ius by a Duvy, n Liebeg, a Playfuir, a Johnston, and a
| their substance in the investigation of agricultural phenomenn?
! The discoveries made by these men have beeti promulgated far
and wide by the press, and may be made available with a very
trifling cost, by any youth who hasa desire to become ac-
quainted with them. The science of chemistry, botany, geology
and mechanics, should be taught in those Academtes, where
our wealthy farmer’s sons are being educated, and even in the
common schools, we may hope that throygh the agency of the
Normal School, a taste will be imparted to the rural population
for the study of such sciences. We look to our Provineind
University of King's College to set an example in this great
ngtional enterprize. [t is so richly endowed that a few costly
experiments in practical agriculture would not be seriously felt.
A respectable farm, placed under proper management, in con-
nection with this Iostitution, would have a very wholesome
influence on the productive interests of this Province. The
cultvation of new crops, the application of new machinesto the

the various modes of underdraining, subsoiling, and tilling the

would all form an important part in ameliorating and elevat-
g the condition of the Agriculture of Canada.

Agriculture is now acknowledged on all hands to be of the
greatest importance to olf interests. The success of all other
branches of trade, is mainly dependant upon the productiveness
of the soil; it is therefore to be hoped, that the Caunadisn
Government will look well to the matter, and at least place
the educatiounal institutions under their controul, on such a

of the great resonrces of the country. We shall as soon as we
can find time to digest some ideas which we entertain, with

our scheme before the public, and we hepe to be able to draw
the attention of the new Parliament to a suhject, which we
contend is of vastly greater importance to the country than
any other single measure that can be framed.

- -

HINTS FOR FEBRUARY.

— +

Some of the following * hints " which we fiud in the Genesse

for February as well as the month for which they were write
ten :—

buzz round on thy's first day, saered to the heathen god Janarivg}
or whether Adath on this day was first created and given power

' host of other worthies, who have spent their lives, and devoted

various operations on the farm, the testing of the efficacy of

land, aud not least, the careful analysis of soils and plants, -

footing, that a sound practical education may be imparted to -
the youth of our land, calculated to further the developement *

regard to a general law for the promotion of Agriculture, lay..

Farmer, are well worthy the reader’s notice, and will auswer .

. Hixrs por Jaxvary.—This month is an important.epoﬂa;
in time § brt whether this old beldame, Earth, first begun to _

-

over all the bensts of the ficld, and the birds of the git,.r.
whether it i3 entirely zn. assumption of ey progenitors, we..
plead ignoramus. Bag our belief is that it is entirely m‘hiirni‘.&,:
and confess to a dread and dislike of the cold blasts of winter ;
that death and nonentity of all things beautifol nod fair—thab °
period of monotony—of snows, of frosts, of wind, and mud ;
the abseuce of leaf and life, of song, and the blessed invigorat-

there is no deuht that agricultural schools, in connection with
example or pattern farms, will become very general in Great
Britain and Ireland, before many yeurs. Indeed government
has already made provision for the establishment of educationa]
institutions of this discription in cach county of the latter
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Ing rays of the glorious luminary of day. Haud we, in the
fuluess of our humau ignorance. the power of commencing
time, of beginning our solar year, it would have been at a
period when all things are as verdant as our precious selves —
when nature in the redandant luxury of fruition makes tlus |
glorious world a paradise, a paragan of beauty and hfe. < But -
ttis as it is, and can't be no 'tiser.”” So we niust be content, |
and grub along with the best grace we may, on spare-rib aund 1
Johnny cake, leafless trees and cold toes. Su let us turn overa
new leaf; that is, all of us who are not so perfect as to he
beyond amendment—for many of our old leaves'are blotted
and dirty, by bad acts, dog's-cars, and sins of omission and
commission—and start de 70vo upon the improved knowledge I
and principles of a forever past year's experience. ‘

Look over your hooks, and see how you stand with the |
world, in the Debit and Credit scale. Pay thy creditor while }
thou art in his way, lest he send the sherif, and he send thee |
to prison ; verily thou shall not depart until thon hast paid the |
utmoest farthing, But, thanks te our liberal legislators, who go .
about the world like voaring lions, doing good, we are out ofi
that scrape—we can’t be imprisoned for civil debt 5 but never- |
theless, dear reader. if you can pay all of your indebtedness |
when you lay your head upon your pillow, an independent ;
man, Santa Claus will fill your stocking and your store—night- |
mare and indigestion will vanish—your wife will be kind, your !
children obedient, and all mankind be brethren and friends. !

Don't smoke, drink cider, and dream away these long even- |
ings. Life is short enough, and time flies fast ensugh. without ,
the adventitious aid of, provocatives. Settle accowrnts—make |
cafealations and estimates for future use—read and digest good
and profitable baoke—overhaul the children’s pregress in
school, and see that they make good use of that invaluable
institution, the School Library-—encourage social singing in
the family, of sacred music and moral and patriotic sunnets, »
svliich is a much better recreation for young and old than the
chequer-board, cards, &e.

Remember in laying down pork, that a little too much salt
is just enough—that lean meat is a loss, and every ounce of
bone decidedly injures the flavor of the meat Rattle up the
wood, and see that the wood house is supplied, for it is enough
to tirake a horse break his bridle to see a womau out in the
snow hacking wood, she does it so awkwardly.

Litter your stables and sheds freely. and if you have straw
in pleaty, cover the whole yard. Feed chaff in tubs or half
barrels, or troughs; it saves half. If the milch cows full off in
milk with good feed, it is a sign they want salt—n gill every
other day is none too much; but above all things, sce that
they get pleaty of water, handily and when they want it.—
Louk well and often to sheep; see that they keep up; a few
eats ar small quantity of corn are wonderful assistants.

The first good sieighing, get your plaster home. Take good
eare of all the house ashes, for one bushel on most land, is
wortlt two of plaster—except perhaps for clover. llouse and
paint the waggouns, sleighs, plows, harrews, &c. Que gallon
of bailed oil, and six pounds of Venectian red, will save twenty-
five dollars a year.

Make farm gutes, and make fence with the bars. Getout
your rails and stakes. Look to your potatoes—do your duty to
God and man.  So doing, kind reader, we wish you a Happy
New Year,

LIMING AND BRINING SEED WHEAT.

" The following remarks are by a practical Farmer, Tle
subject is an important one, aud those of our readers who may
happen to think that steeping and liming are of wo use, are
recommmended to read them attentively :—

Mussrs. EpsTors :—I regret to see that your correspondent,
N. Simgns, doubts the benefits of salt and lime to prevent smut.
I am so well grounded in my belief of its efficacy. that it is
almest ag daring an innovation on a well settled principle, as
te atiack my helief in holy things. As far as my experience
gaes, togeth=r with a multitude of others, it is a specific for that
disense, and the ouly one that never fails, and when properly
aud faithfully applied, prevents, in all eases, its propagation. I
hdve been in the constaut use of the practice for ten years past,
without even an appearance of smut, aud one of my neighbors
who:constantly limes.and brines his seed, proclaims, that he
\v'gll _give one dollar each for every smut head that can be found
o b farm,

(3]
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A very careful experiment was made in England, at great
expenze, under the patronage of tho National Agricultural
Society, in which was thoroughly tested all the popular no-
tions in use as a preventwe, with the foulest seed, and with
clean seed thotoughly impregoated with the fungus knowu as
smat, in which it was conclusively proved, that it was net only
propagated by the ©Hul seed, but that clean seed wet and rubbed
with the fungus, also produced it abundantly. The prevention
that succeeded hest was sonking in stale urine, and drying with
quick lime ; the next hest was sfong brine and lime. So that I
cannot but suepeet that there was something wanting in your
correspondent’s manner of preparing his seed, or it is onc of
those vicissitudes of nature, that sometimes defeats an alirost
unerring rule.

A strong ease in point happened, a few years siuce, under
my own view and knowledge. A father and son-in-law had
eaclt a summer fallow, side by side, of equal quality, exposure,
and soil. Their own geed being ruther objectionable on account
of foul seeds, they procured a load ot forty bushels from a dis-
tance of some fifteen miles. O arriving at their homes they
divided the bags according to their several wants. The futher,
on looking nt his discovered that it was cousiderably smutted
nnd immedintely salted and brined it; the son-in-law was a
disbeliever and omitted it. They both sowed the same day,
and under precisely the same circumstances. Oun harvesting,
one was clean and the other was foul. The father got 94 cents
per bushel, while the son-in-law could only get offered 69 cents,
it was so excessively smutted.

December, 1847.
.—(renesee Farmer.

P T

L. B. Loveraxp.

THE RESPECTABILITY OF AGRICULTURE.

. Ab elegant writer on the raral industry of Holland, in the
last Edinburgh Review says,in relation to agricolture, ** that the
errors of practice ave corvected, and causes of failure of crops
made clear by the discoveries of modern chemistry. That by
it alone the rochs aud shoals that lie in the way of agriculturat
improvement are mapped out ; deeper and :nore direct channels
brought to light, and new methods suggested, by which not
only are known ends to be attained, more completely and more
economically than before, but objects also rcalized, which have
hitherto been considered unattuinable.

¢ 'P'he doctrine, ecunomy, composition, preparation, and
skilful use of manures—how wonderfully have all these points
been illustrated and developed in late years! What the plant
consists of —how and with what substances it is fed—what the
soil naturally contains—how it is to be improved, so that what
is present in it may be made readily available to the plnot, and
what it lacks be in the best way supplied~where the kiods of
food necessary to the plants are to be obtained most abundantly
and how applied most profitably to the soil—what effects
climate. sitiation, and tillage exercise upon the fertility of the
land, and upon the fertilizing virtues of whatever 1s laid upon
or mixed with it These, and hundreds of similar questions,
all involving or suggesting peeuliar modes of practice, are
arising daily, where culture is prosecuted as an advancing art
—aud they are solved especially by chemical research. They
are all included, therefore, under what we term the chemical
divisien of agriculture.

«Let a farmer avail himself of this knowledge, and he is
i uncousciously raised into the intelligent culdvator of a most
i interesting branch of natural science.”

A koowledge of chemistry sufficient to enable a fiurmer to
work understandingly in Nature's laborvatory, his own farm,
requires only that he should study the uature of about thirteen
substances. .
—Genesec Farmer.

Steamina Foop—GrowinG MusTarD, &c.—Atalate meet-
ing of the Ross Agricultural Association, England, several
very excellent speeches were delivered, and fron the whole
of the proceedings it would appear that in some parts of Eng-
land at least, an increasing interest in agricultural improve-
ment®is perceptible. From some accounts we have lately
seen, we feared there was danger of a retrograde movement.
A Mr. Bafson in the course of his speech made the following

remarks :— '
There are two matters of a practical nature which I should like ta

introduce to your notice. The first is the syatem of steaming food,
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It is impossible to state the benefits which result from an exteneive
practice of this system I have been able to steam hay that }m;« been
perfectly white with mould, and have ulumately breught 1t into as
good a state as any hay that you can get out trom the middle of a
rick. (Hear. hear.) I am using the eystem rather c.xienswc')y, and
find it of great benefit. 1have pigs on my farm which, during the
Iast month have been gaining weight at the rate of 20lbs. a week.
Hear, hear.) I do not mean to say that this is very extraordinary,
but it shows what the system is ealculated to effect. The other mat-
ter is, the cultivation of mustard. This many persons have tried, and
have found 1t to answer exceedingly well ; but I hope to sec the day
when it will be 28 common to sow mustard after the corn is cleared
off,as it is to fallow it with turnips. (Applause.) Many benefits
arise from it: it keeps down the weeds, and is profitable, while the
outlay upon the ground is only about 4s. to the acre.

L. F. ALLEN, ESQ.,—HIS FARM STOCK, &ec.

In our first number (of the A griculturist), we published a
communication from Mr. Allen, of Black Rock, New York,
addressed to us when Editor of the Canada Farmer, relative
to some observations which we made in that Journal, upon his
farm, buildings, stock, &c.,at Grand Island. We had written
a tew remarks explanatory of two or three points in Mr. A%s
letter, which were intended to accompany it, but by some
mistake their omission was not discovered till the form had
gone to press, and being so far behind with our first nun.ber,
we were unwilling to delay the press a single moment to make
alterations, not absolutely required. ..

The readers of the Furmer will probably recollect the driff
of our remarks, upon what we saw on visiting Mr. A.%8 fdim
last fall. They will be able to understand the force of Mr.
Allen’s observations, and the true questions at issue between
us, if we can properly be said to be atissue at all. Those ‘vho
have not taken or seen the Farmer, will not so well appre-
ciate the points under discussion.

There are generally two extremes.to subjects like the pre-
sent, into one or other of which a large proportien of those
who think, talk and write about them are apt to stray. The
man who has given his attention, and spent his money in
selecting and breeding an improved variety of any of the
domestic animals, will be very likely to think highly of them,
and extol their merits a little beyond their geal deserts. If he
has had tolerable success he very naturally feels proud of it,
and besides if he has spent much money he will be anxious to
get it back again. The result is, that he wishes to make every
body else take the same exaggerated view that he does him-~
self.  On the other hand, there are those who doggedly adhere
to one course, because they have always followed it. They
have no desire for improvement; the old way answers their
purpose ; tell them of any thing new that is worthy of their
notice, and they regard it as a direct imputation upon their
knowledge and practice; just as if they did not know every
thing worth knowing, and did not do every thing in the best
possible manner. Such people will never acknowledge the
superiotity of any thing over what they possess, and conse-
quently they go to the other extreme. Now we have endea-
voured, and in the conduct of our paper, shall always endeavor
to take a straight forward, coinmon sense, practicai and just
view of all subjects liable to these extremes. e may err,
we may not be sufficiently acquainted with the question to
argue it aright, but nevertheless we shall try, We are satisfied
that no substantial good can be accomplished, in attempting to
prowmote improvement in agriculture by misrepresentation or
hpmbug. - We shall strive to discuss every matter fairly; to
examine it in all its aspects,

It was in this spirit and with this object that we made the
following, among other observations on the subjeet of ¢ im-

pr;:ed breeds*” of cattle, in the article to which Mr. Allen
Teflrs i~

« The teath is, the beat breeds of domestic animals, o8 well a8 the
best varieties of grain and vegetables, require the best management ;
a consiant apphcation of skill and care to maintain, and perpetuate
thelr superior qualities. ‘T'he inan who Jays out lurge sums of money
to stock his farm with Durham, Devon, or Hercford cattle, Berkshire
pige; and South Down, Leicester, or Cotswold sheep, and then pats
sues the same old aystem of neglect ; leaving every thing to take care
of itself; or, when he does interfere, obstructing mature’s efforta
instead of helping or taking advantage of them ; ullowing the butcher
10 cull his flocks of the best—the congervative individudle, whose
superior character would keep up the gencral standard, had much
beiter invest his capital in some other way. Not but ihat the im-
proved breeds will, even in bad hands and under the operation of
degenerating cauges, still mainta‘n 2 superiority over the commion
kinds in like cirenmstances, but the difference will not be sufficient to
justify their original expense. The tendency of everything of this
kind is downward. It would seem to be a part of the ** primeval
curee,” that those produets of the animal and végetable kingdom
essential to man’s exisience, should demnand his constant care, and
the exercise of his highest skill to prevent them irom ¢ running
out. >

After showing the unsoundness of the doctrine, that the dif-
ference between the ¢ improved breeds? and the ¢natives,”
is wholly owing to blood, or ancestorial and physiological supe-
riority, and that the natives are incapable of improvement by
any process, we added the following :—

“ But it may be asked what need then of importing Durhams, &c¢.,
at great expense, and paying high prices for their stock? For the
simple reason thatin them we have ready to our hand what has cost
long years of lnbor and skill to produce, and what can not be accom-
plished by any shorter methed now. 'Fheir good qualities as far as
they can be, are established. We have a vantage ground to start
fiom, and thus time and expense, and an exercise of skill that very few
of us have,are dispensed with. The practical canclusion that we are
driving at is just this: Let us have good stock, the best we can get,
because they are the most profitable. The ¢ improved breeds’ are
the best, the several kinds according to the purposes for which they
are wanted. Therefore, let us procure one of the improved breeds.
But without spoiling our syllogism, we must add this conclusion
where we are not able to stock our farm with Durhams, Devons or
Ayrshires, let us not neglect the natives ; especinlly let us not do so
under the notion that they are ineapable of imnprovement that be«
tween them and the former there is an ‘impassible gulph” ‘Fime
and care will enable us to cross it.”

We hold the same opinions still, notwithstanéing the clever
and apparently clinching arguments of our excellent friend,
He must not speak so contemptuously of the ¢ scrubs or natives
as you call them,> or when he pays us a visit, which we
expect some of these days, we shall take him to see some
“natives?” that will « astonish® him, or if they do not we are
certain he will ¢ astonish the natives.”

He gets the better of us altogether, when he asks s to tefl
him «by what process, and through what combinations the
different breeds of the Short-horn, Hereford or the Devon
cattle were produced.”” The noted breeder and author of the
American Herd Book should not have imposed so ¢ deep”a
subject upon a mere amateur—upon one who can hardly say
more than that he ¢« desires to look into these things.” Wa:
fear Mr. A. that as the beggar said to the gentleman of
¢ blood,” who was boasting the great exploits of his  ancestors
for many generations, if we go deep enough into the matter,
we shall find that about the time of Noah, our ancestors
were very nearly related, and so of the improved and native
breeds of cattle. It surely rests upon those who assert the
affirmative, to adduce ths proofof it. The Short-horn writers’
are fond of claiming for their favorites a very high antiqaity,
and thence argue the inherent distinctiveness of the breed,.
and the absolute permanence of their superiority. Now we:
admit <§he superiotity, and urge the advantage of ‘procuring-
them as stock, but we deny the correctness of the arguments
or proofs by which that superiority is in part made out. . This’
is the difference, if there be any, between us and Mr. Allen.;
Mr. A.in his Herd Book (extracts from which we shall. tike
the Liberty of publishing hereafter in our paper), stfives hard

.

to make out the claim for his Short-horns, to & logg‘ggé; of

distinguished ancestry, Hut when he gets beyond the time of



the Messrs. Collings, (1800, and for a few years previous) the
subject changes from history to ¢radition. On the banks of the
Tees, about the year ¢« 1740, there existed a breed of caitle
resembling the Short horns,?’ except that their horns were not
short. They were 4 cressed with, and probably improved by,
importations from the centinent,” says the Rev. Mr. Berry,
the earliest authentic writer on the subject. This was likely
to damage-the claim set up by the enthusiastic breeders, and
therefore rather a fanciful idea wids started, that these linpor-
tations were from a branch of the same family sent into Hollard
a centnry before? This part of the subject we admit is ¢ rather
deep.”” The ancient record mentioned by Mr. A. in a note,
that his brother was fold existed in England, proving that the
Short-horns flourished there four centuries ago, would no doubt
remove some of the difficulty, if brought to light.

e shall return to this matter again, not for the purpose of
ranning down the improved breeds, but to meet the false
assumption as to their origin, which, if it were generally be-
lieved, would prevent all effort at improvement of the natives.
We believe that the same course of treatment which has given,
and keeps up the excellence of the improved (the very expres-
sion supports our view), will create and perpetuate excellence
among the natives. Thisis an object we think of nearly as
much importance to the country at large, as the brecding and
improvement of the Short-horns. We hope that as it is not the
first, it will not be the last time that Mr. Allen will appear in

our columns.
~——

THE GOLD MEDAL FOR THE BEST IMPROVED FARM
IN THE HOME DISTRICT.

Allusion was made to the above subject in the October
sumber of the Provincial Advertiser, which brought forth a
lengthy communication from the pen of E. W. Thomson, Esqg.,
the chairman of the Awarding Commitice, which we would
gladly have transferred {o the columns of the Agricullurist, if
the space devoted to agricultural topics would admit it. The
communication in guestion embodies the report, as it was
originally drawn up and presented to the Association, and
the following may be viewed as an abreviation of such

parts as would be interesting to the readers of a widely cir-)

calated Journal like ours. OQnly four farms were offe.ed for
competition, and the one that was deemed the best in every
respect, is swned and managed by Mr. David Siniley, and is
situated in the secord concession of Vaughan. No mention
whatever is made of the detaiis of Mr. Smiley’s farm practice,
by which the reader could follow so excellent an example as
is doubtless set by Mr. S.; this omission nearly destreys the
usefulness of the report, and should in future be noticed, if
possible, by Awarding Committees.

The three unsuccassful competitors were George Miiler,
Markham ; David Smith, and Mrs. Blanchard, of Toionto
Township. Mention is made of Mr. Miller’s inode of preparing
seed wheat, which is that ef dippirg it in boiling ley, as a
means of preventing smut. The results of this practice in the
hands of Mr. Miller, have apparently proved safe and cffica-
cious, but we fear it would b likely to destroy the vitality of
the seed, and should be used with great caution.

Mrs. Blanchard’s farn is highly spoken of, being fenced
with English haw-thotn ; and Mr. Smith’s neat farm manage-
ment, is adverted to in ¢ the highest terms of commendation.”?

Cory Mear Caxe.—Excellent breakfast cakescan be made in the
following menner: Mix two quarts of corn meal, at night, with
water,.and a little yeast and salt, and 1nake it just thin cnough to stir
cayy. . In the morning stir in threc or four cggs, = little saleratus, and
a cup of sour milk, 8o as to leave it thin enough to pour oot of & pan;
bakethree quarters of a3 hour, and you will have light, rich honey-
comb cake—and with 2 good cup of coffee and wweet butter at breek-
fast;one finds with Hamlet, “incceass of appetite to grow with what
i!efcpﬂs_ori.”n“ e e e e L o

ACRICULTURE.

1Y)

How 1o opTaly A KEw vamiery oF PoTators —The Ozdens-
Lireh Bepn'liean envs: « Whan the vines are done grewing and
tateed down, the seed 14 wipe : then take the Lelle and s'rng thein
wina drrge pootle and throad—hang them i a dry plree, where
shey will gradeslly dry ond matere wrbout uguy froa trost, Ia the
month ot Apni soak the ball for several hours in water, then gqueeze
them to separate the seed from the pulp.  When warhed and dried
they are fit forrowing m rowa in a ted woll prepered in the garden.
They will sproat.na fortnight.  They must be atended to like other
vegstzbles, and when alout two inches bl they may be traneplanted
into rows, As they increace in sze they should be buted, I the
autun many of th n will be of the size of o walant,and from that to
apen. In the followr g epri the y should Le plented m hills, plecing
the larger ones together.  They will in the sccond year attain their
foll size, and will exhibit geveral varietica of furm, and may then be
selrciad o suit the judgment of the culti-ptor.”

T S -

Guropean Agricultural News.

Under this head we shall give a summary of agricultural
news from our Eoglish and Foreiga exchunges. We are in
receipt of several Agricultural Periodicals, and shall take steps
to procure more in order to make this departinent of our paper
interesting.

ArsTeaniax Woor Trine.—~The quantity of wool exported
from. Sydncy in the year 1436, amounted to 3,700,000 lbe.
\;'giglft; and the annual produce has increased so astonish-
ingl,;:; that from the same port, in 1846. 7,100,000 1bs. were
exported. The celebrated wools of Australia are derived from
two principal breeds of sheep. the Merino and the Saxon
To give the reader some idea of the quantity of wool
exported from New South Wales, it is only necessary to state
that, in the year 1813, the gross amount equalled 18,000,000
lbs. This wool was sold at remunerating prices in the British
markets, and at lower rates than had been usually paid for
wool of a similar quality imported from Spain and Germany,

T " °

Tue Trxaxt-Riant Actratiox.—The tenant farmers of
England appear to be unanimsus in opinion, that the only
means by which they can bear up under the operations of free
trade in agricaltural produce, is to secure from their Iandlords
a certain frechold teniire, on long periods of time, by which
means they would be warranted in mvesting their capital in
draiving and in making other permanent improvements. Mect-
ings are being held in vazious parts of the hingdom, by tenant
farmers: and in soms instances the kindiords have counsented
to the termss dictated by their tenants.

Ixpran Cory axp Ryr Mzar, usup For FrEDING Horxen
CaTTLE—A writer in the Mark Lane Express is of opinion
thut corn and rye wmeal are more nuirilious and are better and .
cheaper articles of food than oil-cake.

Frax Growixe.—At a meeting in Clonakilty, Mr. Franks
states, that the quantity of land once under flax in the connty ,
of Cork, amounted to 1,700 acres—that there were 500 hogs-
heads of seed suld, and that the linen trade of Clonakilty
avernged <£1,200 per week. ;

Draixixa.—Imperfect under-draining is very common. The
following may be taken as a good rule :—* 1f water stands on
the surface of a field three Liours after raiv has censed to full,
that field is not sufficiently drained for the cultivation of
grain. .

Fricutesine Foxos—The farmers in some parts of Dove-
gal, suppose that foxes canvot endure the smell of gunpowder.‘
with which they cousequently rub their lambs in order to
secure them from becoming the prey of their valpine enemies ;
and in other districts of the same couuty, the old wowen are:
said to endeavour to propitiate the foxes by expusing sloyes :mg
stockings as preseuts to thew. B e

— -
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¢1VIL INTERESTE—8O0CtIAL IMPROVEMENTS.

CIVIL AND SOCIAL.

PUBLIC DEBTS.

oo
1
x

which was the saving cficcted by the reduction of the intcrest on the
debt. This fund has, however, again and again, been diverted from
its legitimate purpose. Indeed a einking fund forms a convenient
sourcc for the financial minister to draw from in time of emergency ;

1t would be deemed an extreme hardship, if in the common affairs ‘ but there is no rcason to hope that it can ever be made the means of

of life, every man were held responsible for the debts of a prodigal E
father, especially in cases where they had swelled to such an anount, |
os the savings of a whole life would be inadequate to discharge. Nor 1
would he be deemed  kind,a benevolent or a just father, who, through
recklessness or prodigality,
a debt, which

¢oul hope to get ridof. A nation isbuta combination of families, and f competition in the labour market, which

paying off a public debt like that of England.
The effect of a public debt upon the prosperity of a country, is to
trunsfer a farge amount of capital from productive to unproductive

| employment. The taxes necessary to pay the interest press heavily
should entail upon his son the burthen of | on the landlord, the farmer, and the productive class ; and by render-
neither that son nor his progeny for ten generations, ' ing the two former unable to carry out extensive inprovements, create

reduces the wages of those

what they do in their associated capacity, is justly subject to the same | employed, and throws many out of employment altogether.

Jaws, as if coch wmit that goes to form the whole acted in his
$ndividual capacity. There is nothing 1n the simple fact of association
1hat takes away individual responsibility, that changes the law of
benevolence or averts the claims of justice. If it is right that one man
should abstain from contracting debts, which he knows his progeny
for many generations will be unable to discharge, it is right that a
hundred men or a whole nation should observe a similar course. To
the violation of this simple rule, may be traced all the evils growing
out of the public debts, which are now weighiny down the cnergies
and swallowing up the resources of so many countries.

The perpetual funding system, has cnabled England to contract
a debt of some £800,000,000, not one farthing of which would
it have been nccessary 1o entail upon posterity, could the system of
direct taaation have been made to supply estraardinary revgnue m
cases of emergency. And there has scarcely been a period inthe
whole history of the National debt, when an amount egnal to the
present annual mterest—some £30,000,000—would not have been
amply sufficient to carry on the most vigorous war, or for the most
pressing emergency through which the country has passed. But the
govemnment, refusing to try the temper of the people by direct taxa-
tion, resorted to loans,and what it the first instance would have been
sufficient without contracting any debt, the nauon 18 now compelled
to raise annually to pay the interest of the debt, which, through the
means of the funding system, has been created. Dr. Adam Smith
says, that an annual revenue of £10,000,000 would be suffieient to
carry on any war in which the country could engage. Nor is this
estimate proved to be too low by the fact, that the cost of some wars
hes exceeded that sum. It is o necessary result of the funding system,
t0 increase the cost of every successive war, regard being had to the
magnitude of the scale on which it is carried on. The funding
system, that is the system of mortgaging a special portion of the
public taxes for 2 public debt, commenced in the reign of William IIL.
To carry on a war a loan was contracted, and a tax on malt was
mortgaged as security. At first the tax was imposed for a limited
time, which was afterwards prolonged to different periods, and wasat
length made perpetual. New loans created the necessity for new
taxes, and the burthen of the public debt continued 0 increase. The
debt was increased in a variety of ways: sometimesby issuing Fixche-
quer Bills and Navy Bills, which the Bank of England either dis-
counted or agreed for a consideration to circulate. These are only
a species of promissory notes, for whicl: no specific revenue is mort-
gaged. In some cases, direct loans were but a means of anticipating
some particular tax for one year; at the expiration of which time the
tex so mortgaged was applied to the repayment of the loan with
interest. In other cases the tax mortgaged was not more than suf-
ficient to pay the interest, and the loan was not made for a limited
time. Part of the public debt was borrowed upon annuities. The
most ruinous way of increasing the debt appears to have been the
Government borrowing from the Bank of England, in anticipation of
some tax, and paying interest upon itsown money.

Schemes have been formed, and attempts made at various times
to pay off 2 part of the National debt; but they have effected so
little that they must all be pronounced fatlures. At one time, in
seventeen yenrs of profound peace, something more than seven
millions were paid off, but this ratio bears = very great disproportion
to that of the accumulation in times of war.

_The sinking fund—that is, o fand for sinking or paying off the debt

~a25 et Aiferent times been made up from various sources, one of

Canada has already a public debt of about £4,500,000 ; but it has
not been thrown awny upon uscless or unproductive objects: it has
been expended in constructing Public Works, which it is expected
will, in a short time, produce a considerable revenue. The moment
these works produce a sufficient revenue to pay the interest of the cost

i of their construction, the debt will cease to be a burthen to the coun-

try ; but if they do not produce a much larger sum, or if their produce
be devoted t. the ordinury expenses of the state, instead of to the re-
duction of the public debt, the ultimate result will probably be what
the public debts of every one of the old American colonies led to—
public bankroptcy. We have imitated England in establishing a sink-
ing fund ; we have imitated her in misapplying that fund ; and we
have imitated her in mortgaging our revenue for part of our public
debt § for the remainder the Home Government is responsible.

BUILDING SOCIETIES.

The projects known by the above name, are becoming very eom-
mon in all the principal cities and towns of this Provinge. Itis =
question to many, whether they offer any better terms to the borrower
of money than may be had from the ordinary money lenders, evers
with all the difficulties and monopolies that are created by our absurd
Usury Laws. By the way, we hope the new Parliament will not allow
these most foolish and destructive laws to deface the statute book any
longer. s T'he question, after all the bluster that was made about it, was.
completely shirked during the last Session. There is little room to
doubt that the man who borrows money from one of these Building
Societies, at the premiums which their shares ordinarily sell for, viz. :
forty, forty-five and fifty per cent. is paying sufficiently dear for his
whistle. To be sure he has a long time to pay for it. We under-
stand that in some of the Societies in this city, the Conveyancing or
writings necessary to complete the securities, in the case of a single
loan costs ten pounds! This is monstrous, it looks very much as if
they were got up by a few hungry lawyers for the sake of the business,
they would be the means of bringing. ~ As the writer of the following
article observes, “ every thing good is liable to abuse.” We hope, as
there is clearly soundness in the principle, to see 2 Society set on foot
in which the public may have confidence, and yet not be subjected to,
unnecessary charges. The following observations on this subjeet,
from the London (England) Builder are worthy a perusal :—

A most important movement is about being made in building mat.
ters, which it would be well for our readers and a large class of our
fellow-countrymen to look on with a scrutinizing and a calculating eye,
We do not pretend to the gift of prophecy, but we could almost ven-
ture to predict that a mania_is about to set in for building societies ;
and, though it may be urged that «it is an ill wind that blows nobody
good,” and that the good may possibly flow direct into the hands of
the bu:lders, yet we are sure that the patriotism of our class is not ¢
so low an ebb as to wish to reap profit by the loss or the delusions of
any section of their fellow-countrymen. "We have no fear for building
societies rightly constituted ; but we look with suspicion upon -1 those
where trafficking in shares is so much _encouraged, ard where a sort
of «“ Derhy raffle” is set on foot, with its one or two grand prizes and
a hundred blanks; or where the cunning and the scheming make up
“their book,” and fatten upon premiums for preference, which the
sanguine aspirant is induced to give, to secure an early possession of
his freehold. Itisalways thus with every thing good—it is linble 10
abuse, anq will be abused. Against this we wam our countrymen.
Prudence is one of the cardinal virtues; bnt, while we say prudence,
we would not, on the other -hand, run into timidity,—timidity sind
temerity are the wi{ie extremes. Numerous billding sdciéties-aro
now on foot, praceeding upon a principle far advanced from‘the sifple
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usage of the building clubs of our acquaintance of late years,—pro-
cecding, in fact, upon a great, and, we say it seriously, a gran{ prin-
tiple,—2 grand principle, in our estimation, for the good of the com-
monvwealth.

‘We have before us the prospectus of a Freehold Assurance Com-
pany which we shall not trespass upon our readers to reprint entire,
but we cannot refrin from transferring from it to our pages the
Golden Mazim, if we may so call it, which is embraced in the second
paragraph (==

“ One extension of the Life Assurance principle—a most obvio 1sone
—is the securing to the tenant the ultimate frechold of the property
for which for a period of years, or from year to year, he has engaged
to pay an annual consideration ; and thus enabling him to look for- |
ward to the absolute possession of an unburthened property, which he
may bequeath to his children.”

This is it l-—give us the thoroughly equitable principle of a well-cal-
eulated Life Assurance, and we will hazard our liwes for it that the
capitalist who presides over such an Institution, as well as the assurers
who seck its protection, will each reap their rich and well-merited
reward.

Let us state a case. The industrious thriving tenant of a smali
holding, say a house of the value of £300, for which he pays a rent
of £20 to £25, is desironsof retaining the spot and tenement in which
he is sowing the seeds of a permanent connexion— his landlord values
the frechold at less to his mind than the £300 in posscssion—and is
willing to part with it to his tenant for the sum stated. The Mutual
Assurance Society will, for the annual payment of £22 10s. per an-
num, on a lif> of thirty, become the mortgagees of the property, so that
the freehold rests at once in the insurer, and reverts to his family clear
of al. incumbrance at his death. We can imagine nothing more at-
tractive to the man of thrift and foresight, or any thing calculated to
enlist the sympathies and interest of his family, or to stimulate to
greater exertion. . .

It has been well said by a friend to thisplan—that the best.iiterests
of “OLp Encranp” are enlisted in it. Small freeholds are the main-
stay of England’s greatness—and by a plan like this you encourage to
such a state of things—you once more make it the pride and the
privilege of an Englishman to possess and be prepared to defend his
hearth and his home.

Be it understood, that the plan is applicable alike to frechold plots,
small farms, and to houses and tenements. We have a captivating
plan in our view, but we must not, while we comment on bona fide
propositions, intimate any schemes of our own. There is, however,
and in due time we have to propound it, something, based on the
principle of the mauter we have pointed out, forcibly attractive to
every aspirant to the possession of the beau-ideal of an Englishman’s
home, be his station never so humble or lowly.— Builder, (London.)

LITERATURIE.

“ SEEM NOT—BE.” (Tycho Brahe's Motto.)

BY W. D. BENNETT.

Qur on secming! shall life ever
Garb itself in hollow shows,
But a stagnant pool, plague spreading,
O’er which green but thinly grows—
But a jungle through whose verdure
Glide all shapes most foul to see 71—
Off with empty shows of virtue!
Off with semblance! seeyM N.1—52.

Out on all this hollow mouthing—
Timed devotion—fashioned prayer?

‘Where, while breath’s zlone adoring,
Sleeps the soul and takes no care!

Where, through easeful self-delightment,
Six times runs the flood of day,.

And the seventh's feigned sbasement
Life’s great debt is held to pay.

Out on all these masques of goodness
This our life doth vaunting wear,
Through whose eyes the subtle evil,
And sloth’s sleepy eyeballs glare!
Not of forms of breath-devotion—
For the shows of good ye see,
‘Was life given, but for true working ;
Scorn thou semblance ; SEEX No1—BR.

~=Lendon Inguirer.

A LEGEND OF 1745.

Hhe following story is ga:hered?rom an i@ger&ﬁng narrative pub-
lished by Miss Porter many years ago. The incidents, to which we
Bave confined ourselves, wexe told her by-a:lady of rank, who assured

X

1
I her that cvery circumstance was atrictly true, and well known to a
i member of hier own family.

i The scene of this remarkable adventure wasa castle in Argyleshire,
 now in rutns, but at that tine {the year 1711-5; inhabited by a Scotch
Lurd and his gister. T'hus gendeman, on the death of his elder brother,
had recenly rctired from foreign service, and returned to Scotland,
bringing wihi him his younger «i-ter, who had been educated in France.
For some months therr tme passed pleasantly in scenes and habits of
life new to both of them : but after this the young lady observed with
concern that her brother's spirits became depressed, and that his
natura} cheerfulness was changing into an expression of habitual gloom
and melancholy. Herself of a remarkably timid, gentle character, she
had no power to contend against his growing depression, an |l her
gpirits sank with his, ull at length, to relieve her own troubled and
ancxious fears, as well as in the hope that another might have more
skill to chase away her brether's gloom than she had found herself to
possess, she persuaded him, swith some difticulty, to allow her to invite
a friend to pass some months with her.  This young lady, somewhat
older than herself, and free to act according to her own wishes, in pity
for her poor friend’s loneliness and evident aniiety of mind, consented
to comply with her entreaties, and shortly after arrive ! on her pro-
mised visit. There was a great contrast in the character of the two
friends ; Miss Mackay, which is the name of our heroine, possessing in
a remarkable degree the courage, energy, and strong understanding,
which her young hostess wanted, but the want of which, in her case,
was atoned for by great kindness of heart, and a most eweet and
affectionate temper.

She was not long in confiding to her friend the change in her bro-
ther which had caused her so much uncasiness; and Miss Macay’s
keen observations very soon led her to suspect that his evident de-
pression was owing to some painful or dangerous secret which
weighed heavily on his mind. Acting on this conviction, she endea-
vourtd, by every kind and uncbtrusive attention, to win his esteem
'm\d confidence ; the only means by which she could hope to be of
-real gervice. During her stay at the castle, many accidental circum-
stances occurred to bring out her extraordinary qualities. On ono
occasion especially, when the house where they happened to be visit-
ing took fire, the Laird could not but be struck by her courage, and
extraordinary presence of mind.  This led him voluntarily to seek her
society, instead of giving way to the habits of lonely musing which
had Jately grown uponhin ; so that his sister, rejoicing in this change,
and attributing it only to one cause, began to form high hopes that the
friend she loved best in the world might one day become her sister.
Miss Mackay, however, understood his manner better,and being very
sure that admiration, in the vrdinary acceptation of the word, had no
part in his feeling towards heggelf, she was at liberty to pursue her
plan ef kindness towards him.

Has sister’s timidity and delicate health did not allow her to venture
on horseback ; but Miss Mackay was glad to be able to explore, under
his escort, the neighboring country, and thus she had fresh opportuni-
ties for observing his deportment. Among the possible causes for his
depression, she began to suppose him the victim of second-sight, (a
belief still prevalent in Scotland,) an opinion which was one day much
strengthened, when, on reaching a height which commanded a view
of the sea, she heard him exclaim to himself, «“1 see, I see the bloody
issue !” )

At these words, Miss Mackay boldly stepped forwnrd,anﬁ,allowing
the nature of her suspicions to_transpire, entreated him, if he could
trust in her kindness and regard, and she could in any way relieve or
assist him, to say what it was that weighed so heavily on his n.nnd‘;
adding, that though she could not claim a ‘sister’s rights, yet, in hia
case, a sister’s very anxiety and affection might prevent her being an
equally safe confidant.

Thus vrged, he owned that he had a secret, though not of the nature
she had hinted at, nor his alone ; that it was one fraught wnh. dxﬁj-
culty und danger, yet in which she might Le of the greatest service, if,
as he beiieved, she had courage for the part that might be assnfned to
her, and was willing to incur the risk to which she would render her-
self liable. He then asked, if she was willing to hear this secret, un«
der the solern promise never to reveal it to any one.

She answered, * If your secret contains nothing against the com-
mandment of God, and the well-being of my country, I am here ready
to hear it, keep it, swear to it,” 3 . . .

He assured her that there was nothing in it which, as 2 religious
Scotchwoman, she might not lend her hand and heart to; but that he
| must not tell it then ; adding, with solemnity, that there was but one
place, and one hour, in which he should feel it safe to reveal it—that
hour was twelve o’clock of the same night, and the place of meeting
the smaller door of the last quadrangle of the castle, whence he would
conduct her to the spot where the secret was to be told.

Having full reason to trust his assurances, she promised to obey
these directions, though not without some apprehensions as the time
appointed drew near. She succeeded, however, in concealing tellloee
feelings from her young friend. The day passed as uvsual; and, as
the clock struck ten, they separated for the night. Resolving not to
alarm herself unnecessarily, by dwelling oa the singular interview
which was before her, Miss Mackay sat down to read till it waa time

ing herself in her plaitl, she- knelt

to leave her yoom. Then, wrapp
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down for n fewr moments ta ask n blessing on her enterprise ; as the
clock «truch tvelve she opened her door, and hghtly desrenamg the
~taurs, and threading te suazes of a long and mtneate passage, she
let herse If out by a back door mio one of the open comts. From
theace she made her way throngh other decerted passages, aud roof-
less portions of tie butlding, ull the entered the most distant quadran-
gle, where #tood the great tower. By the light of a small lantein,
‘which ¢he kept carcfully tarned - an opposite direction from the in-
Labited part of the castle, <he saw the Laird was waiting for her at
the appointed spot.  In aience he bowed his head as she came up to
him, and, leading the way, proceeded to a door at the foot of the
tower. ‘This he opened with a small key, and having entered at the
bottom of u spral staircase, locked the door, and mming.to her,asked,
in a low wvoice, if, mn apite of such almost awful precautions, she sull
adhered to her first resolution,—entreating her, if <he felt any fear,
to return at once. The hour, aud the strange mystery, for a moment
daunted her spirits 3 bat, summoning Ler courage, she answered
boldly, that she would zzo through with what she had undertaken.

From the first landing-place, they turned into a long suite of apart-
mients, which occupied the whole of that side of the building. They
were large and deserted.  In some the windows were entirely shaken
out, in others they were loose and shaking. In thelast chamber,
which was smaller than the preceeding ones, and the windows of
which were better sccured, the Laird stopped, locked the door, and
warning his companion to remewber ail he did, pressed his foot u' on
the spring of a trap-doot, which immediately started up. 1le then
guided acr down a stesp flight of steps into a vault, evidently running
far under the castle. Here he paused, and pointing to a large iron
chest, begged his companion to rest upon it, wiile he should explain
all she had eeen, and uy to eccure her aid in a good cause.

He then told her of the projected invasion of Scotland by him whom
she had been taught to consider the son of her rightful king, and that
he was shortly expected to head, in person, such an army as his
friends might privately collect. “The Luird had been presented to the
Prince abroad, and had there entered mto hus cause with enthusinsm.
He had come to Scotland full of hope ; but, in the progress of- his
negociations with the different noblemen and gentlemen who were
to tnke part in the enterprise, he had found so much lukewarmness,
rashness, and folly, in those concerned, that all his bright expectations
faded, and he was full of despair for the issue. It was this that had
so clouded his spirits ; his faculties had become bewildered, as he
looked forward to the future ; he foresaw a fatal end to the enterprise
ore it began; and, conscious that his castle contained documents of
vital nuportance to many, he was tormented with apprehensions for
others, which he disregurded for imself. In the iron chest on which
Miss Muckay sat, ‘were deposited many decds and bonds from the
great exile, to different noblemen and gentlemen, acknowledging lonans
of money, and pledging h'pnse]f to reward present services by futare
grants. ‘T'hese documents, if discovered, together with a correct hst
of all the persons contributing to the same, either by gold or men,
might prove the ruin of some of the best and bravest men in Scotland.

‘The Laird knew that, cither just before or immediately upon his
royal master’s landing, he would be summoned to report certain
needful details; aud bhe feared leaving the high trusts committed to
him behind in the castle, within the very grasp of Argyle, without also
leaving some one empowered to destroy them in his absence, should
any misfortune render such @ measure necessary. As Miss Mackay’s
character had opencd upon him, he had been struck with the thought,
that Providence had in her provided him with the very person he
needed. Time and further observation only strengthened thisopinion;
when, just at this point, and while still in doubt, a summons had
arrived, commanding him to repair to another staunch friend of the
Stuarts, where Charles Edward’s most confidential agent was expected
from France. It was at this eventful moment that Miss Mackay had
opened the way to confidence, and he was now in consequence dis-
closing to her all that had weighed so long on his mind, and asking
her co-operation.

His auditor listened to all he had to tell with the decpest interest.
for she had ever been taught to consider Charles Edward her rightful
prince, and the thought of being in any way able to devote herself to
h!ins sﬁrvice brought the firc to her eye, and the warm blood into her
cheek.

When the Laird, in conclusion, asked, whether she would take
upon her the charge of what he must leave behind, or, refusing that,
aimply give him her oath never to divulge what she knew, she readily
promised to de all he had asked, and, kneeling down, took an oath
to this effect on the litl~ pocket Bible the Laird had brought with
him. He then opened the iron chest, and displayed its contents.
There were, besides the parchments he had mentione !, several
leathern bags, which he told her eontained money and jewels, contri-
buted by faithful Scotcbmen to the cause. He then begged her to
listen carcfully to the instructions he would give her. He was going
instantly to join the Prince’s party in Inverness, and, when gold was
needed, would send a messenger she might entirely trust, to whom
she must deliver it under the shadow of night. The arrival of such a
messenger would be notified to her by the figure of a cross being cut
on the trunk of a great ash tree which grew opposite her chamber-
window; and a certain wureber of very small crosses cut under the

large one would notify the number of bags she should give him. If,
instead of monev, the messenger should have to annonnce defeat and
(nster, a tieure of an axe shoald be marked on the tree instead of a
cross; m which case hes basiness would be to (l(-flrny every written
paper or parchment in the cheat.  After that, he bid her use her own
diseretion whether to remain n the castic or depart; ho himself by
that tinte would probably be lying a corpze ou the field of battle.  In
conclusion, he assured her, that he did not believe himself to be bring-
iz her into real danger by the commission he now gave her, adding
further directions, that on seeing the given sign on the tree, she was
to repair at night to the same spot where he had met her, g0 down
to the vault, bring up the bags, and, before opening the door into the
anadrangle {of which the messeriger would have no key) one was to
give the pass-word, “ Bruce,” to which the other would answer,
« Charles I'dward.”  She then might open the door and deliver the
bagsa mto his hands ; the messenger would give a voucher in return,
which she must go back to deposit in the iron chest, and her duty
wonld be over.

If, however, the secret announcement were disaster, she might burn
the documents, one by one, at the candle in her lantern.  * Mark,”
he said, in conclusion, “ mark, T pray you, all the peculiarities of the
places you will have to pass through, so that nothing may embairass
you, should accident extingaish your light. Above all things, remem-
ber to leave the trap-door well settled on its supports, as it opens only
from the outside. For Heaven’s sake, be careful to observe this.”

After some further discourse, as to what would be best to do for his
sister in case of his death, they found it time to return. Miss Mackay
most carefully noted all his movements; learnt the sceret of the
spring which opened the trap-door, and passing with her guide
through the solitary chambers, found herself again in the court of the
quadrangle. Here she received from him the key of the tower-door,
and the more important one belonging to the chest ; and they then
took a solemn farewell of cach other, as he was to 'eave carly next

[ day. .

More than a fortnight paszed hefore Miss Mackay was ealled upon
to execute any part of her cominission. At length, one morning, on
going to her window, which she now always id on first rising, she
observed a cross marked on the ash-tree, and two smaller ones cut
below it. She could not help feeling some apprehension, as she
thought of the task that lay before her. The remembrence of the
large deserted chambers of the gloomy vault, to be descended at mid-
night, now and then appalied her; but she concealed all appearance
of anxiety, and passed che day us cheerfully as usual.

Half an hour before midnight, when every one was asleep, she
lighted her lantern, and wrapping hersclf from head to foot in her
plaid, issued from the dwelling-house into the first court. ‘The moon
shone brightly, and every thing was so cahn, that her confidence
returned.  Encouraging herself by thoughts of prayer, shc reached
the door of the tower, and there a faint sound made her turn towards
the place whenee it proceeded. A gentleman m a highland dress
instantly stepped forward into the moonlight, from the archway where
he had been standing, and, with an inclination of respeet, whispered
the word “ Biuce.” In the same tone, she answered, ¢ Charles Ed-
ward,” and hurrying into the tower, locked herself within it.

She had remembered every direction, so that she found no difficulty
in reaching the vault. The bags were so heavy, that she found it
necessary to carry each separately to the foot of the tower stairs. She
then opened the door, and, without either uttering a word, the bags
of gold were exchanged for the reccipt ; and, once again locking her-
self in, she returned to the vault, and from thence, when her task was
done, returned to her own room. The whole had been accomplished
so casily, that, after this, she felt no alarm or anxiety on her own
account for any future errand of the same kind with which she might
be entrusted.

The Laird’s absence, meanwhile, crept on from week to week ;
neither by public report nor private information did any news of
Charles Edward’s landing reach her ; and her zeal for his cause kept
her in constant nervous watchfulness. Winter was now far advanced :
her young friend, anxious about her brother, whese absence was un-
accountable to her, and alarmed, too, at living without his protection
in that lonely place, at such a season, claimed more and more of her
care. Some kind friends from a distance would, every now and then,
leave their homes, and spend a day or two with their timid young
friend ; but these meetings ofien more than failed in their object, from
the ill-chosen nature of their topics for conversation. With long fire-
side evenings came stories of murder and witcheraft, of ghosts and
apparitions, all of which had a peculiar fascination for the poor young
lady at the time, though they left her less fit than ever to sustain
cheerfuloess under adverse circumstances. Even Miss Mackay’s
stronger mind was not proof against the effect of these gloomy histo~
ries ; and, after an evening thus spent, she did not feel her neryes ip
the fittest state for exccuting the coramission she had received that
morning, by the given sign on the ash-tree. She remembered, too,
that the deserted chambers she hpd tp pass through were reported to
be haunted. She would not, however, suffer such imaginations to
hinder her in the performance of her duty; and, at the appointed
hour, she set out on her errand. . )

.~ [Tobe continued] .
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fiegal Querices.

The question put by the foliowing correspondent is not a difficult
ohe, but at the same time it may frequently arise in consequence of
the rapid improvements and almost daily changes that are'taking
place in the country. We give the query in the writer’s own language,
omitting the names. Our answer is appended.

To the Editors of the Agriculturist.

A——n, 2lst January, 1843,

Gaxrrrexen,—Undersianding that you proposed answering legal
queries, ox application by your subscribers, I, as one, brg to submit
the following for your consideration, and for the information of inyself
and one or two other subscribers in this vicnity.

Thnis village was, until about two years since, named A——e, and
I believe all deeds of land recorded or registered up to that period
were entered as in A——e. I know not the particular reasons which
induced some of the inhabitanis to desire a change in the name of
the place ; but, as I am informed, a general meeting took place ahout
the time named above, having for itsobject the alteration of its nume.
The decision of the majority was that it should be called A—p, by
which name I belicve it is better known than by the first. The
principal if not the only opposers to the proposition were three fami
lies of the name of A-—e, who were some of the very earliest
settlers here, and tfrom whom the village was originally named. What
I want to know is this. Whether, in the event of my wishing to
purchase a village lot, or other land, here, it would be material or
smmaterial as to the name of this village (which of the two) men-
tioned in the deed. Whether in the eye of the law it would be valid
in either name? Your answer will confer a favor on

Gentlemeh,
Yours, most respectfully, J

All the law requires in the description of land, or other thing con-"

veyed by deed, is sufficient certainty. There is no set form of words
(for from the very nature of the case that would be impossible) by
which a piece of [and shall be described, either as to place, township,
er village, or as to metes and bounds. Even if the township were
stated 1o be a different one from what it really wasn; yet, if from the
remainder of the description the true place could be ascertained with
certainty, the statement of the wrong township would be rejected as
surplusage, and the deed held valid for the purpose intended. In
the case mentioned above, there can be no difficulty in inserting the

name by which the place is now known. If we were drawing a deed-

we vhould, to avoid all mistake, use this expression, “situate, lying
and being, in the village of A~——n (lormerly called A——e),” &ec.

J. 'T7S. Asyoudid not request an answer to your guery imme-
diately, and as we have had an unusual amount of business to attend
to in making the new arrangements, &c. &., we had nearly forgotten
that there were one or two legal questions from subscribers unan-
swered. In making the proposal to answer such questions, we only
intended, end if we recollect right we so stated it, to give information
on those points that were simple and uncomplicated, but which still
might be very puzzling to persons who had no acquaintance with the
law. It would be impossible to explain, through the medium of a
newspaper, the law as applicable to a variety of facts, unless the
whole case were stated by a lawyer. The omission of one cir~
cumstanee, which only a lawyer would suppose important, might
render all we said totally inapplicable, and thus parties would be
misled. Your case is just one of this kind. If the purchaser had
notiee of the incumbrance, he would not be entitled to exercise the
right of rescinding the bargain ; nor do we think could he compel the
vendor fo.covenant for * quict enjoyment” against any body’s acts
but his own. The doctrine cf notice is a very nice one. Forin-
stance, if .the attorney or agent who drew the writings acted as
attorney or agent for otk parties, and he had notice of the incum-
brance, the purchaser would be held constructively to have had notice
also, though in fact he might be totally ignorant of it. Agair f the
previous tifles had never been registered, the same rule would not
apply s if they had been. Therefore that fact should be known. ¥
they” (defects in the estate or in the title) says Sir E. Sugden,* were
patent (not latent) and could be discovered by a vigilant man, no
relief will be granted against the yendor.” Al the facts of the case
mentioned should be laid before a lawyer. So far as we can judge
from the statement made, we should say thatif the vendor or seller
offers 3 devd with the ususl covenaats, the purchaser must thke it;

[ —

and if the claim i= made by the women, the purchaser wil have an
action upon the covenants 1 sueh deed, and will recover Af the party
he worth 1) the anthunt of damage he sustmuns on account of such
claim. The deed may be m the ordinary form: and to exunguish
the clain, a simple release to the purchaser, if he be in poseession,
will answer.

. W. A. 8. You may of course detain the waggon till your claim
i settled, but not =ell it.

__BDITORS JABLE,

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

P. N. T., Bridgport. Received papers sent.

S. G., North Augusta. Received.

J. R. L., Leeds. Reccived.

Darlington Agr. Society. Check received.  Papers were addressed.

W. H., Mosa. Received. We have sent No. 19, but fear No. 15
is not to be found ; if we meet with one among our loose papers
we will drop it in the Post for you.

0. H. L., Pelham. Received.

M. H. H,, Jordan. Reccived.

D. McM., Grenville. Received. Order attended to.

J. D., Delaware. Papers sent.

J. D., Sparta.  As we have appointed a travelling agent for your
district, we leave the business in his hands.

P. B. E., Berhn. It will be time for you to speak in the tone you do
when we have got the money. We have explained the cause of
the delay, and we apprehend reasonable people will be satisfied.

W. R, Elora. Some of your hints are to the point, but we must be
allowed to judge what adapts our paper to general circulation.

G. B.T., Tillsonburgh. Received.

G. 8., Norwich. Papers sent.

Hrybrotatiuc Instrrurion.—We direct the attention of our renders
to the advertisement of Dr. Hunter, who has cstablished an institution
of the above character in the pleasant village of Reesorville, in the
township of Markham. There is certainly something worthy of
serious attention in the modern system of applying cold water to the
cure of disease. At first sight it may appear to be only one of the
many modern humbugs ; but when we look at the results, unmistak-
able and convincing as many of them are, we will be apt to change
our opinion. We understand Dr. H. has been eminently successful in
using the cold water treatment iri cases of emigrant or typhus fever
in this city. We intend ecxamining the principles upon which this
new practice (though in fact it is not new) professes to be based, and
shall give the results of our investigations in a future number.

Ocvr First Nuvper.—We have been annoyed and vexed beyond
endurance at the appearance of the first number of the Agriculiurist.
We found that we would have great difficulty in getiing a suitable
quality of paper in time, and were obliged to contract for a supply
from Mr. Eastwood’s Mill, where we understood there was a suffi-
cient quantity much-thicker and better than specimens that were
shown to us. Although aware that it would not be go smooth as we
desired, yet we supposed the sheets would, at least, be uniform.
What was our surprise to find, when it was in the hands of the
printer, that while some sheets were too heavy, others were hike tis-
sue paper! Then to make the matter still worse, the press being out
of order, and worked by incompeteat hands, the printing was wretch~-
edly done. We scolded and stormed, but siill we have no doubt
that many nambers sent off are nearly unreadable. Tn the pregent,
we have effrcted some improvement, but we are driven lo.the c:mcln-
sion, that we shall never get the work printed to our mind, till we
procure an office of our own.

To ccr PRESENT SuUBSCR.BERS.~—AS we were unable to publish this
number on the 15th of Junnary, (the proper day), because the first
number was not published till then, we shall issue on the proper 'dt}ys.
hereafter, and make up the twenty-four numbers in the year, by giving
an extra, probably at the time of the Provincial Exhibition. This we-
think will be more satisfactory to our readers generslly, than to
derange the periods of publication by an attempt to catch up now.—-
Our edition is so large that it takes nearly fwo weeks to print it.

Traverring AGents.—We have now employed Travelling Agenta-
for the following Districts in Upper Canada, who are authorized to
canvass for this paper, and transact all business connected with it for:
their several Districts:— . -

Home District, O. Foster, Charles Palmer and John Clodson, (he:-
tween them) ; Simcoe, H. Turner; Gore, N. M. Harris and W. A.-
Stephens ; Niagarae, J. Willson ; London, N. M. Harris ; Wellington,-
W. A. Stephens; Victoria, L. Crosby ; Midland, R. Campbeli;:
Prince Edward, N. M. Conger; Eastern, W. S. Rose. -

As soon as we can find suitable persons, we shall ocenpy theyes-
maiuingl)istﬁccs." « N Y
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MY RUSSET GOWN.
BY JANE.
My russet gown 1s dear to me,
Though years have passed awsy
Since my young heart beat Joyously
Beneath its folds of grey ;

No jewels hung around my neek,
Or ghuerd in my hair,

With hightsome step I tripp'd along,
My smnt knew no care;

The roses near my window crept,
And shed thei~ sweets around ;
Hard was the bed on which I slept,

But yet my sleep was sound.

My russet gown I laid aside,
For one of rich brocade ;

1 thought, in my simplicity,
1ts charms could never fade :

1 left the cot where I had pass’d
My happy childhood years,

1 left my aged father sad,
My mother was in tears;

1 left them for a wealthy home,
To be a rich man’s bride,

And thought that splendour would atone
For loss of all beside.

My russet gown, when next I gazed
Upon its sombie hue,

It brought a lesson to my heart
As sad as it was true ;

Its simple meckness seemed to mock
My silks and jewels gay,

And bore my wandering thoughts to those
Dear fricnds so far away.

I felt how fleeting were the joys
‘That wealth alone can buy,

And for my humble cottage home
My bosom heav'd a sigh.

My russet grown I still have kept
To check my growing pride,

A true, though silent monitor,
My foliy to deride.

And when I met with faithless frien's
Among the giddy throng,

‘Whom vice and pleasure in their train
Drag heedlessly along,

I feel how gladly I would give
My coach and bed of down,

Once more in sweet content to live,
And wear my russet gown.

e

THE LEFT EYE.

£ CALWUC TALE—FROM THE RUSSIAX.

A rich old man who resided at the extremity of the camp, quite
epart from the rest, had three daughters, the youngest of whem,
named Kookju, was as much distinguished for her Leauty, aa for her
extraordinary wisdom.

One moming as he wasabout driving his cattle for sale to the Chan’s
market-place, he begged his daughters to tell him what prescnt they
wished him to bring to them on hisreturn.  The two eldest asked him
for trinkeis ; but the handsome and wise Kookju, said that she wanted
Ao present, bu. that she had a request to make which it would be dif-
ficult and even dangerous for him to execute.  Upon which the father,
wpo foved her more than the two others, swore that he would do her
wish, though it were at the price of his life. “If it be so,” replied
Kookju, ** Ibeg you do as follows *—sellall your cattle except the short-
tailed ox, and ask no other price for it except the Chan’s left eye™
The old man wasstartled ; however, remembering his oath, confiding
in his daughter’s wisdom, he resolved to do as she bade him.

After having sold all his cattle, and being asked the price of the short-
teiled ox he said that he would sell it forg nothing elge but the Chan's
left eye. ~ The report of his singular and daring request soon reached
the ears of the Chan’s courtiers At first they admonished him not to
wae such an offensive speech against the sovereign ; but when they
{om{d that he persevered in his strange demand, they bound him and
carricdbim before the Chan  The old man threw himself at the prince's
fe.ct, and confessed that his demand had been made by the request of
hisdaughter, of whose motives he was perfectly ignorant ; and the Chan,
Suapocting that some secret must bo hidden under this extrrordinary

request, dismiased the old man under the condition that he would
bring him the daughier who had made it.

Konkju appeared, and the Chan asked : Y

« Why didst thou instruct thy fother to demand my left eye?

« Because I expected, my Prince, that after so strange a request,
curiomty would urge thee to send for me. I wish to tell thee a truth
important to thyself anJ thy people.”

« Name it!”
« Prince.” replied Kookju, “when two persons appear before thee

in a cause, the wealthy and noble generally stand on thy right hand,
wlalst the poor and humble stand on thy left. I have heard in my
solitude that thou most frequentiy favorest the noble and rich. This
is the reason why I persuaded my father to ask for thy Left Eye; it
being of no use to thee, since thou never seest the poor and unpro-
tected.” :

The Chan, incensed and surprised at the daring of this maiden,
commanded his court to try her. The court was opened, and the
President, who was the eldest Lama, proposed that they should try
whether her strange proceeding was the effect of malice or of wisdom.

Their first step was to send to Kookju a log of wood, cut even on
all sides, ordering her to find out which was the root and which the
tup ;—Kookju threw it into the water, and soon knew the answer, on
seeing the root si.king, whi'st the top rose to the surface.

From this trial the cowrt was convinced that Kookju had not offsn-
ded the Chan from motives of malice, but the inspiration of wisdom
granted her from above. But not so the Chan: his vanity was hurt ;
and he resolved to puzzle her with questions, in orde. to prove that
she was not wise. He therefore ordered her before him, and asked:

“ On sending a number of maidens into the wood to gather apples,
which of them will bring home most 7

« She,” repiied Kookju, « who, instead of climbing up the trees, re-
mains below and picks up those which have fallen off from maturity
or the sinking of the branches.

The Chan then led her to a fen, and asked her which would be the
readiest way to get over it—and Kookju said, “to cross it would be
the farthest, going round nearest.” The Chan felt vexed at the
readiness and propriety of her replies; and after having reflected for
some time, he again inquired :

« Which is the safest means of becoming known to many 1"

By assisting many that are unknowr..”

« Which is the surest means of always leading a virtuous life?”

«To begin every moming with prayer, and conclude every evening
with & good action.”

“ Who is truly wise 7”

« He who does not believe himselfso.”

« Which are the requisites of a good wife1”

¢ She should be beautiful as a pea hen, gentle as a lamb, prudent as
a mouse, just as a faithful mirror, pure as the scale of a fish ; she must
mourn for her deceased husband like a she camel, and live in her
widowhood like a bird which has lost its wings.”

The Chan was astonished at the wisdon: of Kookju ; yet, enraged
at her having reproached him with injustice, he still wished to destroy
her. '

After & few days he thought he had found means for attaining his
object. He sent for her and asked her to determine the true worth of
all his treasures after which he promised to absolve her from malice in
questioning his justice, and to admit that she intended, as a wise
woman, merely to warn him.

The maiden consented, yet under the condition that the Chan
would promise her implicit obedience to her commands for four days,
She requested that he would eat no food during that time. On the
last day, she placed a dish of meat before him, and said, * Confess,
oh, Chan ! that 2ll thy treasures are not worth as much as this joint
of meat!” The Chan was so struck with the truth of her remark, that
he confessed the truth of it, acknowledged her as wise, married her to
}Es son, and permitted her constantly to remind him to use his Left

ye.

~—m e

TO WIVES.

The first inquiry of & woman after marriage, should be, “ How
shall { continue the love I have inspired? Hosw shall I preserve the-
heart I have won?”

1. Endeavour to make your husband’s habitation alluring and
delightful to him. Let 1t be to him a sanctuary to which his heart
may always torn from the calamaties of iife. Make it a repose from
his cares, a shelter from the world,.a home, not for his person only,
but for kis heart. He may mect with pleasure in other houses, but
let him find pleasure in lns own.  Should he be dejected, sooth hum ;
should he be slent and thoughtiul, do not heedlesely disturb him ;-
should he be studious, favor him with all practicable facihties; or
should he be peevish, make allowaace for numan nature, and by your-
gentleness, sweetness, and good humor, urge him conunually 1o think,
thongh he may not say it, “this woman is indeed a comfort to me; T
cannot but requite such gentleness and affecuon as they-deserve.”

2. Invariably adorn yourself with delicacy and modesty. These 201
a meon of refinement are attractions the most. highly captirating ;

.While theis opposite nover fails 1o inspirs disgust. Lot the delicae
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and me ¢n, F the bride be always, in a great degree, supported by
the wife.

3. If it be possible, let your husband suppose you think him a good
Rusband, and it will be a strong stimulus to his being so.  As long as
he thinks he possesses the reputation, he will take some pains to
degerve it ; but when he has once lost the name, he will be apt to
abandon the rezlity.

4. Cultivate and exhibit with the greatest care and constancy,
cheerfulness and good humor. They give beauty to the finest face ;
and impart charms where charms are not. On the contrary, a glodmy,
digsatisfied manner, is chilling and repulsive to his feelings; he will be
very npt to scek elsewhere for those smiles and that cheerfulness
which he finds not in his own house.

5. In the article of dress, study your husband’s taste. The opinion
of others on this subjeet, is of very little consequence, if he approve.

6. Particularly shun what the world calls in ridicule, “curtain lec-
tures.” When you shiit your door at night, endeavor to shut out at
that moment all discord and contention, and look upon your chamber
as a retreat from the vexations of the world, a shelter sacred 10 peace
and affection.

How indecorous, offensive, and sinful is it for a woman to exercise
authority over her husband, 2nd to eay, I will have it so. It shall
be as I like! Bu: I trust the number of those who adopt this unbe-
coming and disgraceful manner, is so small as to render it unneces-
sary to enl.rge on the subject.

7. Be careful never to join in a jest and laugh against your hvs-
band. Conces: his faults, and speak only of his merits. Shun every
approach to extravagance. The want of economy has involved mil-
lions in misery. Be ncat, tidy, orderly, and methodical. Riseearly,
breakfast early, have a place for everyshing, and everything in its

lace. -
F 8. Few things please a man more than sceing his wife notable and
clever in the management of her household. A knowledge of cook-
ery, as well as every other branch in housekeeping, is indispensible in
a female, and a wife should always endeavor to support with applause
the character of the lady and the housewife. .

9. Let home be your empire—yoor world. Let it be the stage on
which, in the varied characters of wife, of mother and of mistress,you
strive to shine. 1In its sober, quiet scenes, let your heart cast its an-
chor, let your feelings all be centred. Leave to yourhusband the task
of distinguishing himse.f by his valour or his talents. Do you seck
for fame at home, and let your applause be that of your scrvants, your
children, your husband, your God.— Ezchange pyper.

SCIENTE AND MECHANICS.

Improvep Heisting ArparaTus.—There has seldom been intro-
duced in this city a more important, practicel, and perfect invention
than that of an improved hoisting machine, invented by Messrs. G.
Hecker and H. Waterman, of this city, and put in operation at the
new Flouring Mill, No. 201 Cherry-street. Having been required to
prepare the drawirgs and modei of this invention, preparatory to an
application for a patent, we have thoroughly examined it¢ construc-
tion and operation, but would not attempt a specific description with-
out the aid of an engraving, (which we may procure for another
number) ; but we would say, in general terms, that the windlass-shaft,
round which the hoisting rope is coiled, is connected by geer wheels
to a shaft, which is occasivnally connected, by a friction clutch, to
another shaft, which is kept in motion by steam power. The clutch-
wheel is ordinarily held fast by a brake, witha weight attached to the
end of a lever, therewith connected. The clatch is applied by means
of & lever, which, from a falerum hinge at oae end, passes over the
end of the pivot of the cluich shaft. A small chain is connected to
the moving end of this clutch lever, and passing over the end of the
brake lever, to which it is also connected, and over one or rmare con-
duciing blocks of rollers, descends down the hoist way to the ground
below, passing, in its course, through a hoisting cur, the floor of which
is six f2et square, and the frame thereof seven feet high. Within this
ear, the chain passes between two pulleys, which are mounted on a
lever, znd between which is a fulcrum pivot,so that by depressing the
lever, the chain is contracted. 'When the car is loaded, an attendant
standing thercon, presses down this hand lever, whereby the brake
lever is raised, and the clutch lever brought forward to conncct the
clutch and put the wheels in motion, which rapidly eievates the car,
with its cargo and passengers.
descend, he has only to depress the hand lever gently, sufficient to ge-
Heve the wheels from the brake withuut connecting the clatch, and
the car descends gently and steadily by its own weight. Thas, by
the one simple motign of the iever, the car is made to asceid and
descend 4t the option of the manager thereof.  We shall have some-
thing to say in & futare number, on the subject of ather machinery of
the same establishment—Scicatific Mechanic.

SvyrazarTic Ings For SeoRer CORRESPONDENCE—Process 1.—-

Dissolve muriate of ammonia in water, and write: the writing will be
invisible. 'When you would make the writing appear, heat the paper

by the fire, and the writing will become .y 1ck.

Bat when the aiendant chooses to

Process 2.—Write with a solution of sulphate of iron—the writing
will be invisible.  Dip a feather in an fusion of nut-galls, and with
it wet the paper, and the writing will become blacz.

Process 3.—Write with a dilute infusion of walls ; it will be invisi-
ble. Dip a feather in a solation of sulphate of 1ron, and moisten the
paper witli it, and the writing will become biack.

Process 4 —Write with a solution of sub-carbonate of potass ; wet
this writing with a solution of sulphate of iron ; it will take a deep
yellow color.

Lrocess 5.—Write with a solution of sulphate of eopper ; no writ-
ing will be visible. Wash the paper with a so'ution of prussiate of
potass; the writing will then assume a redish brown color.

Pracess 6.—Write with a solution of super-carbonate of zoda;
moisten the paper with a solution of sulphate of copper, and the writ-
ing will become green.

Process T.—Write with a diluted nitrate of silver, and let the writs
ng dry in the dark; i. will be invisible ; bat expose the paper to the
rays of the sun, and the writing wili beceme black.

Usnsarray ExprovMent.—Itis stated that amoagall the unhealthy
trades, that of knife and sword grinding is the most mortal. In sword
manufactories of France scarcely any of the grinders attained the age
of 45, the mnjority dying before they reach 40. This is accounted
for by the fact that they are constantly bent ever the giindstone, which,
if wet, saturates their clothes with showers of sanily mud and water.
and which being constantly undergoing evaporation from the heat of
the roons, keeps them in atmosphe e of silicous powder, which fliex
off the stone, either in the process of grinding, or in turning down the
surface of those which have been worn uncvenly ; and it is 2 question
whether deleterious gases are not generated during the operation of
rapid grinding. The effects, at all events, are that all the men are
afflicted with diseases of the larynx, bronchitis, and pulmonary cox-
sumption, which is transmitted from father to son.

New Waacon Srnings.—We learn from an exchange, that 2
mechanic in Buoks Co. Pa., has constructed a waggon hung upon
invisible spiral springs, which promiscs to be a great improvement in
comfort and economy. It is said to be easy and graceful in motion,
especially in crossing gullies or rough ground—it having more the
motion of a light boat in gliding over the waves, than a vehicle upon
wheels. The springs are made of brass wire, (iron wire is better if
galvanized :) and though weighing only four pounds will cary a load
of a quarter of a ton, and can casily be varied in size to support any
weight desired. There is also connected with them, an invention to
prevent the ca'riage wheels touching the body in tuining, which is also
a great improvement.  Mensures, we understand arc in progress for
securing a patent for this invention.

Assaving Merars.—This process is verv often spoken of in the
papers, but many persons, perhaps, who did not know vet would like
to’know how itis managed. A correrpondent of the Bos on Post,
writing from Charlotte, in North Carolin, gives an account ol the
process, as he obtained it from one of the officers of the mint there,
He says:

The miners have to grind the goid rock fine, keeping it wet cons
stamtly : and as it becomes fine, it washes off. They have a kind of
hard stone for grinding. They then mix quicksilver with it, and
that collects the gold dust. It is washed out, dried, and goes through
some heating process. The gold dust is then usunlly sold 10 the
superintendent of the mint. Sometimes the miners melt the dust
and cast it into & bar before offering it at the mint. To find the
value, each parcel has to be assayed. The assaying is the most cu-
tious and sc:entific of all the business in the mint. The melters take
the gold dust, meltit, and cast it into a bar, when it is weighed
accurately, and a piece is cat off the assayer. He takesit, melts it
with twice its weight of silver and several times its weight of lead.
It is melted in small cups made of bone-ashes, which absorb all the
lead ; a large part of the silver 13 extracted by another process, and
the sample 1s then rolled out to a i1hin shaving, coiled up and put in
a sort o glass vial called a matirase., with some nitric acid.

The mattragses are put on a furnace and the acid is boiled some
time, poured off, a new supply put in, and bailed again. This i»
done several times, till the acid hes exrracted all the silverand other
mineral substances, leaving the sample pure gold. The sample is
then weighed, and by the difference between the weight before assay-
ing and after the true value is formed. All the silver overand above
five penny weights for each let is paid for by the mint atits value.
The minercallsat the mi .t afier his lot of gold hasbetn aseayed, and
ge1s its full value in gold coin, the government charging him nothing
for coining. That is what one of the officers of the mint herc told
me, though I had always understood that the government got five
per cent for coining. .

The gold, aiter it has been assayed, is melted, refined, and 'beu}g
mixed with its due proportion of alloy, (equal parts of silver and cop~
per;) is drawn into long strips, in shape not unlike an _iron hoop for
a cask ; the sound pieces cut out with a sot of punct, each picce
weighed, and brought to the right side by a file, it too heavy, when
it is milled, or the edge raised, and put into a stamping press,whehos

it comes fontk 8 perfect coin—Exchange paper.

»
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NEWS AND MARKETS.

THE TORONTO MARKETS.

The markets bave been well supplicd latterly with every description
of ngricultural prodnce.  Wheat, the leading staple, has been brought
forward by the farmers in quantities barely sufficient for home con-
sumiption, and at the present time there is no stock in the market f(fr
exportation. The highest price paid for the best samples of wheat is
3s. 10d. per bushel, and the best brands of flour will readily bring
90s. per barrel.  Pork of the very best guality ranges in price from
17s. 6d. to 20s. per 100 Ibs. ; and even at these low rates but few are
prepared to advance the cash. Owing to the high prices that were
paid for the leading articles of export Inst year, the great mass of the
farmers of the Home District are able to hold on to their products
unti! the opening of navigation, or until the prices become established
for the season. On the other hand, our merchants and speculators,
in many instances, lost heavily on their operations, and consequently
are unprepared 1o engage extensively in purchasing for export till the
foreign markets have assumed o more healthy and eettled condition.
These influcnces are pressing very severely upon all classes; and
there can be litle doubt that the value of the principal articles of
export will be low in the spring, unloss an almost entirely new set of
buyers be found, who are prepared to advance money freely for our
produce, with a view of shipping it to Europe and the United States.
The latter country will doubtless afford the best marketfor both wheat
and flour, in consequence of the shortness of the crop in many of the
best wheat growing districts, and the thorough exhaustion of the old
stock for exportation to Europe. Indeed, wheat buyers are already
in the Canada market, purchasing for the Rochester and Oswego mill
owners ; and if it were not for the duty exacted upon Canadian wheat,
good sumples would have been worth, in the Canadian markets, from
59. to 5s. 6d. per bushel, since the close of the past harvest.

At Buffalo, Rochester and Oswego, wheat of good quality will
readily bring from 6s. to 6s. 6d. Halifax currency, which, it will be
observed, by our quotations, is exactly 333 per cent. higher than the
article is worth in Toronto.

Tae Mexicay War.—Rumours are aflont of peace negociations,
through the mediation of England. The United States army is being
augmented, and fresh arrivals of troops are daily pouring into Mexico
from different quarters. The tanff laws of the United States, exacted
by the military government, are very severe ; and the whole of the
duties formerly levied on the articles of ; ' and silver are now
appropriated for the sustenance of the Ami. c2n army. The Gae-
rillas, in various parts of Mexico, are very much annoying the
American army ; and a party of the former recently succeeded in
capturing an American train, and obteined §$90,000 in specie, besides
300 mules and other property, in all worth over $100.000. Genernl
Cass, in the senate, stated positively that General Scott has been
suspended from chizf command, and General Worth relieved from
arrest; and that General Butler has taken command of the U. S.
army, as senior officer.

Moxey Matrers.—In France, a great change has taken.place for
the betier in commercial affairs. The banks have declared large
dividends to their stockholders, and the actual amount of specie in
their vaults cquals $32,000,000. The rates of discount have recently
been much reduced, and business of all kinds is improving. The
Bank of England has £12,000,000 sterling of specie in her vaults,
and the amount is constantly increasing. The rate of discount has
been reduced to § per cent. ; and private capitalists are freely invest-
g their moncy, upon good security, at from 33 to 4 per cent. The
falures seem to be nearly over, anl confidence is pretty generally
restored.

InrorTs oF Brespsturrs T Tre Usitep Kiveoom oF GReaT
Briraiy.—From a return recently made to the British Parliament, it
appears, from the 26th of June, 1846, to the 5th of November, 1847,
there was imported into the United Kingdom, of wheat and flour,
5,281,?14 quarters ; of which ouly 672,480 quarters were the growth
of British Colonics. Of indian corn and meal the quantity imported
was 4,300,427 quarters ; of which only 8,559 quarters were the pro-
duct of British Colonics. Of barley, oats, peas, beens, buckwheat
&ec., 14,000,000 quarters were imported. !

. TreLaxDp.—This unhappy country is still in a verr unsettled condi-
tion. The Act for the Prevention of Crime and Outrage went into
foycg from and after the 29th day of December last. Special com-
missions have been appointed in various parts of the island ; and at
Limerick alone there arc 100 prisoners who are expeeted to be brought
before the commission previeus to trial. In some districts, matters
were carricd with such a high hand by the populace, that ncither life
nor preperty were safe.  Several notices have been put up in various
parishes, threatening any person who would dage pay poor rales,

Excraxo.~The influenza has been raging to an alarming extent
throughout the length and breadth of the British Isles, as well as in
most parts of the continent of Europe. In London, nf:arly one half
of the persons employed in public and private establishments have
been laid up. On one day alone, there were 180 clerks and others
employed in the post office, oft duty. The rate of mortality is fright-
fully on -he increase.

The British army will shortly be considerably augmented. The
last, made about 18 months since, amounted to 10,000 men. The
great Cobden has retired from commerciul business, and purposes to
devote himself exclusively to legislation and statesmanship.

AxoTneEr StEamsoaT Exerosion.—The sad and heavy catalogue
of steamboat disasters in American waters, appears to be not yet
filled up. 'To this list is now to be added the total destruction of the
steamer Blue Ridge, by the bursting of her boiler on the Ohio river,
by which accident between twenty and thirty lives have been des-
troyed. She blew up at about one o’clock at pight while under way
between Wheeling and Cincinnati—having left the former place but
a few minutes. The tale of suffering and misery is truly lament-
able. .

‘We are informed that in a number of years, merchants and dealers
have not experienced o much of a pressure in the money market as
at present. Drafts upon New York are sglling at six per cent., while
money at Toronto commands two per cent. per month. The banks
are doing nothing in the way of discounts, refusing even the best paper
offered at their counters. The pressure ifi the money market, and the
excitement of the election, absorbs all other subjects, and completely
deranges the business of the Province.~—Rochester Daily Advertiser.

Accounts from Barbadoes states, that the West Indian Bank of
Issue has suspended paymentgor want of specie to meet the demands
upon it.

- Faee Trape wiTe TBE UNnitep States.—~In consequence of the
important movement in the United States House of Representatives,
to which we referred in our last, the American merchants have begun
to establish Agencies for purchasing grain in different towns of Canada,
under the expectation that it will be admitted duty free into the United
States, in a short time.—Ezaminer.

A Mr. Tumner, of Hamilton, Jately had his carpet-bag cut open at
a Hotel in Woodstock, and £1,000 in Gore Benk Bills taken from it.
Suspicion rests on a person named Mark Long, who fled from the
village about that time. Fifty Pounds reward is offered for the dis-
covery of the thief and the money. §3 M. Long was arrested in this
city on Friday. The greaterpart of the money has been recovered.

ARRIVAL OF THE CAMBRIA.

Buffalo, January 19, 1848 —The steamer Cambria arrived at Vew
York, from Liverpool, last night ; which port she left on the 1st inst.
and Halifex on the 15th. Her adwices are fourteen days later.

Liverpool, January 1. —Breadswfls improved. Best Com, 37s. 3
Flour, 31s.; Meal, 16s. ¢ 17s. ; Wheat is up 1s. Last market day
the trade was dull. The Cambria had a very rough passage. The
following is from Dennison & Co.’s Circular :—Flour and Grain—We.
had a good demand in our Corn Market, during the greater part of .
the past fortnight, and prices i *ve advanced from 6d. ¢ 1s, on Flour-
and 3d. # 6d. on Wheat. Indian Cor and Corn Meal are in mode~
rate demand ; prices unchanged. - :

Havre Blarket.—Wheat and Flour — Nothing doing in Western
Flour, which, in fact, may now be said to be totally neglectéd. The -
average of some wheat, at last Montvilliers market, was 57s. 6d. per
sack of 2000 killogramimes. -

The following items rre from the Liverpool Times of the 30th ult.
The Manchester Guardian says, we are happy to state that na
failures of moment have rccently taken place, either i this town,
Liverpool, or the metropolis ; and mercantile confidence appes:s i Lo
slowly and gradaally reviving. Therc is still, however, as we under-
stand, considerable monctary pressure and distrust at Glasgow, where,_
in proportion to the extent of business, the failures have been miore
namerous and extensive than in any other port of the kingdom. -~

HOME MAREETS.

The following table gives the highest average prices at dach of thé -
three places:— i -

TR

.

Toronto, Jan. 31. Hamilton Jan.29. Montreal J::m.28;"é
3

Flour, per barel ...... £1 0 O £1 39 -#£ 60
Wheat, perbushel ... 0 3 9 ° 039 -9-5-9°
Barley, per481bs. ... 0 2 3 040 D46
Rye, per 56 lbs. ..... .03 4 0 490 0 399
Oats, per 34 Ibs. ...... 01 2 01 3 0 BB
Peas, per 60 1bs. ...... 0 2 0 80 0 -5 0%
Ohtmeal, perbarrel... 1 0 0 6-0 O “ T 10 oF
Potatocs, per bushel.., 0 4 6 039 D 36
Hay, per ton  ........ . 200 110 0 - 00 04
Becf, per 100 Ibs....... 1 0 0 017 Op. brl. 2 0 0
Pork, per 100 Ibs....... 017 0 100 7 YED
Lerd, per b...cvereree. 00 0 5 000 0 0
Buticy (fresh) perlb.. 0 0 9 000 0- 1-T%



