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Motto for the Year.
““Workers together with Him.”
Prayer Topic.

Fur our Home Missior. work in these provirces that the laburers may be gre at
1y encouraged and a host won to Christ.«

Suggested Programme for July.

Opening Hymn
Prayer
Scripture Reading Psa.—85.
Prayer, by several
Reading “Tidings2 ...
Hymn
Minites of last moeung :
Appointment of Delegates to anvunl
-meeting
Report of Treas.
Closing Hymn.
AAAPAPAI LRSI
Suggested Programme for August.
Prayer
Hymn
_ Scripture John 14 1—17
Minutes of last-meeting.
‘I'reasurer's repory for the year
Prayer by several
Reading, Tidings.
Appointinent of Delegates to the an-
" xnual meeting at Truro
Prayer, and closing Hymn
M\mw
According to the Constitution of our
Aid_ socxct.xes; the Teeasurer's book
shoufld have been andited and all be
readyat this meoting for the entfanco
' upon the New Year. -

Notice.

Will the Societics who intend pay-
ing for Tidings kindly remit the
amount when sending their n.oney to
the Treasurer, as the account for the
year is made, -up:to:July 3lst. ;

Mury Smu,h
" Treasurer

Bouse-building in Indiz.

The readers of the Tidings may be
especially interested just mow -in- our
new station at Tekkali. I-understand
that the Sisters are anxious to help.in
the erection of*a mission house-there.
So it has oceurred (o me that I would
like to give you a little idea.of what is
involved in the work of fitting.up-a
station with mission buildings. Doubt-
less there will be many who will be
looking, for & letter this month, from
Miss Newcombe; forisis her turn.to
write to Tidings. But you must just
censure-me, if you wish, for taking up
tho space that she would have occu-

pied. T shall not expect to fill it-as :

well as she would have doune, but as
sheis-very busy I offered tv write fur
her. This gives me-an opportunity tv
suy what I would like_to say alwut vur

_building.work.



.
THE SITE} A

After deciding to open o station at
& certain place, the next thing is to se-
cure land for a.compound.  This is of-
ten anything but an easy matter.
The story of how we sceured our mis-
sion premises at the various stations
would in itself be exceedingly interest
ing, and would give evidence of divine
leading and providential openings.
The purchase of the property at each
station has its own peculiar history.
Sometimes it takes several ycars to
get the place that we thick God has
givon us. Hope deferred often makes
the heart sick. But, praise His nnme,
we find our Rehoboth (Gen. 26:22) and
it is generally one of the choicest
spots in the place. Often the very
spot that we saw and coveted years be
fore, but supposed we conld not gdt,
has fallen into vur hands.

In ehoosifxg 4 site for the mission
house we generally seek a rising
ground just a little outside of the na-
tive town. Thus we occupy & con-
spicuous position where we can be
seen—like a city that is set on a hill.
We have purer air, if on a higher cle-
vation, and that is a coveted blessing
in this land. We are away from the
noisome odors and the distracting din
of the ordinary native town. Where
10,000 people are huddled together up-
on ‘a ten-acre lot, and live without
proper sanitation or cleanly habits, it
is not difficult to realize the fetid at-
mosphere of such a place. Heathen-
dom is algo noisy as ynn mav suppose.
“The way of pence have they not
known.” Quarrelling is a daily and
nightly occurrence and is as distract-
ing 83 & pack of jackals, and-a good
deal more painful to listen to. Fur-
ther, much of the religion of the Hin-
dus cousists in nightly processions, or
festivals. These drum-beating, horn-
blowing, processions come as ‘near to
one of those barbarouns “serenades”
that used to greet a newly married

couple insome of tho country com
munities of Nova Scotin, as anything 1
eau think of.  The chief difference is
these hideous noises are kept up near-
ly all night. You wiil by this time
have come to appreciste the desirabil-
ity of having the mission nousc just a
little bit outside the native town.
However we must 1ot go too far away.
We must be near enough to be acees-
sible

Our piece of land at Tekkali covers
about two acres. cost about $150, and
is situated just in front of the town, so
that poople coming out from the town
and going off by two or three different
roads, have to pass just in front of our
preinizes.  Three ronds leading into
and out of the town converge and run
into the Main street just Lefore our
door. -

MATERIAL FOR BUILDING.

We build with stone or brick. The
only wood work in the housc is the
doors, windows, rafters, roof-lathing,
and roof-timber.  What a tedious job
it is to collect all this material and
prepare it for the house! Tou cannot
go down to the brick yard, the stoue
quarry, and the lnumber yard and or-
der fust what you need with the assur-
ance that it will be delivered honestly
and promptly in two'days at your door
Oh no that is the luxury of building in
the home-land but it makes us smile
a8 we think of it here. The commun-
ity is & new one, missionaries have
never lived there before, and the nat-
ives are suspicious, grossly dishonest,
and utterly unused to the promptness
and reliableness to which we are ac-
customed. They set their hearts on
the hope of makiug a “big haul”? aut
of us, Often we are at their mercy
for they have the monopoly. But not
being willing tobe cheated right and
left, we simply hang up our tovls for a
time until they see that we will nop
give in to them and then they come to
terms. It is most provoking. for they



might have done properly at the start
and saved us all this delay and vexat-
ions banter.  But that is native style.
It he has anything to sell, he will ask
three times its value and at last alter
alot of talk and delay you get lor
projer price that whieh you should
have had without any parley in 5 min-
utes. We generally know that a cer-
tain amount of humbugging delay is o
part of the program, and wherever pos-
sible we leave some of our native
Christians or our own heathen ser-
vants to do the bantering, fvr our time
is too precious. A gang of men are
called and asked if they will make ns
100,000 brick. It may be hours or
days before the bargain is finally clos-
ed, and the writlen contract signed.
But they are about as unreliable with
a written contract before them as if
none had been made out. You may
count on a full share of humbugging
and tedious deiny.  Months later you
get your brick. But you have been
pretty smart and have exercised eter-
nal vigilance if you have not been
“taken in” somewhere.  Aunother gang
of men agree alter o time to quarry
stone and bring them. They are
bought at about 15 cents per cubic
yaud. Let us go out with tape in
hund to measure this pile that has
just been laid up so neatly ‘four-square.’
Pulling uside a few of the top stones
you notice that in the centre of the
pile is a hole almost lurge enough to
crawl into. ~ Poor fellows! They do
not seem to be able to make a pile
without deftly covering up sume dis-
aonesty. I sigh, and then Iremember
apple-packing in the lovely Christian
Annapolis valley. 1 think of the big
apples so nicely packed in rows at the
top and bottom, while the centre is
filled up with the little No. 3s, and I
couclude that somehow dishonesty is
not an Indian but a human trait, not
monopolized by the Hindu, but often

found still clinging to the enlightened
AngloSaxon who professes better

things. The plaster stones must be
quarried and carted. They must be
mixed with charcoal and burned in a
kiln of our own, The purchase,of this
charcoal is in itself quite an undertak
ing. Twenty Savara men and women
come from the hills with the huge
baskets loaded with charcoal which
they have burned upon the hill-side.
‘The men carry two baskets swung®
from the ende of the bamboo stick
that like a great bow lies across the
shoulder and bends up and down under
its load, while the man hurries along
at & rapid walk. The women carry
their one basket upon the head. This
charcoal must all be measured and af-
ter that has been.done there is often
quite a’ squabble among them over
their several accounts. As they can-
not read ner write, and as they are
ever ready to suspect one another of
cheating, it is not any wonder that
where twenty people are working on
the shares in this business there would
necessarily be plenty of squabbles to-
which they are quite used. The sup-
erintending of the burning of the plas-
ter is a tedivus work that never ends
tilt your buildings are all up. Our
lumber comes to us as logs. We must
search the country for logs and try.not
to get cheated in this also. Then a
gang of sawyers must be employed to
saw the atuff up. It takes six men
about a8 long to saw one board as it
would take one of our steam mill cir
enlar saws to rip up twenty large logs.
The missionary must be his own arch-
itect and he must plan the sawing of
all these beams, planks, boards, scant~
ling ete., so as to put on the roof with-
out any hitch. The mas,ns and car-

penters on.the house know very little
ubout building, especially about Euro-
pean building, and they combine a
surprising innate .tupidity with 8 pro-
voking desire to put in as much time
23 possible with as little work and as'
much pay as possible.



' t
But my letter is already too lodg You
nave perhaps by this timeap insight
into the. difficulties we have in build-
ing. It is along tedious work. The

man who builds a house in India needs”

& special amount of _grace for the task
and it, generally takes more out of him
physically ane spiritually than all the
-rest.of his work for two years put to-
gether, Our buildings at Tekkali are
begun. Mr. Hardy and I will live
there for the present and occupy some
smogll outhuildings that have been put
up. The compound is a regular chaos
of stones, sand, brick, plaster etc. We
hope to see & nice substantial building
there within :’ s year if porsible. I
know you will uo all yon can to make
this possible. )

: Yours sincerely,
. .. W.V.HIceINs, . \
Bimlipatam, May 18, ’98.

Suggested Programme for Ilission | *
Bands. .

Singing Jesug keep me near‘the ernsy.

Prayer by leader.

Bible lessun, Romans 10.

Minutes of previous meeting.

Roll call, ench answering by repeating
a passage of scripture containing
the word Christ. -t

Singing what a fricnd we havein Jesus

Ask two or three of the older pupils to
write a short paper on the climdte
of India for next month.

Request another to draw a map of the
Telegu fleld, marking the different
Mission stativns, and naming the
missionaries living at each station.

Ask cach member of the Band to try
and earn five cents for Missions be-
fore next meeting stating in what
way it has been earned.

Close \;'ith the Lord’s Prayer, (In con-
ce.u., - -




