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FORWARD !

8 God is evermore by his word and provi-
B dence bidding us to go forward. There is

e onder the banner of Christ.  Seas may rage
BR furiously, but at our Leader's command
B e proud waves must be still : nay, they

o8 right hand and on the left wliie we march
B3 through the deep as on dry land. No enemy
8 on overcome us. 'The forces of evil may

¥ pillar of fire which gives us light proves to
tem & cloud of thick darkness barring
B their way. Dreary deserts fall of danger
B& fic between us and the Promised Land ; but
B there are onses where we may rest ; there
% o perennial fountains of living water to
¢ quench our thirst ; there is manna in abun-
R dnce for all the host of the Lord. Well
B sy we move forward with such prospeets
¥ tocheer us on.
® There is no standing still for the Chareh,
% o the individual Christian. When we
$ mke up our minds to rest on our laurels,
% ten dangeris at hand: then worldliness,
@fishness, ungodly fear and foolhardiness,
my ereop into the citadel, and bring in
tr train countless calamities. Progress
5the Jaw of healthy life ; to halt is but one
sep less perilous than to retrograde; and
wrogression is the sure road to utter ruin.
Are we as & Church standing still, or idly
hlting? Are wein any danger of rusting or
tmoding to destruction.  Now is the suit-
Metime to ask and to answer this ques-
S thronghout the bounds of our Synod.

M Supreme Court ot our Church is in

i

1

session while these words are passing
through the press, Statistical tables, verbal
statements, Presbyterial reports, will tell
their tele of life and activity ; of slumber
and spivitual death. God i3 familiar with
all the facts already. He, the searcher of
hearts, has examined us and our werk, and
is perfectly acquainted with “ statistics”
that are beyond mortal ken.

While we cannot usurp the prerogative
of Deity and search the hearts of men—
while many facts must lie hidden from our
eyes until the “day shall reveal them,”—
there are materials enough within onr reach
to enable us to judge whether or not we
have been marching forward in obedience
to our Master’s command. Two of our
ministers, one of our probationers, aud
many of our members have been removed
by death within the last Synodical year.
Had the Lord seen fit to call you away,
what account could you have rendered of
your stewardship. Would the talent bu
found wrapt in a napkin ?—or increased
five fold, or ten fold? What have yoa
done to strengthen the congregation of
which you are a member? Perhaps you
have done much to weaken it by careless
attendance on the means of grace, and by
pastial or total neglect of the prayer meet-
ing. Examine yourself too with relation
to the Sabbath School—the aid and com-
fort you have rendered—the pupils you
have tanght, or helped to gatherin. Think
how often you have prayed for your minis-
ter, and considered the necessities of the
poor. '

As a man loves his own family, so should '
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he love the congregation with whom he
worships and the denomination to which he
belongs. The interest and the honour, the
strength, the peace and prosperity of the
Church should be dearer to us by far than
any carthly interest. What are political
parties, or voluntary socicties, compared
with the Church of the living God, which
Christ has purchased with His own blood!
Has your devotion to the ‘body of Christ”
—to the * bride, the Lamb’s wife’’—deep-
ened during the year—so that you abound
in this grace also? Few indeed can adopt
the words of the Saviour Himself and say
that they are consumed witr the zeal of
God's house. Few indeed havean adequate
conception of the claims which the Church
has upon all her members, Christ gave
Himself for the Church : how far does,our
love come short of His !

Our Lorp expects us, and commands
us, to increase from year to year in all
the Christian graces and virtues—to grow
more like Himself, holy, harmless, unde-
filed : to add to our sacrifices for His cause,
He looks for advancement and expansion
As *.o individual grows, so should the con-
gregation, 8o should the charch as a whole.
We must go forward as te the number of
our congregations. Thousands of Presby-
terians in these Provinces are still snffering
for lack of the means of grace; tens of
thousands who are “ Nothingarians,” ov
worse, are within reach and call. Surely
we aro expected to do something for these!

‘We must go forward in respect to the
aamber of our ministers, both for the sake
of the Home ficld and the Foreign field.
Both are suffering now for lack of laborers.
Young men, whose desire is to glorify God
and bless your fellow men, come forward
boldly and earnestly to the help of the Lord
against the mighty. "The call conld scarcely
be louder or more pressing than it is now.

The teachers of error, of superstition and
infijelity, are much morc namerous in our
time than ever before. The forces of evil are
gathering to battle. The war note sounds
already on many a field. Roman Catholic
churches are becoming wholly “ ultramon.
tane;” Protestant churches are becoming
-daringly Roman Catholic in dogma andin

ritual, TInfidelity has its high priests in
Episcopal Catledrals, and in every walk of
science and of public life. Is not this po-
culiarly a time for an evangelical Preshy-
terian Church like ours to gird on her
armour and take her arms and press fur-
ward with redoubled encrgy and zeal ? The
responsibility rests neither with the ninis-
ters alone nor with the people alone, hug
with the ministers and the people together,
As in the day of battle there is work for the
beardless boy and the stalwart glant—fur
the raw recruitand the grey headed veioran
—for the wise general and the impetuons
private,—so with us there is scope for the
encrgies, the tastes, the talents and the
loving zealof all. Young men and maidens,
boys and girls, snints hoary in the Master's
service, saints who have just found that the
Lord is gracious,—all can do something,—
can do much to advance the glorious cause
of our blessed REDEEMER.

PO
GOOLIE MARRIAGES.
BY REV. JOHN MORTON, TRINIDAD.
On the 10th of April we had two mar
riages among Madras coolics. Coolie mar-
riages usually tako place in temporary

galleries in front of the house, constructad i
of cocoa-nut leaves and other light matenals.

In this case there were two galleries, oncin Ji8
front of the house and the other at the [§

back. The marriages followed each other,
and vwere celebrated in different galleries.
All things being ready the bridegroom wes
led away from the house, down the stret [
‘0 the beating of tom toms. Besides stop- R
ping frequently on the strect, the procession g8

stopped at the houses of friends, some of B
whom brought out saffron water, dipped F%

their finger init, and touched the bride
groom’s forchead, pronouncing o blessisg.
Returned to the house, the bride was brought ;}:'
out and the corner of her copra (Hindustani J8
for cloth) tied to the corner of his, They Ji§
then sat down on & mat, the groom on the I8
Ieft of the brice. A fine cloth, formed into B
a magnificent turban, sat like a snovy S
crown on the groom’s head. Then he wort B3
the ordinary vest and copra, bnt new sui SS
white as snow—and on additional seaf fE
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also pure white. In his left hand he held a | every one passed their hands through the
magnificent bonguet of flowers—a string of | smoke or flame and put them up to their
flowers was thrown over his shoulder, and | face. Tt was then set before the couple to
another hung around his neck. The bride | be married, and & string with an ornament,

was very nicely dressed, but mostly in
coloured materials, and decked with even
more flowers than the groom. About four
feet from the mat on which they sat there
was & low mud mound or altar, and on it
three curiously painted goblets full of water
and a number of littie plates of fruits and
nuts,  On one side stood a jar of water, and
on the other a large plateful of rice stained
vellow and a deep copper plate of saffron
water. ‘Lhere were two officiating priests,
one dressed as a European, the other asa
Cuolie, but with an exceedingly lirty copra.
Around s*ood the company and the drum-
mers beating their tom toms with great
encrgy. Behind the bride and groom stood
a man and woman as second hest. These
were liberally supplied with betel nuts and
leaves, and temper lim2. When the priest
hegan the ceremony, by filling the goblets
to the brim aund pouring water over the
npts and frait, they took a picce of betel
nut ard a little temper lime, and rolled
them up in a leaf and stuffed itintp the
mouths of the couple to be married. This
they did very frequently during the cere-
mony. This combination, when chewed,
forms a blood red fluid, which stains the
teeth and mouth.

The priests then began to talk and call
for something, which was brought ia the
shape of a yellow thread with a piece of
tinsel in the middle. After some incanta-
tion this was tied round the head of the
groom, the tinsel coming on the forehead.
In like manner another was called for and
brought and used until there were three on
the groom and three on the bride. A brass
plate was then presented with fruit and
cocog-nuts, vice, sugar, betel leaves, and
cakes. This is the allowance to the priests
for their trouble. These were at once re-
mor ed and some ashes put on the plate, and
in the middle of the ashes a lump of cam-
phor, which was lighted. The plate was
then Lifted to the roof of tho gallery and the
Jeaves parted to let some of the smoke pass
out. This done, it was passed round, and

[

which all married women wear, was brought
and passed through the flame, and given to
the groom who tied it round the bride’s
neck. A deafening shout was then raised,
for the parties were married. The roll of
thie tom toms ceased, and the groom took a
hancéal of ashes and rubbed it on the
bride’s forehead. The bride returned the
compliment. I forgot to mention that the
bride’s arms were all exposed and painted a
dirty yellow colour, and this with the ashes
seemed no improvement of her appearance.

The ceremony was not yet done, for
friend after friend being called for, came
forward, took some of the yollow rice and
let it fall in thedd little showers into the lap
of bride and groom, then took the saffron
water and waved it three times before them,
and dipping the finger into it touched their
forcheuds. Others took the string ot flow-
ers from his shoulder, passed it three times
round a bamboo stick at the altar and put
it on her shoulder; then took heis and did
the same and put it on him. This was
done again and again with much talk and
mirth, till all the friends had taken their
part. The asgistants then led the newly
married couple round the gallery three
times, bowing each time as they passed the
altar, and into the house where they wers
seated together on a mat. Quantities of
rice were prepared and a goat killed for a
grand feast. Several times during the ce-
remony the whole company was liberally
sprinkled with lavender water. In the
afiernoon Capts. Graham of New Glasgow
and Girvan of Pictou came to see us, and
we took a walk up through the village.
The married parties were then seated in the
palleries to receive presents. One of the
priests took the money and called out the
name and country residence of the donor
and the gmountin this way,—“Mr. Graham,
Graham, Grabam, British Americs, &c. ;

| das pice, &e., (50 cents).” Theother priest

wrote down these particulars, and the mo-
noy was dropped inte a plato of saffron
water.
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THE PRESBYTERIAN ARNIVERSARIES.

All the great Presbyterian Assemblics for
1868 have now been held. Their delibera-
tions and decisions have been of more than
usual interest and importance. We can
give but the briefest outline of the proceed-
ings of the supreme courts of our sister
Churches on both sides of the Atlantic; a
tull account would fill a very large volume.

There are some features common to all
Presbyterian Assemblies. Their discus-
sions are free and open. There is no eccle-
siastical caste keeping the power to rule
exclusively in their own hands. There is
no vain jangling about the length of a coat,
the colour of a necktie, or the shape of a
hat. There is an earnest endeavour to pro
mote the work of Missions to the heathen
at home and abroad. Vital religion is not
frowned down upon as a tgyublesome im-
pertinence, but is regarded as the preserv-
ing salt of the Churches, without which
their existence can be of little or no use.
The spirit of union pervades every branch
of the great Presbyterian family, from the
0ld Schoeol Presbyterian Church down to
the minutest fragment of so called “Re-
formed Presbyterians.” The feeling extends
from Australia to England, Scotland, Ire-
land, Canada and the United States. It
would appear that the Head of the Church
is bringing His people together, mustering
his forces, in preparation for the stern con-
flict with gigantic forms of evil that over-
shadow the world.

The American Assemblies.

In point of time the great Assemblies of
the Presbyterian Churches in the United
States come first. The Home Missionary
operations o: these, especially of the Old
School Charch, are immense, and they re-
quire to be so, when the vast extent of the
country is taken into consideration. The
smaller branches are also at work with
praiseworthy encrgy. The Foreign Mis-
sions of the Old School Church alone are
much more extensive than the Forcign
Missions of all the Scottish Churches
together. )

The Assembly of the United Presbyte-
rian Church of the United States, which is
mauch inferior in wealth and numbers to the
0ld and New School, raises ninety thousand
Dollars a year for Foreign Missions.

H

Uvion has been the all-absorbing theme
in all the American Assemblies. Very
large majorities in the Old and New School
have voted in favour of union on the basis
of the Westminster Confession taken in the
“ Calvinistic sensc.” Dr. HovGe and a
few other venerable men in the Old Assem-
bly opposed the movement and dissented.
Dr. Hodge pointed to the latitude allowed
in the New School, and dreaded that the
union would necessitate similar liberty in
the united Church. But, said he, if the
Assembly, if'the C burch resolve to unite, we
the minority, must as loyal sons of the Church
submit. 'This sentiment is worthy of the
venerable Doctor, and we hope that its
echo will reach Edinburgh and Glasgow.

The Basis is to be sent down to Presby-
teries, and if two thirds of the Presbyteries
approve of it, the union will be consum-
mated in 1869, or at latest in 1870. The
venerable Dr. Prime, writing of the Old
School Assembly, says:—

Thus closed a remarkable meeting for
thie greatness and gravity of the questions
discussed, the entire harmony of feeling in
the discord of opinion, the importance of
the resolutions reached, and the spirit of
love and good will that prevailed. It was
emphatically a union Assembly. It adopt-
ed a basis, by an overwhelming majority,
of union with the New School Assembly ;
it invited back the Southern Assembly ; ig
tendered the olive branch te the Seceders,
under the “ Declaration and Testimony,’”
and appointed a comumittee to confer with
the other Presbyterian bodies, to prepare
the way for union with them all! God
grant that the good work, thus favoured,
may go on to a blessed consummation.

The Southern Assembly met at Baiti-
more. There were evidences enough of
the fearful consequences of the war in ac-
counts of the Churches hurned, manses
robbed, ministers and people impoverished.
Time will gradually heal, as it is healing,
these wounds, and then no doubt the
Southern Assembly will see its way clear
to cast in its lot with the-Northern brother-
hood.

We are happy to note the prosperity of
the United %r%byteri:m Church of the
United States. It was this Church that
handed over to us the Trinidad Mission,
and that has in Egypt and India such pros-
perous Missions. A union is likely to be
consummated between this Church and a
large section of *“ Reformed Presbyterians.”

Synod of the United Presbyterian
Church, Scotland.

This Synod met at Edinburgh on the 11th
May. Dr. Frow was elected Moderator.
The statistics show 597 congregations on
the roll, with 176,391 members. The
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ministers number 623 ; elders, 4540 ; pro- l

bationers, 72; and stundents of divinity, 136.
‘The incume of the year, from all sources,
has been £265,561. ~ As compared with last
vear, there arc 3 more ministers, 1 more
congregation, 55 fewer clders, 15 fewer
preachers, 4 more students, and 1197 more
comimunicants. The average contribution
per member, during 1867, was £1, 10s. 1d.

On the subject of the Union the follow-
ing motion, proposed by Dr. Taylor and
«econded by Dr. Maclcod, was agreed to
unanimously ; * That the Synod receive
the Report of the Committee, and acknow-
ledge, with devout gratitude to God, the
spirit of brotherly Kindness with which the
negotiations have been conductea during
the past years, the important conclusions
stated in the Report, and the unanimity
with which these conclasions have been ar-
rived at, and see in the progress thus made
every encouragement to go forward in the
great work on which the Synod has now
for several years been engaged, and there-
fore re-appoint the Committee under the
former instructions, and commend them to
the prayers of the Church.” 'The speaking
on the occasion was admirable in every
respect.  In compliance with the prayer of
an overture from the Presbytery of London,
the Court granted leave to the English
Synod of the Church to hold a Conference
on the subject of Union south of the Tweed
wich the Synod of the English Presbyterian
Church.

The resignations of Dr. Somerville,
Foreign Secretary, and Mr. Macgill, Bome
Secretary, were accepted—-the former having
gracefully pressed upon him a larger re-
tiving allowance than he was disposed to
accept, and the latter heing clected unani-
mously to the varant office of Foreign
Seeretary. The Home Secretaryship was
afterwards filled up by the appointment of
Dr. Selkirk Scott ot Manchester.

Dr. M’Farlane, London, in the name of
the widow of the late Dr. M’Kelvie of Bal-
gedie, presented to the Synod the late
doctor’s statistical MSS. relating to the
ministers, preachers, and students of the
Church, along with a history of the foun-
dation of each congregation in the body.
He stated that the MSS. consisted of 1200
pages, and contained a great deal of the
most valuable information.

Mr. Andrew M’Ewan, Glasgow, pre-
sented the report of the Committee on Sab.
bath schools, from which it appeared there
are at present, in connection with the
Church,” 923 schools, 95,366 teachers,
75,062 scholars ; 542 senior Bible classes
taught by ministers, with an attendance
of 16,422, and 175 scnior Bible classes
taught by clders, with an attendance of
3184, There arc thus, in all, 96,668
children and young persons under regular

LY

instruction. During the seven years pre-
veding 1867, the number of Sabbath-school
teachers increased by no fewer than 690,
and the scholars by 5059 ; but a marked
diminution took place in the number of
ministers’ Bible classes, and in the atten-
dance reported at them. The number of
congregations during that period inereased
by 56, while the number of Ministers’ Bible
cf):\sses diminished by 46; and while the
membership of the Church showed an in-
crease of 11,083, the attendance at these
classes showed a decrease of 4237. In com-
menting upon the report, b¢ remarked that
the necessity for such schoois was getting
every day more apparent, owing to the
secular tendency ot the teaching in the or-
dinary day schools throughout the country.

On the subject of a National System of
Education, the Synod adopted a report
recommending substantially three things,—
first, that the elemontary education pro-
vided be suitable to the children of all de-
nominations; that scholars going bLeyond
the elements shall not be required to attend
or pay for any teachiag to which their
guardians object; and third, that the local
boards of management shall be popularly
elected.

Resolutions were passed strongly con-
demnatory of all religious endowments in
Ireland, and in favour of the withdrawal of
Government aid from every one of the
Churches of that country. It was agreed
to peiition both Houses of Parliament in
terms of the same.

Much regret was expressed that more
youn% men were not coming forward to
offer for Foreign Mission work,

Dr. Sommevville, the venerable ex-
Foreign Secretary, is appointed to deliver
a series of lectures on evangelistic and mis-
sionary subjects in the Theological Hall.

General Assembly of the Free
Church.

This Assembly met as usual in the As-
sembly Hall, Edinburgh, on the 21st May.
Rev. Mr. Nixox of Montrose was elected
Moderator. Mr. Wilson of Dundee was
elected secend Clerk, a position made vacant
by the death of Dr. Clason. Rev. Mr.
McGregor of Paisley was elected Professor
of Systematic Theology, and Rev. Dr.
Blaikie of Edinburgh, Professor of Apolo-
getics. These vacancies were caused by
the death of Dr. Bannerman and the retire-
ment of Dr. James Buchanan.

Encouraging reports were given in with
regard to the state of religion within the
Charch, and hopeful symptoms were noted
in other communions.

The subject of union attracted great at-
tention, and excited the decpest interest.
The discussion was able and exhaustive.



174

The Home and Foreign Wecord,

July

Dr. Robert Buchanan moved a resolution
favourable to the prosccution of the nego-
tiations. Dr. Julius Wood proposcd a re-
solution which would in effecct put an end
to the present ncgotiations. When the
vote was taken Dr. Buchanan’s resolution
was carried by an overwhelming majority,
the numbers being, for Dr. Buchanan's
motion, 427; for Dr. Wood’s motion, 105.
Dr. Begg and Dr. Gibson were the chief
supporters of Dr. Wood's motion.

CoronN1AL.—Professor Lumsden gave in
the report of the Colonial and Continental
Committee. e contrasted the state of the
colonial field 25 years ago with what it is
now. The number of culonial ministers
with which the Free Church is connected is
cqual to one-half of the Free Church minis-
ters at home. He went into details of the
colonial work with which the comtittce
have co-operated during the year that is
past. Tho committee suggested thata pas-
toral and brotherly letter should be sent to
ministers in the colonial stations, tv whom
such a letter could not fail to be cheering
and refreshing.

The venerable Dr. Burns, of Toronto,
then addressed the Assembly. He deserib-
ed, from his own knowledge, the progress
which has been made in what is now called
“the Dominion” of Canada. They had
every cause of gratitude for the encourage-
ment that has been granted.  He gave sta-
tistics illustrative of the dimensions of the
Canadian Presbyterian Church. Ile de-
scribed the good progress which has taken
place in Nova Scotia. The most encourag-
ing features in all the British American
Churches is the high-toned missionary spi-
rit which they exhibit. He referred to the
union of Churches in British America,
which he declared had been satisfactory,
though they had among them questions
nceding forbearance. Presbyterianism is
peculiarly adapted for the wants of the
Canadian Dominion. He gave some pleas-
ing reminiscences of the progress of the
gospel in North America, since the Church
of Scotland began to turn her efforts in
that direction in the year 1824.

Mr. Dyxes, who has lately returned
from Australia, made a brilliant address,
chiefly showing the benefits of union in the
Australian Churches.

Mr. King, from Canada, next addressed
the Assembly. Much of what Mr. Dykes
had said of Australia applicd to Canada.
The number of ministers in the United
Church of Canada waus 267. He illustrated
its progress during the last five years, which
has been most checring. ‘The union has
wrought admirably with State support for
an open question in its base. He craved
the sympathy of the Chucch, which, he
thought, could not be adequately expressed
except by an occasional deputation.

Mr. Macdonald, Sccretary to the Fronch
Canadian Missionary Society, described the
cnlargement of their field of labour, which
has recently taken place through the weak
eniny, of priestly power in Lower Canada

Dr. Buchanan gave in the report on ar
rangeiaent, in connection with the Colonia}
and Continental Committee. The arrange
ment suggested was, that Dr. Adam, of
Glasgow, should be convener of the Colonial
Comunittee ; Dr. Stewart, of Leghorn, to
be convener of tho Continental Committee,
and sccretary to both. As. Dr. Stewart
cannot immediately entcr opon his office,
Sheriff’ Jamieson w'l be ice convener of
wac Continental Committee. After some
conversation, the report was unanimously
agreed t0. The cordial thaubs of the As
sembly were returned to Principal Lumsden
and Mr. Irving, of Falkirk, who have taken
charye of the continuntal department since
the death of Dr. Bonar.

Dr. Wood guve in the report of the Com
mittee to Prepare an Act on Collections.
The committee had not scen their way to
limit the number of collections to 8ix, but
recommended seven, viz., for the Colonies,
for the Continent, for Church and Manse
Building, for the Ante-Disruption Minis
ters, for the Jews, tor the College, and for
the Home Mission.

Williain Kidston, Esq., gave the report
on Temperance. One great point dwelt
upon was the auzmentation in the number
and magnitude of public-houses, regarding
which very emphatic statements were made
in the report, and reiterated in the Housc.
Dr. Begg was specially mmpressive upon
the evils of intemperauce. All ministers
were recommended to preach on this subject
beforc next Assembly, and Presbyteries
were enjoined to sce that this is attended t..

Foreieoy Missions.—In the absence of
Dr.Dur¥, the Foreign Mission Report was
giving in by Dr. Thomas Smith of Edin
burgh. The total home revenue of the
Foreign Missions Committee during the
year has been £:5,243 18s. 5d., and the
expenditure has been £15,521 35. 6d. Be
sides this, the income of the Ladies’ So:
ciety for Female Education has been
£2723 6s5. 9d. The contribations raised in
in India and Africa have amounted to
£14,796 14s. 10d., making a grand total of
about £33,000; but an increase of about
£5000 in the incorne of the mission appeats
to Le absolutely nccessary if the Church is
to be equal to her opportunity. In the
course of the year, onc new missionary s
been sent out to India, and one to Africa.
The report showed that the number of
central and branch stations in India wa»
34; in South Africa (the chief mission
fields of the Church), 30. The total num-
ber of Christian agents was, in India, 174,
in South Africa, 48. The number of com-
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municants in Indin was 560; in Sonth
Afriea, 1120; of baptised adherents in
Indis, 565; in South Africa, 855. The
number of Anglo-vernacular male scholars
was, in India, 4827 ; in South Africa, 566 ;
of female scholars, 855; in South Africa,
517 of vernacular male schelars, in India,
2065; in South Africa, 197; of femnale
scholars, in India, 1568. ‘The total number
uuder instruction was thus, in Indis, 8815
scholars; and in South Africa, 1280.
*“ Already,” says the report, * Christinnity
has accomplished in India what any one
who knew India half a century ago would
have pronounced to be simply impossible.
‘The land ie averspread with the knowledge
of the Christian system to quite as great an
extent as many lgnds that are called
Christian.”

Dr. Smith, in submitting the report, ad-
vocated the cause of providing manses for
the missionaries, and remarked that prob-
ably Dr. Duff himself and others might not
have retired from the mission field, because
from the salaries supplied to the mission-
gries they were obliged to live in parts of
the towns known to be unhealthy.

Mr. Kidston, elder, also strongly urzed
on the Church the ahsolute necessity of a
manse scheme for the missionaries in India
and Caffraris, if the missions were to he
kept from decay. £50,000 at least would
be required, and he hoped that if in Glas-
gow £15 000 were raised in five years, and
alike sum in Edinburgh and neighbourhood
within the same time, the scheme would be
suceessful.

The Rev. Mr. Miller, from Madras, ad-
dressed the Assemhly. The whele tendency
of Indian institutions was to repress the
wdea of individual life, and to crush out the
sense of individual responsiiity. The
whole people of lndia form one mighty
mass, ready to resist attack at any point.
The condition of China is very different.
There, every individual stands for himself,
with nothing of this wonderful cohesion and
onity. The description which hehad given
did not include such outlying districts as
Tinnevelly. This state of things formed the
great difticulty with which they had to con-
tend. Spiritual results in such a state of
things cannot be expecied on any great
scale until the mighty mass is disrupted
and broken up. The older missions at-
tacked this mighty mass by such simple
direct ways as they wonld use when the
principle of individuality was in powerful
operation. The result was that their suc-
¢ess was almost nothing, and in time they
tarned aside to such outlying segments of
the population as Tinnevelly, where this
wonderful cohesion and unity did not exist.
glntluism had shaken off the assault. The
Beottish missions directed their endeavour
to bring the rising generation under influ-

ences which would develope their individa-
ality and sense of responsibility. The results
were known to them all, and the fruits
would in the end be glorious. The in-
fluences of their preparatory work were only
heginning to spread throughout India, and
their institutions must be maintained in a
state of the highest efficiency.

Dr. Charles J. Brown spoke with elo-
quent fervour on two topice—men and
meang—and pressed many most powerful
considerations upon the conscicnee of the
Christian Church in regard to the great work
of turning the world to God. Heconcluded
by moving the approval of the report.

General Dobbs, an Episcopallan, who
has recently returned from India, said that
he had been assaciated with the Free Church
Institution at Madras from its commence-
ment. The conclusion to which he had
come for many years was, that the influence
of that and other similar institutions
throughout India had been very great. He
reviewed the history of attempts to evange-
lise India, and he rated high the results
which have attended missionary effort.

Dr. George Brown urged the importance
of giving to missions & regalar place in the
prayers of the sanctuary. The report was
then approvad.

Dr. Rainy gave in the report of the Pub-
lications Committee. The increase of the
circulation of the Misstonary Record for the
past vear has heen 2500. and it now stands
at 33,500. ‘Theincreased circulation of the
Children’s Record has been 3000, and now
stands at 46,000. A plan for a quarterly
Gaelic Record was brought up. Dr.
Mackay, of Harris, strongly supported this
plan. The Assembly remitted to the Pub-
lications Commitiee, together with the
Gaelie Committee, to consider the matter
and ripen it for next General Assembly.

SUSTENTATION OF THE MINISTRY.—
After twenty-five years of steady, earnest
effort, the Free Church has reached the
position of heiug able to give £150 sterling,
to all her ministers, besides something ad-
ditional for congregations who contribute
with exceptional liberality. This is en-
| couraging to other churches, and shows the
| importance of aiming steadily at a high
standard of duty.

Evancerists.— The Assembly sends
forth Tivangelist deputations to visit the
| more neglerted portions of the church. In
preceding vears these deputations have done
much good.

General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church of Ireland.

Rev. C. T.. Morrel was clected moderator.
t In his opening addres he spoke warmly in
{ favor of the Irish National System of
¢ Education.
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Instrumental music came before the As-
sembly by reference from the Synod of
Armagh.  The decision was as follows :—

“That the common law of the Church |
excludes the use of instrumental musie in |
the public worship of Gud; and that the
Presbyteries be instructed to sce that con-
gregations conform to this Jaw,”

There was a decline of 11,632 m the
number of communicants. ‘The sum of
£11,404 was mised for Missionaries. The
sum total raised by the Church was £94,-
000, The Assembly is divided on the
question of applying to Paniament for aun
addition to the Regium Donum.

General Assembly of the Estab-
lished Church of Scotland.

Dr. Barty was elected Moderator.—
There was a long discussion on the Irish
Chureh question, which ended in the As-
sembly resolving to petition parliament
against Mr. Gladstone’s measures. A reso-
lution against Patronage was lost by . vote
of 150 to 154. A very strong Anti-Patron-
age party now exists in the Established
Church,

Dr. Norman McLeod gave an admirable
repo=t of his visit to India, and his investi-
gations into the condition of Indian mis-
sions. Ilis impressions were in a high de-
gree favourable. He bears special testimony
to the excellence and efficiency of the Frce
Church Missions there. He attached great
importance to the work already accom-
%Iished by means of education. It was by

r. Duff’s system alone that he hoped to
see the Christian Church accomplishing
the most tremendous task ever given her to
do—the overthrow of Hinduism. The
address was more than two hours long, and
was exceedingly able and instructive.

The contributions for Foreign Missions
amounted to £20,883; thi> sum including
£5,6568 for the Colonies. Total contribu-
tions for the year, £165,093.

Synod of the Reformed Presby-
terian Church, Scotland.

This Court met at Glasgow on Monday
the 4th of May, when the Rev. C. N.
M’Caig of Lochgilphead was elected Mod-
erator.

On the suhject of the Union the Synod
was unanimously favourable. Dr. Goold
gave in the report of the Committee, and
in supporting it made the following allusion
to the Establishinent question: * They
[the Reformed Presbyterians] had held,”
he said, ““the principle of the national
recognition of Christianity with the tenacity
of aliving belief for generations. The sacri-
fice which, as & Church, they made for it

dated by centuries ; and rather than aban-
don it they would coatinue in their

‘ present isolation—a Covenant remnant in

the land of martyrs. But it was possible
to lose the spirit in adhering to the letter,
and like the dog in the fable to snap at the
shadow and furcgu the substance.  National
sahjection to Prince Messiah was surely
capable of a nobler embodiment and & more
eflective expression than by pecuniary cu-
dowments, or by the mere legal ratification
of a Confession of Faith however sound.
‘They could not get endowments now, they
could not get the statutory rccognition of
cvangelical Christianity now, except they
allowed the State to have control ever them
as a Church. Let the Establishment be
ever so valuable, it was in present circum-
stances unattainahle. But they could at-
tain what, after ali, was unspeakably better
than cndowments or statutes in favour of
truth by Parliaments that had little or no
sympathy with the truth ; they could form
a Chureh, resolute because conscientious,
powerful because united, commanding res-

‘peet because stoopiug to no compromise,

embracing all sections of the kingdom, and
pervading all classes of the community,
ringing in the ear of the nation and its
rulers an unanimous testimony to the great
truth affirmed in the Articles of Agrecment,
that “all in their several places and re-
lations, and thercfore civil magistrates in
theirs, are under obligations to submit them-
selves to Jesus Christ, and to regulate their
cmduct by His Word.”

Tt is gratifying to hear that the loss sus-
tained by this Church a few years ago by
the secession of several hundreds from its
commuaion, and the formation of a rcmon-
strant Synod, has been mzore than made up.

Synod of the Canada Presbyterian
Church.

This Synod met in Montreal early last
month. Rev. A. Tore, Torento, was
clected moderator. A loyal address to the
Queen was adupted by the Synod congratu-
lating Her Majesty on the safety of Prince
Alfred.  Dr. M'Culloch, Rev. James
Bennet, Dr. Bayne and Rev. D. Roy, from
our own Church were present.

The Home Mission of the Canada Church
is extensive :—

From these tables we learn that connec-
ted with the Committee's operations ther
are 77 mission fields, with 150 preaching
stations,and 56 suppletnented congregativis
These represent altogether 4,5 9 familics,
an adult membership of 6,155, and au
average attendance of 15,091, These
mission stations and congregations coi
tribute locally besides board for Missiut-
arics $22,762 41, and receive in aid $3,583,
75.

Comparing these results with those of
lnst year, we find a slight decreage in the
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number of mission ficlds, but an increase in
the supply given to them, in the aid ve-
ceived to the amonnt of $1,184 25, and in
the amoant contributed of $3,374 33,

Of supplemented congregations we have
an increase in number of 11, with 510 ad-
ditional communicants. Itis to beregretted
that arrcars due by congregations exist to
the amount of $1,074 22. The increase in
the supplemented congregations compared
with the decrease of mission stations, indi-
cates that by moans of the assistance affor-
ded by the Committec, several stations have
been so strengthened that they have been
able to obtain e settled pastor, or feel them-
selves prepared to call.  The amount paid
from the central fund is in such cases almost
necessarily inereased ; but the Committee,
believing that the building ap of congre-
gations by settlement with liberal supple-
ments i3 the best way of advancing the
Home Mission work of the Church, rejoice
in this evidence of progress.

The list of Missionaries contains the
names of 11 ministers, 21 lay catechists, 22
Divinity students, and 14 student catechists.

No decision was given on the subject of
wstrumental music.

S g =
Fome Minsions,

Notes by a Catechist.

St. George, N.B., May 2, 1868.

Rev. AND DeAR Sir,—

1 beg leave to inform you that, aciording
to your suygestion, I made this village my
stopping place. Immediately on my arri-
val, I made enquiries afrer Presbyterians,
and on calling on these I learned that Mr.
Millen intended preaching in the Kirk here
on Sabbath afterncon. I then sent notice to
Mascarene, a settlement about four miles
down the Magaruadavic River, that T woul’
hold service there on Sabbath morning. The
word did not get well circulated, aud the
audience was small but very attentive. The
ecttlers, o great number of them, were ori-
ginally Presbyterian, but from want of
pastoral attention, many have joined the
Baptists There are still 2 number remain.
ing who are very anxious to obtain supply
of preaching, and as the Baptists are with-
ont a minister, they feel very deeply their
destitution, The Baptists are willing to
give the use of their Mecting House, and
will probably assist a little by their contri-
butions. But a Presbyterian charch has
been crected and finished externally. Tt is
also lathed, and Ithink can be fisted up for
summer gervice &t a very small expense.

‘The people here {St. George) have been
making arrangements for sapply from Mr.

M. every alternate Sabbath afternoon. His
ministration here is necessary, as a great
many parents are anxious to have their
children baptized ; and as he is highly es-
teemed, he will do & great deal towards
establiching the cause in this place. In fact
the people scem to feel that if another effort
is not made now, they must abandon the
church of their fathers, and seck for reli-
pious privileges within the pale of other
churches. T have been surprised to hear
that the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
has never been dispensed in this church, al-
thongh there are quite & number of mem-
bers in full commanion who have belonged
to congregations in tire old country and
clsewhere. Several of the leading men have
expressed & hope that I would remain with
them, in order to labour in the out stations,
and to supply this place every alternate day.
They arc not able to raise enough for the
support of a missionary in addition to Mr.
M.’s salary, but they are willing to coatri-
bute s part. I could give them no encouy-
agement, as I was entively at the disposal
of the Presbytery. Mr. Millen, however,
was over yesterday, and he is of opinion that
1 had better go to Baillie, which wonld
otherwise have no supply. He thinks the
H. M. Board would not sanction, or rather
support, a Catechist in any station which
enjoyed & part of the labour of an ordained
minister. As far as I can karn I think the
place worthy of more attention.

Thereis another scttlement called Penn-
field ahout seven or eight miles from this,
lying on the east side of the L’Etang River,
and extending east three or four miles,
where thereare quite a number of Presby’e-
rian families. I havenot been able to visit
this place yet, but will preach there next
Sabbath.

‘These places, St. George, Mascarene and
Pennfield, were formerly united as a con-
gregation, and had a settled pastor among
them, but since they have been deprived of
regalar service, they have been considerably
dispersed. The old seem to be dishearten-
ed, and many of the young have united to
other denominations. Mr. Lawson labored
hard here last summer, and no doubt did
much to keep them together. The people
are extremely kind.  They are chiefly emi-
grants from the North of Ireland, and ap-
pear to me good material for the formation
of a Presbyterian congregation. This place
and the adjoining districts seem to me a
very interesting field of missionary opera-
tion. There is ample work fo- a Catechist
in addition to the services of Mr. Millen,
and I trast when another labourer comes,
he will be placed here. If Iam to remain
in New Branswick, 1 think I would like the
place for the last few months. In themean
time X shall go to Baillie. In the two weeks
during which I am allowed to remain here,
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I will be able to form a better idea of the
work and the prospects of the Preshyterian
cause; and after going to Baillie, I shall
report myself.

Submitting this rude sketch, and asking
an interest in your prayers,

1 remain, yours respectfully,
J. L.
Rev. P. G. McGrEGOR, |
Sec’y B. H. M. §

O P o
Omr Soreign RAlissions,

TRINIDAD MISSION.

Iere ViLrace, Arrir 20, 186S.

Rev. and Dear Brother,—~On Monday,
the 23rd March, Igave alesson tu three
Cuolie children on the door step, and went
up through the village in the afternovn
inviting others to send. Tuesday and Wed-
nesday we had four, Thursday five, Friday
twelve, and Saturday sixteen. On Sab-
bath we had 15 Coolig children in Sunday
School and 14 in Church. We have now
28 on the roll, but several of these are very
small and unly drop in now and then. Our
average attendauce is about 20, We began
with one hour a day; we now teach them
three hours.  Tiresvmne work it is at times,
and requiring a goud deal of tact and pa-
tience in this hot weather to manage twenty
wild little Coolies off the streets.  Between
the house and chapel stands a tree with a
bell suspended from one of its branches
The ringing of this bell calls to school.
With noise and shouting they come troop-
ing up the street and down the street, and
from under the cocoa-nut trees, into the
Church.  Sometimes they amuse us not a
little. Before you are aware one will
stretch himself at full length un the beach.
At first they used to get tired sitting on the
bench and propose to take the floor. Their
English is improving fast, but it is often
rather picturesque than saccurate. Thus
they often apply the word man to one ano-
ther.  Perhaps a boy is troublesome, and
another will say, « Massa, that boy is one
saucy man.” One day when the bell rang
only two or three children came. The first
salute of one of them was, * Massa, all man
no come.” Iasked the reason. The an-
swer was, “ Oneman sce one rat run under
2 house—all man go bunt.” Therat, how-
ever, made its escape, and in half-an-hour
the children came rushing into school.—
One morning there were but few in school,
and I set out at recess to hunt them up. I
found some of them naked while their
copras (clothes) were getting washed—others
professed not to have heard the bell. The

advice of one little fellow was this, “ Xnock
him hard Massa, @il man sunta (hear) all
man go come.” In the afternoon there
were 25. But to look at things more se-
riously. We have here Hindu and Moham-
medan children—boys and girls—muny of
them exceedingly apt, handsome, and intel-
ligent looking.  Very few of them will go
back to India. They have not yet the sign
of the false prophet or of heathenism upon
them, and we hope few of them ever will
have. The Mohammedans seldomn circum-
cise betore thirteen years of age, after the
example of Ishmael; and X think none of
our scholars are circumcised. Two or three
of them are baptized Roman Catholics.
Unless we can prevent it some of the Hindu
girls will probably be married within a
year and initiated into heathenism, and the
larger hoys may be initiated into Hinduism
at any time. 1t makes one serious to think
Jhuw much may depend upon the work of a
‘single year. Then these children are learn-
ing the vices of both heathens and nominal
christians. The first English the Coolics
learn seems to be the language of cursing—
so that all, Indian and Chinese, old and
young, curse and swear, and that in Eng-
lish. We have great trouble from this in
school. One will curse another’s mother,
which is a dreadful insult; and the other
will answer back with a blow, even in class.

We are teaching them to sing “ There
is a happy land,” &c¢., and several of them
know the story of Adam and Eve, and Cain
and Abel, and about Jesus Christ loving us
and dying for our sins. Some of them dress
very nicely, others are almost naked; but
we think there is an improvement in this
matter since they come to school.

Only two of the grown up people have
as yet been at public worship, and 1t is vcr{
little they can understand of an Englis
service. I go out among them and reed
the New Testament to them in their own
language. X generally read the beatitudes,
the Lord’s prayer, John iii. 16, and such
passages, aud Col. iii. 18 to 25.  There are
some of the beatitudes which always elicit
their commendation. John iii. 16 they as-
sent to, but I fear it is only out of polite-
ness to Sahib. Human nature is human
nature be it Scotch or Coolie. I have scen
husbands in Nova Scotia quote to their
wives Col. iii. 18, with peculiar satisfaction
This passage is easily understood, and I
was readit £ it last Sabbath to cight or ten
men ané women. When I read, « Wives
sabmit yourselve:,” &e., the men looked at
one another and at their wives, and began
to chuckle. T waited till they had_their
laugh out, aud then telling them to listen,
I read, “ Husbands love your wives,” &
The wives were immensely delighted at
this, and repeated it over aad over again,

aud expressed their satisfaction by saying,
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up people. Henry B. Darling, Esq., pro-

Achchha, massa, bahut achebha,—| 'ood,‘l
prictor of Lotleians estate, had a school for

master, very good.

One evening at 9 o’clock two Cooljgs’

came in great distress, “ Massn, Ynagss,
one Coolic man too sick. Him no sabby
talk.” I went with them, and found their
gtory only too true. On a caban lay a
gurony, hearty looking man, bnt utterly
speechless—unauble to utter a sound, much
less & word. ‘There were eight or ten peo-
ple in the room, and they all looked to me
to do something or the man must die. You
may imagine how perplexed I was, but there
was no time to be lost. Looking for divine
guidance I applied & mustard plaster to the
-throat and chest, for it was there the Qiffi-
culty was, and used such remedies as were
st hand. In about an hour he was able to
speak. At first he tried to tell them of
business matters, but they all deprecated
this, and told him to call upon Ram. And
then the chorus ran round the room, Ram,
Ram, Ram When I went in first oneman

gaid, ** God help him,” in English, and thus |

they speak to one ordinarily, so that the
heathenisme is disguised. But when in
gtreits they call upon Ram.

Four Coolies belonging to this village
were drowned by the upsetting of a boat a
fortnight ago, and when the news arrived
there was terrible lamentation. The female
relatives scemed frantic, the men stood
dumb—none crying or sobbing, but the
tears streamed down their grief stricken
faces. A careless crowd gathered around,
but their devout neighbours were beating
their breast and crying, “Hy! Hy! Hy!
Ram! Ram! Ram! God (Bagawand)
help us.”

It was somc time: before the sick man
would let me Jeave him, and T had to pro-
mise to come if I were called throngh the
mght.  The next day he was very grateful,
and 1 had an opportunity of speaking freely
to hin about Jesus Christ, and his won-
derful love and goodness.  He listened and
assented politely, 1 cannot say cordially.
Heprofesses to read in Nagari, and . romised
to come and get v gospel ; but he has not
fulfilied his promise. ‘To assent or promise
out of politeneds is a common cnough thing
among the Coolies.

One day a Coolie who could read brought
ont & manuscript book held to be sacred,
and read a passage quite freely. It wasan
account of Yxow Ram killed a devil who got
mto a man. A Coolie family lives opposite
our place, and & few Sundays ago ho bad
aparty preparing rice. After our congre-
gauon dispersed they were winnowing it
on the road side. And this may be seen
all throngh the village every Suuday. Thus
you sec heathenism, practical and avowed,
15 to be met with on every hand.

When the hurry of the crop season is a

———

some years, for the children of his Cuolies.
He sent to India for teachers, but they dGid
not succeed very well. From this and soma
other causes, the school has been given up
for a time. He has been very kind to us—
tuken an interest in our work—and given
us & number of hooks and maps which are
of great serviee in teaching the children,

During the past month the attendance of
Creoles at both Sunday School and church
has steadily increased.  Altogether we feel
encouraged.

Yours very sincerely,

Joux MonroN.

Tewe Vievace, May, 1868.

Rev. and Dear Brother,—The foregoing
account of a coolie marriage stands by
itself, that it may be conveniently disposed
of as you sce fit. I scarcely know what to
write. Little things occur from day to day
which may be interesting to you and your
friends. or to the church, but one feels lika
an cgotist in writing of them. Perhaps it
is best to scribble away and leave the rest
to you.

When reading to and addressing about 2
score of Coolies one Sunday afternoon, an
ald Cooliec man stepped forward, and, lay-
ing bave his breast, asked me to tell him
from that, and from my book, when he
would die. I explained to him that God
only knows that. The congregation gene-
rally assented, and some of them told him
to be silent and go away. As he did not,
bLut continued urging n-e, one man stepped
forward and told him, with the utmost gra-
vity, that he would dic to-morrow at 12
o'clock. At this the whole audience broke
out in peals of merry laughter.

April 24th—Opened conversation with a
number of Coolies, by the side of the road.
One produced s Nagari hook, zod read g
passage on the Exploits of Ram. He pro-
ceeded by way of question and gaswer, and
I had thus an opportunity of hearing their
notions, and stating to them the simple
truths of the gospel.  Some of them main-
tained the diversity of origin of the human
family. Like other illustrious philanthro-
pists, they scorned the thought that the
negro is of the same blood as themselves.
“As God make him one negro, and set him
monkey singe his hair, so ho creep all up.”
This I politely, but very decidedly, contra-
dicted ; and one of them got over the point
by laughingly saying, * Oh, Massa like
him own way.” We travelled over & num-
ber of points in theology and mythology in
a friendly way; when pressed they took up
some such guestion as this :—*All yon say
may bo true, and good for you, for you ara

little over, 1 hope'to have = class of grown ! Buckre men, or Creoles, and Christiaus,
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and have your bible ; but we are Hindus—
& different race—and have a bible and gods
of our own. Others—not at all sure abont
the question of race—seem to think it is
only a difference of language, ceremony and
custom.

The Mohurrum is called in Trinidad the
Hossee. This has probably arisen from the
Creoles, sceing the Coolies beating their
breast and calling out Hussan! Hossein!
This name is applied alike to the whole ob-
gervance and to the Tazzias carried in the
procession, and it has been umiversally
adopted by the Coolics About & month
is spent in getting the Hossees ready. The
festival, for it is that rather than a fast, lasts
ten days. Wherevera hossee is builtan altar
of mud is set by the house, and here flowers
and offerings are set, and during the first
ninedays companies gather during the even-
ing to play at sword exercise. This is their
great sport but it is dreaded by the better
thinking among the Hindus. Yor if one
has a grudge at” another he willinvite him
to play, and then watch his opportunity to
deal him a blow, sometimes breaking bones
or giving bruises that injure permanently.
The sticks have a guard for the hand and
are sewed in leather, and the player bears a
shield in his left hand ; still a smart player
can fell his antagonist. These gatherings
are always enlivened by the sound of the
tom tom often played by Creoles. The
Hossee day fell on Sunday, but it was post-
poned till Monday. With sound of drum
and shouting the Coolies assembled to carry
their Hossces—San Fernando heing the
headquarters for this district. About three
miles below this two main roads meet, and
here there was a general halt.  Before day-
Yight some of the Hossees met there, bat
could not agree as to which was to take
precedence.  About 7 o'clock they carried
the Hossees back to the Estates. After rest-
ing a few hours they again set out, and it
was 2} o’clock before the point was ar-
ranged and the procession passed on. Ahout
4 o’clock the grand procession reached San
Fernando. It had gathered volame and
strength at every road, and now over sixty
Hossees accompanied by at least foar, and
probatly as much as six thousand men filled
the strect and swept slowly onward towards
the wharf. First came a motley crowd,
among which were & number of men almost
paked—their bodics and faces painted like
tigers and other wild animals, and some of
them got up in imitation of the devil. These
had keepers who hold them in with heavy
chains. On front of the first Hossee two
men bore large semi-circular shields, highly
decorated, and kept constantly gyrating
end dancing, while a namber danced and
dexterously whirled their sticks to the
thunder of tom toms. The Hossees or
taggies are models of mosques, supposed to

represent the funcral chanel of Hosein.
They arc made of a framework of bamboo
splits covered with paper. A dozen of them
were small, carricd each by one man.
Some of them were at least thirty feet high,
in three or four stories, and one was drawy
onan ox, wagon. They are light = nd airy
in structure, with graceful galleries ang
gothic windows, and turrets crowned with
the crescent.  The paper used is often put
on with very good taste; and apart from
the model mosque, some exhibited a good
deal of ingenuity. One for instance was
wrought on the back of & horse, got up of
the same materials. Passing along in the
crowd it scemed to be really a horse in blue
and gold carrying a Hossee.  Another was
set in & model of a boat, with rowers, who
by the polling of strings mosed exactly as
if rowing. The rowers were Negrocs.
There was also the model of a negro woman
moved in the same way—and 22 coolic pull-
ing @ negro’s nose. The Hossees were
carried principally by Creoles hired for the
work. Quantities of rich gilt paper are
used, and some of these Hossees cust one
hundred dollars. ‘Thus thonsands of dolars
are cast into the sea. All the men carry
sticks six or seven feet long, and made of
the hardest wood. These sticks are in fact
clubs, one end being heavier than the other
and often armed with rings of iron.

As they moved down the street halting
fiequently, those around the Hossees kept
heating their breasts and crying Hussan!
Hossein! At length they rushed out of the
streets and along the wharf, which at Sar
Fernando is broad and open and clear ot
buildings, and then the Huttering liossces
were thrown into the sca. A boat witha
men in it lay in their way. They tossed
their hossees over with perfect indifference,
and at one time the man seemed in danger
of being crushed, or the boat upset.  If the
Hossees do not float away they sinash them
with their clubs. The first thus disposed
of, those who attended them, turn ther
faces homeward, shoulder their sticks and
march up the street and away gut of the
town. The others in turn do the same.
This prevents a crush at the wharf, and it
greatly lessens the likelihood of disturbance.
‘What a rare sight my parvishioners presen-
ted as they thus swept up the street at a
quick march! Stll they behaved very
well—more so than many an elcction pro-
cession does in Nova Scotin .

Were any one to injure a Hossee when it
is beiug carried, it would be as mach as his
life was worth. Assoon as they are thrown
into the sea all the negro boys set to work
and strip thom.

A number of policemen accompanicd the
procession. Their presence might chech
disturbance, and they might avail somewhs:
at the beginning of a fight, Lat in a genera.
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disturbance they world be helplessly over-
powered.

Nearly all the Hossees in the Naparimas,
north aud south, are carried to San Fer-
nando. Couva also used to come; but a
few years ago the question of precedence
between Couva and the Naparimas, led to a
fight, in which two men were killed. Since
that rime the IYossees are thrown into the
sca at Couva. A few are carricd to the
Mohammedan chapel at the upper end of
our village. This chapel was built by a
wealthy Coolie named Nagee, who has three
or four wives  His aim has bieen to get all
the Hosseesin the neighbouring  district
hrought to this place. For this purpose he
had a large pond dug behind the chapel to
throw them into. Unfortunately, a few

months ago a fine hoy was drowned in it,

fore him, he turned away from addressing
me to address it: « Fair, very, very fair,
Caleutta.”

Just then some Hindus came down the
strect, earrying on poles a canopy with four
idols under it. ‘Three were sitting up in a
row. Of these, the centre figure was Ram,
as might be expected.  Another was Sita,
the wife of Rum, with a large ring in her
nose such as many of the Hindu women
wear. The third was Lakshmau, said by
some te he the son of Ram, by others the
brother of Ram, which last is mythologi-
cally correct. There were gaudily painted
red, and blue and green. The fourth was
an ugly grinning creature lying in the
corner.  His body was covered with alight
crop of wool. Some said he was a monkey
and his name Haldhar. They set down

and the people then threw the water out of | their burden that I might seeit, and a crowd
it. Many of the Coolies dislike the arrange- | gathered avound. After they had answered
ment ; and two days before the hossee, one | my enquiries I began to rear . with them

of the rehels was at Nagee's store, and
words arose which led to blows, and Nugee

ed that he wounld nos recover. Nagee wos
carried to gaol, and lies there stll, awaiting
s wial.

I find that the ignorant Mohammedans
rezard Huossau and Hossein as gods. A

on their folly. They aditted that no mae
had seen God and that all things were made
by him, and T asked them how then could
a man make God or even an image of Him
when he bad no body. The answer of
most of them was, “1don’t know.” The
bearers then lifted their burden on their
shonlders and moved away—Four men

fable generally recetved, is that their mother
lamented their death very much, and that
God promised that they would come back
ten davs every year, and that they do so. t

carrying four Gods. T then addressed the
crowd, several of them lnughingly said it
was all nonsense * One lazy man get one
parson man to make ’em. He carry ’‘em
There is 2 room in the corner of the chapel | Hossee and make money. Every person
here, for their accommaodation, where offer- ; see bim must pay one piece,” (5¢). One
meas are left for them. I have ncver met | man said they were made after the idea of
with this story in print. By consulting { others that had been made before.  Yasked
some good work on India, such as, Trevor’s | him who made the first and how he could

hacked him with a cutlass until it was fear- t
|
!

*India, its Narives and Missions,” yoa will
sec how far the Hossce here corresponds
with the Mohurram there.

The Sunday afternoon before the Hossee, |
I accosted a voung Coolic, as he walked 4
sadly past the house. He scemed surprised |
and pleased when I addressed him and 4
shook hands with him. He bas Leen four |
months i Trinidad, and has neither father,
mother, brother, or sister here. It was
very touching to see how his face lit up,
and his eye hedewed with moisture, jot
sparkled with interest as he spoke of Cal-
cutta. 1 have met in the wilds of New
Brunswick, half a mile from any road, in a
iog cabin surrounded with burat land and |
swmps, people from Scotland, and I re-
member still the touchingly tender toues in |
which thev spoke of their native place, the
Fnth of Forth :—* Oh, sir, it is a bonny, ‘
bonny place, with its green, green hills, and
the Forth sa fine and pretty,—no ava like '
this.” But T felt far more touched by the 4
expression of this poor Coolie . “ Caleutia |
&t Salub—Achehha bhalint, baliat Achchha
Caleutta ¢ Caleutta, Q, Sir,”—and then
23 1f the fair vision of his country rose be-

make forms of God whom no man had
seen or could sce—who had no form but
was an infinite Spirit.  This puzzled him,
and he fell hack on the common answer,
*Idon’t know.” All spoke of their gods
without the least reverence or respect.

It is too soon to speak of results; we are
only sowing seed and must wait in faith till
by tbe blessing of God it grow and ripen.
We are as nothing, when we think of the
work. ‘The field is very wide, other laborers
aro much wanted; our hope is, that the
Synod at its first meeting may sce its way
clear to send another missionary. And as
the work is not to he accomplished by
human might or strength, prayer, faithful
and fervent, must be offered continually by
the charch till the Lord our God arisc and
bless us.

The average attendance at the school
during the past week was over twenty-two,
and we have the pmspect of several new
scholars shortly. They attend Sunday
School and some of them frequently come
to public worship. So far as Tam aware,
no difficnity hes been raised on the ground
of the religious instruction imparted.
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We have had heavy showers lately, and
within a fortnight the wet season may be
expeeted fully tosit in  The Coolies in
this village have all their lands heautifully
cleaned, and are already heginning to sow
their rice.  This has affected our school
during the last two days and it may be
necessary to change our hours.

People here have shewn s much king-
ness and taken a lively iutevest in our work.
‘The Governor’s lady visited us, when gucst
at a neighbouring estate, and Ilis Excel-
lency sent a cheque for oue huudred dollars.
The enclosed accounts speak for themselves.
You will sce see therefrom how much we
are indebted to Rev. Geo. Lambert and bis
spirited little congregation. With respect
to the donations I way wmention that o
number of them were altozether unsolicited.
The others were drawn out hv the sugwes-
tion of Mr. Lambert, that fiiends of the
Coolies there should enconrage the Chuveh
of the Lower Provinces in some such way.
All protestant donominations gave, and
there are several Roman Catholics on the
list. .
Yours very sincerely,

Jous Monrox.

P. S.—You will notice that the account
shows an expenditure at least 50 per cent
above the first estimate. Friends here ad-
vised this as the only true economy, and
assured us thatin case the premises were
not patched, but put in good order help could
morc cheerfully be given. The assurance
has been made good. The house consists
of a parlor or West Indian hali, a dining
room, two bedrooms, one serving as a study,
asmall gallery and a pantry.  ‘The kitchen
and servants room are in a separate build-
ing. The house and church are hoth
covered with galvanized iron. The price
of lumber and other matcrials—cartage &e.,
shows how short a distance money goes
here.

Be kind enongh to credit Iere Village
eongregation with $30, Nova Scotia cur-
rency for Foreign Missions.  Tho’ deducted
in the account, to show the balance to be
paid to my account, it is not to be identified
with the contributions for building.

NEW HEBRIDES MISSION.

Fourth Annual Report
Of the Voyages of the Mission Ship ** Day-
spring” among the New Hebrides 4
and Loyalty Islands, 1867.

In addressing the supporters of the Day-
spring as the labours of another year are
drawing to a close, we feel happy tv say
that we have little or nothing to recurd, 1n
connection with the vessel, but what is en-
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couraging, and calculated to draw forth
expressions of thankfulness and gratitude
to God.

The Dayspring remained in Melhourne
last y ear as her head-quarters in the colonies
A deep interest was taken there in her work
by the friends of these missions, and great
activity was displayed to secure her support
and promote her efficiency. Owing to a
long continuance of light and unfavourahble
windg, she had a tedions passaze to the
islands, and it was the 1st of June before
she reached Aneiteum, her head guarters
when in these seas ; however, she has been
most actively employed since,

During the present season the Dayspi-ing
has made five voyages among the is'ands of
the New Hebrides, and three voyages
among the Loyalty islands. She also made
a visit to Numes, in New Caledonia. Her
voyazes in the New Hebrides this year did
notextend beyond Fate or Sandwich Istand.
It was arranged that one of her voyages
should extend to Shepherd’s Island, Am-
brim, and Santo ; but circumstances, to
which allusion shall afterwards be made,
prevented this arrangement from being car-
ried out.

After the loss of the John Williams wes
known in Sydney, the agent of the London
Missionary Socicty sent down an applica.
tion, requesting the services of the Duyspring
to visit their missions in Eastern Poly nesia.
Owing to the state of the New Hebrides
Mission, and the condition of the vessel, it
was found impracticable to comply with
this request this year; but a minute was
passed at our annual mecting, placing the
services of the vessel at the disposal of the
Tondon Missionary Society for some months
next year, it required.

TRIALS OF THE YEAR.

This has been another year of severe trial
to the New Hebrides Mission. Early in
the year dysentery brokeout on Tann4, and

. spread over a great part of the island; a

considerable number died, and, as usual,
there arvsc among the Tanncse a fecling
very antagomistic to Christianity. InJune,
hooping-cough appeared on Ancitcun., it
was brought to the island by one ur two
trading vessels. It was very severe on
children and erown up people of feeblo
health.  Cousiderably more than a hundred
died, cither of hooping-cough or of its
sequele. On Erromanga an epidemic re-
sembling diphtheriz broke out in August,
and proved very fatal, both among the
Christinn and the heathen natives.  The
heathen beeame excited and hostile, and
threatened the lives of the missicharies
For ncarly two months the mission premises
had to be watched and guarded night npd
day. It was feared that the missionzrics
might have to flee for their lives, and lcave
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the island; but, by the favour of Divine
Providence, owing to the frequent visits of
the Dayspring, they were able to remain at
their posts, and the crisis was safely tided
aver—a matter of great importance in the
present state of that island. A similar epi-
demic appeared on Mare, but in a much
milder form. COn Fate therc have been
difficulties of a different character to contend
with. Mr. Morrison has heen doing all in
his power to extend Christianity among the
heathen iribes around him. In the end of
Jast venr there seemed to be a favourable
opening at Xrtab, a village to the east of
Erakor. Yor a considerable time parties of
Christians went every Sabbath to conduct
public worship, and converse with the
people. Bat while this was goingon
plot was laid by a party of the heathen, and
a young man from Krakor, one of these
evangelists, was murdered. This not only
arrested all evangelistic cfforts in that di-
rection, but it requived all Mr. Morrison’s
tact aud prudence to prevent soveral tribes
rushing into war to take revenge for the
murder. N
ENCOURAGEMENTS.

But notwithstanding these severe trials
there has been much to encourage us during
the past year ; the Mission, as a whole, con-
tinnes steadily to advance. To commence
with Ancitcum. Although two severe epi-
demics have passed over the island in such
rapid succession, the first cutting off so
many of the strong, the second so muny of
the voung,—although this year so many
parcnts have been written childless. and
laid their dearest carthly hopes in the dust,
yet there has been no going back to heathen-
ism, no special murmuring or repining ;
the spirit of the people, as a whole, has been
that of Job, when he said, * The Lord gave,
and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be
the name of the Lord.” During the past
year nearly eighty new members have been
admitted into the fetlowship of the Church
hy the two missionaries. And that the
interest of the people in behalf of the Mission
is as lively as ever, has heen shown not only
in all rthe usnal ways, but was brought out
very distinetly on an occasion to which we
shall briefly refer.  When the Dayspring
returned from the Loyalty Islandsin Oc-
toher, it was found, on examination, that
her foremast was so much decayed that it
would he dangerous to proceed to sea till it
was replaced by a new one. No time was
lost: a tree was selected in the forest, cut
down, and rough hewed; the natives near
the harhour rendered willing assistance;
but the hringing of it out to the shore was
the mnsr formidable undertaking. On the
Friday. messengers were sent to the prina-
pal chiefs and teachers ; early on Mondav
morning the whele island was in a state of

excitement; by noon 300 of the most
athletic men on Anciteum were on the
spot; every village had sent its quota;
ropes were supplied from the vessel ; and
in two hours the log was dragged by sheer
force neerly two miles, from the mouirtain
gorge where it was felled, to the sea-shore.
It was then floated and towed to the harhour
in the space of other two hours. The work
done by the natives was equal to a saving
of £50 to the vessel ; the mast in its rough
state woald have cost that sum in Australia,
while the promptitude and the heartiness
with whiea the work was done greatly en.
hanced its value. In less than three weeks
from the time the vessel came into the
harbour her repairs were all completed, and
she was away on another voyage. It is
questionable if in cither Sydney or Mel-
bourne the work would have been done in
less time.

COXMMERCE AT ANEITEUM.

An incipient commerce is also spiinging
up on Aneitcum. About 4000 lbs. of cot~
ton, mastly fine Sea Island, and about 2000
lbs. of arrow root, have been exported this
year. Another expert will ere long be
added to the list: the trees in one of the
mission gardens this season produced up-
wards of 10,000 oranges, and orange trees
are fast spreading over the island.  One of
the trading establishinents on Ancitewm has
a large whaling party every year. ‘This
scason there were five boats ont, aud these
were nearly all manned with Aneitean and
Mare natives, and they proved most expert
and successful whalers.

FOTUNA.

On Fotuns the natives have been quiet,
but have not evinced much interest as yet
in the Gospel. Mr. and Mrs. Copeland
linve been applying themselves with great
diligence to the language and other prepa-
ratory labours, the fruits of which will
doubtless appear in due time. This isa
very healthy island; the natives appear to
have little sickness, and the epidemices that
have heen so deadly on other islands have
not visited Fotuna. We look forward to
the mission on this island with very favour-
able hopes.

ANIWA.

When Mr. and Mrs, Paton settled on
Aniwa a movement highly favourable to
Christinnity had commenced, their settle-
ment, therefore, was very opportune, and
they have carried forward the movement to
a highly satisfactory issue. Neariy the
whole ropulation profess Christamty, and
the st+*e of the mission continues encourag-
ing: the mission premises and the church
exeite the admiration of all who visit the
island.
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ERROMANGA.

When the Dayspring made her first visit
to Erromanga this year, the heathen natives
were fighting among themselves to a great
extent over the island, but there was no
hosttle feelings towards Christianity, and
the Christians were living unmolested.
Mr. Gordou has translated good portions of
hoth the Old and New Testaments into the
Erromangan language. He had also had
two voung men, natives of Santo, brought
to him by the captain of a trading vessel,
Thess two youths had resided with him
for several months : he had acquired some
knowledge of their language; imparted to
them a goud deal of rehgious instruction,
and prepared a small elementary book in
the language of Santo. He was desirous
to take the lads home to Santo himself in
the Dayspring, and through them to get
introduced to their people, and if the open-
ing was favourable, tv stay some months
among them. But owing latterly to the
state of rrormanga and the other islands, it
was agreed 10 postpone this visit till next
vear.

FATE.

On Fate also there is much to encourage.
Mkr. and Mrs. Morrison have been labouring
assiduously in instructing the converts at
Errakor. Mr. Morrison, with  party of
Christian natives, made an interesting visit
to & powerful cannibal chief in the interior
of the island, a man who is a terror in the
land of the living : the party was well re-

ceived, and the visit has since been returned. |

Mr. Morrison has also been doing a good
deal in preparing translativns. At Pango,
Mr. and Mrs. Cosh have met with a very
promising and cncouraging reception, and
are applying themselves to the acquisition
of the langunge, and other labours, with
areat energy and dilizence. Theattendance
upon pullic worship at this station con-
tinues otill to inerease.  On the west end of
the island there is a great demand for
teachers, and five new teachers and their
wives, onc a Rarotuigau, and four Aneiteu-
mese, have been sent to their assistanco.

VISIT OF THE “ FALCON.”

In the end of July 1. M S. Fealcon,
Captain Blake, visited Aneitcam. Tanna,
and Fate. Captain Blake’s chicef object in
visiting this gronp was to inquire into the
outrages committed by natives on the
captain and crew of the Mary Iris, and b
natives of Mau, a small island to the north
of Fate, on the Curlew and the Kate.
acted a kind and considerate part towards
<hie missionaries on Fate, and took nosteps
till he consulted with them as to how his
procecdings were likely to affect their safety
and usefulness. On the other hand, Mr.
Morrison, by his knowledge of the language

He ,

and people, greatly facilitated Captain
Blake’s inquiries, and aided in sccuring the
irterests of both humanity and justice.
He prevented an innovent man fron: being
punished as a murderer; aud by his acting,
as interpreter, Captain Blake heard all that
the natives had to say on their own behalf,
The chief of Mel affirmed that !'ivee or four
natives ot Mel had recently beun Lilled, by
white men, or died of the crucl treatment
which they had received from these, in
whose employment they hiad been working,
and that it was to revenge this which led
them to kill the four white men, and take
the vessel. Captain Blake tovk down all
the evidence, and said that he would not
punish them, but would report to his
superior officer, and the case would be
further inquired into. When the Falcon
went to Man the conduct of the natives was
so menacing that Captain Blake considered
it necessary to make a demonstration of
force, by firing shells into the island. Itis
reported that several were killed, but we
have not learned full particulars.

The French have evidently their eyes
still upon this group. At the time the
Falcon was here a French man-of war visited
Tanna and Fate, the captain of which used
all his efforts to persuade the inbabitants of
Fil, the chief harbour in Fate, to ceept of
the French flag, but without success.

ANNUAL MEETING.

The Annual Meecting of the New Hebrides
Mission was held on Ancitenm, in Septem-
ber. All the missionaries and their wives
| met together at this tune, cxcept Mr. and

Mrs M’Nair, who could not leave Erro-
; manga on account of the epidemic prevail-
ing among the natives, They felt the more
unwilling to leave their statiun as they had
retarned to Erromanga only in June, having
spent the hurricane months on Auciteum.
A deputation was alsu present from the
Loyalty Islands Mission. Mr. Neilson’s
appointment of last year to Fate was res
cinded, and he was appointed to Port Reso-
lation, Tanna, as being a more open and
prepared station than the other. Such was
the impression at the meeting, but on Mr,
Neilson proceeding thither to be located, a
portion of the heathen interpused a decided
veto on his settlement. It was good fur the
Aneiteam teachers to stay, they said, but
they did not wish a missionary. It was
; considered inexpedient to_press the settle-
ment, and hence Mr. and Mrs Neilsun pro-
ceed to Fata to occupy Mr. Morrison's
, station till the return of the Daysring.
; Mr. and Mrs. Morrison obtained leare to go
up to the colonies this year, partly on ac-
count of Mr. Morrison’s health, and partly
to carry some translations through the
| press.
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CAPTAIN FRABER,

It was felt to be simply an act of justice
to Captain Fraser to raise his salary from
£150 to £200 a-year. Moreover, as he has
been now four years in the service of the
Mission, the missionaries felt desirous to ex-
press their individual appreciation of his
services by presenting him with some per-
sonaltestimonial. Accordingly the brethren
of both missions agreed to contribute ten
shillings each ; and they appointed the three
missionaries who are proceeding to the
colonies, to purchage some suitable article
for a testimonial and present to Captain
Fraser, in the name of the brethren of the
two missions. T'his year, as formerly, the
missionaries have been highly satisfied with
the obliging disposition and cxemplary
conduct of both the officers and crew of the
Dayspring.  Captain Fraser has always
displayed great care in the selection of his
men.

LOYALTY ISLANDS.

The Annual Meeting of the Loyaly
Islands Mission was held in October, on
Wea. All the missionaries were present,
also a deputation from the New Hebrides
Mission. At this meeting, as well as as
the New Hebrides meeting, & minnte was
passed to the effect, that, while deoply
sympathising with the London Missionary
Saciety un necount of the loss of the Jokn
Williams, it is respectfully suggested for
the consideration of the Directors, whether,
in the altered circumstances of the times, it
wounld not be a more economical arrange-
ment, as well as in many respects more suit-
able, to have a smaller vessel, say of about
150 tong, to be employed exclusively for
their missions in Eastern Polynesia, leaving
their missions in Western Polonesia to be
served solely by the Dayspring.

Mr. M’Farlane obtained leave for himself
and his family to visit the colonies this year.
Among other objects My. M’Farlane wagap-
pointed by the meeting to bring the claims
of the Dayspring hefore the Congregational
Churches in Australia.

RESTRICTIONS OF THE FRFNCH

On the Loyaity islands the mission iy
steadily advancing. Both on Mare and
Lifu there is an institution for the training
of vative teachers on both islands. The
restrictions imposed by the French have
been considerably relaxed. On Mare,
Messrs Creagh and Jones have finished the
revision of the New Testament, and Mr,
Jones has heen appointed to proceed w
Englane to carry a new edition through the
press. He and his family, as well as Mr.
M'Farlane and his family, go up to Sydney
w the Dayspring  On Lifu, Messrs
M’Farlane and Sleigh have nearly com-
pleted the translation of the New Testa-

ment. On Wea, Mr. and Mrs Ella have
heen prosceuting their Iahours with gren:
diligence and much encouragement, not-
withstanding very formidable difficulties.
On Wea, Romanism has been exceedingly
active and bitter, The Protestant chiefs
have been deposed, and Popish chiefs of
inferior rank have heen raised to the chief
authority, and the Protestants have been
persecuted and annoyed in every possible
way ; but in the face of all this the half of
the population are Protestant, and their
numbers are still increasing.  An elegant
and commodious mission-house and church
attest at once the skill and diligence of the
missionary, and the hearty attachment of
the converts. Many pressing invitatione
have come across to the missionaries on the
Loyalty Islands from the natives of New
Caledonin for missionaries and teachers ;
but every application on the part of the
brethren there to be allowed to comply with
these invitations has been met by & firm
denial on the part of the French authorities.
The Farl of Shaftesbury, in his opening
address at the Annual Mecting of the
British and Foreign Bible Society, in May
last, said he was anxious to impress npon
their minds the debt they owed to the In-
perial Government for the large amount of
liberty and privilege which had been accor-
ded to them in connection with the ¢ Hall
to be devoted to religious purposes, based
upon a Protestant foundation. Everything
has heen done,” he said, “ that can do
honour to religious liberty.” The illustni-
ous Guizot said to him in private, and also
in his public disconrse, * This is the greatest
triuraph of religious liberty that has been
achieved in Europe for the last two centries.”
But, alas{!! New Caledonia is far from Paris.
Religious liberty, though strong at the
centre of the empire, is still feeble at the
extremities. Here, at the antipodes, it is
Rome, not France, that is supreme; it is
the spirit of the Vatican, and not of the
Tuileries, that is the moving power; it 1s
the policy of Antonelli, not of Napoleon
I11., that is still in the ascendant. But of
this we are certain, it will not be so always.
“A king shall reign in righteousness.”
¢ Jesus shall reign wher’er the sun ™’ ete.

DIFFICGLTIES OF THE NEW HEBRIDES
MISSION. CLIMATE.

But the New Hehrides Mission has per-
hapy snll graver difficulties to contend with.
There is, fitst, the climate. It is, so far as
we know, the least healthy of any group of
islands in these seas on which missionaries
have been established. If the laws of life
are verv carefully attended to, a fuir average
measure of he-1th may be enjoyed, but dicse
laws cannot be trifled with as they may be
elsewhers, There is in general nothing
specially deadly in the climate : it kills by
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inches, rather than suddenly; malaria,
more or less viralent, continuslly invests all
the low districts of most of the islands, and
is tost injurious in dry warm seasous. The
preseice of this malarie has never once
been discovered by any one of the five senses,
It walks the carth as invisible as the Bvil
On: bimself. Tt cleaves to the ground: it
cannot live on the ocean: hence men are
safe till they touch vur shores. It reqaires
the four principal elements of the ancients
—earth, air, heat, and moisture,—for its
production ; yct it cannot be detected by the
most skilful and delicately couducted chemi-
cal analysis, although from its cifects—
various forms of well marked discases,
chiefly fever and ague, and milder forms of
intermittent fevers,—its existenge is as cer-
winly known as the cxistence of moral
depravity is ascertained by the degrading
heathenism which prevails on every one of
these uuchristianised islands.

DEGRADATION AND SIN OF THE PEOPLE.

Another difficulty arises from the low and
degraded condition of the natives, and the
smallness of the tribes. It is on account of
the first that human life is so little valued;
and on account of the second that the power
of the chiefs, where they are disposed to
protect life, so very limited. It has been
chiely from these two causes that our
mission statious have been so often broken
up.

LANGUAGE.

A third permanent source of difficulty is
the diversity of languages in the group.
There are, perhaps, more languages spuken
on the New Hebrides than in the whole of
Europe.  On almost every island there isa
different language spoken ; in some islands
two. Nor are these meve dialectic differen-
ces. In the first place, the languages be-
long to two totally distinet families, the
Malay 2nd the Papuan—tihie Papuan greatly
predominates ;—aund whilca common origin,
a common family likeness can be traced
through all its dialects, yet, for all practical
purposes, thev are like totally different
langaages. The languages spoken on the
six svathern islands of the group occupied
by the mission are as different from one
another as Xnglish, Gaelic, French, and
German. .

On these, as well as on other accounts,
we find the services of the Dayspring more
and more important every year, both for
the safety and success of the mission. It
was to the presence of the Dayspring, three
years ago, enabling us to take advantage of
a favoaratle juncture, that we are indebted,
undcr providence, for the favourable state
of Aniwa to-day. But for the repeated
visits of the Dayspring, most probably the
Erromangan Mission might have been
broken up during the late epidemic, and

the labours of years again cast to the winds,

But with all these difficulties there is
much that is encouraging in the group,
Wherever missionary efforts have been con-
tinuously put forth for a suffivient length
of time the results have been satisfactory;
and wherever the natives have lLeen Chris-
tinnized, their capacity, and disposition,
aud character, have greatly exceedud expec-
tations. In another document we have
called attention to the carrying away of
natives from this group, and heace we pags
over that subject here.

DAYSPRING.

At our annual meeting this vear it was
decided that Meclbourne should be the head-
quarters of the Dayspring when she goes up
to the colonies. Sydney has many advant-
ages over Melhourne for this purpose ; but
in weighing all the circumstances of the
case, it was agreed to fix wpon Melbourne,
Qur arrangements are, that the vessel should

.be out of the tropics during the hurricane

months, which extend from the middie of
Decembertill the end of March ~ Shestays
in the islands as long as it is considered
safe, and should leave the colonies as soon
as the equinoctial gales are over. She will
remain fully two months in Melbourne, re-
ceive the necessary repairs, be exhibited to
the public when it may be considered expe-
dient to do so; supplies hoth for the vessel
and the missionaries will be procured, and
she will he in readiness to leave at the ap-
pointed time. This year, 1 addition to her
ordinary expenditure, she will require to be
coppered anew. This will cost about £500,
and for this sum we must draw upoun the
shareholders—sixpence a-picce extra from
cach would cover the whole. Her expen-
ses are necessarily heavy, for, except the
two months orso that she lies in the colonies,
she is constantly sailing; she has always
more or fewer mission families or mission-
aries on bourd, and generally a number of
natives; and she has no returns to meet
this expenditure  But it has been the ob-
jeet of all connected with the vezael to keep
down her expenses to the lowest figire that
is consistent with the safety and etticiency
of tho vessel.
FINANCIAL.

We have nothing startling, nothing sen-
sational, to relate, to call forth special sym-
pathy, or excits unusual interest in her
behalf.  We rest our claims solely on your
sense of duty to God, and to the perishing
heathen. Withaliberality rarcly paralleled
in the circumstances, you hought the vessel
at first, and have now kept lLer afluat for
four years; and we confidently trust that
you will abate nothing in the rate of your
form r contributions. Our income this
year has not equalled our expenditure;
there has been s falling off in several of the
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colonial Churches; but we hope this will
ot he permanently the case; in one ortwo
casr s satisfactory explanations have been
fur) ished, and a hope held out of more
liberal support for the future. The Day-
spring is an agency admirably adapted for
xﬁe work in which she is employed. God,
in ITis providence, has carefully watched
over her in all her movements.  Saving the
ordinary effects of tear and wear, she isstitl
as sea-worthy as when she was launched.

While we have hatl great veason to re-
joice in the liberality displayed everywhere
by the friends of the Dayspring in contri-
buting to her support—and for this we
tender them our heartfelt thanks,~—there is
one point to which we wish to call thewr
gpecial attention, and that is, that their
contributions be forwarded in due time.
Almost every yvear the Dayspring has been
detained longer or shorter from want of
funds at the time, to fither out for her year’s
lahour. ‘This delay is felt much by the
missionaries, and curtails the vessel’s period
of working time. Moreover, she cannot
sail at all till she is fully fitted out for the
season ; she cannotsail at all with only half
her complement of men, or only half her
requisite supplies ; neither can she go to
sea in debt, that would sink her at once;
nor can her expenditure be reduced belowa
certain point; so that, unless she is fully
and promptly supported, we lose her alto-
gether ; and one or two Churches failing in
theiv part may destroy much, if not the
whole, of the benclits provided by the
prompt liberality of others. Itis a law in
mechanies that the strength of a chain is
not greater than that of the weakest link;
similar to this is the support of the Day-
spring ; it is not more certain, as a whole,
than it is rendered by the aid of the weakest
Charches.  For the last two years the
Churches in Nova Scotin, Scotland, and
Victoria, connected with this mission, have
fully recognized their pledges to raise as
follows :—Victoria, £500 a-ycar, and the
other two Churches, £250 each. These are
now religble links in our chain, and we are
most desirous that the Supreme Courts of
the other Presbyterian Churches in Aus.
tralia ané New Zeland would pledge them-
gelves to a similar proportion, there would
theu be an equality and a certainty.

CLOSE.

In conclusion, we would earnestly, but
respe-rfally, call the attention of nunisters,
superintendents of Sabbath Schools, and
others, who interest themsclves in hehalf ot
the Dayspr ing, to this point, that their con-
tributions be forwarded to their respective
keasurers in due time. As it is highly
prohable thet the Dayspring will have to
visit Eastern 2olynesianext year, to supply,
% far as possible, the loss of the Jolzz

Williams, her early eqonipment is par.icu-
larly important. We have endeavoured to
turn the services of the Dayspring to the
hest account in our power. 'We are en-
deavouring still to do the same, and we
trust you will sustain us in our cfforts.
 Let us not be weary in well-doing; for in
due season we shall reap, if we faint net.”
¢ Cast thy bread upon the waters ; for thou
shalt find it after many days.” Especially
do we solicit a continued interest in your
prayevs, publie, private, and seeret, that the
Lord may so pour out His Spirit upon us;
so protect, bless, and prospcr all the agencies
employed in the mission, that Christinnity
may speedily take the place of heathenism
throughout these groups; that these isles
may all wait for Hislaw; that the multitude
of these isles may rejoice, and that all thess
Ethiopians may stretch out their hands
unto God.

Abstract Statement of the accounts of the
Missionary Brigt. Dayspring, 186i-7.
RECEIPTS.

Rec'd by Rev. Dr. Steel, 8ydney, from
New South Wales . ........£159 13

Do. do. from Tasmania
per Revd. Dr. Nicolson,.... 80 0
Do. do. from N. Zealand 111 16

Do. Rev. D. M'Donald, Melbourne,
from Victorin, «..cc.voann. 469 1
do. from S. Australia 86 11
do.  from Tasmania.. 713
Reformed Presbyterian Church,
Seotland .. .o voviieniiien.. 2500
Presbyterian Church, Lower
250 0
per Rev. J. G. Paton......... 1312

Prov. Brit. North America. ...
Borrowed from Native Teachers’ Fund,
Balance due to treasurers.. .. . .... 28710
£1833 8 4

a0 O © ocwvn NO o

DISBURSEMENTS.

Expenses of sailing the Dayspring for one year,
JSrom October 31, 1866, till October 31, 1867, viz:

Wages......... .£669 13 6
Insurance. ... .. 180 0 0
Supphes...oovenn.. - 469 8 4
Running Expenses.. . 198 4 6
Repairs ....... L2171
—— £1748 13 &

Total expenses for 1309:
Incidental Expenses:~

Balance due to treasurers,
Oct 31,1866. . £ 2516 ¢
Printing roports, adver-

tising, postage.&e..... 5818 7
% postag 8141
Total £1833 8 4

We have examined the vouchers of the above ac-
counts, and have found them correct.

(Signed) JOoHN GEDDIE,
JonnN Ixauis,

Aneiteum, N. Hebrides, Oct. 31, 1867.

} Auditors.
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Other Rlissions,

Foreign Missions of the United
Presbyterian Church.

The Rev. Dr. Somervitipe read the
following outline of the foreign missionary
operations :—

JaMarca.—We have twenty-four con-
gregations in Jamaicaand two in the Grand
Caymanas. The two latter have been
vacant for more than two years, and have
not given any return. The Table of sia-
tistics shows tha. the twenty-four congre-
gations in Jamaica admitted 176 during the
year, have 4582 members, being o decrease
of 156, and 483 candidates, or 13 more than
the preceding year.  In eight congregations
there has been an increase in the member-
ship, in fourteen a loss, und in two the num-
bers are the same.  There are 308 Sabbath
classes, having an attendance of 3482 adults
and children, and 306 teachers, heing in re-
gard to the number of classes, scholars. and
teachers, an advanceof 1866. It has been
matter of gr:at gratitude and joy to the
brethren of this mission, that the home
church has appointed the second Sabbath
of each month as & time for speeial and
simultaneous prayer on hehalt of the Home
and Foreign Missions of the Church, and
feel it to be a great privilege to unite with
them in that all-important engagement,
trusting in the Lord’s exceeding great and
precions promises, and relying on His all-
sufficient grace,

Trixipap.~—In Trinidad, where the
Popish religion is dominant, where the
peopleare grossly ignorant and superstitious,
and where, consequently, it is difficult to
make progress, we have three congregations,
the returns from which show that the ag-
gregate membership is 178, that 19 were
admitted during the year, that there are 231
Sabbath scholars, with 28 teachers, and that
the sum raised for all purposes was £703,
14s. 5d., £470 of it being given by Port of
Spain congregation of 90 members.

Orp CaraBar.—This mission has five
stations at which the gospel is preached
each Lord’s dsy, in the native tongue, to
considerably more that 1200 persons.
Numerous meetings are held during the
week for instruction and prayer, and every
means are used that seem fitted to interest
and improve the people. ‘T'here are three
native churches—Creck Town, Duke Town,
and Ikorofiong—with 71 members, 15
having heen added by baptism during the
year, and 49 candidates. There are cight
week-day schools, three of them in rural
districts, attended by fully 300 children,
where religious instruction is carefully im-
parted. Eight of the natives, two of whom

are ordained elders, are now employed in
day school teaching, two having voluntarily
given up trading, in which, in pecuniarj-
point of view, they were doing well, in order
to devote themsclves entirely to mission
work. Several natives conduct elasses also
on the Sabbath day, and fourteen of the
members of Creck Town church itinerate
between the hours of divine service among
their countrymen. Besides several religious
treatises, tracts, and a supply of school-
books, all in the native tongue, the whole
Bible and the first part of the Pdyrim's
Progress in Efik will soon be in circulation.

It is with great pleasare that we now -
state that the printing of Mr. Robb’s Efik
translation of the Old Testament, which
has been going on since January 1867, is
now completed, and that the National Bible
Soviety of Scotiand have been at the ex-
pense of printing and stercotyping it, and
of inding the first edition of 500 copics.

CarrrARIA.—The two principal events
of the year in reference to this mission are,
thet the Rev. Messrs. Girdwood and
Davidson have arvived on the field and
begun their Iabours, and that two new
stations have been formed beyond the Kei
—one among the Fingoes, and one in the
country of Kreli. In April 1867 the Rev.
John Sclater removed to the Mbulu, gained
the friendship of the seven Fingoe chicfs;
arranged, with the aid of two or three
native evangelists, to have the oospel
preached cach Sabbath at five different
places; formed asession of five olders, elected
by the members; and, as the minister of
Paterson station, dispensed the communion
amid flowing tears, the people rejoicing
that the gospel had followed them into their
new inland homes. He has 61 members and
30 candidates. At i{lenderson, the Rev.
Mr. Chalmers has, with the assistance of
four native evangelists and a teacher, been
assiduously conducring missionary opera-
tions. ‘The Rev. J. F. Cumming, who has
laboured for more than thirty years at Gle-
thorn in the colony, and been instrumental
there in doing much good, has been directed
to go to the Emgawali, and work there along
with Mr. Davidson.

RaJpooTana, 1N Inpra.—This mission,
which was begun in 1860, is situated in the
British province of Ajmere and Mairwara,
about 600 miles duc north of Bombay.
The province has about 400,000 inhabitants,
and it is surrounded by native Raypoo
states, into which there seems to be free
access, peopled by several millions, all des-
titute of the gospel. The mission has 6
ordained agents, 2 medical missionarics, an
English evangelist, 6 native cvangelists,
and nearly 60 day school teachers. It has
five stations—four in the British province,
and one in the large city of Jeypore, the

capital of the native provinee of that name,
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where, last year, a small church has been
formed of six native converts. All the
agencies—hazaar preaching, personal in-
struction, itinerating, and day school teach-
ing—have been during the year steadily
carried on. The experience, like that in
cvery mission, has been chequered ; but the
encouragements predominate. Since the
mission was opened, about 30 converts have
been baptized, 10 having been added to the
list during the past year. Severai of these
converts are persons of high Brahminical
rank and good education, and some of them
are now preaching the gospel, and are
otherwise aiding efficiently in the work of
the mission. There are 59 town and vil-
lage day schools, where religious instruc-
tion 15 carcfully given, attended by upwavds
of 2000 children, and the progress of the
scholars is said to be encouraging. Several
portions of the New Testament, catechisms,
hymns, and tracts, printed in Marwari,
Hindi, and Urdu, have been issued from
the lithographic prese; while the gospel
was, in the cool season, widely preached in
the districts around the stations, the mis-
sions meeting everywhere ready audiences.

We pass over Ningpo, Algiers, and the
continent of Europe, on the two last named
of which wo have expended last year £1400.

It thus appears that, irvespective of what
we have done for the spread of the gospel
on the contincut of Kurope, we have had
seven separate mission fields, viz., Jamaica,
Trinidad, Old Calabar, Caffraria, Algiers,
Rajpootana, and Ningpo in China. These
missions have been carried on by 35 ordain-
ed European missionaries, 6 ordained native
missionaries, 2 native preachers, 3 Luro-
pean medical missionaries, 10 European
teachers, 16 mative evangelists, and 104
native teachers ; or, altogether, an educated
agency of more than 170 persons. It ap-
pears, further, that there ave 41 congrega-
tions, with an aggregate membership of
5176, of which 243 have been admitted for
the first time, and that there ave 116 weck-
day schools, attended by 5600 children.

We state the broad fact that our Buro-
pean agrency is less than it was a few years
a20,—a position that does not correspond
10 the progressive and expansive character
of the New Testament Church, as deawn in
the representations and promises of Serip-
wre. Larnestly do we commend this mat-
ter to the consideration and the prayers of
the very many in our Church whoare wait-
g and longing for the coming of Christ’s
k‘m';,vdom; and finally, do we heseech the
Spint of all grace to render effectual the

measures which this synod is adopting for ,

seewsing a growing supply of willing and
aifted sgents.  The work is the Lovd’s, and
He will accomplish it; but loving our
Chareh as we do, we desire thatit may have
alarge share in this blessed enterprise, and

that when the records of the future are
opencd and read, it may be found that the
United Presbyterian Church took a distin-
guished part in realizing that joyful time
when the exultant cry shall be heard, filling
heaven and earth, ¢ Alleluia, the Lord God
omuipotent reigneth.” (In the course of
his address, Dr. Somerville presented to the
moderator a copy of the Seriptures in the
Lfik tonguc.)

Free Church Missions in India.

Rev. Mr. Sheshadri a native minister
gives the following account of the work at
Jalna i —

“The Jalna church has teceived thirty
souls during the year. Twenty-three of
thesc were adults, and the remaining seven
children. T'lis makes up our number to
116 : cighty-cight of these arc in full com-
munion.

“Of the twenty-three adults that were
received into the church, some ocenpy a
high position in society. One of them is a
commissioned officer in the Third Native
Infantry. Two belonged to the native
Roman Catholic Church. We have now
eleven souls out of that communion. These
people are very much annoyed by their
former co-religionists ; but, I trust, the an-
noyance and petty nersecution to which
they are subjected only serve to confirn
them iu their attachment to the form of
faith they have newly embraced. They
have all made most creditable progress in
the Word of God, and thus shown the truth
of the motto, ¢ The Bible, and the Bible
alone, is the religion of Protestants.’” The
rest belonged to one of the aboriginal races
ot this vast continent.

They have it in contemplation to cstab-
lish a Christian village They are about
to obtain a grant of land from Gevernment,
rentfree for twenty-five years. They have
a number of converts without local interests
or attachments, who wlil be the scttlers.
The site of the proposed village, which is
to be called Bethel, is conspicuous from all
sides; and its Sabbath-bell will be heard in
many villages avound. The Church will
watch with no common interest the pro-
gress of this experiment.

A Providential Deliverance.

Under this heading The Spirit of Missions
relates a sienal instance of protection in
imminent danger granted to the Bpiscopal
mission under the superintendence ot Bishop
Payne in Africa:—

For some time past the natives in the vi-
cinity of Cape Palmas who have not yet
been brought under the power of the Gos-
pel, have meditated an attack upon those
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who live at and ncar Cavalla. They ac-
cordingly advanced with a strong force
upon the latter place, on Thursday, Jun.
23d, succceded in taking the Cavalians by
surprise, in setting fire to the large town,
and in taking up a position within 200
yards of Bishop Payne’s dwelling. ‘The
attacking party avowed their determination,
if successful to put to death cver, living
person except the foreign missionaries, and
to destroy not only the native town and
villages, but also the church of the Epi-
phany and all the other mission buildings.
“The destraction of God’s church here
was their object,” says Bishop Payne. But
God most signally interposed to prevent
this—interposed in such & maunner that even
the heathen acknowledge that He did it

The Cavalians recovered from the sur-
prige cansed by the suddenness and skill of
the encmy’s movement, and began taking
up a position near the mission buildings
and facing the enemy. While they wete
doing this, the missionaries collected the
women and children of the schouls into the
large Mission House, and then knclt and
unitedly invoked the interposition of Iim
who only is the giver of all victory.

Their prayer was heard. The wind hlew
in such a direction thut only eight of the
houses were burned, and while the fire of
the encmy wounded only one man and a
hoy, that of the Cavallian skirmishers killed
two of the leading warriors of the enemy,
and caused a number of others in the front
to share the same fate. Seeing this, the
attacking party were filled with dismay,
recoiled, receded, ran, closely pursued by the
Cavallians, who poured n destructive fire
into their ranks and caused them to leave
fifty-seven dead bodies on the field, and
that without the loss of a single life on
their part.

Four young ministers of the Free Church
have lately offered their services as Foreign
Missionaries. But there is a call for more
and still more.

Youne Treopore.—It is intended by
Sir Ropert NarIcr, the gallant com-
mander of the late expeditoa to Abyssinia,
to place the son of the late Emperor Theo-
dorus, in the Free Church Mission School
at Bombay, under charge of Dr. Wilson.

Tonacco vs. Missioxs.—Bishop Janes
asserts that the Methodists of the United
States paid last year two millions of dollars
tax on the tobacco used by them, while
their missionary treasury is 370,000 in debt,
We should like to know how much more
have Presbyterians spent on tohacco than
they have given to Missions. We fear the
?tatcmcnt would bring a blush to many a
ace,

Porisu MissioN TO THR JEWS.—
Efforts arc reported as being made by
““The Congregation of our Lady of Zion,”
in London, in Paris, in the Holy Land,
and at Constantinople, for the conversion
of the Jews. Father Rartishonne (who, it
is said, is a converted Jew,) says of this
cnterprise of educating and converting the
danghters principally, if we understand the
Jrift of this new miss’'on of Rome :(—** Thjs
drop of water (of 1842) swelled into o
mighty stream. At present the association
numbers more than forty thousand Chris-
tian mothers?!”’

s —
News of the Glnech,

The Synod of 1868

Has been the largest ever held in the Lower
Provinces, and one of the most interesting.
We give the following enumeration of its
members, shewing the numbers who were
present from all the Presbyteries :

Ministers. Elders.

Halifax ......ooo0en e .22 9
St.John. ...... . 2
St. Stephen's 1 0
York....oooveiivenan.. 3 1
Miramichi.......... 4 0
Cape Breton.... ...... 5 0
Victoria and Richmond.. 4 2
Tatamagouche ... ....... 5 5
Prince Edward Island ...12 4
Truro ....ovvuviveer. .12 10
Pictou ............ RT3 | 15
Canadian Deputation. ... 2 1

98 49

Thus making 147,

If we add two of our ordained ministers
who sat as corresponding members, we have
100 ministers, hesides two ministers of the
Church of Scotland, who were occasionally
present, and accepted the invitation given
to sit as correspondents. W e never had so
many ministers assembled, and we never
had so large a representation of the clder-
ship, and we should add, that the Synod
presented throaghout a business-like aspect,
and indications of deep interest on the part
of its members in all the subjects brought
forward for consideration. And as it was
one of the most numerous, so it certainly
was one of the most interesting Synudical
meetings we have attended. There was no
one event of commanding interest, as in
October, 1860, and in July, 1866, when a
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great Union celebration gathered around it
the christian sympathics and prayers of
thousands,—but yet there were clements of
uscfulness and of attraction, conncected with
our recent meeting, well entitled to nutice.

We should say, first «f all, that the
Synod was opened with w2 able and excel-
lent discourre from the retiring Moderator,
delivered with great earnestnzss aud with a
fluency which was remarkable in the cir-
cumstances ; for the discourse was delivered
against great difficulties, arising from inces-
sant interruptions.  The members kept
dropping in, as well as some of the people
of the city, during nearly cvery minute from
the commeucement to the close of the dis-
conrse. The preacher, however, retuined
uls sclf-command and the undivided atten-
tion of his audicnce till the close of his
timely and striking address, when the usual
reports were given in, involvinyg, in the pre-
sent case, the death of one whom we have
always, till last yenr, scen on such occasions,
and always, too, at the opening of Synod,
Rev. Dr. McCurdy of Chatham; and of
another, Rev. L. MceDounald, who seemed
strong and lifedike when the Synod ad-
rourned as New Glasgow in 1867 —affording
t0 all & solemn lesson.

The moderator was soon chosen--Rev.
James Watson of New Annan,—and the
usual work commenced.

Among the features of interest to be
noted we have to remark first of all, that
nany excellent papers were read. The fra-
ternal letter from the Canada Prasbyterian
Synod claims the first place, and was heard
with unmingled pleasure. Next comes the
Report of the Deputation to New Bruns-
wick, in which the writer did full justice to
his theme, delighting the Synod with the
cnion of narrative and poetry. The Re-
rorts on Education and Missions, on Sab-
5ath observance, Temperance and Psalmody,
ad Widows’ Fund, were all heard with
favour, and will probably soon appear in
print, with others which might be named

The Public meetings were very suceessful.

There is a sense no doubt, in which all
our mectings were public. but we refer of
course to those which were set apart for the
trening, when those who were engaged in

business during tho day might be able to
attend, The Education evening brought
out a good meeting and a lively discussion
which turned chiefly on the diminishing
numbers of our Theological Students and
the probuble causes.  Messrs. Currie,
Benunet, G. Patterson, Drs. Bayne and
McCualloch and others spoke, and though
theve was great diversity of view, yet pro-
minence was given to such causes as a
Ianguishing state of religion,—the intensely
secular spirit of the age, neglect of family
picty, deficiency of ministerial support, want
of Pastoral care and carnest dealings with
our young men while studying at Schools
and Colleges. This debate presented a

goud specimerc of free and independent
thinking, as evineed in the vaviety of view,
while all concurred in the loudness of the
call for increased prayer to the Lord of the
harvest. The house was full.

The Home Mission evening came next
and the whole proceedings were refreshing
and worthy of the subject, and of the Synod.
Rev. Mr. Law was impassioned and orato-
rical. Rev. Mr. Ross was at once earnest,
humourous and judicious; and Dr. Mc-
Leod’s specch formed an admirable con-
clusion to a meeting of great interest from
its comencement to its close.

The evening sct down for Foreign, Mis-
sions was given up to reccive and hear the
Deputation from Canada. It happened on
Monday evening, when there were counter
attractions in connection with the celebra-
tion of the Coronation of Her Majesty by a
Promenade Concert and Iluminations in
the Ilorticultural Gardens, still Poplar
Grove Church was nearly filled, and all
who were present were richly rewarded.

Rev. Mr. Topp of Toronto, the Modera-
tor of the Canada Presbyterian Synod, de-
livered an address full of information on
the progress, resources, and missionary and
educational efforts of the Caunada Church.
Rev. Mr. Clarke of Quebec, followed,
gathering up the fragments, end especially
shewing the condition of the Province of
Quebee, spiritually and ecclesiastically.

Both speeches were excellent, and were
heard with great satisfaction alike by the

Synod and by the audience.
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They were followed by Joseph MceKay, ]
Esq., of Montreal, an elder of Coté Street | Literature ought to be named. The Drs.

Church, who gave incidents of travel in
Europe, Egypt and the Hely Land, and the
state of Protestant Christianity in Jerusa-
Tem, Rome, Florence and other places. He
also touched upon a work naturally de-
volving npon the men of business and
means, within the Church, the work of im-
proving the Churceh in her cfforts for the
maintenance of her Pastorate.

Mr. McKay’s remarks were out of the
usual track, and on this account all the
more pleasing to his audience.

Rev. Messrs. R, Sedgewick, Fowler, Roy,
Drs. King and McLeod, and Rev. G.
Christie responded, and a suitable minute
being recorded the mecting closed. )

The Tuesday evening mecting was on thie
“ State of Religion.” Some reports of
Presbyteries were read.  Inother cases the
Clerks gave oral statements.  ‘Fhe proceed-
ings were thus happily varied, and the in-
terest of a protracted meeting kept up tilla
late hour.  The report from Prince Edward
Island stood No. 1, and the speeches gene-
rally were highly appreciated.

t

Not the least interesting feature of this
meeting was the reception of a Deputation
from the Young Men’s Christian Asso-
cintion, consisting of Messrs, Beekwith,
Morrow and Blackwood. Mr. Beckwith
read the addvess, after which came excellent
remarks in succession by the other members
of the deputation. They explained some
of the modes of their operation in secking to
promote the spiritual welfarc of young men,
and1cquested  the ministers present, vhen
vounz men from thaeir respective charges
were coming to reside in the city, to give
nctice and introduction to a city pastor and
to the managers of their institution, so that
they may help to shicld them against the
temptations of the city. In this case also,
some short responses were made, and a
minute adopted expressive of the Synod’s
pleasure in meeting the deputation, and
their desire to aid them in their work.

With this meeting, from its commence
ment to its close, our brethren of the depu-
tign were highly p.eased.

Among other incidents of intercst Dr.

|

|
|

!
|
|

Smith’s resignation of the Chair of Biblical

object in placing his resignatlon in the
hands of the Synodical Committee on the
Hall, was to open up their way to make
any change which they might consider de-
sirable in the way of introduting a new
man in the vigour of youth, or what is now
a days called * fresh blood,” into the Hall,
While still quite capable of conducting lus
classes, he vwould not stand in the way of
any reconstruction, no not for an hour,
and Ly his action in this matter has added
to the obligations of the Church to
him. The Synod placed on their mi
nutes a suitable testimonial to the value
of his services in the past, but did not find
it an casy matter to fill up the blank, and
finally decided ou a temporary arrangement
for the next Session, leaving a year for
Presbyteries to deliberate and prepare for
completing the appointinent next year.

The discussion on Temperance was de-
cidedly the most exciting of the Session.
The report came up tirst with pretty sharp
angular points, designed, we suspect, to
strike fire, aud the effect was at once pro-
cuced. A lively debate issued in the re-
commiitting of the report, that some strong
statements might be removed or modified,
When again presented it passed after an
animated debate, the convictions of uearly
the whole Synod being expressed in favonr
of total abstineuce as the safe, wise amd
Christian course, requived by the great New
Testament principle of self-denial for others.

The determination of the new committee
on Pupery to initiate missionary effort among
the French population in some part of
Acadia, is a fact which will be interesting
to our people.

The falling off in the funds for Home
Missions and Education is a fact to be re
membered, that increased attention be de
reeted to these two important schemes.

This meeting had its defects, and we may
name them that they may be avoided n
future. Time was wasted in discussing
points of order, which the moderator should
have decided, and members submitted to,
gracefully. It is better that a point of
order should be cccasionally decided wrong
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R ling a wrangle, should be allowed.

B (rictically ignored altogether.

8 centration.  ‘The devotional cxercises
& e colemn and impressive, but if the
I8 tryers had been one half the length, and
8 :2uble the number had engaged with more
B iircciness of petition, the effect would have
B :.cn, 2 more devotional meeting, 1 meetiag
B\t more of the felt power of the Divine
} pirit.
We have much to learn in making our
rual gathering profitable and refreshing
Ml the wholechurch.  Defects, unless pointed
o i, may be overlooked and perpetuated.—
B v should pay more attention to our own
P taies of Order, and should emulate the
M -iness-like spirit and tone of the Synodi-
B = gathetings of the British and American
B urches.  May the Lord own and bless
B ccrvants’ work !

Presbytery of Truro.

N This Presbytery met at Truro on May
jth. The principal business was the state
< Onslow congregation. The Presbytery
sing, at a visitation there, as formerly
orted, found some matters apparently in
tondition not very satisfactory, directed
ession to call & mecting of the whole
{oregation in the Central Church, and
wainted the Rev. J. D. McGillivray to
end gaid meeting, assist as required, and
ort.  He accordingly submitted a report
that meeting, and also a report sent him
scommittee appointed at that mecting
gether further particulars respecting finan-
B afairs, and take a general oversight of
s throughout the whnle congregation.
B Fas stated that the meeting had becn
#il attended ; that an excellent spirit had

W Uy amoderator even if reversed by the Court,
€ than that a long discussion, much resemb-

The moderator was forbearing and good
aatured even to a fanlt, and allowed No. 14
W of the Synod rules that no member speak
B core than once till others are heard, to he
On many
8 «bjects this evidently lowered the tone ofthe
W ibate, and the interest of listeners. Hearers
A omplain too of reiteration of the same
B cuths by different speakers, and of repeti-
3 (ons, of themselves, in many instances by
B zembers, which in future we should careful-
# I avoid.  Both in speeches and in prayer
¥ (ore should be much more conciseness and

an evident anxiety for increased christian
prosperity throughout the bounds. It had
been said that if anything could be done by
which this might be secured, 2 much larger
sum might be realized for the support of
ordinances. On inquiring it would be found
that the idea of a colleague had been favour-
ably spoken of among some. This, Mr.
Baxter, on being asked, expressed himself
fally prepared to encourage, he having to
preach in four churches and several stations.
It was accordingly, after longthened conver-
sation, resolved,—‘‘ That, in the opinion of
this Presbytery, the interests of the congre-
gation of Onslow would be promoted by
securing the services of a colleague to their
present respected pastor, the Rev. Jobn 1.
Baxter, in his extensive field of labour, and
that therefore the Sessions be directed, at
an early day, to ascertain the mind of the
{)cop!e on this point, and report to Pres-
wwtery.”
Other husiness was deferred, another
meeting being appointed at same place, on
‘Tuesday, 2nd inst. The Presbytery accord-
ingly thus again met at time and place as
appointed,
The day was principall, taken up with
the consideration of a lengthened report
from a committec on the more systematic
and adequate support of ordinances through-
out the Preshytery. The report, asadopted,
or the substance of it, was ordered to be
priated for circulation among tamilies and
individual contributors, with the view of
preparing the way for its being acted on in
the various congregations.
Appointed to meet in Halifex at the call
of the Moderator of Synod.

A. L, Wyrnig, Clerl-.

Presbytery of Pictou.

‘The Presbytery of Picton met in St.
John’s Church, Chatham, on the 28th ult.,
for the ordination and induction of Mr.
Garvie into the pastoral charge of that
congregation, and was constitnted by the
Rev. George Patterson, moderator, with
whom were present the Revs. Dr. Bayne,
John McKinnon, and J. D. Murray.

The Rev. Thomas G. Johnston of Black-
ville, being present was inviced to sit as a
correspouding member of Presbytery, and
took his scat accordingly.

The Rev. Mr. Murray returned the Edict
for ordination certified as duly served.

Mr. MacKinnon was appointed to read
it again to the congregation then assembled.

and having done so, and no nhjections being
preferred, the Presbytery agreed to proceed

with the ordination.
Mr. McKinnon preached from Col. 1:28.

g2 shown in reference to the person and
“ars of their pastor, and that there was

Mr. Patterson narrated the steps taken to

procure the Call, put the questions of the
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formula, offered up the ordination prayer,
and addressed the people.

Dr. Bayne addressed the minister and
introdnced him to the Session, and at the
close of the day’s proceedings the congre-
gation in the usual manner heartily wel-
cotned their newly ordained pastor.

‘I'he Financial Committee reported that
they had paid Mrs. McCurdy all the arrears
due to her late husband, amounting in all
to .£115,—that they were prepared 10 pay
Mvr. Garvie his quarter’s stipend in advance
and that they would pay whatever amount
was due for supply of preaching during
their vacancey, as soon as they could collect
it out of arrcars due in the congregation.

Mr. Garvic has cntered npon a most
promising field of lahor. The people ap-
peared to be strongly attached to him—
gifted, as he is, with good natural talents,
a bighly cultivated and richly furnished
mind, it is not unreasonable to expect that,
with the blessing of the Great Head of ghe
Church on his pastoral labors, the congre-
gation under his charge will enjoy a large
measure of prosperity.

Dr. Thompson was appointed by the
Session to be their represcitative clder,
hoth in Presbytery and Synod during the
ensuing year, and accordingly took his seat
in Preshytery.

The Rev. Mr. Ross asked for leave to be
absent from his cougregrtion for three or
four montbhs, if he should require that time,
which was granted.

The Clerk reported that he had not re-
ceived Statistical Returns from all the con-
gregations belouging to the Preshytery ;
whereupon he was instracted to write to
those Brethren who neglected to send him
their returns, that they tust show cause at
the next meeting of Preshytery why they
hal not complicd with the Synod’s in-
junetion.

The Presbytery then adjourned to meot
in Poplar Grove Church, according to pre-
vious appointmeat, on Wednesday the 24th
inst., at 10 A. M., for ordinary business.

‘The sum required of each session for the
Preshytery fund is $3.00, and, which is ex-
pected, will be paid to the clerk at the
roceting of Synod.

Joux MacKisxox, Clak.

Presbytery of F. E. Island.

The Presbytery met in Queen Square
Church, Churlottetown, on the 20th May.

There were preseut Revds. J. Allan, I. | Bridge, the Presbytery agreed to record its

Murray, A. Munro, M. Crawford, D.
McNull, A. Cameron, R. Laird, W. Ross.

A. McLean, W. R. Frame, A. Faleoner ,

and J. G. Cameron, Ministers; and Messts.

K. Henderson, W. Match, A McSween and | any opposition should have been offered

D. McNevin clders,
A letter was read from Mr. Hogg, pro-

bat"ner, declining the call from Richmang
Bay West.  The call was accordingly set
aside, and the Clerk instructed to notify the
vongregation of Mr. Iogg’s decision, ™

A report of Missionary labor by My
Nelson was read and approved. The Clerk
wasauthorizsd to give Mr. Nelson an order
on the H. M. Board tor the amount due
him, and urge the congregations in arrears,
to muke pryment as soon as possible.

‘T'he attention of Presbytery having heen
calied to a statement in the Preshytesion
Witness. of the 23d May, reflectine severely
on g certain congregation in P. E. Iskad,
the Clerk was instructed to communicate
with the editor of that periodieal, in order
to ascertain whether or not said conure.
gation is under the control of this Preshy.
tery, and if so, to request him to name ig
locality.

The Rev. I Murray reported, that the
Cowmnmittee to visit Covehead had fulfilled
their appointment ;—that they had met with
the congregation, and had opened a new
suhscription list for the support of the
present Pastor, which was liberally suh-
scribed by those present—and that a com-
mittee was then appointed to carry out the
work thus inangurated. Mr. David Lawsn
appeared as a delegate from the congre-
gation, and stated that the result of the
effort was subscriptions to the amount of
£127. The report was received, the dili-
gence of the committee approved, and the
Preshytery expressed itself as highly pleas-
ed with the liberality manifested by the
congregation. The Rev. A. Falconer and
D. Lawson were appointed to visit the St.
Peter’s Road section of the congregation, to
ascertain what anmount of pastoral support
can be secured in that district.

Rev. Mr. Laird reported from the pub-
lication committee of the Preshyferian, and
recommending certain alterations inits form
and price for the coming year. The repurt
was received, and the diligence of the on 8
mittee approved. After a full discassionit §8
was decided not to change the present furm JB8
or price of the paper, but to remove the
advertisements from it, and substitate in
their place general reading matter.  The §
thanks of the Preshytery were tendered to
the editors for their labors, and they were
requested to continue in their present posi- S
tion.

The Rev X. Murray having called at
tention to the state of matters at Stanles

satisfaction with the efforts put forth hy the
members and adherents of the churc’. *r
the maintenance and growth of Tre- &
terianism in that district, and regret "'t

the movement for the erection ofa charch in
that place.
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Having attended to several other items of I is only the dimming of the glory alove the
routine bu-iness, the Preshytery adjourned, ' merey seat by the wings of the merciful
to meet in the same place on the evening of 1 cherubim, lest that glory may consume us.

Monday the 22nd June, ut 64 o”clock.
Avex. FALCONER, Pby. Clerk,

Eas =
Fiveside Leadng,

Different Kinds of Givers.

A litde boy, who had plenty of cents,
dropped one into the missionary box, laugh-
ing as he did so.  He had no thought in his
heart about Jesus, the heathen, or the mis-
sionary. His was a tin penny. It wasas
light as a scrap of tin,

Another hoy put a penny in, and as he
did so, looked round with a self applanding
oaze, as if he had done some great thing.
His was a drass penny. It was not a gift
of a *“lowly heart,” but of a proud spirit.

A third boy gave a penny, saying to him-
self, <X suppose I must, because all others
do.”” 'This wasaun iron penny. It wasthe
gift of a cold hard heart.

As a fourth boy dropped his penny in the
box he shed & tesr, and his heart said,
“Poer heathens! Pm sorry they are so
poor, so ignorant, and so miserable.” That
was & sifver penny. It was the gift of a
heart full of piety.

But there was one scholar who gave his
cent with a throbbing heart, saying to him-
self, ““ For thy sake, O loving Jesus, Izave
this penny, hoping that the poor heathen
whom Thoun lovest will believe in Thee,
and become Thy disciples.” That was a
golden penny, hecause it was the gift of love.

How many of our readers give golden
pennics *—Spirit of Missions.

“I Preached to Mysell”

The charch of an eminent Presbyterian
minister was, a few vears ago, ina very
cold sate. He tried various methods to
kindle new life in it. He determined to go
to his own sonl. He afterwards said: « 1
sat down and prepared, with much prayer,
an eari st sermon to _myself: I preached 1o
to myself in the pulpit. I was astonished
to sec how the people listened to it, and the
cffect that it had upon them.” Theological
learning, forcible rcasoning, luminous ex-
positions of scripture, apt illustrations,
fervid oratory, the cluims of the sudering
and the benighied, all have their place n
ihe rulpit; but more powerful than all
these are the pleas drawn from the personal
experiences of a soul that has pressed s
war within the veil, dwelt “in the seeret
places of the Most High,” and abode
“under the shadow of the Almighty’'—if
indeed thatcan be called * a shadow” which

Such a soul comes forth qualiticd w ery;
*“ Then will I teach transgressors thy wuys,
and sinuers shall be converted unto thee.”’

How a Man can Dare to Die.

Raughi was a chief who had long heard
the trath, and valued the instructions of
his teachers, but he had said Lttle about bis
own personal experienee.  Mr. Williams
called on him one day, and found him ill.
On asking him how he felt in the prospect
of death, we may imagine the missionary’s
joy as the old man slowly said, ** My he-
lief is in the great God, and in Jesus
Cluist. I pray. Task God1to give me His
Holy Spirit in my heart to sit and dwell
there. I ask Christ to wash this bad heart,
to take away this native heart, and give me
a new one.”

A few days later, with a look of joy he
said, © I shall soon be dead. My heart is
very full of light.”

** What makes you so ?”

¢« Because I believe in Jesus Christ,”

« Have you no fear of death 2

“Not in the least. T shall go and sit
ahove with Jesus Christ.”

Surrounded by many who opposed the
trath, he professed his faith in Christ cruci-
fied, and died testifying his power 10 save.

Staying from Church to ..ead.

Some stay away from church to read.
They say they can fina better reli 1us
thinking and teaching in thewr books than
in any of the pulpits near them. Suppose
they can. Do they get the better teactung 2
Arc they really at home for purposes of re-
ligious culture? Are they actually grow-
ing hetter, more godly, by this reading
which keeps them from church?2  Let them
be honest with themselves, and see if this
is not a flimsy excuse for spending their
Sundays, not in mere religious reading, but
over all sorts of books. ven if they give
their Sundays up wholly to veligious read-
ing, they have greatly mistaken the aim of
public Sabbath services, if they think it can
be thus met at home.

God expressly commands nus to “rever-
ence his sanctuary,” to “lift up our hands
in his sanctuary,” and promises 1o come
unto us and bless us there We should go
to church to worship; to worship publicly
ard unitedly, as well as to receive instruc-
tion from the preacher. Would an Israelite
have heen held blameless who never went to
the temple worship, hecause lie had 2 roll
of the law at home 7 But the church service
is, in a senso. omr temple-worship. No
other applianceof religious culture can take
its place. Abolish all church services, and
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vou abolish Christianity. He who stays '

regularly away from charch is doing what
little he can to introduce heathenism. Ile
is contributing his influence towaids secu-
larizing his commuunity. If Lis way was
universal, irreligion would be dominant,
and the nation would slowly siuk back into
atheistic barbarianism.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGE
MENTS, &c.

YOUTHFUL LIBERALITY.

The Treasurer, while acknowledging in last
Record, veceipt of the first threc items reterred
to in the following paragraph, being the
amouant transmutted to him, omitted, through
an oversight the puragraph itself, which s
hereby given in full:

The Rev. James Thompson, West River,
begs to acknowledge, frum a youthful mewm-
ber of his congregation, the sum of $24, not
the first gift to the Church for religious pur-
poses, to be devoted as follows:

Home Mission.. ........ $8.00
Forcign ¢ ........... 8.00
Chiniquy Fund.......... 4.00

Bible Society......... ..

MISSIONARIES WANTED.

The Board of Forcign Missions of the Pres-
byterian Church of the Lower Provinces,
having been authorized by Synod w engage
the services of vne or more Missionaries tu the
New Hebrides, invite Ministers and Proba-
tivnera to consider prayerfully the urgent call
fur Lvangelists .. that dark and destitute
portion of the carth.

Applications or letters of inquiry addressed
t» the Seurctary will wacet with' immediate
attention. v order of the Board,

P. G. McGreGor, Sec’'y B.F. 3.

The Treasurer acknowledges receipt of the
following sums for the different Schemes of
the Church:—

HOME MISSION.

\\'Ii‘ndsor Proper, per W. H. Blancharq,
s

............................. S47 003
St. Croix, do. do. 13 221
Grand River, C B, per Res J Reee 900
Loch Lomond, do. do. 214
Monies rec'd per R. Smith, Esq., Truro.
Bible Class, Truro Congregation... 962
Ladies’ Rel. and Ben. Soc'y, Salmen
River..coiviemeiiiiiiiniiienn, 12 00
Miss. Prayer Meeting, Truro Cong. 26 25
Acadia Cong., Rev. flr. Stewart... 240
Donation frum Isaac Logan, Esy... 100
“ ¢ 0. S. Hingley. Esq,
Salmon River............. .... 250
- *  Daniel McNutt.. ... 200
* “  Miss Elien Johnson. 200
L. Londondaay, Rev. AL L. Wyl 8863
Collection, Trurv Cungregation.... 2300
Donation from Isaa. Logan, Loy ... 130
Moreton, N.B,, puz Rev. 3. D Murray 10 49

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
Windsor Proper, per W. H. Blanchard,

O N 47003
St. Croix, do. do. 13 22}
Grand River, C.B., per Rev. J. Russ.. 960
Loch Lomond 0 do. 14

Monies rec’d per R S;nith, Esq, Truro:
Miss’y Prayer Meeting, Trurocong. 26 25

Donation from Mr..Richd. Craig... 250
" *  Isaac Logan, Esq... 100
u *  Mr. Richd. Craig... 195
Greenfield, per R. McCabe 550
A .S . Hingley ............... .. 250
David MeNutt..ooooovennnnen...

200
Low. Londonderry, Rev A.L.Wylie, 89 03

Collection, ‘I'ruro Congregation. ... 3400
Isaac Logan, Esq........... N 100
Eddy Tupper, Upper Stewiacke ..... 1¢0
TRINIDAD MISSION.
Luw.Londunderry,per R Smith,Esq. §25
“ DAYSPRING.”

| Windsor Town Sabb. Schoul, per W.

| .. H. Blanchard, Esq......... 3021

Sabbath School, St.%olm's, Nfild., per

Rev. M. Harve; 1560
Fort Massy Sabbath School, Halifax. 14 093
Grand River, C.B., per Rev. J. Ross.. 900
Loch Lomond, do. do. o214
Lddy Tupper, Upper Stewiacke 060

SUPPLEMENTARY FUND.
Truro Cong., per R. Smith, Esq...... 6513

EDUCATION.
r R. Smith, Esq , Truro:
Wylie, 44 50
............. 3726
i for 1866... .. 3017
Amount received by R. Smith, sq ,to
May 30th......0coooviiiineninnn. 3328

i The Treasurcr of the Ministers® Widows
and Orphans’ Fund, P. C. L. P., acknowledges

J receipt of the following sums:—
i Interest accrued on Bank deposit re-
COIPL. e vevriecrenaearaeeseaaaan $1216
\ Rev. A. L. Wyllie, Great Villagc. ... 2000

In Memory of Mrs. Hugh dcDunald,

South River, Antigonish 600 00
$632 16

HOWARD PRIMROSE,
Treasurer Widows' Fund P.C.L.P.

! THE HOME AND FOREIGN REGORD.

Tne HoME AND FOREIGN RECORD is
under the control of 2 Committee of Synod;
and is published at Halifax by Mr. JAMES
BARNES.

, Monies rec’d
L. Londonderry, Rev. A. L.
Truro Congr‘egation

TERMS.
i Single copies, 60 cents | 3s.) each.  Any one
renitting One Dollar will be entitled to a
l sil}g]c copy for two years. *
ire copies and apwards, to one address,
‘ 50 cents (2s. 6d.) per copy.
For every ten copies urdered to one addross
, an additional copy will be sent free. |
These tesms ate so low that the Committes
. must iasist ua the payment in advance.




