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ii.

THE CHURCH' AND HER
PERIODICAL.

In sending forth our first number, we feel
it to be our duty to endeavour to have it as
generally taken as possible. By ijwmediato
cilorts, following the receipt of this number
on the part of the ministers und elders of the
Presbyterian Church tbrough these Lower
Colonies, few families would remain without
a copy of the Home and Fereign Record of
their own Chursh; aud if we arc anxious that
these cfforts should be made ertensively and
promptly within the present month, our wuxie-
ty reits upon the honest conviotion, that all
tamilies receiving it will be gainers, and that
the congregations taking it in largest num-
bers, will, other things being equat, enjoy the
largest shareof prosperty.  ‘The regular peru-
sal of the lctters or our missionaries. and es-
peciady of our Foreign Missionaries from
their posts of toil and danger, of the proceed-
iags of our Mission Doards, of the action of
our Presbyteries, and of the progress of our
Students und Scminaries, with articles de-
signed, by the Divine blessing, to prowote
the interests of godliness, rust prove power-
fully influential in the development of pri-
vate ze:l and public spirit. No family or
gocial circle will study without benefit, our
rccord of the aotivity, liberality and self-de-
nial of men of Gud who are lubouring in the
cause of truth and rightcousness.

At all seasons it is not only incxcusable, but
perilous, for any Church or congregativu either
1o become or to remain indifferent about the
ioterests of Zion. Personal and domestio re-
ligion must decline amorg a people who cease
te regurd Je:usalem above their chief joy.
But surely tho present tunes present features
which should arvuee every Christian family
to inquire, Watchman ! what of the night?
and to order at Jeast ono religious perivdical
that they may mark the indications of the
approaching fall of the great Eastern and
W estorn Linposturee, and the gratifying evi-
deneos of the activity and progress of Evan-
gohical Christianity. We firwiy believe that
by keeping up acquaintance with the schemes
of the Church at home, and with the difficul-
ties and encourngements, the reverses and
tho successes of vur brethren and hundreds of
others abioad, who cccupy the high places of
tho field, the monthly visits of our Record
will exert a hallowing and reviving influence
upon the old and the yourg, upon the pastor
aud upon his flock. We therefore earnestly
bespeak for it a place in cvery domestic crele.
Lot thero be even an spproack to this, and
while its usefulness will bo great, it will be
raised at onco above all pecumary difficultics.
We will anticipate an early and & favourable
response. -

Halifax, Docomber 31st, 1860.

PROSPECTUS.
Notice Regarding Periodicals.

The Publication Comumittee of tho Synod of
the Presbytorian Church of the Lower Pro-

The Home and Foreign Weeord.

vinces have now to announce their arrange-
menta for 1961, Instead of tho fastzuctor and
Register of the Presbyt rinn Church of Nova
S¢ iy, and the Eeclesastical and Mossiomary
Record of the Free Church, ore munthly po-
riodical will be issucd after the first of Janu.
ary; to be called

The Home and Foreign Record
of the Presbyterian Church of

the Lower Provinces.

This publication will be in octave form,
containing 32 pages—just double the size of
the Regwter or Record. It will bo the medinm
through which the various Boards and Com-
mittecs of Synod will communicate with the
Church. Monies received for missionary v,
educationil purposes will be acknowledged in
it; but the featurc that must render it peeu-
harly attinctive and important will be the
Correspundence of our Foreign Missionaries.

Tug Hexe anNp Foneley Recorp will be
under the coatrol of she Committee; the edi-
torial management will be cutru:ted to Mr.
Robert Murray, end it will be published at
Halifyx by Mr. Jawes Barnes

TERMS.

Single copies, G0 cents (3s) each. Any
ono remitting One Dollar will be entitled to a
single copy for two years.

Fuwe copies und upw:.rds,-to one addresy, 50

“cents (2s. 6d ) perc py.

For every ten copies ordered to one addiess
an additional copy will be sont free.

‘These terns are so low that tho Committes
wust insist on payment . advance. The Ja-
nuary number of the Home antl Foreign Re-
cord will be sent to all the agerts for the K-
gister and Record; but, aftee that umber,
ncne will bo sent unless the moncy is for-
warded, or the agent becomes rersonally re-
sponsible for its payment within three months
it'in Nova Scotia Proper, or within siz months
if in Cape Breton, Prince Edward Island,
New Bruuswick or Nowfoundland.

All winisters of the Presbyterian Church
of the Lower Proviaces anc others who have
acted as ageats for either of the Jate publica-
tions, are requested to continue their services
and to forward their orders without delay,
that wo may kuow how many copies it may
be necessary to print. As the Church is
deeply interested in the extensive circulation
of tho Record we trust that no effort will be
spared to introduce it into cvery houschold
in our connexion. There is none so poor but
can pay for it and one so well informed but
may be bouefited by reading it. The prospe-
rity ofithe Church will depend in no small mea-
sure on the arculation of her official organ.

Ocders may be addressed to the Editor or
the Publisher. Owing to recent postal regu.
lations it 18 necessary tnat all correspendence
should ba prepaid; but agents ordering and
sending payment f2r a number of eopics inay
ceduct tho postage from their remittance.

P. G. McGreGos,
A. McKxiaarT,
C. Rossox.
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THE GENIUS OF PRESBYTERIANISM.

When our Saviour had finished Lis glorious work and ascended to the
sight hand of the Father, he did not leave his people to be shielded by an
arm of flesh, or guided by the dictates of mere human wisdom. Thonugh
their Master had gones thongh they were few aud feeble, and surrounded
by unscrupulens, powerful and cruel foes, they conld still rejoice in Iis con-
tinued presence, superintendence and ready aid in every emergency—for
He had pledged his word to be with them ¢ alway even unto the end of the
world”  The Comforter was theirs —the Hely Spivit who had come
to call to their remenmbrance all the teaching and the doing of their as-
cended Lord.  Sweet brotherly fellowship was theirs—the « delightful com-
munion of saints”—al! the wmore needfal and welcome on account of the ma-
ay ravenous welves that prowled outside the fold in which the little flock
sought shelter.  Fear not little flock! The Chiet Shepherd, though his bo-
dily presence is withdrawn behind a vail of light which no mortal eye can
pieree, is present with you still as your Prophet, Priest, and iing; and he
will not only sustain and defend you, but he will also guide you aright in
worship, in doctrine, in government : 1l¢ has given you apostles, prophets,
-evangelists, teachers. He has given you no visible {lead on earth that you
may continue to look up to himself as the Chief Shepherd and lean on his
arm and seck direction from him in times of difficulty and danger.

As a wise houscholder Christ gave ample regulations for the government
of his own house, 'When troublous doubts and controversics arose in the
Church the “ Apostles and Elders”, acting under the inspiration of the Ho-
ly Spirit, met in solemn Synod, and decreed authoritatively what course
should be pursued, what yoke should be imposed and what burdens should
be removed. The family of Jesus, the primitive christians, however widely
scattered, were one in heart, in life, in action. When one member suffered
all sympathized ; when the Thessalonian, Ephesian and Corintbian churches
flourished under the dews of divine grace the saints that were in Jesusalem
rejoiced ; and when these were distressed by poverty and hunger the Gen-
tile brotherhood hastened to thieir relief. The love of Je:us subdved and
unified the most antagonistic and repellant elements.  Greek and Jew, Bar-
barian, Scythian, bond and free, rich and poor, became one in Christ. There
was no lording over Christ’s heritage then—no proud prelacy trampling un-
der foot the sacred rights and blood bought privileges of that happy brother-
hood. There were no fecble spiritual coteries, no shattered fragments of
communities standing coldly aloof and usurping to themselves the name
and authority of the whole family of Jesus—there was no selfish Indepen-
dency in these days of self-sacrifice, fervent piety and expansive love. The
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Presbyterian finds no difliculty in seeing the grand features, the leading
principles, of his own system articulately taught or plainly exemplitied by
the Apostles and the primitive followers of Christ. e finds a parity of
ministers, of pastors—Christ alone being Chiet Pastor. Ile finds the Ses.
sion, the Presbytery, the Synod or General Council.  He finds that all be-
lievers, whethier Jew or Gentile, far or near, acknowledge the authority of
the assembled representatives of the church.  He must tndeed confess sor-
rowing that a * falling away” soon commenced and that the church became
corrupt as well in doctrine as in government. Many antichrists, seducers,
fulse teachers. crept into the fold, and devonred with ravenous greed the
silly flock.  Heresy was speedily followed by lordly assumption and tyranuy.
The simplicity of Seripture rule and apostolic teacling was foolishness in
the eyes of the wise and prudent of this world. A spurious priesthood, cul-
minating in a gigantic prelacy, reaved its haughty head—usurped the kingly
and priestly oflices of Christ, and involved Christendom for long dolorous
centuries in darkuess and spiritual death.  But even during those ages God
had his faithful witnesses, though scattered, fecble, and few, The banner
of the Gospel was upheld by the * puritans” [Pauiitians ] of the East, and still
more illustriotisly by a persccuted remnant in the West,  For amid cold
Alpine mountains and in quiet Alpine valleys the Presbyterian polity was
maintained in all its pristine purity, and the light of Gespel truth continucd
to shine with undimmed lustre though the great world hated it and turned
away. In due time God raised up a Zwingle, a Farel, a Calvin, a Knox—
a noble army of Reformers and Martyrs who, seizing the torch of truth,
held it aloft and passed it on from land to land. 3ARkwmy nations saw and
wondered and believed. In England alone of all Protestant Christendomn
was prelacy retained.  Presbyterianism then extended far and wide, and
wherever it went it proclaimed faithfully the glad tidings of salvation and
sowed the seed of civil and religious liberty. Holland and Switzerland, un-
der its influence, became an asylum in which multitudes of our own persecu-
ted forefathers found grateful shelter ; and Scotland having once tasted the
liberty with which Christ entrusts his people, rejected with holy indignation
the advances of a haughty southern prelacy, backed thougl it was by regal
authority and recommended by such powerful arguments as are furnished
by the rack, the sword and the seaffold. Even in the rank, unfriendly soit
of England, Presbyterianism took root and during the short day of its as-
cendency accomplished a noble work of which all subsequent generations
have reaped the benefit, however unmindful of its source. More than two
Lundred years ago, the Presbyterians of England premulgated that golden
sentence— Gop ALONE 1S Lorp oF TnE CoNsCiENCE"—a sentence which
has echoed and re-echoed from shore to shore—penetrating the prison
houses of tyranny—waking up the nations—overturning thrones and dynas-
ties—caught up by people after people and genervation after generation,
till now the very dungeons of Rome and Naples have given up their vietims !
While English prelacy and continental popery were engaged in persccuting
those who refused to profess pernicidus error—while Anabaptism by its wild
vagaries was disgracing the very name of Protestantism and liberty, Pres-
byterianism was training the people of Scotland and Holland and Switzer-
land to be the most industrious, intelligent and Christian i the world. Pure
in dactrine, energetic in action, democratic and liberal, yet perfectly well-
ordered, it presented to the statesman, the churchman, and the philosopher,
the realization of that bright ideal which they had so long striven to attain
~a system in which freedom and order, united action and individual liber-
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ty, could not only co-exist, but confirm and establish each other. The
achievements of Presbyterianism in this direction have not been thrown a-
way upon the werld. It is a fact worthy of thoughtful contemplation that
the constitutions of the best governed and most advanced nations are in their
essential features modelled on the Presbyterian system.

Presbyterianism has had its ups and downs, its days of weakness and re-
vival, its fiery trials, and its illustrious triumphs. Embarrassed by foes
without and feuds within—traitors and cowards whispering treason in the
city while the enemy was thundering at the gates,—still it has gone on its
way rejoicing, diffusing truth, maintaining righteousness, and winning fresh
laurels for the Redeemer’s crown. And never was it so pure and so influ-
ential as at the present moment. This Vine of God’s own planting—how
gloriously has it flourished! How deeply has it struck its roots, how wide-
ly has it extended its branches! To what sea has it not sent out its boughs
—what river is not overshadowed by its foliage! It has preserved its vigor
and fruitfulness alike under tropical skies and when assailed by the fierce
blasts of northern winters, The savage and the sage, men of all races and
tongues have sat under its shadow with great delight and its fruit has been
sweet to their taste. :

While recognizing to the full the peculiar exccllence and the paramount
claims of their own system, Presbyterians are ever ready to extend the hand
of christian brotherhood to all, of whatever name, who love the Lord Jesus
in sincerity. We cordially forgive, and bear patiently with, Christians who,
under evil influences, malign and misrepresent us and refuse to return our
friendly greeting. 'We are always anxious to associate with the good in ev-
ery good work. It is not for us to judge brethren harshly who, walking ac-
cording to the light they have received, are less favoured than ourselves, and
cannot attain to our standard. We endeavour to rejoice in what is true,
just and excellent in the principles and profession of others—remembering
that if we indeed possess a better system and a purer faith, we are bound to
manifest these in our life and conduct. 'We cannot behold without profound
satisfaction the gradual approximation to our own system that is observable
in prelatic churches on the one hand and in Independent churches on the
other. ¢ Diocesan Assemblies,” « Conventions, “ Associations,” “ District
meetings” are but enphemisms for Presbyterian Church Courts. ¢ Lay de-
legates” are but substitutes, however indifferent, for Elders.

Preshyterianism having done so much for other lands, has been tried in
these provinces and has not been found wanting. Its temples are open, its
beacon lights are burning from the coasts of Newfoundland and Cape Bre-
ton up to the sources of the St. Lawrence, off to the lonely valley of the Sas-
katchewan and to the golden shores of British Columbia. Itsusefulness has
been retarded and its beauty sadly marred by internal feuds; but we huri-
bly trust that the days for war among ourselves are over. A great work
has been committed to us, and we cannot, we dare not give either time or
strength to fratricidal strife. To all brother-Presbyterians, to all Chrisfians.
we hold out the olive branch of peace, while we address ourselves in single-
ness of heart and in the might of God, to the evangelization of our country—
of the world  Our brave reforning forefathers did not shrink from the stern
task that was given them to do, and let us not shrink from ours. They will
be ashamed of us—ay, our eommon MasTER will be ashamed of us—if we
be found fainthearted or unfaithful !
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE LOWER PROVIN-
CES OF BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

Asoxa the many blessings which our country has received at the hand

of a gracious God during the past year, the ecclesiastieal organization
named above staads conspicuous. Tt is indeed a “child of promisze,”—the
offspring of the prayer of faith, and the labour of love. 'We receive it with
devout thanksgiving, as a blessed instalment of answer to that notable pray-
er of our Great Intercessor, “THAT THEY ALL MAY BE ONE, —which is
at once a prayer, a promise, and a goarantee, all combined.  For wherever
we have an absolute prayer of the Son of God, there we have at the same
‘ime, alzo a sure promise and a guarantee of the highest order, that it shall
be answered and fulfilled in its time. 'We receive it too as a gracious an-
swer to the prayer of multitudes of God’s faithful ones in these lands—
whose supplications have unweariedly ascended, in the face of many dis-
couragements, for the sume object. And not the less do we reccive it as
the reward of faithful, believing, unremitting labours for the same great
sause.  Ours is a most gracious, bountiful, and faithful master,—if we la-
bour for Him, we shall in nowise loze our reward. Not a few humble, de-
voted labourers in this good cause, feel that they have been rewarded a
thousand fold for all their toil, by what they have already witnessed, heard
and experienced of the happy fruits of that blessed Union which has given
us “The Presbyterian Church of the Lower Provinces of British North
America.” Thus far the Lord hath been with usof a truth. He hath done
great things for us whereof we are glad.  Let us fervently thank Him, and
take courage. We stand now on a critical and most interesting point in our
history as a Presbyterian Church. God grant that we may be enabled to
understand and improve it!

‘We summon up the past, and before our gaze stands vividly a history,
brief, it is true, but still of deep and varied interest. Some of its scenes
more fitted to warn, others to encourage, while ail are rich in instruction.—
The time when we were yet but small and in numbers few—when our fath-
ers, after having crossed the “great and wide sea,” in all their weakness
and destitution, laid the foundations of our “Zion” with such materials as
they could procure, and on a larger and more liberal scale than could be
expected of them, while sorely battling with the combined difficulties and
privations of a physical and moral wilderness, claims our first attention, and
our tenderest regard. It will be our wisdom to mark diligently the way by
which the Lord led them, supported them, and gave them not over to the
will of their enemies; but caused them to take root and to increase in the
land, until the litde one became a thousand, and the weak a strong people,
—fulfilling His own gracious word, that He would make the handful of
corn in the earth, on the top of the mountain to grow and prosper, till its
goodly fruit should shake like Lebanon. We will also do wisely and well
to remember our own and our fathers’ shortcomings and transgressions.
“We have sinned with our fathers, we have committed iniquity, we have
done wickedly.” Neither we nor our fathers walked steadfastly with our
God, or kept that which he committed to us, with such pure devotedness
as became so sacred a charge. Pride, selfishness, and worldly policy, fur-
tively taking the place of bumility, charity, and godliness, and assuming the
name and tones of dignity, zeal for the cause of God and prudence, often
times led us from the path of duty, made us to be unfaithful where we
vememt in ha mnct tene marrad onr harmanv ohotrnoted onr wrogress. and
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-'uN‘d us, (lll ! to be a reproach to that very canse that was nearest and
dearest to our hearts.  These things we will remember for our good, that
we may avoid the stumblingblocks, the rocks of offence of the past, and walk
humbly and watchfully and lovingly with our God now that Ie has been
graciously pleased to deliver us from those evils,~-blessing us with light
and peace and enlargement.

The present, howover, with its stirring activities, its plain duties, its so-
lemn responsibilitics and golden opportunities, is our peculiar and grand
voucern.  We must be up and doing in good earnest it we would not dis-
please our blessed Lord, and lose our crown.  Why hath He given us our
present strength and position 7 That we might use it for Uis glory—be
more valiant for the truth, and more indcf"ltigublc in promoting his cause in
the world. Why hath he given such unexampled success to the labours of
our Missionaries among the heathen and elsewhere—so that almost every
mail brings us good news from these far countries ? Is it not that we may

' be aroused to deeper solicitude for those who are perishing for lack of
knowledge, and put forth greater efforts. both in the way of prayer and li-
hvrahty, on their behalf? E\ ery additional blessing brings with it increas-
ed respousibilities.  If our talents be many and precions, we must improve
them all the more diligently and faithfully. If the congregations of our
Church are intelligent and pious and respectable beyond others, then how
areat the responsibility of Ministers—how sacred the duty—to labour day
and night that they may feed the flock of Christ committed to their charge,
—giving 10 cach one the portion of food which his case requires—bringing
forth from the tre: asury of the gospel things new and old for the guickening
of sinners 'md the edification of the body “of Christ ! If, on the other hand,
we are ble®sed as a Church with well-trained, able and f'aithful Pastors and
Ministers of the Word,—then how solemn our duty, to give good heed to
(God’s message to us by them—to the gospel ordinanzes they administer—to
their admonitions in private, and to the Christ-like example they set before
us!  IHow solemn qur duty to minister to their temporal wants—¢ Commu-
nicating to them in all good things"—for it is a shameful and cruel thing to
starve those who labor for our souls! .

Have we a staff of Professors whose wisdom and piety, learning and ge-
nius, and varied accomplishinents, fit them eminently for their respective
chairs,—making our college beyond comparison the best equipped and most
eflicient one in the Lower Provinces “—then our duty is plain. Let us ral-
ly round this Institution with one heart, and as one man. Let our prayers
ascend daily to God on its behalf. Let us sead our young men thither to
be educated, for where can they obtain such good training whatever profes-
~ion they may afterwards find it their duty to choose? Let us also give it
our generous and conscientious support when the yearly offering is made for-
it= maintenancc.

Churches, like individuals, must ever bear in mind that the grand end for
which they have been called into being is to glorfy God. To fail in this
one vital point, is to fail in all that is noble, pure, excellent. We, of the
Presbytertan Cliurch of the Lower Provinces, will do well to keep this
great truth ever in view. If the Lord has « increased our greatness and our
comfort on ever: y side,” it is not because we are of better desert than others,
but because his grace towards us has greatly abounded. If he has given us
a great mission to accomplish and a glorious banner to display for the trath,
with abundant and most precious oppcrtunities for displaying that banner,
and fulfilling that mission,—will not our responsibility be all the more solemn,
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and our condemnation all the more terrible, in case of neglect and failure ?
If it hath pleased God, within our own spliere, to constitute us “ the salt of
the earth”, then with what earnestness ought we ever to strive to prescrve
our seaxoning”, lest losing it, and so being fit for nothing else, we be east out,
and trodden under foot of men.  Our position and our duty are inseparably
connected. We are a city set on a hill which canrot be hid.  Our duty i«
to let our light so shine that men seeing our good works may glovify our
Father in heaven. IEvery congregation of the Church should feel and act.
as if the honour of the Redeemer and the prosperity of His eause in the
world were committed to its single keeping: and so also should every indi-
vidual member of the Church,—for this is literally true, both of single con-
aregations and individual members, within their own proper sphere of acti-
vity and to the extent of their influence.

We have just entered upon a new era in our history as a Church. By
the good hand of our God upon us, O, let it be a glorious era! Let us strive
earnestly to enter on a new career of holiness, love, sclf-denial, and christian
activity. Det our prayers ascend to God, in faith in the name of Christ,
and without ceasing, for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon us—as a
Church—as congregations—and as individuals, that His own saving work
may appear in our midst,—that a time of refreshing may be granted to Ilis
people, till the weak become as David, and David as the Angel of the Lord.
It is then, and then only, that we shall be able to fulfil our mission, and rize
to the true grandeur of our position, as the sons of God—the salt of the
earth—the light of the world ; it is then that we shall all be able to go forth,
as one man, with one heart—animated by the same spirit, warmed by the
same love, fired by the same zeal, guided by the same counsel, and made
strong by the same power—to the great field of Christian warffre—to the
help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty. It is thus on-
ly that our Chureh, as of old, shall look forth as the morning, fair as the
moon, clear as the sun, terrible as an army with banners!

SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH; COLLECTIONS.

The following Collections are to be made in every congregation of the
Church before the next meeting of Synod :
1. For Theological Education.
2. For the Synod Fund.
8. For Home Missions. R
4. For Foreign Missions.
“The following is the deliverance of the Synud on this subject, as found on
® page 20 of the printed Minutes : “ It was agreed that collections be taken for
the different schemes of the Church in all the congregations of the body and
that the time and mode of raising these be left to the decision of the Sessions.”
We trust that the Sessions will bear in mind this very serious responsi-
bility that devolves upon them. It is well always to take prompt action.
Do not let the Lord’s claims fall behind the claims of every body else. Col-
lections should always be in the hands of the proper treasurers a month be-
fore the meeting of Synod. -
‘The object of the Collection for Theological Education is to “ support the
Theological Seminary at Truro and to pay the Current Expenses of the
College at Halifax.” ¢ Rev. Messrs. McCulloch and William Murray were
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appointed io prepare an address to the churches on this subject ;” we need
ot therefore expatiate upon it.

The Syvop Funp is intended to cover all expenses connected with the
meetings of the supreme court of the Church.  These expenses are always
considerable,  Printing, travelling, accommodations, and so on, make a large
agaregate which ministers cannot afford to pay ont of their own pockets.
but which a very slight effort on the part of the whole church would meet.

We need not say anything regarding the Home axp Forriey Mis-
210Ns, as vigilant Conveners and Sceretaries have them in charge and will
not fail to keep the Church in remembrance of her duty. We should all be
doubly zealous this year—for the times are hard,money is scarce.and there ix
a great deal to be done. This is just the time td try our faith. It is nothing
to give a few dollars or pounds when we have plenty and do not miss what
we give s but are we capable of self-sacrifice?  Shall we give as much to
the Lord as we were in the habit of giving though we should have to re-
trench in other directions? ¢ Iard times” will show to the world the stuff
our faith is made of.  Let us remember when we approach the Lord’s Trea-
sury that His eye is upon us, and that the world too keeps a sharp look out.

A_L¢.t
> Y

MMNISTERIAL EDUCATION.

Tie Corrrer AT Truro was opened on the 10th November when Pro-
fessor Ross delivered the Inaugural Address. The attendance of Students
is large—amounting to forty-eight, and including young men irom New
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and Cape Breton, as well as Nova Sco-
tia Proper. Besides the regular staff, consisting of Professors Ross, Lyar,
and McCurrocn, Mr Blapchard is engaged in “ grinding” such of the stu-
dents as are far behind in their preliminary studies.

The Session of the Ialifax College commenced as usual, about the begin-
ning of November, but it was not formally and publicly opened till the 3rd
ult.,, when the Rev. Dr. Smith gave an Inaugural Lecture in Toplar Grove
Church.  All the Students and a considerable number of citizens were in
attendance ; and listened with profound attention wkile the venerable Doc-
tor dizcoursed with emphatic carnestness on the vast importance of Theolo-
gy and the great responsibility rvesting on both Professors and students. e
deseribed minntely the various departments, which would come under his
own cognizanee and the manner in which he intended to treat them.

‘Fhere are sixteen Theological students prosecuting their course this win-
ter.  Two or three who expected to have been in attendance have been pre-
vented by circumstances which they could not control. The whole sixteen
receive more or less of the attention of Professor King, Dr. Smith and Mr.
MeXKnight.

The Church this year has no fewer than sixty-four students who look for-
ward to the ministry as their life-work.
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HISTORICAL SKETCH AND STATISTICS OFF THE FREE
CHURCH COLLEGE, HALIFAX.

Experience has abundantly proved that the true and effectual way of up-
holding and propagating divine ordinances in any country is through a na-
tive ministry. The Synod of the ¢ Presbyterian Church in Nova Scotia ad-
hering to the Westminster Standards” was alive to this fact, and as early as
1845 some movement was made in the Synod towards the establishment of
a College. Tt was in 1847 that the Synod determined to set agoing a Theologi-
cal Institute in Halitax, with two preparatory Academies of a high order, the
one in St. Juhn, N. B,, and the other in this city. These Academies were
intended as feeders to the College. The Ilalifax Academy was establizhed
accordingly, but we are not aware that any attempt was made in St John.

The College and Academy at Ilalifax commenced operations on a small
scale in the spring of 1843. The Coilege was that spring temporarily su-
perintended by the Rev. Dr. Forrester, then a Deputy from the Free Chareh
of Scotland ; and the Academy was in charge of Rev. Alexander Romans,
then of Dartmouth. .

Buat it was not till the 2nd of November, 1848, that the College was fair-
ly commenced or formally inangurated.  Professors Kine and McKexzir
arrived here in October, and on the day.above mentioned Professor King
delivered the Inangural Address. The Colonial Committee of the Frec
Church, with great liberality. cngaged to pay the salaries of the two Profes-
sors for four years—till the Synod here should have raised a sufficient en-
dowment. The commitice issued the following advertisement in October
preceding the inauguratior of the College :

“TarorLocy: Rev. ANprEW King. MEeNTAL aXD Natvrarn Puro-
sOPHY, WITH GENERAL AND CLassicarl LiteraATURrRE: Rev. John C. Me-
Kexzie. The Rev. ALExanber Forrester has agreed to give a course
of Lectures on Natural Science, in connexion with Natural Theology and
the Evideaces of Revealed Religion. Classes for Ilebrew and Oriental Li-
terature will be formed under Rev. Davip HoNeymaxn.”

Fifteen stndents were enrolled for the first session.  Ths first student who
finished his stndies here and was Ticensed by permission of the Free Synod.
was the Rev. W. G. Forbes, the late Moderator. He finished his curricu-
lum in 1851, We give a complete list of all the students who completed
their course under Professor King :—

1852 : Messrs G. Suthesland and J. A. Ross.

1854 :—DNMessrs [Tector McKay, Willimn Murvay, Geovge Munro. Alex.
Ross. T. G. Johnston, Alex. Smith, A. Camplell. G. N. Gordon.

1853 :—Messrs K. McKenzie, A. W. MceKay, N. McKay, James Fowler,
Abrakam McIntosh.

1856 :—Mr II. D. Stecle.

1857 :~—Messrs. C. L. Ress, Robert Murray, D. Sutherland, D. McNeill,
8. ¥. Johnston, James A. Murray.

1859 :—Mr A. G. Forbes.

1860 :—NMessrs. D. Morrison, Duncan McXKinnon, H. MeMillan.

The following students died before completing their course, seme of them
not Laving been more than one or twa sessions in attendance, Messis Ro-
bert MeDonald, D. McHardy, Daniel Sutherland, Alex. McKay, John Me-
Donald, and McDonald.

During the Session of 1830 the College met a severe stroke in the death
of Professor McKenzie who was greatly beloved and respected not only by
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the students but by the public gencrally. He died on the 12th March, 1850.
Two ycars ago the students aud other friends erected a handsome monu-
ment over his grave.  Professor MeKenzie's place was supplied during the
184930 by Rev. A. Romans and Rev. D. Honeyman. Professor Lyall
arrived in October, 1850, in time for the next session, after having been two
years Professor in Inox’s College, Toronto.

Till the winter of 1852, the College occupicd Romans’s Building, near the
centre of the eity, for which an annaal rent of £160 was paid.  In 1851, the
Rev. Jolm Stewart, New Glazgow, visited Scotland with the view of raising
a sum of money sufficient to secure a new building for the College for which
of course no rent would require to be paid. e succeeded in raising the ve-
ry handsome sum of L1168 13s.  The cost of the Buildings at Dutch Town
amounted to £1337 7s. 11d. There isa debt of £307 11+ 1d. incurred
chiefly before the old building was left, and accumulating under the name of
¢ Current Expenses”  This sum was borrowed from the Professorial Fund
—Dbut borrowed in the fine old Jewish ‘i-hion, no interest being paid to the
lender!

This brings us to the Proressorian Foxn. The whole amount raised
with interest and dividends is now £10,078 15s. L. Of this sum £3,011
Ss. 6d. have been expended, and the amount now invested is £7,097 6s. 7d.
But of this sum the abovementioned £807 11s. 1d. yield no interest. The
fund was collected as follows =—

£ s d. £ s d.
1848 782 12 4. 1855 2020 0 0.
1849 683 11 11. 1856 1,165 15 0.
1850 484 15 4. 1857 1,036 17 6.
1851 375 4 9. 1859 227 6 1.
1862 S14 17 7. 1860 38 5 2
1853 145 11 7.

12 185475, by the exertions of Drs. McLeod and Forrester and the Rev.
(. Sutherland the sum of £7.907 10s was subscribed in the Lower Pro-
vinees. At least one third of this sum remains to be collecied. In 1856 a
considerable number of new subscriptions were obtained and old ones collec-
ted by the Rev. William Murray, who was then Agent of the Church

In 1855 the Rev. Mr McKnight was sent out by the Colonial Committec
to tuke charge of the Hebrew and Oriental Literature department—Profes-
sor King having had that added to his other labors for several years previous.
In the same year the College Board obtained an Act of Incorporation.

Thus we have gathered into small space and placed on record the leading
facts connected with the Ialifax College.  Dry as they may appear to some
of our readers, we believe that they will be perused with great interesi by
the majority.  This is an age of statisties, wnd it needs only a little practice
to make you read columns of figures and dry facts with as much gusto as if
they were poetry.  One thing is certain, that there is generally more to be
learnt from figures such as the foregoing than from the brightest figures of
speech.

L3
A
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HOME MISSIONS.

The ministers and probationers under the superintendence of the Home
Mission Board, were distributed as follows among the several Presbyteries
at the last meeting of the Board :— :

Rev. J. Waddell, Presbytery of Georgetown.
Rev. J. Byers, “ “ Truro.

Mr. Alex. McDonald, “ “  Pictou.

Mr. Hugh McMillan, “ “  Halifax.
Mr Duncan McXKinnon, “ “  Trinceton.

7

PRESBYTERY OF IIALIFAX.

Congregation of Clyde River, Barrington, &e.—The only vacaney in the
Halifax Presbytery is the congregation formed by the division of the exten-
sive district formerly under the charge of the Rev. G. M. Clarke, of Shel-
burne. It is now about two years since the charge was divided with the in-
tention of calling an additional labourer into the field. The Eastern part,
including Shelburne, Jordan River, and Locke’s Island, sought and obtained
the continnance of Mr Clarke’s services, and assumed the responsibility of
support. )

The Western end including Clyde River, Barrington, Ohio and Cape Sa-
ble Island, was known to be the weaker portion, and have been encouraged
to anticipate a supplement so soon as they make a united and good cffort to
secure & Pastor for themselves. The Clyde River part of the congrega-
tion is most numerous. The Barrington section is small but energetic. The
Presbyterians of Cape Sale Island are few but there is ample scope for e-
vangelistic work ; a new church has been erected, and Probationers have
heen well received.

Mr H. McMillan is now labouring in this vacancy and we trust his ear-
nest efforts to serve his Master may be crowned with success,

Sheet Harbour and adjacencies—Sheet Harbour on the Atlantic Coast,
is distant about 80 miles from Upper Mausquodoboit. More than half the
people are Presbyterians who many years ago were formed into a congrega-
tion and have since been supplied by the Rev. John Sprott.  Daring sum-
mer’s heat, and winter’s cold, Mr Sprott has made his appearance among
them monthly, with few interruptions, for many years.  Ile is probably there
now while we are writing these lines.  They have a Church—Elders, and
a communion Roll considerably numerous.  When the Lord’s Supper is dis-
pensed, the people come from other harbours East and West.  The people
prize ordinances and feed upon the truth,

Mr Sprott has frequently requested the Presbytery to take charge of the
congregation and to provide a more regular and more abundant supply but
hitherto the paucity of labourers has prevented the accomplishment of a re-
sult so carnestly to be desired.  Mr Sedgwick has been appointed to preach
two Sabbaths, in the congregation before long, and to inform the people of
the earnest desire of the Presbytery to have them supplied with a Pastor,
and to explain the position and prospzets of the United Body as respects
Preachers.

Watton.—The Presbytery at its last meeting provided six days supply
for Rawdon by members of Presbytery, preaching there on alternate Sab-
baths. Should the people in this, the most destitute part of Hants County
in a spiritual point of view, exhibit any unity and energy of action, it is
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hoped that an additional labourer may be settled here taking charge of some
part of what is now the Rev. J. Cameren’s congregation and which he has
offered to resign. .

In the neighbourhood of Walten, on the shore of the Basin of Minas, and
in IFants County, there are also a number of Presbyterian families who
have oceasionally reccived supply of preaching. Those who have visited
this locality have been kindly received, their message heard with deep at-
tention, amd followed by urgent requests for their return.  The Presbytery
found it impossible to make any provision for the supply of this little band
at their lust meeting.

PRESBYTERY OF PICTOU.

This Presbytery extends from Pugwash to Guysboro, and would well af-
ford scope for several missionaries besides those employed there alveady.
We believe it probable that the next Synod will divide this Presbytery by
crecting one in the west to include, say, the congregations of River John,
Earltown, Tatamagouche, New Annan, Wallace, and Goose River. There
vould be ample work for a missionary within this region. What one min-
ister for example, can long continue, with due regard to health and life, to
accupy the extensive field now under the charge of the Rev John Munro,
Wallace?  Then there is the rich tract of country between River John and
Tatamagouche which requires to be looked after; and other places also
which the brethren in that region know far better than we. Farther cast
there are the stations of Roger’s Hill and Salt Springs. A station which
will shortly become a congregation has already been, or will shortly be, es-
tablished at Little ITurbeur. This place with its adjacencies is sufficiently
strong te sustain a minister—especially if the people were to exert them-
~¢lves, and submit to considerable self-sacrifice for the sake of a settled min-
istry, as our people do very cheerfully in some less favoured parts of the
Church.  The labours of a missionary ave also required for Goshen, Coun-
try Harbour and adjacencies. These distriets, with a part of the Rev Joln
Campbell’'s congregation which he proposes to relinquish, will be sufficiently
strong to form a distinet charae and to support a minister for themselves.

CAPE BRETON.

‘We have no probationer now in Cape Breton, though we believe there is
ficld enough for at least tour or five. All, or nearly all labourers, for Cape
Iireton would require to know the Gaelic language.  We hope to be able to
lay the case-of Cape Breton at some length before our readers in a future
aumber.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

We understand that the recently formed congregation in Charlotietown
is supplied by Mr McGillivray—the Synod’s commissioners having failed to
effeet an tmanediate union between them and the Free Church congregation
there and recommended that separate supply be granted them once @ month
in the mean-time. We hope the problem of uniting these congregations,
though deferred, will not be abandoned in despair for it would be a very
ansatisfactory thing to maintain two congregations, both dependent on the
Home Mission for aid, in a place where one united congregation might soon
Be at least, self-supporting,

The Rev. Mr Waddell labours at West St. Peters, though giving ocea-
sional serviees also at Dundas.  Mr Duncan McKinnon has been suffering
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from ill health ; but he has so far recovered as to be able to preach at Rich-
mond Bay. This congregation’ proposes addressing a call to him.

It will be seen from ingellizence recorded under other headings that both
Messrs Byers and McDonuld are now off the Home Mission list.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

OUR TURKISH MISSION.—STATEMENT BY CHAIRMAN
OF COMMITTEE.

A few statements regarding the past history and present condition of the:
mission to Turkey may be desirable, both from the want of acquaintance of
many contributors to foreign missions with the state of that mission, and
from their want of knowledge of the resolution of the united church, vigor-
ously to prosecute the work, to which in the providence of God they ave
called in that land of darkness and spiritual death. In 1838, the attention
of the Free Church of Nova Scotia was turned to Turkey, as most urgent-

-1y demanding at that time the attention of the christisn Church. Most pro-
videntially a Missionary was provided in the perzon of the Rev. Petros Con-
stantinides, (known to many in this country), a Licentiate of the Free
Church of Scotland, fitted at once for the work as being a Greek. - He left
our shoras for Turkey®in November of that year,as the first Missionary to-
the Greeks from any branch of the christian Church. That people had
been sadly neglected, and overlooked, both by the christian churehes of Bri-
tain and America ; though the Romish Charch with eagle eye sought to’en~
snare them.

Mr Constantinides had collected # small band of Protestants or evangelical
christians in Constantinople, previous to his going to Scotland to finish his
studies. His father and some Aumerican missionaries helped to keep them
together. till he had returned to them. These Protestatits worshipoed in a
place of which they have been deprived since the Missionary’s return to
them, and he was compelled to take any place that could be got and at as.
little expense to the mission as possible. The Free Synod of Nova Sco-
tia were unable to raise such a sum as would build suitable premises in
Constantinople, pay the Miscionary and a colparteur, and, therefore, directed
the attention of the Missionary to surrounding localities where were nucle
of small congregations of Greecks who had been collected through the instru-
mentality of the American Missionaries labouring among the Armenians.

Passing over from Constantinople to Asia Minor, Mr C. found a few
christians who had been long and earnestly crying to  Missionaries to visit
them. By his presence and preaching they increased so rapidly in number,
that he could find no house in Demirdesh (the name of the town) sufficient
to hold the large concourse of people that flocked to hear the Gospel. ~ He-
preached in open courts, and under the canopy of heaven to all who assem-
bled. Meantime, the colporteur. along with his own work,.preached to the
small band in Constantinople. Schools for males and females were set a~
going at Demirdesh, which came to be so numerously attended, that there:
was no accommodation for the scholars. These schools were upheld for a
season by an Association of Ladies in Edinburgh, who koew Mr Constanti-
nides, and appreciated his labonrs in behalf of his benighted countrymen.
Demirdesh is inhabited by Greeks, without mixture of Turks or Jews &c.,
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and a finer field for missionary labour is varely to be found throughout the
wide limits of Turkey. DBrusa, another eity about 14 miles distant, is calling
for u missionary, and the Church will soon have to look at the question of
sending a helper to Mr C.  He feels his loneliness sorely, and from the va-
rious stations he has to oceupy, he eannot be continuously in any one place.
Notwithstanling, the adherents ave steadily inereasing, aud the compunion
has been dispensed amory them with singular emotions in the minds of some
of the communicants who sat down for the first time at the table of the Lord,
-at the advanced age of 70 or 80 years. It was a time of refreshing to the
evangelical band., that will not be forgotten while life lasts.

What is now desiderated, is, the erection of a church and school at Demir-
desh to enable the Missionary to give establishment to the cause of Christin
that section of the country. The Estublished Church of Scotland, whose
means are more ample, have taken up their head-quarters at Constantinople,
and it is to be hoped they may occupy a post. of influence in that stronghold
of Sutan.  Their mission is to the Greeks and they are the only ciwrch be-
side ourselves who have directed attention to that oppressed and enslaved
nation.  Providenze scems to point out Demirdesh to us as a centie of in-
fluence, and from the success which onr solitary missionary has slready had
among the people, we foudly hope the door will not be closed upon him,
which the Lord, in answer to prayer, has so graciously opened to him. The
nissionary states, that the sum of £1000 will be necessary to erect suitable
edifices, and that the converts at Demirdesh will do their ntinost in securing
the needed premises. He further states, the atter inability of the ‘adhereats
of the cause of Christ there to effeet this object ; and especially this year
from the failure of their crops of all kinds, which has brought them to the
verge of starvation.

In these circumsiances the Bodrd of Missions now make their appeal to
the United Church, to follow up the resolution come to at the time of the
Union, of raising this amount as a testimony of their thankfulness to God
that they came to be so auspiciously and harmoniously united into one
church ; resolved by the power of God to unfurl the banner of the Cross more
extensively to the heathen of the New Hebrides, and to the enslaved, de-
pressed and superstitions Greceks of Turkey. ]

This appeal comes to us enforeed by many conziderations, and did space
permit, we might enumerate many.  From the Grecks has the civilized
and christian world the noblest specimens of architeeture which have been
erected in our world ; from them have we the highest and most renowned
bistorians, orators, and poets :—from them has proceeded the polite litera-
ture of the day, the coveted prize of scholars of every country ;—in their no-
hle language, under the guidance of inspiration, have we from the Apostles
of Christ the glorious tidings of salvation, which thongh they proved in the
duy of Paul #a stumbling block to the Jews, znd to the Greeks foolishness”,
are destined to prove to both the power of God, and the wisdom of God,
and though durkness and spiritual death have long brooded over them, they
are doubiless yet, to become a christian people. And we may be erecting
the first centre of light in Asia Minor, once the seat of Gospel light, from
which shall emanate the light to chase away the darkness, which ages of
corruption have caused to settle down in Egyptian darkuess, upon the in-
hiabitants of the climes of the sun

What though the work of Christianizing them be a great, an arduous, and
perchance a lengthened work, it is to be accomplished. And though it is
butthe day of small things with them and with us; yet if we are honoured

’
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of God to begin the work—of laying the foundation, and helping to rear
temple for them for spiritual and christian worship, we are putting our hand
to the work of Ged, and he has promised that in all places where his name:
is recorded he will come and bless us.  But while we are helping to rear a
structure to contain worshippers, we areat the same time rearing a spivitual,
living temple, a temple that shall outlast all the stractuves of this world, and
which shall shine with the glory of Immanuel upon it, after all the struc-
tures of the earth shall be burnt up; this temple of redecemed souls shall
shine brighter and brighter as the ages of eternity roll on. Who amongst us.
will t]'ailgto have a ready hand and a prayerful heart, in the rearing of such a
temple ?

N. B. Contributions for this object will be received by Abraham Patter-.
son Esq,, Synod Treasurer, Pictou, by My Jas, MeCallum, Covehead, P. E.
Island, Mr Robert Smith, "Truro, Messrs A. & W, MacKinlay, Book-sellers,.
Halifax, or any member of the Board of Foreign Missions. |

It is proposed that collecting cards should be used in each congregation,.
20 s(;lpply of which will be forwarded by the Board to eaclv minister of its

Yo

The foregoing article is from the pen of the excellent Chairman of the
Board of Foreign Missions. We have only to add a few facts which may
be new to many of our readers. Mr Constantinides is the son of a Greek
who was converted under some of the oldest American Presbyterian Mission~
aries. Mr C, was brought up a Christian, but dates his entranee upon the
spiritual life from the time that he was proseeuting his medical studies in
the Protestant College at Malta. He was intended for a Doctor ; but when
the light of the gospel shone into his soul he felt an irvesistible call to preach
the truth he had found so precious, to his poor countrymen. e prosecuted:
his studies with great success ut Malta, and finished his theological educa-
tion at the New College, Edinburgl.  He bad not enly opportunities but
urgent invitations to enter into the ministry of the Church of England; bat
he conscientiously preferred Presbyterianism.

Mr Constantinides’s salary is £200 per annum. American Missionaries.
in the same field generally get from fifteen hundred to two thousand dollars
per annum. The whole amount raised by the ¥ree Church for.the Mission
previous to the meeting of Synod in June, was £13135 19s. 24d.  The dis-
bursements to the same date amounted to £846 4s. 3d. Qur kind New
Brunswick brethren gave nearly £20 in 1839. The sum of £80 was paid
to a teacher named Philoxcenides. Mr CJs sister had charge of the Female
School. Both were well atterded; but operations had to be suspended dur-
ing the summer. Our missionary has met with great kindness and atten-
tion from the missionaries of other churches, especially those of the Presby-
terian Church of the United States.

OUR NEW HEBRIDES MISSION.—LETTERS FROM REV.
MESSRS. GORDON, MATHESON, AND JOHNSTON.

Ernonanca, July 10th, 186€0.
Rev. axp DEsr Sir,— " . T

I hasten to write you a few lines by a vessel just Jeaving for China, although
I am not in a composed state of mind for writing, ** being joyful at the coming of
a Stephanas.”’  Messrs. Copeland and Jolinston have come over to see us, and are-
now waiting for a fuvorable opportunity to return.  With us all you will have.
new cause of joy and gratitude for the safe arrival of Mr. and Mrs, Johnston iny
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health and strength at this refreshing scason of the year. The difficulties in the
way of meeting together are very serious here at present, but we must try and
overcome them. After we meet, God willing, you will in due time have partica-
lurs in relation to our operations.

As the clothing and medicine which have been sent by the faithful friends are
an offering to the Lord Jesus to be used for his honor nmong this degraded people,
wa bscech you to pray that we may hiave wisdom 80 to use these means, and at
the same time we return our best thunks for such benefits, Mrs. Gordon especi-
ally feels grateful sud refreshed by the unexpected tokens of Christian regard from
s0 many wh.m 1 am sure she would feel it a privilege to know face to face as her
sisters in the kingdem of our Lord, and will herself acknowledge such by an early
oppurtunity, God willing. .

We, however, were not anxiously inquiring if the friends with you were or
were not 80 caring for us: but one thing of more importunce we have been in.
quiring for incessantly with anxious expectation of good things to come. Haus the
dew of Hermon descended on your Zion as it is copiously descending elsewliere?

1 would take this opportunity of expressing my gratitude to the Rev. Messrs.
Waddell, McGregor, R. Murray, McCulloch, Currie, Laird, Fraser, and Mr.
Jumes und other triends for their kind letters, till 1 have opportunity to write
them. I can assure them thut such letters are frequently blessed by God in the
advafcement of his cause out here far heyond what they imagine,

1 remain, dear bruther, yours very traly,
GEORGE N. GORDON.
Rev. James Bayne.

P.S.—Just leaving with the brethren, and I go with a heavy heart ; but duty
calls, and I must leave all behind at this critical time in the hands of. God.

If you ses Mr. lnglis before ho receives a letter from me, please state that 1 will
fulfil' all his desire in relation to the Grammar as soon as possible. We'anticipa-
ted mudch good by the coming of Mr. -Johnston, and I think will not be disap-

ointed. :

P 1 have to state that AMr, Geddie acknowledges the receipt of his Bell, which X
have not seen. I usked the Directors of the London Missionary Suciety how much
1 skould pay for a Bell, they said £5. [ informed you of this, and you forthwith
jtave me authority to purchase one for my station out of the £17 1s. Gd. sterling
given to me, hoping T would get one equally as good for my station. Of this
sum, however, My. G.’s Bell cost £10 188. maunting, &e. Above this I have ac-
cu;;uted for £1 16s. 1 have as good a Bell, but I paid part of the prgze (ﬁt_‘ ibG my-
self. . N. G.

ERrrouaNGA, June, 1860.

T the Board of Foreign Missions of the Preshyterian Church of N. S.

Rev. axp Dear Breraren,—At the expiration of another year in the Mas-
ter’s work on this island, in which we have been so graciously preserved, you will
expect fuller accounts of our, work here than I have yet given you. I, however,
feel that 3t is much easier to speak of this work necgatively than positively, untid
we have indubitable evidence that the gospel is preached among the heathen with
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven ; and till we have facts resulting from His
convincing and quickening power,: we can only report matters of sccondary im-
portance about what w2 have doune, which in Providence depends much on -our
energy, prudence and the means we have at our disposal ; and we cannot write
much about such matters withont blowing our own trumpet and procuring more
honor to oursclves than to the Great Master whom we serve, who is a jealous God.

CONVERSION. A
The horizon of heathenism is & peculiar horizon~-dark, very dark, and cloudy,
in which it is exceedingly difficult to recognize the first tokens of spiritual light ;
hut when the Sun of Righteousness sha’ll%:we arisen on it we shall not be ignor-
ant of the fact. The heathen of sich islands as this can appreciate some advan-
tages arising from peaceable foreigners residing among them, especially missiona-
vies, who are only objectionable on acoount of the doctrines which they preach.
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When some foreigners have died they have made mourning for them, while they
were veady to kill others. It does not require much worldly wisdom to acquire
worldly influence awmong them, of which you have an illustration in the case of
Sir James Brooke of Sarawak. But, a8 we seek a bigher ohject, we by and by
appear to them as disturbers of their fulse peace, ** who turn the world upside
down." Tn this state of things it appenrs wise to imitato our Great Master in
+¢ going ubout doing ood.”” In this manner we make way for the entrance of the
word, which by the Spirit enlightens and makes free.  We nowsceseveral instan-
ces of reformation ubout us, sbut no case, 1 fear, of renl conversion. Pray, oh
pray, that another year muy not pass away without hearing of converts to Christ
on Brromanga.
OPPOSITION TO THI GOSPEL AND ITS CAUSES.

During the latter part of our second year of lahor several heathen tribes, who
ave still heathen in every seuse of that terta, began to appreciate the temporal ad-
vantages—by medicine, clothing and otherwise—and of course soun filled vur
school-huuse on the Sabbaths to please us; and wore than twenty of them gave
some assistance in putting up the frame of a church. Thea came the testing time
~another sandal wood establishment—cold rains and sickness—shame, confasion
and hatred by the reading of the Law of Mozcs—the wourding of their pride by
receiving such abominable creatures ay women into the worship of God*—
the revival of the old Tanna doctrine by the opposing chiefs and its propagation®ith
doublo zeal—war ut the north end, and among those whao helped at a church for
awhile—all followed in quick snccession. In all it was easy to recognize the
workings of the cnemy of souls; and withal that God reigneth. War among
those who professed to be Jotw and their return to leathen practices, and the infle-
ence of the Tunnese upon the Frromangans, still present great ohstacles in the way
of the gospel. The deaths at Anciteum and in the mission and sickness of mis.
sionaries are kept before the Erromangans. 1 may just state that one of the last
young men who has been over from here, who could read, has returned and
thrown away the word of God.

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF JEHOVAH OUR GOD RECOGNIZED.

The Devil and his angels could not but rajoice with fieadish joy over the state ol
matters here of late. In such gircamstances God always vindicates the Lonor of
his great name, and he has done o most signally here, causing his cnemics to ac-
knowledge his power and bis wajesty, I can only give some instances of Ilis
judgments. The tribe that forsook the house of God to fight lost their head in o
few days by a sudden attack of illness. They carried him tow-rds the mission
premises and ran for me, but he died hefore | could afford hin any help; buot I

. was instrumental in saving the life of his brother. A fine young man was shoe
dead and a considerable number badly wounded, and are still suffering from their
wounds, as they will not undergo an operation for the abstraction of Lroken as-
rows when they com= to me with them. 'Theee Krromangaus ave ¢ mild and do-
eile’” when they are sleeping, smoking tohacco and not fichting, which is not very
often.  1f they ever hecome docile, I betieve our Master Jusus must have the ho-
nor of muking them so by his mest precions gospel.  This tribe is otherwise af-
flicted, and acknowledges that it is the hahd of God, because they have forsaken
his worship. -

Some who have openly profined the Sabbath and despised tho authority of Je-
hovali have died in dréadful agony. One young man requested to be shot.  The
head’chief of Dillon’s Bay made bis auraal feast on the Sabbath, and the chicf
for whom it was made died on the day which was first appointéd for the feast.
Another chief then held his feast on a Monday. Again, & few wecks ago, ano-
ther party near td us, which foracok the worship of God by the influence of the
chiels, went to a heathen feast at Roviliow (Portenia Bay), and while gone they
profaned the Sabbath and spake lightly of the ordinances of God, if not of God
himself; they returned on a Saturday evening with their only two children, much
beloved, especially one of them, and they carried back two gods with them, ima-
ges of the moon, and early on Sabbath morning these two children died, and Dil-

* The men were willing that the wowmen shoald »it outside or behind backs—not utherwise.
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lon’s Bay has since been re-echuing their loud lamentations  One of them, who
cruelly murdered and ate a Sandwich wan near to us last year, is suid to be now
dying in a dreadful state. Great fear has seized many, while others sbun us, and
1 need not state what some of them would do to us were it not for the restraining
grace of Goud. ¢ God is known hy the judgments which he exceuteth.”  We had
about fifty last Lord’s-day from both sides of the island, who scemed moro than
ushul in earnest, as if the Spirit of God were at work, while I was on my favorite
subject, ** The Great Supper.” I do not think al} the chiefs of Tanua could now
persuade some tribes on the west side of this island that men die who worship Je-
hovah, for some of them here openly declare that it is che reverse, and that while
they worshipped Jehovah it was well with them.

IDOLATRY AS IT WAS AND AS IT IS.

Tdolatry had a strong hold of this people twenty-five years ago, when their
pricsts were many and influential and their propitiatory and free-will offerings
shundant. At this time an cpidemic over-ran the island and swept off o large
proportion of the entire population, among whom were many of the saered men
who died suddenly without successors. God thus broke the ana of idolatry or
wenkened it here before this people saw o missionary. 'The-chiefs now present
the first ripe fraits to their deified futhers in the saucred groves, and in time of war
sapplicate their assistance and presence with a small stone which is carefully con-
cealed and made Yast to the handle of the spear or club which s destined to strike
down the enemy. The young men give food from their gardens when their chicfs
demand it for the gods, and thus far participate in idolatry where they have some
knowledge of its sinfulness. ‘Their forefathers seem to have been originally wor-
shippers of the sun and moon. The images of the latter are their protection-gods,
and they cleave to these with great firmness of faith. They state that Nobu, or
their deified fathers, gave them these images, which they hold fast as a blessed
legacy. ‘I'his is the lase species of idolatry which will be given up ov castaway
on Frromanga. 1saw one of these earried out a few days ago and placed by ba-
nanas prepared for a chief in Dillon’s Bay—thus acknowledging the suppesed
s{ource of the blessing of fruit. 1 believe a few old men pray to the sun in time of
drought. -

S§TATE OF SCHOOLS.

Tt is ohvious that schbols cannot prosper in any country efficiently, although
they may numerically; without good teachers; and for this end every island in
this group, if not every missionary, must have its or hie own normal school ere
schools ean be raised above a very low state. ¢ Infant School,”” however. is a
more appropriate term to designate our early sehools among such an ignorant peo-
ple.  When we came here we hoped that the ten young men who had been to the
Samoan and New Zealand normal schools would readily come to us for instrae-
tion, and for their benefit I did mtend to establish some kind of 2 normal school ;
but in these we have been quite disappointed with one exception.  Of about twen-
ty young men whoin I have induced at diflerent times to come to school about ten
last year have made some progress in reading, &c., and of these one or two
will make cfficient teachers, if I am not mistaken. Of these I could of coursefind
a hall-dozen of incapables whom I might now send to teach, who would no doubt
do smme good and wuch injury to the cause.  Our first great ohject must ever be
the general prenching of the gospel in school and out of &chool in all places, for
withoat this all our work must drive like Pharaoh’s chariot wheels. .

Alrs. Gordon has been very much tried in her department of missionary work
among the females. When she began to succeed among them with a small class
two years ago, the chief of Dillon’s Bay came and broke it up and took the wo-
men away with him.  She again succeeded in forming a class on the south side
of the river, and the destruction of fruit trecs, &c., by foreigners and other eir-
cumstances scattered these from ler. She was again succeeding with a goodly
numher of them, who came to ber several days in the week till the war broke out
last October and other causes of opposition to the gospel arose. Tive are now
wiLh her again daily, and the number will soon increage if they are net again per-
secuted and compelled to leave her.

-
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Mana's school, on the east side, was progressing favorably until the principal
chief of Portenia Bay beann to oppose it. He would have killed Mana before this
time if the other chiefs had not geen opposed to such « rash step. 'The Tannese
areexciting them of lute to more open opposition, but I hope the diffusion of more
light will soften down these bard thoughts and feclings of their darkened souls.
1 fear that the presence of another smissionary here at present would excite some
opposition. It would not huve been so cighteen months ago. | purpose remav-
g one or two promiring young men over here to my school, as I have from other
settlements.  We, however, have great difliculty in providing food for them, as
war among the tribes here and foreign occupation of lands have left this part of
the island'in great destitution. 1 got a ton of rice and some flour and biscuit
through friends i Sydney, which has helped our school for two years. We give
them food once a day and get them to school twice. Somo of these are becoming
industrious, and will soon provide for themsclves. IFf we had more provision, or
the means of obtaining it from the tribes who have some, we could turn some of
the evils of the tribes about here into blessings, by bringing them under the influ-
ence of the gospel—thus would much good come out of evil.

TRANSLATION.

I have tranelated the book of Jonah and & Catechism during the past year, and
am well on with the Gospel of Luke, which I hope to have printed, together with
the Acts of the Apustles, # year hence. It is now being read in sehool from Mrs,
Gordon’s autograph, which we trust will save mauy pounds for premature print-
ing.(?) We expect to get the printing done in Auckland, as the Bishop of New
Zealand hes some knowledge of this language, and will no doubt take the superin-
tendence of the printing, 1t he can.  Unless sone other missionary comes to take
my place, 1 cannot well leave for three months ; although L need hardly state how
important it is, that the translator of any portion of the word of God should su-
perintend its printing.

NATIVE AGENCY.

‘There is a necessity for employing more native agency in Polynesia than, per-
haps. any other mission field on account of the ignorance, and illiterate state, of its
inbabitants. No one requires to be informed that such an agency among the hea-
then is important. Wo all require men—not a few—to assist us in teaching the
varivus tribes to read, and all who help us in this way and do not set a bad exam-
ple to the heathen scem to be gencrally esteemed by missionaries and are well
spoken of. 1t would be premature, however, for me yet to speak much about the
good of such an agency, as we have had few teachers on this island engaged in
teaching in any way, and they require four or five years to acquire a new lan.

uage so as fo take charge of a school and prove themselves valuable helps.—
Sickness and deaths prevented a mnjority of those who were sent to this island
from thus having an opportunity of exerting their legitimate influence for good.
There are five or six of their graves here, and several more at the Loyalty Islands,
who received their stroke of death here. The last of these died in March—DMakea
of Aitetaki, who came here from Nina. The graves of these men led me to think
of them and their sorrows and trials, and wherein they may have done good to
this heathen people. though 1 tuy not be able to recogaize it, God will remember
them for it in that day when he shall 1ift their headson high. Of some who causs
bitterness and disappointment I have not time nor inclination now to write. In
these circumstances you will therefove not be surprised to learn that Mana, the
Erromangan convert of the Samoan mission, has taught more to read, of the few
who can read, than all foreirn teachers taken together ; and this he did in a few
months. I believe one native teachér is more valuable in the school deparunent
of the work than thres foreign teachers from any island in the Pacific.

Some missionaries believe that they ean go among the heathen where Europeans
cannot, and thus open up the way for missionaries where they eannot teach schools.
‘This requires more proof to satisfy an impartial inquirer. A considerable number
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of Raratongans have been killed of n small band in Western Polynesin. Would

there have been more of Europeans? I agree with those who think not.
G. N. GORDON.

. Taxsa\May 14th, 1860.
Rev. axp Dear Sir,— N ’

You will be pleased to learn that, in the good providence of God, we have
again been permitted to return to our station upon Tanna. We left Erromanga
on the mornng of the 19th ult. and urrived at Port Resolution the following af-
ternoon, not knowing anything respecting the movements of the John Knoz, or
in whose services she was to he employed this year. Instead of remaining any
longer upon Erromanga, with the pruspect of getting o pussage in her to Tanna,
Mr. Gordon and I, after considering wfmt wag best to be done under present cir-
cumstances, concluded that, as the rainy season was now past and as by the bless-
ing of God my health has been in a great measure restored, and as duty to God,
to our feilow-men and to ourselves requived that we ehould be at our station with-
out any further delay, the only way of nccomplishing thig end was to secure a
passage in some trading vesscl.  We accordingly went down to-Dillon’s Bay and
consulted with Captain Paddon, who engaged to land us at our station for (£15)
fifteen pounds sterling, Upon our arrival at Port Resolution we were pleased to
find our much esteemed and worthy brother, Mr. Paton, in the enjoyment of ex-
cellent health.  During the past scason he has had very many trisls with which
to contend from the hands of the natives. Several of the inland trihes have been
at war with the harbor tribe among whom he is residing. The fighting has olten
been at his very door, and upon some occasions his life has been in imminent peril.
At present the war is terminated—the harbor people seem to be friendly and say
that they will not again go to war unless compelled to act in self-delence.  Owing
to the disturbed state of matters among those tribes nothing has as yet been done
in the way of establishing schools or of collecting any of the natives for the pur-
pose of receiving instruction. We remained with Mr. Paton ten days. On Sab-
bath I accompanied him inland to some of his preaching stations. In the morn-
ing he conduets worship at his own station, and then itinerates during the remain-
der of the day—preaching in any village or scttlement in whieh he finds some two
or three persons assembled. The first Sabbath morning thero were 9 natives pre-
sent at'public worship at his own station—35 women and 4 men. The second
Sabbath there were but 5 present—4 men and 1 woman.

On the 1st instant we came round to our own station (which is some 12 or 14
miles from Resolution Bay) accompanied by Mr. Paton and four or five of his na-
tives, whom he had engaged the previous day nso boat's crew. Shortly after our
arrival it was reported that the natives of Nakaruk (a village about half way be-
tween the two stations) had resolved to kill all the natives from Mr. Paton’s sta-
tion upon their return home. Upon hearing this report they besought Mr. Paten
to leave after night, in order that they might get past that village unobserved by
their enemies.  He complied and had made all necessary arrangements for leaving
at midmight, but when he came to collect his boat’s crew we found that, owing to
their having indulged too freely in the use of kava during the former part of the
evening, they were utterly incapable of managing a boat. He therefore remained
quild the following morning, left after breakfast, and arrived home safely by
mid-day.

As rg ards the work upon this side of the island prospects are at present very
dark and discouraging—more so than for some years past. Several circumstances
have combined to lead to this sad state. One great barrier in the way of the
spread of the gospel here is the want of efficient teachers, persons of intelligence
and piety, capable of instructing by their example as well as by their precept.
When we speak of teachers being here you will naturally expect also to hear of
schools having followed in their train, but such has not been the ease upon Tanna.
In October, 1854, two teachers wero stationed at Anuikaraka. Several others
have since followed, and have been located at different villages. When we came
here last year we were not a little surprised to find that not even one native had
been taught one letter of the Alphabet. After being here two months we suc-
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ceeded in opening two schoals, oneat our own station and the cther at Anuikaraka,
‘Tho former  superintonded wyself, the lutter was conducted by Talip.  Since we
left both schools have been broken up, and not onc of thdse who then attended
now kaow a letter, At all the villagesat whish teachers had been stationed pub-
lic worship has, 10 a greater or less extent, been ubandoned by the natives. At
one village, of which Namua is the principal chief, neither he nor any of his
people has attended worship during the past six months, At Anuikaraka the
teachors Smd heen allowed to remain umuo&estcd since Octoher, 1854, and Yaresi,
the prineipal chief, was very kind, supplying them with food and nffording them
proteciion when 1 danger [rom the hands of his and ajsv of their enemics, but
hoth teachers have recently lelt that sition.  Yuresi has taken possession of their
house, and at present protests against their returning to s land,  Of the teachers
Taliv 18 the only one who has as yet acquived o suflicient knowledge of the lan-
gruage to do anything cifective in the way of teaching ov of addressing the natives.
Severad of our most influsntial people still stand aloot from us, and doubless exert
a had influence over many others who might be disposed to attend worship on the
Ssbbath-day, The first Sabbuth after our return we had but $ men and 12 wo-
men at service, and last Sabbath 14 men and about the same number of women
us on the preceding day. O that the Spirit of God may speedily be pourved out
upon this dark, dark isle of thesea! O that ITe may svon hreathe upon those dry
bones and that among thetn some symptoms of spiritual life may soon appear!
Were it not for the assurance that God bas truly given this durk isle to his Son
as 1 portion of his possession, and its swarthy sons and daughters as a part of his
inheritance, our hearts would surely sooun fail and be discouraged on account of
the trials and the difficulties which on every hand beset our path. But, though
onr prospects be neither high nor cheering, we would still hope in God, in a God
all sufficient, cven in that God whom we pray may soon be glorified by the con-
version to himself of all kindreds, nutions, tongues and peopie.

Yours truly,
J. W. MATIIESON.
Rev. James Bayne.

S

. Ezrovaxes, Dirtox’s Bav, July 10th, 1800,
Rev. axo Drar Siz,—

Oa Thursday, the Gth instant, I left Mr. Geddie's, in the John Anoz, for the
purpose of visiting the neighbouring istands. My Copeland accompames me, and
has chief command of our little vessel. During the night we reached Fotuna, and,
not suceeeding to get any natives to come off, we Jay-to until morning, when a
number of cances came off to us.  Wo had on board the teachers whowm they or-
dered to leave the island some monthy ago. ‘They scemed pleased to see the teach-
ers, and wished them to return. 'I'ne teachers thomselves are willing to return,
and we hope they will be replaced in their respective stations soon. 1 wus much
srieved to see the natives apparently much more anxious for worldly barter than
for the treasures of heaven that are more precious than gold and silver.

Fotuna is 2 mountain rising abraptlv out of the sea to the height of several
hundred feet. It has no harbour, is very rugpged and unproductive. The natives
here are quite different in appearance and language from the Western Polynesians,
They have evidently come from the Eastern Islands.

On Friday afrernoon we rea¢hed Tanna, whose natural scenery and apparent
fertility are all the eye could desire. We received u most warm and affectionate
reception from our dear brother, Mr. Paton, whom we found quita well and ac-
tively engaged in his work.

My first impressions of the Tannese were deep, and will be Jasting. They have
an air of independence and indifference, which clearly tells you that they bave a
feeling of superiority and safety. 'I'heir countenances express pride, impudence,
and they evidentiy possess greéat eenrgy of character. Their eye is restless and
penetrating. ‘They ave superior intellectually and physically to their neighbours.

It is tho opinion of many of our friends at home that the dangers and triuls of
mission lifo are past—that others have laboured and that all that now remains to
be done is to enter into their labours.  But did our friends fuily know the trials,

¢
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dangers and afllictions through which our hrother here has passed during the last
year, they would feel that the trinls and dangers of wmission life still lurgely exist.

For gome time after Mr. Paton was located on Tanna the natives did not give
~him much annoyance ; hut so soon a8 the work hegan to make any pereeptiblo
progress, the latent hatred and opposition to God's work burst forth.  When he
commenced to build a church a number of ehiefs, with their people, assembled and
ordered him to desist.  They said—+¢ We hate Jehova, his teachings, his people,
and love Satan, s worship, und our sins, &e.  We fought away Mr. Turner and
one teacher after another whom you sent to teach us. We have now como to
fight you (Mr. .) away ; for we know that it you build that church we will never
be uble to drive you and your worship away. So, it you do not leave, we will
shoot you.””  With that some ot them raised their guns to shoot him and one man
struck at him with a hatchet, but the fatal hlow wus warded off by an Aneiteum-
ese teacker,  Ho then told them that they might kitl and eat im, but ho would
not leave them—that love to their sonls brcught him here, that his dear wife had
died in this cause, and that he would die in it too. ‘I'hese words affceted one
chiel, who gprung hefore Mr. P. saying, ¢ ile that kills missi kills me.>?  Others
soon imitated him ; the strength and spirit of the opposition -was hroken ; the
party dispersed ; the churceh ig built; the mistjonary still lives; and we hope the
native’s words will be realized—¢* If that ehurch is built we can never drive you
and yonr worship from this island.’”  'They said afterwards that their avms were
powerless, and that they desired to shoot him, but could not. ‘They have fre-
guently threatened to take his lifo.  But with heroic faith and Paul-liko courage
and devotedness to his Master’s serviee he remains at his post and refuses to leave
it. 1 trust God will effect » great work through our dear brother among this sa-
vage and cruel people, who have so long rejected the gospel and excluded it from
therw shores.  Since the sceno referred to above there has been a decided change
for the hetter, which appears to be extending daly.,  But it is a most crifical time,
A small event may lead to the most ruinous results—death of the missionury and
the exclusion of the pospel from Tanna. Many earnest prayers should be offered
up by the lovers of Zion for Tunna.

As there is no harbour round at Mr. Matheson’s side of the island we did not
see him, but made provision to meet him on our return at Port Resolution.

We left ‘Tanna at midnight, and reached Dillon’s Bay Suturday evening too late
to land. It was with peculiar and indescribable feelings that I set my foot upon
the bloud-stained shores, near the spot where the devoted herald of the cross,
full of great and glorious projects for the glory of God and the regeneration and
salvation of degraded heathendom, was massacred by those whose present and eter-
nal good he g0 earnestly sought. After an ascent of 1000 feet we reached Mr.
Gordon’s station, and reccived & most cordial welcome from him and bis aminble
lady. We found them hoth in the enjoyment of excellent health. We attended
native service and found ahout 50 present, who listened to the Divine Word with
apparent attention. During the last year the mission here has passed through
sore trials. Prospeets of success were blighted, the natives who were attending
upon their uniied instructions dispersed and returned to their former degradation.
We hope that this may be the darkness which precedes the light of day. At pre-
sent there are many indications that the powers of darkness have heen foiled in
their desperate and milignant efforts, and that already there is a growing and
deepening reaction in favour of the cause of Christ. Mr. G. is vigerously prose-
cuting the work of translation. e has a class of ten young men, whom he is
endeavouring to yrepare for teachers. Some of these can read very fluently, count,
and have somie knowledge of Geography. Mrs. G. is once more gathering around
her sowe girls, whom she is instructing. She is patiently labouring on amidst
all her trials and discouragements. She appears to be-truly devoted to her work
and well qualified for it.

It is most sad to reflect that they meet with powerful opposition and that their
work was greatly retarded by foreigners (Buropeans).

‘Puesday, 11th. This morning we ave preparing to Jeave for Aneiteum, in com-
pany with Mr. Gordon. I have written this letter to you in haste, as an oppor-
tunity to forward it to America, by way of China, has just offered itself.
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I can say little about myself. I feel more and more that I will be happy in the
work. Though decp spiritual darkness broods over these fuir isles, and dangers
surround, yet I would not be discouraged ; for Christ has said, Preach the gospel
lo every creature, and lo! 1 am with you alway. When the brethren meet, my par-
ticulur field of lahour will be decided upon.” My prayer i¢ that we may all be
Divinely directed in this most solemn matter. 1t nppears probable that I will be
located on Tanna, Let the friends at home Femember that 1t is the opinion of the
missionaries that, humanly speaking, the lives of the missionaries are in great jeo-
pardy on Tanna, 'The sickness which has been in the mission families there, the
natives attribute to the displeasure of the gods on account of the new religion.
They tell Mr. Paton that the death of his wife is an evidence that Christinnity is
not good. And Mr. Paton says thut when he accompanied Mr. Matheson to his
station on hig return the heathen appeared greatly enraged, and said that he had
come to bring sickness among them. | He says that their lives were in great peril
on that oceasion. The agent who came with us from Melbourne to transact busi-
ness on Tanna, and on account of which the schooner sailed for Western Polyne-
sia, dure not land when he arrived and immediately left. They were all terrified,
and thought that no man’s life would be safe. I merely state these things that
you muy know the state of matters as they exist at present. For, if you know not
our circumstances hore, how is it possible that you can pray aright for us? D-.
not suppose I am discouraged in the least. No'! the field is full of hope, and full
of work. CgrasE not to pray for us fathers, mothers, brothers and siste:s, and ALy
WILL BE WELL. Do not sin\{ into euse or confidence, or into the other extreme—
despondency. DPersevere, go forward in faith and hope and prayer, and opposi-
tion, difficulties, trials, dungers will disappear, just as the darkness flics befero the
rays of the rising sun. The Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing under
his wings and shed forth his gracious influences among those benighted people—
giving light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of ﬁeath—guiding
their feet into the way of peace, and at last bringing their souls into eternul
glory and felicity.

Yours in a precious Saviour,
SAMUEL F. JOHNSTON.

e
OUR CHURCH NEWS.

We lenrn with great satisfaction that the congregation of River Joln have given

. o cordial and unanimous Call to the Rev. Mr. McDonald to be their minister.

This congregation is one of the oldest in connection with the late Presbyterian

Shurch of Nova Scotia ; and Mr McDonald is a licentiate of thelate Free Church.
Abuut fifteen Free Church families living in or near River John have joined the
congregation. All this is as it should be. and illustrates forcibly the value of uni-
on, as well as the cordiality with which the people on both sides have entered in-
to it. River John has setan admirable example before other parts of the Church,
Weare all brethren now—practically and theoretically.

Presuyreny o Truro.—The Presbytery of Traro met, as appointed for visita-
tion at Great Village, on Tuesday the 11th, and at the iolly on Wednesday the
12th. The various operations in both congregations were found to be in an ef-
ficiently working condition, In finoncial matters the Preshytery were specially
ploased with the report from the Portaupique section of Londonderry. The man-
agers not only stated that all was paid up to the present time, but also that the
people were prompt in meeting their engagements to their minister. Great Villago
seced to have fallen a litile behind, but, on investigation, this was found to have
srisen merely from a slight misundgrstandiug among themanagers. This being
rectified, all were confident that matters would speedily return hack to their for-
mer good order. In Upper Londonderry the mbnagers reported that they had not
been able fully to settle accounts with their minister, but would have the whole
made up by the end of the present year.

.
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Mr Cameron gave in report of moderationat Old Barns (which is henceforth to
he &nown as the congregution of Clifton.) Ile laid on the table a unanuious
Cull addressed to the Rév. James Byers. It was sustained as a regular gospel
Cull.  Mr Byers being present, the Call was presented and after 4 little conversa-
tion accepted by him.

Mr Sydney Swith appeared and presented a petition from the trustees of Folly
Mountain Church, shewing tiut they had accounts to pay immediately wmount-
ing to about £70; that a considerable part of this was due from shareholders,
hut shey were unable to pay at present, and praying the Presbytery to aid them
in their dufficalties. Resolved to direct the trustees to collect as much as possible
from shareholders. Resolved to apply to the Home Mission Board for £25 in
Joan. And resolved further to request the various sessions within the bounds of
the Presbytery to make a collection for said purpose. Sessions and congregations
wul please make said collection at ther earlicst convenience and forward the sum
to the Clerk of Presbytery, all of which he will duly acknowledge in the Witness.

The following appointments were made for the supply of Professor Smith’s pul-

it during the month of January—Mr Cawmeron, first Subbath, Mr Currie, sccond,
Ir McLeilan, third, and Mr Byers, the fourth. The Preshytéry agreed to recom-
mend sessions and congregatione to observg the week of special prayer. Appoint-
ed to meet at Old Barns on Wednesday the 26th inst., at 11 o’clock, forenoun, to
induct the Rev. James Byers pastor over the congregation of Clifton, Mr Baxter
to preach, the Moderator nurrate the steps put the questions of the formula and
induct, Mr McCalloch.address the mimster, und Mr Wyllie address the people.
A. L. WyiLuig, Clerk.

PrespyTeRY OF Prcrou.—The Presbytery of Pictou met in James’ Church, New
Glasgow, on Tuesday, 27th ult. Messrs Alex. McQuarrie and William Mumo
appeared ag Commissioners from the congregation of River John, who presented
& petition from said congregation praying the Presbytery to appoint one of their
number to moderate in a call to une to be their pastor. After due enquiries by
the Preshytery, it appeared that the congregution was at present in a most hope-
ful state, and that tﬁey were united and cordial in this application. The Pres-
bytory granted the application, and appointed the moderation to take place on
Wednesday 26th December, the Reve James Wutson to preside on the occasion.

A petition from the inhabitants of Goshen, St Mary’s, hitherto connected with
the Lochaber congregation to bo organized into a segarate station and to receive
supplies of preaching. The Commission of the Synod of the Free Church, having
recommended this plan, and their recommendation having been adopted by said
Synod, the Presbytery proceéded to carry it out. The Rev. Mr Downie was ap-
pointed to take the regular steps for the election of Elders, Mr Alexauder McDon-
alz?ld was appointed to preach thore and at places adjacent till the next meeting of

reshytery.

MryAdgm McKay, Student of Theology appeared before the Presbytery and
was exanined as to the suhjects of study at the last term of the College.  His ex-
;;Imination having been approved, the Clerk was instructed to certify hiw to the

all.

Rev. Messrs. Bayne, Walker, Mi ler und Sutherland were appointed to supply
Professor Smith's pulpit dering the month of December.

Nest meeting of Presbytery i3 to be held at Merigomish on Tuaesday, 15th Jan-
uary, Rov. Mr. Blair to preach.

Presuvrery oF PRINCETOWSN.—According to appointment this Presbytery met
in St. John’s Church, New London, on ‘Chursday the 12th inst. Rev. Mr. Mor-
risun, Strathalbyn, preached from Exodus, 14 : 15, last clause, *¢ Speak unto the
children of Isracl that they go forward.” Several members of Chariottetown
Preshytery, beiog preecnt; were invited to correspond, and took their seats accord-
ingly. After some preliminaries, the Presbytery proceeded to imvestigate the
difliculties exiaﬁng in the New London congregation. Mr. M’Leod, in connection
with Messrs. Buchanan and Campbell, com before the Presbytery, and the
winutes in their case, adopted by the Frce Church Synod, held at New Glasgow,
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N. 8., in June, 1860, having been read, after considerable disenssion, Mr M’Leod
in lis own name and in that of his brethren, confessed sorrow that his conduct
towards Rev. Alex. Sutherland had not mn some-cases, been that which he, on re-
flection, conld approve,—submits therefore to the decision of the Synod, and
throws himself upon the elemency oi the Presbytery. The Preshytery having
heard his statements agreed unanimonsly that Messrs McLeod, Buchanan and
Campbell be restored to the fellowship of the Church. The Presbytery having
further considered the case of the inhabitantsol Corbett Woods settlement, agreed
unanimonsly to recommend the Session to regard them asin good standing in the
congregation. Lhe Preshytery adjourned to meet at Bedeque, on the third Wed-

nesduy of January.—Profestant.

Prusexrarions.—The Rev. James McLean, has in course of the two last months
eceived two vaiuable presents frowa 'the Ladies of hie chargs. The first was the
rum of £10. The sccond wasa superior sealskin cont. We shall always be glad
So record presentations to ministers—provided that their stipends are paid up before
heend—presentations of books, money, or anything that is valuable.

e CREmt:

OTHER MISSIONS.

YREE CI1URCIH MISSION ININDIA.

Rev. A. B. CanpsELL writes as follows
fromn Mabnas :—

Pestilence has been sweeping over the
land; thousands have fallen—the high-
est and the lowest being mingled togeth-
er in one doom. Our Governor, Sir
Henry Ward, who had just entered on
his duties, was suddenly cut off by cho-
fera ; and thousands of all classes have
been hurried into cternity. In Conjev-
eram, whose population amounts to a-
bout 20,000, 1500 have fillen by this
fell discase. Indeed it first broke out in
Conjeveram, during the great annual
festival, and afterwards the people were
cursing the god which they had been
madly  worshipping ; and then they
turned to the worship of Mariatta, the
zoddess of cholera, to whom they have
been sacrificing daily for months. Oh,
surely, ifanything on earth could con-
vince this people of the folly of their
idol worship, this should. Bat no;
they are as mad as ever on their idols,
aud nothing but the omnipotent Spirit
of God can change their hearts, and lead
them away from the service of dumb i-
dols to that of the living Gad.

I may simply say, that Syed Musta.
plhis and Kuoshnasauny have stood re-
markably firm, through God’s grace,
and are to be baptized on Sabbath, the
9th September, God willing. The par-
ticulars you shall have immediately af-
ter. The other converts are giving us

great joy. Our general work is going
forward with great success. Oar schools
are well attended, and we have large
audsences listening to our vernacular
preaching.

Mr Campbell adds :—¢ A breath of
the Spirit scems to have been pussin
over us, and souls are being quickene
in the midst of us. Prayer wus speeial-
lyand largely made at our union pray-
er-meeting for the Lord’s blessing on
our educational efforts,and other Iabors.
Our educated young men were specially
commended to God. In a fortnight at~
ter, I heard of the case of five anxious
sonls, in whose heart the Spirit ‘of God
secms to be working with saving power.

UNIYED PRESBYTERIAN MISSION
IN INDIA.

The United Presbyterian Church has
cntered energetically on an Indian Mis-
sion. Dr Wilson, the Free Chureh mis-
sionary at Bombay was coasulted us to
the best location for the Mission, and he
pointed out the vast province of Raj-
pootana in North West India—a pro-
vince wholly without missionaries, and
yet containing a population of seventeen
millions ! Dr Wilson explored the coun-
try in conjunction with the U. P. bre-
thren and he writes 2 very interesting
accountofit to the U. P. Record. There
are three U, P. Missionaries ith their
wives in Rajpootana, Megsra. Shoollred,
Robeon and Martin.
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CAFFRARIA,
GLEXNTHORN.
REVIVING AND INCREASE.

The Rev. J. F. Cumming, after sta-
ting, in a letter dated Gth July, that he
had been grieved with some of the Ilot-
tentots, especially with & woman whom
her husband sold to another man, with
whom she was contentedly living, and
who, when remonstrated with, said,
o Well, it is too late now; I have gold
mysell to Satan, and to Satan I must
zo,’” gives the following gratifying ac-
count of the state of matters at Glen-
thorn :—

¢ For a long time past 1 bave, at va-
ried meetings of prayer, brought before
hoth—1lottentots and Caftres—the won-
drous work of God amongst our home
population. The effects of these meet-
mgs have apparently been to awaken
desires to participate in the same ‘bless-
ings.”  With the Caftre portion especi-
ally there is evidently an awakening
work going on.  Theattendance on Sab-
bath is most encouraging, while the
manner in which they engage in the ser-
vices, all scews to betoken a thirsting
for the truth as it 18 in Jesus, that
awakens the hope of our partaking of
the droppings, ut ieast, of that shower
which is so copiously descending upon
the churches nearer you. Many young
pecple—I may almost say boysand girls
—have come forward of late in a man-~
ner altogether unprecedented in my ex-
perience.  Many hoary sinners, in like
manner, to the astonishment of those
who knew tizem formerly, are humbhly
inquiring the way to salvation. A few
Sabhaths ago, seven adults from my in-
quirers’ cluss were baptized in presence
There were four
men and threc women. This suggests
another feature in the present state of
Caffre character. Formerly, the fomale
portion of the people preponderated in
secking God, but now it scems as if the
male were taking their place. The
oldest of these seven is apparently a wo-
man threescore years and ten. What
a pleasing development has she exhibit-
ed in Christian progress during the two
or three years in which she has attend-
ed on me! The yonngest is a man not
above twenty. His career has not been
wuch abovea twelvemonth in the class ;
but his Christianity wasso decided, that
he soon left a favourable impression up-
on the mind of all sreund  "Ahea odl e

of the men, whose wives were received
into the church some time ago, are high-
1y intelligent in their cluss of society, and
will, T trust, uitimalely be most useful
in their conneetion with the church,

s On the whole, we have all much
caunse to bless the Lord, that he conti-
nues to give testimony te the word of
hisgrace. Onepleasing feature now seen
amongst many, is the respect which
they pay to Christian marringe. There
are till many connected with the Cafire
churches who content themselves with
living as man and wife according to old
Caffre law. A few here have been liv-
ing according to this law : but of late
have been very uncomfortableat the idea.
Last week 1 married five couples at one
time. Waulu, oncof the oldest Caflre
Christians in the country, and his wife,
aged 67, while he is 68 yeare, led off
this ceremony. Old Botu, aged 70, and
his wife, adopted the same course. 1t
required no little firmness, amidst the
titterings of many, to carry out thisie-
solution. Last week, however, dressed
in borrowed bridals, the five couples
went torth from ihe chureh, armn arm,
rejoicing in their elevated character,
and proceeded, attended by bridesmaids
and bridegrooms’ men, with a goodly
number of friends, to the house prepar-
ed, where they had a substantial hreak-
fast, ¢ Oflate the English congrega-
tion has been much better attended.—
This has arisen from a number of Eng-
lish having come into the neighhour-
hood. O that many of Britain’s highly
favoured children felt their nced of a
Saviour as deepiy as some of the poor
outeasts of this country! The attend-
ance of the white population on Divine
service has, however, a pleasing influ-
ence upon tl e minds of their native ser-
vants. My prircipal inducement for
continuing here is, according to my mis-
sionary character, for the natives. But
this can only be accomplished by min-
istering aiso to a more highly favoured
race.”’—U. P. Missionary Record.

PunrLic VALEDICTORY SERVICE TO THE
MISSIONARIES PROCEEDING IN THE **JonN
WILLIAMS' TO THE ISLANDS OF THE
Souvrn Seas.—On Tuesday, the 20th
ult., asolemn and interesting service
was held in the PovrTry Cnarkt, spe-
cially to commend3to God, by earnest
prayer, the Missionary Brethren about

to reinforce the Society’s Miesions i
[S SRR 28 FRURE N X NI SRS M Qaza,
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The service commenced by singing an
appropriate hymn, alter which the Rev.
W. M. Stathum rend the Scriptures,
and offered the introductory prayer. A
second hymn having been sung, the Rev.
. Etlis, who commeunced his labors as
a Missionavy in the Society Islands more
than forty years since, deseribed the de-
graded and barbarous condition of the
people b that period, and rep-esented
the blegsed change since effeeted in their
social and religious condition, by the
power of the gospel. He, howeverad-
monished the missionaries about to pro-
ceed to that group, against the indul-
gence of extravagunt expectations as to
their improved condition, reminding
them that they would still find many of
the influcnces of Paganism yet lingering
among the natives which would demand
the excreise of forbearance, watchfulness
and prayer. Another hymn was then
sung, and the Rev. Mr. Tidman, the
Foreign Secretary, presented special
prayer for God’s protection and gmd-
ance to protect the Missionarieson their
voyage, and in the future prosecution
of their ministry in the several scenes
of their appointed labour. The hywn
commencing, ¢ O Spirit of the living
God,"” was then sung, and the Rev.
James Hill, of Clapham, delivered to
the Missionaries an address of great force
and beauty, which included appropriate
counsels and encouragements, both as to
their personal character and the work
in which they were to be engaged. The
meeting was then briefly addressed by
two Christian Datives of the Island of
Aitutaki, who are about to return home
in the Missionary Ship. TheRev wm.
Gill, formerly Missionary in the Island
of Rarotonga, acting as interpreter.
The concluding hymn, ¢ Captain of
thine enlisted host,” having been sung,
the service was closed by the Rov. Johu
Nunn, of Haverstock ilill Chapel. The
congregation, which filled the apacious
chapel in every part, appeared decply
interested and affected by the service.—
Missionary Magazine and Chronicle for
December.

SaiLing or THE “JouN WirLians.”’—
On Friday, the 23rd ult., the ¢John
Williams’’ left the Port of Louvdon for
her Firr extended voyage to the Islands
of the Pacific.

The namesof our friends who are
sengers ave 58 follows :—The Rev. J. L.
Grzey ang Mrs, G., appointed to the

Island of Pamaa; the Rev. Grorcr
Morris and Mrs. M., to Rararea ; the
Rev. J. W. Simvoxs and Mrs, S.; the
Rev. W. G. Lawzes and Mrs. L.; the
Rev. P, G. Bmrp and Mrs. B.; all ap-
pointed to Savoa. The Rev. Mr. Er-
LENBERGER and Mrs. I., with their as-
gociate Miss MackinTosi, Agents of the
Paris Missionary Society ; two daugh-
ters-of the Rev. W. Ross ; also the son
of the Rev. R. I'. Gricoroski, and the
son of Mr. J. N. CawpneLn, Agents of
the Society, proceed as passengers to
the Cave of Goop Hore,

Qur Missionary Brethren, with the
Captainand Officers, will form a Church
in the shiP, and will enjoy during their
voyage all thesacred privileges of Chris-
tian fellowship and Divine ordinances.

It is not yet five months since the
¢Joun WiLuians' arrived in England;
she now leaves our shores in & state of
thorough reparation and outfit and un-
der circumstances the most auspicious.
May all the friends of the Society irter-
ested in her uoble enterprise, follow her
with their prayers that, asin former
years, the God ef the seas may guide
and direct her course—proteet her a-
midst tho perils of the deep—and hav-
ing made her the means of yet more
widely extending the triumphs of the
Saviour in Polynesia, bring her home
again at the appointed time in safety
and in peace.—Jbid.

JUVENILE CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE RE-
PAIRS AND OUTFIT OF THE JounN WiL-
11aus.”—The Directors of the Society
are truly rcjoiced in being uble to an-
nounce that their appeal to their young
friends for the funds expended in the
thorough repair and outfit of the Mis.
sionary Ship, has been rendered with
that promptitude and cheerfulness
which render their offerings doubly
acceptable.  Contributions ~exceeding
InreE THOysaNp Pouxps have already
bzen announced, and additional sums
may yet be expected. The appeal has
not only secured this pecuniary benefit,
but the Directors have reagon to hope
that it has awakened in the minds of
many of their young friends feclings of
decper interest in the greal object to
which the Missionary ship is devoted,
and which they trust will produce a yet
enlarged aud permanent devotion to the
cause of the Saviour and the salvation
of the world.—Z4id.




1861.

The Home any Foveign. Weeord.

FIRESIDE

WATCII PROVIDENCE AND BE
THANKFUL

¢t The child of so many prayerscan
never be lost,”” was the reply of the
Christian Bishop to the weeping mother
of St.Augustine, Iternity can alone ex-
hibit the full extent of this truth. Pray-
er poured from the hearts of wothers is
one of God’s grandest and noblest in-
struments of love in the keeping of the
weik ones of the eavth. It is of world-
wide extent ; it has been in constant use
since the days of fallen Eve, ¢*when men
beaan to call on the name of the Lord,”*
to the present time. Lhe stream of a
mother’s prayers has gone flowing on,
and on, in an unbroken channel. It is
fed by a mother's love, and many tears;
it is a golden r:ll in life’s wilderness, a
streamn in the desert, and will ouly lose
itself in the boundless ocean of eternity.
The outeast Hagar, the trembling Joche-
bed, the gentle mother of Samson, Han-
nah of a sorrowful spirit, Elizabeth, and
Eunice, recorded in Holy Writ, haveall
swelled the tide of inothers® prayers ; and
blessings, which havo issued in the sal-
vation of thousands, haveresulted thro’
the same instrumentality. There isa
phase of answers to mothers® prayers of
which I desire much to speak, because I
think it is not. put sufficiently prominent-
ly forward, and, indeed, in many cases,
is well nigh overlooked, The blessings
of grace for our beloved children do, of
course, infinitely outweigh those of pro-
vidence, inasmuch astiwse is outweighed
by eternity ; but yet, 1 think, mothers
arc apt to overlook the providentinl
mercies hestowed on their children, in
answer to their pravers. Ilove todwell
upon (if I may so say) the indirect
biessings that flow from a Saviour’s love,
and come pouring in upon our children
through a thousand inlets; and God
would have us own them. We cannot
be too minute in our grateful acknow-
ledgments to our Heavenly Father.—
What is that trait whiclt, in childhood,
isso precious and endeariang to a parent’s
heart ? 1t 18 its ready ackoowledgment
of proofs of love. The loving arms are
thrown around the mother’s neck for
the gift of a bead, a ribbon, or a rattle.
Tho happy child loves to dispiay its trea-
sures, and again and again exclaims,
*¢ My mammna gave methis!”” Oh! let
us be childen in spirit towards our Hea-

AN

READING. .

venly Pareni.  \Weask, and we receive :
let us joyfully acknowledge 16,

A loved son goes forth to face a world
of sin, and danger, and death. Uhe
anxious mother commits him, with fer-
veney of soul, to the Lord. Gracious
Providences meet him at every step—
disease passes by him. Is it not the
Lord? "Death overtakes others ; bo is

reserved. Is it not the Lord’s doing ?

car after year our loved oncs are spar-
ed to us: let us not be backward, as
heretofore, in acknowledging God's Pro-
vidence as well as his grace. There is
not a letter we reesive, which speaks of
health and happiness, from an absent
child, that the praying mother is not
privileged to take to the Lord, and ex-
claim, *¢ I thank thee, my God, for thy
Providential blessings to my child
¢¢ for it becometh well the just to be
thankfui.”

¢ How wonderfully your son hes heen
preserved in the battle-field,” said a
friend to a pious mother, who had receiv-
ed him unscathed, though the arrow
had fled around him by day, and the
pestilence had walked at noonday.—
¢ Yes,” was the mournful reply, ‘*hut
he is not converted.” Praying moihers,
look at God’s watchful care in all that
concerns the well-being of your children;
test God’s loving mercy in answer to
your prayers for their safety, their
health, their guidancein the intricacies
of life, as well as their true conversion
to Him, and ¢ He will not disappoint
your hope.” «Mother, 1 felt you were
praying for me,” said a soldier in writ-
Ing to his purent in England ; ¢ and
when I wasin the battle-field, and death
and destruction were all around me. 1
felt you were prayng for me ; and oh!?
how the thought seemed to strengthen
me ; and here I am, safe and sound, in
answer to your prayers.”’

A pious mother was especting the ar-
rival of her sailor son, and was awaiting
higreturn to her heart and home with
the intense longing which a mother
alone can know. She heard of the ves-
sel in which he sailed us outside the Cape
—the winds were adverse, the storm ran
high. With faith strong in God, she
prayed for her son’s safety. The fear-
tul news came that the vessel was wreck-
ed. ¢ He isin the hands of Him who
doeth all things well,’” she exclaimed,
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and her agonized and subdued spirit bow-
ed betore her God, and she audibly en-
treated of the Lord for his salety. In
the morning the door of her home open-
ed, und her son, herloved son, stood be-
fore her!  The vessel had been driven
into one of the harbours on the coast,
and he wag saved s by o miracle.—
+ Mother,”” said he, as the tears of joy
chased cuch other down Lis sunburnt
face, ¢ mother, I knew you'd pray me
home.”* He felt the value of hismother's
prayers.  Heo was, as he touchingly, re-
dated, tully aware that the vessel was
wrecked, and that he was all but lost;
but the thought which rested on his
mind was thig: ¢ My mother prays for
me, the prayers of Christians are an-
swered, and [ may besaved yet.””  New
stengeh seemed to be imparted to him,
and again and again, when almost ex-
hausted with fatigue and bduffcting with
the angry waves, did this sweet cordial
of'the remembrance of bis mother's pray-
ers give him fresh courage, and increas-
ed cffort, until he guined the desired
shore, and was safe.

Go forth, praying mothers, strong in
the Lord, and in the pawer of His might:
and be not faithless, but believing.

——

GREAT TRUTHS IN LITILE
WORDS.

Some great truths have come down
to us in wee, wee words  Let us look
ata few of them : ¢ We must sit loose
to this world"s juys :*’ as the bird is now
and then seen to *¢ stand on the edgo of
ber nest and plume her wings for a
Right.”

This earth isnot our home. Wemust
look with the eye of faith on that bright
world which will one day boours. For
this is not our rest. There must be
s¢pain, and bail, and storm, in the saints’
cloud.”” ¢ The tent will one day be
struck—pin by pin must wmove.?’—
Think it not strange if your cup is not
at all times fullofjoy.  God knows you
too well. He Jovesyou too well to keep
zour eyes, now, free from tears; but

i3 own hand will yet wipe' them dry,
But this will not be till the long night of
life is past. Then you will be in hea-
ven, where all will he light, and life, and
love. The sun shall then no more he
thr lieh+* he dav. nor the moon hv night.

¢ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God.” Yes, they shall sce
him now, on carth, for he will be with
his saints here,  He will be with thew
to dwell in their hearts, and walk with
them, and be their God.

But in yon bright world they shall
see hin face to face, and God will be ali
in all.

Those who have the love of Christ in
their hearts are sxid to be like sun-fluw-
ers. They scek the light of the sun
when the first hlush of the morn hghts
up the sky, and they shrink not from
his bright beams when he goes through
the heavens, like a strong man to run
a race. And when they ¢an no more
bathe in his bright tints of gold, they
fold their leaves, droop and fnde.—
Christ is the sun to whose bright ruys
the eye of faith can turn when all on
carth is durk. Like the sun-flower,
when'the sun is sunk in the West, the
soul must droop and die, if Christ does
not give it light.  May oursouls, at all
times, bathe 1n his bright beawms, and
then we, too, may shed some light in
this dark world. Christ has said to
those who love bim : ¢ Ye are the light
of the world.  Let your light shine be-
fore men.”

THE MISER’S DAUGHTER.

Oune cold winter, when the ground
was so covered with snow that the lit-
tle birds could not find any thing to eat,
thelittle dunghter of & miserly rich man
gathered up all the crumbs she could
find, and was going to carry them out
and scatter themn on the snow. Her
father saw her, and asked her what she
was going to do. She told him, and he
said, «* What guod will 1t do ? the
crumbs will not be enough to feed one
in & hundred of the birds.” ¢ I know
it, dear father,” said she, ¢ but I shall
be glad to save even one in & hundred of
them, if I cannot save them all.”? The
father thougfit a moment; he knew
that many poor persons were suffering
in his village, and he had refused to
help any, because he could not help
them ull. His conscience struck him,
and he told his little daughter to break
a loaf of bread into erumbs for the birds,
while he went to scatter a purse of
monar amnne tha vrqwe viltlagnra.
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NOTICES, ACENOWLEDGE-
MENTS, " &e-

IIOME MISSION.

Srate of Fusps. —The ordinary Fuund of
the Home Mission Doard is at present in an
exhausted state A small grant of monoy
has already beon made, which there are not
funds on band to mect; and other demands
will arise from time to time which eannot be
deferred till tne meoting of Synod. Treasu-
rers of congregations and Missionary Asso-
cintions are therefore requested to forward
llome Mi-sion contributions to the Synod's
Treasurer, Mr .Abram Patterson, Picton,
witheut delay, that the Board may bo kept
free of embarra sment, from want of funds,
in transacting the business catrusted to them
for the neat hali-year,

By order,
A. McKxigar,
Convener Home Mission Board.

HOME MISSION BOARD.

I have to request a meeting of the Homeo
diizsion Board on tbe last Wednesday of Ja-
nuary, in Poplar Grove Church, at 8 o’clock,
evening  The list of mewbers will be found
in another column,

ALEXaNDER McKyignr,
Convener.

Norice.—The Presbytery of Halitax will
meet in Poplar Grove Church, Halifax, on
Wednesday, the 30th January, at 11 o'clock
A M.

Agents and subseribers in arrears for the.
Christian Instructor and Kegister are requested
to wake imwediate payment, ag the money is
now imperatively demanded.  Mr Jawes Pat-
terson still acts us Agent in scttling up all
outstanding accounts, to whotn it is requested
that remittauces be forwavded without delay.

The Treasuver of Synod begs leavo to inti-
mute that moneys for any of the Funds of
the Church will be received by Mr Howard
Primrose, in Pictou, who will also puy drafts
drawn by the Sccretaries of the vaiious
Boards.

Monies received by the Treasurer from 5th
Ootober to 20th Dcccnfber, 1560.
FOREIGN MIS3ION.

Collection at Moose River, South

Shors, 18s 3d; Joames Ricker,

Quoddy, 18 3d; per RevJ. Wad-

dell £1 0 0
liadies Penny-a-week Socicty, Pri-

mitive Church, New Glasgow 3 0 0
J W Barss, Esq, Wolfville, per Rov

P @ McGregor - 100
Religious Society Salem Church,

Green Hill 5 2 ¢
Windsor—to meet extra expenses of

Mr Geddie’s children 50 0
P Pecbles, Esq, Quebes, do 100

Tatamagouche congregation for De-
mirdesh building fund 10 IO 74

Collection at o Missionary Meeting,
1

Durham, West River 3 9
West River congregation, per Rev
George Roddick 1y
Mr William Hogg'ssubscription, per
Rev J Bayne e
Halif of colleetion Barrington, Clyde
River, &c, per Mr W R Framo 2 14 10
Do do for expense Mr Geddie’s
children, per do 2 1410
My J Hardy, Newcastle, Miramichil 0 ¢
Ladies’ Missy Soc, Tutamagouche 10 0 0
Antigonish 6 6 6
_Legaeyofthelato W Matheson,B:q230 0 0
HOME MISSION.
Ladies’ Penny-a-woek Society Primi-
tive Church, New Glasgow 3 0 0
Antigonish 1 5 2%
Legacy late Win Matheson, Esq 200 0 ¢
SEMINARY,
Bast Dranch Enst River, Mr McGil-
very’s congregation 277
Autigonish 21001
8YNOD FUXD.
E B East River, Rov A McGilvery 0 19 7

FREE CHURCH SYNOD FUND.
[The following hist of collections was for-
warded by tho Rev William Duf for insertion
in the Free Chureh Record for November, but
loft out from want of space.]
New Glasgow, June 21, 1860+

Grand River (James Ross) £1 16 8
Baddeck (Kenneth McKenzie) 3 06
Cornwallis, North (Wm Murray) 2 7 1%
Do West (Alex W MeKay)l 0 0
Bridgewater (Howard D. Steele) 19 0
Lunenburg 118 3%
Earltown and West Branch 200
Chatlottetown (George Sutherland) 1 4 ¢
Woodville (D McNeil) 13 5
New London and Scotch Settlemont 2 5 0
Murray Harbour 10 0
Brown’s Creek 210 0
Pictou, Srd October, 1840,
Donald Morrison, Strathalbyn + £1 18 8
Lunenburg 210 0
B Riverand B Mountain£5 1 6 110 0
Less expenses 11 ¢ }
Lochaber 200
Dartinouth 11110}

James Patterson acknowledges receipt of
the fullowing sums on account of the Register
and Instructor for 1560 :m—

John B Dickie
Charles Sterns

G A Blanchard

W H Waddell

Rev George M Clarke
Danicl Murphy
Abram H Patterson
S S McKean

Rev John McKinnon
Rev George Christie
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Received from Princetown congregation,
Prince Bdward Island, towards the homewatd
expenses of Mr Geddie’s children: -

Ladies' Chnig'n Socivty, Princetown £4 0 0
Colleetion 4+ 6 0
Third Pond Sabbath School w9
P E I currency 816 0
NS “ 7 6 8

From Mr Daniel Murphy, Antigonish, for
support of Mr Geddie’s children.
Jases BAYNE.

Editor’'s Notes.

The publication of the first number of the
Record has been delayed for a week with 'the
hope of obtaining a supply of thicker paper
which the Publisher ordered from Boston.
The paper has not yet arrived; and upon con-
sultation with the Committeo it was thought
better to taie tho best paper to bo had inthe
city now than to delay any longer. Tho pa-
per used in this number is goud, white and
strong, but lighter and thinuer than what is
t0 bo used in succeeding numbers.

Qwing to the great amount of space devoted
to Our Foreign Missions in the present num-
ber, there is not so much variety in the con-
tents as might perhaps bo desirable.  Wo in-
tend to introduco a department for review of
new books in next numbor, immediately after
the Editorial matter. Wo shall also furnish
2 monthly funmary of religious intolligence.
Sevoral pages may be devoted to corrospon-
denee.  The news, foreign and domestic, of
our own Church must talke precedenco of all
other matter; but our space will frequently
permit us to give a good deal of missionary
intelligence of other Churches and Socicties.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Al correspondenco and notices intended for
the next number of the Record shonld be in
our hands by the 20th of this month. We

_ have very respectfully to urgo upon Clorks of

Presbyterics and others to send us prompely

whatever intelligonce may be interesting and

useful to the Church. .
EXCHANGES.

Periodicals that heretofore exchanged with
the Christiag Instructor are requested to be
forwarded to Rev. George Patterson, Grecn
Hill, Pictou. DBooks, also, intended for re.
view in the Record may be sont to the same
address,

BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
OF SYNOD-

Board of Foreign Missions.—Rev. Messra.
Roy, J. Stewart, Bayne, Blair and Walker,
and their Presbytery Elders, with Rev. Mossrs.
Baxter, McCurdy and I. Murray as Corres-
ponding Mcmbers, Rev. J. Stewart, Chair-
man; Rev. J. Bayne, Secretary.

Board of Home Missions,—Rev. Professors
King and Lyall, Rev. Messrs. Murdoch, Mo-
Gregor, J. Caneron, A. Sutherland, Hunter,
Steale, McKnight, and Messrs. W. Anderson,
P. Bossand J. Barnes. Rev. Mr. MoKnight,

Convener.  Corresponding Members—Rev. J.
Stewart, Dr. McLeod and G. Suthorland.

Committec on Colpartage.—Rev. Professors
Swith and Lyall, Rov. Messrs. Baxter, Curric
and A. Cumeron, aid Mossrs. [saac Lugan
and Jaspor Crow. Hev. J. Baxter, Convencr.

College and Acadrmy Board.~Rov.qe Profes-
sers King and Lyall; Rev. W. Duff, W. Fer-
rie, W. Blder, J. tHuater, . D. Steele and
A. MeKoight; Messes. A, Mackinluy, R.
Boak, P. Ross, R. Romaus, J. H. Liddell, T\
W. Georgo, C. Robson and J. S. McLean; R.
P. Grant, Pictvu; H. L. Dickie, Cornwallis;
K. Henderson, Charlottetown; J. Munn, Har-
bour Grace; W. Gammell, Bras @’0Or; Hon,
1. D. Archibald, Sydney Bar. Mr. Mackin.
Iay, Chairman; J. M. Liddell, Seerctary and
Treasurer. Five a quoram.

Bursary Commttec. ~Revs. Professor Lyall
(Convener), Professor King, Dr Forrester,
W. buil. .

Seminary Board, Truro.—The Professors,
ex oflicio; Rev. Messrs. MoCulloch, Baxter,
E. Ross, Wyllie, J. Cameron, A. Sutherland,
McKay and Currie, and Messrs. Robert ~mith,
David MeCurdy, Isaae Flewing, Willian Me-
Kim, Fleming Bla.chard, Adam Dickie and
James Mefluy. Rev. Mr. McCulloch, Conve-
ner; Rev. E. Ross, Secretary.

Lducational Buard, Pictow, (Incorporated.)
~Chairman, Rev. J. Bayne; Scoretary, John
MeKinlay, Esq.

Committes of DBills and Overtures.—Rev.
Messrs. Bayce, Roy, McGilvray, J. Stewart,
and A. Ross of Pictoun, and Mr., James Me-
Gregor. Mr. Bayue, Convener.

Committee to Audit Accounts.—Rev. G.
Walker and J. Stewart, and Messrs. Rodericls
McGrogor and Alexander Fraser, of New
Glasgow.

Publication Committece.—Reov. Messrs. Mc-
Gregor and McKnight, and Mr. C. Robson.

Committee on Statistics, §c.~Rov. Messrs.
McGregor and McKnight.

Committee on Ordination Questions.—The
Professors of Theology.

Commattee on Incorporation.—Rev. Professor
King, Messrs. Murdoch, McGregor and Stecle.
Mr. Steele, Convener.

Committce on Union with other Presbyterian
Bodies.—Rev. Messrs, Murdosh (Convener),
MoCurdy, Sedgewick, J. Cameron, W. Mur-
ray, McKnight.

Committee on Popery.—Rev. Messrs. G. Su-
therland, Allan, I. Marray, W. Ross and
Morrison, with their Presbytery Elders.

Commutee on T'emperance.—Rev. Messrs. A.
Munro, Crawford, N. McKay and McNeil,
with their Presbytory Elders. Rev. J. Ca-
meron, Corresponding Member.

Commiltee on  Sabbath Observance.~Rev.
Messrs, R. S. Patterson, Laird and Fraser,
with their Presbytery Elders.

Gencral Treasurer for the Funds of the
Church, except those of the College Board.—
Abram Putterson, Esq.

Receivers of Contributions to the Sch of
the Church.— James McCallum, Esq., of Princo
Edward Island; Robert Smith, Esq., Mer-
chant, Truro; A. & W, Mackinlay, Esquires,
Booksellers, Halifax.




