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The Separate School Agitation.

wr] have refrained from expressing any

opinion on the educational ciauses of
the Autonomy Bill #o far, uutil the subject
was stodied and threshed out. Marked at
tention was cailed to the question on Wed
nesday by the resignation of My Sifton tue
mini
the |

er of the Interior, who retired from
wier Adminiftration  ostensibly he
eanse he conld not sapport or detend the
clanses of the bill

It is not difficult to understand Mr Sif
ton's action on the hypothesis 1hat he

was looking for an  excuse to get ont Hea
has in fact

had it in his nind for two
years 1o retire from the cabinet Bot
aside from this be bas been the adwinis
trator of the Territovies for over seven

vears, und made no protest againse the se
parate schools when they were confirmed
in the Act consolidating the edueational
Ordinuuces of the Territories This bill does
more than continue the sy<tem san ‘tionediby
the loenl authorities. It is contended that

the question shoald be left (o the new pro-
vinces.  There has never been any Agitu-

A
HON. CLIFFORD SI FTON.

tion among the people of the new provin-
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ces against the schoolisystem established in
the Territories. There was ten years ag
a protest on behalf of the Rowan Cat olics
urging that the worked an injns-
tice to them, but a report by the then min-
ister of justice, Sir Thowpson, did
not sappurt that view. There are, it is
understood, abont sixteen separate schools
in the Territories to abont 1.000 public
schocle,  This alarming
Mr Sifion wa< not wlarmwed, and never in
troduced a bill  repealing
school enactment., He never asked a
porter to do so, if he counld not him-elf
without the con-ent of hisx collearnes,

It may. theielore, be inferred that Mr,
Sifton would be willing to continue the
old system, and that his main obj«ction is
to the snb-sections of clanse 16 under which
there is an express provision for the appli
cation of pablic méneys 1o the snpport of
separate schools.  These sub rections
objectionable tu the bulk of the pecple in
the Dowinion, and furnish Mr Sitton with

system
John
does not sound

the separate

sup

e

stification for his course. Strike
se sections from the Bitl and the
chances are that Mr. Sifton wonld resume

his portfolio. This would leave the
ority witn the right to separat
conferred by the Act of 1875,

The view taken by Sir Wilfrid Laurier
and the Minister of Justice ix that on the
admission ot (he new provinces it is an
cumbent on parliament the Cana
dian constitution, to give to the minority
the edncational rights preserved to them
by the British North America”Act of 1867

min

schools

nnier

In 1875 the Hon. George Brown told Par
liament that while be was peisonally op
posed 10 granting separate schools in.the

Territories, nevertheless he was of opinion
that if parlisment did grant them they
counld not afterwards be taken away, The
government is not now proposing to be-
stow separate schools on the_ minority in
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the new provinces. They are there ncw
and by the constitotional law under which
the vew provinees are being erected the
minority are declared to have the right to
separate
= Thy annonncement in the House on Wed-
nesday of Mr. Sifton's resignation
occasion of great interest, [he Prime Min
ister stated that Mr. Sifton had resigned
on Feb. 27 ou the ground that he conldInot
agree t) the education clavse of the An
tonoiny Bill. On Feb 28 Sir Wilfrid wrote
in reply that there was no aliernative bt
w accept his resignation. There
hoth sides expressious of Jregret at the sey

schools

was an

were on

erance of official velations Mr  Sifton
made a brief «'atewent o the Hounse, in
the conrse of which it appeared that he

only learued (he nainre of clause 16 on his
return ‘rom the Southern States after
bill had been introduced, 1t evident

lue

WS

that he resented the introducrion of the
bill before his return
A lively dis nssion ensued. Mr. Foster

the neting leader of the opposinon gave a
excellent biting

very extibition ot a
tongre To mind
looked as if it was the intention to ger rid

the ciren

ANCas

f Mr Sifton and he invited the Prime
Minister to say whether 1t wus ulss Mr
Fielding s intention to retive

Mr. Leighton MeCarthy, who has been

v the school is

elected in Simcoe lar,
sne, annonnced that e was, like Mr Sif
ton, opposed 1o clanse 16.  This was offset
by a declaration from Me. Guthrie in fa
vor of the clanse and in favor of the nill

Col. Smin Hugbes, in the conrse of the
discassion, saia tnar 11 the Norihaest Re
Lrllion 1o 1845 was justified the bovs of the
We:t would be jusiiced Jin o shonldering
maskets *to re<ist tois voraney, Sueh
Innguage sonnds v foolish in view of
the fact that the “‘tryanm consist« of
continning » systemn o° Public aud Separate
Schools nnder which these snme boys have
grown up in the last 30 vears,
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Canadian Secretary of State who «
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HE cost of the British Mission to Thi-

bet is now officially statad to be $4,000,
000. If the burden of empire is getting to
be too great for the people of the United
Kingdom to bear, as Mr. Chamberlain as-
serts, why do they put up with such expe
ditions as this? And if Canada is to con-
tribute to the military expenditure of the
empire would we be given a veto on such
expenditure? If not we would betaxed for
expenditure over which we had no control,
a principle that no Canadian statesman
would stand for a moment. The undertak-
ing which the Dominion government bas
given to take over the defences of Halifax
and Esquimalt is not open to any cerious
ohjection, as Canada is « 'iling to defend
her own shores and at the same time to
afford Great Britain every facility in the
use of these great naval bases for the Brit
ish navy, At the same time it cught to
afford practical work for the engineering
graduates of the Kingston Military College
Canada is not unwilling to contribute to
imperial defence, but it must be done along
lines capable of beivg defended in a f. de-
ral parliament on grounds of British con
stitutional usage.
THE Standard Oil Company has a mono

poly in the Kansas oil fields, und Kan-
sas is endeavoring to break the power of
that corporation over the wells and mar
kets of that State. **The trust has all the
pipe lines in the State, and it is the only
refiner, ' we are told by the Philadelphia
Ledger: ‘‘consequently it conld and did
charge the independent produce.s just
what it pleased for the conveyance of the
crade oil to its own refineries, and paid
only what it pleased for the ernde oil.
Thue the prducers were squeezed 0 hurd
that they either had to sell out the oil field
to the trast at its own price or sell oil at [
loss.””  Backed by public opinion, the
Kansas legislature has proceeded to deal
with the monopoly by passing new legiala-

tion. One act has just been signed by
the Governor, providing for a Sta’e rofin-
ery having an output of one thousand
barrels per day, operated by convict la-
bor.”” Another new law makes the Stand-
ard's pipe lines for the conveyance of oil
‘‘common carriers,”’ and not only fixes
maximuom rates for the conveyance of oil,
but prohibits discrimination. As soon as
the Standard heard that all the power of
the State was being arrayed against it, it
proceeded ‘‘to teach the State of Kansas
a lesson.’’ as one of i"e Stundard officials
is reported to have put ‘t, by ordering a
suspension of all operations in Kansas,
and the crude oil producers werv in con-
seqnence compelled to stop pamping oil
and to discharge their help. The Kansas
situation is taken as an entering wedge
for the prosecation of a national investi-
gation of the Stundard Oil Company, On
Febraary 15 the House of Representatives
unanimously adopted a resolution intro-
dued by Mr. Campbell, of Kansas, provid-
ing for the investigation of the COrpora-
tion from top to bottom

Y"HE Canadian Northern R. R amalgam-
& ating bill has been introduced into the
House of Commons and giveu its first read-
ing. 1t isa bill of considerable bulk and
may well be as it is one of great import-
ance. It provides practically legislature
authority for convecting various branches
of this great system. It is understood in
the financial world that the bonds of this
company find a ready sale in the London
and New York money markets. The re-
wmarkable tn2cess of recent operations have
evidently met with a welcome recogni-
tion,

HE presentation by Liberal senators to
Hon. R. W. Secott on the occasion of
the 80th anniversary of his bir.h was a
well deserved compliment to the Sec retary
of State, who is also the Government
leader of the Senate. Mr. Scott is a very
hard working minister, always in his
place in the Senate and always ‘extending
to his colleagues in the Honse that court-
esy which is 5o becoming to an assembly
of this kind. The attendance of the Prime
Min ster and other colleaguaes of the Secre-
tary of State must have been gratifying to
him




Mr. Balfour's Policy .

R. JOHN MORLEY, addressing his

constituents some weeks #go, offered a
handsome donation to any one of them
who could put down on a sheet of note pa-
per Prime Minister Balfour's views on
that fiscal question which has agitated
Great Britain ever since M. Joseph Cham-
berlain propounded it nearly two years
4go. 1 do not know what Mr. ilad-
stone would have’said if anybody had ask-
ed him to pnt any opinion within the com
pass of a sheet of note paper,’’ retorted
Mr. Baifour when his turn came to ad
dress his own constitnents, ‘1t 1 ade
quately appreciate the soul of that great
man, no ordinary note paper would have
been adequate even for a much  smaller
sabject "' Whereupon the Prime Minister
con.assing that he lacked ‘iladsione’'s
“‘amplitude of statement’’ and “telognence
of delivery," took up Mr. Morley's chal

lenge by exhiviting & half sheet of note
paper on which was written, he said,
‘'the essence und outline’’ of his policy

This he read aloud to the audience, advis-
ing all present to claim M, Morley's pro
mised donation,  What Mr. Balfour read
is thas quoted in the London Standard :
“Firstly, 1 desire such an alteration in
our ficeal system as will give us a freedom
of action, impossible wifile we hold onr-
selves bound by the maxim that no taxa
tion shouid be imposed except for revenue,
I desire this freedom, in the wain, for
three reasons: It will strengthen our
hands in any negotiations by which we
may hope to lower foreign hostile tariffs,
It may enable us to protect the fiseal inde
pendence of those colonies which desire to
give us preferential treatwent. It may
be useful where we wish to check the im
portation of those foreign goods which,
because they are bounty-fed or tariff-yro
tected abroad, are sold helow

Ccost - price

here. Such importations are ultimately
a8 injurious to the consumer as they are
immediately rainous to the producer.

‘'Secoudly, 1 desire closer commercial
union with the colonies, and I do 80 be-
cause I desire closer union in all its best
modes, and becanse this particalar mode is
intrinsically of great importance, and has
received much colonjal support. I also
think it migit prodnce great and srowing
commercial alvantages hoth to the colonies
and the worther cuuntry by promotiryg freer
trade between then,

“*No doubt sueh comwercial union is
beset with many dificulties Those can
best be dealt wiin by & colonial confer-
ence, provided it objects are permitted to
be discossed nvhon pered by limiting in-
ttractions I reconmend, therefore, that
the subject «<hall be referred to a confer-
ence on those term

*Foutthly, avd Insily, T do not de.ire to
raise howe prices tor the purpose of aiding
home prodnction

Thix was  trinmphuntly harled by the
newspaper sapporte s of My, Balfonr asa
safficient avswer to iournals like the Lon-

don Snectator and the London Westminster

Gazette, which ha'e been suying for
mouth< that Mr, Bal! our is so evasive that
no oue can teli vuether he favors the

Chamberlain preferontial tariff scheme or

not.  “*We shounld not dresm of interfer-
ing with Mr. Balfoar's tucidity replied
the Londor. Morn ng Post to this, “We
therefore leave onr readers o auswer for
themselves, if they ean, the momentous
question whether My Baltour is on Mr.
Chawberlain's side or sgainat hin, If Mr.

Baifour 15 as clear s« he ne-oprr- himself to
be, there cannot be any douht on the sub-
Ject.”  Bat mueh donbt on the subject is
still expra sed, ns niny b «pen from the
UMrLBalfour made a

upiposition

ress
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great parade of fravkness ™ aserts the
London Chronicle. *'H: even produced the
sheet of note paper which Mr. Morley call
ed for and resd out his points, one, two
three and four. But ut the end of it all
the real uuture una extent of the Prime

Minister's policy und it relations to Mr
Chamberlain's policv are still matters of
conjecture YMro Balfovo dealt with

the question of free tinde in a not very ad-
mirable temper,”” thinks the LondonNews,

“nod wi'n s invariable, and invincible,
and, wo are alraid we musc add, its inten-
tional obscurity. Al of which, it will be
seen, throws no light upon the rumored
Approaching  dissolution of Parliament
and the prophecy that a general election is
impending. Upon the whole subject the
English newspaper afford such a medley of
conjecture and partizan opinion that no
delinite idon ¢an be extracted,

His 101;1 Anniversary’,

HE venerable Senstor \Wark o lebnnred
his 1015t bivthday wi Frede i N.B
Feb. 10. He recvived a te.egiam from he

SENATOR WARK.

Speaker of the Senate informing him that
hat body had by unanimous resolntion in-
structed him to convey their congratula-

tiou The New Brunswick members of
the Hoase of Cowmons also telegraphed
their “ongratnlations. Senator Wark con-
tinues to enjoy good health and intellec-
taal vigor. He rises regularly at8 o’ clock
each morning and retires at 9 p. wm. He
i4 able to wove about unassisted and eats
his three wenls a day. He has not been
out «f the house this winter, being afraid
to expose hiwself to the cold weather bat
he does not allow the time to hang heavily
on his hands, He reads the newspdpers
regularly, and persovally aitends to his
correspondence which is by po means
light,

The senator is his own barber and shaves
himself twice a week and wmakes a good
job of it too. Up to & year ago he nsed an
ordinary razor but he was induced to aban-
don it for a ~afety, which he now,uses

It is doubtful if tue senator will journey
to Ottawa to take his seat. Last vear he
went to the capital after Easter adjourn-
ment aud possibly he may follow the same
plan this year if the session is prolonged.
Up to the present time he has not allowed
the matter to trouble him very much.

The numerous friends and admirers of
the worthy centenarian wil) join 1n the
wish that he will continue to enjoy health
and happiness for many years to come,




References to the Supreme Court

HE question as to tue powers of Pro-

vineial Legislatures in Canada to rege-
late Sunday lavor and 10 pass Sabbath ob-
servance laws was referred to the Sapreme
Court of Canada by an order of the Gover-
nor-(ieneral in Council ander the provis-
ions of a statute. In the argnment of the
case some of the judges made certain ob
servations.  The Globe took nmbrage at
some of the observations and to make it
clear we reproduce the (ilobe's extract as
follows:

“Judge Sedgewick —[f we bold here that
the draft bill which iy part of this case
cannct be passed by a Provineial Legisla-
tare, do you want us to answer the ques-
tions attachedr

“*Mr. Paterson suid that question § was
part cr the draft bill. Question 5 deals
with the right of Provincial Legislatures
to impose conditions relating to Sanaay
observance in the churters of incorporation
of their own creation

‘“Judge Seduewick—When that question
comes before me I will unswer it.

“Mr. Paterson—It has cowe up now,
my Lord.

“Judge Sedgewick The (ioverncr-in-
Council bas no right to ask me how voun
CAD recover a prowissory note. That is
practically what you are asking.

‘Jugde Nesbitt—Now, wha' right has
the Governor in-Council to ask what char-
ters n Provincial Government can grant?

“Mr. Paterson said the question was.
Could rhey impose any restrictions in re-
gard to charters of their own creation?

“‘Judge Nesbitt -What right has the
Governor in-Couneil to kuow about ity

“‘Mr. Paterson—I cannot answer that be-
cause 1 um, not the Governot-in-Conneil.
Surely it comes within their power to
refer to the Sapreme Conrt.

‘‘Judge Nesbitt—Such questions as that?
‘‘Mr. Paterson—The question is, Can they
govern their own charters? Can they monld
their own acts in such a way as to prevent
their creatures ortheir companies from run-
wing on Sondays?

“‘Judge Nesbitt—They bad better mould
them first.

‘‘Judge Sedgewick—Arve Shakespeare's
plays immoral? The [Governor-in-Council

bas asked us what can a ProvineialLegisla-
ture put in a Provincial act? It is a piece
of impertinence, if I wight be bold enough
to say so, on tue part of the Governor-in-
Couucil to nsk what puwer n Provincial
Legislature may exercise.

“Mr. Paterson--1 could not speak for
that, my Lord, because he has done it.

‘Judge Sedgewick —And it certainly ne-
ver could have been intended that the Do-

minion Government wonld exercise an im-
perinent, an unnecessary power like that.’

In the (lobe's view this langnage is un-
becoming to SupremeCourt and indignified.
In the view of that paper the wembers
were in contempt ot the Crown. To our
mind the Globe entirely misapprehends the
sitaation. The Government in making the
reference was acting on the authority of a
statute and the qnestion asked by the
Jndges quoted above was not as to the
digoity or anthority of the Crown, but as
to whether the Government had a right
under the proper construction of the sta-
tute to send such questicns to the Su-
preme Court of Canada. The right fs
limited and when Juage Sedgewick made
the remark that was evidently in his mind
was the constraction that certain of those
questions were not pertinent to the statn-
tory authority. There is no contempt of
the Crown involved here,

The habit of members of this court to ex-
press opinions of this kind is not a new
ouve. The question, what right has the
Govevoment to do certain things has
been asked in this court time and again,
and sarely if this is the highest court in
the country the members of it may be
trusted to know what language is proper
to emvloy, especially in dealing with a
case of a semi-political character referred
to them under an extraordinary law.

The expression of an opinion would nos
decide any action at law and would not be
bindng on anybody. For this reason the
court has never liked these references, as
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they feel that their function is not thet of
an advisory body to the crown but an ap-
pelate court to determine the issues of &
case brought before thew in an appealfrom
the lower courts. The lack of patience re
ferences began from the first reference and
was displayed in every subsequent one.
What bas happened is that the Globe not
bein r familiar with these facts and hap-
pening 1o obtain a shorthand report from
Ottawa was innoceutly shocked

On another occasion when the court was
asked to give a stated opinion in reply to
a reference from the couneil,
the present chief justice of the court re
marked that it did not matter what
ion the Supreme Conrt expressed in the
matter as the case would go to  the Jadi
cial Committee the opin
fon of that bouid was the mmportant wat
ter and not the opinion of the Snpreme
Court of Cavanda So long as the goveru-
ment of Cauada i~ free to go to the Judi-
einl England with these
constitutional questions the judges of the
Suprewe Court way be pardoned if they,
perhaps, think that the Governor in Coun
cil ought to go there direct

Ou Monduy, Feb. 27. a majority of the
indges publicly answered the que  .ous.
The three main gnestions submitted were
auswered in the negative and the sub-
stance of the judgment is that legislation
regarding the observance of the Lord's day
rests with the federal pariiament rather
than with the provincial legizlatares. Mr.
Justice ldington refrained from making
any answer to the questions, on the ground
that the government had no right to sub-
mit the questions to the court

governir in

opin

in Loadon, and

Commitive in

As to the fourth and remaining ques-
tions the majority of the court abstained
from giving any answer, bnt they really
hinged upon the decision iu the previous
ones. It is expected that iu view of the
above judgment the Lord's Day Alliauce
will now renew its application to the Do-
mimon parliament for a bitl embodying
its suggestions as to the limitation of
Sabbath work

The following are the guestions referred
to the Court:

1. Has the legislature of a province an-

thority to anact a statute in the terms of
the anvexed draft bill?

2. If the provisions of the d.aft bill are
beyond the jurisdiction of & province in
part only s

(a) Which of the sections or which of
the provirces thereof are ultra vires, and

b) To what extent are they ultra vires?

8. (a) Upon the repeal of Consolidated
Stature of Upper Canada, chapter 104,
would it be competent to the legislature of
Outario to enact the said draft bill in its
entirety or in part, and

(b) If iu part only what sections or pro-
visions thereof and to what extent?

« Has a province jurisdiction 1) legis-
late prohibiting or regulatinglabor so as to
vrevent any work, business or labor from
being performed within the province on
the fir-t day of the week comwwonly called
"'Sunday’'except work of necessity or wer
cy and except woik or labor of the charac-
ter and to the extent comprehended in sec-
tion 2 of the draft bill.

5. Has a province power to restrict the
operations of companies of its own creu-
tion to six days in each week by provisions
in the charter or acts ot incorporation of
such companies, or otherwise, so as to
render it unlawful for them, their ser-
vants or agents to do any work, business
or labor withiu the province on the first
day of the week?

6. Are the following classes of com-
panies or corporations created by the Do-
minion or any of them, and if so, which
and the servants ard agents thereof, sub-
ject to the laws of the province in which
they operate in so far as the prohibition
or regulation of laboi npon the first day
of the week 1s concerued,

(#) Those whose wrks are declared to
be for the general advantage of Canada,
but wnthorized to operate within one pro-
vince only and whos« operations are con
fined to snch provinces.

(b) The to whom “‘The Companies’
Act, 1902 (Domiuion) applies:

(¢) Bank and banking companies

(d) Companies for carrying on the busi-
ness of insurance or the business of a loan
company.

(@) Companies whose puipose and objects
are the constrnction and operation of any
of the works or undertakings wentioned
in classes (a), (b) and (c) ot the 10th enu-
meration of section 92 of the “ritish North
America Act other than those *alling under
clause (a) hereor,
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HAT indictment of Nicholas IL by a
member of the Rossian official circle, to
which the Quarterly Review (London)
gave publicity] not long ago, was, it is
averred, submitted to Prime Minister Bal-
four in the form of proof sheets. Mr. Bal-
foar is quoted on good antherity as hay-
ing expressed the opinion that the article
shonld not be published. If this anec-
dote be trne, Mr. Balfour may be unplea
santly impressed hy a fresh indictwent of
Nicholas IL by the same bureaucratic pen,
although the medium of publication this
time is 'he National Review (London),
organ of that school of British diplomacy
which desires the admissioa of Great bri
tain to the Franco-Russiar. slliauce. The
Anonymous writer, evidently a R igsian,
fills thirty pages of the London periodical
in coming to the conclusion that nnto
cracy is ‘‘at its last gasp’' and that' what
ever elsw may survive the coming storm,
that monstrosity must sorely go.’' His
conception of the crisis is ivtroduced in
these words:

“*Tokens of the coming storm are now
many and unmistakable, and cries are
beard that *he Russian ship of state is in
danger. But they are the fears of men of
little faith. It is not the ship of state that
is in peril. That stout vessel will wen
ther worse storms than any as yet vxjperi-
enced in Earope, not excepling the 1em
pest ol 1789. Manned iy a hardy, bu yvaut,
resourcefal crew. it has nongit to fenr
Nothing is now ut issue Levond the pre
sent trip and the rights and duties of 1he
skipper. For ¢ wpnss and chart linve
been put aside anl we are drifting to
wards rocks and sundimnk Gif the ¢
—with no goul to » ST
to inspirit them— o nre inditfe

e nles

i sl

many sluggish, while 1he most Active are
preparing th watiny, They il mrige

An Indictment of Nicholas II.

their weifare in the safety of the ship,
aid as u consequence wonld ‘persuade, or
Il necessary compel the capiain to tuke a
piiot on board. It is iu that temper—for
which bistory wmay perbaps find a less
bursic term than crimival—that the real
snd only dunger lies. "

There 15 some praise for the Czar, even
from this evitie.  Nicholas IL is styled “‘a
model husband’ and ‘‘a tender father,”’
while ‘s most obliging disposition also
marks his intercourse with foreign dynas-

ties Short work, too, is made by this
well informed authority of the Hamlet
theory of Nicholas II's churacter His

Majesty is nothing, we are told, if not de-
civive “"There is not one winister nuw in
the Emperor's council chamber safticiently
mgnetic io manuer or dazzling in mind
to fascinate the will or sway the intel-
leet of bhis imperial muster.”’ Pobiedo-
uostseff never did it, nor Wittt, nor Von
Plehve. The graud dnkes alone can be
said te sway him and that only to a cer-
tain extent, To quote:

‘Nicholas IT therefore, is bis own mas-
ter, und is himsvlf answerable for his men
and wensures, sach being his imverial will
aud pleasuce. If some of the men are np-
clean onsters—grand ducal harpies—whe
rob the people of their suobstance, and
*‘break the records’ of vice and crime
without drawivg down “punishment and
provoking  censure, he who tolerates,
shields, and befriends them shares tbe od-
ium of their misdeeds and participares in
their risks  If the Czar robs Finland of
her liberties, despoils Armeniun schoels
and chorches, suppresses the nationality of
the Poles, and keeps the 4LRussians more
mi<erable than any foreign element of our
population, we ay dicnss his motives,
bit we can not quoestion his respopsibil-
ity. At the same time, it is a faet,
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which should _be noted as avextenuating
circomstance that in everything he does
and leaves nndone he is strongly, but asa
rule, indirectly influenced by his uncles,
cousins and nephews, the imperial drones,
who are ever buzzing about him They
seem endowed with a special faculty of
calling forth what is least estimable in the
Ewmperor's character, They sorround him
with a moral atmosphere “charged with
mephitic and stupefying vapors, which
bring on a morbid mood, and then the
slightest toneh from withont provokes the
acts which cause our people to wince and
writhe

**Only of late has it become known that
Nicholas 11 at the head of his grand da-
cal satellites has long been his own adviser
and his own Government, cand from that
moment the lines of his portriat gained in
sharpuess. For he now stands forth as
the author of the present sanguinary war,
the warplot of the military staff and the
main obstacle to the peace to which he has
80 often publicly done lip-worship. In that
mock heroic role of 1'Etat c¢'est moi, Ni-
cholus II. is also recognized as the one
hindrance to pop: lar reforms at home. "’

All the blunder and shortcomings attri-
buted. to Alexeieff's mismanagement. of
the negotiaions with Japan and to Alexe-
ieft’s subsequent interterence with Kuro-
patkin shou'd be credited to the Czar

himself, we are told. Alexeieff *‘conld nok
have done unything else: it wus his
duts. These circnmstances are declared
by the anonymons Russian to be within
his knowledge. The Czar is accosed of a
defective sense of hinor in some pecuniary
transactions and of ‘indifference to slaugh-
ter and callonsness to the spread of human
wisery.’ On the last point we read:

“*‘My own friends and acquaintances who
have seen him in"many wmoods, and per-
haps at his best and werst, “report the
seme defeet, ‘1 informed him of jthe ln.xi-
entable state of the district,” one of them
said to me lately,' and drew a harrowing
picture of men and wowen steeped in mis-
ery, racked with pain, but he only answer-
ed: “Yes, ITknow, [ kaow,”" and bowed
me ont ' Those words, *Yes, I know, I
know,' have figared at the finis "‘urtered by
the Czar at the close of history's chapters
on the Finnish Constitution, the Armen-
ian chorch and schools, the nationality eof
the Poles, the liberty of conscience of our
own people. ‘T know, T'know!’ '\\'nuld&)
heaven he rvealized what he knows! Men,
like trees, fall on their leaning side. and
in the Czar's case the leaning side is not
an inclination to assvage hnman nuﬁ'erin&
otherwise there wonld have beeu less mis-
ery during the great famine and far 19}_5
bloodshed during the present r:ign.”
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AN advertisement in the morning paper

caught the eye of a wayfarer, who for
want of & better name can be known as
William  Williams, Who he was  and
whence be came makes no diff rence to
the author and could have no possible in-
terest to any reader. Suffice it to say that
he was alone in a great city, had sold all
the goods his customers wounld take; to say
nothing of the stuffing he gave the orders
that he might muke the house believe that
business waa getting 8o good cn his route
that nothing but & stiff raise in salary or a
hunching of the commission rate conld pos-
sibly keep him in the tread mill another
year. He happened tu be in one of toe few
towns where he had no sweetheart How
that eventuated is not for me to say as |
know wothing whatever about it except
shat one of the boys told me. The adver-
tisement which I had alwost  fogotten
having mentioned, told about the great
trotters and pacers that were to race that
day at the famous track in the suburbs,
the rich purses for which they were to
stroggle aid the easy means of transpor-
tation. He decided to give the entertain-
ment a trial, for, as it happened, he had
never been inside the gates of a trac k
giveu over to harness racing. Wise, as his
kind usually is, about all other sports, the
giddy trotter and the more giady pacer
bad never before attructed a mite of his
attention. He could keep the score of a

base-ball game as accurately as Tim Mur-
name. At a foot ball game he saw every
play almost before it was made, and eould
root the best college rooter that ever lived
clear ont of the pasture and over into the
next county. He knew golf as v ell back-
wards as forwards and hsd been the cham-
pion of his summer resort club for over
five seasons. A formn sheet for a ronning
meeting was #s plain to him as a primer,
But his ignorane of (he harness horses was
alwost as appalling a« bis density conoern-
ing the menning of the ins riptions om a
procession of ancient catneon bs,

But the advertisement ha interesed him
and in due course he found himself
aboard an express train hound for pastures
new—tc him. He rode in the smoking
car and the horse conversation there mys-
tified him nntil he hai a headache. He
heard a lot of talk sbont **not ready until
the next town,”" “*could have wou at the
other place bat the betting was not just
right—it ought to be better bere:"" “‘that
was fixed, we wauted to win and get the
mark but the old man th mght there was
more in it the other way ' And a lot
more, it ever yon jonrneyed with the wise
men, ycn have heard so often that you
wonder if there will ever be anything new
in the way of smoking car convercsation
on the way to the races

William Williams drank it all in Some-
thing about it suddenly created in him a
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thirst for kuowledge . Somehow the con-
versation had a hazy sort of meaning and
be almost concinded that he had not the
faintest idea w.at it referred to except
that it had to do with horses that were to
be raced at the track where he intended to
spend the afternoon. While he was still
Jistening and speculating the train stopped
at the track gate. Clawing a hot cinder
from under his collar, diggiog a chnok
out of his eye and endeavoring to wipe
some of the coal dust and other grime from
his once tair face, Williams followed the
crowd to the gate. bought a ticket and
found a seat in the grand stand. He
bought » score card and began the work of
learaing his very first lasson nbiat harness
racing. It is my good forfnne to have a
copy of the lett r he wriote to one of his
friends inwhich he endeavor.d to tall what
be saw and how he <aw it that day. With
oat any alteration or amendunt it i+ as
follows:
Pass the Primes Hotel
Only ftirat class honse in the city
Commercial tiavelers a specialty
Seward, Dee, 11, 1904
Lawrasnce, Stringer, New York, N.Y
Dear Larry have been putting this off
uatil | conld get to w guiet place. Have
fonnd it all right, all right and uo mis
take The house sent me up herve to jnrer
est & new costomer. The place 1s so quiet
that even the lodeings have packed ap wnd
left. Tsaw a girl at the post uffice this
afternvon who  was  positively stunning,
Had just puckered my wonth to ask the
postmaster ber name and her futher's bank
account, when I saw her sniling down
the pike iu a red antomobile, The next
traiu out of here goes at fonr o'clock in
the morning, aud it is nov 2 o, w0
you can see where 1 vet off. There nsed
to be a poker gnme here but they tell we
a man from ap the river (whatever that
is) tapped the gang for twent one duy Jase
February aud broke it ap. The ouly pool
tuble in towe: Las all but. two of its pockets
torn ont and they bave closed the croquet
grounds for the winter. That's what gives
you the letter. I iatend 1o tell you as
much a8 I can remewber about my tirst
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trip to the harness races where they have
those funny contraptions all over thehorses
that tie their leg~ together and keep their
heads pointing to the sky, and hitch them
to those funny sulkys that look lige corn
planters. 1 found my way to the track
all right and got a seat in the grand stand,
right next to a screamer of a drescer who

/“’\\\

“ RIGHT NEXT TO A SCREAMER ™

looked like ready money and had enough
dinmonds on to start a loan office on Broad-
way. It was lucky that I got p auted near
her for she knows all abont this Chinese
puzzle that they call three-in-five, and the
wav she helped me to understand it was as
comforting as a pitcher of ice water in
what Geor,e Ade calls ‘‘the cold, gray
dawn of the m rning after ' She was a
regalar guld mine of huroesshorse informa-
tion, at least, that's the way, it struck
me.  Bat if sho had given me n gold plat-
ed falsehood every time she opened her
wouth I woald not have known it. They
ought to start schools ol instraction for
this game ali over the country. But n.ay
be tha rest of the beginners are not as
green as I am. If tney are I doun't see
where the sport gats ANy recraits

The first race I saw on the time card was
marked ‘2,8 class pacing., three in five,
80 I asked the lady und the diamonds what
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that weeant. With a shrog of hie shoald-
o8 whnich was to let me know she knew I
was another ignoramuns, und a bewitehing
smile, which was to reassure me and, 1
suppose, keep we from takiong to wy heels,
she set ont to furnish the requisite inform
ation. This hotel is long on prunes bat
short on stationery so I will not attempt to
tell you all she told me nor how she told
it Saffice it to asv that a race for 2,30
class pacing, three in-five is a race for pac-
ing horses that have never paced a miile
faster than 230 and one of the starters
must win three heats to get fir-t mouey.
Im this particalar race, if my wenory hav
not been treacherous, when [ left the
grounds, jost after they bad turned ou the
electric lights so that we would not sy
the location of the train and ciawl into a
box car, there had Leen seven or eight
races for that purse und 1he qudges had set
it over untit the next dayv. I am pretty
fair at fignies uud when & man gives me
an arder for tewo gross of anyihing 1 know
just as well wiren I write it three that I
Al wrong as be does. Bat if he geis toe
three gross and pays the bill so much more
Chiristmas movey ror Wiilism  But it they
race these pacing horses three in five,
what's the use of racing them more than
five times?  Of conrse you may know the
answer and I oxpeci of 1 veard 1t I wonld
think it casy  Bot the ledy und the Qi-
amonds conldu’t seem to get into the sort
of language that 1 conid undersiand. She
tried 1o mopress on wy mind that one
horse had to get 10 the wire first  three
times  According (o ‘he time card I tri
el to keep, two horses got to the wire
first fonr times,  Bot I 2oppose mv  card
wost be wiong,  Its something like 1he
tub they keep for us down at the Golden
Rule. Every now and then Mike pats
down a tally that rightfully belong: to
rome other fellow,

I ot so hopelessly mixed on the pacers
that I dide't know snything abont the first
trotting race until ove of the judges lean-
ed out of the stand and announced the wo-
ney winners I asked the lady and the di-
auionds if that ended the pacing race and
with her blandest smile (for she had got
used to me and my ignorance by that time)

sue asenrea me that the pacing race was,
as yol, unfinished, and the first trotting
race  hud been won in straight heats
That got n.e.  “*Straight heats "' 1 asked
her if any of the heats in the pacing race
were crooked. It seemed to me that if a
ruce could be ended before I discovered it
hud begun and, as 1 had been assured by
au expert, won in three straight heats,
there must he something cronked in a race
that was started at 1.30 p.m. and was still
*rying to get out the way at 5.30. But I
was anthoritativly assured that there was
nothing crooked in the pacing race.
““They’re a lot of dogs that can’t get out of
their own way,' the fair ove with the
diamonds assnred me. I uonderstood that
part of it for I have seen the same kind
at Aqueduct with ssuddles on. But 1 am
till trying to fignve ont why, after they
fouud oat they couldn't beat une nnother,
they didn’t give it up and let us bave
something new,

There was one pacer in the hera thnt a
wan behind me said onght 10 winin a
walk baithat he nnderstood that they were
keeping him for o killing at Hartford or
owe other town furtner along the llue, 1
wke! the Indy wita  the spurklers what
she knew wbout it, and she said: *If
they keep that old dog until he wmukes a
kilbing, be 1l be the oldest wonner that
ever wore luroess. ' My adwiiation for
ber profound kuowledge of the Lume
makes me believe thai she spoke thew hole
troth.  The track was full of _Lorses all
afternvon. My guide bLook hud all their
names I ,suppose. But it was up to we
to identidy them and T was & greenhorn,
Which  courbination left e en irely in
the duk There was oue stage of 1he
watne at whicn the prospective hock shop
assured me that Billy B. stood for first mo-
vey, Molly O was tird with Billy B, and
Sarah 8 and Lula May had « look in for
third and foarth.”"  Can you read that and
tell me bow she guesse! it? I can’'t. Once
in u while cve of the jndges with a very
lond viice anvoanced: “*We wie row re-
ady for the sixteenth heat of the 2.30
pace’”  When I left he haln't ver ran
ont of beats and 1 did not go back the
next dav to see how it all ended [f | bhad
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been"sure thatithe sparklersl wou'd: have
been there in a place where 1 was sure to
find her I'might have taken a chance,

In the gathering darkvess we all hiked
for the cars and started back to town. I
got a seat alongside a gentlemun who was
agreeable and willing to talk whether von
asked him to or not. He said he had been
in on every race in the afternoon. Taking
a bundle of tickets ont of his pocket thick
as a pack of cards he began to figure.
Wkhen he had finished his calenlations he
said: "' was in four ways on that pacing
race. If Billy B. wins tomorrow I am$13
to the good: if he loses, 1 quit even, less
my commissions, That first trotting 1ace
cost me about §2. 1 had the fuvcrite for
three handred and then placed myself so
that I stood to win #6 but the way it was
working out 1 thonght I'd get in fora few
more dollars und that woull wive me &
chanee of winning over a hundred, Then
things took a switch and I'm just shont
two bueks to the had "' He said u lot mere
that you wounldn't nnderstand even if 1 had
remembered it long enough to jut it into
this letter,

It must be a heap of fun to bet your mo
ney an then have to do enough work to
balance a set of books before von know
whether yon win or lose. Bnt the bettine
ring was full of people all afternoon and
as I heard a lot of bookmakers roaring
about their losses and the cheating thas
was going on | guess the spoit does not
differ much, in respect to the bhetting

aogle, from some of the oshers that you
and [ have patronized. I have oftencanght
myself trying to figure it ont how these
buokmakers lese every day at all kinds and
conditions of race tracks yet keep rignt on
wearing djamonds, living in the best he-
tels and riding in palace cars on the trains
where there is extra fare for fast time.
Still there must be comething in their pub-
lic exhibitions of sorrow for I have never
found many losers on their way bome from
A race track.

I thivk I might learn to love that barness
racing business. There is & sort of contin-
uous performauce air about it that might
prove fascinating after yon learned what
is going on in front of yon. Some of the
show, like that pacing race 1 have told you
about, seems to he pat on for today and
tomorrow. Which reminds me. Going in
on the train someone complained because
the pacing race was not finished. *‘Aw
gowan,"" retorted a noisily dressed young
man near him. **Yonght to bin to Cheecaw -
go the year o' the World's Fair 'n’ seen
‘em race tnree days for the Colombian
free fer all."

I am coming in forC hristmas, We wil!
have our dinner at the same old place.
Saw Kit on the way up. She says that last
letter you wrote to her sonnded very much
like yon had taken a fancy to a new shade
of hair.  Whatevsr you do, Larry, do not
grow fickle,

Very truly vours,
BILL




