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ThHe Sale of the Canada Atlantic.

HE official Gazette contains a nctice
that at the semi annual meeting of the
shareholders of the “4rand Trunk Railway
Company, to be held in London on the
20th inst., aathority will be asked to ac-
quire and take over the Canada Atlantic
Railway, which means,. we presnme, the
Canada Atlantic and Parry Sound Railway,
The original Canada Atiantic Railway was
built from Cotean Junction, just ouatside
Moatreal. 1o Ottawa, and the extension of
the road from Ottawa to Georgian Bay was
called the Ottawa, Arpprior and Parry Sound
Railway. The Canaaa Atlantic Railway
was amalgamated with the Ottawa, Arn
prior and Parry Sound Railway in
1899. The system is 130 miles in
length from Ottawa to Depot Harbor,
vear Parry Sound, on Gorgian Bay. It
woald appear that the sale of the road to
the Grand Trunk has not been completed,
but the asking of authority from the
shareholders is evidently for the object of
completinginegotiations which have been
in progress,
Mr. Booth, the president and owner of
the system, is reported in the daily papers

as saying that the Grand Trunk Railway
Company knew that they could have the
roud uny time during the last two years.
Thi« is an extraordinary statement, if it
was mude, for Mr. Booth knows that many
months ago he agreed to rell the road to
the Canadian Northern Railway Company,
that the prica was fixed, and that the Do=
minion Government wus favorable to sane-
tioning that arrangement

We have always taken the view,and still
hold to it, that it is very much in the
public interest that the Canada Atlantic
Railway should pecome part of the Cana-
dian Northern Railway system. for the
reason thas it is the only possible solu-
tionof the congestion complained of in the
west. The Canada Atlantic Railway
wounld, during the season of navigation,
put the Canadian Northern Railway to
Hawkesbury,and at Hawkesbury the Great
Northern Railway, which rons from there
to Quebec, is controlled by the Canadian
Noithern people. The Canadian Northern
Railway is now building to Edmonton, in
the North West Territories, and will short-
ly complete that line. The road ontlined
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above would then enable the Canadian
Northern Railway almost at once to take a
car of grain from Edmorton straight
threcugh to ride water, during the whole
of the season of navigation, a period of
at least seven months in the year.

If the government bave allowed the Grand
Trunk Railway Company to ob‘ain posses-
sion of the Canada Atlantic and Parry
Sound road, they have put a block in the
way of Jrelicving the congestion iz the
west, of which representatives in parlia-
ment have so frequently complained, and
to which the government have pledged
themselves frequently to do their ut-
most to ralieve. This isa serions state
ment, and. if it is true, we greatly regret
the fact. it is understood that several
months ago Mr. Booth tad agreed with the
Canadian Northern Railway Company to
transrer his road to them, and when the
goverament was cognizant of that, and had
promised to co-operate to the extent of
their power to fucilitate the transfer,if the
Grand Trank Company have uow obtained
the road. it may be that there will be Iaid
a charge of breach of faith. Of conrse
we have not a safficient kvowledue of the
facts to decide on this

The price the Grand Traonk bave agreed
o pay for the voud has not been made pub-

.
THE WAR SITUATION IN THE .
From the North American (Philadelphia

lic, but it will not be less than $15, 000,000
or $16,000, 000,

As the Grand Trank have for years work
ed in harmony with the Canada Atlantic,
and used the road pructically as their own,
it is difficult to saywhat object they have
in attempting to acquire control and pos
session, unless it is to endeavor to cripple
the Canadian Northern Railway Company,
and to force that concern to yield up its
western systen., covering 1600 miles in On
tario, Manitoba and the Territories, to the
Grand Trank Pacific Railway, whose pro
motersoriginally went after the system but
met with a refusal.

According to the Montreal Gazette of the
Tth inst., Mr. William Mackenzie, presi
dent of the Canadian Northern Railway,
said in Montreal on Toesday that Tthe
transfer of the Canuda Atlantic Railway to
the Grand Tronk would not affect the Ca
nadian Northern in any way. They were
not dependent on the Canada Atlantic, and
the business of the Canadian Northern
wouid go on as befme. He was uonable to

sea how the Canada Atlantic wonld afford
the Grand Trunk any hetter facilities than
they had, as the'r own road from Midland,
where they had terminal facilit'es and
elevators, was jost as short to Montreal as
hy wav of the Canada Atlantic Railway
from Depot Harbor

Tue Bramisn Liow. (10 Russian Bear) ~ Keep yonr s
oft my commerce ' (Germany and Turkey may b s
in the L ackgronund |

From the Leader iCleveland)
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The Governor Generahbip.

SUME remarks on the Govenor-General-

ship of Canada apropos of the rumonr
concerning the Duke of Marlborongh ap-
peared in a recent issne of the Toronto
Glhbe, a1d were subjected to some critic-
ism in the Montreal Star of August 30 It
would appear that the (ilobe stated that
po & bly the appointment of the husband of
an American he r gs might serve a usefol
porpose in teaching Americans something
about oar ey.tam of government, and how
“insigaiticant’’ a part the «fice really
plays in the matter. The Star does not
think that this 1s 4 very proper sentimenr,
und says in support of this: — “The king
alluws his ministers to have their way in
watters of policy, but his offce is not in-
significant on that account.'” The Globe
does not say that the office is insignificant,
The Star's article in the heginning said
that the Globe thought the exnmple wounld
show onr Ane ican consios how insignifi-
cint a part the Bovernor-general pluys in
the mlminisle'ing of onr system of govern-
ment. That is q very diiferent thing from
saying that the office was insignificant.
We take it that the Globe's view was that
the office was an important one playing

a0 insignificant pa t in onr system of
BOvernment,
It wonld not be amiss if something

shonld bappen 10 teach the Montieal Star
a little of oor system of governmeni, when
It undertakes to *ay that the king allows
his minisrers to have their way in mat-
ters of policy. The Star onght to know
that the king of Eugland was appoiutedby
the House of Commons, and can be remov-
el by 1he House of Commons, and the only
“Allow' that pertains to the king is the
#llowance for livins expea<es made to him
by that parlinment, and instead of the king
allowing his ministers to have their way
in matters of policy, the ministers repre-

sent the House which allows the king to
remain on the throne It in fact gave him
that throne. 'I'he king holds office at the
will and pleasure of the Honse of Com
moos. The trouble is that all the theore-
tical power of the Crown is perpetuated in
the statates and in all appointments made
by the minis'ers They do everything in
the name of the Crown, and the Crown is
creditea with doing everytning, by and
with the advice, and o forth,

Earl Grey

The Star goes on to say that the people
of Canada do not want an  insignificant
governor-general. It is hard to find ount
waat the people of Canada want in the
matter. They are never consalted. The
office of governor general in Canada has
been ‘n the past regarded by Mr. Cham
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erluin and s colleagues as & ,piece of
patronage belonging to  the colon-
ial office, for the reason that the appoiut-
ment of all governors of colonial depend -
encies and Crown colonies, appertains tc
the patronage of the colonial office. This
results in the appointment. sometimes of a
suitable man, and sometimes of a man vho
ie not snitable. Asto what constitutes a
smtable person for the office there will be
difference of opinion. It would evidently
be & mistake to appoint an important and
experienced man The esseutial qualifica-
tion is a man who will know enough to do
what he is told to do, and it that is an in-
significant person, ic is the only person
who wili fill the office properly. We pay
the man to do what he is told, aod that is
all there is to do. We give him a house
and furniture and ail the glasses he 're:
quires and he has an opportunity of enjoy-
ing life ina dignifiedposition for tive years,
The Duke ot Marlborongh might do as
well as anybody else. The fact that his
wife is an American should rot detract
from his application, if he is an applicant
for the office. The fact that tne Duchess
of Marlborough would have her [riends
over here from the United States would
probably be welcomed by the trades people
of Ottawa as tha sign of a large expendi-
ture of money instead of becoming & ques-
tion of polities. In Eopland complaint
has been mude that the court was remain-
ing away from London too long, a mwat-
ter affecting the trades people, and their
complaint was thought by the British
government to be a reasonable one. If the
ostablishment or enlargement of a coart at
Ottawa meant a large expenditure of mo-
pey there are a great muny people who
would regard the appointment of the duke
with favor and the air val of the duch-
ess with pleasure. TLe British govern-
ment appointea as governor-general to In-
dia & man who haa an American wife. Of

course Ivdia was a little further away for
frequent visits from the Dutch aristocracy
in New York, but we sce no objection to
frequent visits to Ottawa by the old uris-
tocrats of New York, or even by the new
rich.

If 1he governor-general of Canada is de-

has
barred by our system of government frow exy
active participation in politice, he can at
least devote himself, with his wife, to s
cial entertainmests and totheupbuildingof
charities, and even, as on one occasion, to
the support of religion, by the employment
of a chaplain and the erection of a chapel.
The wife of the xov‘ernor-genanl probabiy
takes more intevest in dressmaking and
millinery than in politics, and as a rule
she takes an interest in the poor and the
promotion of deserving charities, in the
cultivation of music andin many other laud

able movewents. The fact that she hap pla

pens to be burn in the United Statesshould Ju
not militate too much against her. has
Since writing the above it has been (e ple

finitely aonounced that Farl Grey la i
been appoittad to sacceed Lord Minto as He
governor-geneiral of Canada. When it was the
rumoured some time ago that Lord Grey ed
was to be the cho'ce, we said then that in the
our opinion he would make an excellent actl
officer to admini t:r the goverament of Ca In
nada. He is romewhat Jtamiliar with the res|
country, and had, what we deem to be es
sential, a training in the House of Cow
wons in Englind, where he would become
acquuinted more closely with the system of
government, with the relations of minis
ters to the House, on the one hand, und the
C rown on the other. In Eoglish politics
he is n Liberal.

Lord Miuto arrived in Canada in the
wonth of Novemler, and wil probubly
take his Cejarture during the coming No
vember

Albert Henry George Grey, 4th Earl of
Girey, Lord Lieatenant of Northumter
lana, was born on November 28, 1¥il
being the son of General the Hon. Char
les Grey, and Caroliva, daughter of Sir
Thomns Harvie Farquhar, Bart. He wa
educated at Harrow Schoel, and Trinity
College, Cambridge, where he 100k hiss
nior in the law and history tripos in 81
He represented Northnmberland in th
House of Comu 01 from 1880 to 1886 in th
Liberal interest.

He formed a close friendship wih fhe
lute Cecil Rhodes,and was administratord
Rhodesin during the two stormy years
1896 and 1897, since when he has hoen
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Director of the Britich South Africa Com;
paoy. He is voe of the sdministraters ap-
pointed ander the will bf Mr. Rhodes. He

has thus had censiderable adwinistrative
experience,
In 1877 he matried Alice, the tnird

1889
Y
daughter of Rohert Stagner Holtord, M.P.,
and a son was burn to the couple in' 1879,
thy present Viecount Howick. Egrl Grey
owns 17,000 acres and is a member of
Brook's Club,

Judge ParKer on the Filipinos.

HE question of amonomy and liberty
for the F lipino: 15 destined again to
play a part in th: pre<idential eleciion
Julge Parker, the Demorratic candidate,
has placed himself squarely befors the peo-
ple on this imporrant question. He tavars
‘‘independence, political and territorial. '
He would bhave the United States treat
them "‘preci-ely as the United Srates treat
ed the Cubans,”” und he favors ‘‘making
the promise to thew now, and take such
action as soon as it can prodently bedone, '
In other words, the Democratic cendidate
rests his appeal on the constitntion of the
United States, and 1 opposed to the bast-
ard imperialism for which McKinley was,
and Roosevelt is responsible. Judge Par.
ker's letter was addressed to J. (3. Milburn
of Buffalo and read as follows:—

“*Yon are entirely right in assnming that
as | employed the phrase, ‘self-government’
it was intended to be identical with inde-
pendencs, politicsl and territorvial. After
noting the criticism referred to by you, |
am still unable to understand how it can
be suid that a people enjoy relf-govern-
ment while another nation may in any de-
gree whatever control their action. Baut to
take away all possible opportumity for con-
Jecture, it shall be .nade clear in the letter
of acceptance that I am in hearty accord
with that plank in the Democratic plat-
form: which advocates treating theFilipinos
precisely as we did the Cubans: and | also

favor making the prowise to them now to
take such action as soon as it can prod:
ently be done, "’

The whole of the Democratic press does
not agree with Judge Parker's expression
of policy. Both the Brooklyn Eagle and
the New York Times disapprove, but the
New York Evening Post thoroughly ap-
proves of the letter, and says: —

‘““Mr. Parker has intrenched himself
squarely on the most fundamental princip-
les of this repablic. He and hiqS:rly have
sworn anew allegiance to the mocratic
deatrine that men shall have the right to
govern themselves unh mpered by masters
of another race and clime.  If he is chos-
en President,he will do everything in his

power to hasten the day when the Ameri-

can flag shall be bauled down as honour
ably as it was by Theolore Roosevelt's or-
der from the flagstafis of Havana on May
20, 1002, If Mr. Parker enters the White
House, the present poliy of vagueness,
po:ltpunemem. and shifting will be at an
end."’

This seems to present the issue as it wil
#0 to the polls next Novem er. The Re-
publican press sees in Judge Parker's Phil-
ippine declaration his certain defeat, bnt
they have to reckon with astrong man,acd
every utterance made by Judge Parker
seems to convince the people more and
more that he is a splendid ' candidate and
will make a safe ruoler.
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C()MMENTINH or the Muskoka election

petition, the Toronto News finds
fault with Mr. Mahaffy, the Conservative
rember, becanse he stated nnder oath that
he knew nothing of theintentions or move-
ments of the orgnnizers, who went into the
constituency from outside in his behalf,
and adds that at least My, Mabaffy cannot
be said to have exerci-ed any particalar
vigilance to prevent improper practices,
Mr. Sutherland, a local member for ux-
ford, was, in the opivion of one of the
tiial judges, guilty of imgroper connuet
in giving a hostler 50cents for looking uf-
ter his horse in the hote’ yard.. Accord
in3 to the News, when a man becomes u
candidate for parliameot, he must run
around the constituency looking for tron-
ble, and tuke pains to prevent what the
law calls improper practices. If the poor
man parsu: 8 the ordicary course of taking
stepe ‘o get elected hy holding pablic
meetings nud cinvassing, he would after-
wards be condemned by the Toronto press
or & port'un of it for not exercising vigil-
ance. It is hard to refrain from express-
ing one’s candid opinion of the criticism
indulged in by the News

lN a column article on the James’ Bay

Fishery concession to Mr. Archie McNee,
the Toronto News describes him as the
proprietor of the Windsor Kecord, a Lib-
eral newspaper. It may be a Liberal news-
paper, but all the sawe it ler t iiself to ihe
campaign of slander and scvndal, waged
80 fiercely by the Tory press against Mr.
Sifton, arouna 1898 and 1899,

THE Ontario Conservative leaders have
just concluded a meeting held in Tor-
onto. They evideutly expect that there
will be something doing about the time
the leaves begin to fall,

| EVENTS.

TEE Ottawa Evening Journal of Sept.
1st opened the fall campaign by a sca
thing condewnation of the Liberals in re
sentment at an attack on My, Bergeron
Amoog other grounds forcondewnation was
the appointment, as one of the commis
sioners to construct the Grand Trunk Pa
citic, of Mr. Branet, who had opposed Mr
Bergeron, and been elected by snch prac
ices that some of the guilty parties got in
to jail. The only thing wrong about the
Journul article i that Mr. Brunet,to whom
it refers as the opponent of Mr. Bergeron
in an election, has not received any ap
pointment from the government. The ap
pointment was given to Alfred Brunet, »
leading financial man ol Montreal, where
ax the gentleman whose record in oppos
ing Mr. Bergeron causes the Journal so
wach resentment was Joseph Brunet. Ve
wonder where the Journal puts all its
wasted indigonation, and all its uncalled
for denunciation. Probably salts it away
for future use,

A REMARK by the pope is reported by

an English clergyman, who recently
had a conversation with His Holiness in
Rome, and who visited Ottawa a few
days ago. The simplicity of living and
unostentation of His Holiness is very well
koown, and he keeps his two old sisters
with him and takes care of them. It was
urged upon the pope thet he should make
them countesses, but His Holiness repiied,
‘‘No, it is as great an honor to be known
as sisters of the pope,” which was truly
a royal reply.

AT the Dominion rifle meeting at Ot

tawn the chief prize was carried off
by an Australian, and a riflashot from New
Zealand eame next, while a man from
Natal won important prizes. At Bisley,
in England, a Canadian carried off the
king's prize. It srems to be a bad year for
the home men. The Dominion Rifle Asso
ciation has just thrown open some of tne
principal matches at Ottawa tc men from
other parts of the empire, and so it came
about that men from various colonies, who
had been shooting at Bisley, returned home
by way of Canada and took advantage of

the
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the Dominion meeting. The visitors had

0o canse to cow plain of Canadian hospital-
ity.

THE Toronto News and Winnipeg Tele-

Braw both complain that under the
duwping clause of the tariff the minister
of Customs has po wer to fix tke price of
goods imported, and toey dweli on the
“‘hideous dangers'’ of such a system.
Such well informed Papers ought to know
that the department of costoms has always
bad power to fix the price of imported
goods, in the event of the invoice price
not being ucceptable or correct. The term
"‘Minister of Customs '’ must of course be
construed in the sense of weaning the de-
partment, as the inspectors and board of
appraisers are the actual people to fix
prices in cases of dispute,
wuch capital in making mo
molebil; -

There is not
untains out of

HE campaign of race and creed, the
appeal to prejudice and passion, the
invitation to tne fanatics continue to be
ihe stock in trade of such papers as the
Toronto Mail and Empire, working in be-
half of its political party. In its issue of
Sept. st it reproduces a half dozen lines
from a blatherskite inMontreal who is fak-

ing vp some story for a Chicago paper, as
follows : —

"I bave in wmy hap,

d the report of a

speech made by g Liberal ‘spellbinder’,
in which the orator told his audience of
French habita

nts that Queen Victoria, with
ymurdered Sir John Thomp-
use ke had changed his religion
Protestautism to Roman Catholic-

her own hand
son  beca
from
ism. "

- Here is the work of
#-liner, whose calibre is indicated by the
use of 1the word “‘spellbinder” given edit-
orial prominence in the Mail and Empire.
For what purpose? If a half-witted or ma-
licions individual in Montreal, whose iden-
tity is unknown, chooses to write up a lot
of twaddle for an American newspaper,and
many of them do, no one can help it, but
the reproduction of this mischievous stuff
in the editorial page of a Canadian paper
is simply disrepatable,

an unknown nenny-
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PABLIAMENTM. been ouly four weeks

prorogued when the last issne of the
Canada Gazette was published, yet it con-
tained no fewer than nine notices of inten-
tion to apply at the next session for di-
vorce. The applicatious are spread all over
the cou atry, being from LetLbridge, Mone
treal, Dawson, Toronto, Winnipeg and
Port Perry, Ont. At this rate parliament
will have a score or mote of such applica-
tions at the next session. Is it not about
time that parliament established a compe-
teut conrt to deal with such applications?
There is no doubt that the judge in the
Exchequer Court conld be made a judge in
divorce.

A FRIEND IN NEED,

R. L. Borden, M.P.—**Oh!

tural friend, will yon belp me to ride on
that horset’’

my agricals

His Agricultural Friend - *‘Yes—the way
you helped me to ride on that train at 2
cents a mile.”’—Toronto Telegram.
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F there was snch a thiug as .a British
Empire, in the sense the word empire
is used in history, with an emperor at ltp
bhead, we would mot see i(wo portions of
that empire squabbling over which owned
or controlled a portion of the common ter-
ritory. There is a great sirip of territory
calted Labrador, the lordship over which
is being asserted by Newfodndla.d as
against Canada. The question comes up
by reason of Newfoundland issning licen-
ces to its citizens to cut timber on a por
tion of the territory. The Vancouver Pro-
vince nrges that Canada shoula take im-
mediate steps to guard her outlying terri-
tory from all attempts at spoiliation by her
neighbors. Yet we will a1 persons who
assert that Canada doesinot own any terri-
tory wt all: that Newtoundland and Can-
ada are part of one empire and that all the
land and all the water belong to the sove-
reign. If that were trne the things that
are happening would not happen,and coukd
not happen.

R. GAMEY addressed a few remarks
to a labor day gataering at New Ham-
burg. Mr. Gamey is a splendid example
to hold up before the eyes of honest me-
chanics and workmen. He is a conféssad
cheat, liar.gscoundrel, eave-dropper, a man

who sought to ruin others, a man who le
liberarely conspired against others, . man
who altered & bank deposit slip, & wan
who fled to the United States in a sudden
panic in fear of arrest, and a mar on

whose platform decent men will not go
The vext thing we know, we will have Mr.
Gamey add essing Sunday »chool scholars

HERE is something doing in . Manchu
ria, »nd,as far as one ean judyge at this
distance, it is something bad for Russia.

RRANGEMENTS are now being

made for the seventh Canadian Con
ference of Charities and Correction, which
will be beld in London, Ont,, October 5th
toqtn. " This Conference meets anuunally
to discuss social problems, conipare experi-
ences and develop plans for the advance
went of philanthropy, the prevention of
crime and the improvement of tne condi
tion of the poorer classes. The railways
have owing to the benevolent character of
the Conference agreed to give a single fare
rate and the Ladies’ Committeo at London
have offers.. to entertain delegates in pri
vate homes, We are asked by the manag
ers to say that all who are in any way con
nected with philanthiopic work will be
mwade welcome,
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HOSE whoadvocate a government ownped
aondoperatedtranscontinental railway are
upagainst;the objectiors urged by 8 rAlex-
auder Galt, Sir John Macdonald, Sir John
Abbott, Sir Charles Tvopper, Sir Macken-
zie Bowell, Senator Josiah Wgod, Mr. H.
A. Powell, ex-M.P., New Brunswick, and
other leaders of public opinion in the past
and present, as well 88 against the opinton
of Sir Wilfrid Laorier, Mr. Fielding, - and
other leaders of public opinion on the other
side of politics. They, tner:fore; resort to
the position? of suggesting that the ad-
ministration of sach a road should be ta-
ken out of politics by the appointment of a
“‘non-political’’ commwission. How a road
owned and operated by a eovernment cen
possibly be taken out of politics is a gunes-
tion exceedingly difficult to answer.
oThe experience in Australia, where the
commission system was adopted to try and
remedy or abate the evils of public owner-
ship and political management, shows on
investigation that the commission was
used by the minister of railways aod the
government as a buffer, and in rome cases
the commission threw back tho responsi-
bility on the government, while the prac-
tice of members of parliament interfering
in appointments, the purchase of supplies
and appliances, and in fact almost all of
tne details ot the management of a railway
continued. In New Zealand a difficulty
with the labor party caosed the commis-
sion to be abolished, while in more than
one case the English expert, brought out
to act as chairman of one of these commis-
sions, threw op the job in disgust in con-
sequence of conflict with the politicians.
In Canada the appointment of a com-
mission to have charge of the construc-
tion of the Eastern Division of the Grand
Trunk Pacific Railway also contributes to
the conviction forced upon us by the exper-

g Yy T

A *“Non-Political” 'Commtlr.rioh.
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ience of other countries Tuat commission
has been denounced by nearly every Con-
servative pew-paper in Canada on the
ground that it is compised of Liveral poli-
ticinns. Tuke one of the most mildly
written of the Conservative organs, the
Victoria Colovist, In its issue of Avg. AN
it procesds to criticize the commissioners
on the ground that, they bave no know-
ledge ol tailway construction, and then
they take exception to the personnel f the
commission. Mr, Wade, the chairmaa,
they describe as a lawyer who hus done no-
thing to distinguish himselt, although be
uad a seav in the House of Comrons. The
objection to Mr. Branet is different. 1t is,
not that he was a public man, or a rela-
tive of a puvlic map, or a politician, but
that this appointment is his first introdune-
tion to public notice. Mr. C. A, Young is
described as a brother of Senator Young.
Mr. Robert Reid is referred to as having
rendered services to the Hon. Charles
Hyman in political matters. It is to be
presumed tiat if Mr. Wade had bLeen &
Conservative member of parliament Mr.
Reid a volitical supporterof Sir John Zex-
ling, Mr. Young an opponeut of Mr Sit-
ton, the Colonist would find them not in-
eligible for appointment. Now, under our
system of government and wit' our prac-
(ice, the government of the day chooses for
appointment , as a rule, men from among
its own supporters. Even if it did nov do
g0, it wonld have to choose men from am-
ong the supporters of the Opposition. It
would be impossible 10 find any man of
character, of reputation, of experience,
with any claim to recognition who is not
known as either a Liberal or a Conserva-
tive. The doctrine,therefore, is laid down.
that the government that chooses_very Tre-
table and rep: ative men, rep t
ing 'aw, finance, agriculture and com-
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“merce, cannot constitate a non-pelitical
-commission becnuse of the former politi-
<al affiliation of the appointees. How, then,

is it possible to recure a non-political
-commission, aud if it is not possible, what
becomes of the arguwent of Mr, R.L. Bor-
«den advanced on the floor of the House,
that he would overcume the drawbacks of
government ownership and construct und
operate a line of railway by wmeans of a
non-political commission?

Iu any evenr,under our system of respon-
sible government, wo can never get away
from the principle of holding the Minister
of Railways and his colleagnes responsible
for the mothods adopted on a government
road, for the character of the appoivtments,
and for the purchase of suppliee. It has
never been done and never will be done.
It might be possitle for the governwment to
construct a railway and-lease it to a com-
pany, but even then the government coa-
struction of a road has not, in this coun-
try at ull events, been a snccess. For ounr-
selves. we believe thet the comwissioners
-Aappointed are men of fair ability, consider-
able experience, acquainted with the peo
mle and the country, and men of high per-

sonal standing in the community. My,
Wade, the chuirman, kas had consideralle
experience in railway mutters and has for
many years devoted a great deal of time to
the construction and financing of a rail
road, and in addition he brings to bear on
A commission, constituted under statute
law, the advantage offa good legal train
ing. Mr. Brunet is & banker, a man of
high standing in the financial world, ang
will prove, therefore, of great value op
such a commission. Mr. Reid 18 a success.
ful business man,and & man of good exe-
cative ability, Mr. C. A, Young will not
find many persons to blame him for being
the brother of Senator Young. He is a
good representative of western Canada,
and is acquainted with the needs of the
furmers and with the methods of trans-
porting grain  As a grain werchant, re
siding for many years in the centre of
distribution in the Noithwest, he will be
in a position to give valuable aid to the
commission. There are scarcely four men
to whom fewer objections cuuld be urged
than the four men whose names have heen
mentioned.
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A Matter of Use.

Being a Story tola by Detective Sergeant Milbank to Jumes Blyth.

ANY people will still remember the
burglary at Lake House, Ducking-
baw, when Mrs. Bdward Horrozate was
robhed of her fawous pesrl collar. The
cave will be especially wemorable to me as
being the one instamee in which I have
known couniry police 1o show xowe rudi-
ments of intelligence. Before my arrival
on the rcene they had succeeded in estab-
lishing the fact that* the borglars, bad
come to the Lake House grounds by
water, and by a difficolt and improbable
route.

The Lake Houss grounds ran down to
the water: it might bhe thought un easy
matter for a boat load of strangers to effect
4 landing. But Duckingham Lake is pri-
vate water, and the only boats upon 1t are
those belonging to the owners of the two
or three honses upon its borders All these
are kept in hoat honses under lock and key

It was soon proved beyond all doubt that
none of the boats which had any right to
be on the lake had been taken out on the
might of the burglary.

Whence, then, did the
<ome?

By an effort of shrewdness Tom Hewitt,
P.C., remembered the **Run.’’

The * ‘Run"" is & narrow dyke affording
ttie only inlet or ontlet of water to or from
the lake It enters in & retired corner at
the western end, and, after wany meand-
orings,extanﬂnu over two miles in length,
meets the river Saelig. A handred yards
or &0 from the luke it crosses a little lane
where it broadens to a ford. Herethere is a

strange craft

small plank and rail bridge where no boat
could get over the shallow of the -ford or
under tbe bridge. A portage at this point
wounld be essential. Investigation showed
no broken reeds along the banks of the
“Run;’" no print of quant (Norfolk name
for barge-pole) or boat-hook. The search-
ers would have been at a loss bat that the
night of the robbery had been wet. Tom
Hewitt inspected the lune against the ford
and here tound footprints that went to
confirm bis notion that a boat had been
brought np from the river and carried
across the lane. The puzzle was to think
what kind of boat it conld have been. An
ordinary row-boat must have been propel-
led by senlls or pushed along, either of
which processes would have left marks.
And there were none visible in the whole
two miles of the ‘‘Run.”” A Rob Roy ca-
noe (the only kind known in that part ot
the conntry) would anly hold oue |+ son.
And it was clear from many indications
that there were at least two or three.

The local discoveries stopped at this
point, and remained there until 1 went
down at the request of Mr ' Harrogate.

I at once went over the ground with Tom
Hewitt. and failed to discover anvthing he
had passed by. Pat I had vne advantage
over him. I was well acquainted with Ca-
nadian cances, and 1 soon made up my
mind (thongh on insufficient data) thata
boat of this class had been used.

No one in the place had ever seen such a
craft. There was only one thing to do. To
search the rivers and waters roynd about

s e
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patiently and unobtrusively. For this
puipose {1 hired a 2'¢-ton catter from
Smith’s yachting station at Saelig Bridge,
and started on a cruise. Chance, and A fa-
voring wind, took me up river tow rds St.
Marys' on the Fen.

For three days I _sailed about without
avail. But on the fourth I turned up a lit-
tle tributary river that rans'into the Saelig
someg four miles from Duckingham Ran.
Three wiles up this I was stopped by a
lock, where there was a cluster of rough-
looking fishermen leaning over the weir
bridge. Just below the lock was a pictar-
esque little inn displaying pricted notices
that comfortable lodgings were to be ob-
ained there for anglers. Standing in the
purch, talking eagerly to another rough-
looking character, was &# man whose face
struck a chord of indistinct remembrance
in my brain.

He was a tall man with huge square
s boulders, and an extraordinary = depth of
chest. His face was clean cat, sharp and
trong, with none of its power or charac-
ter lost or wodified by any growth of
hair, for he was clean shaven. His ac-
quiline nose, high, prominen' cheek-
boues firm lips, decided chin, and, above
all, the scintillating dominatior of his
grey eyes, marked him as one to stand on
an eminence above his fellow men, whe-
ther that eminence were good or bad. The
inexhorable purpose that he seeemd to
exhale pointed towards the latter, for no
€0l man is relentless.

My [professional instinct leapt at the
sight of hiw, and yet I could not remem-
ber where I had seen his face before.

I ran out a gang plank & 'd went ashore.

I saw the stranger of the porch and his
conpanion approaching me.

‘'Good-day, sir,’’ said the former, with
& keen look at me' I hope you are coming
to try your luck with the rod. I've been
fisking here for nearly a fortnight without
any other company than my friend Tom
Grice, the landlord,’’ o(he indicated his
companion with aZnod), “‘and a few hon-
est fellows whom you may esee on the
weir bridge. Wil' you allow me to intro-
duce mvself. I am Sydney Huomphris—
p-hri-s!”

His voice was rich and well modulated
His accent that of an educatd man. I felt
sure that | knew his face, bat still Icould
not recall under what circamstances I had
seen it, Unly something seemed to warn
me thay they ‘were tragic,

“My nare's Jack Ellis. "’ [ snid.  "*And

have come for a bit of firhing."”

At thie Grice (a bloff, stardy, bearded

man with dark bairland bloe eves, A wix"

ture of Scandinavian and Daui-h blocd
that is common aboat the Ewst  Anglisn
wurshlands) grinned

"Ttook careful aim . . .
twice’’

and fired quickly

*‘D'ye want a bed,sir?" hesaid. **There's
planty o' rewm."’

I thanked him affirmatively, and soon
we were all three in a cosy bar-parlonr
that looked out over the weir. Round the
room were cases of stuffed fish. Kods and
tackle hung from bare baulks 'in the ceil-
ing. A fire was burning in the open fire-
place; for thongh the end of May was
near, the marsh air strack cold.
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“‘Let's have a bottle of that old rum of
gours," said Humphris. *“The wind ie
cold in spite of the sup. And see that we
have some stewed eels for dinner. We'll
feed together if you've no objection,’ he
said to me.

Of course, | consonted.
as much of him as I counld.

*The rum was good. The dinner excellent.
The companionship of my fellow-lodger
most fascinating. My suspicions might
have been lulled_had it not been for a sur-
reptitions watch which was kept on me,
and which, I observed, wns contuinual,
thoagh carcfully concealed.

After dinner | took tuckle and bait, aod
accompanied Humphris to the deeps
against the lock. | had teen no sign of a
Canadian canoe, but there was a large out-
house whers she ‘might be hidden; und |l
noticed that whenever 1 approached this
either Huwphris or Grice brought forward
some excuse to turn my attention else-
where.

The churm of Humphris’ manner and-
conversation was having its due effect upon
me. He had been 1n muny strange places,
and knew how to deseribe his experiences
with humour and dramatic intensity. Iwas
almost forgetting my suospicions that he
had been in even stranger , or at least
more equivocal places than those he spoke
of. But every now and then some little
interference with my freedom of action,
under the gniseé of sparing me trouvle,
awoke my doubts and strained my nerves
with expectancy.

The inn was quite alone 1n a wilderness
of marshes, and for miles around the flat
expanse lay bare without +ign of any other
habitation. 1 vegan to think that the night
might prove a trifle more dramatic than |
carea for, especially if 1 were indeed on
the vight track and wv real per-onality
were knowr. That this was so 1 bhad an
uneasy suspicion. 1 was never lsft alone,
and theZondefinable magnetism of danger
thrilled me. There was nothing definite
to go upon. And yet | felt that there was
a conspiracy bo ween Humphris and Grice
~—a conspiracy that was threatening to my-
self,

Our snpper was of fish, excellent in gnal-

I wanted to eee

ity and excellently prepared. Grice, sal
down with us and proved a valuable con-
versationalist.

The darkness fell between eight and nine
bat there was a full moon and the water
and marshes lay bright and clear in the
white light.

‘“‘Le’ss shut up,’’ said Grice; ‘‘theer
can't be noobardy else come. Le'ss shut
up an’ make a night on't."”’

“*All right,’’ said Humphris; ‘‘get some
more of that old ram and a bottle of bran-
dy, and I'll brew some punch. The kettle
is nearly boiling.”’ He smiled anc¢ turned
to me. ‘'l think you'll like my punch,”
he said: ‘'l rather fancy myself at brewing
it.”’

1 thought 1 saw a light of intelligence
pass between the two men. 1 determined
to be on wy guard.

(Grice fetched the ingredients. Therv was
sowe li ttle noise outside before he return-
ed with them. 1 heard a woman's voice
say, "‘No! No!"’" noc a scaffling, and that
was all.

T he punch was brewed. Humphris filled
the glasses, and for an instant his back
was turned to me as he did so 1saw some-
thing snspicious 1n every movement, and
1 noticed it; but it might very well have
been an accident.

‘‘Here you are,’’ said Huwphris, hand-
ing me a glass of the rich, brown steam-
ing stuff.

He and Grice each had similar glasses
of grog in their hands.

‘Here's luck!"’ suid Homphris,
‘My bes’ respecks'’ said Grice,

They drank. | raised my glass to my lips
and sipped.

‘Lhen | knew.

For som years | had indulged in what 1
suppose | wust admit to be a vice. Like
many others, | bad been fascinnted by De
Quincey’s Opiaw Euter, and had hegun by
taking laudannm experimentally. The fas-
cination of the habit grew upon e, as 1
never seemed to suffer any ill-effects from
the practice, bat found the drug a digest-
ive, a wonderful preveutive oi colds, an
an extraordinary brain exbiluya'or. It nev-
er had the slightest soporific effect unpon
me for a good ten houors after 1 had taken
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it, and then ouly in an agre.able mauner.
1 could take half an ounce without its hav-
ing any effect upon me beyond a quicken-
ing of the intellect and a placid satisfac-
tion ot fhe senses. And half an ounce
would send most people into a dangerous
coma.,

As soon as | put the steaming glass to
my lips 1 knew m) beloved drug was pre-
sent. 1 was so used t it, that even the
presence of the rum, brandy and lemon
flavoring did not prevent me from gauging
the amount in my gless. The game was
clear now and 1thought 1 shonld win.

‘*By Gerge, sir,"" 1 said, ‘‘the punch is
ripping!"’ 1 raigsed the glass again to my
lips and drained it off, My system exulted
at the longed-for stimulant (for opium is a
stimulant as well as a narcotic). In a
minate or two | glowed all over comtort-
aby. My brain woke to abnoriual keen-
n:ss. Bat 1 had a part toZplay, and play-
ed it. Gradually [ let my eyelids drop,

I yawned. | sieepily apolcgised half-open-
ed my eyes again looking as dazed as 1
could. Then 1 shut them, and lay back,
breathing heavily.

My companion made no wsigns for a min-

ute or two. Then | heard Humphris say:
**Cowe on, Grice, we'[l go and inspect the
yacht. I'll swear he's Milbank the tee,
and 1t’s ten ty ope he's afrer us. 1If he is,
—well, the marsh will hide him, 1 reck-
on "'

A 800n as they had gone 1 stealthily open-
€d my eves. They nad left their 2lasses
half full. 1 had a 4 oz bottle of lsudanum
inwmy pocket,  “Ahat" I thought, *+)
don'r expect they're quite so impervious to
itaslam."

I rowe quietly, and poured a good half
vance into euch of the glusses. Then,
thinking it likely that they would search
me on their retarn, 1 hid the bottle in a
caphonard, behind a lot of others Having
done this 1 settled mys=If beek i the chair
For 1 knew they weaid not be long. There
was nothing 1o detain them on the yacht,
No papers, books or anything, Presently
1 heard them approach grambling. **We
thall have to gC vhroagh his pockets, '’ said
Hunmphris as they entered.

‘‘What for?"’ argued Grice, “‘Let's put
him out on't, an’ ba donejwi'm, "’

“Ne! no!"’ insis‘ed the other (and 1 felt
grateful to him). *I'll find out_who he is,
somebow. He'cant’ do us any harm for a

day or two. The pearls are in "my room,

and he won't go in there while 1'm
about. "’

'Well, let's tinish our grog,’ said Grice,
*‘My bes' respecks!’’

I heard the liquor gulped down.

‘Damn!" said Howmphris, ‘I ecat the
peel too thick. Standing has made it bit
ter.'’

“Aba!"’ replied Grice. *‘We ute tew ha
droonk it afoor we wentZout,"*

1 beard them cume up to me and felt their
bands about me. Bat | remaived motion
less, breathing heavily,

‘‘H re we ure,"’ cried Huwphris.** Pere's
a letter Harold Milbank! I thought |1 re
membered him. He nearly nuiled me at
Hampstead once, but 1 managed te slip ont
of the window. Well, that settles it, any-
how. "

I remembered him too, now.
king among burglars,

“'Shali we dew'm now, gavnor,"" asked
Grice,

“'No,"" was the answer. /] want him to
come round and appreciate his posttion,
Ha! ha! Then we'll give him a little ad
vice aud send him to hell, Here, take this
~—it's his pistol, "

"'Let’s have another drain,’ said Grice,

Refure the second lot of spirits was con
sumed the opium did its work.

**1 fara some sleeapy.” wurmured Grice,
There was no respones: g Kasp or two, a
carse from Homphris; then uothing but
heavy breathing.

I gave th m five or ten minntes to get
well under the influence of the drug then |
opened my eyes,

They were botn sitting against the table,
their heads on 1heir bands, in a state of
profound iusensioility,

UAbal' asid 1. “Now it's my turn.’’

I saw a coil of rope hanging upon the
baulks with the fishing tackle, and com-
menced overations by binding the preci-
ous pair hand and foor, | reovered my
revolver and papers, sTemoved  Homphris

He wasa
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pistol (which I found bulging ont ot a hip
pocket), and started in quest of the pearls.

| asked a woman where 1 could find a
wheelbar.ow. She told me in the out-
house. 1 did find one there and the Oana-
dian canoe as wsll. With very littletrouble
1 got my men in the barrow, one after the
other, and wheeled them aboard my cutter
across the gang-plank. Then 1 tetched the
canoe and made it fast astern.

| had got the canvas on the catter and
cast for'ard, and was about to Junhitch my
stern rope when there was a great sound
of shouting and cursing from the innm,
and a romble of clamsy feet over the
wooden bridge across the weits Before 1
could clear my stern rope trom its moor-
ing post a couple of arshmen rushed
down the wall, across the bit of road to
the staithe and flung themselves upon the
slipping nawser.

“'Hode yew on, yew——'' they yelled.
‘Us'll 'srn yew ta interfare along o' us
uns

But my sails were sev and drawing, and
though the night wind was light there
was enough to £ill the canvas. With a
langh, 1 slipped out my kunife, and, steer-
ing with my hips | turned and cut the line
astern, chuckling as the line came back
with a jerk on the two ruffians ashore.

Bat the game was still alive A romble
and rattle of wood on wood, a swish of
woud in water, andja snrging scund.g and
the old lock ferry-boat was in full pursait,
urged on by a dozen strong arms. To
muke matters more serious the two men
on the baok had recovered themselves
with sufficient promptitude to enable them
to leap at the Canadian canoe and seize her
by the gunuwale as she drew away. | got
under way with these two trailing behind
in the water yelling with terror and Jfuary
but acting as an effectual drag upon me,
while all the time the ferry-boat was com-
ing on.

“Let go,"" | cried to the two men, awash
in the wake of the catter and canoe. “*Let
€0, or by God 1'll send a bullet at you."'
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‘‘Shewt, and be damned to ye!' cried
one of them,and the other howled, *‘Dew,
yewshall hauvg; as troe as Gord ye shall."’

I took careful aim where their hands
clatched the canoce, and fired quickly,
twice.

A yell and a splash, and 1 felt the cutter
bound lorward freely as the drag astern
was released. 1 conld see the two making
for the shoro, so that 1 felt satistied | had
done them no serlous injary.

Bnt now the ferry-boat was barely fifty
yards astern. and, to wy dismay, 1 caught
sight of ‘the long “barrel of a marshland
muzzle-loader glinting in the moonlight.

**Luft her up and lay to,"’ came a shont,
‘*or I'll send foor ounces o’ swan-shot into
yar innards!"’

Without answering "the hail, 1 took a
snap -hot at the standing tigure and to my
delight,] saw man and gun 80 over in the
bottom of the boat. And, as luck would
bave it, the success of my shot did not
end there. fur at the instant of the fall. a
great flare of fire shot up in the tky, , avd
the booming roar of a marsh gun thander-
ed out. In some way or uther my armed
enemy had canght his trigger in his fall,
and discharged bis piece harn.le«sly 10 the
sky. | enve a great cheer, for now 1 saw
that 1 was safe. The cutter was drawing
away, and by the time a muzzle-loader
could be fired again 1 should be ont of
shot

Whan my two prisoners came tn them-
selves they were] in charge of Tom Hew-
itt. They got their deserts in due conrse
of time. But | was never able to bring my
night assailants to book, for identification
w14s impossible withont treachery, and
treachery is one of the few vices of which
A true bred marshman knows nothing.

Mr. Harrogate was not ungratefal, and
in return for the handsome vresect he gave
me | left him the Canadian cance. She i<
still on the lake, and a vearly soarce of
wonderment to the villagers at the rec.|
catting,
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