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ROMANISM, A STRONGHOLD OF THE ADVERSARY.

BY THE REV. H. WILKES, A. M., MONTREAL.

Ix the primitive and rude state of a
nation, there is, comparatively, little
need for any other defences against
aggression than those of simple con-
struction and rough exterior. Its
system of government is suited to its
infantile exigencies, being strictly
elementary in its nature and feeble
in its control. Little skill of the
engiaeer is called forth in the con-
struction of its fortresses ; nor is any
Solon required to unfold for its in-
struction principles of government, or
to frame laws for ivs guidance. He
who would do great things must seek
other fields for the exercise of his
powers. But when the primitive
and rude have at length been dis-

placed by the elaborate and refined ;

when the interests of a nation have
become extensively ramified within
its own limits, and entangled in a
labyrinth of conflicting interests with
the affairs of neighbouring nations ;
in short, when a country waxeth old,
and great, and powerful, other than
rude fortresses are required; military
skill, of the highest order, has fuil
scope for its exercise; and in its
government, the largest measures of
mental power and of knowledge will
not lack a sphere of exertion. -

A

We may be allowed this illustra-
tion in estimating the relative strength
of the Adversary’s strongholds in our
world, and in observing the compara-
tive merits of those systems of evil
whichhehasorganized for the govern-
ment and ruin of mankind. Scripture
represents him as the Prince of Dark-
ness, having a kingdom and subjects
opposed to the dominion of Jesus
Christ. Every child of God is under
unalterable obligations to seek the
subversion of the Usurper’s throne.
Che army of the faithful is organized
to wage perpetaally this moral war-
fare against all the power of the
enemy ; their Captain leads them on,
and however long and varied the
conflict, he has assured them of vieto-
ry. The enemy, however, is untir-
ing, and he is skilful. 'Without wast-
ing his resources, he is usually found
prepared with admirable contrivances
to meet the onset of his epponents;
and to secure, in fitting garrison, the
mulistude of his adherents. In eariier
times, and in places where the Tight
of revelation was only partially ‘be-
stowed, much skill was not needed
to “keep his house and ‘his goods in
peace.” Infidelity on the one hand,
and Paganism on the -other, were
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sufficient for his purpose. The proud,
self-confident, and daring, he intro-
duced to the one fortress; the trem-
bling and the superstitious found re-
fugein the other. Thesesystemswere
essentially rough: they exhibited
wickedness enough, wretchedness and
heartlessness enough,—but it was all
coarse and unseemly. Little of the
enginery of the Evil One was requir-
ed in their construction: skill had no
sphere, and taste was abused. Such
contrivances suit a barbarian state of
mankind,—they are the Goth and
Vandal dominion of the Adversary:
—in them he has limited sphere for
his genius, and they afford but meagre
development of his powers. True,
they are sufficient to serve a present
purpose,—they have sufficed to keep
millions in bondage, — they have
therefore their place and use in his
kingdom,—but they do not show
what he can do.

At length, in the fulness of time,
Hg came who is “the Light of the
World.” He fulfilled his mission of
love, and ascended to the mediatorial
throne. He established 2 new and
more perfect form of his kingdom,
and commissioned his messengers to
proclaim to the nations salvation
through his name. Great was the
commotion 3 marvellous and glorious
was the success. The enemy must
bestir himself.  Coarse defences,
clamsy contrivances, feeble systems,
will not do now; they suit not the
oceasion : they would only betray the
cause he wonld establish, What
then is his resource? He employs
human depravity to corrupt the true
religion; ever-changing circumstances
ko employs to forward his design;
and after some centuries of skilful
effort, Romanism is built up as by far
his strongest hold. It is verily a
master-piece of ingenuity—in all its
parte there is displayed the unrival-
led workmanship of this invisible,
but subtle power; so that inspired
description appropriately declares,

ROMANISM, A

STRONGHOLD

“whose coming is after the working
of Satan, with all power, and signs,
and lying wonders, and with all de-
ceivableness of unrighteousness.,” A
learned and eloquent clergyman in
France, who entered the sacred office,
sceptical on many points, and among
others, on the existence of a devil;
was jed by circumstances to a careful
study of Popery as a system, the re-
sult of which was a strong conviction,
that a mind of wickedness, mightier
far than ever occupied a tenement of
clay, had been engaged in its con-
struction; and in short, that unless
he was prepared to suppose a stu-
pendous effect without an adequate
cause, he must receive as a fact the
existence of Satan, and regard him
as the author and builder of this
wondrous fortress.

The introduction of an utterly false
religion would have been an unskilful
artifice on the part of the Adversary
—his design required the corruption
of the true. Accordingly he left in
the system enough of truth to bait
the hook with which he would take
captive the souls of men. The Ro-
man Catholic religion contains all the
leading articles of the L ristian faith.
It retains, in its system of doctrines,
fundamental trath. That it mysti-
fies many of the truths of revelation,
—that by giving prominence to cer-
tain gross errors, it buries the Chris-
tian doetrine under the heap which it
thus raises,—and that mischievous
and fatal mistakes are so interwoven
with its ceremonies and its teaching,
as really to hide from the enquiring
eye the way of life, are facts painful-
ly evident,—yet it has not wholly
forsworn saving truth. It receives
the doctrine of the Divine Unity. It
recognizes the Eternal Word as very
God—equal with the Father, and as
the Son of God made flesh and dying
to atone for sin. It adores the Holy
Ghost as a Divine Person, the author
of spiritual life. But it mystifies and
beclouds its testimony on these great.
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facts, by its blasphemous introduction
into the very midst of them of its
« Queen of Heaven”—the worship of
the Virgin,—and by its homage done
to intermediate mediators. It re-
ceives the Holy Scriptures as divinely
inspired, but it mars the witness
which it gives, and the doctrine of
their supremacy and sufficiency by
its theory of traditions, and itsdoctrine
of church authority. It holds the
forgiveness of sins through the blood
of Christ; but it would sully the
glory and sovereignty of grace by its
merits of saints, and its church fund
of superogatory virtue. It maintains
the vesurrection of the dead, and be-
lieves in the world to come; but it
grievously perverts and enshrouds
these verities by its monstrous theo-
ry of purgatory. It is true that
some of its Jansenist Doctors have
held comparatively clear ideas on the
subject of original and actual sin,
and on the freeness and glorious
sovereignty of grace—they have de-
nounced human merit as a ground of
justification, and have made a near
approach to evangelical verities,—but
these have been only exceptions to
its current teaching—the oasis in the
desert.

The enemy has been sometimes
foiled in his own strong-hold. The
Lord has had a people, members of
the spiritual Israel, within the bosom
of this corrupt and apostate commu-
nion. Wherever his own saving
truth remains, however beclouded
and mystified, he will crown it with
honour, and make it the instrument
of awakening, enlightening, and sav-
ing souls. The names of Fenelon,
Pascal, and some others, remind us
of this encouraging fact. Atthesame
time, it may not be concealed that
these men did great mischief by
abiding in a communion, concerning
which the divine mandate is, “ Come
out of her, my people.” For while
th very terms of that command in-

jare within her enclosure, they also

imperatively requive them to with-
draw themselves. Douglas of Cavers
happily says, concerning the men
whose names have been mentioned :
¢ A voluntary and unscriptural humility,
with a blind submission to the dictates of
hinz who had seated himself in the temple of
God as if he were God, may naturally lead
us to pity them, but by no means to excuse
them ; their example has done mucn harm,
and been only the more pernicicus from their
eminence and their virtues. It is difficult
to calculate how much assistance their well-
merited veputation has given them to prop
the falling cause of Popery, and to lengthen
out the continuance of the delusion—the
most lasting and the most dangerous that has
ever led mankind astray from the trath,”

It is a melancholy reflection, that
more than 120 millions of our race are
under this strong delusion, that they
believe thislie ; thatis, they are nomi-
nal adherents of the system,and either
receive its dogmas, or dwell under its
shadow in a state of scepticism. As
it is received by the masses, all the
grosser features of its superstition
become prowminent, so as totally to
hide from them the path of life.
Trained only amid its teaching, they
have no ideas whatever of an evan-
gelical or scriptural type: darkness
envelopes them, and therein they
grope their way. At the same time
the system admirably suits the tastes
of our degenerate nature, presenting
at every turn some specious lure.

The design of these observations
is not to afford a full view of Roman-
ism—that would require a volume—
but rather to produce the impression,
that is not a trifle to be laughed at—
a mere absurdity to be scoraed.
There are many among Protestants
who only notice its grosser eutside
superstitions, and who look merely at
the contradiction involved in some of
its move palpable errors, and they are
wont to conceive of the whole system
as unworthy of notice. Now it may
not be this lightly dealt with, It is
noclumsy contrivance, butthe master-

dicate that some of the Lord’s people | piece of the enemy. It is quite wil
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ling to tolerate secret scepticism as to
its fasts and festivals, its relics and
legends, if a man will keep rigidly
within its pale, and cleave to the sys-
tero. And there ave many, very
many, minds who are either unwilling
to trouble themselves to think ont and
examine a system of trath; or who
are so infirm of purpose, and have so
little decision and self-reliance, that
they dare not form a definite judg-
ment, or stand upon a distinet con-
clusion. Toall these, and their name
is Legion, Romanism offers the al-
lurements of an infallible authority.
She undertakes to givethem the truth,
to settle their account with heaven,
and to save them eternally. 'This at-
traction is great to many minds. To
the imaginative and romantic.she pre-

!

MEMOIR OF M. JEAN FREDERIC OBERLIN.

catastrophe bring to the Monarch of
Zion. The higher its walls—the
more complete and well-appointed its
defences~—-the more skilfully con-
trived its vast and ramified machinery
—the greater will be the honour of
its capture and demolition. The
honour is too great for man. The
chaplet of victory shall be placed upon
Messial’s brow.  This system is
“ that wicked whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his month,
and shall destroy with the brightness
of his coming.”

Memoir of M. Jean Frederic
Oberlin,

PASTOR OF THE BAN DE LA ROCHE.

The number of actively philan-

sents herancient name, her marvellous | thropic individuals is but small, per-
legends, her pomp and splendour of | haps much smaller than most imagine.
ceremonial, and notafew of them yield | Many whose influenee and property
to her magic spell. Linking hevself| are advantageously employed for the
with the governments of the earth, | benefit of their fellow-men, are un-

which often give to her their power
and glory, and pushing her votaries
into chief places of honour and influ-
ence, ske offers golden baits to the
avaricious, and the chaplet of honour
to the ambitious. In short, no wise
man will despise Romanism: it is a
strong-hold of the adversary.

A further inference is justified.
The adherents of Romanism ought
not to be despised, quarrelled with,
or oppressed. They are the victims
of no despicablesystem. We wonder
not that they are deceived. As our
brethren of mankind, they have a claim

able to give their personal attentions,
They may be ready to lend pecuniary
aid, but excuse themselves from ac-
tual labour. The onus of benevolence
lies npon the few. The consequence
of this is, that there is a greater de-
mand upon the zeal of tl. . active than
they are at all times prepared to
meet; and, not unfrequently, the
backwardness of these of whom bet-
ter things had been hoped, and the
overwhelming pressure of objects,
somewhat tend to dishearten. In
such circumstances, whatever facts
or considerations may be useful to

on our love; and, as deceived ones, | encourage the well-dispesed, to ani-
they rightfully demand our kind in-  mate the depressed, and to quicken
terposition for their illumination. | declining energies, should he careful-

Let not antipathy to a system be made
a cloak of hatred of its adherents and
victims : but rather, repudiating all
intolerance, bidding away from the
sphere of evangelicism all bigotry, let
truth have free course and prevail,
This strong-hold shallbe cast down.
1ts days are numbered. Its destruc-
tionisathand., Great glory will that

ly sought after, and judicionsly em-
Eloyed. And perhaps nothing can

e more snitably adduced as a stimu-
lus to action, than the examples of
persons distinguished by the variety
and extent of their philanthropy ; and
especially of those who, having had to
encounter difficulty and opposition,
have not suffered any obstacles to.
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MEMOIR OF M. JEAN FREDERIC OBERLIN. 1

subdue their ardour, and check their ' people, who were averse to all inno-
progress. 'We are happy in present- ' vation, much good resulted from these
ing to the notice of our readers some , measures : the parents saw that the
account of one whose life realized | progress of their childven was. much
the truth of these observatious.—M. more rapid than it had before been,
Jean Frederic Oberlin, the Pastor of | and by degrees learned to appreciate
the Ban dela RI::c}‘ie, was a n;:mbwho theb :Ildwsxlr:m;l;:es t.lleydnow e{ljg);f:d.
will ever be ranked amoag the bene- . Oberlin was descended from a
factors of his race. learned family at Strasburg, in the
The Ban de la Roche, in the de- | university of which town he received
partment of the Vosges, is a moun- | his education. Having determined
tainous district in the N.E. extremity | to devote his talents to the cause of
of dF rzlt)nce, %ré I;)he l.)lord%'s off [()}ex:manir‘,; ;‘)ehiglfm,ll;z 7becalx;e pastorl ‘Zlf (Y‘;‘ald-
and about miles E. of Paris. ach in . Here, secluded from
consists of two p:lxrishes, }{otl(llau at]ul | ]sqciety, and almost oililt of the reach of
Waldbach : Rothaun is placed at the | his connexions, a fine opportunity
height of 1360 feet above the level of ! presented itself of prosecuting his li-
:he sea, and Waldbach at about 1800. ! terary researches to an extent which
A hundred years ago, this country | in a more public situaticn would have
syi')lls um;;ltivated, a;ld s.tlzz‘nrcely.aciies- been impr:;?t[icab{? :I‘htq temptatioln
sible.  Four-score families gained a | was powerful and fascinating,—a cul-
scanty subsistence from its precarious | tivated mind must have felt its force.
produce, but lived in a state of de- | But Qbeth was swayt;d by nobler
plorable wretchiedness, being destitute | motives. As soon as he perceived
of all the comforts, and provided with | the sitnation of his parish, and the
but few of the necessaries, of life. | great room for improvement, his re-
Now, the population consists of up- | solution was formed. The good of
wards of three thousand, who procure | his flock became the paramount ob-
their livelihood by the labours of ag- | ject of l}ls regard ; to them 1‘h!:«'. best
riculture and manufacture,and appear | energies were devoted ; for fheir wel-
;o be in eve:iy res";l)‘(}al(_:t ] con:er}l]ted and :?)‘]f 'tl::l e]al'):r)]l(llreid ]\yltlzi ;1;“:2&“1?1
happy people. is great change is ci ; and he live e his
to bl()eychieﬂy ascribed to the philan- , exertions crowned with success.
thropic exert}ous ofdlif. g)ber]in, vlvho ‘ \}]Ylnen this (las;'imab.le mar;l entered
was pastor of Waldbach more than | on his pastoral functions, there was
half a century. not one school-house in all the five
Oberlin’s predecessor, M. Stouber, | villages of his parish. A miserable
began the work of reformation.— | hut, with one little room, was the only
Rightly judging thata good education | accommodation afforded. This_dif-
is the basis of all social improvement, | ficulty was soon removed. Partly at
he directed his attention in the first | his own expense, and partly by the
m]stance to the state of the schools. as:ngtancg of soae lgnevolent frlendg
He found them miserably conducted : | at Strasburg, M. Oberlin procure
the masters themselves could neither | the erection of a suitable building in
r}tlaad corre:'cllj)r nor w]rite legibly ;daln)d on; of the vil]aig],res. In t]}xe course Qf
the time of the pupils was wasted by | a few years the example was imi-
anentire want of method. M. Stouber | tated, and there is not now a village
instructed the masters, and at his own | without a school-house. Having en-
ﬁ);ip(;?lfe brought a ttezu;ltner .f'r:mdtlie | gfhg;e‘i- cl\o/}n%;er:ti' maste:‘ 1:;(:;1 su:fxz:
px’o%erorlrll‘gggs f)?‘u:u;‘t)i,on? isIJto\vx‘:ﬁ ! the (;;ﬁbl’dre;l shoizlcllnb:(?rs: some degree
standing the prejudices of an ignorant l prepared for the instruction they
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would now receive. For this pur- I ful undertaking in a country where
pose he hired governesses in each vil- | the torrents, pouring down from the
lage, and placed under their cave the | summits of the mountains, frequently
younger children. Here they were | cause considerable landslips, to the
taught to spin, to kuit, and to sew. | great loss of the cultivator. In far-
The conductresses were furnished ! thering this important business, the
with engravings of sacred and natural ' pastor laboured with his own hands,
history, of which the worthy pascor ! selecting for himself and his domestic
himself gave the explanation, to be ! servant the most difficult and danger-
communicated to their juvenile pupils. ! ousspots. Animated by hi example,
In summer, they gathered plants, and © the whole parish set about the work ;
learned their names, properties, and ! walls weve raised to prevent the
uses; in winter, they painted little ! sliding of the earth; the torrents were
maps of the Ban de la Roche, France, ! stopped or diverted, and intercourse
Europe, &c. Thus trained, the ! permanently established between the
children entered the public schools, | five villages. "When this was accom-
where the masters taught them read- ' plished, they proceeded to open a
ing, writing, arithmetic, geography, ' communication with the great road
and sacred and profane history. A | to Strasburg. Ineffecting this,rocks
weekly meeting of all the schools was | were to be blasted, a wall built, 2
established at Waldbach, when M. | bridge erected over the river Brusche,
Oberlin inspected and examined | and funds for the whole were to be
them, communicated to them wuseful | procured. Nothing was impracti-
knowledge, and distributed prizes of | cable ; every difficulty yielded to the
valuable books, furnished by the ge- | enthusiasm of the villagers. They
nerosity of his friends at Strasburg. | laboured with an energy that braved
Other improvements followed. A | danger and despised fatigue. Imple-
public library was formed; an elec- | ments were wanting, their pastor
trical machine and mathematical in- | procured them; expenses accumu-
struments were procured ; a collec- | lated, he interested his bourgeois and
tion of indigenous plants was ar- | his distant friends, and funds were
ranged ; and care was taken that the | provided ; and in two years, in spite
botanical knowledge already acquired | of every obstacie, the work was
by the children should be extended | completed.
and put into practice. When they| When the p or labourers broke
walked in the fields, they were iu- | any of their tools, they were often at
structed to mark such plants as were ! a great loss, through want of money,
useful for food, and to destroy such | to purchase new ones. M. Oberlin
as were poisonous. This knowledge | opened a warehouse, where he sold
proved so beneficial, that ¢ during the | every article of this kind at prime
disastrous months of 1817, when the ! cost, and gave the purchasers credit
harvest failed, and potatoes were | till their payments came round. He
extremely scarce, the accurate ac-!selected lads of suitable talents,
quaintance of the people with the ! clothed and apprenticed them in
vegetable productions of their canton, | neighbouring towns, and thus suc-
cotitributed to prevent the most dis- | ceeded, in a few years, in introduc-
tressing diseases.” ing into the country wheelwrights,
M. Oberlin was also successful in ! masons, smiths, joiners, and glaziers,
materially improving the agriculture | of which trades there were no persons
of the Ban de la Roche. The first | before in the neighbourhood.
object of his care was the vepair and | In 1767, there was no fruit in
widening of the roads,—a most use- | Waldbach but wild apples. M.
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Oberlin was anxious to induce his
parishioners to plant trees of various
kinds. The method he adopted on
this occasion was singularly ingeni-
ous. Aware of the reluctance of the
country people to be instructed by
citizens, he silently took advantage of
their curiosity. Two fields belong-
ed to his parsonage, which were
crossed by a public foot-path. «Here
he worked with his servant, dug
trenches, planted young trees, and
placed around them the earths which
he thought most likely to promote
their growth: he then obtained slips
of apples, pears, cherries, plums, and
nuts, made a large nursery ground,
and waited with patience the perivd
when his parishioners observing the
success of his experiments, would
come and reguest him to assist them
in reaving trees for themselves, His
expectations were not disappointed ;
the taste for planting was diffused,
and the art of grafting, which he
taught the people, was generally
practised.”

Various other advantages re-
sulted from the labours of this extra-
ordinary man. The improvement of
the breed of cattle; the successful
introduction of the artificial grasses,
sainfoin, and clover; the great in-
crease in the growth of potatoes,
which form the principal subsisteace
of the Rochois ; the employment of
the young, during the winter months,
in manufacturing useful articles from
straw, kuitting, dyeing, spinning eot-
ton, and weaving; the culture of
flax ; the establishment of an agricul-
tural saciety, of a dispensary for the
sick, of a loan fund for the necessitous,
and for the liquidation of debts ;—the
happy termination of a lawsuit be-
tween the seigneurs and the peasantry,
which had been prolonged for more
than eighty years, and which had im-
poverished the parties by enormous
expense, and diffused a spirit of liti-
gation and intrigue—all bear testi-
mony to the zeal and disinteresteduess

of M. Oberlin, and the invaluable
benefits which the inhabitants of the
Ban de la Roche have derived from
his counsels and his exertions.

The numerous and diversified en-
gagements of this excellent man were
not suffered to infringe on the claims
of personal religion, or the sacred
obligations of pastoral duty. In iu-
structing his flocw he ever felt the
highest pleasure; and to visit the
sick, and console the dying, he would
encounter any hardships, climb the
steepest mountains, plunge into path-
less snows, Nor were the private
exercises of devotion neglected: a
portion of his time was regularly
employed in reading and meditation ;
and in prayer whole hours were not
unfrequently speut. Doubtless his
mind was thus prepared and strength-
ened for the arduous duty in which
he was incessantly engaged, and sup-
plied with “grace sufficient” for his
necessities.

( To be continued. )

The Protestant Reformation.

The Reformation in the sixteenth
century may be contemplated in seve-
ral points of view, presenting in each
interesting subjects for reflection,

It was the victory of freedom.
Popery had enslaved mankind. In-
culcating  abject submission to the
priesthood, it mattered little whether
the forms of civil liberty were retained
or not. If the rulers governed arbi~
trarily—the priests governed the rul-
ers. If the people had obtained their
rights, and exercised just control over
the administration of affairs, the free~
dom was delusive,—for the priests
governed the zecple.  The minds of
men were under bondage. They
were to think only in & pies-i=d
way. To overstep il limits ussigned
them, (and they were very narrow,)
was a mortal sin. Awe-struek
and dazzled by the proud assumptions
of their spiritual masters, they did not
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presume to inquire into the validity of | “or printing will put s down !’ It
their claims, but bowed in humblesub- | was too late, The printing-press was
mission. The Reformation broke the ! o precious boon, and it would not be
spell.  Set free, the human mind was ! lightly surrendered. Many attempts
soon vigorously employed.  Scarch-! were ‘made to prevent the results of
ing inquivies were instituted.  The | its operations. It was gagged—
reasons and grounds of things were | mnfled—vexed with absurd restric-
explored. Abuses were brought to ! tions—and restrained by licences and
light, usurpations exposed and con- ! prohibitory Indices. But all was in
demned, and rights recovered. The i vain. When religious instruction
struggle was hard, for the spirit of ' beeame the property of the public by
Popery remained after its visible rule | means of the press, all other know-
was abjured ; but when the tide had ! ledge followed in i~ train, and
once fairly set in, its course could not ' henceforth education cmbraced the
be checked. One advautage after ' whole circle of society. There was
another was secured. Temporary ! no longer a privileged class. The
reactions were followed by more reso- | right of all to know all that was to

lIute and effective assaults on Ty-
ranny. Constitutional government,
even in Roman Catholic countries, is
the result of the principles enunciated
by the Reformers.

The Reformation was the victory
of knowledge. 'Writers on this subject
have not been always sufficiently
careful. It has been represented that
the revival of learning was the effect |
of the Reformation. ~ That is not the |
true state of the case. It was one of
the most efficient causes. There had
been a gradusl awakening from the |
slumber of the dark ages for full two
centuries before Luther commenced
his career. Yet, before his time,
learning, thongh revived and greatly |
extended, was confined to select!
classes. It was the peculiar glory of
the Reformation, that it opened the
door of knowledge to all—to the
meclianic as well as to the merchant
—to the peasant as well as to the
prince. Books and tracts, on subjects

be known, as far as they had the
meauns of learning it, became a Pro-
testant axiom. The enlightened
state of the world at the present
time is mainly attributable to the in-
fluence of Protestantism. Popery
itself has been compelled, though un-
willingly, to adopt an apparenty li-
beral policy, and to come forward as
the friend of knowledge. Educated
Roman Catholicslittle imagineto how
great an extent they ave indebted to
the Reformation.

The Reformation was the victory
of truth. At an early period the
doctrine of justification by faith was
misapprehended. It was confounded
with sanctification, and thus holiness,
instead of being regarded as the ¢ffect
of pardon, came to be considered as
its cause. JEven the great Augustine
fell into this error. Milner says—
¢ The precise and accurate nature of
the doctrine seems not to bave been
understood by this holy man. He

of the highest importance to man, and | perpetually understands St. Paul’s
composed in a style adapted to the ! term, to JuUsTIFY, of INHERENT
taste and comprehension of the mass, | RIGuTEOUSNESS, as if it meant sanc-
free from the stiffness and harsh jar- | TrFIcaTION.” We cannot wonder
gon of the scholastic writers, found ! that in succeeding ages the darkness
their way even to the cottages of the | became more dense. As ceremonies
poor, and were vead every where | were multiplied, and observance of
with avidity. The votaries of Rome ! them was regarded as meritorious,
trembled for the consequences. “We ! the atonement of Christ sunk in value.
wwust put down printing,” they said, ! It was no longer the sole reliance of

PR
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the sioner. A kind of partnership
was supposed to exist between him
and the Saviour, whose merits, when
superadded to hiz own, and not uther-
wise, secured his acceptance before
God. Thegood works of a Christion
were also represented as actually de-
serving eternal life.

This unscriptural and dangerous
notion of human merit bad long pre-
vailed, but it was reserved for the
Couneil of Trent to constitute it by a
solemn decree the doctrine of the
Church of Rome. That it is utterly
subversive of the grace of the gospel
must be obvious to the most cursory
observer. This was clearly seen by
the Reformers. Their mightiest ef-
forts were directed against the doc-
trine of merit, as the giant error of
the age—the parent and nurse of all
the rest. They were assured that if
they conld restore to the Church the
true doctrine of salvation by grace,
through the atoning sacrifice of Christ,
apprehended aund received by faith,
salutary reforms must follow, includ-
ing the renunciation of the entire sys-
tem of will-worship. Encouraging
success attended them wherever their
efforts were freely exerted. Inter-
ested motives, we know, induced the
ruling powers to retain a large por-
tion of the hierarchieal splendour and
pompous ceremonies by which men
had been awed and beguiled, and so
to neutralise, to some extent, the
effects of the truth. Yetitis a de-
lightful fact, that many thousands
were rescued from bondage, and
brought into the liberty of the gospel.
They learned, as Zuingle taught the
listening multitudes in the monastery
of Einsidlen, that “ Jesus Christ alone
saves, and that he saves everywhere.”
Forsaking the foolish and unprofita-
ble services by which they had for-
merly hoped to acquire the favour of
God, they illustrated their faith by
works of righteousness, benevolence,
and zeal. - The good cause has con-
tinued te advance. Justification by

"9

faith will not again be driven from
the earth. Its fruits are discovered
in the developments of Christian
character, and the results of mission-
ary enterprise.

The Reformation was the victory
of piety. The remarks that might
have been made under this head have
been in part anticipated : but little,
therefore, remains to be said. Re-
manism, it may be observed, is un-
favourable to godliness. The creature
is interposed between the Most High
and his worshippers : they are taught
dependence upon the priest on eaith,
upon the saints in heaven. They
may not draw nigh to God, and com-
mune with him in the spirit of adop-
tion, as children with their father.
There is no spirit of adoption in the
Popish system. The elements of
free, generous, ardent piety, are
wholly wanting.

The recovery of the truth was fol-
lowed by the restoration of spiritual-
mindedness. Faith wrought by love.
Believers rejoiced in being a “ holy
priesthood,” and in having the privi-
lege of direct access to the mercy-
seat. Manly piety was the result.
The Reformers were not merely
iearned men, and profound theolo-
gians; they were men of God, and
“dwelt in the secret place of the
Most High” Faith in Christ gave
peace and produced purity.—
Throughout Europe, wherever the
gospel was preached, was to be seen
the noble spectacle of new-born souls,
“desiring the sincere milk of the
word,” and growing ap to be young
men and fathers in Christ. The
great change accomplished in the six-
teenth century was something more
than a reformation of abuses—a re-
dress of grievances—a disentangling
of truth from error. It was aglorious
revival of true religion ; the substi-
tution of pure worship for idolatry,—
of freedom for bondage,—of dignified
spirituality for dry and lifeless forms,
—of active holiness and benevolence
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for penances, pilgrimages, and bur-
densome exactions.

The doctrines of the Reformation,
and their influence in the formation
of Christian character, will be con-
sidered in a future number. C.

DIFFICULTIES

Difficulties of Xrelend.

Our difficulties are very many, and
none of the least of them is the hold
which Popery has on the native Irish
heart. It is the religion of a father
and grandfather, and of afond mother,
who taught the infant lip to lisp its
prayers in the native Irish tongue;
and how can it be forsaken? Must
wife, and sister, and child, be all left
for the religion of the hereticstranger?

Let a convert Romish boy himself
tell what ties a convert bursts when
he deserts the religion of his father :

** Oh, pity (says he) the state of 2 poor Irish youth,
Whose heart has been touched with a love of the

uth s
By father and mother renounced and forgot,
Should h: dare to be that which the priest bids hm
* not.

The eges will ook cold that smiled on him before :
Aud the hearts that once loved him will love hum

o more,
Should he oper'x the Book that to sinners was given,
And try to make out the right way to heaven.”

Independent of prejudice, of su-
perstition, of early associations, of all
the lessons and recollections of child-

OF IRELAND.

‘Who does not know that the re-
Iations of every Romish convert con-
sider him a disgrace to his family
and his name? « Was it for this,”
cried a convert’s mother, “that f
reared him, that early and late I
laboured; and, when all the world
slept, I waked, and thought no hard-
ship hard if out of it I could bring
decent bread for him, my dacling and
my pride, and the pride of his poor
father, that left him because he could
not bear to see him want? O happy
father! whose head lies low in a
land far away beyond the sea! and
woe to the mother left behind, that
lives to see this bitter, bitter day!”

In the native Irish graveyard, the
latest buried coffin is put under the
others; and need we be surprised
that the poor, superstitious Romanist
should fear, lest the heavy, damning
weight of heretic bones should, at the
resurrection, weigh the others down?

At the burial of a convert, his
sister hastily gathered, in her apron,
their parenty’ bones, and buried them
in another part of the churchyard,
lest they should be polluted by the
cursed remains of an impenitent
heretic.

It is indeed a heavy day to a

hood, think of the mental courage , Romish family when one of its mem-
required to set at defiance the opinion | bers becomes a convert to Protestant-
of a whole Romish neighbourhood, to | ism, and heavier by far when that
brave the fury of priest and people, , convert dies in the faith of *the
and be everywhere the unsheltered, | stranger.”
unpitied object of abuse and ridicule,; At the funeral of a coavert, who
and contempt and violence. had died of hardship endured in ship-
‘T would go up to my neck in the | wreck, his sisters created great dis-
sea to serve the gentleman,” said a, turbance, by their desperate efforts
poor Romanist, who had given evi- | to have him buried as a Romanist ;
dence respecting a priest cursing from , and some idea may be formed of the
the altar : “ I would do anything short | excitement raised amoug the Romish
of my life; but it would be better for | crowd, when one sister sang, to the
"me to be dead a thousand times than | wild Irish cry—
have my name brought in question | “ Ob, would that thy grave wero made under the
about this business. Five bundred | And wcj;u‘l)&vihat the wild shark himself were thy
could tell you the same S'tOI‘y; but Thanglllxg‘zi the bed in thy scoses to lie,
what could a man do standing alone? | And our Church and her priesthood so boldiy dofy."
For God’s sake,” he cried, “don’t | And the second sister, taking up the
expose me !’ | plaintive wail, sang—



DIFFICULTIES OF IRELAND. 11

* 0 Donagh, Donagh ! can it be,
Angd hast thou left us so,
The gem, the fluwer of all thy race,
With heretics to go ?

We Iay thee in thy father’s gnvc.
Beneath thy mother’s head 3

No parson o'er thee e'er ~hall pray,
No Bible e’er be read.”

‘We can have, however, no proper
idea of the hold which Popery has on
the Irish heart, unless we understand
how entirely it is enslaved by super-
stition. What folly can a poor,
saperstitious papist not be made, by
his priest, to believe? Some believe
that the seals along the shore are
animated by the spirits of their an-
cestors 3 some that when a man offers
to become a convert, all the Roman
Catholic blood is drained out of him,
and Protestant blood poured in ; and
some, that the priest can punish the
disobedient, by changing them into
goats, hares, or asses.

When a pious lady was mourning
to the people of Great Blasquet Is-
land, over their deplorable ignorance
of religion, as they had no idea of
responsibility or sin, except in sheep-
stealing, they all cried out—< We'll
send for a woman that will answer
you; she knows how to make her
soul, and has it in fine order; she
wears a scapular, belengs to the Car-
melite order, and has more prayers
than are on her beads.” This was
their Christianity under the teaching
of a Romanist priest ; and yet, when
the wowan came, ragged and filthy,
and care-worn, with deep furrows
ploughed upon her brow, and a face
of melancholy, telling how deeply,
under a hopeless system, the iron of
despair bad entered into her soul,
she clasped her hands in anguish, and
exclaiimed, “ God help me, I can’t be
saved !”

They must be drowned in super-
stition who encourage, as Irish Ro-
manists do, the assumption of miracu-
lous power by their priests, and so
tamely submit to their iron yoke.
How very largely must a Romish
priest draw on the superstition of his

poor victim, when he demands a fee
for saying mass to banish vermin, or
for reading, and ecutting the sign of
the cross, to cure a vicious mule!
Some priests are trafficking to an
enormous amount in the gullibility
of their people, by blessing salt for
hire, as a cure for the disease of the
potato.

The horsewhip of the Irish priest,
with which he flogs his flock, is as
notorious as the American cowhide.
The style of address in which the
Irish priest is in the habit of badgering
his people from the altar, shows how
fully eonscious he is of his own exor-
bitant power, and their prostrate
slavery. Why should he doubt a
power or a degradation which he
has so often tried in the destruction
of Bibles, and the withdrawal of
children from school ; and when, for
example, half a dozen crews are pay-
ing him, at the same time, for saying
mass over their boats ; or, when, for
five or six pounds, he bargains with
the people along a shore, to bring an
abundance of herrings or mackarel
into their bay?

Oh, what might not our unhappy
country be, if the power of its priest-
hood were employed for good, as,
alas! it is for ill! A man-servant,
in a highly respectable family, being
apparently near death, sent for the
priest, who refused to administer the
¢ Jast rites” till he would bind himself
by an oath, in the name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, that he would
never listen to the Bible again.
The man refused, and the priest left
him. 9

On this a fellow-servant rushed in
despair inte the sick man’s room, and
placed so vividly before him the hor-
rors of damnation if he died without
the rites of his charch, that he took
the awful oath. Unexpectedly, he
recovered, and he still lives, with the
vow to resist all scriptural instruction
bound upon his scul. When asked,
Did he not know that the Bible,
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against which he had sworn, is the
word of God? he replied, that he
kuew it well ; but he knew, too, that
he could expect no better than the |
burial of a dog, if he died without the
blessing of a priest.

The fiercest and most terrible dis-
play of the priest’s tyrannic power,
he makes, when, from the altar, with
bell, book, and candle-light, he thun-
ders forth his fiendish curse. I give
a single example, taken from the
evidence of a witness, which was
written down with the intention of
submitting it to a committee of the
House of Lords. The unbappy sub-
ject of the curse was not a convert,
though afterwards. driven, by harsh
treatment, from the Charch of Rome.
Her only offence was, ' persisting,
contrary to the command of the priest,
in sending her childven to school.

« The priest,” says the witness,
“put on a black dress; the clerk
quenched all the candles but one, and
that one the priest put out, saying,
« So the light of heaven s quenched
upon her soul” He then shut the
book, and said, ¢ The gates of heaven
are shut against her.”

Her neighbours immediately with-
‘drew all intercourse from her ; shop-
keepers refused to sell her even a bit
of hread; all her children but one
were included in the curse; her bos-
band forsook her ; and had she not
been taken into the house of a kind
Protestant, she must have -perished,
when on the eve of giving birth to
a child, which the priest had also
carsed, for he cursed the frwit of her
wornb,

Need we be surprised, therefore,
to find it stated, in the account of the
. Iate remarkable trial at the Tralee
Assizes, that the whole of the dread-
ful persecutionsto whichconvertsfrom
Popery are subjected, are attributable
to the preaching of the Roman Ca-
tholic priests from their altars >—Dr.

- Edgar,

OF SCRIPTURE.

Illustrations of Scripture,
NO. I.

Tsaiab xxviii. 16. Ephes. ii. 20. 1 Pet. ii. 6.

The force of the imagery employed
in these passages has not uatil lately
been made apparent. It is to the
researches of modern travellers that
we owe the information necessary for
their illustration. From these re-
searches, it appears that the Jews
attached great importance to the size
and quality of their corner-stones.

1t is well known that much of the
architecture of the Temple area in
Jerusalem is of extreme antiquity,
being doubtless part of the Temple of
Solomon. 1t is of the ecorner-stones
of these venerable remains we wish to
speak. ¢ The stones,” says Dr. Ro-
binson, “in the lower part of the wall
of the area at the S.W. corner, are
of immense size,” vol.i.p.851. “All
is new until towards the N.E. corner
of the area, where the ancient stones
again appear ; one of them measuring
24 feet in length by 3 feet in height,
and 6 feet in breadth,” p. 428, * At
the S.W. eorner huge blocks become
again conspicuous. The eorner-stones
on the West side, now next above
the surface of the ground, measures
80 feet 10 inches in length, by 6%
feet broad,” p. 423.

Mr. Tipping, whose recent pro-
fessional researches into the topo-
graphy of Jerusalem are highly
valned, uses the following language
on this subject. Speaking of the wall
near St. Stephen’s gate, he says :—
*¢ The chief corner-stones are 20 feet
long” Describing another side of
the wall, he goes on to tell us—+ At
the corner we find again the ancient
bevelled masonry—equal to the co-
lossal corner-stones at the other, and
already described angles” In view
of these facts, and on the very spot,
no wonder Mr. Tipping says:—¢ 1
would direct attention especially to
the fact, that the Jews seem to have
bestowed more pairs uponthe corners
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than upon any other part ; they eXx- | death, whilst gazing on the mest vivid of the

hibit greater care of finish, and a |

better choice of materials ; and the
¢ chief corner-stones’ are of surpassing
magnitude.” These corner-stones are
well represented in the following
plates of Traill’s Josephus :—Haram
Wall, seuth-east corner; Wall near
Sunint Stephen’s Gate; and Haram
Wall, south front, east corner.

How appropriate, beautiful, and
full of meaning does the imagery
employed in the above-mentioned
passages become, fromn a knowledge
of these circumstances!

May yon and I, reader, build on
the ¢ Chief corner-stone,” * in whom
all the building, fitly framed together,
groweth unto an holy temple in the
Lord.” Then, indeed, we “shall not
be confounded.”

RBiblical Geegraphy.

Interesting information on the sub-
ject of Biblical Geography has, with-
in the last few months, been made
public. We proceed to give a few
items of intelligence, which may be
supposed to possess most interest.

Lieutenant Spratt and Professor
Forbes, in their late work on Lycia,
&e., thus describes the site of Myra,
a city once visited by the Apostle
Panl, Acts xxvii. 5:—

¢ On emerging from the gorge, (the wild
and magnificent gorge of Dembra,) we came
in sight of a large group of elegant rack-
tomnbs, facing the North, near the termination
of the mountain on the right bank of the
river; and soon after, of the sea and the plain
of Myra, situated at the base of the hills,”

Speaking of the tombs, the same
travellers observe :—

* The whole presents the most »aigue and
picturesque assemblage of rock-tombs in
Lycia, aud they have been considered, as a
group, superior to any in Petra, by a traveller
who had seen both localities. From these
rock-tombs we literally stepped into the
theatre, which is overlooked and Jjoined by
some of them—a strange and unnatural
union, the play.house married to the grave—
tke play-goers rasting against the house of

recreations of life,”

Mr. Rowland has, not long since,
discovered the site of Gerar (Gen.
xx. 1; xxvi. 1, 27.) His words
are—

s+ We henrd of it at Guaza, under the name
of Jourf el-Gerar, (the Rush or Rapid of
Gerar,) which we found to lie three hours
S.S.E. of Guza, within Wady Gaza, a deep
and broad chanuel coming down from the
S.E., and receiving, a little higher up than
this spot, Wady es-Sherinh, from the E.N.E.
Near Joorf el-Gerar are the traces of an an-
cient city, called Khirbet el-Gerar (the ruins
of Gerar).”

Dr. Wilson, in his recently pah-
lished ¢ Lands of the Bible,” considers
the Israelites to have passed the Red
Sea at the mouth of the Wady Ta-
warik, one day’s journey South of
Suez. The sea is there, according
to the recently published survey of
the East India Company,only six and
a half geographical miles broad.
Wiih this opinion, although opposed
by Niebuhr, Robinson, Tischendorf,
and others, we entirely concur.

Dr. Wilson, justly in our view,
considers Jebel Mousa to have been
the actual scene of the patriarch’s in-
terview with God.

The same author- makes known an
interesting discovery of his respacting
the encampment of the Israelites by
the Red Sea, mentioned Numbers
xxxiii, 10. He describes this station
as being an extensive plain close by
the sca, now called Wady ei-Mark-
heh, or the « Valley of Ease” «No
person,” says ke, “ but a writer well
acquainted with the geography of
these parts would have brought the
Israelites again to the Red Sea by a
line of march so devious, but so ne-
cessary, on account of the mountains
and wadies, as that we have this day
pursued.”

Tischendorf, in his late Travels,
thus deseribes Goshen :—

< The first four days of aur journey, our
course lay through animated and fruitfal dis-
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tricts, for we were traversing the land of
Goshen, that jewel of Egypt. We passed by
noble forests of date palms; one in particular
astonished me, for it was eatirely surrounded
with sand. This proves how thoroughly, in
this fertile land of Egypt, even apparently
desert tracts of sand are capable of cultiva-
tion wherever water is to be procured.
Among the field fruits, I observed large
plantations of gourds and water melons.”

Within the last few months the
American Missionaries in Syria have
furnished some new information on
this interesting study. M. Thom-
son has discovered Riblah (2 Kings
xxiii. 83) and Ain (Numb., xxxiv.
11). His colleague, Dr. De Forest,
has found the site of Shepham (Numb.
xxxiv. 11),

The Headship of Christ.

The headship of Christ over the
nations, and the headship of Christ
over his church, or spiritual kingdom,
—-as ‘they are different in kind, are
different in duration. The one is
temporary ; the other is eternal. 1
am not aware of any satisfactory prin-
ciple on which to reconcile the two
statements—< Then cometh the end,
when he shall deliver up the kingdom
to Ged, even the Father,”—and “ He
shall reign over the house of Jacob for
ever, and of his kingdom there shall
be no end,”—but that which is found
in the distinction between these two
headships, or reigns,—his headship
and reign over the church, and his
headship and reign over the world in
subserviency to the interests of the

THE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST.

last enemy” shall have been ¢ des-
troyed,” and there shall be no more
foes to conquer and put under his
feet ;—when, by the judgment of the
great day, the final destinies of all
mankind shall have been settled, and
the gulph of final separation shall have
been fixed between the righteous and
the wicked :—when the very theatre
of this reign shall have been burned
up,—the all-glorious designs of God’s
Justice and mercy toward this apostate
province of his universal empire hav-
ing, by the wisdom and power and
grace of Immanuel, been consum-
mated ;—he shall resign this scepire
into the hands from which he received
it. In such cirecumstances, his resig-
nation of it will be his triumph. The-
acceptanee of it from him by the Father
will be the public testimony, to an-
gels and to men, not of the govern-
ment represented by it having proved
a failure, and of God being dissatis-
fied with his administration,—but
rather of his having swayed it with
more than untarnished honor,—with
the acquisition, to himself and to the
Godhead, of new and imperishable
glory, the subject of universal and
perpetual celebration. But while his
headship over the nations wand ever
the world shall terminate, when the
nations and the world shall themselves
ceasc to be,—there is a headship which
remains. It is his reign over his re-
deemed people,—his spiritual Israel,
—the true “seed of Abraham,”—the

true ¢ House of Jacob.” This is the

church, and to the final accomplish- | reign that is to be “for ever,”—
ment of the ends of his mediation. , this the “kingdom” of which there is
The latter has, and must have, an end. | to be “no end.”  Were it otherwise,
1t is a reign delegated to him as Me- | he would be resigning his sceptre, at

diator, for special purposes.

When | the very time when he was only com-

these purposes shall all have been | pleting the number of his subjects.
accomplished ;—when, in successive There would be a proportion of them,
generations, the multitude of his re- | —the last subdued,—over whom he
deemed shall have been gathered to  could hardly be said to reign at all.
himself ;—when the thousand years of | Over this “holy nation,” then, he shall

the triumph of his cause on earth shall
have come to a close ;—when ¢ the

|

reign, in the strictest sense, “fo efer-
nity.” His throne in heaven,—his
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aediatorial throne,—occupied by him
as God in our nature,—is a throne
which he can never vacate. All the
redeemed above will, with grateful
delight, regard that throne as the cen-
tre of their holy and happy union,—
the union of the entire community of
the faithful ;—whose allegiance will be
as unweariedly and delightedly per-
manent as the sceptre of love that is
swayed over them in ‘“the better
country, even the heavenly,” will
be graciously held for perpetuity.
THERE, then,—and OVER THEM,—he
shall reign “ without end”—For
EVER”—¢ EVEN FOR EVER AND EVER !”
—May hearers and speaker be found
among his blessed subjects! Amen
.and amen !—Dr. Wardlaw.

‘The Banncr and the Cemnsorship.

Pope Piui IX. has established a
Council of State, consisting of twenty-
four persons, summoned from the
principal towns in his dominions.
The opening of the Council took place
on the 15th of November last. It
was a joyous day at Rome. A splen-
did procession was formed, to conduet
the deputies to St. Peter’s, to hear
mass, and then to the Vatican, where
their meetings are to be held. Among
other demonstrations, huge banners
were hung across the streets, bearing
legends, expressive of the expectations
of the people,

‘ These banners and their legends,” says
the Athen@um, * were perhaps the most re-
markable thing connectzd with the day.
They were selected, prepared, and hung up
without any reference to, or communication
with, the authorities whatsoever ;—of itself a
fact sufficiently remarkable in a city accus-
tomed, time out of mind, to be governed as
Rome has been. A circumstance curiously
indicative of inconsistency on the part of the
government, as it would seem to our notions,
occurred with regard to these inscriptions.
n the following morning appeared a printed
sheet, sold about the streets, containing the
collection of them,—from which one, and
one line of another, had been erased by the
Censorship, And yet the flags bearing the

obnoxious words were permitted to continue
hanging before the eyes of the citizens all the
following day,—while the hiatus, marked
with poiuts in the paper, which was in every-~
bedy’s hand, of cuurse served to direct atten
tion especially to the iuscriptious thus stig-
matized. The first two liues of that which
the Censorship altogether erased from the
printed sheet were—
¢ Difformita di culto
Non importi civile servitu !*

y (¢ Let not difference of religion involve civil
. inequality”) ; and the remainder was only an
expansion of the same sentiment. It is one,
it must be confessed, which few of this
generation could have dared to hope to see
publicly expressed in Rome.”

But as soon as it was publicly
expressed, it was denounced. Let
not vhat be forgotten. Religious
equality is denounced a; Rome, The
people, it is true, are in advance of
the priests, and that greatly en-
courages us to hope that the regenera-
tion of Italy is not far distant. Yet,
we repeat it, let it not be forgotten,
that the priests at Rome denounce
religious freedom, and that Pope
Pius IX, enlightened as he appears
to be, is at the head of them. The
Censorship is Ais. Rome and in-
tolerance are inseparably united.

Connexion between the 0ld and
New Testamentse

My only remark on this passage
i (Gen. ii. 18—25) is on the quotation
made from one part of it in the New
Testament; and on the immense
inter-communion ¢f strength and
 security which the two great depart-
{ ments of scripture give to each other
—the Old Testament by its prophecies
mightily confirming the divinity and
inspiratior of the New; and the New
by its manifuld quotations, extending
to -aumost every separate book, con-
ferring on the earlier record the whole
benefit of its own appropriate and dis-
tinct evidences. The number of in-
dependent witnesses, though contem-
poraneous and living together in the
same place, forms a strong security
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against aught like a deceitful collusion
or conspiracy amongst them. How
much stronger when the witnesses are
separated from each other by whole
centuries, and lie scattered along the
line of many generations. Could an
imposture have thus descended, as it
were, by bequest from one age to an-
other?  And what can we infer from
the sustained consistency of a pro-
gression so stately and regular as that
which runs through Seripture history,
but that one great presiding Spirit,
even the Spirit of Him who knows the
end from the beginning, actuated the
whole of it >—Chalmers’ Posthwmous
Works.

Dependence on God,.

The most clear and satisfying view
Ican attain of my relationship to God,
is that of my dependence—its entire-
ness—itsintimacy,and the consequent
subordination of the cresture to the
Creator. I never have such a fecling
of closcness to Him, as when I refiect
that [ altogether hold of his will, and
that as clay in the hands of the potter,
50 have I been made and moulded by
Him whose hands did fashion me at
the first, and whose right hand con-
tinues to uphold me. Many attempts
have I made to obtain more adequate
notions than I possess of the Deity :
but there is none in which I beiter
succeed, than when I am at an intense
recognition of the subject and filial
relation in which I stand to Him when
simply regarded as my Maker. It is
not on the strength of any remote or
reeondite contemplations that I expect
to grow in fruitful acquaintance with
Him—but by the stepping-stone of
such thoughts as might beapprehended
by babes—but still which neither
babes nor philosophers will apprehend
to any practical effect, till the Spirit
brings them home. O give me more

and more to feel, that all I have and

all I am is from Thee, and so as that

-each gift and cach faculty may be

consecrated to ‘“whee back cgain.—
Chalmers’ Sabbath Exercises.

The Black Book.

A curious fact is said to have oc-
curred some time since in the parish
of , illustrating the tenacity
with which they will sometimes cling
to the Irish Seriptu.«: when they are
learning to read. At that time the
Irish Testaments were bound in black
cloth, Some young men of the parish,
being denounced by their priest for
reading ““ the black book,” were in- -
duced to promise him that they would
read it no more. As yet they had
learned little of scriptural morality,
but had imbibed a strong desire to
read Irish. Consulting, therefore,
how they could evade the priest’s
injunction, and yet perform their pro-
mise, they covered all their books with
vermillion paint, and continuedto read
as before, in the persuasion that their
priest could no longer charge them
with reading the black book, since
every copy was now become red.—
Noel's Tour in Ireland, p. 101.

Burying the Bible.

A Protestant lady gave a Bible to
a poor man, a Roman Catholic. He
dug 2 hole in his garden, and buried
it there, conveying it to the spot with
a pair of tongs, that he might not
defile his hands with it. Dr. Doyle,
who related this anecdote, highly
commended the man. Should I
happen to meet him,” he said, “I
shall reward him for his zeal.”—Page’s
Ireland, p. 9.

My principal method of defeating
heresy, is, by establishing truth.—
One proposes to fill a bushel with
tares; now if T can fill it first with
wheat, 1 shall defy his attempts.—
Jokn Newton.
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A4 }}a}mony of the Four Gospels in English,
iaccording to the Common Version. Newly
arranged, with Explanatory Notes. By
Epwarp Rospimvson, D.D., LL.D.—
Crocker & BRewsTER, Boston. Wi«
LEY & Purnay, London. W. M. H.
CorT, 30, M*Gill Street, Montreal.

Since the time of Tatian, the Syrian,
(A.D. 170,) the uses and advantages of
a Harmony of the Gospels have been
generally acknowledged. The Evan-
gelists, under the guidance of inspiration,
wrote cach with a specific object in
view, and for different classes of readers.
They therefore varied in the standing
point they respectively occupied. Mat-
thew, in his order of events, is guided by
the principle of association. The other
Gospel writers are more chronological
in their arrangement, The first Evan-
gelist dwells at length on the parables
and public discourses of our Lord, and
neglects minor circumstances in order to
give a summary narrative of facts to
prove to Jews that Jesus was the Mes-
siah foretold in the Old Testament.
The second, intent upon making a vivid
and glowing narrative for Gentiles, has
more miputeness and chronological order
to his history. The third, a man of
learning and observation, employs him-
self in collecting various accounts, and
gives in his Gospel the result of his re-
searches, as obtained from oral and
documentary sources. The fourth evi-
dently regardshis work as supplementary
to the others—being especially designed
to state what they, in perfect accordance
with their respective plans, had omitted.
‘“ The second work,” says the celebrated

.. Hug, is, in fact, a critique on the first,

0 A G s -

the third on the second, and the fourth
on all the preceding.” Furthermore,
Matthew, Mark, and Luke place the
scene of our Lord’s labours in Galilee,
dwg]lmg almost entirely upon them;
while John is chiefly oceupied with what
took place in Jerusalem.

This diversity, it may be remarked in
passing, is not without its use, As Tis-
chendorf says ; —

| 4 The Gospel statements, mauny-sided
though their interpretation may bs, have
preserved for us the authenticity of Chrint’s
public appearance. The door must be left
open to opposition, if faith is to remain per-
fect faith. And the various moades of com-
prehension of St. Matthew, St. John, St
Paul, and St. James, correspond admirably
with the variety of human mind.”

In view of these considerations, it fol-
lows that—

¢ In order to obtain a full and consecutive
account of all the facts of our Lord's lifeand
ministry, the four Gospel-narratives .aust be
so brought together, os to present as neacly as
possible the true chronological order; and
when the same transaction is described by
more than one writer, the different accounts
must be placed side by side, so as to fill out
and supply each other. Such an arrange.
ment affords tho only full and perfect survey
of all the testimony relating to any and
every portion of our Lord’s bistory. Inthis
way alone can be brought out and distinctly
presented the mutual connection and depen-
dency of the various parts, and the gradual
davelopment and completion of the great plan
of redemption, so far as it was manifested in
the life and ministry, the death and resur-
rection, of our Lord Jesus Christ. Yet
without such & summary, our knowledge on
all these great topics can ouly be fragmentary
and partial.”—Pref. iv.

Such, then, are the uses of 4 Har-
mony. What is the character of the
one before us ?

Professor Robinson in 1834 published
an edition of Newcome’s Harmony, re-
vised and newly arranged, together with
the notes of that critic. A new and in-
dependent Greek Harmony from thesame
scholar was issued in 1845. Last year
! the work under review appeared, differ-
_ing but little as to the sections, general

arrangements, and notes, from the pre-
ceding, the only alteration, with a few
(4
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WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS.

improvements, being such as to render it ! ratives left to make their own impres-

more adapted to the English veader.

This department of Biblical Criticism,
we happen to know from the bestsources,
is one to which Dr. Robinson attaches
great importance in the discharge of his
official duties, and for which he ever
shews himself well prepared. In his
own classes, the difficulties which the
Harmonist has to meet, the arrangement
heis to follow, and the deductions he
ought to make, receive that thorough
investigation for which Di. Robinson is
so justly celebrated. Often are his stu-
dents delighted with the vividness with
which he treats the Gospel narratives,
and the admirable judgment and skill
with which he reconciles their apparent
contradictions, The honored modern
geographer of Palestine on these occa-
sions uses his stores of information, his
oriental impressions, his knowledge of
Hebrew antiquities and history, and his
gkill in the languages of Judea and
Greece, *‘to make the Evangelists their
own interpreters; toshow how wonder-
fully they arve supplemental to each
other in minute as well as important par-
ticulars; and in this way to bring out
fully and clearly the fundamentalcharac-
teristic of their testimony—UniTy 1IN
Diversiry.”

The work before us is evidently the
result of Dr. Robinson’s matured inves-
tigations. It contains the essence of his
harmonistic instructions in his class-
room. It is the production of one who
1s in love with his work. Eminently
conservative in its character, it is also
rich in modern scholarship ; brief in its
notes, it yet leaves but little to be de-
sired. It manifests throughout sound,
multifarious learning, consecrated to
religion, and submissive to the voice of
truth.

Having used Dr. Robinson's earlier
Harmonies from the time of their publi-
cation, and having generally been wil-
ling to bow to his decision, and always to
admire his learning, we can heartily and

. from experience recommend the English
Harmony to ourreaders. No Christian
who can procure it, ought to be without
it. It will, with meditation and prayer,
Jdo6 him more real service than the bulky,
sermonizing commentaries generally in
use, Real difficulties he will find ex-
plained in it, and simple, touching nar-

sion. 'We are thoroughly persuaded
that the thoughtful study of this book
would infuse a more noble, truth-loving,
and intelligent spirit into the churches
of Christ, than any other work designed
to illustrate the Word of God.

¢ My hope is,” says the author in his
preface, * that this little work. may be
found useful to those who love and seek
the truth, in their closets, in families, in
Sabbath-Schools and Bible-Classes.”
‘We heartily hope so, too.

An English edition of this excellent
work has recently been published by the
Religious Tract Society, enriched with
many additional notes. To this edition
we shall direct attention when it is re-
ceived at the Depository in this eity.

—_—

The Works of Flavius Josephus ; an entirely
aew Translation. By the Rev. RoBERT
TraiLt, D.D, M.RS.A., & With
Notes and Eaxplanatory Essays by Isaac
TavLor of Ongar.  With numerous Steel
Engravings. VirTuE, London and New
York.

The writings of Josephus have always
been considered as possessing great
value. In the testimony w'ich they
give to the fulfilment of our Lord’s pro-
phecies, the confirmation which they
offer to the canons and facts of Seripture,
and the information respecting manners,
customs, geography, &ec., which they
supply, they are unrivalled.

The interest of these wridngs Iis,
moreover, enhanced by the clearness and
graphic liveliness of the Jewish histo-
riar’s style, which fully justifies the
title of the Greek Livy, applied to him
by Jerome. This excellency of the his-
torian has, however, until lately heen
studiously concealed in the dull, dry,
inaccurate version of Whiston. To the
mere reader of this widely-spread Eng-
lish translation, the expressions we have
used with reference to the style of Jo-
sephus will appear to partake of irony.

Under these circumstances, we cannot
but hail the appearance of Dr. Traill's
work. This scholar has the merit, and
it is no trifling one, of restoring to the
historian of the Jews the ease and vi-
vacity of style of which he has been too
long unjustly deprived.
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CHALMERS' POSTHUMOUS ‘WORKS,

The very numerous engravings which
accompany andillustrate theletter-press,
are favourably distinguished from most
of the pictorial illustrations of Palestine
by their truth-like reality. They have
received the high commendation of Dr.
Robinsea and other Oriental travellers.
Mr. Tipping, the artist who furnished
them, spent ten months in Palestine for
the sole purpose of obtaining them. To
these engravings we have had occasion
to refer on another page.

The Essays and Notes are from the
pen of a well-known and powerful
writer. In their compilation he enjoys
the assistance of his relative, Mr. Tip-
ping, whose cornmunications are of pe-
culiar value. Very fortunately, the
last-mentioned gentleman was enabled
to make several visits to the vaults be-
neath the Harem. Of these vaults he
has given several engravings, His re-
searches there have revealed the inter-
esting fact, that the architecture of these
substructions is distinguished by no less
than three different epochs—the Ha-
drianic, Herodian, and ancient He-
brew.

« This,” says Mr. Tipping writing to Mr.
Taylor, with reference to " ¢ last of these
wras, “ you will admit to be the crowning
discovery, inasmuch as it furnishes incontes-
tible evidence of a third epoch in the struc-
ture, and of a far ulterior antiquity. Is there
room possibly for more than one counclusion
as to the original, or most ancient masonry—
considering under what circumstances of na-
tional decay the second Temple was built?
Do not these vaults and passages, as to their
anterior structure, belong to the age of
Solomon 2"

In one of the Essays Mr. Taylor has
the following important remarks :—

* Temples, and theatres, and gymnasia,
and some of them on the largest scale, and
in a style of the greatest magnificence, hem
in, as we might say, the narrow home of Ju-
daism; nor indeed were even those restricted
precincts respected by the half-pagan Herod.
Judea itself—the Holy City i:self—were not
exempted from these intrusions of heathen-
ism; and the extent to which the national
feeling—just and deep—the religious pa-
triotism of the Jewish people was outraged
by this monarch, would scarcely be credited,

- 19

were not the fact palpably attested by many
existing monuments. Yet this is a fact that
should never be lost sight of, when the na-
tional temper and bebaviour during that
convulsive period are brought into ques-
tion,”

Respecting the incidental statements
afforded by ancient writers to the popu-
lousness of Palestine, Mr. Taylor says:

** Josephus, in places too numerous to cite,
speaks of very high numbers, drawn up in
battle-array, or congregated in popular as-
semblages, or as perishing in civil feuds or
insurrections ; and yet as if not missed from
their places in the natiun's muster-rolll
numbers, to which no modern country could
furnish a parallel, unless it be where a vast
commerce, and its attendant manufactures,
have drawn men together by millions; and
have made them dependent upon distant
supplies of food,”

These extracts will sufficiently show
the character of this excellent and
interesting work. To the biblical stue
dent it is invaluable.

DPosthumous Works of the Rev. Thomas Chale
mers, D.D., LL.D, ZEdited by the Rev.
W. Hawva, LL.D. Vol. I. Daily
Scripture Readings. Vol. 1. HARPER &
Brorrers, New York., W, M. H. Corr,
M*G.1l Street, Montreal.

This deeply interesting volume con-
tains ¢ Sabbath Exercises,”” and * Daily
Svripture Readings” in Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy and
Joshua. The former are eminently
spiritual—strikingly solemn. He who
¢t walked in all the colossal proportions
of his loftier and more radiant manhood
among hisfellow-men," isin these papers
seen ‘‘bowed in simple, sincere, pro-
found humility” before God. Itis truly
refreshing to the spirit of the Christian,
when weary with the struggles of this
life, to peruse writings so full of unctipn
as these. '

The ¢ Daily Secripture Readings,”
although less personal and devotional
than the Exercises, have their peculiar
charm. ¢ The extreme freshness and
vivideess,” says Dr. Hanna, * with
which each graphic narrative of patri~
archal and prophetic times is here pre-
sented, as seen reflected in.that Tife-like
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image made by it upon an eye of the
most exquisite susceptibility.” These
¢ Readings’ are not eritical or exposi-
tory. They are not intended as the
vehicles of learned research. They are
designed to ““take off from the sacred
page as quick, as fresh, as vivid, and as
complete an impression’’ as possible, and
eminently successful are they. A few
short extracts will prove the truth of
this statement.

Spea’ ing of Isaac, Dr. Chalmers says:

¢¢ The passage between Isaac and Abime-
lech represents our patriarch in the amiable
light of a kind, placable, hospitable, and
truly good man. The mixture of the pacific
with the prosperous in Isaac renders him &
peculiarly pleasing object of contemplation.
His chief pleasures and chief pains were those
of domestic life. . . The sympathy of
Rebecca in their common grief stamps a yet
more domestic character on the mind of Icaac,
and its emotions.”

On Genesis xxiii. 1-—12, is the fol-
lowing passage :—

“T have long been impressed with the
dignified politeness of the patriarch, as Jaid
before us in this passage—with the discourses
he made-to the peaple of the land, and the
repetition of which, as given in verse twelfth,
falls on my ear with the cadence and effect
of high poetry. There is nothing in the eti-
quette of Courts and Parliaments, or in any
of our forms of highest breeding, which so
powerfully expresses the respect of man for
his fellows.”

Respecting the early civilization of |
mankind, we find the following remarks :

¢ Progress in these days (Gen. xxiii. 13—
20) was from an original civilization down
to barbarism—the civilization being coeval |
with the first and earliest revelations, or with
Adam himself. A thorough attention to
these early chapters of Genesis confirms our
belief in this tenet—supported as it is by this

very strong negative argument, that a nation
was never known to emerge simultaneously |
and unaided from the savage state—the civi- |
lization thereof having always, as far as is |
known, originated in, or been aided by a
movement or influence from without.”

Cordially do we recommend this ad-
mirable work.

CONSULAR CITIES OF CHINA.

The Middle Kingdom ; a survey of the Geo-
graphy, Government, Education, Social
Life, Arts, Religion, &c. of the Chinese
Lmpire and its inhabitants, with a new
Map of the Empire, and Illustrations.
By S. W. WiLLraxs, Author of ¢ Easy
Lessons in Chinese,” ** Englhish and Chinase
Vocabulary,” &c.; in two volumes. New
York and London. WiLey & Pursay,
1848.

A Naniative of an Exploratory visit to each
of the Consular Cities of China, and to the
Islands of Hong Kong and Chusan, in be-
half of the Church Missionary Society, in
the years 1844, 1845, and 1846. By the
Rev. GeonrGE SyitH, M.A., of Magdalen
Hall, Oxford, and Jate Missionary in China.
W. H. Cornt, M*Gill Street, Montreal.

China has of late excited the deep in-
terest of all classes of the community.
For this there are many reasons. This
empire, although its annals lose them-
selves in the dim obscurity of the fabu-
lous ages, is the only one of the king-
doms of antiquity which has a modern
history. Babylon and Egypt, Greece
and Imperial Rome live but in the past;
Chinaembraces the past, the present,
and the future. Time which has laid
other kingdoms low in the dust, has pre-
served her untouched, doubtless for ahigh
and holy destiny.

But this is not all, the aspect which
China now presents is extremely pecu-
liar.

¢ Jts civilization,” a moilern author has
well observed,  has been developed under
its own institutions; its government has been
modelled without knotledge or reference to
that of any other kingdom; its literature has
borrowed nothing from the genius or research
of the scholars of other lands; its language is
unique in its symbols, its structure, and its
antiquity ; and its people are remarkable for
their industry, peacefulness, numbers, and
prculiar habits.”

The study of such a people, but re-
cently made attainable to ordinary read-
ers, cannot but be deeply interesting and
instructive.  Civilization is here seen
as far advanced, probably, as it could
be without the slightest influence of
Christianity. And yet how puerile—
how dwarfish is it—in everything truly
noble. Chenevix was right in saying
that ‘¢ Christianity is the summary of all
civilization ; it contains every argument
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which counld be urged in its support, and |

every precept which explains its nature.”

Furthermore, the unique spectacle of
a state of society never broken in upon
by the ‘¢ overflowing conquest of a
superior race,” or deranged by emigra-
tion, is here presented.

It is not, however, merely as a sub-
Jject for contemplative study, that China
is indebted for its peculiar interest at
the present day. Iecent events have
drawn attention to it. Its three hun-
dred and sixty-three millions of inhabi-
tants offer peculiar advantages to com-
mercial enterprise, and constitute all-
powerful claims on the sympathy,
prayers and efforts of the Christign.
How intensely interesting will it be to
mark the progress of Christianity
amongst so mighty a mass of human
beings! How vast the influence which
the renovation of China will exert! Of
all the spectacles which this world has
in reserve, none will be more absorb-
ing and sublime than the conversion of
the land of Sinim.

The first of the works at the Head of
these remarks is written under pecu-
liarly favourable circumstances. The
author has resided at Canton and Ma-
cao for twelve years, “in daily and fa-
miliar contact with the people, speak-
ing their language, and studying their
books.,” He went to China as a Printer,
under the patronage of the American
Board of Foreign Missions, and has,
since his return to the United States,
been lecturing on the Chinese, in va-
rious citics of the TUnion. These are
rare advantages, and well have they
been used. A vast mass of deeply in-
teresting information has been collected
by Mr. Williams, from personal obser-
vation and native sources. \We shall

present our readers with some of the re- |

sults of this gentleman’s assiduity and
research.

He divides China into the mountain-
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The population of this mighty Em-
pire, Mr. Williams gives at 862,467,183
Ly the last census; in 1812, its revenue,
from official documents, at $200,958,694.

As might be supposed, our author
pays much attention to the literature of
China. The number of persons in the
empire who can read seems less than has
been imagined. In some distriets half
the men can read, in others not more
than a sixth. Great value is attached to
literary degrees. In Canton, in 1832, thero
were 6000 candidates for them. By the
by, Giessen does not seem to be the oniy
iplace where such literary honours are
i marketable.  In 1830, the Chinese

Guzettes proved that an inferior officer
had in the course of a few years sold
20,419 forged diplomas.
Of the sounds in the Chinese lan-
guage, there are in the Court dialect
| 538, in the Canton dialect 646, and in
that of Amoy 840. A singular proof of
the fixedness of this language is afferded
by the fact, that a Chinese Lexicon pub-
lished A.D. 150, is still ofgood authority.

Books, it appears, are *“ hawked about
the streets, circulating libraries are
carried from house to house upon mov-
,able stands, and bookseller’s shops are

frequent in large towns.” The number
I of volumes in Chinese is immense. The
|History of the three States is in 21
vols., I{aughi’s Dictionary in 21, the
Pei Wan Yun Fu, a Thesaurus in 130,
the Tai Tien in 22,877 chapters, and
nearly as many volumes.

On the production of the country, and
the manners and customs of its inhabi-
tants, Mr. Williams supplies much in-
formation. He says that the difference
between green and black tea is this :—

¢ Green tea is cured more rapidly over the

fire than the black, and not dried in baskets

afterwards ; but throwing the leafinred hot

pans, and subsequently exposing it to the

! sun and drying it over a covered fire, makes
it black.”

ons and hilly country and the Great | The progress and effects of the opium
Plain, This Plain, the great geogra- , tradeare discussed at length. It appears
phical feature of China, extends 700 !that this traffic has fearf:ully increased.
miles in length, and contains 210,000 |Between 1834-39 it had risen from 3,000
square miles, supporting a population, , to 80,000 chests annually. Wltlu.n.the
according to the census of 1812, of 177  last fifty years * fully a hundred m.llhons
millions of human beings, nearly two- i of dollars have ¢ oozed’ out of China for
thirds of the whole population of Iu- | this article alone, and its -productiv

rope. capital decreased fully twice that sum.”
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Two millions five hundred thousand of { not but leave the general impression that it

the inhabitants of the empire are victims
toitsuse. The contraband trade in this
drug is cstimated at 40,000 chests, at a
sale price of $20,000,000.

But we must conclude this summary.
The work before us has deeply intereste:d
us. Its esteemed author has our best
thanks for the varied and authentic in-
formation he has conveyed. We have
merely tu add, that the buok is printed
in Wiley & Putnam’s best style; and is
embellished with an accurate and entirely
new map and with numerous wood-cuts.
1t is altogether an honour to the Ameri-
can press.

A few words on Mr. Smith’s book,
and we have done.

The object of this gentleman’s visit to
China was rather to explore the ground
and prepare the way for other mission-
aries of the Church of England, than to
engage himself in direct missionary
labour. His remarks are consequently
more varied than they would have been,
had they been confined to a mere narra-
tive of religious proceedings.

‘We are much pleased with the liberal
spirit which appears throughout the
work., The labours of other Protestant
bodies are readily admitted, and the
kindness of their missionaries is grate-
fully acknowledged.

Of all the consular cities of China,
Shanghai and Ningpo appear to Mr.
Smith to present the greatest advantages
to the missionary. Amoy seems to
him far from eligible. Hong Kong has
but little to recommend it. Next to
Shanghai and Ningpo, Foo-chow, with
its population of 600,000, is a very
favourable station.

Mr. Smith speaks very highly of
¢ medical missionary efforts, when kept
in their subordinate place, as mere sub-
sidiary means in preparing the way for
Christian evangelists.”

Of the influence of idolatry, he thus
writes :—

¢ The principal gong-beater patiently bore
the interruption caused by my remonstrance,
twhile his whole manner showed, amid this
outward display of offerings, how fecble was
the real hold of idolatry on his mind. On
many such occasions, the entire absence of
any indication of anger at having their pre-

is the furce of custom, rather than a sense of
the supernatural, which renders the practice
of idolatry popular among the Chinese.”

On the opium traflic, Mr. Smith writes
strongly and indignantly. Of the thou-
sand opium houses in Amoy, he visited
several for the purpose of enquiring into
the effect of the smoking of this drug.
Painfully humiliating are the details
whieh he gives. The Chinese authori-
ties, it appears, connive at the trade,
which is actively carried on by British
and American merchants. Sincerely do
we hope, with our author, that the Leg-
islators of Britain will lock to this evil,
and exhibit to the people and rulers of
China the noble spectacle of a Christian
government, superior to the arts of
oppression, and actuated bya philanthro-
pie regard to the best interests of man-
kind.

Such is China. She presents the
noblest field for Christian activity and
prayer, which the world supplies. Nor
is the hope of final success wanting.

¢ Behold these shall come from far:

And lo, these from the North and from the
West;

And these from the land of Sinim.”

Walks about the City and Environs of Jeru-
salem. By W. H. Bartierr. New
Edition. Virrtue, London and New
York. Lav, Montreal.

Since former editions of this interest-
ing work havebeen longbefore the public,
it 1s unnecessary for us to commence its
culogy. Its reputation is established.

As, however, the edition before us dif-
fers in some respects from its predeces-
sors, it may be proper to mention these
additions to the previous attractions of
the work. Many admirably executed
steel engravings of the most celebrated
Iocalities in the Holy City and its
Suburbs have been introduced. ‘¢ The
size of the book has been incrensed, the
quality of the paper improved, and an
ornamental border placed round each
page.” In the Appendix will also be
found useful directions for the journey
to Jerusalem.

The first number of this elegant work
lies before us. It is enriched with two

engravings, and a vignette. The en-

Jjudices shocked by a solitary foreigner, could , gravings—* The Mount of Olives and
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Jerusalem from the North East,” and
¢¢ Sarepta and the Coast of Sidon,” are
gens of art.  Never, we will venture to
say, has so elegant and complete a pic-
ture of Jerusalem been published. It
is just the book for the drawing-raom.

Uaniversalism not of God : an Examination
of the System of Universalism ; its Doc-
trines, Arguments, and Fruits, with the
Experience of the Author dwring a Min-
istry of twelee years. By MATTHEW
Hace Sautu.  American Tract Society.

Mr. Smith writes plainly, fearlessly,
and pointedly. His book is rather an
ezposure than an ezamination ; and an
awtul exposure it is, showing that Uni-
versalisin is a most perilous ‘“snare of
the devil.” The book is well adapted
for usefulness : we hope it will be widely
circulated.

The Life of Bunyan, Author of the Pilgrim’s
Progress ; compiled from his onn writings,
and from other authentic sources, By
Iran Cuasg, D.D., pp. 166; 18mo.
New York: L. CotBy & Co.

This condensed account of the wonder-
ful Dreamer, will be very acceptable to
all who are acquainted with his great
work—and who are not? It has been
translated into almost all the languages
of Europe, and into several of those of
Asia. No religious book has been so
widely circulated; no book has been so
extensively useful; noris there any rea-
son to belicve that the time will come
when the Pilgrim’s Progress will cease
to be a favourite. The curiosity which
is naturally felt, to be acquainted with
the author of such a work, ought to be
gratified. Dr. Chase has wisely allowed
Bunyan to tell his own tale; no one
could tell it better. The remarks in-
terspersed by Dr. C. serve both to link
together the parts of the narrative, and
to enable the reader to form a correct
Judgment of the extraordinaryexperience
of the subject of the memoir. They are
necessary and useful.

‘We must confess, however, that the
work would have pleased us better if it
had been larger.  There are many in-
teresting particulars respecting Bunyan,
which ought to be embodied in every
account of his life. Dr. Chase will be

' persuaded, we hope, toincrease the size

of the book in subsequent editions.

—_—

1. The Peep of Day; or, a Series of the
curliest Dleliginus Instruct = the Infant
Mind is capuble of receiving : with Verses
illustrative of the subjects. 18mo. pp. 228,
American T'ract Society.

2. Line upon Line, or, a Second Series, &c.
18mo. pp. 258. American ‘Tract Society.

3. Precept upon Precept ; or, a Third Series,
&c. 18mo. pp. 256. American Tract
Society.

Commendation on these works is need-
less, as they have alrcady obtained a
well-deserved reputation, both in Great
Britain and America. They are admi-
rably adapted to the object for which
they were written, and the American
Tract Society has done well in re-
publishing them. We advise every
Christian mother to make use of them
in daily instruction.

The getting up of these volumes is
excellent.  They are well printed, with
new type, on good paper, and the bind-
ing cannot be improved. In these re-
spects the publications issued by the
American Tract Society will advanta-
geously compare with those of any pub-
lishing house in the United States. This
is good policy, and it will prove profit~
able, in all respects.

Iilustrated Editions of the Poets.— Southey's
Poctical Works—Tasso's Jerusalem Deli-
vered, by Wiffen— Dante’s Vision, by Curey
— Butler's Hudiltras. With many Plates.
New York: Appleten & Co.

‘We did not receive these beautiful
volumes till it was too late to prepare a
review of them for the present number.
They are fine specimens of typography,
and are spiendidly illustratcd.  We shall
devote some space to them in our next.

Appletor’s Library Manual; containing a
Catalogue Raisonné of upwards of twelve
thousund of the most important works in
ecery department of knowledge, in all mo-
dern lunguages. 8vo. pp. 434. New
York: ApprETON & Co.

This is exactly what it professes to be.
It is carefully compiled, and cannot but
, be estremely useful to ministers and
* literary gentlemen.
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.

The indefatigable wmissionarv, Gutzlaff,
‘has recently completed 2 voluminous history
of China.  He has also published at Hong
Kong a Universal Geography, in Chinese,
with sixty maps, and has commenced a com-
plete dictionary of the Chinese language,

Sowme valuable inedited letters of Queen -
Elizabeth to James VI. of Scotland, have
lately been placed at the disposal of the |
Camden Society for publication.

The letters of Columbus, relative to the
discovery of the New World, are in the |
press. ‘They will form one of the volumes |
of the Hakluyt Suciety’s publications. |

The celebrated geographer, Dr. Ritter, of
Berlin, intends spending the winter in visit- |
ing Sinai and Palestine. )

Mr. J. Richardson is abeut to pub’ﬁsh‘
«‘Pravels in the Great Desert of Sahara, in !
1845 and 1846.”

The Central Committee of the Archieolo-
gical Tustitute are taking weasures for the
publicatien of a series of maunuals illustrative |
of British antiquities. The early British,
Roman-British, and Anglo-Saxon perivds |
will farm distinet portions of the plan.  Uu-
der each the tumuli, camps, roads, weapous,
costumes, &c., of the period, will be illus-
trated and classed.

List of English IWorks.

Chalmers” (Dr.) Daily Scripture Read-
ings, vol. 1,—10s. 6d.

Life and Correspondence of Admiral Sir
Siduey Smith, by J. Barrow, Esq., 2 vols.,
—28s.

A Narrative of an Exploring Visit to each |
of the Cousular Cities of China, by Rev. G.
Smith,—14s.

Greeee: Pictorial, Descriptive, and His~
torival. By Dr. Woidsworth, new edition,
—21s,

. C. Cocks.

Y7 NE——

Memoirs of Sir I'. Fowell Buxton. 2 vols.

Lectures on the History of Ancient Com-
merce,—7is, 6d.

History of Auricular Confession. By
Count C. P. De Lastryrie. Translated by
2 vols. :

History of the Aucient Britons.
Giles. 2 vols.,—30s.

‘T'he Natural History of the Dodo, Solitaire,
and other extinct Birds of the Islands of
Rodrigues, Mauritivs, and Bourbun. By
1L. G. Strickland and A. G. Melville. Royal
4to.—21s,

History of Barbadoes. By Sir R. H.
Schomburgh. Royal 8vo.—31s, Gd.

Germauny, England, and Scotland ; or,
Recollections of a Swiss Minister, By J. H.
Merle D'Aubigné, D.13.

The Coins of Englaud : Chronologically
arranged.—18s,

The Last Compusitions of Mendelssohn.
—5s.

Australia Felix. By W. Westgarth.—10s,
adq,

A Map of British and Roman Yorkshire.
By Charles Newton, of the Department of
Autiquities, British Museum.—7s. 6d.

By Dr.

Continental Publications.
A Life of Meclanethon, By XK. ¥. Lad-

! derhose.

The Travels of Joseph Russeger, in Europe,
Asia, and Africa, in the years 1835-1841;
uundertaken with special reterence to Natural
History, with numerous maps, plans, draw-
ings, &e.

Clavis Talmudica auct. Rabbi Nissim
ben Jacob Carrovanensi, Seculo X{. flurento
auct. et script. claris.—8s.

Jasephi Flavii, Opera, Gracce et Latine,
Recog. G. Dindorfius. 2 vols. —38s.

C. W. Spreker's History of the Reforma-

Serer = D’Agincourt’s History of Avt, 3 ;' tion. Leipzig, 1847. 1st volume.

vols., royal folio, 328 plates, £5 3s.

Sidney Hall's General Atlas, parts 1 and ;

2,—6s. each.

Ranke’s History of Prussia, translated by |

Sir Alexander and Lady Duff Gordon, vols. *
T'and 2. |

Journal of a Residence at the Cape of :
Good Hope. By C. J. F. Bunbury, For-

cign Secretary of the Geological Society.

Guericke's Manual of Christian Antiquities.
Leipzig, 1847.

Scriptores Rerum Germanicarum, in usam
Scholarum ex Monumentis Germania His.
toricis recudit fecit G. H. Pertz—Adami
Gesta Hammaburgensis Ecclesia Pentificum
ex rvecent. Lappenbergii. 8vo.—3s. Gd.
Chronicon Movaliciense ex recens. Beth-
manni.—2s. Nothing is more indicative of

The Cities and Cemeteries of Etruria, ' the state of scholarship in Germany than the

By George Dennis. 2 vols.
Ttaly : Fastand Present. By L. Mariotti.
2 vols.,—21s.

recent publication of school editions of some
of the Fathers, and of middle age literature
like the above,
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SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE.

The hourly observations of the barometer
at the Meteoralogical and Magnetical Ob-
servatory at St. Helena, have proved, beyond
a doubt, that the moon has no less an influ-
ence on the atmosphere than on the ocean.
Tt appears, that *in each day the barometer
at St. Helena stands, on an average, four
thousandths of an inch higher at the two
periods when the moon is on the meridian,
above or helow the pole, than when she is
six hours distant from the meridian on either
side.”

The fol'awing extract on the reproduction
of forests, by the Secretary of the Board of
Agriculture of Nova Scotia, will be read, we
doubt not, with much interest:—

“Ifan acre or two be cut down in the
midst of a forest, and then neglected, it will
soon be occupied by a growth similar to that
which was cut down; but when all the
timber, or tracts of great size, is killed by fire,
except certain parts of swamps, & very differ-
ent growth springs up; at first a great num-
ber of herhs and shrubs, which Jid not grow
on the land when covered by living wood.
The turfy coal, filled with the decaying fibres
of the roots of trees and plants of the forest,
now all killed by the fire, become a kind of
hot-bed, and seeds which had lain dormant
for centuries, spring up and flourish in the
mellow soil.  On the most barren portions,
the blueberry appears almost everywhere;
great fields of raspberries, and fire-wood or
French willow, spring up along the edges of
the beech and hemlock laund, and abundauce
of red-berried elder and wild red-cherry ap-
pear soon after; but, in a few years, the
raspberries and most of the herbage disappear,
and are followed by a growth of firs, white
and yellow birch, and poplar. When a suc-
cession of fires has occurred, small shrubs
occupy the barren, the kalmia, or sheep-
poison being the most abundant ; and in the
course of ten or tiwelve years form so much

turf, that a thicket of small elder begins to *

grow, under the shelter of which fir, spruce,
larch, and white birch spring up. When the

ground is thoroughly shaded by a thicket !

twenty feet high, the species which originally
oceupied the ground begins to prevail, and
suffocate the wood which sheltered it; and,
within sixty years, the land will gencrally be
covered with a young growth of the same
kind that it produced of old."”

0 —

Mr. Hunt comes to the conclusion, that
seed will not germinate under the influcnce
of light separated from the chemical principle
with which it is jated in the sunb
This chemical principle he finds, is more
active during the spring than at any other
time. In summer this power diminishes
and light increases, while in autumn both
are subdued. Thus, then, the conditions of
light of the seasons vary to suit the necessities
of vegetable life.

At the late meeting of the American As-
sociation of Geologists, Mr. Teschemacher
read a paper on the remains of vegetation in
the body of the coal, apart from that of its
accompanying shales. Since then his in-
vestigations hava been pursued with increas-
ing success. Specimens of coal examined by
himself and Professor Agassiz were found to
consist of “ nothing but a mass of perforated
vessels,”’ evidently of vegetable texture.
Nay more, by means of a very powerful
microscope, these gentlemen have discovered
fossil seeds in coal.

Of the Sirocco-dust which fell at Genoa,
DMay 16, 1846, Professor Ebrenberg has ob-
tained, by microscopic analysis, forty-three
animalcule.

Sir George Simpson, in September, 1846,
on his route to the Red River, noticed a fall
of small insects, which continued till the
ground was covered with them. Theshower
extended from twenty-five to thirty miles.
The insect has teen recognized as an aquatic
one, well known in Europe.

Professor Simpson, of Edinburgh, has
recently discovered an agent in producing
entire insensibility, more rapid and plessant
than the ether. A few drops on a handker-
chief, applied to the nostrils, produces the
desired effect in a few seconds.

Government intend sending out three ex-
peditions in search of Sic Jobn Franklin.
‘ One,” says the Athenezum, ° will be
! despatched in the course of a few days to
{ Behring's Straits; the second will sail early
in the cnsuing spring to Baffin’s Bay, and
will be under the command of Sic James
D
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Ross; and the third wili consist of an over-
land expedition, to be placed under the
direction of Sir John Richardsou.”

M. Jules Verraux, who has been travel-
ling for five years in Tasmania and Aus.
tralia, has returned to Paris with more than
115,000 specimens of natural history—mapy
of them hitherto unknown.

Major Rawlinson has lately obtained some
very fine inscriptions in the arrow-headed
character of aucient Parsia, by means of
which he has corrected many errors and
obtained much fresh information,

In a paper on the Ocean, read by Captain
‘Wilkes, U. S. N., before the American As-
suciation of Geologists and Naturalists in
September last, some interesting facts are
found, We present the following ;e

The greatest depth to which the Ocean
has been peovetrated is 4,600 fathoms, or
27,600 feet. No bottom was then ebtained.
This was inlat. 15° S,, and 23° 1V, long.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE~—GREAT BRITAIN.

From experiments already made, ¢ sufficient
facts have been developed, to prove that the
irregularities of the level of the Ocean’s bed,
are much more remarkable than those of the
land.”

A remnrkable temperature is observable in
the Mediterranean. While the mean tem-
perature of the Ocean is about 39° 5, that
of the before-mentioned sea is, according to
Admiral D'Urville, 55°.

The existence of marine currents at the
depth of from 500 to 600 feet, has been re-
cently proved by many experiments.

It appears that the following is the esti-
mated Jength of Electric Telegraph lines in
North Americss—

Lines completed...........

Second wires completed..

Lines in progress .., ......

Lines contemplated.......

Second wires in progress

3,289 miles.
511 do
2,512 do
2,000 do
2,678 do

11,000 do

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

Great Britain.

On the death of the Archbishop of York,
Dr. Musgrave, Bishop of Hereford, was ap-
pointed to succeed him, and Dr. Hampden,
Regius Professor of Divinity at Oxford, to
succeed Dr. Musgrave. Against the latter
appointment strong remonstrances were pre-
sented, both by some of the Bishops and by
a number of the Clergy and laity, in differ-
ent parts of the kingdom. The opposition,
however, was fruitless; Dr. Hampden was
elected, and is now Bishop of Hercford,

Tractarianism, we regret to state, con-
tinues to spread, and as it spreads, one after
another is perverted to Rome. The Times
newspaper is under this influence.

We rejoice to observe the prosperity of the
Evangelical Alliance. The British organ-
jzation is now complete. There are six
Divisions, viz. the Southern, South Western,
Midland, Northern, North Western, and
Scottish. The meetings have been hitherto
eminently characterised by a spirit of devo-
tion and love. Inquiries are going ou res-
pecting Infidelity, Sabbath Desecration, and
Popery; and the services of the periodical
press will be vmployed in reference to those
subjects,

Atalate meeting of the Execative Council,
the following Resolutions were passed :—

“That this Council hail with grateful satis—
faction the progress which the principles of
the Alliance are making on the Continent
of Europe; they congratulate the Brethren
speaking the French language on the forma-
tion of the French Section in connection
with the Evangelical Alliance in April last,
and on the subsequent establishment of the
Swiss and Belgian Divisions of that Section.
Remembering the influence which that race:
and language has ever exercised on the civil
and secular interests of the world, this Coun-
cil express their devout and fraternal desire,
that it may be destined to accomplish a simi-
lar result for the kingdom and glory of the
blessed Saviour, and that the English and
French portions of the one Christian family
may be ever found zealously co-operating for
the highest and noblest objects, and especially
for the union of all who love the Lord Jesus.
Christ in sincerity and truth,

¢ That this Council are not discournged
by the comparatively slow progress of the
Organization of the Alliance among the
brethren in Germany. ‘lhey are aware that
the German mind has always been charac-
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terized by thoughtfulnessin committing itself !

to principles, and firmness in retaining them
when adopted. They cannot, however, but
congratulate the German members of the Alli-
ance on the extent to which the Alliance has
been discussed at numerous meetings, and in
several publications, and they cherish the
‘hope that the feeling so extensively diffused
may be speedily embodied in 2 German Or-
ganization connected with the Alliance.

« That the Council enjoin on the Com-
mittee to maintain an active correspondence
with French and German brethren, and au-
thorize them to adopt such measures as may
sppear desirable to bind more closely the
connexion by which the members of the
Alliance in various lands are united. They
especially instract the Committee to consider
the practicability of a Visitation of the Con-
tinental churches in the interests of the Al-
Jiance, and also to report to the next meeting
whether there are any objects for which a
European Conference might be held, with-
out committing the different Organizations to
any conclusions which may not be subse-
quently adopted by themselves,”

A great movement is now in progress in
Scotland on the " Sablath question. The
Edinburgh Witness says—

« Qur readers will rejoice with us in the
prospect of the immediate formation of an
alliance on a large scale, for the protection
of the rest of the Lord's day, especially
against the desecrations of that day by means
of Railway Trains and the Post-Office. We
understaud that it is intended not only to
embrace ultimately all the energy and sound
principle of Britaiu in this great confedera-
tion, but that no effort or expense will be
spared to render its operations thoroughly
efficient. The extension of Railways is
rousing the whole kingdom on the subject;
and as the enemies of the Sabbath are numer-
ous and combined, it is right that the friends
of truth should meet them by union and
energy on a similar scale.  We trust that all
the towus in Scotland wilt be prepared to
move immediately after the great meeting in
Edinburgh, and that every village and ham-
let will have its * Sabbath Association” in
connection with the great central ¢¢ Alliance.”
‘We shall look alzo with anxiety for a similar
movement of the friends of the Sabbath in
England.” .

Amidst the bloodshed and turmeil that
disgrace Ireland, the principles of the Evan-
gelical Alliance are making way. A series
of Manthly Lectures is in course of delivery
in Dublin, on the following subjects :—

‘1. Basis of the Evangelical Allfance.
2. Influence of Union on the spiritual pro:-

perity of the Church. 3. Influence of Union -
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on the progress of the Gespel. 4. Forbear-
ance necessary to Christian Union. 5. Schism
adverse to Christian Union. 6. Necessities
of the times peculiarly demand Christian
Union. 7. Increase of personal holiness ne-
cessary to Christinn Union. 8. Union and
gloty of the Church in the latter days."”

Frances

The Jesuits and other ultra-Romanists are
very active in France. They have lately
endeavoured to gain influence by a renewal
of *“lying wonders.” The following facts
are reported on the best authority. We copy
them from Evangelical Christendom :—

* The city of Lyons was troubled, a few
weeks ago, by singular rumours, which are
not yet fully explained. A report spread,
all on a sudden, that atle
had taken place in a bearding-school of young
girls, kept by nuns. These young girls stated,
that the devil had appeared to them in the
convent, that he came at night, and menaced
them; that he had put a rope round their
necks to strangle them; that he had jnflicted
on them different wounds, &c. &c. And
they showed their hands pierced with nails,
the marks of ropes on their necks, and other
signs, which proved that these appearances
of Satan were not vain dreams of their ima-
gination.

You may easily judge how much these
statements have ekcited the population of
Lyons, We do not live in the fifteenth cen-
tury when pretended appearances of the evil
spirit were generally regarded as true. In
our days, the credulity of the nations does
not go so far. The parents and friends of
these young girls immediately supposed that
there was some scheme of deception heneath
these manifestations of Satan, and perhaps 8
design to commit the most indecent ontrages.
The public voice immediately attributed it to
priests, so much are they decried ahd hated !
*Yes,” said the inhabitants of Lyons, itls
the priests who bave thought of making the
devil appear in arder ta frighten these young
zirls, to fanmaticize them, and who kaowz?
perhaps to dishonour them! They alone ave
capable of these {nfernal stratagems!’ And
the incensed multitude ran up and down the
public streets crying : Down with the priests!
Down with the Jesuits! Down with the con-
vents!

The civil and the military autharities were
~hliged to interfere. If the fury of the popu-
lace had not been checked, they would have
demolished the house in which thesa myste-
rious appearances had taken place. The ma-
gistrates have ordcred the establishment to be
closed and an investigatiou to be comimenced.
The lady superior asd other nuns have beer
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thrown into prison; a Popish ecclesiostic is
also involved in this dark affair, The jour-
nals of Liyons have remarked, that since the
police have kept watch the devil has ceased
to make his appearance!

We shall see whether the legal tribunals
will tear aside the veil which covers this
strange occurrence. Generally, when mem-
bers of the clerical body are indicted for some
scandalous offence, they have sufficient iu-
fluence to secure the silence of the magistracy.
They set to work their agents, their pro-
tectors, their friends at court, and thus stifle
revelations which threaten to compromise
them. But at T.yons the population is so
exasperated, that it will he difficult to employ
this method. If the authors,of these odious
attempts are not duly punished, serious dis-
burbances may arise.”

“T do not recollect whether or not I have

told you on another occasion, of a miracle |
which took place not long since among the

mountains of Dauphiny. The eircumstances
were these. Two little shepherds were
watching their flocks in a lonely spot, when
all on a sudden they beheld a strauge lady,
with beaming countenanee, splendid apparel,
and majestic mien. This lady approached
the two shepberds with a gracious smile, and
gave them a very long discourse upon the
duty of going to mass and confession, of
fasting on a Friday, of reciting litanies, and
of obeying in all things the authority of the
curé, There wa nothing exiraordinary in
that, say you. But listen to the sequel.
This lady, who thus passed her time in con-
versing with the shepherds was not a mere
mortal; it was the Virgin Mary, who had
deigned to descend to earth, The Virgin
Mary, say you again ; but where is the proef
ofit? These little shepherds, poor children
of tep or twelve years of age, may they not
have mistaken a lady unknown to them, who
may have bappened to traverse these moun-
tains, for the Virgin? Has the Virgin dis-
tinctive features by whieh she may be im-
mediately distinguisked from all other per-
sons of her sex? Beware what you say:
see how the miracle has been proved. The
Virgin Mary left the print of her foot upon a
stone, It is evident that an ordinary lady,
in walking, would not make a deep and per-
maunent impression upnn a rock : it is, there-
fore, a supernatural being, it is the holy Vir-
gin and she only, who can have imprinted
the mark of her foot upon this mountain of
Dauphiny.

Perhaps your incredulity is not yet satis-
fied. You reply, that it is very difficult to
prove that a few lines, more or less indistinct
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singular resemblances. But I nced hardly
say, that I do not undertake to auswer al}
your objections. The miracle is eertified by
the priests; it has been duly registered in
the columns of the Ultramontane journals,
and all the Popish seminaries echo with the
cry, that a great and supernatural event has
happened in connexion with the Romish
Church.

“Now, in the month of September, in the
present year, sizty thousand pilgrims (aye,
sixty thousand ) have been to Salette (the
name of the place where the Virgin appeared
to the litile shepherds) to celebrate the anni-
versary of this memorable event. The pro-
cession was headed by priests, DMass was
celebrated, and the sacrament admiuistered
All these pilgrims sung hymus in honor of
Mary. Moreover, as there is a spring near
the stone on which the Virgin left her foot-
print, these good people rushed in crowds to
drink a few drops of this wonderful water.
They believed that it was an infallible pana-
cea for all the maladies of soul and body!
The curés under these circumstances, reaped
a rich harvest; and everybody went home
perfectly content—the pilgrims with the
spring water, and the priests with—the mo-
ney!”

It is gratifying to knew that in many parts
of France a vigorous spirit of inguiry is at
work. The Agents employed by the Evan-
gelical Societies have met with very encour-
agingsuccess, Great numberscrowd to hear
the Gospel, and many have been truly con-
verted to God.  Opposition has been excited
in various quarters, particularly against the
efforts of some Baptist preachers, whom the
authorities refuse vo recognise as having any
claim to the protection of the charter : never-
theless, the word of the Lord prevails. The
state of affairs is exceedingly hopeful.

In the National Protestant Church a great.
many pastorates are vacant, while the num-
ber of candidates for the miuistry is dimin-
ishing.

An Institution has been recently estab-
lished at Paris, for the training of Evangelists,
Tt is called the Practical Seminary of Evan-
gelization :—

¢ The pupils will be taught dogmatic the-
ology, ecclesiastical history, natural history in
relation to religion, &e. &e. ‘They will
especially study the Holy Scriptures, and
will prepare to become good laborers in the
Lord's harvest. At the same time that they
acquire this kaowledge in theory, they will
exercise it in practice, by visiting the popula-

upon a piece of rock, indicate the footstep of ' tion in one of the most intepesting quarters
awoman, You add, that there are in nature { of the capital.”
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switzerland,

‘The Winter Session of the Theologieal |
Seminary at Geneva commenced on the 4th
of October last, when Dr, Merle D'Aubigné
delivered an Address on Christian equipoise,
or the necessity of balancing in the Church |
the Protestant power and the Catholic power.
‘There are forty-one students: two of them
are from Canada.

Persecution rages in the Canton de Vaud, |
‘The Committee of the Southern Division of |
the British Organization of the Evangelical
Alliance have forwarded the following Ad- |
drese to their |
¢ Brethren the Pastors and Members of |

Evangelical Protestant Churches in the

Canton de Vaud, whose Religious Liber- |

ties are infringed by the decree of Novem-

ber 24, 1847. !

Dear Breruren,—We have read with
deep concern the decree of the Council of
State of your cantvn, dated Nuveinber 24th,
by which it is enacted, that **.All religious
meetings without the pale of the Nationdl ;
Church, and not authorized by the law, are |
from that day, aud until further orders, pro-
hibited in the canton,” and enjoining vn the
anthorities to enforce the prohibition by
severe penalties, We cannot withhold the
proinpt expression of our sincere sympathy
with all ¢ the saints and faithful brethren in
Christ Jesus,” who are placed in circum-
stances of trial by this edict.

The Evangelical Alliance, at its forma.
tion, adopted the resolution of opening and
maintaining correspondence ** with Christian .
brethren in different parts of the world, espe- |
cially with those who may be enguged,
"amidst peculiar difficulties and apposition, in
the cause of the Gospel, in ovder to afford
them all suitable encouragement and sym-
pathy, and to diffuse an interest in their
welfare.” In conformity with this resolu-
tion, while disclaiming all intention to inter-
fere with political measures, we embrace the
first upportunity afforded us since the publi-
cation of that decree, to record our astonish-
ment and profound regret that a Govern-
ment, professing to be based on a just recog-
nition of human rights, should show them-
selves so unmindful of those which are the
most sncred of all—the rights of conscience
—as to persecute the lovers of truth, and
peace, and charity, the obedient followers of
Him who was ¢ meek and lowly in heart.”

In this sentiment we feel persuaded that,
nat only a't the members of the Evangelical
Alliuuce, but all Christians, in thisand other
lands, who, in common with them, solemnly
avow “the right and duty of private judg-
ment in the interpretation of the Holy Serip-
tures,” will unanimously concur, while all
enlightened men will deprecate the tyranny
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. which aimsto crush the freedom of soul with

which it is the birthright of every hwnan
being to worship God.

We hasten to assure you of our fellowship
with you in these tribulations which have
come upon you. We have learned to * bear
one another’s burthens,” so * fulfilling the
law of Christ.” If one member of his body
suffer, al' the members suffer.  And we are
convinced that British Christians, whether
connected with Established or non-Estab-
lished Churches, will not fail to remember
you in their prayers, that God, of his merey,
may speedily send you deliverance from such
unrighteous proceedings, that it may please
Him to forgive your enemies and persecutors,
and to tarn their hearts; and that, during
the time of your affliction, Ile may give you
wisdom to *walk circumspectly,” that He
inay so sustain your faith that you may con-
tinue “in patience to pussess your souls,”
and with all bulduess and perseverance still
bear testimony to ¢ the truth as it is in Je-
sus.” (1 Peter iii. 14,17).  Consider what
the apostle hath said. **If ye suffer for
righteousness’ sake, happy are ye; and be
not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled
but sanctify the Lord Ged in your bearts,
and be ready always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a reason of the
hope that is in you, with meekuess and fear;
having a good conscience, that whereas they
speak evil of you as evil dovers, they may be
ashamed that falsely accuse your good con-
versatiou in Christ, For it is better, if the
will of God be sv, that ye suffer for well
doing than for evil doing.”

May our Ged and Father appear for your
defence and relief, so that all these things
may *fall out rather unto the furtherance of
the Gospel.”

We commend you, as did the Apostle
commend his suffering bretbren, to ¢ the
God of all grace, who hath called us unto
his eternal glory by Christ Jesus,” assured
that, though ye may * suffer awhile,” He
will “make you perfect, establish, strengthen,
settle you. To Him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever. Amen.”

We remain, beloved brethren, on behalf
of the Committee, yours, with affectionate
sympathy,

(Sigoed,) C. E. EArDLEY, Chairman.
W. Bevan, Secretary.

7, Adam-street, Adelphi, Strand, London,

December 8, 1847.”

Belgiume.

A public meeting in counexion with the
Evangelieal Alliance was held at Brussels,
September 24 last. A Belgic Division of the
Alliance has been formed.
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Italy. ! asked the prayers of churches in England, in
Great numbers of the thinking men of ' France, and in Switzerland, It is now a
Italy are sceptics. The people generally are ' Year that we have prayed for him, and see
grossly ignorant and superstitious, But the | now the fruit of our prayers! Dr. de Santis
Italian mind is awakening. Many long to has had strength given him—he has aban-
know the truth. Some have found it. Our ' doned country, family, friends, and all that
renders will peruse with great interest the | was dear and precious to him, to fullow Jesus
statement, derived from the report of the Christ, who has called him to minister in
proceedings of the Committee of the Southern | bis church. Hearrived in Malta on the 12th
Division of the British Evangelical Alliance, | October, and is now safe in the Protestans

November 2, last:— "

‘“The Rev. DR. AcHiLLr, having been
introduced to the Committee, announced the
arrival at Maltaof his dear friend and brother,
Tae VERY REVEREND DR. Lutcr pe San-
T1s, a Roman, Incumbent of the Chureh of the
Mugdalen, in the Campo Marzo, at Rome,
holding also the office of ‘¢ Qualificutore” in
the Inquisition; IFellow of the Theological
College della Supienza ; associate of many of
the Academies in Italy, and esteemed one of
the first of Italian preachers. *‘He was a
pupil of mine in theology fourteen years ago
(said Dr. A.), and one of the most distin-
guished, and I always deemed him a man of
grent talent, and of a most upright spirit.
No one knows him better than I do. T have
always loved him tenderly, and found him a
wan fitted for great things. At one time I
looked on him as a pillar of the Romish
system, a future bishop and eardinal; but
since then T have been led to expect to see in
him a preacher of the gospel of Jesus Christ,
an apostle of the trath, a future reformer of
seligion in Ttaly; nor have T been disap-
pointed in my hopes. A year and a half ago
I questioned him concerning his views of
doctrine, and he opened his heart to me in
the confidence of friendship, in one of the
most precious letters T ever read.  His head
and his heart were already enlightened—he
felt the force of the truth as it is in Jesus—
und already abhorred and detested the doc-
trines of Rome I had spoken to him of
our Italian church, built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner-stone, and his
reply was:—* Here I am, 1 am ready with
you to follow the Lord wheresoever he calls
me; I am a member of this your church, a

, College with the other brethren,

—

Germany.

The German Catholic Charch, founded
by Rongé, has sunk into the depths of Ra~
tionalistic unbelief. 'We have ample infor-
mation before us, but we spare our readers
the sickening details.

We have no very recent intelligence res-
pecting Tholuck and his evangelical coad-
jutors. TYu a succeeding number, we hope
to be able to furnish some interesting ae-
counts,

—

Poland.

In August last, the Rev. R. H. Herschell
of London, and the Rev. N. M*'Leod of Dal-
keith, visited Prussian Poland and Siiasin,
The nccount of their interview with Czerski
and his friends wil} be read with interest :—

¢ We found Czerski waiting for us, as we
had written to him, 1cing our intended
visit. He had provided apartments for us in
a most comfortable hotel, kept by & Jewish

family, We arranged together, before part-
" ing for the night, that Czerski should preach

in the forenoon of Sabbath, Mr, Herschell in_
‘ the afternoon, and that we should hold a
private meeting in the evening with Czerski
and his elders. Next morning, accordingly,
we went tc his church. The building is ex-
tremely neat, It is seated for about 500
people, and cost I think £1200. As we en-
tered, the congregatinn were singing one of
Luther’s hymas, with loud and harmonious
voices, led by an organ and a tolerably guod
| choir. About 120 people were present. The
| passages and the space round the altar were

strewed with flowers, in token (as we after-

minister of the holy gospel for the conversion | wards learned) of their gladness in seeing
of our brethren in Ytaly. My spirit is wil- | distant Christian brethren among them. The
ling to follow you, but my body is atill bound | end of the church was eccupied by the al-
by the fetters of flesh and blaud,—the home, | tar, which was elevated some steps above the
the country, the brethren, that I must aban- | floor, It was covered with a white cloth,
don. Oh, pray for me, and let your churches | upon it was a crucifix, and lighted candles,
pray for me, and all churches which are one = and the communion cup covered with an em-
with us in faith and brotherhood. Let there ' broidered coverlet. Czerskisoon entered. He
be much prayer for me, and I am sure the | was dressed in a Yung black vestment reach-
Lord will give me to overcome &ll difficulties ; ing to his feet, over which was a handsomely
and surmount all obstacles.’ X worked cambric or muslin dress with sleeves,

¢T did so (continued Dr., Achilli), up to ' reaching to the waist. He knelt before the
¢his time I have prayed for him, and I have ' cruufix, and prayed for a few moments in
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silence. The public service then proceeded | tion of doing so in the most cordial manner.
in nearly the follow/ng order ;—nfter singing { The church was crowded—seats and passages.
the hymn, three prayers were offered up; | Many Jews were present. After a few
one being & confession of sin, and then peti- | words upon the nature of prayer, and the li-
tion for purdon and acceptance, and the last | berty which the children of Gad have in ap-
a thanksgiving for past mercies ; then a les- | proaching their heavenly Father, he offered

POLAND.

son from the Cospels and Epistles was rend,

succeeded by a prayer that God's word might |

be a living truth in the soul. The creed
(either the Apostles” or sometimes a shorter
form), was then repeated by the miunister,
Then followed the sermon; after a short
prayer, in the pulpit, all was concluded by
partaking of the sacrament. This is the
form of public worship which is followed by
all the New Reform Churches in Poland.
The prayers were all read by the minister,
standing at the altar, with his face to the
people. Some of the prayers were from Dr.
Theiner’s printed liturgy, and others from a
MS. of Czerski's. The congregation did not
Jjoin audibly in prayer or give any respose.

¢ Czerski, after srme explanation regard-
ing the nature of the Lord's Supper—that it
was intended to keep Christ's death in re-
membrance, and after offering up a prayer
that Christ might dwell in us by taith-—par-
took himself of the sacrament alone at the
altar.

¢ I forgot to mention the substance of his
sermon.  His subject was the Gospel lesson
of the day—the whole passage in Luke, chap.
%. 25—37. He chiefly dwelt upon the im-
portance of the questions put by the lawyer
—the sinful carelessness of the world regard-
ing it—the fact that Christ alone can show
us the way of life—the nature of true religion
as here described, a right state of mind, (i. e.
love) to God and man—and that this could
be alone possessed through faith in Jesus
Christ. Thus closed the forenoon service.

‘¢ Understanding that Czerski was to teach
a class in the afternoon, I went to hear him;
only three girls were present; five was his
full number. They were preparing for com-
munion. The instruction was excellent ; the
truth which he inculcated from the portion
of the catechism which formed the class lesson

, up the first extempore prayer they had ever
heard. He then gave a short narrative of his
, visit to Nazareth, and to Jerusalem, and
made this the ground-work for weaving in
important and fitting truths regarding Christ
and his work ; the fultilment of prophecy ;
the importance of attending to the things of
our peace in time ; the necessity of faith in
Christ, &c. ; concluding, by an earnest ex-
hortation to cleave fust to Christ, amidst all
difficulty and opposition, and to be earnest in
prayers, and in reading the Scriptures. The
address was most appropriate, and listened to
throughout with rivetted attention. Several
persons came after the service, and asked Mr.,
Herschell to let them have the prayers he of-
fered up in the church, and were much sur-
prised to find they were entirely extem-
poraneous.

¢ After service we held our private meet-
ing. This was in Czerski's house—that
house alone affords abundant evidence that
poor Czerski was not made rich, at least, by
leaving the Church of Rome. It is a small
one-storied old cottage, situated close to his
church, and presenting a striking contrast to
it; it is barely large enough to contain his
family, Everything about it is of the hum-
blest description——there is not a parish school-
master in Scotland who has not a better.
We found his elders waiting for us; and
here I may just mention the organization of
the congregation. The people elect a certain
number, varying acccording to the size of the
congregatioa, of respectable individuals to
govern the church, along with the minister.
‘These are termed elders, (die elteste) ; they
areelected annually. These elders elect from
their number an executive (die vorsteher) of
four or five, one of whom takes charge of
education, another of money, and then looks
after the poor, and then the sick; and in

for the day, was the true nature of the  large congregations one takes charge of pub-
Christian church :—It was Catholic, being | lic correspondence, while each of the execu~
made up of all believers; apostolic, being | tive is assisted by an elder. The whole body
founded ou apostolic doctrine, as revealed in | take an oversight of the members of the con-
Scripture ; it was one, baving one baptism— | gregation. About ten were present at our
even that of the Holy Spirit; one faith, in | meeting. Our object in calling them to-
one living Head, who was not the Pope, but | gether was to understand more fully their
Jesus Christ, over all and in all, Prophet, | views, and state of mind, and especially to
Priest, and King, to whom all became united | address and exhort them, in a fuller and
wpo possessed a living faith in him, such a | franker manner than could be done in public,
faith as working by love brought forth fruit | upon certain points which we thought re-
unto holiness. quired the friendly advice aud counsels of

“ Mr. I:Ierschell preached in the afternoon | neutral parties, in whose good intentions we
at fou-r o'clock, the usual hour of evening | were aware that perfect confidence was plac-
worship.  Czerski had announced hisinten- , ed. We accordingly spoke our minds fully
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to them. The topics which we chicfly en~ Prussin.
larged upon, were the deep interest which Wo learn from gur private correspon.
we knew, from our own personal observa- , dence, that in 3he Prussian church, candi-
tious, both in America and Britaiu, was ex- | dates fur the mipiatey are constantly becon-
cited in their behalf; the importance of theic | ing scaccer ; of the students in the universi-
position, whether fur good or evil, their , ties, comparatively few direct their attention
heavy responsibility for the use they wade of | to theology; aud jtseems probable that at no
‘the talent God had put into their hands in | distant period, many pulpits will be vacant.
thus calling them to wituess fur the teuth, , Tnhappily this state of thingy is viewed by
the absolute necessity of their holding fust = the people with little or no tegret. The of-
to positive Christianity, and the truth as , fice of the Christian ministryis regarded by
revenled in Scripture, which we illus-, not a few as wholly useless, and those who
teated by the bearing of such facts as the |, huld ity as hypocrites. ‘This arises, as we
Resurrection aml Divinity of Christ upon |, Jearn, in a great degree from the defective
our duties and our hopes,  We also expres- | and cationalistic style of preaching which is
sed our opinion upon their duty of seeking | 8o prevalent. The gospel is not presented
a greater measure of reform in their public | cither as the divinely revealed and exclusive
worship; more spiritual and more united , inethod of salvation, or as designed to have
prayer; the laying wside candles and cru- | a practical influence upon the worals of so-
cifixes, and priests’ garments, and the cele- | cial and public life , and the people thus learn
brating the Lord's Supper fogether, and , to regard it simply in the light of a meta-
concluded by exhorting them to private, and , physical speculation. A correspondent asks
also to united prayer, as a body having such | if there is not much work here for British
importaut duties as they had to discharge. Christians, and represcuts the Cuntinent ge-
¢ Though our confurence lasted a consider- | nerally, and Prussia in pacticular, as at once
able time, we were listened tu with the ut- , an importast and inviting field for evangeli-
most patience and kindness. Tach person | cal effort — Evaaglical Christendom.
present, then, in an open and easy manner,
stated his opinion‘ of all we hnd. advanced. United States.
They declored their seuse of the impurtance | The United States Catholic Magazine
of their position; then.r Qete.rmn.muon to .h‘u\d makes the following statement of the condi-
fast to positive Christianity in Opposition | tion of Jesuitism in that country :—* At the
4o Rntlo!u\hsm; ‘thexr earnest desire to re- | present time the Saciety of the United States
form their “_’0"81“!’ more and more, though | numbers about 120 priests, 70 scholastics,
-m!mb, very much, had been already accom- | 3nq 125 lay-brothers, They have under their
‘plls.hed.:-but that, on the one l.mnd, the charge two noviciates, one in the province of
prejudices of the people brought up in POP_""Y Maryland, and the other in the vice-province
and much attached, therefore, to syfnbol!cnl of Missouri; two diocesan seminaries, those
Wfomh'l‘i and on the other, the R“‘_‘O"“hs?‘ of Cincinatti and Fordham, in New York;
2 Rongg, whl;:’h in giving up Christ cruci- | apd seven colleges, as fullows :—Georgetown,
.Cel?"::‘“d‘:u ¢ :]chn;a’cttemstw d°°}"'“°§ of | district of Columbia; Fordham, New York ;
e “‘; '3“‘; Y, el (eref I nege}s'snry or them | Holy Cross, Worcester, Massachusetis; St.
proceed in any refurm with caution and | Xavier's, Cincinatti University of St.
prudence, lest their good;hopldbeevx@poken Louis, Missouri; St. Charles, Grand Co-
of by those who were watching for theic halt- | tequ, Louisiana ; Springhill, Alabama. In
ing. They also promised to begin a weekly | these Institutions about seventy fathers are
meeting for the study of the Scriptures and | cmployed; the rest are engaged in different

-prayer.” missious, chiefly in the arch-dinceses of Bal-

There are fifteen ¢ Christian ” Catholic | timore, in Missouri, and in Pennsylvanis,
Congregations in Prussian Poland. They | Three fathers are charged with the mission
““hold positive Christianity, and refuse to ; among the Potawotomies, and other tribes in
be identified with Rongé and his party.” | the Indian territory.”

EDITORIAL POSTCRIPT.

The friendly assurances we have received from Ministers and others, of different
Denominations, are highly encouraging.

In our next number, the Memoir of J. F. Oberlin will be continued. Some
valuable communications from excellent writers are expected. The Intelligence
Department will contain a survey of Protestant Missions.

We shall be much obliged to our friends in the Lower Provinees, if they will
furnish us with such documents as may assist us in preparing a complete view of
the religious statistics of British North America.




