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British Columbia Mining Critic.

“ [ am Nothing, if Not Critical."—-Shakespeare.

British Columbia Mining Critic.

xssiu;n WKKKLY.

Devoted to the Interests of Mining and the
Protection of investors.

SATURDAY, NOV. 13, 1897,

Letters from practical men on lopics
connected with wmining, miring machsnery,
mining laws, and malters reluting to t
mineralogical derelopment of Canada, are
aliwcass welcome.

Manufacturers and deaiers in appliances
useid in and ahonul mines are invited to xend
tllustrations and descriptions of new wrlicles.

Views and descriplions of mines and
mining locations ~olicited.

Suhscription. Two Lollars a year. payable
w advance.  Remiltances should be made
by Lzpress, Pustal Qrder or Bavk Draft,
zéayablf to the “ British Columhia Mining

‘ritic.’

Advertismg rates quoted on application.

British Columbia Mining Critic Co.,
Publisiers.
FRANK S. TAGGART, NMANAGIN i EDITOR.
Business and Editorial Ofiices:
310 Cambie Street, Vancouver, B. C.,
P.0. Box 1as.
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STILL UNEXPLAINED.

It should, and we may falrly assume,
would interest many citizens of Van-
couver not a little to learn accurately
what position the Vancouver, Victoria
and Eastern Railway and Navigation
Co. occuples towards the C. P. R. No
doubt Mayor Tempieton, as a director
and leading member of the former syn-
dicate, either knows this, or if he does
not know it, is able to form a tolerably
accurate advance concluston there
anent, but neither he nor any member
of Vancouver's civic deputation to Vic-
tcria has vouchsafed to his constituents
the slightest explanation on the matter.

Yet the citizens of Vancouver have
every right to know the position of the
Mayor and his colleagues in the case.
Clearly, it the Vancouver, Victoria and
BEastern Railway Co., or rather Syndi-
cate, is in opposition to the C. P. R—
as “‘on the surface” indicated—the City
Council of Vancouver is playing rather
fast and loose with the great railroad
company in the matter, since, whiist
professing readiness to meet the C. P.
R. at least half way, and in a friendly
spirit, as regards concessions asked,
they are, as & Councll, actively sup-
porting-What Sir 'Wm. Van Horne de-

- .tlsred.to be & hostile force to'the C. ¥,
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R. If, on the other hand, the rights
of the Vancouver, Victoria and 1Zastern
combination are again to be ‘placed
on the market,” and by the aid of men,
who know the C. P. R. welll to br
transferred for value to that Company,
there I8 an end to the rather wide-
spread notion, that in supporting the
Vancouver, Victoria and Eastern pro-
ject, there is implied the furtherance
of active competition to the C. P. R.,
and the promotfon of a necw and direct
line between the Coast and South Koo-
tenay, via Boundary Creek. The Mayor
and City Council of Vancouver, are, In
{act, on the horns of a dilemma. They
are efther incensistent in their atti-
tude to the C. P. R., or else Inconsis-
tent in thelr attitude towards those
who believe that the Vancouver, Vic-
toria and Eastern Rallroad men really

mean to establish a new and com-
petitive Coast-Kootenay Railroad
route.

Again, therefore, we ask, as regards
Mayor Templeton and his colleagues,
“Where are they at?" not speaking
politically, but as a journal naturally
much interested in the facilitation and
cheapening of the freight and passen-
ger transport services, between Van-
couver, the Boundary Creek country
and South Kootenay, which if satis-
factorily accomplished, means a large
further development of the trade of
the Coast cities and Victoria.

Meanwhile we note, that as has been
too usual in their case, the men of the
Vancouver, Victorla and Eastern Rall-
road syndicate were unprepared to give
to Premier Turner many very neces-
sary details, as to the financial and
general status and bhusiness policy of
their Company. This gave the Hon.
Mr. Turner excellent opportunity for a
temporising reply, pending doubtless
due consideration also of the claims ot
the C. P. R. and the Helnze group of
railroad capitalists. Verily our Pre-
mier and his colleagues of the Provin-
clal Ministry have before them no easy
nor pleasant task in deciding between
or rather among the various claimants
for railroad subsidies in respect of ser-
vices proposed to open up the Boun-
dary Creek country, and to connect it
on the one hand with Kootenay smelt-
ing points, and on the other with the
great trade centres of the Province.
Whatever the Ministerial decislion, big
irterests will surely be offended; and
feeling: oftended and aggrieved, mani-
fest their indignation somewhat prac-
tically In what -will be for them due
season, shottly to arrive, ‘

The situati
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on is lhterestlngly com- .

: plicated all round, and as regards the

— —————
vancouver City Councell, calls for very
neuch further and more detatled ex-
planation, than bas yet reen given.
Whoether this will be carly vouchsafed
seems sumewhat doubtful.  And sl
the “Mining Critic” holds, that in the
end, the C. P. It will be found as usual
“on top,” at the finish, and be the first
te met into and connect with the Coast
und the Kootenays, the fine copper-
gold reglon of Boundary Creek. ‘This
we belleve, because we know that the
means and methods of the great rail-
read are far veaching, and that of a
certainty. Sir Wm. Van Horne *‘means
business.” And when he and his collea-
gues mean husiness, ether in Eastern or
\Western Canada. they “do bhusiness.”
These are facts of practical railroad
politics. and not mere theoretic sug-
gestions of the platform, which the peo-
ple of British Columbia ought by now
to have Icarnt to estimate as regards
1aflroads ot least, at thelr full worth
—little or nothing. The enthusiast
spends his force for naught, the cynic
jromises much, that ke has no inten-
tion of performing, “‘gets there” if he
can, and when he has “got there,” sits
and does nothing to redeem his pledges.

THE RUSH TO CLONDYKE.

The Toronto ‘‘Globe” forecasts a rush
1nto Klondike this Spring of some 500,-
(00 gold-seekers, gold camp followers,
traders and others. In this we fer-
ivently hope, for the sake of human
happiness, and indecd we also belleve
that the “Globe's” estimate will be
falsified. We do, however, expect that
despite all warnings, some 100,000 peo-
ple will, early next year, set out for
the Yukon country. Of these, very
Iikely 25,000 will start from the United
Kingdom, another 25,000 from points in
Canada and Australia, and a remain-
ing host of 30,000 from the United
States. Neecdless to say, four-fitths
will, at an ecarly period, return disap-
pointed, for even Mr. Ogilvie—~whose
estimates are those of a somewhat
sanguine man atbeit an undaunted ex-
plorer and officer of proved worth and
integrity-—only apparently estimates
the gold yield of the accessible Yukon
at about $100,000,000. which he also
scems to think may be got out in ten
years, more or less. There are also
quartz formations bearing gold, but
those found up to date can scarcely
be worked to any profit in 80 hard,
cxpensive and cold a country as the
Yukob, since they are either of low
or moderate grade, and run only trem

o
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$6 to about $11 a ton In gold. Much the
same remark will probably apply to
supposed copper deposits, and the conl
of the far northern Rockles will only
be used as subsidlary to preclous metal
mining. Hence, practically speaking,
those entering the Yukon must depend
In the malin, on a prabable gola output
of $100,000.000, gotten probably in five
years at the carliest. This leaves at
best a return for the perlod of $20,000,-
000 & year, which divided ecqually
amongst 100,000 immigrants, means but
$200 each, or far less than travelling
expenses and a year's maintenance.
But supposing—this being, however, an
Impossibllity—$100 000,000 De got  out
next year, this only means $1000 each
for the 100,000 tollers and attendants on
tollers, which larger sum of $1,000 even
will far less than sutlice to pay travel-
ling expenses to and a Yvear's susten-
ance in a “four dollar g day living"
country. This, of course, again as-
sumes an equal division of the purely
hypothetical $100,000,000 of the year's
output, and makes no allowance for
companies’ big interest on cat.ital, and
for the fact that the only inducement
for most Yukon gold-seekers is the
hope of making, not a paltry sum of
$1,000 or less than living wages for a
year's work, but a return of at least
five times that amount.  Hence we
opine, that it 100,000 people make the
Yuken next year, not one man in ten—
and he must usually ne “tough and
hardy*'—will “really do well*

But it seems almost certain, 23 we
have sald, that 100,000 people will sef
out for the Yukon next Spring—at least
halt of them via B, C.

In view of this certainty, we cannot
urge too strongly, that the C. P. R.
route by the Stickine River, Glenora
and Teslin Lake wil be the best,
safest, and caslest, and reming our
readers that Vapcouver will, for this,
be not only the terminal of the great
railroad hy which most of the gold-
seekers will enter the Provinee, but also
as belng the point of departure of the
C_. P, R. steamers, prove the best out-
fitting point for the Yukon. Vancouver
traders are already ordering big sup-
plies of Northe,n necessities, and wijly
brove amply equal and more than
equal to the eccasion. So in conclu-
slon, we would bid every would-be gola
seeker in the Yukon who reads or hears
of these notes, always remember, that
thg C. P. R, which has its great Wesg-
ern termlnal‘in Vancouver, will supply
absolutely the best means of com-
munication with the Yukon via Van-
couver, which is well renowned for its
outfitting opportunities, ¢s the presence
of such & world famed wholesale store—
roxf example amongst others—as that of
the Hudson Bay Co., well attests,
Obvigusly, therefors, having regard

also to Canada's duties on American -

and other forelgn imports, Vancouver

i now absolutely the best outfitting
- B N .

point In the world for a Yukon gold-
reeker, Victorla bolng, as we must ad-
mit. nearly cqual, and a very geod
second to the Terminal City, the chiet
difference in Vancouver's favor belng
that a journey to Victorla from Van-
couver to outfit, means further travel
at zome small additlonal cost.

Men “who should know,” are ready
Ir. Western parlance to “bet thelr bot-
toam dollar,”” that Messrs, Ross and
Mackenzie,, who now hold controlling
Interests in the Vancouver, Victoria
ond Eastern Raflroad, will In due
course transfer thelr interests to the
C. P, R.. with which they have long
been assuciated in the past,
cqually ready to aver that the outcome
will, for some years to come, be further
and C. P. R. connection of the Koo-
tenays and Boundary Creek with Van-
couver via Hope, sans any ratiroad link
on the line to connect Vancouver with
the south side of the Fraser Valley in
general, and Chilltwack in particular,
The “competing line” iz not even in

sight, declare the men of the V. V. and.

E. syndicate, ever so loudly., and
doubtless in some cases, sincerely, to
the contrary. They are not strong
enough “to buck the C. P. R.” and the
leading ‘ved men behind them are
naturally ake a fair deal
with Canada’s gicat railroad interest.
The C. P. R.'’s rcal fight will, as is
generally opined, be with the Heinze
combine, and this fight they ought
surely to win.

AROUND ROSSLAND.

The niccting of the Josie Company
that was to hiave been held on Monday
last at Rossland, to ratify the sale of
the mine, was adjourned until the 17th
inst., no quorum being present.

The horse that was encountered m the
mpin workings of the Sunset No. 2 has
been pierced and a good-sized vein of

fine looking ore encountered. The tun-

nel is being driven to the shaft, which

will be reached in about 60 feet more of

wdriving. '
Work was resumed on the well-known

" Deer Park property on Monday.,
Work on the East St. Louis has been

temporarily suspended. ]

At the head office of the Le Roi Min-
ing Company in Spokane, the sale of the
mine to an English company is denied.
One shareholder stated that the story was
“pure imagination.”

THE NOBLE FIVE,

This mine is in a very bad way ow-

ing apparently to wiltul mismanage-

ment, which, moreover, may not prove.
to have been altogether directed with.

a single cye to the Interests of the

stockholders. The closing down of the

Bank in respect of its.overdraft, -is.

They are

-thea. :pro,

doubtless In part due to this misman-
vgement, though it may also in part
be ascribed to further depreciation in
sllver. ‘The “Mining Record,” however,
makes the serious charge that the de-
mand for $150,000 further capital, and

‘subsequent fallure to secure it by

harmonious business action of the
sharcholders and dircetors without
prejudice tn the general interests of
investors in the mine, point to an at-
tempt of a firm well known in Victoria,
tc play a cinch game and obtain abso-
lute control of the property by making
an advance of $150,000 on absolutely
its own terms, which will not be at all
easy. The Noble Flve stockholders
should certainly insist on the fullest
explanation of the position, and take
steps to gecure, if possible, reconstruc-
tion of the Company on generally ad-

© vantageouvs lines.

GOLD AND SILVER.

A writer in the London *“Mining
Journal avers, glving reason for his
averment, that the real »rice of gold
should be far nearer £10 an ounce than
its mint value in London or Paris,
which i%, of course, much less than half
that amount. Too little notice is taken
of the fact, that whilst some go:d
miners and gold mining cempanles
make large and others fair profit, yét
iaking the world's gold mining as a
whole, there is more loss than gain,
thus making each ounce of gold gotten
in the world represent an average cost
in cash or equivalent labor, of nearly
£10-an ounce, according to the opinion
of the speclalist, whose views we quote.
The same writer avers, that ere long
the result of so large a proportion of
profitless gold mining, of which the
Yukon will shortly afford a further
host of cxamples, will be that investors
will largely turn from gold mining, as
such, to copper, silver, lead and other
metallic mining. The world's gold out-
put will then grow steadily and rapidly
tmaller. the demand for it as specle
as steadlly increasing, despite all aid
given to paper and other substitutes by
governments and banks. The early
ultimate outcome of this state. of
things will then be a general re-adop-
tion of silver as currency by the na-
tions of the world. There is certainly
much evidence to support this seeming-
1y bold conjecture.

ANOTHER LE ROI DIVIDEND.

The Le Roi Mining Company, the
one great working mine of -Rossland
at the present time, has declared an-
other dividend of. $50,000, making a
total distribution of $675,000 to date. B..
C. needs a.few.more Le-Rol-mines and.

“less company flotations in England. of .

the: wrong .type. Qur Province -would.
gress rapidly.- -edough. ;for-

everybody:
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HALL MINES SMELTER.

Wil Probably Shut Down To-night for
Hepalis,

It fs expected that the IHall Mines
smelter will shut doswwn to-night go a4
to allow a tiew foundation tu be bullt
under the engines, the one now in use
Lelug worn and faulty. The shut
down wlill give the company an oppc.-
tunity to repair the plast furnace,
should It be found thut any repairs are
needed. The tramway is ahead of the
mine, and the stop will allow the latter
tc get a quantity of ore on hand. The
quantity of oie coming down lately
has been very fine, and a correspond-
ingly large amount of madte has been
produced.

A Jarge amount of customt ore is on
hand, particularly from the War
Fagle at Rossland., Last weck a ship-
nient of ahout 30. tons was received
from Evening Star No. § on Dayton
Creek, but this will probably be used
when the blast furnace is blown in.
The Athabasca, on Toad mountain, has
just shipped about 100 tons, which will

he used in the calcining furnace as ;

soon ac it starts up. The new roaster
and reverberatofy furnaces are pro-
gressing favorably and will probvably
bLe ready to blow in by Christmas.

FORT STEELE.

F. B. Smith, of Unlon, went through
on Monday to Coal Creek to take
charge of the Toal Company's Work-
ings there.
cmploy of the Dunsmuirs on Vancou-
ver Island for a long time, as superin-
tendent, and will ill a similar position
here. Mrs. Smith came in with. him,
and will remain at Fort Steele during
the Winter.

Ross Mackenzie, who enjoys the
reputation of being the finest lacrosse
player that ever handled a * stick,”
and who occuplies a position on the
Crow's Nest Rallway, under M. J.
Haney, was in town ths week., He left
here for Moyle, where he will prob-
ably be located during the Winter.—
“ The Prospector.”

F. B. Smith, of Union, went through
orn Monday to Coal "Creck to take
charge of the coal company's workings
there. Mr. Smith has been {n the em-
ploy of the Dunsmuirs on Vancouver
Island for a long time as superinten-
dent, and wiil fill a similar position
here. Mrs. Smith came in with him and
wiil remain at Tort Stcele during the
Winter,

NELSON.

Nelson, Nov. 10.—~Mr. Justice Wal-
kem gave judgment:to-day. in the case
of the Centre Star vs. the Iron Mask,

contlnulng the Judgment agalnst the

detendant, and teleasing the plaintlﬂ
from the undertaking not to proceed

Mr. Smith has been in the.

st e agm wm S . e o e —— ————————

to the Iron Muask g:
will be made hefore
November 22nd.

Yesterday J. H. Smith, of Rossland,
representing the Bank of Halifax, was
in Nelson. It is stated upon the Lest
of authority that the bank intends to
cstablish & branch In this city, and
that Mr. Smith's visit was for .the
purpose of aelectlng a suitable loca-
tion. n this lmnl\ estabiishes o branch
hove, it will give Nelson three hanks.

Nelson to-day recelved an intimatlon
that Winter g very near, the first
snow of the season falling., It was of
short duration, only staying on the
ground a few houts. The snow on the
hills has gradually crept down, untll
now they are pretty well covered,

Within a few days the Provincial
Government will begin the sadly neecd-
ed addition to the Nelson Court fouse.

Only such good citizens as have paid
their taxes can vote at the next muni-
clpal election. The voters' list IS now
open at the City Hall.

Nelson, Nov. 10.—Mr., Justice \Val-
ke gave judgment to-day In the case
of the Centre Star vs. the Iron Mask.
continuing the injunction against the
defendant and releasing the pleutift
from the undertaking not to proceed
to the Iron Mask ground. An appeal
will be made before the Full Coutt
on November 22nd.

Yesterday J. H. Smith, of Rossland,
representing the Bank of Halifax, was
in Nelson. It is stated upon the best
of authority that the bank intends to
establish a branch in this City, and
that Mr. Smith's visit was for the pur-
pose of selecting a suitable location.
12 this bank establishes a branch here
it will give Nelson three banks.

Nelson to-day recelved an intimation
that Winter is very near, the first snow
of the season falling. It wau of short
duration, only staying on the ground
a few hours. The snow on the hills
has gradually crept down, until now
they are pretty well covered.

Within a few days the Provincial
Government will begin the sadly need-
ed addition to the Nelson Court House.

Only such good citizens as have paid
thelr taxes can vote at the next muni-
cipa! eclection. The voters' list is now
oupen at the City Hall

_nd.  An appeal
the Full Court on

J e

WONDERFUL LEDGES.

———

They are Situated Tyenty Five Miles
East of Argenta.

During the week 8ome ore was
Lrought into Nelson from the East
Xootenay district that established be-
yond all doubt the fact that there is
.some very high grade ore there. For
divers reasons:the name of the party
making.the discovery is withheld,

It aprbeam that the prospector made
hls way ‘up the old Government trail
from Arsenu. tor s distance of about
% mtles to: ‘the now famous Jumbo and

Mineral claims on Toby Creek.
a short dixtance northward he run
aereoss surface  showings  that  were
greater than anything he bad ever seen
hefore,  The. ledges cropped out fifty
feet wide in places, and lald on the
ground in  great boulders weighing
ahout two and three tons. He made
three locationd under the names of Iron

Golng

. Norse, Elk Horn and Matterhorn, Go-

. ing over
;

the divide, he again found

, tnurmous croppings, and located three
~mure claims under the names of King

" Sotomon Island.

Assays on the sam-

. bles brought in ran as high as 78 ounces

' matte from the smelter.

in silver, 38 per cent. capper, and $16
fn gold.

The ore makes a handsome appcar-
ance, and a lurge portion of it looks like
It also con-
talns copper pyrites and peacock cop-
per, The vast extent of the ledges
guarantee that they will be developed
into mines bhefore many seasons, It {s
now too late to get into the district, as
the ground Is completely covered with
snow, and stor 8 of fearful violence
are liable to .p at any hout, The
outlock §s that will be a rush into
that district next The new finds
are about 16 mules et of Winder-
man Lake.

-~

DEAL SAID TO BF CLOSED.

The Le Rol Mine Sold to an English
Syndicate.

That the deal for the sale of the

Le Roi mine to a I.ondon syndicate.

for a price between $5.000,000 and '$6.-
500,000, has been practically ciosed ‘is

the information that has come in a
private cablegram f{rom ‘Londo'n.

Particulars are not obtainable, and
the report is not entirely authenticat-
ed, but those who ciaim to have in-
forination say there is no doubt as to
the reliability of the news.

It is announced that the private
cable brings information that Rath-
tHurn, the English expert who examin-
ed the mine, has returned to London
with a favorable report, and that there
is no doubt the syndicate which has
Leen negotiating for the purchase of
the property will cleose the deal as’
specdily as possible. It is further
stated that the Rothschilds are in-
directly hehind the syndicate. W hether

“or not the Rio Tinto Company, which

endeavored to make terms for & pur-

chase some months ago, figures ‘in

the deal, could not be learned. -

When Senator Turner-and Col. Pey-

ton went to London, it was generally

understood they went to- confer” with'
some capli~'sts regarding the prop-
crty, althot sh it was given out by.
them that their trip had no such-ob-.
ject. The report that now comes
would.geem to indicate that their trip
had some connection with a ‘eale.’
Thelr presence In London. would tend
to confirm the report.—" Spokecmm-

Review.”
s
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THE SLOCAN.

‘The Ihex Mining Campany i3 in difli-
culties, and unless fuds to pay ol the
indebtedness, amounting to about SH000,
ate raised in a few days, tie mine will
be sold to satisfy the creditors. It iy
stated that about $12,000 worth of treas-

ury stock has been sold, prineipally in
the North \West Territories.
Messva. R, Mackenzie and P € Ane

drews, of ‘Toronto, have pusrchased a con-
trolling interest in the Mountmn Queen
and Inverness claiims, on the North Fork
of Carpenter Creck.

From 18 to 25 men being em-
ployed at the Queen DBess mune and a
wagon roud to the Queen Less will short-
v be completed.  “Fhe mine vl ship all
Winter,  The ore being nuned assays
150 onncees in sijver and 70 per cent Jead,
A strike was made lately on the Queen
Bess and 36 inches of o1e we ¢ expused,
About 2,010 feet of developrent work
his been dotie, the largest tuimnel being
450 feet long, and the greatest depth
20 feet.  The mine is looking extretnety
well and a large guantity of ove has been
blocked ont,

The Canudinn group, near the Rath,
has just shipped o sample car of ore. No
more will be shipped till Spring, when  a
coneentrator will Le built.

Work has been started on the Silver
Nuggett, in which Mr. Hugh Sutheriand
is largely interested.  lle is expected at
the property shortly. when the force will
be acreitsed ANg Work colitiied st
Winter.

Ore shipments from Sandon tor the
week ending Oct. 28th, amonnting ta 350
tons, from the following mines: Payue,
400 tons: Ruth, lud; Goodenough, 15;
Last Clmm-c, Jdo.

T HF GOLDEN C: \(,lll.

ate

Superintendent  Rives, of the Golden
Cuche Mines, Limited, who has just ve-
tured to the mine from a visit to San
Francisco, telegraphed yesterday to the
Company’s Sceretary  that “everything
was going right at both tihe mine and the
mill.*

1t is proposed to run the mill con-
tinuously till December 4th, when a
clean-up will be made.

THE FE R\' \Il\’

Adviegs from Nelson state that a clean-
up will shortly be made at the Fern imine,
situnted-at Hall's Siding, near there.
About $10,000 in bullion is now en route
from the mine to the San Francisco miut,
but the clean-up will not be made for a
few days. ‘Ten extra stamps have been
ordered for the mill, and it is expected
that they will be on the ground Ly De-
cember )st. The company will also es-
tablish an electric, lighting systan, which
will probably be in operation Ly Decem-
ber 1lst.

PR

ST10CK QUOTATIONS.

Corrected Weekly by Percy W, Charfeson, Min-
tni Brok: °, 417 Hastings St , Vancouver,

Comvaxies, e oF | Patt | price
T VL CREEK.
Alb--rm .......... cere 00, wisL 8
C. bold King... %,mﬂ,om ¢ o ’ 10
n (- Gold Fields .. | os000m 200 11
Vel aeesarcsase 27000 1
Rix ¢ lief. 1,60 OO0 )
Bix ‘I'heee S5N.000 O 10
Biue hird 171X 00 10
Rruee..o. £.000.00 00 10
Buite .. S0N000 00 1%
¢ alemionian Con, 200,000/ ) (5179
Californla ... 270,000 00 8
Jo& Civennns 00,000 w
Coolrie ()llu('ll 50.000/ 00| 7%
Centie Star, 509,000 o)
Colanng.e oo oo ol 1,000,900 W N
Connn.nmh-r ...... 510,000 00 18
A l 000,000 0
100,000 oY 12
| 10
500.000 oof 20
Enterpris O0U 00 20
Tiie, 000,000 0 04
Ulve nin.: sty 0000 0 9
Ceorpea, o, 000, 0 104
Gertinde. . vevees oe.n 500,000 (LD 10}
Golden Dripecee.... BON.00N0 100 1
Gatden Queen., 1.000.000 100
Greut Wostern 1,0001.000 1™ )
Hauttic Brow 10,0001 107 8
Helen.. G0.w 10y 04
Higen O 0.y 0¢ 4'%
Blaaerze~tand 100,000 00 5
Idaho... . SR o0
Trperial,., 1.00%0.000 00 05
tude p(‘uduut 1000000} ol W
Tron Horse.. oob 100G 0] 15
Tron Mask...o.ooe oo, on 40
© e ieesanes o, w
Jdosie ... 14 ]
INNUO ey oo 0) 1w
ke mi-Fempls X 4 04
I utcn 1o London.. .| 100,000 100 10
DI T S, 000 50 8w
f.Hy Dy, 1,000,004 1 00) 13
Muyid swer. 1,000,000 10 12
[THARN TN 00,106 1
Mot TR0 1) 2)
Monte Cristo, 1,000,000 + 00, 19
Morning Star ... . 1,000,000, 1000 7%
Nest Brgeeieainne. S00.0 1 00! 3%
Nurthein Belleaee.. | Lo 1001 10
Novtiern. ... ... veee] 2,000,000 00l sl
[S 0 [ N 1.00(.1K%) [t H] 1}
Pato Ao . $AR0.0001 w 5
P L., 00,000 W 12
Panginun 0,00 w
ROE. L w w0 124
Ited Mous 10 w1
Bt Poiut... X XTT R U]
Roshester, . 500,00 00
Rosslund Star, .| 1.000000] 100; 15
Howsbund, Red M't'n.| 100000 0,
St.EImo.... . ......| 100000 : 4
Stelanbociiiies. bt 1000000 W 8
Silverine., ... H00,000 0w 3%
Southern'0. & W. 0. 600.000 00| N
Saltass, . ..., .....0 1,000,000 | 10
‘Trail \hu!ng Con 250,000{ 100 001
ko, . ) 00N lu)l
Virgini & 50000 100, 14
var tsazle Con .00, 100 us
West Le ol . HrLu (R
White Bear ., 2,10, 000 10 1
Youuge British Aw..] 100000 10 W
AINSWVoORTH.
l\«‘llh...... cessenanan. 0.0 1 00 12
Flles.. veee .. ) 1,000,000 100 07
BOUNDALY
O1d Ironsides..... . [ 1,0000000 100] 12
CAMP McKINNEY
Cartbrueceeeecaeaed]  800000] 100/ 54
CAMYP FAIR VIEW,
Oceldental ..., 00 W
NELsO
Exchwguer, o0 10
1Tatl Mines. . 00
NORTHPORT.
Ied Tape..... ... .} 10000~ g100f 10
SILOCAN.
Jk},hulmscw l.g‘og.ﬂn } & 33
atnn ), !
Bondhald oo 108 12
onudholde o
falo.. .. 150,000 28 -]
Cumberland. 500,000{ 10 00
Dardenelles.. 1,000,000 100 16
Grcy 000! 100 .
1,000,000 _2:00f .10
kooteuuy-Columbu 400] -100 00!

-

CORPANIXS, o, ox VIA’;‘:,‘EI Price
Noble Five Oun ...
Itwwbler Con......... gl IR A
Blowun Stur.., | Moo Tl 4
‘;luus'zilnow e e W.000] 10 (u
Vashington..
Woadurtul,...... {.%ﬁ;{: }% 2:’
TRXADA 1SLAN1!
’l’exndn Pwprletar_v 100000014  w'so2n
Yun A 6000w 1w 8
Vlotorla-’l oxuda... . 00,000 ast 9y
ALBERNI DIST.
Alberni M't'n Ruso.
Alberni Yoo, . i‘z(lm,;,ﬁm” {& ‘1'2”
Mineral Creek..... . 500,000/ 100 Yy
Minoral Hallcooees ol g0 0
Quadra.., secee-..... X 100 w
CARIN0OO
Oariboo Gold Fivlds | g5
Cartbuo Hydrawiic. ’:52'3‘&? 5«0l 50
columbin & Cuvlboa | Jooovol 7 ool 25
Hnrseﬂy flydraulic, , 0,000, \
Horselly Gold M. Co | 1,000000, 10 00, 150
Slongh Creek....... , 000 1 00 60
LILLOOET DIST.
Golden Cacho....... 500,000 100] 160
Lillovet Gold Reefa.| 2oy &Nf 2%
Dom.n Developmen.. 90,000 25 s}
Alp!m RBell ..... 690.0:0 100 .45
Oayoosh Orcek Mincs!  500900]  100] o
B. C. Minjuy P'ros-
pectars® Exchange.| 1002.000 2] 2%
Excelsior..ccooeaae.. | G000  t00l 3

Dividends pah\ to date are as follows: le
T, Wur lagle (Uld Cowmpany),
B15500; Tambler-Carlboo. SK0: 1 Cco, 1540,
000; Slocun Star. 350,000 (,urlb«m. £150,000.
uotaiulon sevelopment, 8178138

It Is cstimated tlat the proms of themines
subjoinéd have returned the sums pluce
oppusite thuir respective names:

PUYNO. o oeasss S20,000 Guodunuugh. 0 835,000

Idaho,.oeooi. 152, 00 Noble Flv + 50,000
Poorman...... 5000 Northern ucllc.. 20'000
Ruth.. ... 60.(00 Antolne.. o ool 10,000
Whitowater... 40,00 Suvprise. . Y

Washiogton, 20,000 Monitor... .. 15000
Sloeay Bov... B 00 Last Chance.. .. 50.000

B.C. Minigg Prospector’s

Exchang_g, tdo . . . . &

612 Cordova St., Vancouver, B.C.

MINING, DEVELOPING,
PROMOTING AND 8B1O-
KERAGCE AGENCY .

Free Ililling Giold :

Also Gold, Copper, Gal-

ena and Copper Pro-

positions to sell or bond

Agencies in the principle fin
ancial centres.

Call or write for particulars to
Secreury..

Mo Book and oood.lhimn‘ ' I8

HICKS + BROS.
HACKS, CARRIAGES " EXPRESSES

WACKS on l'l‘AID DAY AND, B108T
Oonct of Oonlmuul Abbmamoh REXE

Mudlﬂ. ’l.:-“ﬂh num

B o
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AINSWORTH CAMP. trict hias been done by an American com- INTERNRTIONRL
—_— pany, called the Indiana, of which Mr.
The prospect of the early starting of | N. C. Murphy is the active snperiatend- NAVIGAT'“" &, Tn‘n'“ﬂ no
the Pilot Bay smelter has had a good | ent. This company, said Mr. Shannon, Limited,

effect on Ainsworth camp. The No. 1
mine is making regular shipments to
Pilot Day, and work is being pushed
ahead on the Tariff, which is owned by
the lessces of the smelter. As there ure
about 1,000 tons of ore on the Tarilf
dump, and the property is in pretty good
shape, it will doubtless be able to mect
the smelter’s requirements of 60 tons per
dey. Some twenty men are workiug
on the Highland, The Stevensons have
an 8-foot body of ore in this property.
The concentrator was started upon ¥ri.
day, aud regular shipments will ahortly
be made. The tramway frotn the High-
Jand is working well, delivering 50 tons
of ore every ten hours.

Woodbury Creek will, it is expected,
veceive a large share of attention next
Summer. There have already been 75
to 100 locations staked around the head
of the creek.

THE PILOT BAY SMELTER.

Within the last few days the negotin-
tions between the owners of the Pilot
Bay smelter property and Messrs. Braden
Brothers, have been completed. The Jat-
ter gentlemen have taken a lease of the
property with an option for the purchase
of it within a certain time. It is, there
fore, probable that before long the works
will again be in full operation. ‘The con-
ditions for successful operation are much
more favorable now than they were a few
years age, while the improved transporta-
tion facilities, which will be secured with-
in the next few months, will put an en-
tirely different phase on the problem of
profitable smelting at Pilot Bay. With
cheaper fuel and the possibility of obtain-
ing the selection of ores requisite for sat-
isfactory and economical operation of the
smelter, added to the practical knowledge,
ample financial resources and cxtensive
connections of the new proprietors, there
should not be much doubt of successful
results at the Pilot Bay smelter. The
addition of another smeiting plant to
those at present in West Kootenmay will
be hailed with pleasure throughout the
district, and Messrs. Braden Brothers’ op-
erations will be followed with interest Ly
mine-owners and others,

SUMMIT CITY.

At the New: Westminster banquet to
Sir Charles Tupper a vepresentative :of!
the News-Advertiser had a-seat near M.,
Thorrias Shannon, of the Surrey Mining
Company, “Who 'has been locking after
four chims‘ owned by that company in
Summit City. Mr. Shannon told of the\
remarkable progress that’ camp had mnde”
this year. About‘10 claims were: reoord-
ed up'to Sépt:, 1896; now the: number'is’
qnita 1;000 “The chief vork i’n “the- dis-

-

is not afraid to spend moncy if it sces
something is comning back. The company,
under Mr. Murphy, has in fuct opened up
the district. 1t spent over $500 in mak-
ing  trail from the Nicola Trail to Smm-
mit City. The chief clnim is the Star
Mr. Shmunnon has  secured some good
chiims for his company, and says that in
hia opinion the district is one of the best
in British Columbia. e has seen no bet.
ter surface showings in the Provinee sind
declares that for the amount of work
done there is more to show for jt than
in any ather cawyp in British Columbia.

THiE GREAT WESTERN OF SLUCAN,

The yeturns for the 13th car of ore
shipped from the Great Western, operated
by the Two Friends Company of this
City, have just been received. ‘Lhe car
contained 13 1-2 tons of concentrates, and
the net returns, after p.ying $231.90
duty, were $763.08.

1t is understood that the Washington
wine intends to largely increase the capa-
c¢ity of its concentrator, and also to put
in practically o new plant.  Thus, if the

Two Friends Company still continues to
have its concentrating ore treated at the

Washington will, much larger retucns
may be expected, as samples of the tail-
ings assayed by Mr. W. Pellew-Harvey,
of this City, have given a value of $9
per ton, and this, with improved machin-
ery, will be saved.

Myr. George Turner, the Company’s Su-
perintendent, has returned to the mine,
and is making arrangements to prosecute
development work all Winter.

THE EXCELSIOR.

The following is an extiact from Su-
perintendent Jensen’s report, dated No-
vember 7th: In regard to the claim, the
upper tunnel shows 151 feet, and all in
quartz. The rock is ribboned with fine
seuns of black tale and schist, and a little
glate, in fine layera. The quartz itself
looks immensely well, and even if low in
value, should make it an immense pro-
perty. ‘The lower tunnel is now in 18
feet, having made excellent progress last
weck. I have not yet reached the ledge
proper, having started underneath it, but
about one half the face is now in quartz,
80 that I expect in ore more week to be
in quartz altogether. .

GOOD FOR NELSON.

Nelson is rapidly uforging to the
front, and there is now little doubt,
that alded by C. P. R. connections, and
made by that Company & central point
for its operations in West Kootenay,
the city will become first and foremost
amongst the towns of that district. The

* mine exports made.via the port of Nel-
son tell a satlnuctorny significant tale,
having-been-in October valued at $885,-
- 050, ‘the; heavleat “ohit !oul record by

\ more. thln $100,000.
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Steamers. * INTERNATIONAL® & * ALBERTA "
On the Kootrnay Lake and River.

TIME CARD

In Effect 12 July, 1897, Subject to Change
Without Notice.

Five Mile Pulm Cunncetion with all Pas-
sehger Trums ofthoN. & F. 8. R. R,
to and from Northport Ross.
Iund and sSpokane.

Tickets sold rnd Baggage checked to all U.8, Polnts

Lonvo KWuslo for Noléon and way points,
didly eaecept Sundays, fdda.m.,

Arrive Nourthport 12:16 p.m.; Rosslund, 3:40
p.an,; Spokane, 6 paa.

Lonve Nolson for Kaslo and way polats,
dally oxceept Sunday, 5:30 pan.

Leaving Spokanu 8 s, m .3 Rossiard, 10:30
a.m.; Northport, 1:30 p.m

New Setvice on :.ootcnay Lake.

Teave Nulsou for Kusly, ete., ‘Lues,,
Wed , Thurs., Frl., Sat. e o0
Arrive K880 ..on.s cosoeseasce saesde wpm.
Leavo Kuslo for Nelson, ote., Mon..
Tues., Wod., Thuts, Fricc.ceo... 4:00p.m,
Arrive Nelsoa.. cererees 8:00 pan,

G. ALEXANDER, General Manager.

Mines and Prospeets.

W Thos. Newman

Author “Hidden Mines,” otc.; late
englucer in churgo for the British Cana-~
diin Gold and Sliver Mines Cu., Limited,

WILL EXAMINE

Aund report on MiNEs aud PROSPECTS,
with specific valuation where desirable,
Also p.un, estimaze and supervise de-
velupment. Spectarty—Ui'he appnise.
meny of Prospects and -

NEW CAMPS.
Box 29: - KA"'.OUPS, Blcc

THE ACME WALLET
Patented United States, Canads, England,
SOME OF THE REASRONS FOR ITS POPULARITY.

IT IS: 1. A mere fraction tho_cost and,
welght of old styles. = 2, callg alm lo
uud_ new in form plcases ‘AT SIGHT,

Tesumunlals from hundreds of prom-
lnent. bustness and professional men. 4. A
* BOON ** to prospectors and m!
REMIT for hinndsome !cath«.r su.mple. G"xﬂ!‘.
+ 4%X10, 60c.; 5x11, ?5¢. Cush or stum
Numo in gold lettors, 15c. extra. Goods
livered in U. 8. without duty.

ENSIGN PUB. Co. - St. Thomas, Ont

The Oriental Hotel,

The [lost Prominent Hotethmvoéc

EVERYTRING FIBST CLASS -
GRIEVE & BLANCHFIELD, « - hopﬁotot
VANCOUVER, B. C. i

SPECIAL OFFER TO

SUBSCRI BERS o
. 7
Read Advertisement o, page 3-
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TO THE YUKON VIA EDMONTON

Ot

A Reuter telegram, dated Liverpool,
(Eng.), October 28th, indicates that,
despite the grave diffleultios nnd due
gers of the route, a party of Buglish-
men means at this late period of the

monton, although the route
has been by many deelared practically
Impassable in its present state. 1t is,
however, possible, as the  telegram
quoted below incicates, that one of
the leaders of the party may know
some speclal detour which may facill-
tate: their -travel, The despateh runs
a8 follows:

Ampn'g the passengers on hoard the
Domlilon Line steamicr, Labrador,
which salled from Liverpool to-day
for Montreal, were Messrs. Clatworthy
and Moloney, the advance members of
a party of 12 Englishmen who are
bound for the Yukon gold flelds by an
overland trall, which they claim to be
far easler than the route via the Alas-
kan coast, and which §s known only
t ,ql\d_ Jlydson .Bay traders and Cana-
diay ‘Gﬁi;éx\:nmenhsurvoyorﬂ. Mr. Clat-
Vorthy; Who 13 the leader of the party,
has known the Northwest since 1850,
at which time he was a civil engineer
on the Canadian Pacific Rallway. He
“has also been on surveying expeditions

as far north as the Great Bear Lake,
on that occaslon traversing part of the
route which is now to be followed, In
1882 he; was-with an expedition of 176
men and 230 horses through a portion
of- this'reglon, In mid-Winter.
.:-.Mr...'A)bert.‘Moloney is a bhrother of
Dr.: J. Moloney, the well-known Afri-
can explorer, who died somewhat sud-
denly some months ago, on his return
from an expedition in Central Africa.
The cook of. the Arctic yacht, Wind-
wargd, goes in the same capacity with
this expedition. The party hope to
reach the Yukon district early in Feb-
ruary>the- idea being to he on the
ground ‘before the expected rush next
Spiing.’ .
““Arier Purdhasing provisions in Mont-
real, Messrs. Clatworthy and Molone)y
will be joined by the remainder of the
expedition, in charge of Mr. F. Uen-
nett, who will arrive in Canada a week
later, travelling by the State of Cali-
fornia, due at Montreal on November
i8thr~——n--

Theég_l}nzga.?agtxz\\‘lll then proceed to
Elwmonton, in Alberta, N. W, T., the
most-northerly- station on the Cana-
dian “Pdcifk,"@nd four days distant
from Montreal. At Edmonton, §0 pon-
fes and 24 sledges will be purchased,
and about 10 days will be spent in
xhaklng the final preparations. The
expedition Is to be well equipped in
the:matters of food, clothing and gen-
eral stofed.>: Provisions, mostly in a
highly concentrated form, sufficient to
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fast the party for 12 months, will be
Lakett, Al the men will have Winches-
tar rifles and  revolvers, with  7.000
touds of amnmanttion, and o addition
tr an outiit of selentllie instruments
o the latest type, and complete seta
o mining and boring tools, doors and

S ndows for the huts to be erected on
year to make for the Yukon, vin 13d- -

thenee -

-he has bheen along

be Included in  the
clothing, suits  of
leather  and  corduroy, with Persian
fombecape and  furs, will be worp,
‘Tuo bell tents and a cooking tent will
also furm part of the equipient. From
Fadmonton, the distance to the Stewart
Rivar 18 Lost mites, and this it is pio-
posed to eaver by datly marches of 15
Lo 20 miles.  Keeplng to the east side
of the Roeky Mountains, the country
dueseribied befng, for the most
part, rolling pratrie, there bhelng no
mountaing or passes along the entire
toute. Several rivers will have to he
croseed. Phe Athabasca, qabout 230
feet wide, will be crossed at Fort As-
sihoine in sledges, and  the Deace
Hiver at  the Smoky River, crossing
whare there an old Hudson Bay
post. ‘ifug iver, which in Summer §s
very taptd and Qiflicudt, and i conses
ltenice duer not afford good ice cross-
g when frozen, will be crossed by
Dwalis of life lines, men, horses and
sicdges all being carrled over In slings,
With the exception of the Liard River,
which will be ciossed at Toad River
post, and the Pelly RUver, there will
be no other streams of importance to
be erossed until the expedition reaches
the Yukon.

During the fiist part of the journey
{rom lidmonton, there are at intervals
Indian settlers and traders, and also
seven log houve poxts of the Hudson

Bay Company. Some of the latter arve,
however, deserted during the tWinter

The chief difficulties are to be expected

durincg the latter part of the journcy,
where thiere are no posts along the

route. It s claimed by the members of
the expedition that all witl be fairly
olain sailing as compared with the
difficuit passes which have to be ne-
gotiated by the various coast routes.
1L is not thought that the temperature
will fall lower than 45 degrees Lelow
beiow zero. Mr, Clatworthy says that
portions of the
route in mid-Winter, when there has
been practivally no snow. On the other
hane, even if the Winter be exception-
ally severe, the party can only he
hemmed in by the snow at certain
stages. It is hoped to make Stewart
River by February.

will
For

the Yukon,
cquipment,

13 as
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FRASER RIVER CONSOLIDATED
GOLD, LIMITED.

" Under this heading, an appeal has
recentiy been made to British capitat
for £40,000, out of an awthorised capi-
tal of £130.00, with a view to take up

and- exploit, by-dredging, various min---

UL NRIT

Tlme ‘s able Na. 6, Lo take effect July 3,1897.

EANTBOUND,

Nuot e setper (datly vxeopt. Suuduy3
Leaoes Rossland ™ o0 Lo, 3.0 p.,
ArHvesnt et csieiiiiees oon 350 P,

No 4 pissenger vdatly)

Leaves Rosshindicoa, e o 0 a.m,

Lo Artivesat Tl verene seeedd200u.m,

Nu. 6 passenger (duily oxee s Snmluy_‘)
Leaves iossluand.,, ., creseses 200 0.,
Arrives a1 coienes ToY UM,

WESTROUND.

No, i passencer (datly except Sunduy )

Laewrves Toall, . e 208 0m,

Arrrvasin Rossland, ... . Y30 dan,
No. 1 pisseprer alnlbly)

Levos"Pradl L., cree o e seel 1280 pum,
LoArivestn Rosslundooevenienan, §oit L.,
No. S s opger tdatly excopt Sunduy )

L Y | D O o1 pau.

Arvivesin Rossland  ....... wees OO DM,
Connecetions nud \vllhl all boats areiving

ad degiu ing From ‘Peall,
Grsnran Orricns:
TRAM. B.C.

B, P. QUTELIUS,
Uen. Supt.

FOR PUGET SOURD POINTS

= 5. ROSALIE

.
Loeaves Vietorin (eacept Sunduys, tur Port
Townsend. Seattle and Pucomnt, 2t 8.9 P N,
makiine close conneetion at Vietogn wisi,
the S8, Churmer: * veturning leaves o o
ally (except Sundays) at 10 w.n,

Putsesgrors nay, 1f destred, remain on
howrd at’ seattle for Lréankfast. us steamor
lies ug hier doek until! 10 ., when she leaves
for Victorfu.

Round trip tiekets at reduced rates.
tlekets s fuformation cull on

J. K. DEVLIN, dgent,
75 Government St.

Urion Steauship Co., of B.C, Ltd.

Head Offlece and Whart

VANCOUVER, B.0.

For

AT

Northern Sottlementg—S8. Comox suits
from Compuny's Whirt every ‘Tuesiny
at 0 oo for Bowen Ishind, Howe
Suyund. Scehelt, Jervis Tnlot, Froeck, 1ax-
ndn Islund,  Lund, Hornando Islund
Cortez Isinnd, Read Islund, Valdez Ish.nd
Shoul Iay, Phillips Arm, Frederick Avm.
Thurlow” Islund,  Longhborough Inlst.
Salmon River, Port Nevilie, und sails
every Friday at 3 p.m., for wu{ ports and
Sho;xl $3uy. callhing at Bitn Inlotevery six
weeks,

Rivers Inletand Naas River—SS, Cuquite
Lun sivds on Sth anu2nud of cach month
and will proceed to uny purtof the Const
shonld inducements oifer,

Moadyvilla and North Vancouver Yerry--
Tauves Moodyville: ¥, 9:15, 10:45 12, noo..
2,4 and 5:45°p.m.  Lewves Vancouses ¢
35 0, L2, L1 pan., 3405, 5.15 aud 6.2.¢
Callinge at. North Vancouver cach way
excepting tho noon trip.

Fraight Steamors--SS, Capiluno and 8. 8.
Coquitinm, eapicity 350 tons, D.W,

Tugsand Scows alwas uvallable for towhng
and freighting business. Largo storuge
aecommodation on company’s whart

- H.DARLING,

Manager
‘Lelephouce 94,

O ———

RAND BROS.
STOCK AxD MINING BROKERS
Real Estate Agents
CAMBIE STREET, - <
Vanqouv'er, -

B.C.
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ing lases on the Fraver. The whole
prospectus §8 vague, and far (rom yoe
assvring, and there are evidently big
promotion profits hehind an undertak-
fng of a very doubtful natuie ay ve-
gards chanees of  success, dredging
having, up to date, fatled bhedly on the
Frager, It Is to Le hoped, though in-
formation Is not yet to hand, that the
cffurt to tloat this company falled,
There Is a plentiful lnck of assurance
to the Investing publlc about its pros-
peetur, though a cable despateh quot-
ed therein states that somewhere on
the Fraser, somebody named Benttie
recently  cleaned up, by dredging,
$4000 In three weeks, using a small
plant.  Mr. Beattie's somewhat sur-
prising gucress  under  the  clreum-
.ostances seems to have attracted but
lttle notlce In British  Columbia,
wlhere such news of a gold dredging
fchievement would be welcomed, in
the case particulavly of such a river
a8 the Fraser, in which previous at-
tempts have proved so singularly
abortive, a3 1 general rule, suve In the
case of operations on a small scale, on
speeially favorable small deposits.

A despatch to the Victoria * Tinles "
from San Francisco says:

“ Iassengers who arrvived this worn-
ing on the steamer Clty of Sydney de-
tlare that the burled treasure of Cocos
Islund hasg been discovered, snd that
ene of their number knows where it
is. This man is Augustus Whidden,
partner of A. Gissler, who left this
port in the sloop Haysved about five
yYears ago, in search of the wealth.*

As will be remembered, when the
schooner, on which the expedition coms-
manded by Captain  Fred. Hackett
sailed from Cocos Island to return to
Victoria, after an unsuccessful search
for the buried treasure, Captain Aug-
ustus \Whidden, the passenger veferred
to in the despatch, in company with
A. Livingstone, another Victoria seal-
ing man, remalned behind. When the
tlagship Imperieuse returned, last
Wednesday, after unsuccessfully
scarching for the trea%ure, she brought
news that Whidden had left the Is-
land, and had gone to Punta Arcnas
with Gissler, while Livingstone was
still en the Island. Notwithstanding
that' Charles Harford, who came to
Victoria on the schooner Aurora, and
who claims to have discovered the
treasure, says that Captain Whidden
could not find the treasure, there arc
many who are of the opinion that he
has. Among these are many on board
the Imperieuse,.
the party sent ashore by the flagship,
under: Lieut. "Lee, had dig according
to Qirections, they located a slab of
slate, which showeéd-evidences of hav-
lng heen moved before their arrival.
They could not rzuse the slah, or éven
get -dowi ‘to it, owing to the ratay
smon tha,.hole.aas fast as: it.was :

-

They say that when -
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evacuated, flling with water, For two
daya this party worked, and then they
were recalled by the Admlrx\'l. and the
ship left. In order that the lvcation
of the treasure~for they believed they
had locatal ft—ghould not be Kknown
to the resldents of the island, it is sald
they were detained on the tlagship

unti!  the work wag over, amld the
traces ‘or'the digging obliterated,
Harford was taken back on  the

warship to San Jose de Guatemala,
where he was left, and the warship
procceded to Victorin, 1. M, 8. Am-
phion was met and ordered down to
wnatemala, and, it Is sald by ofllcers
of the lmpericuse, she was to go from
there to the fsland to continue the
search, taking Harford down from
San Jore de Guatemals, to direct the
aperations,

\WVhen Harford came to Vietoria, in
Augugt last, and told the story of his
aiscovery, he described mmany strange
wdventures with Gissler, who, be says,
fa his mortal enemy. 1t was for fear
of deathh at the hauds of this ian, he
sald, that he refrained from digging
up the thirty milllon dollars' worth of
gold, silver and precious stones. IHe
also told of o faithful negro servant
who had alded him against Gissier,
and who also knew of the location of
the treasure. When asked it this
negro would not reveal the location of
the wealth, Harford satid he was not
in the least afrald of that, as nothing
could Induce the negro to work against
the interests of his employer. Acrord-
ing to the story told by the officers of
the Impericuse, however, this negro
had gone in a sloop to the mainland,
in company with Captain Whidden
and Gissler. The other residents of
the istand, the two German men and
(wwo German women, sald they had
gone for provisions, but no one had
seen the departure of the sloop, and
no one could say whether or not they
had found the hidden weulth and car-
ried it away, or- whether Gissler went
back to the Island is not kuown. In
all probability he returned, for he had
left his wife there. Certain it is thuat
Whidden did not go back.

Gissler, who is mentjoned in the de-
spatch, Is Captain Gissler, 2 German,
who left Stockton, Cal, about five
years ago, to search for the treasure.
He has, since then, been gearching and
ralsing coffee on the island.

The arrival of Captain Whidden in
Victoria will be awaited .with great in-
terest, for if, as is generally supposed,
he has located the immense treasure,
he will be a British Columbian copy
of the Count of Monte Cristo. The
warship will in the meantime search,
as did the flagship, unsuccessfully.

The Critic 13 the Lest advertising.
medinm in British-Colutabta for:business
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VANCOUVER AND THIS YUKON.

Vancouver's City Council and Board
Of Trade have rightly resolved to ad-
vertise widely the faet that thelr city
s the best outfitting centre and most
convenient point of departure for the
Yukon, It i3 certain that far more
persons will make thither next Spring
than the far north country wm behe-
fit, but ay a ** big rush * iy comlng, de-
splte any and cvery w m‘nlng Vnncuu-
ver should make an effort to obtaln,p.
very full share of the profit of the
outfittingg trade,
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ENGLAND'S PRECIOUS METAL
YIELD,

England and Waleg are not usually
reguarded as gold and silver producing
countrles, Some gold s, however, got
from mid-Wales, and ‘the total output
comes to about .£13160, or'$64,000° &
year, at presert. Some little sflver is
clen gotten from lead ores in England
and Wates, and it i3 just stated that a
ledze of galena, tich in sllver,-has® beé?l
discovered seven feet ‘below the sur-
fice of a pnblic hullding at Liskeard;
in Cornwall, a county wherein, during
the past, silver has been gotten in
connection with lead mining, hut only
as a bye-product,
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A thatough knowledgo of tho \Ilnln¢ Rn&'l'
ons of Beitish Columbin anubles weo to
nish competont and refinble inl‘nrmutlnn.
Naoamiues Hsted for <alo nnless ondorsed by
somnremttibile mining engluoer, <5

Crntivetions i prinetpn) citles of Oamldp.,
Tl states and 1 uropu Lnrms[mndonw
solleited,  Address

FRANK S 'l'AGGAlt’l‘,
38 Camdie St., \‘nnemlvor. B.O;
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AN EAST KOOTENAY CLEAN-UP.

The recent clean-up at the Invieta
hydraulic gold gravel mine, ast Kon-
tenay, is stated to have ytelded $10 000
worth of gold.

A SMELTER FOR REBSON,

It Is stated that Mr. J. H. Susmann,
the well known mining expert, has ad-
vised his principals of the C. P R,
directorate, to bulld their poposed
smelter at Rohson. Construction work
upon it will spcedlly commence,

TO THE POINT.

Quoth the Rossland “Record'": It
would be a great relief to this com-
munity, it the Canadian Pacific Rall-
way would tell the Rossland "Miner"
what it Is going to do with Mr. Helnze
ond have the agony over.,” To this the
*Critle’ would add: L.t us know also
what the C. P. R, means to do with
the Vancouver, Victoria and Tastern
combination.” 1Is it a case of fight or
buy up? 'Tis any odds on the C. I’ R,
whatever {ts directors’ decision.

TOO GOOD.

There is recason to believe that the
Waverley mine, of the Ilteciliv act, may
become. when fully developed. profit-
ably productive. Mr. E. Grant-Govan,
however, in his sanguine recent deliv-
crance in London to the shareholders
of the company, made the following
remarkable prediction: “He would un-
dertake to say that the Waverley alone
can ship 1,000 tons per week for the
next few years that will net the com-
pany £10 per ton profiit.”” This means
£10,000 a week, or £520,000 a year. o
in dollars more than $2,450,000 profit
per annum for years, a profit almost
unprecedented in the history of the
world's mining. A profit of £50,000, or
£240,000 per annum, a far more likely
probability even for a rich silver mine
ir B. C, would net the Waverley
shareholders splendid dividends. Why
then should Mr. Grant-Guvan go out
of his way to make the most extreme
of sanguine forecasts in thiz early
stage of the mine's history. It is a pre-
diction altogether too rash, and if
mainly unfulfilled, as is really almost
absolutely certain, will do the Intcrests
ccncerned far more harm than good.
In saying this, the “Mining Critic” has
no desire to “run down'" an ap-
parently promising mine, but would
simply urge that inin this stage,
it Is absolutely wunsafe to pre-
dict that it will as regards its early
future success, be worth annually
semething like five times the value of
the Le Roi, which is a copper-gold, and
not & silver property, and as such less
liable to depreciation.
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THE GANADIAN GOLD FIELDS,

1
|
An lnteresting Lecture on the Yukon l
From the Greatest Aue H
thoriiy. [
Willtam Ogilvie, F. R. G. S., the!
Canadian surveyor, who has rendered |
such valuable services to Canada hy ’
kis northern explorations and surveys,
loetured before a large audience at
rstitute Hall, Victorla, on TIFriday
wening, upon the Yukon region., The
Lion. Col. Baker, Minister of Mines,
p-restded. i
Mr. Ogilvie, who was warmly greet-
cd, sald, after a short explanatory pre-
amble, acknowledging the courteous
reception given him: My hands are
tied oflicinlly, and 1 am not able to dis-
close certain things until the bluebook
is published at Ottawa, ecarly next
year, We witt now assume that we
desire to vistt the Yukon. I object to
the use of the name Kilondlke, because
that is a small portion of the territory
we have up there in the Yubkon, in
comparisen with which the arca of the
Klondike would not compare, and
nearly all that vast country has yet to
Le¢ prospected.

THE STICKINE OR ALL-CANA-
DIAN ROUTE.

I will first Introduce you to the sev-
«1al routes Into this great gold-bearing
rcgion which ere now known., Leaving
. C. by any of the steamers which run
from here, we make throush the well
¥nown Seymour Narrows., In a few
days we reach Port Simpson, the most
northetly secport in Canada oun the
acific.  We can here take river
steamers and proceed from Dort Simp-
son to Wrangel, it belng about 170
miles from the former point to the
mouth of the Stickine River, proceed-
ing up that river about 150 miles, or
perhaps a little less distance, That
distance occupies some =ixty hours,

From the head of the Stickine the road
wculd follow through an undulating
country which presents no obstacles to
raflway construction, and for most of
170 niles ts pretty well covered with
timber. The natural feod supply for
herses will not be sufficient for any
x1eat numher, Enough would be found
for say two hundred, but any greater
number wauld soon cat oft what there
is, and it will be necessary that such
arrungements shall be made as will
render it possible for the natural sup-
My to Le incrensed by big importing.
Arrived at the head of Teslin Lake,
we produce our whipsaws and com-
mence to get out lJumber for boats.
Now, whipsawing has been said to be
one of the inventions of Satan, and
wken two are doing that work it is
necessary for success that one shall
push "and the other shall pull; but
when, as is too often thc case wiih the i

tenderfont, bhoth efther pull or bot;:
push, there is likely to Le sorre inquiry
from the man who {8 above what the
other fellow ts dotug, aud there may be
some complimentary language jndulg-
cd {n and the man below may ask his
partner to come down amt have it out.
And If the man below gels a grain of
sawdust in his eye during the progress
of the quarrel, there will be quite a
sulphurous atmosphere for some time.
After a while, though, in spite of these
difticulties, the bonrt will be finally got
ready, and then commences the trip
down Teslin Y.ake, 80 miles long and
bounded on both sides by high moun-
tains. We arrive at the head of the
Hootalinqua after truversing the lake.
This river Is marked on the map as
the Teslin, the Indian pame for a fish
caught in the lake. The Hootalinqua
River s about 125 iniles long—or a
total distance from Victoria or Van-
couver to Dawson Clity, by way of the
Stickine, Teslin and Hootalinquo route,
of 1,600 miles. At two points, one near
the head of the river and one a dis-
tance below, are obstacles to steamboat
ravigation at certaln times of the year.
A few miles below the river broadens
into innumerable channels, until at
last, at the lower end, it widens to two
and a half miles. If one of these chan-
nels were deepened, sufficlent depth of
water could he obtained to allow free
passage for a steamer drawing three
ot four feet.

TAKU ROUTE.

1 leave you now at the mouth of the
Teslin and go back to Wrangel, where
we take an American boat to Juneau.
There has been during the last few
nmonths some talk in regard to a pro-
posed route by Taku Inlet. In 1894
and 1895 1 was employed to go into that
country. Taku Injet is about eighteen
miles long and leads up to a glacler of
greater size and affording more danger
to boats than the Muir glacler In
Alaska. The ice fs cast off in great
avalanches and is continually breacing
off. I have visited the Muir glacier
and never seen a breaking, whereas,
in Taku, where I remained three weeks,
I saw large bodies of ice hreaking
away every day, creating a surge in
the water dangerous to boats even at
so0 great a distance as three miles from
the glacfer. This Taku River extends
sixty miles. There are enormous gravel
bars which render it impossible for
stcamboats to navigate it. From the
forks we go up by the left-hand
branch about nine miles over to Tagish
Lake. Along this route we meet no
very great difficulties, and keep up
about nine miles, going past the Sllver
Salmon Creek. In regard to this route,
wowever, I may say that I have not
examined any considerable portion,
but ¢ivil engineers are exploring it,
end thelr report wil be made i:u'uli’c.

From the summit there will be no

—
—

’ difficulty ¢ .onstructing a road to the
i head o Jfesliin Lake. We have here
then, (wo roads—one of them offering
perfect advantages with the additional
one that it can be calied an all-Cana-
dian route,

! WHITE PASS.

We go back again tr tle coast now,
and preceed a ruudred mues up to
Skagway, where we find the celebrated
White Pass. From tide water to the
summit of the White Pass is a dis-
tance of seventeen miles, four miles
being all through timber. Above the
valley breaks, and any road will have
to be constructed along the hiilside,
An elevation of 2,600 feet i#reached at
the summit of the pass. The remainder
of the 35 miles is tolerably level, but
extremely rocky, and the land of little
value,

We now go to the Dyea route, which
has been used by Indians for genera-
tions. And they know thelr business
11 selecting it. The word Dyea is itself
an Indian one, meaning ‘pack” or
“load”—an appropriate name for the
trall. From tidewater to the mouth’
of the canyon it would be as easy to
bulld a road almost as to construct
one along a city street. ¥rom the’
mouth of the canyon to Sheep Cump
construction is more¢ difficult; in fact
it would probably be necessary to sus-
pend the road by iron girders from the
sides of the cliffs. From Sheep Camp
to the head of the climb is yet more
difficuit. It is very steep and stony.
From the summit to Lake Linderman
there is a decline of 1,320 feet, and the
road has been somewhat improved of
late. Lake Linderman itself, the first
lake, {8 about four and a hAlf miles
long, and between Lake Linderman
and Lake Lebarge there is a sandy
ridge three-quarters of a mile long,
which brings us to the end of the pres-
ent Dyea route.

Lake Bennett, which is first encoun-
tered on the Skagway route, i{s for the
first of half its length narrow and com-
paratively shallow. The other end is
exposed to the strongest winds, which
frequently get up a very ugly séa,
decidedly dangerous for small boats.
Cariboo C: ossing, about two and a half
miles long. brings us to Tagish Lake,
which is aout 17 miles long. Here the
Mountea l'olice and the Canadian cus-
toms offic.rs have been statfoned.

Twenty- lve miles from Marsh Lake
beyond. w2 come to the canyon, Whese
the river is very swift and passes be-'
tween almost perpendicular walls. Run-
ning the canyon is practicable, provid~’
ed the boat is kept in the centre of
the stream. If not, she will be dashed
against the side walls of basaltic rock
and pounded to pieces. In the middle
of the canyon, about five-eights of a
mile long, is the basin—a cirenlar peol
whirh it would he Impocsihie ""j___ '

mau (o Lifib vl ol Ac tle 4o us |
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the cnnyon is a  very large rapld
through which the, boat goes so fast
thnt she dip: into §t, taking In
witer unless the greatest carve in tuken,
Showld she get Into the eddy, man and
hoat will be thrown on the bhank,
whether they will or no. Beyond the
eanyon there is another rapid, which,
howover, offers no special obstacle to
oman wanting to o through. I have
heen through,

Below that is the White Horse raptd.
Now, vou can runy the White Horse
tapid it you want to—at least, you can
try. 1 don't. 1 traced thirteen men
wha lost their lives in running this
rapid {n a single season, and I belleve
that this must Nave heen a large pro-
portion of those who made the ate
tempt. Qf course, for those who want
to do the daring and talk albout it
afterwards, there s the White Horse
rapid to be run, 1 don't do it, however,
Below, at the Five Fingers, the viver
Is partially danuncd by & conglome
crate rock standing like a pillar in the
stream.  Avolding it let the boat go
easy, hut sce that the boat doesn't dip
or she will take much more water than
sou require, Below this there is an-
ather rapid, and then the smooth and
unhampered river. from which on
cvervihing Is right,

DALTON TRAIL.

Of the Dalton trail 1 kinow only by
veport. I had an interview with Mr.,
Datton, from whom the trail is vamed,
in 1896, and [ have alsn talked with
Alr. NcArthur, our surveyor, who has
fpent some time in that district re-
cently. The substance of his report
cannot be divulged at present.

The summit of this trail is gbout 45
niies from the coust, and 3.000 feet
above the sca: the watershed is ahout
<< miles from the coast, and Dalton’s
trading post 100 milcs from the coast.
Thence to the Pelly is 200 miles further.
2 hix route passes over a nice undulat-
ing plain. well timbered tn the valleys
anud with grass on the slopey, hut not

" cnough to feed any pnumber of animais.
1he firet 31 miles of the Daltan trail
is in disputed territory, the rest in
Canada, just as is the case with the
Lyea and Skagway traile, Now, I think
it our duty as Canadians to let the
firc of patriotism consume ail feelings
that would tend to retard the acquisi-
tion of this most desirable line as an
all.Canadian route to the Yukan. so
that we may cnjoy Ks far as passidhle
the Lenefits that region will dbring it
We uce our rights wisely and well, We
have the bhest end of the Yukon River
—~—that is certain. In going down the
Yukon ih a steamer recently from
Pawson, the first 140 miles was made
without difficulty. and until we got he.
low Circle City there was no troubdle.
But bhelow that the steamer hegan to
1sbor, the water got shallower, and the
steamers have often been detained on i

|

sand bars for weeks. It §s a common
occyrrence to be delayed houre, and
even days, on bars and on what is
known as the Yukon flats, just helow
Clrele City. Not once s there ditli-
culty of tals kind found I our part of
the rlver, hut in the Alaska portion it
is an every day occurretiee for i steiine
er to stick. 1 Know of one steamer
thut stuck for three iweeks, another
that was on a sand bank for four ar
five days till anaother steamer came
along and bunted her off, and then

stuck on the same bar herself—and {

don't know how Jong she stayved.

The navigation of the Yuken in the
upper part, i open from May tiil the
middie of Qctoher, while at the mouth
it is not open before the 18t of July, and
navigation does not last longer than
the I1st of Octabier—that i, only from
two and a half to three months—and
it takes river stecamers fourtecy. fifteen
and sixteen days to get up the river
to Dawson, St. Michael's, the heade
quarters of the river bouts, is §0 niles
trom the mouth of the river, and only
i calm weather can the steuners
cross that hit of open sea. This route
by way of St. Michael's, with its river
diffic:aities, §g not our rowd, We have
a right to navigate the Yukon: but it
is not our route.

The Alaska Commercial  Company
have two large steamers, the Alice and
the I3elia, Lesides smaller ones amed
the Margaret and the Victoria, the last
being named after Queen Victaria, as
it was built in the Dismond Jublice
year and launched about the time of
the Jubilee.
small steamers bejonging to the com-
pany running at the mouth of the rivern.
The North Anicrican Transportatinn
and Trading Company have thee
steamers, and contemplate putting on
two more next Summer. So wmuch for
the Yukon service.

EARLY HISTORY.

Next et me tell you something about
the discovery of gold in the Yulkon,
Early in the "10's an  attcwmpt  was
made to get over to Teslin Lake by
Cassiar mincrs, who learnsd the eNlse
wUnce of a large lake north from Case
slar. Several people tricd, unsuccess
tully, and returned disgusted. In 3872,
September Snid, two north of Ireland
men, from county Antrim, named IHare
per and F. W. Hart, and Geo. W,
Finch. who came from the vicinity of
Kingston; Andrew Kanzler, a German:
and Sam. Wilkinson. an Englishman,
et Manson Creek to 5o prospecting
down the Mackenzice River. Harper,
because there had bHeen gold found on
the Laird, which empties into the Alace
kenzie. was under the hinpression that
there was gold on the Mackenzie, He
made his way down to Hall-\Way
River. There he met men surveying

.for the C. P. Rafiway. and unwittingly

fielped to drive 3 spike in our great

!

S
highway, hecause they gave their boat
to the sarvey men to make their way
up the Peace River. Harper and the
others packed thelr provisions up the
Hall-Way River and over a two or
thiee mile portage to the waters of
the Netson river, down which they
went until they found §t safe for the
passage of canoves, where they made
o cache and procceded to make three
dug-out canoes with which to descend
the Neleon,

wWell, Harper's party made their way

l down to the Laird River. where they
. met two men named McQuestion and

- etmren e mee el

There were also twe other |

—— -

"Parcupine to Fort Yukon.

Mayo, Wilkinson determined to try his
tuck un the Laird, and left the others.
Harper, Hart, the German, and Finch
went dewn the Mackenzle across to the
Peel and thence over to RBell's: River,
an ajfluent of the Porcupine, down the
There Har-
ner saw an Indian who had some na-
tive copper which he said came from
White River, and Harper determined
to try for it. Harper, Hart and Finch
went 490 mites to White River, in Sep-
tember, but did not find the copper.
Instead they found some gold. They
feund no goid on the Mackenzic. The
1esuit of Harper's prospecting he gave
10 me as follows: On the Nelson,
nothing: on the Laird, colors; on the
Mackenzie, nothing: on the Peel, fair
prospects: on the Bell, nothing; on the
Porcupine, colors; and prospects every-
where on the Yukon.

Provisions giving out, they had to
make their way down the river to St.
Allchiiel’s. On his way back Harper
aw an Indian with some gold he sald
cante from the Koyukuk.

Inquiry clicited the place, and Har-
per prazpected all Winter, but found
vothting. It is now known where the
Indian got the gold, which was not
ut the place indicated. During the
Summer, McQuestion made his way up
the Yulion, and bLulit Fort Reliance,
alout six and a half miles below the
n.auth of the Klondike. In the follow-
ingg Summer Harper joined him, and
they traded in partnership at that port
for many ycars. The valley of the
wWwiondike was their favorite huating
srownd, but they never prospected
there, and If they had, in the Klondike
Itsclf, they would have found nothing,
for it Is a swift mountain stream,
which has washed away all the finer
sand aud gravel: consequently the gold
would sink cut of sight, and in those
days no prospecting was done but on
the hars in rivers and creeks.

In 1§52 mold was found on the Stew-
art River by two brothers, named
Boswell, from Peterboro, Ontario. At
this time there were only about thirty
or forty miners in the district. A num-
Ler of Cassiar miners had discovered
the river from Lake Lebarge and done

-considerable prospecting, finding the

gold. On the Stewart River the bers

-yielded fine gold In small quantities.
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I 1886 Nr. Harper established o trad-
g post, and in the sume year proge
pectors found coarse gold at Forty
Mila.

This took all the miners up Forty
Mile, coarse gold belng what cvery
miner {s looking for, and the exclte-
ment continued to draw them  unti)
1891, when gold wus found on Birch
Creek—200 miles below Torty Mile.
This discovery was due to o Canadian
missionary, Archdeacon Mucdonald, of
Ft. Peel, travelling through the coun-
try from Tenuna River, where he found
& nugget. He reported the
some prospectors, and gave them a
description of the place. A search was
made, but although the men could not
from his description locate the spot—
they found gold.

This, of course, boomed Birch Creck,
and in 1891 everyone at Forty Mite went
duown there. One or two creeks are
rich, but the best cannot begin to com-
pare with the E! Dorado or the
Bonanza, the tributaries of the Xlon-
dike. As an incident, I may mention
that one experlenced man told me that
the Blrch Creek digglings are only
“Chinese diggings.” e said he Knew
cne claim on E! Dorado which he
would not give for the whole of the
Birch Creek adistrict.

Gold was found at the head of Forty
Mile, Napoleon Gulch, named after
the Frenchman who located it, Is rich
iy nuggeta. Franklin Guleh Is pretty
rich, as are also Davis, lvsquite
und Chicken creeks, The last, discav-
ered in 1896, was considered very rich
at the time, this being a few weeks
Lefore the Adiscovery of gold in EI
Dorado and Bonanza. By the United
States law a man is allowed to take
tp & claim 1,320 feet in length, and be-
fore any one could get there the few
who had discovered it, had taken it all
up, 80 that cveryone else was shut out.

For some time there was doubt
whether some of the ¢re~ks upon which
£old was found were in Alaskan terri-
tory, and in 1896 I was sent in by the
authorities to mark the boundary line
as I might find it necessary. MMiller
and Glacier creeks joln Sixty Mile,
which runs into the Yukon forty miles
above, It was called Sixty Mile, be-
csuse it was believed to be that dis-
tance above Fort Reliance. In my
curvey of the line I found that these
two creeks, which are the richest, were
in Canada. So far are they in Canadian
territory that no doubt as to the loca-
tion of the boundary line can affect the
question, they being at least two niles
east of it. So that we can claim these
two creeks, which are very rich, with-
out any doubt, and in aadition we can
claim a much larger reglon which I
wiil describe.

THE DISCOVERIES.
The discovery of the gold on the

find to |

Klandike, as it is calted, although the
prroper nate of the crcek is an Indian
one, Thronda, was made by three men,
lobert Henderson, Frank Swanson
and another named Munson, whe fn
July, 1846, were pruspecting on Indlan
Creekt.  They proceeded up the creek
without finding sufliclent to satisfy
them untht they resch Dominlon Creck,
and after prospecting there, crossed the
divide and found Gold Bottom, got
geod prospects and went to work,

Provisions running short, they decid-
¢d to muke thelr way to Sixty Mile to
obtaln o fresh supply, and went up In-
dian Creek to the Tukon to Sixty Mile,
where Harper had established a trad-
fng post. Striking upwards on Forty
Adtile they came across a man, & Calle
fornlan, who was fishing in company
with two Indians, The Indians were
Canudian Indinns, or King George's
nien, as they proudly called themselves.
Nuw, otte of the articles of the miner's
cede i85 thut when he makes a discov-
ery hie shail Jose no time in proclaiming
it, and the man felt bound to make the
proaspectors acquainted with the infor-
suation that there was rich pay to Le
wot In Cold IBattomy. The two Indians
shewed a route to this creek, and from
there they crossed over the high ridge
to Bonanza,

From there to El Dorado is  three
iles, und they climbed the ridge be-
tween it and Bonanza, and reaching
between Klondike and Indian creeks,
they went down into Gold Bot.
tomn. Jicere they did half a day’'s pros-
pecting, and come back, striking into
Ronanza about ten miles beyond,
where they took out from a little nook
a pan which encouraged them to try
further. In a {ew moments more they
hiad taken out $12.95. A discovery claim
was located, and also one above and
one below for the two Indians.

In August, 1§46, the leader, gencrally
known as Siwash George because he
lived with the Indians, went dowa to
Forty Jile to get provisions., He met
severn! miners and told them of his
fud, showing the $12.55 which he put
up in an old Winchester cartridge.
They would not Lelieve him, his repu-
tation for truth being somewhat much
below par.

They came to me finally and asked
my opinion. and I pointed out that
there was no question about his having
the $12.55 in gold: the only question
was., wherce he had got it. He had not
Lieen up Miller or Glacler creeks, nor
Forty Mile. Then followed the excite-
ment. Boatload after boatioad of men
~vent up at once. Men who had been
drunk for weeks were tumbled into
Loats and taken up without belng eon-
scious that they were travelling.

One man was so drunk that he did
not wake to realisation that ‘he was
belng taken by boat until & third. of
the jomey had been' accomplished,
and he- owu oone of tho b-t dullu on
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the Klondike to-duy. The whole creek, -
& distance of about twenty miles, glv-
ing in the neighborhcod of 200 claims,
was staked {n & few weeks., El Dorado
Creek, séven and a half or cight miles
long, providing elghty claims, was
staked {n about the sume time.

Boulder, Adams, and other guiches
were prospected, and gave good surface
showings, gold being found In the
gravel in the creeks. It was in Du-
cember that the character of the dig-
gings was established, Twenty-one
above discovery on Bonanza was the
one which first proved the value of-the
district. The owner of this claim was
ir the habit of cleaning up a couple ot
tubfuls every night, and paying his
workmen at the rate of a dollar and
a half an hour. Claim No. 3, El Dorado,
was the next notable one, and here
the pan of $112 was taken out. That
was great. There was then a pan of
even greater amount on No. 6, and
they eontinued to run up every day,
and you who are down here know Let-
ter of the excitement there was than I,
who was in and didn°t sce it.

The news went to Circle Clity, which
emptied itself at once and came to
Dawson. The miners came up any
way they could, at all hours of the day
and night. On their arrival they found:
that the creeks had lLcen staked:
months before. Many Canadians who
were {n their talk out and out Ameri-
cans, came to Canadian territory with
certain expectation of realising some-
thing out of this rich ground by reason
of their nationality.

Another of these men who arrhed
100 1ate was an Irixhman, and when he
fcund he could not get a claim, he went
up and down the creek. trying to bully
the owners into selling. boasting that
he had 2 pull at Ottawa and threaten-
ing to have claims cut down from %00
to 250 feet. He camo along one day.
and offered to wager that before. Au-
sust 1st they would Lie reduced to 250
feet. One of the men to whom he had
made this offer came and asked me
about ft. I said to him: “Do you
gamble?' His reply was: “A littie'
Then I told” him that he was never
surer of $2,000 than he would have been
12 he had taken that bet.

This ran to such an extent that 1
put up noticeas that the length of the
claims was regulated by act of pariia-
ment, and that no change could be
made, except by that parliaiment, and
telling the miners to take no notice of
the threats. -SNY

Jim White then adopted uollm-
dodge, locating a fraction betweeu »
and 37, thinking that by :emnc 1 ‘be-
tween he could- tom the owners to’
come to terms, tor‘ettlu‘ that thc uw
of this eountty does not dlovl any, m
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I got near, 1 delayed operations and
went to 36, finding there would be no
fraction, ar, at least, an inslgniflcant
cne of inches.

1 took time, and in the meantime
the owter of 36 became uneasy, und
White also. 1 set in a stake down in
the hollow untit I saw how much frac-
tion there was. I found only a few
inches.
portion of the work, and the man who
was with me seemed to have quite a
Cifficulty In fixing the stake. Then I
went down with the remark that 1
would do that myself. I had made it
a rule never to let anyone know where
there was a fraction until it was mark-
ed on the post,

While I was standing by the post,
Jim White came up to me. He had a
long way to go down® the creek, he
aatd—and did not want to walit longer
than necessary. Well, I sald, 1 can't
tell you just yet exactly how much of
2 fraction ft will be—but something
about three inches. That is how Jim
comes to be known now as “Three In¢h
White.*

PROBABLE YIELD.

Bonanza and El Dorado creeks afford
Letween them 278 claims; the several
affluences will yield as many more, and
all these claims are good. I have no
healtation in saying that about a hun-
dred of those on Bonanza will yield up-
wards of $30,000,000. Ciaim 30 below,
on E} Dorado, will yleld a million in
itself, and ten others will yield from a
hundred thousand dollars up. These
two creeks will, I am quite confident,
turn out from $60,000.000 to $75,000,000,
and I can safely say that there is no
other region of the came extent that
has afforded in the same length ot time
80 many homestakes—fortunes en-
abling the owners to go home and en-
joy the remainder of their days—con-
sldering the work that has to be done
with very limited facilitles, the scar-
city of provisions and _of labor, and
that the crudest appliances only are as
yet avallable. When I tell you that
properly to work each claim ten or
twelve men are required, and only 200
were available that season, it will give
you an jdea of the difficultics which
had to be contended with.

On Bear Creek, about seven or eight
miles above trat., good claims have
been tound, and on Gold Bottom,
Hunker, Last Chance sud Cripple
creeks. On Gold Bottam xs high as $15
to the pan has hecn taken, and on
Hunker Creck the same, and although
we cannot say that they are as rich
as El Dorado or Bonanza, they are
richer than any other creeks known
in that country. Then, 35 miles higher
uvp the Kiondike, Too-Much-Gold
Creek was found. It obtained its name
from the fact that the Indians who
discovered it saw mica glistening ' at
the bottom, and, thinking it was gold

1 was very tedlous with this .

suld there was “too much gold—more
yold than gravel.”

A foet 1 am now going to state s,
that (rom Telegraph Creek northward
te the boundary Hne, we have [ Can-
ada, and in this Province, an areg of
from 50 to 60 miles In lemgth, and
from W to 150 miles I width, aver the
whole of which rich prospects have
been found. We must have from 40,-
000 to 100,000 squure miles, which, with
proper cave, judicious handling, and
hetter facitities for the transportuation
of food and utensils, wiil be the largest,
as it 1s the richest gold field the world
has known.

Stewart and Pelly, in the gold bear-
ing zone, also give promising indica-
tions. Everywhere good pay has heen
found on the bars, and there is no rea-
son why when good pay has heen found
ot the bars, the results should not he
richer in the creeks. The Klondike was
prospected for forty miles in 1887 witn-
out anything being found, and agaln
in 1592 with a similar lack of result,
Lut the difference is scen when the
right course is taken, and this was led
up to by Robert Henderson. This
nan Is a born prospector, and you
could not persuade him to stay on even
the richest c¢laim on DBonanza. He
started up in a small hoat to spend the
Summer and Winter on Stewart River,
prospecting. That is the stuff the true
prospector is made of, and I am proud
to say that he is a Canadian.

QUARTZ LEDGES.

In regard to quartz claims, seven
have already been located in  the
vicinity of Forty Mile and Dawson.
and there is also a mountain of gold
ir. the neighborhiood, bearing very low
grade ore, yicliing $5 to $7 a ton. The
question, Is, whether with that return
1t will pay to work it under the pecul-
iar conditions which cexist, and the
cnormous freight rates charged for the
transportation of anyvthing of that
kind,

Aboul forty miles up the river two
claims have been located by an ex-
pert miner from the United States,
who has had considerable experience in
Montana and other ninceral states, and
he assured me that the extent of the
lode is such that these two claims ave
greater than any propoesition in the
world, going from &3 to $11 a ton. On
Lear Creck a quartz clahim was locat-
€& 1ast Winter, and 1 drew up the pap-
ers for the oawner. He had to swear
thuat he had found gold: he swore that
be did, and the amount, if true,
wiil make it one of the most valuable
properties that exist in the country.

On Guld Bottom another claim has
been located, and | have made & test
ol the ore. 1 had 5o sieve and had to
cmploy s hand mortar, which would
not give the best results. The poorest
result obtained, however,
he: tom, -while : )

de not Kknow what the extent of the
ciabm is, but the wman who found it
sald that (rom the rack exposed, the
must be  considerable, He
Atdu't know whether the exposure was
the resull of a sitde, but sald it would
Y casy to find the lode.

About thirty miles up the Klondike
another clatm was located,  and the
mun swore that it was rich, although
ke wanld nat say how rich,

On Bl Durado and Butnanza the gold
alitained on the different henches has
about the same degree of fineness, and
is worth about $16 per oz, and as you
#£b down the creck this value decreases
t¢ about $15.25. Frowm that point, how-
ever, it fncreases, and the inference ap-
pears plain that the same lode runs
right across the region that these
crcels cut through, which is proved
moie surely by the fact that the value
increases as you strike Hunker, and
In the other direction Miller and Gia-
cier. The nuggets fouud in £l Dorado
show no evidence of having travelled
any distance, and some 1 have are as
tcugh as though they had been ham-
merediout of the mother lode.

‘The mother Jode s yet to be found
in the ridges between the creeks, and
when this is found it may consist of
several large lodes or a succession of
small ones that may not pay to work.

On Stewart and ¥Yelly rivers some
prospectingg has heen done and gold
teund, aund on the Hootalinqua in 1595
good pay was discoverced, and the rich.
ness of the gold Increases as work is
contimied further down., Some mesn,
working 15 feet down, found coarse
gold, when the water drove them out
and they had to abandon the work and
come out determined to return; bhut
they did not go back, as in the mean-
time the Klondike excitement knocked
1that place out.

Gold has been found at the head of
lLake Lebarge, on the stream flowing
into the lake at this puint; in fact
there is gold everywliere fn this zone,
whiclh is 500 miles long by 150 wide.
Proasperts, too, are to e found on the
Dalton trail on the ather side of the
Yukon River., A man riding along the
Altsek tradl was thrown fram his horse.

and in falling caught at the bhranch of
a tree.  As he drew himself up he saw

somcthing shining on thie rock which
fixed his attention at once. He picked
ft up and found that it was gold. Oth-
¢r excellent prospects hiave also been
found along the same creck. From
these clrcumstances and discoverics it
maj be assumed that in all this coun.
try there is gold, while in this particu-
lar zone it is cspecially abundant. This
zone lies outside of the Ilocky moun-
taing and distant from them about 130
miles.

depostt

COAL AND COPPER.
“the, country .that




B. C. MINING CRITIC.

13

doubtless to be found somewliere jn
great abundance, atthough the Jocation
ot the matin deposit has to he discovoer-
ed. Mr. Harper was stiown a  large
plece of pure copper in the possession
of the Indians—indeed [ have seen’ it
myself. It comes from the vicinlty of

the White Itiver—just where has yet .

to he discovered. Silver has also been
found, and lead, while to work our
precious metals we have coat in abun-
dance. 1t is to be found in the Ilocky

maountains aor, rather, the vitdie of hiigh
mountains running parallel to them in

the interior. A deposit of coal In this
runge runs right through our territory,
At two points near Forty Mile it also
craps out, in one place only about forty
feet from the Yukon River. [Further
up the Yukon, on one of its many smal-
ler feeders, at Fifteen Mile Creck and
on the head of the Thronda, there are
[iso ontceroppings of conal. Oon the
branches of the Stewart, and on some
of the five fingers of the Yuken, cnal is
also exposed. In fact there is any
awmount of coal in the countyy with
which to work our mincrals, when we
can get in the necessary acilitfes.

NOT MUCH TIMBER.

Regarding the surface of the coun-
try., and difficulties of prospecting:

Passing down the river in a boat, anc
s€es trees, ten, twelve., fourteen andg
sixteen inches in diameter, and natural-
ly cames to the conclusion that it is a
well timbered country. And so it is,
glong the margin of the river. Bat
let him land, and go inland and he will
find the ground covered with nigger
grass, a coarse grass, which cach year
s killed and falls, tangling in such a
Way as to make pedestrian progress all
but impossible, tripping one up cvery
few feet. It is most difficult to walk
through this grass, great arcas of
which are found. And where these are
{cund miners avold them as they would
the plague.

For the rest of the country. the
rocks are covered with one or two feet
of moss— and underncath, the cver-
Insting ice. On this a scabby growth
ot trees is found, extending up to the
mountaing. This appears to those pass-
ing down the river, to bie a continua-
tion of the gowil timber seen along the
hanks. Timber that is fit for anything
is scarce, and we should hushand it
carefully. Our timber has built Circle
City. Our timher has served all the
rurposes of the upper Yukon, A large
amount of timher is required, and what
we have, we should keep for our own
sse, particularly as the ground has to
be burned to be worked. .

Albove the timber lne you come to

the Lare vocks—the crests bave save
where clothed with lichen, on which the

|-look. only om une._. ﬂclnt

HOW THEY PROSPECT.
Prospecting necessarlly has te be re-
setved for Winter. First the moss hias
te be cleared, and then the Qecayed
vegetable uwtter.  The five s appiied
te burn down to bedrock. The frost in
the ground gives way hefore the five,
ten, twelve, or perhaps sixteen inches
a day. The next day the fire has to
be appticd again, and so the work pro-
ceeds unti! bedroek is reached.
be twetity feet or so below the surface,
i whieh case jt is usually reached in
al:out twenty days. Through this tiees
\ have been found in every positlon. as
they have fallen and been preserved
. as sound as cver in the everlasting lee.
Having burned down to bedrock and
found the paystreak, you stavt adrift
ing.
1f you have a depth of twenty fecet
v you may be able to go down two feet
Cond no further, and nust put down
t ancther drift. Very few have the good

It may .

fortune tae succeed with one shott: |

prospecting loles, a8 many as twenty
or thirty must be dug until you cut the
whole valley across before you find
pay. The next man may strike it at
the first hole,

‘To give you an fnstance: One man
put doawn eleven holes and Qidn’t sind
caything, and yet another man had
contidence enough in the claim to pay
500 for a half interest in it, knowing
that thie owner had put in cleven hales
and found nothing, a fact which wil
©o fo prove the character of the coun-
tey.

After you have waorked untll AprH
ot NMay, the water begins to run, and
the trouble Is that the water accumu-
lates and you cannot work, as {t puts
cut the fires which have been used to
thaw out and soften the ground. Then

. the timber §s prepared and the slaice
boxes put in.

NOT ALL MILLIONAIRES.

In onc clean-up eighty poundssavoir-
dupols of gold was taken out, or a total
+ vidue of about $16,000. YWhen you con-
sider that the sccuring of this amount
took the united labors of six men for
t three months, you can understand that
tiere is considerable cost connected
with the operations.

One man, who owns a claim on El
Dorado and one on Bonanza, has sold
out, s0 it is said, for a million doliars;
Le went into the country a poor man,
with the inlention of raising suflicient
money to pay off the mortgage on his
place. He las, 1 helicve, not only done
=0, but paid off those of all his neigh-
bars,

Although these creeks are rich, and.
as. 1 have told you, more men have
made homestakes ihere than anywhere
clse in the world; T 3o not’ wish

.
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bls condition. ‘T'hey went out again
last July with $52,000. I was well uc-

quainted with the man, a very decent,.

irtelligent man. He told me one day
that if he could remain in thls coun-
try from three to five years and go out
with $3.000, he would consider himsels
tucky. He has gone out with $52.000,
und after the prospecting he has done,
a little in the middle and at the end
ot the clalm, be Lelieves that he bas
$£00.000 there.

On the other hand, however, a
Scotchman named Marks has been in
there eleven years. I have known himn
well, and once last Fall when he was
slek T usked him how long he had heen
mintng. Ris reply was forty-two years
—In all parts of the world, except Aus-
tralia. 1n reply to the question as to
whether he had cever made his stake,
he had never yet muade more than a
living. and very often a  scanty one.
This, of course, s the opposite extreme.
I could quote scotes of cases similur
to that, so that 1 would not have you
lavk too much on the bright side.

There are men in that country who
ure poor, and who will remain so. It
has not been thelr “luck,’” as they call
it, to strike it rich. But I may say
that that country offers to men of
great fortitude, and some intelligence
and steadiness an opportunity to make
more money in a given time than they
possibly could make anywhere else.
You have, of course, a good deal to
contend with; your patience will he
sorely tried, for the conditions are so
unique that they have surpriscd many
who have gone in, and they have left
In dlsgust.

THE GOVERNMENT.

When I was in that country first,
cverything was orderly, the miners at-
tended to thelr Lusiness; they did not
know anyone, and it a man kept him-
self pretty fair in his dealings, there

was no danger of trouble, but a few -

years afterwards, saloons came into
vague, and many old miners stayed
around them all day. The saloun-keep-
crswere their partners, and miners’
tucetings began to be recognised, which
were nttended by saloon-keepers and
loafers, They carricd things to please
themselves, and great injustice was
sometimes the result.  As a conse-
quence, miners’ meetings came Into
¢isrepute, and as soon as the police
came, they were looked upon as un-
neeessary.  To furnish you with yet
another instance: A tailor sued a-Lar-
ber for the sum of fifty cents, which
te claimed the latter owed him. The
German objected to paying, and‘i}:
realed for a miners’ meeting, which
decided that instead of the barber ow-
ing the tailor 50 cents, the tailur must
pay the barber one dollar. The latter
was naturally surprised, and in answer
to the verdict, he said rather than pay
tte amount he would. float down the
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river on a saw log and get away. The
ment who formed the meeting  were

helpless: they could not ind anyone
who would pay, and ‘hey knew that as
the Mounted Pollce wete in there thelr
decision would fall to the ground, and
they had to admit themselves beaten.

These and other instances Knocked
them out, but perhaps the next case 1
will tell, will show you more plainly
what was trled. In the first place, after
the discovery of Bonanza, the miners
all staked clalms, and of course some
who falled to obtain locations were dis-
appointed, and a meeting was held, at
which it was declded to resurvey the
claims, stating they were too long.
They cut a rope, which {t was atllexed
was fifty feet long, and sent men up
te reemeasure the claims, They cut
down some of the cluims to 400 fect, to
350 feet, and even 300 feet, putting in
new clalms, which they lucated them-
selves, it being, of course, desirable for
their own Interests it they could man-
age it, to secure the intervening space
hetween claims like 16 helow, which
were known to be rich. The result was
cenfusion, the original owners were
shoved off thelr workings, no one
knows where. As the authorities took
no action, some of the men cune to me.
I said 1 had no autharity, and told
them to go to the agent. They sald
they had been to him, and he would not
do anything, #o at last I said it they
would get up a petition and ask me to
survey the claims, I would underiake
t. do it. I drew up the petition for
them, and enough of each side signed
tc enable me to feel justified in going
1o work. I surveyed the claims and
threw out those interpolated claims al-
together, much. to the disgust of -the
miners who had called the meeting.
Some made dire threats, and said they
were going to have my survey thrown
out, Lut when X got up to where they
v.ere, I found they were very lambh-like.
Finally 2 number waited upon me to
see if they could not put in a protest
#gpainst my declsion to Ottawa. I said
1 would help them all I could to enter
that protest, and would draw up the
petition and send it to Oltawa for
them. I asked them why they didn't
£0 and sce the agent, to which they
replied, they knéw he would do just
as I sald, and I replied that it they
went to Ottawa they would find them-
selves even In a worse position. After
we had talked a while, I finally said:
“Gentlemen, the worst feature of this
ease is the position in which you are
jourselves.” They asked me what I
meant, 80 I explained that they had
rendered themselves liable to pu'nlsh-
ment for & misdemeanor, the penaity
for which was a fine of $300 or imprison-
ment for three months or so. and that
they were also indictable for perjury,
which I explained to them twas, by
Canadian law, & serious crime, which
rendered them liable to fourteen yeprs.
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Alexander Lager
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They asked me why, and I went on to
point to the clause which provides that
anyone who cuts down a stake is
gulity of misdemcanor, and read them
the penalty, telllng them they had
swept away all the posts on 43 claims,
and if they came Liefore me I would
both fine and imprison them. [ then
explutned thelr pesition {n regard to
the perjury they were gutity ot aceord-
ing to thelr certificute of record, and
since then miners’ meetings are done.

We have in all a4 vast region come
prising from 90,000 to 100,000 square
miles of untold possibilities. We know
naow that there is sufficient gold to sup-
1y a popnlation of a hundred thousand
people, and I look forward to seecing
that number of people in that country
within the next ten years., it is n vast
inheritance. Let ug use it as becomey
Canadians—intelligently, liberally, and
in the way to advance our country.
Let us ure it as becomes the off-spring
of the Mother of Natlons,

At the concluslon of the lectuve, Sic
Charles Tupper rose from his seat in
the audience, and moved a vate of
thanks to the speaker, referring to his
faithful and valuable service to the
Government and people of Canada.

Lieut-Governor Dewdney seconded
the vote of thanks, the whole audience
rising. Mr. Oglivie bLrietly expressed
his thanks and the meeting adjourned.

ON THE NORTH COAST.

Crown grants are being sought for
the Douglas Plne and the Darothy
Morton claims in the Shoal Ray mnin-
ing district. Protests are stated
to have been put in by somewhat iy
respangible partics much to the annoy-
ance of the British capitalists who ure
expending large sums on developin: nt.
1t i8, however, expected that the grants
will in due course be obtained without
much difficulty. It is feit that th: ¢
might with advantaze he a record.ng
officc at Shoal Bay. The Blue 3. 1
mine, which Is ahout to hie transferred
by its present owners to i strong ng-
lish syndicate looks well and the pros-
pects of the Dorothy Morton are all re-
assuring,. Mr. H. W. Sherlock, the
local vepresentative of the Gold IMieds
of British Columbia, Limitced, has ar-
rived in Vancouver from the Shoal
Ray district. He reports big progress
at Shoal Bay, where an hotel and store
have, amongst other bhuildings, been
erected. The place §s consequently
gradully assuming the aspect of a
busy mine town in.an carly stage of

Nines & Mining Stocks

A tharaugh knowledse af the Mining Regt-
ons of British Colunibia cnnbies ine to fur-
nish competent sxad reliable information.
No mines listed for xale nuless cndorsed by
sowe reputabile nining engineer.

Cunnecttons in srluclml cities of Canadx,
United States and Furope. Corsespondence
solicited. Add

L2 i R
FRANK S. TAGGART,
N9 Cambic St.. Vancouver, B.O.

Cable address, “Ambrozine” Maoreing &
Noeal. Clough’s (new and old), Bedford M.

Neill, sud_ A. B. 0. Codes

SHOAL BAY

SFFUATED IN  THE HEART OF THE COAST  MINING

DISTRICT

WAVERLEY HOTEL

Now opened with every comfort for mining men and sportmen,

GOLD FIELDS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA CO, LD
have taken over store, which has been re-stocked with
every description of goads for mining.

s
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Not 10 Cripr Ore
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Scnd for Sustrated Cire
culars.

For . erly the Catlfornia.

GEQ. W, PENNINGTON & SONS, Manufacturers,

Please memul’n.;n Lhis Papet, 418 and 220 Polsom street, SAN FRANCINCO, CAL
-ty

Wm. RALPH

DEALER IN

MoUs®

STOVES
RANGES

TIN, IRON BEND GRENITE MWARE.
Warn Air Furseces a Spegially,  ® and Galvavized Sheet Tron

Houso Furvishing Goods.
24 CORDOVA STREET, VANCOUVER, B.C.
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McKinnon, DeBeck & Co.
Land, Mineral and Timber- Brokers

Vancouver,

Telexraphic Address: “ Cortes,” Vanconverx.



