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THE OLD FAITH AND THE NEW.

Have our readers noticed that there
has hardly ever been in the CarisTiax
MoxtaLy any extracts or quotations
from the pen of the minister of Ply-
mouth Church ? Thisis not from lack
of knowledge of his writings nor from
plindness to his eloquence, nor from
prejudice against his denomination.
The truth is that for years we have
stood in doubt of the soundness of M.
Beocher as a theologian and his safety
ss & guide. On the other hand we
‘have scarcely allowed a month to pass
without extracts from Mr. Spurgeon,
not because he is of the same denom-
ination s the writer, which he is not,
nor because the Cmmistran MoNTHLY
ean approve of all he says. which it
eannot, but because, on the cardinal
doctrines on which the Evangelical
churches of the world agree, Mr.
Spurgeon’s teaching is eminently scrip-
tural, solid, sensible and safe.

There are in their history and
altitude as pulpit orators, many points
of strong resembiance. They are both
sons of ministers ofthe Congregational
body. They both began their minis-
frations in obscure courtry parishes.
By talents of & high order, by uncon-
querable energy, by unceasing and
-sleepless toil, they both fought their
way {o firones, in comparison with
which, in some aspects, the throne of
Queen Victoria is less exalted. Mr.
Spurgeon, by the common consent of

Euglish speaking Protestants has been
crowned King of the Protestant Pulpit
of the old world: and by a consent,
not however quite so harmonious, M..
Beecher has been proclaimed the fore-
most pulpit orator of this continent.
The printing press each week takes
hold of the sermcns of both and en-
graves {hem on something better than
marble, that is paper, which goes forth
to be read by millions of readers in
both worlds. Neither of the men are
content with the power at their control
in their sermons, spoken or printed,
but they act as Editors of Periddiculs
(Spurgeon of Sword and Trowd and
Beecher of the Christian Union), whose
pages are read by thousands who per-
haps would not care to read their ser-
mons. On civil and political questions
that underlie the well being of society
both these men have spoken on the
side of freedom and truth with a power
that shook their respective countries,
and turned to their side the current of
public opinion

In the matter of Theology, however,
Spurgeon and Beecher part corapany,
as Abraham and Lot of old, Beecher
taking the pleasant well-watered plains
and Spurgeon keeping to the everlast-
ing and rugged hills: and on the choice
of each hangs, we see, important con
sequences.

Spurgeon we may oall the modern.
apostle of poctrive. Beecher is the

high priest of sextivexr. Spurgeon's
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first question is ¢ What is true ?”
Finding the truth he believes it with
his whole mind, heart and strength
- and with winning ways, gentle voice,
and moisténed eye he offers it, loving-
1y, to those who are hungering for it ;
but towards those that mock the truth
or despise it, he turns in sublime defi-
ance, setting down his foot, with the
unmmovable decision of his non-confor-
mist forefathers on doctrine and deal-
ing staggering blows with his two-
edged sword which is the Word of God.
“We ought to preach the Gospel”
says Spurgeon, ‘“not as ourownviewsat
all. but as the word of God. Ifwe had
heen entrusted with the making of the
Gospel we might have altered it to suit
the taste of this modest century, but
-never having been employed to origin-
ate the good news but merely to re-
peat it we dare not step beyond the re-
cord. 'What we have been taught of
God we teach. . . . He that hath
God’s word let him speak it faithfully,
and he will have no need to answer
gainsayers except with a ¢ Thus Saith
the Lord.”
Beecher, on the other hand, as the
apostle of Sentimentalism, asks as his
firstquestion, ¢ Whereisthe beautiful 2"
He is therefore at constant war with
Doctrine. <“Wetalk’ he says ‘‘agreat
deal about the doctrines of religion but
the doctrines of the christian religion are
of no more value than the doctrines of
the Brahmins except in the thing they
do. .. Thevalue of a doctrine is to
be measured by whet it will do as the
value of an apple tree isto beestimated
‘by the quantity of apples that it bears
from year to year.”  And when you
come to ask Beecher what he mecans
by faith, the article that distinguishes
& dead from a living church, he replies
in the following misty, sentimental
style; ¢ Faith is the sense of a Person
present who is transcendent over any
ordinary companionship; the conscious-
ness of an intelligent Person ofaliving
Providence : and of the going out of

your nature to it. So that you livenet
by sight but by the invisible, by the
supereminent Power that controls g
things, not talking about it but liviy

it, s0 that men see and feel that you
do it, #%atis beautiful and it inspires
every body with admiration.” Tle
last clause of this sentence (itinspires
every body with admirations reminds
us of the story told of Dr. Blair ang
his colleague Dr. Erskine. Inthefore.
noon Dr. Blair preached about virtue,
and having described & perfectly vir-
tuous man concluded in the style of
Beecher as given above, “ If such g
man visited this earth all everywhere
would bend downand do him homage.”
The pulpit in the afternoon belonged
to Dr. Erskine who in point of doc.
trine stood to Blair as Spurgeon does
to Beecher; and he in 2 very quiet
way, looking in the direction of Dr,
Blair's pew, said, “Such a perfectly
virtuous man as was described to us
this morping visited this earth, and
men instead of running to do him hom-
age, eried out * Crucify Him, ”

If you ask Spurgeon what Christian.
ity ishe will tell you it is o doctrine—
the Cross of Christ, adoctrine, however
that is never barren of fruit.  If you
ask Beecher what Christianity is le
will tell you it is a Zzfe—a life that has
no pith without the doctrine. Here
are Beecher's words in a reccnt utter-
ance. I should have most serious
fear for the future of religion and the
church if I did not believe that reli-
gion isnot a set of doctrines but astyle
of life and of manhood. I am certain
that the beauty of theidealofthatman-
hood,” and so on and so on.

Faith, whether old or new, must be
judged by its fruit. The faith that
Mr. Spurgeon holds is the faith of the
Reformers, the faith of the Puritans.
And its fruits lie scattered over cen-
turies of the Church’s history in deeds
of heroic contendings, and martyr suff
ering. And with regard to Mr. Spur-

geon and his place to-day, not simply
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in the Baptist Church, but in Catholic
Church of all Protestant denominations,
we would say that he owes far more to
the grand old truths he thunders from
the Metropolitan Tabernacle than the
truths owe to him. Had he come into
to London with some ““mingle mangle
of modern thought,” to use his own
language, he would, for hehastalent of
a high order, be the town talk for a
while and then sink out of sight; but
he came with the old faith that over-
turned the Roman Idolatry and that
awoke Europe from the sleep of the
middle ages, with the old Puritan theo-
logy thot made England free and that
theology has made him what heis, one
of the best and most benevolent men
ofhisday and one of the greatest preach-
ers of our age.

The faith that Beecher holds is just
Beecher’s faith.  What it really is, it
would puzzleany disciple, aye! even
the master himselftosay. There isin it
much that is good, much that is indiff-
erent, and muchithatisbad. Butifwe
askfor its fruit, andif we take Plymouth
Church, and Beecher'sintimate friends
and Beecher himsclf, as the investiga-
ting Committec has left him,an innocent

man (we cheerfully grant as far as
gross crimes are concerned) but of
Mundering and uneircumspect wallk,
if weget these as the fruit of this new
light, then most devoutly do we pray
to be saved from the new light and to
walk all our days in the old light.

The Christian world needed to be
startled out of its sentimental mood.
what with novels in our sabbath school
fibraries, novels in our religions maga,
zines, novels every where, what with
“light vain, scenical, impertinent (fe
beside the text) raw and undigested
preaching,” as old Scudder puts if, we
were beginning to lose relish for old
Iruths and sound solid doctrine. The
Church's faith was. coming too much to
bethe enticing word of men's wisdom,
whpn God in Hisretributive justicefrom
which no darkness can hide us, has

turned that wisdom unto foolishness.
The Church was beginning to take its
doctrines and its morality, too much
from sensational novels and sentiment
al orators more than from the Bible,
when God saw fit to lead it this past
summer through an experience very
like the revelation made to an old Jew-
ish prophet, which we will here givein
his own words :—

**And he brought me to the door of
the court, and when 1 looked behold 2
hole in the wall.  Then said he unto
me, Son of man dig now in the wall :
and when I had digged in the wall be-
hold a door. And he said unlo me,
Go in, and behold the wicked abomin-
ations that they do here. So I went
and eaw; and behold every form of
creeping things and abominable beasts
and all the idols of the house of Israel
porirayed upon the walls round about.
And there stood before them seventy
men of the ancients of the house ofIs-
racl and in the midst of them stood
Janzaniah the son of Shaphan, with
every man his censer in his hand, and
a thick cloud ofincensewent up. Then
said he unto me, Son of man hast thou
seen what the ancients of the house of
Israel do in the dark every manin the
chambers of his imagery for they say,
“The Liord seeth usnot, the Liord hath
forsaken the carth™

All which seems to say to usin the
language of an « old fashioned poet. *’

Keep thou the beaten good old path,
Yot new and living way,

Which all tho Saints bave trod by fzith,
With prayer nigit and dey.”

THE HIGHER CHRISTIAN LIFE.

There are three things that oughtto
engage the earnest eftortofthe Church
of Christ. One of these is the instrue-
tion of the ignorant in the greattruths
of the Christian religion. That this
was one of the objeots of our Saviour’s
work is plain from the prominence
given to feackuing in his own ministry
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and in the ministry of those he com-
missioned’to work in his behalf. Letthe
church, therefore, use the Common
Schools, Sabbath Schools, the pulpit
and the press for spreading abroad in
the community an intelligent knowl-
edge of the Doctrines of Christianity.
4 The embalming of & body " an old
writer quaintly remarks, ‘does not
bring it to life but it keeps it from pol-
luting the air injuring the living.” Let
us suppose that an intelligent acquain-
{ance with the truths of religion does
not always reach the full length of
conversion. This may be so, and yet
a knowledge and a belief that falls
ghort of being a saving knowledge
and a saving belief may be very help-
ful to the individual and useful to
society for the life that now is. A
knowledge of Christ, and an intellectual
belief in Him, is of great account in
the way of making men virtuous,
though it should never reach the point
of making men Christians.

But the Churech should never rest
content, as too often it has done, with
the work of intellectual enlighten-
ment, with the function of embalming
the dead. Itshould aim atnothingshort
of seeing, by the Almighty power of
God, the dead restored to life. It
should not rest satisfied with even
seeing the dry bones, a greater work
than embalming, brought together and
covered with sinews, flesh and skin ;
but its preaching and its prayers
should be towards the practical blessed
jssue of seeing the corpses made alive
and set up on their feet an exceeding
great drmy, & body of living men
fully equipped for the fight.

But with the work of conversion
should allfurther efforts cease 2 When
the dead having been brought to life
is all care over the living oneto cease?
Plainly not. The Apostolic Epistles
of the New Testament are devoted
mainly to exhortations, and directions
for striving after and reaching for-
ward to a Higher Christian Life. It

is good therefore to find incfeasga
attention in our day directed to thig
important point. There is myy
written.on the subject that is oo
solid, wholesome truth, fitted tonog.
ish those that feed on it. Therejs
much written again that is gark
obscnre, mystical and incapable of
satisfying those minds that must hayg
a clear understanding of truth befor
they commit themselves to it. Whils
there are some things writtenthatmay
seem very good, but which are net
true.

The whole business of the Highep
Christian Life is put into small con.
pass by Paul in one of his terse, com.
prehensive sentences ¢ e very God
of peace sanctify you wholly,” i 'Thess,
v. 23. In this sentence which con.
tains the philosophy, the theology and
the history of Christian perfection wg
see these important points,

1. Sanctification as to its origh,
It is pre-eminently the work of Ged,
The believer is told in the preeceding
verses to do several things towards
making himself & better man, such a3
¢ praying without ceasing.” (ver. 17)
cherishing the spirit (ver. 19): giving
earnest heed to the public preaching:
(ver. 20), searching deeply into Chris.
tian truth (ver. 21), abstaining from
all appearance of evil (ver. 22). Bu
aftex all this on the part of the Churis.
tian, the main business is in the hand
of God. ¢ The very God” or rather
“God himself,” the Apostle prays
¢ do this work for you.” In the
Christian’s Pathway and Power, 8
Monthly devoted to promoting the
Higher Christian Life we are glad to
find much stress lain on this point thaf
sanctification is as to its origin, and
progress the special work of ommnipo-
tent power. All the industry of the
farmer is of no avail without thewarm
beams of the sun; so all our seli
xérmgtiﬁcation goes for nothing withou

od. :

2. Sanctification as to_itsconditons.
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f that tifi

s« the God of peace that sanctifies.
%hlst}:; He notphere called God of
poliness. Why God of peace ? There
must be peace before there *can be
growth. There must be peace before
fhere can be health. A field whose
fences are down and over which ﬁght-
jur armies come and go cannot yield
a harvest to its owner in that state. A
sick and fevered soldier cannot recover
while he with & price on his head is
being pushed from house to house by
relentless officers of justice, To repair
4 shattered ship you must call it in
fom the high seas to the place of the
larbor and the dock. The work of
sanctification cannot begin or go on
il there is peace with God. Justifi-

cition, 1. e. peace with God, is aneces-,
qary condition of sanctification. It
35 foolish therefore to set an uncon-
serted man to the trying work of
mortifying his ungovernable lusts and
passions till God is at peace with him
&y Christ, and he at peace with God
Christ.

8. Sanctification as to its seaz. Man
oonsists of two parts, the spiritual and
the material. The spiritual again is
subdivided into two partsthe intellect-
11l man or the Spsrst, and the emo-
tional man or the SoxZ. The work of
Smetification extends to all these
parts of man, as we see in the next
dause—* your whole spirit and soul,
and dodp.” The body, its members,
ils powers, its instinets, its” desires all
undergo & purifying, elevating, emobl-
liny change as we cansee by compar-
ing the countenance of & wicked man
before and after his conversion, or
the conntenance of a heathen tribe
anda Christian Congregation. The soul
also with its feelings, desires, emotions
mdergoes & radical change; but the
chief seat of the Holy Spirit’s work is
inthe Spirit. Here lies the seat of
Divine life in the soul and from this
¢entre as life in the palm-trees, it
greads outwardly till the man is
vlolly under its influence. If this

be so how foolish all penances, and
self-infliction of pain as a means of
sanctification which has its true seat
in the spiritual nature of man,

4. Sanctification as to its progress.
In other parts of seripture the progress
of holiness in man iscompared to the
growth of the body (Ephes iv. 12); to
the growth of a seed (Matth xiii. 81)
to the growth of & free (Psalm 1. 8) s
and here the same idea lies hidden.
Paul gave thanks to God for the great
attainments made by the Thessalonians
in faith, love and hope (i Thes i. 2. 8.)
but for all this he does not regard
them ashaving reached the full stature
of man-hood in Christ, for he prays
that God would still carry on the work
he had began till they were sanctifed
wholly. Hence though we ought to
look and labour for rapid growth to-
wards full stature yet, we need expect
that growth only 1n accordance with
the laws of orderly, symmetrical de-
velopment imposed by the God of
peace.

5. Sanctification as to its pattern.
To sanctify in its lower sense & person
or a thing is to devote them to God or
bis servicee. In this sense the
tabernacle and its vessels were sancti-
fied. But to sanctify in its higher
sense is to devote a person to God to
the degree that he is changed into the
very image of God, who is the end of
all things. * Be ye holy as T am holy”
is the sum and substance of all growth
in grace. Hence to sanctify wholly is
to bring back to man, in every faculty
and power of his soul, that image of
God towards which all sanctified in-
telligences are rising but which they
can never reach. Here we see the
folly of calling any man master or if
being so taken up with human excel-
lency as to stop short of copying
Christ.

6. Sanctification as to its issme.
‘When & man begins to build a house
he means to finish it unless powers
stronger than he stop him, But inas-
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much as there is no power in earth or
Lell higher and stronger than God it
is to be expected that he will conduct
this business to a successful issue.
Paul says that much. “ Zaithful is je
that calleth you teho also will do it)”
ver. 14, There is no doubt that there
is such a thing as ¢ Christian Perfec-
tion” not only as to parts, in the
sense in which the infant is perfect but
as to digree in the sense in which the
angels are perfect. The Christian
from his very birth as a regenerated
soul is perfect as to parts; but the
perfection as to degree is the fruit of

| just as the growth
,result of years of sunshine ang Yain
[

"us now pray in the words of

lthe Higher Christian Life.

I.fc'c/e e, secking to find Thee,

—
part of God ayq
part of the beligyey
of the tree is tl,

much work on the
much work on the

from without and vital energy Within
working in mutual, and mystical hay.
mony. Seeing these things are so lot
Allgus.
> aftey
“ 0 Lorg
a'c.rz'rz’ugio
Jinding tp
no more to offend

tine who was an ardent secke
geve me a heart to desire Thee,

love Thee, and loving
Thee”

Tiuing Frsshevs,

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK.

BY THE EDITOR.

[Tho name of the Rev. C. C. Stewart, |
is familiar to readers cf the Curisriax|

MonTnLy 85 one of our regular contribu-
tors, till ho was laid aside from all work
by a long sickness which ended in deatl,
on the 19th of August. At the request of
the Session his funeral sermon has been
published. As many of our renders knew
My, Stewart personally, and all of them
through his articles, the sermon is now
published bere. Ed. C. C. M.}

Be not slothful, but followers of them
who through faith and patience inherit
the promises. Hob. VI. 12,

Our text speaks of the promises.
This Epistle speaks much of the pro-
mises. The Bible is full of talk about
the promises. Take the promises out
of the Bible, and you take out its very
heart, and you leave our hearts deso-
late and dead without them. It was
the promiscs that cheered the Patri-
archs in their wanderings, that sustain-
ed the Prophets in their anxiouswait-
ing, that strengthened the Apostles in
their teaching and preaching. Did
Abraham not go out from his country
and kindred, leaning upon g promise ?
“In thee shall all the families of the
carth be blessed.” Did Paul not go
torth to die, leaning upon a promise?

"‘ Henceforth there is laid up for me 4

croww.”  The Christian is the lipppiest
man on earth : but his full and cop-
plete happiness is not in possession ; it
isinprospeet; his happiness is not hcre;
Iit is hereafter. Here he walks nnt by
jsense but by faith. It is only by death
he comes into full possession of the
promised inheritance.

The text, again, speaks of diZjzme,
(be not slothful,) fzith, paticnee, as the
qualities necessary in those that would
inherit the promises. To lay hold of
eternal life, demands care, caution,
conflict,not because the gates of Heaven
are closed against us, they have been
opened in our behalf by Christ, but
because the country between the city
of Destruction and the Celestial city,
is in the hands of the enemy. All the
time dwing the rebellion in India,
the gates of Lucknow were ready
to fly open before its relieving army,
but as the country between was in the
thands of the enemy, that army could
get into the city that was prepared to
welcome them so joyously, only by
care, courage, and hard fighting. It
is only by diligence, faith and patience
while living that the Christian, dying
inherits the promises.
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hen our text in full view of these|a question as this our reply would Lo
facts gives us here, after the plain prac- |in the words -of the mysterious voice
tical fushion of the :Bxble o very useful | that came in ,the garden at B‘I'llan to
and important advice. Sceing per- | Augustine,  Zavke up and read. Take
fect huppuées.s 1? not in %qsscssxoii, but 211)1 'tlie ]flblle Ifil}(l rimlli the Ll%‘: of
in prospect, and seeing it is anarduous | Christ, study Him, believe in Hiin,
pusiness to attain to this inheritance, |love Ilim, hold communion with Iim,
it sots us on2 @ eourse that will greatly j copy Him as fur as He can be copied
if;; :ls to a successful issue :ﬁBe y% !i‘olllgw Him aud you will get into1 thé
followers (imitators, copyists,) of them |celestial City, you will inherit the pro-
who by faith and patience inherit the |mises.

OIises 3ut some will say the lesson is too
promises. o But s ah St s

It is & natural instinet for us to copy | high and too hard for us to learn at
the manners of those around us, and | this stage of our schooling. Our Lord
especially of those above us in wisdom |is so grgnt and glorivus, S0 inimitable,
and vears.  Wanting this instinet we }in His words and ways, so unapproach-
would never learn to act or speak to|able in His life and character, so dis-
any purpose.  Children copy their par- | tant by His ascension, that to set us to
ents and companions, poets catch the |eopy Him is like setiing a painter who
style of their {avontle author:s, qnd pain- | knows only %he first elements of .his
ters apply themselves to imitate the [art to copy that greatest of all paint-
oldmasters. Alexander the Great slept | ing, the picture of the Transfiguration,
vith a copy of Homer under his pil- by the greatest of painters.  To help
low, in the footsteps of whose heroes | ustocopy the great picture, is it not wise
Le strove hard to follow, and Themis- | to allow us to copy simplescenes at the
tocles suid that the victory of Miltiades | outset, and  pictures that are more
over the Persians would not let Lim jeasily imitated. If we canmot follow
sleep, so anxivus was he to imitate it. jthe Saviour, save afar off, may we not
Into his service God presses this in- | copy his Saints. Let it be so then:
stinet of man.  We are naturally our text says it may be so, and many
copvists, Lie therefore gives us injother passages of Scriptare tells us the
Christ & perfect pattern whenece to samme thing. ¢ Be ye followers of me”
copy. It is not simply that Christ is | Paul says. i Cor. iv. 16. Again, “ Be
owr Prophet to teach us, our Priest to, ye followers of me even as I also am
atone for us, and our King to govern iof Christ.” 1 Cor. xi, 1. ¢ Ye became

|

w, but He is owr Model to copy. followersof usandof theLord.” i.Thes.
« Fellow me,” is {he begining, mid- i. 6. ¢ Ye brethren became followers
& and end of Clvistian discipleship. | of the Churches of God which in Judea
“Let this mind be in you which was are in Christ Jesus,” i. Thes. ii. 14.
also in Christ Jesus,” Phil. ii. 5.1It is lawful and useful for us to
“ Christ also suffered for us leaving us , « follow the footsteps of the flock.”
an ecxample that ye should follow his| Koop thou the Leaten good old path
steps,” i Peterii. 21. Iftherefore any |  yluch ali tho Seits hat trod by faith

one here to-day says in his heart, « I With prayer night and dav.”

am ill at case in my soul, I find in a{You may safely and profitably study
life fashioned after this world no satis- |and copy Noah as a pattern of firm-
faction, but T have heard of something | ness in the midst of an apostate com-
better, I have here no continuing ecity, 'munity, Abrahamas a pattern of faith
but I have heard of one tocome. How | amid untold discouragements ; Joseph,
can I find true happiuess? Where Hesjas o pattern of prudence in high
theroad tothiscelestialeity 2 To such | affuirs; Moses, as a pattern of meek-

,
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1tess ; Job, of patience, Peter, of zeal,
Paul, of courage, John, of love. In
Christ's people we sce refracted and
reflected, as the colours in the rain-
bow, the divine graces whichblend into
a dazzling effulgence of glory in him
as the seven hues of the rainbow are
lost in the pure light of the sun. It is
pormitted us, therefore nay command-
ed, as an urgent duty, to read thelives
of those who by faith and patience
inherit the promises, to note their
perfections, and to use these as a
motive and a guide towards higher
attainments in the divine life.
et us beware lest we lose sight of the
Master in holding communion with
his servants. When we find the
lives of the Saints obscuring or hiding
the life of the Saviourlet us remember
the painter who, in a painting of the
last Supper, finding that the beautiful
cups on the table drew attention from
the Lord of the feast, defaced them
with a stroke of his brush saying
** Nothing must come into competition
with Him.” Lect the example of those
who by faith and patience inherit the
Promises be ever to us like the finger
post pointing always to something bet-
ter and beyvond; or rather like the
figure of Philip advancing before Nath-
aniel, beckoning him to follow, and
ever repeating, ¢ Come and see.”

It is not difficult for you, members
and office-bearers of this congregation,
to make this day application to your-
selves of this text and the truthsit con-
tains. Yowr late Pastor is, we have
good reasen to believe, to-day among
those who inherit the promises; among
those whose fall and complete happi-
ness is in possession and not, asin our
case, i prespect, to whom faithis now
sight and the promises, steadfast rea-
lities. In the language of the text I
would therefore say to yon—«Be ye
followers of him,” even as he also was
of Christ.

It is just four years next month since
lie wasordained in this church, as your

Only.

pastor. He came among you young:
he came fresh from college, with cq).
lege honours which he wore meekly.
he came, a matter of great account in
a pastor, with the close, correct, methe.
dical habits ofa diciplined student which
he retained to the very last: he came
with zeal and an appetito for work
characteristic of young Christians: Lo
came with a large fund of general
knowledge gathered from books ang
experience among men, and with g
good knowledge of the ancient langy.
ages so necessary in a theologian ; Lie
canie with a mild disposil.on and a
kind and gentle way that endeared
him to you all, and that got for Lim
many friends, beyond the bounds of the
congregation, and among his fellow
ministers; but he came with a weak
constitution, with the sceds of the dis-
case that kept all the time gaining
ground, and which, (for long dwining
makes cold sheets at last) has at last
carried him to his grave.

This is not the time, nor the occasion,
nor the office, nor the day for unduly
exalting man. The length of asking
you in the language of our text to be
followers of Him, I can safely go ; for
«Ye are witnesses, and God also, how
holily and justly, and unblameably ie
behaved himself among you that be-
lieve.” Without, therefore, going be-
vond the example of Scripiure or the
bounds of what you all know to be re-
asonable, I this day urge this duty on
you with all the solemmnity suggested
by the open grave, by which werecent-
1y stood, and where we shall soon lie,
and the judgment seat before which
we must soon stand.

Be ye followers of him (1.) As fo
his youthful picty. Though this idea is
not expressed in the text, it is plainly
implied in it. A life of diligence, faith
and patience, which ends in early life
as his did (for he was at his death only
82) must have begun in early youth.
At the age of nine, death, the prince of
preachers,entered hishome and mother
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* and children were gathered round a
father's coffin. O eloquent just and
mighty death,” exclaims an eminent
man, *“whom none could advise, thou
Dast persu:lded, and what none hath
dared, thou hast done.” How many of
15 owe our best lessong to the sermon
preached by this preacher. It was so
in this case. Deprived of his earthly
fother, he turned to God as the guide
of his youth, and putting lis young
band in the hand of Infinite Wisdom
1 asked Him to keep his feet, to lead
lim on. *O’er moor and fen, o'er
crag and torrent,” he led him on: kind-
ir and gently he led him on through
donds and sunshine ; wisely and well
1o bronght him up, providing for him
all he neceded, safely and sonndly he
Irought him through trials and temp-
fations, and now at last mercifully he
as taken him home to be with Him-
slf. To the young of this congrega-
fion in whom your late pastor felt a
deep interest I would say,—* Be, ye
followers of him.” ¢ Remember your
Creator in the days of your youth.”
It is good to bear the yoke in one's
youth. In the season of youth before
the conscience becomes scared, before
the heart grows hard, before the cares
of this world crowd on your hack. turn,
sshe did, to your Father in Heaven,
pat your hand in His and say to Him,

*Lead kindly Light, amid the cencireling gloom
Lead Thou me one

Tienight is dark and I am far from home
Lexd Thou nmic on,

Feep Thou my feet: I Qo rot ask to see

Tze distant scene: onc step enough for me.

Be ye followers of him (2) in his
wnstant diligence. God gave him ta-
Iafs. It is perhaps be? for us not to
say how many, whether one, or two or
five. One thing we are sure of, he was
far removed from the character of the
shthful servant that hid his lord's
money. He carefully improved and
emploved what talents God gave him.
At colleze he was known as a close and
gevere stadent. As a pastor he was

laborious and painful (i. c. painsiaking)
as the Puritans would call it. He
studied closely, carcfally, critically the
‘Word of God : earnestly, simply, faith-
fully from Sabbath to Sabbath he
preached fo you the gospel from this
place, preaching often when owing to
his weakness he should have been in
his bed. In such bodily weakness in-
deed did he often preach, and so much
did he suffer afterwards, that you can
now, when all is over, sce the point of
a remark once made by him :—*¢ when
we ask people for money, they think it
is the greatest thiug that can be given:
but I am often called to dutics that
feel so painful that to give money .
would be nothing in comparison.”
And then after his pastoral duties
were over, and when, in kindness to
himself, he should have rested, he took
the pen, and through the press he
spoke to thousands who never saw his
face in the flesh. One of his books
(Church Government) is well known to
vou. the other (Exegema) is written
less for popular use than for scholars.
By these books and by articles in the
Monthly Magazines and Religious
Papers of the day, though dead, he yet
speaketh, calling us not only to ponder
the truths he wrote, but to imitate his
diligence. His close intensc applica-
tion, which weakened a body never
strong, may have been too much. We
should perhaps say it was. But see-
ing the motive was not money, nor
earthly interests, of this fault we ought
to speak gently especinlly since
we seldom blame the soldier who scorn-
ing prudence and safety, rushes into
the place in the fight where the hard-
est fighting is to be done. We praise
rather, the warrior who despises his
life in comparison with victory. And
in o state of society where material
interests outweigh higher interests,and
where a regard to ease over rides often
our sense of duty, it is better to see &
man erring on the side of unworldly,

unselfish toil, and wearing out his
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ploughshare with work in the furrow {lect and cultivated miunds in our dgy,
rather than allow it to rust in the|It is to you a matter of knowledge alsy
ficld. how lovingly he embraced God's Sou,
You cannot follow him in his depart- jand how calmly he rested on him,
ments of usefulness : but to each iu his Like Mr. Standfast, that excelleng
own sphiere I would say “ Go and do |pilgrim, “he loved to hear his Lorq
likewise.” Not that I refer to your speken of, and wherever he saw the
worldlyaffairs, for thereis ambition and | pring of Lis shoe in the earth, there e
eompetition cnough among you to keep | coveted to set his foot too. His uame
you diligent in business: but my ex- jwas to him as a civet box : yea sweefer
hortation refers to the work of the than all perfumes. His voice was to
Lord. ILlders of the congregation be  him most sweet, and His countenance
stivred up by the death of your beloved the more desired than they that love
pastor to increased diligence in your most desived the Jight of the sun. His
work of visiting the sick, of caring for  word he did use to gather for Lis fuod
the yorng, of reclaiming backsliders, of jand for antidotes against his faiuting,”
comforting mourners, of rebuking the, You know also hew joyfully he spoke
opealy vidous, Sabbath Scheol teack- (to you of the promises ind how, seving
ers, parents, young men and maidens, jthem afar off, he embraced them and
old men and children, be stivred up to | confessed that he was bere only a pil.
repewed  diligence in yowr safrafton grim and o stranger. Al this s
work, and in vour gemeration work, #s known to you better than tome. Dut
old theologiuns express the two great it is not so much a matter of general
departments of Christian work, saving | kuowledge, (it could not be froxe bis
owr own souls, and saving the souls of jgreat weakness which kept him fron
those over whom we have any manner sceing but @ very iow) how 1mch he
of influence.  Slothinlness in these grew i this threefold faith during
two thing: is a dangerous thing and 2 inine months in the solitude of the sick
common thing ; he not slothful, there- jyoom.  To show you lus faith in the
fore, but followers of them who by {Bible, let me instance his plan vhen
difizence iuherit (¢ Promises.  Lieb us | the startling truth first davened on aim
work while it is day, for the night{that it was likely hie shounld have to
cometh when no man can werk. pass through a longand sore season of
Beye followersof him (3) in his fe22. | suffering, to end it wight be indeath,
Faith ix, as you have been often told, t He turned carefully over the leaves of
Zrust Iz God : but this definidon covers his Bible, searching cut passages and
wide graund.  To trust in God is to noting them in his book, aud inbis
receive His word as our rule of faith.memory, saying that on these truths
aud manmers ; to rest on His Son as he intended resting himself whatever
our Savicur, prophet, priest and king ; , troubles might avise.  Herve is one of
to rejoice in His promises as our sure jthem. ¢ This is a faithful saying and
and rich inheritance. To you \\'ho!\vorthy of all acceptation that Churist
have these past three years and more  Jesus came into the world to save
listened to your pastor's treatment of jsinners of whom I am chicef.” 1 Tim.
the word of God, I nced not say how {1 15. Shortly before he ed, to a
reverently he bowed his reason before friend who came in as hic was reading
the utterance of the Divine Oracle. this Bible he remarked 1 am looking
¢ Thus saith the Lord ™ was to him an | over my supports.™
cud of all controversy, iakingno appeal |  To show you his trust in Jesus and
thercfrom as alas! is too little thein his promises, let me instance lus
habit of young men of keen intel- lwish with regard to histwo infant boys
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who were the delight of his heart and
his only carthly wealth. Turning to
their mother he gave them over to her
to be to them in his place, saying,
«Bring these children up for Jesus.”
And as the end drew near his faith
grew stronger, until he expressed his
surprise that he could so calmly look
death in the face and feel so strong in
contemplating the change that was
often terrible in his eyes.

Ay hearers, in a world like this, in
a life like owrs, in such a complete
change of position as death brings to
ns, we need faith, faith in God's word,
faith in God's Son, faith I God's pro-
mises. Letusevery day exereise faith.
This is the wiy 1t grows strong: even
as the muscles of your arm grows
strong by using them. Exercise faith
in Geds' Ward, Son and Promiscs to-
day aad to-morrow, this duy and the
next, in small things and in great
things, I the affairs of the body as
wdl as in the afiairs of the soul, and
sour faith will become so strongasnot
to stageer when it faces the pain of the
dick-hed and the solemnities of the
dvine-howr.  Be ve followers of them
who ihvough fas#% inherit the pro-
mises. ¢ Lord increase our faith.”

e ye followers of him (4) in his
fatienee. If we define faith as trustin
Gal, we may define paticnce as sub-
mission to his will. This grace of
paii=nce is of high account with God,
and much pains does he take with us,
and much pain does he often send us,
{o teach us this lesson. His own Son
mast needs enter the school of sufler-
ing to Jearn 2 lesson the angels cannot
learn in heaven.  The Captain of our
Salvation was made perfect through
saffering.  He learned obedience (the
chief ingredient in which was patience)
by the things that he suffered. %She
necessity there is that we should learn
patience is one reason why there is in
this world so much bodily suffering.

“The experience of God’s people
shows,” an eminent author remarks,

¢ that bodily pain has » special oflice
to perform in the work of sanctifica-
tion. In the unrenewcd its tendency
is to exasperate ; when self-inilicted its
tendency is to debase and i)l the soul
with grovelling ideas of God and reli-
gion, and with low self-conceit. Bub
when inflicted Ly God on his own chil-
dren, it more than anything, teaches
them their wealkness and dependence,.
and calls upon them {fo submit, when
submission is most difticult.”

From this discipline of bodily weak-
ness and pain your late pastor was
never free from his first coming a-
mong you. But with the begiming of
last winter there ecame a sudden and
large inerease of suffering. On his

ray to this house to preach he was
arrested by Gor, and seut hack to his
home, I inight say to iis room, whicl
he hardly ever left £l you caxried himn
to his grave. That roum was fo him
a college where he leirned lessons
that the colleges of man do not teach.
All you could see, was the wasted form
of the scholar whicl: told of weakness,
weariness and pain, but you could not
see the profieiency in patience that
came from the schoulirg. In the
Gethsemane to which God sent him,
there was given him a bitter cup to
drink. TFrom the cup. as did his
Master, be started back at first in ter-
ror and amazuaent, begging thrice
that it might pass from him. DBui
when he clearly understood that it was
his Father's will that he should drink
of it, he bowed his head, took the cup,
saying, “Not my will but thine be
done.™

« Be ve also patient.” In the affairs
of every day let us excreise this grace
until we become strong in it. We
know not what frials may awsit us
before we leave this carth, and ib
surely is o sin and an aggravation of
our trouble to fret under it and rebel
like an ox unbroken to the yoke. It
becomes us therefore now, to-day and

to-morrow, to be excrcising this grace,
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to be patient towards others, patient
towards ourselves, patient towards the
crosses of God's providence and the
delays of God’s promises. Be ye fol-
lowers of them who by patience inherit
the promises. ¢¢Be patient for the
coming of the Lord draweth nigh.”
As a congregation you have passed
through a severe trial in the long ill-
ness of your late pastor. Had he
arisen out of this illness and been
enabled again to preach Christ, you
would not have grudged his long ab-
sence from his pulpit, on hearing how
mauch better he could extol the Savi-
our, after his illness and how much
more tenderly than before he would act
the part of shepherd towards you.
Bat .instead of sending His servant,
after giving him such proficiency in
divine learning, to labour here, He has
called him to his life-work up in hea-

however, you were partly prepard, in.
creases your burden of trial. I stateg
fact well known to all, when I say that
towards him who is now gone from you
you have acted from the very beginning
and especially towards the last with
great kindness and thoughtful conside-
ration. Our Lord has said « He that
receiveth a prophet in the name of 3
prophet shall receive a prophet's re-
ward ; and he that receiveth a righte.
ous man, in the name of a righteons
man shall reccive a righteous
man’s reward.” Youhave your reward
in some measure already. Bub as to
its fullness, you must wait for it,—iill
you hear the words ¢ Inasmuch as ye
have done it to one of the least of these
my brethren, ye did it unto me.”

“I commend you to God and the word
of his grace, which is able to build you
up, and to give you an inheritance
among them that are sanctified.”

Well I knew 'twasbut through Jesus
That the sinner comes to God ;
But with what we come to Jesus—

ven. And now his death, for which
2esivy,
A LIFE HISTORY.
Life wasonce to me liko sninmer,
With it glitter and its smilo,

1, asthoughtless as thoe ineects,
Trifled through the little while.

All was buoyant joy within e,
All was jubilant around ;

Need ot Jesus then I felt not,
So I neither sought nor found.

Baut the summer s00n ‘was ended,
And the gloomy winter came,

All my blooming joy«< wero blighted,
Into gricts of ovory name.

Still, I hoped the changing season
‘Would bring summer round agsin:

Butinstead tho gloom grew blacker,
Aud I soughit my Saviour then.

Yes, I sought, with cries and weeping,
But no answer was returned ;

Echo flung me back my pleadings,
*Twas as if my ¢ry were spurned.

Bore perplexed at the silence,
X more warmly did entreat ;

Stiil the car could catch no answer,
Save the heart's distractod heat.

Ah, 'twas here I mnissed myroad !
Iwas bringing Him obediexce,

\Vhen I should have Trought butsin;
So my knocking, thongh 2alf frantic,

Nosdmittance e'er conld win,

ThenIstudied to know better,
What already well Xknew ;

And the dutics that I practised,
Better still I tried todo:

TYet the darkuossgrew the docper,
And the silence graw moro dread ;

Till I felt my case was hopless,
And my soul among the dead.

Thenfl cast me, gelf-despairing,
On the Saviours boundless grace;
Not a hope had I of Llessing,
If he metnot such & case.
And 1 feel that need more urgent
Scarce on earth could ever be
850 I begged for one 30 ruined,
Mezcy instant, mercy fres.
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Then at once the peaceof pardon.
Did my sinkiug soul restore ;
And the love sprung up spontaneous
Which I could not force before.
When I took the place of sinner,
And at mercy’s footstool lay,
Jesus took His place of Baviour,
And at once put sin away.
Ah, 'tis ruinous to cover
Filthy sores with rage more foul ;
Lot us strip them bare before Him,
That His grace may make us whole.
He delightsin showing mercey,
To s sinner ewning sin ;
But the soul that seeks by doing
Not a smile shall ever win.,

COME, COME, COME.

Come to tho blood-stained tree
Tho Victim bleeding lies ;
God sets the sinunor free,
Since Christ & ransom dies.
Tho Spirit will apply
His olood to cleanse thy stains.
O ! burdencd soul, draw nigh,
For nono can come in vain.
Come, Come, Como.
Dark thoughthy guiltappear,
And deep tho crimson dye,
Thero'’s boundless merey here,
And Jesus bids thee fly.
oOu! do not:doubt his word;
‘There’s pardon full and free,
For justice smote the Lord,
And shoathos bor swor 1 for thee.
Come, Come, Como.

Look not within forpcace—
Within thero's nought to cheer ;
T,00k up and find relcase
From sin, and self, and fear.
If gloom thy soul ensbroud,
If tears faith’s eyes be dim
1f doubts around thee crowd,
Come, tell them all to Him.
Come, Come, Comae.

Rest to the weary soul
An aching breast is given:
Balm makes the wounded whole,
Love fills the heart with hoaven.
For thee, dear soul, for thee,
Theso pricelcss joys weregbought
Accept tho mercy free
That Christ toearth has brought.
Come, Come, Come.
Come with the ransemed train,
The Saviour's advent sing ;
Rejoice, thellamb was sliin .
Adore Ho comes as King.

And soon beforehisface
We'll praiso inhoaven above §
Triumphant ik His grace,
Enraptured with His love.
Como, Come, Comie.

SUNLIGHT IN THE HEART.

There is sunlight on the hill-top,
Thore issunlight on tho sea ;
And the golden beams are sloeping
On the soft and vordant lea <
But a richoer light is filling
All the chawmbers of my henrt,
For Thouart thoro, my Saviour,
And ‘tissunlight whero Thou art.

Thon hast whisper'd Thy forgiveness
In the socret ef my soul:
“Bo of good comfort, duughter,
For ] have made thoo whole,”
The *fowler’s suuro is broken,”
And loosed my captive wing,
And shail tlre bird bo silent
Which thou hagt taught to sing®

In the dust Ieave my sackeloth,
As the garb of other days,
For Thou “girdest mo with gladness,
And Thou rebost me with praise.”
And to that home of glory
Thby love hath woa for me,
In heart and mind asconding,
Aly spirit follows Thee.

Choose Thou for me my portion—
My bitter and my sweot ;

The cup Thy hand doth mixme,
I will drink it at thy feet;

‘While I'm waiting for that momont,
The brightest and tho bost;

When Thou shalt stoop to lift me
From Thy footstool to Thy breast.

Oh! ye who sit in darkness.
Evermourning for your sin,
Open the windows of your soul,
Let tho warm sunshine in;
Ev'ry ray was purchased for you,
By thoe matchless Jove of Ono
‘Who has suffer'd in ¢ho shadow,
That youmight see the sun!

Lord Jesus! Thou hast bought me,
And my life, my all, is Thinc;
Let the lamp Thy love hath lightod,
To Tby praiso and glory shine;
A beacon 'mid tho darkness,
Pointing upward whoro Thou axt:
Tho smile of whose forgivenoss,
Is sho sunlight of my hoart!

EvLex H, WiLuis.

—Lendon Christian.
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«WHO LOVED ME, AND GAVE
HIMSELF FOR ME.”
Gal. II. 20.
Tine—* There is @ gate that stands ajar.”
Thero is o love that passoth all
The love of friend or mother;
*ig lJove embracing great or stall,
»is love boyond all other.
‘Ohlove of Christ,how full! how freo!
For poor, lost siuners, ¢'en for mo;
For me, for me—
For sinnors a‘en for me,

1t was that lovo which bronght Christ down,
Hishappy home forsaking,
Qo hear the just Jehoval's {rown,
Qur sins upon him taking.
Oh lovoof Christ, how fall! how{ree!
To bear the weight of sin for me.
For me, for mo—
To bear my sins for me.
It was that love that made Him die
A death by God aceursed,
That thosc far off should be brought nigh,
To Iook 0n him they pierced.
Ohlove of Clirist, how fult! bow free!
To dien death accurs'd for me:
¥or me, for me—
A dcath accurs'd for me.

It was that love that madae a way
That Tmight get to icaven

And thus by faith may Ithis day
Know all iy sins forziven.

Oh love of Christ, how full! how free!
That made » way to heaven for me:

Yor me,for me—
Away tohcaven formae.

*Tis through that love that Jesus now
Tor its is interceding;
The sovercign Lord to whom all bow
The sinner’s cause is pleading.
Oh loveof Christ, how fulll how free!
To intercede in heaven for me:
For me, for me—
To intercedo forme.

*Tis throuah that love I hope to stand

When from the dust awaking,
In spotloss robes at His right hand
My place appointed taking
Oh lovo of Christ, how full! how freo!

To make a home in heaven for we:

For me, for me—
A home propared for me,
M. A, S.
Jure 19."

«IF THOU HADST BEENHERE."

Then, said Marthe unto Jesus, Lord, it They
hadst boen here, mny brother had notdied.—Johy
11, 21.

She did not turn with her sad half roproach,

Unto the friends who sought to comfort her,

Mothinks their steps hued sped on many & willing
errand.

And somo with thoughtiul care, performed thy
household tasks,

Which in that grief-struck homo lay &1l undons,

Heart-guided hands,yo may bo rough undbrown,

Bugin your helpful pity does true canuing lig,

And some bad watched with her Leside the beg

Whero Life ui:d Death were stexnly waging strifo

And when the confict o'cr,.and tho great stillness
came,

Thowmn kindly ones had closed the sightless eyes

Aud Inid tho hands upou the quiet breast;

E£ach activo office done, they softly came,

Not with low, racasured words most properly
doled out.

Al! no, but with quick, silent tears theyweps
with her.

Gricf often turns impatient at & word.

Or, where the ax:ow hides. the gentlest touch

Of speech may sting the wound.

They had done wiat they conld. Full well she
Luow

That in theirgift the hoon of lifo lay not.

They, too, 1nust sometimes lny nscoldasho;

They, siraightened for the grave. But there
was One.

Before whose boly presence Death stood stil,

Andlaid his weapon down. And to her Xord

Tho touching message went, *Ho whom thon
lav'st is siclk.”

Then through the slow, sad days she watched for
Hiw.

His angel-hernld, Death was sent before.

Shie couid not kuow how lis heart groaned for

her?

For him who “sleps” What yearning pity

TUrged Hisf{ootsteps on to reak Death's sleop.

Thus, thus, we mect the Master with our griefs,

And sorrowing, fall before Him murmuring low;

»Lord, if thon hadst been hero.”

Is Tonothere? What othervaice than His

Can bid the windsand waves of boubt“ he still?

And breathe,upon the tumnult of unrestHis bless-

- edpeuaco?

Is He not here, upholding with his strong and
tender arm.

When heartand flesh doth fail.

Sarcly our Lord draws over nearer when His
poonle mourn.

The heart thiit gronued at Bethany'’s low grave,

Beatswith warm, tonder sympathy o'en now;

In our afiliction, Ho is nfflicted still. .

Jesus, we tome t6 macet thee by the way,

And looking up in tearful thankfalness,

Ve bless Theo that Thou wast, that Thou art

licro
L.W.R
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@hvisting Lite,

PAIN, ITS RELATION TO WOR- | one of those puzzles that ought to

SHIP. perplex speculative an{I fﬁﬁﬁcﬁiV}g

ki is paper has come to us a|minds. And perhaps it does although

no{? f?::nta;smgegmed author in which {we do not hear much about it, unless

Jo says:i—On_purpose I have mnobiithe from such as are inclined to deny

pamed the parties from whom I havej)e existence of a supremely wise and
guoted as I do not wish even by imptica- good Being.

i be the means of circulating such
g&?‘:&re. Such literature I am sorry to We can understand the foree of the

P ad and its tendeney is the | argument in the hands of such per-
gﬁ%gﬁgxxﬁlﬁl;eiénial of future ;ysunish- sons. But we do not very well see,
ment, and ihe assertion of the human how one, reverentially believing in the
coul” We think it right to give these|power and presence of a great first
gentences from our.contributors letter t0cayse, and admitting the fact, that un-
esplain the references in the paper. Ed-| g4 His care and government, and
c.C. MJ] without contradicting the quality of

What a scething pot the world now ! goodness, inherent on Him, there still
is, old land marks are beipg found out| exists pain in the world, can, holding
and shaken. And too often men con-|such opinions, say that the God oflove
found their own rebound for the mov-{whom they worship is the God who
ine of the marks in question.  In thef governs the world.  We know full well
hot haste and hurry of the present)low such things are sought to be ac-
ase, the thought that comes is sup-|counted for, and by what means the
poscd to be new. It has been picked | fact in_question is proved to be avoid-
up by the way. Men have stumbled | anee of God's goodness. And we have
over it, and they knew not that it has|every possible sympathy with such 2
Leen before, perchance a differently|line of thought. But that does not
shaped pebble, or stone but the same}meet the point at issue as to why there
reenrting substance after all. should be pain at all. We know, it

Who will look back wpon the pastimight be replied, that it is needful as
are not all things become new ?1a discipline of life; that but for pain,
Who will plunge into the depth of our{man would perpetually run the risk of
consciotsness, are not all things re-‘injury to life and limb. And that
vealed and lying naked and open to!therefore pain to him is both Lgalth-
our grasp 2 The age of darkness and | ful and safe.
of fear has gone. We live in the light,} We grant that if he Iknew better
i; the constant recurring cry. Painlhow to avoid danger, and was not too
and sorrow there is in the world, but!lazy to do so, there would be little or
what, say some, have we to do with{no neced for pain. Nay, that just in
these things in the worship of ouriproportion as he avoided evil, he
God. Not much, perhaps, but let us|{would be saved from pain. DBut if he
see. provoked evil or had evil within T,

That there is pain in the world can-|{we do not see how in the nature of
not be denied. The experience of|the case he can be, or that it were
cvery one bears witness to the fact.|good for him to be exempted from
But that the world should be under|pain. The question before us is xot
the cave of God, whom we recognise|one of origin but of fact, that where
as 2 being infihite in love as in wisdom | evil is, there must of necessity be pain.
and yet pain remains in it, is, I think, ' We imagine none can deny this point.
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But mark how it may be reasoned
upon. If pain is necessarily connected
in some way with evil, and evil the
furthest possible removed from God,
the pain also must of necessity be far
from him also. And therefore the
nearer, we get to God, and the more
we become like him, the less wo shall
bave of pain, because the less we shall
bave of cvil. And if worship be a
coming near to God, then what of pain
can there be in it? In what, in the
worship, orin the coming, or in either?
Is pain ever outside of us? The origin
and cause may be, but pain itself is
always within.

“Tt is a miserable ignorance™ (so
says one of the teachers of the pcople)
¢¢of the happy worship, in which God
¢would have his human creatures en-
“gage, that prescribes a physical pain
“and privation.” And we verily be-
lieve that itis so. But'who ever pre-
serjbed it? We know sometimes that
the Doctor prescribes his potions and
his pills, and that these are not always
pleasant. But whoever thought of
our Father in heaven “prescribing”
pain. That would not be very loving
or kind. And yet whatever we might
think about the Physician, we know
that he is not wnkind because he so
prescribes for us. And why should
we think other of our Father in hea-
ven, even if it were so?

But, it is replied the state which
requires such things is not a happy
state. Is it therefore not religious or
worshipful 2 And why is it not a
happy state? Is it the physicians
fault, ouwr error, or the state of the
disease in which we are? If we would
be cured at all who is our best friend ?
Can any state be happy where disease
is? 'We do not ask if any diseased
person might not be happy? For
many might be insane enough through
the force of the diseaso to think so.
But if we would think aright, that
state is the happiest possible to us,
who are discased and sinful, that has

T ——
the removal of the disease in Process
however much of pain it might cog
us. The evil gone, pain ceases, byt
while it lasts pain must last too, It
would neither be wise nor kind othey.
ways.

But worship is not & removal of the
ovil, What is it then? Is it but 4
thanksgiving for pain removed? They
there can be no worship for the gop.
rowful. They must cease to be such
before they may worship. In a worg
worship is a thing for heaven, not for
earth, or on earth atall. But worship
gives no pain, nor does physic alway,
for it sometimes relieves from pain,
But is it not & means, or one of the
conditions of the cure that completes
itself in a higher state? Whatever it
may be then, now, it has to contend
with evil, dr it is not for us, and if we
say there is no “pain and privation
prescribed” in it, s0 we may say of the
doctor’s drugs, yet they may not work
their cure without both “ pain and
privation.” But the pain was notin
the drug, well suppose it was not, was
the physician so ignorant as not o
know that it would produce pain?
That might be, but it is not true of
our Father in heaven. A worship from
which pain is cast out, is the worship
of the sinless, it is not for us, it may
be ours, but not yet. "Worship for us
now has the joy of hope in it, and the
gladuess of thanks. But while we
have sin, we must supplicate and there-
fore suffer pain. It is painfal con-
fusion, and worse than nonsense $o
talk otherways.

It may be a “delusion” to say that
such things ave *prescribed,” but it is
a fact that they occurnotwithstanding.
Be the cause what it may, human
“jgnorance” or “wilful perversion,”
no one can entertain wrong notions
and yet not encounter pains physical
as well as moral in consequence. And
if the object of such statements be, as
isfmanifest, to do away with the idea
of physical consequences in the shape
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of pain, then the writer is manifestly
dissociating one part of our nature
from the other, and under guise of a
mavifest 1misstatement removing a
cousequence that most certainly must
come. The happiest relatxpnshlp of
life, between parent and child unless
in o perfect and o sinless state, which
his is not, necessarily involve much
of pain, and pain that does not termi-
pate with the mind but reaches the
pody also. And it is utterly impossi-
tle fo suppose such a child, full of
saults, attaining to its frue place in
respect of the father unmless through
suffering, and that suffering, while no
pleasure to the father, yet may involve
s pleasure, seeing that for the sake of
being what he ought to his father, hie
andergoes all that suffering. There
is no true access to the father other-
ways, and when we place God, in the
plice of the father as we ought, then it
takes the place of worship, not wrapt
p in it, but in the case of repentant
and sinful creatures necessarily accom-
panying it. Pain is not worship, but
a5 sinful creatures, we may not wor-
ship truly, and never feel pain.

FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT.

An Autobiography of last century : being
the Life and Conversion of Dugald
Buchanan as narrated by himself.

[Translated for the Christian Monthly.]

CONCLUDING SECTION-—CHAP. II,

[Wherein there is contained a narrative
of mny experience from March to Septem-
ber, 1743.]

I then spread the black catalogue of
wy sins before the Lord. The very
sight of it would have rent my heart
were it not that it was harder than the
nether nillsfone, and it should have
have humbled my pride as low as the
dust. O the sight was a shameful

L

sight! A sight sufficient both to rend
the heart and humble the soul.

Oblessed Jesus! who endured shame
and reproach on the cross for my sake,
0! blessed Lord, who had thy leart
melted like wax in thy bosom for the
hardness of my heart. O blessed Jesus!
who bore the burden of my sins on the
cross; a burden that would both sink
me into and keep me for ever in the
lowest hell. I havenow come to Thee,
the special reason of this day’s fasting,
is to lay hold of the free and gracious
offer of Christ, promising to be an all-
sufficient God unto me; and this in a
covenant way.

I have read the outward call in Thy
word, and I feel the working of Thy
Spirit within making my heart willing
to embrace Thee; therefore in thine
own strength I will go forward.

O eternal Jehovah! King of kings
snd Lord of lords: the great Creator
of heaven and earth, that keepeth cove-
nant and mercy, even thou alone art
God, and all the hosts of heaven wor-
ship Thee. All the tribes of the earth
are in Thy presence as nothing and
vanity. Theyare counted asthe small
dust of the balance, Lo! these are part
of his ways: but how little a portion
is heard of him, the heavens are not
clean in Thy sight ; and Thou chargest
the angels with folly, how much less
man that is a worm.

‘What is man that Thou art mindful
of him 2 and the Son of man that Thou
visitess him? O Xord Thou hast
created all Thy creatures to declare
Thy power and wisdom ! and Thou art
manifesting Thy providence in the
beautiful order of Thy glorious govern-
ment over all things. But it is man
alone of all Thy creatures in this lower
world Thou hast made capable of wor-
shipping Thee; for Thou hast created
him in Thine own image and given to
him a reasonable soul.

Thou didst graciously entere into a
covenant of life with him, and with his
seed (in him) upon condition of perfect
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obedience to Thy holy law, and Thou
didst give him strength to fiulfil his
part of the covenant, threatening to
punish him by death on the first act
of disobedience, and man being left to
the freedom of his own will, fell by his
iniquity ; and hath cast himself and all
his seed into the depth of sin and
misery from which it is impossible for
them in their own strength to arise.

And now Thou great and terrible
King! I am here before Thee one of
this guilty race. I confess that Ihave
sinned in Adam my covenant head;
and that I have lost Thy glorious image
and in its stead I have received the
image of the devil, I have also lost my
knowledge of Thee and of Thy will.

Darkness and ignorance have spread
over ny understanding, and my origi-
nal righteousness also I have lost, for
I was shapen in iniquity and born in
sin; with, as it were, a chain of guilt
woven around my neck. And as for
the holiness that was within me it fled
away and my heart became a pit of
corruption full of all uncleanliness.
There is also in my heart a fountain of
wickedness that seems never to be
empty, I am now an enemy to Thee in
mind, yea, enmity which will not ac-
cept of peace when it is offered. All
the powers of my soul are now so much
disordered that I cannot think of Thee
for a moment without having my un-
subdued thoughts rushing forth think-
ing of the devil, of the world and the
flesh. O Lord I am in myself a dis-
pairing creature, I perceive the sword
of Thy justice turning every way keep-
ing me from the tree of life ; and I am
now fully convinced that neither man
nor angel can help me.

Therefore I must certainly perish
unless thine own right hand will help
me, but let Thy great name be glorified
who from all eternity perceived this
misery, and in thine infinite love pro-
vided a fit remedy in laying help on
One Mighty to save, even Thine own
eternal Son the Lord Jesus Christ,

with whom Thou didst enter into gy
everlasting covenant in the name gyq
in behalf of Thy elect people that Le
might redeem and save them by takipe
their natwre upon Him and in satisf)s
ing divine justice in their room, aud iy
magnifying the law which they have
broken.

Glory be to Thy great name for re.
vealing this covenant to Adam in parg.
dise, (viz., that the seed of the woman
would bruise the head of the serpenty,
And now, O Lord, Thou hast revealed
this covenant in the everlasting Gospel
by giving free and full assurance to
every one that would lay hold of it,
according to Thy terms, 7.¢. by xeject
ing their own righteousness and by
laying hold of the free and gracions
covenant as ibis now revealed in Cluist,
and by placing all their trust in lis
righteousness for justification, the same
shall have life and salvation.

And in the preached gospel I am
called to the fellowship of Christ the
Captain of salvation.

Therefore in obedience to Thy divine
command, and Thine offer as my war-
rant, I a poor sinner lay hold of the
covenant for life and salvation, believ-
ing in Cluist crucified the Captain as
he is offered and revealed unto me as
my Great High Priest. He who by
offering up of Himsclf atoned for sin
and brought in everlasting righteous-
ness for poor sinners. Because of this
I hope I shall have Himself and His
righteousness as my portion, and in
Him and through Him, that God will
be my God to make me happy both
here and in eternity. And now O my
God, to-day in this place, I rencw my
baptismal vows, and deny the dev,
the world and the flesh, and I call
everything around me to witness thal
I will in the strength of Thy grace dis-
annul all my covenants with death and
hell, I shall have no other Lord but
Thee, and I believe Thou shalt drive
away any other false God that will at-
tempt to sit on Thy throne in my
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and Spirit, that I may cast aside my
own and this world's wisdom, and I
take Thee alone as my Priest and King
for time and eternity ; and Iwill never
forsake Thee, come what may.

‘What makes me so confident is the
unchangeableness of Thy love, because
those Thou hast loved, Thou lovest
them unto the end.

O God the Holy Spirit! I receive
Thee as my sanctifier, (as my) guide
and comforter. Thou art welcome into
my heart, shouldst Thou come as a
spirit of judgment, Blessed is he that

cometh in the name of the Lord. O come |
and destroy my strong lusts, and my |

corruptions, do not spare any of
them.

O glorious Trinity! the three persons
in one Godhead! I am in this place
eonsecrating myself and all that I pos-
sess to Thee a willing sacrifice. And
as I have in time past yielded my
members as servants to unrighteous-
ness and uncleanliness ; so now I yield
them servants to righteousness unto
holiness, and my will which was very
rebellious, I now entirely yield to Thy
holy and blessed will, and my dark
mind that it may be enlightened by
Thy Holy Spirit, that I may know
these things freely given to me by God,
and to help my memory to remember
Thy precious truths that I may medi-
tate upon Thy law day and night, and
to make my affections that arve earthly
and carnal, spiritual.

And I give up unto Thee my heart,
which is deceitful above all things, sin-
Tul and unclean. O make it as Thou
wouldst have it to be! Make it tender
and holy, and easily inclined to that
whichis good. Open, O all ye doors of
my soul, that the King of Glory may
enter in to dwell there for ever.
Lord search (Thou) every corner of
this rebellious heart, and banish there-

0

order. Watch over the city, otherwise
my watching is in vain.

O Lord accept of this offering, and
send Thy Holy Spirit to conseorate
my soul and body a temple for Thyself,
since Thou hast declared in Thy worg
that Thy will is even my sanctification,
O! let Thy will be done. O Lordt
I appeal to Thyself seeing Thou art ap
eye witness of me that this is my soul's
desive; and I ascribe all the glory of
this desire to Thy Holy Spirit, who
caused my heart by Thy grace to be
Thine entirely.

O Eternal Jehovah! Father, Son
and Holy Ghost! I confess this day
that Thou art the Lord my God: and
I believe Thou hast avowed me as one
of Thy peculiar people, to hear Thy
voice, and Thy statutes, and Thy judg-
ments to do them.

T call heaven and earth to witness
that I seek to be saved alone in the
way of free grace. I make all my
promises in the strength of Christ. I
do not rely on my promises to Thee;
but on Thy promises to me.

O blessed Jesus ! Thou art a surety
of this covenant from all eternity, and
in the fulness of time Thou art a surety
for the fulfilment of it in Thy elect
people, by the aid of Thy Holy Spirit;
therefore I believe that Thou art wmy
surety also. Glory be to Thee, 0
Father of my Lord Jesus Christ! to
whom from this day henceforth I shall
call my Father for Thine cternal elect-
ing love, revenled in the fulness of time
by sending Thine Eternal Son to the
world to save sinmers, especially me.
Glory to Thee, O God the Son! for
Thy love in saving me the chief of
sinners. Glory to Thee, O God the
Spirit, who came into this world to
apply this purchased redemption to
sinners, Glory be to Thy name who by
Thy mighty power stopped my career,

from every enemy, that Thyself may when I was with swift steps hastening
occupy its highest throne: set Thou|down into hell: Thou hast caused me
Thyself up its gates, and keep the key |to return, and made me willing in the
that none can enter in without Thy lday of Thy power as on this day.
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Glory to Thee for the sweet fellow-
ship ‘of the Holy Spirit I enjoyed this
duy. This day was set apart for fast-
ing, but Thou hast turned it to be a
day of feasting. Let my soul rejoice
in the Lord and in his goodness, for he
hath satisfied me with the fatness of
His house. I do not seek to be satis-
fied for anything I have received or
enjoyed ; my soul is erying for more.
0 Lord continue this desire, and let it
never be satisfied lest I forget Thee;
neither permit me to be in want lest I
sin in gleaning ears in other fields, and
notin the field of this kind friend. O!
let me not for ever turn away from
following Thee, should I be persecuted
or cast into prison for Thy sake, O!
let my people be Thy people, &e. Glory
to Thy holy name for revealing Thy'l
willin the Bible. I thank Thee that
my lot has fallen in this land where
Thy salvation is known, and that I
had christian parents who educated me.

I praisc Thee, that I am content
with the portion Thou hast bestowed
upon e of the good things of this
| life. I have Thyself as my portion,
therefore I cannot be in want. I have
all Thy divine attributes upon my side
to make me happy in time and in
cternity.

0 my covenant God! all things are
from Thee ; and itis of Thine own I

have offered Thee this day. For I am

Cheistian

Thine by creation and redemption ;
therefore I beseech Thee for the sake
of Christ, accept with pleasure of this
offering, and forgive all that is amiss
in this transaction. I believe that
every thing Thou hast done for me,
and in me, at this time and in times
past is ratified in heaven from all
eternity, and is resting on an un-
moveable foundation, and is firmer
by far than the covenant of works
became, it is founded on a better pro-
mise that cannot be broken.

0 my God! save me from taking
theleast encouragement to sin, because
of the steadfastness of Thy covenant.
O grant that it will be to me rather a
fountain of comfort which will not for-
sake me all the days of my life, nor at
the hour of my death. That I may
rejoice in Him as my covenant God in
Christ, bothin time and throughout the
ages of eternity: and in concluding
the matter I agree with the whole
covenant, and I here subsecribe to it
with my hand, my heart, and my soul.
God is indeed true in the record he has
given us of His Son, and I set my seal
to it that in Him and nowhere else
there is eternal life.

In the cave of
therock the
6th day of
Aug., 1743.

» DucaLp BucHANAN.

J

Tl ght.

PRAISE.
Bx N.McK.

Fourtn.—The practico of exercising
ourselves in the praise of God has a
tendency to incite in us a desire to know
more and more of His character and
works.

By 2 law of our mental constitution,
we should be incited to seek to know
more and more of God, did we once be-

gin heartily to take part in His praise.

We should feel anxious to ascertain
whether a more extensive acquaintance-
ship with Him would sustain our admir-
ation of his character, and our love to
Him for His mercy and grace. By the
operation of a mental law analogous to
the law of reaction in natural philoso-
phy, our minds would be stirved up by
the practice of praising God to scekfa
larger knowledge of him—to study’the
manifestations which He makes of him-
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self in creation and in providence, and
the revelation which He makes of Him-
self in His blessed word. It is mnot
simply for the delight which it affords
God to hear His rational creatures praise
Him, that He enjoins cn them this duty;
but also for the salutary inflaence which
He knows it will exert on themselves.
He Himself is the noblest object of
thought and the highest object of know-
ledge. Our knowledge of lower things
should be used by us as preparatory and
helpful tv the acquisition of a knowledge
of God. To enlarge our knowledge of
nature, natural laws, and creatures that
have no moral faculties will not secure
the praper and full development of our
minds ; for such a knowledge can have
1o direct influence for good on our own
moral powers. The study of the natural
sciences results in a moral and lasting
benefit only in so far as it leads us up
to God, or assists us in acquiring a more
comprehensive view of His wisdom,
goodness and power. Hence it is that
religion and religious ordinances are
necessary to secure the development of
our power in symmetry and beauty.
They bring our minds into contact with
God, a being whose person, character
and werks afford scope and exereise, not
only for our intellects, but also for our
aftections. Thus the exercises of praise,
when engaged in with the spirit and the
understanding, bring us to set our minds
on Gui. and incite wis to seck to know
more and more about Him.

Praise Him therefore ye that know
Him ; and seek to know more and mare
about Him, that you may praise Him
moere heartily and more fervently. And
by pumsuing this course your knewledge
and your exercises of prize will act and
react on one another. confirming you
more and more in the faith, and making
you more and more cordial in the
observance of the outward ordinances of
God’s worship.

Frrro.—The practice of engaging in
the pmise of God has a tendency to
muke s fursuke sin and grow in holiness.

This observation arises natunally oy
of the preceding or is involved injt
To be bent on engaging in the praise of
God leads to a more extensive kugy.
ledge of Him; and a law or suscep-
tibility of our nature makes us acquire
more or less readily something of the
character of the object of our knowled
and of our habitual contemplation, 'ﬁm
object or objects of our habitual conter.
plation will inevitably exert an influence
on our consciences, wills and affectiogs,
If the objects of our habitual conten.
plation arc inanimate matter, or crea.
tures that have no moral nature, our ip.
timacy with them will deaden our cop.
sciences and affections; if they are
beings of polluted natures our minds
will participate more or less in the pol.
lution ; but if they are intelligent,
moral and holy beings, our intimary
with them will exert an ennobling and
sanctifying influence on us.  This
principle is invelved in the scriptural
proverb, ““He that walketh with wise
men shall be wise, but the companion of
fools shall be destroyed.” It isonihe
same principle that the idelatry of the
heathen world, both in aucient and
modern times, has exerted such a de
moralizing influence on its votares
Many of the false gods were suppased
to be beings of lusts and passions, and
unto whom degrading indulgences wer
acceptable.  On the same principle in-
fidelity and atheism exert a bauncful in-
fluence en man. The principle ack
cither for goed or for evil, according to
the nature of the source of the infle-
ence. By this principle Christian fel
Jowship and a growing acquaintance
with God, exert a sanctifving and en-
nobling influence upon us.  Bui to
praise Him leads to a growing acquaint-
ance with Him, and a growing acquaint-
ance with Him produces a sanctifying
effect on our souls. We cannot long
and intelligently praise Him for His
excellence without striving to imitate
those excellences according to ow
measure.
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Ye therefore that hunger and thirst
after righteousness and that long to be
holy, bo much engaged in the work of
pra.isi!l.‘-‘! God. Praise Him for Hic ex-
cllences. Praise Him for His mercy.
Praise Him for sending His beloved Son
to seck and to save the lost. For by
thus engaging intelligently in the praise
of God you will greatly promote your
own sanctification.

Sixt.—God gives His blessing to
thgse that praise Him; like prayer,
praise brings down the divine blessing.

Tu one view of it praise is an expression
o gntitude. Praise, as has already
been said, is a proof of our appreciation
of God's character and of His loving
kindness ; and to those who appreciate
Llis character and value His favours,
He will dispense more and more of His
Hessings. God often withholds blessings
from us because we have not thanked
and praised Him for past favours. Praise
is acceptable to Him, and He promises
{5 manifest His kindness to those who
amge init.  He says, “Offer unto God
thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto
the most High; and call upon Me in the
day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and
thou shalt glorify Me.” Again, *“Whoso
loreth praise glorifieth Me, and to
him that ordereth his conversation a-
rizht will I show the salvation of God.”

Would we therefore enjoy thefav our
«fGod? Are there blessings which we
reed and which we wish to obtain?
When we pray let us praise and thank
Him for the blessings which we have al-
rady raceived, and then may we expect
cofidently to obtain those which we
zk  Let us stir up our sense of gmti-
tade, and mortify the murmuring and
diseantented spirit.  Murmuring and
diseontentment ill become us. We have
aen very unworthy, still God has acted
kindly towards us; we have rebelled,
<till He has bestowed on us many favors.

““TWe ith our fathiers sinned have,
And of iniquity

Too long have we the workers been :
We have done wickedly.”

And yet we are the recipients of many
mercies. Let us therefore praise Him,
for His love, for the plan of redemp-
tion, for the mission of Jesus. Let us
approach Him in Christ and sound His
praises; and then may we expect rich
blessings.

SevexTH.—Praise must be offered to
God in the name of Jesus, and with the
aid cfthe Holy Spirit.

The mediaiion of Jesus is the only
channel through which we may expect
to find acceptance with God,—the
righhteousness of Jesus is the only
ground on which God can look with ap-
probation on our services—our prayers,
our praises, our obedience. Jesus is the
way, the truth and the life. No man
can come to the Father, cither to sue for
mercy or to offer praises, but by the Son.
As the ceremonial offerings of the peo-
ple, under the Mosaic economy, must be
presented in the temple service by the
priests, so must the spiritual offerings of
believers under the Gospel dispensation
be presented by Jesus Christ, the High
Priest of our profession, who hath en-
tered into the temple not made with
hands, there to appear in the presence
of God for us. * He that endeavours to
approach God without a Mediator will
find himself in a sad mistake, and meot
with a grievous disappointment. We
need a Priest now to mediate between
us and God, yetnot a human priest like
the priests of Rome. We need Jesus;
and apart from Him neither will our
pravers or praises be aceeptable to
God.

We noed also the Holy Ghost to
guide us in our service of praise to God.
But Jesus has promised to give the
Holy Spirit to those who come unto
God by him. He will give them the
Spirit to lead them into the trath, to
comfort them, to enlighten them, and to
aid them in all religious exercises. Thus
trusting in Jesus and relying in the aid
of the Holy Spirit, men ought to exer-
cise themselves in the becoming and



168

THE CANADA CHRISTIAN MONTHLY.

comely duty of rendering praise to God.
In reverence and humility let the voice
of praise and thanksgiving 1o God be
lifted up. ““Great is the Lord and
greatly is He to be piaised, His great-
ness is unsearchable.”  Praise Him all
ye people, Jaud Him all ye nations ; for
His merciful kindness is towards us, and
the truth of the Lord endureth forever.”

Erweuru.—The exercises of praise pro-
mote heavenly-mindedness; and they
are an excellent drill and apprenticeship
preparatory to the never-ending praises
and hallelujahs of the upper sanctuary.

Drill prepates the soldier for the con-
tests of the battle ficld. By his ap-
prenticeship the mechanic acquires skill
and dexterity in his trade. The reci-
tations and the competitions of the
school and the college prepare the divine
for the pulpit and the Iawyer for the bar.
In no department of human activity
may we expect oursons to succeed un-
less they go through a proper course of
preparatory training. Who would ex-
pect that 2 man without any previous
training or practice could assist « band
of musicians at a public entertainment?
How strange then the infatuution with
which men hope to get to heaven and
to be able to take part in its devout and
holy services while they refuse or neglect
to make any preparation or to acquire
that heavenly-mindedness which would
give them a relish for the unceasing
praises of the Redeemer above.

In the words of Baxter, let me say,
“ Be much in the angelic work of praise.
As the most heavenly spirits will have
the most heavenly employment, so the
more heavenly the employment the
more will it make the spivit heavenly.
Hence the work of praising God being
the most heavenly work, is likely to
raise us to the most heavenly temper.
This is the work of the saints and angels
in heaven, and it will be an cverlasting
work. Preaching and prayer and sacra-
ments shall cease in heaven, but praise
and thanksgivings, and triumphant ex-
pressions of love and joy shall abide for

ever. The liveliest emblem of heavey
that I know of on earth, is when the
people of God, in the deep sag
of His excellency and bounty, from
hearts abounding with love and joy,
Jjoin together both with Leart and voige
in the cheerful and melodious singineg o
His praises. Little do we know hey
much we wrong ourselves by shutting
out of our prayers the praises of God, o
allowing them so narrow a place as we
usually do, while we are copious enoush
with our confessions and petitions.
christian, I entreat thee remember this .
Let praise have a large place in thy
duties.  Keep ready at band matter o
feed thy praise as well as matter for con-
fession and petition. To this end study
the excellencies and the goodness of the
Lord as often as thy necessities and vile-
ness. Study the mercies which thog
hast received or which are promised as
often as thou studiest the sins thou hast

committed. Praise the Lord for Heis
good. Sing praises unto His name for

1t is pleasant.”

But what shall we say to those wha
have no time, nor heart, nor inclination
forthe work of praisingGod? Whatshall
we say to those who, from day to day,
sit at well loaded tables, eat and depart
like so many irrational animals, withoui
a word of praise or thanks to Ged? tu
those who tumble into godless beds,
from night to night, without any as-
knowledgment of the preserving care
and the abundant goodness of God? to
those to whom the Subbath is a weasi-
ness, and who, instead of praising God.
profanc His name in vulgar oaths ? I
you expect to go to heaven and to spend
unceasing ages praising God? Then iy
what strange metamorphosis do you ex-
pect to be made to relish hereafter, that
for which you have no heart nor relish
now? You preparing for heaven!!
surely not : it were an offence to com-
mon sense as well a3 to the Bible to say
that you are, in your present condition.
If there be in the world of spirits a place
in which the praise of God is not heard
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it must be yourdestination, unless by
the grace of God you geta new heart

and a right spirit, while you are spared
of His footstool. Be wise now, and ask

Him to give you such a heart, a heart to
appreciate His mercy and to excite you
to praise Him. He is kind and merci-
ful, and ready to answer prayer.

G hvisitin vk,

MISS MACPHERSON'S WORK
AMONG THE CHILDREN.

‘The following letter written by Miss
McPherson before leaving England,
tells our readers of the onward pro-
aress of the work among the little
epes. Day by day we have attended
to the work He has given us to do;
watching the dying mother, who since
her widowhood has parted with all,
piece by piece, to feed her seven father-
less children ; our joy to be able to
iake entire cure of the three youngest,
and helping the others. Her end is
peace, heing a king's daughter, going
from her desolate chamber as a con-
queror to her mansion in glory.
Daring these two months of close
working and constant waiting on the
Lord in prayer, we have been dai-
Iv cheered by the many hearts of
vur sisters in Jesus who have been
lurdened to have a few bricks in our
new training Home, and the richer
brethren and sisters who have ena-
bled us to rescue and fill up our coun-
trv Home, once more.

As the children are constantly in-
:reasing around each Home in Can-
ada. the family wants do not dimin-
ish. We are thankful to see from our
baoks that there is an increased re-
sponse from Canadiars in money and
material, and & deepening interest in
our missionary longings for the spread
of gospel blessings wherever our
children go, through the agencies of
our evangelistic brethren and_sisters,
distribution of tracts, end books, and
the visits of our fellow-workers among

| hundreds of families every yesr. My

desire to sece more small Homes open-
led to shelter the destitute and friend-
less in our large cities is being accom-
plished.

Many & minister and missionary
are often at their wit's end in being
able to show to the dying father or
mother that their Christianity has o
practical out-come, and wonld be glad
to offer a home and a Christ-like care
of their little ones, shielding the or-
phans till started in life ; whilst, on
the other hand, hundreds of women
are idle, but longing to show forth
to others the great love Jesus has
given to them. May the past year of
wondrous blessing in Scotland result
in a greater increase of horny-handed
iabourers ; not only of preachers and
singers, but artizan, missionary work-
ers and spinning women, well-instruct-
ed scribes willing to sow beside all
waters, caring not whether they be
hewers of wood or Bezaleels of con-
structive powers.

In conclusion once more, beloved
fellow-workers, whether by money,
garments, or prayer, let us follow these
2,400 precious souls, and ask our
Father to take back from them many
a lean-hearted, single-cyed labourer,
that shall go speedily to the millions
who have never heard the wondrous
story of redeeming love. Soon we
shall all swell the glad chorus of
praise, giving Him all the glory for
permitting us to deny ourselves for
His dear sake.

Not only is this effort made
among the children, but other mission
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work is jovfully taken hold by our
voluntary helpers, one of whom writes,
July, 1874, from the home in Spital-
fields ;

While we are joyfully working for
our Lord among the toiling masses of
this East-end of London, He is ever
giving us fresh cause to praise Him
for His unceasing faithfulness and
love. Not afew of those attending the
Bible classes, as well as others who
had casnally come in and heard the
words of life, have been led to accept
Christ as their Saviour, and are now
rcjoicing in His love. Oh thatwewho
are servants of Christ, while rejoicing
over the sheaves which the labourers
are being honored to reap in Scotland
and in other parts, may see to it that
our sickles are sharpened by constant
communion with our Master, and go
forth to gather in from the fields white
already to harvest around our own
doors a large harvest for Jesus! In
the lodging-houses, where vice and
sin in every form are rampant, it is
only the voice of the Master in our
ears, saying, “I am the Almighty
God,” thatgives one hope of seeing
fruit: but w His promise, “My
presence shall go with thee,” we go
forth, and he cheersus by showing us
ever and anon some trophy of his re-
deeming power. One not long ago
rescued by divine grace “out of the
depths,” and now in Canada working
for Jesus, and owned of Him, writing
the other day referring to his new
home, says, “Lam very happy to say
that my lot has not been cast where
there is as much temptation to sin;
but if it had, I know in whom I am
trusting, that He is able to keep me
wherever I may be. And this is my
experience, that the more I rely on
Jesus as my strength, the less effect
the world, the flesh, and Satan have
‘Within the last few
days I have been able to rejoice, for
the Lord has blest me and mylabours,
and I have seen several young men

converted in our rooms; and I have
much hopes that by and by we shall
see many more saved, for it givesys
courage to persevere and wait patiently
on the Lord when we see owr labowy
owned and blest by God. I thank
God for the wonderful grace He i
giving His servants in Scotland, and I
pray that you may have some of the
shower in London, and especially at
the dear old Refuge among the poor
lost ones of those dreadful streets,
May you and the other dear workers
be bold in approaching the throne of
grace, and ask large things; for our
God is a liberal giver.”

Will our brethren and sisters in
Christ plead earnestly that from these
dens many more may be taken up and
washed in the blood of Jesus, togo
forth to witness for Him ? But « the
field is the worZd,” and while the Lord
permits us to oceypy here, some of our
fellow-workers have been led to give
themselves to service for the same
cause in the foreign field. One of them
is now at Paris preparing to go outto
Ceniral Africa, and while engaged
with his studies, is giving what time
he can to spreading the glad tidings
amongst the careless masses of the
French capital. On Saturday even-
ings & few Christian workers meet
there for prayer, and their special cry
just now 1is that France may taste
something of the blessings now being
showered on the north of England and
Scotland. Let us bear them up ioo
before the Lord, asking that among
the pleasure-seeking followers of the
god of thisworld and the darkened
devotees of popery, their testimony for
Jesus may be sbundantly blessed.
From one who has already gone outto
the African field we hear that from
the country of the Bapedis, to whom
he was carrying the gospel, mission-
aries are for the time excluded by the
determined opposition of the chief.
Finding it impossible to overcome this,
he has left threecatechists on the bord-
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ers of that country, where they will
gork for the Master, and wait till He
opens & door of entrance for them.
Two of them hope to cross the Limpo-

this month to visit some of the
porthern tribes, where the gospel has
never yet beer preached, and one of
which tribes is said to keep the seventh
day as a day of rest. Our prayer is
that the Lord Himself will be the
apener up of their way, and give them
qood success. The work is ome:
ad whether our post be in tue thiek-
ly-populated capitals of Europe,
among the Canadian homesteads, or
smong the tribes of Africa, let us bear
one another’s burdens before the Lord,
and do all for His glory.

Among the little match-box makers
and others around our own doors,
shom we gather in on Sunday even-
ings to tell them of Jesus, many a
teacher’s heart has of late been cheer-
od by the blessings the Lord has given,

and many a child now sings with a|

leaming face that tells out its truth,
«Jesus loves me, and Y know I love
Him." One or two who have been

called away have borne sweet testi-|
mony cn their dying beds to the love

of their dear Saviour, while many

others are showing by their lives thej

reality of the change, and amidstmuch
to oppose are living for Jesus in their
ovn lomes. How great the trials
some have to endure from ungodly
relatives and neighbours, many of us
may little know ; but the good Shep-
herd, whose they are, knows it all,
and to His care we commit them each
one. J.T.

Canadian friends, shall we let Eng-
lish brothers and sisters not only bear
the heaviest part of the burden, but
carry it all—cannot youw share it in
some way ? Christ's little ones are
needing homes. Can you not offer
food and shelter, even to such as

Annic and Ernie, so touchingly des-
cribed by a fellow labourer.

“MOTHER IS THIS THE DAY FOL BREAD.”

 Seeing is believing,” an old pro-
verb says. Oh friends, how furcibly
one felt this morning secing is realéz-
mg!/ Wil you ““come and see ?”
Shall wo leave the Refuge togcther
that has befriended so many an un-
cared-for, homeless one, and is now
sheltering little ¢ Annie?” She has
to see a dying mother; so, witha
Iittle hand in ours, wetracethese East-
end streets. A lesson by the wayside
teaches our hearts, coming through
that pale wee lassie of five with—

“ As a littlo child relien
On o care beyond its own,

Enows it's noither strong nor wise,
Foars to stir one]step nlone,

Let me thus with Thee abide,
As my Father, Guard, and Guide.”

These are the words and desires that
rise as we watch the little one so trust-
ingly being led. .

But as we near the familiar court,
she seems to lead us; and then, rush-
ing in at a small enfrance, she clamb-
ers a narrow stair. TFollowing her
closely, we are in time to see the
mother's embrace, as she murmurs,
“ My darling cLild!” She is very ill.
Consunaption has almost landed her in
the mansions above: for she knows
whom she has believed, and is not
afraid to go; “only waiting” the
Master's call to depart, and be at rest.
With what thankfulness she speaks of
the Home her Anniec hasfound ! “Oh,
do give dear Miss McPherson my
blessing, and tell her X Znozr she will
be amother to my child, andI can die
happy—quite satisfied for her. She
will be brought up in the fear ¢f God.”
But there is a little one of two that is
on the mother's heart. How she pleads
that he may be rescued also! “They
can only be growing up bad in this
dreadful place.” Even Annie (not
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much better herself a fortnight ago)
seems to take up the burden, us she
cries—*Oh, mother, Ernie is just like
a little black sweep. I wish he wasn't
outin thestreets.”” Presently she slips
down the stair, and we hear her say to
her big brother of twenty—‘Alfred,
why can't you wash Ernie’s face 2 I'm
sure you're big enough.” Perhaps he
would say, * That's women's work.”

And ab, isn't it 2 Thank God, there
are women to whom it is true joy to
tend those pinched, neglected little
ones, and who long to rescue many
such babies from certain ruin. But
the gold and the silver that should aid
them—where is 1t? Will not this
heart-rending story call it forth ?
Just listen as that mother of seven
tells us her sore struggle. The fa-
ther, who she fondly says, *never
found a fault with wife or children,”
called away ; their weekly £8 gone;
all. had to be pawned ; the Detter
neighbour left ; and still they were
staroing.

Olh, friends, that word would stir
your hearts, if you kuew the meaning
of it—if you had * gone through ityour-
seff.”  Some days nothing all day.
A little relief comes with the parish
allowance ; but many a morning those
hungry voices ask—*Motier, is this
the day for bread?’ Hear in fancy
your loved and cherished little ones
asking this, and you will feel for that
mother’s heart. She recalls one day
that she left them crying forbread ; but
she left one with them—the children’s
Friend. He quieted them;and when
after two hours the mother retured,
she found them sleeping. “But, oh,
she said, **that sight just broke my
heart, so starved they looked—even the
baby in Lizzie's arms—all justlikelittle
skeletons ! I couldn't help it; I just
sat down and wept.” Only with tears
could we listen to such & tale. No
other response would come as we took
in the picture; and it did not mend
our sorrow when she added, « There

were thousands such as them.” ()
the Zutense longing that her voice coulg
reach those drawing rooms yonder|
Will not the echo of it, coming in )
form, cause some, not in imaginatio,
merely, but in reality, to * come ayg
see ?”  Climb the dark stair, and Legy
for yourself these melting stories whie),
will fill your heart with pity, and net
leave you wondering what will interes
next. What a privilege, yea, big)
honour, it is to be allowed to tal
messages for Jesus! It was state]
lately in a crowded gathering of siy
thousand, as the misery of the poor
was dwelt on, that « if God were to
ask the angels in heaven if any were
willing to spend fifty or a hundreq
years down here to befriend some litt]l
shoeless, homeless boy, for whom ne
Clristian was caring, to tell him of
Jesus, and lead him to heaven, why,
in three minutes,” were the burning
words, I don’t believe there'd be my
angel left within the pearly gates.”
M. M. C.

‘WORK AMONG THE THIEVES OF
LONDON.

The following is from the lips ofa
London missionary as given in Mr.
Weyland's « Evening Hours : "— One
evening a wretched-looking youth of
sixteen came in here by himself. Young
as he was, the criminal expression pe-
culiar to confirmed thieves was strong.
ly marked in bis countenance, whil
the closely-cropped hair told that he
had recently been discharged from
prison. Upon my inquiring his reason
for coming to me, he replied, ¢ I've
been a tryin' to grab summut all day,
and haven’t had no chance, and Im
hungry. Do please, master, do some
thing for me.” And then the following
conversation took place between us:

¢« What's your name ?°

“¢Tom Pullings.’

¢ ¢ That's an alias.’
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«+Well, then, it’s Robert Wilson.’

«1That's another lie ; you must tell
the truth to me.’

«He hesitated, and then told his
right name ; S0 I continued the dia-
logne by inquiring : o
w«How long have you been living
upon the cross (living by theft) 2’

«:Three years; ever since I have
peen in London.’

««Why did you come to London?’

«w¢(ps' my poor mother died, and I
was miserable, and thought I could get
lots of work up here.’

««] see that you have beenin prison
—why don’t you try and get an honest
living 2’

«¢I've been locked up five times,
and I can't get no work; and I can’t
help grabbing things when I sees’em.’

«¢ How old was your mother 2’

«+ About forty.’

«<TWas she good to you?’

«+«Wasn't she ? that's all! But she
is gone, poor thing, she has!’

««Did she hear you say your
prayers 2

«¢Qh yes, when I was a little un.’

««Can you remember her chair at
the fireside, how she dressed, and things
she used to say to you?’

«+Yes, I does,” he replied, as the
tears started into his eyes and trickled
downhis cheeks; and there was a
choking in his throat as he exclaimed,
+oh, don’t talk about my poor mother
—she is dead, she is;’ and then he
buried his face in his hands, and sobbed
again.

«] sat silent for some minutes, all
but mingling my tears with his, for I
saw that the depth of his nature had
been touched, and the onesacred emo-
tion, which had survived three years of
depravity in London—love to his lost
mother-—had been revived, and that
this gave hope of recovery to virtue.

« Taking out my net purse, Ilet him
see a sovereign at one end and some
(s]ilvfr at the other, and laid it upon the

esk.

“T1 looked at him with pity, and
said, ‘the great God in heaven is the
¢ Father to the fatherless,” and he
hears the prayer of the poor and needy
when they cry unto Him. Now stand
up and hold your hand over my purse,
as though you were stealing 1t.’ He
did so0, and I told him to look up and
say after me, ‘my Father in heaven,
lead me not into temptation, butdeliver
me from evil.” He did so, with a tre-
mulous voice, and I requested him to
say it again; and then, with tears, but
with energy, he prayed again, still
holding his hand ovor the purse, ‘lead
me not into temptation, but deliver
me from evil, for Jesus Christ’s sake,
Amen.’

«J then left the room, and did not
return for quite five minutes. He was
seated in the same position, his eyes
swollen with crying, but the hard erim-
inal expression had left his counte-
nance. Addressing him abruptly, Ien-
quired :

«¢«How is it that you have not gone?
Why do you stay here ?°

¢« ] couldn’t go,” he replied ; I was
thinking of my poor mother.’

«<But you told me that you could
not help grabbing things; and didn't
you see my purse there 2 -

« ¢ couldn't touch it, sir. I cannot
pray and steal too. O, my poor
mother!’

<« After some further conversation I
gave him relief for the night, and in
the morning secured his admission into
a refuge for outeast boys. He behaved
well for several months, and gave evi-
dence of holy desires. He left, upon
employrent being obtained for him,
and he continued for more than a year
in well doing. About that time he
wrote to his relations, one of whom ob-
tained his admission into a business
house in his native town in Yorkshire,
and he is now married and in prosper-
ous circurastances.”

-
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COLPORTAGE.

_The work of Colportage is spreading.
The churches of Britain are sceing
more and morc the necessity of using
this instrument, for the spread of the
truth. “The modern press” said a
spealker lately at a public meeting in
Belfast, ¢ is the modern tower of Babel.
It aspires that its top may reach hea-
ven. He therefore who will subdue
the world, must first subdue the press.
They who will conquer the world for
Christ, must first conquer the world of
literature in His name. Let us in
faith cover our country with our agen-
cies (colportage) as with a net-work of
electric wires, and look for power from
on high to give effeet to the Divine
truth.” The British Messenger in a
recent issue thus speaks of colportage.
*“The word colporteur, as some of our
readers Jmow, is French: meaning in
that language simply a hawker ; but it
has become Cinistianized, because in
France first the hawker's work was
Christianized by the cmployment of
Ppious men, to carry about through the
country boxes of Bibles, tracts, and
other good books for sale. The plan
was productive of such good cffects in
spreading Bible truth in districts of
France where no Protestant minister
could have found aceess, that it was
adopted some time ago with necessary
modifieations in North America.”

In Britain, the work was first taken
up euneraetically by the Seottish Tract
Society, under whom about 210 colpor-
teurs are now cmployed over Scotland
and the north of England, circulating
a very large amount of pure and good

Literature. The West of Scotland oweg
very muech, in the same way (as g,
alsoEngland and Ireland), to the efforts
of a Christian gentleman, Mr. Matj,
of Auchindennan.

In the south of England this moqe
of usefulness has been taken up moye
lately, under the presidency of My,
Spurgeon, with the objeet, as he says,
“of counteracting the mischievoys
effects produced by an immense sale of
trashy and impure literature ;™ also o5
‘“an efficient Home Missionary Work
adapted to the wants of the country.”
There are as yet comparatively foy
colporteurs in England ; but the work
is already proved to be fitted for spe.
cess, by the reception given to the pious
men, by the increasing number of
hooks sold, and above all, by the evi.
dence afforded of “souls brought to
Christ, who would in some cases never
have been reached by ordinary means.”

Next to the results in Amerien, per-
Laps nowhere does the system promuse
to be more useful than in Ireland. For
that country it is peculiarly adupted:
for there the colporteur, with bis
friendly words and prayers, and lis
uncontroversial gospel tracts, and bis
Douay Bible or New Testament, finds
access where neither minister nor s
sionary would be admitted. The words

f life are thus penetrating the cabins
of the Munster and Connaught pea-
santry, quietly working good results.
Somue of the most intelligent fricnds of
Ireland are convinced that it is the
needed complement of all other gospel
agencies there, and is itself in many
rclzlspects the most hopeful agency of
all.

HAVE FAITH IN GOD.
By Rev. Wi, McKexzixe, ArmoNtE.

your whole course of life with astraight-
forward consistency. You shall not
then hold the crooked and wavering

_ Have faith in God: and you have a[course of the man who attempts to
singlencss of aim which shall adorn|please two masters, to serve God and
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msmumon. Your heart is not distract- |about the consequences which may fol-
od by tho fears of shame or loss, should |low. The present work is ours; the re-
ou offend or displease the many on | sultsare God's. *“Speakuntothepeople
Whose favour you build your hopes.|that they go forward,” was the Lord's
You escape alike the tortuous meshes|word to Moses, when the Red Sea

of mere worldly policy, and the dis-
graceful compliances of mere worldly
interest.  Before and above all these,
vou ean seu o clear path of duty which
cannot lead you astray, which does not
change with changing circumstances,
and in which, a simple faith in God
shall enable you to walk.

Have faith in God : and you lay hold
on & wisdom which shall guide you
richt through every perplexity. How
often, in our course through life, we
find owrselves in circumstances where
it seems hard to fix on the right path.
Worldly loss may stand on one side;
an offtuce 1o a friend may stand on
another ; the contempt and scorn of
those with whom we desire to stand
well, may appear on another; and
present profit or praise may invite us

rolled its waves Dlefore thewr. But
when they addressed themselies to
walk according to His word, o way was
opened for them even tlwrough the
midst of the sea. And so shall diflicul-
ties vanish, and dangers be averted,
when confronted by a simple faith.
¢ Commit thy way unto the Lord, trust
also in Him : and He shall bring it to
pass.” TFaith, in every case, points
out the safe path.

Tiave faith in God: and you shall
carry peace with you in every trial
threagh which you pass. You can
then see through the trouble, and dis-
cern the hand of God guiding and vver-
ruling all; and with a quiet heart you
can rest in Him in the midst of it all.
« A good man sheweth favour. Surcly
he shall not be moved for ever. He

on yet another side. At the best, it is shall not be afraid of evil tidings; his
a woeful shortsightedness that can see {heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord.
nofarther than suchlikenarrow grounds , His heart is established, he shall not
to determine our course. Like somebe afraid.” However great may be
belated wayfaver, on a cloudy night, the trouble, and though he way be
we are groping for our path uncer- helpless to avert it, he has a quiet
tainly, and must venture on in blind resting place to which he can ever re-
peradventure.  Faith in God reveals sort. * God is our refuge and strength,
the star above, whercby we can shape a very present help in trouble. There-

our course to the right end. The sim-
ple desire to ¢ follow the Lord fully,”
clears away & host of perplesities,
and makes the way plain through the
conflict of numberless apparently op-
posing interests.

Have faith in God: and you shall
find yourself sustained by a strength
to overcome all difficulty,and a courage
to face cvery danger. The path of
daty may be quite clear to wus, or the
work required may be quite plain, and
yot many are found to halt and waver
from the fear of apprehended difficul-
ties and dangers. Faith in God is
more concerned about the duty re-
quired, and the work to be done, than

fore will not we fear, though the earth
be removed, aud though the mountains
be carried into the midst of the sca.”
Have faith in God : because in that
way we are able specially to honour
Him. He says, “Them that honour
Me I will honour.” You may think
lightly of not trusting the Loxd fully
about matters of business, or family
affairs, or any work for His cause in
the world, or in the exercise of a
prompt and large hearted liberality.
But remember, all His words and
promises about these things are
certainly true, and God expeets them
to be received, and trusted, and acted
upon before men. He looks to His

I
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own people to honour Him in this way,
and He shall return them abundant
honour. By faith in God you honour
Him. Thus, it is no presumption in
any one to receive, and rejoice in the
blessed gospel. You might as well say
it is presumption in you to love God,
or to keep His commandments, as to
say it is presumption to receive and
rest on Christ as your own Saviour.
The most daring of all presumption is
that of refusing the special honour to
God, which He so specially claims;
cven the honour of being trusted by
the sinpner. This trust brings imme-
diate and abundant honour, for you
hecome the children of God by faith in
Jesus Christ. .

Have faith in God; because unbelief
profits nothing. Caleb and Joshua
alone, out of a whole generation of un-
believers, were spared to enter the pro-
mised inheritance. There are some
sins which seem to profit for a season.
«Covetousness profits the lover of gold
for a season, by giving him the riches
of carth. Gaiety profits the lover of
pleasure for a season, by making him
happy while the vanity lasts. But what
does unbelief do for us 2" It gives us
no shelter, no resting-place, when pas-
sing through trouble ; no strength, no
comfort in any trial. It brings us no
forgiveness of sin; no peace with God.
It gives us no blessing, earthly or hea-
venly. Unbelief can do nothing for us,
absolutely nothing. It can only make
us miserable here, and fit us for the
doom of the castaway hereafter. It
wounds, but heals not; it saddens, but
camot comfort; it darkens, but brings
no light. And as is the sorrow of it,
so is the sin of it. For, if there is
one sin more than another insulting to
the blessed God, and malignant in its
influence on our own souls—it is that
nnbelief which treats the God of truth
as if He were a liar, and shuts us out
from all the riches of His mercy and
grace.

Brethren, have faith in God. Have

faith to trust in every word He haty,
spoken, and in every promise He Laty
made. Have faith to follow Hin fully
in every varying circumstance of Yifp,
And then shall you dwell under ),
shadow of Him who is the Almighty
now, and then shall you be led into g
wealthy place, even into the joy of
:gur Lord, af thelast. Have ramy iy
oD.

“« NOW.”
(“BriTisH vaNGELIsT.)

There is a little word, but a very
precious and very important word,
constantly used in the Bible—tle
word “xow.” What, therefore, is the
most important thing for us to cousi.
der? First I will call your attention
to the words in Hebrews ix.26.

1. THE “Now” OF “‘CALVARY.™ *N\pw
once in the end of the world hath He
appeared to put away sin by the sacri.
fice of Himself.” There you sce the
cross, the death of Christ, connected
with the word “now.” Since that
word was written the world has roll
ed on for eighteen hundred years, and
still it abides in this book— ‘A%z, in
the end of the world hath He appear-
ed.” And what to do? “To put away

sin.” How ? “By the sacrifice of
Himself.”
2. THE ‘“~Now” oF REesurecrios.

Look at the fifteenth of Corinthians,
and you will see a blessed *now.”
“Now is Christ risen from the dead.”
Observe, the apostle does not say,
Now zuas Christ risen, but, “Now is
Christ risen.” Beloved friends, do you
believe that 2 Is the resurrrection of
Jesus linked on so closely with the
cross, and in your heart, that you cen
say, “Now is Christ risen from the
dead ?” Is it a present object with
you, a present joy, & present glory, a
present trust? ¢ Now?”  God's
mighty work in the death and resur-
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rection of Jesuls is now a present thing
ore my soul.
be’;Ve shﬁuld Imow it as & thing this
moment happening, the glory of that
resurrection, the triumph over death,
over liell, over Satan, the ascending up
into heaven, the passing through the
Jeavens to the throne of God; these
should be as present things before our
eyes. And see what it hag accomplish-
ed—the purging of our sins, and the
justification of the personthat believes.
“Ho was delivered for our offences, and
raised again for owr justifieation.”—
the one treading as it were upon the
heels of the other; the offences gone,
the justification complete. He was de-
livered for the one--raised for the other.

8. Tue “~ow” or Sauvarion. Let
s read a verse that gives the applica-
tion of the word “now" to the unbe-
liver, 2 Cor. vi. 2. “Bebold, now is
the aceepted time; behold, now is the
day of salvation.” It is a comment
on God's words to Christ. God said
to Jesus as He raised Him from the
dead, ‘I have heard Thee in the time
sccepted, and in the day of salvation
lave I succoured Thee.” X have
belped Thee out of the grave to begin
# day of salvation: I have heard Thee
from the cries of the cross to begin a
time of acceptance;” and from the
moment that God said these words to
Christ, the time of acceptance began—
the day of salvation began. So that
whoever you are, however vile, or un-
fit, or ungodly, filthy, or corrupt, God
says to that simmer, I keard Christ,
Iraised Christ from the dead, I began
by the reswrrection of Christ, my time
of aceepting sinners, my day of salva-
tion for smmers, and therefore God
s8y5, ‘“now,” without preparation,
without change, without amendment,
without profession, resolutions, pray-
arg; without anything, God says, “Now
is the accepted time.”

Beloved fricnds, we ought to bow
down to God’s voice and believe the
vord xow. Every thought of unbelief

»

lis contrary to God's word ‘*‘now,”

every thought of preparation. If I
say, I'll be ready in five minutes, it's
a deninl of the word “noz.”

But why shouldn't you have safva-
ton note 2 Doesn't God present it to
,you? Didn't He say while answering
1 His blessed Son at the moment of re-
| surrection, ¢ Now is the accepted time,
now is the day of salvation.”

Didn't He {ling wide and far round
this world that blessed word, * Now
75 the day of salvation?”’ 1 pledge my-
gelf 7o is the time when God will re-
ceive every sinner that comes to Him,
that trusts in Him, thatlooksto Christ;
but I can't pledge myself that He will
do it to-morrow.

Now is the day of salvation; to-mor-
row may be another day, for aughtl
know; to-morrow will be a. day of
judgment—to-morrow’s sun may rise
upon an earth blackened by the firesof
God’s wrath.

4. Tue “Now"” or “No CoNDEMNA-
Tion.” I invite you now to turn to a
verse for the believer (Rom. viii. 1), a
beautiful “now.” “There is therefore
nowe 20 condernnation to them that are
in Christ Jesus.” The ever-present
now—that now reaches on into life,
and stretches forward into eternity—
«There is noze therefore no condemna-
tion to them thet are in Christ Jesus.”
Like the eight souls in the ark, they
were shut in, and the door shut and
fixed by God, and while condemnation
poured down from heaven upon that
ark, and swelled up from beneath,
surely Noah could say, “There is now
no condemnation.”

And there is “ no condemnation,”
to those that are in the ark of safety
—Jesus—in Christ Jesus. You can’t
believe on Christ without being .
Him; you can't trust in Him without
being iz Hun. The door into Christ
is faith; faith lets you into Him, and
the door is shut, and there you are for
ever, because now never ends—*‘there
is noze no condemnation.”
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5. Tue xow or Nuarnvess. Let us|*ANpw to appear in the presence of Gog
look at another “now?” in Eph. ii. 18.|for us,” Heb. ix. 24. Thisis our sus.
"This is a blessed “now” too. “Now in | taining—¢“now” Christ is our blesseq
Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were|High Priest—“now.” Take, beloveq
afar off are made nigh by the blood of!that “now” with you; as bc]ie\'er,;
Christ.” You were once afar off, but|walk with it, consider it, have it cvery
you have heen made nigh to God, so moment of the day with you. In the
nigh that you cannot be nearer. Tlmt{timo of temptation say tfo yowrsel
which brings nsnigh is the blood, that <“Christ is nezv in the presence of God
which keeps us nigh is Himself— | for me ;" in the hour of difficulty sy,
Cluist ; thai which opens the way of | “Aba in the presence of God for me,
nearness to God is the blood, that in|It is a never-ending “ now™ a blessed
which we are accepted and brought|“now,” for our souls, again ang
near is the person of Christ. “Apze |again, as believers. So that if Ibe
in Christ Fesus” Ttis “now” to the |tripped up by Satan, I ean say, “He
sinner the moment he believes. is 71070 in the presence of God for me.

It is glad tidings, that if I havesalva- [ If I fail, if X doturn aside, “He isnow
tion, if I have Christ, if I am redeem- |in the presence of God for me.” He
ed hy the blood of Christ, I am injis never there for anybedy clsc, but
Christ, and T am there forever; and |always for us; itis night and day
because I am so safe, I onght to be!work; you can't wake a moment in
walking with God, to have my place|the night, but you may say, “He is
by the side of God. now in the presence of God for me.”

6. Tur “~ow” or Sonsure. Twrn to | you can't open your cyes in the mom.
another verse, 1. Jolm iii. 1-8, “Abz|ing, but you may say, “He is aow in
are we the sons of God.” Can any-|the presence of God for me.” Be
thing be more absolute ? We don’t;loved friends, are not these thé words
wait to be sons : we have not got the |of God ? Are they not true words,
hope of sonship, but the reality; we|strengthening words,comforting words?
are born of God now; the future is|{Look at the Lord Jesus now inthe
glorious, but the present is certain. | presence of God for you—for cach, for
We have the future as a certainty, | all of you that believe.
because of the certainty of the present;| 8. Tre “sow” or Fmar Dernwver
and therefore, thonglh no one as yet {ance. There is one cther “now,” in
has been scen as a son—though you | Rom. xiii. 11; <Now it is high time to
are not like sons inappearance, though | awake out of sleep, for nour is our sal-
no glory shinesin your face, though |vation nearer than when we believed.”
no clothing of light isupon you, thongh ! Observe the verse t' at precedes i,
men can’t discern the difference be- | “Love worketh no ill to his neighbor.”
tween the believer and unbeliever as|It is no use for any one to say he is
regards appearance, though no one has | expecting the Lord to come if he is
ever secn a child of God as he will be [not showinglove to his brethren. I
by and by, for ““ it doth not yet appear | say, you are not expecting the Lord's
what we shall be,”—yet when He, |coming—you mey say you are, you
Christ, who is the Son of God, shall | may think you are, but you are not—
be manifested in His own glory, #ien|for the word of God tells me, that
shall we he manifested with Him in | directly the hope of the coming of the
glory. The future depends on the|Lord dwindles awsay, the servazt
present now, depends on being able beging to smite his fellow-servants.
to say, “ANoze are we the sons of God.” | There is no smiting of the fellow-sger-

7. Toe ““Nxow” oF INTERcEssioN. |vants till the servant says in his
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Jeart, ** My Lord delayeth his coming.”
And thus 1 believe the slumbprmg. of
the Church is shown by its divi-
sions.” .

w Nou' IS onr sa/:.‘n/zo/{ acarer than
when we believed.” It Is an ever-ap-
pro:whin;_: day, this glay of snIV{Ltlon—
it s drwwing certainly, steadily on-
ward, neaver and neaver ; so that if
vou could count the days and hom:s of
vour life since you behevgd, you mxght.
wy, by so much nearer is the day of|
alvation. Thus every moment as it
passes, every year as it rolls round,
cends us nearer to that da-y.. It is a
areat object bofore the believer, the
Jay of salvation— complete salvation.

Jtis not the day of judgment ; he
i» not nearer to a throne of judgment,
aplace where his whole life is to be
raked up and judged, but he is nearer
a day of safeation ; for Christ is com-
ine the sccond time—unto selvation,
ot for wrath, for < He ZatZ delivered
s from the wrath to come.”

But just as we are getting nearer
our day of salvation, the ungodly sin-

ner is necaver the day of damnation ;
he can't arrest or stop its steps; the
time will roll on. He may try to for-
get it, but he cannot stop it; he may
drown the recollection of it in drink,
he may be uuconcerned as to what he
is about, but God has stated the cer-
tainty of the day of damnation ; so that
the sooner the present “* sz of sal-
vation is accepted, the sooner the un-
believer says, ** L am ready now, I am
fit to bg saved now, for I am born in
sin, Lam covered with the rags of sin-
fulness,” the sooner he takes hold of
salvation, the sooner will he too have
this blessed * sozer.”

“ Mo is ow salvation nearer than
when we believed.” The day of salva-
tion is the day of the Lord’s return.
We are not fully saved now, because
our Jodies are not saved ; but that will
be the day of entire, complete salva-
vation—body, soul, and spirit; that
salvation will be glory; so that we
have the one blessed song sung—
¢ SarvaTion to our Gop which sitteth
upon the throne,and to the Lawus.”

@heistion MMiscellany.,

WORDS IN SEASON.
L—GEMS FROM BACON.

1. Vmree is like precious odours,

most fragrant when they are incensed
or crushed; for prosperity doth best
discover vice, but adversity doth best
discover virtue.

2. The Scripture exhorteth us to
possess our sowls in patience. Whoso-
ever is out of patience is out of posses-
sion of his soul,

3. Men must know, that in this
theatre of man’s life, it is reserved only
for God and angels to be lookers on.

1. A man’s life is not to be trifled
away; it is to be offered up, and sacri-
ficed to honourable services, public

merits, good causes, and noble adven-
tures.

5. A cripple on the right way may
beat a racer on the wrong one. Nay,
the fleeter and better the vacer is, who
hath once missed his way, the farther
he leaveth it behind.

6. There is no man that imparteth
his joys to his friends but he joyeth the
more; and no man that imparteth his
griefs to his friend, but he grieveth the
less.

7. Fame is like a river that beareth
up things light and swollen, and drowns
things weighty and solid.

8. Great riches have sold more men
than they have bought.

9. The first creature of God, in the
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works of the days, was the light of the
sense ; the last was the light of the
reason; and His sabbath work, ever
since, is the illumination of His Spirit.

10. Clear and round dealing is the
lonour of man’'s nature.

11. The mislayer of a stone is to
blame; but it is the unjust judge that
it is the capital remover of landmarks.
One foul sentence doth more hurt than
many foul examples.

12. I can find no space or ground
that licth vacant and unsown in the
matter of divinity; so diligent have
men been, either in sowing of good
seed or in sowing of tares.

18. It is not St Augustine’s, nor St
Ambrose’s works, that will make so
wise a divine as ecclesiastical history,
thoroughly read and observed.

14. Divine prophecies being of the
nature of their Author, with whom a
thousand years are as but one day, are
not fulfilled punctnally at once, but
have springing and germanent accom-
plishment through mauy ages, though
the height of fulness of them may refer
to scme one age. )

15. Earnest writing must not hastily
be condemmed;; for men cannot contend
coldly, and without affection, about
things which they hold dear and pre-
cions.

1. The harmony of a science, sup-
porting each part the other, is, and
ought to be, the truc and brief confu-
futation and suppression of all the
smaller sort of objections.

17. The night was even now; but,
that name is lost; it is now not Jaze
but early. Mine eyes begin to discharge
their watch, and compound with this
fleshly weakness for a time of per-
petual rest; and I shall presently be,
as happy as though I had died the first;
hour I was born. Believe it, the sweet-
est Cauticle is Nunc Dimittis,—Now
lettest thou Thy servant depari in
peace.

—

II.—GEMS FROM JEREMY TAYLOR,

1. Yaurn is the root of all bicssines
Believe, and you shall be soved. ﬂe
lieve, and you must needs be sanctificg,
Believe, and you cannot choose but bp
comforted.

2. Throw all the miserable comforis
of the world out of doors for rubli.},
and cast yourself upon the strength of
God, aud upon that alone.

8. Deep disputings will yield Ly
shallow comforts.

4. Mark the rain that falls fr,
above ; the same shower that dros
out of onc cloud increaseth supdry
plants in a garden, and severally, se.
cording to the condition of every plut,
In one stalk it makes a rose; in anotlr
a violet; diverse in a third; and swegt
in all. So the Spirit works its rqulg.
farious cffects in several complexivg,
and all according to the increase of
God.

5. Sweet Saviour! should any of
Thy servants love Thee better than 12
Should any of Thy disciples be mere
obedient than 12  No, Lord: for nowe
of Thine are so much indebted to Thy
passion, because none had so many sins
to be forgiven. How amiable are Thy
commandments, O Lord of hosts! My
soul thirsteth to be the nearest of thum
that stand before the Iiving God. Lixd,
let me love Thee as Peter did: Lind,
let me love Thee more than these,

6. Evary furrow in the book o
Psalms is sown with such seeds (cxxxv.
8; exdvii. 1.) I know nothing mire
constant to expel the sadness of the
world, than to sound out the praiscs of
Gad as with & trumpet; and when the
heart is cast down, this will make i
rebound from carth to heaven.

7. God is not extreme to mark what
is done amiss in every convulsion «f
faith, as Psalm xxxi. 22.

8. I give God thanks, that every
blessing of worldly comfort that I
prayed for, the longer I was kept frem
it; and the more I prayed for it, I
found it greater in the end.
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9. What! Art thou, Moses, more
merciful than God (Ps cvi. 23)?  Axt
thon more merciful to the people than
He who saves us from all evil? No.
Thou art infinitely short of the loving
kindness of the Lord; but He puts
thy charity to the proof, to sce what
vchement entreaties thou wouldst make
for the deliverance of the nation.

10. What comfortable orators (plea-
dors (are the mighty saints of God!
What a safeguard it is to us all that
fhev live among us.

11. The worthy servants of the Lord
may prevail mueh one by one: others
of the c>mmon rank had need to meet
by hundreds and by thousandsin great
eongregations, that every single man's
prayer may be a drop in a shower;
that while every man prays for all, all
mav pray for every man.

12. All that have & care to walk
with God, fill their vessels more large-
Ir as soon as they rise, before they
besin the work of the day, and before
thev lie down again at night; which is
to observe what the Liord appointed in
the Levitical ministry—a morning and
an evening Jamb to lay upon the altar.
So with them that are not stark irre-
ligious ; prayer is the key to open the
day, and the bolt to shut in the night.
But as the skies drop the early dew,
and the evening dew upon the grass,
yet it would not spring and grow
green by that constant and double fall-
iz of the dew, unless some great
shawers at certain seasons did supply
thevest ; so the customary devotion
of prayer twice a day is the falling of
the early and latter dew; but if you
will inerease and flourish in the works
of grace, emapty the great clouds some-
times, and let them fall in o full shower
of prayer; chooseoutthe scasonsin your
own diseretion, when prayershall over-
flow like Jordan in the time of harvest.

III.~—BIBLE THOUGHTS.

Isa. xiv. @, ““7 have spread out my
hands all the day unto a rebellious peo-

ple” Hardly any verse in the Bible
preaches afreer gospel, or sets forth a
larger love than this. With haund and
with voice God approaches the sinner,
beseeching him to turn, and beckon-
him away from hisevil courses. Those
who are thus besought are * rebelli-
ous,” or as the apostle expresses it,
when quoting the passage (Rom. x.
21,) ““disobedient,” nay, < gainsay-
ing ;" they “walk in a way thatis not
good,” they ¢ provoke God to anger
continually to His face ;” yet He does
not give them up nor cast them away.
He pities and yearns over them, and
stands entreating them all the day
long. Andwhen they will not be en-
treated nor hear His voice, He does not
take vengeance on them, but looks on
them wiih profoundest compassion,
and utters over them the words of
broken-hearted affection, *Oh, that
thou had'st hearkened to my command-
ments, then had thy peace been like a
river, and thy righteousness as the
waves of the sea,” Could pardon be
more free ; could love be more gener-
ous; could forbearance and long-suf-
fering be more abundant; could sal-
vation be nearer than this?— Be-
hold I stand at the door and knock;
if any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come into him, and
will sup with him, and he with me.”

——

THE BAG OF BEANS.

It was a sammer Sabbath evening
in London, nearly half a century ago;
and whilst thousands of people were
streaming out of the hot and dusty
city to seek their own pleasure on
God's holy day, thousands more, in 8
wiser and surer scarch after happiness,
were turning towards the various
places of worship, those blessed houses
of refreshment for the toilworn travel-
ler to cternity.

Surrey Chapel was, as usual, filled
that evening, forit was in the days of

Roland Hill's ministry there, when
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multitudes were brought together to|there was one member of his congre.
hear his stirring, earnest, though often | gation who could follow him no fyy.
grotesque utierances. His text opther than those first striking words,

this occasion, was, “ Ye are not ignor-, A young man, whohad been tryiye
ant of His devices;” and after an-| the experiment of fast life i Londou,
nouncing it, he proceeded, in his ab- with the usual result of an cmptivg
rupt way, as follows— «“ I was walk-, purse, and a tarnished character, ws
ing down Cheapside last week and I|aboutto leave his native land for a far
saw a man driving a lot of pigs. Now . country, and had been persuaded by
you all know that pigs are uncommon- ! faithful Christian friend—who ammidst
1y quecr animals to drive, for if you|all his follies had never lost sight ¢f
want them to go one way they are;him—to spend part of his last bubbath
pretty surc to go another. But this' evening in Englard in listening to
man did not seem to have any trouble;| Rowland Hill. He sailed for New
in fact, he was not driving them at all{ York next dey; andhis friend wateh-
in the ordinary way, but just walk-|ed anxiously for news of him. I
ing quietly before them, whilst they came at last, and what joy cume with
came jostling :ind grunting after him, it to the earnest Christian heart! « 1
as cager as possible. At lasthe came|am a changed man,” bhe wroe:
to a mnarrow openirz, up which he. ¢ changed through the blessing of Ged

turned, the pigs following close at his
heels. 1 was quite interested, and
determined to wait till the man came
out again, and then I went up to him
and said, ¢ My good friend, you have
certainly found out the secret of man-
aging pigs, und I should like to know
it, too, if you havenoobjection.” The
man laughed, and said, ¢ May be you
didn't see the dag of beart under my
arm, Sir? I was taking those ’ere
pigs to the slaughter house, and I
knew I'd have a pretty morning’s work

upon the sermuon of that good man
whom you invited me to hicar. N,
not the scrmon exactly, but bis open-
ing words about the bag of beans. [
wish I had heard them sooner—it
would have saved a great deal of mis-
ery if I had known how the Devil was
fooling me. I mever thonght I was
following him when I was so eagerly
pursuing what I called pleasure ; bat
I see it all now; and though I have
|fol]owcd him long enough to lose my
) situation, and my good name, and the

if I didn't humour them a bit, so, as I,chance of making my way in dear old
went, I dropped a bean now and then, { England, all is not lost—that goed
and ‘hat's a thing they're particularly man’s words stopped me égfore 1 kit
fond of, and tkey scampered along to;my soxl And now, dear—— 1
picl. up the beaus, never thinking that | have turned round, by the grace of
they were following me all the time as, God, and am following a betterleader;

wed.”  And thisis the way, continued
th2 preacher, raising his voice and
turning his penetrating glance upon
his congregation, ¢tbat the devil is
leading you poor sinners captive at
his will ; he knows very well how to
bait his trap for you, and I want to-
night te warn you, that you may not
be ignorant of his devices.” And
then, with a power that made the
hearts of the people thrill with excite-
ruent, he purened his subject. But

! you often told me there was real hap-
piness in His sexrvice—tZeae s/ Tam
happier now in my poor condition—
 beginning life with only a few shillings
(in the world—than I was when I
came to London with a full purse and
bright prospects, for I feel that the
Lord Jesus Christis my Friend; and
here, amongst strangers, Lhave great
joyin His company. and in reading
His blessed word. I had pleniy of
time to think about these things on
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iy passage oub; and there was a min- |HOW MUCH WAS HE WORTH »

ister on board, & good man, who was
yvery kind to me, and when I told him
1oy history, he cheered me up,

There is a terrible significance in

and , the question we somctimea -k, upon

caid that tite story of the Prodigal Son the death of a wealthy man, it we ouly

was eneouragement for me, and that,
powever far I had wandered, there

understood the real <ignificance of the
question. “How mmuch was he

was 2 sure pardon for me if I would jworth?” we ask.  And the angels

turn round and come to my Father.’

OUR ELDER BROTHER.

Brother, in thy day of need,
Sister, iu thy night of sorrow,
Weaker than a bruised reed,

Whaiting, tremnbling, for the morrow—

Whatsecer thy burden be,
Jesus whispers, ** Give it Mo!"”

Presses closo thy cup of pain,
Evermoro to make thoee sip?
Seokest thou relief in vain
From the chalico at thy lip 2
On the Great Physician calil
He will hezlthoe—tell Him a)l !

Spreads the temptor covert snares,
Whiting that thy feet may slide?
Hedges He thy path with caros—
Walking always at thy side ?
Luring but to plunge thee in
Deeper in the depths of sin?

Or do words and deeds—thino own—
Weigh thoeo to the very dust,
Shutting out the crown and throne—
Hiding from thy soul her trust 2
Stretch thy hand i uplift thy cry !
Loving, pitying, Heis night

Doth somecross t:efore thee rise,
And thou dar’st not leaveit there—
Yet, to thy beclouded oyes
Looks if terrible to bear?
Ask of Hua to give it thee—
Lire and Lov: that cross shall bel

Bows thy spirit in *ue dast,
Smitien thoughtless.y arnd sora—
Gathering up tho brokeun trust,
Locking toward fricnds no more ?
Lean on Him, thy Living Hoead—
All forsook Him once, and fied.

He forgavel Ob, then forgive!
Sinning, sorrowing, weary. woak—
Daro we unforgiving live,
We who daily pardon seck ?
Gather wo abou. His cross—
He will give us gold for dross.

might reply: “Worth? He wasn't
worth anything. His money was
worth something. His body is worth
something, as a source of fertility to
the soil. But he wasn't worth any-
thing.” So we vary the question;
“Yes, but how much did heleave 27
“Q0Oh, lcave?” It might be an-
swered, * yes, I will tell you. He had
houses, lots, bonds, stocks, gold,
notes, merchandise, farms; and he
left them all. He carried nothing
withhim. Naked and destitute came
he into the world, and as naked and
destitute he did go the way whence he
came. He carried nothing; neither
land, nor money ; nor yet did he carry
with him the blessings of the poor.
He left all, he carried nothing away
with him.”

But his neighbor has died—a man
who was not known on Change, nor
in the tax list. “And what has he
left 2 we may say, or, perhaps, curi-
ously ask. *Left?” He has left
nothing ; buthe hastaken much with
him. He has gone to heaven laden
with the blessings and gratitude of
the poor, of the helpless, of the young,
of the aged, of the widow, of the
friendless; of those whom he, by his
counsels, and hisacts, and his prayers,
had blessed ; of those whosc poverty
he had relieved, whose ignorance he
had enlightened, whose darkuess he
had dispelled, whose bodies and souls
hehad fed.” When Wilberforce died,
Daniel O’Connell said: “He has
gone up to heaven bearing a million
broken fetters in his hand.” Happy
he, whatever be mayleave, or may not
leave, on earth, who goes thus freighted
into the other world.—Good Words.
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THE MANSION-HOUSE AND THE
VAULT.

“It isappointed untomen once to die, but after
this thojudgment.”

How few seem to think of this, and)
act as if death and judgment were|
realities ! Many seem surprised at|
death, though in a world where sin;
reigns unto death. Yet some so ac-
knowledge the fact of their being
mortal, that they consider a family
vault a necessary appeundage to a;
wealthy estate; but, alas ! those who)
build the vault are sometimes the first,
to inhabit it. We lately read the fol-
lowing narrative :—

“ T onco knew arich man who de-
termined to have a very large and
beautiful house built for himself. He
bought a lot of ground in & beautiful
part of the city, and took great pains
to have the house built in the best
manner. There were many spacious
rooms and wide halls. It was planned
so as to be warm in winter and cool
in summer. No expense was spared
to have it as comfortable and com-
plete a dwelling as could be found.
No doubt, he looked forward to many
vears of enjovment in this new and
elezant house.

“ At the same time that this large
housz was preparing for himself and
his family, he had another built for
them. And there was a great differ-
ence between the two; for the second
house had but one small room for the
whole family, and that room was
mostly underground. It had, indeed,
strong walls, and was built of marble,
but it had no windows, and but one
small door; and that was made of
iron. Yes, these two houses were
built for the same people. The one
was for the Zzing family, the other for
the Zad. TFor the small low house
is the vault into which their bodies
are to be placed, as one after another

-

shail be called away from life.

‘¢ The vault was soon finished, ang
it was ready long before the large
house. And into which of them dg
you think the rich owner himself went
first to take up his abode ? Strange
as it may seem, he was ready for the
vault before the fine dwelling vwag
ready for him ; and many months be.
fore the spacious rooms of the new
house were fit to be inhabited, it
buuder was laid in the narrow, dark,
and cold apartment.”

How solemn this is! yet not sur.
prising, because death is God's just
appointment for man as a sinner, and
after death judgment. And who can
tell the next of whom it will De said,
¢ This night thy soul shall be requir-
ed of thee 2"

Are you, then, dear reader, prepar-
ed for this change ? Are you at peace
with God ? Do you know what it is
to be reconciled to God by the preci.
ous blood of Christ? We read in
Secripture that Christ died for the un.
godly, and that those who Lelieve in
Him shall not come into judgment,
but have passed from death unto life.
Depend upon it, dear reader, that
death and judgment will be eternally
terrible to you, unless you have taken
refuge in the peace-speaking blood of
Jesus. On that ground only can God
accept you. By the blood of Jesus
only can you escape the coming wrath
or find present peace. Well may we
sing—

“ Happy thicy who trust in Jesus,

Sweet their portion is and sure:

When the foo on others soizes,

Ho will keop his own secure.
Happy peoplo!
Happy, though despised and poor!”

Dear reader, remember it is God's
Word that declares, that, “The just
shall Jive by faith,” and * Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved ; 7 and you will find, if you
are called to leave this world, and
you are looking only to Jesus, and re-
lying only on what God says, you will
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be able to triumph in Christ, and say, |the mind : but if the-waste gate is
wThanks be unto God, who giveth us [always open, the water will soon run
{he victory, through our Lord Jesusshallow. Muny people usc their
Christ.” tongues too much. Shut the gate,
When Polycarp was exhorted tojand letthe streams of thought flow in
awear and blaspheme Christ, in order \till the mindis full, and then you may
1o save hislife, hereplied, “Fourscore let off with some effect.
vears have I served Christ, and have| 8. Never let the streams of passion
wer found him & good Master ; how  move the tongue.  Some people, when
then can I blaspheme my Lord and | they are about to put this member in
Savionr 2" motion, hoist the wrong gate—they
Anold African negro, who had long  let out poison instead of reason. The
cerved the Lord, when on his death- tongue then makes a great noise—
bed was visiled by his friends, who ,disturbs the quict of the neighbours,
lunented that he was going to die, exhausts the person’s strength, but
sving, “Poor Pompey is dying.” ;docs no good. The whirlwind has
Tihe vld saint, animated with the pros- | ceased, but what was the bencfit 2
pect before him, said to them with! 4. Look into the pond and see if
much earnestness , “Don’t call mcﬁhere is water enough to imove the
foor Pompey ; I Zing Pompey.” ,wheel to any purpose before vou open
When another was asked on his, the gate; or, plainly, think before you
death-bed, how he found himself he|speal.
answered, I have taken my good, &. Never put your fongue in motion
deeds and bad deeds and thrown them , while your respondent has his in mo-
tozether in & heap, and fled from both (tion. The two streamns will meet, and
to Christ, and in Him I have peace.” . the reaetion will be so great, the words
-_ of ncithci' will reach the other, but
. come back with a Minding, sprinklin;
THE UNRULY MEMBER. upon himself. 8
The tongue is called in the Bible; 6. See that your tonzue is hung
«an mnnly ovil.” Our own experi-,true before using it. Some tongues,
exce accords perfectly with the state-, we have observed, are so hung that
ment, and observations on the tongues, they sometimes equivocate consider-
of others have satisfied us of the fuct. .ably. Let the owners of such turn
We think the following rules, if care- | the screws of conseience until the
fully fllowed, will be found of great use | tongue moves true.
in taming that which has not yet been| 7. Bxpect thai others will use their
perfectly tamed. i tongues for what you do yours. Some
1. Never use your tongue in speak-, claim the privilege of reporting all
ing anything but truth.  The God of  the news, and charge others not to do
trath, who makes the tongue, did not,so. Your neighbor will net allow you
intend it for any other use. It will to monopolize the business. If you
not work well in falschood—it will run , have anything to be kept secret, keep
in such inconsistencies as to defeet,it to yourself.—Selcsed.
ifsx-l‘f.] To ulse the organ for publish-
ing falschood is as incongruous as the .
the use of the eye for feuing or the NEW Ok OLD.
ear for smelling. XNo sunshine but hath a shadow.
2. Do not use your tongue toomuch.| Curistiax beneficence takes a large
It isa kind of waste-gate to let off the  sweep. That circumference cannot be
thoughts as they collect and expand ;small of which God is the centre.
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Ir ot any time this day I shall
through frailty, forget Thee, yet Lord,
I beseech Thee, do Thou in merey re-
member me: make me mindful of
Thee.—Bishop Bayliey.

Ir is a plain truth that if & man de-
sires {o honowr God, to live according
to His commandments, he must trust
in Him, and any one that trusts in T
must love Him.

Six is never overcome by looking at
it, but by looking away from it to 1lim
who bore our sins—yours and mine—
on the cross. The heart is never won
back to God by thinking we ought to
love Him, but by learning what Ie is
—all worthy of our love.—Staupitz.

THe transgression of sinners was not
so great as the rightcousness of Him
who died for them ; we have not com-
mitted as much sin as He wrought
righteousness, who laid down His hfe
for us, who laid it down when He
pleased, and took it again when He
pleased.—Cyrif.

Tre ruin of multitudes has begun
with a desecration of the Sabbath.
Theywere in the sanctuarybuta partof
the day—then not at all—then read
novels and political papers at home—
then rode out, or spent the day in
some saloon or refectory, in company
with the wnprineipled and dissipated-—
then drank, gamed, and revelled—
then leaped over the bounds of honesty,
defranded or stole—aud then—but you
know the rest. And this is the down-
ward carcer of thousands—these the
steps by which they descended from
virtue, respectability and comfort, {o
corruption, disgrace, and destruction.

MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE.

In Caleutta, a new plan of mission-
ary activity has been found—open-
air preaching—in which all denomina-
tions unite. It has now been carried
on more than two months. The
meetings have been held in Maidan,

at College Square, and at Tank Square
—a fortnight in each place. Lagies
attend and join in the singmg, sittiy
on chairs around the preacher.  The
exereises consists of singing and two o
three addresses, chiefly English, noy
and then in Bengali or Urdu. “wy
or three hundred usually attend, ang
listen often very attentively. Thereisng
discussion. The hearers ave, for the
most part, well-dressed Babus, with
some Inglish and Eurasians.

The Caleutta Missionary Confer.
ence hasissued a circular letter to the
various missionary socicties, asking
that able English preachers be sent
out to India cach cold scason, for the
pwrpose of making short preaching
tours and addressing the large English
speaking  population — uropean,
Furaisian, and native—now to be met
with in all the great cities. The
three Indian Bishops, in their recent
letter to Convocation, make a similar
yequest. This mode of operation has
been fostered, if not suggested, by the
successful mission and labors of Pro.
fessor Seelye, in his late visit to India.

THE WESLEYANS AND THE
CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

The new president of the Wesleyan
Conference, Dr. Punshon, took occa-
sion in his address, after he had been
elected to the chair, to speak on the
proposals which have been made for
the absorption of the Methodists in the
Church of England. He said:—
¢ The longer I live the less I am dis-
posed to call down fire from Heaven
upon any; and the more I am con-
vinced that, if we are to do the old
Methodist work and to beer the old
Methodist witness, we must have the
kind and catholic spirit of primitive
Methodism. We cannot afford to be
intolerant in our treatment of intoler-
ance. We caunnot afford to trample
upon pride with greater pride. We
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cannot afford it, because it would neu-
tralize our witnese bearing, fret our
own souls, and bring us down from
our high sphere of hallowed toil. At
ihe same time we must maintain our
self-respect ; and as we are so_often
asked to consent to unite or be absorb-
o into another Chureh, I think the
time has come when on this question
of our ceclesiastical position we should
give forth no uncertain sound. Do I
misinterpret your mind 2 We believe
ihat we are a Church of God's making.
We are content with our position ; we
are assured of it; we have no misgiv-
ings about it; we Lelieve it can be
seriptually sustained. We have no
aufriendliness  towards  the  other
churehes  We do not wish to build
ourselves on their ruins, It is no joy
to us that there are among them
irritations of feeling and lapses from
f2ith. We should abase ourselves if
we conld be so small as to triumph in
the troubles of others. But we will
not be moved from the position in
which we believe God has placed us.
And the time is long gone by—we had
better decisively affirm it—when we
will listen to any proposals for union
except on equal terms.” These re-
marks appear to have been received
favorably by the Conference.

SUGGESTIVE PARAGRAPHS.

When the sun rises there is light.
Why, I do not know. There might
have been light without the sun, and
fhere might have been a sun that gave
no light, but God has been pleased to
put these two things together—sunrise
and light. So, whenever there is
prayer there is a blessing. I do not
know why. There might have been
prayer without a blessing, for there is
inthe world of wrath ; and there might
have been a blessing without prayer,
for it is often sent to some who sought
itnot. But God has been pleased to

make this & rule for the goycrnment
of tho moral and spiritual universe,
that there shall be prayer fivst, and
then there shall be an answor to
prayer.—Spurgeon.

Prayer requires more of the heart
than of the tongue, of sighs than of
words, of faith than of discourse. Tho
cloquence of prayer consists in the fer-
veney of the desire, in the simplicity
of faith, and in the earncstness and
perseverance of charity. The abun-
dance and choice of fiue thoughts,
studied and vehement motions, and
the order and politenessof the expres-
sions, are things which comyjose a mere
human harangue, not aun lnunble and
Christian prayer. Our trust and con-
fidence ought to proceed from that
which God is able to do in us, not that
which we can say to God.— Queinel.

Moses saw the Shechinal, and it
rendered his face resplendent, so that
he covered it with a veil, the Jews not
being able to bear the reflected light;
we behold Christ, as in the glass of
His Word, and (as the reflection of a
very luminous objeet from a mirror
gilds the face on which the rever-
Derated rays fall) our faces shine too:
and we veil them not, but diffuse the
lustre, which, as we discover more and
more of His glories in the Gospel, is
continually increasing.—Deddridge.

0ld age is not, father, the heaviest
of burdens, as thou thinkest ; but who-
ever bears it morosely he is the party
who makes it so; but if he bear it with-
out grumbling, he sometimes in this
way lulls it asleep, dexterously chang-
ing its character, taking away pain
and substituting pleasure, but making
it pain if he is peevish.—Alevandrides.

Tiook at Jehovah in His infinite love,
omnipotentpower, unsearchableriches,
universal dominion, unsullied holiness,
eternal veracityand unspeakable glory;
and then you may say, « This God is
my God forever and ever, and all that
He has is mine; why then am I cast
down ?"
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@ Rilven’s Tesisuny.

LIVING AND DEAD.
BY ELLA WHEELER.

A mother sits by the glowing hearth,

And she droamns of the days that will come no
more,

When the cottago echoed with vouthful mirth,
And tho patter of feot on the kitchen:floor;
Whon three little jackets in a row,
With threo little hats hung on the wall,
Ana threo soft voices whisperod low
The prayer tho mother hnd taught to all.

But thoe ruddy rays of the firelight
Ci:ecker a floor that is silent now,
And thonother’s hand iu vain to-night
Roaches in search of anupturned brow;
And the three littlo pegs stand brown and bare,
And tho mother cries, “ 0, but to seo'g
Tho three little jackets harging there,
Andtuo three fair boys who knoelt by me.”

But one lies under the ocean wave.
Down with the nameless dead ;

And vnolies in o Southern grave—
God alone knowsthe soldier's bed.

But tho day will como when the trumpel's sound
Shall waken the'dead to lifo again,

Trom the ocean wave, from the battlo ground,
The moth:or knows, ar d it saothes her pain.

Andwhatof the youth with the eye of light,

The last who clung to {ho mother's breass ?
Better by far did he lie Lo-night

Dead with the twain in their peacoful rest.
Better to die in his youthful grace,

‘With nevera lot on bis fair young name,
Than live with the curseof a bloatod face,

Axnd a soul thatis steepedin the dregs of shama.

And never that mother wopt, I woen,
Such bitter tears for the boy wholies
Somewlhere under tho grasses green,
Or he who slecps where tho sea-gull flies,
As uho weeps for the ono Death left to her,—
Her buaby-boy, who walketh now
In the rauks of the great destroyor,
‘With tho seal of the druukard on his,brow.

ALWAYS READY.

A lady once asked Mr. Wesley,
“ Supposing that you knew you were
to dic at twelve o'clock to-morrow
night, how would you spend the inter-
vening time 2"
he

“How, madam 2" replied ;

“why, just as I intend to spendit
now. I should preach this eveuing at
Gloucester, and again at five to-mor.
row morning ; after that I should ride
to Tewkesbury, aud preach in the
afternoon, and mect the socicties in
the evening. T should then repair to
friend Martin’s house, who expeets to
entertain me, converse and pray with
the family as usual, refire to my
room at ten o'clock, commend myself
to my heavenly Father, lic down to
rest, and wake up to glory.”

THE HAPPY BOY.

Henry was only nine or ten years
old. He lived in the pleasant vl
lage of W., and went to school every
day. This was nice: but each morn-
ing, before school, he had a walk ofa
mile and a quarter to drive the cows
to pasture, and of a mile on his return
to school.

When school closed, he went the
same road ; making, for the day, a
walk of four and a half miles.

The field where the cows fed was a
large one, of twenty or more acres;
and there were other cows in the same
inclosure.

The pasture was full of clumps of
willows ; and therewerc low, wet places,
where the bushes cast dark shadows.

Sometimes at evening the cows
would be good, and stand waiting by
the bars; but, if the day had been
hot, they would not have finished their
evening meal; and a weary, weary,
tramp would be before him.

Sometimes Henry liked to listen to
the songs of the birds in the oak-trees
by the way, or to admive the delicate
“ pussey willows,” or to gather hand-
fuls of wild flowers, or scarlet leaves
for the mother or sisters; but, when

the animals loitered lazily, it scemed
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as if all the cheerful birdies were sick,
aud he * ard only the dolorous con-
certs of the mourning dove.

One day of unusual heat, the cows
liad not come to meet him. Great
clouds flew past, and the sky began to
fook dark and threatening.

Henry took one wide, rapid, and
anavailing civcuit, and sped towards
home—over the fence, on the street,
past the guide-board, one house, a
long field, another house, & little fur-
ther ; and then he stopped. ¢ ‘Why,”
said he to himself, ¢am I running
nome? Am I afraid? I guess I
ot be.”  And he resolutely retraces
lis steps,—bacl past the house and
#eld, and another house, and guide-
board, over the bars; no familiar low-
ing here; away, away, amongst the
willows rising far above his head,
calling aloud, and then whistling to
keep his courage up.

Here and there, on and avound ; but
they will not come.

How tired and oxcited he was!—
now looking up, as the not distant
thunder began to roll ; and now peer-
ing about him, and listening for his
little herd.

«1 say,” he said to himself, ** why
haven't you done it before? Why
don't you pray ?"

How oasy it is for a child to got on
his knees.

Amid the thick bushes beside the
path, Henry reverently knelt and ask-
ed help of Jesus.

A sound of footsteps fell on his car;
and he rose, and walked leisurely be-
hind Spot and Beauty ; for they had
come ready io be driven home.

You may think it only happened
g0 ; but he thonght, and thiuks_still,
that Jesus heard and answered the
prayer of a weary and discouraged
little boy. He found father and moth-
er anxious about him as he came
dripping home in the storm; but he
was as happy as a boy can be.

Neewnries o Fbestine.

By THE

EDITOR.

e

CHAPTER IV.

BY JACOB’S WELL.

Ir was early in the afternoon of a
hot day, when our party was told to
halt. Dismounting and leaving our
horses to the care of the muleteers,
we made our way on foot through
cornficlds to what seemed a heap of
rubbish in the plain. This is Jacob’s
well, a spot in regard to the identity of
which there can be no doubt at all.
But why did Jacob dig a well in the
near neighbourhood of that beautiful
and bountiful stream of water which
runs close at hand ? It is not!difficult

to answer this question. 1t is told us
in Genesis, (xxyiii., 18,) that ¢ Jacob
came to Shalem, a city of Shechem,
which is in the land of Canaan, when
he came from Padan-aram and pitched
his tent before the eity.” There was,
it seems, therefore a city here once,
which hugged this stream on cach side
and drunk up no doubt every drop of
the precious contents. ‘Whercver Ja-
cob bought his lot, it was a clear
necessity to dig for water: otherwise
neither he nor his cattle could live in
summer. This explains the existence
of a well so close to the stream, and
without this explanation its existenoe

there would be unaccountable.
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There was once a house built over
the mouth of the well. The building
fell recently, and the rubbish gathered
over the mouth, so that we could see
nothing as to the inside. All we could
do was to kncel down and drop a peb-
ble through the openings between the
stones, which told us very distinctly
that there was water at the bottom
of the well, and that the “well is
deep.” .

Liet us look around us as we sit,
wearied with our journey, onthe very
spot in which Jesus sat, a few hours
earlier in the day, on that occasion so
memorable for Sychar, and so inter-
esting to Christian readers, who never
weary of the story of ¢ Jesus and the
woman of Samaria.” We are at the
north end of a level plain surrounded
on all sides by high hills. The plain
is not large, but it is rich in erops and
rich in historical associations as the
gathering place, in every age of their
history, of the clans of Israel. Out of
this valley to eastward, towards the
Jordan, therc iz an opening. That is
the road to Padan-aram, to Mesopo-
tamia, by which Jacob came on his
return from serving Laban when he
bought this parcel of ground. Out of
the wvalley to westward there is an
opening towards the Great Sea. This
opening to the westwardis gnarded by
two sentinels venerable in years, great
in bulk, lofty in front, and memorable
in history. These sentinels are Ebal
on the north side, and Gerizim on the
south side. Jacob’swell isright under
Gerizim, the mountof blessing, and at
the opering of this valley leading to
the ses.

But what small building is that in
an adjacent field, shining in a new coat

-of white-wash ¢ That is the spot where
*the children of Xsrael deposited the
bones of Joseph on obtaining posses-
sion of the promised land, (Joshua
xxiv. 82), the resting place of the best
son, the kindest brother, the wisest
statesmen that we know of in history.

There were other bones besides lis
placed there on the same oceasion,
Stephen tells us in u sentence that hag
puzzled commentators, that “ Joseph
sent and called his father Jacob to him,
and all his kindred, threescore and fif.
teen souls ; so Jacob went down intg
Egypt and died, he and owr fathers,
and were carried over into Sychen
and laid in the scpulchre that Abrg.
ham bought for a sum of money of the
sons of Emmor, the father of Sychem.”
(Acts vii. 15, 16).

Of course the name of Abraham is
a mistake in the above connection,
It could not be a mistake on the part
of Stephen, for he wastoo well informed
in Jewish history, and under such in.
fluence of the Holy Spirit as to be
above such a slip as to confound Jacol
and Abraham on a point where the
history is so eclear. (Gen. xxxiii. 18,
19, 20). It could not be a mistake on
the part of Luke, who was inspired.
It must therefore have been a mistake
on thepart of one of the earliest scribes
(for all the MSS have followed this one)
and stands (as Calvin and Hackett sup-
pose) for Jacob. The other difficulty
lies 1 finding Stephen say that the
patriarchs (“our fathers™) were car-
ried over into Svchem and laid in the
same sepulchre with Joseph, whereas
no mention is made of this fact. There
is no mention of the fact, but the fact
no doubtitwas. We know that it was
the custom in Egypt for the head of a
family to dig out in the rocks a sepul-
chre for himself and kindred, large in
proportion to his rank and wealth, and
indeed, a sepulchre is shown in Egwpt
among the tombs of Beni-Hassan
which is called the tomb of Joseph
andhis. If any of Joseph's brethren
died before him, as no doubt was the
case, he wowld bury them in his family
vault, and his willingness to restin
Egypt himself till the Exodus is ex-
plained, probably by the fact that his
vault was tenanted, and that he could
rest there with his brethren till the
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time of the departure from Egypt.!shn}vc(l us with pride their synagogue,
If the bones of the patriarehs lay there- ! tln:n- ancient 1'()]!3 and the Pentateuch
forc in the same room with Josepl’s| which no one is allowed to touch.
pones, what more natural than they Right through the town we went to
chould be carried with his bones :md}uur tents on the other side, pitched
and buric 1 with his bones in the pro-, u)ulvr the western wall, in a beau-
mised land.  This supposition, which tiful ~pot mnear the water shed,
is natural and probable, explains the, where the springs disport to  dif-
datement of Stephen and the t.l'adi-,ibrqllt seas, surrounded by such a
tions of the Jews, to the same effect as ! varicty of trees as to suggest the fit-
mentioned by the Rabbins and Jerome "ness of the spot as the scene of the
(Lightfort.) It is mot therefore the;pamblc of Jotham. **Jotham went
resting place of Joseph alone we sce;and stood on the top of Mount Geri-
there af the foot of the Gerizim, but' zim, and lifted up his volce and cried
the resting place of the twelve patri-.'mul said unto them, ¢ Hearkeu unto
arehs, of the men who dug this well, | me, ye men of Shechem, that (rod may
the men who followed their cattle over, hearken unto you. The frees went
that rich plain, the men that sold at.fortli on a time to anoint a king ovex
no ereat distance from this spot that'them.” Judges ix. 8. It is a re-
lrother whose ashes mingles with,markable fact that in the valley of
fheirs in sweet repose till the last, Shechem the trees have kept their po-
tmmp shall shake Ibal and Gerizim. sition during all these centuries as the
most prominent objects in the land-

seape.
We get & hasty supper, and hurry
to see the sun set from the top of
Gerizim. We obtained for escorta

CHAPTER V.
ON THE TOP OF GERIZIM.
The valley between Ebal and Geri-

zim, across which came and went the
Messings and the curses from the con-
fronting tribes, is one of the most
beantifulin Palestine. Werodethrough

young Samaritan, who talks a little
Enalish, picked up during a vist to
England, and in acting as guide to
English and American travellers. He

this valley, keeping close to the base of, was & very interesting and amusing
Gerizim and having the stream, toilad, benton plessing travellers by his
shich we have already referred, on,politenes:, and fieecing them by his

o vight. Nestled among the trees
rose before us the white walls and
minarets of Nablous, a thriving town
of several thousand inhabitants, inter-
esting to travellers from the colony of
Samaritans who, slowly dying out,
ding with increasing tenacity—the
oldest and smallest sect in the world
—to their synagogue, to their religious
nites and to their five books of Moses,
aid to be the oldest of MSS. Their
spirit to-day is that breathed by the
woman that talked with Jesus by the
well down yonder. “Our fathers
worshipped in this mountain, and ye
say that in Jerusalem is the place
where men ought to worship.” They

picces of old Samaritan Pentateuchs,
which he sold dear as being rave. He
was the same fellow, so he told us, who
went down into Jacob's well and fish-
ed up the remains of Mr. McCheyne's
Bible, which, our readers may recol-
leet, fell in 1889 into the well, as the
Scoteh Ministers, sent on a mission of
enquiry to the Jews, sat by the well's
mouth. It is certainly a fact that
parts of this Bible were afterwards
recovered (if memory is not at fault),
by Dr. Stewart, of Leghorn, for I saw
the fragments in the hands of a
speaker on the platform of Canonmill's
Hall, Edinburgh, and the veritable
hero of the descent and recovery now
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stood in our presence. From him we
obtained more information about the
interior of Jacol's well than from all
the books we had read.

We are at length onthetop of Geri-
zim. Some of the Students of Edin-
burgh University, during my atten-
dance, took to climbing hills in the
summer months, labouring under what
might be called, ‘“mountains on tho
brain.” A kind of Alpine Club, we
climbed the highest mountains in
Scotland, and didreally obtain views
of untold magnificence in the compar-
tively clear weather of July and
August. 'The view from Gerizim, not
unlike in some respects, i3 of less ex-
tent than the view from Ben Nevis.
To the South rolled away in billowy
ridges the hill country of Judea, whence
we had come, but there was no point
of interest visible in that direction.
To the West the Mediterranean layin
perfect stillness, like a sea of glass.
To the North the snowy top of Her-
mon, gleams in the silken light like a
crown on the head of the old man,”
(which in his Arabic name) sitting
there in regal glory, unmoved amid
the wreek of empires that fought for
supremacy at his feet. But the point
of chief interest to us was the deep
gorge of the river Jabbok, running
from the land of Gilead straight into
the Jordan, down which pass probably,
came Abraham, and certainly Jacob,
on their first entrance into the pro-
mised land. That Jabbok Valley is
therefore really the connecting link
between the east and the west. Down

that valley came the new nation, iy
the loins of Abraham and Jucob; the
new religion, which hasgone on spread.
ing till in its westward cowrse it hgg
penetrated the passes of our Rocky
Mountains to the Pacific sea-board,
Before the sun sets we have time
and light to examine the strange ruing
onthebrowof the hill,said to be theruipg
of the Samaritan Templo. A fewdays
before our visit the Samaritan colony
kept the Passover on the top of this
mountain. Black with recent smoke
was the sunken oven in which the
lambs were roasted. A thousand
years with the Lord is as one day, for
the hour, it seems, has not yet come,
(’thongh now from the fewness of the
Samaritans, it cannot be many years
distant,) when the Samaritans shall
no longer in Gerizim worship the
Father. And we askhere the question
without venturing to answer it. Shall
the cessation of Samaritan worshipon
Gerizim be contemporaneous with the
cessation of Jewish unbelief? The
Samaritans, now scarcely 150 souls,
shall cease looking to Gerizim notun.
til they cease to exist; but the Jews,
now over 7,000,000 shall cease looking
to Jerusalem when they begin to exist.
It is, however, a blessing that the
Gentiles are not left in darkness until,
in the development of God’s purposes,
these events—the extinction of the
Samaritans, and the conversion of the
Jews, date & new era: for ¢ the hour
cometh, and now 4, Christ said,
when the true worshippers shall wor-
ship the Father in spirit and in truth.

Eaitavint Fosievigt,

We wish our readers to understand that the 15th day of the month msy
be regarded as the day of our publication. We have been often ahead of
time, but this month we are behind somewhat, for which we crave the indul-

gence of our friends.



