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Vor. IV. } SAINT JOIIN, N. B., MARCI] 1848. { No. 3

CONDUCTED BY W. W, BATON, '

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Laving God.—Peter.  On this Rock I will build
my Church, and the gates of Hell shall not prevad against st.— The Lord Messrah.

T e e ——
RESTORATION Of THE ANCIENT ORDER OF THINGS:.

; No. ML

“ HoLy Fatuer—now | do not pray for these only, but for those
who shall believe on me through their word, that they ull may be one—
that the world may believe that you have sent me.”” The testimony of
the apostles, the Saviour makes the grand means of the enlargement and
consolation of his empire. He prays that they who believe on him
throngh their testimony may be united. And their union he desires,
that thie world may believe that he was sent by God, and acted nnder
the anthority, and according to the will of the God and Father of all.
‘The word of the Apostles, the vnity of those who beleve it, and the
“ conviction of the world are here inseparably associated. Al terminate
in the ¢. nviction of the world. As the Father so loved the world that
he gave his only begotten Son ; as the Son so loved the world as to be-
comg a propitiation fur its sins, ard as the Spirit came to convince the
world of sid, of rightecnsness and judgment, the conviction of the world
.ig an objeet of the dearest maguitude in the estimation of the Heavens.
All the attributes of Deity require that this grand object be achieved in
a cerlain way. or not all.  That way or plan the Saviour has unfolded
in bis address from earth to heaven. We all must confess, however
reluctant at first, that, in the government of the woild, there are certain
ways to eertain ends, and if not accomplished in this way they are not
accomplished at all. The fact is apparent, apd most obvious, whether
we understand, or can understand the rcason of it. As well might
Israel have dispossessed the Canaanites in any othcr way he might have
deviced, as we altempt o carry any point against the established order
of heaven. {srael failed in his own way ; in God’s way e was success-
fal. We have failed in our own way to convince the world, butin Ged's
wWay we would be victerious. Wigdom and benevolence combined con-
stitute his plan, and although his ways may appear weak or incompre-
heusible, they are, in their moral grandeur of wisdom and beuevolence,

s much higher than ours, ns the Lieavens are bigher than the earth.
For any thing we know, it was ia the bounds of possibilities for the
aviour to have founded his kingdum wilhout apostles or their word;
ut we are assurerd, from the fact of their having been employed, that

Yor. V. v
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his wisdom and benevolence-x¢quired, in reference to things on enrtin,'
and things in heaven, that they should be employed. 1f, then, as is

evideny, there isia certain way in which christianity can pervade the.
woild, and if the unity of the disciples is an essential constituent of this

way, hoi.grievous the schisms, how mischievous the divisions among,
tbem 1! While they ‘are contending .about their orthodox and their

heterodoxisma, they are hardening the hearts of the unbelievers at homa,

and shutticg the door of faith againet the nations abroad. While the

Saviour, in the prospect of all the sorrows that were about to.cnviron

him, in the greatness of his philanthropy, forgetful and regardless of
them all, was pouripg out his earnest desires for the oneness of his fol-

lowers, many who call themselves his disciples are fomenting gew. divi-

siong, or stregﬁous]y engaged in keeping up the old ones. They.n fact
prefer their paltry notions, their abstract devices, their petty shibboleths
to the conversion of the world. Yes, as one of the regenerato divines

said, somie time since, he would as soon. have communion with thieves
and robbers, as with those who disputed his notions about eternal gene-

yation, .or eternal procession, or some such metaphysical nonsense § so,
many in appearance, would rathe: that the world should confinue in

pagan darkness for a thousapd years, than that they should give up with
a-degmatic confession, without a life giving truth in it* From the Ro-

man ponuff down to a licensed beneficiary, each high priest and Levite

labors to build up the shibboleths ofa party. With every one of.them,

his cause, that brings him a morsel of bread, is the cause of God. Col-

leges are founded, acts of incorporation prayed for as sincerely as the

Saviour prayed.for the union of christians in order to the conyersion of
the world, theological schools erected, and a thousand contributions
tevied for keeping up parties and rewarding their leaders.

1 have no idea of seeing, nor one wish to see, the sects unite.in one
grand army,  This would be dangerous to our liberties and laws. For
this the Saviour did not pray. It is only the disciples of Christ dispersed
among them, that reason and benevolence would call out of them. Let
them unite who love the Lord, and then we, shall soon see the hireling
priesthood and their worldly establishments prostrate in the dust,

But creeds of human contrivance keep up those esjablishments ; nay,
they are declared by some-sects to be their very eonstitution. 'These
create, and foster, and mature that state.of things which operatesagainst
the letter and spiriv-of the Saviour’s prayer. The disciples cannot be
pnitgq while these are fecognized; and while these are not one, the
world cannot ba converted. So far from being the hond of union, or
the.means of uniting the saints, they ase the bones of controversy,. the
seeds,of discord, the cause as well as the effect.of division. -As rea-
gounbly-might we expect.the articles of copfederation that league the
¢ Holy Alliance™ to.be the constitution of.a republic, as that.the West.
minster qx any other creed should.become a -means.of uniting chnspans.
ItAmay,fm:.a‘ziJme hold together-a worldly estgblishment, and-be of the
sameServicg & an act of incorporation-fo & Preshyzenan,congrega}inn,

“*The bistory of the world has not informed me of one sinner broaght to topent:
8186 ox converted to Josus Christ by any confession of faith in existence.
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which miake thé unwilling tilling to pay thelr supends, but by and.by.
it becomes & scorpion even umong, themselves. - SN
+ But-the-canstitution of the kingdom.of the Saviour is;the New:Testa:
ment, and this alone i adapted to the ex’stenge of us .lingdom .in .the
world.  To resiore-the ancient order of things.thismust be,recogmzed,
us the only constiustion of this kingdom. And in receiyingciyjzens thay
must:be receivéd into the kingdorm, just as they were received by.the
apostles into it, when.they were in the employment.of setung it-up:
And here let us asky How did they receive them 2. Did they praposa
any arlicles of religions opinions > Did they impose any; inferential
principles, or require the acknozuledgment of apy dogmas whatever?
Not-one- - The acknowfedgment of the king’s supremacy, in.one propos
silion expressive-of a fatt, and not an opinjon,. and a pramise of allegi-
winnce expressed in the aét of naturalization, were ,every item.yequisite
‘o -all the privileges of citigenship. As:this is o fundamental point, ey
'shall-be more-particular in detail. L - .
When any person desired admission into the, kingtio,m,,lxp was only,
asked-what he thought of the king. * Do you believe in your heastihat
Jesus: of NazarethTis the Messinh, the Lord of ali,” was the whola
amount_ of “the apostolic requirement. If the eandidate for admisviont
teplied in the afficmative—if’ he declared his hearty conxiction ,of-this,
fact—no other--interrogation was proposed. ‘Thev, took, him -on.his-
sulemn Jeclaration of this belief, whether Jew,or Geniile, vithout.nn
single demur. He was.forthwith naturalized, and formally.declared.to.
be a-citizef of the kingdom of Messinh. In the act of .naturalization
which: was then performed by means of water, he abjured or rengunced
spiritual -allegiance to any other prince, potentate, poniifiy or, prophet;
than Jesus the Lord.  He was then treated by the citizens-as..a, fellow:
citizen of the saints, and invited to the religious festivals of thebrother:
hwood. And whether he went to Rome, Aatioch, or Ephesus, he.was
received and tfeated by all the subjects of the Grear King as a brother
and-feltow:citizen  If heever exhibited any instances of disloyalty,.he
was affectionately reprimanded ; but il he was guiliy of treason against
the king, he was simply excluded from ihe kingdom. But we are-now
speaking of the constitatidnal ddmission of citizens inio the kingdom,af
desus Christ. and notof any thing subsequent thereto. The declaration;
of the belref of one-fact, expressed in one plain propositior., and therons
actof naturilization, ‘constituted a free citizen of this kingdom. Such
‘wasthe ancientorder of things, s il must confess,  Why, then, shiguld
we adopt a new plan, «of our own devising, which; too, is.as. i,r{a{‘rgngl‘a‘s?
unconstitatiopal.-r v - ey - R RS S AN
*-Let mo'hereask thé valy people in our foud who scem to amderstuntt
the constitution of*our Kifgdam and the laws of cur King inithess, &
spects, Why- do you, my Bapiist Brethren, in receiving.applicants.inio.
the kingdom, ask them so'many questiona about mattess aod things.which
the apostles neveridreathed-of, before 'you will prermit thenr 1o be ety
ralized-?  Although'-6b S’ dof, [ie/somhe  dihars, yresent 8108k’ To¢
their acknowtedginent, you do that which is qiiite as paauthorized and
43 uncobstitutional, . ., . ey s kb ey
Your applicant-is:itvportined: in-the-presincd 10{*a-Songregdtionwho:
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dedsived, he eannot be cuted, he.is ydt consumptive, and must dic. »-,

sit a8 jirrors upen hiscase, to téH how, and why, and wherefors, hé is moved
to scek for admjssion into the kingdom. He is now to tell * what the
Lord had done {3t ing soul, what he felt, and how he was awzkenad, ard
Kow e now feels,” &ec. &c. Afler he has told his ¢ experionce,” somo
of the jurors interrogate him for their own satisfaction ; and, among other
abstract metaphysics, he is asked such questions as the following:
« Pid you feel as though you deserved to be sent to hell for your sins?
Did you not see that God would be just in excluding you from his pre-
gence for ever? Do you now take delight ire the things which were once
ithsome-to you?" &e. &c. If his responses eoincide with the experi-
ence and views of his examiners, his experience is pronounced genuine.
He not unfrequently tells of something like Paul’s vision and revelations,
whith give a sort of variety to his accounts, which, with-some, greatly
prove the genuineness of his conversion.* Now what is all this worth?
His profession is' not that which the apostles required; and the only
question is, whether the apostolic order or this is the wiser, happier, and
safer. When the eunuch said, “ Here is water, what does hinder me
to be baptized ?**  Philip said, *If you believe with all your heart, you
tiay.” He replied, * I beljeve that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."”
Philip then accompanied him into the water, and immersed him. None
of your guestions were prupounded-—no congregation were assembled
fo judge of his éxperience. Philp, as all his ¢otemporaries did, took
him on his word. Now 1 think, brethren, that you cannot say | assume
too-much when ! declare my conviction that the apostolic methed was
better than yours. You object that a person’s saying he believes what
the eunuch believed does. not afford _you sufficient evidence to disciple
him. Well, we shall hear you. Bat let me ask, If he heartily believe
what the eunuch believed, is he not worthy of baptism ? ¢ Yes,” | hear
you respond. Now for his saying he believes. What have you but his
saying-that he feels or felt what he described as his experience? You
foke his word "n that case when accompanted with manifest sincerity,
why not, then, take his word in this case when accompanied with ma.
nifest sineerity 7 Yes, but say you, any person can learn to say that he
# Phe reader, may, perhaps, think that we speak too irreverently of the practlce
and of the expetience of many christians. We bave no such’intention. But
_thate are mony shings when told or represented just as thoy ave, which appest
g0 strange, and, indeed, fanciful, that the mere rezitation of them assumes an-air
of irony. I confess, upon the whole, that this order of tbings appears to me &8,
unreasonable and as novel as the fulfowing case.—James Sanitas once hpd 2 con-
stiiption. By a'few simples, achange of sir, and exercise, he recovered kis
former good-hoealth. ¥He was importuned by Thomas Medicus. a physicidn, to
convarse about his former disesse and recovery. The Doctor dounbted whethar
Hn.wms really restored to health. He askod what medicines he uged. Jaues
Sapitas replied. The Doc;og asked him whether he felt ar geute pzin in his,
breast or side for,60 long a tihe.  He next inquired i certain siziples were used,
#nd how they, dperated. Lastof all he mgquired what his-present feelings wete.
"The answera of James did.not eorrespond with Dr. Medicus’ theory,.and was t61&
that bp still.had: the spme malady, and was in circpmstances as dengerous as be..
fore. James gssured him that he felt. perfectly sound and vigarous, and appealed
to the mamfest change in hid appearance, cotpulancy, color, strength, &e
Dactor sstled the controversy by telling him that unless e folt certain pains go
long, and a peculiar class of sensations while using the ssmples proscribed, Be is
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believes what thre eunuch believed. -Admitted. What then? Conaot
any person who has heard others catechised or examingd for his expen-
ence, legrn too 1o describe what he never felt? 'So far the ¢asgs nre
perfectly equal.  'The same assurance is given in' both cases.  Yqu,lnks
the applicant on hiy own testimany—se did they. We both depend npop
Ins word, and we grant he may deceive us, and you know he has oflen
decewed you. But we could easily shew, were it our jntention, that
you were more hable 10 be deceived than we. But we Jeave this, and
usk for no more than what is abundantly evident, that the apostolic plan
affurds the same assurance as yours. We have the word of the uppli-
cant, and you have po more. These considerations shew that the
apostolic plan s the wiser and the safer. It is more honorable to the
truth toe, It fixesihie attention of all upen the magnitude of the gospet
fasth—upon the magnitude of the fact confessed. It exalts it in the ap.
prehiension of all as the most grand, sublime, and all.powerful fact. k
manes it 10 the discinle, in his views, what the Savioyr is inall the coun-
.sels of God—the Alpha and the Omega. It shews its campreligosive
aud fundamental import, which in fact transcends every other conside-
iation. Moreover, the disciple thus baptized is baptized into the faith,
but in the modern plan he 1s baptized into his own experience, Itis
then most honorabie to the saving truth. !

When your applicant appears before your assembly, say of one
hundred disciples, and has satisfied thom all, they lift up their hands or
otherwise express their approbation of his experience, and their consent
tv his naturahizanon. Now admit that his profession was sincere, that
he feltall that he described, still he may not be a disciple in truth. He
may, indeed, have been tn doubts himself whether his experience were
genuing. But o your judgment he has some confidence, or he would
not sincerely appear before you. He has then, in your décision, the
concurrence of one hundred persons approving his experience as genu-
ine. This emboidens him. He now feels himself somewhat assured
that ke is a true convert, for a hundred converts have approbateq hisex-
perience, and stamped 1t as geuumneas their own.  He may be deceived.
And you must admit it, or else contend that all such approbated,ones, who
speak what they have felt, are genuine disciples. 1 argue that there is,
on your plan, a posstbility of deceiving or of confirming an applicant1n
self-deception. On the apostolic plan no such possibility exists, For
admitting in this case, as in the former, that he sincerely believes what
he professes, then*he isa true disctple.  And they who receive bim_on
this ground, only express their approbation of the faith he has professed.
‘They assure mm, by their concurrence, that believing what he professes,
hess a disciple. _This, then, fixes his attention upon the truth profussed.
In the ane case the faith he has professed s only attested by the brethren
as of paramonut importauce, which 1s soin fact ; and in attesting which,
there is no possitbility of deceiving, whether his profession be feigned
or sicere. ln the other case his experience is auested by the brethron,
as of parameunt importance, which it may not be in fact; and aligsling
which, their is a possibibity of deceiving, whetber his profession be sip-
cera or feigned. ’ :

But, says one, you may soon get many spplicants in thiy way.” Stop;,
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my friecud, [ fear not 30 many. You will, if you interrogata the people,
find many tc say they believe what the eunuch believed, but you cannot
persuade them tu do as the eunuch did. They will confess with their
mouth this truth, but they do not wish to be naturalized or to put them.
selves ur«r the constitution of the Great King. Their not moving ih
obedience pruves the truth does not move them. But when any person
asks what the eunuch ushed, he, ipso facto,shews that his taith has moved
him, and this authorized Philip to comply with his desires, and should
induce us to go and do likewise. When the ancient order of things s
restored, neither more nor less will be demanded of any applicant for
admission into the kingdum, than was ashed by Philip. Ardevery man
who solicits admissivu in this way—who sulemuly declares that, upon
the testimony and authurity of the holy apostles and pruphets, he believes
that Jesas is the Messiah, the Sui of the living God, should forthwith be
baptized without respect lo any question or dugmas derived either from
written creeds or chiuch coveuants. But [have wandered far from my
investigation of the merits of the argumenis in favor of creeds—so fur
that I cannot appropch them until my next. . i c

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY,
Proutive CHrisTIANITY, displayed as the only antidote against Na,

tional Establishments, and Ecclesiastical Impasition. By Joux
M’Carryry. Glasgow. pp. 46.
( Continued from pags 59 )

The fore juing reasouing is got iuended to disparage, undervalue, or
decry, liuman or clussical lcarung.  Learnug is good and useful in its
own place, and of great vulue when properly applied.  T'o learning we
are indebted for thiat translation of the sacred writings, whereby we can
read, in our own lauguage, the worderful woiks of Ged.  Leafning, as
a means of enabling us clearly to communicate our knowledge, and
plainly t0 expriss vur meaning, no inielligent man will undervilue, far
less a Christian. But, frum tle furegoing proofs, the commandment of
men, in making classical lcarning indispensable to preaching the gospel
and discharging pastural duties, i> decidedly objected againsi, for the best
of all reasons, because Gud has no where required it. All such com-
mandments can be viewcd in no other Light, than as involving an un.
warranted, and pr. sumptuous excrcise of the divine prerogative. Mak-
ing Lluss'cal learuing roquisite iu preachers of the guspel is objected to,
because its natural tendeucy is iv lead away meu's ininds from the sim.
plicity of the truth as it is iu Jesus, aud turu them unto fables; causing
their faith to stand in the wisdow of wen railier than iu the word of God.
1 Cor. il. 5. It is objecied to, because the wisdum of this world inva-
riably tendsto puff up. It is oljected to, because it degrades the follower
of Christ, by maiutaining that an urlearned nian cannot make known the
truth to others, ur speak 10 the edification of lis bretluen.  Itus olbjected
10, because it is perfectly incompatble with the privilege and duty of
believers, who are commuanded tu sPEAK THE TRUTH IN LOVE, and EXHORT
one another.  Eph. iv. 15, Itis objected o, because it would prevent
avery unlearned incinber of a cliuiel from following the exanple of
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tho members of the primitive churches, who, when scatiered abroad by
persecution, went every where, preaching the gospel. Acts vin. 4. It
is objected to, because it is inconsistent with the example of Apollos, who
preached without any permission, or even the requisite knowledge. It
1s objected to, because the gospel is plain and sumple of uself, the ewi-
dence upon which it rests clear and concise, and the duties it enjoins,
expressed ir such explicit language that classical learning 1s unnecessary
to understand them. In conclusion, il is objected 1o, because its use was
prohibited in the case of Paul, who asserts that Christ sent him to preach
\lm gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be
made of none efftct, becau.e it is subversive of the decreed procedurgof
Jehovah, in the economy of redempuon, who hath chosen foolish things
of the world to confound the wise, and weak things of the world to con-
found the things which are mighty, and base things of the world, and
things which are despised, yea, and things which are not, to bring to
nought things that ure, that uo flesh should glory inlus presence. 1 Cor.
1. 27, 28,

II. No cHURCA CAN BE COMPLETE WITHOUT A PLURALITY OF PASTORS,

1t may be proper for the information of some readers, to state here,
that the terms pastor, elder, bishop, shepherd, presbyter, overseer and
ruler, are all descriptive of one and the same class of office-bearers in
a church. Although each of these terms is expressive of some distin.
guishing feature of the qualifications or duties of the pastoral office ; yet
they are used interchangeably by the inspired writers, and all applied to
designate one and the seme individual.

The first institution we have recorded of this office, is in Acts, xiv.
chap 23 verse. * And when they had ordained them eiders in every
church, ard had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord
on whom they belicved.” From this account of the original appoint.
ment of elders, it isobvious that & plurality were ordatned, not an elder,
but ELDERS, not elders in the churches, but ELDELS 1n EVERY CHURCH ;
and every subsequent allusion togthem in scripture exactly corresponds
with this description of their original appomntment. The first chrstian
church, the church of Jerusalem, had a nuinber of such office-bearers.
We find frequent notice taken of them in the 15th chap. of Acts.
* When Paul and Barnabas were come to Jerus ilem, they were recetved
of the chureh, of the Apostles and ELpeRs.” (verse 4.) * Then pleased
it the Apostles and ELDERs with the whole church,” &c. (verse 22.)
Agsin, when Paul sent from Meletus to Ephesus, he calied to him, not
the elder, but the ELDERs of the church of Ephesus: and when they
were come to him, lie charged them to take heed unto themselves, and
1o all the flock over which the Holy Ghost had made them overseers, w
feed the church of Gaod which he had purchased with his own blood.
Acts xx. 17. Here it is also obvious, that there was a number m the
church of Ephesus whuse duty it was tofeed thechurch, and act (he part
of shepherds tb the flock. Again, Paul addresses the saints at Phllippy,
with their bishops and déacons. Phill. i. 1. Does any question the
seripture warraut or necessity for having a plurality of deacons in every
ehurch > If not, by what mode of sound reasoning can they mvaldate
this example, where a plurality of both tishops aud deacons ig aqualiy
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recognised ? The same Apostle, also, when instructing "Timothy how
he ought (o behave himself in the church of the living God, gives di-
rections to the churches by him, to countthe elders that rule well worthy
of double honor. 1 Tim. v. 17. And, again, to the Evangelist ‘Titus,
he writes, ** for this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldestset in
order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every tity,
(Joubtless where churclies had been previously planted,) as Thad »-
pointed thee”  Tilus i. 5. We certainly could not require a plainer
example for a plurality of pastors in every church, The things that
were wanting, the things to be set in order, were, notan elder, but sLDERS,
in svery city, even as Paul had appointed. ‘The Aposile Peter, also,
when addressing the scattered strangers, uses the self same furm of ex-
pression. ** The rupirs which are among vou, [ exhort, * * *
feed the church of God which is among you, raking the oversight thereof.”
1 Peter v. 1. ‘The Apostle Jamnes ulso directs, ¢t is any sick, let him
call for the ELprks of the church,” &e. James v. 14, We humbly
conceive that uo supliiutry whatever can neutrulise, gainsay, or overturn
the complete example for a plurality of rastorsin every churchi contained
in these passages. We slall uot enlarge Lere upon the benefits resulting
from this appointment of infinite wi-dom, as these will fall more naturally
to be considered in the conclusion.

Jil. It 1s THE IMTLRATIVE DUTY OF THE ORCINARY MEMBERS OF A
CHURCH TO CONTRIBUTE, ACCORDING To THLIR RE:PECTIVE ABILITIES, TO
PROMOTE ITS PUBLIC TEACHING.

When Christ Jesus ascended on high, aud ¢ led captivity captive,”
we are informcd that * he received gifts fur men,” and that “he gave
some Prophets, and some Apustles, aud some Evangelists, and sume
Pastors and ‘Teachers, for the perfecting of the Saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifving of the body of Christ.” (Eph. iv. 8, 12.)
The offices of Prophets, Apostles and Evangelists, being extra-
ordiuary,ceased wlicn the unporlant purpeses fur wlich they were given
were accompliolcd.  Those of pustops and teaclers, being ordinary in
their nature and always necessary, arfconse queutly continued, and shall
remain permanently inthe cliurch ull the cad of tuie.  Christ Jesus is
sull qualifving, by means of his word, and the gifis of his Spirit, the
members of his body fur the discharge of these important duties. The
Apostle having thus enuwerated the vaious gifis, wlich were the effect
of Christ’s ascension to glury, he proceeds to illustrate the purpose for
wh'eh they were bestowed ; “ thut we henceforth be no more children,
toss: d to and fro, and carricd about with every wind of ductrive, by the
sleight of men, and cunning crafliuess whereby they lie in wait to de-
ceive.” Verse 14. Itis very observable, that, wherever the Apostles
in their writings advert to the inliuducdun of error—wherever they pre-
dJict apostaey fram the faith-—wherever they guard Chrigtians against
being *“led away with the crror of the wicked, and falling from their
steadfastness”—that they have only one course of conduct to prescribe
for their adoption , not that of having a pastor skilled in larguage and

"science, but that fur which these gifts wure Lestowed tv qualify them
that, * speaking the truth in love, they wight grow up into him, in all
things, who is the head, even Christ, fruw whem the whule body fitly
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wined together, aud compacted by that which every jumnt supplicih, ac-
cording to the effectual working 1o the measure of every part, muketh
sncrease uf the budy untu the edifying of wself m love,”  Eph.v. 15, 6.
The figure of the humaun body, by winch the church is bere represenicd,
is a figure equally simple, familiar and capressive, 1n deed, n caretul ea-
amination of this, and the othet figures eniployed by the wspircd wrners
to llusirate and enforce this duty, will abundantly couvince every un-
prejudiced inquirer, of the inperative necessity of every member of a
church contributing according to his ability tu promote 1ts edification.
What language we ask could the Apostle have chosen, more appropri-
alely to show that every member of a church had ceram funcuions to
perform, to promete the general growth and stability of the body 2 Ile
describes the Ephesian church as ** A Boby EDIFYING ITSELF IN LovL.”
A church edifying itself, by every member according to the grace gien,
“ speaking the truth in love.” He describes the exercise of these gifts
doctrines and deceptions practised by the sleight, the cunuing, und the
as the means of preserving them from being imposed upon with ihe false
craftiness of men, These means always have, und always will, appear
very weak and inefficient to mere worldly professors, for ** perfecung
the saints.”  Bat, in this, as in every other nsiance, the means for ac-
complishing the divine purpose are such as prostrate ull fleshly glory
and human wisdom in the dust. **The wisdom of this world 1s foolish-
ness with God.” 1 Cor. iii. 19« Again, the same Aposile, m allusion
10 the same figure, wheén writing to the Romans, says, * having then
gifts differing according to the grace that is given us, whether prophecy,
let us prophesy according to the proportion of fuith ; or ministry, let us.
wait on our ministering , or he that teacheth, on teacling; or he that
exhorteth on ex’ srtation.”  Rom. xii. Language, we conceive, could
not be more explicit, to show hew a clurch is to be a * body edifymng
itself in love,” or to show the imperative duty of every mcmber contri-
buting to the edification thereof, according to lus abiuy. Every gift 1s
not bestowed upon any vne menber of the church of Chnst, but, by this
infinitely wise distiibution of gifts; their mutual exercise 15 admirably
adapted for supplying the various wanis of the sptrinal body ; * forio
ote is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom ; 10 unother the word of
knowledge,” &c. 1 Cor. »ii. 8. This wise distnbution, and diigent
application of spiritual gifts, is beautifully 1llustrated by the Saviour,
when instructing his disciples regarding th> nature of his hingdom, by
the parable of the ialents, and, which the studious reader wiil percere,
developes the principle upon vhich the Apostles acted, inappointingihe
means of the church’s edification, and which sanctions and enforces the
practice for which we are con ending, Again, Paul enjoins the Corin-
thians to ** covet earnesily the test gifts,” toseek that they might ¢ excel
to the edifying of the church.” Indeed. the whole of the 14th chapter
of his first Epistle, is devoted to illustrate the proper use, and application
of these gifis. “I would,” says he, *that ye all spake with tongues,
but rather that ye prophesied,” Prophecying, in which he was go anx-
ious they should abound, he explains in the ihird verse, to be * speakmg
1o men, to edification, exhortation, and eonifort .”’—* he that propbesteth
oilifieth the church.” And at the 3lst verse, he lays down a standing
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law oo the subject, suying, * ye may all prophesy one by une, that all
may learn, aud that all jnay be comforted.” Here 1s a law, securing
the free « xercise of this privilege to every male member of a church,
Are we at liberty to repeal this statute or set aside 1ts obhgation ? The
saime Apostle also direqis the Colossians to * let the word of Christ dwell
in them richly, in all wisdom, teaching and admonshing one another.”
Col. iii. 16. And, when writing to the church in Thessalonica, that
church - ich gave evideoce of having received the gospel, not as the
word of man but of God, by following those churches which 1n Judea
were in Christ Jesus—that church which caused the gospel to sound out
from them, to all Achwa, and the surrounding regions, i that chugeh
the Apostle speaks of thns duty as bemng 1 aclual exercise, and exhdris
to its continuince. ** Wherefore comfort YOSRSELVES TOGETHER, and
edify one anoer, cveN as anso YE D0.” 1 Thess. v. 11, And, after
pointing out their duty towards thuse who were over them in the Lord,
he concludes by eaforcing the observance of those duties, which, as
-members of the same body, they owed to one another—* Now, we ex-
hort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly comfort the feeble minded
support the weak,” &c. Verse 14. The same duty is enjoined upon
the Hebrews: * exhort one another daily, lest any of you be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin.” Heb. ni. 13. ¢ Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together as the manuer of some is, but exhorting
one another ; and so much the more as we see the day approaching.”
tleb. x. 25. The Apostle Peter also enforces this duty o the most
universal and explicit terms: ** As every man hath received the gift,
even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the mani-
fold grace of God.” 1 Peter iv. 10. The Apostle.Jude, also, when
exhorting Christians to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered unto
the saints, and furewarning them of that torrent of corruption which was
about to deluge the profession of chnistiamity, concludes by enforcig
steadfast adhererce to these, as the only appointed means for preserving
ther. in their steadfasiness : ** but, ye beloved, building up yourselves on
your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep vourselves in the
love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal
life.?  Jude ver. 20, 21.

These passages establish, teyond the possibility of any dispute, the
divine ubligation of the ordinary members of a charch, te contribute ac-
cording to their respective ebilitizs to promote uts public teaching.  The
whole of the Epistles addressed to churches, abound with exhortations
to the members generally, To BUiLD UP, TO EDIFY, and TO EXBORT ONB
ANOTHER when assembled together. [ndeed, these epstles, being ad-
dressed Lo churches, shows distinctly that these duties were to be observed
in a social or church capacity. Nothing can be more unscriptural than
to limit the exercise of this duty, as 1s generally done, to the private
intercourse of christians. What lunguage could the Apostle have chosen
more explicily to show, that these gifls were 10 be exercised mn the
church or congregation than the following passages? * Seek that ye
may excel to the edifying of the church.” * Covet earnestly the best.
gifts.  “ Comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as
also ye do.”” * Ye may all prophesu, (that 15, speak o the edification,
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exhortation und comfort of the church,) one by one, rhiat all may lears,
and that all may be comforted.” Itis unnecessary to enlarge on a poit
so plain ; the unprejudiced, the humble, the teachiable reader, will be u
no loss to discover wkat is truth, and what 1s duty on this subject.

Let it not be inferred that the observance of these obvious duties by
the membersof a church, will havea tendency to set aside the necessity,
or depreciate the importance of the pastoral office. Such an inference
reflects dishonor upon the wisdom which laid down the plan of the church’s
order, and appointed the means whereby Christiaus were to grow in the
hnowledge of the divine will. The pastoial office, for obvious reasons,
will always be found indispensable to the order and well-being of a
Christtan church; but, we cannot conceive that Christians are justified
in maintaining its supposed importacce, by allowing it to set aside the
imperative duly, and monopolise the inalienable privilege, of the church
to edify jtself.

( To be Continued.)

GENEVA AND ROME.
AN ALDRESS TO THE STUDENTS OF THE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL, GENEVA.
BY PROFESSOR GAUSSEN.
( Concluded from page 62.)

Seventh Character —~His peccits, his works of dishonesty, his false
miracles. Here is a wondrous trait, and without parallel in history. 1
might have referred this to the preceding head; but St. Paui has so well
described this feature, when, in the second epistle to the Thessalonians,
he says of the * man of sin,” that his * coming is afler the working of
Satan, with all power, and signs, and lying wondcrs, and with all de.
ceivableness of unrighteousness,” that I have thought it right to give it a
separate place.  Here would fall to Le related his false legends, his false
books, his false visions, his relics, his wonder working medals, his false
<ures, his dishonest doings, and most especially, his false decretals,—
that master lie, whica has not had its equat in the world for daring and
suceess, sinee it deceived all Lurope during 500 years, and alone ren-
dered possible the huge usurpations of the Pope.

Eighth charccter,—His more than royal roxr. Daniel tells us (ver.
0), that although this horn was the teast, yet * his appearance was
greater than thal of kis fellows.® Great, indeed, was the pomp of
Charlemagne, of Charles V., of Lows XIV., of Bonaparte ; but was it
ever to be compared 1o that of Roman pontiff? The greatest kings have
had 10 hold his stirrup, o wait at his table, to prostrate themselves before
him, and kiss his feet ; and even on their neck has he been seen to
plant his haughiy foot. Or go this year to see him at the Vatican, as |
have myself done. In the *“Royal Hall,” where pass all the ambassa-
dors of Euvrope, you will see displayed the picture which exhibus the
emperor Henry IV. ntked before Gregory VII.  In another picture you
will see the hercic Frederick Barbarossa represented on his Lnees and
elbows before tne Pope Alexander HIL, in the public square of Venice ;
the Pope’s foot is on his shoulder, and hissceptre is thrown away, and under
the pictyre are these words, * Fredeicys supplex adorat, fidem et obe-
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dientiam pullicitus,”  Oply these who have seen the King-Priest in his
place and Busidica, cau foem an idea of his Pomp, and understand the
full ineaning of these words of Duniel,—* his agpeararce was greater
than that of his fellows”" What monarch in the western world is thus
curried on the shoulders of men, surrounded with peacock’s plumes?
[ncense is offered 1o him as to an idol ; both kuees are bent before him;
his shoes are kissed ; he is worshipped ; « Vieaite adoremus!™ the car
dials exclaim, as they surreund him. By order of the present Pope,
there was this year sold at Rome, among the many medals which have
1 succession been struck by the poutifhs to commemorate in bronze the
pageants of their hwtory, a medal, which but the other day was in my
hands, on which these wordsappearoveribe inage of Adrian V1., crowned
by his cardiaals, * Quem creant, adorant ! (whom taey make, they wor-
ship). How often, as | viewed him in the midst of hus powp, have Lheard
resound in my inmost soul, this oracle of the Holy Ghost,—** He shall sit
as a god in the temple of God, shewing himself that ke is a god I

Ninth character.—1lis LaNcuack, s great swelling words. * The little
hora,” Daniel says, ¢ had a mouth, and that mouth spake great things.”
I appears, indeed, that nothing strikes the prophet inore than the violence,
the pride, and the enmity of thuslanguage. More than once he expresses
his amazement ;—* I beheld, then™ (he says, at the 1lthverse}, ¢ because
of the voice of the great words which the horn spake ; and 1 would know
the truth,” he adds at verses 8, 20, * touching this mouth which spake very
great things.” Truly, my friends, this trait alone would sufficiently cha-
racterise the Roman Pontiff. What would be the answer of any studem
of history inany of our schaols, to the question : What has been that Power
on carth—luoking to the nine centuries of the middle ages and the four of
modern history—which has incessantly filled the world with the sound of
its lofty words, words of menace, of pride, of authority. of cursing, rage,
and words of fire, urging all its subjects to distant expeditions and wars of
extermination ? s there a student who does sot at once answer, It is the
Pope, it can only by the Pope > In this respect, then, the Pope js withom
equal in the listory of mankind. During 1200 years the earth has re.
sounded with his big words—words of menace and anathema, called by
himself * thunders;” Gregory X VL., now re.gmng, whin he speaks of
them, in his work ** on the triumphs of the Church,” borrowing ihe lan-
guage of a Jupiter, sags that * they are his thunderbolts :” words of au-
thority and violence,—he interdicts kings, ke condemas them, he depuses
them, he anathematizes them : words-of bate and murder,—for twocen-
turies he poured into Asia, by the crusades, all the western nations ; later
he destroyed the Christian empire in Greece ; and lastly, by the crusades
of Christians againstChristians, he achieved the extermination of halfthe
French population : words of pride,—all histenans, Chnistan and Infidel
alike, tell you, that for lofty words, the Pope has never had his equal on
earth. How 1much reason had Daniel tosay, © Ibeheld, then, decause of
the voice of the greal words whick the harn spake  °

Tenth character—THE pURATION OF Tils LANGUAGE. According 10
Daniel it was to coatinue tilll the coming of the Son of Man on the clouds
of heaven ; and you see, my friends, it continues still.  \Who could have
believed, beforehand, that 1n Eutope, after so great civihzation—afier
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the happy Reformation, after 1200 yesrs of ufitnce—a hing prest in
Rome could have continued with impunity to use such lunguage among
the nations?® God is great !

Lleventh character.—His Buasriemyes. Daniel saye (verse 25),
v He shall speak great words against the Bost High” Aud ean any
thing be more blasphemous thau the pretensions and ntles of 1he Romau
Pontiff? To call himself * the [oly Father ! (this is the name Jesus
gives to his Father) * the Spouse of the Church!” ¢ the Head of the
umversal Church!™ (this is the incommunicable tile of 'the only-begotten
Son of God)—to call himseif * His Holiness, the Vicar of Jesus Christ,
the Vice-God, (God on the earth,—Deus in terra, sanctissimus Pater, sua
Sunctitas I To declare himself infailible ; to dare 10 put his devices
above the Word of God ; to pretend to give man dispensations from the
commandmeuts of his Maker l—alone . vreate priests, who alone, in
their turn, by three Latin words create their God in a morsel of bread, to
be eaten by the people !—to pardon sins committed agamnst the Lord of”
lords !—to open for man, at his pleasure, the gates of heaven! Is not
this blasphemy enough, on the part of a worm of the earth? Has there
evet been on earth a Powerto be compared in this respect to the Pope ?
Can you find its parallel in the history of man’s folly and pride? And
above all, when we know {and all the world allows 1t) that for many ge-
nerations, the King-Priests, guilty of so daring impiety, were the scancal
of the world for their luxury, debauchery, and bloed-guiltiness! -

Twelfth characler.—His hatred, slaughter, and pErsecuTiON of frue
Christians. Daniel tells us (ver. 21)—* I beheld, and the same horn
made wor wilh the saints, and prevailed against them ; and hg add« (at
the 25th verse), * he shall wear out the saints of the Most High” In
this, alas ! how loudly does the voice of history respond 10 that of the
Prophet! Al the pages, till last century,in which it writes of the Popes,
exhibit them as persecuting to the utmost those whe would live aceerding
to the Word of Gud, and describe these as slaughtered like sheep by au-
thority of the Popes. Words fail'to picture what, for many centaries,
has becn, i this respect, the character of the Papacy. Who can relate
what, du-ing six hundred vears, was enacted in the vaults and at the auto-
da-fes of the * Holy Inquisition,”—of that singular tribunal, all whose
acts, during ihese six centuries, were ordered and ruted by the Court of
Rome > Other earthly powers have put to death men by thousands (for
the natural man has feet swift to shed blood) ; but the Roman Pontiff’ has
put to death the saints. His decrees anathematize and condemn to death
8very man discovered reading the Scriptures in the vulgar tongue. And
mark well, that it will not weaken this historical testimony against the
Popes, to allege crue'ties committed by others on account of religion.
These eraelties are disowned, they are condemned, they are defested now
in ali communiens, but they cannot be so in that of the Pope ; for they are
not written merely in his history, they are dogmatically stated n lis
standards. The duty of pulting heretics to death is written in the infal-
lible and irrevocable decrees of his general conneils,* asthose of the mass
or purgatory ; and when Luther dared fo say, ** that it was aguinst the
will of the $1oly Ghost, that these convicted of error should be barned,”

* Third and Fourth Laterzan.
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the Court uf Rome, in the bull exsurge, put this sentence among the forty
one propositions, on account of which they are commanded, under the
severest pemmlties, that he should be seized and sent to the Pope.
Thirteenth character.—ths daring Heresies. Heme is something
perhaps even more striking, and, by this new trait, the Roman Pontiffis
distinetly marked from'all others.  Of the little horn, Daniel says, * ke
shall be diverse from the first, and shall think to change times and laws."
T'his is the unheard of outrage which the Pope has commtted againg
the law of his God ; he has pretended to have power (0 ciange it, in its
sovereignly, in its sanctions, in ils practice, in its coateuls, in its earth
Jproclauning himsell'infallible, he has presumed 10 put his decreesand his
traditions on a level with and abovethe Scriptures. Isay,inits practices
alone on the earth, he has for 614 years (1 mean since the council of Tou-
louse in 1229) forbidden God’s people to vead the Holy Seriptures.
Nothing like this has been seen in Christendom. The Churches of the
East, corruptas they are, have in all their councils enthroned the Serip:
tures ; the Pape is the only Priest who has dared openly to forbid to othet
men the Word of his Judge and his GGod. I say in its contents s for he
alone on earth has attempted, in the councils of Trent, to add man's
writings to the canon of the Old Testament (for example, the boeks of
Maccabees, held as uninspired in the time of our Lord). I say, in i
aorals; read those taught by the Jesuits—read the directions issued this
year to the confessors of Fribourg, of Grenoble, of Strasbourg, and of the
whole Popedom-—read the 326 authors of the * Society of Jesus,” which
were last century condemned by the tribunal ofall the European nations,
as giving encouragementto every crime, and which the Parliament of Paris
in 1762 caused 1o be burned by the common executioner.* Al these
abominations have been welcomed, recommended, sanctioned by the
Pontiff of Rome, as well in the solemn re-establishment of the ** Society
of Jesus” in 1814, as in the canonization by Pope Pius VII. of the Jesunt
Liguori, the great promoterof the immoralities of Probabilitism, or in the
more recent pompous canonization, by which canonical ®sanction was
given to the detestable maxims, thus in vain exposed by Paschal 200 yeers
ugo, and in vain burned by the executioner at Paris 80 years ago (on
“ mental reservation,” on probability, and on * philosophical sin”), 1
say, lastly, in its articles of faith ; since-he has, in his plenary authority,
incuicated heresies the most opposite to the Word of God, onthe worshi;
of images, the exaliation of priests, and their compulsory celibacy, on aw
ricular con'ession, on an ecclesiasiical pricstheod, and a sacrifice in the
mass, on the invocation of the departed, the use in worship of an unknown
tongue, on the adoration of the Virgin, on relics, on purgatory, ofi-the
Pope’s universal bishopric, but, above all (and mark this well), by pre
fessing expressly the very four doctrines which St. Paul had pointed out
as the marks of the Han of Sin,—1st, lying miracles ; 2d, the worship of
demons, or the departed deified (who were worshipped by the Greeks and
Romaus, under the name of demons) ; 3d, the doctrine of ecclesiastical
celibacy ; 44, the forbidding of meats. Hear the words of St. Peul
* Of Jesuitism Ancient and Modern. By the Archbishop of Malines (p. 212y Of
these 326 publications, all approved by three Jesuit Theologians, accordingto this 30

count, 17 encourage iwmmodesty ; 28, perjary; 33, theft; 36, bomicide; 69, regiowde;
14, simony, &c
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{Tim. iv. 1, 8): « The Spiris speaketh expressly (n Dauiel), that in
she latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed lo seducing
spirits, and docirines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having
their consciences seared with a hot iron’; forbidding te marry, and
commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created lo be re-
ceived with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.”

Fourteenth and last characler.— I'lie exact duration of his persecutions
against the Lord’s people. Daniel and St. John several tinies declare,
that it shall be * for atime, and times, and half a time, or 1260 pio-
phetic days, which ure with abundant reason held to indicate as many
years. Who could betorehand have believed thar a King-Priest, so
haughty, so eruel, so blaspheming, so opposed to the Scriptures, and so
well described by them, so violent against nations and kings, would bave
continued 12 years ?  And the Holy Spirit tells us that he shall endure
1260! And it has been seen to be so! I shall not attempt, my friends,
to notice any of the calculations which have been made as to his begin-
ning and his end, | only require vour admiration of this fourteenth cha-
racter of the Roman Pontiff, as of ali the others.

Finally, my friends, the same prophecies have also foreshown kis judg-
ment and his destruction. 1 wish not to enter on this subject, | merely
wish to recall it to you for your encouragement. These are the words
of Dariel :—* THE JUDGMENT sUALL SIT, and they shall take away his
dominion, lo consume and lo destroy it unto the end : and the kingdom
and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under thewhole heaven,
shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High, whose Aing-
?gm is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominion shall serve and oley

im.. *

My friends, this examination of a single chapter of Daniel, the seventh,
will, I trust, be sufficient to show you with what exuberance of liglt the
Scriptures establish the proposition to which 1 have requested your a'-
tention. A light sull brighter is thrown on the same subject by-the prao-
phecies of St. Paul and St. John ; on some future occasion 1 would revert
tothem. But 1o what does all this bring us?

Ist, That our fathers hiad good reason to write this dogma in their Con-
fessions of Faith.

2d, Thatyou ought, in your turn, to study it with care, that you may
be prepared to preach it.

3d, That it is notonly a weapon for controversy, but that for the faith-
ful soul it contains immense consolation. The Pope thus preaches to us
Jesus Christ, since, at the termination of the reign of the Man of Sin, the
Scriptures uniformly show us that of our Redeemer, his glorious appear-
ing, our gathering together unto him, the blessed millennium, and the
reign of the saints. N

4th, That nothing is so powerful as this doctrine directly to combat
Rome. Just as we lose time, if, in preaching Jesus, we are satisfied to
describe his virtues, instead of saying, Heis the Christ! so we Jose much
time, if, 1o refute the Pope, we are content to show his heresics and his
crimes, instead of saying, He s the Man of Sin!

5th, That the preaching of this truth is highly useful to establish in the
faith the spirit of the combatants. In the common mode of controversy
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vou de nothing but demolish. - You overtlirow, it is true, the mass, pur
gitory, indulgences.  So fur it is well : but you do nothing more. By
this we preach the divinity of the Bible § for, in pointing to the Pope, we
point to u miracle, and the mirncle proclaims,—Bclieve the Bible ! Con.
sidered in this view, the obstinacy of the Romanists, like that of the Jews,
i« very edifying to the Church, for it has been predicted ; and thus (his
dnctrine changes into an eloquent sermon on the scanduls of Rome,
‘I'hus the sovereign Pontiff, and the Church of Rome, become, in their
‘own way, admirable supporis of the truth.

6k, ‘That the use of this doctrine will be very salatary in awakeniing,
undeceiving, and terrifying into safety many discased consciences,
Miny in these cur days, while they see the abominations of Rome, would
-willingly mahe a compromise with this wicked system, and profess inno.
cenily to dwell in Babylon, by abstracting its heresies, and spiritualizing
its idolatrous rites! ‘Fhis doctrine will ery out to them, ** Break, break
every covenant with wickedness I Come out of Babylon, my pecple,
that ye be not partaker of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”
Apoc. xviii. 4.

Tth, That by meditating on this truth, you will nerve yourselves for
your struggle ; you will prepare yourselves for the days of trial which
are corming on ; you will hear the prophetic trumpet which sounds notes
of encouragement to the army of God’s saints ; you will be armed for
persecution, and, if needful, for martyrdom { It1s no ordinary struggle
in which the evangelical Christian has to wrestle with this Power, which
for so many centuries, tlie Scriptures have pointed ont to him, and which
his Master is soon to destroy with the brightness of His coming. Weare
tuld that this reflection gave strength to our Reformers. It sustained
the courage of Wickliffe; it gave Luther his holy boldness; and the
great Knox, as well as Hamilton, his young and noble forerunver, had it
ever before his eyes,—it made him dauntless ; it hardened his face like
a flint before the angry frowns of kings, and before the wrath of the

eople.
P Slt)h, Finally, by the preaching of this dactrine, you will give joy to the
people of God, you will prepare them for the coming of their Redeemen
and you will direct their watchful attention to approaching scenes; fot
Christians are always defined by this character,—they ** wait for the
Lord Jesus Christ;” they * love his appearing;* they say to him,
«* Lord, remember mewhen thou comest info thy kingdom.”®  * So that you
come belind in no gift ; wailing for the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ : who shall also confirm yon unto the end, that ye may be blamzies
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” ’

EDUCATION—No. 2

I our first number we generalized on this subject. Many are dis-
posed to approve the theory, but ask how is it 1o be reduced 1o practice!
We need but a few unseifish, benevolent, devoted mea, to give the system
as fait a trial as it has obtained 1o some other places. Though weknow
not, at present, of any coiducted on the plan which would wholly meet
our views. A little christian self denial and extra effort on the part of
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a few good brethron would start 2 model institution at soms central
point, that would bless these Provinces and the world. Wehavé not the
most remote expectation of any schonl law being passed inady Province
or State on the American continent, to unite moral with ‘teflectual
training ; much less o law to compel the youth -to be industrious. . In-
deed we would never recommend any system that would be really com-
pulsory ; but a variety of labor, blended with study—made honorable—
attended with the prospect of a judicious self-disposal of the proceeds,
would furnish such an incentive to industry, that few would lock upon
the toil of five hours in twenty-four in the hght of servile employment any
more than so many hours of hard study. But the great difficulty is to
try the experiment. Who will raise eight ar ten thousand dollars, to cast
upon the waters, in hope of a reward at the resurrection of the just ?

We have a plan by which we thiuk that the above sum might be soon
realized, were the friends of education to feel the need of a good mfnual
labor institation ; but in order to its development, we must be convinced
that our readers feel anxious for sometinng of the kind.

fn the miean time, to shew them what has been done on rather 2 dif-
ferent plan, we will lay before our readers the

OLD COVENANT OF THE OBERLIN COLONY.

« Liavrenting the degeneracy of the Churcly, and the deplorable condi-
tion of our penishing world ; and ardently desirous of bringing both under
the influence of the blessed gospel of pence ; and viewing with peculiar
interest the influence which the valley of the Mississippi must exert over
our mation, and the nations of the earth ; and having,as we trust, in an-
swer to devout supplication, heen guided by tre cousisel of the Lovd; the
undersigned covenant together under the name of the Osennin Conony,
subject to the following regulations, which mdy be awended by a con-
currenco of twosthirds of the colonists :—

* 1st. Providence permitting, we engage as soon as practicable to re-
moye to the Oberlin Colony, Lorain Comnty, Ohio, and there fix our
residence for the express purpose of glorifying God, and doing good to
the best of aur abilities.

“2d. We will hold and manage our estate personally, but pledge a9
perfect a community of interest as if we held a community of property.

“ 3d. We will hold in possession no more property than we believe we

. can profitably manage for God as his faithful stewards.

“ 41hi. We will by industry, econamy, and christian self-denial, obtain

as much as we canabove our nedessary personal expenses, and fuithfully
gi@ibp;in(g the same for the spread of the gospel.”’
510, That we may have bealth, and money for tie Lord's sérvice,
we will eat only plain and wholesome food, renduncing all bad habis,
and especially the smoking, chewing, and snuffing of tobacco, ualess it
be necessary as a medicine ; and deny ourdelves all strong and unne-
cessary drinks, even tea and coffeo as far as practicable, and every thing
which is simply calculated to gratify the palate.

“ 6th. "That we may add to our ume, health and money. for the service
of the Lord, we will renounce all the world’s expensive and unwhole-
some fashions of dress, particuluarly tight lacing and ornamentai ature,

“ Tth. And yet morc to0 increase our means of serving Him who lag

You. IV. G
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hought us with his blooad, we will observe plainess and durability in our °
houses, furniture, carringes, and all that appertains to us.

“ 8th. We will strive to feel continually, that we, as the body of Chris',
are members oné of another, and will, while living provide for the widow,
the sick, and the neédy, as for ourselves and families.

* 9th. We will takespecial paias to educate all our'children thoroughis ,
t)d traig themn up in body and intellect, and heart, for the service of the

ord.

“ 10. We will fee! that the interests of the Oberlin Institute are iden-
tified with ours, and do what we can to extend uts benefits to our falicn
ruce.

** 11. We will make special efforts to sustain the institations of the
gospel at home and among our neighbours,

“ 12. We will strive to maintain decp-toned and elevated personal
pietygto provoke each other to love and good works, to live togethern
ail things as brethren, and to glorify God in our bodies and spirits, which
are His,

* In testimony of our fixed purpose hus to do, in reliance on divine
grace, we hereunto affix our names.”

The signers of this document settled the district alluded to. They
soon got under way a good institution, which for the last ten years has
done more towards moralizing and fostering * deep toned and elevated
personal piety” (in our opinien) than any other—if not in all other—
literary and theological institutions in America, For some time Oberlin
Collegiate Institute has averaged from four to five hundred students,
eighty-seven per cent. of whom have met all the expenses of their edu-
cation. Mission stations of Africa, the West Indies, South Ameriea, the
Western Indians, and the fugitive Slaves in Canada, have been supplied
with pious, self-sacrificing men and women from this institution. By
trustinz in themselves, under God, they have gained that independence
that hag admirably fitted them for a life of devotion to the best interests
of their fellow-raen. .

Who among our readers are willing to do what they can to bless these
Provinces with a similar nursery of men and women, who will devole
themselves wholly to the cause of God, and human salvation? W. w. 5.

Tixs Lost.—One of the sands in the hour-glass of time is beyond
camparison, more preciousthan gold. In nothing is waste more ruinoug,
ot more sure to bring-unavailing fegrets. Betler to throw away monsy
than moments ; for time is of much more value than money. As we.lots
our days, we incur an increasing risk of losing our souls. * The life
bload of the soul runs out in wasted time.”” The years which have
winged their flight have gone to the recorling angel; and what is the
** report they have borne to heaven >” Will the record testify for us or
against us, when the throne of the Son of man shall be set, and the
books shall be opened ?

NEVER defer that till to-morrow, which you can do to day ; never do
that by proxy which you can do yourself.
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‘QUESTIONS

ABOUT THE DEVIT —CAIN'$ WIFE—THE SPIRIT ON THE DAY OF PENTECOSY—
CAPITAL PUNISHUMENT—TURGATORY——PARADISE, &e, ! !

~— fn reading the Scriptures of truth, [ find & great many different
appellations given to the enemy of all righteonsness, who is generally
termed the Devil.  Tshould like to know something more about him.
The old serpent when he tempted Kve was more subtil than any
beast of the field : the sentence pronounced on him was, ¢ On thy belly
shalt thou go,” &c:  Our Saviour cast seven devils out of Mary ; he cast
devils out of (wo tnen who came out of the tomb, and sent them into the
swine. ‘The devils spoke 1o Paul, and said  these are the servants of
the Most High God,” &ec., and Paul commanded them to come out. He
appeared to Christ whea he tenipted him, and carried him to the top of &
lugh meuman, and shewed him all the kingdoms of the world. Satan
ulso appearcd among the sons of God. | hope you will give the in.
quiring 2 full and correct account of this serpent’s shape ; from_whenca
ke came, and 10 what form he appeared all these imes; and how he has
power to alter his shape, 1Je conversed with Job; but when seven de.
vils were cast out of Mary Magdalene, .hey could not be in a human form.
Andthen there were devils thal could not be cast out of the human {rame
without prayer and fasting,

Who were the sans of God, mentioned in the Old Testament, that ook
to themselves wives of the daughters of men.

I also want to know who Can’s wife waz: when he killed his brather
Abel, he went out east of Eden, and there knew his wife.

Liikewise wish to know if the Apostles, on the day of Pentecost, spoke
in every man’s tongue, or only in their own, and the language translated
between the speaker and the hearer. The latter smd we hear them
speak every man in his own tongue wherein we were born.  Now was
the language actunlly translated, or did the Apostics actually speak in
every man’s tougue ? ’

I do oet consider that a man ought to be hanged for killing another.
{ hape vou will explain this part of the subject. if you should hang a
man for killing another, who should kill or hang the man that bung the
first!  Cannota man be punished enough for killing withouthanging him.
You said sumething n the 12th No. of The Christian about having, in
Saiu John, the most daring assassins that now live unhanged : that’s

;{%,;rpe-nthey are unhanged, or else they could pot kill 5 but the lan-
Siuize intimates that hanging 1s what they deserve !” 1 do not think it is
“ight to take any man’s life.” T think iCs only one of the devit’s strata-
gems to augment his kingdom, and send men to hell !

One ather thing I wish you 1o examine—that is, what the Catholics
call Purgatory ; or, what I want to know is, whether the soul of the de-
paried goes immediately into the presence of its Maker ornot? 1f it
gocs immediately into the presence of our Father in heaven,for what is
.the judgment day. {f they go to heaven when they die, they are judged
before they go—arethey not 7 1 want to know where our Saviour avds,
when his body lay in Joseph’s vew tomb ! Was he in heaven or nat?
He said 10 Mary, *“1 bave not yet sscended to my Father— [ ascend 1o
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my Father, and your Father~to my God, and your God.” 1lo wasin
Paradise. Is that Heaven ?—it is a place of happiness.

1 conclude by saying give these a good * hearing,” as they will be
well examined. 1 remain, yours &e. Ensnyo Mavrto.

REMARKS.

Wer> it aot that the above came from a brother beloved, we should
feel disinclined to give it a place in The Christian. Indeed had we the
most remote suspicion that these queries were for kLis own satisfaction—
to settle doubts in his own mind—we should fear that his meditatious
were upon themes that the doubter and the infidel love to agitate, rather
than on the doctrine and duties of the gospel. We presume, however,
that brother < Malto” has had his lot cast among those who agitate sub-
jects of this hind, and he wishes all the aid that he can procure to put to
silence the ignorance of foolish men. We do not mean by this last re-
mark toaccuse all of simplicity who advocate the principles which these
speculations would seem to hint at; but we have often found men who
start sueh queries os these for the sake, apparently, of havirg a conver-
sation on religious subjects, but soon discover their entire want of confi-
dence tn the Word of God. Had we been ignorant of the character of
Brother M., by the above queries we should have eunsidered that he was
of that elass ; hut we know that this is not the case, and we thercforeare
disposed to render him and all others in similar cireumstances all the aid
in our powver. We confess that we fecel a very great unwillingness to
enter inta the examination of such speculations, from the fact that the
great mass of readers manifest a greater interest in metaphysical ab-
stractions than in the discussion of the faith and praetice of the gospel.
‘Fhere seems to be a strange perversily in the human mind teo prefer the
marvellous, the mysterious, or that which is purely theoretical, to the
facts, commands, and promises of the gospel. There are men, who
would shew ten times more zeal in discussing the questions whether it
were the tongue of Zacharias or the infant John that was loosed (Luke
i 64), or whether it was Matthias, Joseph, or Judas, that went te his own
place (Acts i. 25}, than they would in persuading sinners to tura to God,
or inducing the disciples to grow in grace and in knowledge.

But to the points before us, We are far from believing that faith in
the personality of Satan is necessary in order to salvation from sin or the
enjoyment of the future bliss; but it is a matter of very great surprise
that any lover of the oracles of God can have his mind so pervertedas'to,
prefer his own speculationsto the plainest declarations of the word: Tt
mind must be pootly stored with the oracles of God,and very muci; 23’
grossed in its own theories, which cannot readily perceive, that the Bible
reveals an actual existing evil spirit, called the Devil, Satan, &c. We never
vet heard an argument against the ** personality” of the devil, that did not
bear just as strongly against the existence of angels, of spirits, and even
of Jesus Christ bimself. Scores of passages would make no sense—
would sound perfectly ridiculous were we to substitute for the word Devil,
Satan, &c. the definitions that many speculators attach to the term.
“Those who ridicule the idea of the personality of Salan, say that the word
means ** hwman nature ; Roman government ; wicked smen, such gs Ji-
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das ; the lusts of the flesh, &e. ¢ that in every case it is to be understood
as a figure of speech. 'This figure was known in days of old, and de
signated by many titles, expressing his character, atinibutes and offices .
he was called  Abaddon’—* Apollyon’—* Belial'-—* Accuser’—* The Beast’
—The Angel of the bottomless pit'—: The Great Dragon'— Beclzebub'—
s Deceiver'—* The Evil One’—*The God of this world'—*A murderer’—
s A liar'—* The Prince of this world’— The Prince of the Power of ths
Air—* The old Serpent’—* The Devil’—* The Fatlier of lies'—* The
Tempter'— Satan’—aund * The Prince of Devils*!!  He must truly huve
been an extraordinary metaphor, possessing doubly as many names as
the Almighty himself!  And 1 will disprove the existence of tiod, as & '
real persunal being, upon the same principle precisely that Universalig's
and others make oul the devil nothing but a figure of sperch—a persu-
nificaiion of a mere principle of evil! If because Judas was called
¢ a devil, and Peter, * Satan,’ there 15 therefore 0o other devils except
Judas and Peter ; then according to the same logic, because Moses was
called ¢ @ God,” and Abraham,* Lord,’ there is theraforv no other Lord
God except Abraham and Moses! If, because God is said to perform
mafly wonderful and mighty works, he is therefore a real being, and not |
a personification of a good principle ; then, according io the same logic
the devil must be a real being, and not a mere personification of an evil
principle, for many wonderful works, 10 the Scriptures, are ascribed to
him. He appeared in the presence of God, and they held a conversativn
together concerning Job. Mark the fact; they conversed together ; and
if it be consistent to say that one was a mere principle of evil, the other
was nothing but a mere principle of good?” Byt we have 1o intention
of writing an essay on this delectable subject.

Fram the above the reader may perceive that we learnfrom the Bible
that the sacred historians believed that the devil had a real existence ns
truly os the ange.s of God. ** But where did he come from ?* says the
doubter. Peter answers, ** God spared not the angels that sinned, hat
cast them down to hell, and delvered them into chains of dorkaess, to
be reserved unto judgment.” 2 Pet.u. 4. Jude bears the same testimony,
¢ The angels that kept not their first estate, but lefi their own habitatipn,
he hath reserved in everlasting chains, under darkness, unto the judgment
of the great day.” Jude, ver. 6. Relative to the devil, the Suviour says
« He was a murderer from the begiuning, and abode not in the truth.”
From*this we learn that he was once in * the wuth,” and that he turved
Srom it and lost the favor of God. Hell then, was prepared for him aud

&@comphces: those who prefer to be influenced by error and ua-

Hicousness will hear the Saviour sav, * Depart ye cursed into ever-
lasting five, prepared for thg devil and his angels.”  The mind that can
pervert these portions of the divine record from their most obvious
meaning, can close its avenues to any other unpaiatable wruth,

"There is, however, to the inquiring mind—who has access only to the
common vession—some real difficulues on this subject. | wish that ail
such could have access to Dr. George Campbells * Preliminary Disser.
tations™ to the study of the New Testament : in his sixth Disscrtation
{part 1st), he enters into a careful and thorough examination of the Greck
words, Diabolos, daimon, daimonion. ‘These words in the present ver-

.
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s.0n of the Scriptures are trunslated, almost fovariubly, devil. But that
these are dificrent words,and have a very different meanug, is perfectiy
ubvioustoall who haye when pains to examine therm,  Diabolos in its li-
teral application, is alwaysin the singular, In afew passages it is used
figurntively, and two o7 thiree times in the plural.  There can be no
question but that it refursio the Arch-Aposiate.  But not so with daimon
and deimonion s thise words have an catirely difierent signification ;
and by these were peisuus said to be possessed, Whether these de-
mons were the spints of wiched men deceased, fallen angels, or (us was
the opiniop of some early Clirisiian writers) the mongrel breed of certain
angels (whom they uaderstood by the Sous of Gud, mentioned io Genesis
vi. 2,) and the daig'ers of men, it is plamn they were conceived to be
mahignant spirits ™ The strong probalility however 1s that these were
the spirits of the wicked, which, aftes their Jeath, for some reason, were
permitted to afflict the I'ving.  If the reader then will bear 1n intod that
when he reads of devils pussessing any one, that a different word ulto-
gether is used to designate them from that wlich is used when reference
1s had to him who *‘abode not in the truth,” he will have a less confused
view of this < .hjest. Hence in the improved version of the New Testas
ment, the s rits that possessed human beiugs, the swine &c., are called
*“ demons . * the translators thouglit best to give the reader the original
term, and the privilege of affixing his own meaning to it.

F-am these remarks, hastily thrown together, the reader may form
some idea of the difference between the scriptural use of the term Devil,
Satan &e., nnd demon, depons &e. But an induction of all the passages
where these terms occur, would fully satisfy the most inquisinve mind,
that when diabolos is used the Arcli-Apostate is referred to, eitherfite-
rally or figuratively ; and that when dalmon and daimonion are used,
that they refor to some kind of an evil spirit that afllicted the ancients.
Perhaps one of the benefits that even the u g dly derive from the Sa.
viour is, that they are not now similarly afllicted.” But we will not dis-
pute with any one on any of the above poinis which are most remotely
speculative : if any one diff:rs from us, we blame hum not.

2. 'The next point is “ Who are these Sons of God 2 Above wehave
remarked that early Christian writers supposed that they were angelic
beings ; but we have: always thuught that the good were thus designated
and by the d vighters of mea was meant females conformed to the magims,
pleasures and fu'lics of cacth, Goud imen warried ungodly women.
'The desceadants of Seth married the daughters of Cain.  Women has-
more influence over thicir childr n than men 3 augd Lence the world.godn
became corrupt. ' L

3. “ Where did Cain aet his wife 2™ Nuronly sons byt daughters
were vorn to Adam and Eve (Gen. v. 4).  The reader need but to read
*he account given in the fourth chapter of Genesis, to see that Cain did
not go out eastof Elen to gef a wife.  Frum his own father's family he
took one, and then went out not to the land of Nad, but from ¢ the pre-
sence of the Lord a vugubond, and dwelteast of Eden.” "Theword nad
which is iere used as a proper name fur Nul, may ulso meas a wanderer,
an outcast, a vagabond.  Aud here, by the wav, another question occurs.
Some remark that 1if God had put a mark on Cain, he would have-been
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more easily recognized, and more certain of being killed. A better
rendermg of that passage would also have long since answered that

uery. God gave Cain a pledge (rather thun a mark) thut he should not
be kiiled. If murderers were not to be put to death, why was Cuain
afraid ? Who told him that Le was worthy of death ?  Certain it 19, thut
whethor the death penalty is right now or not, the first murderer felt
conscious that he was in danger of it.  But who, says the sceptic, suve
his owa father and his Gorl, was there to inflict it ? For all we kuow to
the contrary, Adam and Eve’s descendants at this time wmight have
numbered scores; and his brethren were just the oncs to avenge a bro-
ther’s bloed.  On the question of the right to inflict the death penalty,
we are not fully satisfied whether it comports with the geaius of chris-
tinnity or not. It was the Jaw of God under the Patriacchal and Mosuic
economy : of this there can te nodoubt.  Whether this pamshment was
1o be continued ufter the establishment of Christianity, is u question so
wmterwoven with the ¢ divine ri‘gh!s of rulers and governments,” that wo
ure in doubt. 1t seems to us ‘that Christians ought not to take men's
lives: but that human governments could exist without 1lus power is also
problematical.  When we come 10 certain conelusions, we will try to
define our position if we think it will be of any beuefit to the world. ~ So
much for two or three points thrown together very awkwardly.

4. The Bible is silent in reference to e place called Purgatory. We
therefore know nothingabout it.  What is the proof that there is such a
place? The word indicates that itis a place where men’s sms are
purged. Al who surround the throne ia the heavens sing ** to Him who
has loved us, and has washed us from our sins in his own blood ; 1o Him
he glorv 1 Not one word of those who had been purged by the fires of
purgatory. Jesus is the only name by which men can be saved : 10 ke
saved by Ais name is to enjoy salvation by faith in hwn—by revouncing
sin—having his name called upon us—and by always living so, that with
humble boldness we may call on the nanie of our Lord Jesus Christ,

5. * Where was the Lord when under the dominion of death 2" [le
told the thief that he should be with Aim in paradise that dey. If we
can ascertain the meaning of the word paradise, ther may we conclude
whether it is a state, condition, or a place. The pharisees in the Suviour’s
limes were of the opinion that hades was the Teceptacle of departed
spirits—that the good and bad went thither immediately after deaib: a
greut gu'ph separated the two parties.  On one side the wicked were pu-
nished ; the other was called Abiaham®s busom, and paradise—expres-
Sigof restand felicity.  Josephus® History of the Jews &e. is nccessable
to'most readers : in that they can read his dissertation on hades ; they
will see that we are carrect’in our reference to the sentiments of a large
majority of the Jews. 1} is notnow the question whether they were right
or wrong: there is little doubt that they had much tradiuen and super-
stition mixed with all their sentimenis—more particularly 1n reference o
the state of the dead. Josephus was a young man duning 1he Saviours
ministry.  He was a pharisee : no mon then hving was better quulified
lo express pharasaic sentiments.  From hiin, therefure, we have ;eliable
information as to the views of a large proportion ot the Sasiour’s hearers.
Would the Lord Messiah use words to which he attached one meaun g,
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when he knew that all aveund hiro supposed he meant something else ?
We cannpot think it possible, He promised the thief op the cross that he
should be with bim in paradisg that day. Such s the 1dea that every
unsuphisticated mind has of Luke x3m. 43, whether he reads the passage
in the original or ia any good translation. "The Saviour's body was that
day on the cross, and inJuseph’s new tomb. The thief was with bun on
the cross, but his bady did not accompany him to the toinb, On the
crass Jesus cried with a loud voice, and then yielded up his spirit tolus
Father: this existed in hades, while his body was m the tomb. Neither
was lefi there [Acts 1i. 27], as was the case with the thief. The third
morning he rose, and after for/y duys sojourn with his disciples he as-
cenled the right hand of the throne of the Majesty mthe heavens. Such
are the ideas that any reader, not wdoctrinated by any creed or formula
butthe New Testament, would cbtain by a careful perusal of that precious
volume. And this view of the subject answers all the questions thatarise
in connexion with this subject. And here we would again recommend
to the reader Dr. George Campblel's Dissertations on the words hades,
gehenna, where he will' find a critical examination of the words in all
their occurrences, without reference (o ony creed, or for the purpose of
proving or disproving any theory, but simply to ascertain the Bible use of
these words,

6. One other question remains to be noticed. Did the Apostles speak
all languages on the day of Pentecust, or did the Holy Spirit translate the
words as they fell from their lips, so that the hearers understood in his
own tongue ?  Thisisthe question. The Lurd promised them that they
should speak with new tongues [Mark <vi 17], and he unquestionably
fulfilled thr promise. When they were baplized in the Holy Spint,
they began tnspeak in other tonguc- as the Spirit gave them atterance.
Such is the testimony of Actsii. The multitudes assembled in Jerusalem
perceived it, and were astonished to discover the Galilgan brogue in con-
uevion with languages with which they were familiar. o assert that
the Spirit enabled these thousgnds to understand the Apostles while they
spoke but one langnage, and made that seem something else, would
make the miracle to consist in a revelation of the Spirit to the betrayers
and murderers of the Son of God, rather ths u to the Apostlesand believers
in the Messish. Miracles were performed by the servants of the Lord in
the presenre of the world, and not in ke hearts or understandings of the
people in order to produce faith. The Huly Spirit opened their hearts
by his own sword—the word of (fod—befnre he made the soul his abiding
place. Hence we conclude that the miraculous powers of the ¥Eciz
Spirit were confired 1o the Apostles—at least—until the people heurd;
believed, and obeyed the gospel. W. W. E.

P. 8. We would suggest to our fricnls when they write queries, that
they would number them, and spread them befote us in such style as
they would like to see them in print  They would theu be wore tikely to
see them again, and have them properly notieed.

Do good with what thou hast, or it will do thee no good.

Connt that day lost whose lon descending sun,
Yigws frem iy haals wo worthy acaon dune.
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A VOICE TO CHRISTIANS.

[ Ir these should hold their peace, the stones would immediutely cry
out!” In the following exhortation we have almost a literal fulfilment
of the Saviour’s words I The writer has not yet obeyed the gospel : he
is ¢ sorry,” he says, * that he does not enjoy tbe privilege of calling us
bretbren.” s it possible that christians are so unconformed to the ex-
ample of the Lord and the teachings of the Holy Spirit, that they need
such admonitions ! It isto be feared that it is the case. Will not sume
of them take such a position that they cun suy * who convinceth me of
sin?'” and from that noble height return the compliment in as goud
temper as friend N.,and with the same weapons? Let us bear from
some of our younyg christian brethren. ‘The writer of the following is o
very young man; and however much he may be mistaken un soms
pomnts, he is doubtless very sincere.~w. w. £.J

* Bz ye, therefore perfect, even as your Father who is in beaven js
perfect.” (Matt, v. 48,) It may be questioned whetber this should be ap-
plied to all who profess to be his disciples or not ; but his last and great
command to the same was, “ Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, * ¥
teucling them to observe all things whaiseever 1 have commanded you”
&e, (Matt. xxviii. 19,20.) [ do not mean to teach or controvert any
point of doctrine ; but rerely wish to drop a few lints to the christian
readers of The Chrisiian.

I presume that it will be admitted, and perhaps generally understood,
that the whole work of Ged's creation and the laws of his Kingdom, both
temporal and spiritual, are one harmonious whole, and that every state,
kingdom or dispensation through which God intended man should pass,
and every physical and organic law under whigh we are consututed and
governed, are all necessary to bring us into the enjoyment of the cver-
lasting kingdom. And most cerainly, it is an unquestionable fact that
the violation of any law of our nature brings its penalty ;. and just in pro-
pottion to the infringersent will be the punishment.” Under these con-
siderations, I should infer that until Christians live in perfect obedience
to the laws of the kingdom of Grace, they will conw, short of the perfect
enjoyment of that kingdom ; and not oply so, but they will fail to possess
that influence on which the spread of the gospel depends. * Let your
light so shine before men that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father who is in heaven.” (Mat. v.'16.) ~But ia the com-
mand of Jesus Christ, that is preached as ihe door into the Lingdom, there
isdeaching expressed first. * Go ye therefore and teach all nations,” or
in'other words, Preach the gospel 10 every crealure; he that believeih &c.
Believes what? what they teach or preach. This thes brings us to the
Apostles’ teaching, and what is this ? Why, as these are hints to Chris-
tians or professors, I may use Paul’s language : * Leuvip,, the principles
of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on to perfection.” (Heb. vi. L) It
way be asked what is perfection ? or can we be perfect? and how are
we to be perfect? 1 think it will be admitied that 1o be, perfect and be
in the perfect enjoyment of the gospel, will be to live in perfect qbedi.
ence 10 its laws. It appears to be the object of the apostle Paul to place
Christiaus in this state, from his words : Warning and teaching every
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man, in ell wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ
Jesus,” (Col. i, 23.)

Bat in reference to the laws of Christ's kingdom, of which ne are to
become uequainted by the tenching we have referred to, it appears that
the grand constitution 1s, ** That as the body s one and hath many men.
bers, and (hat all the members of that one hody being many are one
boly, so also 1s Carist, for by one spirit we are ail baptized into one
body.” (1 Cor. xir. 12.) And the fundamental law of this constitutioy
and penalty attached is, * Aud whether one member suffer, all ihe
wemhers suffer with it; or one member be honored, all 1the members
rejuice with it Now ye ure the body of Christy, and members in par-
ticalar,” (1 Cor. xii. 26, 27.) * Now, for a recompense in the same,
([ speak as unte my childrea,) be ye also entargad. Be ye not unc.
qually yoked together with unbelievers : for what fellowship hath right-
cousness with unrighteosness? and what communivn hath light wuh
darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial ? or what part
hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols? for ve are the temple of the living God : as
God hath said, | will dwell in them, and walk in them; and [ will be
their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore, come out from
amonyg them, and be ve separate, saith the Lord, and touch noi the un-
clean thing ; and 1 will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and
ye shall be my sons and daughiers, saith the Lord Almighty.” (2 Cor.
vi. 183—18.) ** Having therefore these promis s, dearly beloved, let
us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.” (2 Cor. vii. 1.)

Those who oppose the ductrines of election, total depravity of man
and Universalism, should take care to first take the sphnter out of their
own eye, then they may see to take the mote out of their brother’s eye.
“ For thou therefure which teachest another, teaches’ thou not thyself?
thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal 2 "Thou that
sayest a mnn should notcommit aduliery, dost thou commit aduliery ?
thou that abhorrest idols, dost ithou commit sacrilege #”  (Rom. it 21,
22.) As | before stated, the violation of the laws of the kingdom you
profess to have entered, will bring their penalties, Hence we must be-
come acquainted with those laws to live in obedience with them. %s
Paul says to Timothy, * All seripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfeer, thoroughly fur
nished unto all good works.” ‘['he disobedient, whom the profes<orso
oftea reproves when he reads the New Testament, learns that “if any
man be in Christ, he is 2 new creature.” (2 Cor. v. 17.) For * we
are buried with him by baptism into death ; that like as Christ was raised
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we alsa should
walk in newness of life.” (Rom. vi. 4.} Now how are christians to
have au influence upon the world, that will sead home the preaching of
the gospel with effect upon the mind of the nnconverted. | should say
first, * Let us hold fast the profession of our faith withont wavering ;
for he isfanthful that promused.”  (I¥eb.x.23.) For * he thut wavereth
is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.  For let not

i
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that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord.” (Jamesi.
6,7.) Secondly, *“as ye are the body of Christ, anud members in par~
ticolar;” if one member becowmes affecied the whole body will feel it.
* Know ye not that a little leaven, leaveneth the whole lomp.”  Hence
care should be taken 10 * purge out the old leaven, that ye may be a
new fump.” ¢ What, kuow ye not that your body 1s the temple of the
Hoty Ghost, which is in you, which ye have of God ; and ye are not
your own, for ye are bought with a price ; therefore glority God in your
body and iv your spirits whichare his And'Paul says again, * Further-
more then, we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus,
that as ye have received of us how ye ought i0 walk and to please God,
so ve ought to abound more and more.” (1 ‘Thess. iv. 1) ¢ And the
very God of peace sanctify you wholly ; and I pray God your whole
spirit, and soul, aud bodv, be preserved blameless univ the coming of the
Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thess. v, 23.)

Readers permit me to add by the way (although unworthy) that unless
“Ye also, as lively stopes, ure built up a spintual house, an holy priest
hood, 1o offer up spiritual sacrifizes, acceptable unto God by Jesus
Christy” {1 Peter ii. 5,; you cunnot overcome the world. *For this s
the love of God ; and his commandments are not grievous. For what-
soever is born of God, overeometh the world ; aud this the victory tha:
overcometh the world, even our faith.”

Perhaps there never was a time when the world was as much in-
fluenced by sectarian traditions as at present, and never a time when
there was so much agitation and confusion as at present, in the
christian world (so called), which is completely calculated 1o foster in-
fidelity in the inquiring mind. * Ye are the saltof the earth; but if the
salt have Jost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted ? it is thencefortn
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.”
{Matt. v. 13.) ¢ Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner
from the error of his way shall save a soul {rom death, and shall hide a
multitude of sins.” (James v. 20.) What then can we expect if the
laws which regalate the christian constitution are violated, and it con-
sequently become affected by conformity to the world and its various
mfluences ; will it possess health and vigor to give it strength to exercise
that influcnce upon the world which at present is necessary. ¢ S-and
fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be
not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.™ (Gal. v. 1) Butte
conclude, ¢ Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard,and
hold fast, and repent, If therefore thou shalt not watch, } will come on
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour Ishall come nponthee.
Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their gar-
ments ; and they shall walk with me in white; for they are werthy.™
(Rev. ui. 3,4.) Your’s, &, D, B. N.

Farrs.—Many distinguish the belief of the head from thc belief of the
heart, as if a man could perceive a thing to be true with bis head, which,
m his heart, he perceived to be false: all its influence upon the heart and
hfe, is the influence of truth believed. There 1s a wide difference be-
tween understanding the terms of a proposition and belicving the truth of it.
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TO THE BAPUIST MINISTERS OF NEW LRUNSWICK AND
NOVA SCOTIA.—No. 2,

GenrLexeN—It is a cause of deep regret to the loversof truth, that as

a body you shouid always have manifested such peculiar sensiuveness

wheu any of your peculiarities of faith or practice huve been called in’

question. Nay more than this: you have been wont to lovk upon those
who have presumed to bringany of your doctrines in contrast with the
Word of the Lord, as your personal enemves, s it not possible for men
tv question the scundness uf your views and the reasonubleness of your
practice, and still be your best fiieuds? Count me not, therefure, your
encmy because 1 try to disclose wlat I most siucorely Lelieve to be er-
roneous ta your system. Iam not jealuus of y our powei or your influence.
I can have noother motive in the noticestaken of you, than to point out
what appears to me wrong, for your benefit and ihat of .hose over whom
you have so much influence. If the Lord should spare us u few years]
am confident that you will look upun thuse poor efforts of mine to call
your attentior to the ™ Restoratiun of the aucicut vrder of things,” as
prompted by the best of motives; and, if heeded, fur your gaod and that
of those over whom you eonsider yoursclves placed as pastors and
teachers, I have many things to say 3 but recent eccurrences convince
me that youcansot patiently bear them now. I will, therefore, only call
sour attention to one puint at present. Yur have studiously labored to
prevent the people either hearing or reading any thing in epposition to
Baptist sentiments. Your meeling livuses have been closed to all the
advocates of reférm, while they have been thrown open to Pedo-Baptisis
—Calvinianand Arminian. Indeed, in Nova Scotia you have used your
influence to have even the school houses closed against preachers of the
Ancient Gospel: I have again and again had demonstrations of this ex-
clusivencss and opposition. What would be the natural wference from
a course like this? Will not every one be impressed with the convictian
that you were unwilling—nay afraid tv have what we call the Apostolic
Gospel announced to your hearers. How small the coufidence in your
sentimeats ! How jealous of the attachment of your people ! How weak
your faith in the doctrines and praciices o[ which you are the authorized

defenders!!!  As men of the world, however, your prucence isto be |

comnmended ; for it is that of the Steward of whoin we have an account

in the 16th chapter of Luke : for werc your hearers w give the Apostolic |

Gospel an unprejudiced hearing long enough to become acquainted with |

i, and its perfectadaptation to all the wants and woes of man, they would
forever be lost to you—at least pecuniarily.

Again: you have done your utmost to muzzle the press. You not
only refuse to give your opponents a hearing ; but wlien even your own
brethren attempt to introduce any q@sstiuns of reform, their productions
are thrown under the table, or treated in such a munner that he 1s soon
convinced tlrt if he proceeds it must be at the risk of siarvation or the
loss of his credentials.

I have room in the present number for only one illustration ; for to
detail 19 you and my readers the many effurts that have been made to
prevent the Baptists from reading our litle pubhcalion, would make up
an amusitg chapter, if men could be amused ar the weakness and folly
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of those who have net sufficient copfidence in their own views to risk
them beside what you say are most obvious and glaring perversions of
the ruth.  Within a few short ycars, aye, months, have kingdoms and
thrones tottered and fallen in couscquunce of their upposiion to the hberty
of the press. 'They feared to trust the people wuh buth sides of the
gquestion * when the people knew it, they refused longer (o submit to them.

The case for illustrationto which 1 have above ailuded, is that of Eider
Alexander Crawferd, of Prince Edwurd lsland.,  After you had dertved
mauy benefits from his labors as a preacher and & writer, your editors
refused lis manuseript the moment he attempted to lay before your
hearers the apostolic gospel, and the ancient order of things. He never
was nccused of upsoundness in the ** doctrines of grace,” or of non-con-
formity to all that is good and virtuous in pracuice. Yourefused to hear
almost his dying words of advice and instruciion relative to the order and
ordinanees of God’s house.  The fillawing introductory article,and other
papers, were returned to him or his fumily just before his triumphant de-
parture to a better land. But this with other documents of his, shall
go abroad, and though dead, he shal yet speak for your good and that
of those who look fo you as teachers of the truth. w. w. E

For the Missionary Magazine of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

Messrs. Epitors—As I understood your Prospectus, the premotion
of genuine religion is your preat object 1mn your arduous undertaking,
The grand maxim of the Reformers, that indeed which compreliended
every other, was, that the Bible contains the whele of the religion of
Protestants. If you agree with them respecting this prime article, to
which, in my opinion, our autentien cannot be too often directed, you
will of course be firmly c¥avineed, that the chief means of accomphish-
ing your object, is, to make your readers acquainted with the genuine .
principles of the Bible, so they may dWell in ihem richly, in ail wisdom,
working effectually in them, purifying their heart by truth. Biogruphy,
religious intelligence, 4nd every thing else, is useful, anly as far as’it
makes the reader better acquainted, or more in love with the scriptures,
Consequently, they claim only a suburdinate place.

As many false spirits are gone out into the workl, those who hold the
truth in rightecusness and love, will find it their duty to contend earnestly
for the truth of God. While they are communded to live peaceably
with all men, as much as possible, they are commanded, without any
qualifying condition, to buy the truth and sell it not ; to centend earn-
estly for the truth once delivered 1o the saints. While therefore, it is
imprudent to make your publication a vehicle of angry disputes, you
will soon find that you cannot maintain your ground, m conveyng -
struction, after the model of the Divine Oracles, without striving for the
faith of the gospel. Many in the present day affect to abhor all disputes
about religion. I kmow not how they can read the New Testament:
Christ and his apostles were constantly engaged in disputes with the cor-
rupters of the truth. I never jet knew a persen afraid of agitating a
disputed point, while he fclt fully conscious the scriptures would bear
him out in his view of it. But when half conscious he is wrong, that
seripture evidence is rather against Ifim, so that the Bible will not bear
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him out to the conviction of the candid aud discerning, while be finds nt
honorable, piofitable, or agreeable, to continue in the profession aad
practice of his error, he 18 always averse from having the publicatteation
divected to the subje't.  Far be it from me to conntenance those whose
religion consists in disputes and contentions. Let everything be done to
edific ton, under the influence of the love of truth ; avoiding, on the one
hand, a specalative, contentious spirit; and. on the other, an unfaithfu!,
tame, yielding spirit, that will purchase peace at the expense of truth,
If you think the following plait: remarks any way suitable to your design,
vou are welcome to insert them. If not you will please return them.
The writer thinks that the promotion of true religion is his only design
in writing, and he has no intention of starting or perpetuating a ¢ontro.
versy, but of simply calling the attention of the disciples to their duty,
as pointed out in the seriptures of truth ; that they may think for them-
selves, and understand and do the will of their heavenly Father. He
that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.
If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. In the keeping of
them there is greal reward,

Your’s, &c. PmLo Vsiiras.

THE DEATH OF MOSES.

“ And the Lord spake unto Moses that self same day saying, Get thee up into tius
monntain Abarim, uuto Mount Nebo, which i3 11 the tand of Moab, that is over
against Jeticho, and behold the land of Canaan. which I give unto the children of
Jarael for a posseseion ; and die in the mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered
umto thy people.” * ® * 8o Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there, in the land
of Moab, according to the woid of the Lord.”—Dsu. chap. xxxii. and xxxiv.

Tur grotphet bless’d the peoplo; and the lagt

Sovund of that lov’d voice had ceas’d upon the eat

Of the assembled muhitude. All was past:

His work was ended-—his reward was vear.

The faithful leader, who, with words of chect,

Reviv'd the weary inthe desert way—

Had intetceded for thew, when the teat

Of God's displeasure heavy on them lay—
Alons upon the mountain top must pass away.

It wns 3 strange wild placo the prophet gain'd,
When thero at length companionless he stood ,
High in the mountain, where had reign'd
ature in her eternal solitude :

Vhere ages past had seen no step intrude—
But silence sull was undisputed ; save
When the tempest rose, and in its angry mood
Bid *mong the giant cliffs in fury rave,

Or hoarsely echoing, filled each mountain cave.

From this wild solitude the old man scann’d
With strengthen'd vision all the prospeet fair—
Delighted he survey'd the promis'd land
Through all its wide extent, and noted where
‘The verdant earth—the sky—the balmy air
That gently stirr’d the flelds of golden graine=
. Attested afl Jehovah's word : that there
Plenty did bless the wide-extonded plain—
Aud ke rejoic’d to know the promise was not vain.
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Thus as lie stood, snd gaz'd in his last hour
Upon this penceful resting-place prepar’d,

Mewn'ry awoke—and by ity wondrous pow's
The past return’d—the present disuppeat’d:
e stood agun on Horeb's side, and fear’d

When the Eternal spoke from out the flamo;
Heard his commission given, and rever'd

The high command, that i Jebosal's name

Sent bim to save his people from their sluvery and shume.

Ouce more he stend in Exvnt's halls, and there
Arl'd a deliveranee for the cheren band—
Refus’d—he heard the wail of deep despair
Sywell on the breeze from that accursed 1and
Ouce more ke saw the great Ominiscient’s hand
Lead on tho people thro' the wauve-wall'd path,
Thll, safely past, hie heard the stern commund
That made those waves the ministers of death
Uato the mighty hast that foliow'd them in wrath.

All was array‘d, and pass’d in quick review:
The desert wand 'rings of the host he led —
(The mercies shown him all the journey throughy—
The stream from out the rock—the dnily bread—

- “Snppli'd from heav'n—on which the peoplo fed ;
The summit of Mount Sinai, when it stire’d
With the Great Presence—and the awfal dread
With which he how'd, and Jisten'd to the word—

*Iam the Lord thy God"-—and trembled a3 be henrd.

Thus well did mem'ry do her office, till

Death over nature gam'd the mastery ; "

Until the eyelid clos'd—the pulse was still—

The victory complete; and his last sigh

Spent on the breeze that sooth’d him tenderly.

A soulless form was there—the spirit free,

Pasa’d to its horue beyond the changine sky:

The people gain’d an earthly rest~-but he
Enjog'd with God the rest of an cternity!

Suint Jokn, March, 1848. SILAS,

SUCCESS OF THE ANCIENT GOSPEL.

Tur Harlinger for January, contains reports from variouspoin's that
about Five hundred bad been added to the different congregations of the
Lord, in the * West.”

| 'The Gospel Proclamation for December, January, and February,
| reports meny accessions to the cause of Primitive Christianity. . The
success of the reproclamation of the Gospel, scems almost incredible.
Some Twelve hundred and Eighty are announced in these numbers as
taving been recently immersed into the death of Chuist, for remission of
sins.

The Protestant Unionist reports seventy eight conversions. )

The Western Reformer—1two late numbers—two hundred and thirty
eight added to the Lord.

‘The Witness of Truth reports some accessions in Canada. No. 3,
is the omiy cue of the present volume, that has yet come to hand.

From Halifax, N. S. we learn that the cause is still prospering inthat
city.  Some Fifty or Siaty having been immersed within a few months.
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PERIODICALS. :

Sincr oir 1t we hive received The Protestant Unionist, edited and
prbtish by Bruthice Walter Scott, Pittsburg, Pa.  Itisa large weehly
ehiety well fil e with Chvice editorial aud judiciously selected arucles.
Price 32 per annwin.

Christiun Intelligencer.~Numbers 4 and 5, of vol. b, of this sheet,
cdired by Brother R. L, Coleman, Scottsville, Albermarle county, Va.,
are befare e it is alwo & fns large sheet, published every allcrnate
week, at $2 a year.

It will give us pleasurc to urder these papers, ot any others devoted to
the enien of trath und riglievwsness, fur any one who will furnish the
means of so doing.

———

(7 What has hecome of the Joursal and Union 2 Genius of Chris-
tinnity ? Christian Review nlias Christian Magazine? We are also
very desirous of hearing from Brother Wallis, Nowmngham, Old England:
nothing from him these many years.

Rrather Alevander Hall, editor of the Gospel Proclamation, is getuing
np a register of all the disciples in Europe and America, who hold the
«ope Lor, nuc faith, and ore immersion 3 who have no bond of unson
hat the uncorrupted word of God, and who Jesire v co-operate with |
all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.

{77 Ttis particulsrly requested that brethrenin Prince Edward Island,
Nova Scetia, and New Brunswick, send to me as soon as they qouve-
nientty ean, the number of members in each church, namesof cverseers
and prominent brethren in the cause. If the number should not be ex-
setly knawn, give a statemtent to the best of your judgarent, as brother
Hall is desirons of getting as full a report as possible. Please 1o give
the request immediate attention. I must repor: to brother Hall beture
the first of May.

Post Orrics arrangements have been a great annoyance to us since we
eommenced this volume. After having mailed part of the 2d No. we
were informed that no package should esceed Sitteen ounces. Since
then we have learned that heavy packages have been sent from the of-
fiee at which they should have been delivered, to the * dead letter
office ™ Letter afier letter comes to us complaining that The Christian
cannot be obuined. Mr. Howe, our very kind and obliging Deputy
Post Muster General, is doing all he can for us to have these packages
sent back from the dead letter office to our subseribers.  What the result
of bis efforts will be is not yet known. If our friends will be patient,
we will not only try to _come up to our promises, but our dates, by the
{s* of May or June. To those from whom no retatns had been received,
we sent but a few numbers. They will, however, remember that we
srot the first number to all our former subscribers, who had not given.
nntice of a wish 1o discontinue. Whether then our friends 1o whom we
look for aid have or Lave not received the first number, we wish themto
report themselves so soon as they possibly can. Ww. W. E.



