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VoIl }  SAINT JOHN, N.B., APRIL, 1841. § No. 11,
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CONDUCTED 5Y W.W. EATON.

Thou artthe Christ,the Son of the Living God.—Peter,  Onu th:s Rock I will bald
my Church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevai] agamst 1. —~The Lord Messiah.

THE CREATION—-REVELATION—GEQLOGICAL DISCOVERIES, &c.

Soxr time since we heard a friend of ours expatiating very warmly
" on the ingurious tendencies of Geologicul lectures, At first we thought
his fears were groundless; for we have ever been of the opinon that
the volnme of nature and revelation proclaim the same glerious facts,
and alike impress upon the mmnd of those who study them the being
and perfeciions of God—his powsr, greatness, wisdom and glory, and
the necessity of wu unreserved submission to his gracious will. Bat
when men, reputed intelligent, assert that discoveries in science, the
formation of the earth, or some fossil remaius, declare the Mogaie
account of the creation to be false, or assign to the carth a much greater
age than that which we learn from the Bible, then should the believer
in revelation raise his voice and speak out—then slould tlie defenders
of the truth of God stand forth before the wotld, and say to all the scep-
‘tical and unbelieving, ¢ Come, now, and let us reason together.”

We have not hiad the opportusities of mauy of our contemporaries
“to dive into the bowels of the caxth to examiue its various formations,
hnenhcr have we had the Prl\'l!ogc of soaring among the stars of our
*solar system, to wuteh their movements and admire their changes; but
with a litde goreral knowl-dae of those scicrees we have found our
mind wote flly crmfirmed in the truth of the Misiic account ot the
creation. Mot a drubtres's with us that the nuwer science comes to
perfiction, the wore ncaly will it approxunate the facts developed in
the 1evelation of Gad.  To the devout, holy philesopler, nzture and
religion are a happy, Larn o boes we Wad pain, walhing hard in haed,
guiding their studunt toil ¢ por als of itmmo:tality.

Som. thoughticss yourg parsons, however, are ready to seige cn
alwost any pretext to biing doubt an !l uneestunny over ihewr 2und je-
lative to the revelat.on of God ! e then who would a.d such i1 iheir
carcer of scepticism is no fiiend to the maoral rencvation of the human
family. How different such charicters fiom such men as the great and
Hustrtous Newrox and Locke, who spent maay days and years pon-
idering over and adwirmg the rivelaton of God! Like Mary
ihey satat the feet of Jesus avd heard lus words, receiving them “ wiih-

+ ¥

out cxception and without a doubt.” Sir Isaac Newton on the pro
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phecies, and Mr. Locke on various portions of the New-Testament,
prove that the physical world with the former, and the intellectual werld
with the latter, employed only a share of their attention. Such men
have shed a religious halo around scientific and intellectual pursuits,
and should put to blush those novices in science who are continually
sneering at the word of God. :

Butis it a fact thatany of the discoveries in science invalidate the
truth of revelation? What prevented such men as Newton, Lucke,
Bacon, Sir Humphrey Davy, and Dr. Thomas Dick, with a host of
others, from discovering such discrepancies? The fact is when men
desire to be under the dominion of their appetites and passions they can
create many imaginary objections to the truth of revelation.

But what say our Geologists? Why ! that many things discovered
must bave been in that state mote than six thousand years: that the
transformations could not have taken place in so short a time as the
seriptures would lead us to suppose! Let it be admitted that these
formations require 20,000 of our years, does this prove that Moses is
incorrect? By no uneans. Consider the account of the formation of
this earth as recorded in the first chapter of Genesisin connexion with
the latest discoveries of Astronomers N

«But the facts of geology are sustained and illustrated by astrono-
mical observations; so far, indeed, as the conglomeration of our pla-
net, and, I mizht add, so far as the Mosaic account ofthe creative pro-
cesses are implicated.

¢« The two Herschels, Sic William and Sir John, have greatly en-
riched astronomical science by their many splendid discoveries and
speculations on the construction and architecture of the heavens. By
the aid of their immense telescopes, of from 10 to 40 feet in length,
they have ascertained that stars are still forming, and the remote fields
of space are filling up with new systems of suns and their satellites.

¢ A shining'fluid,’ rare and cloud-like, or n:bulous, in immense
masses, sometimes of a pale milky appearance, diffused over millions
of miles, and of immense depth, like a curdling liquid, thickens, and
from being ¢ without form and void,’ gradually assumes a globular ap-
pearance, thickens down into less dimensions, and finally shines as a
star occupying but a speck, a shining point in a region which it once
Slled with its cloud-like appearance. Stars are counted up to thou-
sands, in different states of perfection, from shapeless masses of nebu-
lae to sparkling orbs of various magnitudes. They are said to resem-
ble one another ia their approaches to perfection, as an infant in its an-
nual progress to manhood resembles a perfect man. *In the first and
rudest state,” Nicolls in his Architecture of the Heavens has said, ¢ the
nebulous matter is characterized by great diffusion ; the milky light
is spread over a large space so squally that scarcely any peculiarity of
construction or arrangement can be perceived.” The perfectly chao-
tic modification of this matter on its first appearance, or original form,
. resembles vapor thinly spread, some spots thicher and more lumi-
nous than others. So Moses describes- our planet—* And the earth
was without form and void, and darkuess was upon the face of the
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mass; and the spirit of God moved upon the fuce of the wa.
ters.’®

¢ We cannot now detail what astronomers have said on the gradual
condensation of these amorphous nebulosities 1nto globular masses, nor
of the in®reased brilliancy which follows a change of structure. May
it suffice to say, their ratter seems gradually to fall under the same
laws of gravitation and motion which govern our system; but in the
first instance one of their diurnal revolutions may occupy’'thousands of
years, while as they condense into more solid and less buiky masses,
their motion increases until their days, hke those of our planet, from
thousands of years are reduced to a few hours. Hundreds of instances
given by our greatest astronomers, confirm the truth of this
statement, and shew that the matter of these stars, by this rotatery mo-
tion, is separated and gradually solidified into a globe.

« If any one should doubt the power of glassesto bring such objects
under our vision, to him we should say that the largest telescopes do
peneirate into distances perfectly beyond the limits of even our imagi-
nations. The diameter of the orbit of our earth 1s about one hundred
aud ninety millions of miles ; and, making it a sort of measuring rod,
it is calculated that our largest glasses can descry luminous objects al-
most four hundred times more remote than Sirius, which is distant
from our earth aliour thirty-six billivus of miles.

It would be foreign to our object to institute a comparison between
the discoveries of modern astronomers and the record of Moses con-
cerning the first state of the leavens and the earth, and the gathering
together of our globe. I will only say that, asin geology, so in astro-
nomy, the nigher we approach the truth, the more cen:plete the evi-
dence that no person in the times of Moses could have given such a
description of the heavens and the earth, unless guided by the unerring
hand of omniscient wisdom.

« We have made this rcference to the diffused nebulosities, thoss
chaotic vaporous masses which contain within them the seeds and ele-
ments of new suns and systems, and which 1n process of time are rolled
.p, condensed, and solidified into globes like ours, and fitted up for
the production and residence of numerous and greatly diversified inha-
bitants, to show,—that wher. Moses says the old earth was without
form and void, and enveloped in darkness, and that God separated the
watersabove and below the firnament, and darkness and light, and -
nally made the dry land appear, he only speaks in accordance with the
modera discoveries of the great masters of astronomical science. And
for another purpose, of greater interest with many—with a reference
to the lengt’ of the six days, or the much higher antiquity that some
geologists . sign to our earth, compared with what is understood to be
the Mosaic account of this matter. It 15 alleged that the fossil re-

*Koith, after quoting from Nicolls as above, “Nebulae or nebulous matter, i. e.
cloud or cloudy, may be said to beindentified with waters, designated as without
form and void. Water m a void or diffused state, is vapour or cloud; hereby de-
noting a harmony of expression botween Moses and the astronomers for a state of
matter for which human Janguage, as they confeds, has no nams.”
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mains, deposites, and formations discovered 1n this earth, argue an an-
tiquity many thousand ycars beyond the period wineh Moses assigng
to its orign, notyet full six thous el years. But to say that the tine from
darkuessto darkness, orfromlight to hght, culled ** ¢vening aud morn-
ing,” 1s necessanly of one lenzth s as unwarranted from the Bilfle as stis
frow analogy, or from the changes which must have happencd to the
vaporous mass, forinless and voud, of wihich this globe was formed. Is
there any ball 1o motton—any wheel 1 the unnerse, that perfurms is
first rotatory motion 1n the same tune in which it performs even its se-
cond, to say nothine of 1ts motion when under the full 1nfluence of all
the agencies and impulses which are then 1o co-operation upon 1t 1—
This would be a supernatural fact indecd!  Yhe carih now 1cvolves
upon its ass 1 twenty-four hours; bat that it must have occupied no
more tune when 1t was an unmense volume of vapour spread over a thou-
sand million of times us present occupancy of space, aud ut influeuced
by the same laws that now governit, would te a preposterous canclusion,
a supernatural fact of marvellous import.  While, then, the last days
of the creation week may have heen o more than 24 hours, the first
two or three may have heen 24,000 years, for any thing which science
or the Bible avers on the subject.”

Let the voung and ardent, the teacher and taught make themselves
acquainted not only with the outlines of the sciences, but gointo them tho-
roughly, beforethey presnme to question uny of the facts recorded in that
volume which bas done inove for the civilization and morahizing of our
race than all the other books and sciences m the umiverse.  Discard
that and we could not know certamnly whether there were one God ora
milhon ! Repeet that and owr orngin and destny are enveloped in
clouds and thiek darkness. Recewve and act upon it, all 1s peace and
happiness here and eternal life in hcaven. Eb.

From the Evangelist.
A NUT FOR GECGLOGISTS.

Sucn is the heading of an article ¢opicd from the Brochville, Indi-
ana, American, of a late date, and published 1 the Wesiern Citizen of
the 18th nstant, 1 which 1t is stated that in digging « well io Union-
town, of that county, when about 35 feet helow the sutface of the earth,
the digaers came upon several picces of woud, limbs of tiecsgleaves,
&c. The wood was of tie swemp cedar hind, noue of which is sup-
posed to grow m the west.  That paper says the town of Univa is m
a flat back country, fir removed from any stream or water course.
And near the well is a stump of a large oak which has just been cut
down, and which has stood the storms of many huudred winters.—
When were these leaves and limbs deposited 35 feet below the roots
ofth.s suardy oak T Iu the foregoing article Geologists are called upon
to auswer, if they can, the two [Lllowiug yucsdus to wit:  How came
the sWamp cedar to vuunpy als prescit pusiidon i a country, ia whichin
all probalality 1t did not givw 1 and secundly, When were these leaves
the Inabs, the wood, deposited Loucall the rvots of the sturdy oak that
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had grown near the site of the well 7 If we could answer one difficulty
by proposing uthers, we murht ask how came the boues of tropical ani-
matls w be frozen up o the northern jceburgs?  ow came 1t to pass
that almost halt the trade of Siberiais 1 avory T Or, how caine st to pass
that sumne of the largest quadrupeds of the elephant knid wie tound al-
most entire fiozen up in the 1ce, the hair, the skin, the flesh, blood, and
boues, just as they were when deposited where they are found? Or
when wersthcbones o e huge mammo.idepes.ted at the place known
by the nune ot the Big Bone Lick?  Or, the bread truit tree, evident-
ly a trupieal producton, deposited i the state of Oliio T Or, how came
1t to pass that sowe of the Andes mountans are cucrusted with oyster
shelis 14,500 fect ubove the present levelof the sca 2 Surely wehvein
a world ol'strange thiags, Now lor my part I should just ns suon be-
heve that the oystars grazed on the sides of the Andes mountaing
where these slidls are uwow toand, as that the clephants and other tro-
pical aunmals hved i Siberitv where their rematus ave found.  Some
wonderfal catusiiople has happened to our slobe.  But what catastro-
phe, and when? ‘¢ Aye, there’s the rub.”

We do not presume that we shall be able entircly to satisfy every
one who may chance to read this scrap, as to the means by wlhich, and
the tne when, the above mentioned depositse were made.  But we
thiuk 1t likdly that the elephants were deposited in the northern ice-
bergs tn Sib.rw, the maumoth boues at the Big Boue Lick, the bread
frmt tree 0 Ohio, and the swamp cedar in Indina, atthe same time;
aod thar th was the wme of the geacral deluge, recorded in Genesis
by Mosce, If.o, they have atl occupied thewr present position for
about 4000 yeurs.  Theu what will become of the infidel position that
“all things continue as they were trom the begiuning of thie creation.”
Oi, as Mr. Hune has i, ** that the laws of natare are umiform in their
acuon, and have never been suspended since they first began to ope-
rate.”  Now, i such were the fact, the boues of tropical anmals would
have remained in tropical countries, swamp cedar would have been
found on the surface of the ground, and oysters in the sea.  ‘T'he Chris.
tian Geoslogist will Le the last wnan in the world to s1y that all things
coutinue as they were frum the creation.  Now, we thuk that we have
crachid the uut; if not, we are willing to strike it again. Mecanwhile
we ask our sscpucal friends to crack the follonwinguut:  If the laws of
nature have acted uniforinly, asd have vever bieen suspended since
the creation, how caine the cedar 1o be beneath the surface of the earth,
the elephant in Sibetia, the oysters on the mountains, &ec. More
when necessary., J. Irvin.

—rtD § R

DIFFICULTIES IN CHURCHES—No. IL
BY A. CAMPBELL.

Ir has been queried by a correspondent from New Lisbon, Ohio—¢ s
age alone a qualifiation foi office U” If not in these identical words, such
is the naked question.  This query, accompanied with some judicious re-
marhs, las been propounded on the suggestion offered in our first rea-
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son (No. 1.) for a senate or an eldership in every congregation—¢ Be.
cause, in the nature of the case, old men are better accowmplished for
the task; and if not very near the people, are very near to God, and
madst soon give an account to him.” What, then do we mean by old
men?  Old men simply, or old men ju the Christian profession? Not
old mensiwmply ; for age aione is no qualification for any office, any
more than sincerity in a pretender is a proof of the righteousness of lus
pretensions.  Without sincerity there is no virtue ; and yet sinceiny
alone is no virtue. Without oxygen there is no atmosphere ; and yet
oxygen is not atmosphere. Age is a relative term. Maeoszs was old at
120 years; and yet Methuselah was a young man, only in kis prime,
when 500 years old. Timothy at 30 was an older man in the Lc.d
than Sergius Paulus at 60.

Age in the Christian life is better than age in animal life. I have
sometimes seen very old men very great babes both in Christ and n
common prudence. X have forgotten whether it was Zeno or Seneca
who said, “ Pradence is the queen of all the virtues.” No matter who
said it: 1tis true; and more especially in reference to all governmen-
tal maite;s. Now as wisdom dwells with prudence, and both taberna-
cle in the tent of years, we gencrally expect to find them there rainer
than in the abades of youth—-

¢ We are warn'd by the wisdom of age,
And cheer'd by the sallies of youth.”
Elihu has said that ¢ days should speak, and multitude of years should
teach wisdom.”

Grace only adorns the native faculties of the soul. It imparts no
new ones. Therefore, the things wanting in the physical and intellec-
tual structure of man are not to be supplied by converting and redeem-
ing grace. I acknowledge that a mau’s energies may be improved by
the faith of Christ, because that faith excites, rouses, aud consequently
improves the energies of man. 'While it does not appear that all in-
dustricus, active, enterprizing persons are Christians, evident it is that
all true-hearted Christiaus are industrious, active and energetic cha-
racters.

As before observed, under the Jewish theocracy, in its best days, el-
ders governed the nation. They were, however, select men.  He
that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.” This
was the archetype of alltheir ideas of rulers. So did Moses choose and
appoint ¢ out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of
truth, hating covetousness ;”* and ** made them heads over the people.”*
8o I took of the chief of your tribes, wise men and known, and
made them heads over you.”’t  But we should be told that this was in
the state government. And does that change the necessity of govern-
ment, or of able and just men to administer 1t? Not in theleast: for
if state governors and ralers should be able and just men, much more
they who preside over the church of God! But the Jewish state was
all church, and their church was all state ; and in every imaginable
point of view their wisdom and policy are models worthy of ourimitation.

* Exodus xviii. 21-25. t Deuteronomy i. 15, 16.
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Bat yet there is no eternal compact between years and wisdom, and
therefore, while we look up to many years, it is only when these years
have been consecrated to the Lord, and are characterized by justice
energy, and discre*ion.  Old men, without these great attributes, are
not to be trasted with the government of a church. That clders may
rule well, they must be able to rule well. Now no man destitute of
decision of chuaracter, self-government, and energy, ever can well ma-
nage any concern, domestic, ecclesiastic, or poltical,

Paul, in laying down the qualifications for a bishop, says he must be
Jit to teach. 'This isequivalent to the ** able man” of Moses, and he
must be just, ruling well his own house as a proof of it. The qualifi-
cations are substantially the same—capacity to teach and capacity to
rule. 'The former requires intellect and knowledge—the Intter, jus-
tice and encrgy of character. The first qualification makes a man
able—the second makes him just.

Paul commands the man that rules to mind his calling—** Let him
rule with diligence.” But according to the fierce democracy of
congregationalism, all are equally rulers, and the office of which Paul
spoke is extinct. Now as we plead for the primitive order of things,
we plead for a senate in every church where it can be had—for a pres-
bytery of able and jus! men-—men that can-discriminate, and who will
judge righteous judgement—who will firmly, and without partiality,
execute the laws of Christ.

This is the most direct and effectual prevention of disorder in
churches. So the Apostles thought, else they wnuld not have had
things to assume this order from the beginuing. Nor would they bave
so strictly charged both the rulers and the ruled on the whole subject of
their relative duties. 'While invested with a high authority, the rulers
are not to be ¢ lords over God’s heritage,” and while all are equal as
brethren in Christ Jesus, the ruled are to ¢ submit to them who watch
over them and admonish them in the Lord, and to esteem them very
highly in love for their work’s sake,” and to live in peace among
themselves.

I will only add in the present essay, that wh.e one of the qualfica-
tions is relative, the other is absolute. A man’s ability or aptitude to
teach, is always to be measured by the capacity and progress of the
learners. But the moral qualifications are not comparative, or in de-
gree; but perfect and entire, wanting nothing. ¢ He that ruleth over
men must be just—not comparatively, but just—one that does nothing
in the name of the Lord by partiality—oue that knows no man ac-
cording to the flesh ; but f€ars God supremely, and executes his laws
uprightly. Sach a person ruling with diligence, is one of God’s best
gifts to any community, religious or political.

-~
P § e

DIFFICULTIES IN CHURCHES—No. IIL.
BY A GAMPBELL.

As a sovereign preventive of difficulties in churches we have shown
that an able, discreet, and rightcous senate or eldership is one of Hea-
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ven's owa ordination—an indispensable prerequunte to the good order,
peace, health, and prosperity of a community. 1T'his senate must be
devoted ia heart, and set apart to this business under the solemn vows
of fidelity to the King and his kingdow, and with a proper feeling of
respousibility to the Lord at his coming; else it will degenerate into an
annual thing a pro tempore aud preparaiory measure—a sinecure—a
nothing.

But even when this senate is in full and harmonious discharae of its
duties to the Liord and his people, it must be submitted to in all its righ-
teous decisions on the part of the community that appointed it, clseit
will prove utterly useless and unavailing in the prand object of its se.
lection and ordination. The election to rule is, on the part of the elec-
tors, an engagenient to submit to the elected.  On any other hypothe-
sis an elecuon or ordination is a farce. No discreet and devoted ser-
vant of Christ would aceept of an office in the discharge of which he
would not be sustained by the brethren.  All that promote to any of-
fice a brother, are obliged by every principle of picty and congruity to
submit to the administration of that person so loug as he exhibits him-
self faithful to the Lord and the brethren.

It was in this view of the subject that Paul commaaded the Jewish
brethren to obey and submit themsclves to thase who presided over
them. His language to the Thessalonians is remarkable: * Consider
those who labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and who
admonish you.” ¢ Over vou, uNpER THE Lorp.” The Lord, then,
has placed over them rulers or elders to whowm they were to submit, and
and whom they were * highly to esteem in love for their work’s sake.”

Now this submission, obedicnce, and esteera on the purt of the bro-
therhood, had respect to matters of discipline in the adunnistration of
the lnws of the kingdom much more than simply to theirteaching., It was
nottothem as commentators on the text that submission or oledience
was due; but as rulcrs in the discipline and adjustment of all difficul-
ties that might occur in the family of God.

This is a very decisive proof that discipline was not adiniuvistered by
the whole community ia their public asscmblics, but by the elde:s of
the church invirtue of their office.  There never wos a commuuity
that got along peaceably and profitably for auy leusth of tiine that pre-
sumed to settle all matters of discipline by apublicvote i a public as-
sembly. Such socicties as have advocated this wild democracy have
either broken themselves to piecs, or greatly dishoncured and injurcd
the profession. No family, church, or state could be long kept in or-
der, in harmony, and love, under such an economy.

Now if i. be no dispiragemont to our rauk as citizens of the state,
that we submit to the officers whom we ourselves have created ; canit
be any diminution of our Christian dignity to obey our own ceclesias-
tic rnsers, who, under 1he Lord, are over us for our good 2

To prevent difficulties in churehes these two things are, in my
judgment, first in importance—viz. an efficient pro<tyiery m every
congregation, and a rational and scriptural submission tu them ,n the
capacity of rulers on the part of the whole brotberhood. The difficulty
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in obtainiug a competent presbytery is not greater thau the difficuliy
in obtarmng that spint of subordination, without v luch confusion, tu-
mule, and schisin will incvitubly ensue. Tl difliculiy beset the apes-
tolic ehurches even uader the inpenal govanment of Rowe aud the
despotic und nulitary tyrannies of her provisecs.  How much more
may we expeet to enentter it under the pepular notions of repubhean
equahity and nghty, whieh generally disangnh the Eoghsh peoplein
Europe and Amenca. I the Apostles bl 1o speak of some who ** de-
spised domimon and reviled digmties”—who, * hhe the angels that
kept not their proper plice in benven,” were insubordimate, 1o those
days, may we not much moreexpect it now ! If some thén perished
in the “ gainsaying aund rebellion of Korah,” in the same refractory
spirit that instigated that memorable rebellion in the days of Maoses,
may we uot expect similar indications i this licentious age? If the
Apostles found it necessary to teach their own converts * to submit™
to those who  ministered to the saints”—to submit to such ministers
as the * family of Stephanas,” and ¢ every onc that wrought and la-
boured with them,” the Apostles—how much more expedient and ne-
cessary now under the fierce ecclesiastic democracy that is daily grow-
ing up in this community 1

Of all the endless and tiresome talkers under the broad heavens,
save me from that class who are opposed to all preaching andteaching 3
whose every sermon is to preach down all preaching, and to teach
down all teaching. 7 Aud of all the tyrants, political or ecelesiastical,
that have stained t' ¢ historic page with thewr foul deeds of tyranny,
anarchy, and wmisrule, save me from those fierce demacrats whose
shout in the day aud whose song in the night, is—

All men are born equal and freo
Iu this blest land of liberty ?

I have had the misfortunc to be acquainted with some few good breth-
ren of this peculiar 1disyncrasy, whose prosing speeches about nothing
would have tired the patience of the angel of Jub: and whose genc-
rous democracy in a favourable soil would have flourished into a re-
spectable tyrauny. They have generally been disunguished, too, for
a most iuf:licitous obtusity of feeling, and a singutar shallowness of
mind, which pre-eminently forbade their assumng the place they de-
siréd to il ; their only, or chief qualification heing a laudable desire
of usefuluess, stimulated by an exorbitant seli’esieem. When 1 have
seen such spirits rise in & worshipping assembly to “ occupy only a
few momcnts” with *¢ a very few praciical remarks,” a clulliness hasg
suddenly benunbed my soul, which, had they only imagined, might
have instuntly frozen the genial current of their eloques.ce, had it but
a single element in its cowposition suscepuible of any 1ufluence from
without. But su:h perfect masters of thewselves are these orators,
that notall the coughs of the Eaghsh House of Cemmons, nor the
broader and more guttural hunts of an American Congress, superadded
to the sudden decampment of half the congregation, apd the screnking
nfthe rusty Linges of the church-yard gate, could cayse one thuli of

80
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sympithy to derang? the onward mar:h of theit bright conceptions and
ready utterance.

Biuch difficulty is to be apprehended in every congregaiion that at
alllicences in any way such ‘“unruly and vain talkers.,”” They wil
b2 thorns in the hands and smoke in the eyes of cvery congregation
that allows them cither to dictate or to rule. ¢ Their mouths must be
stopped,” as Panl said of some voluntary talkers who “ sought to draw
away disciples after them”—who * crept into houses,” and * led cap-
tive weak and eredulons women, laden with sins and led away with
divers Insts.””  Such persons “resist the truth” and * subvert whole
fimiliee,” It will always require persons of *¢ quick understanding”
to dotect such characters, and of prompt and decisive character 10 re-
strain aad govern them. In the par~ble of the drag-net we are taught
to expect in Corist’s church, during the present dispensation, a spe-
cies of almost all the fish in the sea—of almost oll sorts of men on
earth; and to manage and praside over such a community is a good
and arduous work. ‘If any onec desires the office of a bishop,” he
does not desire a bed of ease—=a sofa of indolence—a sinecure; but
“ a good work.”

— § CD——

[For THE carisTiaN.] -
A PREACHER’S DIFFICULTIES.

No class of men have to encounter more difficulties than proclaim-
ers of the Gospel.  If they seck to please every one they must cease to
announce all the truth!  « Woe unto you when all men shall speak well
of you.”” Those who seek theapplause of men must earry continually
a warwithin—duty, truth, and an inclination: conscience and reason
will drive away all peace of mind; and they will find thewmselves most
awfully mistrken, if, with all this turmoil within they anticipate the
united acclamation of their bearers.

Bat the faithfid preacher will study the will of God, and declare his
whole counsel; and then with some he will be too doctrinal—too se-
vere towards those who ditfer from him ; with otherz he will have too
much to say about growing in grace and in knowledge—about givirg
all dihigence to make our calling and election sure—on the necessiiy
of zeal and devotion ; and the great good resulting from watchfulness
and prayer.  If he claims the recessity of parents training up their
children for the Lord, some wili make complaints to smother their own
consciences, and say, I wonder if he attends to his own family du-
ties! I don’tsee that his children are any better than mine.”” If he
be a young man and happens to address parents—many will say, © he
had better wait unil, by experience, he knows sometlnng about family
afeis!”

If he preaches zealously, many will complain that he makes too
much noise and is trying to frighten his hearers: but if ¢1lm and col-
lected, some of the same persons will accuse him of being- destitute of
christian zeal and holy devotion.  Jf he demands his just due, as one
nppeinted by the congregation to labour in word and doctrine, he is
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stigmatized as a hireling, labouring for the flecce rather than the flock ;
bat if he says nothing about such things, but permits every one to give
him just what they please, always thenkful for every htile favour; he
will then be desp sed by those who weuld call um a hireling if he de-
wanded wagzes. Should he labour ior a livebhoud, the greater part of
bis hearers will come to the conclusion that they hnow as wmuch as he
dues; and 1f by ih:ze means he gets mvolved 1 the world he will be
accused then of beisg wordly minded.  If he contends for lus nghts
babargiiy he is accused of dishonesty by worldings, and 1if" a bro-
the. becaes displeas:d wnb him, he wid retaid the slander as undoubted
trath 5 17 he dues not contend for hus just dues his fanuly complains, and
Cauze lum oiica to hear the Janguage of Paul— He who provides not
for his own bous: 1s worse than aun wdel 17

It he w> cheerful and pohte 1 lus 11anners, lie is considered light
minded and vain—f sober and reserved, hie 1ssourand morose, and not
fitfor a proccher,  Should he preach aguinst women *“ adorning them-
selves with gold and peatls and costly ariay,” and urge upen his bre-
threw’s aiteation the uecessity ot conformng stiictly to the word of God,
he will most assuredly ofiend vain daughters—doting mothers—incon-
siderate fathers and foolish husbands ; who will rake up every fobile of
the preaches, not forgetting those of Ius family, and thus njure him
and the cause he pleads ; but sheuld he neglect this part of lus duty, he
wiil soon be convineed that many of lus congregation spund more tune
at the toilet arranging their enrls, head-bands, jewels, &e. than in read-
tng the oracles of God, or w the closet.  Some of lus faithful flock will
perhaps take these things in hand, aud then famlies and those wont to
meet arond the same Lord’s table are alienated, and every thing they
can Lanagine are collecied to injure the feehngs and rcputation of one
unother It T'he poor preacher’s heart and soul are thus rent asunder
with church difficulties and church meetings ; hints and slurs in pray-
er-meetings, aud private circles, deepen and widen the Lreach, uutii h,s
heart faints within him, and he 13 constrained to exclam
“ Mine car is pain’d, my soul is sick,

With every Jay's report of wrongand outrage with which carth 15 filled.”

Thus the moie-hill is magnified into a mountain, and the last endis
worse than the first; but let 1t terminate as it may the preacher at last
has to suffer, for he sees those for whose salvation he has laboured and
suftired divided, lus friends amourning, his enemies rejoicing, and the
devils glad. These are only a small part of his difiiculties; for there
is his anxiety for the conversion of the world, his desire to see all Chris-
tians united, and the world happy. Iis heart leaps within him at times
when he sees sinners turning from their sins and acknowledging the
Saviour; but then a cold chill comes over lus soul when he remembers
that some whom he has led down iuto the baptisimal water, and then
hailed them as members of the body, have turned. aside to Satan!—
Thus every cup of pleasure is mixed with gall and wormwood !

Real want and suffering often haunt his habitation ; and although
bie 1sdoing all in his power to benefit his fellow-creatures, he is con-
strained to say with the Psalonst, *No man careth for my sout!”
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Why then will he preach? ¢« The love of Christ constraineth him.»
H~ bohiol s his friends and neighbours perishing around b m. snd seeks
their pressnt and future happiness, and his motto is * For Zion's sake
will I not hold my peace, and fo- Jerusalem?’s cak: I will not rest, un-
til the righteousness thereof wo forth as brightness, and the salvation
thereof asa lamp thatburneth.”

- Exreriexce.

— § e

TO MR. SAMUEL MACK.

DEeir Sir—Your letter came duly to hand, and we now iatend to lay
it before our rcaders.  Were it not, however, fur a few considerations,
we should let it pass without notice.  ‘These are, 1. Some men, who
have large ¢ sclf-esteem,”™ imagine that if all they say is not noticed, it
is a cerluin proof that their arguments are inviueible. 2. Your name
was mationcd in our last number by Mr. Kenipton in such a manner as
did not reflect much honor on your reputation as a rcligious disputant.
3. We, thercfore, wished our readers to hear your own testimony, in
your own words. 4. We have often said that those who do not receive
the Apostolic Gospel, are tresting in themsches for sulvation—that they
arc leawn'ng upon their own hearts, feclings, au’ inaginations—the most
precar’ous foundation en which mortal can stana—this has been disputed
—yvour leiter is now laid before such as proof.

As you have pre=ented neither seripture proaf nor rational argument
in favor of the position you have laid down, 1 shall rot attempt a reply,
but simply append to your productiona few notes and passing remarks.

[TO THE LDITOR OF THL CHRISTIAN, ST. JOHN, N. B.}

Dear Sir—In the Christian, vol. 2, No. 4, page 98, you say— And
I can inform you, sir, what we do not believe. ~ We do not believe that
any man who hears the Gospel can be regencrated, born again, &e.
without a believing immersion into the name of Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.  If you doubt—if any of our readcrs question the assertion, the
pages of the Christian are open for that part of God’s word that asserts
it, for the promisc that it may or can be so, or for the man who was
everregencrated by the spiritof God, or in any other way, since the king-
dom of Jesus Christ was set up, without Baptism. Now it is hoped that
this isplain.  If it is truth, the Lord have merey on our modern teachers!
If itis an error, the Lord knows that we are all willing to be taught.”

1 am glad to find, sir, notwithstanding your great confiderce of being
right in your belief, even so as to challenge (1) any man to oppose it,
that you have seen fit, neverthcless, to inscrt four ifs, two in your chal-
lenge and {wo afterwards: but I am better pleased with the last than
with all the rest, viz: ¢ 1f it is an error, the Lord knows that we are alt
willing to be taught.  This sounds well, sir, I must confess ; and al-
though I dislike controversy (2) unless for the purpose of defending the
truth and detecting error, or for some other Inudable purposc; neverthe-
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less, if conducted in a gond spiritand for the above purpeses, (but notas
the one was in Halifax some years ago) I think there can be no better
way to bring the above purposes about.  But lalso think, sir, that My.
Eaton and Mr. Robinson are too near ahin in the wa er concern to be fit
opponents to cach other on that subject—cach migh say to the other,
¢ Physician, heal thysel . For the abave reasons and purposes I ac-
cept your challenge! But not withcu. being well aware, sir, [ can as-
sure you, of the geeat disparity with regard to human learning which ex-
ists between us ; and you will no doubt be quite mortfied to find your
challenge accepted by one of so little learning : but my dependence is
in him who hath said in his word * they that put their trust in the Lord
shall never he confounded.”  In that wisdom which Solomon thus des-
cribes : ¢ For wisdom is better than rabies: and 2!l the things that may
be desired are not compared to it.”

Withia the last fifteen years I have given several chgllenges to the
Baptists, to meet me with drawn swords, in defence of therr Calvimstic
doctrines ; but I fixed them in such a dileinma they dared not mceet me.
I often asked, ““If Calvinisin is wrong should it uot be oppesed ;™ and
they were obliged to own (though oficn wih reluctance), ihat it ought.
‘Then I would say, I know of no surer way of being or domg right than
to oppose the doctrine 5 for if 1t be wrong it ought 10 be opposed, and if
it isright I cannot be wrong, for it must huve been foicorda.ned of God,
and what he forcordains cannot be wrong.  Under these cicumstances
they found that the casiest and shor.est way to answer my questions and
letters was to say, ¢ The old man is nut 1n his nght senscs, and, there-
fore, not worth vur notice.™  But 1 doubt rot, nevertheless, (though I
do not suppose they would be willing to vwn it,) that I have been an m-
strument in the hands of my master of curing them of much of their old
Calvinistic principles.  And you, sir, acknowledge that they do not ad-
vance them as they formerly did.

1 never had a challenge accepted, nor the honer of accepting onc my-
self, until last January ; and then the gentleman who gave 1, by decli-
ning to comply with my terms of acceptance, backed out; (3) and for
the purpose of deceiving people, and making them beheve he had gained
the victory, told that I bad backed out, which caused me to give him a
few cats with my Master’s sword, which both wourded and silenced
him. (4) How the matier will terminale between you and me, is still
to be proved. Iaving made the foregong preliminary observations,
which will not be needed again, thovgh our controversy might be pro-
tracted to a great length; 1now give the word, draw your (5) sword, sir,
and stand forth like a man in defence cf immersion and your spantual ex-
periences 5 which are the wwo points against which iniend fo make my
chief attacks; and I pray that God our heavenly Father may teach and
support the right—confound and convince the wrong, whichever they
may be : and | doubt not, my brother, as you say you are willing to be
taught, hut you will join with me in saying Amen.

Now, sir, to prove ourselves, let us comparc with each other, and by
the word.of God : you as having been immersed, andI not.  Have you
been burn again of water and the.spint ? I have been born again of the
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spirit only, (3) in the worning of the fifth March, forty-cight years ago
to-dav.  Have vou the spint of God to witness with your spirit, that
vou i ve his ch’ld ? So have [? (7) D.d you grow in giace by cccupying
wi the talents yon then received, and fighting 1he gocd fight ot min
unti! you conld say, “ Ihave fought a good fight, 1 have kepu ihe tanh,?
&2.? Sodd L1 was nearly twenty-cight years fighung, beiore 1
cox'dsay, Lhave fought a good fight, &=.; and nearly ety s vee Lhave
boldly said 1t; and could give a reason of my hope (v) by telling my
experience during the tinse; but it would take up too much roony, as i
mean to confine what! shall now say ‘o one sheet of pajcr.  Can you,
sir, say with S, Paul, “For we know that if our carlly bouse of ths
tabernac’e were dissolved, we have a building of God,” &c.?  So can
1. Can you say from your own experience,  Therefuie, beirg jusited
by faith we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ: by
whom also we have access by faith into this grace whaein vwe sicng,
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  And unot ovly to but vwe sio.
ry in tribulations also : knowing that tribulation woiketh patict.ce 5 aid
paticnce experience; and experience hope 5 and hope naketh Lot
ashamed, because the love of God is slied abroad in our Learis by the
Holy Ghost which is given untous.” (9). So canl.  If you can an-
swer the foregning questions, sir, in the affirmative, you could a!so an-
swer many others of the same kind, for ¢ He that is spirieal judgethsil
things, yet he himself is judged of no man: for who hath known the
mind of the Lord, that ke may instruct him?  but we have the mind of
Christ.”  We, that is, all who have his spirit; and thcy who Lave not
are nonc of his. If your experience in religion, sir, gocs beyond mine,
as [ bave stated (which I doubt very much), (10) I night then ackrow-
ledge that immersion might have done you seme good.

If I bave been rightly informed, siv, you have formerly cnjoyed a
much larger share of charity thun you do now.  Then you were withing
for all (11) to go to hoaven ; but now you do not Lelicve any cne (i%)
can get there, not cven the good Quakers, except yourselics and the
Baptists, and those who have been immersed: thes runusing {rom one
extreme into another. T hope you will give your reasous for so domg.

I ain emboldencd thus to write with plainness, s, fromn what you say
on page 183, No. #: ¢ A faithful friend to point out our crrors and fur
bles should be csteemed as an invaluable trecauswme.”  So I think, sir
¢ For one, I feel grateful to any person who in love will point out to me
my blunders, and the causes of any difficulty or want of success.” o
ought any onc.  “I hope that this disposition of mind is possesscd by
all the brotherhood.” T hope sotoo.  * For of what value can error be
to us!” None at all; surely. “ Why should we be displcased with
any person who would point out what he considers wrong, either ir our
faith or practice.” Sure cnough, whyshould any one ? * Depend upon
it, brcthren, that when we come to stand before the great whue throne,
we shall find ell cur errors cither in faith or practice will be poor pro-
perty.” So I thiuk, sir, and for that reason I have accepted jour chal-
lenge, and mean to point out your errors in both faith and practice, as
it respects the great stress you lay on water baptism.
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£1. Paul says, * For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
{13) not of yourselves: itis the gift of God; not of works (14) lest any
man should boast.”” Not even water works (15). [ know of no one
thing which Las been and still is the cause of so much controversy, dis-
anion, wnsocialnlity and uncharitableness, as that of water baptism !
Aad in my opinion were all the churches to give it up (16) as an un-
essentnl thing, as the Quakers do, it would be much better for them all
aad the cause of religion in general.

The Baptisis will_not even adimt any one to their Lord’s table which
have not been baptized by unmenrsion ; this 1 know, for havetried thein.
Bat your church go farther still in unchavitableness ; for you don’t even
balieve that any man who hears the gospel can go to heaven without im-
mersion,  Aund the Catholics send all unbaptized persons into puraatory,
orsome worse place! Thus plainly showing that you all need much
more of that charity (17) which * Beareth all things ; believeth all things,
hopeth all things, endurath all things.”  And without which, we shall
beecome as soundng brass, or a tinkimng eymbal.  When [ was first fil-
led with the charity thus described by St. Paul, I had a desive to have arms
long enough to encircle all in the house (about five hundred persons,)
or even in the world, that there might be no discord or disunion among
us, or at least among the children of God.  Which love, thanks be 10
Him who gave it, I have maintained since, though not always felt in
iu same degree.

Of baptism-—1 believe, Sir, that John ¢ Baptized with water unto re-
pentance,” and said, “but he that cometh after me is mightier than [—
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire ;™ that when Je-

us came to be baptized of him John forbade him, saying, * I have neced to
be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me ?” that Jesus said “ sufferit
to be s0 now,”” &c. ;5 as much as to say, your baptism will rot be needed
long ; for both yourself and baptism arc only atype or forcrunner of me
and my baptism ; so soon as that takes place yours will be of no use.
John's preachiag was alsoa fsrerunncr of his master’s, for they both be-
gan by saying, ** repent, for thp kingdom of heaven s at hand.”®  Just
before Jesus was taken up, while teaching and giving ovders to his Apcs-
tles, he said, * For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.”  As much as 10
say—*- that will be the baptism of which John’s was only a forerunner
and type, but will then be of no further use.”  Andin a few days afier-
wards the Huly Ghost descended, sure enough, in a most wonderful and
miraculcas manner. (18)

In his cpis.les to the Cor. St. Paul says, I thank God that T baptized
rone of you,” &e. (19) and adds, * For Christ sent me not to baptize,
but to preach the gospel.” (20)  Now, sir, if Chr st thought as much of
baptism as the churches before mentioned d, would he have leltit
out of Paul’s commission? Surely not. And if Paul had thought as
much of it, would he have thanked God that he had baptized but very
few? (1) No, surely.

The above sayings, I think, shew very plain that Paul thought as lit-
tle of baptism as he did of circumcision, of which ke says, Gal. v. 6,
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« Por in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing nor uncir.
cumeision ; but faith, which worketh by love.”  Again, vi. 13, ¢ For
in Chris: Jesus neither circumcisioa availeth any thung nor uncircumes-
sion, but a nzw creature.” (22) The new creature being the produc-
tion of the faith which worketh by love.

By balievingand living in the same glorious bible religion that 1 have
described, as being my own experience, but not by imniersion, I had a
beloved child who dicd three years ago, in the full triumphs of fauh!
declaring for five days successively that death bad lost its sting! * O!}
fathar,” ,,said sh2, L an goiag to hraven hefore you, which is more than [
expected ; but Ishallsee youthere ; Oyes, father, I know I shall!” She
coatin1zlin the sams happy state of mind for the five succeeding days,
settled all her worldly affairs with as much composure as if she was
only preparing to go ajourncy with an expectation of returning again.
She left a loving and beloved husband and three young children. The
doctor, after giving an accougt of her death to a young woman of her
acquaintance, added, ‘It beggars all description.”  Much more could
and ought to be said of such a happy death; and had she belonged to
any sectarian church, much more would be said. And now, sir, if you
can produce anything from the history of your own church, or that of any
other, who think they have gained any thing by water baptism, which.
ever way performed, that exceeds what I have stated as my own expe-
rience or that of the death of my child (23), I hope you wilt produceit;
that I may learn something more than I know at present ; for, if I am
in error, either in the water concern or any other, I would join with you
in sayiog, the Lord knows that I am willing to be taught.

As I had limited myself to one sheet, I had of course to be very brief
on almost every subject of which I have treated ; but I make no doubt,
brother Eaton, but you will excuse theirbrevity, and give this a place in
the Christian, accerding to your promise in the challenge. ¢ Brethren,
if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him, let him know
that he which converteth a sinner from the error of his way shall save a
soul fiom déath, and shall hide a multitude of sins,”—St. James. Grace
be with you all. Amen. SAML. MACK.

Mill Village, March 15, 1841,

P. 8. Tam glad to find, brother Eaton, that you are free from the er-
rors of Calvinism, and right in many ihings ; but on the main point, I
stand in doubt of you or any other man, wio builds so much on a watery
foundation (24). Pleasc give me your opinion on divorcement; how
far it is allowable in the New Testament (25). S. M.

NOTES ON MR. MACK'S LETTER.

1. T haye challenged no one in the sentence quoted! I have simply
oTered to publish inthe Chris 110 thut ¢ portion of Gud’s word that us-
serts" that a man may be regenerated without baptism. Now, sir, you
have no right to d~mand th use of our pages without complying with
the condinons proposed !  Buat you seem to think that because you ex-
pect to go to heaven without submitting to the conditious of the gos-
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pel: that therefore you can jump into our vehicle, and ride when you
please !

2. Your frequent challenges of the Calvinists is proof of this!!

3. This is your version of the affnir.  The reader had better read
Mr. Kempton’s letter in the 10th No.

4. *Silenced him !”  How, sir, by stamping with the feet and cry-
ing “turn him out !”” * turn him out!” This would silence any man.
What * Master,” sir, put into your heartor that of your abettors to
pursue such a course as this?

5. My sword, sir, I threw away whenT dedicated myself to the Lord
Jesus Christ.  Ithen took ¢ the sword of the spint the word ot God.”
You did not dare to stand before that in the presence of Elder How-
a=d! Do you think that you would fare better on the pages ot the
Christian 7 Bring forth your strong reasons from the word of God, and
you shall be heard.

6. *Born of the spirit only ™ A singular child truly !!  Ouly one
instrinental or efficient cause of your spiritual existeuce! You are
then the only production which the sons of this earth have seen of a
like creation. Not even the Lord Jesus himselt was born wmto this
world by the spirit alone. But, Mr. Mack was! Where is the
proof? His own word ! yes, his ownindividual word!! «If Ibear
witness of myself my wituess, is not true,” said the Great Master; bat,
Mr. Mcksays, « If I bear witness of myself my witness s true;” and
if you don’t believe me I’ll give you a * few cuts with my master’s
sword.” But you may say, sir, that itis not a natural but a spiritual
birth of which you speak. Remember when the Lord spoke ot being
born agnin, he uses our first birth as a figure of the second ; hence we
are said to be begotten by the word of tiuth, (James 1. 18.) and born of
the will of God, (John i. 13.)

7. Why not let us know what the spirit says to you ?  Dud you ever
hear of n witness without words ! Paulsaid to lus bretliren ** because
you are sons God hath sent forth the spirit of his sous inte your hearts,
erying Abba Father"—Gall. iv. 6. How were these Gallatans
made children?  Hear the Apostle in the previous chapter, verse 26
and 27, « For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus;
for as many of you as have b:en baptized iuto Christ, have puton
Christ.” The <pirit of God speaking through his word never told you
that you were born of the spirit; fur there are three that bears witaess
in earth, the * spirit, the water, and the blood, and these three agree in
one”—that is in one testimony. You may ask, have Ibeen deluded 1
Whit spirit then have I received. Perhaps you will find an answer in
John iv. 6. He that is of God hearath us ; (the Aposiles) he that is
nnt of God he weth not us. By this we know the spirit of truth end the
spirt of error” Now 1t is evident that you will not hear the Aynostles,
for with wiited voice they proclanm to all bilievers, * Repent and bo
baptized every one of you 1 the name of Jesus Chrst for remission,
&e.” Remember sir, if there were false spiti g 1 the days of John,
there is the same danger now. These cannot be detected by ycur ex-
perience, but must be by the word of Ged. -

31
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8 The Christian’s hope is ahead—his anchor hope is cust within the
vail. Yours, it appears, is behind ; and instead of * hoping for that
you see not,” your hope is that which you have been enjoying at least
“ twenty years!” Read Romans viii. 24, 25, Hebrews vi. 18, 20,
1 John ii, 2, 3.

9. All this scripture is and was addressed to those, and those only,
who had been baptized into Jesus Christ, and had put on Christ—who
had been plinted in the likeness of his death. This could have had no
reference to a spiritoal baptism, for this good reason—the Roman
church had no * spiritual gifts,” (Rom. i. 11,) and all who were bap-
tized with the spirit at once possessed those gifts in a remarkable man-
ner. Again, it is said they were buried in baptism : this could not re-
fer to a spiritual baptism, because they were raised out of that in which
they were baptized, which could not have been the case if they had been
baptized in the spirit.

10. Very modest truly.

11. T never was a Universalist. I am now and always was willing
for all to go to heaven. 1 am labouring to persuade my fellow men to
go there. But Jesus has become the ¢ author of eternal salvation
(only) to those who obzy him.”

12. We never said that none would go to heaven but the immersed ;
but only those who heard the ancient gospel and refused to obey it.
The rest are in the hands of a merciful God. He will do right. The
question with us is not what God can do; what he may—but what he
has promised to do! He has promised to save those who obey him,
and here our faith ends.

13. What is the antecedent of * that?" Is it grace? faith? or the
salvation promised by grace through faith? The latter most assuredly.
The second impossible. For it is a standing rule in Greek and En-
glish * that the relative must agree with its antecedent in person, num-
ber and gender.” Now pistis (faith) is of one gender, and touto (that)
of another. 'We say then it is impossible for *“ that” to refer to faith.

14. The “ works’ here spoken of refer to the ceremonies of Judaism.
Faith, repentance, baptism, prayer, praise, &c. are never, since the
commencement of the kingdom, called works.

15. A profane jest—unworthy the man of God. It sounds too much
like the arguments of Tom Paine and Voltaire !

16. The truth of the bible has been in dispute for several hundred
years, and also the exictence of a God—why not give your voice to
reject these truths also, and go by your experience altogether, Mr. Mach?

17. ¢« Charity,” is a very pretty word ; and, according to the popu-
lar use of it, means that all religionists will go to heaven; but in the
bible it means love. I love you none the Jess, sir, because I ex-
press my belief that God will punish you with an everlasting destruc-
tion unless you obey him. It is purcly from love to the souls of my
fellow men that I warn them to flee from the wrath 1o come. Call no
raan charitable who will not proclaim the «hole truth, and endeavour
to show you the worst of your case.

18. John’s baptism has ceased—here you are right. We preach
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the immersion commanded by our Lord Jesus Christ mm Mark xvi. 16,
Matt. xxvii. 19, Actsii. 38, viu. and x. No man in his senses can
doubt that this is water baptism. Take the passage in Matthew: here
the Apostles were commanded to “ teach [disciple] the nations, bapti-
zing them.” Now the baptism of the spirit was the miraculous work
of God. Jesus never commanded s disciples to baptize the nations
with the Holy Sprrit! I'lns the Lord Jesus did himself on the day of
Peutecost, and at the house of Cornelius. Was the baptism of the
eunuch that of the spirit, when he and Philip went mto the water; or
was Goraelius baptized only with the spirit when Peter said ¢ who can
forbidwater.” e who cannot see that baptism in water is a duty bind-
ing on all believers, must be singularly blind.

19. Why did you not guote the whole sentence, and then you would
have secn the reason why Paul was thankful that he had baptized so
few—*¢lest any should say that I had baptized into my own name.”

20. But he did baptize some, on your own admission, and accordmg
to your views must have done wrong. A respectable criuc reads that
passage—*¢ Christ sent me not so much to baptize as to preach the
gospel.” Paul’s bodily presence was weak. He always had compa-
nions in his travels; he was the chief speaker, (Acts xiv.)-——the others
performed the baptizing, unquestionably.

21. No man, sir, after labouring hard to persuade people to believe
and be baptized (for these Corinthians had allbeen baptized, Acts xviii.
8, 1 Cor. vi. 11, x. 1,2, x1i. 13, and xv. 29), and then see the disci-
ples forming parties, calling themselves by the names of those who had
baptized them, but must in his heart thank God that he had baptized
so few of them, and, therefore, they could have no pretext for calling
themselves by his name. .

22. Why not quote 1 Cor. vil. 19— Circumeision is nothing, nor
auncireuincision 1s nothing, but keeping the commandments of God."
Baptism is not circumecision, and those passages quoted have no
reference whatever to baptism ; but baptism is one of the commands
of God under the new covenant !

23. To say any thing on a subject of so solemn and delicate a na-
ture as that of the death of a loved friend or relative, which would call
up an unpleasant sensation, is far from my heart. I should rather
you or any person would imagine that such arguments were irresista-
ble, than 1njure your feelings ; but, sir, when such things are called
up and spread before the world, they become public property; and
those who use such circumstances as arguments to induce sinners to
live in disobedience to the gospel, should expect something plain !
Well, what does the happy and triumphant death of any person prove 1
Hume’s friends say that he died with all the composure of a man
droppingiuto a gentle slumber ; and who ever did more to overturn the
christian’s hope of immortality. Nearly every Universalist paper on
which I place my eyes, records the happy and triumpbant death of
some of 11s devotees. And with the same composure, too, the Hindoo
worshipper of Juggernaut falls before its ponderous wheels, and in a mo-
ment passes into eternity ! So of all the rehigions in the world : but
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would you risk your soul on their foundations? You answer, *no—
because they have not the sanction of God’s ward " For this very rea.
gon I cannot trust my soul on feelings or experiences. I must have a
better foundation. I know not how to build on Jesus Christ as the
foundation without obeying him iv-all things. Your duughter unques-
tionably felt resigned to the will of the Lord, and would willingly have
complied with his willin all things; but is this the case with yourself?
Are you wot doing all that you can to excuse yourself from taking a
stand with the disciples of Jesus by being baptized iuto Jesus Chnist,
and thus coming into the enjoyment of the benefits of his death? Pon-
der well your ways before you take the final leap. 'We could give you
many instances, some in this city, of as joyful and triumphant deaths
as the one referred to by yourself, and those, too, who besame disoiples
in the way the apostles proclaimed ; but our cvidence 1s not derived
from such scenes, but from the oracles of God.

L. Are you sincere? are you ignorant of our seniiments? or do
you desire to blind the eyes of ‘our readers ? * A watery foundation.”
You have had an opportunity of reading the first vol. of the Clristian,
You knew, sir, when you penned those profane witty jests relative to
* water works,” and ‘“a watery foundation,” that we never had assert-
ed that there was any virtue in water, or in any of our performances.
You knew, sir, that even a few of the most zenlous advocates in Nova
Scotia for the dactrine of buptism for remission of sins, are contending
that it does not avail any thing for those persons who did not believe
in the doctrine, and had full views of the whole subject at the time of
their immersion ; and have even contended that all the baptists ought
to be re-immersed. And yet, with these astounding facts before you,
you will accuse us with putting our wrust in the water.  'We beheve,
sir, that God in his mercy has proposed salvation to us fieely, without
money or price ; but as ro favour can benefit any but those who re-
ceive them, we helieve that God kas ordained faith, repentance, and
baptism, in order to remission of sins. But this you already know !
How then can any man, having the fear of God before his eyes, utter
such slanders? You surprise us, sir—jorty-eight years a christian—
twenty certain of it, and, then, with our sentiments before you, as in
letters of light, give utterance to such unfounded assertions—such gross
slanders—that we expect to get to heaven by * water works ! 1"

‘What would you say to us should we say you expect to get to heaven
by wind, if you should say that we must pray to arrive there? Prayer ir
only wind or air put in motion—a desire is only a thought! What if
we should ridicule the idea of being cleansed by blood? Nothing is
more filthy and polluting than blood! Could we not raise a profane
sneer at such holy truths as being washed and made white in the blood
ofthe lamh! What would you say of us if we should sneer at the aw-
ful effects which have came upon the world by the eating of some sim-
Ple kind of fruit? 'What medicinal properties were there in Jordan to
wash off leprosy > What virtue in a piece of brass to cure the bite of a
serpent > What virtue in the death of Jesus to save a lost and ruined
world? What, we ask again, would you say to such scoffers? Your
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answer to them shallbe onrs to you, when you ridicule the idea of im-

mersion as that act which God has ordained through which he pro-

mised to convey to the believing penitent the benefits of Christ’s death.
25. 1 have no opinions on the subject. Hear Jesus—DMatt. v. 32,
Epironr.

et 2 § B

PHILOGRAPHES, ar1as “ REV.” CHARLES TUPPER,

Has been furnishing a few articles for the Baptist ¢ Messenger,” pub-
hished in Halifax, N. 8., in the construction of which he seems to have
our humble production 1n his eye. In an article hefore us on *reli-
gious feeling,” afier endeavounng to justify the use made of this term
by his baptist brotherhood, he asserts that he has ¢ no recollection of
ever having heard the (following) question proposed to a candidate for
baptism : ¢ Do you feel that your sinsare forgiven you!!”?> We venture
to assert that there is not a Baptist i1 this city but will be astonished at
this assertion ! But what could be Mr. T.’s object in his article, for after
all he states, * But the mere confident persuasion that one’s sins are
pardoned, is no proof that they are.” Ah! Mr. T. this is all that we
ever asserted or intimated in our letters or replies to Mr. Robinson !
And permit us to inquire, what other evidence can Mr. T\ or any other
man living present from the word of God that he or they obiained par-
don, previous to baptism? If there is a promise since the new institu-
tion was established, thata sinner can obtain pardon without baptism,
will Mr. T. or some other friend, let us know where it can be found!1
Remember we ask not what God may or can do, but what he kas done,
since the kingdom of Jesus Christ was set up, and what he has promised
to do.

If Mr. T. will visit Saint John now, he will find that the old system
of questioning candidates relalive to their evidence of pardon—voting
whether they shall be baptized or not, have given place to an entirely
new order of things! Now, if any person declares that he is con-
vinced that he is a sinner, and desires to follow Jesus, the only question
propounded to the Church is, “If there are no scriptural objections to
this individual he will be received as a candidate for baptism, after which
a member of the church.” And thus brethren Robinson and Beckwith
are adding more members to the baptist churches (in St. Jobn) than all
the other ministers in the provinces. A course something like this will
soon be pursued by the Baptist preachers generally through the provin.
ces; and yet, we presume, at the same time oppose the principles in-
culcated in the Christian. Well, in so doing they will in the end be the
greatest sufferers, They eannot keep the Baptists from examining these
questions much longer. A candid examination will settle the question
between the Bapiists and us on the docirine of remission of sins ; and
then, as a matter of course, correct views will follow.  My. Tupper may
raise his voice long and loud against reading religious publications which
do not favor his own peculiar views, [sec the Messenger, No. 3,] but
us soon as the honest and sincere amongst the Baptists learn, asthey
will ere long, that his accusations of denying the divinity of Christ. the
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Spirit—reljgious experience—experimental religion—and having a hu-
man leader, are wholly false ; without the shadow of a foundation;
these imputations will rull back on him like a thundcriug avalanche, and
bury him and his traditions. If | knew where he was I would furnish him
withmy reply to Mr. Slcep, that he might have another text to wiite on
“baptismal re generation,” that he might try again to turn a.«d intoeven, and
also renew hus effort to show that a spivitual birth has none of the resem.
blances of a natural onc ; for wlhile one must aliways havetwo agentsin its
production, the other, according to our learned critic, requiresonly one!!

Plagerism of the Messenger.—Some tune since, (Feb. 12,) anarticle
appeared in the above paper, wrilten by *“ an inquirer after truth,” who,
according to the editor-isa * person of good sen:¢ and - vund judgment,”
copied in all its cssent  parts from the September number of the Cliris.
tian. Itisonthe use of the Greek prepositious connected with the subjectof
baptism. Toseitle the question, the reader need only tum to the num-
ber abovi referred to, and the 6th Nu. of the Messenger, and rcad for
himself  Thus it appears that at least one writer for the Messenger, and
one, tuo, of *“ goud sense and sound juldgincut!™ dares to read the Chris
ian, Mr. Tupper’s warnings againsl such publicativns to the cuutrary
notwithstanding. In justice, Lowirer, to the cditurs of the Messenger,
who, it seems, do not chouse to read the Christian, we inscrt the follow-
ing article from the No. of March 19 :—

“To CorrespoNDENTs.—In reply to a ¢ Subscriber’ we beg to say
that we do not believe that * immersion of the whole’ or of any part of
‘the body of man in water,’ is ¢ necessary to the salvation of the
soul, or an inheritaunce in the kingdom of God,’ as we hold that the
very qualification for being so immersed, namely, faith in the blood
and righteousness of our Lord Jesus Chrst, previously effects that
salvation, and baptism, like prayer or keeping the Sabbath, is a duty
resulting from such a state. The wilful neglect of cither would prove
the qualification to be wanting, and that the subject of baptisin was a
hypoerite or self-deceiver. The other urdinance we view in the same
hight. Few substantive words more frequently recur n the scriptures
than water, which is evidently often used other than 1n a hteral sense.

¢¢ In answer to * Sambo,” which seems to come from the same hand,
we are not aware of the circumstance that in an * Inquirerafter Truth,’
in our columns of the12th February, ¢ the same arguments and a great-
er part of the language (verbatim) appeared as an Editorial article last
September in a journal in opposition to the C. M. nor had we ever
seen such article. If our correspondent has made an unfuir use of1t,
it rests with himself.”

What do the Editors of the Baptist Christian Messenger think of
Dnmersion ?

With them it is considered in the same light as prayer and the Sab-
bath. They do not believe that the immersion of the whole or any part
of the body in water is necessary to the salvation of the soul. Faithin
Jesus effects this previously! Well then, it is not necessasy to obey
Jesus Christ to enjoy salvation. 'We do not intend to write an article
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on this extract, but merely drop a few hints for the conside ration of
baptist brethren,

My dear friends—jyou profess to take the word of God for your es-
sential rule of faith and practice. In the fear of the Lord we ask how
can you exclude from your communion tables those persons who have
had an application of the blood and nighteousness of Jesus Christ,
just sitnply because they have not attended to a non-essemtial? when
christinus are positivcly commanded to *¢ recerve one another os Christ
also received us to the gluty of God1”"—Rom. xv. Rather let usin-
quire for that portion of the divine record which promises salvation to
any but those mmmersed into the name of the Lord! Does not the
Apostle plainly affirm that, * as many as were immersed into Jesus
Chirist were unmersed wmto his death 7 And 191t possible for an indi-
vidual to have an application of the blood and righteousness of Jesus
Christ and eunjoy the benefits of his death, until they are in him? Or
do you imagine that the Lord has otdained many ways for sinners to
come into him?  Was it necessary for three thousand sinners to be
baptized for the remission of thewr sius as recorded i Aects, chap. ii.
and do you flatter yoursclves and try to convince othiers that you have,
or they mny obtain the sane blessing by faith alone?  You know there
is no such promise in the New-Testament, 1f you know any thing
about it! Your ouly evidence is your feelings. Mr. Tupper—your
first classical scholar in the provinces—informs you that the ¢ mere con-
fident persuasion that one’s sins are pardoned, is no proof that they
are.” Why this apathy on & subject of so much importance? You
have refused charch fellowship with all who have not been immersed,
and now your editors speak of it as of little or no consequence! Ifit
is not for the remission of sins—to bring the believer to the blood of
sprinkling—the actn which the penitent offers himself up a sacrifice
to the Lord~—the act in which thase who have fallen in love with the
Lord Jesus are wedded to him, do let us know why you are so anxi-
ous to have your members iramersed? While in the possession of our
senses we must contend, that as Saul was commanded to **arise and
be baptized and wash away his sins, ealling on the name of the Lord,"
we must believe that there and then he had an appheation of the be-
nefits of the Saviour’s death, or to use your editor’s manufactured terms,
“ his blooa and righteousnrs=.”  Common sense tells us that water
cannot wash away sins, and therefore, in the act of immersion Paul
must have been washed in the blood of the Lord Jesus. The water to
the body then, was a sign of the blood to the soul, and receiving the
sign he no doubt had the benefits of the thing signified.

"It may be possible that we have not read the New-Testament with
sufficient care and atteution. Wil any of you be so kind as to point
us to one conversion since the church of the Lord was set up withoutbap-
tism, or on¢ promise of present or future happiness to any but the obe-
dient believer. [f you will, it shall have a conspicuous place in this
periodical. And do my brethren remember that the happiness of your
friends who are bowing to the commands of the Lord Jesus in baptism,
dspends much on having scriptural views of their duty. They ought
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to be taught emphatically, thiat in obedience to the Lord they shall come,
into the enjoyment of some blessing, or that they shall nut.  If the
word of the Lord declares that they inust have an evidence of remis-
sion of sin, pardon, or whatever you please to term justification, recon-,
ciliation, or regencration, they should have these truths spread be-
fore them.in the words of the Holy Spirit! If you are conscious of
your inability to give them such portions of ths Oracles of God, let
them know it, and not heep those precious souls in ignorance of the
precepts and.promises of the word of God !! Ep.

T $ e

MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES.

A word to our brother J. B. Fersusoy, of the Detector.  Ho says, in relation,.
to the extract in a former number of the Christian, from Dr. GarLe . * Weare in-
debted for it to our beloved Lrother W. W. Eaton, editor of a neal little monthly
called ¢ The Christian,’ in Lower Canada, and well worthy of the patronaga of
the brethren generally.” Relativg to which we would beg leave to propose an
amendment, if not a correction! "We are not in Lrwer Canada, by about a 390
miles’ ride. The * disputed t-rritory” lics between us ! And as furour publicaiion
being « little” —'t1s true tuat comparcd with the * New World ' of * bed blanket”
dimensions, itis very * littls,” but compared with the Detector 1t can hardly he
so designated ' Isuspect that our 21 pages generally contain as mach and per- .
haps more reading .natter than the Detector’s 321! “Our ouly object, however m -
notic.ng the above, is to prevent any of our Western brethren fruin sending to St.
Jobn, Lower Canada, for our humble monthly visitor instead of St. John, New
Brunswirk. Eo. °

Notice to the Churches in Nova-Scotic.—We ara requested by biother Howad,
to give notice, that there will he 2 mecting of the Messengers in Cornwallison
the last Satyrday and Lord’s day in April, for co-operation.

To Periodicals and Publications with which we exchange.  IiJinvis Christian
Messenger”” will please furnish No. 3. * Christian Publisher’ wiil plcase furmsh
their work entire, (only No. 4 and 5, have come to hand.) Al \nl‘ attend to the
directions printed on our cover  Write nothuag on the wrapper bat, * Christuan,
Eastport, Mc ™ ¢ Christian Messénger, Britain, No 8, Vol. 4, is missing

All who feel interested in the coﬁj:inuntinn of this work are requested, most af-
fectionately, to pay up arrearages for the past and preseat Voulume, and lot us
know what they can doin future. “We want nu muncy for a third Volame until we
get enough to pay the printer for the second. What you do must be done quickly.

We have made enquiry of a gentleman in Liverpool, England, as,to the post-
age on this worh from Liverpool, to any other partuf Brdwn ur Ireland, and he
informs us that iti> 2d. anumber if paid whea depusitcd in the office, otherwise
4d. Our friends .n Canada mast then see that their fhicads in Scotland have been
called un tu pay a most cxorbilant price on those sumbers which we furwarded to
Dundee. We shall send a few more.

Roceipts.—Eld. B. Howard, £5. James Mitchell, £7 4.

Br. Jolin McDunald hasbaptized threc in Falmouth, and organized a church of
eight members, on Horton mountain

Br. Mitchell, of Norval, U C March Oth, writes « We had a visit from Br. |
Green in February. He dclivered about fificen discourses. There wcro during?,

i

bis stay, twelve who made the guod cnfessioii, and were immersed for remussioby;
of sins. We as a church are in scriptural order as acar as we cag be under pre=-l
sent circumstances.’ - , R

Since onr last wo have immersed Nins in the City, and one added previouslj)
immersed. . SR

Thos. Taylor, late Protestant Mothoidst Preacher in Halifax, N. S. was latcly.
mmorsed in Philadelphia by Br G. W. Elley, togethpr with his wilo and dasghtet



