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NOTICES.

1l corrospondence-copnected with the C. M. Review ghould be
Rirezsed 1o the Scerotary, R.84., Kingston.
fommunications intended for publications In the noxt issyo of
g C. AL t.!:cv(qv, mustroach tho Editor not 1gter than tho 20th of
gmonth. - - - .

0TE.~Offlcors-of the 2filitia are requested to kindly forward
gho Editor, for fnsortion in the ‘¢ Allltia Item” oolumn, any
srmetlon respocting thelr. own regiments which thoy thinik
Lt bo of uterest 1o thelr brother officors.
RIST Of usoful scicntific hooks for sale, puhllabeid at the Royal
Bool of Guonory, Kingston,Ont 1 Conts.

dlan AMitia Pleld Artillory Manual, (by Ia.-Col, T,
BIADA BUFANEO0) ceuverrriorertrrorsoses ssssecscsssrsstaasssnsassen
4 rox\fcct of tho Iate Franco-German War &snmo autnor)..
. Flold Gun Drill, (%xrtmt. from G.F.ADL))
: ‘t': fonr ﬁ(l)mpcuuvo actico for Arttllery.
Riar Dr)

AVIS,

P
Conformément. 4 '1n lof, touty personno qut Fegeit un journg! ot
qui no ¢ ronvolo pas, 50 trouve.abonnco de drolt. -

adressor sont pri¢esde nous les envoyer avant 1620 dochaquomols.

priées doseprosenteran Commandait,(Kingston,) tous les joura Qb
10 heures b midl, ou do lul envoyerlour domando aveo leurseertifts
cnts do bonneconduite. Iifaut aussi qu’elles sachontlire ps derlrg
qu’clles Jonisscat d'uno.bonno zanté, quo lenr hautoaur no so0it pas
meindredeo § pleds 4 pouces, 1a mesure do 1s poitrine de 34 pouces.
Epflf, nous los prévenons que les ouvriors chnrg)pmllqn, pwnu!:
siers ot forgerons ont uno oxtra pafo do 20 cents rJo .

LaBattorio ““B" {nformo le public miljtairo qu'cllotienty sg
.dixposition les ouvrages do drill poup-lo ymooth dore, lo mortler, log
camons rgyos otc., ouvragos Imprimeés par ics prisscs de 1'Ecol

r.

Faas8d

@°y Ordnnnce,(drill and cxorciscs)...

Re.-ale A’Attillorie sousla hng@g‘a‘pyvgmnhco du cbmmnndagt:

Les personn es qui aprajent quolques communications 4 nous ‘

Lesspersonnes qui désirent entyor dans la Rattorfe ¢ B” gont
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Correspondcnce.

——

To the Editor of the CANADIAN MiILL. arY REVIEW,

Dgar Siv,—Tr_3ting to your kind indulgencs for space in
your columns, I wish to point out some weaknesses in
our militia system, and where changes would do good.

Owing to Government mal-administration, to the pernicious
influcnce of party politics, and sbove all to the apathy of and
want of sympathy on the part of the public, volunteering has
becomo unpopular, the best men do wot join the ranks, and
- officers are retiring disgusted and disappointed. Now, as far
as this city is concerned, I would advocate the amalgamation
of all the different corps (excepting the Cavalry and Iicld Bat-
tery) into two strong battalions, each to cowprise ten companics
of fifty-five men. Tho same remedy might with advantage be
applied also to @il the force where practicable.  We would then
have fewer exiubitions of skeleton drill.  Again the internal
disscx:]sions in some of the corps point to a remedy asabove sug-
wested,

1 would advocate the appointment by Government of one
paid officer and one paid non-commissioned officer to each
corps, the former to act as drill instructor, quartermaster, and
mugketry mstructor, and the latter as orderly room clerk and
quarteroaster-sergeant.  The appointment of these paid regi-
rental officers should be, as far as possible, from graduates
of the Kwgston Military College. The additional expense
could be met by reducing the present staffof Deputy Adjutant~
(i:nerals and Brigade-Majors, onc officer to each Military
District to be constdered sufficient, In the event of activeser-
vice, the sentor regimental officer to take command, and calling
to his staff such sther officers who were acquainted with the
topography of the part of the country about to be the theatro
of operations and who were otherwise cfficient. Maps and

other information to be obtained from the Brigade Office of | These grants of mouney te rifle associations should be Jurscj

the district.

GOVERNMENT PAY AND REGIMENTAL EXPENSES.

The individual members of the militia should not receive
pay A certain sum (sufficient to defray all expenses without
the necessity of the commissioned officers being constantly call-
cd upon to put their bands in their pockets) should be paid by
the Governinent to cach corps ut the rate of so much per man
inspected and passed. A better class of men would then be in-
duced to join the ranks,

INTERIOR ECONOMY.

Thousands of dollars have been thrown away in the course of

years by most corps (it is especinily the case in this city) from
want of a proper system. Asageneral rule the quartermaster’s
department is inefficiently managed, and the quartermaster-ser-
wreant appointed for other rcasons than his cfficiency as such.
Clothing and accoutrements have had to be bought from the

Ctovernment stores and clscwhere to make up for these articles

lost, and the speetacle is often furnished (in this city at least)
of officers and npon-commissioned officers scouring the old
cluthes shops, previous to an inspection, to supply defiiencics.

Kuapsacks, haversacks, waterbottles, canteens and the other

paraphernalia of camp lifo are generally stowed away where
“moth and rust do corrupt,”
and Corporatious to provide suitable armories is partly re-
sponsible for this.

DRILL.
The great improvement in rifled guns has rendered the old

The negleot of Gevernments

sidered so desirable) to o great oxtent obsolete, ‘The great ro.
%uisitcs of the present day are  prompt obedience to orders,”
¢ rapidity of movement,” and above all a practical kuowlodge of
the riflo and how to wso it cffectivoly. Consequently the
greater part of the time at present occupied iu drilling in a
comparatively small hall is thrown away. It is very seldom
that skirmishiog and cxtended order drill is practiced in the
open, and judging distance drill for rifle practice is cntirely ne-
glected, tho militia when firing at the targets always doing so
from known distances, Within the past two years an improve-
ment in this respect hag taken placo in the shape of skirmish-
ing matches, but even then, compotitors have an easy task with
3§ﬁng point in front and another bohind  This brings us

own to

RIFLE B{IOOTING PRACTIOE,

This is most deplorably negleoted. In the first place Gov.
e:nment provides twenty rounds per annum, with which the un
fortunate militioman is supposed to perfect himself in riﬂej
shouting, and to make matters worse these twenty rounds ar
generally of inferior quality (this pastscason notoriously so
There is no provision made for marking, the expense generally
bearing on the officers of the corps practicing.
In addition to above difficultics, when a mechanic has
sacrifice & half day’s pay in order to get to the~* butts,” it i
not surprising that so few of the force know auything of th
use of the rifle, and I maintain that however well drilled a ma
may be otherwise, without a practical knowledge of his weapo3
he ig uscless.
Very few officgrs commanding companies take any interes
in this important branch of training, beyond complying witk
the militia regulations, and even that is not conscientious
done. Government gives a large amount of money annuailg
in sending a team of marksmen to compete at Wimbledon, avf
ants to the Dominion Rifle Association, and to the sevend
!]E’Trovinoial and regimental associations. This money is ay
nually competed for by pretty much the same men, and gog
largely into the pockets of a few (if we wmay use the tern]
“pot hunters*’ or professional shots, men who are not oth
wise distinguished for their enthusissm in the Volunteer caus

reduced and the regimental allowance of ammunition increusy
to at least 100 rounds per man to be fired uwnder the psg
sonal superintendance of the musketry instructor, assisted I8
the officers and sergeants of the company. The pay of cag
mau not completing his 100 rounds to be withheld frow t
corps. In Xngland cvery non-flicient volunteer is fined th
amount of his pay. :

UNIFORM.

The Canadian Militia officers still uniform their soldiersg
as to cffect neatness and precision rather than uscfulness, 28
while hundreds of dollars are snnually thrown away by cog
themselves on fancy bead-dresses and other ornaments (i
Government not furnishing these things) the force is unpy
vided with uniform suitable for a winter campaign, m:
corps not even having fur caps, A sorry spectacle woi
these same corps present if suddenly called upon for active 5§
vico any time between November and March, '

When may we hope to sce a Canadian corps in light wag
clothing, adapted to our winters, s3y blanket coat, beef mu§
sins, fur caps and woolien mits, and cach man provided w3
snow-shoes and taught to uso them.

Much more might be written in favor of reform, but
of time prevents at presens, :

Hoping I have not transgressed the “ounds of your iod
gence as 30 space, ) -

I am, Sir,
Yours truly,

stiff formations and great precision of movement (formerly-con.

ReFOR)}




4 Land Ordnance
«3 committeo will consistofartillery, naval, and engineer offigers, to-

§ cd on the committee,
§ not for a moment cgll ip question either the ability or the
§ cquity of tliose officials, but'the truth is tho systein which they
§ bave developed is on its trinl, aud those responsiblo for that,
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P.S.—Since writing above, your issuc of 1st inst. has cowe
to hand with Major McPherson’s claborate defence of the Gon-
oral Officer Commanding. It scems a pity that tho- gallaut
wmojor, an enthusinstio officer, and one of the best rifle ghots
(theoretically and practically) in Canada, shonld write aslong
@ lotter with so littlo in it. = Partuxiunt sonfos, sascelnr ri-
diculus mus. . ' Lo

1f Boglish officers placed: in command of tho Qanadian. Mili-
tia would tell us in.plain frank words our faults aud:the best
way to remedy then, and be less'eynical nnd ready to'sncerint
us, thoy would ho moro: popular and there would be no neotasit,
for the clerks of the Militia Office, Qttawa, rushing: into:prin
to defend them. _Although-n firm beliover in and upholder of
“Canada first,” I recognize fully the advantage of having.at
<ar head an officer who has seen service and devoted his Lfe
solely to tho profession ; bt if tho inspections of that officer
groduce no result beyond pointing out what iy ridictlous, then

say his services are no use to the country. -

I agrec with you in disagreeing with mauy propositions of
Major Macpherson's letter, I, however, endorse his remarks
about the necessity of every militia man koowing how to use
his rifle. His paid regiments would no doubt present s fino
appearance, he would perhaps advise the {Jlncing of five of them
at Ottawa for guard duty at Rideau Hall, aud ta make a fing;

show on openiog of Parliament.  This is not what the country |

wants. We have too mueh officialism at Ottawa slready, as
well as elsewhore, and our stock of Licatenant-Coloncls and
Majors is already overflowing. By-the-bye, ten regiments
would hardly ke enough, as we would require one for cack par
liament of two houses in each Province. Major MoPherson
seems to be ignorant of the fact that the Government has al-
ways provided means of ivstruction for officers in the shape of
¢ Military Schaols,” (one was open in this.eity last wister, as
well as other places throughout the country).  Then there are
A" and “B " Batteries which have given certificates to a
great many.

With respect to your remarks about hegd-dress, I have to
$aform you that that expense has come vut of the pockets of
the commissioned officers more thaa from the raok and file.

R.

ontreal, Dec. 13, 1880.

-

Gireat Guns.

We arc glad to be able to state that the long-pending. and
indecisive controversy with respect to tho type and character
of our heavy ordnance is likely to be brought to an issue at
fest.  As our readers will remeiber, we have constantly urged
that the startling events which have recently led to so miuch
disputation in the case of the ¢ Thunderer’s” guvs and other
controversial matters had justified doubts too grave to be setat
reat by anything short of a thorough aud impartial inquiry iuto

4 the whole system. Some important chauges have been fore-
§ shedowed, but the public will look askance at the gdoption of

nny definitive plan until the whole question has been examin.

¥ cdin the light of the newest theories and with the advantage

of the mogt mature experience, whether official or non-official.-

| Woe now understand that the War Office nud Admiralty su-

thoritics have in consideration the appointmeuntof an Ordpance
Committee to reg:rt on the changes in contemplation in the
rvice and in the armgment of the Navy, ‘The

gether wih one or two eminent civilian mechanical engineers,
aud it will conduct such experiments as from time o fime will
bo found to be necessary. It is sfated that the officers of the
Government ranufacturing establishmengs will not be appoint-

This is entirely satisfactory. gg; do

systepi oanhot px‘opor‘{ sit among those who =ve to pads judg.
ment upon it It will be for tho Woolwich authorities to- vin-
dqutpl,), ;i‘{h y gan,‘t(llle.cxcc,llcnco of thoir,-,-nmt.hpdsxnnd,msulfs.
tnust bo alsq inquired jntg jo & perfectly jmppreipl spirit. .
is not reassnablo to sip u?sé t}mp‘lg;'sc.lwﬁo i ?cn%iﬁ’ d ‘\‘vxt.)‘l{
ditiy' one' fbtem étn show ttal impartiality in' Pronouncing up:
dii-others;  At:all-events; it - mizht’ not: bt cady lowonvided ‘o
scepti¢al public that the result bud been attained.. Thy.com.
miltee .wm.nwiwﬂy haye ppwer 40 condnet such experiments
qs.lz‘;:;y,})e,qupn xquisim from time to time, and thus will
havd opportunitles of brinking’ competing theories and schemes
t6 o prattical test.* Wo may hope thatwhen the inquiry has
been brought to au end there will bs nio difficulty in arming
ouy forts aud: flpetq with the best, gun,that sclence can doyiso
and money buy. . What wo have deprecated js,an expenditure
on an inmnense scale upon the manufacture or purchase of
weapons the suprémaoy of whicke has been loudly challenged
until an effort has hegn mads to ascertain whether there is any
grouud for the criticisms directed against them, or for the ad
vantages claimed on behalf of rival ordnance systems.

S . 7 K .. TR o

# So the Woolwich ring is to bo smashc(i'up at last, and
Qeneral, now Sir Something Camphell, who has Lad o very
long innings, will be bowled out. I wonder ifthe whole cleven
he got together so cloverly will go too? "By constantly remoy-
iug those 'who_opposed bim, and appointifig meti who would
heTp him "with his schemes, this clever officer has manayged
for midny years to work the YWoolwich’ Ring wmpst success-
fully. With Armstrong in the ring he felt strong coough to
defy all antagonists, In vain did the ZTimes protest in un-
usually strong language agatnst the iniquitics of the Woolwich
monopoly. In vain did Sir W. Palliser, Culonel Monericff,
and other inventors show up the grave errorsywhich were buing
made at a cost of millions. In vain was the loud protest of
two gigantic Armstrong babics and a Woolwich infaut, which
burst with a noise that found an echo in every corner of the
world. Such little mishaps were easily cxplained away by the
Woolwich authoritiesaad their committees , Lut the end of all
this jobbery is approaching. An ordnance cominittee, consist:
ing of grtillery, naval, pnd military officers, with one or two
civilian engineers of note, is to be appointed ; Lut no officer

the Committee.~London World,
The World is elways censorious but not always just. The

term “ring 18 an Americanism for an association of swind)ers
more or less working through politicians.We canstil be thankfull
that o charge of money peculation can be brought against
the officers designated by the 3prid as the “ Woolwich ring.”
That Britain is grmed avith the worst guns in Europe is a fact
patent from any table offigures giving the Initial velocitics or
momentup, and the parallclogram of accuracy of the guris in use
by various Powers. And it is equally true thiat juventorshave
been for years systematically suppressed by the officers employ-
ed for thet purpose, But who is responsible 2 Surely not the
Royal Artillery, they did not appoint Sir Something Camphell,
nor did they give him a sccond ipningg. , Nor are they re-
sponsible for tho eystematic cxile or retirement frqm the service
for many years past of all progressive officers with opinions,
as Sir Henry Lefroy, sent to the Autipodes, and the late
Genergl Eardly Wilmot, who went to his grave unemployed
gnd yorecompensed, with many another honored nawe in whom
the Artillery -scrvice had confidence. The transfer of tho
symposium glique from Woolwich to tho War Ojfice was uct
the work of the Boyal Artillery, who hato been allowed o
professional head or chief since the aholition of the Ord-
nance Department, and tho result has been what might have

{from the Government factory, alias Woolwich Ring, will be on

been auticipated. Tho present Surveyor-Geéxeral of the Ord:
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nanco has roised himself into his accidental position by his
transcendant ability, and the “balo® of a war sorvice carried
out in thojdays of weapons now obsolete, but his post is more
political than regimental, and his proclivitics and antcoedent
views havo hitherto coincided with thoso of the Director of
Artillery and the appointmeut of safe men on the grand old
R, A. principlo that “ony change was to be doprecated.”
But, after all, theso things are o necessity in all military
officialism in constitational countrics,  Military improvement
is thought to mean money expenditure, thercfore, safe, slow
men ore sclected to offer the necessary obstruction until it is
found the acoumulation costs more to clear off than the pro-
gressiveness of a live man at tho kead of a Dopartment.

——————— I~ ey

Sir Frederick Roberts.

Goneral Sir Fraderlck 8. Roberts, V.C,, G.C.B,, Royal Artillery,
wag present yostorday nfternoon ata grand concert given in tho
Recrention Rooms, Royal Artlilery Barracks, Woolwich, by the
Royul Artillery band, and met with a most enthusiastic reception.

T.art evoning tho gallant officor wns prosont at a banguet given
in his honor by the officors of the Royal Artillery, ln thelr mess-
reom, Woolwloh, Licutenant-Uenoral John Turnos, C.B., com-
mu;n;l::x:_\lté?r‘tho dfstrlot, presided, and tho guest of the ovoning sat

' 3

‘Tho tonsts of ¢ Her Majosty tho Queen,” and *“Tho Princo and
(l"rl‘nc!al:w of \(\’?nlel and thorest of the Roysl Family,” having been

uiy honored,

sENRIRAL TURNER said he rose to_proposo tho toast of the even-
tng. He wascommanded by H. R H. tho Duke of Cambridge, as
cilonel of Ltho regiment, to say how glud ho should havo been to
have beenn ablo to take the chufr that evening, but, ns thoy all
hnow, ho was with tho Princo of Wales it Sandringhsin, to cole-
Lryo tho anniversary of tho birth of Her Royal Highness the
Princoss ; theduty, therefore,devolved upon him.

Sttt FREDKRIOKR ﬁonznrs, who was for some timo kept sflent by
upplause, suid 1t was with great prido taat ho found himself the
hunored guest at the head-quarters of the regiment in which he
L gan bils soldior's caroer 29 yonrsn%o. (Chuors.) Inthatold mess-
hoase, 80 long associated with tho history of tho regiment. sur-
suunded by 40 many of his prothor ofticers, ho folt at homo, and he
might say a fow words without reserve respecting thelr especinl
Lranch of tho service. Theo cnmgnlgn tn Afghanistan was romark-
4Ll fur the fuct that he, an Arutlleryman, hold o high and regpon-
rihlo army command 3 but ho wag glad to say that he was not the
vuly Arutlory ofticor in that posttion. (Hear, hear.) Heconrratula-
tel the o glment on 8o many 0fits reprosontatives being employed
in dutles beyond the regiment ; and if the verdict of the Army and
Lo Lutnibry was in favor of thetr conduot, ho hoped that oppor-
tunities would be found in thoe future for thelr 8UCCOSS0rS tO aNplro
1 and quitify themselves for high and responsible commands. In
vawantiualbling the officers of the corgs who baddistinguished thome
seives, he reforred to 8ir Michacl Biddulph asone of the first to
rench Candahar and the Helmand, and to Major-General Hillg,
who, after performingdelicate and troublesume dutles as Governor
of t Wul, w43 sclocted to command a division in Afghanistan.
#7110 0l Arbathnot, whoso a potatiacat as Deputy-Adjutunt-Gon-
o 21 of Royal Artlhory had affwrded much satisfaction, held an
oucrous and diflicult position on tho line of communication, and
broved au nble and efctent commander. Liout.-Colunel éhup-
man was sonlor oficer of thae Army Statrunder Sir Donald Stowurt
durin s the march from Candahar to Cabul, and accompanied hiin
(toneeal Roborts) in the same capacity from Cabul to Candahar
(chaerr) ; and in Major Prety man asaido-de-camp he had a vatued

.end, ugon whosoe tact and judgment he could alwvays rely.
Among thas<e who had achicvnd honor more especially in connex-
1w with the regiment ho enumerated Msajor-Generat Aloxander
Lindasny, Colonel Johnson, Colonel William Stiriing, Cng;nln Pip-
on, Licutonant-Colonel 8ydney Parry, dlajor 8trJohn Campbell,
Cap aln Siade, and others, with aspecial tribute to the merlts of
eich ; and in speaking of those whiom theymourned asdcad, he
»ud that Major Blackwood and the whole of the officors, non-com-
missioned ovtlicers and mon of his battery, in the hour of defeat
and 1n tho mnost trying clrcumstances, bravely upheld the credit
of the regimont. (Cheers.) Ho testified not only o tho bravery,
but to the irtoproachablo behavior of atl ranks throughoutthe
cumpign. Amongthose thoy mourned wore Captain Kelso snd
Tiov onant Maclaino, 80 oruelly cut off in his promisjng career
C «ptain Bhafto, and, he added, Quartor-Afaster Scrgoeant N ansfield
«  the Horse Artillory, who performoed tho duty of Provost st
t“1hu!, and who was one of tho steady, reilablc, non-commissioned
olleors who wore the pride of tho Army, Alu)scthcr who regiment
hatwell muintained tho choracter which the Gunnors had earned
 yeus past whilo Aghting for their 8overelgn gnd tholr country,
1o had - poken too long, for o soldior's speech should be short, and
h» would conolude by oxpressing his regard for the rcglmen ond
thanking Goeneoral Turnor and hig brother officers for tie gratify-
1z wuelcomo thoy had glvon blm to Woolwich. (Loud cheers,)

Thoe return of General 8ir F. Roberts from the scene of his recent
»ur cesn0s lands, not unnazurnlg, to an invostigation ofthe theory
ro commonly aceeptod, that officers of Artillery and Englneers aro
asilt Lo bold Important commandsin the ficld, Whilst the grln~
¢ plo basboen tacitly approved by many, nono have, we botlove,
evineed Suflleiont conrage or honosty to placo on record tho hypo-
thesis which led tothe assumption uf this fallacy.

It B, Of course, the most slementary truism of military solence
that infantry 18 tho mnlns?rlng of tho ighting machine, and that
other uras uro morsly auxiitluries. Bot wlhitlst conocding readily
this axlom, wo must, at tho ocutsol clatm o certain cquelity for
the sraps thus sct aside. Wo are anxious to discover thio process

of olimination by which the opponents of tho Ordnanco Corps ro-
movo thom from constderation, and grant to tho cavalry nspecles
of sccond place vorglnP, 50 far o8 tho question of tho fitness of ity
officors for command {8 concorned, on cquallty. Regarding the
officors of the Armyjin tho abstract, wo ¢cannot at thooutset discern
any matorlal differonce In tho atamp of youug meu prascuting
thomselves ns candidates for ndmission to Bandharst aid \ool-
wioli, or atriving to slido into thoBorvice, ns it wore, by thonowly-
Invonted factifs descensus of tho Milltin.  Any differenco which may
oxist tonds natnrally as regards education soinowhat in favour of
the candidates for Woolwich, wheroas theso youths, judging from
statistion of the running-path and tho cricket field, aroin no mark-
od dogreo inforfor to stamina or physiquo, A scrutiny of tho cur-
riculum followdd at Woolwich or Mandhurst does not, in our
opinion, tend to dlgctose nny inhoront disability for the exerolsc of
command gonornted or fostered in the alumnl of the Ruyol dijts
tary Acandomy.

Pussing next intoo consideration of tho conditfons oxisting in
the service, wo arrivoat tho first position tending in any degreo to
support tho case ofthose who would exoclude alllkco tho **gunner®
and tho ‘¢ sappor !’ from commnndsin tho tlold.

Regarding first cho caso of the Englncorg, wo find tho ofiflcors of
thia corps t0o often placed at o disadvantage ng regards tho acqul-
sition of o praotical knowledge of tho art »f war.  Many of them
from tholr high sclentifioattainmontaaro tempted by high salaries
toturn thelr backs for a timeoe on goldiering proper, nnd to porform
tho functionsof vartous important borthsin semi-civiiomptoy, for
whichthioy are specinily quatifted  Othors, agnin, aroeven in tho
performancoof thoir military dutios toooften lsolatcd and remove
ed from nny,é)osslblllt y of intercourse and association with other
arme of tho Sorvice. This stato of affuirs 14, howaever, intermit.
tent, and we havo no hositation in afiirming that tho carly
training of Woolwlich, strongly supplemented by the oxhaus.
tive studies, practical as well as theorotical, carried on at tho
School of Mllitary Enginecring, implants in theoflicor of this arm
o substratum of gonernsl military knowledgo, which very lttio
Emct!co will always bring to the surfaco. Ay rogards a leaning or

108 with respect to tho use of troops of any arm, wo defy tho most
bitter opponents (and thore are such) of the Royal Engineers to
show anythingin the conditions of early tralning or subsequont
servico of officors of this cloth conducive to niendonoy on thelr
part togivo unduc prominonce in a strategical or taoctical sonse to
nx'zly one arn: of tho Sorvice.

'ho artillerist, unltke the comrado of hiscadot life, 13 not, as o
rulo, separnted from Intercourse with thoso of othot branches of
the Bervico, but thero ie porhngs. much in tho naturo of his work
torender him nspccluusi and It may, with somo show of justice,
bo urged that he mlliht, tfontrusted with command, display a ten-
doncy to mako too lavish a use of his especlal weapon,® and to
relegate the infantiry at his disposal to n subordinate part quite
out of keeping with the immensoe power dorived by them from tho
use of the modern smaljarm.

In strong opposition to this singlo argumont we ur{zo the advan-
tage acoruing to a general who {3 acquainted with tho exact pow-
orsand fallings of an arm which, though onl{ nuxliliary, has of
Inte ycars played such o prominent part in thoeinajority of cam-
Kalgus. And furthor, it {8 patent that the ncquisition of o general

nowledgo of the functions and capabilitios of anifnntry isin tho
roach of most carnest studentsof tho art of war, whoroeas the study
of artillory, however closcly pursucd in theory, confers no prac-
tical knowledge to the student of tho real powors and failings of
tho arm. Tho instances of generals whoso cariior yenrs were passs
cd In tho infantry, who on assumption of command displased &
total disregard of thoir artillery, could be cited freel he e aro
fow cases Of artillery oommnndcrs to_investtgato, but wo o not
think it can fafrly bo urged that their disponitions have disprayed
any gross ignorance of the general principles Involved In tho a0
of the dominant arm.

Perhaps the greatest stain on tho stralghtforward manliness of
the oficers of the British army 18 tho unfortunate but too paipable
Jealousy they havo shown of tho old ordnance corps in the attempt
to bolstor up the theory that such officers ars not fit for the com-
maond of all arms, It 1s perfectly woll known that gareleon artil-
lery are infantry in bluo coats in addition to being gunnors, and
that o fisld or horseo artllleryman hastolearn alicavalry drillsand
duties ; Indeed, the cflectual command a fiold battery, which is in
itself an often fndependent, tactical unit necessitates tho hablitual
exoroise of tho tactical qualifications of a General, and yet when a
comploto revolution in the weapons and conditions of war was
first discovercd to the British nation, the want of seiontific milita-
ary cducation among tho ofticers ontrusted with commands, iL was
found necessary to ¢stablish the StarCollege. Tho only toxt-book
on the modorn art of war that oexisted in tho English languago had
to bo written by an Artillery officer, Col. Hamley, who also may
bo sald to havo formed tho Staff College, since which ho has boen
carefully excluded from any army command. Tho 8tarr College
wae ot first said to bocompetitive for all arms, but hasonly taught
to officors hetween 25 and 40 what Woolwich eadets learn at 16, it
was naturally found at tho first cxamination that the first half of
tho 116t wero Engincer and Art{llery oflicers. These corps wore at
onco 80 heavily handicapped as to bo practically oxcluded from
army staffemploy. Those who did force thomselves through in
spitc of tho rostrictions against thelr entry wore always thrust
back into regimental or gunnory omploy, to the exclusion of thoir
better qualified brother ofticers who had made gunnery thelr spe-
clality, By the way what was taught of that artat tho Staff Col.
lege, was taught by a Royal Englncer, a gunnory instructor or
professor of artillory has nover beon sanoctioncd as part of tho in.
astruotional atafr at tho Staff College.

sAn artiilery (doncral has shown how to disponse ontirely with
his own ar, wheeled artldiery, when nccessity preseribed such

f course,
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In spitc of theso disabilition, in momonts of real danger to tho
Emplro, the oflicers of the ordnance ¢orps como irroprossibiy to
tho front~India hnving boon won by tho sword has to be maintain.
td by tho sword without reforonco to tho color of & man's coit, and
80 ¢ has beon that tho first rovorse of our arma in Cabul in 1842
had to bo avongod by an artillery oficor, General Pollock, attother
art'llory Genoral (Roborts) hasbeon permitted to porform thosame
task In our 0wn time.—~Dolhi was taken by 8ir Achednio Witson,
an artillery General, and Lucknow dofended till his doath by Sir
Honry Dhawranco a fourth glorious gunnory and yot tho honorary
Colonol of the Royal Artillory and Euglncyrs, has nover been adble
to appoint an officor.of osithor of thoso condomnéd corps to tho
command ofoven o Brigado at Aldershot. Itscomsthat poor Go-
noral Roberts §s to Ho hinstled back to Sndia assoon as bis heaith
pormits, und rolegated to a command tn tho benighted preaidenoy
of Madras, whero Bollons has slumbored for 100 years. Whijo tho
festive favorites will twiiter round Pall afall, to 1y off in o atafl
flock to tho first hollday war that turns up. .

Our Brave Defendcrs..
Some Account or Haminton's VoLunTrEr Forozs.

Major-Gonoral Luard, inspected the Thirtoenth Batta-
lion on the 25th November. Hamilton's battalion of
volunteor infantry was constituted such in 1862, and
gezetted on the 13th of December in that year, It con-
sisted of seven companies, threo of which had previoualy
been in existenco—~Nos, 1, 2and 3, the latter the High-
land company of Captain (now Colenel) Skinner,

T'he first commandant was Lieutenant-Colonel tho Hon.
Isaac Buchanan, who retained command till Dacember
30, 1864. On the occarion of his retirement the following
was published in the goneral orders: * Lisutonant-Colonel
the Hon. Tsaac Buchanan is hereby permitted to resign
tho command of this corps, and his Excellency tbe Com-
mander-in-Chiof is pleased to pormit him to retain his
rank in the militia, as a special caso, undor tho provisions
of General Order No. 1, of the 18t of August, 1861, in
vonsideration of the valuable services he has herctofore
vendered to the militia of this Province,” ,

In 1868 the colors of the battalion, after boing conse-
«rated by the Rov. J, Gamble Geddes (now Dean of Nia-
gara), were proseated by Mis. Buchanan, with an elo-
quent and feoling address; and in 1819 tho samelady, on
behalf of the ladics of Hamilton, prosented the battalion
with a beautiful and costly macc to be borne by the
Drum-Major.

In 1863 the Thirtcenth participated in & 1eview at
Brantford and was well thought of.

In 1865 Ma‘yor Alfred Bookor till that datc command-
ing the Hanilton Field Battory; was appointed to the
command of the Thirteeuth, with the rank of Licutenant-
Colonel. His soldierly qualities made themselves folt
and bhave leff their impress upon the corps. Colonel
Booker gave a gront dealof time and a great deal of stud
to his military duties, and tho result was very murke&y.
In the year of which we are mow speaking 8 company
from tho Thirteenth was sent to Prescott for activo duty |
where it wag incorporated with a provisional battalion
and remained on duty from April till November. On its]
roturn another company was sont to join the provisional
baitalion at Windsor, Major Cuttloy commanded the
former company and Cza&)tnin Irving tho latter. In the
early part of tho year Colonel Booker commanded thy
provisional battalion at Niagara,

In March, 1866, threats of invasion by bands of outlaws
in the United ‘States made military proparations in Ca-
nada necessary; the Thirteenth was ordered into netive
service, with daily dvills, and orderca w hold itself in
readiness to march at a moment’s notice. Permanent
gaards woro establishod at the drill shed, the magazine,

inspented tho battalion and after
waids oxpresser his gmtiﬁcation at the croditable and
soldier-liko appearance ™ it made,

On the 1st of June the Fonians having crosaed tho Nia-
gara rivor, the regimont was erdered to Port Colborne,
whero it passed the night, and on the following day it was
engagod in tho skirmish at Ridgoway. It is not at all
nocessary now to rewrito the history of that unfortunato
day. Itissufiiciont to eay that tho mistake was made of
attompting to manouvre raw troops under fire, an expe-
rimont which does not always succeed with vetoran
teoops. Unmorited obloguy was cast upon Col. Booker,
which no doubt aided matorinlly in hastening his death.
Eight mon wero wounded, among thom Lioutenant Routh.
The battalion remained on daty till the 20th, when it re-
turned home.

In Auguet, 1866, tho Thirtecnth went into camp at
Thorold, the brigade being under command of Colonel
(now Sir Garnet) Wolseley.

Licutenant Colonel Bookor resigned his command and
was succeeded by Lieutonant Colonol Jamos A. Skinner,
now member of Parliament for South Oxferd, who has
since retained tho command. Colonol Skinner has proved
himself both a podpuh\r and an efficient officer. His corps
has borno s proud place among the milit,u.rgv organizations
of Cdnada, and there is no reason to doubt that it will
continue to do so. .

In 1869 the Thirtoonth turned out to receive Prince
Arthur and tho Governur-General on their visit to Hamil-
ton, and furnished guurds of honor for thoir residences
during their stay here.

In 1870, 3 sergeants, 2 corporals and 8 privates of the
corps volunteered for service in Manitoba, In the samo
yoar tho first regimental camp for drill was formed av
Grimsby. In 1871 a brigade camp was formed at Nia-
gara; in 1872 a divisional camp was formed at the samo
place, the battalion doing duty at both, and in 1874 iv
was again in the brigade at that placo. Itssubsequent his-
tory has been uneventful.

For most of the fucts given above we aro indebted to
# A Skeotch of the Thirteconth Battalion,” published in
1875 by Major Moore.

Hamilton Field Battery.

Tho artillery arm of the military service is yoar by
year assuming moro importance. The breech-loading
muskot has not offected half the change in infantry tac-
tics which the rifled gun has effected in artil'ery. The
immense importance of this arm has always been undor-
stood by greatmilitary leaders, and he who was quickest
to mobilizo his artillery, to introduce improvements and
to so mancuvre it a3 to mass it most eftectively at the
critical moment upon the most exposed part of his ene-
my's line was the man who %ained guccess in war,
Longstreot’s tremendous onslaoght on the third day at
Gottysburg was beaten by Hunt's artillery, and almost at
the moment of impact when the long lino came gleaming
on down the slopo from Seminary ridge, Hancock, gal-
lopon off in person to ¢ hurry up two more batteries of
those Napoloon guns.” It was not the greater woight of
tho German battalions which crushed tho Fronch armies
in the stiuggle of 1871, but the graater number and botter
massing of the German batteries, Wholo brigades of in-
fantry were ofton destroyed by artillery before thoy ever
fired o shot, The most superfioial study of the history of
war will show tho vast importance of this branch of the
service.

In artillory Hamilton is _creditably roprosented. Her
.Field Battory is one of which sho has no roason {0 te
ashamed. 1t is a fine organization of good wmen, well

Major-General Napier

art at the Moata*n View hotel.,

Daring this periog !

eommaided, woll ¢-illod, w'th goad matesial in goxi
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ordor, and 1o body ontertains tho slightesl doubt that if
tho nced should over como it would bo ablo to givo a
gooid account of itself, ] o

.Tho Battery was organized about 1885 by tho Iate
Colonel Buokey. Its beginnings were mudest pnvugle, It
had twao little smooth-bore G-ponnders, and thoso ware
peivate proporty. 1In fact, boyond a mere Government
snthorization, the whole affair was s strictly private as
a club. The men not only recoived no puy or allowances
but the whole expanse of the Battery was borne by priv.
ato liberality. Cul. Bookor deserves & great deal of credit
for his cnorgy in orguniziug and rendering offfciont our
infunt militia organizations,

In 1860, on tho oceasion of the visit of the Princo of

Wales, the Battery marched to Quoenston Heights, where
it fired a saluto in honor of the royal guest..
, In 1862, at tho suggestion of Sir George Cartior, and
in conjeguence of the feeling which folﬁmod-tho Trent
affair, tho Government reorganized the militia systom
The Mamiltou Ficld Battery was thon regularly consti-
tuted, and four guns weoro issued toit. 'Fhreo of theso
wore stuooth bore bronze 9-poundors, and one wasa bronze
2f pounder howitzor, Yarness aud other material were
also furnished, the gun-shed on Ferguson avonuo ivas
built, and pay and allov vances wore granfed for men and
horses during sixteen days of drill annually. The personnel
of the Buttery was not, howovor, changed. It was brought
into closer relutions with the Government, and frequent
reputts beeame necessary, though outwandly little change
was apparent.  Suimo of our best citizens woro membors
in those days. Captain Booker had resigned to take tho
licutenant<uloneley of tho Thirteenth, Uolonel Villiers
was in command of the Battery, and among its members
may bo mentioned Messrs, James Matthews, Anthony
Copp, W. H. Glassco, A. Green, James Amor, John Blatch-
foud (quarternmster), the Messrs, Allan, ote. Sergeant-
Major Brown was tur many years caretaker gnd drill-in-
structor for tho Battery, but in 1870 his pdy and allowan-
ces were cut off. He now lives in Toronto. Ho was
very highly esteomed, and did good servico in his day,

Under the more regular drills the Battery improved
and reached a high stato of efficiency. Captain Villiors
resigned the command to take the pogition 6f Brigade
Mujor, and was succeeded by Captain Harris, who resign-
&l when business recalled him to Europe. He wis follow-
ed by Captain McCabe, who was compelled to retive on
account of ill-health, and died shortly after. Captain
Smi.h supceeded him. and rernained in service till 1878,
when ho was succeedéd by tho present highly efficient
commandant, Captain W. F. McMahon,

When first established on its prosent footing G horses
were allowed to each gun and 4 to each amnrunition wa-
gon. This numbér has since been cut down, and now
the ammunition wagons aro not taken out for drill, while
buly four horses nro sllowed to each gun. On & recent
tnarch tu Toronto this numbeor was found insufficient, and
it would manifestly bo insufticient in active service.

In 1878 the new gun shed on Hughson strect was occu-
pred by the Battery. It sapplies very .good.quarters for

the gune, and the harness roonmtis ample, bat tho ac-
comodativns for the command aro insufficient. Thero is

ne yoom to drill without running the guns out of doors,
and the ward rooms aro entirely too small, We undor-
stand the amhorities will shortly enlarge the building.

The regulationsat present in force grant payand allow-
ances for ton days’ continnous drill in camp ; bat no pay
is allowed for the Sunday necessarily spent, nor for the
dayslostin going into camp and returning. The principal
havdship in this regnlation is that the horses mast be paid
for for three days more tban the Government gllows,
and this expense must bo borne by private persons. Un
ter these eireumsatances Captain MeMahon declined to go
wlo cansp lask summsex.

The Canadian Army.
‘. - \
. WHAT A CHIOAGP PAPER HAS TO 8AX ABOUT IT.

Tho Crnodiop militia ¢ di¥ided Into Lo parts, tho active and what
13 culled 110 roserve,  Tho total numbur of the active militia lsabout
4 men, Of this number nbout ono half drill for twelve days in
egoll yoar, for which cach militlaman recolves $6. Tho corps are
mado op oF ¢ity and cauntry battallons, nnd as tho authoritics think
tho city dorgls thoe thdst tisoful, Lthivy always give thert titc preforence,
and all sho city corp&nro allowed to put in tholr annual drills These
cqr‘)s {n round numbers, mustor about 10,000 men, and thus the re-
ranining 11,000 Who are entitiéd to drill aro soloctedl by rotation, year
aftor year, o country corps drill two years in suceession, and many
of them have beon ¢ or aven four ycars without having a mus-
ter. In tho cities gomic of the corps aro mlrlr cfliciont tn drill, Tho
mon ato clean, woell dressed, obedient nnd willithg, Noone can find o
rénsonable fanlt with the ran¥ find 110 of tho Canadian tirliitiay and il
phisysique thoy stund In comparigon with any troops in tio wor‘d. The
climuate ¥\u a8 them bhardy, aud more than onco they have proved
themnselven fuso to the State.  Buf herett ends.  Ofinternal cconomy
the majority of the corps Iknow nothing. Thore {8 not asemblanco of
a comunissariat in tho whole Dominlon. Thore a0 slmply 21,000
mon in uniform provided ench_vear, put through o few evolu-
fons, and tlicre 18 the beginning and emi of it. Tho ofllcers mako
herole sacrifices to Jieop-their corpg efMelont; tho 8tate malkes po-
litlent capital out of thcir service; and-go It gues on-from one year to
tho other. Thore 18 not an -mbulance waggon in Canndn‘ and tho
medlcal stofl 18,0, ffetipyt, A1, nm(g’rlnc)pal ty in the Dominion tho
militin gre without a drillshied; and t cn uro obliged to drill in
places whicly tn our country would,only Lo regarded as fit for hon
roosts. Wity #]l fhis. there are some corps~the Queen’s Own,
of Toronto, undoubtedly coming first ; and thon tho Montreal brigade,
ho Eighth Que the Governor-Generanl’s internationnl guards
and o couplo_of othbr co In Ontarlo. But still these 21,000 are, all
things consldered, fairly éfllcient. Now, n8.for the country corps i
general, thoy are in most cases men in uniform—nothing more and
nothin The money spent on thom i3 oftenn monoy thrown
away. They meet, théy love, and thoy are ted, knowlng no more
of thelr duties than could be gathered by two day's drill under tho
hands of an experionced instructor., This 18 no assertlon of mine. It
s nlmost word for wond srhat the General in commiand (fAaard) told o
country corps near Queclice & fow days ngo. Buf thc? aro there; and
they are ready, an I&rcqulrcd could soon be cquipped into shupo.
but at rosonttfwy douns for littie and ¢hey show for less. Thoofllcens
are mfiserably deflcient m their duties, tho.arms aro in bad order,
the equipment 18 far frons sorviceable and nono of the troops are
supplied with tlre Mm‘lmtlnonrs' rifle. But let us nt thit there
aro mirly equipped men. If put to the test no doubt those mest
would respond with alacrity and would submit to_the disctpline ne-
cessary tir got them into shapo with resignatton. But hiero {& the be-
glunipg and tho end of the Ganadian militla. As for resce¥¢ there s
none; When I say noneI mean none—not one mothes’s son: Tho re-
gervo of tho Dominton 18 a dolusjon, and 1t 18 no morge ify extstenco than
tho man in the moou. But in onder to imapose on themselves, or tho
outstde world: I know not which, & numboer 6f colonels, majors,
csﬁalns and othora n{)penr in tho army list as belonging to the reserve
mflltia, while of that militia there I8 not one, I venture to say, a mts-
ter rollin tito country. Itdoes not extst even on paper, except that
the officers arc duly gazetted. These ofticers nevor ad uniform on
thelr backs, never saw the en that tliey are sugposcd Lo commandy
and they fatugh at the thing as 8 huge joke, arshal Saxe ance
satd that it was legs, not arms, that won campaigns, but the Cana-
dian militia reserve has neithor legs orarmas. stranger to the coun-
try wlrotakes up tho army list and,counts 250 men of each Lieuten-
ant-Colonet on tiro reserve militin mlgh{),e! suppose, count 400,000 or
500,000 men, dbut tf. o mmilitk resorve cgn mnnumclurcd by simply
Incing a certaln number of namces on the army list then (iood-byo 8ta-
rlsucu forever. IHere I8 the conditibn of the Canadlan militia “Thero
are 12,000 men all told.  Of these 42,000 there are about 21,000 drilled 03
an averago six days in two or say three years. But to put it In roun
numoers we call out 42000 men and good son too, but that iy the
streorégw, stuck, lock and barrel of tho service, and 1t 13 to that tho
600,000 vanish 1ike o dream.

-
-

[*To sco oursel’s as ithers sco gs "—what about our 300 men whogar-
rison our two Thermopyle, Xingston and Quebec, and our two dozen
angd ono Leontdew, two for each Mtilitary District, and on2 in reserve at
the Capital —EQ c.)r.n.]'

. Gleneral Bob;x:ts’ Campaign.

The following are the details of the genoral action
at Mazra on thé Argandab :— General Roberts’
force was composed of Sir Frederick Roborts in com-
mand; Colonel Chapman, Chief of Staff; Major-Ge
neral Ross, in comnand of infuntry division ; Brigadior-
General Gough, commanding the cavalry brigade—7th
Lancers, 3rd Bengal Cavalry, 3rd Punjaub Cavalry, and
1st Regiment of Central Indid Horso; tho mountain bat:
torios, under the command of Colonel Johnson ; Brigadier
‘Goneral M'Pherson, in command of the 1st Infantry Bri§
gade—92nd Highlanders, 2nd Ghoorkas, 23rd Pioneers
and. 24th Punjaub Native Infuntry.

At six am..on Sept. 1 the generals commanding an
tho principal staff officors of the Cabul and Candaha
forces wore assombled at General Roberts' headquarte
at the Sapper gardens, and tho proposed plan of attac
was oxplainied to thom, which was as follows: A stron
body of infantry of the Candabhar forco to hold tho righ
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of Picket Hill, and while our 40-pounders engagoed tho
guns on Baba Wal'i Kotal to kéop tho énemy in tho pnss
and on tho hills in front; the cdvalty of tho Candahar
force to watch the Moorcha Pass and support the infan-
try, and six companies of infantry to occipy the village of.
Guondegaum and the adjoining hills, whilo Goneral Gough
with tho cavalry of the Cabul forco worked down past
thom to the Arprandab Rivor to cut off tho enomy’s rotreat ;
tho threo brigades of the Cabul force to be massed in rear
of Pickot Hill and to deliver tho real attack by <loaring
tho gardons, storming tho villago of Ghundi_Mulls Sahi
Adrd in tront, then furn tho cornar of Pir Paimal Hill,
and tako the Baba Walli Kotal in reir and tho cnomy’s
position at Mazra in flank. Tho programmowas carried
out with great procision. Tho traops of tho Candahar
forco, undor General Burrows' command, took up their
Ppositions about 8.30, and tho 40-pounders at the north ond
of Pickot Hill, fonr companics of the Fusiliers, and the
19th Native Infantry behind the walls of tho cavalry
lines; the 4tli Riflesand Ghoorkas in the village, two com-
anies of the 1yt Grenudiers, four companies of the 66th
giment, and two companies of the 28th Nativo Infan-
try, undor Brigadier-General Daubeny, continuing the
lino to the left along Pickoet Hill and Karez Hill to Ghil-
zina,

About 9 a.m. the 40-pounders opened on tho Baba Walli
Kotal, and were roplied to by a very brisk fire from the
enemy’s guns posted thore. The duel between them eon-
tinued for the next two and a half hours. Shortly after
tho commencoment of the artillery fivo General Baker's
Brigade, composed of the 12nd Highlanders, 6th Ghoor-
kas, and 2nd and 31d Sikhs, started from the left of Kavoz
Hill, whence Sir Frederick Roberts and hisStaff watched
the movements, and disappeared intotthe donse gardens
on that side. C 2 RoyaF Artillery opened firo on tho
village of Ghundi Mulla Sahi Adad from tho ground bo
tween Picket and Kavez Hills and the screw-gun battery
from tho front of the latter. Aftor a brief artillery fire
somo horsemen gnd infantry were scon eseaping from the
village. It appezved unoccupied, but when the 2nd
Ghoorkas advanced in skirmishing order from the left a
hot fire from the houses showed that the place was full
of mer. The 92nd Highlanders in the meantime had
formed up behind & garden on the right, and their lead-
ing companics working round behind it, advanced at a
iun in splendid style without firing a shot, and got into
the village just as tho Ghoorkas reached it from the low
ground on the left. The enomy, all Ghazis, were soon
seen streaming out boyond it towards Pir Paimal, but
wero quickly followed by Gongral Macpherson’s men, and
the united brigades (General Baker having worked roind
s0 as to touch Macphorson's left) pushed on towards the
Piv Paiwal shoulder. General Ross how sent forward and
toolk command of the 3rd Brigade remaining in reserve
under the immediate orders of General Roboerts. Gone-
ral Ross found the enomy’s regulars strongly posted in
front of the village of Pir Pairmal, and in two camps on
the lovel boyond it. They belonged, it is believed, to the
Candahar regiments, and held their own steadily for some
little time. But the British troops wore not to bodenied,
- and the enemy were soon in full flight up the valley ander
a hot artillery firo from our guns, This was enough for
the main body of tho enemy’s infantry, and thosq posted
in the Buba Walli Kotal, as soon as they saw their flank
turned, retreated to tho camp ntMazra, preceded by Ayub
Khan and most of his officors.  After this thore was no
norg fighting as far s the ivfantry were concerned, and
when Genoral Roberts arrived with the 31d Brigade he
battla was ovor.

The cavalry of the Cabul force, under General Gough,
loft camp at eight a. m., and waited at Ahasalb for the
develonment of the attack on Pir Paimal. At abont

11 o’clock thoy proceeded to Kokaran, and, crossing tho
Argandab, pursued the straggling parties of the cnomy to
Shitpin and tho country, round, and roturned to camp at
night vit the Baba Walli Pass, About 300 of tho cnem
wore cut up; two officers and twelvo men were wounded.
Tho cavalry, under Goneral Nuttall, moved into position
at oight o'clock to watch the Moorcha Pasas and the hills
in front of Baba Walti. At 2.30 the 3rd Cavalry and the
3rd Sind Horsg pushed through the Baba Walli Pass,
which was dedorted, and pursued tho enemy fifteen niiles
up the Argandab on its left bank to a point about four
miles boyond Koja Mulla, cutting up over 100 between
tho villages and the hills, Xad it not been for tho numer-
ous dongo gardens and orchards in which theflying enomy
took refuge, and where the cavalry could .  got at thom,
the punishment of the onemy would bt "beon much
greater. Their losswas about 500 killsd and the same
number wounded, not including those cut up by the
cavahy.

Thirty-ono of Ayub's guns foll into our hands, the whole
of his camp equipnge, and a large quantity of ammunition
und some grain and forage; alxo a few mules and an ele-
phant. The 1st Brigade under Goneral Macpherson, re-
mained at Nazrs, to guard the captured camp, and astrong
pickot was posted at the Baba \k)(alli Pass.

The Indian Army.

The letters from India printed from time to time in our col-
umns, as well as the official despatches which have been made
public regarding the late operations in Afzhanistan, will have
prepared our readers for & consideration of those important
questions concerning the improvement of the Indian Army,
which must before long cngage public attention, It will be
necessary to deoide whether the present system of cm-

loying and distributing a portion of the British Army in
gndia i8 the best that can be devised, but it is undoubtedly
of still more vital moment to the welfare of our Oriental Em-
pire that the success of wise cconomy and dexterous manage-
ment should mark whatever scheme we adopt for maintaining
an ormy of native Indians. TWhat good and daring service
was done by the armies of Madras and Bombay in the troubled
days of our carly occupation of Hiudostan is a matler of
history. In later years the army of Madras has seldom seen
fighting, and, with the exception of the interval of the Bur-
mese wars in which it was engaged, has led since 1824 a
life of almost nobroken ease. Bombay troops have fought
more recently, aud by their part in the first Afghan war,
in the subjugation of Scinde, and in the Mooltan campaign
were saved from so early a submission to habits of peace.
The advance of our territory and the growing complication
of our interests with ezternal afairs towards the north and
the west have placed upon the Bengal army the main bur-
den of our later military operations, and it is accordingly the
men of that army who to a natural superiority of warlike
temperament have added more than any other scetion of the
Indian people, the soldierly virtues created by the trial of
active service. When the East India Company first formed
its soldiers into Dbattalions, each battalion, numbering one
thousand men, had no more than a singlo European officer,
who exercised the command. It was while thus composed
that the armies of Madras, Bombay, and Bengal carned the
title of brave aud active-soldiers. The Special Commission
appointed in 1879 by the.Governor-General of India to inquire
into the organization and expenditure of the army in India,
says, in its report, with regard to the early merit of theso
troops :—* During tho long wars of the Carnatic and in the
fierco campaigns against Mysore, native troops of the Badras
and other armies displayed éndurance, loyalty and couragre,
though they were often many months in arrears of pay, thou h

they encountered many privations, and though the history of
the native army during these forty yearswas ¢he | w w .,
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auutiny and disaster. Not only did the disciplined troops of
the East India Company vanquish superior native forces led by
Hybprn Avt and Tippoo's hest captains, but they fought side
by side with the King's Enplish foot aud horse,” and were, it
is ndded, no uncqual matoh for the French soldiers. Lateron
& larger complement of European oflicers wero given to cach
corps, and befora tho Mutiny the regular regiments of tho na-
tive army, having at least two for each company, &Jsswcd in
all twenty-five Kuropean officers, There had also been formed
by this time tho so-called Irregular Regiments, whose sbrongth
of British officors was ouly three. Though tho Regular Regi-
ments of the Bombay aud Madras arsies stood by us in the
Mutiny, it wag maiuly the regular reginents of the Iengal
army that revolted, whilo the irregular regiments, with fow ex-
ceptions, rewained fatthful , and when after the sapprossion of
the Mutiny, the army of India came to bo reconstrueted, it
was o form of the old ¢ irregular system, which had the ad-
vantage of being cheaper, and of providing a carcer for native
officers of ability, that commended itself for tho new organiza-
tion, From that time the native regiments of the Iundian
Army have had ench seven English and seventeen vative offi-
cers, to the latter of whom is intrusted the command of troops
and cowpanies,

The Madrasarmy, though admitted to be nowpf inferior value
has of late been tried Jittle by the test of active service, but of
the Bombay army it appears to be unfortunately truc that ex-
perience has proved its troops to be lacking in some of the
qualitics neeessary in aun efficicnt soldiery.  What are the
causes of tlis deterioration in two divisions of our Indian
army 2 The population of Madras scem to have unlearnt in a
continued life of established tranquillity the lessons of daring
and hardihood taught them iu the struggles of their earlier ex-
istence. British government in Southern Indin has stopped
the wars of native ggninst vative, aud the sepoys of Madras,
accustomed to fighting when we first came among them, have
nequired under our strong rule an apprecintion of the pleasures
bf'a quict life.  On this point the Commission quotes the ver-
dict of Sir C. Trevelyan; given in 1873, to the Select Com-
mittee on East India Finapee—a verdict largely supported by
general opinion.  Sir C. Trevelyan said ¢ « Ty is a fact that the
famous old coast army, which ot ierely established our
supremacy in the South of India, it formed the nuc'ous of
the Bengal native army and fought the battle of Plassy, so
thit the principal Bengal regiments to tho day of their death
were called after their old Madras officers, hds become a very
peaccable, unmilitary, respectable sort of body.” DBut it is by
no means certain, or even probable that there has been a sim-
ilar evancscence of warlike spirit among the troops of the Bom-
bay army, though there would appear to be reason for believ-
iag that with them, as with the rest of the native army of To-
din, a flaw in their constitution comes from the paucity of Eng-
lish officers belong'ng to cach regiment. That there is this
flaw seems to be admitied in India by a verdict slmost uni-
iversal: The Commission thus records its judgment: ¢ But
though we adhere to the system whereby native officers are
condpany and troop commanders, yet we caunnot fail to at-
tuch weight to the opinioh -expréssed by a majority of regi-
wental commanders; that the present strength of British
officers docs not suffice for the casualti:s and requirements
of a regiment jn the field, and we recommend that the
twe extra officershitherto attached in the room of officors absent
on furlough or other duty should form pzrt of the sanctioned
strength of cach regiment.””  1If, therefore, effect is given
to the proposal of the Commission in this matter, the num-
ber of Briusk officers scrving with a native infantry regiment
will be raised for the future from seven to nine. On ac-
count of a recommendation, connected with a comprehensive
reform of the whole Indian Army, to the effect that a fourth
tquadron shall be added to every cavalry regiment, cavalry
regiments under the new echeme will have eleven officers as
tompared with the seven they have hitherto possessed.

Fumediately connceted with the question of providing a

suflicient comploment of British officers for tho native regis
ments is tho discussion of the valuo of native officers for
exercising command over their own follotv-Countrymen, At
present, 1 the armics of Bombay and Madras, tho native
officers aro sclected solely from among the non-¢ommissione

officers and men. * In the Bongal and Punjab armies the samo
practico prevails, but it is varied by the occasional direébt
appointment of members of trusted and warlike families to
bu officors without any preliminary training in tho ranka,
It is clear that théve are many disadvantages in a systom
which places as-officors ovor budies of men individual men
who have no natural claim to their respect and obedience,
In Europoan armies, notwitlistanding the' rapid growth
in Buropo of Domoczatic ideas, it has not yet bven found
possible, in the provision of porsons most auitablo to tgké
command of théir fellow-vreatures, to dispense with the
aid of those political and social forces which have formed
in tho course of ages, and still maintsin in the present;
distinct classes in cnch pation. DBut among tho nitive
racos of India it is harder still to surmount with success
these horeditary barviers. The power of chsto and the
constitution of society tipon the primaval basis of fam-
ily groups-tend fo keep each individual closely within
the circle in Which hé is born. A nativo who has raised
himself by siporior iutelligence and diligenco to be an
officer over men of his own class must still bo subject to
family authority, and cannot transcend the strict orbil
of his caste. Ho may as an officer havo commanded
his older brothor who was in tho ranks of his regimont,-
but so soon as ho pagses within the prot¢inels of family
lifo, the eldor brother resumes ovor the officer tho cus:
tomary supremacy of the head of tho family. It is un-
necessary to point out how shallow are the sanctions
of » manufdetured authority of modein foundation, and
how dificult must bo the effective maintenanco ot dis-
cipline in tho fac# of forcos that have preserved unims
paived for 8o long thiis primitive constitution of scc’ety.
A remedy for the difficulty hi#s been proposed in the
appointment of cfidets from native fimilies of rank to
be officors in the native regimeats. Agninst such &
change the regimental officors of the Bombay and

Such cadets of suitable character, thoy affirm, could not
bo obtained in the torritories from which their recruits
aroe drawn, and théy fear that the distribution of such ap-
pointments wo. ld destroy the inspiriting confidence in'a
good prospact or high promotion, vhich al prosent aui-
mates the sepoys in thie ranks. On the othor hand the
Fagimental officers of the Northern armies dré fitvotable
to the plan, aund the Commission recommends that in
these armies a proportion oftho vacanties in tlie appoint-
ments of native officors shall be filled by cadets of good
family, for whoso edticatida it Is proposed (o establish d
military school. It is impossible to over-estimate the
importanco of these questions, touching so closely upon
the social life of the nativés of India, and involving in
their sGttlement the officiency and valuo of the Indigu
Army. Whatevor course Her Majesty’s Government may
take in regard to & sanction of thé proposed reforms-de-
serves to be awaited with a genoral and earnsst atten:
tion:—ZLondon Times.

T
L

—A correspondent writes: * The 11-inch:Unitcd States ex-
perimental rifled gun has compleed 400 rounds and is repotfed
serviceable, The wespon is lined with coiled wrought-iron
barrels, placed loose in their casing in the game manner as the
Canadian breech:loading gons designed by Sir 1V, Palliser.
The system was recommended for breech-loaders by the Ord-
nance Sclect Committee in Woolwich in 1863,  In conse-
quence of the success of the experiment the United Stateshave
ordered four 40-fon breech-loading guns to be commenced at

ounce.”

Madras armics protest with almiost complele unanimity:.
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