Technical and Bibliographic Notes/Motes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best
original copy available for filming. Features of this
copy which may be bibliographically unique,

which may alter any of the images in ths
reproduction, or which may significantly change
the usual method of filming, are checked below.

N O00OoO0o0Oo0oog

[

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverturs andommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manqu2

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de coulaur {i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

Lareliure serrée peut causer de |'ombre ou de ia
distorsion le long de 1a marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may
appear within the text. Whenever possibie, these
have baen omitted from filming/

Il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela éait possible, ces pages n'ont
pas été filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

L’'Institut a microfilme le meilleur exemplaire

qu’il lui a été possibie de se procurer. Les détails
de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-dtre uniques du
point de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier
une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une
madification dans la méthode normale de filmage
sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured. stained or foxed/
Pages découlorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détacheées

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité indégaie de 'impression

Includes supplementary materiai/
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Only edition available/
Seule édition disponible

Pages wholly or partiailly obscured by errata
slips. tissues, etc.. have been refilmed to
ensure the best possible image/

Les pages totalement ou partiellement
obscurcies par un feuiliet d'errata. une pelure,
etc.. cnt éré filmées 3 nouveau de facon a
obtenir la meilleure image possible.

OO0 O0OMdBOKMOOO

Continuous pagination.

Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

2X 26X 30X
T 11 11

12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 2X

10% 1ax 18X




- THE ‘
CHRISTIAN RECORDER.

’ P s ————

Vou. L. JULY, 1819. No. 5.

ON RELIGIOUS CONVERSATION.

- HE whe looks abroad at the great exertions now
faking by Christians of all denominations, to spread the
ht of the Gospel through the world, is apt to congratulate
himself on the glessing which he enjoys in coming into ex-
lgtence during a period so propitious to the knowledge and
Practice of Holiness. But on a more serious and rigid ex-
amination, he will be disturbed with fears least there be
More of public appearance than of Christian humility in all
ese endeavours. And his fears will rather gain strength

t an be diminished, when he considers the low state of
prritual conversation. It is true, he frequently hears in
“ompany the merits of public institutions for religious en~
lal‘gement affectionately discussed, their advantages con-
:"'aSted, and the various ways by which they contribute to
he same end ably set forth, but how seldom does the cen-
"?i‘_sation take 2 more particular turn and descend te our -
Ividyal situations? It cannot be said by any Christian,
At he has no interest in such conversation, nor can he for

2 Moment imagine that such friendly communications are
?f no use, but the general opinion is against introducing
hem, and he conforms himself accordingly. It is this that
Negests the melancholy suspicion, that thaygh the number
Freligious professors be great, the number of real Christians
:ds"lall, for the Prophet informs us, “ That they who fear-
i the Lord spoke often one to another.” It was their de-
.Eht to speak of the goodness of God, to magnify his holy

v e, to copmmunicate to each other the graces and favours
OL. 1. X



164 On Religious Conversation.

they had reaped from his tender mercies, and the consoli-
tions they had experienced from his Divine love. And this
must ever be the case with all those who are anxious to lay
up treasures in Heaven. Itis, however, to bé feared that ma-
ny persons who delight in discoursing on religion allow
themselves to be carried away by the customs of the world,
and are afraid of being called enthusiasts, hypocrites, or
fanatics, should they attempt to turn the channel of conver-
sation to questions of eternal interest. This fear becomes
a sufficient argument for them to consent that the ques-
tions, which beyond all others distinguish us as rational, ac-
countable, and immortal creatures, should be banished from
society.  But are we to give up this great seurce of
comfort and improvement, because some persons have been
found to be deceivers? Are we to refuse ourselves the bles-
sings of religious communication becanse society has some-
times been disturbed with indiscreet zeal? To the weak
who shrivk from contending with the world, and Wwho sink
into its habits and rules rather than resist them, we are un-
der the necessity of saying, that our Lord disapproves of
neutral characters. We must either be with him or agzinst
him. 'The Christian life‘is a life of ‘warfare. Every age
has its‘difficulties and temptations, by which it is particu-
larly characteiised.  Persecutions to death are passed away
No one is tempted to abjure the faith by the fear of tempo-
ral punishment, but it is hot real terrors that are the most
formidable enemies, the lap of luxury, the stream of dissi-
pation, the fear of ridicule, frequently detach greater
numbers from the Faith, than torments and death. And
these are the obstacles to a religious life with which Chris-
tians have at present to contend. That charity which
thinketh no evil has been confounded with a false candour
or liberality which condemns all religious opinions alike,
and producing an idle indifference to the Gospel, terminates
in a total deadness to its concerus, or is transformed into
passive hostility. Many Christians perceiving this tenden-
cy congratulates themselves on discovering the happy me-
dium of reconciling a compliance to the world with theif
religious profession: 'They are careful of their exterior ap-
pearance, are neither profligate i their conduct nor rigi¢

in their observances, hence they are able to avoid many ©

those evils which the genuine Christian meets, and to ap*

r—~ PO
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Propriate to themselves many advantages which he must
be contented to lose. But these benefits are not to, be re-
Sretted, they are dearly purchased by the loss.of principles,
nor -will these lukewarm professors have reason to boast of
their adroitness when called upon to give an account of the
deeds done in the body. But let us descend to particulars,

y shewing you the excellence of religious conversation from .
the practice of the Faithful in every age, from its great
efficacy as the means of instruction, and from the happi-
Ress it confers. :

1st. From the practice of the Faithful in every age.

It is of great advantage to recut to the practice of fors
Wer ages in removing groundless prejudices, because the
Counsel given by the dead ‘awakens no suspicion as to its
sincerity. We are willing to listen to advice from the de-
parted, which we would spurn from the living ; they have
N0 interest to serve, assume no superiority, ¢o not remind
Us of our negligence and errors, with ,self;comﬁlapency,
or with indignation and reproach. here is hkewise a
pleasure in transporting ourselves to the society of former
times, a freshuess, a richness of feeling highly salutary in
cherishing in our own breasts the practices and habits. for
which they were distinguished. And in considering ous-
selves members of the primitive Church of Christ, we cams
not for a moment conceive a single meeting without much
of that conversation which we wish to recommend. We
cannot, even in idea, present the disciples and new con-
verts, without anticipating the most interesting inquiries,
Those who.had never seen our blessed Lord, and who were
Converted to the Truth afier his resurrection, would be in-
Cessant in their questions concerning the Redeemer. They
Would ask of his manner of speaking and acting, the de-
scription of that mild majesty tempered by human limita-
tions, that heart and soul transpicrcing look yet encour-
aging rather than alarming, that condescending affability,
that cordial sympathy and comprehensive wisdom, that af-
fectionate love, connecting the present with the future,
earth with heaven. We have only to look into our own

earts for a thousand anxious questions respecting his de-
Portment, his manner of instructing his disciples, the linea-
Ments of his countenance, his manner of walking, his atten-
tion to the poor, his treatment of the Scribes and Phariseof
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by whom he was opposed, and whose wickedness he so no-
bly condemns. How often would the Apostles be called
upon by their new friends, to relate his miraculous concep-
tion and birth, to repeat the history of his life, to speak of
his last agonies, his death, his resurrection and ascension ?
It is not to be oredited that these most important and in-
teresting things were confined to set discourses, to public
sermons before the whole Church. They were the subjects
of anxious inquiry. And when that age passed away, when
the disciples had extended the limits of Christ’s kingdom,
and had planted Churches far from Jerusalem, with what
anxiety would these new converts inquire into the lives and
labours of the Apostles and first Disciples! How frequent-
ly must Ignatius the cotemporary of the Apostles, Cle-
mens the companion of St. Paul, have been asked about
their copduct, that singleness of heart, that victory over the
frailties of human nature, that humility and love for their
Divine Master and anxiety to save the souls of men, which

they uniformly exhibited? Could such inquiries fail,to ani-

mate these new converts to embody good resolutions, - to in-
spire them with the most vehement desire to equal the glo-
rieus examples of righteousness and truth, which were thus
brought vividly before them? Could they forbear, when
they met together, of speaking of the mercy and goodness
of God through Christ Jesus, in calling them to a state of
salvation? Could they who had beenlostin trespasses and sin,
who had been given to all uncleanness, changing the glory
of the incorruptible God into an image made like corrupti-
ble man, to birdsand beasts and creeping things, who had
lost all knewledge of God, and were given over to a repro-
bate mind to do these things which are not convenient, re-
frain from congratulating each other for their glorious de-
liverance, from rejoicing that they had beheld the promised
helper and deliverer who wasto redeem Israel and be the de-
sire of nations, the Saviour of the world, proclaiming grace
and pardon to sinful men, exterminating sin and misery,
and conducting lost and wandering mortals to their benevo-
lent Creator, depriving death of his dominion and reconcie
ling earth to heaven 7 Could they refrain from speaking of
that blessed King who is to reign forever and ever to subject
ell nations ? The Son of the Father, the only begotten,

through whom all the nations of the earth are blessed, the
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Son of David, who had established a far greater, more glori-
ous and blessed empire, over which he was to reign till time
should be no more. 'They felt that they were turned from
darkness to light, from the power of Satan to God, and they
- talked sweetly of the mighty benefits they enjoyed, encoura-
ged one another to persevere in well doing, for in due time
they would reap the reward. That the first Christians spent
Mmuch of their time in such mutual eommunication, that they
Tejoiced in religious conversation, and provoked one another
to good works is proved from the whole history of the
Church, and more especially manifested in the 2nd Chap.
Acts of the Apostles. “ And they continued stedfastly in
the Apostie’s doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking
of bread and in prayers. And all that believed were togethé
and had all things common ; and sold their possessionsand
goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.
And they eontinuing daily with one accord in the temple,
and breaking bread from house to house ; did eat their meat
with gladness and singleness of heart.” If we turn from this
happy society, happy notwithstanding their external tribu-
lations and the persecutions to which they were exposed,
%o the Christian communities of the present day, how life-
€38 and cold are we in the cause of truth; but confining
Ourselves to the conversationsin which we indulge,contrasted
With theirs, what infereuce can we draw ; if they delighted
1 discourse of their eternal welfare, if they spoke of the
truths revealed by our holy religion with fervor, have we
€ss interest in these things, are we not equally distant from
od as they were hefore their conversion, if we still keep
Ack and take no delight in proclaiming the goodness of his
oly name? It is not that such serious conversation should
¢ studiously introduced or affectedly prolonged, but that
th*’y should never be shunned, on the contrary they oughtto
cherished and improved ; nor should those who intro-
d“({e them with propriety be branded with the name of fa-
Atcs.  «tis to be feared,” says an excellent writer, < that
18 general dread of serious topics arises a good deal from
0;‘l_lgnorance of the true nature of religion. Tlley conceive
th'lt Something that involves controversy and mischief, some-
Ing of an inflammatory nature, which is apt to stir up ill
m“mors and set friends at variance. But nothing can be
ore distant from the truth, our religion speaks peace and
will to man, it presents the most glorious truths, in
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which all have an equal interest, there is no place for rival-
ships or contentions, its promises are general, not exclusive,
all may become partakers of them through faith in Christ Je-
sus. And are we ashamed to declare in company that our
minds are under the guidance aof Christian faith and princi-
ples, and while giving our opinion with the utmost freedom
on the news of the day, do we hesitate to declare our faith in
s moral Governorof the world, our trust in a particular Provi-
dence, our belief in the Divine Omnipotence and our coafi-
dence in the power of God in educing good from evil 7 By
our silence on occasions proper for manifesting our decided
faith and holy trust we enceurage that pert infidelity which
is ever obtrusively on the watch to disseminate its poison.
One great cause of the low state of religious conyersation
arises from the opinien which generally prevails that reli-
gion oughtto beseparated from the common business oflife ;
now this is an error highly pernicious : religion ought to
enter into all our concerns. 'The moment that we become a
real Christian we are a new creature, all our mbatives of ac-
tion are drawn from the Gospel; worldly considerations and
temporal calculations vanish and the most minute part of our
conduct is regulated as much by the rules of the Gospel as
the most prominent and important. Until we come to con-
sider all our actions under the direction of our hely religion
as connected intimately with our eternal interests, we are not
worthy of the name of Christians. Now, as much of our
time is apt tobe consumedin trifling, if not in wicked con-
versation, in correcting this fault we ought to substitute such
topics as we are assured become the consolation and delight
of early Christians, and indeed of all true Christians of the
present day. It is impossible for good persons to meet to-
gether without introducing some of those questions which
are. of vital importance to their true interests here and here-
after ; and when we contemplate the matter in this point of
view we must feel astonished, that we have met our friend_5
and companions so often, spent so many hours in vapid tri
fling, empty remarks, in long pauses, irksomeness and -even
weariness, without ever recurring to the most interesting 0

all subjects; that we have laboured, when conversatio®
flagged, to discover something to raise the attention, and
avoided serious matters with uncommon solicitude ; evel
discoursed upon subjects which we really disliked rathef
than converse together on the state of our immertal souls.




169
VII CHAP. BOOK OF THE PROPHET MICAH, 14th Verse.

¢ Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thy Reritage which diwell
golitary in the wood.”

IT is observable, that although the Israelites never entire-
ly forgyt the worship of the Supreme Being, yet whenever
their religious rites and observances were at any time inter-
Tupted by the invasion of foreign enemies, or by their differ-
ent captivities, their zeal was in general greatly diminished,
and often, in individuals, entirely extinguished. In Egypt,
the mass of the people had becometainted with the superstl-
tions and idolatries of the Heathen ; in the wilderness, this
Corrupt state of mind prompted them to set up the goldert
calf, and during the whole of their march they were conti-
Dually offending the God of Heaven, by their backslidings
and their abominations. When they had at length obtained
the Land of Promise, and had firmly established them-
Selves, habits of regularity began to be acquired ; and when
the Temple was built and the stated services were ordain.
¢d, their attention was naturally mofe immediately turned
to the worship of the Deity, and we find in consequénce,
that there were at these periods less open violations of the
Commandments which the Almighty had given,
+. It would undoubtedly be wrong to assert that. their re:
ligion was either entirely dependent on, or had in the least

€gree its origin in any outward observances. But this
May safely be a%rmcd, both of the Israelites of old and also
Of Christians now, that, with respect to the body of the
People, religious sentiment is mainly affected by the neglect
Or observance of religious institutions, We are too well
3¢quainted with the weakness, incapacity and unsteadi-
Dess of the human mind, not to consider outward helps
Necessary to keep up reiigious as well as other recollec.
lons. Even with all the aids of established ordinances,
30d services supparted as they are by the weighty consi-

Crations which the subject itself supplics, the things of
sense too frequently obtain the mastery over a weak faith.
;Nehat would then be the result, if all observances were to
N Temoved ? Even almost a toral forgetfulness of God
i“d his commandments. It is trie, Religion itself, in
1ts Teality and importance, in its end and event, would be
h € same thing as what it is: we should still bive to ac-

ount for our conduct ; there would s.ill be heaven and
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hell, salvation and perdition; there would still be the izws
of God, both natural and revealed, all the obligations
Which the authority of a Creator can impose upon a crea-
ture, all the gratitude which is due from a rational being
to the Author and Giver of every blessing which he en-
joys; lastly there would still be the redemption. of the
world by Jesus Christ.” All these things would un-
doubtedly be the same whether any ordinances existed or
not. But what is very essential, would men think about
them—-twould they lay them to heart—would they con-
tinually meditate upon them, had they no outward ob-
servances occasionally to remind them of these most im-
portant realities? We have too much reason to reply in
the negative, for we have too much proof in the world of
the mischief produced by a total neglect of, or disuse of
all religious observances. With such a sad conviction og
- ourminds, it becomes a subject of serious consideration
how we may guard against the evil in situations which are
shut out from the use of religious observances in remote
places ¢ where Bells havé never knolled to Church.”

In this Colony, for many years to come, it will be isi-
possible to give to its new inbabitants those facilities of
attending . the worship of their Maker, that they enjoyed
in the Land of their Fathers. Can there nothing be done
to prevent their falling away from the true faith and
lapsing into a state of indifference, and neglect of religion,
little better than downright heathenism? Yes, much if
they themselves will lend theit assistance. The Lord hath
appointed one day in seven to bekept as a day of rest ho-
ly unto God. Here then we have a stable foundation t¢
work upon: for a right and conscientious observance of
this Holy Day will, of itself, essentially tend to keep alive
in the mind religious dispositions. It remains only then
for us to consider in what manner this day may most ad-
Vantageously be spent, by those who for the present are
unavoidably deprived of those religious privileges, to which
they have been hitherto accustomed.

If we could convince men of the superior importance of
religion, and could make them comprehend that it is 2
business which ought, more than any other, to occupy
coatinually their thoughts, it would be no difficult task
t0 induce them to pursue any feasible plan which had for

[P ——
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its object, equally their own improvement in religious ac-
Quirements, and that of others in the same most essen-
tial knowledge. But because to a sensual and carnal
minded man, every thing, even the most trifling object,
appears of greater moment than religion, and because
every where so many of this description are to be
found; we usually experience difficultics almost insur.
mountable in effecting a purpose of the above kind, where-
ever any trouble or privation is to be imposed on the par-
ties to whom it is offered. Hence in proposing to the
Members of the community (and especially to those who
live remote from public worship) the instruction of the
Young and ignorant in religious knowledge as a fit em-
pPloyment on this sacred day, we must necessarily anticl-
Pate much objection. And yet a few heurs thus spent
on each returning Sunday will be found productive of
most incalculable benefit to all parties—even the instruc-
tors will obtain knowledge, for according to the old max-
i, ¢ He who teaches another teaches himself.”” Let then
one or more Sunday Schools be opened in each Township,
under the guidance and direction of the Elders of the Vil-
lage. Let a certain number of the younger inhabitants,who
are qualified for the undertaking, be invited to become
Teachers. Let all the children, and their Parents also, be
Tequested to attend. Let a shorg form of worship be read
by one of the Seniors, and afterwards let the task of teach-
ng commence : the Church of England Catechism may be
taught those who do not object to it, and all may be in-
Structed in reading and repeating the Holy Scriptures.
This is the outline of a plan, Whic%l, if adopted %enerahy,
Would essentially tend to keep alivein the recollection of
the people (to whom at present no other external aids can
be afforded) religious duties and religious knowledge. Let
1t not be imagined by any one that religion neither is nor
Ought to be indebted for its influence to any human helps;

fore this can be, the constitution of the mind must be
Tadically changed. Itis not religton which is defective ;
the imperfection is to be found in our own faculties, and it
I3 this imperfection which we must endeavor to remedy.

ven if for no other purposes, “ outward observances are

| Necessary, that the train of our thoughts may not be clo-

Sed up against religion, they arc necessary to preserve in
VoL. 1, Y
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192 Disseriations on the Clristian Doctrines.

the thoughts a place for the subject;” and by dedicating
part of the Lord’s day to an employment every way so im-
mediately connected “with religion, we shall "of necessity
enable it {6 obtain this place in our minds, af the same time
that we become instrumental in communicating instruction
to others, « Feed” then, ye Elders, “thé Flock of God which
1s among you, taking the oversight theréof not by con-
straint, but willingly, not for filth y lucre, but of aready mind,
neither as being Lords over God’s heritage, but béing en-
samples to the Flock, and when the chief Shepherd shall
dppeat, ye shall reccive a Crown of Glory that fadeth no?
away.” 1 Peter, 5th chap. LS

e

Dissertations on the Chiistian Dictrires.
‘ No. 5.
THE APPOINTMENT OF A MEDIATOR,

IN our'last dissertation we noticed, at some length, the
proofs that present themselves on every side of the corrup-
tion of human nature, that it was matter of experience which
every person of reflection was forced to acknowledge. Even
the most arrogant and vain never assert in their cooler mo-
ments, that they are perfectiy innocent or not prone to wick-
ed theughts and actions. The wisest feel themselves drawir
away by sordid and despicable objects, their most virtuoud
efforts in some degree polluted, their passiong overpowering
their reason, and matters of sense shutting out those that
arc invisible and infinitely more noble, and they confess that
human nature is sadly cortupted and fallen from its primitiveé
purity. If this be the melancholy situation of man, we have
next to consider whether his Creator would restore him te
purity, or leave himn to reap the terrible fruits of his trans:
gression. Heaven is filled with darkness and dismay. Somé
fecble analogies may be discovered, indicating better things,
but totally insufficient to' remove that dread of future pun-
ishment which the serious feel that their vices deserve, Here
revelation steps in to dismiss those fearful apprehensions,
the companions of shame and remorse, and presents a reme-~
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dy in the blessed mediation of the Son of God. Jesus
Lhrist is the light of the world, the propitiatory Sacrifice,
the Lamb of God. ' This office of Mediator between God
and Man is what St. Paul calls the mystery of Truth, not
ecause we areincapable of comprehending it new that it is
Yevealed, but because it never could have been discovered
°ranticipated py the most enlightened human reason. It
might have been conjectured perhaps that our Creator would
Some fime or other, from the infinite goodness of his nature,
Make discoveries of his will to men, degraded as they were,
fom the innocence of their first state ; but that he would
end the Son of his love, Jesus Christ the righteous, to bea
Propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, hut for the
Sing of the whole world, never could have entered the heart
of men or of Angels, and must have remained a mystery
Ull such a time as the Son of God was pleased to disclose it.
Lhis is'the great article of the Christian Faith, by which it
1s distinguisied' from natural religion ; it coutains all that
18 strictly Christian, and until we believe firmly in it and
Sanctify our actions by the purity it begets, we cannot be
Said to lead a Christian life. When this stupendous doc-
trine of the incarnation and mediation of the Son of God is
Well considered, it will be discovered to possess a surprising
Micacy in advancing thé holiness of the Faithful. We be-
old'in it a depth and richness of wisdom, a fulness of Grace
And of Goodness, overpowering to the human mind. It
Paints the character of God in thc most amiable point of
¥iew, and meets the desires and necessities of man. It is a
Octrine every way suitable to the state of things betwixt
od and his tellow Creatures, and offers the most powerful
Motives to make them wise unto Salvation. )

In readily admitting that the doctrine of a Medjator be-
“Ween God and Man, who has made satisfaction for sin, and
that this Mediator is Jesus Christ, to be matter of pure re-
Velation, it must be observed that there are not wanting ma-
1Y considerations capable of preparing us (o Teceive such a

OCtrine when once proposed, and of shewing the'necessity
%% some satisfaction, in order to the pardon of sin, ~ ' "’
It has been truly remarked hy one of the most Seriptural
?"d Profound Divines, that the whole analogy of nature isin
3Vour of g Mediator between God and Man, for all living
Teatures are broughtinto the world and their lives preserveg
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in infancy by the instrumentality of others, and every
satisfaction of it is bestowed by the like means; so that
the visible Government which God exercises over the world
is by the instrumentality and mediation of others. And
how far his invisible Government may be so directed it is
Impossible for human reason to determine ; but the sup-
position that part of it is so, certainly appears more credible
than the contrary. Against this doctrine of a Mediator,
there is, therefore, no sort of objection from the light of na-
ture, whether it be considered a doetrine of Christianity or
as an_appointment in this dispensation, since we find from
experience that God does appoint mediators to be the instra-
ments of good and evil to us, the instruments of his Jjustice
and his mercy. It is farther to be ohserved, that every man
dreads punishment in committing sin, for his conscience
tells him he deservesit. Thisis matter of daily experience.
No man of reflection is well pleased with himself after trans-
gressing a human commandment, and he is farther conscious
of having displeased his Creator, who'is of purer eyes than
to see iniquity. Shameand disquietude, therefore, take pos-
session of his mind, he knows tha}t he merits punishment,
and lives in the continual dread of its overtaking him. Men
of thought discover, that the natural consequences of vicious
habits are of the most alarming and serious nature, bringing
frequently extreme misery, irretrievable ruin, and death
itself, upon the guilty ; and they feel it impossible to say
how far the consequences of sin may extend, if not correct-
ed by the hand of God. All must perceive the folly of reckon-
Ing on safety by their own endeavours. No man ever thinks
of acting upon his own independence, he is too sensible of
the weakness of his nature to supposec for a moment that he
can make expiation for the sins that he has committed. It
is true that many, not comprehending the real import of this
Christian doctrine, think that repentance is sufficient, and
say that though the sufferings and death of Christ were the
necessary means of effecting the work of redemption, it
was not by way of atonement for the offences of others, since
it is neither agreeable to the laws of God or man, that the in-
noceut should suffer for the crimes of the guilty ; nor in the
appeasing of any wrath which God the Father® entertained
against the human race, for no such wrath ever existed, but
to exhibita perfect pattern of humility and resignation.
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In answer to this, we have only to quote a single passage
of Scripture. “ For he hath made him sin for us, who
knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of
God in him.” Ifit be possible to read this text, and reconcile
it with the idea, that in the work of our salvation, we do al] -
and Christ nothing, or if it can be shewn that we are capa-
ble of ourselves in any way of making satisfaction for the
sins that we are daily committing, then the question is at
an end ; but if this passage be a part of revelation which has
hever been impeached, and if it be corroborated by nume-
Tous other passages, equally clear, then may we conclude,
that, however contradictory it may appear to be, according
to our notions, that the innocent should suffer for the guil-
ty, it is not so in the eyes of God. And if we look at the
very nature and essence of repentance, we shall find that it

as no power to alter the nature of sin, so as to make it less
evil or less deserving of punishment, and so long as no exs
Piation is made, the consequences are certain. There is,
indeed, no security against them but by Christ Jesus,
through whose merit our heavenly Father 1s pleased to par-
don us our iniquities, on our sincere repentance.

Farther, the doctrine for which we are contending teach-
es that the divine nature of Christ was united to the human,
andso united as to constitute one person, and as, consequent-
ly, by the human nature he could suffer, and by the Divine
Merit, so the same person most effectually did both. Now
to apply this doctrine to the assertion that the innocent can-
Dot suffer for the guilty. In human affairs do we not con-
Sider the acts of the representative as pgrformed by the per-
%n he represents? Without this the affairs of society, and
O% many ‘occasions the affairs even of individuals, could
Dever be carried on : but further than tiis, even in the ad-
Ministration of justice, if one person representand act for
Another, why may he not likewise suffer for him, particular-
Y when he consents to do so, and the administration of Jus-
lice jg willing to accept him. Have we not reason to infer,
that if o representative, abler than the sinner, or person rep-
Tesented, was to offer himself, and whois not only willing to
Suffer the penalty threatened by the Divine law, but fully,
:0 le, by such.suﬂ'cring, to exalt that law, ‘have we not rea-
o Lsay, to infer that such a representative would be gra-

'ously admitted, and that the merited punishment wouid be
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transfeired te him, and even the impending wrath of heaven
would be averted, and the Joyful tidings of pardon and eter-
nal hope proclaimed to every sincere penitent. In fine, the
translation of punishment, so far from bemng contradictory,
1s entirely agreeable to reason, and the guilty person may
escape by the sufferings of another substituted in his room.
To apply this reasoning more particularly, we have to re-
mark that the condition of our blessed Lord was sych as
rendered the sufferings which he sustained for us fuliy an-
swerable to all the punishments that would have been inflict-
ed on sinners. By his sufferings every end was accomplish-
ed that could have been promoted by the personal suffer-
ings of the offenders. He was a blessed person, of infinite
dignity and excellence, and might net only be justly accept-
ed in our behalf, but by this o lation, satisfaction for the
guilt was fully obtained, and the forgivenéss of sins and the
hopes of a blessed immortality extended, and all this perfect-
ly consistent with the Divine perfections, and with the or~

der and dignity of God’s morel Government. ‘
o (To be continued. ) *

THE CONFESSOR, 3

No. 5.
SIR,

You mention, in yqur second number, that a Universi-
ty is about to be established in this Province. | hope that
it will be founded apon a very liberal scale, so that all de-
nominations of Christians may be enabled, without any sac-
rifice of conscience or of feeling, to attend the prelections of
the different Professors. It has been said that the Province
1s too young' to support an establishment of this kind, and
were it in contemplation to commence on such an extensive

lan as that of the English, or even some of the Scotch Uni-
versities, it might in some measure be true. But it is very
easy to begin with a President or Rector, and a few Teach-
ers, making provision for increasing theirnumber as the in-
crease of students may require. Nor should it be forgotten
that the rapid influx of Emigrants into the Province, togeth-
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' with the natural increase of the inhabitants, will now fur-
hisha great number of young men. And although many
People may choose rather to bring their children upag Fay-
Mers, becaunse they can withi even a little industry, acquire
for themselves the comforts of life, ard in their tarn Provide
0 excellent inheritance for their children, yet many will be
-und anxions o educate their sans for the learned profes-
tons, Besides, a greater numbet of Gentlemen will for
*ome time be requiréd for these Professions than is common-
ly Supposed. ‘

Forty Clergymen, for example, may now meet with fall
¢mployment in this Provirice, and render themselycs of great

YIvice to the temporal, ds well as to the eternal interests of

¢people. If they were of conciliatory dispositions, and
More disposed to promote vital Christianity than to enforce
Such forms as are at first net to the settlers, and not accor-
ant with their manners and feelings, they would be of in-
'Nite benefit : indeed one iri enth of the seéttled townships
Pl this description would give a new appearance to thé coun
ty . for the appointment of Clergymen to instruct the peo-
Ple in the doctrines of revelation, and duties of morality, is
% eminently wise as to be considered by many 4 strong
Proof of the divine origin of that blessed religion by which
18 adopted. Now it would take a University some time,
°re it already in active operation, to furnish thé number
Yanted, and the new settlements are extending so fast in
a“directions, that before the old Townships can be suppli-
.o, 38 many new ones will be destitute. Were it possible
iftel‘ the first four years are elapsed; to furnish twelve Cler.
SYmen, an age must pass away before each township could
S supplied. It ought likewise to be remembered that it is
2 the greatest condequence that the Ministers of the Gos-
be] Shouid be men of learning and ability, and in order to
q“allfy them for the great work to which they are appomt-
the. Cmpetent opportunities must be given them. These
vy do not at present sufficiently possess, for although the
neJ, few that have been brought forward to the Ministry
Not fear a comparison with any persons of theijr age i

1h:t other couptry, it has arisen from the circumstance
theip }hey were rather the companions than the puplls gf
roag utor, who was abie to watch the progress of their
O ag well as the strength of their resolutions, and lead

N
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them step by step along the path of virtue as well as know-
ledge. But this method of instructing chielly by conver-
sation must be confined within very narrow limits, and can-
not be so extended as to meet the growing wants of this
extensive Province. In the University the business of in-
struction is divided, and each Professor becomes better
qualified for his particular department. ‘The student may
have acquired, in private, a competent knowledge of English
and classical literature. He may have read thebest divines,
he may have imbodied in his conduct many of the most amia-
ble graces of our holy religion, and become a useful, learn-
ed, and conscientious Pastor ; but then almost every pupil
would require his 6wn special instructor, and even then h&
would remain ignorant of some branches of knowledge,
highly useful in enlarging the views and ripening the un-
derstanding. , o )

~ At the University the study of the Scriptires in the ori-
ginal language, and tlie comparisonof this original with our
English translation would employ a considerable portion of
his time: collecting parallel passages of Scripture, arran-
ging and comparing the Prophecies with the history of their
accomplishment, examining the proofs which establish our
holy religion, reflecting upon the sublime doctrines and
beautiful precepts, so as to be able to give a reason for the
faith that is in us, would engross many hours of valuable
study. Ina large Seminary these may be relieved by turn:
ing to the book of nature and reading the perfections of the
Divinity in the beauty and subliihity of his works. Forthesé
purposes the young Divine may examine the heavenly bo
dies, their astonishiig regularity and order ; and admirin§
the perfection of Astronomy, which in as far as regards th¢
Solar System, may now be said to be complete, as there 18
not a single motion that has not been accounted for an
found necessary to preserve the wonderful harmony of the
whole, he may draw the most comfortable proofs of the wis’
dom, power aud goodness of God. Here likewise the StU}
dent of nature might make himself master of Chemistiy, of
Botany; and Anatomy ; all of which he would afterward®
find useful in his profession, not only in confirming his faith;
but in the variety of illustration which they afford him 1
preaching to the people. ‘

Itis not generally knowa that there are now thirty Baf”
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Visters in this Province, some of them men of talents and in-
Ormation, others less efficient from the wantof good opportu-
Nities, but when a University is established, a greater strict-
Ness will be observed in admitting young men to the Bar,
More preparation will be decemed requisite, and the Law So-
Clety will, as they do in England, dispense with two out of
the five years now demanded, provided that they be spent
'8 atteading certain classes in the College.

In this Country, the practice of Physic, from the badness
of the roads and the poverty of the people, has not been at-
tractive, but matters are changing—the settlers are becoming
Wealthy and able to pay for advice and attendance during
Sickness. Indeed, no person can at present study Physic or
Surgery in the Province, for there are no regular sources of
Wformation. It is true, a Surgeon or Physician may take
¥pprentices, and reduce their liberal professions to a kind
of trade, which may be taught by rote in a certain number

years, but without Lectures on the various branches of
the Medical art they never can attain to any proficiency.

The number of Students likely to attend College, will
Dot be confined to the three professions. Young men in-
lended for Merchants, or who have the certainty of in-

eriting great landed estates will be no less desirous of be~
*oming acquainted with the different branches of liberal
Nowledge. Add to this, the great benefit arising to the

Tovince from the conviction which every one must feel af-
ter the establishment of a University, that in removing to

nNada, he is not taking his children to a wilderness which
liords no opportunities for ameliorating their condition, but

& country possessing equal advantages in religion and
®ducation with that which he leaves. )

From a variety of considerations, I am conﬁdt’:nt that ina

Iy few years the Students attending such a Seminary would
$Xceed one hundred. I will, with your permission, trouble
You again on this subject, which I consider ail important in
the mean time for the comfort ef those who do not feel the
¥ant of knowledge but who are engrossed by profit. I have

© remark, that the foundation of a University at York,open

toq)) denominations, will add twenty per cent. to all the laun:ls
" the Province, by offering an advantage to ewigrants
hich they can no where else enjoy.

YoL. g, Z
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

—————

A meeting of the two Sunday Sclools, established in
York, and oneattached to the Chapel lately built in Young
Street, took place in the District School house on the 20(h
day of June, immediately after morning Service, for the
purpose of ascertaining the progress which the children had
made, and of distributing prizes to the most deserving.

At the close of a Sermen on the great importance of re-
ligious education, and the guilt incurred by those Parents
who neglect to instruct their children, both by precept and
example, in the truths of Christianity ; the Rev’d. Doctor
Strachan delivered the following

ADDRESS.

The reflections which we have been pursuing were sug-
gested by the interesting duties which we are this day call-
cdupon to discharge. It is little more than two months
since we were able to establish a Sunday School in this
place with any prospect of inereasing benefit. The meas-
ure had been in contemplation for several years, but as there
was no accommodation for the children in Church, it was
thought inexpedient to commence the School till we could
accompany it with a regular attendance upon Divine Wor-
ship.

The repair and enlargement of the Church removed this
impediment, and we set about arranging the School. The
appeal made to the liberality of this congregation, to enable
us to purcitase sinall books, was most generously answered,
and what I consider still more important, the lieads of fam-
iies, with one accord, offered their assistance in conducting
the lebeur of instruction.  The whole congregation scemed
to feel it to be their duty to promote the religious education
of the rising generation and to acknowledge that it was an
ohject of the greatest importance. Not only the peace and
happiness of families, but of all communities and of nations,
depend upon the gocd impressions made upon the minds of
the young.

1 need not remind you, my Christian friends, how strong-
ly the duty of instructing their offspring was enjoined upon

'....- —
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the Israelites, as it must be familiar to your minds,and sure-
ly it is no less incumbent upon Christians to bring up their
chiidren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ; and it
is pleasing to remark the increasing at_tention that is now
paid to this interesting object. The Friends ofthe Gospel,
as if ashamed of their former negligence, are now most ac-
tive and zealous in diffusing the knowledge of religion
among the youth before they come in contact with the cor-
ruptions of the world  But that a distinct conception may
be formed of the advantages of such Schools, I beg to sub-
mit to your consideration, as briefly as possible, the method
Wwhich we have adopted in conducting the School which
Your example and charity have enabled us to assemble.

We meet in the District School House every Sunday
Morning at ten o’clock, and begin with addressing ourselves
to Almighty God in prayer, in order to compose our minds,
to clevate our affections to spiritual things, and to impress
our hearts with a deep sense of the Divine presence.

The School consists of about 84 children, divided intoa
great variety of classes, all of which, in the forenoon, are
employed in learning their catechism or in answering ques-
tions taken out of the New Testament.

It was our intention not to admit any Scholars who could
Not read. as it was both laborious and tedious to instruct
them in the Alphabet and in joining from two to six letters ;

ut three or four children having come who had no oppor-
tuniiy griven them of being instructed at other Schools, we
Were unwilling to let them go, aud have accordingly taken
Some paius in teaching them. One or two begin to read,
aud ali can repeat some prayers ; bui they consume too
Much time, and compared to the other classes, their im-
Provement seems almost imperceptible ; we shall therefore
admit as fow as possible of this description. L

Our chief businessis the communication of religious in-
Struction, and such is the beauty and simplicity of our reli-
gtou that tae truths which it reveals may be comprehended
at a very early age. In our Catechism all the principal doc-
‘ri‘i;los and duties of Cheistianity are rcally compressed.—

fere is a brevity and cicarness inthe quesiions which ren-

er them easy to commit to memory.  The method of 1n-
slructing by‘quosnou and answer possesses many advantas
8¢S over every other, andis v vily tiie shortest and st
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plest, but the most satisfactory. In preaching, .for exama
ple, the Speaker proceeds with his discourse, without the
certainty that he is followed by his audience, but in cate-
chising, the deficiencies of each scholar soon become mani-
fest, and the teacher knows to what particular points he
mast direct his explanations. 'There is no time for inatten-
tion er wandering ; the question and necessity of reply, com-
pel attention and recollection. The children, if the T'eacher
proceed with a conciliatory firmness,acquire a lively interest
in the lessons, for each is particularly addressed and brought
forward into action.

The alternate question and answer, the hesitations, the
solutions, the rapid transition from topic to topic, and from
pupil to pupil, are circumstances which attract, relieve, and
rouse the youthful mind. Thisvariety renders the exercise
pleasing and impressive, and consequently advantageous.
No method can be better calculated to discourage negli-
gence, which it soon detects, or to inspire ardour of appli-
cation, which it sosoon discovers by its fruits. It is impos-
sible, even on the most cursory view of the contents of our
Catechism, to forbear exclaiming that the child who can
repeat it with some upderstanding, knows inﬁnitely more
than the most renowned Sages of antiquity. He acquires
a knowledge of God, of the holy vows taken at his baptism,
and of all the articles which heis bound firmly to believe.
The Commandments presenthim with the finest and most
sublime summary of moral wisdom, pointing out his duty
both to God and man, the purity in which he ought to live,
and the sad consequences of disebeyiug the will of his hea-
venly Father. The great importance of prayer is manifest-
edas the best promoter of good and holy dispositions, and
the strongest barrier against transgression. The nature
and efficacy of the Sacraments are next explained in the
most clear and convincing manuer, and our state by nature
unfolded, to shew us our need of a Redeemer. Some pains
are taken by the Teachers to break down the questions, so
as to make several out of one, and explanations of them are
given in an easy and familiar manner to those somewhat
advanced. ‘ :

After the children are acquainted with the Catechism we
proceed to Barrow’s five hundred questions on the New
Testament, which afford most excellent exercises for the
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higher classcs. These questions excite the greatest emu-
!ation and most earnest inquiry, ae may be seen by repeat-
Ing a few taken promiscuously from the book.

Why was John beheaded ? L

How often should a man forgive injuries ?

What were the ten Virgins ke ?

Who were Christ’s Mother and Brethren ?

Who first saw Christ after his resurrection?

What said the people of Christ ?

What is the duty of Christians in regard to this world?

At whose instigation was Christ Crucified ?

The book from which these questions are taken contains
Mo answers. They are to be discovered by the children
themsclves, from a diligent perusal of the New Testament.

t is sometimes not an easy matter to find the proper answer,
Many require much reading and research.

Children in a very short time become intimately acquaint-
ed with the life and crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ
nd the Acts of the Apostles, and it is within my knowledge
that the Parents of several children have profited by assist-
Ing them in discovering answers to the questions proposed.

he highest boys’ class have four questions to answer in
Writing” every Sunday morning. After the names of the
Class are cailed, and’ those absent marked, each produces
18 paper of questions. The answers are carefully exam-
INed, and likewise the writing and spelling, and the best goes
' the head of the class, and all take their places according
2 their merit. Permission is then given to ask questions
Ormed out of the four questions which they have already
Nswered on paper, or out of subjects connected with them.
Uestions may likewise be asked about the Seemon, the
Xt, the lessons, and Gospel of the day, the Collect and every

art of the preceding service. Now begins the anxiety, the
ntal exertion, the continued attention, the rapidity of
Uswer and acuteness of distinction ; bat it is impossible to
®scribe the full effect of such an examination without be-

Ing it.
thfl‘h_e highest class of girls have the same task, but with
18 difference, they do not write the answers, but get them
s€art. Many of them, as well as of the boys, have su-
erior understandings, and frequently astonisa the specta-
by the strength and propricty of their remarks, It is

te
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delightful to behold the great ease with which the holy.
Apostle’s observation in regard to Timothy may be realized,
that from a child he knew the Scriptures. 'T'hese chiidren,
after a few days attendance, are better acquainted with the
New Testament than they would have been perhaps during
their whole lives.

When the morning classes are all finished, a short exhor-
tation, if time permit, is given on one of the questions oi tue
Catechism, and the children proceed to Church, walking
two and two, with the Teachers at their side.

The School meets again at two o’clock in the afternoon,
and commences with reading a short lesson from tie New
Testament. Those who learned the Catechism in the
morning,arenow employed in repeatinga portion of a2 Psalm,
or a few verses of the holy Scriptures.

The higher classes are engaged in repeating Prayers and
Psalms. The text is asked and notes on the Sermon are
required. 'These classes are again allowed to ask questions
cf one another, which renews that emulation which was ex-
hibited in the morning, and impresses upon their minds the
truths delivered in the Church.

The “tasks committed (o memory are all easy, that the

pupils may not be discouraged and perplexed.
- Wehave not yethad time to complete the whole of our plan,
as the higher classes are hardly yet sufficiently advanced.
We shall introduce examples of the power of religion on the
greatest minds, and read the lives of the most eminent Pa-
triarchs and Prophets and Apostles to the higher classes, a
they must be highly interesting to their youthful minds and
well suited to promote their instruction in righteousness.

After Divine Service almost all the congregation went 10
the School-house to assist at the examination of the children-
His Excellency the Lieut. Governor consented to give the
prizes of diligence, good conduct and punctual attendance
to the boys who deserved them, and it was likewise intend-
ed that Lady Sarah Maitland, who was also present, would
distribute the prizes among the girls but this was omitteds
owing to the vast concourse of people which made us forget
some of our arrangements.

The School belonging to the Chapel on Young Street
was first examined ; it was divided into two classes ouly, 0n¢
for boys and one for girls; they repcated their cathechis®
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uncommonly well, and many of them appeared to understand
What they “were saying; some could repeat large por-
tions of Scripture, with a distinctness highly pleasing,

he progress of these children, forty-four in number, i
highly creditable to ‘their Teachers. A present of Bogks
Was made to the School, to be distributed under the direc-
tion of their Masters, and Sir Peregrine Maitland gave them
With his own hand.
~ The Methodist School consisting of nearly the same
Number, and likewise divided into one class for boys and one
Or girls was next heard. ) .

The children repeated many beautiful and interesting
Passages of Scripture, with much ease and fluency. The
8lrls, under the direction of a Mistress, acquitted them-
Selves remarkably well. There was a neatness and clean-
ess among all the children quite delightful and very dif-
€rent from what had been the case with them a few months

efore. His Excellency presented to this School a hand-
fome present of Books, to be distributed at the discretion of
the Masters and Mistress.

The principal School was the last examined, and when
the higher classes began to ask questions the same anxiety
a0d interest took possession of the spectators as of them-
*elves—the deepest silence prevailed, and the most eager
Attention to hear the several questions and answers. The

‘Opriety of many of these and the quickness with which
€Y were answered astonished all the Assembly, and de-
Monstrated the great superiority of this method above all
€rs, in acquiring a knowledge of the Scriptures. Books
. '€ given by His Excellency to a few of the most deserv-

& in each class, and the meeting broke up.
of . See upwards of one hundred and sixty children, many
.~ Whom used to be continually in the streets, manifesting,
an 80 short a time, a kuowledge of the .princlpal dqctrines
W'd Precepts of Christianity, a more }ntlmate acquamtance
an. ! the life and character of our Saviour than many of the
vf,’f"ators, could not fail of prqduc'mg salutary eﬂ'gcts. The
ieVOIe was solemn and impressive, and lan! convinced that
ey €ral were more deeply m.te!'ested on this occasion than

€rthey had been at any religious exercise before.
ines Sunday Schouls are so useful, why not establish them

very neighbourhood, or wherever one of the common
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Township Schools is kept. The Trustecs ought to maké
it a condition with the teachers whom they employ that
they assemble the Children on Sunday, read the Service,
and a Sermon where it is agreeable, and afterwards Cate-
chise them. In this way a sense of religion would be pre-
served or introduced where it begins to fade away. That
blessed day would be spent in a manner becoming a peo-
ple professing themselves to be Christians. Let then Sun:
day Schools be established throughout the Province. En-
courage and protect them all ye who are anxious to bring

up your own children in the nurture and admonition of

the Lord. The good effects of your exertions will soon
appear—~the roads will be more tfanquil on the Lord’s day
—those who infested them will be seen enquiring after God,
and learning with delight the truths of the Gospel. Your
labours will meet with the most precious rewards, for you
will have the blessed enjoyment of knowing that you are
trying to extend and perpetuate upon earth the kingdom
of our Glorious Redeemer, and while you are bringing
sinners to Christ, and shewing to immortal beings the
path of eternal life, you are contributing to people the hea-
vens, and to increase the number of the blessed who sur*
round the throne of God.

A Discourse aGAINsT EArine BEEF,

Delivered under the person of an Ox.
Translated from thc Chinese by the Rev. Dr. MorRisoN.

In the original, the characters composing this discourse are so arranged
as to form the figure of an ox, and its influence on the people is s®
great, that one in twenty, some sey one in ten, will not eat beef.

I request, good people, that you will listen to what 1
have to say. In the whole world there is no distress equal
to that of the Ox—In spring and summer, in autumn an
winter, he diligently exerts his strength during the fouf
seasons ; there is no respite to his labours.

s an Ox, drag the plough, a thousand pounds weight;
fastened to my shoulders—Hundreds and thousands ©
lashes are, by a leathern whip, inflicted upon me—Cursc®
and abuse, in a thousand forms, are poured upon me. I
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]

M driven with threatenings, rapidly along, and not al-
bwed to stand still. Through the dry groand, or the
ecp water, I with difficulty drag the plough. With
a0 empty belly, the tears flaw from both my eyes. Thope:
W the morning that I shall early be released ; but who
does not know that [ am detained tiil the evening? I,
With a hungry belly, I eat the grass in the midst of the
eld, the whole family, great and smail, insultingly abuse
Me. I am left to eat any species of herb amonust the
Alls; but you, my master, yourself receive the grain that
8 sown in the field. Of the Chen Puaddy, you make rice 3
of the Ao Paddy, you make wine.  You have cotton,
Wheat, and herbs of a thousand different kinds. Your
8arden is full of vegetables, When you men and women
Marry, amidst all your felicity, if there bea want of mo-
D¢y, you let me out toothers. When pressed for the pay-

cnt of duties, you devise no plans, but take and sell the
9% that ploughs your field. When you see that I am old
ad weak, you sell me to the butcher to be killed. The
Utcher conducts me home, and soon strikes me ofi the
Orchead with the head of an iron hatchet, after which I
M left to die in the utmost distress. My skin is peeled
ff, and my booes scraped :—but when was I their ene-
b ¥? When men in life are greatly distressed, I appre-
°nd that itis in consequence of having neglected virtue.
Y belly is ripped open, and my bowels are taken out 3

¥ bones also are taken ; the sharp knife scrapes my bones
d cuts my throat. Those who sell me do not grow rich ;
those who eat me, do not grow fat; those who kill me,
3¢ decidedly bad men. T hey take my skin to cover the

Tum, by which the country is alarmed, and the gods are
Brieved,” If they continue to kill me, in time there will
Ot be oxen to till the ground, and your’ children and
"and.children must use the spade. I am fully persuad.

> after mature consideration, that the wicked persons
. ho kil the oxen, will, in the next life, be transformed,

of them into an ox like me.

ang clieve, and act, according to the above, Engrave
bed Publish it. Hence your merits and your virtue will
bOllndless.’?

Yoy, l.‘ A2



188 ‘ Chalmers’ Address. |
CHALMERS’ ADDRESS:

R

Sir, » , , /
I TAKE the liberty of sending you the followmgz extract
from ‘ An Address to the Inhabitants of the Parish of Kil-
manny,” by the Rev. Thomas Chalmers. 1 think it speake
the doctrine of the Gospel. How far it agrees with Calvins
ism, the professed system of faith of the Church of Scot-
land, of which Dr. C. is a minister, I leave to your readers’
to judge. “You must be quite familiarized with the melan-
choly spectacle of a professor meurning over the sinfulness
of his heart, and, at the same time, putting forth his hand,
without one sigh of remorse, to what is sinful in ordinary
eonduct. Flave you never witnessed ane who could speak
evil of his neighbour, and was, at the same time, trenched
among what he thought the speculations of orthodoxy, and
made the utter corruption of the soul of man one of these
speculations 7 1s it not enough to say that he.is a mere
speculative Cliristian, for the very same thing may be de-
tected in the practice of ene who feels a real longing to be
delivered from the power of tbat sin which he grieves has

such an entire dominion over him? And yet, strange té

tell, there is many an obvious and every day sin, which i8
not watched against, which is not struggled against, and the
commission of whiclr gives no uneasiness whatever. The
man is, as it were, so much occupied with the sinfulness of
his heart, that he neither feels nor attends to the sinfulness
of his eonduct. He wants to go methodically to work-
He wants to begin at the beginning, and he forms his esti~
mate of what the beginuning is upon the arrangements
human speculations. It sounds very plausibly, that as out
of the heart are the issues of life, the work of an inquiring
Christian must begin there ; but the mischief ¥ eomplain 0
Is, that in the first prosecution of this work, months or years
may be consumed ere the purified fountain send forth it®
streams, or the repentance he is aspiring aiter tell on the
plain and palpable doings of his ordinary couduct. Hencé;
my brethren, the mortitying exhibition” of great zeal, an
much talk, and diligent canvassing acd conversing abov
the abstract principles of the Christian faith, combined with
what is visible in the Chrisban practice, being at a deaé
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#tand, and not one inch of sensible progress being made in
any one thing which the eye can witness, or the hand can
y a tangibie hold upon. The man is otherwise employ-
ed; he is busy with the first principles of the subject; he
&till goes on with his wonted peevishness wjthin doors, and
his wonted dishonesties without doors. He has not yet
Come to these matters. He is taken up with laying and la-
ouring at the foundation. The heart is the great subjectof
1s anxiety ; and in the busy exercise of mourning and con-
fe_SSing, and praying, and studying the right management
9f his heart, he may take up months or years before he come
o the deformities of his outward and ordinary conduct.
will venture to go farther, my brethren, and assert, that if
this be the track he is on, it will be a great chance if he
€ver come to them at all. 'To the end of his days he may
¢ a talking, and inquiring, and speculating, and I doubt
Bot, along with all this, a church going and ordinance loving
Christian, But 1 am muchafraid that he is, practically speak-
Ing, not in the way to the solid attainments of a Christian,
Whose light shines beforc men. All that meets the eye of
Uaily observers may have undergone no change whatever,
and the life of the poor man may be nothing better than
e dream of a delusive and bewildering speculation.”

T —————

ON THE AMUSEMENTS OF CLERGYMEN.
e ol

Broadhembury, Nov. 19th, 1773.

anx DEAr Sig, )
. NEVER apologize to me, I beseech you, for any reli-
wﬂs freedoms which you may be friendly enough to take.
ithout pretending to the apostolical gift of intuitive dis-
Cernment, 1 know too much of your heart, to be offended
at such real instances of your esteem. I must be a mon-
Mer of pride, were I capable of resenting an intimation
Which breathes such sincerity of regard, and which you
‘ave the happy art of conveying with such delicacy of po-
leness,  Instead of wishing you to intermit your labour of
0ve, | request you to reprove, to rebuke, and to exhort me,
* in your opinion occasion may require. Some individuals
% what is called, the religious world, are so very pert and

’
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impertinent that I have been obliged to treat them as ‘¥

would the officiousness of wasps, and give them a gentle.

flap, to keep them at their due distance. But, without any:
shadow of compliment, I have so great and just an idea of
the valuable fricid to whom I am now writing, that I am
desirous, not to repel, but to invite and caress his traly af-
fectionate admopitions They even induce me to love him
the hetter, and to respect him the more ; nor can he bind
me to him by a stronger tie. As you, dear Sir, have unbo-
somed your thoughts, with such transparency of genuine
faithfuluess, I also, in return, will for once, consider you as
my father confessor, and open to you my whole mind, on
the subject in hand, without disguise, or reserve.

Ist. I donot think that honest Martin Luther committed
sin, by playing at backgammon for an hour or two after
dinner, in order, by unbending his mind, ta promote diges-
tion.

2d. 1 cannot blame the holy martyr Bishop Ridley, for
frequently playing at tennis, before he became a prelate ;
nor for playing at the more serious game of chess, twice a
day, after he was made a Bishop.

3d. - As little do I find fault with another of our holy mar-
tyrs, the learned and devout Mr. Archdeacon Philpot, whe
has left it on record, as a brand on the Pelagians of that age,
that ““they lovked on honeste pastyme as a synne,” and had
the impudence to call him an Antinomian, and a loose mo-
ralist, because he now and then relaxed his brow with “hun-
tynge, shootynge, bowlynge, and such lyke.”

4th. Nor can [ set down the. pious Bishop Latimer for
an enemy to holiness of life, on account of his saying that,
hynting is a good exercise for men of rank, and that shoot-
ing is as lawful an amusement for persons of inferior class.

oth. T have not the whit worse opinion of the eminent

and profound Mr. Thomas Gataker, for the treatise which .

be professedly wrote fo prove the lawfulness of card playing,
under due restrictions and limitations,

6th. 1 think good Bishop Beveridge was quite innocent
in aniusing himself with his violin. ‘

ith. The seraphic Mr. Hervey is, in my idea, entitled to

ne manner of censure, for allowing the devout father of

“ Miss Mitissa, and Miss Serena,” to attend his daughters -

L once or twice, to the theatrical entertainments apd puhlie.
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divercions ;” nor yet for allowing him to let the said Misses
*“learn to dance, in order to acquire a genteel air and a
ﬁ'a(-eful demeanour.” QObserve, that, in producing Mr..

ervey’s judgment concerning the not absolute unlawfyl-
Ress of all stage entertainments, and other public diversions,

do not mean to entera plea for myself. Ibave seen
bat three plays since I took orders, i.e. for these eleven
years and a half, and probably shall never see another : not

ecause [ am persuaded of its being sinful (for I think I
Might as innocently see Shakespeare’s Henry 4th acted on
the stage, as read the history of that Prince by my own fire-
%ide,) but because 1 consider the play-house as too public a.
Place of amnsement for a Clergyman to frequent. Moreo-
ver, [ was never once at Vauahall nor at Ranelagh, for the
Very same reason and for no other : neither was Tever atan
assembly, except onee; viz. several years ago at Weymouth,
In mere complaisance to Mrs. Macaulay, though we both
ahstained from touching a card. While there, we only saw,
3nd were seen, and chatted with those we knew.  But
€nough of this digression.

8th. T cannot unsaint St. Chrysostom for admiring the,
Comedies of Aristophanes to such’a degree as to read them
Eel'pemauy, and even to lay themn under his pillow when he

ept,

Yth. T do not think it criminal, in that great, good, and
Useful man, Mr. Madan, to indulge himseltin horseraciag,
and in hunting, fishing, and shooting. He himself makes
10 secret of all this, else I would certainly have o-
Mitted to mention it. Now, I am not attached o any of

tse sports, Not to the first, for I utterly dislike it ; nor
O the second, hecause Tam rather a timid rider ; nor to the

Ird, because I have neither time nor patience enough ;
hor to the fourth, for I never fired a gun in my life. But,
*hall 1, fike those in Hudibrass, and like too many censori-
%Us professors now,

Compound for thirgs I.am inclined to
By blaming what I have no mind to #

Gog

ful forbid ! Let every man judge for himself, and stand or

to his own master above.

10, Archbishop Williams required hut two hours sleep
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i the twenty four. On the other hand, Bishop Kenn seeme
to have required twelve, for he says, '

Dull sleep, of sense me to deprive !
I am but half my time alive.

- Would it not be very absurd, were we, for that reason,

to pronounce Williams a holier man than Kenn ?

11th. Shall I question the piety of good old Mr. Moses
Browne, because he finds a pleaspre in angling for trouts
and eels? He shewed me, when I waslast in London, some
sheets of the new edition (since published) of his “ Eclogues
on Fishing.” He is fond of that recreation himself, and as
fond of instructing others in it. Is he therefore ungodly ?
Or (permit me to ask) is there half so much loss of time at 2
pool of quadrille, as an angler’s hook and line are attended
with? ¥ must add, which has least of crueltyinit? the depri-
ving of real fighes of life by the most excruciating torture, o
the playing for fishes made of ivory or mother of pearl?

12th. I will not sitin judgment on my dear friends Mr.
and Mrs. Flower for having their amiable daughter, the
fair inquisitive, taught to play on the harpsicord, te dance,
&c. &c. &. Noram langry with the fair inquisitive her-
self, for being one of the most elegant and accomplished fe-
males that ever was entitled to that character.

13th. 1 cannot coademn the vicar of Broadhembury, *
for relaxing himself now and then amonga few select friends
with a rubber of sixpenny whist, a pool of penny quadrille,
or a few rounds of twopenny Pope Joan. To my certain
knowledge, the said vicar has been cured of the head
ache by one or other of those games, after spending eight,
ten, twelve, and sometimes sixteen hours in his study. Nor
will he ask any man’s leave for so unbending himself. 1st,
Because another man’s conscience is no rule to his,any more
than another person’s stature or complexion. 2nd, Because
the word of God, no where, either directly or indirectly, says
one syllable, or drops one hint, concerning either the lawful-
ness or unlawfulness of amusement by lots ; and I would no,
more add to the commandments than to the doctrines of God-
8d, Because the Apostle says,  Blessed is he who condemns
not himself in the things that he allows :” which is exactly

e,

i Mr. Toplady was at this time the residens incumbent of that parisk
#n Devonshire. .
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Yﬂy case. Ath, Because the same Apostlp asks, « Why is
my liberty judged of another man’s conscience ?” and so say
5th, Because I do not find myself hurt by this liberty,
either in mind, body, or estate ; not in mind, for my mindis

Sensibly relieved by it ; not in body, for my body is sensibl
the better for it ; notin estate, for that cannot possibly suf-
fer by it. I neither win nor lose forty shillings per annum,
Doubtless Mr. Madan, Mr. Browne, and others, have « stum<’
bled some weak Christians” many a time, by following and
Vindicating such unhallowed amusements. And those Chris-
Yians must, 1 think, be very weak indeed, who can stumble
ta straw, and break their shins against a barley corn! A
Yery worthy female intimated to me last spring in London,
that « J offended some weak brethren and made them stum-
ble, by allowing myself to play at cards. As this was very
Seripusly said, I was going to make a serious answer ; but
My gravity suffered more than a stumble, forit actoally fell,
on surveying the head dressof the fair expostulatress. I
could not help asking with a smile ; “and suppose a weak
sister was to stumible at your elegant pyramid of hair, and
erinkt ribbons, would you therefore reduce your attire to the’
laste of that weak sister ?”  The good woman honestly re<
plied, in some disconcertment, Ng:z indeed.”— Then give/
l'berty as well as take it.” I could not help thinking of the
ady and the patch mentioned in the 57th number of the
Pectator. _
And so much, my dear friend, for the grand subject of
Your letter. I hope our correspondence will in future, turn
On topice more editying and improving. Surely they, who
are led by divine grace to experience the best thingsof God's
*piritual kingdom, should learn to look on things indifferent
With the indifference they deserve. 1 have hardly left my-

room to assure you of the regard with which
1 am, &c. &ec.
A. TOPLADY.

———————
prenmermenm—

THE PATR OF PERSECUTORS OF CHRISTIANITY,
(Continued.)

. Diocletian, by adopting associates, and sharing the em-
e and the troops with them, took the most probable mwer
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thod to secure the lives of the Emperors from the arbitrary
msolence of the army, which with little ceremony used to
kill one and set up another. B '

Yet all these precautions did not protect the Emperor
and his Colleagues from divine vengeance. At this time
was the great contest between Christ and the Roman Em
perors, which should prevail. They were determined to
blot out the Christian name from under heaven, and the per-
secution was far more fierce and brutal than it had ever
been, and therefore it was time for providence to exert it-
self ; and so indeed it did. . . _
~ Diocletian persecuted, A.D. 303, after which nothing
prospered with him. He underwent many troubles, his
senses were impaired, and he quitted the empire. Severus;
who was raised by Galeriug, and therefore, like Galerius,
not disposed to spare the Christians, was overthrown and
put to death by Maximianus Herculius, A. D. 307.
~ About the same time Urbanus, President of Palestine,
who had signalized himself by tormenting and destroying
the Christians, met with his due reward.

Immediately after the cruelties which he had exercised
upon Pamphilus, and whilst he was still in his government,
the Divine vengeance overwhelmed him. e who the day
before sat in the judgment seat, exercising dominion, sur-
rounded with guards, and ruler of ail Palestine ; he who was
the companion, the guest, and the most intimate and honor-
ed friend of the Tyrant, suddenly was stripped of all his dig-
nity and exposed to public ignominy before the face of
those who had feared and reverenced him. 'I'he whole na-
tion behcld their Governor dejected, dispirited, poorly beg-

iug for mercy, and shewing the meanest and most unman-
f)y behaviour : whilst Maxaminus himself, whose favour had
filied bim with vanity and insolence, and whose affection he
had obtained by his barbdrity to the innocent Christians,
proved his most barbarous and inexorable enemy, and after
baving convicted him of many crimes and openly shamed
him at Caesarea, condemned him to be put to death.

.. 'The Ecclesiastical Historian seems to have taken some
pleasare in stigmatizing this inhuman and cowardly Gover-
nor, in consigning luim to everlasting infamy, and in sacrifi-
cing his worthless name to the Manes of “his dear friend
&amphilus,
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. Ben. IX. 4—% But Slesh with the life thereof; which is the blood
thereof, shall ye not eat.” ]

_Mr. Bruck has given a very ex}raordinary account of the
Practice of eating blood in Abyssinia. This custom, so
Prevalent in several places, is forbidden in the Scriptures. A
Tecital of the narrative will probably suggest to the reader
the reasons of the prohibition. Mr. Bruce tells us, that,
** not long after losing sight of the ruins of this ancient ca-
pital of Abyssinia, we overtook three travellers driving a cow
before them : they had black goat skins upon their shoul-
ders, and lances and shields in their hands ; in other re-
Spects they were but thinly clothied ; they appeared to be sol-
diers. The cow did not seem to be fatted for killing, and it
Occurred to us all, that it had beerni stolen. This, however,
Was not our business, nor was such an occurrence at all re-
markable in a country so long engaged in war. We saw that
our attendants attached themselves, in a particular manner, to
the three soldiers that were driving the cow, and held a short
Conversation with them. Soon after, we arrived at the hither-~
Tost bank of the river, where I thoaght we were to pitch our
tent: the drivers suddenly tript up the cow, and gave the
Eoor animal a very rude fall upon the ground, which was

ut the beginning of her sufferings. One of them sat across

er neck, holding down her head by the horns; the other

» twisted the halter about her fore feet, while the third, who

f1ad a knife in his hand, to my very great surprise; in place
Of taking her by the throat, got astride upon her belly, be-
fore her hind legs, and gave her a deep wound in the upper
Part of the buttock. From the time I had seen them throw

le beast upon the ground, I had rejoiced, thinking, that

When three people were killing a cow, they must have

greed to sell part of her to us; and I'was much disappoint-

€d upon hearing the Abyssinians say, that we were to pass
the river to the other side, and not encamp where 1 intend-

- Upon my proposing they should bargain for part of
the cow, my men answered, what they had already learned
0 conversation, thai they were not then to kill her ; that

She was pot wholly theirs, and they could not seil her
oL. 1, B 2
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, ‘ B
This awakened my curiosity ; Ilet my people go forward
and staid myself, till I saw, with the utmost astonishment,
two pieces, thicker and longer than our ordinary beef steaks,
cut out of the higher part of the buttock of the beast : how
it was done I cannot positively say, because, judging that
the cow was to be killed from the moment I saw the knife
drawn, I was not anxious to view that catastrophe which
was by no means an object of curiosity : whatever way it
was dorie 1t surely was adroitly, and the two pieces were
spread upon the outside of one of their shields. One of
them still continued holding the head, while the other two
were busy in curing the wound. This, too, ‘was done not
in an ordinary manner. The skin which had covered the
flesh that was taken away, was left entire, and flapped over
the wound, and was fastened to the corresponding parts by
two or more small skewers or pins. Whether they had put
any thing under the skin, between that and the wounded
flesh, I know not ; but, at the river side where they were,
they had prepared a cataplasm of clay, with which they co-
vered the wound ; they then forced the animal to rise, and
drove it on before them, to furnish them with a fulier meal
when they should mieet their companions in the evening.”
“ We have an instance, in the life of Saul, that shews the
propensity of the Israelites to this crime : Saul’s army, af-
ter a battle, flew, that is, fell voraciously upon the cattl
they had taken and threw them upon the ground to cut o
their flesh, and eat them raw ; so that the army was defiled
by eating blood, or living animals. 1 Sam.14.33. To
prevent this, Saul caused to be rolled to him a great stone,
and ordered those that killed their oxen, to cut their throats
upon that stone. This was the only lawful way of killing
animals for food ; the tying of the ox, and {firowing it upon
the ground was not permitted as equivalent. The Tsraelites
did, probably, in that case, as the Abyssinians do at this
day ; they cut a part of its throat, so that blood might be
seen on the ground, but nothing mortal to the animal fol-
lowed from that wound : but, after laying his head upon €
large stone, anl culting his throat, the blo'od fell from on
hig, or was poured on the ground like water, and sufficiest
evidence appeared that the creature was dead, beford it was
ajtempted to eat it. We have seen that the Abyssinian#
@ ne from Palestine a very few years afte r this, and we ar®
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nat to doubt that they then carried with them this, with
many other Jewish customs, which they have continued to
this day.” To corroborate the account given by Mr. Bruce,
in these extracts, it tay be satisfactory to affix what M,
Antes has said upon the subject, in his Observations on the
Manners and Customs of the Egyptians, p. 17. < When
Mr Bruce returned from Abyssiuia I was at Grand Cairo,
I had the pleasure of his company for three months almost
every day, and having, at that time, myself an idea of pe-
hetrating into Abyssinia, 1 was very inquisitive about that
Country, on hearing many things from him which seemed
almost incredible to me; T used to ‘ask his Greek servant
Michael (a sumple fellow, incapable of any invention) about
the same circumstance, and must say, that he commonly
agreed with his master, as to the chief points. The de-
scription Mr. Bruce makes concerning the bloody banquet
of live oxen among the natives, he happened never to men-
tion to me, else I could have made the same inquiry ; butl
heard not only this servant, but many eye wi;xxéssgs," often

gpeak of the Abyssinians eating raw meat.”

« Gen. IX. 21— And he drank of the wine and was drunken.”

Numerous passages might be selected from the sacred
‘bO_Oks of the Hindus, in which there appears an extraordinary
Coincidence with some parts of the Sacred Scriptures. Itis
admitted by those who are best acquainted with the heathen
Tecords, that the similarity is not merely casual, but that the
facts and circumstances, thus detailed, had been in some way,

owever remote and traditional, derived from the Divine
original. 'The following extract fram the Padmapuran, of
Which the translation is minutely exact, may afford a speci-
Men of these conformities, which are strongly corroborative
of the truth of the Mosaic history- It is evidently the his-
tory of Noah and his sons just atter the flood.

Ist. «To Satyavarman, that sovereign of the whole earth,
Were born three sons ; the eldest, Sherma; then C’ Harma;
and thirdly Jya’ Peti by name. '
1 2. «They were all men of gopd morals, excellent in vir-
‘0e and virtuous deeds, skilled in the use of weapons t¢
Strike with or to be thrown ; brave men, eager for victorf
In hattle. i
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3d. “ But Satyavarman, being continually delighted witk
devout meditation, and seeing his sous fit for dominion, laid
upon them the burden of government.
~_Ath. < Whilst he remained 'Lonouring and satisfying the
Gods, and priests with kine. One day, by the act of desti-
ny, the King having drunk mead, '
~ 5th. «“ Became senseless, and lay asleep naked : then was
he seen by C’ Harma, and by him were his two brothers
called. ' ' ‘ ’ o
~ 6tlt. “'To whom he said, what now has befallen? in what
state is this our sire? By those two was he hidden with
clothes, and called to his senses égain and again.’ '
Tth. “Having recovered his intellect, and perfectly
knowing what had passed, he cursed'C’ Harma, saying,
thou shalt be the servant of servants,
*8th. “ And, since thou wast a laughter in their presence,
from laughter thou shalt acquire a name.  Then he gave to
Sherma the yvide domain on the south of the snowy mountain,
9th. ¢ And to Jya’ Peti he gave all on the north of the
snowy mountain ; but he, by the power of religious contem-
plation, attained supreme bliss.” o s ‘ '

HISTORY OF LUCY CLARE.

“There is in my parish,” said my goed old fricnd, « At
some distance from the Village and the Church, or from any
high road, a very deep valley, rendered shady by the Cop-
pices and Orchards which are upon the declivity of the hill
on both sides. At the mouth of this runs the river, and in
its depthis a high rock, from which falls a Spring of wvery
clear and cold water. ‘ '

When first I came to my living, there were two black
timbered Cottages standing upon the shelving part of the
rocks, one of which was much above the other,, but each
had a sloping garden, with flowers, fruit trees, and bee hives;
also a few hops were caltivated in these gardens, which
crept about the rock and hung down from the highest part
of it—One of these Cottages still remains, having been
lately repaired : but the other, which was the higher of the
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two, was only inhabited a few years after my time, and isso
fallen to ruin that it cannot now be used, even as a Stable
for Cattle. ,

In the lowest of these Cottages lived a person of the name
of Lucy Clare. When I first came to the living she wag
still o young and very comely woman, and in her counte-
Nance heamed a soul renewed by grace. Shehad the charge
of two orphan girls, to whom she “acted the part of a most
tender mother, bringing them up in the nurture and ad-
Ionition of the Lord.

My wife and I, not unseldom, in suramers’ evenings,
Would take a walk to see Lucy Clare, and would sit and
talk with her in her little neat and beautiful Cottage. Her
Conversation was wonderfully pleasing, abounding with
Plous sentiments, for she seldom spoke of worldly matters.

tappeared that she had received an education above the
Common sort ; but we never knew what had been her his-
lory, till we visited her in her last illness, which being a lii-
gering one, afforded me many opportunities for prayer and
Lonversation with her. She was not forty years of age at
ter death ; and, as 1 before remarked, was to the last a ve-
%Y comely woman, but to proceed to her account of herself.

LUCY CLARE’S ACCOUNT OF HERSELF.

* My Father and Uncle” said Lucy Clare, “came from
the North Country, on foot, to offer their help to King
Ames ; who, as they had been told in their own land, was
Very ill used by his disloyal subjects here. '
hey were both very young when they set out from the
Place of their birth, and were withal very poor ; but they
Ought that they could do much for their King, with the
ut stave they brought with them.
brosut as they travelled through this country, the younger
Tother fell sick ; and the elder, having lodged hun upon
Z‘;,me hay in a Barn, went from house to house, to beg a bit
th bregd for him, but many refused him charity, because
" Y did not love the King in whose cause they came to
f§ht, for he would not conceal who he was, nor the purpose
¥ Which he came to England.

(To be continued.)
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BRITISH NATIONAL EDUCATION
’ SOCIETY.
( Concluded.)

The visitors to the school during
the year, whose signatures appear
in the Register Book, amount to
4224 ; being 302 more than in'the
year preceding. '

Traim‘ng of Masters and Mistresses.

" The number of masters admitted
during the year, and either retained
in the service of the Society, or in-
- structed in the system on specialap-
plication of clergymen and others,
has been 113 ; of mistresses, 56.
Boy: and girls from the Central
School have organized 39 schools in
different paris of the country.

Ou the whole, net less than 209
schools have, during the last year,
received the National System by di-
rect eommunication from the Cen-
tral School ; and among the places
which have thus been benefitted,are
to be numbered many large popu-
Yous towns; as Leids, Leicester,
Gloucester, Lancaster, Carlisle,
Bath, and Colchester. '

PROGRESS OF THE SYSTEM AT HOME.
The progress of the system is ac-
celerated, the rate of it increasing
from year to year. At the last anni-
versary, the union of 192 new schools
was reported : during the present
ear,253 have been added ; carrying
the total number to 1009, in which
about 155,000 scholars are receiving
education. If to these be added the
children in schools conducted on the
principles of the Seciety, though not
united to it, it will be fonnd ¢ that
nearly 200,000 poor children in this
kingdom are at this time imbibing
the elements of useful instructiop on
the National System.

PROGRESS OF THE SYSTEM ABROAD.
Bahamas, Nova Scotia, & the Cape.

The system is extending itself to
the British dependencies in the most

British National Education Sociciy.

distaut partsof the world. Mr. Wils
liam Cooper, formerly ene of the So~
ciety’s training masters, is successe
fully exerting himself in the Baha-
mas, in the ogganzination of schools
for the children of both white and
black parents. Mr. William West,
a training master, has been sent te
Halifax, in Nova Scotia, and is vi~
gorously introducing the system, un-
der the patronage of the local autho-
rities, into that province. Theschool
at the Cape of Good Hope, formed
by Mr. Van Wageunioge, from the
Central School, proceeds with grea§
success, under the superintendence
of the Senior Chaplain, Dir. Joues,
notwithstanding the lawentable
death of Mr. Van Wageninge.
India.

To the East-Indies, where Doctor
Bell first proved and cuitivated thi$
system, the fairest prospect is no#
opening, that it will be transporte
back from this country, to become
the instrument of the most valuablg
blessings. The Bishop of Calcuttay
in aletter received in May last, made
a request to the committee, that two
persons, properly instructed in the
National System, might be sent out
to Calcutta. The committee, ag°
cordingly, have lost no time in pro-
viding two competent persons, who
have gone through a regular cours®
of instruction at the Central Schools
and have now embarked for Calcuy’
ta. At Bombay a similar prospect
is opening. By a letter receive
from the Rev. Archdeacon Barness
at that Presidency, it appears that®
school has there been opened on the
National System, and most liberall
supported by voluntary subscription®
He expresses the hope, that a mas*
ter, trained in the Central SchOf’”
may, ere long, be obtained to 8“'«’
full effect to the plan. )

But it is not to Eurepeans only i':
India that there is a prospect of ““ﬁ‘
parting the blessings of this syst€
of education. At Chinsurab,iot
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Province of Bengal, and in the sur-
f°uﬂding villages, schools have re-
Cently been established on a plan
Which corresponds,, in its leading
®atures, with that pursued by Dr.
Bell, for conveying elementary in-
Struction to the children of the poor
Batives, Thefbvernment of India
have approved the measure, and
Sanctioned it with their support,
1th the view of extending the plan
{0 other parts of those vast territo-
tles, on the success of the experi-
men]:beingfurtherconﬁrmed. Thus,
‘yopeping the mjuds, and improving
¢ general character of the natives
o Indis, the period may be ap-
p’O&ching, when, in the words of Mr.
Orbes, the commissioner of that
i’"’jinte,’ ¢ they shall derive, from
ir intercourse with us, benefits,
hich the vicissitudes of the world,
d the revolution of empires, shall
R0t be ablé to efface.”
Russia.

Nor is the diffusion of this sys-
tem from the National Society con-
Bed evem to the British depeoden-
Fles; itis about to be introduced into
. € vast empire of Russia, under the
Xpressauthority of the Emperor. In
Pril Jast, his Excellency Count
a'"_en, the Russian Ambassador,
*Pplied, by command of the Empe-
Ts to his Grace the Archbishop of
terbyry, for permission that four
i:t“ﬂg Rugssians should be admitted
t° the Central School, to be in-
‘hr“Cted in the National System, for
ii:, Purpose of carrying it into Rus-
ted They were accordingly admit-
on ihe 14th of April. Their at-
-Btion to the Business of the school,
2 the whole of their behavieur,
¢ been most exemplary ; and
oo have, at the same time, nearly
s ?t:"‘ed perfect instruction in the
By lm" When they first arrived in
q‘-‘f. and, they were wholly unac-
'oted with the English language ;
g’ I the clear articulation enfor-
“ iR the Nutional Schools, and in

sther circumstances connected with
their mode of instruction, they rave
found great facilities in dy.quiring the
language, and have rapidly impicva
ed, both in readidg and understand-
ingit,ina surprising manner. _

In addition to this great design of
the Imperial Government of Russia,
Count Romanoff, the Chancelloy of
the Empire, ptoposes to introduce
the system upon the large estates in
Siberia. e has engaged an English-
man for this purpose, who is now ree
ceiving instruction in the Central
School, and will shortly proceed on
his destination.

On the general progress of the in«
stitution, the committee remark—

The interesting details which have
now been given, are indeed calcu-
lited to awaken the most lively feel«
ings of satisfaction in a]l who have
been instrumental in furthering the
great designs of the National Socie-
ty. They not only prove that this
society has succeeded, beyond hope,
in prometing the instruction of the
poor at home in the principles of
genuine christianity ; but that its be.
neficent influence is circumscribe
within no limits ; that its blessings
are diffusiug themselves over every
partof the habitable globe ; and that
it seems destined, under the favour
of Divine Providence, to become the
powerful instrument of exalting the
social character of man. and promo-
ting his lasting happincss.

PECUNTARY GRANTSs. )
The principal grants of the year
for the erection of school rooms are
articularized. These grants have
geea in number, 61 ; of these, three
have been of £200, one of £150,and
twelve of £100 each 5 and the wholé
amount paid under this head, as ape
pears from the cashaccount, has been
£3635 10s.
, PUNDS.
A benefaction of £100 from the
late Princess Chailotte, wita otas€



liberal donations, and a legacy of
£1000 3 per cents. by the late Rev.
Dr. Bell, Prebendary of Westmin-
ster, are reported. The unappro-
priated sum, hewever, now remain-
ing with the society does not ex-
ceed £3000. The annuval subscrip-
tions are insufficient to meet the an-
nual expenses of the Central Insti-
tution, ané those connected with
the geueral business of the society,
}'hese amounted last year to more
than £2500, of which the expenses
of the traihing master and the other
charges of the Central 8chool were
£1830, and the incidentals £720,

while the annual subscriptions a--

mount to but between £1400 and
£1500, thus leaving 2n annual defi-
ciency of upwards ef £1200, which,
together with grants in aid of schools
in union, has Litherto been supplied
outof the capital stock of the society.
__ The committee appeal forcibly on
this subject te the members of the
society and the public, and remind
them— o
That the suni originally-contribu-

ted amounted to about £24,000,and
that, on this sum being exhausted,
and a second appeal made to the li-
berality of the public, a further sum
of above 9000 was subscribed, of
which less than £3000 remain at
this time in hand—that, by means
pf the sum thus expended, the Na-
2ional Society has directly, by grants
of money, contributed to the erec-
tion and enlargement of above 230
schools in different parts of the king-
dom ; and has trained, in its Cen-
tral School, no less than 530 mas-
ters, and above 210 mistresses, all
of whom have been employedin ma-
naging Natienal Schools in vatious

places.

_ After stdting the number of scho-
lars, as above reported, the commit-
tee observe—

With this imost satisfactory state-

ment of all that has been done, they
trust that they may justly glory in
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the expenditure of their fuuds; and
consider. their present poverty =3

the means and the pledge of future
wealth. . They hope that the solid
proof, which is hereby affarded of the
extensive good that has been effect-
ed, will furnish the most powerful
of all indiacements with the pablicy
to maintain and replenish thosé
sources from which it has been de-
rived, , . ;

With these impressions, the com«
mittee will continue, in the exercise
of their best discretion, to execute
the trust reposed in them ; and to
dispense the remaining funds of the
society in that thanner which shall
appear most conducive to the great
purposes for which those funds have
been previded. ;

APPENDIX. :

Among the various matters con*
tained in the appendix, we shall no*
tice the two principal.

The usual detailed account of the
state of the schools in union with the
soclety, occuples 95 pages. The
statements are given in the tabulef
form, and show—the places, the kind
of schools, whether daily, Sundayy,
evening, &c. the number of boysi
the number of girls ; the total num*
ber ; donations; and annual sub”,
scriptions. By a little mauagements
these tabular statements wmight D®.
compressed, with advantage, int?
much less than half the space whick
they now occupy.

Extracts are also given in the Al?;
pendix, as usual, from the reports 9°
the secieties and schools in unio?’
These occupy, in the present appe?”
dix, 78 pages ; and contain sa’(i’sf":
tory details of the progress and
cieucy of the system, with many “9";
ful suggestions. Under the head ¢
©loucester, a forcible statemest !
given of the benefits of educaticﬁg‘a
an * Extract from Mr. Baron G#
row’s Charge to the Grand Jury,
the Gloucester Assizes, on Mondsf?
August 18, 1817,




