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“HYMN TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.

‘o And there shall come forth a rod out of the root of Jease:
and a flower shall rise up out of this root ; and the apirit
of the Lord shall rest upon him.”—Isaias, Ch. 11.v.1,2,

Sweet low’s, the farest ever blown
Wll.li’o 8 bnln’; s‘ ovely vale :'dc 2
3¢ tagrance, wide aroun
Perfumes 5\0 wga'a?ng?gale !

By sacred Sion's sainted bands
In strain prophetic sung ;

At léngth from Jesse's regal root
All pure and spotless sprung !

The Heav’ns to nurse thy &eu;iving stem,
Dizlt;ill’gi Lheir.b hta;m : 10
And, hov'ring o’er owe!
The ethetinl spisit fow: &
NotEden, intier bfooﬁ:inf hausts,
Withall her flow’rs so fair, B
Could boast a flow’r 29 ehoice as thine,
Forworth and beanty tate.

’Tmzh%tﬁestem&omhm’zwot,
God’s Virgi

Jpnsd
And he the flow’s, hisr Soa Diving,
Byﬂltl;cgp?_et’s smog. .

Trozh the London Catholic Miscellany.
DIFFICULTIES OF PROTESTANTISM.

ProresTanTiny pecessarily labours under the dis-
advantage of all systems founded on negatives s it
1 instable, because, being only a reformed ereed,
men will entertain adverse opinions respecting the
extent of the original reformation, and suggest fur-
ther improvements ; and it roust always continue
scctarian, because jts very existence depends on
the permanency of that religion from which it se-
parated. To appreciate- its doctrines properly;
you must familiarize yourself wath the tenets of the
church which it impugas; and, were it possible
for these 10 become, as 1t were, extinet, Protestants
must, at once, dissolve, .or, at least, scparate-into
wectarian pasticles, without any bond of unity, or
possibility of perpetuating their doctznes.

Dr. Burgess was quite correct in stating that
Protestantism was an abjuration of Popery ; there
& nothing original gbout itz its ongin was negative,
and caa be trpced tomen wha called themselves
Latholic reformers. The name. which, in fond-
Ress, they gave themselves, sufliciently. testifics the
sature of their opinions, and theirbelief in the Apos-
folic descent of the church, which they wished to
uwprove,  Gircurostances prodyced in them a.more

'KINGSTON, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1830.

daring mind, and the new doctrines which they
promulgated in a spirit of envy and detraction, have
been ever since supported, by a mental delusion,
which has its foundation in popularigvorance. As
long as Catholicism could be misrepresented with
impunity, Protestantism did not want adherents :
men were impelled into its folds by fear, and the

|| Pope was the raw-head-and-bloody-bones which

was being perpetually conjured up to fright the peo-
ple into spiritualipropriety. It is notin the nature
of things that children of dissgnt could maintain
their ground if people were placed in a condition
which would admit them to exgqmine, dispassion-
ately, the claims of the mother clyurch and the se-
paratists. Christiznity is nota thing that admits of]

NOO Sc

neither any Catholic avriter, nor any well instruct-
ed Catholic. He neither suspeets,—as he would
do in any other case of violent accusation,—that
the imputations may be fulsc ; or that the charges
may be exaggerated. Imposed upon by the defec-
tiveness of his early education ;—deceived by = set
of preachers, who are, themselves,the dupes of ig-
norance and prejudice ;5 cheated by works which
are theeffusions of hostility, bigotry,.and interest ;
he lives on, calmly and imprudenﬁ}y, contented and
secure—violating, alike, both his-own prineiples,
which bid him discuss before he believes, and the
res of justice, which coramand’him to listen to
the accused, ere he ventures fo copidernn.  Ido not
suy, that having done this~having studied our re-

improvement : being a revélation it was originglly
perfeet ; and having béen enfopeed by the life, mi-
racles, and deatli ol tlie RedesnggTit iy nothing less
than gross impiety 20 suppose, {02 ¢n instant, that
E would establish a church which f}'x:g'fjlt,' éven by
possibility, need reform—not in diséipline—butin
doétrinal mattérs. “This isen argument which sug-
gests itself, at onee, to every capacity ; which can.
not be resisted, when fairly stated ; and which must
for ever operate against the stability of Protestant-
ism.  Dr, Fletcher remarks

““There are various causes, however,~-although
¥shall not enumerate them,~—~why the Protestant
refiises to investigate the claims, and discuss the
character of the Cutholic Relimion. One of these,
for I will just cite one or two of them,~is the izno-
rarice,~—the strange, the false, the preposterous no-
tiony, which hie entertains of out satred institution.
For, althiouglhi there be, perhaps, nb subject that is
mofe Tamiliar fo bim than that of <Popery,;"—none
'upon which he divélls more delightfiilly, and disser-
tates miote fluenitly, {3 is the constant topic of his
 conversations, and the favourite théme of his invecs
vés}<yet it is trie that there is no one subject
upon which his ignorance is more pitiful, and his

happily but o0 naturdl. For, not oply is the
whole educatioh of the Fotestant~—(1 speak with
some exceptions,}—from the very lapof the nurse
to the completion of his studies in the schools, 2

fisystem of misrepresentation of pur religion, but

every thing, almost, in society contributes to burn:
still deeper upon his mind-the false and pernicious
impressions,—conversations, the Jaws, the pulpit,
and above all—still worse than the sword of perse-
cutien,—the pen and the press.  And, thep, 1o cor-
rect, or counteract, ull this injustice, he never,—or,
at least, hardly ever,—gives himse!f the trouble to

consult any-proper medium (for correet instruction,

notions more erronecus.  The circiinstance, is, un- *

ligion crefully—he will, therefore, be induced to cm-
bracg it. He may not do this : for fiith is the ef-
fect of grace. But, at all events, his knowledge
~will produce this effect : he will no wiofe contemn
| or insult our religion ; and although his sHmity be
1greater, sHlf 5t till be a less stupid sin than itis at
present. Far then, Tike the angel of pride, he wilt
choose between truth and falsehood, between right
and wrong, with 2 knowledge of'the cause.

“ However, such, unhappily, is the cause : there
gre no disorders which it is so difficult fo cure as
the disorders of the understanding. The pass:ons
of the heart may be soothed and rendered calm.
Conflicting interests may be reconciled, and ea-
mities dope away. All thisis the work of tim2;
and time, by degrees, effects it. But against the
disorders of error time has, in general, hardly any
effect whatever + because, still fostered by preju-
dices, and animated by the passions which it en-
genders, error constantly goes on inereasing, azad
ineverwaxes old. Hence, therefore, it is—from tie
fruits of ignorance, generated chiefly by musrepre-
sentation ; gnd from the disorders of the under-
standing, produced by misconception—that the
Protestant refuses, with so much obstinney, to in-
vestigate the character of his parent church.”

The truth is, thst Protestantism, being a reforn.-
ed religion, is, from the sdmission impled in the
term, necessarily jmperfect, and those who think
that it needs further reform have a right, oa the
fundamental principle of Protestantism, 0 adopt
innovations as speedily and as abundantly as they
conscientiously may think fit : hence the crowds ot
sects which distract every Protestaat country, A
plurality of sects begets, iirst, indifference ; and,
subsequently, Infidelity. "When one affirms gt
another denics, both cannot be right ; and when
religion degeneraies into fanaticism, and the wulgar
undertake to interpret the word of God,;éﬁggzﬁcial
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thinkers, who take upon trust whate'er tends to
relense them from religious responsibility, regard
e whele as a solemn mockery and gross imposi-
tien.

*Inthis country the character of rehgion has

ben, very generally and systematically, reduced by
Hoadicy, aud his literary Rilowers, o a something

atis little better than artlutly concealed deism.

Coumpelled, as these men constantly telt they were, !
Ly tue prmeples of the returmation, to allow all|

ruent to judee for themselves, and to {ollow the dic-
“ates ot their own judgment,and therefore,of course,
1 toierate every order of behevery 3 they thus o-i
pened an abyss, in which alt scets and forms of ro-.

!y confound and destroy each other. For, as no!

one religion can properly subsist but by the rqcc-l

ton of all others, so do they reciprocally expire in'
each other’s embraces, ‘Thus, by removing that'
~acred barrier, which separates truth fiom error,
awd the real worship of Christianity fiom the pre-
tencded reformations of human wisdom, our modern
innovators have gone sq far as to_have set aside!
the very lndn‘(-«—that distinctive badrrc-—wluc'nl
wints out and ﬁmt furms, the Chnslmn—the dwme'
:ad stamp of baptisin.  Baptism—which, the,
S ripture declares is 50 essential to the security of
< dvation—is, accordmg to the School of Hoadley,
netlstaore por less than an empty, unmneaning
Such, too, as this

seal

s remony—a mere childish rite.

& the notivn, which is very commonly cntertained j;

ol the mysterious action in many other Protestant
atates 3 insomuch that, in some of them, the civil

soaer has been obliged to interfere, in order to

vrevent its tutad abolition.  In these,—or, at least, ||

1 ovveral of thuse,~—if the infant be still a sacred !
Lwing—ifrehgion still shedsits amiable influence a-|)

soaud it eradle—it is to the wisdom of the civil po-|t

lay that the gratitude is due = for, it is its protec-
twn alone that has defended the rights both of the
Chinstian, and of the man, gawst the cold endin-{!
« avrable indifference of a barbarous theology.

“ From England, the doctrine of latitudinarian-|
«n and infidelity have passed over to America. It
o its nc“b-crccted university of Cnmbndnc?n
particular, that the sceds of irrcligion are sown in
tis minds of the young. Thence, they are carried,
and profusely scatteret abroad, through all the
provinces of that boundless continent. “There they
srow and develope, and expand themselves, with
" el a degree of lusuriancy, that the old plant of]
the reformation is nearly choked under the confi-
sion and pressure of their shade. There, asin
Europe, the ministers of the countless sects are
earcful not 1o shock and offend each other by
reaching a series of contested mysterics. Or, ra-
ther,—since all mysteries are contested—they ap-
pear to be mutully agreed amongst each other not
to preach + 1y mystery whatsoever.  Their method
&5, vaguely to dissertate upon certain subjests of]
morality ; which, alone, just like the deist, they are
pleased to _inculcate as essential. It istrue they

Lurion come together awd unite 5 or, to speak nxom'i thing isso potent in generatingdoubt as infidelity—

accurately, in which, all plunged together, mutual-

»,|church, says, ¢ You delight the Catholic clergy,
‘ who had long since foretold you that the reforma-

Jmen have converted great numbers to Gatholicity.

hands of the people: and in doing this—that is, in
giving them a book which they either do not read,
or clse read without understanding it—they give
them as they are pleased to eall it— a religion.’

‘ In Protestant Germany the scone, as it is des-
cribed by its own Protestant writers, is if possible,
more afflicting still, There, these writers tell us,
the very ministers of the different sects, whilst they
pretend to revere the Bible as the oracle of Christian
faith, make it at the same time, their real endea-
vour to bring it into contempt.” .

A nation of infidels, however, is a moral impos-
sibility: man will be religious in spite of absurd
theorics; and the result of religious doubt—for no-

as a spirit of inquiry comparatively free from pre-
J|judice, which gencrally terminates in truth. Thas,
the thinking part of the German Protestants are
cmbracing Catholicism; and the same thingis tak-
|ing place in Geneve—the Protestant Rome. A na-
tive writer, addressing the pastors ‘of the Swiss

tion would lead to deism. Certainit is, that thess
And I know that a still greater numnber are on the
point of re-entering that church,”

. ON BIBLE READING. )

@ T the aid of rcason,and to the sanctions of
sentiment  and inspiration, the Protestant, call in
the aid of the Scnplures, appeahng constnnuy, and
confidently, to their téstimony] and reposing his
convictions upon their presumed authority. This
‘is; indeed one of the chief.—if not the best, ~—strong
hold of his defence. And it isbecause the Catho-
'lic does not exactly approve of this mode of dbcid-
jing the truth, or the falsehood; of any doctrine, that
he is 50 severcly conderoned, as the enemy of the
word of God. This is even asubject, which forms
the great theme of these countless publications,
which are unceasiugly issuing from the press,
'against Popery; and, above all it is that which
ﬁres the zeal and animates the cloguence ol our mo-
'"dern hosts of biblomaniacs. Wherefore, since
both the imputation, and’ the question itself, are so
xmportant, I will hence, pausc, at some length upon
itberri. And first, I will state the gpinion which the

 Catholic entertains respecting.tlie sacred volume;
cvmcmg, how groundless is the accusation of our
Isupposcd hostility, either to_the divine book, orto
its circulation,

<¢ The fact. then,.is that the church of Rome, so
far from being an enemy to the Bible, considers its
possession as {he most valuable of its treasures; ‘and
:so for from being averse to its circulation, she, on
the contrary, wishes to seeit dispersed through
every corner, and cottage, of the Christinn uni-
verse,—provided only that its {ranslations be cor-
rect; and that menread it, in the dxsposmons of]
humble, and prudent piety. We deem it a pecu-
fiarly forlunate and happy circumstance, that the
Christian religion,—alibough, indeed, it was es-
tablished without the did ofany writted word,—
should have its annaly, and its written code of doc-

L,
t

f
|

trines, Itis well, that the faithful should poms

put thy Bille, without note or comment, inte the

the authentic registers of their faith, and the titles
of their future expectations; well, that, amidst the
trophies of error, and the monuments of incertitude
and incredulity,—truth should equally,—and still
more,—have its trophies, and its monuments too.
It 14 well, that whilst books without end, and num-
ber, attest the thoughts of man, there shouldat lcaat
be one to atlest the thoughts of God.-

¢ But the utility and advantages of the Scrip-
tures, are, still, farther, rendered evident from the
consideration of the following cifcumstances,—that,
precisely, as tradition serves to explain, and deter
nine, the sendo of the sacred'pages, o atsode these
same pages, in refurn, serve to prove the antiquity
of tradition, and to confirm, and strengthen its au
thority. They show, that religion, its dogmas,
and its dutiee, are, at alltimes; binding'and irrevo-
cable. They fix, orcontsibute to fix, the language.
—and consequently, too, the stibility;—ofthe pub-
lic faith.——Whilst moreover, ‘it is true, that, with
out theiraid, and teslimony, a vanety of facts, in-
structions, &c., which belp powerfully to move ihe
heartand to eplighten the undersinnding, would
either, by this time, be unknown, or ‘at qll events,
knownbut to few; they presentto us truths, the
most sublime; and injunctions, the moost important,
—designed, for the regulation of the, church; the
order of sociely; and ‘thetonduct and sanctification
of individuals,—Whence, St, Paul says: ¢ All
scripture isgiven by inspirativs of God; and is pro-
fitable for doctnne, forreproof for correction, fo:
instruction in nghteousness, in order that the man
of God may'be niade perfect, and  thoroughly fur-
nished unto all good ‘works.?. Sucli ate the Scrip-
tures; and such nsﬂwse, the notiéns, which the Ca-
tliokic entertains‘of theirvanctity; their utility;smd
their benefits.—revering them as the most precious
and important gift, that the wisdom and goodness
of the Almighty has bestowed upon his creatures.

*With all these advantages; then,—angd secing
that the sacred volumes have beenlent tous for the
above-cited purposes,—seemg this, isit not, for
these reasbhs, but'a’piece of consistency to sup-
pose, that the understandings of men, assisted. at
the same {ime, by the instincts, and impulse, o
theu'feehngs, are competent, with these aids, to
Jﬁdge, and dutermine, what in religion, it is wise
and proper-idbelicve, and what it isright and pru-
dent to regeci?—Such as this, nodoubt, isthe dec-
trine.~Ke necessary -dottrine,—of every Protest-
ant church, and of overy consistent Protestact. All
these in the Tanguage of the immortal’ Chilling
worth, as heiscalled. exullingly proclaxm, *The
Bibla;'the Bible, and only the Bible, is the reli-
gion of Protestanis.~~And hence it is, that we beur,
the clergy, and the preachers, of cach Protestant
aect, so earnesily exhoztmg their respective fltow-
ers to read, and study, the divine book unceasing-
ly. ¢ Read it they call eut; *examine it : fort
is the book of fike. Learn fromit, for i¢ wili teach
you what it is proper for you to beliove, and what
itisrightto practice.’ As 1 bave Just cemarkes,
allthis:isbuta piece of consistency.

©* Since then, it is thus contended, that it is the
pnvﬂegt, anmd M, of men to interpret the sacred
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pages, ought not the direct consequunce to be,—
wud is it not the dictate of common sense to 8up-
pose it,—that they should, therefore, be competcnt
to undarstand them ?  Such consequence 18, uo
doubt, palpable :—else, the reading, and examina~
tion, become nugatory and unavailing. Well;aud
do they, then understand,—or are they competent
to explain the mysteripus volumes ?——Tlu.s is, in-
deed; n question, which requires no discussion
whatever.  They do not understand them.—
Tven the learned themsclves, lefl to their own tal-
ents, do not understand thern, The truth is,—and
3t is tho concession of the most enlightened scho-
lars,~that, amonggt all the variety of books in the
whole order of litesature, there is not one single
work that is more obscure, more perplexing, and
difficult to be undorstood, than the sacred Scrip-
tures; proof, this alone, that they never weredesigned
by the eternal wisdom to be subjected to the inter-
pretation of each private individual. ‘Opea your bi-
bles, take the first page that occurs in either Testa-
ment, and tell me, without disguise, is there nothing
in it too hard for your understanding ?  If you find
a¥} before you clear and casy, you may thank God
ror giving you a privilegé which he bas dented to
many thousands of sincere believers.® Accordingly,
referring to the opinioas of cven the most fearnied
Protestants, we constantly find, that, whenever
they pretend, or attempt, to interpret the holy pa-
ges, by the light of their own private reason, and the
dictates of their own feelings, they not only, adl, dif-
fer amongst themselves, just equaily as do the igno-
rant, and the simple, but they plunge, many of
them, into errors, which are, sometimes, as perni-
cious as they .are absard. Their opinions are ad
various as their Tespective characters ; and as nu-
merous, almost, as their persons, Ves, and noton-
iy this,—but even the creeds, and symbals, of the
reformed churches,—although composed by the
wisdom and policy cf the learned; and reposing pro-
fessedly upon the plainest fexts of Scripture;—and
designed to create a somethinglike unity amongst
the public ;—even these are, all, at variance with
cachother. 8o that, no where, amongst al' the in-
numerable sects of Protestantism, do any t vo of
these important, but singular, instruments agre. to-
gether, s

-TESTIMONY CONCERNING CHRIST.

-The sublimity of the gospel, and the purify and ex-
cellence of itsmaxims, and of the person of Jesus
Clirist, of whose life it isa summary, are des-
cribed by one of the greatest infidels of the age,
John James Rousseau, inthe following words :
“l must acknowledge that the majesty of tho

scriptures fills me with astonishment, the sanclity
of the gospel speaks to my heart, Look ut all the
books of the philosaphers, with all their pomp, and
vou willfind them little and mean, If comparéd
with this. Is it possible that a book at once s0su-
blime and so simple, can be the production of men?
Is it possible that he, whose history is here given,
should be nothing more thanman ? » Is this the tose
of anenthusiast or an ambitious-sectary 2 What
~ Awilness, what purity inhis morals ! What unc-

tion inhis instructions-!  What dignity in his max-

ims ! What profound wisdom in his discoursey !
What presence of mind, what wariness and exact-
ness in his answers! And what command over
his passions !—Where is the man, whereis the sage,
who knows how to act, tv suffer, and to die, with-
out either weakness, or ostentation 2 When Plato
describes his imaginary just man Jaden with all
the ignominy of guilt, thougb really deserving all
the honors and rewaads of virtue, e Jraws Jesus
Christ at every stroke. The resemblance is so
striking, that all the fathers have teken nofice of it,
and it is not possible for any one to be deceived by
it.—~How great must be the prejudices, how great
the blindness of the man, who durst compare the
Son of Sophronisca with the Son of Mary? How
great a difference is there between the one and the
other ! Socrates dying without pain, and without
ignominy, easily supported his character to the
last ; and if this easy death had not crowned his
life, we'mightdoubit whether Socrates with all his
wisdom, had been any thing more than a mere so-
phist. They say, heinvented the rules called Mo-
ral Philosophy. Butothers had first reduced those
tules to practice, he did nothing” more than say
what they had done, and turn their examples into
lessons. Aristides had been just, before Socrates
bad said what justice was. Leonidas had dir4 for
his ¢ountry, before Socrates declared it-a duty to
love it. ‘Sporia was sober, before Socrates praised
sobriety, and before he had defired virtue.—Greece
abounded in virtuous mebh. But from whom uid
Jesus learn that pure and sublime morality, of]
which he alone has given both the lessons and the
examples?

The death of Socrates, peacefully philosophizing
in the midst of fricnds, the easiest, one can desire :
andthat of Jesus, expiring in torments on the cross,
insulted,scoffed at, angd blasphemed by "a whole
people, is the most horrible one canfear. Socrates
taking the poisoned cup, blesses the manwho pre-

and familiars, cspecially about whatever tended

most to our own honour and advantage ; with what

attention and respect, with what lively sentiments

of gratitude and love, would we lister to the words

ofso good and gracious a sovereign ¥ And how

readily would he not perform whatever he were

pleased to enjoin?  But in point of dignity, what

earthly prince can be compared to the God and So-

vereign Lord ofall things ! The greatest monarch

is but a mere worm in his presence ; a glittering
insect, the being of a day ; who borrows all his

grandeur and importance but from the relation he
bears to his fellow-creatures: but who dwindles
into a mere nothing, when compared with the Deity,
that great, eternal, all-wise, and omnipotent being :
compared with whom this whole universe and all
nature is but like an almost imperceptible atom
finating within the boundless sphere of bis immen-
sity ; who, in the sublime language of the prophet
Isaias, has measured the waters in the hallow of
his hand 3 and weighed the heavens with his paln.
Who kas poised with three fingers the bulk of the
earth, and weighed the mountains in scales, and
the hills in a balance, ch. xi. v. 12,

Such is that great God, who deigns to address
himself to us, poor worms of the earth, Nor did
ever carthly prince shew himself so familiar and af
fectionate towards any of his subjects, as 1 Deita
has done towards us. He admits us v an audience
as often as we please.  He never tires of our cau -
pany and conversation. He exhorts us to ask with
covfidence for whatever we nced, and assures us
that he will grant it, if it be for our goed. Ana
when he himseclf vouchsafes to converse wifh us, it
isalways about otr own concerns, in so much that
ho scems to have nothing but our good at heart.
and to consult nothing so much as our weliare' and
happiness. And yet with what ‘inattention do We
hear his sacred word announced to us by the pas
tors of his Church, or read to us from the inspircd

sents it to him with tears! Jesus, in the midst
of the agonies of a most cruel death, prays for his
savage executioners. Yes, if the life and death of'
Socrates be thuse of a sage, the life and death of]
Jesus are those of o God.—Sball we then say that
the Gospel History is a fiction? No, my friends
this canuot be, for the facls of Socraies, of which
ouc doubts, are not half so well altested as those
of Jesus Christ. And at best this would be only
cvading the difficulty, not answering il, Forit
would be. more difficult to convince, that maay
should combine to write such a book, than onc
should furnish the matter. Jewish aythors would
never have been able to hit upon either this man-
ner of expression, or his sublime morality ; and

writings aod pious books! How scldom do we'

what reluctance do we perform what he is pleased
toenjoin ! The reason doubtless why his word.
thus communicated tous, 1 ake so little impression
on our minds, is because we do not sufficiently con-
sider thatit is not the word of 1aan, wbo is.but the
echo and the organ, through which he is pleased o
converse with us, but of God himself, who deigns
to speak with us concerning the mcst iraportont of
all concerns, our eiernal salvation. I isbecause
we consider the meanness of the visible speaker,
who is but a fellow creature, and svhose veice can
only reach the corporeal ear ; more than the digui-
ty of ihe invisible inspirer, whose words can find
their way fo the inncrmost recesses of the Leart. ;.
and cominunicate themselves iu secret whispers.to
the soul of the allentive hearer, OGur Lord.has
given us tounderstand that weare to hear his-word
when spoken {o us by our spiritual directars, with
the same respect and deferencey as3f it were ad-
dressed to us by himself in persun,  He whokears,
you; says ho to his apostles, hears me ; and heuko
despises you, despises me.

Lo
& T Y

with which

the Gospel bas characters of truth, so great, so
striking, so perfectly inimitable, that the inventor
4
‘ ORIGINAL.
ON THE WORD OF.GOD.
Speak, lord: for thy servant heareth—1 King i. 31
honour of ceaversing with us, as hisintimate friends

would have been more astonishing than the hero.”
WazrE any carthly princeol potentate to dous the

The profound respect and attention,

profit, as we ought, of his admonitions, and witl
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l‘.s. W ord of God ought to be listened’ lo, appears
siom the sublime and emphatic manuer inwhichthe
Jphet Isaiag, commands all nature to hearken
wialt he1s going to announce it. Jflear, O ye
tseens, says he, and give ear, O earth; for the
ford has spoken. And indeed all nature, and
even the inanimale creation hears and obeys the
word of God,

He cemmands the sun, and lo ! he walketh forth
# < all liis brightness ; and taketh his appointed jour-
ngs from cast to west. At night he bids the moon
L:ad on the starry host « fheaven; and instantly their
s.umerous squadrons are ranged an bright array.
onc of them are mussing.  ISach one knows his
glace. He calls them by their names, and they
answer him, lo, here weare,  flehas set bounds lo
*he ocean, and has made for il bars and doors.—
ife hassaid to it, thus fur shalt thow come, and
shalt gn no further ; and here shalt thou break
fhy swelhng waves, Job xxxviiie 10. At bis
v 2od the Spirit of the storm is roused.

Lizhtming it darects its fhght, and proclaims sieud
hig dread commission in thunder along the sky.—
Agair be speaks, and already it has fled. It has
setarued to the place from which it came.
8~asons at his call are ready in thew turns. The
earth at his command renews her cloathng, and
Yecks berself out in her gayestattire.  She unlocks
all ker stores, displays her rich harvests, and pours
furth her various herbs, fruits and flowers.

And shall all nature hear and obey the word of|
God, though not for her own sake, but for the sake
af raan, to whom God has made her subservient;
and yet man remain deafto his voice and disobe-
dient to his commands ¢ Man, whom God would
ant compel to obey him as a slave, but ratherasa
~iild ehould n futher from molrves of choice and
affection ! Shalf man, whom God has so much
fonoured and Toved above all the other creatures,
tre the only one who refuses all duc respectend de-
terence (o his sacred word, though addressed to
hup merely with a viess to secure his bappiness for
time and elernity.

ON THE LOYE OF GRATITUDE WIIICH WE OWE ‘

TO GOD
Thou shalt {ove the Lord with all thy heart, and soul and
qund (s 13 Uit greafest and the first commandment
Matth xxii 87.
Tiure 18 something in our very mature, which
myds us to love what i3 amiable, to admire what
19 Peaytiful, and to csteern and appreciate whatever
is perfect and valuable. We naturelly feel our
fearts glow with gratitude towards an earthly be-
acfactor. The sweetemotions of fove and fender-
uess {owards bim are stirred within us : and we are
acver easy, nor can we rest satisfied, till we have
made sorae suitable acknowledgerry. t for all bis
favours.
Now Reason and Religion teach us that there
is nothing so amiable and beautiful, nothing so per-
foctand cstimable ag God. He isbeauty itself—

; Whitherso-1i It ean proceed only from our want of reflection.—
ver he directs, thither on the red wings of the!

The "

existence. Ileis our grentest, and, properly speak-
received all that we have, and all that we are.—
How comecit then that, only when there is question

Reason and Religion, aud struggle, I may say, so
cbstinately agairst the very impulse of our naiare,
as not to love above all things that which is mast
lovely ! Not to desire most ardentty that which is
most beautiful and desirable !  And not to prize
above all things that which in itself is most perfect
and estimable ! The commandment of toving God
above all things might sevm unneccessary ; and one
woulld imagine it impossible for a rational creature
such as man, a being created merely to love, not to
{burn with seraphic ardour, notte be 21l on fire with
divine love, did not experience fatally convince us
of the contrary, Whence all this coldness, and in-
difference for him, who ought to bo the supreme
(object cfour love, admiration, desirc and esteem 2

We seldom or nevercast a thought on the sovereign
excellence of God ; or on the wonders of his gooil-
ness and merely towards us. Our minds are always
so crowded with the ideas of the vain and transitory
enjoyments of this life, as not to afford room for
ssuch pious and salutary considerations., Thus do
[we contract a habit of dissipation aud thoughtless-
ness. We lose all relish for what is spiritual ; and,

like the brutes, we seek only those pleasures that
(affect the senses. S¥ith desolalion is the whole
earth laid desolate, says the prophet, because there is
10 one who thinketh in his heart. Jerem xii.

Letus then at present call back our wandering
! thoughts for a moment, and fix them upon God.—
{ Let us take aview, if not of hisinfinite perfections,
'his intrinsic and essential excellence, for in the con-
I sideration of such, the imagination is apt to lose it-
self ; at least of the stupendous efféctt of his mercy
and predilection for us. These, indeed, are more
Ithe immediate object of our investigation, as they
!come within the sphere of the senses ; and on this
]account require not such an effort of thc mind, as
‘the sublime and abstract contemplation of the Deity.

The effects of God’s mercy and predilection
for us arc conspicuous in those gifts of Naturs and
of Grace, whichhe has so liberally bestowed upon
us. By the gifts of mnature I understand the good
things which God has annesed to our being : which
are derived to us from our natnre ; and which
therefore are common to all. By the gifls of grace
1 mean those special favours, whether corporal or
spiritual, to which our nature does not necessarily
entitle us ; but which, over and above the gifts of|
nature, God has been pleased to confer on man-
kind ot large, or on c-rtain individuals of the hu-
man race, whom he has singled out to be the spe-
cial objects of his merey and love. The gifts of|
nature tend chiefly to render happy, or supportable
your condition in this worll. Those of grace are
generolly granted in order to cnable us te bétter
our condition in the hfe to come. Now, if under

He is the sum of all perfeclion. fn him ail thatis

dovely endvaluable is centered ; and from himally;
thal we love aud admire in the creatures derives its ;'

\both tliese heads we consider attentively the wen-
| edrous effects of God’s mercy and predilection for

of loving God, we act so contrary to the dictates of

ing, our only Benefactor , since from humn we havo|)

istir up in our hearts that love of gratitude whuck
we owe by so mapy titles 1o this our best of’ bene-
factors 3 and to induce us 1o love above all hases
that God, who has loved us with such an it
love.

To begin then by the gifts of nature, of thes
the first is the creation of man.  God has raised
him wp out of nutliuy, where e tay wfimtely be-
neath the mcanest creatwre existing 3 and has
given i o dignufied being, and assymed him an
eminent vank among his creatures, 1o winch he had
not the least right or clum.  He has made him o
his own image and  bkeness, and has constituted
him the Lord and Sovercign aof this lower yorld.
He Las given him a coul capable of reflecting anud
reasoning, of investigatmg and discovering the
truth.  He lhas created this  sout immorta!
and has designed her to be for cver happy
in the enjoyment of himsclf hereafler. Ho has
united this excellent creature the soul to a body the
most comely and majestic of all others, And
while the other animals grovel in the dust; while
bemakes them stoop towards their mother carth.
which supplics themn with alt that can make them
happy ; he has placed man in acommanding posture,
and has given him to stand ercct ; to look abread
upon the wonders of the creation, and conteraplate
the stupendousframe of this universe : to raise his
eyes from off this earth, where he is to reside but
fora time ; and to carry his views towards his ce-
lestial country, where he shall live and reign for
ever happy with his God in the company of the
Angels. The Royal Prophet reflecting on all that
God had doae for man, exclaimsin extasy ofad-
miration . FPAat is man, O Lord, that thou arl
mindful of him? or the son of man, that {hou
shouldst vegard him? Thou hast made him liltle
less than the angels : thou hast crawned him wlh
glory and honour ; and thou hast placed him over all.
the works of thy hands. Thou hust ploced alb
things under his fect ; the sheep, the oxen, the
beasts of the field, the birds of the air, the fishes
the sea, that wander through the paths of the deep,—
O Lord, our Lord, hvwizonderful 1s thy name over
all the earth,. Psalm vii.

Wherever we turn our eyes, we discover the
effects of God’s singular predilection to man. He.
haos not only furnished him in his present imperfect.
state of existence with his absolute necessaries ;
but he has also created numberless objects, caleu-
lated merely for his delight and amusement, Whay
agrecable sensations do we not feel at the sight ot
that amazing variety of trees and herbs, frun.
and flowers, so pleasing to the sight and
taste and smell, which his hand has seattered so
profusely over all the surface of the carth! What
a beautiful scene has he not laid out before us of
fields and meadovw-s, hills and valleys, takes, nivers.
fountains and purling strcams!  The fire se1ves to
enlighten, 10 warm us and to prepare our food.
The earth, vir, and water, are all equally subser

vient to us, and abound with numberless hiving

creatures,” made for our use and entertainment :

'm we shall have motives more than sufficient to

fand thus al! noture ministers to man.
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But 1t we look up towards the heavens, what o
new scene of granvleur and beauty opens to our
view! When we behold those numberless flaming
oihs, or shinng worlds, suspended in the void, and
roling so magestically over our heads, are we not
fost in wonder and amazement ! And ought not
ouar hearts to overflow with gratitude and love to
hun, wlo has been pleased to create such an uni-
verse, to rear uch a mighty fabric, and to pre-
pare so magnificent a mansion for the reception
and transient abude of his beloved creature Man!
Andl f'even here, where our life isbut a day 3 ifin
ttus our place of banishment, this vale of tears, this
1 gnon, withal of miscry, sin and death, he has done
-u mueh to sweeten our exile, and render our state
not quite so wretched 5 what will he notdo to com-
pleat our happiness in that region of endless fulici-
1y, which he has prepared for us in the life to come!
O .cither eye has seen, says St. Paul, aor ear has
heuard, nor has it entered inlo the heart of man to
cunceive what things God has prepared in the next
tife for thuse who love and serve kim, 1 Cor. ii.
19,

Such then, in gencral, and sp great, are the gifis
of nature, which Almighty God has bestoweid on
man. Butif we pass on to consider the gifis of|
Grace, or those more special favours, which man
has received from his Maker, particularly such as
1re more directly condusive towards his eternal
<atvation; we shall find that they as far exceced
‘hose of nature, and are as much more excellent
"han they 3 as eternity exceeds times and as the
suul is ruore exccllent than the body. The gifts o
1ature regard chiefly, or at least more immediately
oar temporal existence : these of grace, our eternal.
i 1 has therefore in this respect exerted his pow-
er in a more striking manner ; and he has omitted
10thing to manifest his unbonded love to man.

When our first parents had allowed themselves to
te seduced by the scrpent; and at hissug-
gestion had disobeyed God by eating of the forbid-
den fruit ; the offended Deity might bave justly
condemned them, if not all their posterity, to end-
less misery for this breach of his commandment ;
or at anyrate deprived them of that endless bliss,
which was otherwise to have beon their perpetual
aheritance. The rebel angels for the first sin they
committed, and that but in thought, were imme-
diately cast forth from his presence, and delivered
overto eternal torments; and they, who till then,
liad been the happy objects of hisloveand compla-
vency, became in an instant the wretched victims
+ § his wrath and unrelenting vengeance. But with
man, who had made himself their accomplice in
guilt, how differently has this same God vouchsafed
tadeal! He who spares not the glorious princes of|
his own household, but for their very first offence,
condemns them at onee to endless misery, sets, as
twwere his own infinite wisdom at work, to find
out a way o save this Child of the eerth from being,
43 a partner of their guilt, involved in their destruc-
ion. O man, thou too wert lost, and yet thy God
has sought and saved thee. Thou deservedst oter.
nal punishment, and yet thy God has pardoned thee,

After our first parents had perpetrated the guilty

deed, they heard the voice of the Deity walking in
Paradise, and they hid themselves from his face
among the lrees of the garden. +ind the Lord
God called Aduam, end said to him : Adam, where
art thou? Gen. iy 9. Was this the voice of an
offended Deity? er not rather that of the good
Shepherd, who already began 1o scek the sheep
that was lost? He who might have appeared in
the full blaze of Lis divinity, clad in all the terrors
of his incensed majesty, and thundering in their
cars the dreadful and irrevocable sentence of their
condemnation 3 is pleased to go out after them,
and to invite them back by that ineek and gentle
call: Adam, where art thow? Whither dost thou
fly, O man; or where dost thou hope to find any
happiness without thy God? Returnto me agam,
and I will still receive thee inte favor; and 1 will
shew thee yet how much Llove thee above alt my
other creatures. Whither wouldst thou stray, my
poor furlorn ercature.  Adam, where art thow?
He deigns even to expostulate with them for
what they had done. He hears their several excu-
ses; and turning to the serpent, who had been the
author of al) this mischief, because, says he, thou
hast done this, thou aert cursed among all the
beasts of the earth.  On thybelly shalt thou go, und
dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life. Twill
put enmity between thy seed and her seed. She
shall erush thy kead, and tlou shalt lay snares for

her feet,  Gen. iii, 12,

Here he secms to have forgotten the sin of our
parents, and turns the whole weight of his in-
dignation against the serpent. He lays his curse
upon him, and foretels that tke women, the weakest
half of man, whom he had seduced, should (particu-
larly in the person of the ¥irgin Mother of our Lord,
and in the persons of all holy wumen, who shonld
imitate her purity of life) crush his hezd; that is,
sot all his craft and cunning at defiar ;e ; and that
the seed g the woman, namely Jesus Christ, the
Son of the woman, (not of the man); the second
Adam, and first of men in dignity ; whose blessed
Mother, the second Eve, is the first of women in
the order of grace ; should be at enmity with him :
and that their offspring, thatis, the good and virtu-
oug, should wage a perpetual war against him and
his offspriog, the wicked. That, in fine, this se-
cond Adam ~d his spiritual children, should final-
Iy Xrovail agvinst the old serpent, by whose craft
ann guile the first Adam and bis natural children
wewe undone.  For all this prophetic promise was
contained in his mysterious address tothe serpent in
paradise,

Thus, instead of punishing man for his disobedi-
ence, he promises him the greatest favour that Om-
nipotence itself can bestow ; an Emmanuel, thatis
a God with us.

Having thus awakened the hope of our first pa-
rents, by such an assurance, and dispelled their
fears, he then pronounces their dvom ; but in such
u ild and gentle terms, that he seems to lay upon
! m scarce any thing more than a few temporal suf-
ferings. Nuy, he even deigns already to become
their servant.  And sceing that now their eyes were
opened, and that they perceived themselves to be
naked, he makes for them garments of skins to
cover their shame, and defend them against the
inclemency of the weather, to which they were
now about to be exposed. O the wondeiful predi-
lection that God has shewnto man! O the excess
of his' mercy and goodness towards so mean a crea-
ture !

there the stupendous effects of God’s love to man.
Follow out the thread of the sacred story down
fromn the beginning of tho world till the coming of
our Saviour. What a fondness and paternal re-
gard dves he not shew for his failb}ul servants
and chosen people ! with what assiduous and
unwearied, care does he not watch over them, and
;vl;a.t;\\'om‘ers docs be not often work in their be-
halt

When the wickedness of man nad grownto such a
pitch, that it provoked God to destroy him ; having
found but one just person among all l{e children ot
Adam, him he resolves to save, and by his means
to prevent the human race from being utterly ex-
tinguished. He deigns to become his instructor,
and teaches him how to build an ark, in which he
and his family, with some of all living creatures,
that people the earth and the air, might avoid per-
ishingin the deluge which he was going to pew
out upon the guilty world.

Being again provoked by the unnatural crimes
of the inhabitants of Sodum and Gommorra, when
about to roin down fire and brimstone on those
wicked citics, he sends his angels previously to
lead forth the just Lot and his family from those
places devoted to destruction : nor had the heavenly
messengers power to execqte their commission,
till suchtime as the servant of God wasin snfct{.

How carefully did he not watch over his faith-
fvl servants Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, In all their

eregrinations he was ever near themto guard then
rom dangers, and to render prosperous their under
takin%?. He went down to t with his servant
Joscph, He delivered him out of bondage, and
placed him at the head of a_great nation ; thereby
enabahxg him to receive and maintain his aged fi-
ther and his brethren with their families during the

famine that prevailed for seven years over all the

earth,

Axnd when the Egyptians, after the death of Jo-
seph, began to oppress the fxnelites, his chosen in-
heritance ; he eends a Moses, armed as it were,
with his own omnipotence, to desire King Pharach,

to let his people n%) On the king’s refusal, he but
raises his rod ; and all the waters of pt are {urn-
whole land

ed into blood. At s signal §iven,
teems with frogs. The very dust of the earth seems
changed iuto gats and flies. The cattle are des-
troyed with a murrain : the people afflicted with
boils and blains ; and all the country is laid waste
with fire and hail. What the tempest spares, is
devoured up by the locusts. Pharuch still remain-
imﬁre obstinate, his whole kingdem, save that part
where the Israelites dwelt,is caveloped in palpable
darkness. At last, the Lord himself puts forth his
hand i;l:let%nc:e ?f,i‘ his bt;l;:_gse} 1;::0 le, and slays in
one night all the first of the Lgyptians ; from
the first born of Pharaoh, who sat upon the throne,
to the first born of the captive tomen, who was in
prison ; and all the first of catile ; (Exod, xi:.
29.) and thus compels that hardened Ix;rince to let
his people depart. - Thus did he lead them forth in
triumph from the land of slavery and the house of
bundage, loaded with the spoils of their Egyptian
opprussors, He then sends his ang:: before them,
as a pillarof cloud by day, and of f:{ night, fu
lead them on in their journey towards the land of
promise.

At the approach of this army of the Lord of
Hosts, the sea oleaves assunder to afford a retreat
from the face of their enemics ; and these ventur-
ing their pursuit through the miraculous pass, are
suddenly overwhelmed with the waters, that closc
upon them at the waving of Moses’ rod. In the
parched and barren desart the rock melts into Ii-
quid streams of water to quench their thirst, and
miraculous bread is rained down to them from
heaven, Their clothes remain entire, and the very
shoes on their feetare not worn during all the forty
years that they continur wandering up and down

Loolt into the sacred scriptures, and contemplate [{in the wilderness.  Deut. viii, 4. The Lord him-
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self'was their conductor, and all nature seems in ::I':;I;{;; ob:i“ Isracl knew me not, and my people kave not nn- lCox.nfo'x-(.cr, !;vho is also the spirit of love, to comfort
motion before him.  T'he Jordan at their approach, e R . 4. us in _his absence , and to stir up in our heart the
divides his etreatn, and opens to them a passage il 01,§?g:%'g?»e3. ;’;m:;:liggzn;:;s;n :]: P‘: ‘:‘ﬁm’ x{(t) g‘&gﬁ “fire of charity or divine l_o\'c; which hehad come down
‘tte the prosed nad,  'Lhe sun at the command ] - | . Jrom heaven, us he said, fo cast upon the curth,

of' Joshaa, stops short his carcer, and  profongs the
day, Gl vietory has declared for the house of Jacob.
The walls of Jesicho totter and tumble to the
ground at theeound of the trumpet of Iseael. "Thus
Jdid the Lued wath a mghty hand, according 1o his
Promisc, establish his people m the tind of Canaan,
a land abounding with debighits, and flowing with
milk and honey. .
Consudermg therefore how often and in what a
wonderful manner God has interposed m hehatf of
man 3 like a st affectionate parent watclung aver
hix firvourite child 5 guanbing Lo trom every dan- ;
wer 3 supplving him with nlﬁnis necessaries 3 con-
saling bl in s afflictions and distresses 3 leading |
unm, as it were, by the hand ; lifting him up if he
happens to fall, and encouraging him to pursue his
journey towards the pmnmcj fand of biiss ; pointng ;
out tohim the wayz removing, or beating downbetore
himevery obstacle that might retard its progress,
moving heaven and earth for hissake : (and all this
which he has done for the Jews in a temporal sense,
he has done, and even more, in a spiritual sense for
the Christian)- considering, I say, all this ; whatan
exalted idea must we not conceive of that love of
predilection which he bears him!  And how dear
to the Deity does not that creature seem to be, for
whom he has shewn, and continues to show so great
avegard, and on whom be heaps such singular fa-.
vours ! '
But, alas ! how ill docs man requite him for so
much goadness ! and how insensible does he ever
shew himself to the endearing expression of so much’
love! For, asin the case of the Jews we have’
seen and admired the prodigious effects of God’s
tuve Lo man ; so in their conduct may we also ‘race
a striking instance-of his hard-heartedness and in-|
gratitude towards his best of benefactors. How often
atthe very time their God was working the greatest |
wonders ; and, asit were, overturning the very laws,
of nature on their account ; did they not murmur
and rebel against him!  And scarcely were they'
well settled in the lan. of promise, whea forgetful
of ali he had done for them, they began to provoke )
him by their sins,  Yet, when he proceeds to pu-,
nish, he rather corrects, like an affectionate father,:
than chastises like an angry or incxorable judge.~—'
‘Whom ever of his nndutiful children did henot rea-!
dily forgive, on his humble acknowledgment of his
tault, and resolution to sin no more ! His bowels ,
of’ compassion are moved at our repentance ; and
when about to strike, he is still more willing to par-
don and to spare. And what return does he ex-i
pect from man, for so much goodness, for sush rn-|
speakable mercy and love ?  Nothing but:
what every fond parent would exact
tavorite eluld.
nothing, in a word, butlove for love.  YWhat mov- |
g complaints docs ke avt mahe at times against!
this unaceountable ingratitude of man, in not re-Y
turning him love tor love !  Heur, G ye Heavens, !

says he, and give ear, O carth ; for the Lord has |2onizing supplication for thee.

spoken.

alled theal, but they have despised me, The ox!

Lnows its owner, and the ass his masler's ¢'rib;"'S““."-“'i“:%r criminal. 0
btt Israel knetome 1 of, and my people have not 1en-'|dures, and even the anguish of mind Le suffers ;—
Are nut these the moving |2nd see him, in fine, give up the ghost. Shall the

complaints of the most tender and afiectionate otllmd‘s themselves be rentasunder 2 Shall the dead
start from their silent tomb<?

dersfood. §<a. i 4.
parents, of the 1mnost generous and disinterested of
lovers?  Andso much has he done to win ourlove,
that hie, who is omnguton, asks iumselt what more |
hie could have done.

£lage ¥ not expected grapes, and it hath yielded me
sourones. Isy. v. o, et st does he complain!
that inan is less grateful 10 him, than the most stu- !

pid of the brute creation are 1o those who give them fof this world, leave us orphans, as he

.most readily to yieldit?

lsent to stoop so very low !
; Y

tom 2 !though offered up together in_one great holocaust,
Notlune hut his gratefid affection ; 'iCOUI

{Justice and Peace have kissed, Ixxxiv, 11.

1 hove brought u . childven, and have ex-! msulting hiin aud scoffipy

ithis face for
lbliSL'om‘!fl he ?  And t} 1 0

: ¢ this dreadful catastrophe ?  And thou alone, O ua-

savs he. for my rincyaﬁ],[mlthu; lgdh({w’“;?‘ di‘;{;c} !;gratcful man, thou alone for whom the God of na- ||

times, he would seem o extort it from us, by the
dread{ul threats he denounces against those who re-
“fuse him their love. Great God, how canst thou:
stoop so very low, asthus to courtand solicit, or [

-even to acknowledge, when freely offered to thee

the love of so mean and abject a creature as man'! '-‘
Buthow can tlhis creature be so insensible to the |
honour thou dost him, by requiring lus love, as not
Or is it possible that
thine own creature, who owes thee all that he has
andis , whois stamped with thy own image, and so
much preferred toall thy otber creatures ; to whom
thou hast given thy angels, the glorrous princes of
thy heavenly household, as guardiang and tutors to
a favourite son ; and hast given then in charge to
bear him up in their hands lest at any time he dash
his foot against o stone .(Ps. xc.) a creature whom'’
thou hast made but to love ; and who therefore!
must necessarily love something olse, if he loves;
not thee ; is it possible that such a creature can re-
fuse thee his love, whenhe reflects but for a mo-
ment or. all the wonderful effects of thy love to him?!

But raise your eyes, Chustans ! and contem-!
plate ascene still more amazing that breaks !
uponus. The Messiah: The Second Person of
the adorable Timity, the injured Deity himself de-
sceirds upon our carth, takes upon  himsclf our nu-|
ture, anJ heeomes man for the love of us. - What |
an excess of love could have made the Desty con-
Thus man, who be-
fore was by his nature interior to the angels, is now
by this very same nature made superior to the an-
gels; he being of' the seli-same nature with the
Son of God made man : a1l in the person of Jesus
Christ he is raised infimtely above the highest
arch-angels, and all creatures, by being so closely
united 10 the Deity, ag to make but onc and the
self-same person with hin

But to what humiliations did not this God-Man
submit, in order to cxpiate our sins, o cure our)
pride, and to win our love ! e became as a worm !
and no san, the reproach of men, and the very outecstof
the people. "Pa.xxi 7. MHe hwnbled himself, becoming o-

bedirnt unto death, even the ignominious death of the cross.
Phibp. . 8.

Draw near in imagination, O uagrateful Chris-
tian, to the cross of your ledeemer, and take a
view of your God there bleeding a victim for your
sins. Consider who he is who suffers, and for whom
he suflers. The Creator for the creature : the inno-
cent for the guilty : the offended for the offender.
His justice demanded a full and compicte atone-
ment and satisfaction for {hy sins. His unspeaka~
ble mercy, makes himself pay to Lis justice this
debt of satisfaction for swwhich all the creatures,

never have atoned. Thus, as the Psalmisti
testifies, Mercy and Truth have met each other ;—

Contemplate ihy loving Lord on the cross, his
throne of mercy. See his arms stretched ont in
H Hear the rabble
at the wisdom of the
igh, hid under the mean appearance of a
Bebold the torments he en-

Most I

Shall the sun hide
ief and amazement ot the death of i
hall all nature shudder throughout at

ture suffers and dics, remain uamored and insensi~
1

Nor did our loving Lord, fipon his de[];qrwr(]:fouz 1i
imself so 4

(Luke xii. 49.) and which he desired s0 much
to be enkindled 1o the heart of man. Nay, rather
than remsain himself separately from man in his hu-
manity, which he had agsumed for the sake of man,
he has been l)lonsod to institute the adorable sacra-
ment of the kucharist ; and has given his apostlues,
and their successors, the Bishupsand Priests of his
Churgh the power of bringing him down in person
upon our allars, and of there rendering present, un-
der the forin of bread and wine, his ody and Ins

{blood, his soul and bis divinity ; and of distributing

this heavenly manua, and presenting this true pas-
chal Jamb to the fuithful, as the spiritual foed and
sourishment of theip sonls.  For my flesh is meut inderd,
says he, and my blood 1s drink indeed”  And he that eatelts
me, the sume alzo shail lwe by me. Joln vi. 10 66, 59.—
Thus has he literally fulfilled bis promise made to
his disciples, that where tteo or three are gathered togethes
in his nume flicre 13 he i the midst of them. Matt. xviii. 20,
T will not leuve yopu orThans says he : Twill come again to
you. Az yetalitile while and the world sees me not ; but
you scc me becauze I live,, and you shall live. In that da

you shall know that Iam in my Father, and you in me on

I 1n you. Johnxiv- 18,19. Yes, Christians, we still sce him
in the sacrament of the altar, where the unbeliev-
ing wotld sceshim not. There he still lives in us,

yand we in him. There, in a borrowed shape, to

try our faith, he still comes to unites himself to us
so closely , that it can be said with truth, that as ke
{3 in the hzlfu‘r, 80 are we in him and he in us.” Nor does he
even hesitate (o expose thus hissacred and glorified
body to numberless iusults, indignities and profana-
tiung, ashe had done in his mortal state. rather than
deprive our soufs of their heavenly food, orhimsel’
of the pleasure he takes in dwel 'm%l with us ; for
my délight, says he, 8 to betwith the children o
men. Prov. viii. 81. .

The Angels stand astonished to see such rare pre-
dilection manifested by the Deity towards so abjer
a creature ag this poor child of the earth, They
adore in silence tho frec and independent counsels
of him who says, ke will have mercy on whom ke
will have mercy. Exod. xxxix. 19, Rom.ix.18
Aund they look down with amazement on the unac-
counlable ingratitude of man 1o God; and on his
astonishing ivsensibility to the expression of suca
unbounded- love and partial favour,

Qur Lord besides, in the superabundance of his
mercy to us, has inslituted other sacraments, through
which, like so many channels, the merits of his suf
ferings and death might be corveyed o our souls -
by the worthy frequentation of which, we are duly
purified from all tho defilements of sin, adorned
with innocence and ‘sanctity, and rendered more
and more pleasing in his sight, objects of his com-
g}acency, and living temples of the Holy Ghost.--

or has he left any thing undone, that might any
ways ‘end, directly, or indjrectly, toivards our spi-
ritunl advantage., Not {o mention the numberless,
and too often neglected particular graces, which ¥
imparts to us ; his inward calls, and secretinspin
tions to turn from thie deceitful world to him, who
is our only true and perfect good : the favourablo
opportunitics he puts in our way to practice good
works ; and the meanshe ’givcs us of breaking lonse
from the ties of sin, and of subduing our cvii habifs;
which means, if once neglectéd, may never more
be offered again, O what mysteries shall be re-
vealed on fhe great accounting day, when the
ways of God to man shall be made manifest ;—
the sccrets of Divine Providence disclosed, an..
the black ngratitude of the sinner in all its defor-
mity, held forth 1o the public view of men and an-
gels! "What wonder then, if the patience of God
50 long abused, if his love so often slighted and
disregarded, should turn at last into the most sci-
ted hatred ! 'The more we love, the more we re-
sent our love’s being scorned  or neglected: and

food. The ox Znows ifs oienc~, and the ass lug maste’s .| enderly expresses. e sends us the Paraclete, or JGed, who loves above ali, and without all Loupds,
t .
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wiil therefore puntsh above all measure, and with-
out ol bounds, the unhappy wretches, who have
dared so madly to slight hig love, How then shall
the wicked in that dreadiul hour, venture to lift
up their heads and to look upon hum, wjo for all
Jis unbounded love to them, hus met wit nothing
but the most monstrous sngratitude 2 0, they will
« 51l upon the hills and mountains {0 full upon ”“";o and
hide then {mm the fuce of him who sitlcth on the "m{"i
and from the wralh of the Lamb. _Apoc. ¥8.16. The, wil
choose rather to be buried in the lowest hell, than
ahide the terrors of his wrathful countenance.

Go then, Christians, before it e too late, and
rast vourselves in- apirit at the feet of the Lord.
Bewiul with tears of real sorrow your past lll:”l:{ll‘ltl-
ility
to the tenderness of the most affectionate of Fa-
thers. Bem of him to enkindle in your hearts the
sncred fire of charity ; to feed and augment it by
his grace, and to keep it for eve~ afive tll it ~on-
s in you all the dross of earthly affecrions, and
transform you into himself, who islove itself; asiron
foses its enrthly hae, and is transformed mto fire,
when 1t has bécome red hot i the furnace. ‘Then
i-ve your love 1o him by your strict observance
of his commanls. For ke who loves me, says he,
keeps my commandments. John xiv. 15.

{f' with such sentiments of sorrow for not having
Intherto foved him, as you ought, and with the
firm .determmation to-love him above all things for
the time to come, you approach in gpirit to the feet
ofyour Lord, and, like the” penitent Magdalen,
water them with your tears ; he will say to you, as
lie did to that lustrious convert, many sins are
[forgiven you, because you have loved much.  Luke
vii, 47. :

BIBLICAL NOTICES AND EXPLANATIONS.

EXODUS.
Cuarrer 1.—Tins book begins with a detail of]
the excessive sufferings and versecutions which the
people of God had to endure from the Egyptians,
under a new king Pharaoh; who, knew not Joseph:
and who dreading the prodigious growthofthe chil-
dren of Israel into vast multitudes, that filled the
Land; and threatened to become stronger in it,
than the natives themselves ; sought by oppression
and hard labour, to kecp them under ; and even' to
\lestroy their race, by commanding the Egyptian
midwives, {o kill every Hebrew male-child as soon
as born.

Virsg 10.— Come, said he to his people ; lef ys
wisely oppress them, lest they multiply, &c. But
his wisdom was folly in theend; as that always
turns out to be, by which man thinks to counteract
the designs of the omnipotent, whose views are only
forwarded by the very mweasures adopted in order
1o frustrate his just and holy purposes. Ofthis,
even in our days, and in our own country, we have
Tately had a striking example. ‘The English, like
the Igyptian government, has tried by cvery ima-
ginable mode of oppression, to root out Catholitity.
from the British dominions.~Its usual Code of

Laws, enacted against the followers of that religion,{].

shich converted our Pagan forefathersto Christia-
nity, is traced in characters of blaood.—of blood,
which can pever be effaced, on our Statute Books,
and Pacliamentary Records, Never was persecy-
tion more sbvere, long-lasting, and unrelenting.—
Evon as yet, after the long lapse of three hundred

years, though its fury is abated, its effects aro felt,
khe storm is hushed, fat so agitated the deep :—

but its troudled waters still heave and swell, and

dash their foaming billows on the hoarse resounding | which Moses said he would go and see, an emblem
shore. In Ircland we havo seen renewed, ard en- || of the Divinity, united in our Saviour with the hu-
forcedd with growing rigour for so long a time, all manity; of the cternal, essential, vital and all vivi-
the remorseless cruclties of a Pharaoh, and his fyingflame of charity; (for God is charity,)--1
Egyptians ; who hated the children of Israel, andI John, iv. 8,~combined with the terrestrial crea-
afflicted and mocRedthem. But it hupponed as of Iturc, the bush, without consuming it.~The Su-
old, that the more they oppressed, and sought to des- ; preme Majesty of the vision appearsfrom the ordex
troy them ; the more they merc multiplied and <n- given . Moses, thus: comenotlnigh! put the shoes
creased. rom off thy fect; for the place, on whichthow stand-
Chapfer 2,—Verse 10.—Moscs, the deliverer of | est 18 holy ground.—Saint Bemard compares the
his people, is taken from the water; like Noah from Blessed Virgin Mother of God, overshadowed by
the Deluge, the preserier ; and Jesus, from the the Holy Ghost; full of grace, ond €onceiving the
Jordan, the Saviour of ourrace, All saved with) cternal son made man; to the bushall on fire, yct
Noah, were saved by water.—1 Pet, iii. 20, All li- lunconsumed. .
berated with Moses, were saved through the Red| The Almighty, doubtless {he Filial Deity, whose
Sea and all saved with Joshua, or Jesus, must specially favored creature from thebeginning was
cross the Jordan, before entering the Promised | man;reveals hiraself to Ioses; declaring that .heis
Land : must be born again of water and the Ioly|[the God of Abrakem, fsaac and Jacob; on hearing
Ghost.—John, iii. §.—~Must pass through the puri- | whieh, Moseskid his face; for he durst notlook al
{ying medium in Baptism ; which, according to St. i God.. The Lord then tells him, that having secn
Peter, is of the like form.—1 Pet, iii. 21.—before the affliction of his people in Egypt; and heard
they can enter the kingdom of God. their cry; he intenced sending him to Phavoah; to
Versc 15.—Moses, flying from the faco of Pha- [lbring forth his people the children of Jsracl, from
rach, who sought to kill him, abodc in the land of | Egypt. He gives Moses, who asks bis name, that
Midiun ; and he sat down by a well.—sInd the|sublime definition of himsclf; I asr,wro I ans., Alj
Priest of Midiun had seven daughters, who camei{clse, that is, was bid by lim tobe, e alone es-

to draw water ; and, when the troughs were filled, | sentially cxisis; and is to all thyt is,, the, source of
desired fo water their futher's flocks. 4&nd the existerce.. ... . - .

shepherds came, and.drove them atay. 4nd MOS':‘S Chapter 4.~Cn Méigqesgprés_siﬁg his fear. that
aroge, and, defending the maids, watered fheir |}the Israelites would notbelieve his word; the Deity
sheep. Y t in thy b

) _ || said.to him: what is, that, thou holdest in thy .haud?
Moses also wag an illusirious prototype of thelike answered. afqd. . And the Lorgl_ja;gigf;,ca_at it
Messiab. Higgpouse 100, SEPIORA, thebeautiful {

down uporp:,ti;,e ground. He,cast it down,.and al
(for such is the meaning of her Hebrew name,)— llwas turned into @ serpents, so that Moses:fled from
was found, like Isaac’s and Jacob’s, at the well ;

it. dnd the Lord said: put out thy hond, and
secking to water her father’s flocks.—Here then|zake it bythe tail. KHe put forth his hand, gnd took
again is a figure of the Saviour’s Church; tho ¢

hold of it; and it wesiurned. info arod,
daughter of the Gentile priesthood ; found by him

. e The, Rod, is the sign of power, It is wiclded by
in baptism, the fountain of regeneration.—Another {{those empowered to strike the disabedient or guilty.
figure is spied by the Catholic writers in the seven

: ) The sceptre js the rod of the king, and the sign ot
sisters, who came to water their father’s flocks :—||the suprerae authority, The shepherdis rod, isns
namely, the seven sacraments of the Redeemer’s !

crook ;. with which be rules and ditegts his flock :
Church. Moses rising defended them against the

And hence the chief spiritual shepherds, or bishups
Shepherds : The Saviour rising from the dead, de-|lof the Church, bear the pastoral staf; thé crublera
fends them against the fulse teachers; who would

of their charge and jurisdiction. _Even tlic wizards
prohibit them from pouring forth to the faitbfl thei | 313 18 o sign of bis magical power.  Moses, no
purifying and refreshing streams: the water, of

tho deliverer or legislator, and ruler of his people,
is the representative ofthe ’Sm{x'opr,: Lisrod Jg there-
which our Saviour says, that it.shall become sn those
1who drink it, a fountain of water, sprnging up mt-

fore the sign of the Saviour’s kingly power.. Itis
to eternallife.—-Johu iv. 14. - 1t is he himsel, like

an ever Yiving and wonder-workingrod fvith which
he beats dowirthe pride, an'd quashsnil the effords
Moses, who dratws wilk them the water, and gives
the sheep todrink. Verse 19,

of his enemies against him, , Addressing him, the
Paternal Deity says: thou shait,rule\tzc'ip with a.rod

* Moses takes to wife the daughter of tlie priest of
Midian, The Saviour fakes for his spousc the

of iron: and shilt break them in picces, like a_pol-
fers vessel—Ps: ii. 9. **1n this maurer has he dash-

Gentilo Chyrch, the daughter, as wo said before, of

tho Heathen pricsthood.

ed to pieces the mf%'lbiiest owers that opposed his
sway ; and driven them, Like dust beforethd wind,

ChoplerS. Iﬁ!os‘es' feeds the sheep’ of Jethro, f\'}s
fathor-in-Tasv.~The Saviour, forced to quit hiskin-

rom the h&ce of the earth.—Ps. i. 4.~~whero ato
o
dred. the Jews; becomes the pastor of the Gentiles.

now all the ‘Heatlien sfates, that perseciifed his
Verse 2.~—aAnd Moscs, having drovethe flock to

Chureh?  Of the! Rémans even; thé fighty
ters of the universe, hot.a.veslige now.remains, “de
the inner parlé of thedeserl; end being comgto the
‘Mountain of God, Horeb, the Lordappeared tohim

before him. Ho will ¢omplete inthé end,-wit
his ever-living rod, bis kingly triumphoyer.all his
adversaries ; when he has saved his sajats, the oh-
jects of his paternal solici ¥ i

Fas beajen themus small ogthe dupt beforethe soind:
rRAESS ]

he Kas brought lhem to nought, like the dirt in the
ina flame of fire, outof ths midst of a bush\and he
sdw Ihat the bush was on fire, and was not burat.

e} ind consigned fho

wicked to their place of copdah punishments” ©-
1 [ P v !plﬁz'ﬂ‘p ’l’ofeco éa

streets. Ps. 17, 43. ~Themapy hereti¢salsp, with
theie powerful*af)ettors; have fallen all siiccessitel
"The Fathers of tho Churchfind inthis great sight
30
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TEER CATROLIY.

THE HYMN AT PRIME.—TRANSLATED.
JAM LUCIS ORTO SIDERE.

Again the flaming otb of day

Sheds oo our carth bis genial ray.

Again our pratses we renew

'To God; and humbly prustrate suc,

Chat he thus day may us direct,

And from all dangers safe protect:

May ever with bis grace rustrin .
Our tongues from wrangling speech and vain
Our sight may veil from vanity;

Qur souls from sin way purify:

NMay teach us sloth to shun, and how

‘Che Besh abstemions to subdue.

So, when the cheerful da{;’s fled,

And night her sable veil hasspread |

O’er Nature's face; wo'll guiltless raise
Again our voice, and sing his praise.

T'o God the Father, and the Son,
And Holy Spirit, Theee in One,

Be gioﬁ t;ﬁv’u, and praise ascend
From ¢ creaturces without end !

e

SELECTED.

HUSENBETH’S DBFENCE OF THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH.
Continped.
But lct us follow Dr, White to England, and see

how he profited of his cscape from the Aorrors of|

Popery. He tells us that the unmeaning ceremo-
njes of Catholics had made him sick of Churches
and Church service. If Mr. White had ever done
bis duty asa Priest, he would have examined the
cercmonies of our Church more closely; and would
have found that no one of them jz without
meaning, Very many have produced the most

striking effects upon strangers who witnessed them, |

and have proved the beginning ot far more valuable
conversions than Addison’s Hymen caused in Mr.
Blanco White, WWhy, then, does ke thus gondemn
our venerable ceremonies by wholesale, when he
kanws that the greater part of them ave of the
highest antiquity, 2'd are only unmeening to those
whohave ‘said in ¢heir Rearts, there is no God 1”
He affects to have been moved with the “beautiful
simplicity”’ and “warm heartedness” of the book of
Common Ptayer. Did he not know that whatever
beauty that Baok contains, belongs to the Catholic
Missal, Ritual and Breviary, from which it is often
literally translated ? VYes, he knew all this ; but

his studied malevolenco agminst the Cathsliof

Church prorpted bim to conceal it.

After saying the Lord’s Prayer every morning
tor three years, wnd reading Paley’s Esidences,
Mr. White teils usthat he was enabled *‘with hum-
blesincerity to receive the Sscrament according
fo the manner of the Church of England, which ap-
peared to him to be, of all human establishments,
the most suifed in her discipline, to promote the
cnas of the Gpspel ; and in he r doctrines, as pure
and orthodox es those which were founded by the
Apostles themselves.” This sentence owns a great
deal mgore, probably, than Mr. White meaut to
acknowlegde. The Church of England may be
the best of human establishments; and if Mr.
WWhite was in search of nothing higher, he did well
ioturn inthere, The Catholic Churchis no human
cstablishment ; it cloims a divine foundation, and
to have been built by the Apostles themselves,
which Blr. White here admits that the Church of]
fongland wasnot as indeed all thesvorld knowus,

I, When Mr. White, soon after, was wavering be-
! tween the Church of England Doctrines and Uni-
| tarianism, he tells us that, in the midst of all his
! doubts, he presented himself at the Sacramental
table.  We should be glad to know what disposi-
tions he possessed for receiving that which, what-
,ever the Church of England befieve it to be, she
considers faith at leastquite necessary to receive.
,In fict faith is the whole of o Protestant’s Com-
-munion 3 for i’ he expects to receive Chirist at all
“in his Sacrament, it is only by faith that he con-
:sidcrs himselt" to partake of his body and blood—so
ithm Mr. White, in the judgment of a Protestant,
lmust have had glorious dispositions for communion,
‘with his mind full of doubts about the Divinity of]
fthc Son of God. However, this communion
| wrought wonders, if we are to believe Mr. White;
‘for after it he found himse)f sironger than ever in
the creed of the Church of England.

After detailing his various fluctuations in reli-
gion, Mr. White is forced to give testimony to the
truth in these remarkable words: * Happy, indeed,
are these millions of humble Christians, who from
the publication of the gospel to cur own times,
have received the doctrines of the Bible by the

attempt to prove so oddious an accusation against
the Catholic Church?  In what book of Divinity,
or in what profession of’ Faith did  he ever find
Catholies holding doctrines which by any perver-
sion, but his own, could be construed into a blas-
phemous opposition to the wurds of the great Apos-
tle, who directs us ever to look “on Jesys, the
author and fintsher of Fnith 2”

AVIS A NOS CHERS FRERES DU BAS CANADS,

1 est a esperer que tout bon Catholie entendant
ou n'entendunt pas In langue angloise, pretera son
support au seul journal Cpatholique anglois, qui ait
jamais paru dans ces provinces surtout en sachant
qu’il est publie avee Papprabation, et sous les aus-
pices des Eveques et du clerge du pays.  Leprix
d’ailleurs, en est si modique netant que quatorze
sheling par an, la Poste inclue, pour une Feuille
hebdomadaire ; qu'il y a bien peude Jpersonnes qui
ne puissent contribuer cette miete a Pelucidation et
defense de notre Sainte Religion, assaillie de toutes
parts, ¢t calomniee par ses Enncimis dans une lau-
gue, qu’il est indispensablement nepessaire d’nd(?))-
ter, pour r-fiater sur pied egal leurs erreurs. On
s'attend que Ia mpitie de Pabonnement annuel, sera

ye d’avance, ef envaye ?5"' chacun, avec son ads~
gawc, franc de pest, a 2% Dalton. U.C.

l

&he Satholle

simple means of their Catechism, and the instruc-
tions imparted by their Christian Pastors, and
80 ordered th-iy lives as not Lo wish those doctrines
ito be fulse ! How infinitely more happy is the lo?
.of these humble Christiens, than mine ' Thisis
ta true Catholic sentence. Our Church has ever
- proceeded upon the simpls method here commend-
ed: and if Mr. White still thinks well of it, why
hag he joined a communion, which by extolling
private interpretation, and making eve.y man in-
dependent or pastoral instruction, ncis completely
at varinnee with the plag, which Mr. White here
Fronounces tobe best calculated to make millions
happy ?  But let the candid reader mark well the
avowal contained in the words we have put in
italics ; and say if they do not refute his whole
book, and if it be not just toexclaim ¢ * De ore tao
i te judico !

owards the close of the first dialogue in Mr.
White’s © Preservative,” he i9 asked this question:
“ Do you believe then, sir, that the Roman Catho-
lies are not Christians He answers, that though
thehas known most sincere followers of Christ

by laving another foundation than Christ, by ma-
-king the Pope, with his Church, if not the author,
iccrmmly the finisher of thejr faith, e3 its
members to the mostimminent danger from the
arguments of infidehty, It Mr. White has known
most sincere followers of Christ amongst Catliolics,
our religion caunot be 5o bad as he otherwise la-
bours hard to represent it; if it were possible for
him to have becn a sncere follower of Ohrist in our
communion, he need not have left; nor is there
any room for the exultation he affects to feel at his
change from it. There cannot be any thing radi-
callyci)ad in a communion, which 1s capable of
forming sincere followers of Christ; and thercfore
the charge of making the Pope the finigher of pur
| faith; :m% building upon another founsation than
lCh'nst, is as contradictory and inconsequent as it
is false and malevolent.* How will dIr. White

| Thig question which Mr. White puts to bimself inthe

1 Dialogue, is as embarrassing a9 the celebrated one which
St. Francas, of Sales, put to Theodora Beza; and Rr. White

1wall find 3¢ as difficult as that reformer did to avoid its oves-

. whelnuug consequence.  §t, Francis, of Sales, asked Be

: whether salvation was attainable in the Catholic Church

amongst them, he is convinced that Catholigism, || Rev.

! Beza left the room to coasider ;and after walking about in
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agitatéd magnes for quarter of an hour, he retumed to
St Francis, a3d said : “Wo aro alonc ; I cap exposc my
real seatiments to you; I believe salvation to be there attain-
able” St Francis, availivg himself of an answer whicl
ve b such a manifest sdvantage over Beza, observed,
B must thea believe that the Catholic Church was the
true Church 3 becausc if it were not the Church established
by Cheist, salvation could no mote be attainable in it, than
secarity from destruction could be found out of the ark in
the delage. Beza made no reply 3 and St. Frangis asked,
why then he had left the Catholic Chureb ; for he observed.
nodhing but the absolate impossibility of being saved in the
Caxhol?c Church could justify sucha separation from its
communion. Beza was extremely embarrassed by this and
other questions of the holy prelate, and became towardx
the en% very violent and even insolent. But the immovea-
blo mecknsss of St. Francis made hira ashamed of his vio-
lence, and he at last made a handsome apology. ]
Libertinism contributed not a JitUe to the apostacy of thi«
happy man. When he was asked in_confidence by des-
E;es what was the lesding reason which connected him
with the Calvinists, Beza ca?led in a beautiful young woman
who lived with bim, and said *“That is the pnncﬂé.l. reason
whichk convincesme of the excellence of my religion.”--
Deshayes was struck with horror at such ananswer, espe-
cially as Baza was then advanced in years, See a full ac-
count of St. Francis’s conference with Bexa, in thelifcof
the Saint, by Marsollier, vol. 1. ook 84d.
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