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T : circumstances, acconunadating themselves to their |l know how to pass from the veil and appearance, @

AMICABLE DISCUSSION.

Continued.
LETTER X,

A RHOAPITULATION
Now the far greater portion of their discourses and
vritings were produced in these critical and peril-
eus circumstances : cansequently they must more
frequently have expressed themselves with reserv--
edaces, than with unrestrained freedom. At the
sxme time, these measured expressions, this ambig-
uous phraseology, while they withheld from  unbe-
Yievers the adurabie mysteries, failed not to discov-
< them to the christians, and were in fact such ex-

pressions as uaturally presented themselves to thej,

sind of the holy fathers. They sprang from theve-
vy nature of the Eucharist,which is composed oftwo
parts, the ono exterior& sensible,the otberinternal
and invicible ; the former terrestrial, the latter ce-
iestial : the one prescuting to our eyes the appear-
ances of bread and wine,. the latter proposing to
our faith the true and real body and blood of Chrisg
prosent, but invisible.  Under the former point of
view, it is asacrament, a sign, a symbol ; under
the latter, it is the true and real body and blood of|

Josus Christ, the body that was born of the blessed l

virgin, and was nailed to the cross . the blood that
figwed from hisside, and purified the carth. When
therefore the fathers had to disguise the myateries,
they had only to confine their expressions to the ex-

tetior appearanoes, and designate them accordingj;

as thoy fell under the cognizance of the senscs : and
the faithful, instructed in the doctrine, had no diffi-
culty in penetrating the veil, and passed on from
the sensible appearaaces {o the unseen reality,

The fathorsspoke the truth——but did not say  all
tho truth. They spoke the truth : for, considering
the external part alone, the Eucharist is bread and
wine :itisatype, figure, symhol, sign or sacm-
ment : and we cathotics to thisday frequently em-
ploy the same expressions.  They spoke notall the
truth : for they were silent uponthe invisible and
principal part, which as it /nust be known to the
faithful alone, and not discoveaed to any but the
neophytes, was concealed from the rest, and clearly
developed to themalone.  Such, most assuradly
was the situation of the fathers for more than four
ceaturies : generally constrained to adopt a mys~
derious phrascology, occasionally at libertyto epeak
apenly to the faithful, and in duty hound, on the

greajsolemnities of Earter and  Whitsratide, to

VPON THE EUCHARIST, |

!readcm and hearers ;obscure and rescrved to the
Snun—inilinted, clear to the faithful, and dogmatical
{to the neophytes,

After the lapse of many centuries, our age
'has been distinguished by the expedient resorted to
onthe part of your controversialists,who, to prop up
their opinions by the authority of tradition, have
gonc in quest of numerous passages in the ecclesi-
astical writings, where the fathers were  evidently
constrained to speak with reserve, and confine their
expressions to what was external and sensible in the
Enrcharist. ad they been honestly in search of
the doctrine believed and taught in the primitive a—
ges, instead of consulting writings in which the fa-
thers were under the necessity of veiling  their
thoughts, they would have preferred these in which
:their inmost belief was necessarily brought to light-
Why do not your teachers prefer the society of the
faithful and the neophytes, and listen With them to
the discourses delivered, with closed and guarded
dours, by Cyril of Jerusalem, Ambrose of  Milan,
Chrysostom of Antioch and Constantinople, Gau-
’dcntius of Brescia, &c. &c.? Why afler the con-
‘clusion of the instruction, do they not assistat the
liturgy immediately succeeding ! Why do they
not follow the priest to the altar 2 Wherefore not
repeat with the pontiff, the admirable supplications
addressed to heaven 2 Wherefore not advance o
the sacred table together with the faithful, and the
secently admitted christians, who for the first time
are going to participate in the holy mysteries and a-
dorethem ?  He who at the present time secks to
btcome acquainted with the primitive belief would
naturally adopt this method. 1t is the only rationsl
way of proceeding. But your instructers turn to
the wrilings that were published to the world, sit
down with the catechumens and listen to their in-
structions.  Acting thus they mcet only with a few
allusions to the Eucharist, thrown out on the way,
jor accidentally introdvced by the subject. Assu-
redly there is nothing here to be learned but the pas-
sing and trifling information that the fathers thought
proper to communicate {o the unitiated; ang it is not
at all to be wondered at that your instructers should
discove no additional clucidation ofthe subject, so
longag they persist in associating themselves with
the catechumens.  Let themt join the initiatee,and
the bandage will be removed from their eyes and
all obscurity will be at an end ; if afler this they i

the ohject thatis veled and signitied.”

If the professors of the protestant religion had
pursued this proper and simple method, they woukl
not have lost their time and labour in accumulat-
ing passages, in which the fathers referring, as be-
boved them, to nothing more than the sensiblc past
of the Eucharist, have described it und<r theappel-
lations of bread and wine, of a sign, a figure, a type,
a symbol and a eacrament :1 and catholic polemica
would not have been obliged {o comprse so many
works to explain the multitude of passages, which
never will prove any thing clse, than thatthey spoke
obscurely ofthe mystery, when it was impossible
il’or themto do otherwise.]

1 am, however, far from wishing to deal fraudu-
Hently with you, and take you by surprise : if yon
istitl are in doubt and uncertainty as to the doctrine
of the fathers touching the Eucharist, you are per-
fectly at liberty to communicate this letter and a3-
so the foregoing ones, 1o any of your instructors
whom you wish to consult. I have but one request

* «We call it also a mystery, for another reason:
which is, that we believe not what we behold, but
behold une thing, & believeanother: for such is the
uature of our mysteries. I'who am a believer, con-
sider a thing after one manner ; and the unbelicver
chinsiders the same tbin;i alter anuthes.  When he
hears speak of baptism, he considers only the wa-
ter ; but I not only consider the visible matter, but
much more the purification of the soul effected by
the Hollv Spirit, not judging by the eyes of the bo-
dy ot what appears there, but by the eyes of the
soul. In like manner, when 1 hear mientioned the
body of Jesus Christ, I conccive what is said, in
onc way, the unbeliever considers it in another < and
as children, Jooking into books, know nof the pow-
er and signification of the letters and understand
not what they sec ; and as, when an illiterate per-
scnreceives a letter, be sces nothing but ink and
paper, while onc who can read, discovers words,
communicates with an absent friend, and can con-
vey what answer he pleases in reply ; so is it with
the mysterics : although unhelievirs hear them spo-
ken of, they do not understand them ; butthe faith-
ful beinginstructed by the Holy Spjrit, know the
virtue and efficacy of what is there concealed.””—
Saut Clnysostom, in his discourse on the treason
of Judas.

1 'These expressions we ourselves are continuz}-
l{ employing. They are found used by those fa-
thers, who most clearly establish the doctrine of ti,e

rcal presence and transubstantiation.  Recollect
ibere the remarks we have made together on this
i particular,

1 M. Nicole, among others, has, with unwearied

industry, entered upon a_lengthened discussion of

[

mingle with the catechumens, the cnigmatical dis- |

&xpound them clearly and explicitly to the neo-||

courses there delivered will be nolangerto them a !
subject of embarragsment : Like therest of the failb-L

all the texts objected by his adversaries ; and has
demonstrated (the term is not tao strong) that they
areall reconcileable with the catholic doctrine and
there is not a single one that ie inconsistent with it,
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to make : which is that, if they still pretend to havoF side altdiscussion of lexts and monumcnis,lunde.r-l
the fathers on their side, you will require them to, take to prove that the doctrine of the Callnalxc‘
produce thuse writings, in which the fathers were| church on the Eucharist necessarily goes back to,
bound to explain themselves clearly and distinctly.; the apostles, ‘The argument will be aomc\vh.at ab»i
[osist apontheir bringing forward the instructions. stract and metaphysical: Ido not however bel-lc\'o i,
delivered to the neophytes between their baptism! to be above the reach ot ordinary capacilies:xtmusti
and communion, “Tell them that this is what they| in my opinion, suffice to convince every reasona-

are bound to do for you. For, most undoubtedly,| ble mind. We will then, for a moment forget.alli
then was the time to explain in what the mysteries! that we have discovered from scripture, the secret i
precisely consisted ; then must the developcmcnli.discil’““c» the hiturgies and lcslimonies.of .the fa-|
have been made, of what they were to know und';lhers, and, in place of authority, we will lxslenlo‘
what they were to profess.  Consequetly, itisfrom: reasonalone, I atart with you from a fact, and I’
these dogmatical and elementary documents that! say: At whatever point of time you may choose
we now learn to q certainty what the prc]nlcs.! fo fix upon, at the precise time, if?'Dll pl?a?c, that .
taught, what they had learned from their predeces- we are new  discussing this question, m:.lhons of |
sors,and their predecessors from the apostles. Ofx persons, differing in climute, customs, nutwnsz go-y
tais you caunot be too frequently reminded. Let; vernments, prejudices and .reli_gious communions, !
your ministers produce, if they can, one single; all agree, not only inbelieving in theclmpge °f5“l."5
dogmatical instruction of the above description, in!= stance and the adoration in the Eucharist, but }n'
which it is declared to the neophytes, before their: belicvingin them as dogmas believed and taughtin!
admission to the communion, that the communion' all preceding ages. . The abo.ve propositiop de-
is received ““kneeling for the avoiding all such! mands your most serious attention: reperuse it, be-

profanation and disorder as nught otherwise ensuc;! fore you !’"{CECd ﬁ}'"’"f‘- You have' read u'ci'
for asignification of our humble and grateful ac-| most authentic testimonies on lhtz belief of the

knowledgment of the benefits of Christ therein! Greek and Oriental churches.  You .know ihat, .
given : that no adoration is intended or ought to be upon these dogmas, they are P“’:’C‘.’Y in accord-;
done, either unto the body of Christ, or the sacra-| @nce with the Latin Churches—it is certain that,
mental bread or wine, for that the sacramental “‘c).', likcom.'sclve.s, belicw‘z in these doctri.ncs, as;
bread and winc remain still in their very natural lm\‘m.g been m\:anal?ly bchcv?d by preceding ge-
substances and may not be adored, and tie natural{ Rerations.  This being established, I pass on: and
bady and blood of cur Saviourisin heaven and not! I maintain that from this fact we of necessxfy.have
beres it heing ngainst the truth of Christ’s naturall @ Tight to infer nothing less than the apostolicity of

Lo v to be at one time in more places than one.”’*
Where will they find that such language was ever
ermplnyed to the newly baptized T The opposite is
the fact - in the most distinct {enms, it is the adora-
tion of Jesns Christ present in an ineffable manner

these dogmas. In fact, although it be customary

substance of the bread to that of the body, from
recollection to adoratiun, they must have gone nver
to say the least, to what they considered a novel o-
pinion and a novel practice, but in substituting them
from the opinion and practice with which they had
till then been acquainted, it is utterly tmpossible
that they should have adopted them u9 having been
held and taught during the preceding generation—
the contrary would be notorinusly manifestto al);
the falsity of the fuct too cvident fo adinit such a
persuasion. It is contrary to nature that so great
a proportion of mankind should spontancously or
from persuaslon, with one impulse, unite in admit-
ling us true, what they all positively knew to be-
false. Xcannot conceive 2 mun to exist so much
the victim of folly as 1o prapose 10 hus fellow crez-
ture to believe thatas the doctrine and faith of the
year before, which he knows, which they alt know,
was no such thing: and were an individual found
extravagant enough to venture upon such an expeor-
iment, the nature of things and good sense alike
forbid us to suppose that success would croswen his
eaterprise.  And yet if our dogmas an the Euchar-
ist were not derived from the Apostles, it would in-
evitably follow, ithat in some intermediato gen-
eration, men began tu hold them, as the belief of
their predecessors, although mast notoriously they
had never beenso. Thereisan absardity in this

| bypothesis which is quite repugnant te our moral

constitution. Conscquently it isproved that (hese
doctrines are apostolical, by the paked and single
fact that so many persons of the present day believe
them, as having been believed and taught in the

to divide the generations of men, and count four of
rthem to a century, it is evident notwithstanding that
,they are nesther distinctly separated nor indepen-
dent of each other, but greatly intermixed, and

preceding generations, and reaching from our
age fo that ofthe aposties inclusively,

We are atlength arrived at the terminafion of
this protracted dissestation, upun which I cntercd te

by a change of nature inthe gifts offered : it is The! linked one within another, so that a very considera-
same body that wasborn of a virgin, the same blood - ble_Prol"’""’" of persons existing in any{given gene-
that was shed upon the cross, to which we arel Tation, belong also to the.one prccedmg.. Whence
hound to pay upon the altar, a still more profound - it follows thata very considerable proportion of per-
a loration than the magi paid 1o him in the crib ; no! SONS eXisting at any given epoch, are perfectly ac-
one receivas them without having first adored them. ! quainted with what was believed and taught in the

andso far is it from being sinful to adore him, that | Preceding generation, particularly whefnhc dogm a8
.are of great importance, connected with daiiy and

we should sin by not adoring Lim.

‘This you have seen—you have heard the cate-|
thetical instructions given to the neophytes.—!
Others than these T know not of. Were there such,‘
ur could additional ones be discovered, they would!
nrt be found to contain the doctrine of your church.
For it is impossible that they should have believed
and tanzghtat the same time the figure and the rea
alitysthe change and not the chango of substance ;
impossible they should have taught that the heaven-
1y and eucharistic bread must be adored, and that
this adoration would be idolatry.

Ileave you, Sir, to reflect soberly and candidly
on what you have learnt respecting the important
queslion that fills the last five letters.  When you
bave done this, I must request your attention toa
proof of a totally diffcrent character. Putting a-

* The words and sease of the declaration, con-
cluding your liturgy, ate at shocking variance with

“general observance, and requiring of each individ-
iual the most sacred acts of religion, asis the case
{ with the dogmas of the Eucharist.
t  Ifsuch doctrines are not to be traced to the A-
i postles, there must have been some later period,
{ when for the first time, they sprang to light. and
| were taught and belicved in the world- But at
]xhis Epoch, when for the first time, mention was
I made of it, a very great proportion of persons then
lliving, knew for certain thatnot & word had been
.said about it the day before, ncither bad it been
! mentioned in the preceeding generation; they
iknew perfectly, for examble, that instead of the
| veality, nothingImore than the figure had been re-
| cagnized; instead of the change of substance, no-
-'thing but brsad and wine; instead of adoration, no-~
thing more thana recollection ofspirit, Weil then!
.Sir, supposing that I Jadmit, what nevertheless, is
inadmissible, that these snme persons consent-

all the ancient liturgies.

k ed to pass from the figure to the reality, from the

394

|
'
'jus!iﬂv the deerces of the churchupon  the Euvch-
i:\rist, and inreply to the difficulties proposed by
jyou. Our investigntion hos entirely turned upon
the siinple question of faet, whether,the catholic
sdogmas were revealed by Jesus Christ.  We have
-alterrately examined the seripture and tradition,
ythe channeis through which revelation is trans-
pinitted to us; from cach of these we have been sup-
iplivd with clear and abundont proofs of the cathol-
1i¢ doctrine: in cach we have discavered that the
yreal presence and the change of bread and wine
vinto the bady and bleod of Jesus Christ were cer-
itainly revealed by our Lord, Youcan no longer
entertain any reasonable doubt concerning the truth
of this fact.  You must now come to a determina-
tion: you can no longer be permitted to waver and
hesitate: yotr own reason will rise up in judgment
against you, if you delay for 2 moment to pay te
Christ that adoration, which hisdivine presence iz
the sacrament of his altars imperatively tequir-
cs.

To this you will reply: “The conacquence you
draw is just, it is incvitable: yet notwithstanding,

this simultancous presence in  many places, this
change of substance, without any external indica-
tion of the same, and while cven§ the appearances
remain afterwards the same as before! hew can |
submit to this, how can ! beleive it?” Ifyou must
be enabled to conceive and understand, before you
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are 10 believe the doctrine, I must at once give up X
the task: for I am acquainted with no means «:fj
coabling you to conceive what I mysclf am as in-!
capable of conceiving ag you ave.  But for how!
long, let me ask you, havemen considered them- |
selves authorized to deny what ismwst elearly de-s
monstrated by facts, on the ground that in theory |
it presented obscurity?  How long have they prc-i
sumed to reject the most solidly established dogma

in religion, on the plea of its bafiling <i: ir concep-

tions: while in the order of nature we admit, as in-:
deed we ought to do, without cavil or doubt,!
thouzands and thousand of effects, without the re-
motest possibility of our conceiving how they have,
been caused, in a single instance?  The incmnprc-:
heusibility of 2 mystery does not diminish its truth .
and certainty. Now it isboth rational and nat-

ural for us to yicld to manifest proofs, without pres-
uming to search for a reason thatis hidden from us,
Believe then, and doubt not, that Jessus Christ is
really present; that the bread and  wine no longer
subsist, because they are become his body and
blood; believe it, immediately you are convinced
‘that he himself has so declared.  Proceed no fur-
ther: bound your inquiry where the clearness of
revelation abandons you and obscurity begins it
reign.  Leave to God the accomplishment of what
he has been pleased to reveal.  He will execute his
purposes by ways known only to himself. Do not
harnss your mind by discussing whether these
ways are or are not agreeable with the principles of
yeur reason,fand waste not your time in’ judging
and deciding whetherit be that these principles
suust be absolutely false, or that God has ways un-
known to men by which he aperates his mysteries
writhout injury to their principles.*  So, when you
find the ministers of the protestant veligion dilating
with complaceney on the difficultics of the Euch-
arist, and displaying its pretended impossibilitics,
adhere firmly to what revelation teaches on this
subject.  Call to mind the words of our Saviour,
when he promised;to give us his body to cat, and
his bload to drink, and when he performed his pro-
niire, 00 the eve of hispassion.  Call to mind the
doctrine and the belief of the apostles, and the first|
christians; the discipline, coeval with christianity,
respecting the seercey that hid these mysterious

unless it be supposed to derive its origin from Jes-
ug Christ himself.

All the proofs attesting this poict of revelation
are most certain: the metaphysical arguments
brought forward againgt them are »yar from being
80, they leave them totally unteuched.  The for-
mer are within the comprehension of our minds
the latter are far beyond the limits of human intel-
ligence. We cannot therelore, without overthrow-
ing the laws of good sense, throw aside plain and
palpable proofy, to cling 10 conceptions that, to say
the least of them, are founded on no certainty and
are hazardous in the extreme, 1, however, such
metaphysical difficulties shoald risc upin our jm-
agination, they must be driven away: proofs huilt
upon facts must be intraduced inta their plice: ant
such orcasions, raise up your heart to heaven,
whence all revelution is derived; take refuge under
the Divine Mujesty which veils its own  mystery,
and forbids vou to examine it with 100 curious an
eyes place all your confidence in him who proposes
itto you, and, at themoment of communion, cry
out to him with St. Peter, with the apostles and the
christinns of ull ages: Yea, Lord, 1 believe that
thou art the Son otthe living God, and that thou
hast the words of cternat life.  This is the clear
and luminous side of the column: fixx your eyes up-
on this togrether with the chosen people of God,
and you cannot fail of being secure: whereas vou
will be infallibly lost like the Egyptians, if you
place yourself with them on the side that diffuses
nothing but darknessand uncertainty. This mix-
ture of light and darkness, which is .equally found
in the order of nature ag in religion, was no doubt,
intended for the trlal of our faith during the days of|
our pilgrimage: with our earthly pilgrimege it will
terminate: then shail the evil be withdrawn and the
truth be clearly laid open toaur eyes: then, to our
astonishment shall we find the simplicity of all that,
which at present confounds and defies the ngenu-
ity and imagination of man.

In the mean time, thus lct us argue the point: it
would nodoubt e & mudaes  belisve, on the tes-
timony of man, what we do believe respecting the
Eucharist : but there would be a thousand times
more madness in vefusing to beliove it on the posi-
tive testimony of our Saviour.. You confess with

dogmas in the breasts of the faithful: call to mind
the liturgies of the fifth age,all of which express
thesame dogmas in glowing terms, and whose uni-
formity proclaims their apostolical deseznt: c2ll 1o
mind that the primitiv - Fathers developed the same
belief with the greatest clearncss when “they spoke
fice and unrestrained in presence of the fithful al-
one, or when they were instructing the neapytes
injwhat itwas necessary for them to know before
being admitted to partake ofthe holy communion:
think, in fine, of the moral impossibility oi our be-
lief being ever establishing, such as it now exists,

e

*«For as the heavens are exalted above the carth,
80 arc My ways exalted above your ways, and m

thoughts above your thoughts, saith 1 a3y
Isais LY. v. 9. ¥ . ughts, saith the Lor

Y {{mense a distance, the flesh of Jesus. Christ should

us his divinity demonstrated by all his works : you
acknowledge with us in Jesus Christthe God who
cveated the universe, who rules nature, and who
* hath done whateverha pleascd in the heaven, in
carth, in the sen, and inall thedepths.” 1t would
bebighly unceasonable to appose our weak nder.
standing to hijs divine word:and to place more reli-
anceon aur Jimited and ever erring reason than on

APPENDIX.
Testimonies of the Futhers..

Saint Ijznatius, the disciple and successor of St.
Peter in the see of Antjoch, speaking of certain
heretics, who denied the reality of the body of
Christ, saya: «“They abstain from the Eucharist
and from prayer, because they do not acknowledge
the ISucharist to be the flesh of our Saviour Jesys
Christ, which suffered for our sins, and which the
Father by his goodness resuscitated.”” Ep. od
Smyrn. p. 36, 7. 11, P. P, dpost, sImsteladanmi,
1724.

Justin in his apology to the Emperor Antoninus,
expresses himsclf as follows: * Qur prayers being
finished, we embrace one another with the kiss of
peace. Then to him who presides over the bre-
thren is presented bread, and wine tempered with
water: having received which, he gives glory to
the Fatherofall things in the name of the Son and
the Holy Ghost, and returns thanks, in many
prayers, that he has been dcemed worthy of these
gifts. These offices being duly performed, the
whole assembly, in acclamation, answers, #men;
when the ministers, whom we call deacons, distri-
bute to each one present a portion of the blessed
bread, and the wine and water. Some is also ta-
ken tathe absent, This fuod we call the Eucha-
rist, of which they alone are allowed to partake,
who believe the doctrines taught by us, and have
been regenerated by water for the remission of sin,
and who live as Christ ordamed. For we do net
fake these giftls us common bread and common
drink; butas Jesus Christ, our Saviour, made man
by the word of God, fook flesh and blood for our
salvation: inthe same manner, we have been taught
that the food which hus been blessed by the prayer
of the words which he spoke, and by which our
blood and flesh, in the change, are nourished, 1s
the flesh and blood of that Jesus incamate. 'The
apostles, in the commentaries written by them,
which ace called Gospels, have delivered that Je-
sus so commanded, when taking bread, having giv-
¢n thanks, be said: Dothis in remembrance of me,
This is my body. In like manner, taking the cup,
and giving thanks, he said: This is my blood: and
that he distributed bothto them only. If you find
this reasonable, respect it: if vou think it impertj-
nent, despise it: but do not on that account con-
demn todeath people who have done no evil.  For
we declare to you that you will not escape the
Jjudgment of God, if you persevere in this injustice,
For oirparts, we say: God’s will be dene.”

Trenceus, in his fourth book against heresies, ch.
XVIL. al. 82. speaks thus: * Jesus Christ, having
taken what ofits own nmature was bread, blessed

hisalmighly power and infinite wisdom.®

* Hear the same language from the mouth of one
of your own divines :  We confess with (he holy
Fathers that the manner of Christ’s presence is as
ipaccestiblo.to our thougbts asto our langusge ;
that is, we confess, thatit is notto be fathomed by
human raeson, but must be believed by faith, How-
ever incredible it may appear to us that, al so im-

Spirit surpasses our comprehension,and how feadish
it would be to thinlcof measuring his immensity b
our weak understandings.  Let faith, thes, cdmit
whatreason cannot conceive,”

O God incarpate, how thon canst give us thy
flesh to eat and t}?' blood to drink ! How thy flesh
is meat indeed ! How thou, whoartin heaven, Anrz
PRESENT OX THE ALTAR ! I can by no means
explain.  But J firmly believe it all ! because thou
hast saidit. Y {irmly rely on thylove, and on thy

come down tousand hecoma our food, it must ne-

e aen

ver be forgotten haw much the power of the Holy
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omnipatence o make good thy word : though
the manncr of doing it 1, cannof comprehend,?’
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and gave thanks saying: T'his is my body: and inpthe bread and wine are the body and blood of the
the same magner, having  taken the chalice, he! Lord, It appears also, that ilic hevetics, against
confessedd that it was his blood: be taughtthe uew | whom he was writing, acknowledged that they ad-
ablation of his ‘Testament: the Church has receiv-' mitted the same, and that, resling upon this their
ed it from the apostles and offers it to Gad through- ‘}Inclmowlcdg(‘nuent, he rensoncd against them as
out the world.” You shall now read Doctor ! fullows: How come youto believe, that the bread,
Grabe’s commentary cn these words,  * It iscer- {ufter the tharksgaving, is the body of our Lerd,
tafn that Ireneas and all the Fathers whose wri-]jand the chalice his blood, if atthe samie time you
tings we possess, whether contemporary wita the j|deny that your Lord is the Son of the Creutor of
apostles or theirimmediate successors, have held jithe world, that is to say, the Word itself, by virtue
the Eucharist to be the] sacrifice of the new law. [jof which the vine fructifies, and produces the grape;
Now, that this dvcttine, and this practive, was [not [[the casth, grass, corn and bread?  Forif the Christ
that of any particular Church or of any private -
vine, but that it was the doctrin?, and the practice, l!“” things, he never would bave chosen, from
of the universal Church, which it bad received from (amotl'-_;‘t created things, bread and wine, from
the apastles, and the apostles from Jeeus Christ, is iwh'ch to form his body and bload,”? ¥ ¢conld here

:as you imagine, had an adversary in the Creator of

what we are taught by Irenaeus in eaoress terms,
aud before himcy Justin the Martyr, whase testi-
awonies, as well as those of St. Iynatius, Tertulliau
St Cyril and others, have been so ofien gnuted,
not only by the adherents of the  pope, but wlse by
the most learned protestants, that there is no need
of repeating them.  There would scarcely have
veen the least doubt that  this doclrine respecting
the sacnifice of the Fucharis was devived from the
apostles and that it consequently cluimed our faith
antl attachiment, should there even have not been
found a single word for it in the writings of the
prophets or the apostles.  For the precept of St.

adduce two other passages from the same Irenorus;
but the great pumber of those T have still to pro-
duce, admonish me to proceed to another authori-
ty,

Orizn, explaining the words of the royal prophct,
adore his foolstool, expresses himself thus: *¢ By
footstool some suppose that we arc to understand
the body of Christ, because he received it from the
earth, and that this body ought to be adored, be-
cause of Christ.  ‘Therefore now the Christ himselt
claims our adoration, because of the word of God
whichis in him.”

‘The same Father, nolwithstanding the reserve

Paul is general: Brethien stand fast; and hold the
traditions which you have learned whetherby word
or by our epstles,  But a sufficient number of
pnssagee from sciipture have been adduced, afler
frenweus and the other Fathers, by modern  divines
aot only by those attached to the Pope, but by pro-
testamts, and above all by the divines of the church
of England, from among whom Ishall name only
sae, but one, eminentfor learning and piety, Jo-
seph Mede. who in a tremtise wriften in English, |
ontuc sacrifice of the christian law, has proved and
estnblished this point in the clearest manner.  And
wot only am I willingly of his opinian, but ¥ more-
aver subscrihe withall my heart to the wish be,
has eapressed at the end of the eighth chapter; and
since so many learned and prous persons among
protestants have recognized the truc dactrine of
the apostolic Church and shewn their contempt for
Luther and Calvin, I carnestly wish with Mede,
that these sacred hiturgical formularies, in which
sacnfice is offered to God, and which have been
unadvisedly banished from their assemblics, may
be again brongit into use among us, that we may
reader totbe dinine Majesty the lsupreme honor we
owe it

Ireniens again, in book 1V, against heresices, ch.
NAXIV. thustefutes certmin herehies who denied ;
that Chyist was the Son of the €reatar: * How can

these prove, that the bread over which the words of it

with which he spoke of the mysteries fo pagans,
ventares to tell Celsus, that the breads offered  be-
come by prayer a holy body. * We, who study
to please the Creator of all things with prayers and
giving of thanks for benerits received, eat of the
breads that are affered, which by prayer are made
a holy body. By tbis, they who partakeof it with
a pure spirit, are rendered more holy.”

When treating of the sacrifices of the oll law,
he writcs as follows in allusion to the sacrifice of
the new Jaw: ¢ Attach not so much importance to
the bloold ofanimals; but rather make yourselves
acquainted with the blood of the Word, and heor
what he himself'says: This i3 my blood. Xe who
isimbued with the knowledge of the mysteries
discerus the body and blood of the Word-God. We
wili not thercfore dwell upon things known to the
initiated, and which must be kept coucealep from
the unitiated.”

¢ When you receive the sacred and incorrupti-
ble food, when you taste the bread and the cup of
life, you eat and drink the body and blvad of the
Lord: then the Lord enters under your roof.  You
ought therefore to humble yourself, aud to exclaim
with the centurion: ¢ Lord I am not worthy that
thou shouldst enter under my roof.?> Theso words
are shill used by the Church when administering the
holy communion.

Saint Cypran prunate of Africa, at the approach

tbanksgiving have been prunounced, 19 the bodyof
téeir Lord,and the cup his blood, while they do
»ot admit thathe is the Son, that is, the word, of
the Creator of the world?”  Attend now to twhat|
reur countryman, the celebrated Fisher, bishop of ;
Foachester, hias written upon these words: < Iu the |
first words, Ircnus affirms  as most certain, that‘,

ofa fresh persccution, wrote thus “Letus prepare
ourselves for the combat, and think of nothing but
huw we may obtain the glory and the crown of a
life eternal, by conlessing the Lorde——The ap-
proaching combat will be more severe and cruel

than ever: by an unthaken faithmust the soldiers

of Christ prepare themselves, teflccting that they

396

e e
drink daily the chaliceof his blood, w0 the end that
they may be the better disposed 10shed their blood
for Christ—-."

He severely condemus the unbecoming condues
of a christian, who leaving the clureh went to
the theatee: “Searcely dismissed frem the temple
of’ the Lord, and bearing the Eucharistsiill yn his
basom, the wretehed man walked offto the theatre,
carrying with him the sacred blood of Jesus
Christ.

“We are to put en the breast plte of Justice,
that aur heart niay be defended against the shafis
of the enemy-——Let us fortify our eyes, that they
may not rest upon these detestable idols: let us
Girtity our mowth, that our victorious tongue may
caness the Lord and his Christ; let us arm ourhand
with the spiritual sword, that it may intrepidly re-
p 'l these fatal sacrifices; and that, at the remeny-
iance of the Encharist, the hand  which has re-
ceived the body of the fLord, may cmbraee and
clasp its God, being assured of soan receiving from
him the reward ofa heavenly crown,”

To prepare those for martyrdom, who, having
fallen in the persecution, were desirous of returning
to their duty. $1, Cyprian proposes that they shouki
be admitted to conmunion sooner than the laws
nll'public penance would otherwize have allow-
I

“Thus;” says he, “it is necesssry to grant  thens
the peace, that, being exborted aind animated 1o the
combat, they way be sent fortified  and protected:
hy the body and blood of Jesus Christ, and net
naked and unarmed; tor the Kucharist was institu.
ted to be the support of those whe receive it.”

“The sacrifice that we offer is the passion of
our Lord.”

“Who ever was with better title priest of the
MostjHigh, thanour Lord Jesus Christ, who offer
ed sacriffce to God his Father? ‘I'he sacrifice
that he offered, is the same as the sacrifice of Mel-
chisedeeh, bread and wine, thot is to say, his bo-
dy ond blvod.”

*“The great honour and glory of our Episcopacy
is to have given the peace (communion) to the
Marstyrs; and to celebrate daily as priests the sas-
rifice of God, 1o prepare for him his victims.

Suint Dionysious Archbishap of Alexandria, be-
ing unable, on account of bis great age, to comply
with the urgent request of the bishops, that he
would attend at the council of Antioch, wrote to
Paul of Samosata a letter which Eusebius has pre-
served, and which Saint Jerom most highly com-
mends,

Init we discover the respect enfertained by this
great and holy father for the divine and incorrupti-

ble blood of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist,which he
compared to the holy Spirit,whereas Paul preaches
that it was corruptible, because Jesus Christ had
said: ¢ Take it, and diside it among you,”’~——
‘¢ By this ineffable mystery,” adds ho, ¢ which
Christ calls the new Testament he gives himself
to us in the mysterious supper.  Formerly, the
flesh of irmational animals was placed upon the al-

ter ——now it isno longer so ; but the Lord him-
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self, the Saviour and the Gud of Israel, has said,
Ha that eateth me, shall live hy me.——Now il we
cannot say that the floly Ghost is corruptible, al-
thaugh he has descended and been distributed a-
mong many, we must reason in the same manner
reapecting the life-giving blvod of Jesus Christ.—
And thus do we demanstrate to Paol, that the most
sacred blood of Jesus Christ aur God is not corrup-
tiblo ; that it is not the blood of 1 mortal man like
eunsclves, but of the true God, who is a torrent of
delights to those who have the happiness to partake
ef it

“ What a crime,?’ cries out Firmilian, bishop of
Cevsuren, is commitied by those who admit and
those wha are adinitted, when they have the pre-

symption foreceive the holy communion, before|,

thoy have declared their sins, and washed away
their stains in the bath of the Church, impiously
touching the body and the blood of the Lord, since
it is written: He that shalf eat this bread, or drink
she chalice of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty
of the body and blood of the Lord !

‘The following testimony must be considered as
belonging both to the third and fourth centurics : it
is the testimony of three hundred and eighteen bish-
ops; or to speak more correctly, of the universal
Church, becauseit emanates from the first gencral
council.  “ We must not confine our’attention to
tho bread and the chalice offered on the sacred ta-
ble ; but ¢levating our mind, ¢t us discoverby faith
tbiz Lamb of God lying on this sicred table, tak-
ing uway thesins of the world, and immolated by
the priests inan unbloody manncr; und when we
truly receive his precious body and blood, letus
wouniider them as the pledges of our ressurrection,

Saint James bishop of Nisbis, who attended at
the gencral council of Nice, speaks as follows :
“Qur Saviour washed the feet of his disciples, giv-

ing them thereby a nable example of humility.~——1i

Having wasbed the feet of lns disciples, he sat
downagain to the table, and ihen gave them his
body and blood.”

*“ There i8 a door to thy house, and it is the tem-
pleof God. It would certainly be a crime, O man
to ailow filth and dirt to come through the door,
whare thy king en‘rrs.  Beware of every impure
word, and then e’ ¢ the body and blood of Jesus
Carist. Guard thy mouth with circumspection,
remetnbering that thy king has entered therein.—
Thou can’st no longer he permitted, O man, tolet
indecent expressions escape from thy mouth.”

Eusebius bishop of kimessa, and disciple of Eu-
scbius of Cerarea, epeaks thus of the Iucharistic
blood, in allusion tv the passage of Exodus.—
‘¢ They shall take the blood of the lamb, and sprin-
kle both the door posts : They sprinkle the
blood of the Jamb upon both the posts, who receive
it with both their mouth and heart, They who re-
=aivo uoworthily, or who rceiving do not believe
it to be the blood of Christ, spriukle the bleod upon
sue post only.——As for us, teceiving it with both
suc mouth and heart, let us be persuaded, that itis
the bload of Christ. let us place it upon both posts,
hy regeiving it into our bodies and our souls.”

Kuet us hear what St, Hilary says “Jf the word, J

truly, was made flesh, und we, trulv, receive this
11¢ord for our foud: how can he be ihought not te
'dwell naturally in us, whoassumed the nature of
Hlesh inseparably united (o himy, and communicates,
jin the sucrament, that nature to us?  For thus, we
lare ull one: because the: Fahbr is in Christ, and
:Christ in us.—We are not to spedk  of heavenh
things as we do of human—~Of thenatural verity
qu Christ in us, whatever we speak we speak fool-
1ishly and wickedly, unless we learn it of him; for it
is he that saids My fleshis wmeat indeed, and my
ibloud is drink indeed. “Thereisuo place lelt o
idoubt of the truth of Christ’s flesh and blood:  fin
T now, by the declaration of'the Lord  himsell and
laceording to our belief it is truly Qesh, and truly
ond.  But lie himself attests how we are in him
by the sacramental communication of his body and
blood: gnd the world, says he, sees menot, but you
see, because 1 live and you shall Live: for I ‘am in
lmy Father, and you aretnme, and £ am in  you,
(John XIV. 19 20.  If he wished the unity of wil.
alone to be understoad, why should he establish a
‘certain order and{progression in the formation af
_lix; but that he should be in the Father, by the na-
iture of the divivity, wein him, by his corporal
tbirth, and he in us, by the sacramental mys-
tery.”

St. Basil has already been cited in the liturgy
l'which bears his name among the Greeks. We
have seen that he composed various magnificent
{prayessfor the altar, and that fhey were in great
Irequesl in the East, and affixed to the canon ina
great number of Churches.

St. Ephrem deacon of Fudessa, whose life was
written by St. Gregory of Nyssa, brother of St
Basil, expresses himselfiin the following remark-
,able manner: “Sedulously consider all these things,
land believe that they are trne, as they are related.
For ifyou view them not withtheeyes of faith, you
.cannot rise from the earth to heaven, nor in spirit
:’bclmld what Christsuffered.  When 1the eye of
Jfuth s clearly open, it contemplates, in a pure light
(thelambof God, who was immolated for us, r.d
who gave us is body for eur fuod to the remission
of oursins, ‘This rame cye of faith manifestly be-
holds the Lord, eating his body and drinking his
‘blm)d, and indulges no curious enquiry.—You be-
lieve that Chirist, the Son ot God, for you was born
in the flesh. Theu why do you search into what is
inscrutable. .

Doing this, you prove your curiosity, not your
faith, Belicve then, and with 2 firm faith reccive
the body and blood of our Lord, being assured that
you eat the Lamb itself whole and entire. For the
mysterics of Christ arc an immortal fire. Beware
how you rashly aitemp tofathom them, lest, whilst
you are a partaker, you be consumed by them.—
Abrabam pinced esribly food hefore celestial wpi-
rits, (Gen. XVIIL) of which theyate. This was
wonderful. But what Christ hag done for us great-
ly excceds this, and transcends all speech, and al}

conception. ‘Tous, that are in the flesh, be has
given to eat his body and blood. Myself incapable

of comprehonding the mysteries of God, I dare oot
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proceed : and should T attempt it, I should shew
only my rashnes<.”? )

The priesthood, raising itself bodily from carth to
hieaven, ascends to the throne ofthe Almighty, and
supplicates the King of mercics, that his Holy
Spirit may descend, at the same time, and sanctify
the gifts offered on the earth.”?

What otfence had Christ given, whose Fody and
blood, at certain times, do theredwell?—Tiig enor-

mors impicty wig doubled, whilst you brohe alsn
the chalices, which cantained the blood  of Christ:
Christi sanguinis porlafores. O abomivalle crime!
nuheard of unpiety! You have imitated the Jowe:
they picreed l{ac body of Jesus Clrist upon the
cross; and you Lave gstruck him upon  the  altar.”

St. Optatus, bishop of Milevum in Africa, re-
proaches the Donatists, as follows: *¢ What is
su oulrageous as to break, to eruse, and to remove
the altars of God, on which you voursclves mads
offerings?  On them the vows of the people and
the members of Christ were borne ; there the Al-
mighty wasinvoked, and the Holy Spirit descend-
ed ;and from them the faithful received the pledge
of eternal life, the buckler of faith, and the hope of
resurrcction?: For what is the altar, but the
seat of the body and blond of Jesus christ?

Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, has leRt us cighteen
catechetical discourses for the instruction of the
catechumens, and five others addressed to the new-
ly baptised: they appear to have been composed
about the year 347, whilst he was yct a priest,
Hear how he addressed_the Neophyfes, when ex-
plaining the liturgy: « You have scen the deacon

present to the officiating priest, and to the aftend-
ant priests, waler to wash their hands.—Afler that
the officiating priest saysaloud; Raise up yowr
hearis; for it isat this awful moment particularly
that you should raise up your hearts to God, and
bave them disengoged from oll that is carthly.—At
these words of the priest, you answer; We have
our hearts raised up tothe Lord; and by this you
professiodo whathe requires. The priest conti-
nues; Let us %ivo thanks to the Lord—You an-
swer; Itis right and just to give thanks to the Lord
We then recito that sacred hymn which the sera-
phims chant in heaver. in bonour of the three Di-
vine Pessons, that by this celestial psulinady, we
may communicatc with the angelic Kost, ond that
being mora and more sanctified by these spiritual
canticles, we may with greater purity entreat so
good and kind 2 God to send down the Holy Spi.
rit on the things thatare offered, and 1o make the
bread become the body of Jesus Christ, and the wine
hisblead, TForall thatreccives the impression of
the Holy Spiritis senctified and changed into ano-
ther substance, Now, when the spiritual sacrifice
is ended, and this unbloody worship rendered te
God by means of the host of expiation is com-
pleted, we pray for the peace of all the Churches,
for the tranquility of the world, for kings and their
armics, and for their allies, for the afllicted, in a
word forall, who standin nced of the Divine assist-
ance,”” (Here comes tho pryyer for the dead,
which T will introduce in another place.) ¢ Yom
say aflerwards: Our Father, who art in heaven.

“ After this, you hear the voice of the chanter,
who, by & melodious and divine canticle, iovites
you to the commmupion of the sacred mystersies,
saning these words: Tasle and see how sweet in
the Lord. Do you think that you are commanded
to make this discovery by the mere taste of the pa-
lafe? In no wise: but by the testimony of faith,
whichis certainand leaves no room for doubt, For
when you communicate, you are not commanded
totaste the breed and wine,but totako the sacra-
ment of the body and bload of Jesus Christ,

“ Now, when you approach to communicate, you
must come with your hands stretched out, or your

J

fingers open; but with youg lef hand supporting
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Your right baud, which is to hold so great a king,:
receive th~ body of Jesus Christ in the hollow of
that hand, saywg, men. ‘Then, having carefully
sanclitied your eyes by the tauch ol the sacred and
venerable body, you will communicate by eating
it.  But, be very careful that nothing falls, consid-
cring the loss of the the smallest particle as if you
should loge a member of your body. Were you
to recenve ingoty of wold, how anxwusly would you
guard them,that nothing might be lust>” What pire-
caution ought you not fo take that not the smallest
part be lost of that which i infinitely more precious
and dear to us than gold or diamonds,

*“ Afler having thus communicated of the hody
and bloed of Jesus Christ, approach to the chalice
of the blood, not stretching out your hands, but
hawing down in the attitude of homage and adora-
tion, and saying: nen. Then sanctily yoursel-
ves by the touch of the blood of Jesus Chnist which
youreceive. and whilst your lips are stl r:nn.s(cnctl
withit, wipe them with your hand & apply it imme-
dlely to youreyes, your forchead and the various
orzans of your senses, to consecrate them. ‘Then
ull the priest begins the last prayer, thank God
that he has made you worthy to participate in mys-
teries su sublime and elevated.”™®

St. Gregory, bishop of Nyssa, brother of the ce-
lebrated St. Basil, and who, from his great age as;
well as from his learuing, was called the father of]|
the Fathers, explains the change of the bread aud;
wing in the the Fucharist : *¢ 1t is with reason then,
that I believe that the bread, being sanctified by
the word of Giod, is transformed and changed inlol
the body of the Word-God; for this bread 18 sanc-!
tified, so saysthe apostle, by the word of Gud and.
by prayer, not in such a manngr, that by eating and’
drinking 1t becomes the body of the Word; butit is!
changed instantancously into the body by the word, )
8 the Word has said, "This ¢s my body.” He con-|
cludes this chapter by observing, that ** it is by,
virtue ofthe bencediction, that the nature of the vi-'
sicle species is changed tnto his body: Virtute be-.
nediztionis in illude transelementata eorumque ap- |
purent natura."

He establishes in  general that the sacred things,
are very differcut from what they were before the!
consecration : this be shews by many ctamples; a-|
mong others, by that of the eucharistic bread, of !
whict he speaks thus: ¢ The bread is, at first, |
Lut comman bread. but when it hasbeen sanctified, |
it is called, and is made the body of Christ.”

St. Ambrose the illustrious hishop of Milan,
shall now display in its full light the doctrine of the
Church respecting the adoration of Jesus Christ in

l

*This general description of Lye liturgy of St.
James proves the conformity of our liturgy with
his. For in his we find the Sursum corda, the
Habemus ad Domwnum, the Gracsous agamus do-
muno deo nostro, the dignum et jestam est, tho
Sunctus, the paternoster, aud even tho pouring of
water upon the fingers of the priest; in it we find
the altar, the unbloody sacrifice, of the bread and
wine into the body and blood, the prayer for the
dead, the wivocation of Saints, and at the time of
Lomumunion, the adoration. How consoling and
delizhtful is it to find oursclves, alter 8o many ages
still in the track of primitive and ayostolical chris-
tianily, and to feel, that wo still proceed in the
same order and in the same worship, and that the
Jogmrs whichw e jrofess, ure procisely the same as
thase which fifteen bundred years ago, were pro-
fessed by the first and the mest wucient ofall church
es!  Therefore the unfrtunat authors of this insi-
reformatin must have sinned equally against good
taste ag against faith, when separaung themselves
from Saints reizning in hoaven, the souls suffeting
in Purgatory, and the first christians on tde carth,
they retrenched from the liturgy all that was most

l

mo iu g most sublime and most ancicbt.—Dicd a- | heavens were made. he commanded, and the carth

i

il was made: he commanded, and the seas svero made.

bout the yeaa 400,

apostles also adored him and even the angels ador-
ed him, us it is written ; Let all the ange's of God
adore im.  Now they ndore not only his divinity,
but also the foot stool under his feet, because itis
holy. And if heretice deny that adorution should
be paid to the mysteriesof the incarnation of Jesus
Chirist they may read in the scripture that he

the Eucharist.  ** Mary addored Jesus Christ, the .

o ——

If then the word of the Lord Jesus bad powet 10
giue existence to what was not before, how muck,
more will it have power o wmake that, whiely was,
still exist and pass inlo another substauce! ‘I'be
heavens were not, the sea was nat, the earth was
otz but hear his word: He spoke and they were
made: he commanded. and they were created.
Thus to replv to your  difliculty, before consecra-

apostles also adored him, afler he bad risen ugain
ina glorifiedbody, For wemust not consider this
foot-stool according to the ordinar
man: and again we are to adore only God.

necessary mare parhicularly to examine what 1¢ this

si my throne,& the carth is my foot-stonl. Now, we

which the prophetrequires us to adore, be not that
earth, with*whichthe Lord Jesusclothed himsclfinl
his incarnotion. 'We must therefore say, that tire |
foot-stool is the earth, and by this carth we must;
understaid the very flesh of Jesus Christ, whick to
this day we adorcin our sacred mystertes, and.

divided, but ig indivisible; and whilst they adored!
himas the Son of Gad, they did not disown him for;
the son of Mary.”

 Although we may be ivsignificant of our-

selves,’? says this holy Archbishop elsewhere speak-!
ing of himself and the pricsts, we cease not to be
vencrable, on account of the sacrifice which wel
offer ; fur, although it seems as it it were not Jesus,
Christ who now offers himself], it nevertheless is he

body is offered: or rather it is manifest, that it is»
he who offcrs in us, because it is his ward that sanc-
tities the aacrifice which we otfer.”? ’
¢“ And I wish that when we incense the altars.
and offer up the sacrifice, the angels would essist,
or ruther manifest their presence; for you are not
to doubt that the apgels are present when Jesus
Christ ispresent, and 1s immolated.™
Neither Caiphas nor Pilate had the power to de-
ﬁrive us of Jesus Christ, nor can we fast as if we
ad lost our spouse, because we have Jesus Christ:
and are nourished by his flesh and blood.”
In lus fourteenth epistle he testsfies that he dai-
ly renewed the sacrifice ; and in his commentary |
on the cpistle to the Hlebrews, he says: ¢¢ Do we!
not make an offering every day!’’ and he adds,
that where this offering was not made every day,
it would be necasary to make itat least twicea

weok,

Here Iwill add what issaid by the Author of (he
books on the sacraments, because this work was
for a longtime attributed to St; Ambrose, is visibly
formmed upon the doctrine of this bishop, and can-
not possib! be thrown back later than the sixth
ceniury, Attend cow to his language upon the
Eucharist; ¢ You will perhaps say: It is common
bread; but this bread is gﬁcad before the words of
the sncrament. After tho consucration, from bread
that it was, it becomes the flesh of Jesus Christ,
This then is whatwe have to prove. How isit
possible that this bread, which was bread, should
become the body of Jesus Christ? By the conse-
cration. Butby what words is this consecration
accomplished 2 By the words ofour Lord Je-
sus. For, whatever ofher wordsare said, are ei-
ther the praiscs of God, or prayers for the people,
for Princes, or individuals. When we come to
the consecration of the adorable sacrament, then
the priest nolonger makes we of his own words,
but of the words of Jesus Christ,—But what then
isthoword of Christ® The same, by which all

things werc made; The Lord commanded,and the

X
398

custom of!
1tis!
then rather difticult to know what must be done in |
these circumstances; and for this reason, it will be

footstoolof the Lord, we read in another part I'C“V“"; learnt, that wine and water are nuxed 1 the chn-

must not adore the e.rth, becuusest isbut a creatuic:
we should, however, examme whether the carth, |

which the apostles forraerly adored in* his person, || —___
as we have already said.  Ior Jesus christ is not‘

who is offered upon the earth, every time that lnisL

tion the body of Christ was not  there: but afler
consecratim; F tell youthat itis there,  He spoke,
and it was done; he commanded, and it was toree-
ed;s™ Here theauthor teimtes, ke St. Ambrose, the
mitacles of Moses, Elas, Eliscus, and of the nativi-
iy, and concludes: *‘Chus you have learnt, that
the bread becomes the body  of Christ: you have

lice, and that 1hey becomehis blood by the cons-
cration of the heavenly  word."—Ile” save aftei-
wards: * You will tell wwe pevhaps: | osie oo ap-
pearance of blood—The Lord assures us  hiselt),
that we reccive Lis body and Ins blood: ought tce
then to doubt of the truth of tus words, and call in
question his testimony?”

v

=

'ORIGINAL.
THE PAPAL SUPREMACY.

14.© After Christ’s ascension into I{caven,
when the Faithful had assembied together in an
upper room, with the Apostles; we find in their

;lenumeration by Saint Luke, still Peter roen-

tioned as the first of them.—He is the first to
address the congregated Faithful; and to recom-
mend the Election of an Apostle, in the room of
the Traitor, Judas the Iscaript,—Acts 1. 18, 15.

15.© Afte: the descent of the Holy Ghost, he
i the first who, after refuting the mocking sur-
mises of the Jewish multitude, preached openly
the Divinity of Jesus Christ, whom they had
crucified: and his Doctrine of Baptism, penance
jand the remission of sins, by which discourse
and exhortation he won over to the faith, and
sdded to the Church by Baptism, about thiree
thousand souls,—Acts 2. 14, 41.

1¢.° He was the first who proved the truth
of his Doctrine by a public miracle, in the case
of the lame heggar at the Temple Gate, Acts 3.
6,7,8. On which occasion, he again boldly
preached the Faith of Christ to the astonished
multitudes, whom the rumoured miracle had
drawn together; v. 12. So that many, Acaring
the word, beliered. and the number of the men as
made five thousand. He was the first also, on
whom hands were laid, and who had the honor
to suffer in his divine Master’s cause; and to
bear testimony to his Divinity befure tho Jew-
ish princes end antients, and Seribes, and Annas,
and Caiphes, the very murderers of his Lord.
and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of
the kindred of the Iigh Priest, Acts 4. 3, 6, 8.

17.° Ie was the first who showed by mira-
cTe; in the case of Ananiasand Saphira, the daa-
ger of lying to the Holy Ghost, Acts 5.—Is
very shadow too delivered the sick on whom it
fell, from all their infirmities. Ie again bears
testimony before the High Priest to the Divini-

ty of the Savior, and is scourged, with his com-
panions, notwithstanding the dissausive cown-
sel of Gamalic), Acts 5. 15—~29, 40.

18.© Peter and John were deemed by the
test of tho apostles, tho fittest to be sent to cor-
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firm the Samaritan converts; and thus begin the
o xtension of the Faith beyond the hitherto cho-
sen, but now rejected Llouse of Isracl, Acts 8. 11.

9 @ Peter anathematized on that occasion
tho first Horetic, Sumon Magus; and in him con-
demned the sin of Simony: the reproach and
seandal of the Church of England.

20 2 .fad i cume to pass that Peter,as he pas-
sed throush, visiting arr, &c. Acts 9,32, Pe-
ter had then the Superintendent care of the
whole Church.

91. 2 ‘The miracles wrought by Peter, resem-
ble most those wrought by the Savior; such as
those he perfomeld on Oneas,whom he healed of
the palsy; and on Fabitha, whomn he recalled
to life, 1lnd, 3, 40.

22 2 T'o Peter was first revealed the univer-
aal call of the Gentiles, in the vision thrice ex-
Libited of the linen sheet, lel dotwn by the four cor-
ners from Heaven; and containing all kinds of
Roptiles, Bitds and Beasts; which, in the law
of Moses, wero accounted unclean: bui which
now God was to make clean, from all the four
quarters of the earth, by Baptism and Belief in
the Blessed Trinity. Ile was also the one who
received into the Church the first fruits of the
Gentile race, in the person of the Centurion Cor-
nelius, and in those of his houschold. Nor was
1t to any other, but Peter, that Cornelius was
directed to send for by the Angel, Acts 10. &c.
1le is the first then also, who preached to the
Gentiles, and opened to them the door of salva-
tion. Ile sets, in fine, the Faithful of the eir-
cumcirion 1ight in their notions concerning the
eall of the Gentiles, with whom he had, by the
evident order of God, communicated, ch. 11.

93 © We observe that, while Peter was oon-
fined in prison, from which he was deli. ered in
so wonderful a manner by an Angel, prayer was
made without czasing by the Church unto God for
him, ch. 12. 5, that which, we read, not to have
taken place for any other; and that which still
takes place for his successor, the Pope, all over
the world.

21.2 In the first Council of the Church, hold
in Jerusalem, on the subject of the circumcision;
when there had heen much disputing, Peter, rising
up, gave judgment; i . which all presont acqui-
csced: for all the multitude keld their peace, Acts
15. 7, 12 —Saint James speaks only after Peter,
and confirng his sentence, ibid, 14

25 © St Paul, after laboring thzeo years in
the ministry, to which he was se miraculously
called, went, as he tells us, to Jerusalem, To
ser Perer, Gal 1 18. Why o see Peler,
more than any of the rest of the Apostlest For
other of the Apostles, he assurcs us, Ae saw nene,
mving James, the brother of the Lovd, idbid 19.

26.9 The same holy Apostle, fourtsen years
AMerwards going up again to Jerusalom, accord-
ing to revelalion, to confer apart with those, who

seemed something, the gespel, which he preached -
mong the Gentilcs; lest perhaps he should run, oe
had run in vain: ibid ch. 2. mentions James, and
Cephas, and Jokn, the three choso companions
of the Lord, as secming pillars of the Church;

1

|

who gave him the hand of fellowship; that ho, and;
his companions, Barnabas and Titus, should go
unto the Gentiles; as they unlo the circumcision.
This is the only instance, in which Peter is not!
named in scriptare the first, where any of tho
other Aposties are mcntioned: and the reason of
this may have been, that James, the first named,
was then the resident Bishop of Jerusalem.—
The special call of Saint Paul to the Geatiles,
or uncircumcised, is here recognized by the three
great pillars of the Church: that of Peter, and
the other Apostles, was first to the Jews, or cir-
cumcised; and afterwards to the Gentiles.—As
for St. Paul’s reproof to Peter, mentioned in the
saine chapter; it was nothing mure, as just, than
what the meanest in the Catholic Church might
venture to the Pope; wlhom nune suppose infal-
lible, in his private conduct, or opinions.—This
much we learn from the context, that St. Paul,
though a miraculously chosen and inspired Apos-
tle, was, notwithstanding, ordered by Almighty;
God to go up to Jerusalem, and confer with theg
Chief Apostles upon the gospel which ke preached
among the Gentiles; lest, perhaps he should run,.
or had run in vain: that which shows the naces-
ary ueity and uniformity of Doctrine in the;
Church of Christ. Vory uulthe our protestant,
Apostles, who, though uncalled, and uninspired, ‘
f

$

subject their Doctrinesto the criterion of no oth-
er deciding authority, than that of their own,
imaginations, influenced by their views of world-
ly interest or celebrity.
THE PAPAL TUPRLMACY PROVED FROX: THE
HIRTORY OF THE PRIMITITE CILIURCH.
We think wo have superabundanily from
Scripture, demonstrated that St. Pctor was, not
what the Sentinel represents hiw to have been;
only PAR cu3 PARIBUS, or, but an equal with)
his equals. but the Prince of the Apostles, and,
visible Head of tho Christian Church: on which
account, as we shall as fully demonstrate from
the History of the primitive Church; has his
successor, the Popo, or Bishop of Rome, besn at
all times, and in all places, ackuowledged as the
Chief of Bishops; and tho rightful Heir of 8t.
Peter’s Supremacy, or spiritual jurisdiction.
But first, we would ask 1hs Senlinel, and all
those of his persuasion; has their small and;
modern Church; their national and pasliament-
ary synagogue, as a visible body, no visible Head¥,
It has, to be gure, sn dcknowledged one; and one
every way corresponding with its limited, lay~
legal and national charactar. It has the British
Sovereign, man, woman or child !!! whose tem-
toral Supremacy is sonsidered as necassarily in-
cluding i itself the spiritual Supremacy; for, ss;
80 the Archbishop of Canterbury, he is only the
&st acclesiastical officer of male or femals roy-
alty: to whosc Crown and Sceptre, (the em-
bloms of its worldly power and authority,) we
sce thus subjected the Mitre and Crosicr; the
emblems of the spiritual power and authority of
him, who iz Kiag of Kings, and Lord of Lords:
to whom was given all power in Ileaven and on
earth; and before whom every knee is commanded |
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to bou: whose jurisdiction, though not of thie
world; for he declared his Aingdom is not of this
world; is yct, inits own distinct and spintual
character, above all worldly junsdiction. We
would ask all those of the Anglican persuasion,
what warrant they have in Scripture for so sub-
jecting to earthly power the Heavenly power
of Jesus Christ; for thus surrendering up to Ca-
sar and his Courticrs, what exclusively belongs
to the Redceming God, and his lawful Pastors 1
Is there any hintin all the Scriptures that the
Rritish Parliament, with its King or Queen,
should prescribe to all the world, in their thirty-
nine Articles, tho only true and saving code of
Faith 1--Let the Sentinel show us as sure war-
rant from Scripture for the spiritual Supreroacy
of Henry the Eighth, and his successors, as we
have shown for that of St. Peter and his succes-
sors, the Bishops of Rome; and then we shall
own that his ynaNsweEnanr: ARTiCLEX a-
gainst the papal Supremacy, has not been suffi-
ciently ANSWERED,

The irrefragable authorities which we could
cite from the History of the primitive Church,
in favor of the papal Supremacy, are so numer-
ous, that they would fill a volume of no ordina-
ry size. We shall therefore, only mentiona
few; which, considering their unquestionable
character and antiquity, we think sufficiently
decisive on the subjoct in guostion.

1° St. Ignatius, a disciple of the Apostles,
and next successor after Evadius, to St. Peter
in the See of Antioch; addressing his celebrated
Epistle to the Church of Rome, calls it the Church
which PRESIDES in Lbe counlry of the Romans.
(ProxaTHATAL)

2° Nearly at the same time, dissentions hav-
ing arisen in the Church at Carinth; the case
was referred to the Church of Rome; to which
Popo Clement, whose name, St. Paul says, is
wrilten in the Book of life, Philip. 4. 8, returned
his answor.—(Coteler.)

39 8t. Ireneus, Bishop of Lyons in the second

century, who bad been instructed by St. Poly-
oarp, the disciple of St. Johw, the Evangelist,
confutes all heresics and false ductrine by the
authority of the Church of Rome alone; which
he calls ths greatest, most ancient and unwersally
knoton, a8 having been founded by St. Peter and
8t. Paul: to which, says he, every Church is bound
to conform, by reason of its superior authority.
Contra Heeres. 1. 8, cap. 8.

4° Tertullian calls St. Peter the Rock of the
Church; and says that the Church was buill upon
hins, Prescrip. 1. 1. cap. 2—In different places
of his works, he styles the Bishop of Rome, the
Blssed Pops, or Father; the High Priest: the
Aygostolic Prelate, &c.

8° Origen, in the third age, expiaining the
text, thou art Paer, &c. says. “Itis true, though
not said expressly, that peither against Peter,
nor against the Church, shall the gates of hell
ever bo able to prevail; for, if they could prevait
against Peter, in whom the Church is founded;

they would also prevail against the Church.”
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© St. Cyul, Patriarch of Alexandria, speak-y the subject. I, said he, who am but a sheep,

g on the same text, thou art Peler, concludes
thus *“ Aecording to the promise, the apostolical
Church of Peter remains itmmaculate; free from
all seduction and heretical circumvention.” He,
as well as Origen, repeatedly declares the
Chureh to have been founded on Peter  that lie
fixed Lis Ciair a2 Rome: that the Church of
Rome is the Asther Church, and the rool of Cath-
olicity, Epist. ad Corpel.—Epist. ad Anton.—

De Unit &c.—1 Hom. 6, in Exod. Hom. 17, in |

Luc. 'I'he latter expresses great indignation
*‘that certain African Schismatics should dare tu
approach the See of Peter; the Iead Church, and
vource of ceclesiastical unity, Epist. ad Corn. It
is true, this Father had afterwards a dispute
with Pope Stephen about re-baptizing converts
from Heresy. but this proves only that he dud
not thini the Pope’s authority superior to gene-
ral Tradition; which, through mistake, he sup-
posed to be on his side. To what degreo, hiow-
ever, he did admit this authority, appears, by
his advising this same Pope to depose Marcian,
a Schismatrcal Bishop of Gaul; and to appont
another Bishop in his place, Ipist. 29.

7° Euscbius, the Greek Historian, declares

in the clearest terms, that the Roman Pontift
dorives his superior authority from Peter,Euseb.
Chron An. 44.
8 © ¥ Saint Hilarius says that it was in order to con-
found Satan, that the Saviour appointed Peter, the
first proclaimer of his divinity, to be tho foundation
of his church ; the door keeper of his kingdom ; &
in his decisions lere on carth, the Judge of Heaven,
O thou, in thy new apellation, (he excloims, ) thrice
bappy foundation of the church ! the rock doemed
worthy to uphold such a fabrick, which art destin-
ed to frustrate all the infernal schemes ; to dash to
picces the gates of Hell ; and demolish all the
strong: holds of death ! commerits in psal, 131.

9° ¢ Hear, says St. Chrysostom, what Chsist
says to Peter, the pillar and foundation of his faith;
who, for the strength of hi¢ confamion, was called
the Rock : Christ saying to him: thou art a rock,
andupon this sock will I build my Church,Com. 16.
in Matt. .

]é° St. Athanasius, appealing against his oppo-
benty, to the Bishap of Roma, calls that see the
mo@r and heod of all @ther churches.—Epist. ad
Marg-—ln fact the Pope reversed the sentence of
depogition rronounced by the Saint’s enemies ; and
resiored him fo his patriarchal chair.-~Socrat.
Hist.’s. 2, ¢, 2. Zozom,

1} <€ St Augustine in many places of Lis works,
testifies o the Pope’s supremacy ; particulerly
where he mentions the condemnation ofthe Pelagi-
xn Heresy by the Roman pontif.  Rome, savs he,
hus spoken forth: the cause is ended : would thot the
¢77or were ended also. Rosa LocuTA EST:
OAUSA FINITA BST: UTINAM FYNIRETUR DT
¥aRror '—Serm. 3. de verb., Apost,

12° St. Jerom, distracted with the

: disputes a-
mong three parties,

who divided the church of Ap-

tinch ; to which o was then subject ; wrote v
Pope Damasus, imploring him to sot him right on

apply to my shepherd forsuccour.  Tam united in
communion vith your holiness , that is to s..y, wuth
(the Chair of Peter. T know that the Church is
(built on that rack. He, who cats the pasclial Lawb
lout of that house, is profane.  Whoever is not in

1 Noah's Ark, will perishin tie deluge. T huow
"nothing of Vitahs: T reject Meletius : I am ignorant

;of Parlinus, e, who gathereth not with thee,
‘scattereth.”’—Epist, ad Daniag,

But why unnecessarily add more testimonics
.from the Holy IPathers on this head, to which ail of
(them n word and deed have borne witness,  Nt.
Hippolis,in hib. de cons. mundi. St. Dionysius.

-in Epist. and Tim. St. Basil, in ancbo. St. Giego-

ry Nazianzen, in orat, de moderat, in Disp.  St,
, Ambrose. Serm. 47. de fide peiri, et 69, de Nat,
petri et pauli, &c.  The Councit of Sardica con-
firmed the Bishop of Rome in lus right of receiving
appeals from al} the churches in the world.  Ilven
ithe Pagan Historian Awmmianus aliout the same
,ime bears testimony to the superior authority of
,the Roman Pontiff.—Rerum gest. 1. 15.

We might here add many protestant authors of
,the first standing in favour of Papal Supremacy
;such as even Henry the cight, in a bonk wnitten in
jdefence of it.  Jamesthe first, in his first specch
,in Parliament, and in his writings,  Arch-Bishop
iwakc, Bishop Bramball, Hugo Grotius, and Me-
Mancton himself, with numberless others, too tedi-
‘ons to men ion,

And now we take leave of the Sentsnel upon this
,subject, and every other in fulure. nor should we
 have thought his pour stull worth all the notice we
‘have taken of it, were it not for the sake of his ig-
inorant, yet well-meaning  subscribers, who relish
ithe garbage he deals out to them, only beceuse
they have never tasted any thing better, and espe-
cially as the subject started in his unansicerable ar-
ticle, was an unusually interesting une, and merit-
ing an answer,

b
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EXTRACTED FROM THFE MONXIAD.

AN ORIGINAL POEM.

Happy they scem, who, nun'd in fortunc's lap,
Have all their wants supplicd; and ev’ry wish
; Not sooner form'd, than granted! happy, lodg’d
In stately palace: cloth’d in nich attre,
With guld and gewns adorn’d, and suinpt’ous fed
On nature’s deheacies pour’d profuse:
} While muasic soothirg breathes soft harmony
On coatly beds of down to lull them laid;
!And ling’ring slecp invite, with opiate spell,
i To shut'thewr sense, and weary eye-lids close.

Happy, when forth they fare; and proud attract

| With gorgeous equipago the public gaze:

Orat the ?-all, or mmyjing in the rout,

As pastime’s round enchanting they pursue,

Still meet the courteous smile, th’ adunring look

Ang homuge, Iowly hendug at theirnod,

Rejoic’d tha* scems thewr mandates to obey.

Fresh honours round their path, like flow'rs, azo strew’ d;
Ard cv’ry rogzed step, or rade access

By memal hands before thewm straight is smooth’d!

Yet, look behind the scene, where all so gay
These actors figure o’er life’s crowded stage.
Not hesrsis inward peace; pot hicart's content:
| Found sole in virtuc’s duty well performed.

; But lassitude from friv’lous toils yon spy;
13 OF listleza languid apathy; cach theught,
i Like gulf absorbing; and cach scase of joy
li Lost in the hollow vaid of tre misspent;
1 When all the ceremamal hustle’s o’er;
|| 434 Gcd the mirthful vision of the day.

400

o ghides thar hie apace, at best a decarn,

On fashionable tallics vainly spent,
! Yet has that drear s ats horrors. and, ¢3’n here
HAINd thar short engoy ments, oft the rich
l"l'hcir wor denound'd anticipruing feel -
100 eany chair though streteli'ds and cushion'd ronnd;
. Whearack d theu punann’d lunbs they teel by gout,
HOf glutted molence the  dire discase;
ll Like tort'uing ficnd, that stings intense, and burns;
AR wrags their pamperdd fiame with mortal throes.
|
i Nor les« 1o felt their mental anpuish keens
| Whichsullen muond, and Jow’nimg nsp-ect shew,
TAnd peerich humonr: oft in sudden blace
i Of anger kindled, and couvulsive rage,

At slhtest tifle mov'd, though show ap
T Fur sainothest strew fist rutles in the ‘

Beandes, what care tokeep; whatdread to lose

*The zather'd pelf theie ansious thoughts empley !
JOr w10t to worldly best aceount

i 1he haanled treasave —No provision made,
A No store Jaud up for th® endless hfe 1o come!

reash
Hweesea.

| . 380 toyou richt the Saviour said; who Acre
*Have ol your conjorts' But, e poor are blest,
l If poor w spiit: then you're blest indeed :
Smce youra, for shurt privanions here endur'd,
'Ts everlasting bhies by Lim assured,
[{ Whase words can never fail.  And oft on earth
i: He grauts swoct furctaste af the promised joy.
! Say, in your humble homes, when toil is o’or,
i Haow grateful rest as found? what relish then,
Seasons, though eoarse, your fare! and to jour cowes,
'l.\'o hard and lowly laid, docs baliny cleep
VErom palace loath'd, enatt wang his silent faght.
l| No surfert’ gours, to reak your slumbers soft;
iOr scare with frightaome dreamis your teoubled wmicda

For you docs nature wear her loveliest forms
iUnnotic’d by the great, or you her trecs
l-\'igh waving i the gale; and soothe you streteh’ad
Careless beneath their shade  For you the birds
Warble their gladsone notes. the bleating flocky,
The lowing herds; the hoarsely urm’ring
Wiald nature’s chorus, more delight your ear,
Than sounds combin’d of s cetest winstreby.

What thouzh not yours the pomp and pride of wealth ®
f.\'o( yours are then its cares. its dangers not,

And all ats dut:es 1n proportion greal.

For think not pleasneds cup, when sweetest poura,

Untemper'd ¢'er with il And, theugh ber stram
Delights the car; and fair her form 15 s¢ep;

“Ts all seductive snare of Syren fill,
Who thus tIy’ uathinking portion of our race,
Her casy prey, foom virtue's path decoys.
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