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LETTER IIL
ON THE INFALLIBILITY OF THE CHURCH.

have appeared in every state of hfe and every
branch of science. T'o produceonly oue,but he the
first of all, Bossuet, was he in your opiniona slave
be whoze vast genius embraced so many sciences
and treated them: like a master, he whose inimita-
ble and suprome excellence subdued allthe ene-
mies against whom lie fought, made so many con-

reason that they fear an impartial  anu

]inﬂcxib)c judge, whose  eye is always
lopen  and “capnot be escaped, and whose
isentence is unchangeable : there is no imposing up-
[on a supreme tribunal, the office of which 15 tu

maintain the law in its integrity, to call to it (hose
who are goue astray, to explain it to thote who
misunderstand it, to rectity all their errors, by g:-

** Yes Sir, you will sayto me, I sec with you qu.csts to tn.xtl.n, and erected so many immortal tro- ving to the text its just and truo signification ; a tre-
and our reformers the cvils that have come from g bhies to religion? But, you will ay, as far as r.clu- bunalarmed morcover witha sacred authonty v
Jieir principles . in spite of myself I must acknow- fes to dogmas, at least, Bus uet was a slave, siuce cfmdcmn & proscribe the refractory and contua
Jedge that men have abused to their ruin the rights he teaches soboldly that when the Church has ,cious. The only means of escaping from its cot

ihat bad at first been given te them, Fam struch also
with what you have said o me on the infalliblity of

spoken, we have only to believe and be silent. M

One moment,Sir, Ipray. Imay perhaps have

demnation and anathemas, was to dispute jts utle v,
difine authority, and to annilulate, bad it been pos

the Church, your proofs embarrass me . I know not something to say to you, whichwill producea sal- sible, jts jurisdiction. The authors of the reforma-
what reply ’to make . novertheless, Sir, excuse my ,, V8rY confusion at your notion, and banish it for ever | tion saw: full well, that they bad no other plan te
Yoldness . I am an Englishman ,lote and adore, fromyour inind. Tell me, if you please, should ;adopt. they adopted it, and employed all their ¢

lherty., Your principles of authority destroy it.
Fhey are adapted for puthing but to make slaves,
and o slave £ can never become.”

1 was expectingtosee you fly o this strong en-

“renchment and your last refuge, Sir, Iam aware
of the sentimentsof your countrymen and their
Yideas of liberty , idcas which they carry cveninto
~he sanctuary. I remember that dering my  resi-
dence in London, even oncof your Bishops(Dr.
floarrely,if my memory serves me faithfully )pub-
listed a work in which he pushed to excess this
sbjection against the catholic  principles. I read
‘e work at the time, and was scandalized, not to
say indiguant. How, said I to myself, how can a
man endowed with reason and great talents persuade
himsclf that he is made a slave of, because itis pro-
posed to him to sybmit his private and individual
opinionto the uniform opinion ofall the bishops of|
the carth? Liberty then, according to him, would
be for cach individual to prefer bis ownselt to the
dighest authority of the world. Butisitnot the
height of pride and the last degres of extravagance
“Not to submit to suchan authority, would be the
height of pride and the blindest arrogance. ... . . ..
‘What more manifest proof can there be of our in-
gratitude to God, thanto place our glory and ex- I
ert our efforts in opposing an authority, which he
created to bean aid and assistanue to us??**

But Sir, because upon the single fact of revealed
dogmas you are required to follow 1. decisions of]
autiquity, of ail the councils usiversatiy adopted,
willJyou on that account consider yourself asdesra-
ded from your libertyand treated lkea slave?
Were they slaves in Itzly, in Germany, in France,
Sp.ain and England, where so many cclebrated
universities flounshed, where so many great men

*St Avgustine tohis fnerd Ho,

. noratus on th silit
Delieving the Churcl: ckap.XV] ¢ Lillity of

1

Jesus Christ re-appear upon carth, or ratker if you
bad had the bappiness of seeing him and hearing his
instructions, would youhave refused him obedience
Would you have considered yourself aslave
because he commanded you to believe inhis word?
You say nothing. Well then !the authority to
which you are at the present day to subject yourself
is still the authority of Christ. Itis not the voice of
man, that you obcy by hearing the Church, but
that of Jesus Christ. He has spoken by bis apos-
Ues as all christianity agrees. Hehas spoken by his
successors, and even as far as the fiith age, protes-
tants are all agreed upon this. He continues to
speak and will speak tothe end of the word, by
their means ; this is demonstrated ; he himself Las
said it, promised it, and oflen repeated his assur-
ance of it: for this you have heanl all the proofs.*
Throw then aside your low ideas of servitude, and
feel yourself much more ennobied under the yoke
that your divine Redcemer has with his own hand
placed upon yor, antl upon the whole human race
without exception,
LETTER1YV.
OX TIIE AUTHORITY OF TRADITION.

Atthe same time that refirmers were pretending an
absolute deference & an exclusive submissicn to the
Holy Scripture, they united all theic hatred and all
their attacks against the infallibilily ofthe Church,
This dxsposiﬁon ought not to surprise you; Sir ;the
reason of it you will easily discover. It 3s notwithout

|

* I will say more : I dechre to yon that, if I were born
a catholic I wwould remaina good Gatholic, krowing twell
that your Church putsa very salutary restraint upon the
wanderings of hunmn reasor, whichfinds ncither bottom
nor shore, when it attempisto sound the abyss of things :
and I am 50 convinced of the utlity of this restraiat that X
have m?oscd‘upon royself 2 rimilasone, by preseribing to
myself for the remainder of my life, some rules of faith,
from which I do not allow myself todepart.” (J.J. Ropss-
¢aa, in bis answerto M Sezmier de Saint-Brisson, dated,
Moitiers, July 22,1764) A very remarksble 2cknowledes
ment, forcod icace aad reflecticnfrom, 2 man of all
otkers the 0ost proad of hisrcasen and liberty of thinking.

i
(!

1

\forts to brisg it to bear: they flattered themsclves
they should succeed by substituting for the judg
ment of the bishopsthe authority of the word of God,
so religiously revered by all the faithful, so impos-
ing to Christian cars : and as they reserved to them-
selvestho right of interproting 4t, there rcmained
nothing more tobe feared in thelr appeal from the
the Church to the scripture, thatisto say, to an
insensible and passive letter, which signifies what~
ever we please, and bears cvery, the most oppo-
site interprepretation without objection or reply,
ibccause it is dumb : which suffers violence and is
put to the torture, and utters no complaint, because
'it is dead.* They cstablish, then for their first max-
im, that the judge of faith was not the Church, but
the holy scripture. Iam goingto examine this
principle with you : and if the arguments I bave to
oppose to il are not much weakened by my pen,
you will I think, Lave to conclude 'that it was
absolutely v-tenable in itself and 1 its consequen-
ces.

For the second maxim, they taught that every
ithing essential in religion was in the seripture and
certainly, ifthe scripture was the solerule ot faith.
the wlhole system of faith must be found thetre en-
tire. The inference is logical, but not less false in

|
|

*Speech it to writingwhatamanis to bis portit
The productions of writing present themselves to our eyes
as if living ; but if we interrogate them, they holda dignae
ficd silence. It §s tbe same with the scripture, which
knows neither what it should concesl Somone man, nes
what it should say toanather.  ¥{it is sttacked o insulted
without cause, it cannot defend itself ; for its father is neves
there to defend it ; so that he who imagines thathe canes
tablish by scnptare alone, a clear and durable doctrine, 15 3
great simpleton.” (Plat. in Phadr. Op ¢ X. edit* Bipout
p-382) or{ to the trath? (exclaims vpon this the cloquent
Conate de Maistro)if the Word eternally Living does not
vivify the scriptare, never will the seriptnre become the
TWord, thatis to s:g-, Life, Lctothers the, aslong a5 they
p]mc,lﬁgnu onthe z.!dnmb word, we ‘h’"m kngl&xn seeu-
Tity at this false god, always waiting with 2 teader impa-
b’cgccbfor ucx]o moment in Which itssddudcd vottahﬁes shall
cast themselves into our arms, opeg foreceive them now
for nearly three hundred ym.’yp
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or necessary to salyation,” Butwithout going any
further, shew us, my Lords, the validity of your

itsel{ than the principle from WhiciL it is_dcrivcd,‘
‘ba tism, by scriptere alone. Jesus Cluist  there
L]

and this we shall «hortly prave, * 5 -

But previously it may be obsc.—ve&land collected
from cach of these principledy hoy Jitdd e first
sees were then understood.  The n.-‘lbnue‘m were
always boasting of the purity of thosd,_t-mes,>and,
with good reason : they were desirous, as they 23|
1o reproducc this golden aggd of Christianity, and
the renovated world was agiin tobehold the restor-,
ation of the primitive Church, which they alwaysj
contrasted with the Church of Rome.  ‘They acted)
upon these three following suppositions: 1st, That
antiquity had possessed no other rule of life but the
Rioly scripture : 2ndly, that ithad never believed or
practised any dogmas or precepts but what were,
tound therein: 3dly, that those which are not disco-
vezed therein hadl been added to the  simplicity of

faith and worship in what they called the times of
gnorance and corruption: whence thoy concluded

that by rotrenching these superfluous additions,

which they also pronounced to be superstitious and |
idolatrous, and by following what they supposed to,
e the rule of antiquity,* they should infallibly tolly !
with it, and thus bring back the Church to its pri-

primitive purity. Such was the visonary proposal |
made by them on theirappearance in the world :in’
their sincerity and  simplicity, if you please, but!
more probably, in their ignorance of the first ages.
Ilor you have already scen, with regard to the:
first point, Sir, that antiquity has laid the rule of ‘l
faith in the doclrine of the bishops, according to
the ordinance of Jesus Christ, and the  instructions

of tho apostles: on the third, youshall see clearly:
1 the course of this examination thatthe articles, !
treated as posterior additions, beloag tothe primi- !
ave times: or the second, I am aboutto shew  you'

1 8¢ Jlsalvation. Nevertheless, it must be aliowed, serip~
that, fat from thinking l.‘m' 1}10 “"8“‘ sk prcfcel_\ls ture is absolutcly silent upon this precept; we eve-
were exclusively confained in scripture, antiquity,

. i 7 vy where read Sabbath (Saturday:) and no where
teaches us after the scripture itsclf, thatmany arti- 1g, 4,50 And hercagain, the third time, are you
cles we derived to us fromthie aposiies by a purely obliged, in an essential matter, to SUPpOFL your-
oral tradition. . Aves 1w i o -

The Clergy of Elizabeth, m unison with the in- s:,hw_ml!) us upon traditwn, which Sh(‘“‘o us,

. N I'from time immemonal, the Sunday as substituted

povators of the continent, and ke them n oppos:- for the Sabbath or Saturday, 1 ordet to celebrate

ticn to the sacred books and antiquity, declared one and the same da tl;c’ two zreat pradicios of
accurdingly, that = the holy scnpture containeth all;{ 0 ! § the two Ficat pradig

ancient and mode s, -orse i
things necessary to salvaton ; so that whatsoever; ;hc "u;‘cum “tlld'nm:ttsl}c-is. g;i::‘;‘ chLhicT:mé;
s notread therein, not may be proved therchy, 15 /0T 1rOM NOLIRG esus Lhnst irom ais tomb.

t to be required of any man, that it shouid be be-.
ne “ ¥ A, shame of catbolic coutries, 1am boand to publish, that the

lieved as anarticle o faith, or be  thought requisite 1, daris observed in Englasd with an extesior egularity,
f} which we, unfortunately, arefar from equalliag.  On this
.day, especially conseerated ta God, the Jaws and customs
! aliow no public assemblies, out of the churches and tem-
les:nog)zlb, uo routs, n0 nasquerades, no Reaelagh, no

water on the heads of the believers, but by the
belicvers plunging into water. The word Baptiz-
cin employed by the Evangelists, strictly conveys
this sigmificatian, as the learned are agreed, and at
thie head of them, Casaubon, of all the Calvinists,
the bestversed an the Greeklanguage.  Nc 7bap-
usm byimmersion has ceased for many ages, and
you yourselves, as well as we, have only received
it by infusion, it would therelore be all up, with
your baptisin, unless you established the validity of
1t by tradion and the practice of' the Church.—
And again, we see from scripture that Jesus Christ
commauded his apostles and their successors to
preach and baptize 3 but we do not read any where
that hie communicated this nght to heretics, whom
he treated as pagans.  This being settled, I ask
you, from whom have you received baptism ?  Is
1t not frow the Church of Rome?  And shat do
you think of her > Do you not consider her as
herctical and even idolatrous 2 You cannot then,
acccrding 10 the terms of scripture, prove the va-
lidity of your baptism ; and to produce a proof for
it, you are obliged to seck it, with Pope Stephen
and the councils of Avles and Nice, in apostolical
tradition.

You recognise with us the precept of senctifying
the Sunday, and considering the care with which
vou inculcate it to your people and the wise regu-
lations of government that coneur with your in-
structions to confirm it in thewr munds.* ¥ cannot
doubt that you regard this precept us necessary to

sFor the honor of the Exslish goverswment and for the

* 101523, at the dispnte at Berne, at which werc ‘present
Zutaghus, Pellicas, Bucer, Bullinger, (Ecolampadius, 22d
(‘aQixo‘xhc second ot tlic six theses asserted: ** £he Charch
of Christ does not wake ordizances and Jaws vwithout the'

rd of God And here they were only treating of “““““"‘“““"‘"‘?‘”“’“2‘3‘? are {orbiddwé Ia l’fg'
wo! - c B |don, wk erce is so prodigiously carried o2, the
thosclasws which regard salvation aad bind ) den, w o 3 a:?rcs_t,zlthc gours ried 03, e

according to the explanation given tothe theses by Kolb, ia®
the name of the reformed. ~Buces, replying to a Catholic, !}
assertss that it hadbeen already proved, that the twe
Church makes no regulation which s not cleatly éstablish-§
¢din scd?lnrc." . .

101336’ in the disputation at Lausanne, Virel said, “that

p convey 15
suspeaded, the post does not recéive them, although it is
permitted to them inthe c’.'u:m% tomake their way to their
destination. thronghout the whole kiagdom, stage waggons
employed m trade or commerée stop oz the high g, 1
‘ know not whether anact passed upoa a Sunday wounld not
] ; beaanullcd by its very date abae.  Certam, bowever, itis
st wasnot sufficient to say. Lhave foundit writtea(in the Moy the civid poweris obliged o suspend its  pursuits, and
Fathg:zbat we must keep to the scriptura. and this 1t 13 {leoncede to the debtor the right of appearing treely oa the
thatmakes the Church of the Lord” The holy fathers, lga0ofthe Lord. On this day, morcaver, the parhament
declzred Jewel in the nameofthe Church of Eagland, bave!|j5a105¢4, in spite of the urgetey of affairs; aad I havc often
never combated heretics except by the arms ot the senp- | seca it respectfully interrapt its sessioas at the
tore. And thus he tells us{adittic late)when we desired t solemaitics.. 1tmust ke ecafessed that therc isin
10 restore tho Church ¢o its primitive purity and m_tcgnly.{ t‘iese lags a tone of wisdomand gravity that imposes.
yre did not attempt 1o build upon any other foxadationthan b “pro~lish persons of distioction hive olen testilied to me
the onelaid by the apostles and Jesus Christ; afier baving il ¢heje astonishment atnot finding fa catholic countrics the
atteaded 1o ‘what he bimself has suid to s, ©02°)lgame respect forthe the Sunday. They bave declaced to me
sidered the example of the priqutive Church, e pro-fithat they had been uch scandalized on the subject, and
ceeded,Ke. ‘ccmin\y they had bnt (oo zmuch reason 4o be so.

®
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ordams that ot shall be conlerred, not by pouring !

In order to discard tradition, you tell us, m
Lords, that the scripture contains every thing tha~
is necessary to salvation, A strange and fantast:
cal doctrine ! and such 1 cannut but call st, seeme
thut you are mwst positively, indebted to
tradition for the scriptures, that you reccive then
froni its hands, and that withoutit, you would re:
know to what to betake yourselves to demonstrat
their authenticity: fur we do not prove that a bool.
be written by such an apostieor such an Evange-
list, except that it has been received and read s
such in the Churches. But supposing that t.
please you fur a moment, we must admit you:
sixth article. I cheerfully consent to do so, and a*
the same time we will open these mspired writ-
ings. What do we read there?> “ Now I praist
you brethren that you keep my ordinances
asI have delivered them to you. Stand last (mark
this well I pray you) and hold the traditions which
you have learned, whether by word or by our epis«
tle.” Nowlet us look again at your article. What
would the apostles say to it? He desires that they
hold equally fast what he had taught them, wheth-
er by writing or by word of mouth.  And what
is it youdesire, my lords? Nothing but whatis
written.  Very well : you have said sufficient. X
go onreading : ¢ O Timothy keep that whichis
committed to thy trust. Hold the form of sound
words, which thvu hast heard of me in faith, and
in the love which is in Christ Jesus. Keep the
goud things committed to thy trust by the Holy
Ghost, who dwelleth inus. And the things which
thou hast heard of me by many witnesses, the same
commend to faithful men, who shallbe fit to teach:
others.” Apparéntly you doubt not, my lords, that
Timothy followed this direction, and that faithful
fand {fit mer being instructed by him; instruetea
others in their turn. Thus from hand to hand:
from age to age, the deposit is come down to you.
And allat once you refuse to accept it ; you refusc
to transmit it; you interrupt, you break the trade-
tional and apostolic chain ; and under pretext o:
holding to scripture alone, you disregard’ its repeai-
ed and most cvident injunctions. Honestly confess.
my lords,you did not think, by throwing aside tra-
dition, that you would become embarrassed in con-
tradictions both with yourselves and with the holy
Scripture. W as well as you, receive it, we ve-
nerate it, as the most noble present that Goud hay
made to man; do you alsv honor in the same man-
ner twith us hisunwritten word, since it comes no*
the less from Him. Change your article : let us
stand fast together, according to the precept of the:
apostle, and retain all that bas been taught,whethes
by svord or mouth, or by writing.

1 return to you, Sir, and Ientreat you to weigh:
the observations I haveyet to make to you on this
important matter. They are suggested to us by
the example of the aposties and their successors.
duriog the illustrious ages of the Church.  1st.
We often see that Jesus Christ commands his apos-
tles to preach his gospeland carry it to all nations
“ Go, (saith he to them) teach all nations whate-
ver I ave commanded you.” We no where find
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that he safd to them: Go, writefor allnations what
I command you to believe and practice, and let
hem always have in their hands and under their
eyes, the mostexact detml of their faith dravwn out
hy your pen.  We behold tl.e apostles and the dis-
~iples, after having received the Holy Spurit, tra-
¢rsing the whole of Judea, announcing to their
~ountrymen the kingdom of God: cvery thing is
Jone hy exhortarions, by instvuctions and by pray-
ors.  If they had intended 1o give to the world,
and to leave aficr them a complete code of reveal-
od laws, it would secem natural that they should
nave drawn out thig code, before their separation.
Let us observe them therefore at the moment,
*vhen, dividing the world among them to accclerate
ts conquest, they are on the point of leaving Jeru-
sulem and Judea,and of proceeding, cach his way,
20 their particular destination.  T'hey separate,
+nd earry with them no writing, no body of doc-
rrine drawn up by common agreement.  They all,
however, carry the same gospel, but in theirminds
and hearts ; they traverse cities, provinces, hing-
doms, and do not present themselves to the nations
with the sacred books ir their hands; they preach
from their jnspired mouths the evangelical doc-
trine, butnever produce it in writing. . To see
themand follow them, they scem not even to think
«f any means of instructing men by the eyes—
They are totally occupicd with preaching and not
with writing : with engraving the word, not upon
“he lips, but on the souls of men, Many years had
already passed, and no work had as yet appeared
:rom their pen.®*  ¥ou will remark that out of
twelve apastles, two only have left usa gospel, and
«ven St. John™at a very advanced age, at Ephe-
sug, under the' Emperor Nerva, in the year 96. If
vou examine the occasions which induced them to
write, you will find that particular and local cir-
sumstances have given birth to these writings, as
well as to all those that compose the New Testa-
tament. We owethe gospel of St. Mark to the
fervour and ecagerness of the Christians at Rome,
Eusebius tells upon the testimony of Clement of|
Alexandria, that ¢t the Yearers of St. Peter be-
sought Mark, bis disciples, to put in writing the
doctrine of the Saviour. He did so ; and Peter, in-
+pired from aboye, examined this work, approved
of it, confirmed it with bis authority, and ordered
that it should be read in the Churches.”  St. Luke
commences by informing us of the motive that in-
duced hiim to write. Ignorant and rude men, hur-
ricdon by a blind and culpable zeal had aitempted
of their 0wn heads to relate the words & the actiens
of our Saviour: their writings were spreadingfamong
the christians under the false tiles ofthe gosplesac-
cordinf,; to Peter, Thomas, Philip, Bartholomew,
Matthias, the twelve apostles, &c. It was of con-
Sequence that theso miserable rhapsodies, should be
put down. St. Paul exhorted his disciples to pub-
lish an exact narrative, and Luke execuled it under

*We mast except

sear from St. tho gospel of St. Matthesr : for we

; Chrysostom that cight years after 14 -
~ion of our Saviour, at the time wl%cn o was ggn"!: ;:c‘:a‘\;:nll
1-;: :?:h?(:%x;'tf‘;a st%: @:’?uhcw, at th;;ob'citanon ol the Jows
<ketel in theitlanguaze i i

sasEhed ont in guaze, @ Histery of Jesus Christ

<

the ey¢ of hismaster, in Achaia and Beotia, ac-|l
cording to St. Jerome, in the year 58, <he second
of Neru.  Ae for St. John, it was to refute the he-
resies at Corinth and the Ebiemtes thot, taking bis
lofty flight beyond the bounds of tire, he shews as
Jesus Christ in the bosorn of the divinity, the Son
of God, God himself, and then re-descends with
him upon carth, to relate to us bis incarnation, his
life and mivistry ameng men.

Tho epistles, for the most part, aro cither an-
swers to consultations, or instructions to churches
speciaily mentioned, or even to individuals. Called
forth by local circumstances, but always dictated
by the holy spirit, they appear successively at
different epochs, at distant periods of time : adap-
fed to the circumstances of the place, of the per-
sons and sometimes of the moment, they treatupon
particular and relative subjects, although at the

same time they contain advice, lessons and pre-
cepts thatare applicable to christians in gencral,
But this dves not authorize us to announce or sup-
puse in the sacred writer, much less in the college
of tha.apostles, a settled resolution, a premeditated
design of drawing out for us a complete body
of doctrine. It is true that all- these
writings were received with a singular avidi;
ty by the faithful to whom they were addressed ;
true also that they were communicated one after
unother witli'a holy eagerness, avd that, from the
day on which they were first known to the moment
¥ am addressing you, they havo been read in all re-
ligious assemblies, inall the Churches of the world,
and that this will be done perpetually to the end of
time, Itistruc, thatinthem the doctrine of the
apostles was recognised, their wword fasted, their
preaching discovered, and that though absent, they
were still considered asheard. It is true tkat the
first christians must have admired the fagreement
and resemblance of what they read with what they
had heard. Yet nevertheless they could not but
remark that all that they ad heard was not there 3
they could not therefore, in receiving these works
as the sacred deposit of the givine word, regard
them as the sole and only deposit of this word, In
fact, did the apostles ever signify, that for belief
and practice, we must confine cursclves fo what
they were writing ! Did they ever signify, that
they had entrusted to writing all that they had
preached, by word of mouth, or even all that
was necessary forsalvation? There isnot an ex-
pression of the kind in thewhole of the New Testa-
tament. It comes from your reformers, who bave
drawn it from their brain or borrow2d it from the
ancient heresies, but not from the Holy Scripture,
whafever protestation they all may perpelually be
making that they teach nothing but what is there.
Liet them shew you then this principle, since they ;
admit-and wish you to admit it ; let them shew it
you id The dacred volume. But how should they
do it, when the contrary principle is found therein
confained in so miany words. For you have scen
St: Pautfrequeitly referring 'to the Instfuctionshe

s + -

positively diéf;'ziguishiﬁg bétween his verbal & epis -
tolary u’nslrucﬁonszand. prescribing that both the
one andithe other miste oqually observed.  Up
to the timesof your forefathers in 1562, this order
liad been obsgfvedin England as well as upon the
Contincait, unfit the: day when the Reformation
shewod its head. At this epoch, so fatal to your
country and my owngthe precept of St. Paul was
solemly transgresged for the first time, and for the
firstlime it wassaid: Inavhat pertains to salva-
ltion, there is nothing but what is written. But the
first Christtans who passed many years without the
| Scriptures, who recewed them successively one af-
ter another, and waited for the-Gospel of St. John
till the year 96 : but these barbarous and yet most
 religious poople who had not even then any Scrip-
itm‘c when St. Irenicus wrote of them towards the
-end of the second age, they would not bave known
cither what thoy ought to believe, or what they
ought to practice ; they would have been without
sresource for salvation—they who laboured for it to
jan extent and with an epergy of faith to which we
,shall never attain! The Reformation must hLere
\ maintain at Jeast that the means which they then
.possessed of knowing thelaw, and which sufficed
i for them, became absolutely useless assoon as hea-
,ven chose to add a second, and that the word re-
;duced fo legible characters stripped the word that
,was not so, of the merit and valye it had hitherto
"enjo:vcd in the Christian world. . Y have been prov-
'ingto,you, Sir, that this notion isno ways inac-
cordance with the conduct and doctrine of the a-
postles ; you sha.l now see that it accords no befter
‘with the conduct & doctrine of their successors, &
that antiquity wasnever acquainted with any such
}opinion.

2ndly, I will suppose that the reformed Church
has 10 proncunce upon a question of faith, How
,is it 10 set about approving or conuemning the
,doctrine submitted to its deaision? It knows no-
llhing but the Scripturet all that relates to satvat-
ion is to be found there; nothing can be required
,that is not read theren.tull, or that caunot be
ydrawn from stby a sound and lawful mference.
It would not and could not therefore have any thing
'but the Scriptures to consult.  But this was not
the way of proceeding that antiquity followed. It
examined notonly the Scriptures, but also what.
was believed and taught by the Clurches, above
all by thie apostolic Churches, and what the wmost
icelebrated Fathers had sigoified. in their works;
lits examination was directed Dboth to the holy
{Scripture and the doctrine of Tradition, 1o the
written and unwritten word of God. We will, i
you please, produce an example, the most ilivs
' trious 1 be found, aud which will dispense witiz
!our accuinulating herea multitude of fagts. The
great council of Nice had to pronounce upon Arius,
who waspretending to justify his doctrine by Senp-
turc. 'We learn from the historians of the time, in
what manner it proceeded ip its examination: ¢ The
bishopsv—opyposed 10 the false subtiltics of the Ar.
ians the gicat truths of ocripwre, and the angient
beliefof the Church, fremn'the aposties il then.—

had given by word of mouth; you have heard ~him!
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, % After having a long time, madurcly and fully con-
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sidered this adorable subject, it appeared to all
sur bishops together, that the consubstamiality;
wwas tobe defined as of faith, in the same manner|
as this faith had been. transmitted by our fathers'
after the apostles,” You see here a [‘undamemali
fuestion solemnly decided according to both au-,
thorities, according to scripture upon which Arius |
placed his reliance, and according to the tradition |
of the holy fathers, conformably with which the |
decision was carricd. This single fact ofitself|
crumbles to ruins the principle of the Reformation,
and shows how far it has wandered from the an-|
vient way. : |

But I will now adduce something clse, quite of;
adifferent character, but equally powerful for my|
purpose ; another question of importance, celebra-
ted for its antagonists, who were, on the onc side,
the head of the church, on the other, the primate
of Africa ; and which after having agitated and
divided the Church for nearly a century, was defin-
itively decided without any possible recurrence to
Scripture, by tradition alone, in this same genera]
council. Tamalluding to the question of re-baptiz-
ation. In vain would they search the Seripture
for the manner in which heretics were to be re-
ceived into the Church: whethar they must be ad-
iitted with the baptism they had received out of
the Church, or whether it must be again  adminis-
iered. Youare aware, Sir, how intimately this
(question is connected with salvation, and how fatal
would be the mistake, if their baptism were null

and it were not conferred again in the Church.
As the Scripture did not speak to the point, every

thing was decided by the practice of the Churches.
Bat at the time when the question arose, this prac-
tice was not as yet generally known; the conver-
sion, the return of heretics,not being at that time an
every day occurrence, or even 5o frequent as that!
in every country. Saint Cyprian observing that!
in Africa they were received without a renewal of’!
their baptism, and being ignorant also of the prac-
tice in remote countries, was induced by many
plausible reasons to believe, that this custom was
injuriousto the true principles of the Church and its
taith.  He assembled his brethern at Carthage, and
in concert with them Le decided, that from that
time forward they should change their method, and
that baptism should be conferred anew upon all
those who should relinquish  their heresy.  This
decision made a noise: Stephen, the successor of!
Peter, proclaimed the voice of tradition from his
chief and supreme chair. Saint Cyprian, supposing
that this tradition was neither general nor ancient,
did not submit. The dispute continued, and was
only settled by the decision of the council of Nice,
which admitted without a renewal of baptism all
heretics, exceptthe disciples of Pauljof Samosata,
whoaltered the formit. “We ourselves,” says
St. Augustine, speaking of the quarrel between
Cyprian and the pope, “we should not dare to af-
éirm with St. Stephen the validity of such a bap-
tism, had it not been confirmed by the most perfect
agreement of the Catholic church, to whose au-
thority St. Cyprian would have submitted,'if in his

|
|

i{tion of education which alone engrosses his atten-

time a general council had cleared up and decided !
the question.” The reformed religion must sur-|
render itself to the evidence of this fact, and must!
acknowledge, with the great council of N ice, that!
seripture alonc does not contain every essential, and l
that tradition can supply its silence; since here in!
default of the sacred books, every thing is decided .
by the ancient and general belief; justly considered!
as the doctrine of'the apostles.
To be Continued.

ON THE EDUCATION OF CANADA.

Kingston, May 1831.

To the Editor of the Catholic.
CONTINUED,

BuT upen what principle would he have that por-

M
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tion, conducted. Afier informing the public with
8o much pomposity of his long and extensive ob-
servation, we might very naturally expect that he
would deign to explain, or at least make an alfu-
sion to this principle. But no. Perhapsafter all,
to be silent upon this point was the most prudential
idea that occurred to him during the composition
of his remarks.

Since then nothing can be gleaned, relative to

the principle on which a good system of education ||

should be grounded, from the long and extensive
observation of the Courant, let us endeavor to dis-
cover it elsewhere. I shall not speak of the qual-
ities of {eachers, or of the method to be followed
in the act of teaching. I am afraid that what I
shall have to say-on the general principle of educa-
tion will take up but too much time.

The necessity of education arises from the
perfectibility of human nature. Animals come into
life with an instinct, which, without any instruction
suffices for their wants. But man is born in a
state of ignorance and weakness, which requires
instruction, and in order to receive {his instruction
he is endowed [with the capability of learning.—
Animals may then be said to come into life perfect;
man lo come into life, possessing only susceptibili-
ty of perfection. Now education is the means by
which man is raised or taught how to raise himself
to the degree of perfection of which he is capable.
But upon what principles must education be con-
ductedin order to attain this end? In order to
discover these principles we must know the facul-
ties which man possesses. Man is composed of
soul and body. I lay aside the education of the
bedy, since the Courant takes no notice of it. But
what are the faculties of the soul? They are gen-
erally divided into understanding and will. Under
the will are comprehended our passions, appetites
and affections. 'The education of the will, that is
to say, the direction of our passions, appetites and
affections form an essential part of the Jesuit system,
and every reasonable man feels the importance of
this department of education, It scems however,
as I have already proved, not to enter into the
Courant’s system. I therefore lay that aside, to
come to the only point which the Courant seems to
notice, namely, to the education of the understand-
ing. Laying aside metaphysical subtleties, the

284

understanding comprehends the faculties of memo-
ry, imagination and judgment. The cducation of
the understanding tends to perfect these three fac-
ultfes. .

But what method should be followed in perfect-
ing them? To discover this method we must stu-
dy their natural developement. For 1t is uscless
to goagainst nature in this point. Let us then
study nature. ~Although the child in coming into
existence possesses these faculltes, he possesses
them only in a potential or dormaut state : they do
not come into activity, or the child cannot exercise
them before a certain age. Experience shows
that the first of these facultiss which we have the
power of exercising, #§ memory, then memory
with a slight degree of judgment, and of imagina-
tion ; afterwaids the imagination expands with
greater share of judgment; at length Jjudgment or
the reasoning faculty acquires its full powers. The
state of simple memory, that is to say of memory
unaccompanied by imagination or judgment, is
that which precedes the use of reason ; for the
actions of children, which seem, before that period,
to indicate some judgment can hardly be attributed
to any thing but to memory accompanied by #
kind of instinct,

The state of memory accompanied by a slight
degree of imagination and jndgment begins at that
period at which a child is commnnly said, to have
come to the use of reason, § continues in the gener-
alily of children till about the age of thirteen or
fourteen ; in many till later. At this age the ima-
gination begins to be more distinctly perceived.—
About the age of fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, (in
some later) the judgment or reasoning faculty be-
gins to acquire some solidity.

As there is no question here of beginning the
cbild’s public education before he attains the use
of reason, let us, for the sake of brevity and clear-
ness call the three subsequent periods, just men-
tioned, the states of memory, imagination, and
judgment ; recollecting however, that in the state
of memory we suppose some degree of judgment
for otherwise the child could not be said to cnjoy
the use of reason. I believe none will deny that
this is the natural order of the developement of
the facultics, Now, as the assemblage of thesé
‘faculties constitutes the understanding, the perfect’
ing of the understanding depends upon the perfec-
tion of which they are capable. But the perfecting
of these faculties depends upon the degree of de-
velopement, which they have attained. Conse-
quently education, which is the means of perfect~
ing them, must be adapted to their gradual devel”
opement. But we have just seen that the memory
is first developed, then the imagination, last of all
the judgment, Therefore education shouid be i
rected first, to the cultivation of the memory, %¢°,
condly, to the cultivation of the imagination, lasfl)' 4
to the cultivation of ke judgment or reasonin§
faculty. .

Such then is the principle upon which the Jesuit®
grounded that branch of their education which ¢~
lates to the cultivation of the understandiog. Such

is the principle which the first colleges of Canada .

1
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tollowed inordering their course of studies, and to
which the colleges more recently established have
more or Jess conformed. Nothing, certainly, can
be more rational.  If then there is no fuilure intho
application of the principle, the education of the
Jesuits and that of the colleges of Canada are far
trom meriting the censure passed upon them by the
Canadian Courant.

Ths therefore is the point which we have now o
examine.  Ju this examination I shall suppose the
course of studies of eight years adopted in the prov-
wmce. ‘The ficet period of education should be di-
tected to the cultivation of the memory and of that
sl portion of judgment and imagination by
which itis accomfanied.

"This is effectcd by the study of the languages,

of history, geography, mytbology. By these stu-,

dies the memory collects a treasure of wonds, of
phrases, of examples, of facts, whence imagination
«ud judgmeat can afterwards draw ample materials
tur ernament, elucidation br proof. ‘V'he portion of
sudgment and imagination which the youth possess
1s not neglected during this period. These two
taculties find abundant exercise for their infant
state in the application of the rules of gramnar,-in|
the choice of epithets and expressions. Tho an-
cientlanguages arc most particularly, applied to
because they are the parents of most of our modern
European languages, they have attained their de-
gree of perfection, the monuments of the people
who used them are cozval with us, they furnish
the most perfect models in their various branches
uf literature and science, they are too difficult (o
e learned in advaficed years if neglected in youth,
snd by the atlention which they require and the
cxercise they afford to the faculties, they are the
basis of tho education whose object is to expand
Jic human mind. This period occupies a space of
1ur years.

By this time the imagination is supposed to be
sutliciently developed tobecome the special object
of cultivation, and the youth are introduced into
the enchanted regions of the, muses. The charms
of poctry, and the majesty of eloquence are placed
hefore their eyes. Their imagination is expanded
Yy anattentive study and explanation of the .huicest
wthors ;-itis directed an.! fortified by ,.recepts
and instructions, and is pesfected by repeated es-
caysand imitations in which every means isused
1o excitc and encourage laudable emulation. This
accupies the space of tvo years. At its expira-
uon the judgment having aftained a sufficient de-
yree of solidity, calls for the speci&uttenﬁon of th¢
teacher. ‘The brilliant and cnga"ging pursuits of
the imagination must be relinquished for the more
<erious, the more important pursuits of the reasan-
g facully. The poble sciences of logic, meta-
physics, ethics, mathematics and natural phileso-
pby, are the means adopted to perfect the Judg
ment,  Fhese sciences call forth all the energies
af reason.  Soundness of principle, habit of con-

flecting consequences with premises, accuracy andfothers is of little importance. The private exi-

»vrrectness of longuage, precisica in definitions,
rirength 10 argumentation,

k subtlety in unravelling jthem to sce some inconveniencies in the length of
he soplisms of adversaries, solidity of Judgment, j this education. Socicty in general can sec but)

are the advantages to which these sciences lead, &
in them consists the perfection of the reasoning
faculty, Two ycars nccupied in these branches’
cemplete tho collegiate education. )

Such is the manner in which the principle of’
following in the courso of studies, the graduni do-||
velopement of the human faculties is applied. Mis !
the justness of this principl~ and the correctness of |
its application, that procured so much success to
the education of the Jesuits, and excited the p:\r-‘;
ticular admiration of so many enlightened men, &'
the general admivation of Europe.  After this ex-!
position 1 boldly appeal to an enlightened public
against the sweeping condemnnation of the Courant. '
i A system founded in reason and nature, crowned
"by the most brilliant success, aud approved, ad-’
mired, commended by the inost distinguished mcn,!
and the most competent judges, requires a little"

more respect, i
And what objection canbe madeto it? ‘That it

flis too long 2 That fittle is learned? 1 am well }
jlaware that many would wish to have children of |
fifteen, Iatin and greck scholars, mathematicians, |
orators, philosophers and politicians. This is re-.
fuiring too much even of aman of forly., Nature
proceeds by successive and impercoptible degrees,

Those children who are so much boasted of and;
flaitered at twelve or fifteen, but too frequently

j|become men below mediocrity. Public education;
ijshould be adapted to the capacity of the gjrcaier}
number. Now experience shews that the greater

number skibuld learn few things, but well ; slowly,

but constantly. Fine as any other system may
appear in theory, it is miserable when reduced to,
practice. *'The progressof a child” says Rousseau, |
“‘should be that of a child, not that of 2 man., A i
taste for literature is all that colleges can inspire :

advantages in jt.  Now the general good of socicty
beiug the greater, must be preferrcd,

Let ussum up what we lave said. The Jesuir

system is approved by the highest autheritics, cou-

firmed by unquestionable experience, founded in
reason and in nature : its length is advantageous to
socicty. Nothing then can e more flattering fo
our justitutions, no_greater encomiun can be given
them than to represé'{iththcm as following in thei:

cducation the system of the Jesuits,
s To be continued.
e

From the Cathiwhic Press.
MARTIN LUTHER (¥S.) TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES.

e ———

The above caption will wotafford greater -
prise to the generality of our veaders thau will tie
following facts demonstrativily prove the truth w
the assertion.  For the Editor of a Catholic publi
cation, “in the land of steady hubits,” tu asser
thut Martin Luther the grand progenitor of the
Revolution ofthe filicenth century was opposed i
factand deed to the present movements ot ‘Tew-
perance Socicties, the noble work of his still wrore
noble sons, would scarcely gain credit.  But that
all obseurity may be removed from off the subject
we will produce the merry gentleman to speak for
himself. Our guotations shall be confined whollv
to his communications with 17s beloved disciple
Y, ellerus, who spent ten ycars under the guidapee
aifd for the most part at the house of Martin Lu
ther atd Kitty Boren alias Mrs. Luther.  The
good disciple was rather of a melancholy an‘
scrupuluus turn of mind and could but seldom taks
partin the many high glees and joyful pastimes «
that cheerful family. Luther, however, whether
absent or present always endeavored to chase «-

they open the carcer, let genius pursue it.”’—
“What,” saysa man of greater authority than
i Rousseau, Mr, de Bonald, Legislation primitive, 1.
vol. iii. ch. 11. *“¥What does a young man know |
jon leaving college? Nothing, not even what e,
has learned ; for what can be known nt eighteen?’
But if nature has seconded education, he will lmvc!
his body healthy, bis mind open, his heart well dis-'
posed. e will fecl the necessity of order, of ci-
vility, of uprightness; he will have acquired the
habit of obedience—anadvantage to which no olherl
canbe compared.”” ‘I have but one fear,” says
be again, ““and that is, lest the youth should retire
190 soon from college. Education should be pro-
longed, less for the cultivationof the understanding
than for the cultivatic. ofthe heart. The frugality,
the vigilance, the varied and constant occupations,
of a college life are far better securities against the,
dangers of that critical age, than the idleness and
indulgence ofhome. The later youth appear in
socicty, the greater, the'tiore important will be the
services they will render.”
Every reflecting man, every experienced man,
every estimable parent wiil feel the solidity ofthese i
reflections—the approbation or disapprobation of |

gencies of some individualsor families may cause

285

way the gloomy spirit that hung over him; for thi-

purpose he would often introduce to kis acquaint

ance his own most dear companion the BOTTLE’

not forgeting however to introduce teo some mer

ry topic with his beloved helpmate, Kitty,—

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN LUTHER AND WEL-
LERUS.

Inanswer toa melancholy tale from Wellerus,
Martin Luther upon a journey writes—“Give up
melancholy, keep gay company with my] wife and
our iriends.” Joca ctludos unisce cumuxore mes
et ceteris, ]—“drink more freely, play, be merry.”
Largius bibendum nugandum ludendum,}—“nay,
commit some sin in hatred and aversion to Satan
lest he trouble you about triffles and scruples,”
[Peccatum aliguod facicndum in odium et conten-
ptum Diaboli,]—“ifhe tells you, don't drink, teil
him I will drink the more through spite,” (Maxime
bibans quod tu prohibes atqueo deo largius bibam—
we copy literally.) “Why do you think that }
myselfthus drink freely, keep more jovous discour-
ses and feasting, ifnot to make the Devil the fool,”
(Quid causm aliud esse censes quod Ego sic mer
acius bibam, liberius confabuler, comesser soepius.
quam ut ludam Diabolum ac vesem qui me vexere
et ac ludere paraverat.) “Iwish 1 could point
out some great sin thus to plague the Devil ani
make him understand thatI know ofno sin that ¥
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canreproach myscll’ with,” (Utinun possem  ali-
-quid insigne peccati designare ut intelligeret' Diab-
oli me nulfam peeeatum  agnoscere; nullius esse
mibiconscium.) “I\We should banish at once the
whole decalogue from our mind and sight when
Satan thus means totry us.  If'he objeets to our
sinsand tells ng that we will be damned, for being
tnlly of sin—answer, yes we areguilty and worthy
of hell; therefore, will he say, youwill be Jost cter-
nually!  Notatall, Tknowone who has answered
{tor me and atoned for all—his name is Jesus, the
Son of G '—where heis I will also be.” The La-
zin run thus—Omnino totus decalyeus amovendus
st nobis ex aculis animo, nobis, inquam, quos sic
petit et vexat Diabohuis~Quad st Diaholus ali-
«quaado objecerit pecata nostra, ac reos egerit mor-
us etinferny, tum sic debemus dicere: fateor quid-
~m me reum esse morlis ac inferui, quidtum pos-
:ew?  Ergo in eternum condemnateris.  Minime!
unvi enim quemdam qu passusest pro me ac satis-
ebit, et vocatur Jesus Christus, Dei filins, ubi is
nanebit, manebo et ipse—~H. Welleri opera provm-
ssa approbatione Universitatis Witterabergeunsis et
orefavone Carpzoviifolio Lipst 1702, p. 208,  This
«s Luther in carnest—an ald reprobate, tormented
tv hisbad conscience, (for he twrote this in 1546,
63 yeurs old,)—the Patriarch of the Relormation,
us he was writing to caution hisfollowers against
tue incroachments of ‘Temperence Societies!

Far be it fran us to disenuntenance "Temperance
™ any shape; indeed we coneeive it to be truly an
~iangelical virtue; while intemperance we conceive
-0 be ane of the worst of vices in the black cata-
1 zrue of guilt; but we simply give the above quota-
tions as another preof of the inconsistency of Pro-
testantism.
e

ORIGINAL.

ON RELIGIOUS SYMBOLS, SIGNS AND
CEREMOXNIES.

Sienim inorporeus essis, nuda et incorporea tili dedis-

setdona sed, quoniam anima corpori conserie ¢3t;in_sen.

abiltbus wntellimbilia t:bi prabet. S. Chrysostom. Rom.
70, ad popul, anuochenum.

Had’st thou been made without a body, God’e gifts to
thee would have been purely spiritual” But <ince thou
hast a body joined with asoul; he renders by sensible sigus,
bis gifts to thee inteilimble.

{t is truly surprising that none of our gprotestant
secls, indiscarding so from their several systems
«freligionall sacred symbols, signs and ceremo-
rics; never perceive that the scripture, the sole au-
thority which they pretend to go by, is directly
contrary lo their reforming schemes in this parti-
calar: for in the whole sacred cede, from begin-
ning to end, Gad is seen directing and instructing
man by emblematical figures, signs symbols ~nd
ceremonieg,  The creator is there repres2nted ad-
dressing himselfto his human creatures, not as to
fure spirits, in mercly mental  commu~ications;
but as to rational beings ofa different order; tobe-
ings whehave bndiesand’ bodily senses; through
the medium of which he communicates to their
minds his fruths and directions, under ten thousand
allusive shapes and  images; which arfest and fix

the pussing thought; and cling as painted remi-
nisceuces of slmplo ideas to the imagination.
What were elseall the various victims offered up
to God by his own appointment, down from the be-
ginning of the world, till their fulfilmentin the fi-
nal sacrifice of our all suffering victim Jesus Christ
to whom in so many ways andl senses they all al
Iuded?—What, for instance, was thetreeof life,
with its immortalizing fruit, planted in Paradise in
opposition ta the tree of death; the tree of know-
ledgo, with its forbidden fruit?  What, butthe em-
blem of the treo of the cross; not indeed the free
of knowledge, which it utterly confounds: for itis
a stumbling block to the Jews, and folly to the Gen-
tiles: 1 Cor. 1, 23; but ¢ firm fuith, and entire re-
liance on the ward of God: the fruit of which, or
that which hung upon it, the body and blood of our
jdivine victim, we are now commanded {o eat, as
jthe sovereign antidote against tho death incurred
by cating of the former fruit forbidden; the fruit
of knowledge disallowed. By our firm relianee
on the word of Ged, which reveals to usso in-
comprchensible a mystery; and by our ready com-
ipliance with his injunction to eat; believing what
we eat to be just that which God has said itis; not
guiltily wisbing to know what God, to try our faith
thinks at present fit to be concealed fromus; bring-
ing thus our understanding into captivily in obe-
dienceto Ckrist; 2,Cor. 10,5, We make amends
‘for man’s original distcust in Gad’s word, and for
his disobediencein Paradise; and are restored to
never ending life and bliss by a conduct the very
oppasite ofthat,by which we unhappily forfeited
them.

Were not the cherubims, guarding from guilty
man’s approach the tree of life in Paradise, repre-
sented by those figuratively guardingin the Jewish
tabernacle what represented the life-giving fruit of
thatmystical trec; the manna; shew bread, loates
of proposition. and wafers of fine flour: the very
forms under which the immortalizing fruit that
hung upen the crass, wastobe keptin the chris-
tian tabernacle of the Saviour’s churchamong the
converted gentiles? Through the gaje of this ta-
bernacle, when the full altuncment for our guili
was wade, we are restored to God, from whom we
had fallen; and readmitted into paradise: for there
is peradise where the Saviour God resides: as he
docs under the sacramental veils; and there is pre-
served she reality of all that the Jewish tabernacle
contained, bt in figure; what the Saviour himself
decharedfo be, the livingbread thatcame down
{from heaven; of which ke who eals, shall live for
ever. John 6,52, 1Itis this, -the choicest of his
gifis, which the spirit promises to give, when ad-
dressing in the revelations the churches as follows:
to him, who overcomes. Iﬁpf{lig:ve to cat ofthe tree
of life, whick is in the paradise of my God. Apoc.
2,7.—And again: fo him, iho overcomes, I il
gice the hidden manne; and J will give him awhite
counter; and in the countes a new ngme written,
& c.—ibid. verse 17,

In like moanner was the ark, built by the only one
who was found, truly just of ourrace; in which
none but he and hus familyavese saved by waler; an
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emblem of the Church founded by the sole just and
perfoct oncof our race: in which, through him are
saved, by water also, none but his family; or those
born to him in baptism. John, 8, 3.

What was Jacob’s ladder, but asymbol of tl.:
entry or gate to heaven: a free passage into which
is afforded only from the spot, where the prefigured
Jacob roposes on the chief corner stone of his
church; the house of God; the house twhich wisdom
duilt for herself, and for which ske 2as kewn out
her seven pillars, (the sacraments) Prov. 9; the
bouse founded by the wise man, by the Saviour an
the rock; against which, he has assured us the gates
of hell shall not prevail; and with which he himself,
together withhis spivit, the spirit of truth, shall
abide at all tumes, cven to the'end of the world.
Hence the holy patriarch foreseeing this in the pro-
phetic light, exclaims. terrible is this placcs Truly
this is na other than the house of God and the gate

of heaven.

The miraculousrod of Moses, and that of Aaron
were they not the emblens. the former of the king -
ly, the latter of the priestly sceptre, or power of Je-
susChrist?  Z'he brazen serpent, whick God com-
manded Moses to raise as a healing sign, to his
people, who were dying of the bites of the fiery
Scrpantsinthe wilderness; Numb. 21  Does not
the Saviour tell us, John 3, 14, that it was the fi-
gure of himself crucified. It was then a mysterious
crucifix; a sign so hated by protestants. It was
a holy image, commanded by God himself to be
ma ‘e, and set up, and looked upon by bhis people: a
miraculous and wonder working symbol!

What was that trec, which, cast into the bitter
waters of Mara, rendercd them sweet? If not the
emblem of the cross: the contemplation of which,
and of all thatthe Saviour suffered on it to expiate
our guill; sweetens the cup of sorrow and suffer-
ings, which we are doomed to drink on our journey
through the desart of this world “towards heaven
our promised home? .

‘The budding of Aaron’s rod in the tabernacle,
was, according to the interpretation of the fathers,
the emblem of the bledsed virgin’s conceiviag and
bringing forth the Man-God, Jesus Christ; accord-
ing to the prophetic simile of Isaias: and there shall
come forth a rod out of the root of Jesse; and a
| flour shall rise upout of this roolt and the spirit of
the Lord shall rest upon. him, &c. Isaias, ch.1l,
verses 1, 2,

The fleece uf Gedeon, fitst receiving exclusive-
Iy thiedew of heaven, represents, according to the
same holy intes r, the same most privileged of
creatures full $irace; as the archangel declared
hertobe: adding: the Holy Ghostshall comt upon
thee; andthe virtue of the most highshall oversha-
dow thee: and therefore also the holy, whick shall by
born of thee, shall be called the son ¢f God. Hence
the prophet Isaias, alluding to the same figure; ex-
claims: drop dowen dew,,ye heavens, from above;
ang let the clouds rain the just one! Lt the carth
be opened and bud forth ¢ Saviourl—Ilsaiah, 468«
And aguin: he shall come down, like rainuponsihe
flecce: and as showers fulling gently upon the carlk

- d
!

Ts. 71, 6. 'The second wonder of the fleece shewed
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that, when it was thus itself first exclusively andso
tully satutated with the dew of grace; the heavenly
dew was thenceforth diffused over all.

‘I'he pitchers, with lamps busning in them, which
when broken, shewed forthin the midst of the noc-
furnal obscurity the lights which they contained; re-
presented the mean and frail vessels which the true
Gedeon, the Saviour, made choice of in order to
confound and defeat the enemy: and it was then
ibove all, that their light of faith and fire of divine
« lianty shone forth, in the midst of the pagan dark-
ness, wiren their vessels of clay, their fail bodies,

were dashed to piecds in Martyrdom.

The Learth cake rolling down from the mountain,
which upsets the whole camp of Median, s inter
yreted in the very text jtself, and interpreted truly;
Gedeon himselt; the prefigured Gedeon, the real
heatth-cake: the living bread that came down from
keaven: who rushing with his forowers into the
enemy’s camp, establishes on the grounds which
they occupied, his camp; his religion, his unbloody
sacrifice ofbread and wine, and his everlasting
priesthood, according to the order of Melchisi-
dech, R
The sult used by Elisha to sweeteuthe fountain,
and fertilize the barren soil; and the meal to ren-
der wholesome the contents of the pot; isbut the
emblem of that mysiic salt, to which the Saviour
alludes, when stiling his apostles the salt of the
carth, For they, by their holy preaching, and edi-
tying example, were destined to scason the rest of
mankind; and thus preserve thery from the corrup-
tivn of sin: and of the flour, of which is roade that
which is changedinto the bread of life?

What important and wonderful truths are thus
made known tous, and fiked in our memory by
these, and numberless nther such aensible signs and
symbols. ‘These tender to the mind the simplest
ideas discernible objects; and givea kind of body
to tho purely spiritual thought. Hence we find the
whole holy scripture abounding with hieroglyphi-
cal symbols; allegorical descriptions; parabolical
similies, tropes, figures of speech and action, used
by the prophets and inspited writers, in their an-
nouncements to the rest of mankind of God’s will
and command; threats or promises.

But, indeed, is not all the knowledge, which we
receive from without, communicated to usby sca-
sible signs? A book presented o the eye, is as
much an informing sign, as (what if representing
any thing holy, is not so relished by the protestant)
animage or apainling. Speech itself and words,
are but external signs informing through the ear
our thinking principle. Besides the whole exter-
nal part of Gods’s worship, consistsbutin sensible
«igns and significative ceremonies,  Abolish these
and man is plunged without resource inthe dark
chaos of his native ignorance, '

But in the new law, the protestant will say, all
the figuresare finally abolished. They are no-
where mentioned in  scripture as ebolished; but
only as fulfilled, Icame not,says the Saviour, o
ebolish but to fulfil the law,

If all figures are abolished in the new law, what
is the baptismalwater? Is it not thefigme, or ex-

ternal sign of the internally cleansing grace? What
is the oil, with which the Saviour commanded his
apostles to anoint the sick?  And to which anoint-
ing by the priests, together with the prayer of faith,
such ample grace and forgiveness of sin is in scrip-
ture declared to be annoxed? James! Ep. ch, 8
What the clay, made by the Saviour, with his spit-
tle, and bis anointing w* h it the eyes of the born
blind; desiring him at the sawe time to go
and wash in the pool of Siloe! What his touching
with his spittle the tonguc; and his theusting bis fin-
gers into the cars of the deaf aml dumb man, whom
he healeed? His washing the feet of bis apostles?

His breathing upon them, and saying: reccive ye
the Holy Ghost? \Vhat was Saint Peter’s vision of]
the sheet let down from heaven full of unclean ani-
mals? What the laying on of hands by the apos-
tles on those, whorn they ordained; or on whom
they invoked the Holy Ghost?

Need Tmention the emblematic forms of bread
and wine, assumed by the Saviourin s Eucha-
ristic sacrifice and sacrament; shewing himself
thus to be the meat and drink of our souls, and in-
dicating the favour inlended by the forms he
takes?

Ta like manner did the Holy Ghost on two oc-
cpsions indicate by the forms under which he ap-
peared, the end of hisdecent, and the gifts he gave.
He descended on our peace-maker, the just and
holy one; the second Noah in the midst of the wa-
ter; the Saviour ofour race; hy the water of bap-
tism, which received from the-touch of the incar-
nate deity’s immaculate person, ifs guilt-cleansing
and re-generating efficacy. He descended upon
the spiritually regenerating father of mankind in
the shape of the winged messinger of peacs, the
dove, whichbrougbt to the first, prefiguring Ncah
th green olive bough; thetoken and pledge of God’s
wrath appeascd; and ofearth’s fruits and produc-
tions restored {o man. In bhis second descent,
which wason the first christians at Pentecost, the
same divine spirit took the visible form of cloven
longues of fire; signifying by that form the grace
he imparted, or the gift bestowed; namely the fire
divine of charity, which our Saviour said Ae came
lo cast upon the earth; and desired to see enkindled:
and the lighting up with that blessed fire the tongues
of Christ’s disciples; thus fitting them as instru-
ments, fo spread abroad in every direction the holy
heart-warming and illuminating conflagration. In
each fiery tongue the Holy Ghost was given dis-
tinctly to each: and yet he was but one given at
the same moment to all. The Protestant sees no-
thing impossible in this: and yet ho denies to Jesus
Christ, whom he owns to be God, equal with the
Holy Ghost, the power of thus appearing under the
visible forms, which he assures ushe takes: and of
communicatiog himself at one and the samo time
to any number ofhis followers, great or small!!!

Nor was it without a mysterious indication that
the Holy Ghost assumed the form of ¢ cloven or
divided tongue: Hitherto hisinspirations were made,
his truths promulgaied, and his worship performed
in a nationspeaking butone tongue. Thatdongue,
tho Hebrew, was therefore the holy language: but

287

it wns henceforth to he divided; andthe nniversal
tonguoofthe converled heathens; the tongue of
the imperial rulers of the earth, the Romauns; to
whom in their representativo Pontius Pilate, the
Saviour was made over by his pcople; was to be
co-sanctified with the Hebrew, and fitted for the
worship of the frue God, and the universal promul
gation of his truths, This adaptation of the Ro
man with the Hebrew tonguo for the sacred cnds
of maw’s redemption, was refiresented by the cloven
form in whichthe fiery tongues appeared.

Under how many sensiblc signs, orimages, does
uot God foretell to usin the Apocalype, the great
events by which his church on carth shall be affect-
ed down to theend of time!  Iudsed, it is by such
signs symbols and ceremonies that he has all along
instructed his-human family; and will ever conti
nuc todo so in his one, holy, catholic and apostol-
ical church, aslong as this world endures. 1t it
therofore our particular duty to learn the sacred
and instructive meanings which his Church attach-
es to herseveral rites and coremonies.

It was our wish and intention at first, after cx-
plaining the ceremonies of the mass, to bave con-
tinued our explanation of all tho other rites and ce-
remonies; universally observed by the Catholic
church in her administration of the sacraments, her
solemn benedictions and consecrations, Butalways
hitherto the pressure of other important matter has
left us no opportunity to fulfil our original purpuse.
‘We shall therefore take the casliest occasion afford-
ed us to treat of theee subjects; with which every
Catholic at least should be thoroughly acquainted.

BIBLICAL NOTICES AND EXPLANATIONS,

Continygtd.
THE FOURTH BCOK OF KINGS.

Chapter 5—Verse 10, Go and wash seven
times in the Jordan, &c. Hereare alluded
to the cleansing effccts of the seven sacraments
from the leprosy of sin; through the virtue of the
man-God who commenced his purifying instituie
by washing in the Jordan,

Verse 13. They were Noaman-g scrvants, who
persuaded him to wash, They were the poor and
mean, who converted the great, and persuaded
theit worldly masters to wash in the Jordan, afler
the Saviour, inorder to be cleansed from their spi-
ritual leprosy.

Veérse 16.  Eliscus refuse@  Naaman’s profiered
gigl; as the grace of God isnot to be bought and
sold.

Verse 17.  Grant to me thy servant fo fakéfrom
hence two mules’ burthen of earth. Why this re-
quest, but because Naaman considered the earth
holy: andon it heintended erecting an dltar to the
only true God, whom he now acknowledged? Is
notthis idea somcwhata Catholic one? Blessed
g:imh!dl_;owcan a protestant consider aby thing

esse

Verse 19, Go in peate. What the prophet
here allowed, wagnot an‘cutward conformity fo an
idolatrous worship: ‘bt onl§ a setvice, which, by
his office heowed to hismaster; who on all public
occasions leaned upon him: so that his.-bowing
down, when his master bowed himself, was ndt in
effectadoring. the.ido)s;inor'was it'so  undorstood
by the standers by; sincé be publicly professed
Bimself a worshipper of the" dnly true”and living

.
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God.  But it was no more than doing a civil office
tothe king, his master; whose leaning upon him
10 bow at the same tume that he bowed, D. B.

Verse 27 The leprosy of Giezi respresents the
<uilt, or spititual leprosy which attaches to those
i the sacred ministry, who sell their services for
-emporal hire; who make a traffic of religion.

Chapter6—Verse 6. The picce of wood cast
b3y the prophet, into the water, towards which the
aewd uf the wrd floated, represcnts the wood of the
vross; which restores to us our lost power to la-
nuur or do good, the power of laying the axe to the
rovt uf the {ree, aud, Ly felling our _criminal pas-
s, of aisitig with them, thus subducd, a perma-
icnt habitation near the Jordan, the spiritually pu-
“iying, refreshing and ferlilizing sticam,

Verse 12, If Eliseus m the body, could, in the
prophetic spirit, see and hear from such a distance;
the most secret counsels of the king of Syria; how
«.an protestants suppose the blest in heaven, wlho
enjoy the clear visin of God Litnself, incapable of|
xnowng what passes heve on carth?  This, vesides,
1s contrary to the Saviour's declaration, that there
:s more juy in heaven for the one sinner converted,
than for the ninety nine just,

Verse 16, Fear not ; for there are more with us
than for them: namely the fost of Heaven ; which,
at the prophet,s prayer, hisservant was_permitted
to hehold.  And can Protestants, who effect to take,
tirie scnpture for theirrule of Fath, declare that
fdoctnine talse which Catholics hold, that the just,
when attacked by their Enemies, visible or invisi-

uvle, are uot now as fonmely, Jdefended by the same),

tleavenly Guardions , Let Protestunts then shew
as they are hound to do what Scripture Text, they
ground this contiadtetery attile of thur creed
upon.

Verse 1S. Blindness, §c. The Blindness here
spoken of, was of a particular kind ; which hindered
them from seeing the objectsthat were really before
them ; and represented other different objects tu
tliir Imagination ; so they no longer perccived the
city of Pothan nor weie able to know the persou of
Lliseus ; but were easily led by him, whom they
took to bc another Man, to Samaria. So that he
truly tuld them, verse 29, this is notthe way: nei-.

ther is this the cily ; &c. because he spoke with rc-;

lation to the way and the city, which wasrepresen-
ted to them. D.B

Verse 30. And all the peaple saw the hair cloth,
which he wore next to his flesh.  'This shews that
the Catholic penitential instrument the hair cloth,
was in use from the beginning among the people of

God.

Clapter S,—Verse 10.  Zell himthow shull re-
cover. By these words the prophet signiticd that
the Kings disease was not mortal; and that he
would recover, if no violence were used. Or he
might oniv express himself in this maoner, by way
of giving Hazacl to understand that he knew botn
what he would <ay and do- that he would indeed
tell the King thut he should recover; but would be
himself the mstrument of hisdeath. D. B

Versc 16.—.7nd of Jusaphat Sic. that is’ Josaphat
being vetalive : who smetime before his Death
made his Son Joram king ; as David did before his
Son Solomon. 1bid.

Verse 26. The daughter of Amri;that is,
Grand Daughter, for she was Daubgter of Achab,

|

('pretend; whi. h scripture here affirnis to have hap-

John sinned in thus pretending to worship  Beal ;-
and causing Sacrifice to be offered to him: because
evil is ueverto bedone that good may come of it,
Rom. 3. 8. 1bid,

Chapter 11.verse 12.--The Testimeay, the book
of the Law.

Chapter 12—Verse 4. Seactified, that is dedi-
cated to  God’s service.—ibid, Z'ke price of a:
soul that is, the ordinary oblatiou, \\{nich ciery,
soul was to uffes Ly (e law, Exod, 30. —ibid.

C!m;\lor 13—Verse 19, If thowhadst smitten,!
(&, By this it appears that God lad revealed to,
. the prophict that the hiug should overcome the Sy -,
| T42NS a8 many 1in.s as be should then strike un the |
ground, but as he had not at the same time
'revealed to him how often the king  would s!rikc;'
‘the prophet was concerned to sce that the king'

Istruck but thrice. 1Ibid.

Verse 21. Is that unscriplural as Protestants

|
,pened, or 1s it then unscriptural to believe, as Ca-
“tholicsdo, that God, may still, if he chooses, hon
our by miracles, the bones and relics of his saints,
;as he did those of his servant Eliseus?

;' Chapler 14—Verse S, Let us sce one another,
{ This was a challenge to fight, D, B.

unish-

Chapter 15.—Verse 5. A leper. In
offer-

ment of bis usurping the priestly function o
tng up mcense in the temple. 2 Paralip. 26.

Chapter 19. From Verse 21, to 35. What
would be conceived or uttered so majestic and
sublime; so full of lofty and dignified scorn for the

blasphemous and vain boasting Kings of the Assy
Irians, as this prophecy of Isaiah, which promises,
'towards the close, in verse 31, that remnant of Isracl
,who shall follow the Saviour!

[
|

Chapter 20,—verse 11, And Jsuiah, the prophet
called upon the Lord ; and he brought the shadow
ten degrees backwards by the lines, by which it had;
'already gone down in the dial of Achaz. This mi-
‘racle, and that wrought by Joshua ; at whose com-
jmand the Sun stood still, and prolonged the day
till victory had declared for the House of Israel ;
prove at ence, and in a transcendant degree that
'the God ofthe Hebrews was the sole God of the
universe. Yot as the Astronomer demonstrates,
the last retrocession or stoppage of the Sun’s course
;must have caused the same throughout the whole
_plane tary system ; otherwise the vast structure of
ithe universe would kave been deranged, and thrown
into pain and confusion.

Chapter 22—verso 8. Thebook of the law ; that
is Deuetronomy.

| Deborah, Holda and Judith were the only females,
{whom God chose inthe worst of times, to be the
i| inspired organs of lus instructing voice to his pea-
iple ; for the woman, since her fatal counsel to man
in paradisc, was not more allowed to counsel the
man, except on such extraordinary occasions, and

Son of Amri-—verse 18, 1bid,

Chapter 10, verse 18, Jucill worship hum more.

Ifor his humiliation, but tobe counselled by him.—
1.Con. 14, 31.—1. Tim. 2, 11, 12, 13, 14,
Ihe end of the Fourth Book of Kings.
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Oft vain essay'd ;

b
Jpholding, bright’nin
Stlx)ll scho?ching were
‘1 Hence, from his ardent
Her dazzled looks to night's refreshing sereen .
'| When moon, attendant on her darklin steps,
"'Hcr silver mirror holds, that mild reflects,
T'> cheer her lonely steps his image
Then too the starry
Innum'rous (winrlm'
That glows cerulean 3 till the orient morn
Before the sun her golden gates unclese.

Has God not grudgd to rear.
His everlasting home of bliss design'd ;

Not eye_has
What bliss in heav’n is for the righteous stor’d.—1 Cor. 11, 9.
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Alone nngranted seoms his upward flight.
f as mach he longs ¢ explore,
Wath nearerken the wonders brsght he spies
:}!l scatter’d o'cr the blue expanse of heav'n,

s wet deni -« him mortal so to quit
His sphere as:ign’d terrestial 3 or desery,
Reyond conjeaure probable, the state~——m—Eceles. 1. 11
Of systems £0 ~emor 'd, and worlds unknown
Yet needless such research, though useful found
’I‘o shew creatwe greatness.  Be 't enough

Yo know that lor our goud in hicar'n and carth
W.:ls all, that i¢, intended by that pow’r,
Whose hand thowe luminarics bright has hung
Al round our globe snnwn’rous ; chief the sun,
That leads along, majestic i lus course,

The circling scasons , and bids day replace

The night altrmate ; when Anrora fur
With rosy hand withdraws the dusky vii,

That blooming nature’s charme from sight conceals
Till eve retarnin

% goadual o’cr her spread

toe o, and hush the busthing world
fxcat, and life avd joy imparts

I, on whom his beamy count'sance smiles :
g aud enliv'ning all.

“his radiance, constant <hed
zc carth modest turns

o]

The mantling
He, light, and

| 3 dear,
train their tapers light,
ng o’cr th’ etherial space,

Such Mansion here magnifficent, for man,
Lodg’d, though n exile, yotin prancely state,
Then, say ; 10 heas*n,

What habitation glorious there awaits

‘The objects worthy found of God’s regard 1
Al ! who the wonders of that happy world
Unwitness’d can desoribe T Ev'n he, who crst
In vision rapt sublime, = glimpse had cav,
Ofheay’n’s enchanting scenes ; owns all
And all he heard, unutterable quite———2 Cor. xu, 2.

ght
fic faw,

In language human ; then abrupt exclaims :
ag scen, ear heard, or mind conceiv’d
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