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Quod semper; quod ubigne; quod ab it

[

‘f _ ON CHARITY TO THE POOR.

Give, and it shallbe giv:& to you ,good measure,
cr and rapning over
hca,wd Gp, shakea 108 g Luke vi. m,

o judge by the conduct of the gencrality of|
Christians, and even.of those who are at some trou-
ble to pleass God, and to secuse thesr salvation; it
would appear as if they imagined that nothing
more were required of therm, in oxder to attain to
that endless bliss, for which they were created, than
mercly to repent-for the sins they have had the
misfortune to commit; and to avoid rélapsing into
them for the time to come. Still, however, when
we have dono all this, Wt have accomnlished no-
thing more than the first necessary balf of our duty.
We have only just entered zpon the path of right-
cousness, without advancing forwaid one single
step towands that perfection, towvhich alithe fol-
Towers of Jesus Christ are called. Be ye perfed,
fays our Saviour, as your heavenly father is per-
fect. Blark v.48. We are commanded not only
to avoid evil, butalso to do goed: (1 Pet. dii. 11.)
wndio use diligence dy good works to make ouy cal-
ling and election sure. 2 Pet.i. 10,

‘We have all of us herc below our several tasks
aflotted us. Every ono has the particular duties of|
Bis own situationinlife to fulfil. tis only, howev
er, the spiritual fatber, who can eater in private in-
10 all the varicd, minute, and intricafe detznff of’
these particular obligations, with Lis penitentinthe
confessional; where he can adapt bls instructions
and advice tothe capacity, disposition, agd cir-
cumstances of every individual. Theusual object
of public exbortation is to rccommend those du-
ties, which are morc or less incumbent on ali- Of
thisclass, but in tht first degree, and above all
others, is the duty which amabout to iacalcate to
vou: ¥ mean the great, the indispensable duty of
Charity to the poor. ’

1shall nest direct your atfention foa partacular
cage, which notonly deserves, butimperiously ¢alis
sor the immediate interference of your charitable
gxceriions. :

Chirity to the poor is the most indispensable of
al Christian dulies, because itis fnseparoble from
the very first and greafest of all obligations, (hatof!
loding God. -#Vehace received this command from

Gd;says the-Aposilc St. Johu, that ke 1who foves

God, loves also his brother, Ifany one says that
he loves God. and hates hig brother; he is aliur; for
if he loves not kis brother, whom ke sees, howcan he
love God, whom ke docsnot see? 1 John iv, 20, 21,
The love of God supposes then the love of our
neighbour, The one is but 2 necessary conse-
quence flowing from the other. Whenever the
cause exists, the cfiect must ensue, The love of]
God above all things must everimply the love of
our neighbour asoursalves, . |
»But can such brothedy love, suchfraterpal cha-
rily exist in those, whoseeing a brotherin distress,
take not the least step to relieve him? Christians!

bere §s an infallible rule laid down for yon, by
which you may judge of the degree of love which
youbear to God; and calculate upon that, the chanc-

es you bave to eternalsalvation.  For ke who loyes
not, says the same apasile, vemains I death., 1
John ifi. 14. Doyen ¥ish {o know if you really
iove God, as you.shoul}, and if your souls live in
his grace? Liook at yourneighbour. Is there any
ouc among your fellow-creatures, I do not say,
whom you hate or dislike; but whom youlove not
as you would wish to be loved; whom you oblige
not, evenas you yourselves would wish to beoblig-
ed in shilar circumstances’ Say then without any
doubt or hesitation; for, alas! it i3 100 true: say,
and shudder in uttering the sentencr that you love
not God—that consequently you remuin in death.
That your portion is not then with the friends but
with the cnomies of God. That heaven and end-
less felicity, is no more the object of your hope: but
that hell s yourdoom and a miserable cternity.
As you wish then,and expect tobe saved, never
be s> mwad infuture asto think of separating in
practice, whatis absolutely inseparable in  pragtice
as well as intheory, the love of your neigbbour
fromthelove of God.  These two virtnes, so close-
ly Yinked together, are the very hinges. on which
the whoie system of Christizn morality and perfee-
tion hangsand turns. On fthese fwo command-
menis says our Lord, the whole low cnd the pro-
phets depend.  Blatt. xxii. 40.

But can any one pretcnd to love his neighbour,

who can view with cold indificrence the sufferings
ofa fellow-creature, and not put himself to the
smallast inconvenience in order to alleviate them?
On whose callous heart the timid request, the meek
imploring eyc of want, thesickly, maimed, cmaci-
ated and tattéred forms makesno other impression
but that of disgust? Who fecls not that sweet,]
though sorrowing, sympathy for a brother in dis-
tress, whichiimpels him almost blindly to afiord the
immedime refief; without allowing him to caleulate

Py

the mitehe bostows to inveswigate the personal
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merits of .the.needy craver; or, whn* is worse, to
enbance his sufforings with the bitter taunt and

scornful rebufll

Charity to the poorisindeed nothing else but
fraternal love, excrting itself; as .occasion requires.
in behalf of the needy and distressed. Whoever
feelsthis charity stirring within him, bas i “he
kindly scnsations it excites inwardly, and the Leni-
ficent effects it produces outwardly, the .clearest
evidence that can be afforded him, thot he loveslus
God; and, therefore, that he belongs to the sociefy

of the just: ‘while the wantof it is a certain and
indubitable mark of reprobation.

So true is this, that our Lord himself] in the
description he gives-of the last judgment, seems to
make the eternal happiness of each.depend on the
practice aloneof thisvirtue, For addressing hin-
seif first to the just, ke snys: Comeyeblessed of my

Father, possess the kingdam prepared for you from
the beginning of theworld, For Jwas hungry and
you gave me Lo cal; I inng Lhirsty, and you gave me
to drink: Jwasa siranger, and you ook me in:
naked, and you clothed me; sick and in prison, ond
yon visited me.~For what you have doneto the least:
of my brethren, that do Jaccount us donc lo myself.—
Then turning to the wicked, he says: .Dcpaztfrm}:-
me;ye cursed, inlv crerlasting fire, whick was pre
pared for the deril and his angels. For I was Jun-
gry, and. you gave me not to cal: Itwas thirsty,
and you gave menot to drink: I was a siranger,
and you took me notin; naked, and you did nor
cletheme; sick and in prisen, and gow risited mer.
nof. Matt. xxvi 41;—Here indecd, Cluistians, is
realized the beatitude spoken infavour of the maee.
cifuly Blessed are the mercifud, forthey shall fing.
mercy. Here does our Lond at length fulfil his
promise 10 thase who are hiberal to the poor; Glire
and it shall be given lo you again, good measure,.
heaped up, sheken togetherand running over; for
wilh {he samemcasure as you mele to others, it.shall.
be measured tp you again. .
it were neediess to cite further scripture autho-
rity to prove whatis already thereby so clearly de-
monstrated; that charity to the poor is the most-in-.
Cispensable duty of all christians. It sufficess 1
say that there is no duty whatever so often.and so
strongly inculeated in holy writ, as this oné; nor
any, to the fulfilment of which Almighty Ged las
annexed such high rewards: and for the neglect of
which he threatens us with such dreadfuland lasi-
ing chastisements.

Christians ! .are you aware of this, when you
shut yourears againstthe piteous supplicatians of
the poor, and turn away vour cges from alf their

weants?  YWhen instead of scarching, as sou onght ,
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in the cold and comfortless retreats of poverty, for i'to the poor, lends to the Lord: who will repay him.

ruodest pining worth and merit in distress; for vir-!
tuc on the brink of ruin, from which your timely

aid might shatch her; for the fatherless and the
widow; wheninstead of causing to circulate among,
guch the overflowings of your plenty; you spurn

from your door, and frightenfrom your near ap-
-proach, those of them, whom your inhuman and!
uachristian neglect, and strong imperious necessity’
#uave forced reluctantly upon the public,

Murmur not, y‘poor, at the hard and mortify-
ing treatment you S0 often meet with; norat the
very unequal distribution of the goods of this life,’

Your sufferingsand privations arc but of shost

duration; asare also all the comforts and enjoy- | ligation. Allare morcorless obhged to practice
saents of the rich and great.  The tiae will soon!

come when they too shall mourn; and mourn in
carnest, that their condition was not once hkc;

Prov. xix. 17, In this manuer are we desived by
our Saviour f0 make {o ourselves friends of the
mammon of imquity; who, tchen we fuil, may re-
ceive us into everlasting dwellings. Luke xvi, 9.
Thus may the perishable riches of this world be ex-
changed for riches which shall never fuil: for Zrea-,
sures laid upin the kingdom of heaven; where nei-)
ther yust corrudes, nor moth consumes, nor theives
break through and steal. Matt, vi. 20.

But while the rich are so indispensably obliged
to divide their earthly treasures with the poor; let
notothers imagine that their more limited circum-
stances exemps them altogether from a similax  ob-

charity to the poor. ‘This is a duty imncumbent on:
all Chuistians. Every one must contribute his pro-
portional share to the relief of the distressed. Xf

vours. Remember that the Lord of all nature jsome have but a mite to give, even that mite is ex-
~hose himself'to be pour; and so very poor, that he lipected; and, like the widow’s mentioned in the
ad not a home of his own, nor a house to shelter jaospel, is often more acceptable in the eyes of God;
him from the inclemency of the weather.  Z7c jwho knows and cstimates the abilities of cac !
irds of the air, says he, have their nests, and the than the larger, butless generous donations of thie |
€xes havetheir lurkang holes; but the Son of Man jrich. 'The smallest triflc given from a proper mo- |
f:as 210 where to lay kis liead. Luke ix. 58. Ifyou :‘ﬁvc secures t0 us a recormapense. Frena cup of ;
&esemble him, my dear Brethren, in your povertys i cold waler, aysour Saviour, given {n my name
O take care toresemble himalsoin the sancuty of| yshellnot want its reward. Mark ix. 40. Thus'
-our lives. ‘'Then shall you not have cause to cn-;%ducs God constitute himself aur debtor for all that
<¥ the condition of the wealthy and great. ‘The jwegive toa poor brother in 2isname; and he pro-;
Eord has declared you blessed in yourpoverty, pro- iimses us besides a hundred rld in return for our .,
«uded youare poor not oply 1 condition, but also Lr__riﬁ. O what an-easy opporwunity is here offered
i1 mind and aftection; that is, contented with your, oflaying in stores for the hleto come! We our-
fut, and not coveting more than Gudsees fitto al-jfselvesare debtors to Almighty God forall the good
I>w you. Blessed are the pvor in spirit, for theirs |things we possess: and yet Legivsusa rishtful|
¢ the kingdon of heaven. \Whercas lic fulminates j claim upon himselfto be refunded, and with an ir.—l
}is woes against the rich. Foe to you rich, helierest infinitely surpassing the whole capitalamonnt
tays, beeouse you have your consolation. Luke jtor whatever portion we canspare, and consent to
vioad, ‘tbestow, on our indigent brethren.
Is itthen true, what isso very contrary to they  Butifatall times we are bound, according to,

from this othier Lent, which our merciful God has
granted us; thelnst, perhaps, to be allowed us of
such extraordinary helps to salvation, It will cor
tainly be the lost of the kind aranted to thousands ,
ant probably the last to several: of those, who are
at present hereassembled.  Yes, Cliristians! some
of those, to whom I am at this toment addressing
mysclf, who are justaow hearingnie, shall before
this:he.y season recurs again, have bidden a ltg
a perpetual adicu to this world, and toall its vain
fodleries;: thnt:used s much-to-engross theiratten-
tion: shall have avcountedita the supreme Judge
forthe use:they have made of this present warn-
ing and exhortation, and the advantages they have
derived from this very Lent, the last 1o be number-
ed ouf to them in the course of theirmortal exjst-
cace.

Al, Christians' you are fitle aware, perhaps of
the misfortune it would be to render vain so great
agrace; and tolose 50 precious an opportunity of
cflectinga thorough reconciliation with your of-
fended God;~ and of Securing to yourselves the one
thing nccessary, the salvation of your souls; an op-
portunity which oeenrs but seldom in the course of
the longest lifez when all the faithful over thevhole

tworld, in compliance with tlie command of their

holy Mother the Church, jojn together in besicging

the throne of merey, and using on tneir  heavenly

Fdther that holy violence, which pleases him, and

which is sure to prevail.  Z%e kingdom of heaven

says our Saviour, suffirs violence ; and the violent

snoteh it awey, Matt, xi. 12,

Now then. indzed, 1s the acceplable time, as_the

apostle exclaims in this day’s epistle ; nowis the-
day of selvation. ‘The sinnerneeds no more fear

to approachhis angryj Lord, and to prefer his

jbumble and repentant suit. He stands notnow
pe

alore, as formerly; butas a member of the Church
of Chnst, undin communion with thesaints, hiecomes

zeceived notions; and general opivion of mankind, {our abilities, to pracice charity to the poor; the'

to implore in company of all the just. And.what

shat poverty is a blessing; rickes a misfortune and i gbligation of doing so is sFil greater dwing this he himsddf may not deserve to obtain ; what on o-
acurse? Our Saviour most phinly affirms it 15 {oly season of penitential excreise, {on which we'ither occasions  might  perhaps  be  refused
realivso. And why? Because the portion of the %have now nenin entered, fndeed, without charity on accountaf his own particular unworthiness
poor is reserved forthem in the next hfe, and is Yy (he poor. and alms-deeds; our fasting, and :dl"v.vill doubtless now be granted him, for. the szke
nothing less than the kingdom of heaven; while the 1ihe other austerities we may svbject ourselves to,i andat the request ofall. Now in particular js.the
rich, sags he, have their consolation here. "Thescilwere butof little or no avail. ' It were just ﬁkei'time to shake off’ theyoke of Satanm, and to vingi-
seldom or never think of using but for their owntiplanting and sowing, without watexing or manur- | sate to ourselves the glorious liberty of the children
comfort those goods, which God has only entrust- “ing, in a dry and barren ‘soil.  « Imagine not,” flof Gud : to break loose once for all from our evil
ed to their management and keeping; and foritqys St. Augustine, © that fastingalone is sufficient habits : like Sampson,  torouse ourselves, in fiue,
vhich, as his stewards; they shall have to render 1y heal the wounds of sin. “Nos you must ncwm-itfrom the tapof pleasure, where we have slept too
himone day a most sirict account. Therefore ! hony it with alms-deeds, And while you chastise {long 2 dongerous sleep : and in the might of thay
does our Saviour assure ug, U at it notonly diffi-p )'oll;'self, bé careful to bring comfort to your neigh- | divine spuit, that is so profuscly poured abroad wps
cul, but almostimpossible. for a richman to enter hoyr. Then will you find the benefit of ynumus~i on the fithful at thisholy time, to '_J‘"s‘ at once
¢he Kingdom of heaven.  Matt.xux. 24, { teritics, when you open your bosom, and pour’ all the bandsand fetters which have hitherto bouna
Yet notwithstanding this dreadful denunetauon tfos .o your heart in relieving others””  Serm, 65.!lus over an unresisting, a }villin;,: prey, to our most
pronounced against the rich by the mouth of Truth nde Zemp.  St; Chrysostom, 8t. Ambrose, and inferuel and inveterate enemics. Su?h dmr.Chnsu-
aiself) we arc assured by the same unerring and ' deed all the holy fathers of the Church. unanimous- {ans, and so precious, isthe occasion, which you
divine authority, that these very riches, which are ‘,'lyaﬁirm that Charity to the poor is cssentially ne- run therisk of lesing by hgrd-hcartcdness, or even
toalmost ull who possess them, the cause of their jeessary in order to render our fasting and pcn:mcc“indiﬂ'crence for th.e poor- ) .
perdition. might be made, 3s we haveshown, and Aeither profitable to ourselues, or at ali aceeptable to,|  Inorder to facilitate the recollection ot th_czmpor-
oaly in the way we have shown, the very means }} God. . 1ant truths, which I have been inculeating, amd
ofsccuring their salvation.  For cherity, says St.j]  And shall we then, for not complying with this which it behoves us everto keep in n.ﬁnd‘; let ns
James, covers a multitude of sins. Ep. v. 20.{{indispensable duty, shall we my dear Christians,‘ gather up, and carry home withus, their bnefsum;
Aud in Proverbs we are assured that ke who gives f{run the risk of losing the whole benefit tobe derived l[which is mercly this: thelove of God, without
i
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which there is no ealvation, cannot exist, withoutjia body present in many places at once. a body

; . in mofion can knave its veloclly increased adinfini-
the love aMo of cur ;llCLgllt;O:;rs- {-:(:‘tgt;‘i%;g (3:: tum to, any degree; and the Alinighty caa atany
neighbour necessir xnx]nc‘\; i‘)harit to the poor moment, E;iveitnvélocity, not sensibly differing
v vnoa Wiumu{bro!hcrly'lb“c: f}oxﬁjiuﬁqite, Sugipose then that such all bt icfi-
ove. e of fiite velocity, is one of the attsibutes of the body of
Christ, It evidently follows, that his body can
pass from one end to the other of the universe, and
through every single point ofthe universe, andin
all directions theoughout the universe, in a short-
c——————Ss—— || CT fime than thetwinkle of an eye; and therefort;

e ||can be present over and-over again in cvery spoto
SELECTED. i the c:?"p.Ion,at any one sensible mement of time.
- " . _HThus not only is this simultanecus locality for the
Amz:a: ﬁ?‘&iﬁf %:Zf"%mﬂ ﬁ‘;’f’ﬁ’e consecrated body possible to Omni?otcnce, but.e-
sermons preached onthat subject by the Reveread Rich- |j ven ourown weak minds can conccive a‘mode for
ard Hayes. Continned.  [ljts possibility. Nay, every body, whilein motion
Bor theirsimultancous existence in various placesjimust be at every single moment. in more than one
is impostible, is it? The body of Christ passed fiplace. For iffor-one moment it were inone qnly
through the rock of the sepalchre and th2 wood of|iplace, it would be so the noxt, andthe
the door, both uninjured, after his§resurrection.{luext, and thus motionless for ever. It must
Whatis the difference as to possibility, fur two bo-}|tlietéfore, every moment, ‘be in more tban one
dies tobe in the one place, or for the one body toliplace; and the quicker it moves, the more placesit
be in two places? None, Christ was secn by Paul|lit must be in, at overy single montenit of its mo-
after his ascension; not in a vision, but in realify. [ftion- If thenit be accelerated ad infin'tum, it

poor. ‘Therefore,
there is no brotherly }
{here isno love of God. Without the love of God,
there is no salvation, WWhoever then isno;- phnn—
table to the poor, cannot be saved. He loves not
God, ke reimains in death. His-end is destruc-
tion

ture is a mystery.”’ Shall not the God then, wio
made theso myaterieg in nature, be ablo likewise,
to make amystery in religion? !

“Butam I not'to believe my cyes?” saysthe
infide], Most assuredly. What then do your cyes
see in the eutharist? ‘The sensible qualities of
bread and wise.” he replies. Well—they sec a-
rigLt; for the sensible qualitics arg there. Aud so
necessarily ave they there, that when they- disap-
pear, the bodyand blaod of Christ disappear along
with them. Your eyes convey-to you only theap-
pedrance of things; & this appearance depends on
the rays of light,which strike the optic nerve. You
seo & pan in the street—you take kim for another
—he speakis—and you und yonr mistake. Bid
your eyes deceive you? No; they did their duty.
thiey represénted ouly whattliey ought, only whaz
they could. ‘The wrong conclusion was’ all your
own. You sce a siraight stick half immersed it
water; ‘ilappears crocked. o,your eyesdeccives
you here? Nd; they convey to you that appearance,
which the refrected rays «of 3ight supply. Youx
feel the stick—you find it straight—and you cor -
rect yourfalse opinton. In the former case, ther
the word of ‘the man, and in“the latter, yourown

For'Paul says: “He was scen by Cephas, and af-J|will bein every spot of all space .at auyone mo-
ter that by the eleven. Then'he xas seen by morejiment. "Thus motion itself of any kind, whioh, be-
shan 500 bretheicn at once. After that be was|fcause we see, we think we understand, isinseali-
scen by James, then by all the Apostles: and lastiity not more possible, than the simultaneous ex-
of allhie was seer by me, as by one born out of duejistence of Christ’s body in different places.
time.” Paul then saw him as the others had done, || Butis not this being in many places at once, the
namely in his body risen from the dead; for*‘Seejjubiquity of Gou? Nothing likeit. A creature may
my handsand feet” said he to them, esthatit is Ifjbe in many places; but yet th:e plgccs, though
myself; feel and see; fora spist bath not flesh and fmultiplied forever, can never be infinite. God on
‘bones, as you see me to have.’ “Yet Christ had as- tho contrary, is every where, and more than eve-
cended into beaven, severalmonths before Paulflry where; because heis infinite. And, yet heis
saw himon his way to Damascus—heaven Je willj{{a spirit, and occupies no space atall. Go proud
notleave until he come to Judge the world—there-}jand blind man? that would setbounds to the power
fore the body ofour Lord was in two placesattho{fof thy God,in the eucharistic mysteries—go, un-
same time. If in two, why notin three? ‘Why|lderstand thesetwo positions, if thou censt—every
notin more? And if, out of the sacrament, why{{where—yetoccupying nospace! How apparent-
not w2 ly contradictory! ‘And yet how true! Agein: God
But, is it the divine body of Jesus alone, thatilis éternal; yetbis duration is but-one, standiog, in-
can be in several places at once? No. Any body, i visible,never passing moment. Go, comprehend
any creature can be so, if Jesus please. e cre-{jthat too, if thou canst, And wilt thou xeject it, if
ated all things: he thérefore gave his creatures afjthou comprehendest it not? Reject all revelation
place, when before they had none.  The differencejthen; aye, and all xcason too; for reeson demon-
hetween no place, and place,is far greater thanjistrates these truths,.though she.cannot comprehend
between one and ever so many places. Hefed}ithem. But, revelation apurt, is there no incom-
five thousand withfive loaves, and four thousandiprehensibility in nature? Do wo understand all
with seven.  Did he increase the numbor of loaves]i that oureyes see passing around us? The won-
by the creation of new ones? Far fromit. Thollders.of magactism and elecfricity? The stupen-
text expressly says, that he distributed the Joaves— || dous powers and phenomina of chemistry and steam?
the five—the seven—no more—to the disciples, ]| 'léhg gail’ly Yr?di esof vcgietaﬁon,soﬁapt;y c%ri)par-
isci : e aul to the-general resurrection? cas-
;&?gﬁfﬁs ::‘xg::s :;: t}fne bmulutudo. The sume goungrngmn\liplici_ge and opecrations of animals &
inthe hanb & mouths of thousandsiiinsectsT Themotion of the earth and heavenly
atonce—a sample of that miraculous power, by{lorbs 2 Thecomplicationand balance of the cle-
whichthe one sacramental body of the Son of God,{{ments! The unionof our souls with our bodies?
without gny pluralization of itself, is eaten by the Nay. The very nature of mafler itself, which {he
fithful inall parts of the universe at oncand the more we serutinize and subfilize its component
. parts, the less we understand? Do e not sec all
same ime, ) these prodigies? And yet do we comprehend any
llilut the ivfide} who believes not thescripture, singic oncof_ tl':]cm. Ql;.!iw the reverse, Th]e m(lz)xl'o
wi . . oy eqs we know of them, the more incomprehensible
anoll';ili mg’c:a:u{.:m pr;vxnti?ne;mpos itility by we find them. " The naturalist, {,hc cheme
plure apart, then, for a moment—Ilist and the astromomer, willing or un-

Will prove from naked reason, that God can make willing, - mugt alike _ exchim, “Al na-

touch rectified the wrong judgment your had forme
and thereby -taught you-that reason, experience,
and the very senses themselves often prove, thin
things are notin substancd what they scem. Joshuce
inone ofhisbattles; saw an ‘angel ‘'in armour. Hes
took bim for u man, and askéd him whether hee
were fricnd or foe. “Lam the leader of ibe hea-
venly host,> replied the spirit; and Joshue feiX
prostrate,  Dlagdalene saw Jesus at the monu -
ment. she took him for the gardener, until &e told
her whohewas. The two disciples of Emmaus
kuew him not, before the bréaking of bread.
Was Joshue to belie the angel, or Magdalene ané
the two disciples their Saviour, because visualap-
pearances seem to contradict their statements?
But, I shall be asked, “bowis itpossible for a
human body, to be circumscribed in so small n
lspzu:ca?” And 1 ask, in return; did not Jesus, ae
l God, create his own body, as well as all other inat-~
iter? Did he not make it misible or invisible, as b
]plcased, afterhis resurrection?  Could he not cven
annibilate it? Aund ifhe could, canhe nét circun
scribe it in the smallest particle of the sacrament.
Annikilation, or even invisibility, isa greater-act o7
power, than circumscription; and he-that could do
the greater, can do the lesser.  Does net even na-
Hure, does not chemistry, every day, dilate anft
compress bodies to the most surprising degree
Andshall we deny to the God of nature, the powe:
avhich nature, and evenart, hourly exercises?

< But,” say the opponents, (and this they cous: »
der their principal argument,) ¢ frue; objecic
i sametimes appear to our scnscs, what they are not
as in the instances youhave adduced; and then, w¢
correct the mistake in the way you bavesaid. Bt
do weever take a stick for a town, or aman {or ¢
wmountgin? When all our senses perceive athing
uniformly and always, the samc, we must belier.
them,, How,tken. can e thisk, that what ugiform!:
appears to be.pread, is the body of; Christ I w1
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are not to helieve thisuniform testimony of our sen-
»cs, what becomes of all ‘the mimcles of Christ?
and, consequently, of all his revelation, which he
attocted by thosoe miracles? Were all his miracles
mere appearances, like that of bread ip the sacra-
ment??

into the smallest, as well as dilsted inte the lar.;
goest.  But thefact:is. in tho adorable Puchorist,
thero isnot cven -a-falscrappearance.. The senses
ure'not at.all deceived, there.is {hie colour,tho size
the taste,iand all theother sensible'qualities and-cf-
fects of bread andwine, Now; iftho San of God,

‘To this argument, which, as here applicd, is but
u sophism, Lanswer- The impressions made on

when ho ipstituted - this: holy -sacrament, intended]
not to exist init without these ‘quatities; if he gave

our seases, even when they are uniform, ave not, of]
themselves, evidences of the ;rue state, or even the
existence of bodies: for the same impressions are
vften produced, without that existence; as in visi-
ons, in drcams, iv lunacy. We believe them,
howoever, and ought to believe them, unless when
xeason, as in the cases I have just mentioned, or as
in the presentcase, God cautionsus against that be-
tief- The Profestant Iishop Berkeley, has fully
vroved, that our senses are not demonstrative of
the existence of bodies. We would believe them
wily on the prmciple, that God would nnt allow
their uniform deceptivn, without enabling us o de-
tect it. Hence the aposties belioved the miracles
wi Christ, oun the testimony of their senses; because,
~o0 far from cautioning them against that testimo-
uy, he, on the contrary confirmed it by his own di-
vire word;. when walking on the sea, and appear-
ang afler his resurection, he-told them, that what
they saw was not as they supposed, a spectre, but
aveality, If then that same omuipotent Son of
4uld, afier having pruved bis divinity to their sen-
se3 by innumerable miracles, were to tell them,
that in one parlicular instance, they werenotto
trustto their senses—that what uniformly appeared
to-he bread, was not bread but bis body-—would
they be anthorized to set up their senses against his
Almighty ward? Orwould their belief of that word
e a contradiction, and not rather a confirmation of
alt his previous miracles.

Thus; my brethren, yousee how ridiculous the
saphism of our opponentsis; as ridiculous, in-
deed, astheir comparisons of a stick taken fora
town, and a man fora mountain; just as if Christ
<ould have a motive for making such silly changes;
although, if he had made them. we should still be-
hieve his word, and not our senses.  Thus you sew
that the testimony of Christ is superior to that of]
our senses; and that, so far from invalidating his
mamacles, the Catholic doctrine confirms them.
ior, wouid the apostles lave believed his word:
*““This is my body,” ifhe had not already attested
His infatlible truch by undoubtedmiracles?

Morcover, reason and experience tell us, that, if!
we wish toknow the trge state of objects, we must
employ all our senses in their invessigation.
us do so with the sacrament.  Our sight, taste, &c.
sepresent it as bread. But there 3s ouvr sense af
jjearing too.  What does that tell us? Why; wc]
hear Jesus saying: ¢ This 18 my body.”
hearing, therefore, which conveys tous his divine
word, prevents the error info which our other sen-
ses would 1ead us.  Besides we do not know, whe-
ther the first elements of matter are compounds or
sanples.  If {lie latter, as Leibnitz maintains, a bo-
sly can be reduced even to no space, without anni-

Let|

Our)j

h'3t, our bodics shall still continue real. In thissense

up his body and blood to be eaten- and drunken; if}
for this purpose they must have the above ‘qualities;
if they cannot be present at the divine banquet
without them, if th the titeral meaning of the words,
he said: ““Thisis my body—This is is my blood-
who shall dare to give m tbe lie? Who shall
dare to set up, not his corporal scuses, {for they
are not deceived,) butthe false conclusion: of bis
own proud and ignorant mind, against the word of
Omnipotence? Yho in fica, shall dare to edy,
it was impossible for Christto make his body and
blood exist with all these qualities®

Nothing is impossible to God, but what involses
a scli-destroying contradiction. He could hat,

in.order:to render it fit to be eaten. This state
which I call sacvimental, is far inferior to the ime
inortal stato, already assumed by Jesus: &- which
latter stato, even 1we shall enjoy after oun resurree
#ion; Tho xesurrection, therefore, is o greater
miracle, than fransubstantiation ; and shall we de-

ny the latter, while we admit the former?

Tho question of possibility, thercfore, I trust, §
have completely set at rest. Not only the believers
of scriplure, but the believers of a God, mnst gon-
fess that he can transubstantiateyif he please.- The
next, arid thersgh vast inits demonstration, tho only
remsining question is—Has he done so7 But, this
isso elear from.thatisole, that infallible means,
which we have,of ascertaining.pastevents, namely ,
history; under which -term comes the scripture it-
self, as-2 port of history; that noone, who ad-
mits. the.possibility, can, with the least clim to
common- sense, deny the fact. For thisreason,
have 1 been diffuse on the former; for I am con-
vinced,. that: tho~undesstandings of the Clristian
peoplo would neverbavé:beeninsulted by all the

for instance, make his'body-be, and-not be, :in the
sacrament, atthe same time: ‘This absurdity at-

idle:quibbles of scctaries, about the memiug “of the

thodt preciso and -positive: words, which ever fell

taches, not to the Gatholic doctrine of transubstan-
tiation, butto the doctrine, if it deserves that name,
of the Church of England, in the days of Elizabeth
and James the First, and which doctrine is stilt {o

be found in the Protestant catechisms; namely: that,
the sacrament is truly and really bread, and truly
and realty the body of Christ, at one and the samoj
time, Ifit be bread, it cannot be the body; end if)
itbe the body, it cannot be bread. This, as itin-

ble evento God. Iudeed,the sbsurdity was so
evident, that the Anglicans have subsequently run
off intor the mere fgurative sensc of Calsin.. Simi-
'larwas that ofier absurdity of theirs—ihat what

volves, a self-destroying contradiction is impossi-1f-

was thebody in the mouth of one receiver, was
bread in the mouthofanother. A bodyis matter;
and its existencé cannot depend on {lie thoughts, or
<¢ faith, * as they are pleased to call i, of either
receiver. It must bethere, orit mustnot; thereis
nomedium ; unless theychoose to give to the whim
lof ctery individual mortal, that power of changing
’subslanccs, which they refus¢ to an"immortal God.
[Butﬂns reverie, too, they have- given up, not for
!the Catholic reality, but for thio visionary cmblem
of the Gtuovan school. Thesé, indced, are self:
idcstroying conlradictions, and absurd impossibili»
|tics. But, where is the contradiction ur impossibili-
1y for God, to clothe, in the sacrament, wifh sen-
sible qualitics, that body, which, during bis lifo,

was clothed with mortal—in his mnsﬁguraﬁun,
jwith glorious—and afler his resurrection, with im-
{mortal qualities?- The difierence between the mor-
Jtal and immortal state, is far greater, than between
the morlal and sacramenlal. Yet, even our own
i bodies shall be mised to that immortal state; a
jslate, so far-superior to the present, that St. Paul
1docs not hesitato fo call it spiritual; although, in

the cucharist, also, issometimes stiled the spiritual
thody of Christ ; because, though still real,’it isnot

hifalion;‘ and if the former, it can be compresyed !
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from tho lips of Jesus=2about tha mostclearly, most
universally, and most ‘repeatedly “expressed-belief
of:the Christian Church in‘all’ ages—~if theso scc-
taries tid'not,: at bottoim, thouglr ashimed to’ pro-
fessit, blasphemouslyreject” the Omnipotence of
their Saviows On- to-miorrow then, (Fridap)t
shall proye the-fact from' Seripturc; and refute the
cbjections of ite soriptural opponents;,
oo .
T OBIG}’N A'L'.

THE BIBLE! 'EHI-}BIBBP - AND NOTHING BUT
. THE BIBLE.

Tue BisLe, as tnmmcd by Protestant Editors to
meet the reforming spirit of the times ; and dedi-
cated in the most fulsome sirain of ﬁauery to James
the First of Englanq, ,the -pedant King, by a set
of time-serving hirelings, appointed to new model
it, and fit it [or ‘being decreed.the standard .nue of
the Parliamentary. Religion : T BiBLE, which.
styles, in its prefatory adulation to Royalty, thein-
famous Queen Bess, that smurdercss,and Hatlot,
the bright occidental star § at whose sctling he, the

dogmatic Sovercign, rose like the sun in.his
strenglh, to dispel the thick and palpable clouds of

darkness, whick overshadowed the land : THE BI-
BLE, so absurdly proclaimed by a fallible ng and
Parliament to be an infallibly truc translation from
the Hebrew original ; with which neither of the
vouching parties were.at all acquainted : this cor-
mptcd Enfrlnsh _BIBLE, in which the truly learned
pomt out xmmbcrl%s errors, inteptionally, as well
as ignorantly made ; in selecting from the mauy
uncoutix trapslations wlhich were in circulation at
ﬁichmc cags 1oLy is hawked about all over
{he world, and pressed even on the wondering
forcigner, as the only genuine code of scripture in
existence; and all who refuse torective it ns such;,

are at once denpunced as downright infidels, by u
Iumory crew of anglo-evangelica a} maranders ; Yc-

ligious freebooters, and strolling gospellers; wlxom

in its moytel stae, but in that state, which e chose,

\saut qr waploness has taught o ralse the wind,
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and quarter themselves upon the undiscerning pub-
lic ; though nothing is more obvious, onc would
apagine, than that they are merely tho mbney;
vaking tools of a joint-stock company of Spegu.ltl;
ting Printers ; who turnthe sacred book, for which
1hey have no copy-right to pay, to theif own-pri-
vate advantage in the way of trade; nfto¥ paying
by discount or otherwise, the expenco and -1.x‘oublf~
of their retailing peddlars : besides tho vast sums
in free donations, which, withpidus pufiiiig; they
Ynow well how to:filch frony thd wault,i' b’ godly,
or godly thought, of tho-weak, vainand Einful pos-
terity of Adam. "Flis bible is thenostrym of every,
spicitual quack : tho all-suflicing penaces of every
pulpit-thumping cmpitic, Itis -adapted, - sa)-'s'hc,
to every age, circumstance and situation of life.—
Nothing further is required for the health and well-
being of the inward man. All other prescription
is unsafe 3 and, as human, inadmissible.

Tue BiBLy then, according to these roaming
wew lights ; and, indeed, according to all, whore
ject the instructive authority..of the €atholio
Church: T miBLB vithout. any .explanatory
note or comment ; is TRE oNLY rule of fuilh for
dho chuistian believer. Indeed, fo. admit.such
nofes or comments into-their »1pLE, would. beto
. admit an interpretive authority; and where then
<ould-they fird one so great-and-qurable; as that of
the Church-from which they-ail have. separated 2o—
To-admit therefore of any such authority.on carth,
would, they well knpwy be, cutting up by -tha very
toot the whole reforming scheme, .on which they
subsist, This.would stop-at once Lhe. adversary’s
work ; and put an cnd to protestantism. They
must then in their slate of separation from.thet
Church, continue tomaintain that nio man, nor any
sct of men, have aright to press upon others their
interpretation of the iBLE, as any thing better
than their own mere opinions, surmises and con-
Jjectures ; nor can any {rue profestant receive it, as
more certain; for that were to admit an interpre-
tative authority distinet from THE BIBLE ; which,

Ane.~—J should say yes, in thus offering myself
28 your necful guide, and competent director :
but Emust not:so compromiso pur protestant cause,
by adtnitting, as.absolutely siere, upon any grounds,
‘what is; after all but mere "human interpretation.—
TFor then the Catholics; whom we oppose, would,
with 'their weight and numbors, beat us off tlicse
grounds ; and leave us, beyond our scripture fenco,
‘ot a single inch {o'sfand upon.

8. 'Then still, 'within our scripture fence, we
stand upon uncerainty-?

Ans.—How can it bo' otherwiso, since with us
no interpreter dares claim infallibility

4, What then'bave I got to direct me safe inmy:
faith and morals? .

Ans.—The printed bible,

Peter, theye arcthings in it hard to be understood,
which the unlearned and unstable torest,, to their
own destruction—3 Pet. iii, 16—Am { then left
ip our profestant systejn, withoutany. unerring .-
terpreter? . N )

Ans—Without any visible one, But then you
havg tbe surest inferpreler of any; even the holy
ghost, the spirit ofitruth,, ”

when he interprets for me.. But, Ezra, my. dis-
senting neighboy, basas good a cleim. to him per-

haps as 1. yet our.discordant intqrpretations cannot
both be from.the same:blest inspirer,,.  Onezof them
saust be from, the-spisit. of crror 5 the deyil himself,
man’s original deceiver.. Con yon,shey,meo then
in our protestant system any.absolutely-certain and
sensible siga existing, by which I, may kuow that
tbe spirit of truth is my only inferpreter? |

vou infallible; a quality allowed to nouein our re-
form¢d religions. . 5 ..

bargain,

5. Butif I misinterpret it, as, according to St.{}.

6. That is alk, very. gomfmﬁng}‘vcou;d I know,l{

Ans.—Why, the granting-you such, would make i

for wealth, and reverend gentility, &c. in‘o Ui
Iy would send back the broken mechan
it to bhis tools; the weaver to his shuttle; tite
taylor to his goose; dud fhe cobbler to hiswell
known stall, his apron and his bodkin: It wouht
force their dames and damsels to lower their costly
coifs ; and return to scek their Jiving -in the sud~
scething wash-tub. Besidos the deadly blow it
would deal to the cvangelical press: anil tho nitn
it would entail on our gospel-moulding Printers.
Our Fatchman Ely himsclf might then turn tin>
ker, if he choose ; and our Christian Guardign a
refailecof blite ruin. .

ui me commorit (melius non langere clamo,)
lebit; et insignis tota cantabitur urbe,

From Cobbler’s stall a preacher bright -
Who comes, but neighbor Simon ?
Fir'd sudden with Prophetic light,
‘The ‘poor, unletter’d layman !

How,as be vends hiswindy ware,
. . Fromlurg’s of bellow?s Jeather;
Tke motlex-mab, as_to 2 fair,
' Or rarce-sherr, fastgather !

Instead of sole, the sinner’s soul

. With gospcl-awl he’s prickivg:
And of their cash bis customess

; Still for aboteh is tricking.

As hard he plics his horny fist
"On pulpit loudly drumminzs
_ As ¢’er he'd wont to haromer ludcs,
. To beat off cold benumbing.

Thethread of his disconrse he draws
: Witk wicked speed as nimbly,
Aswhen he stitched, at clbow-stretens
The ruptur'd stipper trimly .
More aptly can he shape the gest
i To just what suits his hesre s,
Than late the Jeather by the Last
He cut, to fit the ywearers.

Xo scholars of the mystic page
Were e'er such bold expounders
Thyough high and low, obscure and decp
Alflze he foauless flounders.

7.,.Then our w;!_xol_qgglgriq_us reformation is a
glotious unceytainty., Isthisthe utmost directing,
light aflorded us.in.the Saviour's reveiution; a.

printed bible, full.of things,haxd fo be understood, |

if he does, he should certainly prefer the gieatest
one of any existibg in the world, As theréfore o
Protestant can give, as absolutely sure, his ovwn in-
terpretations to others: can he take it ‘as suclto
bimself? it were evidently absuri to say he can.
‘Thenitis clear as noon-day, that the whole Protes-
tant system is an absolute uncertainty; and the very
negation of all scriptural cvidénce.  $Vhat then is
alt this loud trumpetted bible-trafic, bt . a barefaced,
shameless, swindling corcern? If nef, let some of
the bible-peddling fi.n, answer, if they can, the
few following queries. They will pardon me, I
hope, in the absence of their answers, for subjoin-
ing my own ; which 1 shall submit, with theirs,
“whe. they are given, to the impartial Judzmont of
the public,

Query L—1If, in reading the bible, as I am bid
16 do, I must depend on no human interpretation of
3, as absolutely sure; can 1 depend upon my own,
assuch?

-Ans.~~Certainly not, because your own §salso
human.

X Is your iuterpretation of it surer (han mitne ?

-

whick the ynlearned and, unstable may wrest, and,
for fhe sapst-partevidently.do wrest, fo._ their own,
des{ruction :, and no.sure. interpeeter, no.unerrimg,
guide appointed to direct mo!!! To_ supply tho;
dire deficiency, you,come loaded with what you,
call religious fracts : (a cheap lait for the small,
fry) .made up of the incongrucat counceils and
random, rash averments of drivelling, doliish ig-
norance; the rant and cant of. lucre-loving hypo-
crites : .the Ieprous cozings of deep rooted preju-
dice, the rancorous railings of bigotry, and raging
ravings of fanaticism. And still you tell me the
BIBLE ulono isall-sufficing. No human works or
words must ever be relied on.  The' ninr: alone
is our admitted criterion of truth ;. the bible our
only acknowledged rule of faith. Tell me then;
am I to rely onyour works and words, as any thing
more thag human ? If not, as you say, why all this
fuss about tract peddling, and endless preachings?
Leave me, as you tell me, I should bo Teft, with
my sole sufficing rule of fuith, T11e BiBRE. But
no: that would cut short your missionary supplics.

It would spoil atonce your trado of vending wind
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Thrice blest Reform, whose mesncot wight,
nfctter’d with Indenture,
In cobbled creeds, sccure of gain,
May deal without 2 venture.

By Councils, Pope, and Fathersall,
Olid-fashion’d Faith prefersing;
{ Thy swarthy sonsunmateh'd remain,
Still varying ; never erring. «
Yet, if to curse, whora God has blessd,
Aboon some Balac grant them:
Thevericstass, in phrasc like mine,
ay for their folly tannt them.

See Numbers, ch. 22, verse 23, “
P

THE CANADIAN WATCHMAN, NO.-31.

The letter of Camillus admitted into our pap;r,
could be no libel on the ladics of Kingston; ag our
well-wishing neighbour, the }Watchman declares:
for what ladics would lend themselves as proselvt-

j1ng tools to a set of untaught exhoriers, and preatll
]

ing adventurers, bawling for bread in the pame of
the Lord; instead of caming it in their severyl
crafts by honest indusfiy?- Whereas they are Seen,
these birds of Paradise, ever on the wing; like a
flock of hungzy rooks; or of scamews in a siotiry
ever screaming out monotonous: the Bible! the Bi
ble! No: the lndics of Kingston never herd with
such, They are proof by their Iabits qnd edftea~
tion against the vulgar mania and piladle dBu-
sion, )
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EVANGCLICAL PREVARICATION }!1

The Watchman is hereby called upon to retract
the notoriousfalsehood, which he has daredto in-
sett in hispious miscellany of dlamder, viz. that
Catholics give to their supreme pastor,so blasphe-
mous a title a8 OUR LORD GODP THE ForPE. O,
for ehame, thou goedly impostor! Itwas no
printing mistake, the insertion of the word GOD
into the Pope’s title. No. The man knew the »ross)
*gnorance of his subscribers: and for such he would
wenture, at the expense of honour, honesty and
truth, to throw in a word that was sure to scandal-
ize their simple and credulous minds; and fire’
them with holy indignation at this fresh ipstance of
popish idolatry. Is not this really scattering abroad
*be dark blinding, & bate-kindling fire of the

abyss; the very opposite of the cnlightening & heart-
soothing fire of charity; which the Saviour cume, )
as he says, 2o cast upon the earth, and, which e
desired, somuch to be enkindled, Shew such an |

~ed and designated by the well known terms of Pro-

her from the carliest ages,in  commemoration of]
chief mysterius of our redemption. '

Ang is not this still the work of ABADDON, the
the Destroyer: who strives thus to obliteraté from
our minds, and banish from our vecollection, all
that God has done to save us from endless misery ;
and revalidate our claim to that perfect Bliss, for
which he bad created us: inducing 15 at thé same
time so wholly to engross our minds with the vain
concerns of this fast passing life, as to overlook
quite the one thing necessary, our cternal salvation.
Luke x. 42. )

Strange that, in the Profestant systems, cvery
supposed improvement consistsin the denial of some
truth affirmed; or in the suppression of some doty
enforced. It is always, in Faith and morals, ¢ pull-
ing down; never, by any chance, a duilding up:
an ever adverse working principle ; still opposing,
negaliving, and subverting the Saviour’s Revela-
tion: in one word, what is fully and properly impli-

expression, as our Lord God the Pope, to have ev-
or been used by any Catholic on earth: or else stand
convicted a wilful slanderer before the indignant

public. And for such concocted villany there are

those, who can subscribe; and pay their fellow-

mortal for so openly deceiving them ! !}

THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL NO. 27.
The Christian Sentinel. whom we wished not to
disturb in his quict carcer; has thrown down the,l
gauntlet to us: and that too in rather an uncourteous;
manner: Since, in challenging us so to open com-

!
.
;

U

hat, he should, like a truly gallant and valorous
knight, have given us our rightful titles, and long

1
worn honours.—Instead of this, he assails us in the;;

‘ow vituperative slang of the roving bigot Dn Gor-
don; whomhie has chosen for his bench-man, and’
dubsus all ov-r with nickrames, ignored in our law;
stch as Romish, Romanism, popish, papist, pepisti- |
«al, &c. though he might have as distinctly desig-,
mated us by our well known appellation of Catholic,
- Roman Catholic. 1Had hisolfactory organ been,
<eanand lclicate, he should have perceived that,
the terms he uses, already begin to smell rancid
and musty with age. Is hethen ignorant that, as;
valgar and obsolete, they are now quite repudiated,
heeevery genteeland classical writer: and are only:
‘o be mct with in Grandam’s old almanack; or the
sickening efiusions of cur veligious Tract scribblers?
But, as to clalleages, while we court them not; we,
stall never decline them.

‘Fhe Protestant. or ne,

: tive faith, refuted, and the Catholic,
cr affirmatise mf@,

demonstrated frem Scripture. H
Continued. |

XXI1L

OF HOLY DAYS.

Prorrsetavrs have abolished all IToly Days,
2xcept the Sun lays.— Phey said in their heart, the

achole kipdred of them tegether, let us abolish allthe “'R;_rc‘ ‘om:‘ c;ts:fl tix:;e;wvlzﬁ) 1: lcnt;l’l],c S:lre gnc ;cr;tfnn;‘l;
o e QA Rt ’ > i
d, onc may be eterrally damned; wboi

Pustival. Days of Gal from theland.~Psalm Ixxiit
¥3, For, not to sprak ofthe 1101y Days kept inho-

!ibcen mescifuily remitted tothem. For, asin the
I'necessarily follow, when God remits the sjn, and

W

testant and Prolestuntism,

XX
ON PURGATORY.

Protestants deny the existence of a Purgntory,
or a middle state after death; in which the just ex-
piate by suffcrings their venial {ransgressions ; for,
according to scripture, the just man falleth seven
times a day, and still is called just:—Prov, xxiv,
16: a state, in which they shall vender an account
'for every idle word, Matt. xii. 36. should they have
'neglected to render that full account during their
life in this world ; and pay up to Divine Justice
whatever xemains of the debt of temporal punish-
jment due for sins, the eternal punishment of whaich
thas, in consideration of their timely repentance,

case of David, 2 Kings, 12, 13, 14. it does not

consequently the eternal, that he also remifs the
temnporal punishment due for it
But, to what other state, or place does the Sa-
viour allude, when he exhorts usto be reconciled
\wciththe adeersary, wchile "wé arein the tway; lest
'he delicer us over to the judge; and thejudge to the
Tayficer; and e be cast into that prison, ovt of which
"he assurcs us, we shatf not come, till we have paid
‘the last Sarthing? Matt. v. 25, 26, He cannot
"here allude toany pecuniary debt, or cartbly prison,
,as is evident from the context.
i Besides, if, as Scripture affirms, the just man
!'falls secen times a day, aud as our Lord declares,
we shall rendey an aecount for every idle word; how
’few dieso pcrfcct as not to have at least some slight
falls, or so much as an idle 2cord to account for ?
!\Vherc then is this account to be rendered? Not
iiu leaven, for all accounts must be rendered, be-

|

an idle wor 0
{ all the human race could expect to be saved ?

nour of the Satuts and \ngels; with whom, as we, 0 ]
abserved above, they have rerounced all commu- Reason then shetvs us, asg well as Revelation, the
ip 4 they Dave Lesides, slmost all of them, abo- 'necessity of a middlestate, such as that affirmed by

When our Saviour also tclis us, Malt. xii. o
that certain sine against the Holy Ghost, shall nos
be forgiven in this world; would he 8o supex fluously
add, nor in the world to come, if no sing whatevey
remained to ba forgiven in the world to come?—
Would it be like a wise man’s speech, in saying,
you shall not sec the sun, during the day, to add
nor during “ the night 17

Protestants generally allow that none of the hu.
man vace could be admitted iwto heaven, titl Chriy
with his procious blood, poured out far their ransom,
tad blotted out the hand-writing, that steod againg
them. Coloss. ii. 14, This is what the Saviour
himsel{declares. No man, says he, hathuscended
intozheaven, but he, who descended from heaven;
the Son of Man, who is in heaven.—~John iii. 13,
‘Where ther were the souls of the just detained frou:
the beginning of the world, till the death, reswi-
rection, and ascension of the Redeemer? Not
the hell of the domned; for out of that hell there
no redemption: Notin heaven, for no one had as-
cended up thither, before him, who led captivityp
captive, and gave gifis to men.~Ephes. iv. 8. —
Then necessarily ina middle stefe: inthat hell, or
prison, into which the Saviour after his death de-
scended, and preached, .5 Samt Peter informs us,
to the spirits of those detained there; who had beer
some tune tncredulous, when they waited for the
patience of God, in the days of Nuah, whenthgark:
was building.—1 Pet. iti, 19, To those prisuners
of hope the Prophet Zachariss alludes, when ad-
dressing thus their deliverer: Zhow kast by the bigod
of thy Testament sent foriR thy prisoners out of the:
pit, in tchick there is no water~—~Return to tim;
strong hold, ye prisoners of hope; &c—~Zach. ix.
11, 12,

Nosw, though our Lord at his descent into tha
prison, may have set all free, who were then de
tained in it: docs it follow that nonc hencefori.
should ever be detained in sucfl a place for their
slighter offences? Let Protestants then shew e
seripture that such » place, which they ewn to havg
onee existed, no longer exists.

The Saviour, they will say, having now laid opens
to us the gates of heaven; there is o further ne-
cessity for our detention insucha place. None
surely, for such asleave this world, without as-
ing so much as en idle word to account for.  But,
as mortal sin cxcludes for ever from heaven allthosq
who die guilty of it; so venial sin excludes from
heaven those who dic in it, till it is purged away :
for into heaven nothing unclean can enter.—Apor.
Xxi 27. . .

The belief in such a midditestate wasalways the
of the truc believersy of the Jews before, and .
the Christinns since the coming of the Saviowr. -
The belicf of the Jews on this head, which b v
thing differs from that of the Cathelics, is cleas.
exposed in the twelfth chapter of the second Bouvk
of Maccabees. And, though Protestants deny these

Hbooks to be canonical scripture; they must adim.

them, s indubitable historical evidence of the du-
! tcine 2nd practice, of the Jewish people on iy

ished flw syoed Destivals of the Charch, kept in® the Catlodic Chureb.
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subject in question—The passage alluded to,.is,
as follows. v
« Judas Maccabzus, having made a collection,
- sent twelve thousand drachmes of silver to Jcr\i‘-
« salem, that saerifice might be offered up: for the
+.ing of those, who had fallen in batte: thinking
* welland religiously of the resurrection: for p.nl?s:s,
“he hoped that they, who fiad fallen, would' vise
- again, it must seem voinand superfluouaio pray
« for the deads and begause hieconsidered that they

- who had fallen taleep ittsgiidiiness, had great
« cause laid up for hope« distliereforcéa holy and
- wholesome thought to pruy dor the dead, that
- they may be loosed from their sing.”--2 Maccab,
il 48, :

*P'his doctring and practice of the Jews, the Savi-
~ur neves found fault with I could wish there-
Jure to know upon what authority, scriptural, or
«mseriptural, Protestants venture to condemn this
article of the ancient faith, stiltbheld by the Jewsas
well as by the Catholics. ’

Or, scriptural authority; which they as readily
praduce, as the Devil did, to tempt then the Savi-
«urs but it is-alays on seripture misunderstood,
or misapplied, as in their present, and sole remain-
ne quotation, They cite agnins: a 1iddle state
atter death, *he foilowing text from the Ecelesiastes
« 3. If thetree fall tc the south, or the north, in
whatsarver place it shall fall, there it shall lieo—.
{hwir sole and constant argument, against such a
suddlestate, is: as the tree falls, so it shall lie.—
\nd so it surely shall, says the €atholic also: ﬁ)r‘
v~ all acknowledge that at death is decided the
~ternal fate of every one. To whatever side we,
‘hen fall, to the south or the north, to the side of)
tvaven, or of hell; on that side, to whick 1we full,:
we shall lie, ¥et may those, who fall to the side of|
“iize, not deserve to be put at once in full possession
«'it3 thougii it is now o tuem inalicnally secur-
vl

v

To Le contiaued.

BIBLICAL NOTICES AND EXPLANATIONS,
Continued.
NUMBERS.

Chapter xxi.—The Israelites again murmuting !
wgainst God and Moses; the Lord senl among|
them firey serpents, (that is, serpents, the bite of
which excited in the wounded a burning pain.)’
‘These bit and killed many of the people. lgtaxt onl!
their humble acknowledgement of their sin to Moses; !
.nd on his prayer in their behalf, God orders:
Voses to make a brazen serpent, and set ii up for!
o sign: declaving that, wchosocver, being struck,!
~hall look upon it, shall Live.—Verse S.

Verse 9.—Mos:s therefore made a brozen ser-!
ety and sct it up for a sign ; which, when they
srho were bitten, looked wpon, they were healed.

Here, according to Protestants, God arders his’
own express commandment to be broken : since, |
according to them, he had made it a distinct part

lithey were to derive thelr life

fjthe most aucient of any, the

o Moses, that likenosses* may be made, for rmost|
boly and instructivd purposes ; as that was of THE
SRAZEN SERPENT : whichy as our Saviour him-
solf_informs ue, was a figure of himself crutificd,
As Mpses;, says he, lifléd up the serpent in the
desart§ so-must the Sont ¢f Man be lifted up, John
8, 14, - The brazan 1mage.of the scrpent was there-
fore the first crucifiz: or figure of the Saviour cru-
‘cificd; ® mirnculous 109, and wonder-working
image: but animage whic the dovil cannot but
abhor, a3 the sign of tie Man-God’s triumph over
himy; and of the ™ salvation- ofour race, whom he
thought.to bave ruived for ever, ‘Fo whom then
can such a sign be ollious, but1othose, who are
called his brood ; and over whose minds he has oh-
taified & -blind-folding -influence? The Srviour
cails it his owa-sign 5 the sign of the son of man;
and surely whatever belongs to Inm, should-be dear
to the christinn,

But how, one may say, could a_brazen serpent
have represented the - Saviour?  ‘That it 'did so, is
evident from his own words. Eet us see then how
hislikeness is found in- the serpent; which, one
wauld think, represented rather thedevil, whe, un-
der Wjat form, ﬁnd teippted and seduced owr first
parents in Paradise. )

In order to understand the justuess of this simili-
tude to the Saviour, we .must know, what none but
the leancd in languages can tell us; that the [e-
brew name of the Serpent is Heve, a word at
the same time which Sii:ﬁﬁe's LaxE, whence is de-
rived tho Latin word Ev v, signifying the dura-
tion of life; and its compounds primevus coevus in
English, primeval, or-living -before; cozval, or Jiv-
ingat the same time. ZEwve .loo, the name of the
firsi woinan, the wother ofall mankind, from whom
is from the same
verbalvoot. Life then in-Hébrew is the-name of
the serpent, & he figure traced .»f.the serpent,be-
fore perbaps the invention of letters,was.cquivalent

to the writen word Jife,onthe Egyptian monuments,

ﬁ%urc of the serpent,

alwa?-s«signifying Iife, is scen frequently traced :

and life efernal, an attribute of the. Deity, is there

indicated, by tho. sorpent. formed inte a circle ;!
which has neither a bfginning nor an end ; placed
over the heads of the Iugyptian divinities, anubis,

oviris, isis, serr'tpis ag their dillinguishing sign, or

bieroglyph, We find also:on .the forchead. of the!
Egyptian Mummy}he,ﬁgurg‘?f o serpent coiled up, |
indicating thus the seat of Tife,

ds the art of mediciie'is' fdricstoring Liealth, and!
préserving life: -the emblehy of that- science is the
serpent.  Hence Esculdpius;a renowned Egyptian
physician, was distiuguished .in the representatiors
made of him, by the accompanying sign of hisart,,
the strpent: and his daughter, Hygria, who pre-
pared his medicines, by her cup, and a serpent re-
presented drinking out of it when full; or rising out
of it, when drained: indicating that the sick wish-
ing forlife, must drain hier cup: and that whoever
drainsit, shall have Zife, Both these were finally
worshipped by most of tho Heathen nations; the
one as the God and the other as the Goddess of
medicine. :

The sp?scnt then signified life; or rather was
the word of fife itsclf; and the very thing it signi-
fied. It was therefore fhe fittest fizure pissible, to
denote him, who is life ifself: and the withor and
restorer of life to all who live. T am the way, the
truth and the life, says Jesus Christ.  But he, who

j|is the cssential life, assumed our mortal humanity ;

of his maudatory code never to make an aven
/mage ; or the l;i’eness of any thing in thg hgvm's;
above, or inthe carth beneath, &c. On the contra-i

to Catholics, thoughhe!

vv, however, andaccord
éxpressly forbade all idolll%likcnesscs and graven,
to beworshipped 3 oo

things to bo made, in order
power of seeing, hearing’

having in themselves the
ot belping us; that which the ignorant and beni‘ght'3

and dying as man, delivered us from death ; which
must else have. ensued from the mortal bites of
the firey serpends; that is, from the poisonous, and
unfortunately prevailing temptation of the serpent
ﬁteiﬁd ;vhié ere}:‘i‘ to om‘-l 1{st moﬁxke;i;z Paradise, and
still plyed by him and bis sna ions against
her enviod posterity. The lsraclitezgllooking up
fora cure to the dead scrpent on the pale, shew

<d Pagaus imagined ; he shews by tKis order gven!

¢

that manking must look up for ealvation 0 life’s
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author slain: to the Saviour crucified.
then ¢:d the Devil assime the fi
serpent T Bocause he'promised life ; he was the

Why
re of life, the

false serpent, who promised life but gave death.—
And God allowed him to take that formn; that the
Saviour might shew forth under the same hicro-
{;lyphic form the case with which his wisdom infin-
to can defeat all the arts of the crafly fiend: and
turss al} his mischievous machinations to his own
utter confusion, and discomfiture.

Verse 14.— Wherefore, as is said in the dook of
the wars of the Lord, &c, This book, which,
like several others quoted in the sacred text, hag
been Jost ; shiows that the scriptures, the protest-
ant’s pretended only rule of fuith, is deficient,

Ch pter xxii.—Balaam is represented by Saint.
Peter, as the profotype of those, who for the sake
of filthy lucre and worldly advantages, turn acide
fromn-the way of truth; and pour out their calumni-
ous vituperations against the camp of Ismel; the
churchof the Saviour, learing, ssys he, the ‘right
wuyy, they have gone astray: following the way of
Balaam, the son of Bosar, who ‘loved the wages of
iniguity: but had o check of bis madness; the dumb
beast used to the yoke; whick, speaking with man’s
;-oice, Jorbade the folly of the prophet, 2 Peter, 2,

verse, 19.—~The inclination of Balnam to grati-
}'y Ralac: for the sake of worldly gain, appears
rom his degiring that king’s second messengers fo
stay with him, il he should Anow what the Lord
would answer him once more, For he had already
been fully inforrged that it was not God’s will that
he should go with them to Balac. Yeot, on asccond
application, God allowed him to go; thoughnot to
curse (he leraclites, He was suffered thus, on ac-
count of his coveitous propensity, to safl decper and
decper info sin; till he came ot last to give tlat
abominable counsel against the peuple of Godg,
which ended in bis own destruction: so sad a thin;
it isto indulge & passion for monev, D. B,
Chapter, xxiii.~Itis cvident from the choice
and number of Balaam’s victims, that he had ye-
tained the faith of the Ancient Patriarchs, His
victims were the same as theirs; which, ashas been
shewn, pointed at the final alt sufficing victim; and
his seven altars thrice crected; on each of which he
laccd a calfand a ram, alluded to the scuen ways
m which the propitiating merits of the Saviour
would be oﬁ'vrc!l up, to the most koly trinity, aad

made applicable to the salvation of mankind; Jews
and Gentiles, denoted Ly the double victim: the
calf and ram: in other words to the scven sacra-
ments of the Saviour’s chu ch,

Yerse 9.—Zkis people shall dicell alone; and
shall nol be reckoned among {he nations. The
church of God, as we ol arved above, never asso-
ciated before, norsince the Saviours time, with
any other. Ske has ever stood, and still stands
ALONE, insulated and uncennected with all other
ckurchesof man’s invention. She thus preserves
entire and pure the sacred depositum of faith and
morals, entrusted by ber divine founder to her keep-
inz: and were it not for her uncompromising nature
we should have witnessed lung cre now the light of
Lis revelation quite extinguished, bis redecming.
dispensation rendered null and void; and mankind
plunged indecper mental darkness, from the sum-
berless wild and coniradictory theories of blasphe-
ming sectaries, sclf-stiled reformers; (han even 2
benighted Pagaps were, before the coming  of himn,
whom the holy Simeon so emphatically proclaimeds
akight to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory~of -
uly pcoplc, ﬁrmlo- Lnkc 2' 32,

To be conRad
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Continued.
Settingout, as usual, with a false assertion,—
that the object of the Catholic Churchk is ‘‘to de-
prive men both of their understanding and their
will, and make them blind tools of her own,’* Mr,
White ncst speaks of confession. Be misrepres-
+nts its nature and effects, and of course its origin.
11e snys, erroncously and insultingly: “the Ruman-
15t Churchmakes the counfession of every sin, by
thought, word, and deed, necessary to reccive
absolution from o priest.’, ‘Thishcknew to bea
wroug assertion in {wo respects, for 1st. We are
uot obliged to confess any sins which are not mor-
cal and 2dly, We are only obliged to confess
such as we can remember after a diligent exam-
ination; whereas Mr. White's proposition would
menn, that we could not be absolved unless we
confessed all our sius, and would leave no hope af,
jorgiveness for those we have forgotien. We be-
fieve that sins inculpably forgotten are forgiven as
vell as those confessed.” Mr. White uext declar-
«s that confession “has changed the repentance of
the Gogpel, into a ceremony which silences remorse
atthe shight expense of 2 doubtful, temporary sor-
row.,. Mr. White knows, on the coutrary, that we
anly believe confession profitable, as far as itis
yined toa truo contrition or repeatance for sin,
accompanied wih a firm resolution (o sin no more,
+nd o meke satis‘action to God and our
neighbour,  As confession is difficult and humil
aling, a sirner will scldom be brought to it, unless
he has already conceiy et some sentiments of repen-
tance, and desire to be reconciled to Godl; and, so
{ur fram confession. ““changing the repentance of
the Gospel,” we unifornly find’that those who are
abandoned to vice, desert the tribunal of confussion,
while those who are moved to repentance always
return {o it.  Many Protestantsbave wished fortex'c
1e-establishment of confession, andihave admitted
the depravity of morals which followed from itsy
abolttion among them. a provd that they did not con-
sider it as “changing the repentance of the Ges-
el.”?
b aving thus misrepresented the  waturc of con-
fession, it was to be expected that Mr, White would
be equally unsparing as to its effects.  According-
v, we find him affecting indignation’at what he
rerms ““the paltry plea’ that conle-sion often causes

the ministry of confessions There is no Catholic
Confessor who could nt furnish many fnstances o
restitutions which he has known and been instru-
mental in procuring; but it will readily be conceiv-
ed that there are muny imperious reasons which
forbid the disclosure ofsuch examples, Mr. While
however, makes a curious contession himsclf. He
says he can assure his rcaders as Pénitent, as well
as Confessor, that “‘confessionis excoedingly inju-
rious to purily of mind.” Thisis rather an awk-
wark acknowledgment, for a nan who was very
anxious in his first Diologue, tv have it believed
that he had been so innocent before he feal intoin-
fidelity: it leads us to suspect that he was_uotye-
markably correctin his duty, either as Penitent
or Confessor, and if so, it is no wonder if the' laver.
of grace and regonceration should have proved to bi
?sogrcc of defilement: ab immundo quid myndali-
ur ’

But now gomes a graver charge: “a Confessar
can promote even treason with safety, in the sec-
resy which protects his office.” How so, Mr.
Blauco White? Ifthe Confessor cndeavours-to ox-
cito his penitents to treason, surely they can den-
ounce him to the civil powers; and ke st bo very)
stupid if he thinks bimself secure by _virtue of the
sccresy ofhisoffice.  Heis quife as liablo to pun-
ishment in sucha case as any other promoter of
treason, and he would be more richly deserving of
it, for having impiously profaned his sacred minis-
try. Butifit is hereinsinuated that a Confessor
can promote treason in which the penitent confess-
es himself implicated, thus is more improbable than

would not be likely to presenthimself at tne cou-
fessionn, or if he did, he would not confess his
trcason ifhe had not resolved to remounce it; for
Mr. White knowsperfectly well thatno man im-
plicated in treason could bae absolved by-a.. con-
scientions priest, but would e carncstly exhosted
by every meang fo renounce such iniquity, and to
give information to the pruper authorities.  For the
rest, there is nothing so loly that men will not
abuse; and whatever abuses Mr. Wlite’s confess-
1onal practice may have brought to his knowlo-
dge, they cannot justly be urged against the real
oot of the institution, nor weigha featlier against
ils manifest and acknowledged utility.

Now to attend to Mr. White’s account: of its
oririn: he puts this speech for the reader in his
Dialogue. “I caunot help wondering bow the
Church of Rome could pursuade men to submit to

restitution of ill-gotter, goods.  ¢“The truth is,” he
adds, ““that restitation is not a whit more prohable
among Romuan Catholics,” than othier Christians:|
and he splendidly confirmis this by saying, that in
the ~gurse offilleva years that Le Las lived in‘
ougland, he has known ane restitution by a poor|
person of a sum of money, without coafession! ‘Lo
1his he ight answer, that where confession is in
use, theft is lesslikely to prevail, and restitutiors
«arenotso ofien tobe made: but we are contert
with observing, that Catholics have all the matives
o urge thera” to make restitution which others
have, such as repentance, remorse, &c.; and in ad-
dition 1o them, they have the serious remonstra-
nees and exhortations of every Confessor who does
hisduty, as also {he delay or refusal of absolutions
iu cases of neglect or unwillingness on the part of
ibe sinnertorestore.  Where then is the greater
probability of restitutivn being duly made?  In the
one case the sinner has uo Luman being to aldmon-
ish him, but ic left to Lis own conscience; in the
othér. besides his conscience, he has the exhortat-
ans and threats of his Church to urge Lim to his
Auty still more powerfully.  Aninsfance was pub
Dishied in the hewspapersnot very long ago, of a
;:g\nllcman in f.andon receiving aboy of valuable
tcWellery from Haly; restored to him, through the

—

such a revolting and dangerous practice as that of
confession,” 1t would cectainly be matier for
wonder ifthe Church of Romo could hove per-
suaded men to submit to confession. That man-
kind have in every age submitted toit, isa solid
wroof that it is no 1nvention of Rome.§ Confession
1s too painful and humiliating for any human au-
thoritv to havebeen able to establish it in every
age and nation, as we kuow it tohaye been estab-
Tished; and we thank e, Blanco White for thus

uninteutionally reminding us of one very
powerful proof of s being  of Di-
vine institution. It is a strong argument

of the truth of Christianity, that, opposed as'it is to
human passions, it was drily established on the
wreck of Paganism; and it is a powerful proof of
the Divine intstitution of cunfession, thatit has been
in every age obscrved by the great majority of the
Christian world. It will be well, however, to re-
mnd Mr. White ogain, that if, as he would have
it, confession was imposed upon the world by the
Church of Rome, he must tell us how it comes
that the Greeks, the Jacubites, the Nestorians and
Armenig.as, have ever retained thepractice of sac-
ramental confession the same as Catholics, These
sects separated from the communion of Romo
1°200 years ago; and therefore confession iust

hands of a pricst, by a servant maid who had rob-
faed L of it in England; and this was cfiected by

have been the usage of the universal Clurch at
that time; and then whatbgcomcs of Mr. White’s
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the other case; for a penitent concerned ip treasonf,

taitompt to shew that Rome invented itfn the ig-

norance of the dark ages?

But confession did not grow up grgdually with
what Mr. W, opprobriously terms the “Romauiy
system.” In the sccond century, Origen speaks ot
confession made 1o the prust, Tn the tird, St.
Cyprian speaks of sccret sins confessed to the
}mests, and ofremission granteds hy them, St
reneus, Tcrmliian,\np‘,d_ otheys testify 1o the pric-
tice of secret confeeston {o {lvte aunisters ol the
Church. And thnugh’l\ﬁ'. Vhite pretendd thay
there is nothing in Scripture t0*supportthe prae-
tice, we can sheir him that itis solidly grounded
upon Scripture,

Tobe .Continued.
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VANITY OF VANITIRS ! ASD ALY IS VANITY,
Feclesias. Chap. 1, Verse 2

Human lifeis,but 2 dream,
aysing like ayunny beam,
hen the cload atrors the'sky
Flitting darkens Phabus’ cye™

Seo yoncurling vaponr’s traip
Pmnd!y\pweap%pg Q'er the plain !
The breeze iy up, it fadesaway,

So shallthé pride oflife deeay.

)

Pleasures, houotrs, wealth and pow’s
Seem to last, buts'c:ar);:a‘n lipnr:p :
Dgath approackes; lo, they take
Their sudden fight, gnd usfos ake.
“The Butierfly on spangied wrings,
Horers nmni i ﬁlpr}nﬁnga: o
“Worldlingy, like the thocghtlaey boy,
Fast pursne tho fleclihg.toy.

Onto rain's- brink-they-presy,
Pantibg esger inthe 2
While.aronnd them fiends deride,
Angels dlushing tum asite.

Montals ! stop your gnad career?
Tom 75+ fanher i yom st
Ve,
Dowi the dreadfl aheep yowtl drir.
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