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THE REV. DUNCAN D. CURRIE.
BY THE REV. GEORGE 0. HUESTIS.

SHORTLY after the close of the war of the American Revolution,
a large number of persous, preferring British rule to an untried
Republican form of government, emigrated from the United
States to the British Provinces, Among those loyalists were the
grand-parents of Duncan Dunbar Currie. The Province of New
Brunswick was their destination; and in its metropolis, the
picturesque and compact little city of Fredericton, the sub,ect of
this sketch was born, about fifty years after their arrival.

They hailed from Peekskill, in one of the finest agricultural
counties of the State of New York, where the beautiful Hudson
lends enchantment to the scene.

Some of the family connection, on the bauks of the Hudson,
have meddled extensively with literature, and the best kind of”
literature too, Divinity, as well as with the important work of
busbandry. One of the race and name, though spelling his name
somewhat differently from that of the bLrother of whom we are
writing, is the able, fearless, and astute editor of that excellent
and popular paper, the Christiun ddvocate, of New York.

At the age of fifteen . D. Cumrie was converted to God, in
connection with the appliances of Methodism. Soon after his.

Vou, I1.-—No. 2.
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conversion his inquiring mind was greatly interested and stimu-
lated to work for God, by readirg the lives of some of the early
Methodists, especially those of the preachers. Can we place
before the minds of young converts any better literature than
those marvellous memoirs? The preaching desire was thus
awakened in the breast of the young convert. Had it not been
for these intensely interesting writings, Mr. Cwrie might have
been to-day, instead of preaching the gospel, completely engrossed
in commercial pursuits, for which he has a peculiar aptitude.

He was greatly favoured in his early religious career in having,
at different periods, the wise counsel and godly example of such
class leaders as Michael Colter, Thomas Pickard, George Thomp-
son and Judge Wilmot. For some years he was the Secretary of
the model Sabbath-school, of which the Judge was, and still is,
the Superintendent.

Fifteen years after Mr. Currie had entered the Ministry he was
appointed Superintendent of the circuit where he had been born,
and where he had grown up to manhood; and had under his
charge, among others, three of his early class leaders. One of
those leaders had now become the Governor of the Province,
without having relinquished, for a political office, the more con-
genial offices in connection with the Church of Christ This is
as it should be: truly Christian men at the helm of affairs,
secular and religious. “The saints shall possess the kingdom.”
Is it not a significant and pleasing sign of the times, in our day,
that the great ones of the earth, including even royalty, are found
in the midst of revival scenes, such as Methodism has been
familiar with throughout her entire history ?

The intellectual powers of Mr. Currie were judiciously developed
under the careful training of the celebrated self-taught linguist,
Rev. Charles Tupper, D.D., father of the distinguished statesman,
and other preceptors who presided over the Baptist Academy at
Fredericton. It was there he obtained, in conmection with

diligent attention to his instructions and studies, the elements of

2 good Euglish and classical education.
For a time mercantile pursuits interested his ardent nature, but

grace prevailed over worldly desire, and in 1853 he gave himself
fully to the work of the ministry in connection with the Methodist
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Church. He did not, as some do, bound at once into the best
circuits ; but was sent to those—and he went willingly—which
are best for young men, the hard, laborious ones. On these he
toiled for years with commendable zeal and fidelity, always
improving his circuits, financially and spiritually.

His special business tact and administrative ability were soon
«observed by his brethren, hence his election to the office of Chair-
man in the fifteenth year of his ministry. This occurred while
he was stationed in his native city. After this official honours
gathered around him rapidly. He has filled, with acceptance to
his brethren and safety to the interests involved, the office of
Secretary in every department of ecclesiastical Methodism, and

- is at present the Secretary of the General Conference. If his
spiritual life and mental vigour continue unimpaired in the midst
of an increasing popularity, he will probably ere long be found
among our ex-Presidents. He is a man of progressive ideas, yet
sufficiently conservative to keep within the boundary lines of
Methodist doctrine. By extensive reading, close thinking, and
the careful observation of current events, he keeps fully abreast
of the times. He is ready to engage in any enterprise that will
conduce to the honour of &God, and the moral interests of man-
kind. Hence his early and continuous connection with that
noble organization, “The Sons of Temperance.” He, however,
firmly believes in the sound doctrine, that the preaching of the
gospel is the grandest and most effective agency in our world, for
the correction of human morals, and the spread of holiness; and
that it will not be superseded by any other until the millennium.

M. Currie excels as a platform speaker; but the pulpit is his
throne of power. He reads well the oracles of God in the
sacred desk-—a rare accomplishment. As an elocutionist he has
probably but few superiors in the Dominion of Canada. Every
sentence is uttered with such distinetness, that none can fail to
understand what he means.

His sermons are not characterized by impassioned bursts of
eloguence or melting pathos; but they abound with stirring, lofty
thought, gathered chiefly from the book containing the best
thoughts in the universe—God’s thoughts, He is no plagiarist,
vet is continually gathering stores of knowledge from the choicest
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fields of literaturé. These, after passing through the crucible of
his peculiar mental nature, always Dbear his own image and
superscription.  He sometimes preaches the old-fashioned truths-
in such a novel manner as tostartle the aged and conservative
ones, who are justly afraid of any innovations in Methodism.

His style is not Addisonian, or ornate, but clear and concise,
full of nervous Saxon words and sentences, adapted to beget
attention and awaken thought. He reads much and culls with
care, not merely flowers, but facts; these he interweaves with
artistic neatness into his discourses as illustrations of truth,
His voice, though far-reaching, distinct and clear, is not remark-
able for-mellifluous tones, or sonorous power, hence he is not a
singer; yet, in the absence of a precentor, he can manage to start
one lorg metre and one common metre tune.

Among his circuit officials, and wherever there seems to be a
necessity for it, he hesitates not to give due—but not undue—
prominence to that New Testament Scripture, which is often
overlooked by many : “The labourer is worthy of his hire.” And.
he succeeds in inducing those to believe upon whom his argu-
ments are brought to bear, that the hire should advance in
proportion to the necessary expenditure. The gocd results of his.
efforts are already manifest, and give entire satisfaction to his.
brethren in the ministry.

Mr. Currie does hot seem to be unduly elated with his fast
.accumulating honours. If we read him aright, he is willing to
lay them all at the feet of Jesus; his most intense desire being
the glory of God and the saivation of souls. Thus far his
ministry has been very successful in this respect.

In order to accomplish good on a wider scale thap the pulpit
-allows, he has been pleased to make use of the press; not only
in well-written articles for various periodicals, but also in the
publication of a “ Catechism of Baptism,” a work which presents,
in a very clear and concise manner, the leading arguments of
Padobaptists in favour of their views on the subjects and mode of
baptism. This work exhibits & mental facility of analyzing and
condensing thought, such as few men possess. It is admirably
adapted, as designed by the author, to be useful, and is doubtless
accomplishing much good. We shall not be surprised if this
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brother, in addition to his ecclesiastical preferments, should also
speedily become invested with literary honours, culminating'in,
not the reversal of his initials, but in placing similar additional
ones on the right side of his name.

Physically Mr. Currie is a fair speciman of humanity; of
medium size, compact, healthful, and vigorous; genial in
disposition, affable in manner, and buoyant in spirit, it is not a
matter of surprise that he is a general favourite.

Of late years he has filled, with great acceptance and use-
fulness, the office of Superintendent of some of the largest and
most influential circuits in the Maritime Provinces. At present he
is pastor of one of the largest Methodist churches in the Dominion.
Prince Edward Island will not probably retain him longer than
another year, as the wheel of the itinerancy, in its revolution
next year, will displace the pastor of Prince Street Church from
his present position, landing him, possibly, in some favoured spot
in the West, whither our weighty men are now perhaps Confer-
encially tending.

We trust that, in the future, the exodus of preachers from the
West will in every respect fully equal that from the East.
Otherwise, we may soon cease to speak of “the wise men of
the East.”

[Since the above was in type, Mr. Currie has been elected
President of the New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island
Conference.—ED. C. M. M.]

DEATH.

THERE is no death! What seems so is transition ;
This life of mortal breath .

Is but a suburb of the life elysian,
‘Whose portal we call death.

‘We see but dimly through the mists snd vapours,
Amid the earthly damps ;

What seem to us but sad funeral tapers,.

- May be heaven’s distant lamps.
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THE REAL AND IDEAL CHURCH.

BY THE REV. CRANSWICK JOST, M.A.

THE Greab Teacher once likened the kingdom of heaven to
“a net that was cast into the sea and gathered of every kind;
which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and
gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.” The net
here spoken of is not of the kind in ordinary use, but one of
those known among us by the specific name, “seine.” This net is
usually quite long; cork is attached to the top to make it float,
and lead to the bottom to make it stretch, when in the water, to
its full width. When a school of fishes makes its appearance,
the fishermen attach one end of the seine to the shore, and then
putting the rest in a boat, make a circuit of the water around the
school, gradually letting out the seine as they go and enclosing
everything between it and the shore. A visitor to our coast,
during the summer season, will occasionally see the seine em-
ployed, and witness the excited fishermen capturing and assorting
the multitudes of the finny tribe whicl: it encloses.

This illustration and others which the Scriptures furnish,
represent the visible Church as at present in an imperfect, un-
developed, unfinished state, holding within its pale a great di-
versity of moral character. And the Saviour contemplates this
state of things as existing to a greater or less extent to the end
of time; “so shall it be at the end of the world; the angels shall
come forth and sever the wicked from among the good.”

If we consider the work which the Church of God proposes to
do, it will be seen that this imperfection is unavoidable. It takes
men and women out of the world, as they voluntarily place
themselves under its direction, and by the use of means and
agencies, human and divine, seeks to éncourage and promote in
them a growing purity and likeness to Jesus Christ. These men
and women are not exempt from temptation. As long as they
are in the body, they are upon probation, and are consequently
liable to stumble and fall through the stratagems of their foes.
And though the abstract possibility be admitted, there is no pro-
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bab\hty that the time will ever come when among them-all there
will be no instances of Judas-like betxayal or Peter-hke denial of
the Lord. They are liable also to err through ignorance, and
therefore present to the world the spectacle of a deportment
sometimes inconsistent with the high obligations of the Christian
profession. Neither have we any reason to suppose thab
hypocrisy— '
¢ For neither man nor angel can discern

Hypocrisy, the only evil that walks

Invisible except to God alone”—
-

may not, in the future as in the past, endeavour to gain its ends
by assuming the garb of plety.

" Such conslderabmns will serve to expose the folly of those who
attach to their conception of the Church, in its present state, an
ideal purity, and because this standard is not generally attained,
keep aloof and point” with scornful finger at every real or im-
aginary departure from the line of perfect rectitude as a proof of
the sham of ail religious life. It will be time enough to cry
“sham,” when they find among wny other body of persons purer
morals, nobler aspirations, more generous and God-like self-
denial and labour for the common nrood ‘While the Chureh, with
a conscious and admitted want of ideal purity, and still with
“ excelsior” for its motto, is at the head of all efforts for the
inerease of personal, social and national purity, and the consequent
diffusion of peace and happiness on the only solid basis, the
highest wisdom is to be a co-labourer in this great work.

Such considerations will also serve to refute the supposition
that immerality, even of a grave chaiacter is invariably to be
signalized by excision from the Church. “Turn him out,” “ Turn
him out,” is the unchristian cry we sometimes hear from pro-
fessedly Christian lips. Undoubtedly there ave.instances where
discipline in its extreme form must be employed, but, “if a
brother trespass against thee,” (or against the Church), “seven
times a day, and seven times in a day turn to thee” (or to the
Church) “saying, ‘I repent,” he should be forgiven. Even in
cases where we may fear a lack of sincerity, the law of charity
requires us to give the offender the benefit of the doubt. From
our inability to read the heart, there is danger of error, and it is
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better to exr on the side of forgiveness than on the side of severity,
and to cherish the hope of developing ultimately an undoubted
Christian charvacter.

‘While, therefore, we view the actual Church as imperfect and
unfinished, it is yet-our duty to keep before us the ideal Chureh,
that which may be, and by so doing to give courage and right
direction to all our efforts.

What, then, may the Church be ? What will it be ?

‘We have an inspired answer: “He gave some, apostles ; and
some, prophets; and sume, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers ; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
unto a perfect man,unto thieé measure of the stature of the fulness
of Christ.”

A consideration of some of the means by which this develop-
ment may be secured will lead us to lock upon the Church intwo
aspects, as a body of worshippers and as a body of workers.

Let us enter the assembly of the saints upon the Sabbath day.
The most ir=portant means of grace we then observe are praying,
singing and preaching. And the question is, how may these
best lead to an apprehension of the spiritual presence of God and
the realization of personal communion with him ; for, except these
ends are gained, there can be no edification, no development of
Churistian character. '

Our answer is based upon an argument of Paul in his first letter
to the Corinthians. He is speaking of the unadvisability of the
use of the gift of tongues in public worship, because; however
beneficial to the individual, it is not suited for general edification.

He says:—

¢ If then I know not the meaning of the language, I shall be as a foreigner to
him that speaks it, and he will be accounted a foreigner to me. . . ., For,
if T utter words in a Tongue, my spirit indeed prays, but my understanding
bears no fruit. What follows then? I will pray with my spirit, but 1 will
pray with my understanding also; I will sing praises with my spirit, but I
will sing praises with my understanding also. For, if thou with thy spirit
offerest thanks and praise, how shall the Amen be saii to thy thanksgiving by
those worshippers who take no part in the ministrations, while they are ignorant
of the meaning ¢f thy words ?"—Connybeare and Howson's translation. .
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Here is inspired plecedunt for audible responses to e\’tempme
prayers offered to God in the public congregation. We are re-
minded of ‘the hearty exclamations for wluch our Methodistic
fathers were pre-eminently noted, though we would not build
upon this analogy the argument of the child, who, finding in the
Old Testament the statement, that “ all the people said Amen,”
informed her mother that -she had found the place in the Bible
where all the people were Methodists.

But Paul’s idea of prayer, as a part of Divine worship, is such
an expression of praise and thanksgiving, and earnest request, as
reaches every understanding and calls forth from every worshipper
Jeartfelt responses. The single voice heard, is accepted as the
voice of every one, and awakens in him an interest similar to
that which would be evoked if he himself were leading the
devotions of the congregation. Now, how can the individuals of
a congregation best exclude irrelevant thought and ceatre their
attention upon the solemn work at hand 2 'What position best
becomes the suppliants ?

When Solomon prayed at the dedication of the magnificent
temple, of whose erection he was the honoured instrument, “he
Tkneeled down upon his knees before all the congregation of Israel
and spread forth his hands towards heaven.” That the people
on whose behalf this earnest prayer was offered were kneeling at
the same time, we are not told, though it was probably so. For,
immnediately after, when, in answer to the prayer; the fire came
down from heaven and consumed the burnt offerings and the
sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the house, “all the
children of Israel bowed themselves with their faces to the
ground upon the pavement, and worshipped aud praised the
Lord” When Ezra, mourning over the ungodliness of his people
and anxious for their salvation, approached with the; congregation
the place where the evening sacrifice was offered, he says, « I fell
upon my knees, and spread out my hands unto the Lord my God.”
When the disciples of Tyre, with their wives and children,
followed Paul out of the city to the place where he was to embark
on ship-board, the historian says, “ we kneeled down on the shore
and prayed.” This posture in prayer is also sanctioned by our
Saviour’s example. In Gethsemane, when extreme mental anguish
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produced & bloody sweat which d"opped upor: the orround he
“kneeled down and prayed.”

The Hebrew word most frequently employed in the Scnptures
to express the act and object of devotion, literally means to “ bow
the knee.” ‘The following are examples of its use:—

¢ When thou hest eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless (,hterally, bow tke.
kuee to) the Lord thy God, for the good land which he hath given thee.” When
David heard of Nabal's death, he said, *“Blessed-be (literally, let the kneo be:
bowed to) the Lord, who hath pleaded the cause of my reproach.” ¢ Bless the-
Lord (literally, bow the knee to the Lord), O'my soul, and all that is within me
bless (literally, bow the knee to) his holy name.” ¢ Bless the Lord (bow the-
Knee to the Lord), O my soul, and forget:not all his benefits,”

No other posture in prayer, public or private, is so impressively
recommended by Scripturesprecept and example, and we may add,
no other posture is so well suited to the feelings and wishes of
the sincere worshipper. The early Christians recommended on
the Lord’s Day and during the fitty days from Easter to Pente-
cost, the practice of standmw in prayer, “as a symbol of the re-
surrection, whereby through the grace of Christ we rise from our
fall;” but kneeling was stlll recognized as the fitting attitude for
penitentia_l and adoring approach to God. May we not hope that
in all our congregations due attention will be given to whatever
will help us in reverent and successful worship ; that the call to:
prayer will universally meet.the response the Psalmist anticipated,.
when he said, “ O, come, let us worship and bow down, let us
kneel before the Lord, our maker.” “We will go into his taber-
nacles, we will worship (lit., bow the knee) at his footstool.”

Paul’s argument applies also to devotional singing, as an aid to:
the public worship of God. He inftroduces an illustration from
musical instruments; “ Even if the lifeless instruments of sound,
the flute or the harp, give no distinctness to their notes, how camn:
we understand their music? If the trumpet utter an uncertain
note, how shall the soldier prepare himself for the battle?” The
objeet to be obtained must be kept in view, and as this varies in
different cases;, the means must be varied to snit. When the
object is the pleasurable efizct of melody and harmony, the tones
of the flute' or harp muct be such as to produce this result.
‘Wher the object is to summon the soldier to the battle,. the
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trunpet niust ring out clearly the war-call. When me}qdy and
harmony are not the end, but simply the mesns by which the:
worshipper is to be led reverently and penitertly to worship God,.
they must be modified to-suit this-end.
' The introduction into the house of God of highly artistic
singing has often been advocated as & means of .attracting the
careless, and creating in them a relish for religious things. But
it must be borne in mind that the emotional nature may be
deeply moved without the accompaniment of true religious feeling.
Dr. Chalmers, in one of his Astronomical Discourses, l‘eparks, “1
will make bold to say, that as much delight may emanate from
the pulpit upon an arrested audience beneath it, as ever emanated
from the boards of a theatre, and with as total a disjunction in
mind, in the.one case as in the other, from: the essence or habit
of religion.” Substitute in this quotation “the choir” for «the
. pulpit,” and though the application is changed the truth remains.
the same, .

‘Once only do the Gospels tell us of this exercise, as forming
part of the religious services of Jesus and the twelve, though
the manner in which this reference iy made may lead us-to infer
that singing was not unusual with them. The occasion was the
institution of the Lord’s Supper; and the sacred song was, no
doubt, the Hallel (Psalms 113 to 118), usually sung in connection
with the Passover. Let us imagine ourselves in that-little com-
pany. A voice, perhaps the Saviour’s, commences “ Praise.ye the
Lord ; praise, O ye servants.of the Lord, praise the name of the
Lord. Blessed be the name-of the Lord from this time forth and
for evermore. From the rising of the sun unto the going down
of the same, the Lord’s name is to be praised,” etc. 'What are
the others doing meanwhile? Are they indifferent or critical
observers of the tune or of each other’s musical skill2 Rather,
the tune is the simple instrument by which: they are enabled, in
unison, to lift their voices: and hearfs to God. Their undex-
standing is employed in attentive consideration of the sentiments
they utter, and as they audibly and distinctly enunciate them,
they prayerfully endeavour to meke them their own,.and become
indifferent to any présence save that of Him who: can only be
worshipped in spirit and in truth.
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This necessity of adapting the means to the end sought is also
to be observed in relation to preaching. Tennyson caricatures
the pulpit ~* the olden time in the following style, to which we
refer, not to endorse the reflection it makes, but to illustrate the
truth we wish to emphasize. He makes the “ Northern Farmer,”
after the death of his wife, speak thus of the parson :—

¢ An’ I hallus comed to's choorch afoor my Sally wur dead,
An’ eerd un a bummin’ away loike a buzzard-clock ower my yead,

A’ I niver knaw’d what a mean’d, but I thout a ad summut to saay,
An’ I thout a said what a out to a said, an’ I coomed awaay.”

No doubt it is quite possible for a person to be so indifferent as
under the most favourable circumstances to enter and leave
the house of God, without being able to furnish any correct
idea of the truth preac¢hed ‘n his presence. But it must be
adwitted that the lofty themes of the Gospel may be dis-
cussed in such a manner as will fail to reach the understanding
of even an attentive hearer, who has not been trained to close
and careful thought. Mr. Wesley mentions a pastoral call he
made to the bedside of a dying man, who did not know that he
possessed a soul. After some questioning, the man admitted
having heard of a small bone in the back, which never decayed,
and which he supposed must be the undying soul. And yet he
had been a constant attendant upon the services of the parish
church for a period of thirty years. Mr. Wesley also adds, he
had there heard good sermons, too. We may well doubt the in-
telligence of the man, but we may also doubt the adaptation of
the “good sermons” to which he had listened to the wants of
the hearers.

As the name of Jesus Christ suggests the deepest need and
highest hope of every soul, it must be the constant aim to exhibit
Him in His relation to fallen men and their salvation. The
range of topies here provided is as wide as the Bible itself. If
we cross the Atlantic, and land on any part of the English coast,
whether in some busy commercial centre, or some small secluded
village,. we will be sure to find a road thence to London. So
from every part of the Word of God there is a thread of tI ught
which leads to Jesus Christ, the grand central topic of every one
of the inspired penmen.
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We proposed to consider the Church in another aspect, as a
Dody of workers. Let us now turn our attention in this direction. -
In the Church constructed according to the New Testament
standard, there is no such thing as being religious by proxy ;.
there are no honorary members, relieved from the performance
of personal religious duty, public as well as private. Every
member is a working member ; every member recognizes himself
as put in possession of a “talent,” or of « talents,” “according to
his several ability,” not to be kept safely in a napkin, or hidden
securely in the earth, but to be employed in personal services,
both for his own and the common good, and the consequent: ad-
vancement of his Master’s work.

" The Buddhists have a custom which admirably relieves thenx
from the necessity of personal religious effurt, and opens an easy
way to the acquisition of a reputation for great purity. They
have what they call a “khorben,” what we may call a praying--
machine. It is a cylinder, generally made of brass, covered with
leather, around .which is wrapped a cloth ur paper, containing a
number of prayers, the whole being turned on its axis by a
handle. When a Buddhist wishes to atone, by works of super-
erogation, for a course of disobedience, or to gain w reputation of
unusual sanctity, or to go on a journey and have his religion.
“done” for him at home, he buys a “ khorben” and hires a man.
to turn it, or procures a donkey to do the work, or if a stream of
running water is convenient, he makes it turn the eylinder by
the aid of a system of wheels. And every revolution is egui-
valent to the utterance by the owner of all the prayers which are:
upon it. No, matter, then, where the Buddhist is, or what he is.
doing, he is pious by proxy.

ThlS custom seems to us grossly absurd, but it is not, un-
charitable to say that more than one modern Church establish-
ment seems to Le conducted on the same plan. TO satisfy the
demands of conscience, and to obtain the Divine favour, a number
of persons unite to build a wagnificent * praying-machine.” It
is not exactly of the cylinder shape, but that makes little differ-
ence. Its stzined windows are filled with images of the saints,
and quotations from the Bible. In its lofty spire a chime of bells
is ready to sound the hour of prayer. A minister is engaged to
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conduct the operations. At stated intervals he is at his post,
and the machine is put in motion. Where are now the men to
whom it belongs? 'On the Sabbath, if the calls of business or
pleasure have not made it necessacy for them to rest at home,
they come to look on, and see how smoothly the machinery works.
If there js friction in any part, how they grumble! Let the man
they have selected to perform this religious work for them, suggest
that their habits are inconsistent W1th the demands of piety, or
that their relation to the work is not simply of a financial kind,
and they are ready to dismiss him, or to sell out their shares and
go where they can run a praying machine after their own fashion.
Do they not pay their money, and ought not things to be con-
ducted as they wish !

Much of the error which prevails respecting Christian work,
arises from the false notion of a fundamental difference in duty and
responsibility between the ministry and laity; a motion which
originated in times, and still exists in systems, in which the
priesthood was, or is, regarded as the authorized mediator between
God and man, and the divinely appointed dispenser of saving
grace. But there is properly no such fundamental difference.
Every Christian, in connection with Christ, is a recognized and
responsible agent in God’s great work of salvation. An eloguent
historian of Methodism asserts this truth as follows :—

¢¢ Christianity knows no technical or clerical priesthood, none other than this
common priestly function and dignity of all regenerated souls, under the sacer-
dotal head-ship of Christ. It has its ministry, its divinely sanctioned adminis-
trators of instruction and discipline, but not a proper priesthood. It clothes all
true children with pontifical robes, and commands all .* them, as ‘a royal

priesthood,’ to live, work and suffer for the common Church, ‘the kingdom of
‘God’ on earth.”—Abel Stevens, D.D. .

The study of the history of the early Church simply justifies
these statements. It shows that there existed a community of
interest and labour in all departments of Christian duty. This
will be apparent from the following quotations :—

¢ Tt remains an established fact; that all believers had the right to teach in
public worship. All slike took some share in the government of the community.
Discipline was an act of the community, not of the clergy. The sacraments
were equally far from being a monopoly of the clergy. These principles were so
deeply rootel in the Church, that long after, when it had undergone most im
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portant changes, they received striking testimony from the lips of St.Jerome.
He says, *The right of the laity to baptize has often been recognised in cases of -
necessity ; for every one may give that which he hag received.” We read in the
“ Commentaries’ attributed to Ambrose, that in the beginning all taught, and all

baptized, on every opportunity.’ ’~—Pressensé.

¢ Thig notion of a peculiar people of God (xA1poc zov Br0v) applied distine-
tively to a particular order of men among the Christians, is wholly foreign to
the original Christian mind.”—Neander.

““The spirit and practice of the Apostles thus favoured a certain kind of
popular self-government, and the harmonious, fraternal co-operation of the
different elements of the Church. It contained no abstract distinction of
clergy and laity, All believers are called to the prophetic, priestly and
kingly offices in Christ. The bearers of wuthority and discipline-should never
forget tha$ their great work is to train the governed to freedom and indepen.
dence, and by the various spiritual offices, to form gradually the whole body of
believers to the unity of faith and knowledge, and to the perfect manhood of
Christ.” —Schaf.

Never since apostolic times was the idea of the priesthood of
the people so fully recognised as in early Methodism, and never
did greater success attend any church organization. « All at it,
and always at it,” is a phrase which was employed, not inaptly,
to express the common autivity in Christian labour. The social
means of grace, especially the class-meeting, furnished opportunity
for the manifestation of the peculiar gifts of every member.
Adaptation to any special work was noticed, and from the re-
cruiting field, exhorters, local-preachers, and itinerants were
selected, who, yielding to the call of God and of the brethren,
went forth to spread the triumphs of the cross. The itinerant
ministry, if it could have existed at all, would never have been
able to accomplish a tithe of the work of evangelization, had it
not been sustained and aided by the systematic employment of
these other agencies.

It must be admitted that there is still need, pressing need, for
the services of these various classes of Christian labourers. In
our towns and cities, and throughout our scattered country
districts, there are families and communities which cannot be
regularly and effectively reached and Denefited by the Gospel
without them. And there is a great deal of latent power in the
Church which is comparatively ineffective. How can this latent
power be evoked and made serviceable in the extension of the
Redeemer’s kingdom ? How can the talent which lies dormant
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in the: Church be made available for Christian work 2 'We believe,
if the truth is clearly apprehended, and, in reliance upon the
Divine Spirit, frequently and affectionately enunciated, it is'
mighty and must ultimately prevail. A comparison of the
present condition of the Christian world with that immediately
following Apostolic times, shows a decided advantage in favour
of the present. In intelligent apprehension of essential truth,
in moral and spiritual purity, in the effectiveness of its schemes
for the evangelization of the world, in the practice of charity
towards conscientious differences of opinion, the Church, taken
as a whole, is in advance of that of the fourth-and fifth centuries.
But the complete development to “the measure of the stature
of the fulness of Christ,” is far from being yet secured, and can
only be secured in connegfion with the methods we have stated.
The practical and universal recognition of these truths would
be attended by the infusion of such an increased measure of
Divine energy into all our religious agencies, as.would render
them fully efficient for their conflict with the powers of darkness,
and bring near the full accomplishment of the Redeemer’s mission
to our earth.

Havirax, N.S. -

THE ROYAL PEACE-MAKER*

BY M. E. A,

CounT BISMARCK strode through the halls of state,
Where he reigned beside his king;
Nor, of haughty mien, could brook to wait
The words of men or stroke of fate,
But counseled the gauntlet of war to fling;
His heart was proud,
“Who conquered late,” -
He said “is sure again to win.”
* A few words of explanation may be necessary to recall the political sibuation

of Europe at the period to which the poem refers.  The attempt by Napoleou
to get possession of Savoy, the armed protest of Prussia, the attitude of the
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And proud was France; should her spirit quail,,
For the tyrant of an hour ?

Should her conquering banner stoop to trail ?
The fame of gallant Frenchmen fail

At Prussian insolence of power ?

The Czar looked on,

Perhaps he smiled -

To see the War Storm lower.

The prize between the nations lay; -
But who dared stretch forth his hand

"To take by storm, or the price to pay,
Drew on his head the fierce affray,

And blasting and ruin on his land.
With jealous throb

They stood at bay,
And the fires of bate were fahned.

Remembered hopes that had been delayed,

And remembered wrongs from their silence crept,
And revenges deep that for time had stayed
Came out of the darkness where they slept.

So the eagle, that swoops to seize its prey

Starts the Vulture’s ravenous brood ;

Nought boding good

In the darkened horizon lay.

The air grew rife with the stealthy sound
As ships from their moorings creaked,
With the wide-mouthed cannon bristling round ;

-

And arsenal doors on their hinges ground * *

Russian Government, which had not recovered from the mortificstion of the-
part taken by France in the Crimean war, and the inflammable state of publie-
feeling generally at the close of the Austro-Italian conflict, when men seemed
1o be standing yet with their right hand upon.theiv sword-hilts—these were the
general circumstances of the time. It was at this crisis, wi'en all parties
augured, from appearances, the most sangitinaty war of modérn times, that.
Her Majesty interfered, and by her personal influence averted:so dire a ealamity..

8

-
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And clattermg engines grimly shueked
As they sped their way

With arms and men

On their secret errands bound.

The warrior felt for his trusty blade,

And waited his sovereign’s call ;

And the frenzy of fight in the soldier’s blood,
‘Which scarcely yet was laid,

Since the reddening stream of carnage was stayed
Where the last year's foes.had stood,

Careered in his veins:

‘What mattered Ais fall !

On glory’s plains "

Would the human harvest be strewed.

Qount Bismarck stood in the halls of state,
‘Where he reigued beside his king,

And beneath his eye a parchment waits ;
Ambition stormed at the castle gates;

But words of peace like an a.noels wing
Have stirred the air;

From England’s Queen

"The couriers a message bring

A magic power had the stroke of her pen,

And opened the sluices of feeling wide;

And the monarch of France was a man among men,
The dreams of his youth came back again,
“The Empire is peace”—On the ﬂoodmo tide

Of generous thought

He met his foe,

And swore the terms of peace to abide,

‘0, Britain, proud of thy Maiden Queen,
When she swept with youthful grace

.The halls where ancestral thrones had been,
And drew with her sceptre the line between
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The courtly viee of an age that was base AR
And virtue’s shrine, '

No coward fear

In her true soul leaving trace.

4 Britain, proud of thy Matron Queen,
‘Who hath ruled with even hand,

‘Who hath ruled for the honour of her land,
By hostile eyes or friendly seen,

Fovud equal to all the high demand—

A nation’s weal ;

Trod dizzy steeps

But few can bear,

‘Walked nobly there with Christian mien,

O land that hast loved thy Widowed Queen,
Who wore her weeds with sofrowing grace,
And found in her breaking heart a place
For griefs, alike of great or mean,

And turned with earnest gaze her face
Where the woman’s heart

And the sovereign’s power

For the world a happier hour could win.

Accept of her noble deeds the crown:

Frow Europe i$ lifted the hand of doom;
She hath plucked the century piant in bloom,
And deftly woven a wreath of renown,

At the nation’s feet,

'With gladdened heart -

To lay the trophy down.

CoBoURG, Ont.
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A CONTERENCE SKETCH

BY EVELYN ETHERIDGE.

L

“S0 you are going to entertain some of the ministers during
Conference, I hear.”

“Yes, are you ?”

“No. We shall not be in town at the time, and, to tell the
truth, I am not altogether sorry.”

“Why, pray 2”

“ Oh, I wouldn't know hg‘w to entertain them. One would have
to be so awfully proper, you know, and neither laugh nor have
any fun all the time they were in the house. I almost pity you
the infliction.”

“ Thanks, Marion dear; but I think you had better save your
sympathy till you find a more deserving object. I assure you, I
don’t feel the least need for it. I am sure most of the ministers
I have known have been very pleasant company indeed.”

“Perhaps they are, on closer acquaintance; but they always
look so solemn on Sundays and at funerals—which, T confess, are
almost the only times that I have seen them—that I am rather in
awe of the entire class.”

“Well, you certainly would not expect them to be very hila-
rious on such occasions. Besides, we are to be not forgetful to
entertain strangers.” .

“ Oh, perhaps, you expect to entertain an angel unawares, if it
be not a solecism to say so; but then you know, as the French
proverb has it, ‘It is ahvays the unexpected that is sure to
happen.””

“ Well, no; these black-robed gentlemen are not very much
like the traditional angels represented by the painters; but I am
sure they are often anoels of mercy to the sick and suffering, for
all that.”

“You are so prepossessed in their favour, that one of them will
be inducing you to accompany him as a missionary to Muskoka
or the Rocky Mountains, or some other outlandish place.”



A Conference Sketch. 117

“No fear of that, Marion dear. In the first place, no one
would ever think of asking me; I am not good enough for such
exalted duties; and in the second: place, I wouldn’t go if I were
asked. I know too mueh, from what I have seen and heard, of

the trials and privations of ministers’ wives, and of ministers-

too. I honour them for their courage, but, I confess, I could not
muster enthusiasm enough to share their lot.”

“Well, I am sure I shouldn’, at all events. It never would
suit my fashionable tastes and expensive habits. I mean to
marry a fortune some of these days, even if I have-to ta.ke its
owner thrown in.”

“ Why, Marion, how mercenary you are. I declare, if I didn’t
know that you are only joking; I would be: ashamed of yow”

Thus chatted two young lady friends as they sat in a cosy
parlour in one of our Canadian cities, discussing the approaching
Methodist Conference. The advent of several hundred Mettodist
ministers is always an event of considerable social importance.
Many are the deep counsellings of anxious matrons “on hospit-
able thoughts intent,” in providing for the physical: comforts of
their guests. And in the ranksof young ladydom. scarce less
solicitude is manifested in garnishing parlours and chambers with
those last touches of female taste which impart such an air of
poetic refinement to our homes; and, perhaps it must be added,
in the preparation of neat and elegant toilets for the reception of
their visitors, who are often quite unconscious of the amonnt of
thought and labour expended for their gratification.

IL

The next interview of our young friends was some weeks after
the Conference, with its numerous business sessions, its intevesting
religious services, and its pleasant interchange of social amenities,
had passed away.

“Well, you have survived the Conference; I see,” remarked: the
vivacious Marion.. .

“Yes,” replied the quieter Ethel, “ and -an exceedingly enjoyable
time we all found it.”

«T should have thought it must. have been dreadfully dull with
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80 many ‘grave and reverend’ fathers in Isreel in the house. I
suppose they preached at-you half the time.”

“Not at all dull, I assure you. Nor did they preach e1ther
yet I hope we are all.the better for their visit.” :

“ What were they like, anyway ? Tell me all about it.”

“Well, in the first place, we had a distinguished .Doctor of
Divinity.”

“A Doctor of Divinity! Did he wear his gown and bands in
the dlawmcr-loom ?  You never thought of smiling in hls presence,
of course.”

“Didn’t we, though ? I wish you had been here. Although
he is very learned, and very eloquent, yet he was the wittiest man
I ever met. He seemed fairly overflowing with fun. He was
like the electrical machine &t school, you couldn’t touch him but
you got a spark. But it was altogether of the harmless and
playful sort, as innocent and gleeful as the laughter of a little
child.”

“Well, that 4s rather extraordinary. Who else had you 4

“A returned missionary, who told us the most interesting
stories about the Indians, and the great North-west, and bis ad-
ventures on the prairies and in the forest.”

“Poor man! he must have been glad to get away from such
savage surroundings.”

“Not at all. He was full of enthusiasm about the future of
that great country, and was all eagerness to return to his heroic
work and to take a number of missionaries with him. He quite
inspired with the same zeal our third guest, who was exceedingly
anxious to return with him.”

“That was a strange taste. I suppose he could get no better
place.”

“Wrong again, Marion dear. The Dr. said they wanted their
very best men for the mission work, and that he was.one of them.
He is just from college; such a clever student, knows no end of
Latin anc Greek and all the-ologies. Yet you would naver think
it. So different from that.conceited young Tomkins, just returned
from Paris, who is.continually using scraps of French.”

“Indeed I think Mr. Tomkins a very élegant gentleman, But
did your hero go to lavish his learning on the Blackfeet 2”



A Conference Sketch. 119

“No. To his great disappointment he was sent- as junior
minister to X——, one of the largest churches in the Cconnexion.”

“And a very fashionable one too, I believe. T should think he
would be delighted.”

“Oh, he is so very shy, you can’t believe. During his college
tife, the Dr. said, he was a perfect hermit, never went into society,
end at first whenever I spoke to Lim, he blushed so that I really
pitied him. One evening, at a little social gathering, he sab
silent so long that that irrepressible brother Tom of mine asked
him what he was thinking of, and he said he was thinking out a
sermon. At supper he sat between that chattering Miss Thomp-
son and me, and scarcely vouchsafed a word to either of us. He
must have been finishing his sermon.”

« A remarkable man for a preacher. Can he talk at all 2”

“Indeed he can, not eloquently perhaps, but with intense
feeling. You should have heard him on the Friday night, when
the young men told of their conversion and call to the ministry.
The way he spoke of his mother—he is her only son, and she is
a widow—made everybody weep.”

“ He shouldn’t leave her, it is positively cruel.”

«It was a great struggle, but she wished him to go. His father,
on his dying bed, offered him to God, as a Christian minister,
and he says he must preach, that the vows of God are upon him.”

“Well, Iam glad, for his mother’s sake, that he don’t go to that
outlandish Indian mission.”

«T don’t know but that I am, too, though he seemed to set his
heart upon it. Ma and I were with him in the gallery of the
church when the stations were read. He had been pointing out
several of the ministers whom we did not know, and giving us
sketches of their history. Many, especially of the old men, had
had stirring adventures by flood or field; fording swollen rivers,
crossing ice-bound lakes or threading pathless forests ; and many
were the heroes of remarkable camp meeting or revival campaigns.
The dear old veterans, I really loved them for the perils they had
seen, and for the labours they had undergone.”

“ Well, but what about this reading of the stations ?2”

“Qh, it was really quite impressive. The Conference had
been waiting for some time for the Stetioning Committes to
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Teport. At last they came, the President took the chair, looking
very grave, and the Secrétary in a very distinet, but as I thought
in a rather unsympathetic voice, considering that his report was
like the Bouk of Fate to most of his audience, fixing their
destiny for at least another year, began to read the stations. The
interest was intense. The scene to my mind vose to the dignity
of the morally sublime. Some were for the first time to. learn
where they and their families were to find a new home, in most
cases among perfect strangers, yct no man in all that assembly
raised a word of protest against what must have been, in some
cases at least, a very long remove to perhaps a very uncongenial
sphere.”

“Well, T confess, Ethel, I don’t like the 1tme1ancy It takes &
man away just when you have got well acquainted with him, and:
brings a perfect stranger—to say nothing of the inconvenience
to the minister, and especially to his fami]y. Besides the toil and
cost of moving, it is continually breaking up their home and
its associations, their children are little nomads ; hardly knowing
where they were born, and picking up snatches of schooling
wherever they can.”

“T mentioned some of these obJectlons to Dr. Y—— and Mr.
A—— and, while admitting their force, they said the advantages
more than counterbalanced them. The great advantage seemed
to be that the itinerancy, as they expressed it, provides a place
for every man and a man for every place; a result unattainable
by any other system, and only approximately reached with momch
difficulty and often with painful friction.”

“Well, it needs some compensations, for it has many disagree-
able features.”

“Then the Dr. remarked that it distributed the talent of the
Church more equally than any other method. If any man was
particularly useful he was passed around, so that the sphere of
his influence was greatly enlarged: and if he wasn't, well, he
passed around too, like a bad penny, and no place was permanently
inflicted -with his inefficiency. Moreover, Churches will often
prosper better under a snceession of pastors, scme revivalistic and
aggressive, and others conservative and upbuilding in their
character, than under a settled pastorate.”
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“That is true; and ou the principle of the old adage ‘that *the
proof of a pudding is in the eating,’ the success of Methodism as
a system seems to vindicate its special peculiarity of the itin-
erancy.”

“Yes; and besides, these frequent changes afford the oppor-
tunity for new talent to come to the front, which might otherwise
long remain latent or linger in obscurity for want of the oppor—
tunity and stimulus for its development.”

“Well, but you are wandering from your text, to speak in
clerical phrase. You were aboub to say how Mr-A—- re-
ceived the announcement of his appointment.”

“Oh, I forgot. Well, I couldn’t help looking at him when his
name was called. He listened eagerly, and when the place wes
read, just dropped his head upon the back of the seat in front.
I saw his lip quiver a little. I knew he was lifting up his heart
in prayer to God, and when he raised: his head there was a glad
light in his eyes that told that he had received strength from
on high.”

“Well, I am sure it is better than going so- far away in the
“Great Lone Land.’”

“ He confessed to me that he would rather face a tribe of angry
Blackfeet Indians than the fashivnable congreg
But when he gave himself to the Church, he said, he surrendered
his right of choice as to where he would go. Yet, hashful as he
is, he magnifies the privileges and dignity of his office.”

“ Well, that of making a fortune is certainly not one of its
privileges.”

“No, but he glories in the thought that he is free from all
sordid and earthly cares, and able to give himself fully to its
spiritnal functions. He hasn’t time, he says, to make money, and
wouldn’t want-to do-so. if he had. Then another of $he compensa-
tions of ministerial life is that he will be continually associated
with the very best people for the noblest work in the world;—the
elevation of society and the welfere of mankind. And although,
of course, he must frequently go among strangers; he says they
are not strangers, but friends, whose love and confidence is
bespoken beforehand. The minister and his family are received
at once to the homes and hearts of his people, and in a month
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are more at home among perfect strangers than others would be-
in a year.” oo

“ Well, ministers certainly have very many social advantages,.
and, to tell the truth, I think they sometimnes presume upon.
them.”

“How, pray ?”

“Oh, they sometimes exact, or at least expect, an amount of
deference merely on account of their professional status, that the
merchant or Jawyer never thinks of claiming, Then some of them
make such ridiculous guys of themselves by their ultra-clerical
costume ; their coats and vests are so fearfully and wondertully
made, almost like a Ritualistic or Romish priest, so unlike what
other civilized gentlemen wear; and their manners are so fright-
fully formal and ¢ other worldly, that persons like myself, of a
rather ‘worldly’ disposition, can scarcely help feeling that there
is a wide gulf between us, and that we have no common grouuds.'
of sympathy.”

“ I confess I don’t like that either. I think a minister should
take his place as & man among men, relying for his influence, not
on the cut of his coat, but on his force of character and magnetism
of human sympathy. I cannot belp thinking that this was the
charm of the divine Teacher, in consequeuce of which the com-
mon people heard him gladly. But at the same time there are
certain proprieties that-I would not like to see violated. I don’t
think a minister should go about like a bagman or a travelling
pedler, nor wear a shooting jacket or a jockey cap. He should
exhibit some respect for his calling if he would have it respected.”

“QOf course.” What I dislike is the extremely conveuntional
manner, particularly of some young ministers. Then, if they
happen to be popular, they are so petted by the ladies, and are
presented with as many pairs of slippers as though they were
centipides, and are generally so caressed and flattered, that, unless-
they are blessed with an extra amount of common sense, they
are apt to become conceited and selfish.”

“ Poor fellows, they cannot help being the objects of sometimes.
superfluous attentions. They are to be pitied rather than blamed
for that.”

“J am inclined to think they rather like it; whereas 2 little
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wholesome opposition and criticism, a little roughing it, such as,
our brothers have to undergo in business life, would do them
good, and develop a selt-reliance and manliness that the age
especially demands. Many who are very eloquent and com-
manding in the pulpit, when out of it, and brought face to face
with the perplemhes of daﬂy life, are rather wanting in practical
efficiency.”

“The children of this world are often wiser in their gener-
ation than the children of light, and I suppose will be to the end.
Your remarks apply, not so much to Methodist ministers, as to
ministers as a clags, Indeed, the former, I think, have better
chances of ‘roughing it’ than any others, and from their frequent
changes of residence and intimate contact with a greater variety
of character than others, are apt to develop an unusual amount
of shrewdness and ability in the management of affairs. And as
for criticism, neither they nor any other ministers are likely to
suffer for the want of that. I don’t see, by the way, why the
idea of criticism always implies that of fault-finding. It literally
means judging, appreciating, approving, as well as condemning.
It is as much one’s duty to praise what is good as to condemn:
what is bad, and, I am sure, a much more agreeable one.”

“What ! do you mean to tell a minister you like his sermon 2”

“Certainly. If it has dome you good, I think it a debt you
owe him to say so. However, it is only in their very callow con-
dition that these little weaknesses you have been speaking of are
observed. Most ministers, if they are men of sense, soon out-
grow them, and I am sure Mr. A—— never had them.”

« Unfortunately, some of them always remain callow, or become
more so as they grow older.” :

“ Nay, now, you’re satirical”

“ Only truthful, my dear; but it seems to me that, this paragon
of a gentleman has succeeded in impressing you very favourably
with the itinerancy. Perhaps he would like you to share its
pleasures.”

«Oh dear, no. I am sure he would never think of that. Heis
so grave, and learned, and good; I wonder helistened so patiently
to the chatter of a silly girl like me. Yet, I confess, there are
some things I do understand better than he. He is a perfect
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<hild in the ways of society. But I know he made me ashaméd
of my listless life—so full of petty -aims and ambitions, so.
engrossed oftentimes in: matching the shade of a ribbon, or in the
trimming of a dress, when such a world of noble duties are
calling for earnest workers to perform them. T am going to ask
papa to let me teach in a ladies’ school.”

“ And he worried every day with a lot of flighty school-girls.
I wonder at your taste.”

“It will, at least, be something useful, and better than the
weary round of fashionable folly to which society almost con-
demns us. I feel kindling in my heart an ambition: for some-
thing nobler than that. Give us girls an object worth living fe.,
and we can do anything to obtain its accomplishment.”

“You are becoming quite eloquent. Did Mr. A—— inspire
these sentiments, I wonder.” '

“1 learned his opinions on some of these subjects from brother
Tom, who is perfectly fascinated with him. Tom was always an
idle, mischievous fellow, who thought ministers fair game for his
pranks. But Mr. A has completely captured his heart. He
seems to have inspired him with new ambition. He is eager to
go to college, and I shouldn’t wonder if he should become a
minister himself some day. I never saw him so serious and
diligent before.”

“Have you heard from your clerical friend since Conference ?”

“He only wrote a short letter to mamma, announcing his safe
arrival on his circuif, and said not a word about unworthy me.
So you see, Marion dear, you are quite mistaken in your silly
surmise.”

“We shall see before the year is out. But I must go.”

“ How absurdly you talk! Good-bye.”

II1.

It will not, perhaps, greatly surprise our readers who have
favoured us with their attention thus far, to learn that Mr. A——
found occasion, more than once, during the year, to pay a visit to
the Conference town where he met our fair friend, Ethel, and to
make frequent calls at the hospitable home where he had been so
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cordially entertained. Nor, perhaps, will it surprise them either,
that he so far overcame his innate bashfulness as to persuade that
lady to share the .duties and the pleasures of the itinerancy.
She bore patiently the raillery of her bosom friend, Marion, who
avowed her prescience from the first of “how it would all turn
out, you know.” .

‘When another Conference came round, and the apple blossoms
filled the air with sweetness and decked the orchards in bridal
array, two loving hearts were united in the blessed bonds of
mutual helpfulness and common labour for the welfaré of man-
kind. Ina quiet country circuit, surrounded by the fairest aspects
of nature—undulating hills and fertile plains, green in summer
with forest growths and waving fields of grain, crimson and
golden in gutumn with the gorgeous pageant of the year's
expiring beauty—the young pastor found, amid an inartificial
state of society, like that of his own boyhood’s home, a congenial
sphere of labour, with ample leisure for study and abundant
opportunities for usefulness. In the pleasant village parsonage,
embowered in syringas and lilacs, and festooned with climbing
voses and Virginia creepers, in a peaceful round of dear home
duties, in loving sympathy with her husband’s labours, and sup-
plementing his efforts with the subtle spell of woman’s gentle
ministrations, in kindly interchange of sincere warm-hearted
rural hospitalities, the fair Ethel renewed again the sweet idyl of
Eden—the old, old story of domestic bliss, old as humanity, yet
ever new—under as happy auspices as ever vouchsafed to youthful
bride in this world of blended joy -ahd sorrow.

Her friend, Marion, shortly after aftained the height of her
ambition in marrying the fascinating Mr. Tomkins, and verily she
has her reward. She leads & brilliant, fashionable life,—not for
the personal enjoyment to be derived from the endless succession
of routs and paxties, for she often complains that the demands of
society are a weariness and vexation,—but in order to be seen of
men. She regards with a haughty commiseration the secluded
happiness of the companion of her girlhood, “buried in a country
parsonage.” But Ethel, with a yearning solicitude, sincerely pities
the joyless and hollow existence of her fashionable friend, and
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would not for the world exchange the deep delight of her own
happy lot, with its many” opportunities of fulfilling Iife’s noblest
purposes in ministrations of usefulness and succour to the suffer-
ing and sorrowing, for all the brilliance and eclat of Mrs. Tomkins’
gay and frivolous career.

AFTER THE STORM.

AFTER the storm, a calm;
After the bruise, 2 balm :

For the ill brings goad, in the Lord’s own time,
And the sigh becomes the psalm.

After the drought, the dew;
After the cloud, the blue;

For the sky will smile in the sun’s good time,
And the earth grow glad.anew.

Bloom is the heir of blight,
Dawn is the child of night,

And the rolling change of the busy world
Bids the wrong yield back to right. -

Under the fount-of ill
Many a cup doth fill,

And the patient lip, though it drinketh oft,
Finds only the bitter still.

Truth seemeth oft to sleep,
Blessings are slow to reap,

Till the hours of waiting are weary to bear,
And the courage is hard to keep !

Nevertheless, T know

Out of the dark must grow,
Sooner or later, whatever is fair,

Since Heaven hath willed it so.
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THE DOMINION OF CANADA.
BY GEORGE M. MEACHAN, M.A,

I the order of Divine Providence, the New World was long
hidden from the Old. But in the fulness of time, when the press-
was getting ready for its mission, and a language was becoming
perfected for the Anglo-Saxon race, when religion was about to
-escape from the thraldorma of “the Church,” and the bo;hnﬂ and
oppressed millions of the Old World needed an asylum from
tyranny, and a country where they might construct a government
and frame laws in harmony with the inalienable rights of man,
God raized up a man and girt him for his special work of discover-
ing the Western World. Yet, when in pursuance of his design
to turn his day-dreams into reality, his mighty argument into
practical realization, Columbus cut the cable which bound naviga-
tion to the shores of the Old World, and resolutely pushed his way
across the Atlantic, or even when the hemisphere lay before him,
how little did he think of

‘“ The vast Republics that might grow,
The Federations and Powers,”

upon this continent. The ends of Providence are infinitely
wider and grander than those embraced by the most enlightened
humean minds. “ Our little systems ” are “but broken lights” of
God. Four centuries have not since ther passed away, yet the
history of the time has been thrilling and eventful. One of the
greatest powers of the world has here grown up, and by its side is
our young nationality, of very recent origin and settlement, pro-
mising to occupy no inconsiderable place in future history.
According to an old map of the English Empirve in North
America, published in 1755,'Canada, then under French rule, was
quite within the limits of the present Province of Quebec.
Ontario was ab that time called Northern Iroquois, and inhabited
by Iudians. Hereand there, from the Ottawa to the Mississippi,
were a few French forts and settlements: Now, what a country
we have, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific! But how
long and cheerless was the period of struggle with the Indians,
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which we may well call the Era of the Rifle! At last, in 1760,

Canada became British. .In the century which has since elapsed,,
how wonderful the chan«es which have passed upon the primeval
and well-nigh unbroken forest! A good portion of this time was
the Era of the Axe; and quickly following the wielders of the
axe, came the bearers of “ the Saddlebags.”

It is not long since the people of this country had enough to do
to keep the wolf from the door. Miles of dense wood lay be-
tween nearest neighbors. Travellers had difficulty in finding
their way by the blaze of the trees, over tangled underbrush and
fallen trees, the only well-defined road being that running ea.*
and west along the front. At length political questions arose, but
they were purely local. The foundations of government began to
be laid. The spirit of ordet began to brood over chaos, whence in
due time came constitutional liberty and executive responsibility.
The young community was found to have a will and passions and
individuality of its own. The young bear would not be licked
into the shape its rulers wished it to take; and as it came to
koow its strength, the domination of a fa.vo ured Church was
thrown off, the yoke of “the Family Compact” broken, imperial
interference in purely colonial affairs checked, until nothing was
left to prevent self-government and free action. And we are
bound on a career in which we shall endeavour to transmit to
generations yet unborn, that large heritage of British freedom and
British Protestantisin which we have received from those above
and before us.

In British North America we have the seat of a geunuine
national existence, in which. there is no such powerful agent of
disruption as that profound dissizilarity of interests which came
so near rending asunder the Northern and the Southern States of
the American Umon The different Provinces had, of course, their
differences,—differences which prevented their being fused into
one body politic, but not of such a character as to hinder federa-
tion. And such a union British Americans felt to be necessary
as they reviewed their circumstances, and remembered the history
of ancient Greece, of the English Heptarchy, and of modern
Italy and Germany. '

Fairly launched as a Dominion, with one flag overhead, one
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sentiment in heart, one sovereign and one constitution, we have
resources which, with a little development, will command the
respect of the great Powers of the world. What immense wealth
lies underground through all this vast country! What wide fields
of profitable industry in the great cval-beds of Nova Scotia and
Vancouver’s Island, and in what is believed to be the largest
deposit in the world—the great coal region of the North-West,
where an area of 500,000 square miles covers true coal; in the
iron deposits found in most of the Provinces; in the large beds of red
hematite ore in Madoc and Marmora ; in rich stores of petroleum
and salt; in almost every description of most valuable building
-materia.s, of stones and marbles; in the inexhaustible copper
regtons of Huron and Superior, and of the Eastern Townships ;
and in the gold mines of Chaudiere, of Nova Scotia, and especially
of British Columbia, where from the United States frontier to the
53rd degree of north latitude, and for a width .of from one to two
hundred miles, gold is to be found almost everywhere in great
abundance.

The Dominion has a popunlation of more than 4,000,000, a
flourishing trade, hundreds of thousands of square miles of the
finest and most valuable forests on the continent, as well as of the
most fertile prairie land, 4,000 miles of railway, with the near pros-
pect of an inter-oceanic road 2,500 long, 27,000 miles ol electric.
telegraph, and the noblest canal system in the world.

But let us rapidly glance at the chain of Provinces. Beginning
at the Atlantic sea-board, we find the smallest of them all in
Prince Edward Tsland. While evidently awaking from a kind
of Rip-Van-Winkle sleep, and addressing themselves to the
responsibilities and privileges of their new relations, the islanders.
have yet plenty of room for growth in public spirit and private.
enterprise. Like their postal system, which was of the crudest
sort before confederation, their system of education requires
regeneration to be effective. It is a beautiful spot, with won-
derful richness of verdure, another emerald isle, where the tourist
and the sportsman and the invalid may delightfully while away .
the summer months. With an area of little more than 12,000
square miles, it has a population of nearly 100,000, and 40,000~
tons of shipping. It carries with it promise of glorious things.

9
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Nova Scotia, larger than Switzerland, so situated “as to serve
as a basis of offensive naval operations against the United States
in case of war,” with its coast-line of 700 miles, its climate of rare
healthfulness, its vast tracts of woodland, its larger tonnage per
man than any other country in the world, with the best harbour
in the world, its noble fisheries, productive gold mines, its iron
rivalling the finest Swedish, its coal of excellent quality and in
great abundance, its vast capacities for manufacturing, and with a
population of 300,000, is inevitably destined to occupy a prom-
inent position in the great Dominion.

New Brunswick, larger than Holland and Belgium united, with
a population of 300,000 hardy colonists, who enjoy the reputa-
tion of being the best s'nlms and farmers in the world ; its fine
timber, its savannah lands, well watered by numerous rivers, its
enterprise and light taxation, its coast-line of 450 miles, and its
noble river of St. John’s, which bears a large commerce upon its
bosom for 120 miles inland to the capital, through a country of
fertile soil and wholesome climate, has many claims upon the
consideration of intending immigrants.

The old Provinces of Canada East and West cover a superficies
of 300,000 square miles. The French-speaking Province of
Quebec, with every variety of scenery from the stern desolation of
the towering bluffs of Gaspe, and the rugged magnificence of the
noted cliffs of the Saguenay, to the quaint'and cultivatec beauty
of medizeval Quebec, and the quiet and peaceful villages sleeping
in the sunshine along the St. Lawrence, is as large as France.
English-speaking Ontario, of great agricultural wealth and manu-
facturing enterprise, intersected with roads and railways, and
throbbing with the pulsations of an intense and healthy life, is
20,000 square miles larger than Great Britain and Ireland. And
both together contain a population of more than 2,800,000, and
many towns and cities springing up as by enchantment under the
magic wand of labour.

Proceeding to the North-West, we come to the vast territory
lying between Ontario and the Rocky Mountains, formally given
over to the Dominion to cultivate and to fill with a hardy, high-
spirited, well-governed and Christian population, which will make
it one of the most vigorous empires in the world. Almost as
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large as all Europe, occupying an area greater than that occupied
by 40,000,000 American citizens, with a gigantic system of lakes
and rivers, with a great belt of magnificent scenery, surpassing
fertility and salubrious climate, along which the immigrant * may
drive in a buggy ” for 800 miles “in a straight line ” from east.
to west, over deposits of gold and of coal, the latter of which,
according to the analysis of Prof. Haanel, is of the best quality;
it is abundantly capable of furnishing comfortable homes to the
surplus population of the old world for centuries to come. With

e ~
‘Whittier,

¢¢ I hear the tread of Pioncers yet to be,

. The first low wash of waves, where yet shall roll a human sea.”
For in a few years the tide of immigration shall have reached the
limits of the great American desert, which lies between the 98th
meridan and the Rocky Mountains; and of necessity must be
turned somewhere else, and whither? To the valleys of Red
River and Saskatchewan, most cextainly. And lo! the Mennon-
ites, the Germans, and the sons of our own farmers are pouring
in, an-adventurous throng, to occupy and subdue “ the Great Lone
Land.”

Here, in the midst of the continent, is situated Manitoba, a little
square of 14,340 square miles. It has.a rich soil, and is a wheat-
producing country of greatest promise. Though decidedly cold
in winter, the buffaloes and horses graze all the year through,
and grow fat. upon the prairie grass. It is destined to be the key
to the great North-West, and the first of many Provinces.

Last of all, on the Pacific coast we have British Columbia, which
surpasses in extent the German Empire. It is a country fabu-
lously rich in gold, and richer still in coal. Its trees rival those
of the Yo-Semite. A river in the ocean brings to it warmth and
salubrity from the equatorial regions. The Pacific Railway will
link London: and Liverpool with New Westminster, and with
Shanghai and Bombay, by a very much shorter line than can any
other rovte. With the immense facilities thus possessed, what is
to prevent us having the trade of China, Japan,and India ? This
Provinee has 350,000 square miles, a coast-line of 500 miles, vast
forests -of valuable timber, the richest fisheries in-the world, and
the best harbours on the Pacific.
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These constitute the Dominion. We have more than one-third
of the continent, 2 much larger territory fit for population than
that possessed by the United States, vast marine, agricultural and
mineral riches ; broad ranges of chase ; inexhaustible timber land,
and invaluable fisheries. The Dominion is now the fourth. mari-
time power in the world, with a population capable of furnishing
hulf a million, aye, 675,000 able to bear arms in defence of their
country ; and the second cf American powers, a colossal state
stretching from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the United
States to the regions consecrated by the footsteps of Franklin and
his companions in tribulation, with the work given us to prove
that in monarchical principles there is nothing inconsistent with
political and moral progress.

It is a matter of great rejoicing that we have reached all this—
not after a mighty struggle against Imperial power, not by the
battle of the warrior with confused noise and garments rolled in
blood, but as the free gift of that gracious lady, who no lessas
maiden, wife and mother, than in her more public character as
Queen, has won the admiration, respect, reverence and homage,
and in her widowhood the deepest sympathy of her subjects by
all the virtucs which far too rerely adorn the thrones of empire.

It is an auspicious circumstance also that we have a constitu-
tion ready to hand, not constructed upon any abstract principle of
political excellence, but one that has grown with the growth of
the English people, which, though it may require some adaptation
to our peculiar circumstances, stands unrivalled, has been tried
and tested in the fiercest ordeals, has improved only with the
lapse of time, and is the envy of nations, the glory of hersons and
the care of Grod.

‘We have, too, in our fellow-countrymen, all the elements of
strength and prosperity. The question of Race is worthy of con-
sideration at a time when it is certain that some races are nearly
stationary ; and others, as for instance the natives of the French
district of Normandy, the more advanced tribes of Magyars in
Hungary, an influential tribe in Transylvania, and the natives of
Massachusetts, are rapidly diminishing. We want a race that
will multiply and replenish this country, which is said to be
capable of supporting a population of five or six hundred millions
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—a race capable of developing our material resources, perfecting
our constitution, creating a splendid literature, and defending our
honour and interests.

Our past history, and the vigorous and prolific races from which
we have sprung, under God’s blessing, insure us such a race and
such a destiny. Ourwaving fields of golden grain, our improving
farm stock and pasturage, proclaim our Saxon lineage; the love
of the sea, which sends us to the water as to an element we are
born to rule; our vast shipping and foreign commerce declare that
the spirit of the Norsemen—the old Danish nature—is in us yet,
—the nature of the Vikings,—against whose piratical might and
arms “ the litany of more than one nation contains the suppli-
cation: ‘From the Devil and the Danes, good Lord deliver ust’”

In the magnificent structures of Ottawa, Montreal and Toronto,
and in the great public edifices of our country, we see cropping
out the Norman architectural skill, to which Eugland is indebted
for the noblest and most substantial structures which survive, in
fine preservation, the revolutions which have swept over the
land, and the all-devouring tooth of time.

In our school- system, complete from the common school up to
the University, in our deep religious convictions, in our reverence
for authority, in our conscientious obedience to law, « whose veice
is the harmony of the world,” we have abundant attestation that
the old Latin love of political and social order, of learning and
religion, is not eliminated from our nature. In the mirth, plea-
santry and abounding wit, in the high, heroic courage and
sparkling eloquence of many of our countrymen, we see the sein-
tillation of Celtic fire.

Yes! we are the descendants of the old Vikings, whose allies
were the tempests; of the law-making and law-abiding Romars ;
of the Saxons, with their simple, quiet, bucolic spirit and love of
the soil; of the gay and chivalrous Normaus, and of the restless,
fiery, impulsive and noble-hearted Celts.

By the fusion of these races a grand composite has-been formed
which is called “the Anglo-Saxon Race.” It is this race that has
possession of this country—a race that is increasing prodigiously,
and that has in this Dominion produced men of the highest
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character and of the most eminent ability, capable of conducting
affairs of the greatest’ 1mportance
And what is there to prevent this race, in no wise deteriorated
by the infusion of fresh blood from the old world, and planted in
this northern land, where its inhereut strength shall be established
by the rigour of our climate, and quite within the parallels of
latitude beyond which the capital of no great power has ever been,
from making our Dominion a powerful state, if the passions and
prejudices ol men do not place insurmountable obstacles in our
way ? °
In the estimation of some, it is one of the saddest features of

our country, in that of others, one of our highest distinctions, that
we have no aristocracy of blood. 'We have something better than
that—an aristocracy of worth. And if some dainty lady or per-
fumed exquisite sweep haughtily by us, the workers of the land,
because we fail to trace our lineage back to some titled aristocrat
or feudal lord, be it ours to say :—

¢¢ Believe us, noble Vere de Vere,

From yon blue heavens above us bent,

The grand old gardener and his wife

Smile at the claims of long descent ;

Howe’er it be, it seems to me,

"Tis only nuble to be good,

Kind hearts are more than coronets, _

And simple faith than Norman blood.”
Besides, most noble Vere de Vere, your life and ours have come
from the same primal fount—the English character and nation of
the past, whose life was then as now in her industry, temperance,
fort:tude, faith in eternal righteousness, the love of country, home,
and God. In the language of a distinguished Canadian poet:—

¢ Our fathers fought on gory plains,

To vanquish British foes,
And though betweens us ocean reigns

‘We are no aliens—in our veins,
A kindred current flows,”

It was our fathers who, on foundations of Roman law, by the
gradual aceretions of the Acts of the Sexon Witenagemote, the laws
of Alfred and the Confessor, the great charter of Runnymede, and
the many great reforms in Church and State which have since
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taken place, built up that splendid structure which we call the
“ British Constitution.” It was our fathers who fought at Cressy
and Agincourt, aye, and, as Cavalier or Roundhead, at Naseby too.
They were our sires who carried the terror of British arms by
land and by sea to the ends of the earth. It is our pride that we
are the sons of them who fought against the Armada, or laid
down their lives at Smithfield stake because of their attachment
to British Protestantism and their allegiance to their living head.
They are our fathers whose emblems are the rose, the shamrock,
and the thistle. -

It has been said, as if it were a disparagement of us, that we are
- mongrel.  Certainly we are not more so than any other powerful
cis-Atlantic State. Born and bred here or beyond the seas, let us
forget all prejudices, drop all vices, extinguish sectional jealousies,
and cherish a liberal, national spirit. So shall we incorporate
into our native maple all the juices and virile energies of all the
forest trees. So, by God’s blessing, we shall become one of the
most virbuous, wise, true and good of all the nations of the earth.

THE RELIGIOUS DRAMA OF THE MIDDLE AGES.
BY W. H. WITHROW, M.A.

THE Mysteries and Miracle Plays of the middle ages present a
rich mine of poetical material for the modern explorer. His
labour will be rewarded by not a few nuggets of virgin gold,
although he may have to sift a large quantity of wdrthless ore to
find them. The gems of thought he may discovér are in the
rough, it is true, unpolished and unwrought, yet they are often
precious gems notwithstanding.

These plays are interesting, as giving vivid illustrations of the
manners of our forefathers, and of the condition of mediseval
society. They exhibit the conceptions of religious truth then
entertained, and the mode of its communication to the people.
They contain also the germ of that noble dramatic literature
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which so wonderfully blossomed forth during the Elizabethan
era, in the writings of Shakespeare and his contemporaries.

Their origin is somewhat obscure. According to Voltaire,
they first came from Constantinople, where the Greek drama was
Christianized in the fourth century. They were probably brought
thence by returning palmers and pilgrims during the Crusades.
In France, indeed, there was an order of pilgrims called the
Confraternity of the Passion, from their representation of that
subject. In England, these religious plays seem to have been
first exhibited at the universities, and were written in Latin.
The monkish influence is very strongly marked on every page.
They were afterwards written in the common tongue both in
France and England, and are among the earliest relics of the
vernacular literature of those countuies.

This olden drama is of three sorts: the Mysteries, the Miracle
Plays, and the Moralities.

The first represented the principal subjects of the Christian
faith, as the Fall of Man, and the Nativity, Passion and Resus-
rection of Christ.

The second exhibited the miracles of the Saints, and their
astoundin: adventures.

The third were, properly speaking, purely allegorical represen-
tations of vices and virtues. They sometimes set forth the
parables of the New Tesiament, and the historical parts of the
Old; then, however, they become indistinguishable from the
Mysteries. The voluminous religious plays of Calderon and
Lope de Vega partake largely of the allegorical character of the
Moralities. )

In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries these plays were
performed in the churches for the instruction of the people; hut
the monks, finding that the exhibitions of the jugglers at the
Easter revels drew the populace away from the churches, gave
their plays a more attractive character, and performed them in
the open air. Reading was an art confined, of course, eutirely to
the clergy, and the ignorant masses could only va_uely compre-
hend the dull homilies they heard ; but the public representation
of the Nativity, the Passion, or the Resurrection, at the appro-
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priate season of Christmas, Good Friday or Easter, was easily
understood and vividly remembered.”*

But these sacred representations soon became subject to abuse.
Droll characters, comic scenes, and ridiculous speeches, were
introduced in order to excite mirth ; and a flippant and irreverent
treatment of the most sublime themes became a prevailing vice.
Many of the clerical performers degraded themselves to the level
of huffoons, and the Miracle plays, originally intended to com-
municate religious instruction, frequently degenerated into broad
and indecent farce. The lower clergy adopted this vehicle for the
abuse of their superiors: and the rude populace found in them -

.both subjects for burlesque and caricature. Thus the most sacred

associations of religion became degraded into objects of vulgar
mirth. The language even of the female characters—who were
generally represented by boys, however- was frequently exceed-
ingly coarse, and gives usa low opinion of the manners of the age.
The devils, especially, or “ tormentors,” as they were called, were
the clowns of the play, and caused infinite merriment by their
rude jokes and buffoonery.

The stage was divided into three parts, to represent heaven,
earth, and bell ; and very intricate and ingenious machinery was
often employed to produce proper theatrical effect. These stages
were frequently on wheels, so that they might be drawn ahout.
The gross ideas of the age concerning the material torments of the
damned were faithfully delineated. The monks doubtless thoughta
very salutary lesson was inculeated when a man who refused to pay
his tithes, or a woman who adulterated her ale, or sold too scanty
measure, was dragged off forcibly by demans to Hell Mouth, from
which belched fire and smoke. The devils wore flame-coloured
and grotesque clothing, and carried clubs of buckram sfuffed with
sawdust, with which they vigorously belaboured each other and

* A Passion-Play is still represented every ten years at Oberammergau, in
Bavaria, in fulfilment of a vow made on the cessation of a pestilencein A.D.,
1633  As many as 500 peasant performers take part, and the spectac'e is wit-
ness+d by thousands of visitors from all parts of Bavaria, Tyrol and more
distant places. The rehearsal Iasts several days. and, like the Greek drama, is
p rformed in the open air. Tt partakes of a highly religious character, and the
representatives of sacred persons are selected for their piety of life, and are set
apart bv prayer. Similar plays, but of inferior merit, are also performed in
the v:llages around Innspruck.
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the crowd. In oneplay Satan and a *nigromancer” dance, when
the latter is suddenly tripped up aund carried off bodily.* Vet
the sign of the cross, or the invocation of the Virgin or the
saints, immediately discomfits them; and of boly water they
have a mortal terror. In the Nativity play they roar horribly
‘when Christ is born, and make a great noise under the stage. )

The variovs parts originally performed by the monks, came,
in course of time, to be enacted by companies of the citizens.
The different crafts and guilds vied with each other in the
representation of the plays allotted tv thew. The rivalry between
the worshipful tanners, chandlers, vintners, mercers, bowyers,
skinners and weavers, was keen and exciting.

‘When we consider how humble were the talents employed, the
majestic sweep and sublime’ compass of these plays is perfecily
astounding. They comprehend the entire drama of time from
the creation of the world to the day of doom. Nay, the daring
imagination of the monkish writers went back beyoud the dawn
of time to the counsels of eternity; and, scaling the battiements
of heaven, laid bare the secrets of the skies. They shrank not
from exploring with unfaltering step the regions of the damned,
and depicted with Dantean vigour and minuteness the tortures-of
the lost. They pierced the mysteries of the future, and reveusled
the awful scenes of the last Judgment and the final consummation
of all things.

In recording in his lofty numbers the story of the Fall of Man
and Loss of Paradise, the sightless bard of English poesy, whose
inner vision seemed more clear for that the outer ray was
quenched forever, how far soever he may have surpassed his pre-
decessors, could hardly be said to have pursued

¢¢Things unattempted yet in prose or rbyme ;”

for not only in the Miracle Plays and Mysteries, but also in the
still older legendary poem of Caedmon, the Saxon monk, is the
same story related with wondrous vigour end sublimity.

*In the book of accounts of these plays some strange chares are record d,
¢.g. *Item paid for mending Hell Mouth jd; for keepmg fite a5 ditbo, mijl.—
TFor settying the world onfire jd. ij worms of couwcxenw, iijs; whyte orsav d
sowles, and iij blake or dampnyed sowles. v.g.: baryll for ye earthquanes,
ijs;” ete.
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The literary execution of these plays, as might be expected, is
very imperfect. The most absurd anachronisms and solecisms
perpetually occur. The ‘Old Testament characters. repeatedly
swear—a habit to which they are greatly addicted—by “Sanct
Peter and Sanct Poule, by Mahoun and the Sybill” Titles.are
strangely modernized. The “ Xnights” who crucify our Lord
speak of “Sir Pylate and Bishop Caiaphas,” The devils talk of
“Sir Satan and Lord Lucifer.” The interlocutors in the play
quote from “Gregorye, Austyne, and Sir Goldenmouth.” The
geography is inextricably confused. The local topography of
England is transferred to the fields of Palestine; and London and
. Paris are familiaxly referred to by the shepherds of Bethlehem.

The awful scenes of the Passion are most painfully realized,
acd are delineated with all the force and breadth of Reubens’
sublime painting. The ribaldry and scurrile jests of the rude
soldiery throw into stronger contrast the dreadful terrors of the
scene. The monkish authors do not scruple to heighten the
dramatic interest by the introduction of legendary stories—
often absurdly, sometimes with wonderfully picturesque effect.
English and Latin are strangely intermingled according to the
necessities of thé rhyme or zhythm. The writers manifest a
sublime disdain of the servile rules of syntax and prosody, and
each spells as seems right in his own eyes. The same word will
occur in two or three different forms on the same page. The
rhymes are frequently so execrablethat in some MSS. and printed
Topies brackets are used to m‘@ate the rhyming couplets. This
was of course the very childhood of dramatic art, and it was
therefore extremely infantile in its expression; it nevertheless.
gave tokens, like the youthful Hercules, of a power of grappling
mth difficulties, which was an augury of the orlonous strength it
was afterwards to manifest.

‘With majestic sweep of thought the grand drama of the ages is
enacted in these plays. All the converging lines of providence
and prophecy centre in the cross of Christ; and from ¢ streams
the light that irradiates the endless vista of the future. Heaven
itself seems opened, and the vision of the great white throne
and the procession of the palm-crowned, white-robed multitude
passes before us. We hear the “sevenfold chorus of hallelujahs
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and harping symphonies,” the choiring of the cherubim and
seraphim, and the song of the redeemed in the presence of God. .
Anon the scene is darkened by the shades of endless gloom, is
lurid with the glare of quenchless fire, and awful with the cease-
less wailing of the lost.

Compared with these lofty themes the sublimest tragedies of
Greece or Rome and their noblest epies pale into, “ faded splen-
dour wan.” What parallel can be drawn between the petty conflict
-around the walls of Troy, or the wanderings of Ulysses, or the
building of a Latin town, and the Fall of man, the Redemption
-of the World, and the Judgment Day ? What terror of Aschylus
or Sophocles can shake the soul like the record of the drowning
of the world by water, or the vision of its destruction by ﬁre?
What pathos of Euripides' can melt the heart like the tender
story of the Nativity, or the awful tragedy of the Cross? The
ignorant populace of a petty burgh, and the boorish inhabitants
.of the surrounding country, in that ultimate dim thule of the
‘West where these plays were enacted, had brought before their
minds, and doubtless often deeply impressed. upon their hearts,
holier lessons and sublimer truths than Plato wrote or Pindar
sung, or than were ever taught. by sage or seer in stoa of the
temples or grove of the Academy. And these were no mere poet’s
fancies. They were solemn realities and eternal verities to their
unlettered hearers. The Judgment Day, whose terrors they
beheld portrayed, they believed to be at hand—at the very door.
Through the puritying flames the’&fglt that they themselves mqs(z
pass, Wawt A

¢« Till the foul crimes done in their days of nature .t

Were burn:d and purged away.”

Though there may bave been litile in this homely drama to
refine the manners or to cultivate the taste, there was much to
elevate and strengthen the character, and to. project the acts of
.every day upon the solemn background of eternity. To such
Christian teachings as these do we owe the grave and God-fearing
Anglo-Saxon manhood of the heroic past. The outcome of such
sacred influgnces may be seen in every great work of our litera-
ture, in eveiy. noble act of our history—in our “ Hamlet,” Lear,”
« Macbeth ;” in our Milton, Bunyan, Burns; in Cromwell and

-
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Hampden, in Sidney and Vane; in the deeds of Maiston Moo
and the memories of Plymouth Rock

‘Wherever the eternal prmclples of right and justice have met
~—whether in battle shock or in council hall, on-bloody scaffold
or in silent prison—with injustice, oppression and wrong, there
has been felt and seen the influence of the Christian teachings of
the dead and buried ages on the human mind.

A better idea of the general character of this Medixval Drama
will be obtained from & brief outline and a few extracts, than
from a lengthened description. The subject is best known to
Canadian readers from the short.yet characteristic Miracle Play

- in Longfellow’s poem, the “Golden Legend.” The admirers of
that noble poem will, doubtless, like to know more of the sources
from which it is, in part, derived.* From the entire dramatic
series, which- was generally enacted at Whitsuntide, and some-
times extended to forty different plays;} a tolerably correct idea
of the Scripture narrative would be -gathered ; tinged, of course,
with the superstitions and errors of the times.

There is frequently among the characters an “Expositor” or
“Doctor,” who comments upon the passing events, and inculcates
the moral to be derived therefrom, somewhat after the manner of
the Greek chorus, or rather the coryphees. In the following ex-
tracts, which must, of course, be very brief and fragmentary, we
shall modernize as far as possible the uncouth spelling.

The first play, The Fall of Lucifer, begins thus :

Gop.—I am Alpba and O'!
I am the First and Lagt also,
It is, it was, it shall be thus :
I am the great God, gracious,
‘Which never had beginning. . . .

Here follows the creation of the nine orders of, Angels. The
pride and ambition of Lucifer ate si,nkmoly exhibited. He
exclaims :

Above great God I will me. guide,

Aud set myself here as I ween ;
* His récén{:ly‘i)ubliahed Divine Tragedy exhibits traces of this influence,
+8ee Collections of Coventry, Chester, and Townly Mysteries, published

by tho Shakespeare and Surtees Society,.in the library of Toronto University.
From these the following extracts.are taken. .
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I am peerless and prince of pride,
For God himself shines not so sheen.

The revolt and punishment of the archangel, and the mutual
recriminations of the fallen fiends are conceived in quite a Mil-
tonic spirit.

" Next follow the Creation and the Fall of Man. Adam’s pro-
phetic vision as he looks down the vista of the future and beholds
the heritage of. woe he has bequeathed to his posterity, is exceed-
ingly-impressive. This scene i§ also the basis of one of the finest
episodes in Milton. Eve’s yearning affection for her “sweete
children, darlings deare,” and her agonized grief on the death of
Abel, are expressed with strong human sympathy. The earth
refuses to cover the body of the first victim of murder, and rejects
it from the grave. Upon the death of Adam, Seth returns to
Paradise for a branch of the tree of life to plant on his father’s
grave. From this, in the course of time was derived the wood of
the cross. According to another legend, this was the aspen tree,
‘which ever since has shuddered with horror at the woeful deed of
which it was the instrument.

A good deal of humour is introduced info the account of the
flood, by the contumacy of Noal's wife, who refuses to obey her
liege lord’s communds.

Nosn.—Wife, come in ; why standest thou there?
Thou art ever forwar” _ dare well swear;
Come in, come in ! full time it were,
For fear lest that we drown.

Wire.—Yea, sir, set up your sail,
And row forth with evil hail,
For withouten fail
I will not out of this town ;
But I have my gossips everyone
One foot.furthur I will not gone;
They shall not drown, by Saint John !
An T may save their life. .
But thou let them into thy chest,
Else row thou where thon wist,
And get thee a new wife,

The story of the offering up of Isaac is skilfully told. Isaac
piteously entreats :

If T havetrespassed in-any degreo,
With a rod you may beat me ;
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Put up your sword if you will be, ;o
For I am but a child.

ABRAHAM,—Ho ! my heart will break in three,
To hear thy words I have pitie ;
As thou wilt Lord, it must be,
To thy will I must yield,

Isaac.—Would my mother were here with me!
She would kneél down upon her knee,
Praying you, father, if it may be,

For to save my life,

Isaac meekly asks, “Is it God’s will I should be sldin 2” and
then quietly submits. He begs pardon for all his faults, and
craves his father’s blessing, sends his love to his mother, and asks
to be slain with as few strokes as possible. Abraham kisses him,
binds his eyes, and is about to slay him, when the angel arrests
his hand. The sacrifice of Iphigenia cannot be compared for
pathos with this. The “ Doctor” expounds the scene as having
reference to the perfect obedience, even unto death, of Jesus
Christ. A messenger interrupts his lengthy exposition by ex-
claiming,

Make reom, lordings, and give us way,
And let Balek come in and play.

Balaam and his speaking ass are a source -of great merriment.
Balek desiring to be avenged on those “ false losel Jews,” swears
horribly at the prophet when they ave thrice blessed.

There are also plays about Joseph, Moses, David, and other
leading characters of the Old Testament ; but the chief interest of
the drama gathers about the life of Christ. The Gospel narrative
is largely supplemented by legendary lore, or embellished by the
fancy of the poet—frequently with intense humanness ; but some-
times its beauty is marred by coarseness or frivolity. The
“ Emperoure Octavian” and the Sibyl both prophesy of Christ’s
advent; and on the birth the gods of Rome fall down, as also do
those of Egypt when he goes thither. Joseph complains that he
is only a poor carpenter, who. has his meat by his hammer and
plane, and so can ill afford to pay the newly levied tax. He and
the Virgin Mary arrive, weary and wayworn; ab Bethelem, at the
approach of night, and take refuge in a cave used as a stable,
and there, between an ox and an ass, that night the Holy Child
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is born. Joseph is very tender in his bearing toward the Virgin
mother, addressing her with such fond, caressing words as “ Loe !
Marye sweete, my darlinge deare;” “ My deare hearte root,” and
other loving phrases. A signal judgment punishes those who
dare to doubt her maiden purity. The humanizing influence of’
these affecting scenes, and .of this worship of holiness and meek-
ness—of the Divine Child and stainless mother—upon cur un-
couth anceéstry, must have been of incalculable benefit. 1t did
much in a rude and stormy age to invest with a tender reverence
all womankind; and inspired the iron chivalry of the time with
a religious enthusiasm for the succour of human weakness and
fraility.

The play of the Shepherds abounds in a good deal of coarse
humour aud rude mirth. It gives a minute picture of Medizeval
country life. In some versionsa wrestling bout occurs ; in others.
a sheep-stealing plot is discovered. On the whole the shepherds
are a rather disreputable set, although one of them self-assertingly
boasts that there is

A better shepherd on no side
From comely Conway unto Clyde.

They lunch on Lancaster jack-cakes and Hatton ale. Their
names, too, Harvey, Tudde, Tibbs, and Trowle, have a remarkably
English sound. They wrestle and engage in rude horse-play till
the voices of the heavenly choir are heard singing “ Gloria in
eacelsis Deo.” The shepherds were evidently unacquainted with
Latin, and offer some very absurd interpretations of the unknown
words. When the star appears they sing a doggerel chorus, and
proceed to offer their rustie gifts to the infant Christ. One gives
him a bell, another a spoon to sup his pottage, one a cape, “for he
has nothing elles.”

In the meantime the three gipsy kings have seen the Star in
the East, and bring more seasonable offerings. They arrive at
Herod’s palace inquiiing,

. Can ye aught say what place or where
. A childe is born that crown shall bear,
And be of Jews the King?
ServAnt,—Hold your peace, sirs, I you pray !
For if King Herod heard you so suy,
Heé would go mad, by my fay,
And fly out of his skin.



The Religious Drama of the Middle Ages. 145

Herod is at'any rate vely angry When he heats of the mqun'y,i
and exclaims,

. Tam the greatest :above degree,
. That is, that was, that ever shall he;
The sun it dare not shine on me,
I 1 bid him go down. . . . .
A boy, a:groom of low degree
To rise against my royalty !
Sir Doctor, that are chiefest of clergy
Look up at thy books of prophecy,
And what thou seest-tell thou me. L
The “Doctor” quotes Jacob’s prophegy concerning the Shilob,
When Herod bursts out;,
That’s false, by Mahound full of might,
That old vylarde Jacob doted. for age,
What presamption should move that peevish page,
Or any elfish godling to take from me my crown.

He rages horribly, and orders the slaughter of the children.

Have done and fill the wine high,

Fill fast and let.the cups fly,

I die, but I have.drink.

In the meantime the kmvs present their gifts to the baby

Sovereign of the world. The first; gives-gold - . (

For itiséemeth’ by this place :

Thatlittle freasure His mother has,
The next offered incense, and the third thirty pieces of money—
“gilt’ penmes,” they are called: These * penhies,” ‘according to
the ‘veracious legend, wete-the identical coins-with which’ Ltbraha.m
bought the C ve of ! Machpelah for which Joseph was snld by
his brethren, and for whichJudas afterwards betrayed his Master.'
Of few things else save the Holy Grail, and the stone on which
the English sovereigns are crowned— -which last, it 1§ well known,
was the very stone that Jacob used as a pillow-—can the histo Y
be so marvellously traced. “Our-Ladys ‘Matie” leftmost of thé'
presents, with the child’s swaddling clothes; in.tlie-cave, when she
fled into Egypt ; and there they rémained: till'dis¢overed by the
pious Empress Helena ! During the flight into Egypt the Holy
Family are attacked by robbers. = One of these relents, heholdmg
their povexty; but the ogher is exceedmgly fierce; The infant

10
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Christ foretells that they shall both be ciucified with Him ; but
that he who had mercy shall find pardon in his hour of doom.

Tt is in the play of the Slaughter of the Innocents that the
King of Jewry fairly out-Herods Herod in his cruelty. He
summons all his barons, burgesses, and baronets—Sir Lancler, Sir
Grimbald and the rest—to destroy the children. There are some
rather coarse passages of wit between the soldiers and the women
and one cowardly officer is driven off. But the slaughter is com-
pleted, and the coldiers toss the dead bahes upon their spear
points through the town. Then is heard the voice of lamerta-

tion: '
Out and out ! and wellaway !
That ever | did see this day ;
Out and pnt;! and woe is me!
Thief, thou shalt hanged be !
In the confusion Herod’s owWn son is slsin, and the wretched father,
smitten with despair, cries out, _ :
Alas! my days now are done :
I wot I must dié soon :

Bootless it is to make moan,
For damned I must be.

He falls down, writhing with pain and eaten with worms; hell
opens, and devils drag hlm within its horrid jaws. Nomore traon,
and awful poetical justice iz there in any dmma of ancient or
modern times.

There is a striking incident in the play of the: Plesentatmn at
the Temple. Old Simeon had been reading the prophecy that
Christ should be born of a virgin, which seemed so incredible:that
he obliterated the expression, but found that it reappeared in red
letters ; and having again obliterated it, he was convinced of its
divine inspiration by its.appearing in letters of gold.

In Christ's twelfth year, the doctors in the temple observing
His attention, one of them remarked:

Methinks this child woild learn ourlaw,
He taketh greatheed to our talking ;
to whom our Lord replies, :

You clerks that he of great cunning,
Unto ey talking take good heed.
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Great dramatic vivacity is thrown into the account of the rais-
ing of Lazarus. The “prelates,” however, think *that lurden
Lazarre should be slayne.” The merchants'whom our Lord drove
out of the temple complain to Bishop Caiaphas, who with the
priests seek toarrest Christ ; but fearing to'do so, they offer money
to him who will betray Hlm J udas accepts the bribe, and
arranges the time and place.

The awful scenes of the Passion are delineated with a coarse
and rugged strength, and with & painfully realistic power But
amid the rudeneqs of the ruffian soldiery, and tha mbﬁldr) of -the
mocking multitude, is heard the gentle falling of woman’s tears:

Alas ! alag } and woe is me !
A doleful sight is this to see ;
So many sick saved has He,
And goeth now this way.

The soldiers distobe the Divine Sufferer with many & wanton

Jjibe and jeer.

¢ Be thou wreth, or be thou fain,
I will be thy chamberiain.
This coat shall be mine,

* For it is-good and fine.”

¢« Nay, fellow, by this day,
At.the dice we will play ;
This coat withouten seam
To break it were a shame.”

The anguish of the Virgin Mother is exceedingly pathetic.
: Alas ! my love, my life, my dear, '
Alag-! how mourning, woe is me !
Alas! thieves, why do yeso?
Slay ye me, let my Son go.

The Harrowing of Hell is a very popular Mediseval legend,
according to which Christ descends into ‘the regions of the dea.d
vanquishes Satan, and delivers the patriarchs, prophets and ancient’
worthies, who have been waiting for His coming. They greet Hiin
with rapture, and He leads them in triumph; Whﬂe in lofty strophe
and antistrophe the angels chant a psalm of v1ctory Our Lord’s
greeting to His dlsmples after the resurrecmon is very tender
and gragious :

Peace among you, brethren fair,
My sweet brethren lief and dear.
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Thexr surprise; fenr doubt, and jayful recogmtnon -of the Saviour,
are admlrably deseribed. *The Ascension;also;is finely conceived. ;
After .giving them then' commission, our Lord parts from. His
disciples with the. words, “I go to my Father and your Father,
to:my God-and your God ;” (and as He ascends in'mid-air, it -suk- -
lime antiphonies the angels sing His ‘triumph'over-death and hell,
the opening of ‘the everlasting gates and His eternal exaltation at
the right liand of God.

- The. twelve, while awaiting the descéent of the Holy Ghost;
compose .the Apostles Creed, each one contributing a clause to
that first formulated confession: of faith. Then follow the unfold-
ing of the prophecies of the Apocalypse, the downfall of Anti-
chmst and the day of ﬁnal doom The terrors of the last judg-
ment are strongly hmned hnd' must have produced a deep im-~
pression on the unsophisticated spectators. The finally. saved:
chant lofty strains of laud and honour to. Almighty God, for that
their sins have all been burned away in the purifying fires of
purgatory ; while the condemneu Yftup their voices in everlasting
wailing and despair. Popes emperors, kmgs* queens, justices, and
merchants in turn confess their gunilt, and the justness of the
eternal Lale which is their doom. A:'condemned pope exclaims :

Now bobtless is it 6 ask mercie .
For, hvmg, highest in eaith was L
Also silver and simony -
Made me a:pope'unworthy.
A chked queen piteously cries out: :
Wheze is my beaunty that was so bright ?
‘Where is-the baron, where is the knight,
‘Where,in the world is.any.wight,
. Tha$ for my fa.lmess now wxﬁ ﬁgln‘: ?

The Lmos of the eart,h and the OTeat men, and the rlch men,
a.nd the chlef ca_ptams and the mighty men, all wail ‘because
of- the coming-of the Judge; for the great day cf His Wrath is
come and W,ho shall be able to stand ? Chnst sﬂ;tmrr ona cloud
mtb the mstruments oi' His passxon-——the cross, the crown of
i;horns the nail, the spear—e‘chlblts Hig body. more marred and
wounded by, the sins of men than by the tortures of His Jewish
murderers, and pronounces sentence of final doom. - To the saved

He sweetly says:
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Come lither to me, my darlings deare, L i
While I Wag on tl;q em;t;h I;ere o

Ye gave me meatin good inkhere . .

Yes, forsooth, my friendes dear,

Such abigoor-and naked weve ~

Ye clad and fed them both in feat

And harboured thent: alsoe .

* And turnmo to the wmked He severely says

Nay, When ye saw the Teast of mme

That on earth suffered pine;

To help them ye did naught mchne, 7
Thereforé go-to thefire, - '
And:though my'sweset mother de&re, R
Angd all-the saints that ever were, ‘
Prayed for you nght now here,

Alas ! it were too Tate |

Thus ends this remarkable series of religious dramas. Their
language may often be uncouth, and their treatment of these lofty
themes inadequate and wnworthy, sometimes coarse:and repulsive,
shocking our feelings of reverence and: sense -of propriety; but
assuredly the drama of no age ever addressed itself to a nobler
task, and we doubt if, on the whole, any drama. ever better accom-
plished its purpose. Its object was not merely: to amuse, but to
instruet—to instruct in the most important of all knowledge, the
great truths of religion. Its.exhibition of these truths may have
been imperfect, and mixed with much of error; but its influence,
in the absence of purer teaching, must have been most salutary.
No-man, no woman, no matterhow unlettered and rude, could but
be awed and solemnized by the contemplation of the sublime sub-
jects which it presented ; and doubtless' many may have been led
thereby to apprehend the saving truths of the: Gospel to forsake
sin, and live godly lives, If this hasty mcursxon ,mto one of the
more obscure regions of English literature should. stumﬂa’oe curi-
osity to & furthur exploramon of its indden treasures, it shall have
accomphshﬂd its purpose. .
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THE WISH OF TO-DAY.
BY JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER,

I ask not now for gold to gild
‘With mocking sheen a weary frame ;
The yearning of the mind is stilled—
I ask not now for Fame.

A rose-cloud, dimly seen above,
Melting in heaven’s blue depths away,
Oh ! sweet fond dreain of human Love !
For thee I may not prey.

But, bowed: in lowliness of mind,

I make my humble wishes known—
I only ask a wish resigned,

O Father, to thine own !

To-day, beneath thy chastening eye,
I crave alone for peace and rest,
Submissive in thy hand to lie,
And feel that it is best.

A marvel seems the Universe,

A miracle our Life and Death;
A mystery which I cannot pierce,
Around, above, beneath.

In vain I task my aching brain,
In vain the sage’s thought I scan:
I only feel how weak and vain,
How poor and blind, is man.

* And pow my spirit sighs for home,

And longs for light whereby to see,.
And, like a weary child, would come,
O Father, unto Thee!
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JOHN SUMMERFIELD.*
BY THE REV. B. SHERLOCK. '

THE old Romlsh notion of supererogatory holiness, like most
of the errors of that system, is but o Satanic exaggeration of 2
precious trath. That truth is seen in the wise arrangement of
Divine Providence, by which some men are formed endowed
with gifts and attributes of holy character, which seem more
than are necessary for their individual salvation. For such men

- are thus enriched, not for themselves alone, but for the good -of
the many, whose path is illumined by the superior light which
they reflect from the great Sun of the moral universe.

It is not much to be wondered at, that in those ages:of religious
darkness which passed over Christendom during the urhindered
sway of an unscrupulous priesthood, prodigies of sanctity should
not only be elevated by popular feeling to-the position of medi-
ators, but should be credited with an excess of merit which the
Church might turn to- good account in aiding the salvation of
others, The authorities of the Church declared wmany of the
commonplace and undistinguished Christians of every locality
and genera.tion to be fit for heaven;—for what use then, men
would ask, is the much greater holiness of some, if not to be
utilized in-that way ?

Happily saved from such falsity, we yet joyfully recognize the
fact, that the Head of the Church does not leave us to be edified
only by the letter of the Book, and the. indispensable virtues of
.ordinary Christian life, but in one place he-calls forth a Saul, head
and shoulders above his brethren in: spmbual stature, thab awhole
people may be led to moral victory, and in another he endows a
Samson, whose spiritual might proves itself by the saving of
“heaps upon heaps” of the aliens from the grace of God, and the

* We purpose xllnstratmﬂ in this Magazine the doctrine of the Higher Chris.
tian Life, by remarkable exemphﬁcatxons of its power, rather than by didactic
treatises. In pursuance of this design the accompanying biographical sketch,
a3 well ad.others which have alibady appeared, has been prepared; As oppor-
tunity-may offer, others of similar character will-hereafter appear.—ED.
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pulling down of some temple of idolatry and _pnde into rum and
oblivion, o ’

The minister whose name heads this paper may be classed
amongst those extraordinary men of whom we write—one of the
many such with which the Master has been pleased to enrich
that section of his people who are called Methodists:

He was born. in the. year 1798, in Preston, England, of godly
and intelligent parents, and solemnly: dedicated by his father to
the work of the ministry at the time of his birth... The advan-
tages of a godly training at home, and of five years’ study in a
school conducted by a pious. Moravian were his; and, we doubt
not, were conducive to- that inter-penetration of his mind with
religious impressions and ideas, to which he:owed: that spontane-
ous aptitude for religious thought which afterwards. distinguished
him as.a public worker for God. Our subject appears to have
been precocious in. his development, for we find him teaching.a
night school at the age of twelve; before his fifteenth year he
fills a position of clerk in a mercantile establishment, conducting
correspondence in the French language, book-keeping, and mana-
ging serious financial matters. His biographer says: “ At fifteen
he seemed to possess the expmence of a persom: advanced in
life.” -

At about this time the family removed to Dublin, in quch
city his rare talents and engaging manners drew around him a
class of associates whose influence led him into scenes of dissipa-
tion, which  were alternated with times of keenest remorse and
tearful repentance. Ah! the strength of such temptations sur-
rounding a youth of gushing spmpathy and ardent soul, is often
forgotten by those sober cynics who shake the head in condemna-
tion of youthful folly, while they ignore the heat of youthful
blood, and the eager outlook of youthful enthusiasm: But believ-
ing prayer at length received its answer. While in one:of his
seasons of remorse a Christian friend meets him on the street,
invites him to a prayer-meeting, and before the meeting closes
his remorse gives way to salvation; he passes from “ death unto
life;” he becomes converted. And now a new era begins, nob
only in his inward experience, but also in: his whole character.
For the depth gnd genuineness of the change was quickly evinced
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by bold and successful labour for God, not only in’ the usual
channels which the Church affords, but also in ways of his own
devising. - The soldiers of the Dublin gartison became the subjects
of his solicitude and effort, and among them souls were Wwon by
his wisdom and zeal. Quickly were the talents of the youthful
Christian called into energetic exercise and development, and but
a few months elapsed until the interest that gathered around the
convert was lost in the popularity that greeted the preacher. In
accordance with the usual and judicious order of Methodism he
first began to lead in the prayer-weetings, then to exhort’ by regular
appointment, and from exhorting publicly the transition to preach-
-ing was easy. Unction and saving power attended him from his
first effort.  Crowds filled the churches wherever he preached,
and universal opinion pointed him out as one who should have
his post in the prominent places of the Church’s work.

Having definitely entered the ranks of the locel preachers, he
soon after joined his father, who had removed to the city of Cork.
Here he quickly attracted a popularity equal to that which he
enjoyed in Dublin, “ being almost exclusively engaged in preach-
ing for cne or other of the Methodist ministers.” While still a
“Jocal,” such was the demand for his services, that most of the
principal towns in the south of Treland were visited by him. In
all those places he preached to unprecedented crowds, all denomi-
nations, even th- Roman Catholic, a.ttendmg, and all acknowledg-
ing the power of the preacher, while not a few yielded to the
Gospel that he pre~ched. After some months in this course we
find him again in Dublin, where increased popularity awaited
him, but a fall from his horse, injuring a constitution already
taxed to its utmost by lahour and exposure, prostrated him for a
time and enfeebled him for months. However, when the Irish
Conference assembled, in July, 1819; he was recéived on trial in
due form, but not appointed to any cireunit in consequénce of im-
paired health. He again removed to Cork, repéating his former
labours, and attended with still increasing popularity and success.
In the summer of 1820 we find him visiting England, in which
country it seemed at one time probable he would have spent the
remainder of his days. But he remained there but a shoit time,



154 : C'amadian Methodist Magazine.

preachmg, a.lt‘.hou«rh in feeble health, with all bis former unctlon
and impressiveness. : :

The finger of P,rov1dence seemed mow to puint across the
Atlantic, ulld accordingly we find him in New York, in March,
1821, where, although his health was still feehle, he was mungth-
ately engaged in ministerial labours. A speech of his, delivered
in the May following, at the anniversary of the American Bible
Society, produced a wonderful sensation, aud at once placed him
in the front rank of sacred orators. He was acuepted by the Troy
Conference in the following June, and stationed in the eci'y of
New York. From that time until June, 1823, the date of lus
death, while strength permitted, he was incessantly occupied‘ in
preaching to vast couoretranons or speaking at the annivers.ries
of religious and chamtable sometaes The record of his sucgesses
on those occas:ons is simply marvellous. We belizve that as an
orator for God, America possessed no man at the time who was
so universally attractive. And it is doubt ul wiether, since tue
days of Whitfield, any preacher has appeared ou this contiueut
who has wielded more genuine influence for goud, in propuruion
to the length of his career.

It is now in place to attempt the unveiling of the secrev of his
power. When one moves his fellows exteunsively, wheu 1 the
world of art, or thought, or oratory, or religion, a wan appears,
who by intrinsic force proves himself a master ov leader of ien,
the cause.to which the mind most usually turns is gentus.  Tuat
Summerfield possessed that gift, few perhaps woul) be dispnsel to
deny. There was in him that quick and fu-reacning syu.patuy
with the beautiful, the subliwme, that intuitive pe.ception of tue
true and the tender in nature and humamty, that redy comanand
of choicest language which enters into the genus of the vrav.r;
but men have possessed all these and more, whose lives nave
been disastrous failures. Genius equal t0 uis has been pussessud
even by some ministers, who have left but few and ephe.erdd
“ footprints on the sands of time.” If the question still presacs,
‘What was the secret of his peculiar power? we auswer win a
single sentence. Intense consecration to his Master and His wark.

Let a few extracis from his diary tell how thorough and dect red
that consecration was: ‘
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$“Spent thrée Lours to-day in .self-examination and prayer.” *¢Ilook for g
special blessing to-day.” ¢!Being alene I snatched the opportunity, and spent
half an hour in secret intercourse with heaven. Three to- five, unceasingly
studied Taylor's Key. and being again left alone, I snatched another half-hour
in converse with my Beloved.” ¢ At noon, after studying for two hours
¢Clarke on the Hebrews,’ the family then going to dine, I walked out and went
to the park. Having found a sequestered spot, I wrestled with God till near
four o'clock, and was greatly blessed:” ¢ After preaching was over I hurried
hoine to my, closet lest I should lose the blessing by conversing with any one.”
¢1 find that if I look for and expect my God to own my labours, I must live a
life duifferent from most of our preachers, for whom my heart melts.”

These are but specimens. showing how careful in &duct and
earnest in prayer he was, even in the midst of a popularity so
‘great as to prove a temptation of no ordinary strength to self-
sufficiency and carlessness. Some would doubtless consider such
exclusive devotion unnecessary; and, if the preachei’s ambition
aims no higher than the level of respectable and conventional
piety, if the example of the majority of the Church is more power-
ful over his life than the precepts of Scripture and the teachings
of the Spirit, then he will be content with a less self-denying rule
of life. But it is in consecration such as Summerfield’s that there
lies the main secret of great spiritual power. Many an eloquent
and earnest preacher wonders that his preaching has little or no
saving power in it ; he preaches the truth, does not wilfully keep
back God’s word from his hearers, has had a clear call to the
ministry, and yet much of his labour appears to be almost thrown
away. The reason in most cases, we have mno doubt, is, he does
not pay the price that must be paid for great spiritual power.
He shrinks from a consecration so intense as to make him singu-
lar among his brethren. The records of the Church bear unvary-
ing witness to this truth, that they who being called to work for
God will honour Him by whole-hearted and fearlegs consecration,
will be honoured by him Wlth the fuller measure of Spmr,ual
power.

From the newspdper and other notices of his preaching con-
tained in the volume' before us, we give the followmcr

« Hig preaching was the outpounng of a full hea.rb seeking to disburden itself
of the awfal responstblhty of its station, and % S0 give vent to the glad tidings of

the Gospel, as the Spirit gavé it utferance, The' discourses -of this wonderful
man are'not made up according to the pregeriptions of rhetesicians—owe.nothing
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$0'the ma«mﬁceuce of wotds or the studied: graces of manner. His words spring
free and''spontaneoust from ‘his thoughts flowing from the deep and unfallmg,;
fountain of a Spirit who#ie ‘source is‘in nature and God.”

“When he becomes animated he appears as if the very breathings of the
Spirit were upon himn. In the pulpxt Before he commenced ‘his manner was
reverent, meek, and unaffected:” ’

““It is said that he was & man of prayer; he was in noless degree a man of
the Bible. He studiéd logic with Paul, rhetoric with David; history with
Moses and the Evangelists, and the art of preaching w:th Him who spak“ a8
never man-spake.’ v

In a letter to a preacher friend he tells of his owu method of
pulpit preparation—advice which we commend to pulpxt reciters
of memorized paragraphs:

¢ Digest well the subject, but be not careful to-choose your words previous to
dehvery Follow out the idea iny such words as way offer at the moment. If
you fill up on paper the mabter of your text, you will: contract 2 slavish habib.of
cumbering your mind with the words of your previous ‘composition. You will
need to write a good deal, but wite on, other sub]ects I never preach without
having prepared an outline, buit T ever write a dermon ou at length:” v

“We must keep up wmh the literary advance of the times we
live in” is a sentiment which in these days of superabunda.nt
literature and general education finds eager ech,o in the mmd of
many a minister of literary tastes. We do not think that Sum-
merfield lagged far behind in that march but ﬂmt is not the
sentiment wluch his hfe emphasizes. Hxs grand successes, came
from having the 1nte11ect filled with Scrlpture truth, and the heart
filled with ’rhe Holy Ghost. He who is mighty in prayer, and
mighty in the Scriptures, will be mxghty in the best sense over
the consciences of men. Let the thousands of preachers whe
have the same Gospel to preach as that which was with him so
_great.an engine of power, learn well the lesson and. proﬁt by hls
example,

From the biography before us. it is. qu1te evident that Summer—
field fell an early victim to his own intensity of zeal. There
are many who utter prompt and decided condemmstion on 2
course such as his, for its violation of the laws of healsh and hfe.
We dare not heartily endorse such condemnatlon For humamty
owes httle to the cool-minded, the dl(rmﬁed the pludent and the

the la.w of self-preservatlon., But the world dogs owe much tQ
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the enthuswstic and the self-sacrificing; it is saved through the
suffering, and often through the premature death of its saviours.
And while stubborn selfishness still reigns so widely, and while
still the Church is fettered with a culculating prudence, and
weighted with indulgent indolence; let us be thankful that some-
times a man is found who, in spite of the protests of a prudent
physiology, will, like his Master, “ lay down his life” for the good
of his race. Throughout the universe it seems to be the Divine
order that the higher law shall sometimes conquer and set aside
the lower, and t;he moral weal of the many sometimes necessitate
the sacrifice of the physical interests of the few.* And if those
few are blamed and misunderstood on earth, they shall have their
abundant vindication in that world where earthly prudence is a
forgotten cipher, but where “they that turn many to righteous-
ness, shall shine as the stars forever.”

Arnvas, Om

THE CABIN LAMP AT SEA

Now swinging slow and: slantmor low
It almost ‘level lies ;. : -
And yeb I kno_w,.while to and fro -
, I watch. the-seéming pendule go .
‘With restless: fall and. rige,. -
The steady shaft is still upright, .
- Poising its little globe of light. - .

Oh, hand of God! Oh, lamp of peace!
Oh, promise of zmy soul I—

’Bhough weak, and tossed, and 111 at ease
Amld the roar of smu‘,mo seas, . S
The ship’s convulswe roll o
I own, with love and tender awe, L

You perfect type of faith and law

d Neverthe]ess, may not greater ‘good "be accomphshed 6 thetwhole, by'the
onservation.of energy than by its lavish expenditure 3—Ep: = .+ . i
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A heavenly trust my spirit calms,
My soul is'filled with light ;

The ocean sings his solemn psalms

The wild winds chant; I eross my palms,
Happy as.if to-night,

Under the cottage roof, again

T heard the soothing summer rain.

A PLEA FOR ECCENTRICITY.

2]

BY JOHN CARROLL,

MANY years ago I read an Essay, entitled “ A Plea for Shaies;”
the main argument and the greater part of the particulars, of
which I do not remember; but this I do remember,—that the
writer took the position, that if literal exactitude obtained in our
expressions and conduct towards others, there could be no agree-
able intercourse between man and man; which amounts to saying,
there could be no society at all. Novv, I have thought, that what
most people in “society ” so much dread to incur the charge of
—namely, Eecentricity—if we carefully discriminate, also admits
of many things being said in its defence; nay, in many of the
aspects under which it has begn challenged, it requires no defence,
but deserves commendation. TlLe reader must therefore give me
his indulgent attention while I endeavour to illustrate these
particulars. . _

Etymologists derive the word, as found in our language, from
ex——out of, and cenirum—centre. ““In geometry, the term eccentric
is used substantively to denote two circles or spheres, which,
though contained in some measure within each other, have not the
same centre.” In mechanics, it theréfore means, “ a wheel or disk,
having ite axis out from the centie” As to gereral behaviour,
the word eccentric has for its synonyms: peculiar, singular,
odd, strange. Of course, no one of these is precisely identical
with another in ineaning, but they are all pretty nearly used as
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relating to matters of sense, taste, and good behavidur, ‘when!
condemned. Of Eccentricity, in particular, - Crabb says, in
several different places, as follows: “ Oddness, eccentricity, and
stratigeness are never taken in a good semse.” He snys, “They
consist in a violation of good order and the decencies of human
life, and cannot be justified;” and avers in the follo'v:ng strong:
language, “ An eccentric character, who distinguishes himself by
nothing but the breach-of every established rule, is a being who
deselves nothing but ridicule, or the more serious treatment of
censure and rebuke” As to the source of Eccen‘{nmty, the
author above quoted says, “ Eccentricity, which is the excess of
singularity, arises, commonly, from the undisciplined state of
strong powers,” and gives Rousseau as an example.

Now,with certain safeguards and limitations,we do not know that
we have anything to object to the above; but then, some people are
so deplorably enslaved to what s called the usages of good society
as to extinguish any little spark of individuality there might
have been originally in their composition. It has so crushed
out all independeuce of thought, so crippled évery tendency to
original expression, and' so -effectually stifled every ebullition of
vivacity, that they may be said to be more dead than alive. I do
not know a more intolerable bore than the company of ‘such
people, if it can be called companionship at all. Of such persons
it may be truly said, according to the homely but sttong phrase
sometimes used, “ They are afraid to $ay iheir souls are their
own.” What more enlivens human society, or gives a greater
charm to.intetcourse of man with man, than that each should
utter his own perceptions of any given™ subject of conversation,
and in those forms of exptession that are natural to him. How
pitiful it would be to see & person of Sidney Smith’s constitutional
humour endeavour to-deliver himself with the sagé philosophy
of Coleridge, and in his elaborate formis of éxpression. No two
productions of God’s material creation are exactly alike, and the
same may be said of huinan minds, if the individuality were not
crushed out of some by the tyranny of sccial law, which requires:
that-all should be cast in onerigid mould. "What some people call
eccéntricity of mind, is nothing more ‘than a Heaven-imprinted
personality ; and to try to suppress such individuality must only‘
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end in produci' either the most painful timidity and dulness.
or the most sﬂly affeqtatmn and apishness, \

Then sgain, as to what is called eccentricity of manners; it is
otly observable, in many cases, because general manners are so-
stupidly unnatural and unreasonable—so far out of the true golden
mean themselves. - The most of conventionalisus may be of.a
character to simplify and facilitate intercourse, in which cases
they should be observed; but when they become senseless and
burdensome, a sensibly well-bred person will lead the way in
emancipating society from their injurious restraints. K A course
like this shows a true refinement, while an opposite one is of the
very essence of valgarity, and constitutes only a shoddy gentility.
This branch of our subject is too wide to admit of illustration
within reasonable limits. '

As. to eccentricity of conduct, it would- celtamly be wrong if
society had preserved its own true centre of gravity in all cases,
which it has not. Now, where doings are inconsistent,with sense
and justice, economy and earnest religion, it becomes not only
allowable for us to devm.te frow the 0veneral préctice, but it is our
imperative duty to do so,, Asa oenera,l thing it may be said, that.
a sensible person will adopt the costume of his day and country.
It would be ridiculous in any one of us to attract attention by
dressing in an oriental style, or precisely in that which obtained
when our forefathers settled in Amertica. But when a person has.
sufficient sense and taste to see the needlessly expensive, burden-
sowe, or utterly unsymmetrical character of any particular mode
or style of dressing, and especially its unhealthiness, for either
themselves or their chlldren, they may not only reject or modify
it, but the laws of a truly artistic taste, to say nothing abont
morality, require that person to do it, God is .no enemy to
beauty, nor are we_declaring against it; but then,.all the works.
of the Creator show that simplicity and symmetry—not gaudiness,
and distortion—are elements of beauty. How much handsomer
some ladies would be than they now are, if they followed the
abova canon with regard to adornment !

The habits of society, as.a.general thing, in Nortb. Amerxca,
arve flagrantly and wickedly extravagant; and he who. slayishly
follows the fashipnable world with regard to- dress, equipage,
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marriages, funerals, parties, and the like, is taking the road to:
bankruptey and dishonesty; and using the most effectual measures
to ruin his family as well as himself. The question is too often
asked, “What will the world think if I do not do as others do,
and incur this, that, and the other expense?” If you canuot
do so without, I will not say consuming the means which God
requires you as a faithful steward to devote to His cause and the
enterprises of charity, for that is not fashionable to take into
account, but without failing to meet your business engagements
and pay your debts, you are a dishonest man, and, whatever pro-
fessious you make, are utterly unworthy of the name of Christian.
. Preachers of the Gospel are sometimes trammelled in their
efforts. of usefulness by this fear of the charge of Eccentricity.
That is to say, the attractiveness, point, and power of preaching
ave impaired by what have been regarded as “ pulpit proprieties,”
though propagated by the fashion plates of the Enemy of souls.
As a geuneral Jhing our preaching is most deplorably inefficient,
compared with what the exigencies of perishing souls require it
to be. I fear that the true apostolic earnestness, directness, and
feeling which should characterize the preaching of the Gospel,
would be considered dreadfully eccentric in maz.y congregations
and by a large proportion of church-goers. Far be it from me to
advocate unusual sayings and doings for the sake of singularity ;
but if doing what Christ and His apostles did, and all successful
sonl-gavers heve doums, brings upon a minister the charge of
Eccen{ricit,y, he ought to be more than willing to bear it. The.
weeping Jeremiah, the vehement Ezekiel, the thundering John
and James, and the tireless Paul would be considered eccentric.
by maxuy so-called Christians now ; nay, so would their Master
himself if He were to come again, setting at naught the quibbles.
of Rabbis and those matters of no value which “have been
associated with religion. Spurgeon, Peter Mc Kenzie, Talmage,
Moody, and nearly all our most successful men are considered
eccentric by many. But would you, therefore, ,extingdish the.
individuality of those gloriously useful men? Would that their
numbers were increased a thousand-fold! Wesley, Whitfield,,
Coke, and Asbury were regarded as eccentric by many in the
day in which. they lived and laboured. Cowld the Christian
}1 1 ~
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World have aﬁ‘orded to do without them and the work they
accomplished 2 Nay; verily.

There are many things which are supposed to involve disparag-
ing eccentricity which kindness and good sense and the spirit of
Christianity command. It is thought, for instance, disparaging to
minister, professional man, or any one claiming refinement, to
help himself in any matter which comprises any degree of
manual labour, or servile work, although there may be no ready
facilities for having it done for himself, or another ; such as carry-
ing a parcel, if needful, along the street, fetching an article from
the market, grooming his cwn horse, sawing a stick of wood upon
occasion, digging a garden, putting his hand to help a fellow-
creature in an emergency, which involves labour. Now, I need
not say that all the laws of industry, economy, manly independ-
ence, and brotherly kindness enjoin a course like this; and tosay
or think the contrary, in my humble opinion, smacks more of
vulgar snobbery than of true refinement. John Wesley in-
structed his early preachers “not to be ashamed,” when occasion
required it, “te black their own shoes, or those of their neigh-
bours;” in fact, to be “ ashamed of nothing but sin.”

Akin to the opinions we are now challenging is that one which
amonnts to saying, that an operative of any kind is not fit com-
pany for one who is not; and that those of the non-labouring
classes who hold companionship with him must be eccentric.
But those who are the most necessary and useful to the com-
munity should be regarded as at least arsong the most useful;
such are the men who till the ground and raise your bread and
vegetables, who breed the cattle and butcher your meat, who
build your house, make your clothes and shoes, and the like.
Now, is he who only deals in these articles any more respectable
than he who produces them? A common labourer is essentially &
more respectable man than an idle schemer. And if men in
these manual callings are as well-informed and as well-behaved
as auy one else, (and why should they not be?) they are as fit
for your companionship as a doctor, lawyer, or shop-keeper, or
one of any profession whatever. And why must I be considered
eccentrie, if 1 treat them exactly as I treat others ?

It is the exageration of the mistaken idea we try to explode
that renders it so hard to obtain domestic help, and inflicts so
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much inconvenience and injury on employers and émployed."
How ridiculous, yet calamitous, that the idea hes got abroad that
.a sewing-gir], or milliner, is any bétter than a cook or house-maid !
The latter are far more indispensable, more in demand, and get
better wages. Their work is conducive to health. See how
rotund and rubicund they ave, compared with the slender, sallow,
hollow-chested, round-shouldered devotees of the needle. Why
should not young men of respectability seek wives oftener thau
they do from house-servants ? They would more freq}eutly find
healthy mothers for their children, and tidy keepers of their
houses, than in any other position in life.- We are glad to hear
that ladies of rank in England are seeking persons to do their
work to whom they may becomingly extend a measure of com-
panionship and consideration. There is no manner of reason why
the person who cooks your dinner might not sit down with you
te eaf it, excepting that the garmnents in which. she does her work
might not allow her to be presentable at the table, especially with
strangers, or the duties she has to perform, while the meal is being
discussed, may generally render it impracticable; but there is
no reason why those in that situation should not be treated with
proper consideration in general. If they were so treated, and
they themselves would not indulge in the foolish notion that they
were degraded by the nature of their position, it would be just as
easy to have that position filled as any other. Any persvn of
influence, gentleman or lady, who endeavours to explode une
common error on this subject, despite any temporary charge of
eccentricity, will be -conferring an incalculable boon on society ;
and, in the long run, will be regarded as-a public benefactor. For
if the labouring classes of the comwmunity are only carefut to
cultivate their minds and polish their manners, while they adhere
to the honest productive labour to which they have been provi-
dentially called, they will be sure in time to elevate their
vocations and themselves. Ministers aud ministers’ fumilies, in
my opinion, are bound to lead the way in this salutary and
sensible reform. The utterance of this opinion in itself will be
sure to eara the brand of “eccenfxicity,” but this humble contri~
butor does not care one rush. And to this opinion he is certain
all whose judgment is-worth having, all truly enlightened people,
will finally come.
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EDITORIAL.

. POST-GRADUATE STUDIES.

It is a great advantage to persons pursuing an educational
course to have a definite prugramme of studies laid down for-
their guidance. Their education will be more symmetrical and
their reading less- desultory than without such a programme.
The strong desire to complete the prescribed curriculum, more-
over, will often be an incentive to perseverance at times when
their energies might be, jinclined to flag and their purposes to
waver. The experience of those who have themselves undergone
a pretty thorough educational training will be a better guide for
the study and reading of the young than their own unaided
judgment. Those who, for the indulgence of personal inclination,
reject such guidance, may be not unaptly likened. to the inex-
perienced traveller, who in traversing a pathless wilderness would
follow his own fallible judgment rather than that of the veteran
pioneer. Thus much, then, in favour of the common college
curriculum, which may be taken to epresent the embodied
wisdom of the experienced Faculty of Instruction by . whom
it is prepared.

It is to be regretted, however, that at most ladies’ seminaries
the course of study is less. extensive, both in the time occupied
and in the range of subjects and the degree of attention bestowed
upon them, than in first-class colleges for the education of young
men. Moreover, of the large number of young ladies attending
these seminaries, comparatively few complete the preseribed cur-
riculum. Most remain for less than the full time required to
accomplish that object, and confine themselves to an eclectic
course, which often consists largely of musical or artistic
accomplishments rather than the severer studies affording that
intellectual discipline which is the chief advantage of higher
education. Most instructors in ladies’ colleges will, we think,
concur in the opinion that the course should extend over four
instead of three years, and that a greater- proportion of youug
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ladies should remain: to graduate than do af present; and also:
that the last year of the course is. relatlvely of greater value than
any of the others.

But: even after leaving college, much of the advantage of the
training received is lost for Jack of keeping up habits of study and
pursuing some definite course: of reading. It is like carefully -
tempering and sharpening a delicate instrument and then
allowing it to rust from' disuse. In the case of young men,
the exigencies of their professions often require them to keep up
their studies or to prosecute them still further. Bub yo{ng ladies,
for the most part, are without this stimulus. They have ample
leisure for study, but seldom use it to the advantage which they
might use it under proper guidance. The Alumnae Associations
of our ladies colleges do good service in keeping up a bond of
union among graduates, and in the preparation for their essays,
developing a considerable amount of intellectual effort. But
many, we are. persuaded, would gladly pursue their studies much
further if a judicious course were indicated for their guidance.
Possibly examinations, somewhat like the Cambridge Civil
Service examinations for. women in England, might be held for
those willing to submit to them, and some recognition of success
in passing them given in the form of a diploma or certificate of
merit. The heads of our different Methodist colleges, male
as well a§ female, might be induced to indicate such general
course of study as they might judge best suited for their
graduates; and might also make arrangements, if it were found
desirable and practicable, for the holding of such examinations
:and the conferring of diplomas.

In default of such a concerted arrangement, students, whether
self-taught or not, should lay down some definite plan for the
pursuit of their studies. If they have any special aptness for
any particular subject, let them investigate that as thoroughly ag
possible. The .domain of knowledge is so vast that we-can only
hope to explore alimited arc of its circumference. If we wish,
therefore, to advance its bounds in any-direction, which should be
the Jaudable ambition, and in some sort the duty of every one who
has enjoyed the advantage of a higher educational training, we can
only do so by concentrating our efforts in some special direction.
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It i better to know one subject thoroughly than to have an:
imperfect smattering’of many subjects. ¢ i

Several Cana.dlan ladies have won a distinguished reputation:
in the study of botany, by collecting and classifying our native
flora. A gentleman friend of ours especially prosecuted the-
study of grasses, and is now one of the highest living authorities
on that subject. Another, and with great success, made a
specialty of fungi. Another took up the subject of entomology,
and has conferred great and lasting benefit on society by his
investigations of insect life, especially .of those species injurious
to plants and fruits. Amateur geology or microseopy affords a
wide ﬁeld for original investigation.

If our tastes are morg purely literary and we are fond of
historical or biographical investigation, instead of attempting to
skim over a vast field it were better to select some important
period or subject and to study it up thoroughly, exhausting avery
accessible authcrity and, if possible, consulting contemporary
memoirs and original documents. In this manner may we
confer real benefits on science or literature, and experience the
eager joy of exploring previously unknown or little trodden
paths, and of adding, at least, a humble contribution to the stock
of human knowledge.

There is one subject, especially, which may well engage the
profoundest study of the most cultured minds, and which, above
all others, will amply repay the labour bestowed—we mean the
careful and ecritical study of the Word of God. And here
the same rules of specialization seem to us to apply as in
other studies. = While one should endeavour to gain clear
conceptions of the full-orbed beauty of the Divine revelation as
a whole, it is only by the minute and critical study of some
partticular portions that the amazing and inexhaustible riches of
Holy Scripture are even measurably apprehended. And thanks
to, the admirable apparatus for Biblical study now within the
reach of all, even the uniettered may, with pleasure and profi,
engage in this delightful task. No studies, we are persuaded,
will so inform the understanding, cultivate tkLe taste, and ennoble
the nature; none can be so practibally useful in this life, and so
momentously important for the life that is to come.
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THE HUMANITY OF OHRIST NOT A VEIL, BUT A
WAY.

BY THE REV. JOHN G. MANLY.

. ¢ Having therefore, brethren, boldness to

enter iuto the hotiest by the bloud of Jesus,
By a new and living way, which he hath con-

secrated for us, through the veil, that is to say,

his flesh ;

@ %ud kaving o high priest over the house of

od ;5

. Leb ug draw neay with a true heart in full

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled

{rom an evil conscience, and our bodies washed

with pure water.”—Heb. x. 19-22,

THESE four verses are very im-
portant, because they commence the
second and practical part of the
great epistle to the Hebrews, and
ought to begin a new chapter, and
because they summarize the truths
of our communion with God; and
yet, in one momentous particular,
they are much misunderstood. The
chief exegetical difficulty is in the
twentieth verse, and, strange to say,
in the epexegesis: “that is to say,
His flesh.” Whatis it that belongsto
“flesh,”—way or veil? Is the flesh
of Christ 2 way, or is it a veil?
Does the wnter mean “a new and
living way, that is, [the way] of His
flesh;” or “a new and living way
through the veil, that is, [through
the veil] of His flesh?” If the flesh
is a veil, then Christ has consecrated
a way for us through His own flesh.
What could this mean? Here the
difficulty lies.

Let us first hear Moses Stuart,
in his commentary on the epistle.
é AIZ TOU XX TATETZTIALTOS « « Tagros
avroy, — through the weil, that is,
H's flsk. 1 translate these words
literally, because I am not well satis-
fied that I understand their meaning.
The opinions of all the commenta-
tors, it would be tedious, if not
useless, to recite. The principal in-
terpretation, in which the most

distinguished of them unite, is that
as the veil of the temple must be
removed in order to:erter the inner
sanctuary, so the body of Jesus must
be rernoved (by death), that we might
have access to the sanctuary above:
an exegesis which, while the facts
to which it alludes are true, still pre-
sents a comparison incongruous at
first view, and seemingly requires a
distorted imagination, to recognize it
with any degree of satisfaction.”
According to this exegesis the flesh
of Christ is a veil.

‘We may be sure that an interpre-
tation of God’s word that cannot be
recognized with any degree of satis-
faction without a distorted imagina-
tion, is not correct; and it is very
strange that an expositor of such
eminence and excellence as Moses
Stuart could substantially abide by
it, and still more strange, that in
such a stream, the most distinguished
commentators should so long have
been carried away.

A new printing of the words (as
in many other cases) gives a new
and true meaning. Ey svexaomicey npety
odoy weoaParor xar Ewoay, (diz Tou
xa?gwrs'rawpxros,) TOUTET T TNS Tog-
x5 avror. ‘“By a new and living
way, which he hath consecrated for
us (through the veil), that is to say,
{the way] of His flesh” gagxos
(flesh) is in the genitive, and must
be governed by ooy (way), or by
xaTameracpuaros (veil), or by iz
(through). If odov governs, then the
meaning is,. “the way of His flesh;”
if iz governs, the meéaning is, “a
way through the veil, that is, through
His flesh;” if xaremeracuaros
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governs, the meaning is, “a way
through the veil of His flesh.” The
secund and third constructions agree
in sense. On our choice of the gov-
erning word depends the interpreta-
tion—“the way of His flesh” or
“ the veil of His flesh;” and as there
appear to be no grammatical con-
siderations to determine us, we must
have recourse to the uswus loguends,
by ascertaining whether the flesh of
Christ, in Biblical teaching, agrees
with the conception of a veil or with
the-conception of a way.

The flesh of Christ means His
humanity, which, as the world’s high
priest, he offered to God for sin.
¢ Jesus Christ came in the flesh. . .
The Word was made flesh. .. Who
was manifest in the flesh. . . Put to
death in the flesh. . . Hath suffered
in the flesh . . . Who in the days of
His flesh . .. Reconciled in the body
of His flesh through death. . .Having
abolished in His flesh the enmity
. . . In the likeness of sinful flesh
and for sin. . . The seed of David
accerding to the flesh . .. The bread
that I will give is my flesh, which I
will give [in propitiatory sacrifice]
for the life of the world.”

There is no reason whatever for
supposing that the veil of the temple
was a figure of Christ, but there is
reason for believing that the whole
temple symbolized Christ. “The
Jews, therefore, answered and said
unto him: ¢ What sign shewest thou
unto us, seeing that thou doest these
things?’ Jesus answered and said
unto them: ‘Destroy this temple,
and in three days I will raise it up.’
Then said the Jews: ‘Forty and six
years was this temple in building,
and wilt thou raise it in three days?’
But he spake of the temple of his
body.”#* Since John thus says: “the
temple, that is, His body,” how could
the writer of the epistle to the He-
brews say, by the same Spirit, “the
veil, that is, His flesh ?”

The humanity or flesh of Christ
is a temple but not a veil. The
Divinity was “manifested in the

* John §i 18-21.
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flesh,” not concealed by it. “The
‘Word became flesh and dwelt among
us and,” (instead of veiling or con-
cealment, “we beheld His glory—
glory as of the unly-begotten from
the Father), full of grace and tiuth.”
The veil of the temple concealed the
presence-place of Gud, the ark and
the cherubim and the shekinah; but
the incarnation and advent of Christ,
instead of concealing the Divinity,
are the means of manifesting Him.
Moses Stuart says: “The actual
comparison of the veil of the temple
and of Christ’s body is confined to
the single point that eac/ is a medium
of access to God.” This is a.strange
mistake. A veil is never a medium
or means of access; it is, on the
contrary, simply and solely, a hind-
rance of access; a hindrance to
sight or a hindrance to entrance.
No instance can be adduced of a
veil as a medium of access. It
might as well be said that a curtain,
or a mask, or a partition, is a me-
dium of access. Things must be
strangely confounded, and words
must have totally and strangely
changed their meaning, if a veil is a
medium of access. It has no such
meaning in the New Testament or
any other book, and cannot have;
and such a meaning should on no
account be resorted to as an exeget-
ical shift. In what sense could
Christ be said to have consecrated
for us a way #zrough His own flesh?
Inno sense at all. The whole thing
is incongruous and unwarrantable.
And yet this is what the twentieth
verse must mean, if the flesh of
Christ is a veil; “ By a new and
living way, which he hath conse-
crated for us through the veil, that
is to say, a way through his flesh!?

The humanity (or flesh) of Christ
is not a veil but a way. Offered to
God for our sins, according to the
Scriptures, it is the very means and
the.only means of access to God. “I
am the way,” says Christ—not a veil;
“No man cometh to the Father, but
by me?” as the way. He is a new
and living or life-giving way, the
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-‘way into the holiest of all. He gave
His flesh, His person, His humanity,
His very self for the life of the
world, putting.away sin by the sacri-
fice of Himself. Of His flesh or
humanity, He says to the Father:
# A body hast thou prepared me.”
In His flesh or-humanity ¢ He was
wounded for our transgressions,
bruised for:our iniquities; the chas-
tisement of our peace was upon
Him; and with His stripes are we
healed.” In His flesh or “in His
own body,” He bore ¢.r sins, on the
tree.

Since mere grammatical consider-
‘ations do not determine whether
Heb. x., 20, means “the way of His
flesh ” or “the veil of His flesh,” we
must be determined by the unvary-
ing tenor of Biblical teaching, by
the context, and by the use of the
words ““way” and “veil” in relation
to Christ. The latter word never
means Christ, never can mean Him;
the former does. Christ is never, in
any one place or in any one sense,
denoted as a veil of God,or as a
veil of any one, or as a veil of any-
thing; but throughout the whole
Bille, without a solitary exception,
He is denoted as the way to God,
the only way, and now as the new
and life-giving way. It was death
to any one—except the high priest
annually with blood, ds'a typé of
Christ—to enter the most holy place;
bw. “hrist, as the only true priest,
with the true and only blood of
atonement, having entered for us all,
in the end of the Jewisk age, the
fulness of time, we are invited and
enabled to enter with faith in His
name, and find, not death but life.
Let us speak no more-of “the rent
veil of the Saviour’s flesh.” There
is no such thing; the expression is
simply misapprehensio and ertor.
There is such a thing, blessed be
God, as the way of the Saviour’s
flesh, though not:the rent veil of His
flesh, or a way through His flesh.
Our blessed Lord is not the veil, or
curtain, or concéalment of God, or
the middle wall among men, but the
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adequate and glotious means of
access to God.  Since, in the estima-
tion of such a Biblical scholar as
Muses Stuart, the literal rendering of
“through the veil, that is, of His
flesh,” or “through the veil of His
flesh,” which means a way through
His flesh, involves an incon-
gruous -comparison, which only a
distorted imagination can recognize
with any degree of satisfaction, and
also involves a confusion of concep-
tions ; since bracketing- the words,
Stz ov navameraduaras (throughthe
veil), and regarding odoy (way) as
governing cwgt (flesh) in the geni-
tive, involves no grammatical diffi-
culty whatéver, but harmonizes the
sense of the passage with itself and
with the whole tenor of the Bible,
and' perfectly illuminates what else
is dark and incongrous, let us hesi-
tate no longer to read of “a new and
living way, which he hath conse-
crated for us (through the veil),, that
is to say, [the way] of His flesh.” In
so reading, we are supported by the
sénse of the passage itself, which
never could mean “a way through
His flesh,” and therefore must mean
the only alternative, “a way of His
flesh;” and we are supported also
by the whole weight of the zsus
loquendi, thé whoie force and tenor
of Biblical teaching,.and also, as we
shall see, by the context.

Perhaps 2 transposition of the
clauses (always legitimate in com-
plex composition, when done fairly,
and sometimes necessary, especially
in translation), may be helpful to
righit apprehension: “ By a new and
living way, that is, of His flesh, which
[way] He hath cdndecrated for us
through the veil;” or, “By a new
and living way (which he hath con-
secrated for us through the veil), that
is, of His flesh.”  However we
adjust these clauses to each other,
in either Greek or English, the sense
is the same ; and it takes us into the
full current of the epistle. “Having
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,
by a new and living way, that is to
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say, of His flesh [or humanity, equiv-
alent in sacrifice to that yery blood
of atonement], which He hath con-
secrated for us [by His self-devotion
to the Father's pleasure in the re-
demption of the world,] [as a way]
through the veil,” a direct and perfect
means of access and acceptance.
Christ is the way to God, and is to
be contra-distinguished from the
veil, never identified with it on
any account. His humanity is not
removed for our salvation; but the
veil that concealed God.from us, as
sinners, is both rent and removed,
and removed by means of Christ’s
flesh. The Deity is symbolized no
longer as Isis, whose veil no man
had lifted or dared remove. God is
with us (not veiled) for God is in-
carnate; God is manifested (not
curtained or concealed) in the flesh
of His Son; and so the Saviour’s
humanity, offered for us to God, is
not a rent veil but a perforating way,
a way through the veil, a way that
nothing could obstruct, a way into
the very presence of the Majesty on
high, a way for every living sinner.
Let us then draw near, with a true
heart, in full assurance of faith,
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having our hearts sprinkled from an
evil conscience, and our bodies wash-
ed with pure water.

There are other exegetical diffi-
culties in the four verses, but none so
great as in the twentieth, What s
“the holiest” that we are invited to
enter? What is “the house of God”
and how is Christ “over” itt What
is meant by “a true heart” and “full
assurance of faith?” How is the
heart “sprinkled from an evil con-
science?” In what sense are “our
bodies washed with pure water?”
For the present we confine ourselves
to the twentieth verse, and to the
epexegetical clause. If we have
really occupied this citadel of the
four verses, we may be able to push
our way over the whole “fort,” and
to “hoid” it with reverential and
grateful faith, knowing that the
Master Himself is “coming,” whose:
words we dare not augment or
diminish, and the meaning of whose
teaching (personally or by inspira-
tion) we cannot too laboriously and
lovingly seek. “He that heareth my
word and believeth on Him that
sent me hath everlasting life.”

THE DISCOVERER OF THE GREAT LAKES.*

BY W, H. WITHROW, M.A.

IN the year 1567, in the little port
of Brouage, on the stormy Bay of
Biscay, a child was born whose name
was to be indissolubly linked with
the heroic ear'y history of Canada.
Grown to man’s estate, Champlain’s
adventurous spirit led him to the
Spanish Main, whose principalislands
and coastline he’ explored and map-
ped ; and subsequently the rocky
islands and rugged coast of Norem-
begat and the Gulf and River St.

* Pioneers of Framce in the New World.
By Fraxcis PArkMaN. Boston ; Little, Brown
and & Co, 1874,
td'l‘he name given

to what is now New Eng-
and. ’

Lawrence. Undeterred by the dis-
astrous failure and sufferings of the
colonies of St. Croix, Mont Desert,
and Port Royal—Champlain, in his
thirtieth year, with a handful of com-
panions, sailed up the lonely St
Lawrence in a solitary ship to essay
the founding of a New France on
this virgin continent,

On the 3rd of July, 1608, he reach-
ed Quebec,t and beneath the tall

1 The name Quebee, Champlain positively as-
serts, was.the Indian designation of the narrows
of the St. Lawrence &t this point; the ward
signifying & strait. .

Canada is the Indian - word for & collection of
hauts, and enters into the composition of several
native names. .
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cliffs of Cape Diamond laid the fouti-
dations of one of the most famous
cities of the New World, A log fort
was sooni erected and land cleared
for tiflagé. The colonists were soon
comfortably housed, but before win-
ter was over many of them had died
of scurvy. The severe discipline
observed by the Governor provoked
a conspiracy for his murder. It was
discovered, the ringleader hanged,
and his fellow conspirators shipped
in chains to France. Champlain
maintained friendly relations with
the Algonquin Indians in his neigh-

bourhood, and in the spring yielded
- to their solicitations to join a war
party against their hereditary foes,
the Iroquois—a confederacy of five
nations, occupying the region of
central New York. They were the
most ferocious and warlike of the
northern Indians, and were long a
thorn in the side of the French colony.
With his savage allies Champlain
advanced up the river Richelieu, and
with a tiny fleet of twenty-four canoes
and sixty warriors, glided forth upon
the beautiful lake which bears his
name. At its southern extremity
they came upon the foe, whom the
strange appearance of the armed
Europeans—only three in number—
and the novel terror of their death-
dealing fire-arms soon put to flight.
In spite of his remonstrance, Chamip-
Iain was ‘compelled to witness the
torture of twelve of the enemy cap-
tured by the Algonquins. This was
an unfortunate expedition, as the
Iroquois became, for one hundred
and fifty years, the implacable foes
of the French, and terribly avenged,
by many a murder and armbuscade,
the death of every Indian slain in
this battle.

After the death, in this year, of
Henry 1IV., through succéssive
changes of patrons, Champlain con-
tinued to be the head of the colony ;
his valour, fidelity, and zeal com-
manding the confidence of them all,
‘With the prescience of a founder of
empire, he selected the island of
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Montreal as the site of a fort, pro-
tecting the fur trade and command-
ing the two great waterways of the
country, the St. Lawrence and the
Ottawa. The commercial prosperity
of the great city now extending along
the river side is an ample vindication
of his choice,. .

In order to verify the story of
a great northern sea which would
probably give access to China and
India, he penetrated far up the rapid
Ottawa, over rugged portages and
through tangled forests. Failing in
his object, he returned dissapointed
but undaunted to Quebec, and thence
to France, to urge the fortunes of the
colony.

With a desire for gain and for ex-
tending the dominions of France in
the New World was blended also inr
the purposes of successive Viceroys
of the colony a zeal for the conversion
of the savages to the Catholic faith.
In this purpose they were seconded
by the piety of Champlain. On his
return to Canada he brouglht, with
the new company of colonists, four
Recollet friars, the first of a heroic
band of missionaries, who toiled
amid the wilderness to win the wan-
dering pagans to the doctrines of the
cross.

On his arrival at Montreal, Champ-
lain agreed to join a large party of
Algonquin and Huron Indians, about
to wage war against the Iroquois.
First proceeding up the Ottawa and
over almost countless portages, he
reached, by way of Lake Nipissing
and French River,the Georgian Bay;
and, firstof whiteinen, beheld, stretch-
ing to the west, seemingly boundless
as the ocean, the blue heaving billows
of lake Huron, to which he gave the
name Mer Douce—the Fresh Water
Sea. Coasting down its rugged east-
ern shoreand through its many thou-
sands of rocky islands, he reached
the inlet of the Matchadash bay,
where Penetanguisaine now stands.
This region, now the northern part
of the county of Simcoe, was. the
country of the Huron Indians, a
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nation of some thirty thousand souls,
dwelling in palisaded towns with
large and well built houses; and: sub-
sisting by agriculture as well as by
the chase. Overa forest trail, Champ:
lain and his companions passed to
the appointed place of rendezvous,
Cahiagua, on the narrows of lake
Couchiching; near wheke the pretty
village of Orillia now stands. Le
Caron, one of the Recollet friars,
with twelve Frenchmen had pre-
ceded h'm; and here, in the solitude
of the primeval forest, for the first
time, were chanted the Te Deum and
offered the sacrifice of the mass.

At Cahiagua a large war party of
two thousand plumed and painted
braves was assembled, and sevéral
days ‘were spent in feasting, war
<dances, and otlier savage pastimes.
¢ ailing with several hundred canoes
through Lake Simcoe and up the
Talbot River, and traversing the pic-
turesque Balsam, Sturgeon, Pigeon,
and Rice Lakes with their intervening

. portages, they glided down the de-
vious windings of the Otonabee and
Trent Rivers, and reached the beauti-
ful Bay of Quinte, now adorned with
smiling villages and cheerful farm-
steads. Emerging from the placid
bay, the Huron fleet entered the
broad and blue Ontario, dimpling in
the autumnal sunlight. To this,
Champlain gave the nae, in honour
of his sovereign, of Lac St. l.ouis.
Boldly crossing the lake they reached
the country of the Iroquois. Hiding
their cances in the forest, they
pressed .onward some thirty leagues
to the Seneca towns near lake Canan-
daigua.

The Iroquois, attacked in the-corn
fields—for it was the time of the
maize harvest—retired to.their town,
which was defended with four rows'
of palisades. The ~ultuous onset
of the Hurons was ine... “tive. Théy
were soon thrown into disorder, and
after an unsuccessful attempt to fire
the town resolved to retreat. This
movement was.conducted.with great-
er skill than the attack. The wound-
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ed, bound on rude litters, were car-
ried in the centre, while armed war-
riors formed front, rear, and. flanking
guards. Denied a promised escort
down the St. Lawrence, Champlain,
thoygh severely wounded, was com-
pelled to return through the wintry
woods with his savage allies, with
whom he remained six months, shar-
ing their counsels, their feasts, and
their hunts, and hearing strange
tales of the vast lakes and rivers of
the far West. His arrival at Quebec
after a year’s absence was greeted
almost as a resurrection from the
dead.

The same year Champlain brought
out hisyouthful wife, whowasreceived
by the Indians with reverential hom-
age as a being of superior origin, and
who remained four years in the
country. The impolicy of Champ-
lain’s Indian wars was soon manifest-
ed by the first of those Iroquois
attacks which so often afterwards
harassed the colony. To strengthen
the defences of Quebec, the energetic
Governor built a stone fort in the
lower town, and on the magnificent
heights overlooking the broad St.
Lawrence, one of the noblest sites in
the world, he began the erection
of the castle of St. Louis, the res-
idence of successive Governors of
Canada down to 1834, when it was
destroyed by fire. .

A new misfortune now befell the
colony. Charles I., King of England,
had made an ineflectual attempt to
relieve the heroic Huguenots besieg-
ed in Rochelle, and had declared war
against France. The conquest of
Canada was decreed, and the task
was assigned to Sir David Kirk, a
Huguenot refugee. In the summer
of 1628 he reached the St. Lawrence,
burned Tadousac, and sent a sum-
mons to-Champlain to surrender, who
returned a gallant defiance. Kirk,
cruising in the gulf, captured the
transports of the new company, laden
with the colony’s-winter’s provisions.

In consequence of this disaster
the sufferings of the French were in-
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tense. The crops of their few arable
acreswereunusuallyscanty. With the
early spring the famishing population
burrowed inthe forest for edible roots.
But the heroic spirit of Champlain
sustained their courage. Still the
summer wore away and the expected
provision ships from France came
not. At length, toward the end -of
July, hungry eyes discerned from the
castle of St. Louis three vessels
rounding the headland of Point Levi.
They were English ships of war,com-
manded by two brothers of Admiral
Kirk. The little garrison of sixteen
famine-wasted men surrendered with
the honours of war, and Louis Kirk,
installed as Governor, saved from
starvation the inhabitants of the
town—Iless than one hundred in all.

As peace'had been declared before
the surrender of Quebec, by the treaty
of Germain-en-Laye the whole of
Canada, Cape Breton, and Acadia
was restored to the French, and the
red cross banner of England, after
waving for three years from the castle
of St. Louis, gave place to the iilied
flag of the BourLons.

The following year Champlain re-
turned to the colony as Governor,
with two hundred immigrants and
soldiers and an abundant supply of
provisions, merchandise, and muni-

178

tions of war. But thetlabours of his-
busy life were drawing to a close.
In October, 1635, he was smitten
with his iortal illness, For ten
weeks he lay inthe castle of"St. Louis,.
awaiting with resignation the Divine
will. On Christmas Day the :brave
soul passed away, and the body of
the honoured founder of Quebec was.
buried beneath the lofty cliff which
overlooks the scene of his patrintic
toil His epitaph is written in the
record-of his active life. For thirty
yearshe laboured without stint and
against almust insuperable difficulties
for the struggling colony. A score
of times he crossed the Atlantic in
the tardy, incommodious, and often
scurvy-smitten vessels.of the period,
in order to advance its interests.
His name is embalmed in the history
of his adopted.country, and still lives
in the designation of the beautiful
lake on which-he, first of white men,
sailed. His widow, originally a
‘Huguenot, espoused her husband’s
faith and died a nun at Meaux, in
1654. His account of his voyage
and his history of New France bear
witness to his-literary skill and pow-
ersof observation ; and his summary
of Christian doctrine, written for the
native tribes, is a monument of his.

piety.

v

CURRENT TOPICS AND EVENTS.

THE CONFERENCES.

THE three Annual Conferences
formed out of what was formerly
comprised in the Conference of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church of Ca-
nada, and that of the Methodist
New Connexion, have held their
seyeral sessions, The London Con-
ference met in Brantford, on the 2nd
of June; the Toronto Conference in
Picton, on the.gth; and the Montreal
Conference in Kingston, on the 16th
of the same month. This arrange-

ment gave the General Conference
officers, and treasurers of the several
funds, an opparftnity to be present
at each of them to represent the in-
terests which have been severally
committed to their care. It is-mat-
ter of congratulation, and devout
thankfulness to the Great Head of
the: Church, that these ecclesiastical
gatherings have been attended with
so. much unanimity of action and
cordial good. feeling in every in-
stance. Brethren who met together
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for the first time wrought as harmoni-
ously with one another as if they had
never been connected with. separate
organizations. So far as the ministers
are concerned, at least, the union is
complete in spirit asitis in form ; and
though time may be required to com-
pletely heal the wounds which have
been inflicted in particular neighbour-
hoodsin former days,and to obliterate
the memory of such a state of things,
which happily exists no longer, the
demonstration of the feasibility of
the fusion of all the separated parts
of our common Methodism into one
homogeneous amalgam may be con-
sidered complete. There has been
in each of the Conferences a gratify-
ing increase in the membership; of
the Church, as compared with last
year. The work of Church exten-
sion has been pushed forward with
commendable zeal; and though in
some few instances there has been a
slight falling off in the funds; it is
readily accounted for by the uncom-
mon stringency of the money mar-
ket, and the commercial depression
which has prevailed throughout the
country. Upon the whole, the year
just closed has been marked by a
gratifying degree of prosperity ; and
while, as a Church, we raise our
stone of remembrance, and put upon
it the inscription, ¢ Hitherto the
Lord hath helped us,” we have a
a right to “thank God and take
courage,” in the confident assurance
that “the Lord of Hosts is with us,
the God of Jacob is our refuge.”

Pr.ESBYTERIAN UNION,

After years of earnest, and, we be-
lieve, prayerful deliberation and
negotiation, the union between the
¢ Canada Presbyterian Church” and
the “ Presbyterian Church of Cana-
da” has at length become an accom-
plished fact. With the exception of
possiblyadozenofcongregations, con-
nected with organizations in the Unit-
ed Statés, and a.congregation or two
heretofore connected with the “auld
kirk,” who seem to be disposed to
carry their opposition to-union-to the
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extreme, Presbyterianism through-
out the Dominion is one. Already
this great and powerful Church has
received, as it deserves, the congrat-
ulations of Protestant Christians of
all denominations. Even the An-
glican Synod, a body proverbially
cautious about doing anything which
would imply a recognition of any
other Church than that which it re-
presents, carried away by a generous
enthusiasm, which every true Pro-
testant cannot but admire, did.itself
the honour to adopt, by acclamation,
a resolution expressive of the great
pleasure with which it regarded the
consummation of the union. Presby-
terianism has set a noble example in
this matter of union to the other
denominations, and deserves their
thanks as well as their congratula-
tions. The Presbyterians were the
first to enter, in an earnest and prac-
tical way, upon the work of healing
the divisions existing among them-
selves, and they have been the first
to arrive at complete unity. As
Methodism has, followed their ex-
ample to the extent of not only tak-
ing one important step in the process
of the unification of our own denomi-
nation, but has also entered upon
preliminary negotiations which look
to nothing less than unit:ng the ds-
Jecta membra of Methodism through-
out the Dominion into one compact
and powerful body, may wisdom and
grace be given us te persevere until
this grand consumms .ion be reached.

DOMINION Dav.

The First of July, which we sup-
pose is to be vegarded as our national
birth-day, was observed as a holi-
day throughout the Dominion ; but
whether the full significarce of the
event which we celebrate on that
day has yet wrought itself into the
minds of any very considerable part
of the Canadian people is doubtful,
It certainly has not produced any
very remarkable degree of enthusi-
asm. The confederation of the Pro-
vinces, in which the foundation of
our nationality has been laid, was
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-effected so noiselessly and peacefully
and was attended with so little sacri-
fice or expense, we find it difficult to
realize.that anything of considerable
importance has taken place. If it
had: cost us more, it wouid have pro-
bably been more highly prized. This
may in part account for the apparent
lack of enthusiasm in the celebration
of Dominion Day ; but we believe it
'to be susceptible of a far .nore satis-
factory explanation. Our people are
-outgrowing the pitiable kind of
sports with which holidays of this
kind have been heretofore celebrated.
# Grinning through a collar,”  Climb-
ing the greased pole,” and similar
relics of barbarism, may have a
.charm for people in an infantile or
semi-barbarous condition, but they
are scarcely the thing for intelligent
Canadians. Nor is it easy to con-
vince them that there is any viy
close connection between the senti-
ment of loyalty, or fechng of patriot-
ism, and the explosion of large quan-
tities of gunpowder, and the firing of
squibs and fire-crackers. The more
inteiligent people become, as a
rule, the quieter and less demon-
strative do they become. At least
so it is in this northern part of the
new world. With us there may be
strength- of conviction and depth of
feeling, with very little manifestation
of enthusiasm. A people more
thoroughly loyal to the government
under which they live, or more pa-
triotic, than the Canadians are, we
do not believe exists on the earth;
but they claim the right to determine

for themselves how, and on what -

occasions, their sentimentsymay be
most appropriately manifested,

PROSPECTS OF HARVEST,

The state of the crops, always a
matter of interest to an agricultural
people at this season of the year, is
naturally eriough matter of more than
ordinary solicitude-at present. A
short crop this year would be no
ordinary calamity. Upon the char-
acter of the harvest we are chiefly
dependent for the revival of trade
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which is so deeply depressed, If we
have a really good harvest and fairly
remunerative prices next autumn, the
cloud which has rested upon us will
be lifted, and the sun of prosperity
will shine upon us again ; but a light
crop and low prices would be disas-
trous in the extreme. It is matter,
therefore, of devout thankfulness tb
the bountiful Giver of all good that
there is every indication at present
of an abundant harvest. * The spring
was later by a fortnight than usual,
and in some parts of thé country, at
least, the drought in May and the
early part of June became alarming ;
but more recently the rain his fallen
in abundance, and the prosj.ect now
is that crops generally will be above
the average yield.

ELECTION TRIALS.

The trial of elections has of late
imposed such an enormous amount
of extra Jabour upon the judges that
it has been suggested that the judi-
ciary should be reinforced. If every
election, with rare exceptions, as at
present, is to be protested, it must
inevitably come to this. Thereis a
limit to even a judge’s capacity for
labour ; and no thoughtful person
can have read the daily papers of late
without coming to the conclusion that
that point must be pretty nearly
reached. But is this kind of thing
to go on for ever? After the humil-
iating revelations which have been
made during the last few months, is
there not enough virtue and patriot-
ism left in the country to put down
and crush out those corrupt practices
which make these trials a necessity ?
If the motal and religious men of
the community would only take their
proper share in election contests, and
if, with an intelligent apprehension
of the enormous criminality which
attaches to all bribery and ¢orruption,
they would set ‘their faces as a flint
against everything -of the kind, and
make aspirants'to parliamentary hon-
ours know that they would not be
parties to it themselves nor tolerate
any one who was, election protests
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would not Jlong beas common as
they now are. It is a matter -of
thankfulness that there does appear
to have been an improved state of
things of late. We are glad to ob-
serve that a few of the members pe-
titioned against have run the gauntlet
of a trial before a judge with impu-
nity. At one time it was matter of
doubt whether any of the men occu-
pying seats in Parliament, except
these elected by acclamation, had
been duly elected ; whether, in other
words, if any election which had been
decided at the polls were subjected
to a searching judicial investigation
it would not be declared vuid. Things
are not, however, quite so bad at pres-
ent. Whether 1t is to be attribpted
entirely to the fear of the judges or
to the operation of some higher mo-
tive, there are certainly the indica-
tions of an improved state of things ;
and in these indications all good
people and true patriots will rejoice.

THE ARCIIC EXPEDITION.

The fact that the heroic element
still exists in English society in spite
of the enervating influence of enor-
mous wealth, and of a materialistic
and mor.ey-loving age, is demonstra-
ted by the largs numbér of men who
offered themselves for a service which
has perhaps fewer attractions, and
which is beset with more dreary dis-
couragement:, than almost any other
—a new expedition to the North
Pole. Already the amount of sufter-
ing and the sacrifice of human life
which has attended these fiuitless
attempts to reach “the top of the
globe” have been enormous. And
these things have not been done ina
corner. Every schoolboy has read
of these Arctic exped...ons, and the
sufferings and danger which are in-
separable from them. And yetitis
said, “The Admiralty could have
filled twenty Arctic ships with volun-
teers had need been,” so deeply are
the .cve of glory and the love of
England planted in the hearts of
Englishmen. We confess we are
not sufficientl; impressed with the
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advantages which are likely to be-
conferred upon either science.or civ-
ilization by this expedition to feel any
great degree of enthusiasm about it.
In fact, if the truth must be told, we
are strongly inclined to the apinion,.
that, should these heroic men succeed
in planting the union jack at the pole,
whether it should prove to be a mass
of ice or an open sea, the achieve-
ment would have cost vastly more
than it is worth. But though we do
not share to any very great extent in
the enthusiasm which appears to be
felt by so many in respect to the ex-
pedition itself, we can fully appreciate
the heroic and indomitable spirit
which leads men to engage in such
enterprises. So long as Old England
has plenty of such men—men who
are prepared to embark in any under-
taking however hazardous, in which,
to their apprehension, the glory of
their country is involved, she hag
nothing to fear. While she continues
to be so ardently loved at home she:
will be sure to be respected abroad.

EARTHQUAKE IN SOUTH AMERICA.

Once in a while we get a glimpse at
the immense forces which are pent up
within the earth’s crust, by which, ap-
parently, it might be blown to atoms
In an instant, if that nicely adjusted
system of checks and balances by
which their equilibrium is preserved
were permitted to be seriously de-
deranged. The earthqu.™2 at Cur-
cuta on the 29th of May appears to
have been one of the most terrible
visitations of the kind which has oc-
curred in modern times. Outofapop-
ulation of ten thousand we are told
that eight thousand were overwhelm-
ed and perished in an instant. One
of the almost invariable attendants
of this class of pheaomena is violent
agitation of both the atmosphere and
the ocean. We are not surprised,
therefore, to hear that on the coast
of Chili there has been great loss of
both shipping and life. Sometimes,
when we contemplate the prevailing
worldliness and forgettulness of God
whick prevail around’us, we tremble
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for the ark of God; but in occur-
rences of this kind we see-how easily
the great God, if He were but to
arise and shake terribly the ezrth,
could call back the mammon-loving
multitudes te : consciousness of their
obligation to Him, and compel them
to feel the importance-of securing to
themselves something more enduring
than the perishing things of this
world,

THE BEECHER-TILTON TRIAL.

This miserable trial, which has
attracted a larger share of atten.ion,
probably, than any other judicial in-
vastigation which hasoccurred during
the present generation, after having
“dragzed its slow length along”
through nearly six months, has come
at last to a lame and impotent con-
clusion. The jury,failingtoagreeafter
cight weary days of anxious delibera-
tion, has been discharged, and the
quastion of the guilt or innocence of
the great preacher has been thrown
backupon the public. The fact is,the
matter rests precisely where it did
six months ago. Those who believed
him guilty then have probably had
that opinivn confirmed ; while those
who held the opposite view at that
time have scarcely found cause in
subsequent developments to change
their minds. If the evidence pro-
duced against Mr. Beecher in the

course of this trial had been brought

against him twenty years ago, or if
his early life had been stained by
moral delinquency cognate to what
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has been charged upon him in this,
instance, there can be little doubt
that the public verdict would have
been against him ; but the nobility
of his character, the self-sacrific.ng
devotion with which he has supported
everything which tended to the eleva-
tion of man; and the spotless reputa-,
tion which he has maintained during
a lifetime spent largely in the eye of
th» public, have been a tower of
st.ength to him in the day of his
adversity and trial. It is impossible
to forget the record of the last thirty-
five or forty years —especially of the
last twenty-five years, during which
the name of Henry Ward Beecher
has been as familiar to every reader
of current literature “as household
words ”—it is impossible to forget all
this even amid the din and clamour,,
“the rebuke and blasphemy ™ if youw
will, of the present hour. There are
spots upon the sun, and this great
man has had his weaknesses ; he has
possessed through life an exuberance
of spirit which has often caused him
to act more like a great playful mis-
chievous boy than a sérious .earnest
man with a mind freighted with
the weightiest thoughts.  There
might be a time to dwell upon his.
foibles, to criticise theé peculiarities
of some of his people, and to peint
out how much more prudently and
wisely he might have acted ingiven
instances of his career, but there are
plenty ready to do that kind of work
Just now ; we shall therefore beg to.
be excused. :

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

THE IRISH CONFERENCE.

THIS important ecclesiastical gath-
eting was held in Belfast, and was
presiced over by Dr. Punshon, who
was accompanied by other noted
Wesleyan Ministe.s from England.
Dr. Curry, of the New York Chris-
lan Advocate, was also present as a

12

visitor.  Great interest was felt in
the proceedings of the Conference.
The Mayor of the.town gave a break-
fast to the President and many of"
the members of the Conference.
The membership of the Church suf-
fers greatly from emigration—still
an increase of 254, with 979 on trial, .
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was reported. Three new churches
have been built during the year,
five school-houses, and five parson-
ages. Some other churches are in
course of erection, one of which is
a magnificent one, built by Mr. Jas.
Carlisle, as a memorial of his only
son. Great attention is paid by the
Conference to the subject of educa-
tion. The proprietary school at
Dublin and the college at Belfast are
liberally sustained, and are both doing
agood work. Extensive preparations
were made for open air services on
the Sabbath, but the heavy rains
prevented their being held.

METHODIST NEW CONNEXION
CONFZRENCE. )

This Conference was held at Dud-
ley, which is a strong place of the
Connexion. Great efforts are being
made to increase the number of mis-
sionaries in China. One gentleman
advocated that as Australia was now
so well supplied by other Churches,
the New Connexion should withdraw
from that field and spend their re-
sources on China. A college is about
to be erected at Tientsin for the
training of native preachers. More
than $15,000 have been contributed
towards this object. The New Con-
nexion, in proportion to their num-
bers, raise a large sum of money for
Connexional purposes. They sustain
= college at Sheffield for the educa-
tion of their ministers.

PRIMITIVE METHODIST CONFER-
ENCE.

This Conference was held in
Leicester, which is a town of great
celebrity. It is not far from Lutter-
worth, where the famous Wickliffe
lived and laboured. Cardinal Wolsey
found a resting place here when
Henry VIII. and the nobles dis-
carded him. John Howe and other
persons of celebrity hail from this
place, which now contains mere than
100,000 inhabitants. The Baptists
are a strong denomination, and for
many years the famous Robert Hall
<yas the pastior of its principal church,
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From an early day the Primitives
have had a good position in the
town, and the first magazine that the
denomination ever issued was pub-
lished in this place. As the Prim-
itives in England have had an un-
usually prosperous year, there being
an increase of about 5,000 members,
the Conference was one of great
interest. Rev. R. Smith was elected
President. Eight ministers had died
during the y<ar ; twenty others were
compelled, through physical infirm-
ities, to become superannuated ; but
forty-five young men were received
on trial for the ministry. Some of
the funds had a very large ircrease,
especially the Missionary fund. The
Book Room exhibited avery gratify-
ing state of prosperity, the net profits
for the year being no less than
$17,000, which were divided between
Superannuation, Missionary, The-
ological, and Metropolitan Chapel
funds. The first named received
the largest share, viz., $12,250. The
Primitives in England have always
been considered poor, but many of
the people have now become wealthy
and large sums are given for Con-
nexional purposes. A Jubilee school
for the education of boys, and a
theological inst..ution for the training
of young men for the ministry have
been in existence a few years and are
both doing well. A school for girls
is also about to be established near
London ; so that it is clear the Prim-
itives are endeavouring to take their
proper position in the work of educa-
tion.

THE CONFERENCES IN CANADA.

‘We referred in our last number to
the Conferences of the Episcopal
Methodist and Primitive Methodist
Churches. The six Annual Confer-
ences of the Methodist Church were
21 held in the month of June., Con-
siderableanxiety had been feltrelative
to the readjustment of the circuits,
lest there should be an overplus of
ministers in some of the westen
Conferences; but this matter was
accomplished without any insuper-
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able difficulty being encountered.
The increase of the membership in
the Conferences of Ontario will be
in the neighbourhcod of 8,000.

As the Annual Conferences do not

legislate there is more time for routine
business and for public meetings of
various kinds. The Missionary,
Sunday School, Educational, and
Temperance eetings held in con-
nection with the Conferences were
seasons of hallowed enjoyment. Ow-
ing to the ample supply of ministers
and the liberal manner in which it is
anticipated that the Educational
Society will be sustained, a large
.number of young men have been
assigned to the theological schools,
The Report of the Book Room pres-
ented a gratifying increase of sales of
books of all descriptions; the circu-
lation of the GUARDIAN is extending;
and we were especially pleased with
the favourable manner in which the
MAGAZINE was spoken of. Notwith-
standing the increased expense of
the Book Room and the opening of
a branch at Montreal, a grant of
$1,000 was awarded to the Super-
annuated Ministers’ Fund. As the
profits of the Book Room are in-
tended to be applied to the benefit
of this fund, should not that fact
cause the Methodist people to pat-
ronize the Book Room all in their
pewer?

At the time of writing we have not
réceived particulars of the Confer-
ences in Eastern British America.
Dr. Ryerson, President of the Gen-
eral Conference, visited both the
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
Conferences, and was received by
our brethren there in a manner wor-
thy of themselves and of their honour-
ed guest. The Doctor was truly the
old man eloquent. His sermons and
addresses were accompanied by re-
markable power. The Book Room at
Halifax, N.S., is in a prosperous con-
ditionand has netted more than$3000
during the past year. The Educa-
tional Institutions at Sackville, N.B,,
are doing a good work for the Church
and country. Our brethren in the
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East acted a little differently from us
in the West, inasmuch as they elected
new Presidents. They were very
happy in their selections, and we are
sure that Revs. A. W. Nicolson,
D. D. Currie, and T. Hurriss, will be
worthy successors of those who have
so lately vacated the chief seats in
their Conferences.

BiBLE CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE.

This Conference was held at Bow-
manville, which is one of the strong-
holds of the denomiration in Canada.
During the year there had heen much
discussion respecting the Connexion-
al name, but the Conference resolved
that there should be no change. For
some time the denomination has
been seriously embarrassed with
financial burdens. A minister has
been set apart to act as Financial
Agent for one year, with the hope
that the whole or the greater part of
the debt—3$35,000—may be liquid-
ated by next Conference.

METHODIST Episcoral CHURCH
- SOUTH.

From the Annual Report just re-
ceived we find that our brethren in
the South have Domestic Missions,
Indian Missions, German Missions,
and Foreign Missions in China,
Mexico, and Brazil. Many of the
brethren on Domestic Missions per-
form a marvellous amount of labour
and endure many privations. In the
Indian Missions great efforts are put
forth to educate the young and sus-
tain manual labour schools. Among
the Crees there has been a gratifying
success.  Thirty .acres have been
sown with wheat and seventy-five
with corn.

There are twenty-two stations and
missions among the Germans in
Texas and Louisiana, only two .of
which are self-supporting; others
would be, but that they have been
divided, one part going with the
Northern Church. Our brethren
complain bitterly of the evils of
divisicn.
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In China, considering the feeble
manner in which the Church has
been able to sustain the Mission,
the work has been very successful,
Bible women have been employed
in Shanghai with great success.
These are sustained by special friends
in America. One of the missionaries
commenced the publication of a mag-
azine in 1868, which has done much
good, and is highly commended not
only by Methodists but also mission-
aries of other Churches. The Clurch
has pressing demands for an increase
of labourers in all its departments,
particularly from the foreign fields ;
but the state of the Mission Treasury
renders it impossible to yield to them.

‘fHE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

The event of the year in connec-
tion with the Presbyterian Church
has been the Union which has been
efected 'n Canada. Four denom-
inations which have hitherto acted
separately have now become one;
su that between the Atlantic .nd
Pacific Oceans there is only one
Presbyterian Church, if we except a
small number who have refused to
give in their adhesion to the Union.
The Church has thus become a
powerful organization, and will be
prepared to prusecuce its various Mis-
sion schemes vi,urously. Prepar-
ations are being made to work a
Mission among the French in Quebec
Province. Rev. C. Chiniquy, under
whom it Is said three hundred per-
sons have recently withdrawn from
the Roman Catholic Church in Mon-
treal, is connected with the Mission
and is likely to be very useful among
his countrymen. There arealso var-
ious Home Missions, and Foreign
Missions in .India, China, and New
Hebrides. Knox's College is being
rebuilt in Toronto. Houses for the
Professors, are also contemplated.
Queen’s College i Kingston, the
Cotlege .in Montreal, and Dalhousie
College in the maritime provinces,
give the new Church a powerful
educational machinery, which, we
are sure, they will work with vigour.
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Our Présbyterian brethren in Eng-
land and Scotland are being baptized
with the union spirit. The United
Presbyterians, the Reformed Presby-
terians, and the English Presby-
terians are likely soon toamalgamate.
The former has a membership which
exceeds 182,000. The average sti-

end of the 600 ministers exceeds.

1,200. The Church supports eight
Foreign Missions in Jamaica, Trin-
idad, Old Calabar, Caffraria, India,
China, Spain, and Japan. There
are seventy-two missionaries, besides
native evangelists and teachers.

Inten years the Church has raised,
for benevolent and missionary pur-
poses, nearly $15,000,000. The aver-
age contribution of each member has
increased 464 per cent. It now
averages fifteen dollars per year.

Extensive preparations are being
made for the meeting of the Pan-
Presbyterian Council, which is to
take place next year in London.
Revs. Dr. Topp, Principal Snodgrass,
and others have been appointed from
Canada to attend the preliminary
meeting ; Dr. M’Coush and Dr. Schaff’
have also been appointed by the
churches in America for the same
purpose. The Council will seek to
Lelpall weak and struggling Churches,
to promote freedom of Church action,
togather and disseminate information
concerning the Church at large, to
commend the Presbyterian system as
combining simplicity, efficiency, and
adaptation to all times and condi-
tions, and will enteftain all subjects
that are directly concerned with the
work of evangelization.

LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The 81st Anniversary meeting
was held in Exeter Hall on the 13th
of May, from which we gather the
following sictistics.—

¢ The total number of missionaries
in the service of the Society at the
present time is 156, and there are 38
missionary students. The total in-
come of the I ociety for the year was
£103,553 14s. 8d. ($517,768),and the
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total expenditure £101,071 11s. 3d.
($505,358).”

This Society recently dedicated the
South Memorial Church -of Mad-
agascar. It is erected near a preci-
pice where, twenty-five years ago,
eighteen native Christians were
burned, ,or in other ways put to
death. ‘According to the la‘est sta-
tistics of this Mission, it has now
in Madagascar 31 English mission-
.aries, 50 native pastors, 3,170 na-
tive teachers, 67,000 Church mem-
bers, and 280,000 native adherents.
It has also 864 stations and 576
schocls. The Jesuits, also, have mis-
sionaries in Madagascar. The latter
now claim seventy-four places of
worship and forty-four priests.

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

All lovers of evangelical doctrines
tegret the ritualism and other forms
of errorwhich unhappily prevail inthe
bo<"m of “the Church of England,”
but all must rejoice in the success
of the Church Missionary Society,
respecting the Anniversary meeting
of which a contemporary says,
 Amongst all the speeches of special
interest . delivered in the course of
the May Meetings, none was more
striking, better adapted to the times,
or more enthusiastically received,
than that delivered by the Bishop
-of Durhatih at the Church Mission-
ary meeting. The thoroughly evan-
gelical tone of his address; its warn-
ings against all, evon the least, con-
cession to the ritualistic doctrines
ar.d spirit, now unhappily so prev-
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alent; and the earnestness with
which Dr. Baring insisted on the im-
purtance of missionaries, and all
ministers of the Gospel, preaching
the Gospel and the Gospel only, en-
title his remarks to the most careful
and serious consideration.” The ex-
penditure of the Society, though
great, was more than met by the in-
come. Grants have been made to
Gierra Leone, the Niger territory.
At Lagos (Yorubu), twenty-five years
ago, its river was periodically wor-
shipped with human sacnifices ; and
now from many lips comes the sound
of Christian praise, which formerly
offered homage to devils. Abeokuta
is now permanently opened to the
work of the Society. In Ceylon, the
staff of missionaries had been weak-
ened, but 112 adults had been bap-
tized. In China, great good had
been done among the two millions
of inhabitants of Foochow. In Japan,
there are four Missions and six mis-
sionaries. A reinforcement of three
missionaries had been sent to North-
West America, two of whom are
labouring in the valley of the Sas-
katchewan. During the year the
missions had increased to 157, the
European missionaries had increased
tc 211, the native 20, and country-
born tc 154, total 365 ; besides var-
ious other agencies. The total num-
ber of communicants is 24,497.

Our limited space compels us to
withhold notices, which we had pre-
pared, respecting the Diocesan Sy-
nods of Canada.

.

BOOK NOTICE.

Queen Mary; a Drama. By AL-
FRED TENNYSON. Canadian copy-
rightedition. Toronto: James Camp-
bell & Son; S. Rose, 1875. 12mo.,
pp. 201, price $1.

“This book has been awaited with

eagerness by the admirers of Tenny~
son. While an acknowledged mas-
ter of the lyric muse, it remained to
be seenif he were equally master in
the tragic vein. His short swallow-
flights of song are indeed exquisite,
but many questioned whether he had
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strength of wing for sustained flight
in the keen and difficult air of his-
toric drama. The poem gives us
another illustration of the versatility
of the author’s talents. We doubt,
however, if it will be as popular as
most of his earlier works. It has
not, of course, the lyric sweetness,
*like a rich strain of music, of Mand;
nor the tender pathos and philosophic
introspection of Jn Memoriam; nor
the idylic grace of the legends of
King Arthur’s court ; but it is, never-
theless, a noble poem, of a graver
and severer type than any of these.

It is in one sense to its disadvan-
tage that it provokes comparison
with the grand historic plays ofithe
greatest dramatist of any age or
tongue. But the fact is greatly to
its advantage, that few poems could
bear the comparison so well. We
miss, it is true, those marvellously
concentrated expressions, that flash
like diamonds in settings of gold and
become the proverbs of all time.
Nor do we find those abyssmal rev-
elations of the human heart, and in-
tense outbursts of human passion
which we meet in Shakespeare’s
page. But we do find that the poet
invests the historic characters of
three hundred years ago with living
interest. He gives a vivid picture of
that dim old past. He evokes our
sympathy on behalf of the mournful,
melancholy majesty of the hapless
Queen, whose brow is cinctured for
all time with the ensanguined name
of “bloody Mary.” The false, cold-
hearted Philip, the wily foreign am-
bassadors, the supple papal legate,
the bluff and sturdy English knights,
the persecuting bishops and their
martyr-victims live again, and re-
enact for us the stirring drama of the
time when the Papacy and Protest-
antism were brought into such sharp
antagonism in England as they never
were before or since.

A brief outline of the peem and a
few citations will better develop its
character than any words of meve
description.

The first Act depicts the condition
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of England at the accession of Mary.
The Romish priests were exulting at
the restoration of Popery. The
Protestant bishops were flying from
the threatened storm of persecution.

Cranmer speaks:

Our Bishops from their sees
Are fled, they say, or flying. I shall be ‘eft

alone.
No { Hooper, Ridiey, Latimer will not fly.

My flight were such a scandal to the faith,
The down{all of so many sitnple souls,
Idarenotleuvemy post. Let medie the death,
I thank my God it is too late to fly.

The populace are exceedingly op-
posed to the projected Spanish mar-
riage for which the Queen passion~
ately prays :

Holy Virgin,
Plead with thy blessed Son: grant me my
TSYer s
Give me my Philip; and we two will lead
The living waters of the Faith again
Back thro’ their widow’d channel here, and

watch
The parch'd banks rolling incense, as of old,
To hcg‘e;),t :md Lkindléd with the palms of
rist !

The second Act exhibits the pop-
ular insurrection against Queen Mary
under Sir Thomas Wyatt. This is.
an episode ‘which rather destroys the
unity of the play, but historic accu-~
racy demands its presentation. The
appeal of the honest knight to the
gallant men of Kent is in a vein of
stirring patriotism.  The Queen
throws herself upon the loyalty of
London, her Tudor courage kindling
with the peril, and awakes a hearty
response from the city. The rebel-
lion is quenched in blood. “The
tigress had unsheathed her nails at
last.” Elizabeth is thrown into the
Tower, and the ill-omened Spanish
marriage is consummated. The
account of the death of the lovely
Lady Jane Grey is exceedingly pa-
thetic.*

* It bad previously been reported to the
Queen that the Lady Jane Grey had refused
to bow to the “breaden god’ of the Romish
mass because *“ the baker made him.” ¢‘Mons-
trous,” exclaims the Queen, ¢ blasphemous.
She ought to burn. Her head.sluil fall.”
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Soventee{n —and knew eight languages- in

musie

Poerless—her needle perfect, and her learning

Beyond the churchmen ; yet 50 meek, so modest

So wifu-like humble to the trivial boy

Mismatch’d with her for policy ! I have heard

She would not take a last furewell of him,

She fear’d it might unman himfor hisend ;

She could not be unman’d — no, nor out-
woman'd—

Seventeen—a rose of grace !

She wrung her hands

And trusted God would save her thro’ the

bloo
Of Jesus Christ alone.
STAFFORD.
Pray you go on.
BAGENHALL.
Then knelt and said the Micerere Mei—
But all in English, mark vou ; rose again,
And when the headsman pray’d to be forgiven
Said, “ You will give me my true crown at last,
But do it quickly;* then all wépt but she,
‘Who tl:)l]mnf’d not colour, when sae saw the
ock,
But ask’d him, childlike : ‘* Will you take it off
Before Ilay me down ?” ¢*No, Madam," he said,
Gasping ; and when her innocent eyes were
bound,
She,with hgr poor blind hands fecling—*‘where
is it
‘Where is it?”—you must fanct that which
follow'd,
I# you have hearttodoit? . . . .
The ¢ ‘Thou shalt do no murder,” which God's

an

Wrote olu her conscience, Mary rubb’d out
pale—

She could not make it white —and over that,

Traced in the blacksst text of hell—¢Thou
shalt "

And sigiaed it—Mary !

The character of Pole, the papal
legate, a thorough churchman yet
inclined to toleration, and rebuking
the persecuting policy of the brutal
Bonner, is well and clearly limned.
He blasphemously attributes to the
b od-stained Queen the salutation
of the angel to the Blessed Virgin :
‘“Ave Maria, gratia plena, benedicta tu in

mulieribus
Sit benedictus fructus ventris tui.”

The marriage, upon which Mary
had so passionately set her heart
proves a joyless, loveless one. Philip
1s cold and faithless, and, as the un-
happy Queen learns, actually hates
her and finds her “ nesteringly fond ”
and irksome.

There comes, indeed, a gleam of
joy in the anticipated birth of an
heir to the vast domains of united
Spain and England. In a burst of
exultation shie exclaims :
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Oh, Philip, husband ! now thy love to mino
Will cling moro close, and those bleak manners

thaw, f
That make me shamed and tongue-tied in my

ove,
The second Prince of Peaco—
The great unborn Defender of the Faith,
Who will avenge mo of my cnemies~—
He comes, and my star rises.
The stormy Wgnns and Northumberlands,
The proud ambitions of Elizabeth,
And all her fiercest partisans—are pale
Before my star !
The light of this new learning wanes and dies,
The ghosts of Luther and Zuinglius fade
Into the deathless hell which is their doom
Before my star!
His sceptre shall go forth front’Ind to Ind
His sword shall hew the-heretic peoples down !
s faith shall clothe the world that will be his,
Like uaiversal air and sunshine ! Open,
Ye everlasting gates! The King is here!—
My stdr, my son ! -

Yet even this hope fades out of
her firmament, and Philip can no
longer be detained in England.

AARY,

Go ! must you go, indeed—again—so soon?
Why, nature’s licensed vagabond, the swallow,
That might live always in the sun’swarm heart,
Stays longer here in our poor north than you—
Knows where he nested-ever comes again,

PHILIP,
And, Madam, so shall I,
MARY.
0, will you ? will you ?
I am faint with fear that you will come no more,
Puip.
Ay, ay ; but many voices call me hence.
MARY.
‘Voices—1I hear unhappy rumours—nay,
Isay not, I believe. What voices call you
Dearer thay mine, that should be r'earest to you?
Alas, my Lord!  What voices and how mony?
Puirte.
The voices of Castile and Aragon,
Granada, Nagles, Sicily, and Milan—
The vqice; of Franche-Comte and the Nether-
ands,
The voices of Pera and Mexico,
Tunis, and Oran, aud the Philippines,
And all the fair spics islands of the East.
MARY (admiringly ).
You are the mightiest monarch upon earth,
I but a little Queen ; 4nd so, indeed,
Need you the more.

They hate me also for my love to you,

My Philip ; and these judgments on the land—
Harvestless autumns, horrible agues, plague—
Pmue.

The blood and sweat of heretics at the stake
I3 God’s best dew upon the barren feld.
Burn more !

MARY.
I will, T will ; and you will stay.
What, not one day?
PHwp.
You beat upon the rock.
Mary.
And I am broken there.
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Puinte.
. Isthisa place
To wail in, Madam? what ! a public hall,
Go in, I pray you.
Mary,
Do not seem so changed.
Say go ; but only say it lovingly. . . . .
Puuie.
By $t. James I do protest,
Upon the faith aud honour of a Spaniard,
I am vastly grieved to leave Jour Majesty.
Simen, is supper ready ?

The argument in council on the
extirpation of heresy is well con-
ceived and reflects the very spirit of
the times. Says Bishop Gardiner,--

There must be heat enough
To scorch and wither heresy to the root,
For wl'mt, ’saith Chirist ? ““Compel them to come

in
And what saith St. Paul? “I would they were

cut off
That trouble you.”
MARY.
If we could burn out heresy, my Lord,
We reck not tho’ we lost this crown of England—
Ay! tho' it were ten Englands.
Pager,
I am but of the laity, my Lord Bishop,
And may not read your Bible, yet I found
One day o wholesome seripture, ¢ Little chil-

dren,
Love one another.”
GARDINER,
Did you find a scripture,
“ 1 come not to bring peace but a sword ?”
ONNER,
Y am on fire until I see them flame,
GARDINKR,
Ay, the psalin-singing weavers, cobblers, scum.

The fourth Act rises in heroic dig-
nity and interest. It is occupied
chiefly with the martyrdom of Cran-
mer. To the nobles who come to
intercede for his pardon, Mary ex-
claims:

All your voices
Are waves on flint. The heretic must burn,
THIRLBY.
0 Madam, if you knew him
As I do, ever gentle and so gracious,
With all his learning—
MARY,
Yet a heretic still,
His learning makes his burning the more just.
THIRLBY,
To do him any wrong was to beget
A kindness from him, for his heart was rich,
Of such fine mould that if you sowed therein
The seed of Hate, it blossomed Charity.
MaAry.
Enough, my Lords,
It is God's wiil, the Holy Father's will,
And Philip's will and mine, that he should

burn,
He is pronounced anathema.
Howanrp.
Farowell, Madam,
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God grant you ampler mercy at your call
Than you have shown to Cranmer.,

Meanwhile Cranmer in his cell
resists the arguments, the threats,
the cajoleries of the emissaries of
Rome ; bitterly repents his swerving
from the true faith; and thus com-
munes with himself:

O higher, holier, earlier, purer Church,

I have found thee and not leave thec eny more.
It is but a communion, not a mass,—
No sacrifice, but a life-giving fcast
A holy supper not a sacrifice.

No man can make his Maker.

So, so; this I say—thus will I pray.

(Warites,

The brutal Boaner comes in and
upbraids the meek and dove-like old
man, and on his departure Cranier
makes the pungent remark,

This hard, coarse man of old hath crouched to

me
Till X myself was half ashamed of him.

Addressing his own “thin-rkinned
hand and jutting veins” with wh ch
he had signed his fatal recantation,
he says, while shrinking as if lLe
already felt the flames,

You shall bura too,
Burn first when [ am burnt.
Fire—inch by inch to die in agony! Hoopcr
burned
Three quarters of an hour. Will my fagg ots
Be as wet a3 his were? It is a day o1 1ain
1 will not muse upon it My fancy makes
The fire seem even crueller than it is,
No, 1 do not doubt that God wii give me

strength,
Albeit 1 have denied him.

He afterwards publicly recants his
recantation, casts himself on the
mercy of Christ alone, and renounces
all the figments of popery.

As for the Pope, I count him Antizhrist,
With all his devil’s doctrines : and refuse,
Reject, abhor him. I have said.

(Cries on all sides,
¢ Pull him down ! Away-v {th him.”

The following is the desciiption of
his martyrdom :

Cranmer, as the hewnsman at the helm
Stasrs, ever looking to the happy haven
Where he shall rest at nivht, moved to his deata;
And I could sce that many silent hands
Came from the crowd and met his ewn.: -and

thus, .
When we had come whero Ridley burnt with
Latimer,
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‘e, with a cheerful.smile, as one whose mind
18 ull made up, in huste put off the rags
They huﬁl énocked his misery with, and all in

w
His ton ¢ white beard which he had nover shaven
Since Henry's denth, down-sweeping to the

¢ .ain
Wherewith they bound him to the stake, he
stood

4
More like an ancient Father of the Church
Than heretic of these times; and still tho friars
4flied him, but Cranmer only shook his head,
Or answer’d them in smiling negatives ;
Whereat Lord Wililams gave a sudden ery :
¢ Make sht()lrt.! make short!” and so they lit the
wood.

Then ¢ranmer lifted his left hand to heaven,
And thrust his right into the bitter flame ;
And crying, in his deep voice, more than once,
 rhis hath offended—this unworthy hand 1
-8o held it till it all was burn’d, hefore

. The flame had reached his body ; I stood near—
Mark'd him—he never uttered moan of pain :
e never stirr'd or writhed, but like a statue,
Unmoving in the greatness of the flame,
Gave up the ghost ; and so passed martyr-like,

Joan and Tib, two country wives,
thus moralize on the “burnin’:”

4 Tig—° Eh, the wind and the wet! What a
day, what a day! Nigh upo’ judgment daay
loike. Pwoaps Popes] be pretty things, Joan,
}l)xt they wunt sit in the Lord’s cheer o' that

aay.’

“Joan—* £h, my rheumatizy be that bad
howvar be I to win to the burnin’ !?
¢ r'is—* [ should say twur ower by now. . . .
My ow.d man wur up and awaay betoimes wi’
dree hard eggs for a good pleace at the burnin’
« « + «A-burnin’ and a-burnin’, and a-makin’ o’
vo'k madder and madder; but tak my word
vor’t, .Joan, the burnin’ o’ the owld Archbishop
Cranmer, ‘ill burn the Pwoap out o’ this 'ere
lanld for ivir and ivir.”

In the fifth Act the tragedy dark-
ens towards its sombre close. Plague,
famine, distress, consume the land.
Calais, where for two hundred years
the English leopards had ramped on
the fluttering folds of the royal stand-
ard, was wrested from the grasp of
Mary. Wasting disease, and hope
de’erred, and heart-breaking disap-
pointment had brought her to the
borders of the grave. Abandoned
by the faithless Philip, who in cold-
blonded speculation on her anticipat-
ed death, caused advances, with a
view to marriage, to be made to her
younger, fairer, and heretic sister
Elizabeth ; hated by her people and
haunted by remorse—not that she
had burned many, but that she had
19t burned more—the utterly deso-
late and forlorn condition of the'un-
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happy Queen cannot fail to awal_(eh
commiseration in the most stoical
bosom. Fora moment the undaunt-
ed Tudor spirit 15 aroused as she
issues sudden orders for the recovery
of Calais,
Send out, lot England as of old

Rise lion-like, strike hard and decp into
The prey dthoy are rending from her—ay, and
ren

The renders too. ., . .Oh, would I were
Iy fathor for an hour.

But soon she sinks into deep des-
pondency :

Iam a by-word. Heretic and rebel

Point at me, and make merry. Philip gone !
And Calais gone! Time that I'weregonetoo!. .
My g)eo le hate me and desire my death.

My husband hates e and desires my death,

I hate myself ~and I desire my death.* . . . .

She repels the offer of her attend-
ant to arrange her disheveled hair. .

No, no, what matters,
Forlorn I am, and let me look forlorn,

and seizing a lute she sings a mel-
ancholy plaint:

Hapless doom of woman happy in bethrothing !

Beauty passes like a breath, and love is lost in
loathing !

Low, my lute; speak low, my lute, but say the
world is nothing—

Low, lute, low!

Love will hover round the flowers when they

first awaken ; "

" * Hers seems to have been a heritage
of hatred. She had previously said :

My hard father hated me ;
My brother rather hated me than loved ;
My sister cowers and hates me.

“ A happy morning to your Majesty," said the
foreign ambasszdor,” “ And Ishould some time
have ¢ happy morning,” she replied. * I have
lhad none yet.” Y.

Contrast this same poet’s apostrophe
to the happier occupant of the same
august throng, although herself :ot un-
touched by sorrow—our own beloved
and widowed Queen :

Break not, O woman’s heart, but still endure 5
Break not, for thou art Royal, but endure. . .
May all love,

His love unseen but felt, o’ershadow thee,
The love of all thy sons en‘com{:nss thee,
“The love of all-thy datghters cherish thee,
The love of all thy people comfort thee,
Till'God’s love set thee by his side again !
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Love \gll fly the ‘allen leaf, and not be ovor-
en ;
Low, my lute! oh low, my lute! wo fado and
are forsaken—
Low, dear lute, low !
Take it away ! not low enough for me!
ALICE.
Your Grace hath a low voice,
* Mary.
How dare you say it?
Even for that he hatesme. ‘A low voico
Lost in a wilderness where none can hear!
A voico of shipyreck on a shoreless sea !
A low voice from the dust and from the grave
(Sitting on the ground).
There, am I low.enough now?

ALICE,
Good Lord ! how grim and ghastly looks Her

race,
With both her knees drawn upward to her chin,
There was an old-world tomb beside iny father’s,
And this was opened, and the dead were found
Sitting, and in this fashion ; she looks a corpse.

When a messenger from Philip is
announced, she instantly starts up
from her reverie, exclaiming :

Philip ! quick ! loop up my hair!
Throw cushions on that seat and make it
throne-like,
Arrange my dress —the gorgeous Indian shawl
That Philip brought me in our happy days !—
That covers all. So—am I sumewhat queen-

like,
Bride of the mightiest sovereign upon earth ?
LADY CLLRENCE,
Ay, so your Grace would bide & mowment yet.
MARY.
No, no, he brings a letter. I may die
Before I read it. Let me see him at once.
Enter Count b8 FERIA (kneels).

'ERIA.
I trust your Grace is well. (4side) How her
hand burns.
MARY.

I am not well, bug it will better me,
Sir Count, to read the letter which you bring,
Fgria,
Madam, I bring no letter.
MARY.
How! no letter?
Foria.
His Highness is so vexed with strange affairs—
ARY,

That his own wife is no affair of his.

FRRIA,
Nay, Madam, nay ! he sends his veriest love,
Aund says he will come quickly.

MARY.

Doth he, indeed?

You, sir, do you remember what you said
When last youcame to England ?
You said he wonld come quickly. Ihad horses
On all the road from Dover, day and night ;
On all the road from Harwich, night and day:
But the child came not, and the Rusband came

not.
And yet ho will come quickly. . . .Retura,
And tell him that I know he comes no more,
Tell him at 2ast I know his love is dead.
Thoun art commissioned to Elizabeth,
Tell her to come and close my, dyivg eyes,
And wear my crown,.and dance upon my grave,

In the last scene the Queen is
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restlessly pacing up and down a
gaé%ery, occasionally writing at a
table.

Lapy CLARENCH.
Mine eyes are dim ; what has she written? read.
Avlce.
“Iam dying ; Philip, come to me.”
LaDY MAGDALEN,
There—up and dvwn, poor lady, up and down,
(Queen writes again.
LADY CrLareNCE,
‘What hath she written now?
ALIce.
Nothing but “come, come, come,” and all

awry
And blotted by her tears. This cannot last.

Many.
I whistle to the bird has broken cage.
And all in vain, Stiting down.
Calais gono' ~Quisnes gone too—and Philip

one !
He never loved me— nay, he could net, love me.
(Weeps.
LADY CLARENCE.
Nay, dearest Lady, see your good physician.

MARY.
Drugs—but he knows they cannot help me—

Y
That rest is al’—tells me I must not think -
That I must rest—I shall rest by-and-by.
Catch the wild-cat, cage hun, and when he
springs :
And maims himself against the bars, say

Wby, you must kill him if you would have him
rest—

Dead or alive you cannot make him happy. . .
¢0'God ! I have been too slack, too slack ;
There are Hot Gospellers even amung our

guards—
Nobles we dared not touch. Wehave butburnt
The hereil:(ilc priest, workmen, and women and
ren.
Wet, famine, ague, fever, storm, wreck, wrath,—
We have so played the coward ; but by God’s

grace,
We'll follow Philip's leading, aud set up
The Holy Office here——garner the wheat,
gnd b'urn the tares with unguenchable fire !

Urn 1-—
Fie, what-a savour! tell the cooks to close
Thedoors of all the offices below,
Latimer! .
(Seesvisions of Latimer and Cranmer.

Sir, we ave private with our women here—
Ever a rough, blunt, and uncou. tly fellow—
Thou light a torch that never will go out !
Tis out mineflames, . . . . .
Ah, weak and meck old man,
Sevenfold dishonour’d even in the sight
Of thine own sectaries—No, no. No pardou!~
‘Why that was false; thare isthe right hand still
Beckons me hence.
Sir, you were burned for heresy, not for treason,
Remember that ! ‘twas I and Bonner. didit,
And Pole; we are three to one—~Have you found

mercy thera?
Grant it me here : und see he smiles and goes,
Gentle as in life.

AZLICE.
Madam, who goes? King Philip ?
ARY.
No, Philip comes and goes, but never.gges.

Womén, when ¥ am dead, 3
Open iy heart, and there you wil! find written
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wo names, Philip and Calais ; open his,—
So that ho have one,—
You will find Philip only, policy, policy,—
Ay, worse than that—not one hour true tome !
Foul magyots crawling in & fester'd vice !
Adulterous to the very heart of Hell.
Hast thou a knife ?

ALICE,
Ay, Madam, hut o’ God’s mercy—
MARY,

Fool, think’st thou I would peril my own soul
By slaughter of the boldy? I could not, girl,
Not this way—callous with a constant stripe,
Unwoundable. Thy knife! . . . .
This Philip shall not

Stare iu upon me in my haggardness;

0ld, miserable, diseased,

Incapable of children. Come thou down.

Cuts out the portrait of Philip. from the
wall and throws it doum.‘l
Lie thg}?iu (Wails.) O God, I have killed my
. p.
ALICE,

No,
Madam, you have but cut the canvas out;
We can replace it.
MARY,
Allis well then ; rest—

I will to rest ; he said. I must have rest.
[Cries of * EL1ZABERTH " tn the street.)
Acry! What'sthat? Elizabeth ? revolt?
A hew Northumberland, another Wyatt ?
T’ fight it on the threshold of the grave,
LADY CLARENCE.
Madam, your royal sister comes to see you.
Mary.
I will not see her.
Who knows if Boleyn’s daughter be my sister?
1 will see none except the priest. Your arm.
[To LADY CLARENCE.
O Saint of Aragon, with that sweet worn smile,
Among thy patient wrinkles--Help me hence.
{ Exeunt.
[The Priest passes.
Enter ELIZABETH.
« En1zAserH,
The Queen is dead.

ECIL.
Then here she stands! my homage.
EL1ZABETH.
Peace is with the dead.
Her life was winter, for her spring was nipt ;
And sheloved much : pray God she be forgiven.

Lorps.
God save Elizabeth, the Queen of England !
BAGENHALL.
God save the Crown; the Papacy is no more.

ACCLAMATION,
God save the Queen, [Curtain falls.
We have said that there are ¢om-
paratively few lines that fix them-
selves in the memory like the barbed
phrases of Shakespeare. But there
are some such : as where the Lady
Magdalen Dacres says of the coarse
and profligate Philip :

It i the Jow man thinks the woman low ;”

and where the princess Elizabeti
replies to young Courtenay,
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¢ My Lord, the hatred of another to us
Is no true bond of friendship.”

Af)ologizing to her jailor for her
complaints of the closeness of hex
prison she exclaims :

““ It is the heat and narrowness of the cage
That makes the captive testy ; with free wing:
The world were all one Araby.”

See also Thirlby’s characterization
of Cranmer,and Cranmer’s of Bonner,.
previously quoted. Howard’s account
of the prison sufferinng the mar-
tyrs is too horrible to quote in full :

“Fed with rank bread that crawled upon the
tongue,

And putrid water, every drop a worm—

Until they died of rotted limbs, and then |

Made even the carrion-nosing mongrel vomit

With hate and horror.”

The supple sycophancy of the
Spanish ambassador is photographed
in the single line of his reply to
Philip’s brutal comment on the wan-
ing beauty and “ doubly aged” ap-
pearance of his Queen :

¢ Sire, if your Grace hath mark’d it, so have 1.”

Philip tersely indicates Elizabeth’s
fondness of flattery in the line,

¢¢She Is none of those that loaths the honey-
comb.”

To a waiting woman who said, “ It
was never merry world in England
since the Bible came among us,”
Ceci with the wise prescience of a
Protestant statesman, replies:

Tt never will be merry world, in Englaud,
Till all men have their Bibles, rich and poor.”

The metonomy and metaphor in
the following despairing utterance of
the unhappy Mary are worthy of
Shakespeare’s self.—

¢ Clarence, they hate me ; even while 1 speak
There: lurks o silent dagger, listening

In some dark closet, some long gallery, drawn,.
And panting for.my blood as I go by.”

Somie of the similes-are admirable -
as the following of the Church and

its shadow, which is almost an alleg-

ory in brief. Pole is pleading for
toleration :
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1
. + * To porsecute
Makes a faith.hated, and is furthermore
No perfect witness of a perfect faith
In him who persecutes . » Who lights the

faggot ? N
Not the fuil faith, no, but the lutking doubt.
01d Rome, thatfirstmademartyrsin the Church,
Trembled for her own gods, for these were
trembling—
But when did our Rome tremble ?
AGET,
Did she not
In Henry's time and Edwgrd’s?
PoLe,

. What, my Lord!

The Church on Peter’srock? Never! Ihave

seen '
A pine in Italy that cast its shadow
Athwart a cataruct; firm stoud the pine—
The cataract shook the shadow. To my mind,
The cataract typed the hcadlong plunge and fall
Of heresy to the (}Jif ; the pine was Rome.
You see, my Lords,
It was the shadow of the Church that trembled ;
Your Church was but the shadow of a Church,
Wanting the triple mitre.”

We have, in the following song,
one of those gushes of lyric melody
so common in Shakespeare.and the
Elizabethan dramadsts, which pal-
pitate with music to their core like
the song of the heaven-soaring lark
that cannot help but sing for the
rapture throbbing at its heart. Queén
Elizabeth, in her pnson, hears a
milkmaid singing without :

“¢ Shame upon you, Robin,
Shame upon you now’!

Kiss me woutd you! with my hands
Milking the cow?
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Daisies grow again,”
Kingcups blow again,
And you come and kiss me milking the cow.

Come Robin, Robin,
Come and kiss me now ;
Help it can 1? with my hands
Milking the cow ?
Ringdoves coo again,
All things woo again,
Come behind and kiss me milking the cow.
Er1zasgri. N
1 would I were o milkmaid,
To sing, love, marry, churn, brew, bake and-dig.
1 never luy my head upon the pillow
But that I think ¢ Wilt thou be there to-
morrow?’
How oft the falling axe, that never fell,
Hath shocked me back into the daylight truth
‘That it may fall to-day ! :

The foil offered by the sad, imprison-
ed princess to the free and happy
milkmaid is the very perfection of
poetic art. But we must forbear
quotation. Our limits of space are
exhausted. To enjoy the poem
properly, our readers must study it
carefully for themselves; and it is
cne of the few poems of recent times
that will stand the test of careful
study—another proof of its intrinsic
excellence and an augury of its per-
manent place in our literature. The
Canadian copyright edition is well
printed on toned paper and hand-
somely bound in cloth, with beveled
boards, and is sold much below the
English edition.

MINISTERIAL OBITUARY.

THE REV. DANIEL McMULLEN.

THE subject of this sketch was
born at Digby, Nova Scotia, April
14th, 1799. He was one of the
younger members of a large family,
most of whom livéd to mature years.
His father and mother had left the
United States at the close of the
Revolutionary war, and, with other
loyalists, settled in Nova Scotia,
where nearly all their children were
born. In 1811 his mother and the
greater part of the family, some of
whom were already married, came to
Canada, the others expecting to follow

the next year. The breaking out of
the war of 1812 delayed the emigra-
tion of the rest of the family, and
those of them who eventually came
did not reach Canada until 1815.
Two of the sons remained in Nova
Scotia, one of whom, James McMul-
len, Esq., of Yarmouth, is still living
at the advanced age of eighty-two
years. Daniel was twelve years of
age when the family reached York,
now Toronto, which was then a
small village. The trip from Nova
Scotia was through New York, up the
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Hudson to Albany, and then accross
to Lake Ontario or Niagara River.
He used often to relate incidents of
the trip, which was in a small
schooner and thenin éatfeanx. After
reaching Canada he lived for brief
periods at Yonge Street, Queenston
Heights, ‘Ancaster, and' Mount Pleas-
ant, near Brantford where others of
the family settled, and where his
only surviving sister, Mrs. Perrin,
still resides,

He was converted about the year
1820, while working at his trade of
carpenter. He had been a strong
opponent of the Methodists, and
severely censured a sister who had

-joined them. The very severity of
his reproof induced him to look
more closely into the matter, and as
he was immoveably conscientious,
joined them at once on being con-
vinced of his error. No sooner had
he united with them in Church
fellowship than he desired to do
something for others. At once the
thought of becoming a preacher
assumed prominence in his mind.
But the Methodist ministry was
at that time a particularly unin-
viting field, in a material point of
view, and in order to provide for his
aged parents, he was obliged to post-
pone, for a year or two, his ultimate
intention, and endeavour to earn
some money by his trade. In 1824
he felt free'to undertake what he
proposed should be the real work of
his life. He preached a portion of
that year, and was admitted on pro-
bation at the Saltfleet Conference,
September 14th, 1825. Only one or
two of those who started so early
survive him. The names of those
admitted on probation that year are
as follows : — James Richardson,
Timothy Martin, Egérton Ryerson,
Daniel McMullen, John Black and
Anson Green. During his itiner-
ancy, which continued until 1836,
he suffered severely in his health,
and was finally obliged to with-
draw from the  active work alto-
gether. Some time ago he gave-an
account of the physical trials he
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endured in the heavy work assigned
him. Fortunately this is'in éxistence,
and the following extracts will give
an insight into his life from 1825 to
1836 :—“ At the close of my first
year of probation on the Thames
Circuit, I suffered severely from
‘Western fever and relapse that fol-
lowed. Not being able to supply
the circuit to which I was appointed,
I was left at home on Long Point to
supply the place of Edward Hey-
land, lately deceased. So soon as 1
was able to resume my work, on the
opening of spring, T was attacked
by ague and fever, of a severe kind,
and this, in summer, was followed
by a severe turn of inflammation,
brought on by a long ride in Lot
weather, to ‘overtake my appoint-
ments. The effects of this com-
pelled me to desist from labour. At
the Hamilton Conference of 1827,
which soon followed, 1 was received
into full conneéction, ordained a dea-
con, and advised by the Conference
to locate until my health was suffici-
ently restored to resume my labours,
which I then determined not to do
until 1 had spent a year or two at
some literary institution to improve
my slender education. Rest from
itinerant work and light labour with
my hands soon began to recruit my
health and strength, enabling me to
take some share of local work. At
the end of some three months the
presiding: elder, John Ryerson, called
on'me, and thinking my health suffi-
ciently restored to warrant it, pressed
me t0 go to the Westminister Cir-
cuit, then destitute of one preacher,.
and suffering for want of help. I
told him my intention of going to
school a while, soméwhere, and as I
had been diverted from that purpose
in going to the Toronto Circuit, and
had spent my money to buy an-outfit
for travelling, I thought 1 ought
not to be again diverted from an
object so important and necessary
to me.

“He urged that in beilgassociated
with advanced students, and some
of them irreligious, I would find my
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«condition often humiliating and very
unpleasant sometimeg, perhaps Iook-
ed down upon, and perhaps, taunted
with deficiencies ; and besides, while
1 was improving my-education souls
might perish. This latter wa$ an
appeal that was hard for me to resist.
After thinking and praying over the
matter I reluctantly came to-the con-
clusion to comply, a decision 1 have
always since regretted. I concluded
to do the best I could to recruit my
health until the Conference of 1828,
and then re-enter the ‘Conference
and do the best I could for the
remainder of life, abandoning my
hope for an improved education at
that time.

“In 1828 1 was sent to Yonge
Street; in 1829 to Cavan ang, Rice
Lake Mission; in 1830 to Cobourg ;
in 1831 to Halliwell; in 1832 I went
again to Rice and Mud Lake Missions
.and Cavan, where I was two years; in
1834 I was sent to Muriay, where in
the labours of a heavy circuit,a very
successful protracted meeting, and
the lingering sickness of a dying
wife, I had a severe year of it
V'hen the Chairinan at the next
Conférence privately announced to
me that the old Bay Circuit was to
be my next appointment, I told him
plainly that tfough I would go if
appointed theré, yet I was persuaded
that the appointment would end my
labouirs in the active work; and soit
turned out. Beforé tlie year was
ended an acite inflammation of the
«hest, which was only checked by a
severe and-long-continued process of
counter-irritation, ¢compelled a total
cessation from all ministeriallabour,”

On several of these circvits Mr.
McMaullen’s labours were attended
with most abundant fruits. This
was especially so at Picton (then
Halliwell) in' the great revival of
1832. The prevailing influence of
Methodism in Prince Edward County
may. be fedlly dated from that time.
QOver oné ‘hundred were converted,
and during his subsequent residence
of thirty-eight' years in the County
he attended the last rites of many
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who happily passed to eternal life,
dating all their joy from the meeting
referred to. He followed the lives
of many of them with special interest,
and used often to remark that he
hardly knew a backslider in all the
list. Among the Indians .at Rice
Lake, and on-the Murray and other
circuits,.similar siiccess attended. his.
efforts, but he had not the:happiness,
as at Picton, of following with pex-
sonal observation the lives of those
who ascribed their conversion to
his ministry, and knowing that the
consolations, of religion supported
them in the dread hour when all
things earthly fade from view.

Mr. McMullen was twice married
—first in 1831, to Miss Rebecca
Ballard, who died at the Carrying
Place in 1835, leaving one child, now
Mrs. R. W. Patterson, of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin ; . secondly, in 1836, to
Miss Eliza B. Conger, who survives
him, and by whom he left eleven
children. After the failure of his
health in 1836, he settled in the
Township of Hillier, Prince Edward
County, on a new faim. No:doubt
the active life of labour he then
undertook saved him from: a pre-
mature grave. He cleared up a
greater part of this large farm,
and, for eleven years, toiled as
onl; those who endeavour to gain
a livelihood in a new clearing are
obliged to. In 1847 he removed
to Picton and opened a Ladies”
Academy, and for a part of the time
a school for hoys. Both were tdo
far in advance of the times to be
remunerative, and while they afford-
ed the basis.of an excellent traihing-
to many who frequently express their
gratitude therefor, they were a Serious
financial loss to him, and in 1851 he
rented the buildings to others and
removed to a farm near Picton,
where he resided for five 'years. In
1856 he returned to Picton, which
town continued to. be his residénce
antilhis death, He always preach-
ed,-and-for many years, when during
the week, wearied with physical
efforts, he would .nevertheless devote ,
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his ‘Sabbaths to-the spiritual welfare
of those.around him. ' His life was
one of constant toil and:self-sacrifice.
He never seemed to expect ease-or
rest. He had a large family, most
or all of whom were too young toaid
him, and’his.struggles to provide for
their necessary wants as well-as give
the advantages of better education
than he himself possessed, afford an
unwritten talé that only those who
witnessed it canappreciate. During
‘his whole life the cause of temper-
ance and that of popular education
were very near his heart, and every
possible occasion was improved in
their behalf; and ‘whatever seemed
calculated. to advance or elevate the:
* aental or matétial interests.of hu-
manity found in him an ardent
sympathy. His attachment to-Meth~
odism was an absorbing topic in all
his career, and no matter how
weighed down by the cares of every
day life, and he had more than
usually fall to the Jot of man, he was
ever in active sympathy with what

he believed for the best interest of-
In his later life he

the Church,
diverged in opinion from his old
associates of the Wesleyan body on
the-question-of Church -government,
He bad been-received and. ordained
while the-connection of the Method-
ists in-Canada and the United States
still existed, and he had an old fond-
ness for the ordeér of Bishops.
Several visits to the United States,
and intercourse with prominent min-
isters there, added weight to his
convictions, and ‘his Jesire to- see
Methodism in Canada return to the
Episcopal form of government be-
caine very strong. Seeing that his
-opinions were not. shared by the
‘Wesleyans_to such an extent as to
make the change probable, he'sever-
ed his connection with the body of
which he bad so long been a
member, and joined the ‘Conference
and communion of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in Canada, in
May, i874, a few months before his
death. . ;
"Mr. McMullen, after his recovery
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fromhissickness in1836,enjoyed very
good health,and with thé éxception of
several physical injuries, was at the
age of seventy,a hale, hearty man.
His old throat weakness, however,
exhibitéd itselfwhenever he preached
too frequiently. In 1871 he made a
journey to Nova Scotia to se¢ his
brother living at Yarmouth. Hehad
never revisited his.native land since
his departure, sixty years before,.and
the occasion was-one of great grati-
fication to-him. Few landmarks and
fewer acquaintances had survived the
intervening sixty years, but the old
scenes, revisited undeér the most
pleasant auspices, afforded him a
sight he had often longed for. Two
years before (in 1869) he and Mrs,
McMullen paid a visit to their sons
in ‘Chicago, ahd he made a subse-
quent visit to Chicago in the fall of .
1872.

On thé return trip from Nova
Scotia he suffered an unfortunate
accident. He fell down a stairway
-on.the steamer at Portland and frac-
tured his shoulder blade. This mis-
hap and one which he subsequently
suffered by a fall from some scaffold-
ing seémed to weaken him and
impair seriously ‘his gereral health.
During the year 1874 it became
evident to those watching him nar-
rowly, that seventy-five years of
almost ceaseless activity were wear-
ing out the once vigorous body, and
he had several slightattacks of what
appeared to be paralysis, Still he
was almost as agtive asusual. He
atténded the Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church in May,
and was received into formal mem-~
bershi% with .t_liat bo?ly. He preach-

uité frequently, in -every wa;
gmpwed r?rore actg"!ty than gyusua)i
with men at his advanced age. .His
iastabsence from home was to attend
the General Conference:of-the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church held at Na-
paneg, during -August, 1874 He
greatly enjoyed the services, and
many old acquaintances who heard
him speak at the Lovefeast.on the
Sabbath, .said that his testimony was
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more forcible and heart-touching
than they had ever heard before.
On lus return home he seemed in
unusual peace of mind, and appar-
ently in better health than at some
times preceding. He spoke of his trip
as one of great pleasure, and kept his
family until midnight telling what
had transpired. These were hislast
coherent words. He died as he had
often wished—in the midst of activ-
ity. He frequently expressed his
fear of long sickness, and hoptd
with the poet :—

¢ My body with my charge lay down,
And cease at once to work and live,”

He awoke the rext morning and
got up. Mrs. McMullen noticed
sometning unusual in his manner,
and soon discovered that while’able
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to walk about he was almost.speech-
less, and evidently much contused
mentally. He sat down and soon
went to the bed from which he never
arose. He became utterly speechless.
at once and his conscivusness ap-
peared to gradually fade. He linger-
ed from Tuesday morning until
Friday, September 4th, 1874, at
midmght, when he brea.hed hus last,.
and a smile of rest and peace cume
over the features.of one who, from a
life of toil and tribulation, was
transplanted to a world where sor-
row and sighing never come.

Funeral services. were held in the
Methodist Church, Picton, on the
8th of Sept., the Rev. E. Clement
preaching, and the Rev. Mr. Strat-
ton, M. E. minister, reading a brief
obituary.

Tabular Record of Recent Deaths.

< Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”

NAME, RESIDENCE. CIRCUIT. |AGE[ DATE.
Edward Taber........| Farmersville . .f Farmersville, O.| 33 [Feb. 6, 1873
Benjamin Everiss. ... .| Leslieville. ... .| Leslieville, O...| 70 |May s, ,,
Sarah McLeod Pace..|Bruce........ “Tiverton, O.....| 71 |April 28, ,,
E. H. Hurlburt Stafford| Montreal. .....| Montreal 4th Q.| .. {June 19, ,,
E. Hadwin Edwards..| Belmont...... Bélmont, O.....| .. v ,, 20, ,,
Fanny Stotesbury ....| Uxbridge..... 'Prince Albert,0.| 30 |May 27, ,,
Rev. Joel Briggs......| Toronto ...... Toronto 1st.....{ 47 | , 17, o
Chat:}c:;tgggglougal] } Three Rivers..| Three Rivers,Q.| 30 {June 8, ,,
William Willmott ....| Toronto ...... Toronto 1st....| 69
Mrs, N. Mosher...... Avondale..... Avondale, N.S..) 84 |May 27, ,,
Mrs, Outerbridge.....| St. Georgée....|Bermuda......142/| , 10, ,,
William Wright...... ‘Piywash......[Piywash, PE.L; 82| , 23, ,
John H. Peers........ Wallace Bay..|.............. 68| , 22, ,
Lucretia Hefferman. ..| Guysborough. ., Guysborough ..} 60 {June ¢, ,,
Henry Gaetz......... ‘Musquodoboit..| Musquodoboit. .| 52 [May 20, ,,
James Halliday...... Berwick . ..... Berwick, N.S...} 71 April 25, ,,
Samuel Avery, Esq... .| Lower Horton..| Horton, N.S....| 87 |May 31, ,,
Rev, C, DeWolfe, D.D.l . ..............| Halifax, N.S. ..| .. |June 2, ,,
J. Roger Srith........| Halifax ...... .|'Halifax, N.S. ..[ 30 | ,, 12,
Emma Frances Ingram| Moose Brook..|...... ....... .. s I8
Elizabeth Amriss. ... . Zion . .........! Darlington, 0...l 66 | . 12, ,
Sarah Augusta Bradleyl'Ottawa. ...... .| Ottawa Centre..| 161 ,, 30, o




