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THE ONTARIO TEACHER:

A MONTHLY EDU(‘A'[‘IO AL JOURNAL.

Fel. 4.

JULY, 1876.

Mo, 7.

PROVINCIAL TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION.

As the time for the next meeting of the
Provincial Teachers’ Association is di1awing
near, we purpose referring to the object of
the Association, and the influence which it
should wield in developing the educational
interests of the country. The object of the
Association is by bringing representative
members of the profession together, to

~ endeavor to cultivate a deeper sympathy
and a stronger bond of union between its
various members. In these days of Trades
Unions, &c., it is evident that co-operation
isregarded asa cardinal principle of suc.
cess. What cannot be done individually it is
thought cam be done collectively, and on
this principle much has been dene both in
the way of improvement- and progress.
Teachers’ Associations have a similar
object in view. Organized to cultivate
sympathy and estatlish a bond of union
‘between all the members of the profession,
they have already imparted an enthusiasm
and developed a degree of interest in the
great work of education, which is making

itself felt throughout every institution of
learning in the country.

Heretofore the annual meetings of the
Provincial Association have been meagerly
attended. From some cause or other, but
a very small percentage of those interested
have done their dutyin thisrespect. From
whatever cause—whether the scarcity of
funds—the desire for more enjoyable pas-
time, or the lack of interest, the member-
ship that should be reckoned by hundreds
scarcely exceeds a score or two. We hope,
this year to see a large and influential rep-
resentation. There.are various questions
which may come up for consideratiou onm
which the opinions of teachers might fairly
be entitled to great weight.

Ist. Revision of Text Books.—There is no
othermatter on whichthe teacher ought tobe
more competent to express an opinion than
on the question of Text Books. He who
daily uses an. implement ought to be the
best judge of its merits or defscts. The
teacher who daily endeavors to unfold



104 THE ONTARIO TEACHER.

the mind rationally, and according to
natural Jaws of development,ought certainly
to be the best judge of the means afforded
him for that purpose. If the gradations in
our‘readers are not sufficiently easy—if the
matter is too complex or the style too
labored and stiff—none can so soon see the
effect of this as the teacher, and none so
competent to substitute something else
better adapted for its designed purpose.

It is admitted on all hands that sdme
change should be effected in the matter of
text books. Our readers ae not what
they ought to be. They neither serve for
historical nor lterary purposes. In fact,
many of them are so thoroughly distaste-
ful both to teachers and scholars, that it
requires more than ordinary self-denial
either to teach, or to study them. There is
no reason then why a change should be
much longer delayed. Every day spent in
working with bad implements of labor is
time partially wasted. The objection to
our readers apply equally to our Geography,
Grammar, and Canadian History, The
latter is so particularly bad, that nothing
but the direct necessity would ever induce
any pupil to read it even once, With such
a text book we must forever despair of
instructing young Canadians even in the
rudiments of Canadian History.

We would like very much to see the
Provincial Association take up the text
book question with some vigor. The De-
partment caunnot be expected to move much
faster than it is urged by public pressure
from without. It has in former years paid
considerable deference to the opinion of
the Association. If the representation is
large, and the Association as influential in
point of numbers and talent as it ought to
_be, there is do doubt but its suggestions
will be regarded as the matured opinions of
the country expressed by those most anxious
to advance its educational interests.

2nd. Progamme of Studies—There is no

N

doubt but the “ Programme of studies ” ar-
ranged by the Council of Public Instruction
five years ago, needs revision. The schools
of Ontario are of two kinds—rural and
towa or city schools. While in its leading
features the course of study in each should
be similar, yet such is the differerce in the
circumstances of the two classes of pupils
attending these schools that the same
course of study, may noé suit both equally
as well. The attendance at raral schools is
more irregular and fluctuating, the educa-
tion which the majority of farmers seek for
their childien is less varied, and the time
more limited during which they allow their
children to attend school. It is of con-
siderable importance that the greater part
of that time should be devoted to essentiai
branches.  Besides, greater elasticity is
required in a programme for rural schools
than is now allowed. It is absolutely im-
possible to get many of the larger boys
who attend school only the winter months
to take up every subject in the curriculum,
They simply wish to improve their know-
ledge in a few subjecis--- they cannot afford
the time to take a full course—it is not
desirable in their case that they should do
so. Then why not make provision,for such
exceptional cases, subject of course-to the
will of the Inspector or Trustees.

3rd. Counly Instilutes— It has long
been the desire of the Chief Superintendent
to establish County Iastitutes. No person
who feels the necessity for a closer bond of
union between teachers and for a higher
standard of professional skill, but will admit
their importance. They have been already
tried in several States of the neighbor-
ing Republic with marked success. Their
establishment in Ontario would, we have
no doubt, be an era in our educational his-
tory. In the absence of better facilities for
tiaining teachers, they would to a. certain
extent compensate for the deficiency ex-
isting in this respect. Were this subject

P

Tl

spe
taki
mel
Nos
the

on !
that
pres
have
perfi
tem
soch:
posit



» ar-

ction
200ls
and
ding
would
1 the
upils
same
ually
dls is
luca-
¢ for
time
their
con-
part
atiai
'y is
ools
im-
0ys
aths
um.
1ow-
ford
not
do
nch
the

ong
fent
son
{ of
‘her
mit
ady
101-
\eir
ive
2is-
for
ain
ex-
ect

CONTIRIBUTIONS. 195

—— s+ ———_—— - ——

urged ypon the government by the Pro-
vincial Association, we venture to say they
would be established at an early day.

qth. Zeachers Certificales. — We have
already called attention to the very unsatis-
factory results arising from the present
mode of awarding certificates.  Third
Class Certificates expire at the close of three
years, and the places occupied by them are
filled by others of the same grade, but by
persons wanting entirely in experience.
Some remedy should be provided for this
defect. Third Class Certificates should be
renewable for an additional pariod of three
years, morec or less, on re-examination ;
with this difference, that a higher percent-
age, say 8o per cent. should be required
the second time. By this means a reason-
able pressure might be brought to bear
upon teachers, to keep up their studies and
the public would not lose the benefit of any
experience, which might be gained by their
three years probation.

As an incentive to Boards of Trustees to

engage teachers of an advanced grade a
bonus of, say $25 for Second Class Teach
ets, and $50 for First Class, might be given
to sections employing teachers of these
grades,over and above the amount to which
they were entitled on the basis of average
attendance. This would almost effectually
close the market against teachers of low
grades, and place a premium upon the
service of those who, by their applicatlon to
study, had fitted themselves for deserving a
higher remuneration for their services.
These and kindred subjects might well
cccupy the attention of the Association for
several days. That the dizcussion might be
full and thorough, it is important that the
attendance should be large and influential.
We trust the teachers and inspectors
throughout the Province, will avail them-
selves of the opportunity presented at the
next meeting of the Association, to give an
impetus to the cause of popular education
in Ontario.

THE OTTAWA NORMAL SCHOOL APPOINTMENTS, AND DISCUSSIONS
THEREON AT THE OTTAWA TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION.

BY A

The Ottawa Teachers’ Association, at a
special meeting, “ called for the purpose of
taking into consideration the recent appoint-
ments to the staff of teachers for the new
Normal School” passed four resolutions ;
the 1st, deprecating  appointments made
on sectanan grounds, ” coupled with “fears
that this had been done”; the 2nd, ex-
pressing an opinion, that no master should
have been chosen, unless “ known to be in
perfect sympathy with the Educational sys-
tem of Ontario ” ; the 3rd, “that this As-
sociation think that any person holding a

position as mastet or principal of an On-

B C.

tario Normat School, should have a degree
from a University of good standing in her
Majesty’s Dominions,and thorough acquain-
tance with the public school system of this
Province ; and further, that it would be
highly desirable, that those who are to fit
otbers to obtain first-class Provincial certifi-
cates, should have shewn their ability to
obtain a similar certificate of the highest
grade.” The 4th regrets “ that out of the
large number of successful educators in On-
tario, a gentleman of sufficient ability could
not be found to fill the position of Principal
of the Ottawa Normal School.”
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Cordially agreeing with the 1st and 4th
resolutions, we demur to the 2nd, and con-
fess to an entire disagreement with the
first part of the 3rd, though we willingly
endorse the second clause of that resolution.

The best educators in tlis Province are
far from being “in gerfect sympathy ” with
a system “which embraces so many objec-
tionable features as the school law and
regulations of Ontario, and which are the
subjects of constant ridicule in the columns
of the press. Do teachers generally approve
of the * Programme ” holus bolus? nay !
then they are not in “perfect sympathy ”
thémselves. Do they like being compelled
fo contribute to the superannuated fund?

‘Do they admire the union of High and
Public Schools ?  Are they deeply in love
with the * entrance examination ” tests for
<hildren, exacting higher returns than those
demnanded from teachers? Do they ap-
prove of the apportionment of che public
funds, at the rate of one dollar per head
to the people’s colleges, and sixteen dollars
per head to the high schools, the chief part
of whose students seldom master the five
declensions ? Nay ! then 1t is evident,
that “perfect sympathy ” with our vaunted
. educational system is the exeption, and not
the rule,and yet the second resolution of the
Ottawa Teachers’ Association 1equires from
professors in our Normal School that fealty,
which the generaiity of teachers with-heold.

The two clauses of the third resolution
disagree, for where are University graduates
to be found possessed of a #orough
acquaintance with the public school system
of this Province, who have also obtained

1st Class Grade A Provincial Certificates ?
There are a very few such men in Ontario,
but they may be reckoned, on the fingers,
-and none of them were candidates.

But the principal objection to the third
resolution lies in the fact, that no degree,
or certificate can.confer either the adminis-
trative faculty, or the power of imparting
instiuction, nor the demonstrative nor the

-they arg incompetent to fill.

inductive faculty, all of which qualifications
are greatly needed by Normal School Pro-
fessors.

The two best masters, that werz ever on
the Toronto Normal School staff, (Messrs.
Robertson & Hind,) did not hold degrees
when appointed, nor for years subsequent.
It 1s well known that a degree may mean
any*uing, or nothing, depending in some
measure on the character of thz mint frow
which it is issued, and even then, all Uni-
versities have gems of the first water in pos-
session of their diplomas.

Patient-less M. D.’s abound in Ontario,
whose medical knowledge is co-extensive
with their scholastic ~attainments, who
nevertheless are legally eligible for positions,
Others hold-
ing degrees, which are merely honorary,
have occupied ‘‘the chief seats in our
synagogues,” and we remember on one
occasion seeing a parchment, bearing the
honored signature of the distinguished
Horace Mann, conferring the degree of
M.A. on a gentleman, who subsequently
taught one of our Grammar Schools,
and who had never studied classics, ye:
singular to relate the impostor was never
detected, but on the contrary was esteemed
by trustees and patrons as something exira.

Many again purchase their diplomas, and
to such an extent has this been carried,that
the Hon. Robert C. Schenck, American
Minister at London, blushing for his coun-
try, has deemed it necessary to address the
public, through the medium of the TZames
to expose, what he terms, “a systematic
fraud,” and appends the following note to
his communication :—

ExecuTivE CHAMBER, HHARRISBURG,
Pennsylvania, Oct. 12, 875.

“S1r,—I have thy honor to acknowledge

your letter of October 1st, making inquiry

in reference to an alleged institution with

the title of ° Philadelphia University of

Medicine and Surgery.” There is no insti-
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tution known as such. The charter of n
ipstitution by the corporate name of the
¢ Philadelphia University or Amervican
College of Medicine, was revoked Ly the
Legislature of this state in 1872, for the
issue and sale of diplomas fo persons not
gualified to receive the same.
Respecfully Yours,
J. T. HARTRANFT.”
“ Hon. HamiLTON FISH,
Sec. of State, Washington, D.C.”

It is well known that some of these
spurious degrees are held in Canada, by
disciples of Esculapius, who upon payment
of fees, and after an extensive collegiate
course of six weeks,received the merited dis-
tinction, and in one instance that came to
our knowledge, accompanied by the offer,
“that for another hundred dollars the
degree of M.R.C.S. Eainburgh, would be
bestowed,” but poverty prevented the at-
tainment of the second lonors. 1t now
appears that these Philadelphia degrees are
being offered for sale in Germany, and that
the Government intend taking actior, as no
quacks are wanted there. Would it not
be advisable to compel all persons holding
degrees, when attaching the cabalistic M. A.
or M.D. to their signatures, to add at the
same time the name or initials of the Uni-
versity at which it was obtained. Thus we
frequently see M.A. Cambridge, B.A. Ox-
ford, ‘and M.D. M.R.C.S., London, be
cause it is considered an honor to be
graduates of such well known institutions.
Why not cause the practice to be universal,
in order that some idea may be formed of
the merits of the graduate, and as we now
easily distinguish between an Italian
Count, and an English noblernan, so we

°

as readily discriminate between R. Civis,
M. D.. McGill College, M.R.C.S. London,
and R. Civis, Eclectic, M. D. Philadelphia,
Unwversity.

No candidate however, for a Normal
School Mastership should be ostracised,
simply because his degree is not “ from a
University of good standing in Her Majesty’s
Dominions.” Surely Yale and Harvard
degrees will rank fully as high, as those of
Albert University, Belleville, or those of
Bishoo’s College, Lennoxville. ¢ Palmans
qui meruit ferat”’

But recently, ever at Ottawa, a Rev.ang

and an M.A. has been convicted of furnish-

ing the answers in Arithmetic, Algebra, and
Natural Philosophy, to candidates for
Second Class Certificates, and it further
appears that a certain lady, whose answers
were deemed so superlatively excellent,.and..
as worthy to be published in the Journal of
Education, who obtained a First Class

Grade A, Certificate, was allowed to see

the questions, prior to the examination,and
to cap the climax, as if to furnish a striking
proof of the folly of “competitive examina-
tions,”actually succeeded in carrying off one
of the medals, and “if thev do these

things in a green tree, what shall be done
in the dry?”

Well may the Globe remark, *thatin so
far as our system of education is made..
competitive, it is made wunphilosophical in
theory, and ruinous in practice”

So much for the degree argument of the
Ottawa Teachers’ Association, to whom
we specially commend the forgoing
strictures. :
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SELECTIONS.

RANDOM THOUGHTS ON ASTRONOMY.

‘What a magnificent scene would we be-
hold could we view the universe as it is !
Let the limits of our vision be evtended till
we could look over the whole creation, and
let us be endowed with a faculty to compre-
hend the vastness of the mi;hty orbs that
whirl around us, and to measure and under-
stand the immense distances which sepa-
rate us from them, and them from one
another, and what a panorama of glittering
worlds—what a scene of awful grandeur and
sublimity would be presented to our view !

But even the imagination becomes be-
wildered, and as utterly and hopelessly
fails to comprehend the immensity of crea-
tion, as it does to touch the confines of
space or eternity.

And how miserably do _figures succeed in
giving us an adequate idea of the magni-
tude or distances they are employed to
represent in astrononiy ! How meaning-
less to us are the enormous numbers
which indicate the weight in tons ot some
vast sphere, or the distance in miles from
the solar system to some of its neighboring
systems !

“ How far is it to the sun ?” we ask the
astronomer, and he tells us that it is zénety:
one million five hwn.rcd thousand miles.
“ And how far to the pole star?” “ Not
less than Zwo Aundred cighty-five trillion of
miles.” Now the first idea that strikesus 1s
. dhat it is @ great deal farther to Polaris than
2 the sun ; but Low muck facther, we have
not the slightest conception.

Indeed, so vague are our conceptions of
aumbers above millions or billions that the
impressiou upon the mind would scarcely
have been more forcible had we Dbeen told
that the distance is two hundred and eighty
five quintillions, instead of so many #rillions
of nailes; orat least it would seem greater
only in about the proportion of five to three,
while the real difference of these numbers
is as 100,000 to 1.

A railway train travelling day and night
at the rate of fifty miles an hour, without

making any stoppages,would run from New
York to San Francisco in sixty-six hours,or
less than three days. At the same rate it

would ruake the circuit of the earth at the.

equator in a little less than twenty-one days;
and should it then leave the earth en 7oure
for the sun, it would arrive at the solar
station in 76,250 days more, or about 209
years; but to reach Polaris, it would
require no less than 636,600,000 years.
Had Adam taken passage in such a train,
moved on at the above rate without a single
pause until the present time, less than the

3o part of his journey would now be ac-
complished. And had Eve started at the
same time upon a tour around the earth,
travelling just fast enough to finish her
journey by the time Adam reached Polaris,
she would now have travelled Zess t/zan e
quarter of a mile.

Even light, vhich moves with the fearful
velocity of 183,000 miles per second, re-
quiring but eight and a quarter minutes to
pass from the sun to the earth, is nearly
%f%y years in crossing this vast chasm.

The time required for the light of the
nearest fixed star to reach the earth is about
three years and nine months ; while that of
some of the farther visible to the naked eye
requires 125. Over what an infinite ex-
panse must the eye wander, as we- gaze at
the starry heavens on a clear night !

And yet the number of stars visible to
the unaided eye is but a handful of sand
scattered upon the sea-shore when compar-
ed with the myriads revealed by the teles-
cope, to say nothing of the countless naulti-
tudes so inconceivably distant as to appear
as ‘“mere fleecy whiteness” in the. most
powerful instruments.

The Galaxy or ¢ Milky Way” (to which
our sun and system belongs) is said to con-
tain alone upward of Zwenty-one millions of
stars ; and these stars are swzs,and we may
reasonably suppose each to be surrounded
by a retinue of worlds like those attendant
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upon our sun. What an innumerable num-

ber of minor worlds must then exist ! And

as the mind labors to comprehend the ex-

tent of the magnificent scene, what eager

questionings crowd upon us ! Are all those

‘worlds inhabited + Do living, thinking

Deings dwell upon them. If so, ~
€ .—- Do they bear

The stamp of human nature? Or has God

Peopled these purer realms with lovelier forms

And more celestial miads ? Does Innocence
Still wear her native and untainted bloom ¢

¢ Has War trod o'er them with his foot of fire ?
And Slavery forged his chains ; and Wrath, and

ate,
And sordid Sclfishness, and cruel Lust
Lenguedltheit base Lands to tread out light and
truth
And scatter woe where heaven had planted jey?
Or ave they yet ull paradise, unfallen
And uncorrupt ? existence one long joy,
Without disease upoun he frame, or sin
Upon the lteart, or weariness of life ;
Hope never quenched, and age unknown
And death unfeared ; while fresh and fadeless youth
Glows in the light from God's near throne of love?”

But the imagination only wearies itself in
its attempts to solve the mysterious prob-
lems, and we cannot fail to be impressed
with the utier insignificance of man, and
omnipotence of him who

¢¢ Summons into being with like ease

A whole creation and a single grain,”
and we are led to exclaim with the
Psalmist—* When I consider thy heavens,
the work of thy fingers, the moon and
stars which thou hast ordained ; what is
man that thou are mindful of him? and the
sun of man that thou visitest him?

But while we marvel at the swblime and
infinite, we cannot fail to be delighted with |
the deaunty and harmony everywhere dis-
played in the celestial regions. '

What ideal scene of majestic beauty can
surpass that presented by the solar system,
could we view itas a whole !

Blazing out from the centre and illumi-
nating the whole grand spectacle, a fiery
globe 800,000 miles in diameter, and flying
around this with inconceivable velocity, the
planets, each at the same time whirling

upon its own axis, and carrying with them

their satellites which also revolve about
them as they revolve about the. central
sphere ; the comets, with their long fiery
trains, sweeping up till they almost graze
the sun, and then speeding away again in
their long elliptical orbits, crossing the
path of the planets and darting out into. the
profound depths of space till they seem
lost in the trackless waste of ether ; neteors
and shooting-stars darting hither and thither
and finally the whole system itself in mo-
tion, plunging throngh space with a velocity
of more than 17,000 miles per hour, yet
with every orb moving with the utmost
precision and regularity, would indeed be a
scene of grandeur surpassing anything of
which we are to conceive.

Or consider the effects which must be
producec in some of those systems having
colored suns. 'Take, for example, a planet
revolving about Psi Cassiopice. This is a
triple star, consisting of a red, a blue, and
a green sun. Imagine a world bathed in
soft-blue sunshine one day, the next emer-
ald green, and this succeeded by a fiery-red
day. Or think of the beautiful phenomenon
of a bright-green sun just rising to view,

while another blood-red or violet-blue one .

is sinking beyond the opposite horizon.

Many of the star-clusters and nebule
present to the astronomer the most beauti-
ful and pleasing pictures. A cluster in
Toucan is described as being ¢ compact
andof an orangered color at the centre,
while the exterior is composedof pure white
stars,making a border of exquisite contrast,”
In the Southern Cross is a group of over
a hundred stars of various colors, looking
upon which, says Herschel, is “ like gazing
into a casket of precious gems.”

Indeed the whole beavens, viewed from
certain stand-points, would appear to flash
with jewels of every conceivable hue ; and
throughout the universe we meet with
objects and scenes which evince the same
Divine love of the beautiful which we be-
hold in the painting of the delicate petals
of summer flower, and the rich tints and
graceful arch of the rainbow.— Chauncey C.
Fencks. ‘
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INSTRUCTION =»s EDUCATION.

There is a vast difference between a cis-
tern and a fountain. The one simply col-
lects, and retains ; the other receives, and
dispenses.  This 1llustration, trite though it
is, fails to indicate the full distinction be-
tween the effects of instruction and of
education. Itis worth something,however.
The water which enters into a cistern does
it no good. There is no power of assimila-
tion in the smooth, impervious coat of plas-
ter, but it can hold fast what comes in and
keep it for the man who will thrust in the
pump and lift up the soft, cleansing waters.
The fountain also is but a pipe and lets the
force of a reservoir, hidden away on the dis-
taat hills, pass through it and toss high
into air the sparking stream. Both the re-
sérvoir and the fountain are passive, yet
they serve a purpose; the one holds and
the other transmits.

Notice the application. The mind s
neither a cistern nor a fountain. It is not
a good reservoir nor a perfect conduit. ‘We
must reach out for a broader, profounder
fact to illustrate the operations of the mind.
It hasa power of assimilation, and so modi-
fies even when it does not appropriate, It
is a machine which works on chemical
principles, forming new compornds entirely
uulike the elements which it uses. Noth-
mg can come from the mind quite as it went
in. There is a color, a flavor, imparted at
once ; and, in tlme, a complete transforma-
tion. The brain is a sort of spirtualized
stomach. The process of mental appro-
priation is very like that of digestion where
bread, butter and beef are changed into
bone, flesh and hair, and are no lohger to
be recognized or claimed by their original
owners. As food lying in the system and
resisting the action of the gastric juice and
the bile, becomes a torment, and every
organ of the body cries out against its pres-
ence, so undlgested knowledge clogs the
brain, checks its processes and calls for a
mental purge. In fact, however, the em-
barrassment rarely reaches this issue. The
mind generally rejects directly what it does
not want or cannot assimilate. At the best,
by our positive -order, it will only lay
superfluous material aside, under the care

of the memory, to be used at another time.

What the mind has appropriated by the
actlons of its own powers is its permanent
possesswn No other ideas ever become
one’s mental property. Every teacher is
familiar with illustrations of this fact. A boy
will remember his own translation of a pas-
sage in Latin even though it has been
shown to be incorrect. The true render-
ing in class, received with no effort, may be
accepted but will not be retained, and on
examination, the old, faulty translation,
supposed to have been long forgotten, will
often come to the surface,to the amazement
of both pupil and instructos.

Knowledge which costs nothing, which is

not born of the travail of the soul, is fleet-
ing and unprofitable. Explain a point to
a class, be it never so clearly ; impart infor-
mation even of the most interesting and
valuable character ; and, if it be not fasten-
ed in the mind of the pupil, be not digested
and. assimilated by a subsequent mental
operation, it will soon pass sway. Grad
grind may fill the little pitchers ranged
before him full to overflowing, but they will
not hold water. Hereis the great benefit
of class-drill and reviews. They force the
mind to appropriate knowledge, and so re-
tain what else would be suffered to escape.

Where pupils are advanced in years and
have formed habits of study, they will make
the necessary effort to convert into mental
bone and sinew any literary banquet to
which they may be invited. Hence with
such scholars the lecture system avails, and
facts imparted 1n class are carefully treas-
ured up for use.

Again, the eager inquiries of young child-
ren and of thoughtful pupils may be answer-
ed to advantage, because the very question
indicates that the mind is in a receptive
state, and its tentacles, su to speak, are all
thrust out quivering with expectancy. to
grasp a morsel of food. Itis also the duty
of the teacher to excite the mental appetite;
to display tempting viands in order to
stimulate the intellectual processes; to
flavor the solid dishes of a dull lesson ; and
so induve his pupils to love their work. The
recitation should be made interesting and
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pleasant by anecdote and ilustration, by
the play of fancy and yvit, and by every art
and device which can be drawn from an
exhaustless store-house of knowledge and
ingenuity.

Still, holding all this, it seetos to me
that the use of instruction even in these
cases is subsidiary. The end is not so much
to impart information as to awsken thought.
Experience teaches me more and more,that
the great object of all primary and interme-
diate teaching is notézstruction but education.
The acquisition of knowledge is desirable
and essentizl, yet it is not to be compared
with the training and discipline of the
mental powers. The knowledge gained in
school soon becomes dim and vague, and
much of it is entirely forgotten. But the
intellectual vigor and acumen, the ability
of using the mind, the habits of thought
and work acquired,-—all these are perman-
ent. They form a capital stock available
in any kind of business or any mode of
life. Zhinking, vot knowing, is the high
aim of the trainer—for so I would style the
teacher. How to use books, how to get
information, how to study, how to detect
truth from falsehood, how to sort out facts
and use them to advantage, how to think
and then how to express one’s thoughts—-
these once acquired, all else is easy and
only a question of time.

Teaching that does not act on the mind
as compost to stimulate growth, is of little
worth. The value of a school to a child is
to be estimated by the amount of intellec-
tual development he can make in it within
a given time; not by the elegance of its
appointments, the acquirements of its tea-
chers, nor the perfection of its recitations.
The market-price of a tree is not to be
calculated by the richness of the soil in
which it stands, but from the quantity it
has taken up by its roots, assimilated to
itself and transformed into woody fiber—
trunk, wood and leaf.

The Germans seem to me to have grasp-
ed the right idea when they named their
High: School,as we should call it, a GyMNa-
stum. It is a place to train and discipline;
to develop the latent powers of the soul:
in a word, to make mental muscle. Intel-
lectual athletes go out of such schools to
contend for the mastery on every arena of
thought.

In this connection one conclusion, at

least, naturally follows in the argument. An
examination fails which tests the pupil’s
knowledge merely. That is the lowest
element of his school attainments, and
should be made of the least importance. To
place it first, as is so ofter done, is to exag-
gerate its importance and so misguide
the enerjies of scholar and teacher. The
examination should ke mainly a trial of the
pupil’s ability to 2 somthing, not to remen-
fer something. True, all intelligent action
is based on knowledge. A mill cannot
grind unless there is a grist. Yet, the
knowledge is ta Lie considered merely as a
means, not an end. If this were so, I
apprehend there would not be so many
brilliant scholars who are never heard of
after graduation. An examination which
can be passed by the “cramming ” process
is 2 sham and a shame.

So averse are the German educators to
any special preparation, that they are very
loath to admit a young man to the Univer-
sity unless he has gone through the full
course of the Gymnasium. For thus alone,
say they, can he reach that * orderly de-
velopment of his faculties,” which they
desire. The instructions to the examiners
declare that the ‘““total cultivation,” nof
the * total attainments,” of the candidate
is to be considered ; “that the questions
are to be such as a scholar of fair ability
and proper ditizence may come to with a
quiet mind and without a painful prepara-
tory effort tending to relaxation and torpor
when the strain is over; that the instruc-
tions in class should never degenerate into
amere preparation for the examination ;
and that every effort should be thade to see
that the pupil is coming steadily to the ful-
ness of the measure of his powers and
character, and that he is not bewildered by
a mass of knowledge hastily heaped to-
gether”  Accordingly, the passages trans-
lated from Latin and Greek are never those
which have been read in class, though of
similar character. Time iz taken .for
thought. A full week is given to the.
written examinations alone. At the
close, the pupil is pronounced, reif or
unreif, i.e., ripe or unripe, matured or umn-
matured. These words are susceptible of
a wide application. They express the true
idea of education ; to MATURE THE MIND,
to RIPEN THE CHARACTER.—F. D. Steele, irn
National. Teachers' Monthly.
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THE IDEAL SCHOOL MA’AM.

The Ideal School Ma’am is youthful and
pretty. Mind you, it is not said young and
handsome, but youthful and pretty. The
choice of adjectives allows for a difference
of several years in point of age and of
many degrees inspoint of beauty. She has
the air and carriage and vivacity and win-
ning ways which belong only to the spring-
time of life, or to that continued beyond its
natural duration by the happy influence of
2 suony disposition and a kind heart. Tle
bright eye and the carnation of the cheek,
and the curling lock or at least the wavy
hair, and the cherry lips,and the bewitching
smile, and all that, are hers by traditional
and indefeasible right.

The Ideal School Ma’sm is prim and
tidy. All about her personal appearance
betokens the care she bestows on little mat-
ters of dress, color, arrangement, and gen-
~tal fitness of thines. ¢ The stitch in time”
is always taken ; no ragged ends or ravel-
lings, or pmned up rents, or holes undarn-
ed, or buttons dangling are visible to the
sharpest eye; from head to foot, sun bon-
net and boots included, she is trim and
taut.  Of this she is slightly conscious, too.
She knows she will bear inspection, and she
rather challenges it ; at least, she does not
evade it. Part of her conscious, and sub-
conscious, equipment and arrangement is
this “ fitness to be seen.” She weuld not
be at home without it. This reveals hex as
probable mistress of i.e book and ferrule,
or their modern substitutes. By reason of
this, in part, “ far off her coming shines”
in the morning, or when school is dismis-
sed, or when she walks abroad.

She has a proper and good,
slightly peculiar, way of speahing.
hardly be called a dialect; it is not pro-
pounced enough for that. Still it is a little
different from the mode of speeck of other
intelligent folk. She is more careful about
pronunciation ; she has some words not in
compmon use ; she gives her sentences an
attractive emphasis and construction ; and
uses tones and cadences which pleasantly
remind you that she means to set agood
example even if yox do not follow it, and
that she has had a be*ter education and
reads more and higher books than the rest.

though
It can

She never means to offend or even to cau-

tion you by this, but she cannot allow any
compromise about it, and keeps all at just
a little distance by her manifest superiority
and slight exclusiveness in this regard. It
is a very delicate, constant, swi generis,
charactenistic of the ideal school ma’am,
this usage of the vernacular.

She believes in learning, also, and in
both senses ot the word, the active and the
passive. To be a scholar and to make
scholars of others, is her high ambition.
She sees men and women of renown in her
boys and girls. They are to-grow up wise
and good and great, and to this end they
must be diligent and well-behaved after the
most approved patterns now. They must
lay the foundation in the rudiments, and
learn gbod habits and practice what they
learn, Leammgmher mind is a sacred
thing ; it meais a great wealth of posses-
sion; it is the best possessmn any can
have ; « its price is above rubies.” .There-
fore, her pupils must have learning ; they
must value 1t for its owa sake, as much as
for its rewaras. Hex own estimate of its
worth is very high. at:d toward her ideal she
continually spurs her pupils. She thus
magnifiss her ealling, aud not for any per-
sonal advantage she seeks, but because of
its inherent greatness. There is always a
flavor of, at least an ambition toward,
scholarship, a suggestion and intimation of
higher and better things beyond in all she
does and conceives. £he has favorite
authors and uses them ; she is fond of lec-
tures, and criticises sermons; she has
interest in literary men and in college
graduates ; she has aspirations after a
somewhat vague but very attractive ideal,
and when she cannot follow with under-
standing she can at least gaze with admira-
tion. She thoroughly believes in colleges
and higher education for women, and
wishes s/¢ had graduated, or fully means to
do s0. This air and suggestion or being a
conscious part of the great world of letters
she carries with both pride and modesty.

The Ideal School Ma’am, once again, is
a lady in manners. She would be ashamed
to befany other, for both her own sake and
her school’s, In the family and in school
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and in public she observes all the proprie-
ties, without varying on the one side toward
set formalities or designed fussiness, or on
the other side towards loudness or mascu-
linity, though they may -be ever so much
the ways of the hour. You can take no
liberties of speech with her; loose and
trifling talk, or scandal and common gossip
she sheds, as a roof does water. You must
respect her quiet dignity combined with
never-failing gentleness, and you can never
disregard her genuine but inoffensive self-
assertion,while you are constantly attracted
and held by that indefinable charm and
grace which distinguish her as one used to
command by her manifest power to lead.
Tinally, she has not one gift too precious
or one talent too shining for use in her
school. All her knowledge and tact and
time and energy are at its service. She
grudges-no pains and spares no effort to
teach all, and specially those who most
need teaching. The dull are rot hopeless,
nor are the bright too quick to need her
care.—School is her busincss, and that

conscientiously ; more than this, school is
her kingdom and her opportunity., She is
impatient of any but the best results ; the
teachings of experi2nce and the promptings
of a willing mind combine to improve het
skill and to increase her power. She isone
among ten thousand in her devotion and
fidelity.

Were there ever such teachers? Ves.
This is not a fancy sketch ; it isa portrait.
One such, at least, is dear to memory. All
this she wasand more. Pure, gentle, good
and wise, she was acknowledged queen in
her country school ; bare-footed boys and
girls sat at her feetand paid her the hom-
age of obedience and love and trust.
Happy was the urchin who. found the ficst
wild rose, or columbine, or lily, to put on
her desk ; and thrice happy was she when
any mastered a difficulty or resisted a temp-
tation. Thou shouldst be living at this
hour, for many a school hath need of thee.
—Cato, iIn New York State Educational
Fournal.

MANNERS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

A little work by A. M. Gow, entitled
“ Good Morals and Gentle Manners,” re-
cently published, has awakened a new
interest in the subject of manners in the
public school. In accepting the invitation
of your Superintendent to lecture upon this
topic, I think I should have made it a con-
dition that he select one of the most accom-
plished gentlemen or ladies to come up -on
the platform and illustrate the subject so
that it conld have been presented in the
concrete form of object lessons. In ancicnt
times, it is said,it took two persons to make
a speech—one to speak the words and an-
other to make the gestures ; and in speak-
ing upon this subject, it might be well for
us to imitate the ancients by having some
one to illustrate as I describe. I shall
speak of the neglect of this culture, and
the importance of this culture, and
the duties of teachers in this respect.

158, Negleet of the Culture of Manners in
Lublic Schools.—There is, at the present

day, a general neglect of the culture of
manners in our public schools. The old
teachers were much more particular in this
regard than we are. Pupils were required
to make a how upon entering or leaving
school, to salute strangers along the road,
etc. No disrespect was allowed—no
“ how are you, old fellow ?” was heard on
the way to or from school. The same, I
fear, cannot be said of the teachers of the
present time. We teach arithmetic and
grammar better than the old teachers, but
are not so patticular about the behavior of
the pupils. This is, perhaps, partly the re-
sult of our having so many young teachers
in the public schools, and partly owing to
the “Young America ” spirit of indepen-
dence which characterizes the age.

The result of this neglect is shown-by an
eicment of rudeness in society. Whatever
we want to appear in social life, we must put
into the public school; and American
society Teflect the inattention to * gentle
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manners”’ in the school. This rudeness
has been noticed and criticised by foreign
travellers and writers, Walter Scott com-
plains of the .nanners, peculiar to the
American people. Dickens ridiculed us so
severely as to :ncasion a bitter prejudice in
this countryy against him ; and yet lLis
satires were hardly beyond the truth. Why,
even the peasantry of the old country are
more pohte than the average American.
The ignorant Irishman from the bogs of
*“ould Ireland” makes a better bow than
many a wealthy man for whom he labors ;
and some Irish servanfs could give their
wealthy mistresses a valuable lesson in
grace of manner and politeness of behavior.

II.  Dmportance of this Culture—This
culture, though neglected and apparently
unappreciated in this country, would be of
great value to our pupils. It would contri-
bute largely to their success in life. A
man’s success depends, to a great extent,
upon his behavior—that is, upon the man-
ner in which he acts towards his fellow
man. Talent is not sufficient: manners
are often worth more than brains, I
knew a lawyer, a man of sterling worth,
profoundly read in the law, whose judg-
inent was often sought by his fellow mem-
bers of the bar ; and yet, on account of a
rough exterior, blunt and uncouth manbers,
he never rose to that eminent position ip
his profession which his eminent talents en
titled him to occupy. I have known per-
sons rise to eminence who were not speci-
ally gifted intellectually, but who won con-
fidence and popular esteem by their polite-
ness and gentleness of behavior. Some of
the most influential women I have known
werenot so much distinguished for th:ir
beauty as for their grace. Many persons
went to hear Nilsson, and were so charmed
by her gracefulness ¢f manner that they
thought her voice equal to Parepa’s. They
were fascinated with what they saw, and
supposed that the charm was in what they
heard. The Grand Duke Alexis, in his
two years’ dream of wedded bliss, from
which he has been recently awakened
by the divorce insisted upon by the Cazar,
was captivated not by a beautiful face, but
by that indescribable grace of manner
which is so attractive to all.

Manners have an influence on morals
also. Itistrue that manners and morals
are not identiral. Manness spring from

the idea of the fit and beautiful, and morals
from the idea of the right. But we are
so constitutzd that good manners lead to
good morals. ¢ Bad manners,” says a cer-
tain writer, “ are a species of bad morals.”
Horace Mann says that “ manners easily
and rapidly matuce into morals.” Rude
actions lead to rude werds and wicked
deeds. Let a young man act low,and he will
feel base. Wash a dirty boy,and you make
him actas well as look better: give him
clean hands, and you purify his feelings and
motives. Give an Indian sorp, and you
begin to civilize him: give bis squaw or
daughter a comb and show her how to use
it, and she will soon need a looking-glass
and the other refinements of her more high-
ly cultivated sister of civilized life. If we
can make Aw 2tican youta gentlemanly in
deportment, we stall not ha~e much diffi-
culty in leading thers to ‘w.come .irtuous
citizens. Thus gentle manners may be re-
garded as the pathway to good morals,

277, The Teacher’s Dufy.—The teacher
has a responsibility in this regard not fully
appreciated. I koow that the t.'cher can
not do everything. This culture should
begin at, home. Parents have their work
to perfoim in this matter of behavior—a
duty which is too often neglected. Boys
come to school uncouth and ill-mannered,
because they have not been taught good
manners at home. Some are naturally i}l
behaved and clownish, no matter how care-
fully they have been trained. Manners,
like royalty, are partly in the blood. King
James's reply to his old nurse, who asked
him to make her son a gentleman: «1I
could make your son a baromet, but no
power on earth could make. him a gentle-
man,” expresses a truth. Teachers, how-
ever can do much to counteract the influ-
ences of home, and improve the pupils in
this respect. They can teach them to be
respectful and civil. They can train them
to proper positions in siting, standing,
walking, etc. They can teach them to
keep the feet on the floor when they sit,
and mnot to put them upon berches or
chairs. Americans need to be tanght the
proper use of their feet, or at least too keep
them down in the proper sphere to which
they belong. The tendency to get them upin
the air on aline w'th their heads looks as if
they were afraid the'r brains were about to
run into their feet. A man ought to have
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brain: enough not to be afraid to keep his
feet where they beiong. Pupils should be
trained to stand with both feet on the floor,
properly inclined to each other, with hands
down by the side, and not in pockets or on
the hips. The habit of spitting, that vile
and disgusting practice of Americans, can
be prevented to a great evtent by proper
attention in our public schools. The spirit
of kindness, of unselfishness, of courtesy
and good will, can be cultivated, giving a
charm to social life greatly needed among
the people.

Teachers can do this by precept and by
example. The example of the teacher will
have its inflecence, The teacher should be
a model in behavior. Tne pupils will imi-
tate what they see, and the defects in the
teacher's conduct will be reflected in his
pupils.
pronunciation of Dionysius, one of his
early preceptors ; and the subsequent in-
structicus of Anstotle failed to eradicate
thece defects. I remember how, in my
schools, the peculiar gait of a young man
at school, arising from a slight lameness,
was copied by the youngér boys who
admired him. Be careful not to allow bad
habits to be contracted. Actions harden
into habits. There are those who find it
almost impossible to overcome the habit of
biting th< nails, picking the nose, etc,
acquired 1n early life.  Some writer tells of
a lawyer who, when a boy, practiced mov-
ing his nose to make his school-fellows
laugh, and who as an advocate often

Alexander copied the gait and |.

spoiled the effect of his most eloguent
speeches by the ludicrous wriggline of his
nose.

Lady teachers can do much in this res-
pect.  Their natural refinement especially
qualifies them to exert an influence on the
manners of their pupils. Aime-Martin
says, ‘ Whatever be the laws of a country,
y it is the women who give the direction to
its manners,” There was oncein my own
school a lady of such beautilul manners
that she left them in the imitations of
others as an inheritance among us. In
this I find one of the strongest arguments
in favor of female teachers in our public
schools. Every young woman in a public
school is so much refinement of manners
added to the social life of the next
-generation.

In conclusion, let me urge you to give
this subject more attention than it has
hitherto received. It will refine character,
add grace to our homes, remove many of
the discords of society, and attune it to
finer harmony. It will brighten and
strengthen the links of the chain of friend-
ship ; give dignity and grace to manhood
and womanhood ; and, In connection with,
a deep, underlymg punmple of integrity,
will add those finishing touches to the
fabric of society which will not only makc
the desert of our social life blossom like the
rose, bu. also bear fruit for the future in
the.golden harvest of a woble citizenship
and a refined manhood.—Z7r¢f. Edward

Brooks, in National Monthly.

ENDS OF A COURSE OF STUDY.

L4
1. To train and develop the senses, >0
that their action shall be exact, rapid and
forceful ; for as they are the mstruments
by whlch all things objective act upon the
mind, they must become trained experts in

2. As thiz training of the senses is not
for their own sake alone or chiefly, but for
the sake of the understanding to which
t 1ey minister, the mode of training should
be such as to quicken the perocption, in
“egard to the things observed, to stimulate

the imagination, to” induce comparison, to
enlist the memory, and awaken the under-
standing. It need ‘hardly be said- that the at-
titude of the training toward the pupil
should be such that, with the largest help-
fulness in unexplored fields, it should also
inspire in him the utmost self-reliance. His
knowledge should be continua\ly tested,lest
that which appears real 4nd permanent in
knowledge may prove only transient and
illusory.

- 3. From the very first the child should
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be encouraged and required, in some form,
to give expression to the knowledge he has
gained and to his thoughts concerning it.
This may be by spoken (and afterwards
by written) language, by drawing from na-
ture, and by the arts of music and elocu-
tion,

4. Every intellectual exercise, of what-
.ser kind,should seek the utmost accuracy.
Even in exercises upon the slate or paper,
or the blackboard, heedless indifference or
slovenly habit will certainly become the
fruitful source of a blundering and ineffec-
tive method in after life, orat least of much
chagrin and unnecessary toil.

5. Besides those exercises that are in
common for the entire class, every judicious
teacher will swudy the individual char-
acteristics of each pupi, ‘and adapt
his instruction to meet idiosyncrasies, re-
form vicious mental habits (often the result
of the surroundings of the home or’ the
street), and provide for special cases, in
which former training has been unskillful
or incomplete.

6. Class exercises should be brief, and
never continued when there is evidence, on
the part of any considerable number, of
weariness or ioattention. Of course, in this
it is not intendcd that in classes of some
advancement indolence is to be ovi tooked

or restraint put upon waywardness, indiffer-
ence, or perverseness. This belongs, per-
haps, to the matter of discipline.

7. The manner and spirit of the teacher,
and cven his unconscious mental habits,
idioms of speech and style, largely affect
the pupil. These should be not only un-
exceptionable, but models of propriety and
completeness.

8. It need hardly be said that earnest-
ness is among essentials, not only from a
law that is universal concerning effective-
ness in action, but that children always
enter with spirit into anything that has in-
terest to them, and are 1n manner what the
teacher is. By earnestness is pot meant
boisterousness, but simply that habit of
abstraction and concentration that ¢ puts
the whole heart ” into what we do.

9. We may note, in passing, a habit
largely prevalent in primary schools,of con-
cert recitation. This, when carried to any
length,ican not be too strongly condemned,
and when upon subjects that require judg-
ment or any form of reproduction, should
never beused. It may assist in commut-
ting a stanza that is to be sung as a class
exercise, but has little value except for
some such purpose. Even in committing
tables 1ts value is questionable.— iiew
York Schoo! Fournal.

THE NEW WAY TO STUDY HISTORY.

There are difficulties to be encountered in
every road, and especially in royal 10ads to
learning. "The following account of the
distressi ing defeat of the « Carthaginians ”
and the final discomfiture of the * Ro-
mans,” is from the Philadelphia Bulletin,
and purports to have occurred in the use of
a reformed method of studying history :

‘ Barnes, the schoolmaster in a subuar-
ban town, read in the Educational Monthly
that boys could be taught history better
than in any other way by letting each boy
i~ the class represent some historical char-
acter, and relate the acts of that character
as if he had done them himself. This
struck Barnes as a mighty good idea,and he
resolved to try it om. The schecol had

then progressed so far in its study of the
history of Rome as the Punic wars, and
Mr. Barnes immediately divided the boys
1to two parties, one Romans and the
other Carthaginians, and cegtain of the
boys were named after the leaders upon
both sides. All the boys thought it was &
big thing, and Barnes noticed that they
were so anxious to get to the history les-
son that they could hardly say their other
lessons properly.

“ When the time came, Bames ranged
the noble Romans upon one side of the
room and the Carthaginians on the other.
The recitation was very spirited, each party
telling about its deeds with extraordinary
unction. After a while Barnes asked a
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Roman to describe the battle of Canne.
Whereupon the Romans heaved their
copies of Wayland’s Moral Science at the
enemy. Then the Carthaginians made a
battering-ram out of a bench and jammed
it among the Romans, who retaliated with
a volley of books, slates, and chewed paper
balls. Barnes concluded that the battle of
Cannz had been illustrated sufficiently, and
he tried to stop it ; but the warriors con-
sidered it too good a thing to let drop, and
accordingly the Carthaginians sailed over
to the Romans with another battering ram
and thumped a couple of them in the
stomach.

« Then the Romans turned 1in, and the
fizht became general. A Carthaginian
would grasp a Roman by the hair, and
hustle him around over the desks in a man-
ner that was simply frightful to behold ;
and a Roman would give a fiendish whoop
and knock a Carthaginian over the head
with Greenleaf’s Arithmetic. Hannibal got
the head: of Scipio Africanus under his
arn,and Scipio,in his efforts to break away,
stumbled, and the two generals fell and had
a rough and-tumble-fight under the black-
board. Caius Gracchus tackled Hamilcar
with a ruler, and the latter, in his struggles
to get loose, fell against the stove and
knocked down about thirty feet of stove-

pipe.  Thereupon the Romans made a
grand rally, and in five minutes. they ran
the entire Carthaginian ‘army out of the
schoolroom, and Barnes along with it;
and then they lorked the door and began to
hunt up the apples and lunch in the desks
of the enemy. .

“ After consuming the supplies, they
went to the windows andmade disagreeable
remarks to the. Carthaginians, who were
standing in the yard, and dared old Barnes
to bring the foes into battle array. Then
Barnes went for a policeman, and when he
knocked at the door it was opened and ali
the Romans were found busily studying
their lessons. When Barnes came in with
the defeated troops he went for Scipio
Africanus, and pulling him out of his seat
by his ear, he thrashed that great iilitary
genius with a ratan until Scipio began to
cry, whereupon Barnes dropped him and
began to paddle Caius Gracchus. Then
things settled down in the old way, and
next morning Barnes announced that his-
tory in the future would be studied as it
always had been ; and he wrote a note to
thc Educational Monthly to say that in his
opinion the man who suggested the new
system ought to be led out and shot. The
boys do not now take as much interest in
Roman history as they did on that day.?

MY DULL SCHOLAR.

Not long since I read anm article in one cf
our magazines on the subject of common
school studies, which greatly pleased me.
By many the writer was doubtless deemed
Utopian ; but I believe in him, and in
reading his essay I was reminded of many
ncidents of my own experience, one of
which I will relate.

I write of many years ago, for I am an
old man now, and of the scholars who
came first nnder my tutelage, I have know-
ledge of but two or three living. I gradu-
ated at Harvard,. and as my purse was
empty I was forced to seek employment at
once ; and the employment to which I
aspired was that of a teacher of youth. 1

had hoped that I might find a school near
Boston ; but the best schools sought men of
more experience than I could show. A
friend of my father’s secured fcxr me a
school in the faraway region of Dowa-east,
and I took it. ft was in the central dis-
trict of the town of Steep Fzlls—so named
from the cataract of Spring River, which
here tumbled and roared and spurted be-
yond the thus far discovered power of man
to curb or utilize, Venturesome men had
built mills below, and midway of the falls,
but their fabrics had been swept away as by
a breath. The freshets of spring and
autumn laughed to scorn the handicraft of
puny man upon the verge of taeir favorite
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vaulting place. Still, the village was a
thriving one, and I found my school much
better than I had anticipated.

I had come from college with a firm
faith in the “ Cramming Process.” I had
been subjected to it, and I deemed that all
who wore academic honors must undergo
the ordeal. I took possession in my peda-
gogue’s desk, and viewed the two-score
boys and girls before me as so many half-
bushel measures, each of which must hold
its sixteen quarts of mental pabulum. I
had no scale else. So many pages of
arithmetic—so many pages of grammar—no
matter how many, or how few—each mem-
ber of the class must bolt the meal, and be
expected to digest it. The bright-eyed,
keen-faced, parrot-nosed boy, whose mem-
ory was a thing, of self-poised power, retain-
ing impressions as does the plaster of the
moulder, was my especial delight, and I
held hum up as a pattern. He catried away
the Rewards of Merit, and others were
scolded and punished because they did not
commit their lessons as he did.

My brightest boy—my especial delight
—the boy who could stuff and cram and
remember everything to which I directed
his mind—the boy whom I exhibited on
examination day—was William Howther.
I called him my prodigy. And I say now,
there was something wonderful in his powcr
of memory. As a simple book scholar—for
the reflection of the printed thoughts of
others—I never saw his superior.

My dull scholar was Teddy Drake, I had
scholars more stupid than Teddy, but not
one that fretted me more ; for he seemed
to possess capacity which he would not
apply. He would net commit his lessons
as I wished. He was careless and forget-
ful. His grammer he thumbed aud twist-
ed without committing any single page of
it to memory ; and even his arithmetic he
did not carry to please me. T had put him
into a class in algebra. He worked out all
the sums that fell to his class, but not by
algebraic formulas. The signs and rules of
the science he could not—I thought he
would not—commit ; but the most difficult
of the problems he was able to solve
through his own invention. But I deemed
this stupid. Said I to him, after he had
worked out a very difficult problem by sup-
position, ignoring the algebraic signs and
forms entirely,

“My boy, this may answer very well
now, but the time will come when prob-
lems will be presented which cannot be
solved save by the rules which you now
neglect.”

And he looked up in his frank, honest
way, and replied to me:

“ No doubt, sir, when the need is really
upon me, I shall be able to conquer these
outlandish signs ; but they won’t stick to
me now.”

The boy’s answer provoked me, I
wanted him to swallow and digest the
algebra as a whole, and he would not.
Upon the fly-leaf of his book I saw a
picture. I looked at it, and found it to be
rough, but an exceedingly life-like sketch
of a horse harnessed to a common tip-
cart I asked him when he did that. He
confesssed that he had done it in school—
he had done it when he should have been
studying the symbols of indeterminate
quantities. L sternly asked him what he
meant by it ; and he had the eﬁ'roqtery to
tell me that he had been trying to find
some way to.ease the draft of his.father’s
cart-horse ; and he even had the audacity
to attempt to point out to- me how he
thought to make the improvement by rais-
ing the line of draft to a .point parallel
with the horse’s shoulders.

One day, when Teddy sbould have been
studying his English grammar, I detected
him at work upon something with his
knife. That day his grammar lesson was
a lamentable failure ; but with his knife
and 2 bit of pine wood, and a few slips of
goose-quill, he had fabricated a most ingen-
1ous fly-trap.

I need not givg other instances. Those
two will suffice. I tried to make Teddy
Drake swallow and digest the same quan-
tity and quality of mental food that Wm.
Howther took so easily and so naturally,
and I failed. While Willlam was home
poring over his books, Teddy was abroad
at play in the woods, or by the river, some-
times with his fishingrod, and at others
building miniature mill-wheels upon the
brook that ran through hns father’s pasture.

At length came a grand examinatien-day.
The school committee, and most of the
parents of the district, were present, Wm.
Howther and Teddy Drake were in the
same class. The former answered prompt-
ly every question, while the latter stumbled '
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over propositions which seemed simple
etough. I praised the smart boy, and I
dendunced the dull boy. I did it in pre-
sence of -our visitors, and I did it un-
sparingly. I hurt.the feelings of Teddy,
and I also hurt the feelings of his parents ;
and from that time Teddy attended my
school no more, and I prophesied that he
would grow up to be a dolt.

At length I left that school, and returned
tc 27assachusetts.

Atter the lapse of years I visited Steep
Falls-again, and where I hadleft a quiet
village I found a populous and busy town.
The water which had aforetime spent its
aimless fury in the roaring cataract, had
béen led around an adjacent hill by a canal,
upon which had been erected mills that
gave employment to a thousand men and
women. And here, too, were manufactured
¢ Drake’s Patent Loom ” and “ Drake's
Patent Gang-saw.” I asked who was the
Didke" that had invented these grand
achlevements of machinery.

‘4 The same man,” answered my cicer-
one, ‘““who projected our canal and utilized
the water of our river—the man who has,
by his own genius and unaided will,brought
our town up:from an obscure village to a
first-¢lass municipality, and who has wmade
employmentfor.two thousand people. It
is THEODORE DRAKE.”

 Theodore ?” said I.
long here?”

* He was born here.”

“ Did they use to call him Teddy ?”

“ Has he been

And this was my Teddy Drake—my
dull scholar—of other years | But I was:not
surprised.” As I before remarked, T-had
learned something during the intervening
years. I called upot Mr. Drake, and he
knew me the moment he saw me; and he
remembered the old ‘times only pleasantly.
I had no need to ask his forgivehess. He
saw the shadow upon my face, and quickly
cheered it away. I spent several days at
Steep Falls, and my home during my stay
was with Teddy Drake. He showed me
through the mills ; and he not only ex-
plained to me the principles of his new
machinery, but he led me out and showed
me how he liad bent and trained nature to
serve his will,

* 1 could never have forced this water to
run up hill,” he said to me with a smile, as
we stood upon the brink of the old fall,
“‘nor could I have coaxed the same water
to flow otherwise than furiously over this
cataract ; but by selecting a track which
the flood might traverse of its-own will, and
in obedience to its own natural laws, 1 have
succeeded in guiding it thither, and in
making it useful. You see the point as
applied to the mind of the scholar.”

I saw and acknowledged the force of the
illustration.

I may add that I found William Howther
serving Drake as coofidential clerk and
book-keeper, upon a fair salary. He was
an acomplished accountant, and was cor-
rect and prompt in his clerical duties.—
Ledger.

[ .YES.”

ENDS.

One reason that our theory and practice
are so far apart, is that our theory is too
abstract ; our plans have not enough of the
specific.

I have before me a class in Arithmetic,
whose reasoning powers have bren well
cultivated, who thoroughly understand the
principles of mathematical work, who need
oily an opportunity to apply these to be-
come good arithmeticians, but who are

very careless in their work, who seem to

have httle idea of neatness. Shall I neg-
lect this and confine myself to the comph-
cations of Fractions, and extra drills in
Anpnuities and Permutations ? Shall T not

~ather multiply opportunities for work with

special reference to nieatness and order,give
more lessons with solutions to be written
on paper, pay more attention to the work
on the board ? The need of such work
will be-found more frequently in the coun-
try than in the graded school.
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Another class may fail in accuracy of
expression, and should have careful drill in
‘the precise statement of “all ” the steps in
a solution. That which would be mere
routine for many classes will be valuable
work for these.

But perhaps in no class can so many
different kinds of weaknesses be reached
with less of seeming effort, than in the Geo-
graphy class.  Acquisition of  general
information,” a habit of observation, the
power of independent thought, of investiga-
tion, of selection of salient poirss, of logical
arrangement, are a few of the many objects
which may be legitimately keptin view in
the management of a Geography class.
Thus it is with each part of our work.

It is said that of the True, the Good, and
the Beautiful, this age seeks the first to the
neglect of the others, yet every true teacher
believes a symmetrical character can be
developed only by the combined influence
of all. Opportunities for raoral lessons can
be found in anecdotes and incidents from
biographies, suggested by every Reading
lesson, and every recitation in Geography
and History, and if the moral be not
too carefully pointed it will sink deep into
the heart, for teaching by example in
Nature's own way.,

As a means of cultivating an apprecia-
tion of the Beautiful, there is open to the

teacher, as to every one, the beauty of Na-
ture in all her  visible forms’’ and the ex-
ceeding beauty of her law expressed in
“ various language,” which it is the teach-
er’s peculiar province to interpret.

Then too, one department of Art spreads
its treasures before the teacher in rich pro-
fusion. The influence of the painter, and
of the sculptor may be confined to wealth,
but the poet works for all appreciative in-
telligence, and the teachur who allows his
pupils to read the choicest specimens of
English literature simply as an exercise in
emphasis and inflection, desecrates his
office. Do not let those sublime verses of
Milton be remembered only as a drill in
Monotone, and Anfony’s Oration, as an ex-
ercise in Circumflex.

Iu the limits of a short article, it is im-
possible to give more than mere hints, but
to the #hinking teacher these are enough.

We sometimes speak lightly of “ killing
two bitds with one stone *'; but is not
this Nature’s economy ? The tree that
yields us its fruit, refreshes us with its
shade, shelters us from the wind, delights us
with its beauty of flower and foliage, gives
a home to our feathered friends, swallows
the poison of our atmosphers,and perciancs,
binds us to the past by a hundred Iinks in
the chain of memory.—.D. in Okio National
Teacker.

THOROUGHNESS OF EDUCATION.

Knowing and feeling every day the vast
importance of making our schools
pleasant homes and agreeable places of
daily resort, I trust that whatever of criti-

. cism I may offer on our present system of

public schools may be received in the spirit
of kindness and liberality, for only in that
spirit is it offered.

Every man, whether or not he has child-
ren to educate, and whether his taxes are
nauch or little, has in spite of himself a per-
sonal interest in the public schools of the
district, the city, the naticn. And he will
do well to bear in mind that, as eterpal
vigilance is the price of liberty, & good sys-
tem of instruction for the people can not be

secured at a low rate. We are decidedly
in favor of paying our primary teachers bet-
ter wages than in the other department, and
then demanding experience as a qualifica-
tion.

The primary schools are the basis of the
whole system. Thorough work here tells
throughout the whole course. Like other
professions, teaching is leained by experi-
ence ; but the mistakes of a tyro in the
profession are more serious in their results,
when made in our primary schools, than in
the dcpartment where pupils are older.
Too much time is lost by our grammar and
high-school teachers in the work that has
been poorly done by our primary teachers,
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simply from the want of experience and
qualification.

Teachers, to do good worlk, must not only
love their calling and have their heart and
soul in the work, but must also know how
to do their work ; and the primary schools
are nnt the proper places for them to learn
in. It would be better for the schools to
place new teachers in the grammar depart-
ments, and let them work #p tothe primary
grades.

To teach our schools properly and regu-
late the studies sc as to_giwve variety, viva-
cxty, and interest to all the exercises, re-
quires nearly a term to initiate a new tea-
cher into the policy of the school, and get
it into good working order. A teacher
must learn the character and capacities of
his pupils, intellectual and moral, before he
can successfully teach them. This power
can be gained by pursuing a few studies at
a time, and these in the most thorough and
practical manner..

Too muchimportance cannot be attached
tothoroughnessandaccuracy. All superficial,
desultory, and careless studying should be
depreciated as positively injurious and as
tending to.produce fickleness and instability
in all the aims and Pruposes of life.

The great mistake in the education of
girls—and, for that matter, of boys—is that
they master nothing. A little here and a
little there, is the plan. The great ob;ect
seems to be to enabie the pupil to give a
long catalogue or things studied. For this
charlatanism the parents who demand it
are chiefly responsible. There are schools
which are thorough. It is not for us to
point them out, but for parents to be sure
that they are not caught with the chaff of
an empty pretense. In education veneer-
ing will show its superficialness. The shal-
lowness of much modern scholarship is
truly alarming. Much of the ominary
schooling is but the merest smattering of
knowledge. Young ladies are especially at
fault in this particular. Their minds are
so often absorbed in dress and show and
soctal affairs, that they have neither heart
nor head for study. They are in a state of
mental intoxication : their minds are un-
settled, their tastes are perverted, and all
high notions of life are awallowed up in the
love of ribbons, silk, gad dashing society.
There is no study, no memory, na stability,

no storing of the mind under this state of
things.

The truth is, this crazed demon of
fashion and fast life is alarmingly cursing
the minds of our modern youth. The re-
medy is chiefly with parents. A careful
Christian bringing-up, the cultivation of
home love and home pleasures, are the
chief securities, in connection with God’s
grace in enlightening, wmaturing, and
strengthening the mental and moral life of
our young mer and young women.

In the right education of early childhood
must we look for the corrective of the evils
of saciety and for the beginning of a better
and higher civilization than has yet blessed
our nation. The earlier we can establish
in every district primary schools under
efficient teachers, whose hearts are made
strong by deep religious principles, who
have faith in the power of Christian love,
steadily exerted, to fashion anew the bad
manners and often the harsh and self-willed
perverseness of neglected children ; having
patience to begin every morning with but
little if any perceptible advance beyond
where they began the previous morning ;.
with prompt and kind sympathies ; with
ready skill in drawing and oral methods—
the better it will then be for the cause of
practical education.

Every exercise in the school-room should
be for an especial purpose, and that purpose
a proper stepping stone to another, Hence
the necessity for a well-digested p!a\i of

operation for the school-room.

The objects, then,which primaty teachers.
should especially keep in view aré the. fofm~
ation of character, of correct habifs, the
development of the physical system, the
cultivation of intelligent observation, the
use of good language.

A uniform course, which should requive.a
certain homogeneops progress in all studies,
as & condition of advancement into another
grade, would add greatly to the efficiency
of the schools.  In all graded schools in
cities such a specific course is prescribed ;.
and there 1s no good reason why a course
more general in 1its character should not be
prescribed and enforced in all the public
schools in the State.
schools suffered a change of teachers, the
progress of the scholars need ot be inter-
rupted,—Prof. G. K. Godfrey, in Mickigan
Teacker.

Then, when the’
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TEACHERS’ TRIP TO OSWEGO.

BY ONE OF

Mg. Eprror,—According to announce-
ent in 1'% Beaver of last week, some
“fourteen of us, including Mr. Burrows,
Public School Inspector, “and Mr. Camp-
bell, Headmaster of the High School, took
passage at Mill Point for Oswego, on the
“Oswego Belle, on Tuesday, 23rd inst. * #

Owing to detention we did not arrive in
+Oswego ti'l 2.30 p.m. Ere we had time to
<Step ashore a deputation froin the Board of
,Educatlon consisting of V. C. Douglas,

,/Esq, Secretary of the Board; Captam]
‘M. Barrow, Chairman Visiting Committee,
. M. Stowel), J. C. Bradt, J. N. Collins and
‘M. J. Wallace, Esqs., School Commission-
€IS, gave us a most hearty and cordial
Hv,v,elcome to Oswego. They then conducted
~us to carriages, in  which we drove fiist to
the Noérmal School,—where we witnessed a
bnef but very interesting rhetorical exer-
~€ise. - We then visited a Primary, and an
Imermedlate Department in the same
'bmldmg, used somewhat as the Model
-School in connection with the Normal
chool in Toronto. The teaching is
a.lmost entirely done by studeats attending
.the Normal School, under the supervision
. of others who have aIready graduated, and
..Who are called critics. We could see but
“very little teaching owing to the time of
- our arrival, but what we did see, and the
. specmiens of drawing left on the
blackboards, left the impression upon
all ‘“our minds that the teaching
i of a very high order. The néxt
note-worthy feature is the splendid system
- of physical training called calisthenics that
; lS carried out in all the schools.”” Not only
18'it usgf’ul as a physical exercise merely,but
,1t’is ddmirably calculated to cultivate that
promptness of action in mdmduals, and
that harmony of movement in masses that
" is 5o essential a characteristic of true dls-
c1phne

Every movement of the arms in the

_aforesaid exercises, as well as every step in
~the marching b or out of each division

keeps time to instrumental music. In each
. large central rooma there is a piano, which
~not only gives a soul to these physical exer-

THE PARTY.

| cises, but leads and guides two or three
'hundred little voices in their delightful
songs.

We next visited one of thz ward schools,
where, as far as I could judge, the system
of training and the system of teaching are
fully equal to what I saw at the Normal
School. The head master hers, that is, in
this ward school, is a very able teacher.
He is of medium size in the vigor of early
manhood, with a most kindly expression of
face, but evidently having a fund of that
concentrated quiet energy that accomplishes
great results without making any fuss. The
Board certainly value his services, as they
pay h1m a salary of $r500 per annum. I
make ! no invidious comparison in thus
speaking of him, as he is the only one of
the headmasters I had an opportunity of
seeing engaged in teaching.

I find from the last Report of the Secre-
tary that there is a registered attendance of
4,855 pupils in the Public Schools, with
seventy-one teachers, to whom the total
amount paid insalaries is $34,000. In the
High School, 2 registered attendance of 117
pupils, with four teachers, who receive an
aggregate of $3,382. The Normal School,
which, I believe, is a State Institution, is
apart from the above.

The system of grading is very complete,
No pupil is admitted under five years of
age. ‘These continue three years in the
Primary Department, when, if on examina-
tion they are found qualified, they are pro-
moted to the Junior Schools, where they
spend three years. Then, after passing
another examination, they are promoted to
the Senior Schools, where they continue
for three years, and from which, after an-
other examination, they are transferred to
the High School, which has also a course
of three years.

In apportioning the work of each teacher
they do not pursue the plan of giving te
each a number of pupils in charge to whom
the entire course in that department. will be
taught, but each teacher has charge of one

or two branches of study, and the classes
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are inferchanged every thirty minutes. This

is done with the regulanty of clock-\vork
I could say a great deal mére about this

admitable school sy,stem, but this' is, per-
I think it will be sufficient
at all events, to convince thosé who read

haps, enough.

it, as niy fellow teachers and myself were
convinced from observanon, that the peo-
ple of Oswego have just cause to be proud
ot their schools, and to be proud of those

public-spirited men who have built up and’

who continue to manage so admxrably such
an excéllent system of public education.

I am sure, sir, that _every member of ou t
party will ever retain a_grateful remem:

erance of the kmd atténtions we received

on the occasion of our visit. Not only
were we shown as much as was possible in
connection with the schocls, but we rode in
their carriages to see every point of inter-
est around ‘the city, and had we arrived, as

we and as they expected, in the forendon,
these hospitable men had madé arfanpe
ments to entertain' us at dmner. Ju§t as if
visiting theu‘ city upon some matter of,
publi¢ importance, instead of being--a. few
humble teachers in quest of knowledge.

No incident of any spécial mipottaticét
marked our return. There was duringthe:-
night some more heaving of the lake. . That:
Iknow, for I felt it, and if any one elsé-
can speak expenmental]y of any other
heaving, he may do so, but I can’t.

I may state also; as another instaficeof”
kindly attention received by us, that whilé
waiting this morning at Mill point for the:
Shannon, Mr. Rathburn invited us to‘wa‘llt‘
through his garden and pleasure grounde'
which enabled us to spend the time very+
pleasantly indeed.—Teacher, in Napdrned:
Beaver.

EDUCATIONAL INTELLIGENCE.

CANADA.

—In accordance with the Statute, and the
General Regulations, the Annual Examina-
tion of Candidates for Public School Tea-
chers 1st, 2nd and 3rd Class Certificates,
for the year 1876, will be held in each
County Town of Ontario, commencing on
Monday, 10th July,at 9 -.m.

—We have before us the very excellent
report of the schools of the County of
Wentworth, for the year 1875, presented
by J. H. Smith, Esq., Inspector. In the
County there are altogether 72 sections,
and 88 teachers. In the last five years
$63,930 has been expended in the County
to provide adeguate school accommodation;
twenty-four new school-houses have been
built and twenty-seven 1mproved The
total receipts for school purposes in 1875
was $57,528.85, of which over $35,000 was
raised by direct taxation. The total ex
penditure for the year was $53,492.14. of
which  nearly $31,000 was expended for
teachiers’ salaries. The teachers are classi-
fied"as follows :—Males, 49 ; females, 39 ;

Provincial, 26 ; First Class Old County:
17 ; Third Class, 38 ; Interim, 2 ; average
salary of male teachers, $426 ; average-
salary of female teachers, $283. The total:
number of pupils registered was 7,447, of
whom 7,023 were between 5 and 16 years..

of age, and the average attendarice for the
year was a littlc less than 44 per cent.

—The North York Teachers' Associations:
will meet at Newmarket, on the 7th andx
8th of July. The following is the pro-,
gramme :—

1st. Reading by Convention (Page 447~
V. Reader), Mr. Fortheringham.

2nd. Grammar .(Analysis of Reading
Lesson, Parrhasius), Mr. Gorham.
srd. Ortheepical and’ Syntactical Erors,
Mr. Dickenson.

4th. Geography, Mr. Jewitt.

sth. Vocal Music, Mr. Beaton.

6th. Algebra (II. Class Paper, July 187s,).
Mr. McMurchle

7th How to make the Study of anaxy.
Classes more interesting, Misses Wells ands.

First Class Provincial, §5; Second Class | Freéman.
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8th. Appointment of one or more dele-
gates to Provincial Association.
oth. Miscellaneous business.

—The annual report of the Inspectors of
education for North and South Hastings
presented to the Council show a highly
satisfactory rate of progress. In the south
riding there are 81 school-houses and g4
teachers employed ; 42 new school-houses
have been erected since 1871 ; value of
school property, $83,407 ; the average
time the schools were opened was 11
months and 5 days; average salaries of
male teachers, $407.50 ; of females, $277.-
so. In North Hastings there are 78
school-houses ; value of school property,
$46,061, an increase of 75 per cent. since
1872 ; increase during 1875, 2o per cent. ;
42 school-houses were erected since 1871 ;
in 1874 and 1875, 19 were built ; the time
for which schools are kept open increased
1 month and 5 days during the year.

—A very successful meeting of the West
Dutham Teachers’ Association, was held
in the school buildings, Hampton, on Fri-
day and Saturday, June 2nd and 3rd. The
officers elect are, A. Barber, President ;
Messrs. Hughes and Callbary, Vice-Presi-
dents ; J. Squair, Secietary ; W. E. Tilley,
Treasurer ; and Messrs. Cummings, Ellis,
Cowan, Wightman, and Gilfillan, Coun-
cillors. The Committees having charge of
the Competitive Examinations held in
Clark and Darlington last March, reported
that they had been highly successful. Itis
determined that these examinations shall be
continued. Among other subjects discus-
sed were the following: “ How shall we
prevent Irregularity of attendance?” “Home
Preparation of School Work” ¢ Map
Drawing.” ¢ Cleanliness in the School-
-yoom. It was also unanimously resolved :
“That this Association would take this op-
portunity of expressing its thanks to Rev.
Dr. Ryerson for his long and faithful ser-
vices in the cause of Education, and hopes
that Lie may be long spared to enjoy his
zetirement from his arduous labors. The
Association meets in Newcastle, on the
first Friday of October next.—Com.

—There was an investigation at Morris-
burgh, Dundas County, in the month of
May last, into certain alleged irregularities,
which were thus stated in the Herald ofthat
place : “ Reports of grave irregularities in

the management of the examinations have
been from time to time current, and some
of them we have reason to know have been
well founded. It has been the practice to
open Examination papers before the hours
directed by regulations, and in one case
notably, the questions have been in thé
hand of candidates hours before the arrival
of the, prescribed time for the opening of
the paper. . Examinations, too, have been
conducted in places where the Candidates
were 50 crowded, that there was not the

“least impediment to copying or prompting.

These are a few of the irregularities that
have come to our notice, and which have
at length incurred the censure of the De.
partment.  We trust the last hint will prove
sufficient, ard that hereafter, examinations
will be conducted with all strictness and in
accordance with prescribed regulations.”

On Tuseday morning, the 16th May the
Commission appointed to investigate the
matter, consisting of Dr. Hodgins, Deputy
Minister! of Education, and W, R. Bigg,
Esq., Public School Inspector, County
Leeds, met at the Town Hall, Morrisburg,
Mr. Burgess, of the Ottawa Zimes, short
hand reporter, was sworn to take down the
evidence verbatim. The evidence as given
by the Herald is much too voluminous for
our columns, but the result of the investiga-
tion may be briefly stated. The charges
were 10 a large extent sustained, but it was
shown that the Inspector, Rev. W, Fergu-
son, was not a party to any fraud, and was
only censurable for allowing the seals of
the packets to be broken before the time.
The real culprit was Mr. Whitney, a mem-
ber of the Board of Examiners.

—W. R. Bigg, Esq., Inspector of Public
Schools, 1st Division of Leeds, recently
held a series of very successful Teachers’
Ipstltgqs, for the benefit of the teachers in
his Division. The Institutes were largely
attended, and speak well for Mr. Brigg’s
earnestness and devotion to the great
cause of education. Each Institute lasted
from ¢ a.m. to 4 p.m., and the afternoon of
each day was devoted to instructing the
teachers in the best and natural manner of
teaching Geography and Grammar, every
class on the programmes bemng gone through
with—and urging teachers to dispense with
all text books for pupils till the 4th class
was reached. The Gananoque Reporier
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thus speaks of the Institute held in that
place :

¢ On Thursday, according to announce-
ment, Mr. W. R. Bigg, Inspector of Public
Schools, met a large number of Teachers
from the adjoining Townships, at the Pub-
lic School Room here, and spent the day
in discussing various questions - for their
benefit. He explained the operation of the
School Law, with probable changes, and
manner i which it would effect the Teach-
ers in future, urging them to exert them-
selves to obtain higher certificates, and
illustrated the approved methods of con-
ducting classes. As this movement is
entirely voluntary on the part of Mr. Bigg,
and is intended to raise the standard of
Public School Teachers, induce a greater
interest in the work, and increase the effi-
ciency of the Schools throughout the
County, it is gratifying to know that his
services are appreciated, and the teachers
generally are taking advantage of the means
thus afforded them to perfect themselves in
the duties of their calling.

In the evening a special meeting of the
School Board was called, at which Mr.
Bigg explained several changes that were
contemplated in the matter of grading the
higher departments of Gananoque Public
Schools, from the lack of which the Schools
latterly have not been doing the amount of
work that might reasonably be expected of
them. Some discussion took place as to
the feasibility of grading the Schools, and
at the same time giving the necessary atten-
tion to an equal division of pupils among
the Teachers; but on the whole,Mr. Brigg’s
views were approved of, and a vote of
thanks awarded bim for his services in the
matter.”

East MippLesex TEACHERS Associa-
TIoN.—The second convention of the East
Middlesex Teachers’ Association for the
year 1876, was opened in the City Hall,
London, Friday, oth June, at 10.30 a.m.,
the President, Mr. Inspector Dearness, in
the chair, Mr. A. C. Stewart acting as Sec-
retary pro tem.

After the adoption of the mibutes of the
previous meeting and the reception of the
reports, (some of them very important) of
the various committees, it was resolved on
motion of Mr. W. Dickie, that all present
whether members or not be invited to take

part in discussions during the present con-
vention.

Mr. J. B. Boyle, City Inspector, ;was in-
troduced by the President. He suitably
replied, expressing warm interest in the
profession and kind regard for those engag-
ed in it.

In thelafternoon session, after the dis-
posal of the financial reporr, Mr. T.
Woodburne led in the discussion on Credit
Marks, which for want of time was post-
poned from the February meeting. Mr,
W. discussed the propriety of giving credit
and discredit marks, their value as a stimu-
lus to diligence and good conduct, and the
means of making them most useful. Miss
Alice Bissel, followed, and described in a
clear and concise manner, the system
which she adopts of giving marks, and the
results of her experience. Mr. L. R.
Campbell, explained a method by means
of which each pupil kept his own marks, but
at the same time each list was checked by
the teacher’s class-book. An instructive
debate ensued by Messrs. McDonald, Dul-
mage, J. W. Stewart, Jarvis, Inspector
Boyle and the President, in reference to the
pobable effect of *“ marks” on cramming,
&c., the similarity between marking and
prize giving, how the benefits resulting from
the system might be increased and the dis-
advantages minimized. The weight of the
discussion seemed to be in favor of some
system of registering the work and conduct
of the pupils.

Mr. Stock read a well received paper
on the “play-ground.” He described
some simple gymnastic apparatus, and the
method of using them, and argued in favor
of the master encouraging, taking an inter-
est, and occasionally an active part in the
games and sporis of the children. Besides
describing certain games for girls he illus-
trated his manner of drilling and practice of
extension motions.

Mr. R. F. Dixony led on the subject of
Township Boards. It appears that Mr.
Dixon being strongly opposed to Township
Boards had undertaken to set forth the
cons, but on giving the subject close study
found such strong arguments in favor of the
system, that the former intention was aban-
doned and instead, Mr. Dixon set forth the
pros as well as the cwns. On motion the
discussion on the paper was postponed.

At this stage, Mr. G. W. Ross, M.P,,
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Public School Inspector for Lambton; was
introduced and warmly applauded, On
sequest, Mr. Ross delivered an excellent
address on *School Organization, ” tieat-
ing in ap instructive manner the methods
of classification, recommending a system
based on reading, spelling and arithmetic.
Healso described the kinds and uses of
the different registers required to be kept
and the methods of registration. He con-
cluded an able addressof thirty minutes, by
refesring to the great benefits to be derived
from well conducted Teachers’ Associations
and Ipstitutes, and complimenting the As-
sociation addressed on the good attendance,
and the interest apparently manifested in
the cause of Education.

Mr. Ross was tendered the hearty thanks
of -the Association for his instructive
address, after which adjournment took
place for the public meeting.

In the evening a successful public meeting
was held in the City Hall, His Worship
Mayor Macdonald presiding. On the
platform were several leading public men,
and prominent educationists, the members
of the City and County Councils and Board
of Education were present as well as about
zo0 members of the teaching profession
and others, making over 500 of an audience.

The Mayor introdueed the speaker of the
evening the Honorable Mr. Crooks, who,
(as reported by the Free Press), after thank-
ing the Association for asking him to speak,
paid a high comphment to the late Chief
Superintendent of Education, Dr. Ryerson.
He then spoke of the experiments in educa-
tion in this country during the last 34
years. A large amount of the experience
they in this Province had to rely on was
obtained from the European Continent,and
after from the United States, .nd on this
their system was mainly based. The
change which had been adopted in Ontario,
making a member of the Government
directly responsible for the educatioaal
system, had been adopted from the English,
the Ontario system being the same now as
that which had regulated the whole educa-
tional system of England and Scotland
since 1870 and 1872. He considered, in
the first place, that our system should be
undenominational ; it was not secular, pro-
viding, as it did, for the inculcation of.those
great religious tratbs, without making pro-
vision for the teaching of which no system

g

.. FEEENE S U
of education would be complete. An-edy-
cational system, to be areally good one,
must be universal, efficient and economig.
The child must be taught early; .and
society should not be content to establish,

jails and court-houses, but should begin by .

nipping crime in its very bud. They found.
more power for the repression of crime,, if
propexly applied, in their schools thro_u’gi;-.
out the land, than they had in all- the ex-
pensive parapherpalia of their courts ;of
justice and jails. The door of every
school-house should. be open to every child
in the land ; this should be every Canadian
child’s birthright. After speaking in com:-
mendatory terms of the early selfigovern-
ment, which wasstill continued with geod.
effect, the speaker showed that a general
rate was miecessary, in order that free educa-
tion might be given to every child in the
land, that teachers might receive sufficient
remuneration, and that the school rooms
might be well furnished., His object .in
making this visit was to encourage the peo-
ple to further efforts in extending . their
school system. The increase of expendi-
ture for education, he showed, during the
last ten years had more than doubled—tea-
chers’ salaries showing the greatest increase,
The system of popular education in On-
tario, he argued, rests upon a basis which it
can never be removed from. Since 1854,
the increase in expenditure on their educa-
tion was $2,000,000, and this progress
would never receive a check. Assuming
that the ratepayers were willing to do their
part in support of popular education, and
that the government contributed liberally to
the system, the Increase was sure to be
marked in future years. Then, another
feature of their system which was of vital
importance was that their should be an -at-
tendance of children equal to the accom-
modation provided. Various schemes had
been tried—indirect compulsion and direct
compalsion both having a share. The
measure of Mr. Forster in 1870, and the
measure introduced last month by Viscount
Sandon into the House of Commons. in
England, were based on the principles ,of
indirect compulsion; whilst the Scottish
system, adopted in 1872, was that of divect
compulsion. The report of the Ontario
Department in 1874, showed _that out of
the large school accommodation of 512,000
they had a defaulters’ list of 12,000}
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whilst in England, according to Viscount’
Sandon, they had 25 per cent. of the whole
school population of England put down as
non-zttenders. He had felt. much disap-
pointed, in turmng to the tables of 1874, to,
find that the length of attendance atschools
in Ontario was not at all satisfactory. A
certain number of days’ attendance each
year should be made imperative, as provid-
ed for in Viscount Sandon’s Bill, just
brought into the Commons, which _exacts
that no child can be apprenticed, between
the ages of 10 and 14, unless he has been
atleast 5 years at school, and can show
250 attendances for each of these yeai's.
The Scottish system, on the other hand,
would appear to present very different re:
sults from that allowed in Ontario, the lat-
ter permitting diminished attendances to be
the rule, rather than the exception. In
fact, several writers had lately said that the
Scottish system, so long the foremost,would
soon, with a local rate similar to what we
have in Canad, be 2 model for the other
nations in Europe. After referring to edu-
cation in the States of Massachusetts and
Connecticut, Mr. Crooks spoke against
compulsory education, until every other
method bad been tried by the local boards
in the first place. Public opinion should
be thoroughly aroused in the first place,
before any attempt was made to force the
people to submit to these compulsory mea-
sures, however beneficial they might be. If
there should be any g-rent so ignorant or
wilful as to neglect providing for the educa-
tion of his children, then it would be  the
duty of the trustees to take advantage of
these coercive measures. In Massachu-
setts and Connecticut—two of the foremost
in education in the United States—where
pensl enactments were in force, it was
scarcely ever mecessary to adopt them.
They must not, however, be content with
their public schools; but they must see
also to the state of their high schools and
provincial universities, so as to allow the
deserving youth, no matter what his circum-
stances may be, to gain the highest emi-
nence in learning. In regard to this subject
of higher education, the early satesmen of
this country. They set ‘apart grants to
high schools, grammar schools and the
Provincial University.  That which had
led tc the excellence of the education
of the Scotchman was due, in gréat

. DR O R i
part, to the advantages gained in. the.
universities. of that land; mainly. by meang
of: bursaries.. He thought High. .School:
Boards in counties here might .much belp,
the higher educatipn of the country,.if,they.
set apart bursaries in a similar mannex, to.
be competed for by pupils at their. universi-
ties. They had achieved a great'deal even
now ; but he held much more might. be
done, and that the people of this Province
should not rest satisfied with giving a mere-
ly elementary, education 1o their children.
Their educational system must also be effi-
cient. He had heard it mooted that-school
sections should be abolished, and that town-
ship boards should be appointed. In
Tuckersmith, County .of Huron, they had
abolished school sections, and found a
township. board, worked far better. The
matter was worth consideration, as it was.
an important question. If they .solved. the
question by means of forming township.
boards, they would be following up the
present Scottish system, which those who

knew said was now the best; and . which:

Viscovnt Sandon said would have been
adopted in England if the general popula-
tion had been ready for it. The physical
education of the children was too. much
overlpoked. Then, they must havelefficient
teachers—paid in accordance with. their
qualifications. The weak point of the edu-
cational system in the. various States, was
that they overlooked this matter. They
had avoided this, and had an Inspector and
Examiners, who were directly 1esponsible
to the Department for the efficiency of the
teachers. In the matter of qualifications,
however, although much improvement had
been effected, much had yet to be done.
At the present time there were only 215
first-class teachers engaged in the whole
Province, and 910 second class, . Third-
class teachers should be considered as only
on probation, and should be under the
direction of a first or at least second class
teacher. The third class teacher must, to
some extent, be considered an ioferior
article, and as a system of promotion by
merit was open,any one might lopk forwarg
to a second, a first, a County,.Inspectorship,
or even the position which he himself held,
which would, no doubt, in time be filled by
some_teacher from the ranks. Much res-
poansibility. for the proper. admijnistration. of
theit educational system was upon them
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all ; and in his belief no system could be
regarded as complete, if the people' did
not thoroughly appreciate it in the results.
He concluded by asking the co-operation
of teachers and ratepayers, so that their
system might be made as complete and
efficient as possible. (Applause.)

The hon. gentleman spoke for about an
hour and a half, and was attentively listen-
ed to.

Mr. G. W. Ross, M.P., followed
with an address, after which Mr.
B. Cronyn, Chairman London Board
of Education moved the following
resolution :

“ Resolved, that in the opinion of this
large and intelligent meeting (representing
as it does a large number of those most
deeply interested in the subject of Educa-
tion, both from the city and surrounding
county) there is an immediate necessity
for increased Normal School accommoda-
tion to meet the urgent demand of securing
trained tcachers for our schools.”

Mr. A. Black, Public School Teacher ot
Nilestown, in seconding the resolution,
spoke of the necessity for additional Nor-
mal Schools.

The motion was then carried by a stand-
ing vote.

M. J. B. Boyle, Inspector of the City
Schools, after a brief reference to the urgent
necessity for a Normal School in the
‘Western District, took occasion to remark
on the depletion of first-class teachers, and
thought the fact was due in a measure to
the want of remuneration given by trustees.
He moved a vote of thanks to the speak-
ers for the excellent addresses with which
they had been favored.

Rev. Father Northgraves seconded the
motion. He expressed his gratitude to the
gentlemen who had taken the trouble to
present educational matters so ably before
them.

This resolution was also carried, after
which

Mr. Dearness, Inspector of East Middle-
sex, moved, seconded by Mr. John Watter-
worth, M.P.P., of West Middlesex, a vote
of thanks to Mayor Macdonuld for his ser-
vices as Chairman. Carried. .

The meeting closed shortly after ten
o'’clock.

Saturday, June 10.

The meeting resumed at 10, a.m. Mr

Alex’r McMillan presented the report of
the Committee on Resolutions, which on
motion was received and its adoption defer-
red.

Mr. J. C. Glashan, Inspector, West Mid-
dlesex, was introduced by the President,
and at his request took up some poiats in
Grammar. Mr. Glashan dwelt on the
strictly scieptific nature of grammar, parti-
cularly’ English Grammar. He gave elabor-
ate and us~ful exposition of certain intricate
points in English Grammar ; among others,
the nature of the ¢ Internal and External
Ob; ccts,” such expressions as “good day,”
&c. At the conclusion Mr. Glashan re-
ceived a cordial vote of thanks.

On entering, the Hon. Adam Crooks,
Minister of Education, was received with
hearty applause, and presented with the
following address :

To the Honorable Adamn Crooks, Minister of Education,
ete., ete., for the Province of Ontario.

Sir,—We, the teachers, trustees and
friends of‘education, members of the East
Middlesex Teachers’ Association have great
pleasure in extending to you a hearty wel-
come; but it gives us particular pleasure to
welcome you as our Minister of Education,
owing to the deep interest you have mani-
fested in the cause ; eminently meriting the
high compliment paid you by the Rev. Dr.
Ryerson—* A. scholar and a Canadian,
there is no one in Upper Canada better
adapted for the position.”

We have every reason to believe that
your most careful attenti~n will be given to
the vitally important duties devolving on a
Department, vwhich has to shape, control
execute the system, that trains and orepares
the rising generation to fitly occupy the
places of their predecessors—to fiulfil the
duties of after life, whether public or private,
in such a manner as shall be most condu-
cive to the welfare of the individual and
society. Of the national system of educa-
tion which is chiefly due to the untiring
efforts of our late Chief Superintendent of
Education, Dr. Ryerson, on whom too high
a mede of praise cannot be bestowed, we
feel justly proud. Vet there are important
modifications and additions required to
make the system perfectly efficient, for
which improvement we look with entire
confidence to the present Hon. Minister of
Education.

Again, extending to you our hearty wel-
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come, we have the honor to subscribe our-
selves your most obedient servants,

J. DEARNESS, W. D. EckErT,
President E. M. T. A. Sect’y.
London, June 10, 1876.

In reply the Hon. Minister thanked the
association for the kind expressions tender-
ed him, referring, in complimentary terms,
to the late Chief Superintendent of Educa-
tion and his work, showing the difference
between the position occupied by the Chief
Superintendent and the Minister of Educa-
tion. He also expressed his determination
to make himself acquainted with Trustees,
Teachers, High and Public School Masters,
and all those interested in carrying out che
school system with a view to increase its
efficiency. At the conclusion of a very
ably reply of about twenty minutes, he re-
sumed his seat amidst hearty applause.

The discussion on Township Boards was
resumed. by Mr. Dixon. Mr. O’Brien,
Trustee, Mr. Crooks, and others, having
spoken, it was resolved on motion of Mr,
Dixon, seconded by Mr. Stoddart, That in
the opinion of this meeting the law relating
to Township Boards should be amended so
as to permit townships after making a trial,
if dissatisfied with it, to return to the sec-
tion system, and further that the quesiion
of township »s. section trustees be voted at
every annual meeting.

On motion of Mr. Wright, it was resolved
that the regulation relating to Public School
Examination should be amended by requir-
ing that there may be three, but that there
shall be two public school examinations in
each year.

On Saturday afternoon, after making
some announcements the President called
on Mr. Eckert to resume the discussion on
the report of the Resolution Committee by
taking up the part relating to the granting
of third ciass certificates. A lengthened
and spirited discussion took place in which
many of the teachers took part, besides In-
spectors Boyle and Dearness.

The following is the report as passed :—

That, whereas a large proportion of third
class teachers, either fail, or do not aspire
10 obtain second class certificates,thus tend-
ing to lower the average teacher's standard
and to suppl;y largely the schools with be-
ginners instead of those who have had ex-
experience ; therefore be it hereby resolved,
that in the opinion of this Association :—

1st. That there be two grades of third
class certificates, to be known as Grade A
and Grade B. .

2nd. That to the subjects at present re-
quired there be added /.Igebra, to the end
of Simple Equations: Flementary Mensura-

tien, Euclid—Book I. ; and 300k~xe-:ping.°

3rd. That Grade B be given on not less
than o per cent. of the subjects at present
required, and Grade A on 50 per cent. of
the total, and also on each of the test sub-
jects.

4th. That Grade A qualify for the posi-
tion of tnaster, and Grade B for assistant.

sth. That the present monitors’ and as-
sistants’ certificates be abolished, their place
being taken by Grade B of the third class.

6th. That candidates for Grade B be ad-
mitted at 16 years of age ; candidates for
Grade A at 19, this latter age being quite
young enough for any person to take sole
charge of a school, except perhaps, such as
have had a Normal training, with model
school practice.

7th. That Grade B be given for one year,
and renewable from year to year on recom-
mendation of the Inspector.

That grade A be given for five years,with
permission to write for a second class cer-
tificate at the <nd of three years, gwving the
candidates option at beginning of examina-
tion for second class to write the whole
examination at once, or proceed to his cer-
tificate by two examinations, taking a fixed
part of the subjects one year, the remainder
the following year. That a 3rd A be renew-
able from year to yeay on the special re-
commendation of the Inspector, and at the
requisition of the Trustees, and that all re-
newals be made by the Board of Examiners
after examination, those for 3rd A being ex-
amined on secord class paper.

The final report cf the Finance Commit-
tee was received.

On motion of Mr W. D. Eckert, second-
ed by Mr. J. A. Lynaru, a vote of thanks
was tendered Mr. J. B. Boyle, inspector, for
the interest taken and assistance rendered
during the course of this convention.

On motion of Mr. Sutherland. seconded
by Mr. Bateman, a vote of thanks was
passed, with applause, to the Honorable the
Minister of Education for the deep interest
taken in the cause of education, and for the
kind attention given and able service ren-
dered at the meeting of our Association.
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A vote of thanks was also passed fo the.
Mayor and Aldermen for the use of the,

City Hall ; also to the press for the reports
of our meeting,

The meeting adjourned by singing “God

Save-the Queen,” © e
*The next convention will be held on the

 second Friday.and Saturday of Octgber'.,lt‘
will be of the pature of an Institute, and
will be conducted by J. Kirkland; Esq.,
M.A., Master, Normal School, Toronto.
On the Friday evening he will deliver a

| public lecture on the magic lantern as'a

means of illustration.

CHOICE MISCELLANY.

—The conjunctive mood— thoughts of
matrimony.

—English Spelling-match : Pronouncer—
“ Saloon.” Speller—* Hes, hay, hel, ho,
ho, hen ; saloon.”

—Experiénce does take dreadfully high
school wages, but he teaches like no other.
— Carlyle.

—The most_effective wa)'r for a .bo.yf to
learn a hee sees is just to put his finger
well into the hive.

—There is nothing more frightfil than for
a teacher to know only what. his scholars
are intended to know.— Getke. .

—Gail Hamilton thinks school exhibitions
are fearfully and wonderfully contrived to
use up pupils and break down teachers, and
to take all the substance out of what should
be an education.

—A lady applying for admission to the
junior class of an Eastern seminary, and
being asked as to her qualifications, repiied:
“ I amn’t much of an arithmeticker, but I’'m
an elegant grammarist.”

—A bill to prohibit the sale of liquor
within four miles of the California Univer-
sity promapts a paper to call it * An.act to
promote pedestrianism among the stu-
dents. ”

—* What can you say of the second law
of thought ?” “ It can not both be and
not be. For example, this door must be
either shut or open. It can’t be both shut
and open.” ¢ Give another illuiiration.”
“ Well, take the case of anothér door™

—1It is not a welcome thing to feel obliged |

to say—and yet it has to be said by some:
body—that graduation: addresses to school-

i boys should be kept free from ;urgifi'
thetoric and tangled sentences.—/Philadel-
phia Ledger.

—The only hard and valuable pi¢ce of
work in pure arithmetic that the student ha’s
to encounter is the multiplication table,
which very absurdly stops at ¢ twelve times’
twelve,? but might usefully be carried four
or five time§ as far.

-~% The boy at the head 6t the class will
state what were the Dark Ages of the
world.” Boy hesitates. “Next. Mastef
Biggs, can you tell me what the Dark Ages
were?” ¢ I guess they were the agées
before spectacle were invented ¥’

—No single element of education seems to
me more important than the acquisition of”
at least one language other than the mother-
tongue. It seems to arouse and develop
the intellectual pature of a child as nothing’
else can.—Bayard Zaylor.

—The word “inheritance ”came in a
| paragraph in the reading lesson, and a
visitor asked, “ what is an inheritance P’
“ Patrfimony,” was the reply. “ What is a
patrimony ?” ““ Itis something left by a
father.” What would you call it if left by a
mother ?” ¢ Matrimony.”

—Whoever else may sigh for the ¢ good
old times,” we suppose school principals.are
not of the number. In 1661 their duties
were as follows, in some of the towns of
New Enpgland. . To actas Cputt_mqugpger,
to sérve. summonses, to lead the choir un.
Sundajs, to ring the bell for public worship,
to dig’ the graves, to take charge of the
school and petform other occasional duties.”

—The New England Journal of Education.
truly enough says that a mnew art is to be

1
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desued in educanon— the art of giving in-
“stitute instiuction. To' be successful, it
st . doribine the best' quilities of the
s::hool teacher, the lecturer, and the preach-
ef'; and until this art is cultivated as a
specialty, institutes will never be produc-
tive of the results of which they are
capable

—That educational veteran, Dr. George
B. Emerson, of Massachusetts, proclaims
himself opposed to the common custom of
instigating one child to surpass another.
“ A “child,” he says, “ ought to try to sur-
pass itself, and be taught to love other chil-
dren. Many teachers make a mistake in
paying too much attention to the bnghter
scholars, to the neglect of the poorer ones,’

——We all have two educations—one which
we Yecéive from others, and another, and
tlie Most valuable; which we'give ourselves.
"I "is this last which fixes our grade in
society-and' eventually out actual condition

i fhts life and’ the ‘color of our fate’ here— :

dfter. ' All-the professors and teachers in
‘the wotld would not maké you a wise or'a
good man ~vithout your éwn ¢co-operation ;

and if such you are determined to be, the -

want of them will not prevail— Fokn Ran-
dolpk 10 his nephew.

—-»Educatxon is the awakening of the heart,
it iy’ life, vitality, the arousing of the spirit.
‘And hence all the arts come beside the
truths of life. Education being the power
tor'thitik, the power to act, the power to
feel deeply, what we:need is not informa-
tion only, but the awakening of somethmg
that moves the sluggish blood in our hearts
and makes’ us truly alive. I speak with
feeling upon this point, because one of the
greatcalammes with which we all have to
‘battle is narrowness—that is, we all become
attached to our own little path in life, and
wé think thatis the God-appomted hfc——
Professpr Swing.

——-Gough in a lecture East, told the stoxy

of two topers; who occupied each a bed in |
“thé sarde room. One mnight both came |

" homnie drunk afd instead of each taking his

‘owit, "theéy both tunibled into the same |
;selfconﬁdence truly earped.
« So-thereis |
.sons't0 findthatithey haveread a passage
-and yet they. are entirely unconscious of its

bed. "~ After awhile; “Bob,” says Jim,
“ there” Sa manin my bedi”
i fiine,” answers Jim. After awhile Bob’s
dignity felt itself to be to6 much insulted,
“and he gave the intridei an indighant k1ck
wﬁléh sent him down on thé ﬂoor hke' 2]

log. ¢ Jim,” he said, at length, “ I have
kicked out my man.” Poor .Jim answers,
trom his place ot the floor, ¢ My man has
kicked me out.”

- —There can be no question but that

those peoples and generations which have
excelled in knowledge-have ilso excelled‘in
power ; but any- éducator “of youth who
should act upon the principles that educa-
tion cossists in cramming  the mind with
knowledge ‘will have perpetrated as great
a1 error as would a body of civil engineers
who should saturate the atmosphere with
vapor from boiling caldrons because ib is
known that steam is a motor. The truth is
that steam and kiowledge are power (or
rathér means of power) only when propetly
used. 'Many a man who has been known
as a walking encyciopedxa has been equally
noted for inability to put his knowledge ‘to
account, because the ‘practical part of his
education bad, been neglected.—Appleton's

Fournal.

—SELF-CONFIDENCE. is better learnied than
unledrned. If you.begin life thinking you

‘are’ of much ‘account;-that yoir know much,
or are‘capable’of: great things, as you grow

older (if you have good commbn sense) you

will: havé to spend-the:best part of your life
‘in finding out what you can: ##do, what you
'do not, know, and, consequently, what you

are not; in other words, ‘in unléarning what
you at first. took for granted. -On- the other

-hand, if you begin: by.thinking litle of your-
‘self and- "youxattmnments and when circum-
'stances ccall-yow to a certain -action you at-
“tenipt it with. diffidence; yet accomplish it
‘with perseverance, -you have gained' -one

point ; ‘you have proved yourself capable of

‘that .one thiig ; and-as far:as that:goes you
‘havé'earned-a right to selficonfidence.- In

this.way, you will be constantly finding out

.your-réal-capacity—what you are good for ;

and by doing this, can mske yourself useful
while preparing,gradually for. greater useful-
ness ,. \vh%e ‘in. thinking of “yourself more
highly’ than you. ought te, think, at the out-

Atake is.lost. to. others, a.nd more. than:lost to

yourself. Se]f—conﬁdence truly learned is

~Ti isnot:a-rdre experience to most per-

contents. .The:physical man:seems to:have
done1ts patjc pe::fectly ; but the mmd was

-
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employed upon other errands. Years are
wasted before many of us discover that

most of our ordinary reading is performed
with not more than one-half of the mind,
without real mental activity. There are
persons who have been hard of hearing all
their lives without realizing it, simply be-
cause experience has not given them an
idea of a power more acute than their own.

It is somewhat so in the matter of attention.
It is rather a discovery to us when we first
realize what may be accomplished by con-
centration of force ; when we feel that at-
tention is not passivity, but energy. [t is
a fortunate day for us when this awakening
comes, and we begin the earnest endeavor
to hold our mind to its work as though it
were a truant school-boy. — Scientific
Monthly.

—The following gem of figurative language
occurs in an article on American Medical
Education in a Nashville paper : “A teach-
er with his belly full of fire, and every
nervous fibril in his organism astrut with
electricity, with a memory faithful as a hand-
maid to his genius, and to the threshold of
whose storehouse of learning the writers of
all countries and all ages have lain down
their contributions: such a man in an
active state of cruption, with lightnings
flashing about his mouth, and lava, at a
white heat, pouring over his beard and sein-
tillating among an audience who, though
spell-bound, have each a half dozen able-
bodied Amens struggling in his elongated
throat, and, like a lighted shell, ready to
explode, yes, such 2 man may inspire one
to struggle on amaid poverty, neglect, and
contumely, till the day-star of promise shall
peep over his horizon, and beckon him to
triumph and glory ; but it {s the ‘ene man,
and act the college,to whom he will ascribe
his regeneration.”

—Carlyle’s advice to a teacher, in a letter
writter in 1859 : “I can give you no
advice or precept about the matters you
write of except this one remark :—The
grand secret (worth all the others. together,
(and with which all the others are worth
nothing and less) for inculcating and teach-
ing virtues and graces is that & man honest-
ly and with more and more silent ‘sincerity
have them himself lodged there in the silent
depths of his being. They will not fail to
shine through, and not enly visible, but un-
deniable, in whatever he & led to say or do;

and every hour of the day he will conscious-
ly and unconsciously, find good means of
teaching them. Thisis the grand, indispen-
sable prerequisite. This present, the rest
is very certain to follow. The vest is the
mere matter of detail, depending on
specialty of circumstances; which a man’s
own common sense, if he is in earnest
toward his aim,will better and better instruct
him in. The business, I am <orrowfully
aware, is often enough undertaken without
this indispensable pre-requisite—nay, in
general, there is a dim notion abroad that
a man can teach such things by merely
wishing to do it and without having them
himself ; but the fatal result inevitably is he
teaches, can teach, nothing but hyprocnsy
and unblessed abery and mendacity. It is
a kind of salvation to his poor pupils if
they, in a dim way, see through him and
refuse to imbibe the slow poison of such
teaching. I fancy you to be an ingenious
young than, aimiog manfully to de. your
best in the vocation which has. fallen to you;
and I hang up far ahead (I hope} this ugly
but true warning upon a certain path which
all mortals of us ought to avoid and abhor
much more than we do at present.”

—A word as to the methods and courses
of study. ‘There is danger in introducing a
programme for each day’s work so complete
and perfect that every moment is provided
for, apd the teacher becomes merely one
part of a complicated machine. Such a
programme may get more work out of the
listless and lazy teacher—one who does
only what one is compelled to do, and who,
unless specially directed, would dismiss the
various classes after hasty recitations and
spend the rest of the time in reading the
Wayverly Magasine behind one's desk. It
may help the stupid and unambitious teach-
er, who would never either originate an idea
or pay & dollar for an educational paper or
rmianual which might suggest the idea of
others. But to the energetic, cultured,sym-
pathetic teacher, it is a serious impediment
to ‘be compelled to lug in a little.zoology at
from 3:20 to 3:30 on Friday afternoon, or
to inculcate that honesty is the best policy
at 13 a.m. on the fifth Tuesday of the term.
One could better teach these things as cir-
cumstances suggest; and if one were at
liberty to do so, and could study the indivi-
duality of each pupil, and develop now
here and now there, according to the ever-
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varying demands of the moment. Of course
such liberty is safely granted only to good
teachers ; but can an elaborate course of
study get satisfactory results from poor
teachers? A fine school-building is well,
but brains are better than bricks. A course
of study may be metaphysically perfect, but
only true men and women can make true
men and women of pupils.

THE CENTENNIAL.

We give the hymn by Whittier, that was
set to music by John K. Paine and sung
with magnificent effect at the opening exer-
cises.

Our fathers’ God ! from out whose hand
The centuries fall like grains of sand,
We meet : »day, united, free,

And loyal to our land and Thee,

To thank Thee for the era done,

And trust Thee for the opening one.

Here, where of old, by Thy design,
The fathers spake that work of Thine,
‘Whose echo is the glad refrain

‘Of rended bolt and fallen chaip,

To grace our festal time, from all

The zones of earth our guests we call.

Be with us while the new world greets
The old world thronging all its streets,
Unvailing all the triumphs won

By art or toil beneath the sun ;

And unto common good(ordain

This rivalship of hand and brain.

Thou, who hast here 1o concord furled
The war flags of a gathered world,

Beneath our Western skies fulfil

The Orient’s mission of good will,

And, freighted with love’s Golden Fleece;
Send back the Argonauts of peace.

For art and labor met in truce,

For beauty made the bride of use

We thank Thes, while, withal, we crave
The austere virtues strong to save,

The lvnor proof to place or gold

The manhood never bought aor sold ¢

O ¢ make Thou us, through centuries lang,
In perce secure, in justice strong ;
Around .our gift of freedom draw

The safeguards of Thv righteous law y
And, cast in some diviner mould,

Let the new cycle shame the ojd 4

IN SCHOOL-DAYS.

J. G. WHITTIER.

Still sits the school-house by the road,
A ragged beggar sunning ;

Around it still the sumachs grow,
And blackberry vines are running.

Within, the master’s desk is seen,
Deep scarred by raps official ;

The warping floor, the battered seats,
The jack-knife’s carved initial ;

The charcoal frescoes on its wall 5
The door’s worn sill, betraying

The feet that, creeping slow to school,
Went storming out to playing !

Long years ago a winter sun
Shone over it at setting,

Lit up its western window-panes
And low eaves’ icy fretting ;

It touched the golden, tangled curls,
And brown eyes full of grieving,

Of one who still her steps delayed
When 3ll the school were leaving.

For near her stood the little boy
Her childish favor singled ;
His cap pulled low upon a face
Where pnde and shame were mingled.

Pushing with restless feet the snow
To right and left, he lingered ;

{ As restlessly her tiny hands

“The bluechecized apron fingered.

| He saw her lift her eyes ; he felt
The soft hand’s light caressing,
And heard the trembling of her voice,
As ifa fault confessing.

< I'm sorry that I spelt the worc. ;

1 hate to go abdve you,

Because "—the brown eyes lower fell—
“ Becruse, you see, 1 love you

Stll memory to0 a gray-haired man
That sweet child-face is showing—
Dear girl ! the grasses on her grave
Have forty years been growing.

"| He lives to learn, in life’s hard school,

How few who pass above him
Ismeat their triumph and his loss,

1ike her, because they love him.
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EDITOR’S

—We have several reports from Inspectors to
hand, which will receive attention next month.

—The Report of the Minister of Public Instruction
for the Province of Quebec is to hand. It will re-
ceive attention in a future issue,

—HoME AND ScHooL for June is up to the usual
standard of excellence. It contains 48 pages, of
reading matter besides 30 pages of advertisements.
This liberal advertising patronage is one reason for
its great success. A good education jouraal is one
of the verybest mediums for making announcements,
and advertisers in Oatario should make a note of
the fact. .

—Wae areplease” to announce that a gentleman
well qualified for the task has undertaken to fure
nish for the ONTARIO TEACHER a complete set of
Historical Questions, with answers, in Ancient,
Medieval, and Moden History, after the plan of
Magnell’s questions. They will be of great vziue
to teachers. We hope to commence their publica-
tion very shortly, Now is a good time to subscribe,
S0 as to have the set complete.

THE CANADIAY MoNTHLY and National Re.
view for June is one of the very best numbers yet
issued, ¢‘Fidelis” contributes a very able paper, on
the “* Seen and the Unseen,” vhich is all the more
interesting as following Profes: »r Goldwin Smith’s
article on the Immortality of the Soul, *¢ Fidelis ”
is a firm believer in the Bibleand in a future state
of existence, and maintains his positions with
much ability. The discussion of the great question
of Protection is continued by R. W, Phipps, of To-
ronto, who discusses the Advantages of Protective
Tariffs, Mr. John King, M.A., Berlin, contributes
a paper on the Canadian Press Association, in
which he gives a sketch of its history, and suggests
improvement in the nature of the proceedings at
the annual meeting. We trust his advice may have
due weight. * The Day of Rest” by W. Mac-
donnell, Lindsay, enters into the history of the
observance of a2 Sabbath, and quotes a varety of
opinions, and deliverances in regard sto it. James
Douglas, Quebec, gives a readable sketch of the
Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia. The
¢ Current Events ™ review, poetry, serials, "and
other articles we have not spzce to mention, make
up 2 rich intellectual repast. Adam, Stevenson &
Co., Toronto, publishers, $3.50 per annum.

—We would direct attention to the advertisement
of the Northern Central and Pennsylvania Rail
roads. This is said to be one of the very best

DRAWER.

routs for reaching the Centennial Exhibition and
will doubtles be taken advaatage of by a large pro-
portion of intending visitors, We have also to
hand a pamphlet of 50 pages called *‘ The Centen-
nial Exhibition and Northern Central and Pennsyl.
vania R. R, Of course the book is gotten out
in the interest of the corporation, but it is gotten up
so well, and the reader gets so much that is useful
and entertaining, that he can easily allow the pub-.
lishers to say a fair word for themselves. The
cover is an appropriate anl artistic design, in dark
blue on pale blue ground. and the first thing the
reader strikes on opening it will be of incalculable
use to him if he is going to the Centennial. Itis a
large folded sheet, having on one side 2 map of the
Centennial grounds, and on the other a complete
map of Philadelphia. This alone will preserve the
book from destruction. Following is a carefully
written, concise and practicable article on the
Exhibition, which gives one a comprehensive idea
of what there is to see, and leaves him in an excel-
len: frame of mindeto decide how to dv it. The
l last thing in the book is a large map of the United
States, showing how every place in America where
there is a railroad connects with the Northern Cen-
tral and Pennsylvania R. R. Line. The book is
one which any one intending to visit the Exposi-
tion will _arefully preserve for reference. The
most wonderful part of the whole thing is that the
book is given away ; any one sendingto Mr. Sam'’l
Seymour, the Westérn Passenger Agent of the
Northern Central, Buffalo, N. Y., will receive one
by return mail.
TO SUBSCRILERS.

Subscribers are respectfully requested to remems
ber and observe the following rules :

1. When you want your Post Office changed, or
the ¢ Teacher ” discontinued, always let us know
at what Post Office you have been receiving it, and
save us a great deal of unnecessary trouble.

in advance, the ¢ Teacher ” is discontinued when
the time paid for expires. Subscribers are specially
requsted to send in renewals promptly. The No.
on the label will show how far the time paid for
extends. :

3. Always register letters containing money.
They will then be at our risk.

4. When any number of the ¢ Teacher” fails to
reach a subscriber, we always re-mail a copy, if
notified promptly.

5. Send as few postage stamps as possible.

2. As we have adopted the system of payment -




