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AN Foreign Mission Socielies, as far as we are
aware, eventually find it necessary 10 a due maio-
tenance and spread of interest iif their work, and
10 aid in carrying og their business, to have papers
devoted to their interasts cxduS[vcly We need
not stop 1o askvhy this is the case. 1t is suffi-
cient 10 note this fact as the outcome of the experi-
" ~ence of The THristian world it Thaider tindes in"THe
work of Foreign Missions. We Canadian Baptists
are not likely to find out any thing new in this re-
spect, but mher to come to a conccnsus with those
J--whoyere i
| W have Toinid” o wide- sprc‘.xﬁ desm.' for some-
thinwof the kind which we hope this little monthly
may become. Our experience in ageacy work has
been somewhat extensive, and we can heartily con-
cur with Bro. Boggs when lie exclaims, ** Oh when
are we to have the paper.  The crying need we
have seen for something of this kind among the
churches.” Nearly two years ago, Rev. J. L. Camp-
bel), now of Montreal, spoke in one of his letiers
about the necessity of 2 paper of the kind now pre-
sented. The Women's Board at Toronto last sum.
mer appointed Mrs. Freeland as an cditor for their
Board, and requested us to lay the malter before
the Board in Montreal, and also before the Boards
of the Maritime Provinces. The plan was to have
each Board take a share in the paper, and furnish
a proportion of the funds to carry on the paper,
and get as much of the expense back as they could
by subscriptions. This plan fell through, as the
Boards did not think they were justified in using
their funds in this way. They all wanted the paper,
but felt that it would have to be independent of any
pecuniary help from the several Ladies’ Boards—
that is, that it must be a private ¢ffort. Dr. Cramp,
Mr. and Mrs. Seldon, Dr. Tupper, Mrs. March,
Mrs. Alloway, Mrs. Humphrey, and many others
whom we could mention, have warmly seconded
the effort to start a paper. The Baptists of the
Marilime Provinces and of the Westesn Provinces
1% are joined in mission-work in India. Ie is highly

. desirable that we should know more of and be
' more interested in each other's work thn\l we are
likely to be by any present arrangement. Vcry few
copies of the denominational papers of thd Mari.
time Provinces reach the upper provinces, ahd the
same i true of the papers of the west reachi g the

|

|

I save much trouble to. these who_take up this work

% The Gentiles shall com: lo.l/ hy light, and kings o the {:ngh/nm of thy rising."—1Is. Ix. 3.

{ ToronTo, July 1, 1878,

—

LINK of stronger ties that herealter may bind us all i
from the*Atlantic to the Pacific, in closer Christian |
effort and work. 7 '

The paper would_huve been started before, but |’
for the difficulty we have met in obtaining editorial ;
oversight.  This difficult{ is now happily met.

The plan for the paper is this. We send out '
this sample copy and s¢licit subscribers. [ the
subscription list reaches 1000, the paper will be
permanently started.  Qtherwise we will consider
that the denomination as a whole do not desire 1t,
and will let the matter drop. The price will be 25¢
per vear, payable in advance.  Circles sending will
oblige us much if they will send in clubs, as it will

as a labor of lov:. Dear friends, attend to this
matter af once on receipt pf this specimen copy, so
that we may get out a2 number lor August, &c., &c.
We ask the sympathy ¥ aid of our denomina-
[ohal Bgans E4Stan S Teeling sure thal they
will not see in this little inexpensive monthly a
rival, but their humble helper, who will induce in
many of its readers adesize for what they do not
now have—a good denominational §: '

Of course the paper will he much more interest-
ing when we get contributions, notices, appeuls,
&ec., coming in from Siancy to Winnipeg, and from
all our stations in India.

A V. Tuaprany.

>

OUR AIMS.

At home ovr efforts should be directed to having
a  Ladies Circle " in every church. A monthly
missionary prayer meecting on the first regular
prayer meeting of the month. Every Sabt;ath
School doing something for this object. And last |
but not least, a canpass of every church great or :
small once a yecar for funds for the General . Mis-
sion Work. \Vhen thus is done will we have ex- |
ceeded the last command of Christ? '

WOMEN AND MISSIONS

The Women's Board of Missions, Congregatiana- :
ist U.S. A has just closed another year, the tenth,
of its life and labour, and presents a record of
growth as gratifying to its fricods as it will be !
alarming to its critics. The important statistics for
the year are thesc: At home, 16 branches. 8 con.
ference associations and more than 4,000 mission !
circles ; abroad, 67 missionaries, 58 Bible readers '
and 49 village and day schools ;- subscriptions and
donations, $66,813.06 ; otheg receipts, $17,8¢7.71. |
The individual reports from the several-schools are

g east.  We rust this little shcet may be only a first

.

all h(ghly encouraging.

"Bajitist Cliurch’ in"{he ‘world.

ARE MISSIONS A FAILURE?

Mr. Clough, of Ongole, writing in December
i last, stated that at one time there were fifteen-
hundred asking for baptism. Can we take in the
s picture of filieen-hundred men and wowen who
* had cast away their idols, gnhcred in the mission
compound seeking “ fhis way.” One preacher
stated that he turned back four-hundred who had
started for Ongole for bapism.  Mr. Clough had
sent out a circular, staung that owing to the
hard times, prevalence of discase, and pressure of
work, (hé people were nat 1o be requested to come
in then, yet fifieen-hundred came.  The charch at
Ongole, we presume, at this time is the largest
Eléven years ago
there was one christian in the place.

Mr. Drake who went to the new field of Kur-
noot less than two years since has been baptizing
Wdarge numbers L o o

P
~

' THE LARGE HEARTS OF QUR FAT

P‘N
‘There are some at the present day who cry out >~

In the memor <
of that great missionary, Jehn Chamberlain, we read
that the outfic and passage of Mr. and Mrs. Cham-
bedain from England to Calcutta was £435 19s.
14 They came by way of America, as at that
time, early 1n this century, no vessel from England
dare take out missionarics to India. Money was
worth more then than now, and the society was
financially weak ; yct the noble fathers of modern
missions persevered and laid well the foundation
of the present rapid christianization of India. We,
their sous, can now send by way of England mis-
sionaries for a good deal less than half ot the sum
mentioned above. Shall we then, when God is
gathering tens of thousands 1o the cross of Christ,
complain?  “God forbid.”

* Foreign Missions are expensive.”

— - et —.

OUR PRESSING NEEDS.

Do we ask too much for new work among the
spmtually blind mllions of north Telingana when
: we appeal to sixty-five thousand Baptists for $ao,
000? That brethern and sisters is what we need
Ten thousand for the Mnrmme Provinces, and’ the
same for the’ ‘West. - For the East by August, and
for the West by the middle of October, we must
have the sums named sent to the several treasurers,

K

Fiji was once the symbol of canibalism. At:
i ptesent time there is one island with 10,006' q
ple, in every house of which, family prayer. i35
served.
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; i ¥ Chriftinn if 1 could believe in the divinity of Chrlit.”:| has opened.to its operations o very euccessful field

OUR TELEGU MISSIONS.
e _— Such-testimony is not, we think, jnfrequent now.”"— | of labor which I am now about to detail.
.. .. A building for_school and worship is very much | Reutew e 3

 Indian Lvangelical 4—Pho—buptizd—Tonvorts in convection with this
needed in Cocanada, The rent, about $300 per

year, is a-large sum to-pay for what-to a very lim-
ited extent, and in an unsatisfactory nianner, meets
the wants of the mission work there. A good
house.could be built for $2,000 :-part 6f -thissum
has been faised, and the rest is most urgently
needed. Cannot some of our friends send liberal
donations for this object. Mr. and Mrs. Currie
are now at Zuni, 40 miles north of Cocanada.
They very much need help for building and mis,
sion work.

Over 100 wete added by baptism to Cocanada
church last year. We are unable to give the num.
ber added to the several wissions under brethren
Armstrong, Sanford and Churchill.

The Ladies Board of the Fast are going to sup-
‘ply these brethren and their wives with necessary
buildings in their several stations. They expect
to send out a young lady, Miss Hammond, this
autumn.  Possibly Me. and Mrs. Boggs may also

return, Mr. & Mrs. Timpany, and the Telego |

young lady, Miss M. Amelia Keller, expect to re-
turn the first of September. Miss Keller's pas-
sage, and Mrs. Timpany’s, as far as possible, will
be paid by the Toronto Ladies Board. We wish
the finances of the Society of the West, would have
enabled Miss Lightbody, of Brantford, to accom-

~“~pany the departing missionaries. But we live. in

the hope that we may welcome her in the near
future, in India  Centainly, the women East and
West have abundance of work before them. And

¢——:.1pav those who, up to this time, have stood apart

xith fplded hands, now link them in the golden
chain that is being extended to India’s degraded
daughters. Let the Gospel shine into the homes of
India /

PROGRESS OF FEMALE EDUCATION
IN INDIA.

Ten years ago, it is doubtful if there were in the

District of Hoogly, ten native ladies who could

. road-and-write.  Now, the ladies 1n every respec-
table family can read and write.

Out of about 3,000 women baptized by our
Telegu missionanes of the Missionary Union and
Canadian Mission, during the past ten years, not a
woman could read a word. More than 1,000 of
them, [ presume, can read now.

APPRECIATING CHRISTIAN BOOKS.

“The missionaries of the Free-Baptst Mission in

Orissa ind some encouragement in the dissemination

of literature. * Our books are much sought after now,”

writes the Rev. J. Phillips, “ aften &y name, although :
“they arc gencrally sold now.” lle contrasts dhis

with the state of things some years: ago, when books

would be taken only to be returned or torn up.  Mr.

Marshall, of ‘Balasore, reports that “ the Bible, which
" “in the early times of the history of our mission, was

“ considered so unholy a book as to defile the man

“who would-touch it, is tb-day, sought after as no

“ other baok is sought. It has alrcady become tAe
v, “book among Hindus of our stations.”

_Mr. Phillips, of Jellasore, met with an educated
Babu, and asked him what he (hought the relynous
future of India was to be. The Babu considered the
. ,‘question a hard one, but said that idolatry was doomed.

“ Tt is impossjblg for the Hindus to remain idolaters.
“ Atheism couldever satisfy a people for any con-
. .. #siderable length of time. "I hive little hope of
“Brabuaism. Its votaries are already very much
ivided against themselves. 1 myself could be a

‘| hundred dotlars sinte Maich:

Orissa joins the Telegu country on the north.
Same of the work of our mission extends where
the Oryia language mingles with the, Telegu.

STEALING FIRE.

“ Now conceri]ing the collection for the saints,
as | have given order to the -churches of Galaua,
even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let
every one of you lay by him in store as God hath
prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I
come. And when I come, whomsoever ye shall
approve by your letters, them will I send to bring
your liberality to Jerusalem, I Cor. 16:1-3." Many
explain this as a divine command to raise their own
church expenses while it was 2 command relating to
the needy beyond.

-

Correspondente.

Under date of June 21st, Mrs. Claxton, Presi-
i’ dent of the Montreal Women's Board, in a private
| note, writes anens their recent quarterly meefing :

“ Miss Muir gave a distressing account of our
] missionanes in India. It cannot be possible that
they are 50 needy. We have sent three or four
T2, T think, we
have seot thirteen hundred dollars now towards the
girls’ quarters. .. We are working away,
and though we cannot boast of so many circles as

circles and have raised more money than last year.
1. The people in the country are interested, and have
' sent more money.” The above record shows what
can be done, when there 1s a mind to work.

Mrs. Pearce, of Strathroy circle, writes to Miss
Erskine Buchan :—* Our circle meets on the first
Monday of the month. [ read your letter, and
we fecl quite interested in having a paper which
would contain news from our own mission. Please
tell Mr. Timpany we can take ten copies, praying
God's blessing may rest on it to str us to more
active interest in our heathen sisters.”

) TheSecreiary at Whitby wnites :—** There are only
nine members, but I must say that our meetings
are full of interest, and the attendance is very regu-
1 lar, and all seem to be greatly interested. We are
! looking hopefully oo for a grand future, 1 only
I wish we could get something written on our own
wission work in India. 1t is very hard to get any-
thing of interest.”  The church at Whitby is small
but the sisters evidently do pot think that any ex-
7 cuse for not working.

[ ]
.-

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF REV. G.
PEARCE TO “THE FREEMAN."

Ramapatam is n smal) village and bazasr on the
Coromandel Qoast, one hundred and fifty miles
from Modms. The place was formerly a civil station,
and some good buildings had beon erected hero for
the uccormmodation of Governmont officors.  Somo
vight years ginco tho Government abandoned the
place and eold the premises Lo a native, who in his
turn eold them to the Mission at a very low price.

. In view of what bas since occurred, the
| obtaining of these premises by tho Miesion may be
! rogarded 0s a vory providential event. The position

the Westem (Toronto), Board, we have more.

station are now upwards of a thousand, .

The two Misaionaries .occupying this position are
the Rev. R. R. Willioms and tho Rev. A. A.
Newhall. .:The former ‘has & large Thoological
Semingry of moro than one hundred young men and
women gethored not from Ramepatam only, bug
from the eaverl atations of the whole Mission and
sont in by tho brothren. To the trining of these
pupils be devotes his entiro time and strength.

he special’charge of the Remopatam portion of
the Mission i8 in Mr. Nowhall’s hands, and consists
a8 in ordinary cases of tho superintendence of native
Lvangeliets, of which he bas many, itinerating for
the preaching of the gospel i the cooler months of
the yeur, and, olthough vot now the pastor of tho @
Church, attending to the numerous applicants for
ba;l)l,inm brought in by the native preachom, ete.
All this is abundantly sufficient for one man's
stropgth, but at the time of our visit the famine and
the weskoned condition of the Mission by death,
and othét vauses, ‘have added immensely to his
burdens, and may well cause anxiety for the future
unless he be speedily reinforced with help from
Amwmerica.

Of the work of famine relief, I must edd a word
or two hereafter.

On the first Suuday after our arrival, we attonded
in tho worning a Sunday School held i the pative
chapol, 8 building copable of hulding at least four
bundred persons.

This sehool consists not of mere- hova and girls
but embraces the whole Christian population resid-
ing on the componnd, bence men and . womeon, and
some of thewn quile 8ged, werc seen under instruction,

Oue featuro of (hie School intorcated us much. It
is a rulo hero, that each person on the compound,
whethor young or old, shall learn vorses of 8cripturo
—those who can read,-a verse ovory day, and those _
“ wWhe carindt read; Totit vorses in the week, for help

iu which they are indsbted to lh% kind offices of

their brethren und sisters of the sigtioh.

The verses are ropeated at the fmorning school,
the hearing of which occupies df course a lorge
portion of the time of the leachers. This is not
ouly a rule, but algo a practice, us wo had ovidence
while lovking around.

11 pleased us wuch to hear an aged native woman
who could not read repeat with ready fluency the
vorses for the week.

Ly ull this a8 well as from othor means of instrue-
uon curried on here, we say with delight that the
training of the Christians at this place in divine

knowledge is carefully and Jaboriously sttended o,
] a fact which aagurs well for the future of the people

of the Mission. At 9 o'clock a.m., the ringing «f a
| bell invited us o attend Divino service in tho build
1 ing before mentioned. Tho audience was latge, the
placo being well tilled.  The exercis:s were con.
ducted not by the Pusior, but by a native.minister,
& men of middle age, and who is the head teachor in
Mr. Williamg's Theologicnl Seminary, a pumon
ovidently of wuch preaching power, and as [ was
 assured, of cousidorable atiainments.  He certainly
i wus Jistened to with great attention by his uudience.
« This good man, a convert it is belisved of the
+ Mission, oweg his atlainments to the care bestowed
! upen him )@a sovoral brethron and not the leust to

Ins connection with the Thevlogiea) Seminary, and

position therein. 1 learned from the brethren that
i ho was highiy loved and respected for hin general
: character.

Linmediately after the closo of this sorvice, the

, Church convened fur the purpose of the oxamination
"of caadidotes for baptism, 1t occupied fully two
t hours of the forenoon and the whole of the aficr-
noon, the result of which was the accoptance of
forty-nine persons. 'lie nalive Pastor of the Church,
bearing tho American name, of Newton White,
(being o proldgd of a gentloman of that natne) now
presided.  After prayor ho deliverod rather a long
address regarding the object that was now before
them, especially the important enquirjes upon whic
thoy were ontering.




-

Tho eandilates came-in one by ‘one, were care
fully questioned as to the reason of their wish for
baptism, teeir faith in Christ and the incidents of
their conversion. The inquiry being ended some
ape arose and proposed that the person just oxamined
should bo accopted or rejected us the judgment
wight be. After this motion ‘was scconded by
anothor wember, it was put to tho vote of the )
Church which expressed its judguent in the usual |
way of lifting up the right hand. Generully a large
number of Lands were raised and thus the accoptance
or rejection of the individusl wes determined. I
noticed that the rejections averaged about one in
five of the upplicanta. It is plessing to add here
that the whole procesdings wero conduoted with the
ulmost order und easo for n satisfactory result, and
let ue hupe that it was attained.

Mr. Newhall was pressnt during the whole
oxamination aml ofien put in questions for better
bringing forth the candidstes’ views and feolings.
At five in tbe evening we resorted to the ride of the
canal beforo mentioned, wherein wo bad tho plessure
of witnessing the baptism of this large number of
native men und women. It was conducted by the
Postor and two otber brethron assisting. Taking
the candidate by the haud, he lifted his right hand
towards heavon and repeating the words of the
formula, solemnly immersed him in the name of the
Father, Son aud Holy Ghost. The wholo scene was
a very joyful and euggestive one. After tho samo
process of ¢xamination thirty-five other porsons ware
baptized on tho following Sunday, making, during
five weeks, the addition to the Church at this station
of nearly two hundred persuns.

1 have mentioned the nalive
Church at-this place.

A further reference to this subject is worthy of
record. Th Rev. Mr Timpany, Mr. Newhall's iw-
medinte predecessor, having been long impressed
with the importance of enlisting the talents and
encournging native offort in every department of
thie good work, had proceeded both at Ramapuiam
and ut s sistor church, Cambaldiny, forty miles dis-
tant to appoint* native Pastors, snd had intereated !
the people so far es to induce them to wake con-
tributions in aid of Church effort.

This subject also ook u seep bold on Mr.
Newball's mind on his arrival.  Two things
especially impressed hivn, first, that the Pustor should
bo appointed by the Church and not by the
Missionary, und next, that the peuplo should by |
themselves sdequateoly support their Pastor ; and on
his succeeding W the care of the Mission, he
endcuvored to enlist the sympathies of the Church
10 his views.  His effort waa successful. The choice |
of the people fell upon the young man already
montioned, who Lad just comploted bLis Theologieal |
course undor Mr. Williame. |

They also readily agreed to undertako his support. ;
Low this is dune we had the pleasure of witnessing
at one of the Subbath services. On contributions *
boing called for, wany camo up and laid down upon ;
the table small suins amoanting in the whole to no
less than 15 rupees. No pames were mentivped, '
the wholo offoring scemed o be entirely voluatary.
Mr. Nowhall seems to have the assurance that this |
uction of the Church will continve permwanent.” !

Eight years ago last February, where this mission !
of over one thousand converts now is we found a |
wide heathen waste, where no missionary had cver l
travelled or worked. The first day we spent out
in that heathen darkness, we were visited by an
old man who came thirty miles 10 beg us to come |
and tell him und his people of the “ way of life.”
We went and two weeks after the old mar and his
son, who could pot read a letter, and others were
baptized. That son is Newton White, the educated,
honored pastor of this great church at Ramapatam,
a self-supporting church.

Canadian Baplists, shall we expect less in our
missions at Cocanada, Thni, Bimlipatam, Kimedy,
Vizianagaram, in the Jéypore country, &c.? Shall
we not rather expect freater things ?  For evidently

pastorship of the
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agWe cast ouT eyévver India and the-test of the
‘heathen-world we discein”a gréat upheaval of the
systems of error, and ever growing multitudes
coming to Christ.

AN ASPECT OF THE MISSIONARIES LIFE.
The brethren at home, with their christian inter-

course with kindred minds and souls, may keep

fresh as the earth that is renewed each spring.

The Foreign Missionary—

" Down he goes into the social mire, the intellect-
ual torpor, the spiritual death of heathenism. He
dwells among the 1ombs. Henceforth it is to be
with him a perpetual giving-out—never a taking in.
The heathen around him don't live in his atmos- ,
phere ; they dou't thiok his thoughts; tgey don't
breathe his spirit. Heis alone. The word never
had a meaning before : it has pow. True, he has
papers and books, and they are passably well for
a time ; but they uever talk ; they never respond
10 what he is saying ; they are never conscious of
his presence ; they never take him by the hand ;
they never smile or shed a tear ; they are voiceless
and pulseless and bloodless. In some places he
is not deprived of* society ; but in others he has
barely one associate, or perhaps two—companions
in tribulation. In the coming six or eight years
they talk themselves out; the old topics become
threadbare. * * * * Heas burdened with a con-
sciousness of mental shrinkage. He feels that
the energies of his body and his soul are evapor-
ating day by day.

Is-1t-strange- that afrereight or ten years of such
service as this, a missionary should ask to be let
off the wheel for a time? There is an overwhelm-
ing sense of exhaustion. [t is strange that he
should be so human as to wish to breathe for a
while once more the upper air of a Christian land,
or that, like David, he should long for one good
drink from the old well at Bethlehem, where he
had been brought up ?

* Missionaries ask for no receptions: they ex-
pect none.  They expect no special purses. They
are ‘ content with ther wages,” hke true soldiers ;
of Jesus Chnst. But they would entreat that they -
be allowed, the same as others, to come apart
awhile and rest themselves, after hard and pro-
tracted terms of service, without being subjected s
10 inconsiderate criticism. Let the question be
settled when and under what circumstances they
are enuitled 10 a vacation, and, when setied, let '
them enjoy it !

“ Christian brethyen, * * * * you drink of the |
cooling fountain that gushes from under the rock. |
When a brother {rom over the sea climbs up after
his eight or ten, ur 1t may be twelve, long years of !
exile, to sit down for a ime under the same shade, !
don’t cluich um and say, ' Down from hence imo |
your old rut; back to your buming sands ' Let-
him rest, a while; the tree 1s big enough to shield .
you both.  He 1s very thirsty, but he won't dnnk
your fountain dry. He nceds the change. He
needs i, my brother, more than you do.  Your
kind Master is also his.  When he gets back again '
to his readmuil, ne will work all the better for his !
vacation, which has done him good and has not
hurt you.” W. AsHMOKE.

1
The ladies of the Mission Circles in London,
Out, at’ meetings held July ast, subscribed for |
Jorty copies of this paper. They expect to nccd(
45 many more. .
The annual increase of communicants in India*
twenty years ago, was less than one thousand, now |
it is seven thousand. .
.
“ THE LARGEST CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION TN THE
WORLD,—~With the exception of Rev. C. Spurgeon’s,
Is in the Sandwich Islands. It nunbers four-thousand
five-hundred members, and it is in the memory of
living men, that the population from which the church

GLIMPSES OF:LIFE AN INDlAw- - -

Brahminism teaches that human lifé is but one
of many stages in the long journey, from Brahma,
back again to absorption 1n him. The soul must
pass through eighty-eizht transmigrations before it
riges to human consciousness, and then if sin be
committed, especially if caste be violated, the
person inay be doomed to go through the tedious
programme again. A human being may become
an animal, a vegetable or a mineral.  To complete
all the transmigrations which Brahminisro demands
of its followers, before they can be blessed with
annihilation, requires 4,320,000 years'and yet there
are more than 100,000,000 people who are the
slaves of this merciless belief!

One of the saddest thoughts copnected with the
Hindoo's belief in trandmigration of the soul, is the
hopelessness of mothers in regard to lirtle ones
who are taken from them byldeath. Could Christian
mothers in America see those wretched women in
India, peering anxiously into the face of 1 goat, a
snake, or a toad, 1o find some trace there of the
child they have losi, they would appreciate the
value of the Christian religion, as they never yet
have done. “ s there a religion which allyws
mothers to hope o see their little dead babes
again 2" With what pathos has this question come
to the ears of the Christian missionary © with what
joy has the poor mother been told of a home abuve,
where mothers find theifingel babes clad in white
robes, and they dwell together in the home pre-
pared by Chnst the Saviour. “If your people
really believe this, why have they not some onc 10
tell us about it2” “ Why dothey-not teach ue- this
precious faith which is meant for women as well as
for men o

Six millions of high caste women in India, who
have all their lives been taught that they have no
souls, are now accessible to Chnstian teach :rs.
They are shut up in Zenanas, never being allowed
10 go out of their houses, exzept in closely covered
conveyances. They arc taught that their whole
duty is implicity to obey their husbands, receive
their numerous beatings without murniunng, and
1o look forward to a time wheh they shall die and
come bach into existance as Men, having souls.
Many of thesc women, as well as their husbands,
have watched closely and critically the native
Chnstians of India, and have come to the con-
¢lusion that Hindoo womea really have souls, and
are capable of education and moral elevation.
Andhey send this canest appeal to the Christian
women of Amenca. Send us teachers, who may
come into our homes and teach us the Christian
rehgion.”  In view of these soul-destroying errors,
shall we longer indulge the vain delusion that our
Chnstian duty 1s limited 10 our own country ? shall
we not rather listen to the groans of these burdened
souls and quickly give them the life and liberty con-
ferred only through the religion of Christ? shall we
with a free salvation sit quietly down to enjoy it ?
Nay, let us rather show our appreciation of what
Chnst has done for us, by offering oursclves
wilhng sacnfices, that the knowledge of Him may
be spread over all the canh. True piety s Jove
drowa from Chnist the fountain head, going out 1n
Lumane and self-sacnificing efforts for the salvation
of our whole race.  We have no nght to sitadle

| one moment, as long as there are those who know

nothing of the chnisian’s God. ' 1f God so loved
us, we ought also to love one another.”  Christian
sisters, this work among the wonwn is for us . we
mast send teachers 1o them ;" we must give freely
of our means to carry on this work. We cannot
call ourselves Christan women, while we sit as 1dle
lookers on and allow these millions of our sisters
n India to grope in the darkness and wretchedness
of heathenism.  “ Freely ye have received, freelp
gve.”
MRs. Scorr,
Assam.

—a——

A large College building is now in course of

was originally drawn were canibals."—//ustrated | €rection at Ongole. This is to be the sphere of

Missionary News.

Mr. Loughridge’s labors.
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« @@OD AND BAD ASPECTS OF THE .
T FAMINE

From the Report of the American Madurp Mis.
sion, we take the following interesting passages :—

‘The year 1897 will long be remembered by the
people of India.
Great Famine.

The close of 1876 was gloomy enough. The
rains had entirely failed ; the scarcity of food and
consequent high prices were increasing the distress
damily. Early in the present year thousands left
their homes on account of the famine. They
went in every direction ; hundreds fell victims to
cholera by the way, while in the places of destina-
tion, graves are counted by thousands. Although
the railroad was bringing into the district great
quantilies of grain, the scarcity in the out-lying
parts of the district was fearful. Robberies and
the bumning of villages increascd rapidly.  Govern-
ment commenced relief works, and established
camps, but of course it could not reach anything
like all the cases needing help. People who were
unable or unwilling to go to the reliel works, were
reduced to great extremities for food. Many sub-
sisted upon the heart of the aloe, and hundreds
hved for days and weeks upon the seeds of the
senna.  As a consequence, pestilence and disease
prevailed, and in August the death-rats was enor-
mous.

10 June and July relief was commenced in many
villages by a daily dole of food or money to those
ineligible to the relief camps. Wells were dug or
deepened, and small nelds were sown and planted,
but blight and insccts destroyed the crops.. The
early rains in August failed, and the prospect was
terrible.

From the middie of September until late in
December, continuous and abundant rains filled
the tanks and kept the rivers in unprecedented

 floods. Early in December there was an unnsual
fall of rain, registering in some places over twelve
mches in as many hours. The consequent rise of
rivers destroyed many lives, Lroke the banks of
numerous tanks, swept away villages, and caused
great damage to the standing crops.

In September, when the outlook was the darkest,
help (rom abroad began to come. Large sums of

money were distributed through local committees, |

for support of life, for poor cullivators to enable
them to plough and sow, and for houses and cloth-
ing. This Mansion House Fund, although com-
ing late, has saved multitudes of lives and done
roore perhaps than the Government itsclf, towards
preventing a famine the coming ycar.  But for this
help, great tracts of land would have remained un-
cultivated.

These events have had a marked influence
upon the work of the year. The distribution of
large sums of maney by the Missionaries has oc-
cupied much of their time during the Jast two
months of the year. Aside from the money received
from the Mansion . House Relief Fund, money has
also been received from friends in America. ‘These
latter funds have rendered most valuable assistance
to our native people. The Mansion House Funds
have been distnbuted without regard to caste or
creed.

Many of the resuits of the famine will be noticed
in the following pages, and yet there are a few
incidents that it may be well to group here.

Mr. Noyes writes :—* Of thousands who went
for sustcnance from and through the Kambam
valley, to the coffee estates of the Travancore Hills,
comparatively few have veturned to their homes.
Four hundred and seventy-nine peaple are reported
to have died at one coffee estatejfls/ (-

. ‘The weavers have suffered gr;ttfy The leading
men of this caste in Madurg, fogether with civilians
and residents, raised money, to which Government
added, and a relief house was established for this
caste alone. Mrs. Capron writes :—* My sympa-
thies have been enlisted-for these children, and the
allowance of fifty rupees a month from the Famine
Relief Fund has been mostly spent among them.
This moming a weaver woman came to the Dis-

It will be called the year of the :

! pél;s.a'r-y. with tears running dowh her cheeks. She
“sobbed-out; -4 A year-ago-k

had-seven-children...I

A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM1

NRg-8e

 donot know where therc father 1s.  The fifth child
died last night. T carried it out to the buming-
ground and there 1 lefi it, I had o money to buy
fuel for the burning, I have these two left—look at
theny, and save them to me if you can.”” Like
, things have happened in very many families. In
many places children have been sold to procure the
means for purchasing food. A great many instances
are mentioned where men of wealth have given
largelyk\f)ﬁds feeding  the starving. Pfiv.ﬂe
charity Ly the poor themselves to the slarving
about them has been very common.

That the famine has made, and will make, great
changes in communities and customs, cannot be
doubted.  Although too early to estimate the re-
sults good and bad, yet some of these are too evi-
dent to pass unnoticed. Among the bad results,
we find many déaths, many diseases and diseased
bodies, habits of theiving, deceiving and begging,
loss of manliness, loss of shame and chastity, many
seperations, of hushands from wives and parents
from children, a hardening effect on the minds of
nearly all by the sight of so much suffering and
death.

A few of the good results are, esteem for the
English Government, appreciatfon of the railroad,
regard for Christianity, triendliness towards Chns-
tians, disgust of idolatry, embracing of the Chris
tian religion, ahd a drawing ncarer to one another
in the work of administering relief="* Mad'ras Temes.”

—_——— ————

‘I'here are a good number of circles under the
Toronto ladies Board, that the Secretary and
Treasurer would both like to hear from. We pre-
sume the same is true of many circles under the
other Ladies' Boards. ft s a great encouragement

taries, and of course it is always pleasant to the
T'reasurer to receive funds 1o mect the calls upon
the Societies.

MOVEMENT TOWARDS CHRISTIANITY.

During theslast year, between 8oo and goo families, |
.numbering about 6,000 souls, and residing in 6o dif-
ferent villages in North and South Arcot, have re-
nounced their idols,and formally accepred Christianity.
We have not included any of them n our statistical
table, as we wish to test their motives before calling
then Christians. The movement, although principally
amongst the Pariah caste, is by no mgans confined to
them.  Pastor John staies that of the 18 villages he
has received, “two are composed of caste people, one
including the Moncgar and 11 familics.  These have
broken the sacred thread from their badies, taken off
the lingum from their arms, and caten with me.” In
one viﬁage in South Arcot, seven familics, represent.
ing three different castes, together with eight families
of Pariahs, form a new congregation. Although many
of those who bave come may desert us when the
famine is over, yet a Jarge number will. doubtless be
firm, and whatever may have been their ruling motive
in joining us, we believe it was the Lord only who
%avc them the mind and the courage to renounce the
aith of their fathers, and accept a new religion.  This
is not the first time that God has made famine a means
of subduing men's hearts, and leading them to forsake
their dumb idols to serve Him. These people are at
first, very ignorant, and Catechists must be sent to
teach them.  It1s a great step gained when men re-
nounge idolatry and declare their intention to become
Christians, but unless they are carefully instructed,
we cannot hope for any satisfactory results. Our cus-
tom, therefore is, on receiving a large number of
people, to form them as soon as practicable into a
congregation, with a Catechist a their head, and teach
them immediately to observe the outward forms of
Christianity. In cases where so many come over, one
Catechist has charge ,of two or more villages. His
duty is to meet the people in the evening, and instruct
them in the fundamental truths of the Bible, and dur-
ing the day to teach the children. This daily instruc-
tion of “line upon line” does not fail to make an
impression in time. even on the dullest minds, and
nearly all of our Christians have been the outgrowth
under God's grace of just such instruction.—Ansual

LET US HEAR FROM YOU ! |

to the Secretaries to hear from (e~ Toeat-Secre-t

Report of the Arcot Mission,* Madras Times”

We saw it stated some time ago that one-third
of all that was given for Forcign Missions last
year, was given by Sabbath Schools and children.
This is a most hopeful and remarkable sign of the
times, if true. It speaks well for the broad Chris-
tinn character of the coming generation of Christian
workers and members of our churches. Evidently
o/l{fe money of many of our Sabbath Schools is
not being used to get books and papers for .them.
selves, and to defray the expenses of the “ Anpual
Pic-Nic.” Let us hear from more of our children.

THE GOOD A LITTLE MONEY MAY DO.

For $125, a girl can be clothed, fed and educated
for five years. When taken she does not know a
letter. At the end of the five years, she will
be able to take a “ Vernacular Third-Class Govern-
ment Certificate ” to teach.

WOMAN'S BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY OF WESTERN CONVENTION,

Received since the Annual ..\lccllng, Oct. 18ih, 1877.

Dundas, WM. C......... .. ...
Panley, "
Stmtford

Port Hope,
Typany's Grove, W. M. C..
Whitby, (town), W. M. C....
Ingersoll, W. M, . .
Part Burwell, W M. C.
Salford, W. M. ¢

Strathroy,  «

College St. v ...... e 15 00

Whithy, 6th Concession. .. . 15 00

“Unknown ..., .. o

Brantford. .

Paris.....

Thedlord

Guelph

Alexander

Yorkville .

farvie SUoo.ooo s s 95
$426 23

EKSKINE BUCHAN,
Treasurer,

Yorkville, July 3nl, 1878.
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BOARDS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Maritime Provinses.

President, Hon A, McL. Seeley.

Corresponding Secretary, Rev. J. M. Cnmp, D.
Wolfville, N. §.

Secrelary, Rev W. P. Everett, M. A, St. John, N.'B.

Treasurer, Thos. P. Davies, Esq., St. Joha, N, B.
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President, Rev. R. A. Fyfe, D. D., Woodstuck.
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