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A ' OTUR COLLEGE.

¢, This institution is of the ulmost importance to our welfare and progrese as g
fChurch, It is the ouly source from which WO can now expect an adequate.
R pply of well trained ministers to oceupy our rapidly extending field of opera-
ftions.  Scotland tells ug that, like the wise virgins, she has none to spare from
& Teserve of probationers, The fear there, is that the supply even from the
blhree fountains of theological iterature will not be enough for herself and her
Colonial daughters, We cannot, therefre, depend upon any annual number
pof. Ung men coming to us from the land of our Fathers, That, for special
ons and by peculiar Providences one and another will from iime to tie be
tracted to our shores, we "ay reasonably expect, and if they are good and

. welcomed with open arms,,
are.also_ given to understand, by the deputies from the sister Church in.

asure and profit to us, visited our land,
st we need not. look, for any further supply of laborers from them, Fromf
ous causes the number of their own Students has greatly fallen off since the
rof the famine, and thejp own vacancies and mission fieldg will absord g}
they can provide. From England not much either s to be hoped for,
"College is not large, and the young men cducated there are more likely, if
ccessful in their own Chureh, to transfer their services to Scotland, than to
eir attention to the Colonies. . We,-however, lock upon the éongrega—
:England as a fawous nursery for the arduous work of the Colonial field,
s of these are, small, poor and fluctuating, They contan little spiri-
life, and are, surrounded by influences of a nature so powerful as all but to
nt them from making any impression upon the native population, The
cases out of six purely Scotch; and depend for
upon an uncertain and capricious immigration,
ed for some years and acquired valuable éxperi-
neyard, he will find his ardent hopes nipped in

“ra young man has labour
%% in such corners of the vi
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the bud,—his spirit humbled and broken, in another way than that which
adorns and exalts the christian life; under the pressure of such an experionco’ |
ho is likely to look to the free and wide domains of our Church in theso lands,
and to deem coven the. most arduous of our labours a comparative repose,
From England we may therefore look for a few earnest and well-trained refu-
gees. But even after reckoning our income of men from all quarters wo shall
yet come vory far short of our necessities. To tho College, thereforo, we must
look for those who will form the body of the Church's ministers, who will sus-
tain her nascent life, maintain unsullied her ancient virtues, and guide her to
the acquisition of new domains.

TWe have long been of opinion that the component elements of our Canadian
ministry, judiciously intermixed and blended as they are in most of our Presby-
tories, provides a most admirable agency for the rearing of a strong and vigor-
ous Church in this land. The well disciplined and experienced men, with long
heads and sharp wits, whom we get from the old world, allied harmoniously
with the vigour, practical sagacity and labour-loving native youth, who “to
the manor born” adapt themselves so naturally to the exigencies of their lot—
these form an army in which there is combined the skill and sagacity of age
with the sanguine ardour of youth. The beneficial operation of these two ele-
ments we bave more than once hiad oscasion to note in the operations of our
Church, and prima facie they give promise that in the future she will havea
history on which her children will look back for lessons and examples of wisdom.
There need therefore be no rivalry between our native and our imported elements,
but rather an affectionate cherishing one of the other; both are needed in this
country. Itis the union of both that has borne our Church thus far onward
in her course of acquisition. In thus marking the characteristics, as we think, of
the old and the new country materials of our Church’s ministry, we by no means
would be understood to say or imply, that in the old there was any lack of
vigour, or any disinclination for labour ; or that in the new there was any defect
of wisdom or sagacity. Recollecting as we do the unwearied and herculean
labours in this land of our fathers who have entered into their rest, we cannol
say that the ministers from home, who have spent their strength to extend and
consolidate the Church, were defective either in vigour, zeal, or endurance
Nor on the other hand, dare e say, that the native ministers of Canada have
shown any lack of wisdom or sagacity in counsel or device, in the cmergencixs
of their Church’s history. Yea, not unfrequently we have found the wisdon
belong to the young sons of the soil and the restless vigour to the ancients from
home. What we mean to say is, that viewing the characteristics of the two
elements which go to form our Christian ministry in Canada, we would, after
the manner of a discriminating naturalist, say, that to the one belongs ths
specific virtue.of ecclesiastical experience and discipline, to the other that of
earnest practical lifo, '

From these considerations we deduce the necessity of upholding our Colleg
to the utmost, and seeking for it an unquestioned and unquer icnable efficiency,
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This institution is ttle moro than a decado old, It sprung out of g necessity

. universally felt by tho ministors and members of. our Cliyrel, in the year 1844,
Its first professors were men whom wae gl delight to honour, They wero
scholars and christian gentlemen,  Thejr Students remembor them wig) rever-
enco and are no discredit to their teachers. The Collego has hiad 4 varioty of
fortuncs, It «hatn had troubles,” The Church hasg been most prolific in
legislation on its behglf, Many a Committeo has sat upon it, and many g
lengthy and carefully penned report has been mado of jtg State and prospects,
Numerous aro the recommendations, schemes and instructiong of which it has
beon the subject. We do not know » Synod since the year 1844, in which it
has not been g prominent topic of discussion, Its future historian will fing a
mass of curious materia] Scatlered throughout our Churel's arcives, for the jl.
lustration of it carly history, It hag now hnppxly reached a corporale condj-
tion.  Legally it is no longer a name ang nothing more, it hag now a statutable
existence, and can present itself bodily in preseribeq attiro at hop Majesty’s
Courts of jurisprudence, Ero another year elapses it wil] be organised in thyt
form, which, considering the Conservative character of Colleges in general, it
will in all probability retain for many ages to come,

The difficulty which our College has hitherto chiefly had to contend with, js
oot the want of men but the want of money. For some Years there has been 5
growing deficit in its income, Spasmodic efforts have from timo to time, to be
made to keep its head above water.  Itis a labour Jike that of Sisyphus to keep
it going even in o moderate way, Every year wo have to make an outery
about its empty exchequer ; and it puzzles the braing of its wisest fiiends to
know what is best to b done to improvo jtg financial position, Perhaps some
unreflecting person will say to this, that wo are attempling more thap the
Church is able to undertake, What are We attempting it may be proper to
sk in replyi We are altempting to rear g native christian wministry, not
ouly for the Church of the present, but of the future, VY, are endeavouriny
ently between 40 ang 0 young men willing to devote them-
wlves to the service of Christ. For this enq Wo are doing onr best 4o provide
tonvenient, certainly not clegant, College buildings, and to maintain three com.
petent professors of theology. For these purposes wo require at least gn income
o £1500 per annum, Wo cannot do well with less, T, reduce our expendi-

purpose.  The last time we visiteq the College we folt quite ashamed to Jook
& its ungarnished, uncarpeted and unfurnished comfortless apartments, What
grieved us much, t00, was to find that many of its friends thought every thing
Yery nice. The Ladies of Toronto ought not, for theijr own credit, to allow’
tnother year to pass without seeing that the apartments and halls of the College
0 painted, carpeted and decently furnished, The Ladies of Seotlang are
hilding an Assembly Hall, surely the Ladies of Toronto can beautify and fur-
tish our Hall of Divinity, We can vouch for it that Hamilton and Lo_ndon_'
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and Montreal will lond their valuable aid. Our staff of Professors is barely
large enough to make us respectable, and that thoy are remunerated as thoy
ought to bo on a stipend of £400 o year, is not our opinion. The expense of
residing in a city like Toronto is very great. Tho duty of entertaining strangers
and the necessity of purchasing books, for the most part of an expensive king,
entail upon them considerable expenditure. To propose, therefore, to reduco
their stipends, would be virtually to discharge them from their office. To sub-
tract from the number of the professors even one would be to cripple the institu-
tion. Threo is the least that ought to bo appointed to conduct anything like a
complete eurricnlum of theology. More would be very desirable, but less would
boa calamity. The Church is besides pledged to maintain tho Collego in at lenst
its present cfficicncy, That it is able to do this, who that knows the numbers
and standing of her membership can for a moment doubt, We have 15957 mem-
bers in full communion, besides a large body of adherents, many of whom are
both able and willing to contribute to the Church's exchequer. Now who will
say that it would be a difficult matter for us to raise the sum of £1500 for the
College. Ialf a dollar from each member would realise the sum of £1994,
Surely it is possible to obtain from congregations contributions for this most
vital schemo of the Church to the amount of one half-dollar per wember!  We
fear that the proper effort for the support of the College bas not yet been begun
in most of our congregations. In many of them a Sabbath day collection onco
in the year iz deemed sufficient—a collection to which in many cases there is little
more given even by the wealthy than the usual copper. In looking down tho
list of contributions for last year, we find very fow congregations who come up
to the minimum sum of 2s. 6d. per member, and many are very far below it,
‘We do not think that this state of things arises from the inability or unwilling-
ness of the people to give, or from their want of appreciation of the College.
On the contrary, we believe, that none of our schemes are so generally popular
as this. To none of them is there a more general liberality shown. The mat-
tor needs only to ba properly presented to the attention of congregations.
There is no object for which ministers may more legitimately or frecly plead
than this, It commends itself to the christian understanding, as a means by which
the command of Christ to the Church to  preach the Gospel to every creature”
uing o most truly obeyed. There is besides no feeling more deep or universl
among Presbyterians than the necessity of an educated christian ministry, An
amusing instance of this we remember in the case of a worthy man in one of
the Free Church congregations in the west of Scotland. IIe was noticed by
the elder to leave the Church just as the winister, who happened that morning
to be a student—an unlicensed man—entered the pulpit. On being questioned
as to this unusual act on his part, he replied “If ministers dinna need to be
College-bred I can preach mysel.” We have therefore this noble basis of in-
telligent common sense appreciation of an educated ministry to work upon,
and if proper measures be adopted, we see no reason why the means to main-
tain not only our present College with efficiency, but even a fourth professor,
may not be obtained from the Church,
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- It is ovident to any ono who has oxamined into tho subject that tho systom

of Sabbath day collections for the Collego must be altogether abandoned,  Other
methods must bo adoptod of & kind fitted to drayy atlention to its wants and to
impress its importance to the Church upon the minds of our peopla.  Ono and
the same method may not be suil~’ 4 in overy congregation, but, as a general
rule, coliectors should bo appointed in each Chureh, to visit overy family and
gvery mermber, cither monthly, quarterly, or annually, as may bo thought best
for the circumstances of the people, and to obtain from them regular contribu-
tions. In cities and towns the plau of monthly collections will bs hoth the
easiest and the most profitable. In the country such periods might be adopted
83 the habits of the people will readily suggest. Ono brother informed us that
overy year at the proper season ho sppointed a fow young mon of his congrega-
tion as collectors. They cheerfully undertako the duty, and calling upon each
family realise in a short time greatly more than he could over obtain by any
other method. In most country Charches sueh 5 plan would be both simple
and practicable, and were it now lo be adopted, we hesitate not to say, that the
funds of the College would be trebled in the course of another year. In the
cities, wo know of congregations in which monthly contributions are obtained
by the agency of lady collectors, and by which means four times gs much is
cheerfully given than could be got in any other way. No effort at organisation
has yet been fairly tried in the Church on behalf of the College. We trust
that an attempt in this direction will immediately be mado in al] our Presby-
teries. The College Committee has appointed a Committeo of its number with
full power to correspond with Presbyteries and congregations, to effect, if pos-
sible, permanent congregational organisations for the College. Four members
of this Committee have undertaken to visit the Presbyteries, each in his own
neighbourhood, and to offer thejr personal assistance to promote the objects in
view. We trust that this effort will not, like too many others, be unproductive
of permanent benefit, Systematic efforts on the part of congregations aro our
only hope. Unless this be accomplished we despair of ever seeing the College
Placed upon a sure basis of prosperity,

It is true that we ought to receive more Iiberal donations for our Theological
Institute from the wealthy members of our Church, This is a most suitable
object for the expenditure of their liberality, In all ages and countries educa-
tional institutions, and especially those in which theology is taught, have been
more or less upheld by the largo donations or bequests of the wealthy. Ancient
times are specially worthy of commendation in this respect. The old seats of -
learning in Britain are al} maintained in their present wealth and dignity, not
% much by the endowments of the State, as by the dona Dei of our pious fore-
fithers.  For this virtue modern times are not quite so celobtated as the ancient;
but still they afford some eminent examples, among which may be mentioned
the erection and endowment of the Free Church College of Glasgow, by the
munificent gifts of Dr. Clarke, In Ro way could surplus wealth he mors beneficially -
“pended for the weifaze of future generations than by gifts and legacies to Colleges.
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Endowments have como to bo regarded as essential to the welfare of such in-
stitutions, And secing that wo neither cluim, nor hopo for, assistance from tho
State, wo may reasonably expect consideration at the hands of nur more wealthy
sons and daughters, It is gratifying to find that already wo have been tho
recipients of such favors, Lot us hope that we may yet have to record many
instances of a similar kind. .

Ero long vigorous efforts must be mado by us for the ondowment, cither
partial or entire, of our professorship.  Until this is done, the College will be a
sourco of constant anxiety and perplexity to the Church. Without this it can.
not e said to bo a fixed and permanent institation, but will be constautly ox-
posed to the fluctuations of the ever changing temper of the times. It would
howover be premature and unwise at pressnt to ask the Church for endowments,
Wa are not prepared for such n movement. But wo may rteasonably ask for
suchan income for our College as will raiso it above poverty, and give it a res.
pectable standing among the Ialls of learning in the Province,

It cannot be denied that the fecling of the Church towards the College will
very much depend upon the character which it makes for itself, It is no moro
independent of the popular sympathy than are our Congregations. It will
meet with esteem or otherwise at the hands of our poople just as it merits it If
it does not send forth well. trained snd aceeptable students it will not meet
with either favour or support. Upon the diligence and faithfulness of the
students in the prosccution of their studies will depend, under God, in a largo
measure, the reputation and consequent prosperity of the Institution. They, as
well as the professors, are as citics set upon i hill which cannot be hid. Such
motives, minor though they be, will it is lioped have some influence in promot-
ing the ardour of their zeal and stimulating them to aim at the highest excellence
in the work of the Christian ministry.  Bearing upon this topic it might be wise,
in those who have rule in such matters, to avail themselves of the services of
our best known and most capable ministers, at the opening and closing services
in the College. In the United States such a practico is universal. The United
Presbyterian Church has, as wo think, wisely fallen upon the same plan. By
this means the interest is extended. A large circle of people are personally
affected by the public report of the services. An opportunity is also afforded of
giving extra academical addresses to the students of a fatherly, and fraternal cast,
free from the dogmatic, which exhortations ez cathedra necessarily more or less
partake of.  Nor do we seo any reason why the gifts of our ministers in special
departments of study might not be made available by an occasional extra col-
legiato locturo for the benefit of the students. The institution of an anaual
lectureship in connection with the College would be most conducive to its wel
fare. It would be a highly popular element. While it would benefit the
student it would also hold up an objeet of ambition to the gifted ministers of
the Church. There are a multitude of literary, theclogical and scientific “opics
which cannot possibly be embraced by the professors in a three year's curricu
lum, but which it would be greatly to the advantage of the student to have
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brought befare him by a compotent instructor. Without adding to his lnbour
it would enliven and curich the student’s courso of study. Our College would
also, wo are persuaded, by this, and other means, worlk itsolf into tho very heart
of the Church,

The time may como when too, perhaps, a little rivalry may be no bad medi-
cino for tho Toronto Institution. If the Provinces are to bo federated, as is pro-
posed 5 or if the seat of Government is to bo permanently fixed in Montreal as
is suspected ; and if the Unjon botween oursolves and the United Presbyterian
Church is to be, as wo trust, happily consummated ; it may then be warrantablo to
divido the Church into two or moro Synods, and as a matter of conrse to orect &
new Theological Hall for the Enstern Provinco, in affiliation with tho McGill
Cniversity of Montreal, This University offers great facilities for under gra-
duate education, and privileges of no mean order to nsssociated Institutions, Its
governors would hail the advent of 3 Theological Collega with pleasure, and wou'd
aceord to it all the prestigo of the University. There s nothing like prospect-
ing.  The miners on the Placers of California, and on tho banks of the Fraser
River aré adepts at such onterprises. The children of the Kingdom may bo per-
mitted to take a leaf out of their book, and to search the realms of the future for
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. We are by no means sanguine that tho
conditions on which wo baso our prospects are of very likely occurrenco ; but in
this fast age who knows what g day may bring forth? Wo cherish the hopo
that the East may yet, by the increase of its Protestant population,jbe the theatre
ofa large and vigorous Presbyterian Church, to meet the wants of which a
College will become a manifest necessity. In the meantime, however, we have
an institution, most worthy of support, that requires our best energies to
place on such « coigne of 'vantage™ as will bo a credit to us as a Churcb,
For this laudable end let us stir up one another to a godly emulation.

WORDS BY THE WAY.

A MINISTER AND TWO OF LIS DEACONS WALK HOME TOGETHER FROM A MEETING
OF THE DEACONS' QOURT,

M.—The hour is not late. Our business has had smooth and quick despatch,

Ist. D.—T am sure a Court like ours has an advantage over any Board or
Committee in the transaction of its business, All who have any official chargo
of the interests of the congregation are, or may be present; and harmony of
ution and a good understanding are maintained between its various depart-
ments,

2nd. D—Quite 80; yet it is said that in some places a jealousy of the pre-
$nco of the Ministers and Elders has been expressed. T have not heard of thair

ing actually excluded,

M.—If they were, the meeting would no longer have the character ofa Court
o our- Church, Indeed, it would be preferable to have anuually elected Com-
mittees than to have boards of Deacons sitting in closo conclave, with perma-
tent control over the Property sad treasuries of congregations, = *

lst. D.—In that I quite agree, Deacon though I am, and counting miue office
%0 mean one,

20d. D.—There seems to be g foar that »uling Elders will become domineer-
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ing Jlders, and over-ride all the rights and liberties of us, poor bumble Deacons,
But if other Courts aro like ours, an sure it would be a great loss to oxcludg
the Elaers, not to speak of the Minister. They have the ongest heads nmong
ug, and the largest exporionce, Soveral of them wore useful Deacons for yoars;
and far fl'rom desiring to put them out, I wish they came to the meolings morg
frequently, : :

%st. D{—I declaro it is a shame to stir up class jealousies among office.
bearers of tho snme Church, Wo should try to concentrate all the wisdom and
encrgy we have on our common object, that thero may be peace within our walls
and prosperity within our palaces.

M.—You aro very right. An open, brothorly, confiding spirit among officc.
bearers is of tho first consequence. It baffles ovon the Devil iimself, who exults
in sowing suspicions and discords.

2ud. D.—Our Treasury is scarcely so flourishing as it was a year or two ago.
I fear the goneral funds of the Synod must feel the hard times.

. 1st. D—If the Mission to British Columbin and Vancouver's Island js pro-
secuted, it will bo a favorito scheme with the peoplo.

M.—1I have every expectation that it will proceed. Two of our ministers, I
hear, have offered to mako an exploring and preaching oxpedition to those parts
—setting out in spring,

1st. D.—Perhaps one or other of them will bo so delighted with the Pacific
shores that he will not come back. _

M.—It would really be a fine position, worthy of a first-rate man, to found
Prosbyterianism in those parts. "But if men of experienco cannot bo induced to
settlo there, wo must try to send one or moro of t{;e young preachers or pastors.
Of the young men who issue from our College, wo have at loast this to say,
that they are generally of an onterprising noissionary spirit.

21111(1. D.—Do you think, Sir, thut our Llome Missions in Canada aro sufficicntly

ushed ? :

P M.—T fear not. We want moro men and more money.  Our enlargenent s
steady, but it does not surpass, if it even cquals, that of some other denomina-
tions. Wo could however rapidly multiply our pastoral settlements, if wyo had
cven ono or two thousand pounds yearly to distribute in supplements and aids
over the country, in places where our cause is new, or weak and struggling,
2nd. D—There ought to be no difficulty in raising thae sum. But the dis-
tribution weuld have to bo made with great care. I don’t sce how the settled
miuisters, with their own parishes to attend to, can keep up any sufficient super-
vision of destitute congregations and stations, and of wide mission fields,

Ist. D.—Nor I. Might thore not be two Superintendonts of missions ap-
pointed, one for the east and another for the west 7

M.—Such a plan has often lieen talked of, but Presbyteries are jealous of any
new power coming into their bounds.

2nd. D.—Ah! then Presbyters are not without jealousy any moro than
Deacons, .

M.—They are very like other men: but apart from any question of feeling,
there are principles of some importance su posed to be involved—the parity of
Presbyters, and the local prerogatives of the Presbytery as a Court of Govern-
ment, amenable to the Syuod only.

1st. D.—8till would it not be possible to have one or two Superintendents of
the mission field, without real detriment to these principles?

M.—TI any inclined to say that it would, provided that the appointmenls were
given to men of good sense as well as missionary ardor. Wo are uot, under
the plea of parity, to reduce the Church to a dull lovel Jlat. 'We appoint Pro-
fessors of Divinity, and though they may look for a little oxtra deference, no one
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1st D.—Yes; and not a few serious Episcopalians would be glad to come
under the sound and substantial justruction of our ministers, only they aro
affrighted at the thought of jeining  the Dissenters.”

2nd D.—And what a deai) of puppyism there is in all that stylo of language!
Surely we are all dissenters in the only sense in which the word applies. The
Episcopalians dissent from our views and usages, and we dissent from theirs,
Some of them seem to suppose that the whole question between us is deter-
mined in their favor, by pursing up their mouths and calling us “ the Dissen-
ters,” and their noble selves “ the Chureh.”

M~—Never mind! We can afford to smilo. What I regret is, that so large
a body of our fellow-Christians should starch themselves out of sympathy with
the general Protestant public, and by committing themuelves, or letting their
Bishops aud Clergy commit them, to a very exclusive position, weaken the
common cause of Reformation Christianity in Canada, by which we all stand or
fall. ' Among them are many of the best people in the country. And I like
this about them, exclusive thoagh they are, that they have a Church system, |
comprehensive and coherent, which will work well under pood Bishops, and
which T, for one, greatly prefer to the incoherency of the English Nonconformist
Churches, or as they say in the States, “ Societics.”

1st D.—I think T perceive what you would chalk out as the best line of
policy : first, a union of all the Presbyterians into one strong Church ; and then
a good understanding between us and the Episcopal Church, as a barrier against
Popery on the one hand and Sectaryism on the other,

M.—You have pretty closely expressed my mind; and if there were less sel-
fishness in these Churches, and a more statesman-like breadth of view among
their leaders, such a policy might be realised sooner than any of us now imagiue,

2nd D.—Aye, if you get us” breadth without laxness, and harmony of action
with the Episcopalians, without betraying our old testimonies and liberties, I
shall begin to rub my eyes hard with wonder.

M.—And lift up your heart in praise, I hope, also. But what a stern True
Blue you are!  You ought to write for the “ Canadian Presbyter.” Here Iam
at my own door. Good night! Good night! .

THE WONDERS OF CREATION IN THE WEEDS OF THE WATERS,

‘We have not before attempted anything of a scientific cast in our Magazine.
Other topics of a more practical nature have rather invited our attention,
Perhaps, however, an article upon the little things in the kingdom of Nature, in
which God gives such beautiful and glorious displays of His perfections, may bea
pleasing variety to our readers. 'Wa do not propose to ourselves a treatise of
such a scientific nature as by its technical and difficult terms to bo unintelligible
to ordinary readers. It is our desire that the Magazine should be read, and that
toc, with pleasure and profit. We shall therefure avoid the use of such forms of
speech as may not be easily understood by persons of common intelligence.

The subject of this paper will be the Fresh-water Weeds, Algae, of Canady
and the evidence which they give of the perfections of Jehovah,

Very few have turned their attention to this department of Botany, To
appearance it is not a very inviting one. There is not generally much external
beausy in the species which it comprises, One has to search in ditches and
stagnant pools for many of them, and to gather others from the running broolss
or rivers ; yet it will be found on investigation that there are few of the Creator's
works more beautiful in their forms, structure, and colours, or more carious it
their modes of reproduction, than these. Humble though they be, they are nol
without their important uses in the economy of nature. The venerablo Ray, in
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his “ Wisdom of God in Creation,” says :—* Let us not esteem anything con-
temptible, or inconsiderable, or below our notice taking ; for this is to derogato
from the Wisdom and Act of the Crentor, and to confess ourselves unworthy of
those en’giowments of Knowledge and Understanding which e hath bestoiwed
upon us, :

pLet the reader uccompany us on a Monday forenoon’s walk, aud we shall
disclose to him some of the hidden mysteries of the vegetuble world. Come
with us to the northern suburb of the City of Montreal, out by the well-known
Mile-end road. Ere we reach the Toll-bap we shall pass through a broken fence
and trespass upon the enclosed field by the way-side. In a shallow pool about
the middle of this large meadow, into which from the dust of the road we have
pused, you will observe the stones and the blades of grass covered with a
wbstance as red as sealing-wax. Perhaps you will think at first sight that this
s nothing but jron-rust that somehow or other has found its way into this
mt-of-the-way place. Take this piece of limestone into your hand, pass your
fnger over its surface, and you will find it quite soapy to the touch; pass also
theso blades of grass through your fingers, and you will find a soft soapy sub-
tance of a bright red color loft on your hand. Well; What, you ask, 1s this?
Vo tell you that it is the monad of vegetation—it is the least of organized
wgetable forms, It isa single celled globule, not bigger than the point of
needle, if even so large. Tt is the red srow plant, or, in botanical language, the
Protococcus nivalis—which is just another name for what we have given
nplain English.  Now let us look at this object by the aid of an achromatic,
tr colorless microscope, It will require 2 high power to see it properly. We
thall choose an object-glass that will maguify two hundred diameters, Well
jou will not see this plant very large, after all, It looks, you say, like the head
ofa,pin for size; it has a brilliant scartlet or red color, bright and clear as a garnet.
You will now exclaim: How beautiful ! Look carefully at it, and you will see
lhat it rests upon a bed of jelly, and is composed of a single globule or round
bad, and that the red coloring matter is surrounded by a clear glassy-looking
abstance, in botanical phrase called hyaline or mucous. This forms the out-
wrd coat of the single cell of which this plant is composed.

You will perhaps now ask: How do these tiny plants grow? Look a Httle
more carefully at one of the largest of them, and you will seo tho red matter
which it containg grantusied, that is, assuming the appearancs of little spots or
mins, These are the embryo or beginnings of young plants. By and bye
lbey grow big, and are not pleased at the restraint imposed on them by ther
frent, and after some battling and muck awelling they burst a hole in thejr
tucous dwelling and escape into the wide world, to become themselves inde-
kadent atoms, = Look round the field of view under the microscope and you
will perhaps sec some clear cells without any color. These have been emptied
ftheir contents after the manner I have described. You may also see very tiny
igeeks of bright-red floating free in the water ; these are the children, doing for

emselves, and aspiring to the state of parenthood.

The history of this remarkable substance is curious, Specimens of it. were
bought first by Captain Ross from the Arctic Regions, under the name of Red
fow. Tt oxcited deep interest among botanists, Some thought it a Fungus
i the family Uredo 5 others that it was an infusorial animal generated in the
Ymosphere, and falling with the rain or snow. Finally it has been classed
iwong the Alge. It covers vast tracts of snow to a considerable depth in the
fetic country. It has been seen on the Alps of Switzerland and the mountains
Scotland, "On the Island of Lismore, in Ireland, it 1s found abundantly. In
le field to which we have carried our readers it is confined to a few spots,.and
fehave not met with it excepting in one other place at some- distance from the
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city, Tt will doubtless be found in other places abundantly, It is found either
in water, melting snow, or on rocks and leaves exposed to inundatiop or mois-
ture. You may take a piece of the rock covered with it home, and add it to
your collection of Natural History. It will keep for a long time, and on being
moistened with water will resume its natural appearance.

You may now ask, What can be the use of such a tiny speck as this? In the
first place 1t delights us to look at it, and it informs us of the skill and contri-
vance of our Father in Heaven. Then again you may see, if you keep looking
through the glass, that there are a few animals swimming about in the drop of
water with which it is moistened almost as small as the plant itself. Theso
plants are the food which God has provided for some of their namber. The
God who feeds the ravens :nd the young lions feeds also these atoms of animal
life with those still smaller atoms of vegetation. Another use they serve is
to make a fertile vegetable mould out of which other plants of a higher order
and of more use than themselves may grow. They do this by manufacturing
out of the water starch and mucous, and drawing substances out of the inorganic
air. In a comparatively short time they will cover a rock with a rich soil, and
by the action of their chemical constituents eat out and disintegrate the calcareous
or limy substance which the rock contains, and on which they grow. Itis very
much by the agency of such little things that God has prepared the world for
the comfortable habitation of man. They are also very beneficent in the ope-
rations of their life. Like all water plants they breathe the poisonous carbonie
acid gas that arises from decayed vegetable or animal matter, and give off into
the atmosphere the healthy and invigorating oxygen. You have perhaps heard
lately about the polluted state of the river Thames in England, and of the dis-
agreeable effluvia that in hot weather arises from it. Now it is well known
that if water plants and alge could be allowed to grow in that river, they would
absorb all the pollution and give off an abundance of pleasant life-giving air.

I might mention other uses in which would be seen the providence of God
in the creation of these little monads; but what I have now said is perhape
enough to convince you that God makes nothing in vain, and that in their
beauty as well as in the actions of their life they all praise Him, and declare
the wondrous perfection of His wisdom and goodness.

Now, dear reader, walk with us a few paces to the left of the little pool whose
vegetable organisms we have just been looking at, and at the margin of another
larger basin of cear rain-water we shall show you another curious work of God.
At your feet you will find a soft, leathery kind of substance of a greenish-olive
color, not unlike in color and consistency softened flakes of glue or gelatine.
You will see that it assumes a rather rounded or globular form, and that it is
hollow in the centre. This specimen, about, as you see, the size of a fig, is well
grown, and floats free in the water; it has no attachments, no roots. Look 8
ittle more carefully and you will find smaller specimens adhering to blades of
grass below the water ; detach them and they will float upon the surface, You
will find some of the lobes of this substance of a soft bright verdigris green,
fading gradually into a clear brown olive, What, you ask, can this substance be}
It is ot very pleasant to the touch, and you would not perhaps have handled it
had wé not asked you. There is nothing, however, disagreeable about it. If~
will not adhere to or soil your fingers, and no unpleasant odour proceeds from
it. Surely, you say, this is not a vegetable! It looks more like the spawn of 8
frog or some such animal than a real plant! But it is, notwithstanding, a
and a very beautiful plant. .To the eye it has nothing to attract or win admi*
ration; but its outward covering, though somewhat rough, may yet be truly
compared to a leather jewel-case, which to appearance is nothing remarkablé,
but which when opened displays the fondly treasured pearls or brilliants. 80
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just let us’open the outward case which you hold in your hand. We shall cut
B3 thin slice of it with a sharp knife, and placing it between two pieces of thin

ghss press it gently, till it becomes a transparent objoet.  Put it now under the
ng finicroscope with the objects-glass of 200 diameters, as before and tell us what

W jou sce. ‘I see,” you reply, “most beautiful glistening curved strings of tiny

pearls ; each string, too, is independent of the other, but all lying in such elegant
ri- fegligence as to form a most exquisite picture. Some of them too have enlarged
g lleearls in the centre, just as I have seen such objects arranged in the jeweller's,”
of l You will observe that they have not quite the pale lustre of pearls, but are of o

Mpole fine gieen. Each string of pearls is just a string of little cells joined
together. At first they are monihiform, that is, like a tube with no swellings
or bead-like appearances; by and bye the green contents or grains of the cells
alarge themselves and swell out, into the forms of beads, the clear hyaline or
Mlclassy case in which they are enclosed. After a time the young spores burst
i licir prison-house and become floating independent members of tho Society.
These things grow in a curious way. Fach cell divides itself into two, and thus
dgRhrms two cells, and this process going on over the whole length of the string,

Qi very quickly enlarges itself to its mature dimensions. You see that this is 2
g Uost delicate substance—that g little pressure with your finger upon the glass
Wil separate thess strings into pieces. But look at the beautiful provision
Bbich is made for their preservation. They are encased in a strong, tough,

glatinous substance, clear and pure as crystal, and of a delicate brown color.
This is the jewel-case in which the Father in Heaven encloses the pearls which
o His wisdom He has formed. No better dwelling-place could be provided for
tiem than this. It permits the freest action of their lite—it binds them together
BN most loving embrace—it aflords them access to light, airand water—the food

guon which they feed. It is also curious to note, that it must be by some

peealiar process, which we cannot discover, that these curved filaments sccrete,
3 accumulate to themselves, the mass of jelly with which they are surrounded,
J#d which is evidently fifty times larger than their own bulk,

d In botanical phrase this plant belongs to the large, curious, and beautiful
fmily of the AVostochinee, or the Nostocs 5 8 name which we cannot explain.
Iis origin and history are unknown. Probably it is an Oriental term. It is
Quither Greek, Latin, nor French, and, like many namcs of the human species,

i signification is lost in the mist of antiquity. "The special name of the plant
M7 have been looking at is Trichormus tneurvus, which just meaus a curved
tcklace or string of pearls.
Now you will allow that out of darkness light has come—that out of a most
o promising piece of jelly-looking substance, from the touch of which you would

keore have shrunk, you have seen a lovely instance of the wisdom and contri-
y e of God. This plant, like the previous one, both makes and enriches the

regetable soil—it is food for many little animals—it helps to purify the water
ad the air from ncvious elements, and to make them suitable for animal life—
B it besides forms one of the great links in the chain of creation, From the atom

f vegetation up to the gigantic trees of Western America, which tower three

B bundred fect into the air, there is a gradual stage of progression. Bya diligent

¢arch into the records of creation we may trace God’s beautifal “handiwork
j fom almost nothing up to the grandest and sublimest of His works, What an.
, ;ccumu]ation of evidence.does not this give us of the being and perfections of
ehoval ! , .
| 1f our readers appear interested in this subject, we shall give them further
@rious instances of TuE Wonpxrs oF CREATION In THE WEEDS OF THE W ATERS,

A F. K
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TO AN ICEBERG.

S——

Iceberg! thou thing of wonder! which upon
The multitudinous waters as thy throne,

Sittest in majesty, thy form sublime

Fills the wholoe soul with awe, so grand thou art!
Thy airy pinnacles pierce the upward air,
Rising in form fantastic from their base,

As if created by the fabled spirits

Sung in old song, in frolic and in jest,

Or to strike fear in frail bumanity,

Now sharp and clear as needles, pointed keen,
Stretching their spires aloft unto the clouds,
Firm ’stablished on a huge mountain's back.
Hero in vast ridges, high and long drawn out,
As if the raging waves of ocean, caught

By some all-potent spell, had been transformed
To rocks of marble, or of crystal rude —

There in some masses piled, but all confused,
Irregular, as if some stately tower

Disrupting, had fallen down in direful ruin,

Its massive stones, whilst they were falling, fixed
Even on the very spot, where first they touched.
Magnificent thou art, whea the sunbeam,
Glancing upon thy many-angled sides,

Reflected back in irridescence bright,

Sparkles with diamond sheen, now ruby red,
Now green as emerald; anon the golden hue
Changes to opal white ; now all in one,

Now one in all, in scintillations bright,

Passing in transmutation quick as thought.

Yet thou art coldly grand; the air is chill
Which sweeps around thec ; the gazer wraps his cloak
Closer about him, and looks upon thy bulk
With shuddering admiration.

There was a man
Whose life was an accumulation of vast wealth,
Abundance poured itself into his store :
Like Midas, everything he touched grew gold
As if by magic. Fortune's unequal hand
Contributed to swell his greatness up.
His chariot flew along the dusty road;
And when he walked abroad men greeted him
With low obeisance, proud if but one word
He deigned to drop on their servility,
He lived in luxury, but not in love.
The poor looked on him, and went shivering by,
Chilled with his icy splendor. For them, no look
Of sympathy was darted from his cye ;
No kindly band proffered the smallest mite
From his vast store ; no word, which, soft as dowr,
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- Warm as the summer's sunbeam, bid them Lope
For better days and brighter joys to come,
Fell from his lips i Do sigh from his cold heart,
And thus, upon prosperity’s bright seq,

He floated buoyant ; till one brief sad day

Sapp'd his secure foundation, and he fell;

As thou shalt fall, thou proud, cold Igiclo 1

Fall with a crash into the surging waves,

Which back recoiling, for a moment stunn'd,
Regathering force, shall foam, and roar, and hiss,
And leap exultant on thee, searching keen,

Thy every nook and cranny, in their zeal

For thy destruction; licking thy greatness down,
To their own basencss,

Sublime thou art,
4As on the heaving waves thou sittest calm ; s
Like to an Empress on her glorious throne,
High-robed in gorgeous splendor, flashing bright,
Till men with reverence, bow their lofty heads,
And humble salutation make. * We gaze on thec,
And our adoring hearts 1ift up on high,
To Him who made thee so magnificent,
Thou art His workmanship, who from the first,
Spake carth into existence from the deep,
He gave the word, and water, air, and fire,
Snow, rain, and subtle fluid electrical,
His willing servants, met at His command;
And working silently through the still night,
Gave thee thy form and substance, changing hues,
And varied shapes, fantastic gs a dream.—
His work, who shades the lilly’s shrinking form,
Who paints its beauty, and adorns with grace
Its tiny flower ; enriches its perfume,
Refreshing sweet tuto the fovered one,~—
His work, who spreads abroad earth’s fertile soil
With varied green 5 who, rich in all He docs,
With lavish band pours out the teeming store,
Who heaves on high the mountains, spreads the plaing,
And sends the foaming rivers flowing down,
Scattering abundance upon every side,
To lose themselves in mighty ocean’s wave,

All Thy works praise Thee, Lord! And shall the song
Be hushed, when Man, Thy last and noblest work,
Looks round upon Thy fair creation vast ?

No! let the strain from human lips ascend,

Let human hearts the melody accord;

And from the rising East, to setting West,

Let the glad anthem roll in swelling tone—

“Oh Lord, our God, Thou hast done all things well I

Hontreal, 1858, GEORGE C. COWPER.

B ST Pty o
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THE UNION QUESTION ABROAD.

There is evidently a tendency in the Presbyterian Churches of the present
day, to scek some common ground on which the divided famil may again
harmoniously unite. Every where the same question is asked ; why don't we
unite? and everywhere the same answer is given—we do not know ! = It is hard
to give an intelligent statement, with which a Christian can sympathise, of tho
grounds and rensons of our separation In the Colonies, the rigid boundaries
which State statutes have marked out for favoured communions at home, have
no place at all.  Such being the case, it does seem possible for men who have
the love of God in their hearts, to devise some common Jorm of confession, on
which, without violating any principle held by cither, to become an incorporate
body. It is evident that there is no prima facic obstacle to union, The three
Chrches into which the family is separated lie parallel to, and not across ono §
another. Weo are not like old school and new school with their antagonistic §
doctrines and principles of ecclesinstical procedure. Nor are wo like Presbytery §
and Prelacy with their mutual repulsions and innate antipathies. But to use
an illustration coined by a prince of figurative speech, we are like the little pools B
which the receding tide leaves upon the sea shore, in which the clements of
cach are the same, and to unite which the waters of divine grace have but to §
rise and with their mighty impulses obliterate the walls of separation. .

Our Sister Churches in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia aro fraternally striv- J
ing to effect a happy union. Conferences are being held—-brotherly fecling in-
creases apace—hearts are warming with affection for one another—eyes aro
being opened to discern the lineaments of Christ in one another’s christianity, &
We fondly anticipate a glorious result. The all-conquering love of Churist will
yet overcome the divisive, and it may be unconsciously divisive, tendencics of [§
human nature. As an evidence of progress we present our readers with the |
Basis of Union agreed upon by the Committees of the Free and United DPresby- §
terian Churches of Nova Scotia. These articles are admirable in spirit and con-
ception. In some respects we even like them better than our own. In their -j‘
terms they are more simple, and they carefully and wisely avoid the Sibboleths §
of cither party. They make full provision for perfect liberty of conscience, and B
yet state with equal clearness, point and brevity the supremacy of Christ over
the nations, The third article excels owrs in the ski.ful way in which the §
responsibility of the civil magistrate to God is stated. As to the mode in
which this responsibility may be discharged, they do not, as we think wisely,
condescend upon any statement, and deem, that, in regard to it, they are not §
called upon to come to any deliverance.

Perhaps some such clause as this is just what our United Presbyterian |
brethren in this country desiderate, to satisfy their scruples and to clear their |
couscience. If so, the Committee on Union may take advantage of the wisdon §
which comes from the East of us, and introduce into our basis & similar form of
words. ‘

We extract the following from ¢ The Feclesiastical and Missionary Record ,
of the Free Church of Nova Scotia,” and commend itto the careful perusal of §
our readers :—

“The Committees on Union of the Presbyterian and Free Synods of Nova §
Scotia met for conference at Halifax on the 28nd September. There was a good §
attendance of both Committees :—the number who took part in the conference §
being ten in all. Professor King was called to the chair, and Mr, McGregor §
appointed Secretary.

The Basis of Union which had been drawn up and agreed upon in the course g
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of the negocintions for union, which took Placo in 1844-46, was taken up by
B tho meoting, considered in its details, and unanimously adopted.

nt Some conversation took place respecting the best modo of combining or amal-
in M gmating the two Colleges, when tho union of the Synods should be consum-
vo M mated. A Sub-Committee was appointed to consider this mattor and report to
rd [ another mecting of the J oint Committees, to ba held about the beginning of March,
o B The following is tho Basis of the Union which the Committecs hove agreed
cs M to recommend {o their respective Synods :—-

0

‘The Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia,

and the Synod of
Nova Scotia adbering to the Westminster Standards, recognising each other as

Churches of Christ, deploring the differences which have hitherto existed between
them, and desirous of forming a union, agreo to the following statement of
principles as a basis,

L That whatever designation may be adopted by the united Churech, it shall
be in all respects free and completely independent of forcign jurisdiction and

interference, but may hold friendly ‘intercourse with sister Churches whose

sounduess in faith and whose ccelesfastical polity accord with the sentiments of
g tho united body.

IL That the great object of the union shall be the advancement of the Re-
deemer’s Glory, by a more visible expression of the unity and love of the mem-
bers of Christ’s body, the cultivation of a more fervent piety, devoted zeal, and
- i practical Godliness, and subordinato thereto the setting forth of & more united

testimony against all Popish, Socinian, Arminian, Erastian, and other heresies, as

these have becen exhibited in past ages, or are now manifested under the garb of

@ the religion of Jesus, and the providing by the combined exertious of the United
Body of a duly qualified ministry for an efficient dispensation of Gospel ordi-
mnces within our bounds, and for the enlargement and permanence of the
Church, and the preparation of a platform of discipline for thesake of obtaining
auniformity in the proceedings of Ecclesiastical Courts,
ITL That the Standards of the United Church shall be the C

Confession of Faith,
vith the Catechisms Larger and Shorter ;—the following explanations being

subjoined, in reference to the statement in the Conlfession regarding the power
of the civil magistrate cirea sacra, aslimited by the act of the General Assemb)

s and excepted to by the Presbyterian

Ist. That the United Body disclaim as unscriptural, all right on the part of
the Civil Magistrate to regulate or review the procedure of the Courts of Christ’s
Church, maintaining that the Church is a free institute under law to Jesus, and
to be ruled entirely by his authority, and furnished by him with ample power to
meet, deliberate, and consult in his name whenever, and as often as, the rights
or interests or government of his house may require,

2ud. That while recognising magisterial authority as an ordinance of God for
good to man, and holding in the language of the Associate Presbytery, that % it
is peculiarly incumbent on every civil State wherein Christianity is introduced,
to study and bring to pass that civil government among them run in agreeable-

Body repudiates the idea of attempting to enforce the belief or profession of

Christianity by the power of the sword, as alike contrary to the law of Christ,

the Spirit of His Gospel, the rights of conscience, and the liberties of man.

3rd. Finally, while recognising the responsibility of the civil Magistrate to

God, and praying for the time when “kings shall be vursing fathers and their

i queens nursing mothers” to the Church, the Synod finds that the question as to
B
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the mode in which the civil mngistrate may discharge his responsibility, is ong
in which, in their circumstances, they are not called upon to come to any de-
liveranco.”

From the United Presbytorian Magazine we also subjoin a very interosting
communication, read before tho Mission Board of that Church in Scotland, by
the Rev. A, M, Ramsey of Melbourne, now at home, and which was reccived
\fvith pleasure by the Committee and called forth their cordial thauks. It is as
ollows :—

“ A goneral Dresbyterian unjon is evidently at hand. Negotiations for this
%urposo have been carried on for years, nmongst tho three great divisions of the

resbyterian interest.  About two years and a half ago, such a union scemed on
the point of being consummated—the union committees of the several bodies
having come to a perfect understanding as to the position which the united
body should take in reference to the subject of the duty and province of the civil
magistrate in matters of religion. The Free Church Synod, however, at the
time, wero not prepared to adopt the recommendation of their own committee;
and no further progress was made. Shortly after this, a considerable number of
the ministers of that Synod, having accepted the Government aid, notwithstand-
ing the publicand practical protest which the Synod had made in the early part
of its history against the indiscriminate endowment of truth and error pursued in
the colony, a fresh difficulty was experienced in conducting our union negociations.
More recently still, an attempt to form a union between the Free Church and
the Established section has resulted in a division of the Free Church—thers
Deing at the preseut time two parties claiming to be the Free Dresbyterian
Church of Victoria. But notwithstanding these unhappy agitations, and strango
as it may seem, a friendly feeling exists between the ministers and congregations
of the different Presbyterian bodies; indeed, the late, and, as we believe, tempo-
rary distractions and divisions that have taken place, both amongst the United
Presbyterians aud the Free Church, have only deepened the conviction of ths
absolute necessity for a general union. There is a majesty in numbers, and a
weight in the councils of a large assemblage, the want of which is painfully felt
in our Colonial Synods. By a general Presbyterian Union, the feeling of indi-
vidual responsibility would be increased, calmness and breadth would be given
to our deliberations, and differences of opinion in public questions would be pre-
vented from assuming the character of personal disputes; while the general
order, discipline and efficiency of our churches would be more thoroughly secured,
There are upwards of 42,000 Presbyterians in the colony of Victoria ; and I do
not know that from any other religious denomination a more powerful influence
for good could emanate, were they all united into one grand ecclesiastical com-
muaity. With the acknowledged compactness of structure and unity of action
which our common Presbyterianism presents, and fired with the heavenly zeai
and energy of its Knoxes and Erskines, and Gillespies aud Chalmerses, what
blessed results to the Church of Christ, and the country at large might wo not
anticipate.”

LONG AND SHORT SERMONS.
From the Presbyterian Expositor. .

There seoms to have long been a very general sentiment.in favor of short §
sermons. Indeed, we occasionally meet with language on this subject, from |
which the inference would be alinost legitimate, that one of the chief excellencies
of a minister of the Gospel is, to say as little as possible to his people, ¢ There
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is nothing,” says Rov, W, Jay, © ng’m’nst which a preacher should be moro
s—"I never err in this way myself, but

I never offended in this way. I never surpassed three-quarters of an hour, at
most. I saw one exccllcncy was within my reach,~it wns brovity ; and I
determined to obtain this.” The samo excellent writer quotes Lamont as saying

isns @ — Nothing can justify a loug sermon. If it bo 5 good one, it need uot be

long ; and if it bo a bad onc, it ought not to be long.”™ We cannot belp think-
ing that wise and good men employ such sweeping languago without due reflect-
ion.  When Mr. Jay says, thero is nothing against which o preacher should be
more guarded than length, his language needs to be much qualified ; and when
Lamont says, notiing can Justify a long sermon, he condemns the Apostle Paul,
who preaching on a certain oceasion, “ continued his speech until midnight.?
He must have preached a very long sermon; and though n certajn young man

ci;;il B (cll asleep, and then fell from o window, thero was doubtless something to justify
> the K8 its length,

ttee; N Thegwords long ahd short convey to the mind wo definite idea, unless thero
crof Bl bo a standard to which they refer; and, so far as wo are informed, there is no
and- B8 fived standard by which to” measuro the length of sermons.  Somie would insisgt
Part B wpon thirty minutes as the averago length': others would allow thirty-five or
cdin Bl foty, Mr. Jay thought he preached short sernions, when he did not exceed
1ons. B forty-five minutes, The late Dr. Miller, of Princeton, quotes with approbation
and B the saying of Whitfield, that “a sermon of more than sn hour long, though
.hgro BN reachied by an angel, would appear tedious, unless the hearers were angels
TIAD I 100;” and he expresses the opinion that ¢ where there is more than one service
wNgo B-statedly performed, no sermon onght ever, on an ordinary occasion, to be more
ons B than forty-five minutes in length.”  Dr. Doddridge, without attempting to
npo- B determine the number of minutes, said to his students—* Know when to have
ited B done,—and if good and pertinent thoughts arise in the mind, take care not to
the W pursue them too far, 50 as to draw out your discourse to an immogerato length.”
d 2 B This subject is, undoubtedly, one of great practical importance.  With much

felt M diflidence, we venture to entor g qualified dissent from the indiscriminate lau.
ndi- M8 dations of short, sermons, and condemnation of long ones, with which wo cons-

Vel g antly meet.  'We have no doubt that sermons may be, and often are, too long ;

pre- Ml and we have as little doubt that they may be, and somefimes are, too short,

eral M We are also quite clear in the conviction, that no very definite rules can be laid

red. B down on tho subject. A minister may preach very short sermons because ho

[do MM desires not to labor more than necessity demands ; and people may prefer to

C2 W bear them, either because they regard the hearing of preaching as an irksome

Om- B duty, or as a Sabbath entertainment. The Scriptures contain a very extensive

lon B gystem of Divine trath, of great practical importance. Ministers are appointed

202! Bl o teach this system to the people; and the people are the disciples, or learners,

zha: M Judicious ministers, like Judicious teachers ip other departments, will determine,

not Je i

mview of existing circumstances, how often they should appear before their

N eople, and what time should be occupied in their discourses, A few sugges-

tong, however, may not be out of place.

L The proper length of o sermon depends partly upon the other sorvices
which precede and follow it The prayers are, in many instances, not onl

o ling, but tediously so. Wo venture to suggest, that part of the zeal expended

igainst long sermons, bo employed against long prayers, If the sermon ought
0t to exceed thirty or thirty-five minutes, it is scarcely reasonable that the
pyers should occupy fifteen or twenty minutes each., A prayer of ten mi-
hutes before sermon, and a pay'er of five minutes at the close, would leave more
ime for the instruction of the people; and such prayers would be long enough
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for edification. Long prayers and short sermons seem to be the order of the
day,—although the Scriptures seem not to favor long prayers in public.

t is likewise common for pastors not only to read:a portion of Scripture be-
fore the sermon, but to spend some minutes in expounding it. If these expo-
sitions are longer, the sermon should be shorter ; but frequently the pastof
desiring to discuss pretty fully some important doctrine or duty, may deers
it wise to omit the exposition, and to occupy the time in preaching. Tn such
cases, the sermon may properly be of greater length. At communion seasons,
if the administration of the Su%)er immediately follows the sermon, it should be
shorter than at other times. Dr. Miller very properly fixes the length of the
entire service, on ordinary occasions, at an hour and a half,

IL. The length of a sermon should depend partly upon the character of it. If
it be rather of the nature of 4 moral essay, it ought to be very short ; for such
discourses, ordinarily, do not. arouse the mind to think, nor reach the feeling3
of the heart. Failing to awaken deep interest, they soon weary the hearers.
If the sermon be dryly doctrinal, it should be short ; for, whilst such discourses
make an appeal to the intellect, they touch not the heart, neither do they reach
the imagination, or gratify the taste. The mass of the people, unaccustomed t0
close, unexciting investigations, soon grow weary of dry logic, and either fall
asleep, or think of something more iuteresting. If the sermon is destitute of
logical connection—consisting of common place or desultory remarks—it ought
to be short. Such sermons fail to instruct, and cannot excite any very deep
interest. Ifsermons are chiefly hortatory or declamatory, they will not long hold
the attention of the congregation. If the style is very polished and starchy ; if
the sentences are artificially formed, the antitheses obviousl arranged - coolly
and tastily ; the sermon ought to be quite short. That whioﬂ is artificial may
interest for a short time ; but nature soon wearies of what is unnatural,  If the
sermon be highly rhetorical, abounding in figures and flowers, and aspiring t0
the sublime, it should be short. Preserves and sweet meats do very well t0
finish a dinner with, or to taste, when one is not hungry ; but they make a very
undesirable regular meal. The mind may be pleased and excited by the beat
ties and sublimities of the mere orator; but tﬁis state of feeling can be main-
tained but a short time. Perhaps the better plan would be to preach very few
sermons of either of the kinds now mentioned.

But if sermons are instructive, whether doctrinal, historical, biogl‘aphicﬂla
experimental or practical, provided the views presented are clear, are presen
with animation and with deep feeling on the part of the preacher, illustrated i3
a manner suited to the audience; they may be longer. A discourse ©
thirty minutes, if it fails to intcrest the hearer, will appear longer than one ©
twice or thrice the length, of a different character. The first great secret ©
successful teaching or preaching, is to awaken interested thought in the min
of the pupil or hearer. Tell him something he did not know, or did not kno¥
so well ; or present some new and striking view of truths already understood”
The hutnan mind is inquisitive, and the feelings readily become interested with
new and striking views, Most persons have heard, and read, and though
enough on the various doctrines and duties of religion to have felt themselv®® -
in some degree of perplexity. Explain what they do not understand, or remo*
difficulties or objections ; and theg will listen to you. The preacher who excité®
his audience Zo think, within the first five minutes of his discourse, has overco®®
the chief difficulty in holding their interested attention. He has then only ¥
furnish matter for continued thought; and if his own feelings warm with he
progress of the discussion, the interest, of his ?eople will degpen with his. Manf
preachers occupy fifteen minutes in a sort of general introduction, before fairlf
entering upon the subject they design to treat. This is time worse than 108t}

(4
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‘or the peoplo begin to feel impationt, aad their attention to flag, before the
preacher has fairly reached his subject. Lot the first sentence bo to tho peint,
and excite the minds of o hearers to think, and then lead them on from
thought to thought, as fast as their minds can well travel; and at tho ond of
fifty-fivo minutes they will fecl no woariness.

The faithful pastor will jnstruct his people in the doctrines of the Gospel.
Froquently he will givo a pretty full discussion of & doctrine in a singlo dis-
courso.  How can this be done in a sermon of thirty, or oven of forty-five
minutes ¥ Take, for example, the Divinity of Christ, Divine Decerees, Regenera-
tion, Preservorance, &c. o must be a remarkable man, who can give n satis-
factory discussion of nny one of theso and similar subjects, in the timo allowed
by the advocates of short sermons, Jt is indeed possible very much to condense
our arguments and remarks; but it js not easy to do 8o before a popular an-
dience, without becowing obscure, Tho reply of Pitt, when charged with
diffuseness, is specially applicable to the preaching of the Gospel : “ A man who
addresses & popular assembly, must oither uso repetition or diffusion ; and I
prefer the latter.,” We bavo preached n great many times on tho great doctrine
of the Gospel ; and when discussing such subjects, our discourses have seldom
been shorter than an hour, Yot we do not remomber to have lost the fixed and
interested attention of any congregation, in the city or in tho country, whilst
delivering such discourses, Vg have twice delivered a series of biographical
discourses, embracing not less than twenty-one~-commencing in the Spring and
running through the short, hot avenings of Summer—not one of which occupied
less than an hour; and yot our house has been crowded to overflowing during
the entire course.  And this series of discourses was delivered in two of our
large cities. We have delivered sevoral other series of discourses during winter
ovenings, of similar length, and with the samo results.  The true secret of hold-
ing the attention of audionces, and preventing wearine:s, is to be found far moro
in the character of sermons, than in the length of them. Time flies m})idly
when the mind is deeply interested. 'What is more common than to seo large
assemblies listen for hours to o public debate, without, feeling any weariness # It
isall a mistake to suppose that weariness necessarily begins, when people have
listened to o speaker more than thirty-five, or even more than fifty-five minutes.
Hundreds of times have we scen a whole audience fecling intensely at the ond
of a sermon an hour long; and many a time have we seon congregations show
manifest signs of woeariness, under sermons of less than forty minutes, N

I In determining the prper length of sermons, the circumstances of the
people should be considered. In our large cities, a considerable portion of the
people have the opportunity of hearing tlieir pastors twice or thrice per week ;
Jet, as a matter of fact, many of them hear them but once, And during the

tmmer months not a few of them do not hear their pastors at all. The amount
of time, therefore, spent under the instruction of their pastors, during each year,
by the majority of our cily congregations, is really very small—far too small,
vhen we consider the extensive 8ystem of truth they ought to learn to under.
stand.  Still, however, the religious privileges of those residing in citles and
Arge towns, are very much greater than those of persons residing in country
Places.  The pastors of our country churches know, that much the larger por-
tion of their people hear but one sermon per week ; and multitudes of them,
only one in two weeks, or oven less, Many of them ride from five to ten miles;
often over bad roads, in inclement weather, to get to church, Now, it may
answer to preach thirty-minute sermons to our city churches; the frequency
of them may compensato for the shortness. But to preach such sermons to
People who can hear but one-sermon in one, two or thyeo weeks, and who have
2o other public religious privileges, is to reduce them to stravation, If the
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t 'acher cannct meet his pupils often, common sense says, let him spend more
t me and teach them more, when he does meet them. And if the pastor of 8
country church will take the pains to prepare for his people a good, large meal,
he will find them hungry enough to eat it without dropping to sleep. In some
of our country churches, the custom is to have two sermons, with an interval of
half an hour.  'Where this arrangement can be made, shorter sermons would be
better.

There are circumstances which justify very lengthy sermons. A minister,
for example, is called to preach for a few days to a vacant church, or to aid 8
young brother in a series of meetings. The people desire to hear sermons on
several important subjects, during his stay ; and the state of things in the com-
munity renders it important that he discuss these subjects fully. This he can-
not do, answering the objections of errorists, in short sermons. Some years
ago, we spent a few days in upper Missouri, We had occasion to preach on
Justification, Regeneration, and the mode and subjects of baptism. And then
certain sceptics, men of intelligence and standing, sent a request for us to preach
asermon on the Inspiration of the Bible. Several of these discourses occupied
from an hour and a half to two hours. The house was crowded to its utmost
capacity ; and the interest was general and intense, and we have reason to know
that the results were most happy. This was by no means an unusual occurence
in our experience. How absurd to say, notking ean justify a long sermon !

The state of religious feeling must be taken into consideration, in determining
the proper length of sermons. Every pastor has observed how much casier it
is to gain and hold the attention of his people, when the standard of piety is
high, than when it is low. 1In times of revival all agree, that preaching should
be more frequent than at other times. Then people will listen to a larger
number of serinons, and will be profited by them. And the very same interest
which makes them desire more frequeut preaching, will make them willing and
even anxious to hear longer sermons, if they cannot hear them as frequently as
they should. At such times, moreover, it becomes occasionnally necessary to
instruct them very fully in regard to some particular doctrine. Laboring, some
years ago, in a powerful revival in & church in Ohio, we were requested to preach
a sermon o2 the mode and subjects of baptism, inasmuch as the minds of several
of the young converts were unsettled on these points. It was evidently better
not to preach on the subject, than to handle it superficially. The sermon oc-
cupied two hours and a half, and was ‘heard not only with unabated interest,
but with deep feeling.

Again—the time of the year should modify the length of sermons. In the
heat of Summer and,in the short Summer evenings, ordinary discourses should be
shorter, because it is{more difficult for the people to hear profitably.

IV. The cast of the preacher’s mind, and his peculiar gifts ‘as a speaker,
should be considered in determining the length of sermons. There are some
preachers—men of impulsive, but undisciplined minds—who make their deepest
impression upon an audience within thirty minutes, but who cannot keep up
the interest much longer. There are others whose forte is in the clear, logical
presentation of truth. In preaching very short sermons they would fail to in-
terest their hearers deeply ; but their subjects increase in interest as they pro-
ceed from step to step, and their closing appeal comes with the steadily accu-
mulating force of conclusive arguments, until it seems almost irresistible.  Every
judicious minister can determine for himself how long he cam profitably hold
the attention of his people ; and no wise man will continue his discourse, when
there are evidences of weariness. We readily admit, that very few men ought
to attempt, on ordinary occasions, to preach longer than from forty-five to fifty
five minutes; but jhe circumstances are so various, that no definite rule, as 1t
seems to us, can be applicable to all cases.
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IMPROVEMENT OF PRAISE.
(From the Bnglish Presbyterian Messenger.)
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There is 80 much common senso and so mans admirable suggestions in the
following lotter, written by a Gentleman in Liverpoel, whose knowlodze of the
subject entitlo him to sponk with authority, that wo deerm it may be for the
promotion of Church psalmody in our own Churches to ro orint it in the * Presby-
ter.”  No subject is Scserving of moro sltention than this at the present day,
1o department of public worship has fallen into such a lamentable state of neglect
in the Presbyterian Charches of Canadn as this. It ja timo that something was
deno to improvo our servico of Praise. Stronuous cfforts aro being made both
in Scotland nnd England for this purpose. To thoso who feel an interest in this
subject, this letter will bo highly appreciated.
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| then “ Deaw Stn—1I was very glad to sec this most important subject referred to ia

reach B vour last number. 1Itis ono in which I have always folt a great interest, in con-
upied § hection with the progress of our church.  As you formorly, on seversl oceasions,
tmost B woro kind enough to insert in tho  Messenger ” some p evious remark of mino
know § on the subject, ftrust you will also admit the present communication.

rence It is not so much tho want of officient precentors that is the great drawback,
I a3 the apathy of the general body of the peoplo in our congregations in follow-
N2 B ing or nccompanying tho precentors ; and an amendment in that respeet, to any
1T 1t B great oxtont, will never talo place till greater attention is aid, and miore promi-
IQ"Y 1'3 nence given to this subject, under the auspices of our ministers and managers,
hou

The plans suggested by ¢ A Precentor’ aro most éxcellent for the purpose in

arger @ view 5 but I have snon, and know from experience, that the exertions of our pre-

erest B centors will bo successful only ¢if assisted by the minister and office-bearers’ of

aﬂnd our own respective churches. 1'have seen those exertions succeed whon 80 as-
y a3

tisted and countenanced ; and I have seen them fuil, over and over again, when

ry 1o @ not so countenanced, and it will bo so again.

s0tug I hava talked, and written, and acted, with referenco to this subject, until I
rcnc!; am almost inclined to loso faith in ‘ persoverance,’ (which, under Providence,
vera

has raised me from tho plough to a protession,) and I now write under the d_sheart-
ening: belief that I might as well save mo tho trouble.

The fact is, wo have been so long accustomed to g lethargic and earcless mode
of K_erforming that portion of our c%urch services now roferred to, that we seem
to be oblivious to our faults in that respecet,

Those excollent ¢ compos -es,’ tho ¢ Confession of Faith,’ and ¢ Dircctory,’ in-
sist upon its being ¢ the duty of Christians to praise God,’ the voice being ¢ tune-
able,” with ¢ grace in the heart) A higher Directory still, tho Bible, inculeates
the same doctrine, and urges tho performance of the duty. The importance of
that duty does not, however, seem to impress itself sufficiently on the hearts and
minds of our people ; neither is much trouble taken in order to become possessed
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P Up W of the tuneable voice—tho grace in the heart being dormant.
yical The sitting posture, when singing, which is adhered to in some of our churches,
 10- s quite consonant to our lethargic manner of offering praise. I, however, con-
pro- i sider it o very irroveront act towards Him Lo whom the praise is offered. There
cet- i is no doubt that, anciently, the people ¢stood and praised.’ It was all very well
v'cﬁ tosit in church in Scotland on suc occasions, after walking
;12!1 “Over the hills and far awa.”

bt @ 5 I have often done myself, but I confess it has a very lazy appearance, It puts
ﬁgﬁy one in mind of fire-side or family-party singing.

g it I am no latitudinarian ; and though now within the fold of the Presbyterian
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church in England, I was broaght up in the arms of the Scottish establishment,
in the good old lazy, cozy, sleepy times, when there was 1o motion in the stil
waters of orthodoxy, except the commotion now and then caused by placing a
minister over the heads, or, at all events, against the will of the people. I con-
fess, however, I am ashamed to read such 2 sentence in the public prints as ¢ the
antipathy of Presbyterians to church music,’ knowingjthat the reference is to our
church ; and I don’t like at all our being called ¢ sour Presbyterians,’

The Scotch are famed for secular music, and why should they not be so for
sacred music also 3

“There's ono of music's loveliest wreaths entiwin'd
In Scottish hearts, and liberty’s the tree
On which the sacred blossoms had their growth.”

The practice which extensively prevails amongst us of singing, and of hearing
sung, those lovely melodies which are ¢ entwined in Scottish hearts,” ought sure-
y to prove that our voices and hearts, when properly attuned, are capable of
being used, for holier songs and higher affections, It is, however, lamentable to
think that there are very many in our congregations who ¢ can sing a good song,’
as it is called, who would, nevertheless, be utterly unable, and indeed asharoed,
to stand up and lead in singing a tunc for a psalm or hymn. We mus*, however
learn to sing, as well as learn to pray. There must be practice also if we wish
for perfection.

I ofien feel sorry, on looking round in church, at the times of singing, to seg
the lips of many closed, and to* hear others only joining in soft murmurs. How
does such conduct agree with the injunctions €O bless our God, ye people, and
make the voice of his praise to be heard.’ ‘Play’ (and why not sing #) ¢skil-
fully with a loud noise.’ *Make a Joyful noise unto Him with psalms.’

he fact is, that the mode in which our church services are conducted does
not tend to encourage psalmody.  Our sermons, generally, are prolonged too
much, and, in «omsequence thereof, we are often treated only to a verse or two,
toredeem the time. I submit that that is not as it ought to be. Our Lord and
his disciples sang a hymn (which is understood to have been composed of seve-
ral psalms,) and ot a verse or two thereof. Our gratitude to our great Bene-
factor is small, if it be to be measured by the extent of our praises. *The voice |
of nature is unceasing praise.’

The best and ablest divines encouraged sacred music. Without taking up
much more of your space, I would only refer to what Luthersaid on the subject,
namely, ‘ Next unto theology, I give the place and highest honour unto music.
‘I want to see the arts, especially that of music, in the service of Him who has
given and created it ¢ Young men ought not to be ordained into holy orders
until they ave well experienced in school knowledge and in singing.’

It is quite certain that with us we should.not at all be the worse of possessing
a little more of the ornamental and graceful in art in our churches. Thereis a
* beauty of holiness,’ as well as 3 ¢ spirit of holiness.’

“Tor God delights in beauty as in truth.”

When I attend oceasionally, other places of worship wheve thero Is good sing-
ing, I lament our deficiency. ~ If we were to pay proper attention to the culti-
vation of the numan voice in psalmody, we should hear Jess respecting the useof |
the mechanical instrument, the organ; and whether we sing ‘in unison,’ or §
¢ choral harmony,’ practice is necessary. . a \

Apologising for the length of this letter, which however s merited by the
subject, I am, Sir, yours, faithfally,

W. Smvorair.
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WORDS OF THE WISE.

THE CHRISTIAN'S GOD THE GOD OF ALL GRACE.
BY TOD REV. II. NEWOOME, A.A., 1696,
I is the “ Qod of all Grace,” on account of his clemen-y and condescension.

One may have access to him with boldness through Christ. % Who is like

B unto the Lord our God, who dwaelleth on high, who hambleth himself to behold
j the things that arc in heaven and in the earth Ps. exiil, 5. 6. What is man
3 that thou art mindful of him 2 Tt was condescension in God to look on man

in his innocency, or to look on glorified spirits in heaven ; but it is his pleasure to

gl see his creatures happy, and he delights to do them good. It was gracein God

that ke made man happy at first, gave him such noble faculties, and entered into
covenant with him ; but his grace is manifested to us much more in our fallen
condition, now that we have forfeited all by sin, and made ourselves sinners ;
“God made man upright, but they have sought out many inventions.,” God

@l night have left man in this state, but he is ¢ full of compassion.”
Iow §
and |

It is infinite clemency in God that pardon should be enjoyed when a sinner
repents.  This is not after the manner of men : if & man accused before the judge
wereto say,all that has been sworn against me is true, and I have done thus and thus,
but T'am sorry for it ; would it not, be replied, what is that to us, We are sorry

forgive some offences, he is limited by God ; and sometimes when a man hag
power in his hands to forgive another, he has no power in bis heart. Not so

W vith the God of all grace, who bhas both authority and mercy, and when a sinner
B beartily repents, through Jesus Christ, he pardons and forgives him. This is

infinite grace, and the convineed sinner thinks so when he feels the intolerablo

g veight of sin removed : « Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not
B iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.,

It shows the infinite clemency of God to admit sinners into so near a relation
s that into which they are brought through Jesus Christ ;  As many as received
bim, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that

g telieve on his name.” John i, 12, It God werc to pardon a poor wretch and
B et him live, it would be great grace, but much more that he should receive him

o the number of his children. O the infinite grace of God, that contrives

[l cery thing to make those happy whom he loves; to make them his children !
i ¢ gives them the disposition of children to love and fear him, and gives them

a7ight to all the privileges of his children i—this is the happiness of the regene-

B e,

He proves his clemency and condescension by hearing the prayers of his |

3 1ople.  God is known by this character ; a prayer-hearing and answaring God.
W Iis children, through Christ, prevail with him for what they want. Is not this
infiite grace, that he should hearken to man ; that it should be said: “This




348 THE CANADIAN PRESBYTER.

poor man cried and the Lord heard him #”  God delights in the prayers of poor
sinful creatures ; and there is scarce any great thing dome for his Church and
people, but it cownes in answer to prayer. He does not stir up his people to
earnest prayer, but he hears them in what they pray for : “ The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James v.16. If thou art in cove-
nant with God, thy prayer shall prevail ; and if thou art striving, groaning, and
wrestling in prayer, he sees it; and through his grace thou shalt obtain what
thou prayest for, according to his will. Is not this infinite condescension, that
-he should be nigh unto all that call upon him in truth? We have frec liberty,
through Christ, to come with boldness to a throne of grace,

POETRY.

—

THE HEARER OF PRAYER.

Of all the names beneath the heaven
Which is the fittest to be given

To Him who rules on high?
What phrase, that mortal lips can frame,
Is least unworthy of Thy fame,

Great Lord of earth and sky?

In vain we seek to shadow forth
Thy power, thy truth, thy matchless worth,
Thy love, thy ceaseless care. =
To inspiration’s page we turn,
And there the words in glory burn—
¢ Oh Thou, that hearest prayer!”

Not all the eloquence sublime,
That graced each sage of earlier time,
Such words could e’er devise :
Mighty to bind with viewless chain
Man’s spirit to his God again,
To draw him to the skies,

Poor wanderers on life’s darkling way,

Uncertain still, and apt to stray,
Unsafe, whate'er our care,

It is & blessed thought indeed

That Thou art near us in our need-——
That Thou dost hear our prayer.

The angel hosts that round Thee fiy
Exalt thy praise above the sky,
And fill the heavenly air.
But sweeter notes shall swell the hymn,
‘When saints redeemed shall worship Him
Through whom Thou hearest prayer.

AJW.
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.

ch and { rdereamse
ople to B Tre New Evoraxp Tusocracy : o History of the Gongrogationnlists in Now England to

fervent tho Rovivals of 1740, By H. F. Unpexn, Transiated from the 2nd German edition,
n cove- 8§ by M. C. Gonant, Boston : Gould & Lincoln. Pp. 303,

ng, and @ The idea of this volume was suggesled to the anthor by the late Dr. Neauder
n what § vho has Introduced it with a short preface, expressive of his interest in all that
hat Jconcerns the American Churches. = Briof as the history is, wo consider it a
n, that § satisfactory treatment of the theme, being oxccuted with the carefulness and
R intelligence characteristic of a German scholar.  For some minds the topic may
have little attraction, but it is rich in instruction for those who care to study the
j tendencies, and to note the outworkings and comparative values, of occlesiastical
g ystems.
yThe history opens with a notice of the rise of the Independents in old England,
mnd bearing them to the shores of America, traces their career in New England
M to the middle of the 18th century. The chief figures in the narrative of course
sre John Robinson of Leyden, Governor Winthrop of Massachusetts, John Cotton
B of Boston, Increzse Mather, and his son Cotton Mather—and finally, President
Edwards. DBut not even our high estimate of these mon, and our respeet for the
J grave earnestoess of the Puritan settlers gonerally, can induce or enable us to
3 contemplate with any degree of pleasure the ecclestastical Listory of New Eng-
lnd. My, Uhden leads us corrcetly through the intricate controversios that
| rere waged on the questions of Church Membership and the Sacraments, and
lcccurately describes the various declarations and platforms” constructed at
Saybrook and elsewhere. But, though himself disposed to admire, the author
W vill scarcely succeed in enlisting any warm admiration of the public, out of New
England, in favor of the early Colonial Congregationalists,
The shameful persccu:ion of Baptists and Quakers in Massachusetts is narrated
Jvith some minuteness, Several instances which occurred of the tyrannical

-

liberty,

Wl other parts of Christendom,

B Apart from these acts altogether, we are compelled to say, that the entire
Jlistory, even as written by a friendly pen, makes on us an impression unfavora-
Mile to the whole scheme and system of Indepondency. It began its course in
@l Yew England with numerous advantages—a homogeneous and pious people—
g connection with tho State that conferred influence and provided substantial
[l mintenance, without any restraint on its Christian freedom-—an able and zealous
uinistry of the Word., But it frittered away its force in discussions ard contro-
il tersics, let slip its old orthodox symbols, became infected and at one time almost
8 tinguished by Unitarianism, It has revived in recent years—but-only as one
W { the Denominations, no longer as tke Denomination or Chureh of New England.
lthas discontinued the office of Ruling Elder which at first it recognised ;—it
has altered the original functions of the Deacon ;—it has dropped the venerable
oeeds, confessions, and cateohisms which the first Independents so highly
g éicemed—and notwithstanding various attempts to obtain some of the benefifs
#the Presbyterian government, it has adhered to and become the servant of an
Muchecked and uncertain democracy.
The propriety of the title «New England Theocracy,” appears from the very
Ml tict connection established by the Puritan Settlers between Church and State,
8 Desirous to realise the ideal of a Christian Commonweslth, they admitted to State




248 THE CANADIAN PRESBYTER.

Office, and even to the position of Freemen in Massachussets, none but Church
members of their own persuasion. This was of course associated with another
principle, that none should be members of a Church, unless their avowed faith,
experience and life were such as the Church approved. The theory, though
-conceived in a fair sense of duty, proved as all the world knows, impracticable.
It was, in our judgment, & better theory than that of the extreme voluntaries of
modern times—but failed, because it did not recognize the fundamental differ-
ences between a Church and a State, and therefore did not so much ally and
connect, as confound them, and compromise the character and integrity of both.

The bearings of the New England experiment on the relation of Church and
State seem to have interested Dr. Neander, who was, like many of the more ad-
vanced Continental divines, weary of the Erastianism under which the Lutheran
Church lies, but he remarks truly that the emancipation of the Church from the
State, which is the thing needed, does not necessarily require the separation of
the Church from the State. We observe that this great question, which every
where begins to raise fresh discussion and evidently awaits fresh solutions, has
been a leading topic of enquiry and debate at the recent meeting of the * Kir-
chentag” at Hamburg, The working of the German mind on a question so long
agitated in Great Britain and America, will possess & peculiar value and interest.

Of the volume before us, we have only further to say, that it is printed and
published by Messrs. Gould & Lincoln, in their usual correct and pleasing style.

Tas Harvesr axp tan Rrapers; Home WORR FOR ALL, AND HOW TO DO IT. By Rev.
H. Newooun. Boston: Gould & Lincoln. pp. 270.

The amiable and earnest author of this book has dedicated it to the converts
in the revival of 1858. Its design is to awaken a deep interest in personal
efforts for the conversion of souls to Christ, and to suggest some plans by which
to bring the members of the Churches generally into living contact with the
unevangelized masses around them. On this work the author has spent much
thought, and his practical experience in missionary operations constitutes the
work one of much value to those who desire to promote the - Christian welfare
of their perishing fellow-creatures. In the first chapter he eonsiders the spiritual
destitution of the large cities of England and the United States, He exhibits -
aacurate statistics to show that the neglect of religion is as great in:the country
as it is in the cities and towns of the Union. Over the whole country he calcu-
lates that out of the population of twenty-seven millions there are only four and
a half millions giving attention to religion. In view of this deplorable state of
things he points out very faithfully: the duties of Christians to their unconverted
neighbors and friends, and insists that every hearer should be a preacher—that
the Church is a missionary body, and that individuals are responsible for the
extension of spiritual blessings to others,

As bearing upon this point, he sets before the reader the example of holy
men of old—~their regard for the houor of God and the condition of the uncon-
verted. In chapter fourth he lays down a plan for carryin¥ the Gospel to every
creature in the land. This plan is just the territorial or localised plan of the
late Dr. Chalmers. A district is chosen by each congregation, visitors appointed
for small sections, and every means are to be used to impress upon the inhabit-
ants the interests of eternity—to bring the children to school and the adults to
attend upon public worship. Many valuable counsels are contained in the book
for the cfficient and systematic working out of this plan. The importance, and
value. of prayer is largely insisted upon, and several valuable counsels are given
as.£0 the nature and character of true prayer, and as to the conducting of praye®
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meetings, both public and private. The author seaks, with true Christian ear-
nestness and affection, to press upon Churchies and individual Christians the
urgeney and necssity of this work of evangelization, It has bean undertaken
with much spirit by the sevaral Churches in Brooklyn City, N. Y., and so far
followed with most blessed results, No book, in our estimation, is more wanted
than this at the present day, It will, we trust, tend to awaken professing

§ Chiristians from tho lethargy into which too many of them have fallen, Wo

have a large measure of profession in our citics and towns at the present day,
but for the most part it is profession, and notbin%' more. Very frequently it is
accompanied with entire disinclination to do any kind of work in the Church or

gl for religion. The most altry excuses are constantly pleaded by Church mem-

bers for the avoidance o every duty that requires personal labor, The ministor
is supposed to do and to be capable of doing everything, and very often unmea-
sured and unmerited censure is heaped upon his head for the neglect of work
which it is physically impossible for Lim to overtako. 'We wish this excellent
and most readable book could be put into the hands of every member of our
Churches. We trust that it will be as widely perused as its merits and the
importance of the suljects of which it treats demand. The work is neatly got
up by the publishers, and the type is large and clear, Weo most cordially
recommend it as one of very great practical value,

SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE,

ECOLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY.

Nox-1NTRUSION 1y THE CHORCH OF ScoTLAND.—It is with much pleasute that we notice
8 movement in this direction in the Established Church at home. The late settlementg

¥ of ministers, contrary to the most unequivocally expressed wish of the people, has

drawn the attention of good men in that communion to the dangers to which their
Church is exposed from this quarter. - Accordingly we find gentlemen of high stand-
log and most zcalous members and elders of the Church, at the head of whom is Sir
James Campbell, well known for his munificent charities, memorialising the Presbytery
of Glasgow at its late meeting. They express their rogret at the procecdings in
Church Courts in the matter o< disputed settlements for several years past. Considor-

j ing the evils of settling unacceptable ministers over reclaiming congregations, they
f declared that it was ‘‘essential to the interests of veligion and to the welfare of the

Chureb, “that the principle of non-intrusion should be distincily and unequivocally recog-
nised in the laws for regulating the settlement of ministers.” The memorial further states

R that Lord Aberdeen’s Act, however well intended, had been found in practice not suffi-
I cient in all cnses to prevent the intrusion of unacceptable minis

ters upon congregations ;
sod that o change in the law is required, which shail give unequivocal effect to the

Call of the people. This memorial wag received with that respect which the nameg
attached to it merited. It has been lajd on the table of the Presbytery, to be consi-
dered at its next meeting, We rejoice in this movement, and wish it God-speed ; not
only because it is a testimony to the wisdom of our Free Church movement, but also

83 giving promise that the grounds of separation may yet be removed between those
two sections of the Presbyterian Church.

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN MissioN, OLb CALApaR.—The Rev. Mr. Waddell and his wife,
¥ho have so long and efficiently conducted this misgion, have been obliged perma-

. Zently toretire from it on accovnt of their health, After twenty-eight years of assidu-

ous labours in tropical climates—-sixteen in J amaica and twelve in Africa, Mr. W. feels he
teeds the bracing influences of a more temperate region. He has achieved g great and
dificult work in founding and firmly establishing the Mission at Old Calabar; in so
doing he has linked his name with Afrien ag one of its benefactors, and have won for
himself the honorable title of tle Apostle of O1d Calabar. We are glad to find that

J this Mission is prospering in the hands of our brethren, and gives promises of great

future blessings to that down-trodden and benighted land,

Pt ——
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MEETING or TuB GERMAN EvANGELIUAL KinenextAc AT HAspuna.~Tho proceedings of
this Ecclesiastical Assembly were opened on the 14th September by a sermon from the
Gencral Superintendant, Hofman, of Berlin. His text was Rom. xii,, 1-3. In tho first
part ho dwelt on the Confussion of Faith, on which tho Kirchentag Is founded ; in the
second, expounded tho Apostolic exhortation. This union of Churches adheres to thg
Augsburg Confession as the oxpression of its belief, Tho first subject of discussion
was, “The rights of the congregntion to special pagtoral care”; on which, after an
interesting discussion, resolutions were adopted to the cffect,—That the partition wall
which exists in Germany between pastor and people is a great evil; that the members
of the Church have a right to pastoral caro, and that it should bo sought for by God-
fearing poople. They appeal to patrons of Clurches to provide pastors, and adviso
that Ministers should be bound to pastoral duties at their ordination, and finally express
gratitude for symptoms of improvement. There were further considered the important
subjects of *The abuse of official otths,” “The connection between Church and State,”
in which the necessity of Church office-bearers being separate independent persons,
capable of acting independent of the State, was ndvocated. * The relation of the
Obristian to temporal property” was also considered. Home Missions and the state of
the poor in conmection with Reformatories, was a topic that excited much interest,
The duty of private Christian benevolence, over and above State provision for the poor,
was forcibly inculeated. The 1ast subject was, Popular Superstitions as a hindranco
of vital godliness.” It was introduced by Prof. Wutke. To a vast audience he unspa-
ringly exposed the idolatry and athoism of daily life in Germany. Strange as it may
appear, this Assembly of clergymen met with powerful opposition from the local press.
Only one out of the seven Lutheran Churches in Hamburg could be obtained for its |
meetings. Fears were even entertained of ariot, so great was the opposition of the

people ; but these fears were disappointed, and a decp interest was ultimately evinced
In its proceedings. ‘

Poreny 1§ IRELAND —The News of the Churches informs us that ¢ The most important
item of Home intelligence is the recent visit of Cardinal Wiseman to Ireland, and the
method of his reception. The object of that visit, by his own statement, is to securo
greater nnion among the Romanists of England and Ireland in order to secure political
advantages., The present Popish brigade is to be doubled or trebled at the next election,
and its members are to be nominees of the Cardinal, acting for the Pope, Sirultaneously
with the Cardinal's visit, & statement has been issied at g Synod in Tuam condemnatory
of the system of mixed education in Ireland, and demanding o sectarian system. The
proposal for having intermediate classical schools connecting the national schools with
the Queen's Colleges, is strongly reprobated as endangering the middle classes. No
candidate for the priesthood would, it is said, bo allowed to attend such schools. Ex-
traordinary efforts are at presentbeing made to place the “ Catholic” University in Dublin
on a better footing, and to provide, through it, evening classes for tradesmen and me-
chanics, to draw them away from Mechanics’ Institutions and similar mixed gatherings.
An attempt will, undoubtedly, be soon made to obtain a_charter for this college. On
the whole, the Romanist bicrarchy in Ircland are determined to make a stand for entire
control of all educational machinery among their own people and this with a view both |

to political and religious ends, We hope that our Protestant statcsmen will be on the
alert to prevent such a result.

AGITATION FOR REFORM IN THE CHUROH 0F RoME.~Tho most important intelligenco
from the Continent is the memorial of 500 bishops and clergy, chiefly in Bohemia, to the §
Archbishop of Vienna, for o thorough reform of many of the abuses of the Oburch of
Rome. They complain, that for the want of nocessary reforms, they are fast losing their

hold upon the peeple. Among other things, they urgoe the permission of marriage 10 §
the clergy.

Reuierovs Liserty Axp Procress.—The prosent intolerant laws in Swepey may bo §
said to be practically abolished, The agitation abroad has chiefly accomplished this.
It is not yet known whether any new laws, or what laws, will be established in their
stead. The old conventicle law, prohibiting private prayer-meetings, is also in abeyance.
In Roussia, greater liberty in educational matters has been recently, among the other
liberal concessions of Alesander II., granted to the Jews. In Turkey, we have most
cheering intelligence of the progress of the Armenian missions in the district of Nicome- £
dia, and also of the accessibility of the Bulgarian population to seriptural instruction.
Political affairs in Turkey remain in a very complicated state. Some fears are enter- §

tained even in Constantinople of a Mohammedan rising, The mission among the Jews
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g2 of J§ Io Smyrna, under tho Established Church of Scotland, continues to be visited with much
m tho {J success.

0 ﬁtli-:it MovEMENTS 1¥ INDIA AND Omiva.~—In Tnpra there is snid to be o great shaking in the
1 tho

nslive mind in the provinces lately the sent of war, From Meerut and JAgra thero is
very favourable intelligence, If the societics iu this country enter with ardour upon
this field, they have good prospects of an abundant harvest. The Church Missionary

°r an B dociety is about to establish g mission 6t Lucknow, There is much anxiety felt as to

wall Jiho policy likely to bo adopted by the Home Government i whether that of the Company,
nbers W or of Sir” Jonn Lavwrence and his supporters. A grent opening is made for missions in
(?Qd' Cmxa by the late treaty, which secures freedom for mission agency in all parts of tho
dviso

country, It is feared that the advantages gained may also be abused for the extension
§ of the Opium Trade. On this subject, n memorial has been presented to Government,
from the secretaries of various missionary societics, and others,

late,” . . . :

sou,s AusTRALIA.—~The Education question is occupying much attention. A scheme for
£ tho Jrurely seeular instruction was carried in the Legislative Council of Victoria, but after-
te of Wwards withdrawn on account of the strenuous opposition of the Churcles. The Sabbath

question is also excitin g attention, on account of an organized attempt of tho publicang
to open their shops on Sunday, a course which is at present forbidden,

anco Scorrisn Eriscorar, Cuurom—All the Diocesan Synods of this Church except one
'Spa- Mbave recently met. The principal subject of discussion has been tho Bishops' Pastoral
Tmay Wletter on the Eucharistic controversy. In the Synods of Brechin and Aberdeen, the
TCSS. M letter did not meet with approval ; i that of Moray and Ross the numbers were equal ;
T its Win the Synod of Glasgow it was adopted by & very large majority; it was also approved
lf;él'('l’ ofin that of St. Andrews. At the Synod of St. Andrews a further step was urged, that

the old Scottish service should be given up altogether, and that the English servico
thould everywhere be adopted in its place, The chango was strongly opposed by the
M Bishop, but in spite of his opposition, the Synod divided in cqual numbers for and against

rtant @hbe motion—several clergymen stating that they felt they must give up the Scottish
the Marvice or their congregations. As there was no majrrity cither way, the matter wasg
CUro Wlft in abeyance. There appears to be much division in the Church, and itis impossiblo

o 0 foresee the result till the whole College of Bishops be assembled.

tion
»usl} Houe MisstoNs 1v ScoTLAND.— In Scotland, the Congregational Union is now con-
tory [entrating cfforts on towns as well as on country villages, and works side by side with
The Jtrery other denomination of evangelical Christinns. The United Presbyterian Church
with Jlfh exhibiting rencwed vigour, and the Free Church has put forth a giant's strength to
No Jrclaim our moral wastes. ¢ Give us,’ said her House Mission Committee, ¢ an annual
Ex- [izcome of £5000 for our large towns alone, and the Freo Assembly unanimously resoly-
blin i to give an annual collection in 640 churches, which will secure twice that sum.

‘Give us,’ asked the Home Mission Committee of the United Presbyterian Church,

ngs. JN'£3000 for our city work ; and the memberships are giving £600. ‘Help us,’ said Com-

On gRttittee of the Church of Scotland’s Tome Mission, ¢ half a million of money, and we shall
tire Jlstablish new interests in every destitute district;’ and the friends of that Church have
soth Wlllready subscribed £350,000.° All this, too, i3 done, while the general income of the

durches had advanced. The income of Free Church has increased from £260,000 in

1448 to £331,000 in 1858,—a sum exceeding by £60,000, the total annual value of ali

Jlte patrimony, including even the glebes and manses of the Established Ghurch of Scot~
lnd.”

nee
hth% M Lavcaster, C. E.—OpENING oF 4 New Free Cuurcn.—We aro happy to announce
% Bt our friends in this district have at length erected a Church in the village, and that

Q!is now finished and dedicated to the worship of Almighty God. It is built of brick,

¥ith an overhanging roof, and pointed Gothic windows. The interior is neatly finished ;
bih pulpit and pews are designed with some taste, and executed in the most substan.
il manner. For o country Church, this is a remarkably commodious and comfortable
@tection. It is built upon the glebe, and at no great distance from the manse, The

shole cost of the structure has been about £%750, which, we are bappy to say, is all but
inot altogether entirely paid. There will, we are assured, be no debt upon the Church,
his i3 as it should be. = Much future embarrassment and trouble will thus be avoided,
ud the efforts of the Church may be directed without distraction to promote the caugo

05t B Ghrist within and beyond their own district. The Moderator of the Synod—the Rev,
:‘:' @’ Wardrope—opened the Church on the 24th October, and preached two cloquent and

- g ropriate sermons to large and decply-interested andiences. On Monday a Bazaar
o Wui Sairee was Leld in an adjacent building, at which a large number of tho Glengary
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people from considerable distances were present. In the evening the Church was filled
with an audience, the like of which we were told was never seen in Lancaster. Ad-
dresses of a lively and interesting nature were successively delivered by the Revds. Mr.
Anderson, the pastor ; H. Campbell, Cornwall ; D. Fraser and A, F. Kemp, Montreal ;
and T. Wardrope, Ottawa. An excellent choir sung several pieces of Sacred Music
during the evening with great sweetness and effect. A few hours were thus spent with
much profit and pleasure. The audience retired evidently delighted with the whole
proceedings. We regard this as & most auspiciougevent. We have long been of opi-
nion that a Church was wanted in this village. The wisdom of this movement will be
seen, we are persuaded, in the increased prosperity of the congregation. The sum of
£30 was collected during the day, which will be appropriated to the building fund.
This Church is most creditable to Minister, elders and people,

LITERARY.

HratrEN LanguaGrs—The celebrated Comparative Grammar of Bopp is just now being
published in a second enlarged edition. The great Sanscrit dictionary, edited by twa
Germans, Bothlingk and Roth, has now appeared up to the fifth part of the second vo-
lume. It is printed in Petersburg at the expemse of the Russian Academy. The
Chinege Grammar by Schott, in Berlin, is warmly recommended by the few students of
that language. Bushmann, in Berlin, published a learned work on the tongues of Mexi-
co and northern America. Hahn’s Herer6 Grammar has been mentioned by us formerly.
A Namagua Formenlehre, edited by Wallmann (a missionary like Hahn) ought to have
been added to it. Dillmann (the latest translator and interpreter of the Book of Henosh),
publishes & grammar of the Ethiopic language—all labours from which, indirectly,
missions must draw profit. Meadow’s Chinese and their Rebellions has been translateé
into German by Dr. Neumark. Berlin, 1857.—News of the Churches

Busa's Notes.—The Book of Numbers has just been published by this well-known
scholar, lately Professor of Greek and Oriental Literature in the New York University.
It is highly spoken of by the Princeton Review for its accurate scholarship and the
wide range of its literature. It contains very numerous references to the ancient ver-
sions and quotations from geographers and travellers. The text is adorned with many
sparkling gems from Bishop Hall and Matth. Henry. The devotional and doctrinal
remarks are in perfect harmony with these authoritative Calvinistic writers.

“Hyuns or Worsap" is the title of a volume recently published in Philadelphia by
Martien, and designed for use specially in the lecture-room, the prayer-meeting and the
family. They have been selected by a Pastor; and their distinctive feature is, as far
as practical, to exclude all hymns in which the Most High is not directly, expressly and
chiefly addressed. Another principle which marks the collection is that praise in the
family and the Church is a social and collective act of & plurality of persons: it is the
voice of the united We, and not of the independent I. Although exception may be
taken to the universal application of these principles, yet in the main they are correct,
and the book of hymns selected according to them is spoken of in high terms.

TaE FasciouLr Zi1zANIORUM MAGisTRI JomANNIS WyoLir, cuM TriTic0, has just been
published by the State Paper Office of England, 1t is edited in an imperfect manner by
the Rev. W. W. Shirley. It dontains a collection of tracts and documents, partly con-
troversial and partly narrative, bearing upon the events of the period in which he lived.

Tre Four Gosexrs ¢ Syriac.—The remaing of a very ancient Recension of these
books in Syriac, hitherto unknown in Europe, has been discovered, edited and trans-
lated by Wm. Cureton, D.D., and published by Murray of London. Certain qaaint
volumes had been put into the hands of Mr. Cureton, obtained from a monastery in
Syria, one of which consisted of eighty leaves of vellum of different hues-and thickness,
covered with Syriac writing of different dates and in different hands. The volume on
examination proved to be a Syriac version of the four Gospels, incomplete, but of &
very early date. This is a version hitherto quite unknown, and of the highest import~
ance for the elucidation or critical arrangement of the text of the Gospels. The Gos-
pel according to Matthew, which appears to be an actual transcription of the Aramaic
version of that Evangelist, the learned author has enriched with a- valuable commen-
tary and notes.. This discovery cannot but be grateful-to Biblical scholars, s



