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CANADIAN PRESBYTER.

APRIL, 1858.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP.

.. In the Presbyterian congregations of this country, the phrase ‘admission to
tpe Chureh,” is very often used to express the reception of adults for the first
Yime o the communion of the Lord’s Supper. Even ministers and elders con-
T to this usage, and seem to recognize communicants only, as members of
,ﬁ‘e Christian Church. Sufficient authority for this we have never seen ; and we
® disposed to regard it as improper and in some respects injurious,
_ It must be confessed that the Presbyterian Churches of the Mother Country
_‘°W not only a too indiscriminate Church membership, but a too easy admis-
%on to communion.  All baptized persons, unless they lose themselves in sheer
k?klessness, open sin, or gross heresy, grow up into the enjoyment of all Church
Privileges, Though desired, it is not positively required that they should give evi-
%uce of a renewed mind and spiritual character. The resultis, that under the most
:,'“"gelical ministrations and the most faithful *fencing of the tables,’ forma-
M8 ¢pressin’ to the holy communion. The ¢communion season,’ recurring
™ it does only at long intervals of time, is not felt by such persons to-be irksome ;
Tather soothes their consciences, and satisfies their sense of religious propriety.
In the Highlands of Scotland, the views and habits of ministers and people in
rI‘;gard to this subject differ greatly from those which prevail in the Scottish
Wlands, and in the province of Ulster, All baptized persons, indeed, are
: k.Oned of the Church, objects of pastoral care, and amenable to sessional dis-
Pline; byt only a proportion, often a small proportion, of the adult members
a Communicants. A high standard of personal piety is required of those who
) PProach the table of the Lord; and young candidates for communion are
+.Mined not only in regard to their knowledge, but also in regard to their ex-
S°rence of the truth. This, however, has unfortunately been pushed to such
- Mreme, that young persons in general are afraid to present themselves as
%dates for a Christian privilege, which is currently supposed to belong to
only who have a ¢deep cxperience’ and an assurance of hope in Christ.
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So far as wo are aware, there is no uniformity of principle or practice as re-
gards these matters, in the scssions and congregations of Canadian Presbyterians,
In some places alnost all the adults are not only members but actual communi-
cants—a small fringe of *oceasional hearers’ round alout eing terwed ale
herents, In other congregitions, where the state of religion is quite as higl,
scarcely two-thivds of the number of alults in regular connection with the
Church are on the roll of communicants.  They alone are recognised as menss
bers, the vemaining third, with all occas’onal lieaters and supporters of the
Church, being known as the alherents, In congregations of a © Highland
caste,” the proportion of communieants is small, and the kirk-sessiona maintain
. the custom of inquiring into the spiritunl experience, as well as the Biblical
knowledge and moral character of candidates for admission to the Lord's Supper,
But these sessions have in this country taken a step in advance of the old High.
lan] custom, for, with more or less strictness, they confine to the communicants
the privileges of recognition as Church members, and of receiving Christian
baptism for their chlleen. .

One fact is abundantly plain ;—that the tcndcnvy of Canadian as of American
Presbyterianism is to contorm to the Congregationalist view of Church member.
ship. Persons who have grown up within the Christian pale are yet held to
tjoin the Church,” when they make a certain *public profession’ and take
their seats at the Lord's Table, The communion 1o0ll is regarded as ihe roll of
the Church. All whose names are not therein are no more than ‘hearers!
¢sitters,’ or “adherents” To this we must demur, Wedeny that only actual
communicants are members of the Church.

Possibly it may be said in reply, that this usage of language, if not technically
accurate, is at least useful in clevating the standard of Church membership and
distinguishing the Church from the world, while practically it involves no inju-
rious effects. To this, however, we must rejoin, that it is a gr.at mistake to
elevate membership by degraling communicantship; and that the injuions
consequences in pra“tice of confounding these are more grave than is generally
supposed. Let us fully explain our meaning.

The present system among us scts multitudes loose from the feeling of reli-
gious responsibility. It may be argued and demoustrated that it ought not to
have that effect ; but as a matter of fact it has the effect.  Young baptized per-
sons grow up unrecognized on the roll of the Church, wander from preacher to
preacher accorling to their fancy, and justify their inattention to religious truds
and responsibilities ou the ground that they are ¢ not mem'.ers yet of any Church.
Evidently they suppose that ¢ to join the Church’is as optional a thing as to
join a mechapics’ institute or any other association, and that till they have
‘joined’ and ¢ profes-ed religion,’ the truth of God has no claim upon them.
From this re-ults injury to the Church as well as to the individual, She is m-
duly restricteld as regards the numbers of those who are under her care, govera-
ment, and discipline. Individuals may cast off all restraint and pour contempt
on their early religious principles, but it is not for the Church herself lightly to
cast off any of her children, or be- the first to disown their baptismal connee-




THE OANADIAN PRESBYTER. 99

tion with her. A question sometimes arises in Kitk-sessions, ¢ Who are properly
amenable to disciplino '  The obvious answer ig, ¢ Members only,’ but it can-
- -+ be correct to say, * Communicants only.,”  Sessions have always exerciced
control or discipline over individuals in the flock, young or old, who for one
reason oF other, had not yet partaken of the Lord’s Supper,  In what character ?
Surely as members, for the Church knows nothing of adherents, The latter
term has come into common use; but according to Scripture the Church has no
adherents; she has members within, and aliens or encmies without.

Great is the embarassment of Presbyterian ministers and kirk-seesions in
Canala in rezard to the administration of baptism.  We believe that thero are
congregations in which all diffieulty is obviated by neglectit z all digeipline, re-
quiring no standar] of qualification, and baptizing the children of all applicants.
Such nnfaithfuiness we consider a disgrace to any braneh of the Presbyterian
Churel that permits it : we have not a word to sav in its defence. On the
other hand, we honour the high motives of those Se-sions which rule, that the
children of communicants only shail be baptized. At the same time, we doubt
the wisdom and justice of making this rule rigid and ab-olute. Among Scottish
and Irish Presbyterians it is a new and rather high-handed measure.  Appeal
is commonly made to the doctrine of the Shorter Catecliism, that ‘the children
of such as are members of the Visible Church are to be baptized” But it re-
mains to be shown that the venerable compilers of the Catechism intended by
‘members’ those only who are actunl communicants at the Lord’s Supper.
Itis doubtful if such an iden was ever entertained and acted on in the Preshyte-
rian churches of Europe,  We can easily imagine the existence of men of cer-
tain Chrisian attainments and of exemplary character, who hesitate to come to
the Lord’s table, and yot ought not to be treated as aliens from the Chureh, or
sternly refused the privilege of baptism for their children. By all means let
such persons be instructed in the true nature of sacramental communion, and
pressud to observe the Saviour’s command to keep the feast in remembrance of
Him; but a rigid rule, such as some apply, does not weet their case; it may
unduly coerce the consciences of some, and occasion in others presumption and
pretence.  However proper the theory that none but obs:rvers of the one sacra-
ment should be allowed to obtain the other, it ought not to be carried into prac-
tice with such inconsiderate rigour as to press parents into a participation of the
Holy Supper as a condition of and step tovards the baptism of their children,
What minister of any experieuce has not felt uncasy in watching the practical
operation of this—in young couples coming forward to *join the Church,’ about
the time of the Lirth of their first child, scarce concealing that the chief motive
isa desire to found thereon a claim to baptism? The elevation of the standard
of qualification in the matter of baptism is dea:ly bought by the degradation of
the Lord’s Supper.

We may here add the remark, that the diversities among Christian Churches
in regard to the administration of infant baptism ave very detrimental to the
interests of religion and perplexing to the minds of the people. Some Churches
aequire a certain popularity by baptizing the children of all comers; others, at
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whatever cost, insist on the rule that only the children of communicants shall
be admitted to the baptismal rite. The subject requires study and discussion,
and might with propriety be made a topic of inter-denominational conference,
with a view to agree on principles, and induce a greater uniformity of practico
than exists at prasent in the Protestant Church.

Yet another evil atteuding the restric tion « f Church-membership to communi-
cants is this, that it contracts the sympatlies and charities of the Church. It
Las always been the wont of the Clristian Church to contribute ahns with
prayers for the Lencfit of the poor, the sick, and the infirm through age. This
is apart from such general charities a< are given by individaals or socictics, and
not by the Church in her proper capacity. Church alms are undoubtedly for
the relief of Church members in poverty or distress ; but it is surely an errorto
confine the benefaction to communicants only,  Every one who has had much
knowledge of the Protestant pour in the cities and towns of Canada knows how
various are the causes which have hindered them from close fellowship with the
Church j and to insist on that fullowship to the extent of actual participation of
the Lord’s Supper, as a conditivn of charitable relief in time of necd, has the
inevitable effect of leading the poor intn temptation, iuducing among the un
principled a hy pocritical professivn, while some of the most honest and indus.
trious arc debarred from all Church sy npathy and help.  There are, we con-
tess, great dangers on the other side, but the risk of erring in exuberance is
better than the risk of an undue exclusiveness.

% The quality of mercy is not strain'd ;
It droppeth, as the gentle rain from Heaven,
Upon the place beneath,”

What we have written may surprise and displease those whose ccclesiastical
theory contemplates Churches as compauies or societics of adult persons, who
have ‘got religion,” * professed religion,” and been publicly admitted to com-
munion ; but we have never discovered that theory in Scripture, or reseived it
from our fathers. We think of the Church as the flock of God, including lambs
as well as sheep.  We recognise the membership of the young from the Jdate of
their baptism.  And further, we suppose that there are adults who Lave not yet
advanced to the highest Christian privileges, who ought not to be disuwned or
treated as without the Church altogether. In fact there is need of care, Iest in
our protestation against the ecclisiastical as well as doetrinal heresies of Rome,
we be content to become mere Protestants, and omit what is just as necessary, to
be Catholics also.  We leave great advantages on the side of the Church of
Rome, if we cannot oppose a true Catholicism to hers, which is false, We must
not fail to present the large Catholic aspects, the charitable, forbearing, motherly
character of the Visible Church of Christ. While she receives only her pious
members, her *visible saints,’ to the scaling ordinances of the House of God,
she must keep her estended arms round all her children who do nut apostatise,
or do anything worthy of solemn excision,
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Tet nono suppose that wo advocats  lax admission to the sacraments of tho
New Testamont. Wao wish to see n high standard maintained in regard to
these, the more peculinr privileges of Church connection; and our present
article is levelled againat views ~nd practices which tend, in point of fact, to
dezrade tho standard of the ¢ sncramental host,’ and to cntangle and perplex
the consciences of ministers and kitk-sessions.  Weo plead not only for compe-
tent knowledgo and goad chara-ter, but also for a profession of repentance, faith,
and love on the part of those whoze children are baptized, or who are themselves
teceived to Baptiam or the Lord’s Supper.  But we cannot allow as an absolute
rule, that the Iattar must be observed before the former sacrament is adminis-
tered to the children of the applicant. 1t is most proper and desirable, but we
dispute the right to make it imperative,

It only remains to be said that the recognition of a wider Church membership
than that which appears on the communion roll, is perfectly consistent with the
restriction of eertain privileges, other than the sacraments, to such members as
gre in *full communion. Suh privileges are the suffrave, and the personal
eligibility to office, as clders and deacons. The suffrage belongs to the com-
municants, though, indeed, in the election of ministers, it is practically conceded
to the ¢ adherents* also, who are in fact unrecognised members. The eligibility
to office is, with obvious propriety, confined to the communicants only,  This is
parallel to the usages of the State. Al subjects of Her Majesty, who have not
been expelled or outlawed, are members of the Commonwealth, and have cer-
tain rights and privileges acknowledged and secured; but further and speciai
qualifications are required of those suljects who exercise the right of suffrage,
or who are eiigible for influential civil and political positions.

THE DOCTRINE OF TRANSUBSTANTIATION UNSCRIPTURAL AND ABSURD.
* And as they wero ealing, Jesus took bread, Lc."—MATT. xxvi. 26-28.

The doctrine of sacramental efficacy is one of the most prominent, and cer-
tainly one of the most dangerous dozmas of the Church of Rome The admi-
nishiation of the ordinauce of baptism to an infant is believed to secure its sal-
vation, if the child die in infancy, whatever may te the coudition of the parents;
whilst the unbaptized child is supposed to be inevitably lost, and if baptism were
really regencration, this would be alogical enough conclusion,

In the same way the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is supposed to commu-
nicate grace to those to whom it is aduiinistered ; whilst regarded as the sacrifice
of the Mass, it is believed to procure the must precious blessings to those for
whom it is offered up.

It is believed in the Roman Church, that in the sacrament of the Lord's Sup-
per, the piece of bread used in the form of a wafer, after consecration, is con-
verted into the body and blood, the soul and divinity of the Lord Jesus.
This supposed conversion of the bread into the Lord Jesus is termed by them
transubstantiation.  Christ then being believed to be really present in the bread,
itis termed the host, or sacrificial victim, Accordingly it is placed on the altar,
and held up to the people, as an object of adoration. The people bow down and
worship it, and receive the sacrament kneeling on the steps of the altar, as the
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proper attitude of adoration. Hence Christ being supposed to be really present,
in the bread, or rather the bread being supposed to be converted into Christh
the priest is believed to repeat the sacrifice of Christ every time he celebrates’
the Lord’s Supper, and the sacrifice thus offered up is said to be efficacious, not
only to thuse to whom the sacrament is administered, but to those for whom
the sacrifice is offered, Aud thus the “sacrifice of the Mass,” as it is called,
may be offered up for any, for the dead as well as for men on earth. ‘

That this is a fair representation of the Roman Catholic doctrine regarding the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, will appcar from the following quotation from
the creed of Pope Pius IV—“1 profess, likewise, that in the Mass is offerzd t0
God a true, proper and propitiatory sacrifice for the living and the dead, and thab,
in the Mass there is truly, really, and substantially the body and blood, together,
with the soul'and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that there is made 8.
conversion of the whole substance of the bread into the body, and of the whol®
substance of tlie wine into the blood, which conversion the Catholic Chureh calls
transubstantiation.” Thus the Scriptural character of the Lord’s Supper ba8’
been wholly destroyed, its beauiiful simplicity has becn ruined, and it has beed
perverted from a simple commemorative ordinance, a holy and spiritual feash
into a sacrifice for the living and the dead. )

The view which the Roman Catholic Church entertains of the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper, she endeavours to suppport from Seripture ; and the pascag®
on which she mainly relies for this purpose is that which has been placed &b
the head of this article. This passage we purpuse to examine carefully ;. and
we trust the result will be the intelligent couviction, on the part of every un-
prejudiced reader, that, properly understood, it’ gives no countenance,
wlatever to the Roman doctrince of transubstantiation. ' The absirdity an
utter impossibility of this doctiine have been often demonstrated by a varietf
of arguments. Ou these arguments, however, it is not our purpose af prescnt
o enlarge. Instead of combating this doctrine on logical grounds, we shall 4.
ther do so on strictly exegetical principles. Romunists defend their view of this
subject by an appeal to Scripture. It is in the Word of God they profess t0
find it. Here then we join issue with them ; and if we can show that their vie¥
is superficial, childish and incousistent with the analogy of Scripture, and all th®
principl:s of correct interpretation, there is no ne-d for general reasoning on t'he
subject. If we can show that this opinion obtains no countenance from Scrip”
ture, not only will its absurdity be apparent, but the incompetency of the mini¥
ters of the Church of Rome, as interpreters of the Word of God, will b®
proved. ‘ , , "

In all the accounts of the institution, the expression, “This is my bodys :
occurs; spoken with reference to the loaf of bread, which our Saviour had ‘take?
up, and then held in his hand. On these words the advocates of transubsts?).
tiation fasten, and cling to them, with a tanacity which shows that they rega”
them as the mainstay of their favorite opinion. Here, they say, are our Saviouf 4
own words ; nothing can be plainer. He held up the bread in his hans, and 581
with regard to it,—*This is my bedy.” It is a mystery they say, like the mJ¥
tery of the Trinity, and they cannot explain it, and d» vot pretend 1o explain 1t}
but simply take the words in their obvious literal sense, as our Saviour uttere
them ; and believe the mysterious truth which they express on His authority®
All this looks very plausible, very submissive to the Divine teaching, and V&'’
counfiding in the Divine testimony ; nevertheless we have no hesitation in say}P#
that it is dishonoring to God, and most injurious to the cause of true religl”
God has given us reason as well as revelation, and these can never be oppo®>’
10 each other. When there is an apparent difference between them, it is the P
siness of ministers of religion to look for an explanation that may remo"
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the difficulty, and harmonize the apparent difference. We are told that, as Jesus
is disciples were eating, he took the loaf, and blessed, and brake, and gave
to the disciples, and said. “Take, cat, this is my body.” Here then Jesus ap-
Pears ¢, have taken up the loaf in his hand, and while he he!d it, said,—* This
’ls my body.” The loaf then was obviously a thing totally distinct from his bods.
The Senses recognized these as two distinet things. To have said, therefore, that
® bread was really Christ’s body, while he held it up in his hauds, and the
Senses perceived-that it was a thing altogether different from it, would have been
hoﬁomradict the testimony of the senses. Tt is blasphemous to assert that the
ly Jesus would ever have nsked his disciples to believe such an absurdity.

The absurdity -which the Roman Catholic priests call upon their people
to elieve, at the present time, is, if possible, still greater, They call upon them
Ot ouly to believe that every con-ecrated wafer contains Christ whole and en-
¥e: but that each particle of the wafer contains Jesus Christ entire, all that he

that is, perfect God and perfect man. The obvious conclusion from this is,
&t there are as many Christs whole and cntire as there are con-cerated wafers
§r Particles of wafers existing in the world, at one time whilst yet his boly is in

®aven, This is an impossibility, which, with all reverence, we venture (o ra;
& Omnipotence could not accomplish. It is impossible for God to make that
Fue which is esseniially false, and so it is inpossible for Him to make the same
2o bo.ly, whole and entire, be in innumerable places at the same time. Yet this
Substantially what Roman Catholic do-tors call upon us to believe, when they
3ch the doctrine of transubtautiation.

But God be praised, the Scripture calls upon us to believe no such absurdity.
tvhv_hat then did Christ mean, when he said, * This is my body$” He meant,
18 8ignifies my body, this represents, this is an emblem of my body. And far
'om thig being an arbitrary interpretation adopted to serve a purpose, it is the
%nly ou¢ of which the words are susceptible : and the Bible abounds with si-
mﬂ?«!‘ expressions, which obviously admit of no other interpretation. The Ara-
e language, which our Saviour spoke, heing comparatively barren, scarcely

. Seased a word equivalent to our signifies, or represents ; and even the auxi-
%2y verb to be was uot used as a substitute, This form of expression is very
Mmon in the Hebrew Bible. Thus in Joseph’s interpretation of Pharaoh’s
bx-:am’ he says, “ The seven good kine are seven years” In the original He-
¥, the word corresponding to are does not occur. And it is the same in many
%her gimilar passages. Thus in Ezekiel, v. 1~5, when the prophet was com-
nded to burn, cut, and.scatter to the winds, certain portions of his hair, and
tak a fow hairs and bind them in his skirts, it is adde:, “ Thus saith the Lord
of ) this is Jerusalem.” That is, this represents Jernsalem, this is an emblem
= the fate (ha shall befall the city. Hero again there is no word corresponding to
. R is.simply, ¢ Zot, Jerusalem—this, Jerusalem.” The very same form of ex-.
ton lon occurs in-Daniel vii. 24. * And the ten horns out of this kingdom are
to ’kmgs, that shall arise,” that is, the ten horns signify, or are an emblem of
u:;'mng& &o. In the ancient. Syriac version.of this passage, we have probably
thy 'y words which were spoken by our Saviour at the last supper.  Aud thers
dee Same form of expression is cmployed Hanau Pagree,“thisis my body ;” Hanau
™ee, “ this is my blood.”” The Greek expression, as it occurs in the New Testa-
290t is just a literal translation of these words ; the Greek verb esti correspond-
8 to the English s, being supplied to complete the sense according to the

oo X idiom, ~ This oriental form of expression frequently occurs in the New
‘ﬁnd“ment, 38 was to be expected of Jews writing a foreign language. Thus we
low Pay] saying, (1 Cor. %, 4), * For they drank of that spiritual rock that fol-
Ved them, and that rock was (represented) Christ.” And again, (Galatians
25), “ For this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem
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which now ia, and is in hondage with her children That is, this Hngar repre.
sents the law given fram Mount Sinai in Arabia, &c. We shall only add ong
more instance of this form of expression.  In Revel. i. 20, it is #aid, “ The mys-
tory of the seven atars, which thou sawest in my right band ; and the seven gol.
deon candlesticks.  The seven stars are the nngels of the seven churches; ant
the seven eandledicks which thon sawest are the seven Churchee  Here the
stars represent the angels or ministers of the Churches, whilat the eandlaticks
are emplayed as appropriate emblema of the Churches, It were very easy ta
multiply similar exampics of the sume form of expression, but it is unnecessary;
and we only add tha, ac ording to the Roman Catholic made of interpreta.ion,
Hagar would be changed into Mount Sinai, stars into ministers, and candlesticks
into Churches,

On this subject we do not speak with hesitation, but with perfect certainty,
and feel satidficd that we have demonstrated, on correet exegetical principles,
that our Saviour's words—** This is my body "'—do inean, and can mean nothing
moro than this—* This represents my bolv.”  The Roman Cathelic interpreta.
tion not onlv baniens unnecessrily the christian religion with a weight which
would sink it, in the catlimation of men who venture to exercise their reason
upon this subject ; but it is in direct violation of the universally received princis
ples of correct interpretation.  Nor is tho language of Dr. Adam Clarke tao
strong, when, on spenking of this subject, he terma it “ a measure the grosest in
folly, and most stupid in nonsense, to which God in judgment ever abandond
the fallen spitit of man.  Ie who can believe <uch a congeries of absurdities,”
continues the Dactor * eannot be said o be a volunteer in faith, for it is evident
the man can have neither fsith nor reason as to this subject,”

It is only after what is termed the consecration by the pricst, that the lread
and wine ar- supposeld to be converted ints the real body and blood, soul and
divinity of the Lord Jesus: and for this conseeration authority is supj-osed tobe
found in the expression regarding the bread—* blessed it"—* and as they were
eating, Jesus took biead, and blessed it, aud brake it, &.” In the w.angn
of our Libles, it is stated with rezard to the word “blessed,” “ many Groek
copies have, gave thanks” This is the form of expression employed by
Luke and Paul, in their account of the institution of the suerament of the supper.
This is the rea ling approved by some of the best critics, and received into some
of the best editions f the Greek Testament. It is a matter however of no im-
portance, for buth words amount very much to the same thing. Dut what was
it that our Saviour blessed ? not the bread, as our authorized version would lead
us to believe, Ly supplying the word i2.  There is no such word in the original;
and the old Latin version, comimnonly ealled the Vulgate, whick is the recognized
authority in the Roman Catholis Church, gives a much more correct version of
this passage than ours.  The whole of the 26th verse is thus rendered by it:—
“ Ceenan ihus autem eis, aveepit Jesus panem, et benedixit, ac fregit. ded:tque
discipulis suis, et ait—accipite, et comedite; hoc est corpus meum.”  Thix is ac-
curately enough rendered in the Ricims version, commonly used by English-
speaking Romanists—“ and whilst they were at supper, Jesus tovk bread, imd
blessed and broke: and gave to his disciples and said : tnke ye, and eat; thisis
my body.” This is one of the few instances in which the authorized Roman
Catholic version gives a saler rendering than the authorized Protestant ons,
just becauso it supplics no word, but adueres strictly to the original. Indeed
the authorizel Protestant version of this passage gives more countenance to the
fiement of transubstantiation than the Roman Catholic. But what was it our
Saviour blessed 3 It was God the giver of every geod gift that he blessed, for
the mercies which were set before them. He just, in short, complied with the
pious practice in use among the Jews, as well as ourselves, of acknowledgiog
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God before partaking of a meal. e blessed God for the bread of which the
were about to partake, or in other words, ho thanked hiim for it, as we find it
actually expresaed by Luke and Paul.  In cooformity with this view, Dr, Camp-
bell translates the parallel paaage in Mark—" While they were at supper, Josus
ook bread, and after the blessing, brake it, and gave it to them saying—Take,
eat, this is my body.”

Applyinz the same prineiple of interpretation to the 28th verse, Romanists
contend that the wine used st the Lord's supper is comverted into his blood, as
the bread i into his 1oady, * this is my blood of the New Testament, which is
shed for many, for the remicsion of sins.”  And so we, according to the princi-
ple of interpretation which wa have demonstrated to be the only correct one,
expound the words—* This represents my blood, that by which the new Cove-
nant is ratified, that shed for many, for the remission of sins.” It may be ob-
serveid that the word in the origiunl, corresponding to * which isshed,” is a
present participle, and would have becn better rendered simply * shed "—* This
ismy blood of the New Testament, shed fer many,” &e. The Vulgate here takes a
liberty with the original, which, by no mneans favors the dogma of transubstantia-
tion. Tt renders the preeest participlo by a verh in the future “ effendetur”—* Hio
est enim sanguis meus Novi Testamenti, qui pro multia effundetur I which the
Rhicins version renders—* For this is my blood of the New Testament which
ghall be shed”  This transiation is utterly destruetive of the figment of transub-
stantiation.  After conseeration by a priest, the clements of bread and wine are
suppose to bo changed into the body and bleod of Christ.  Bat if that is dono
by a priest now, surely the same thing was done by our great High Driest, when
he instituted the swerament of the supper.  And if communicants now actually
receive the body and blood of Christ, surely the apostles received them also, from
Christ himself.  But at the time when Christ used these words,—* For this is
my bood of the New Testament, which is shed for many for the remission of
sins"—his bload was still in his veins; it was not then shed ; and therefore it
was mpossible that the wine in the cup could be the blood of Christ. We aro
foreed consequently to adopt the figurative interpretation, that the wine was an
amblem of Chnist blood, * shed for many,” &e.

There are two other points which demand attention in the Roman Catholic
mode of eclebrating the sacrament of the Supper, but which for want of space,
we must content ourselves with merely noticing.  1si. The priest does not break
the bread as Clirist did, to repreeent vividly to the communicants the breaking
of llis budy ; but puts an unbroken wafer on the tongue of the commu-
nicant.  This is an utter departure from the example of Christ, and a neglect of
ene of the most affecting parts of this symbolical ordinanze. Christ’s bloody
death, his hody broken for sinners, is thus not symbolically presented to the view
of ths communicant, and thus the beauty of the sacrament is marred, and its
completeness destroved.  2d. They withhold the cup from the people, though
Christ commanded all to drink of it. We are aware that it is said by Romanists
that all present at the first communion drank of it: for none were there but
the apustles,  But Christ's words were not merely for that oceasion.  They were
intended as a formula and directory for all time. He furnished us with the
words which were to be used by the faithful, till he should come agnin. Be-
sxd.('s, the blood being that, by which the covenant was ratified, and the wine
being the em).len of the blood, it seems to be more important that it should be
received than the bread.  “ With respect to the bread,” says Dr. A, Clarke, * ho
“hal b fore simply snid— Take, cat, this is my body ; but concerning the cup,
“‘ he says— Drink ye ALL of it : for as this pointed out the very essencetof the in-
“slitetion, viz., the blood of atonement, it was nccessary that each should have a
“ particular application of it ; therefore ko says—Drink ye aLvL of it. By this we
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« are taught that the cup is essential to the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, so
“ that they who deny the cup to the people, sin against God's iustitution ; and
“ they who receive not the cup, are not partakers ot the body and blood of Churist,
“ If eihier could, without mortal prejudice, be omitted, it might behe bread 5 but
“ the rup, as pointing out the blood poured out, 4. e, the life, by which alone the
“ great sacr'ficial actis performed, and remission of s ns procured, is absolutely
“ indispensable. On this ground, it is demonstrable, that there is not a priest under
“ hieaven, who denies the cup to the people, that can celebraie tho Lord’s Supper
“at ally nor is there one of their votaries that ever received the holy sacrament,
“ All pretension to this is an absolute farce, so long as the cup, the embliem of the
“ atoning blood, is denied.  How strange is it that the very men who pleaded
“much for the bare literal meaning of this is my body, in the preceding verse,
“ should deny all meaning to drink ye ALl of the cup, in this verse!  And though
“ Churist has, in the mst pos'tive manner, enjoined it, they will not permit one of
¢ the laity to taste it ” This withholding of the cup from the people wus censured
by Pope Leo, A.D. 440, as contrary to primitive usage, and proh bited by Pope
Gelasius, \.D. 492, as a sacrilegious vivlation of our Lord’s posiive command,
drink ye all of it. And thus the present practice of the Church of Rome, in
regard to this marter, is a8 contrary to primitive usage, as it is to the command
of Christ, and the very nature of the ordinauce.

PROTESTANT MISSIONS AMONG THE FRENCIT CANADILANS,

The descendants of the o'd French colonists in Canada now number abont
50,000 souls,  They ave politically united to the British population, but have
little intercourse or sympathy with them. Clinging to their ancestral ideas,
customs, and language, they are slow to catch the impulse of British and Ame-
rican enterprise, and are almost wholly ignorant of English literature.  Among
them the Chureh of Rome is established by law.  Tts power is all but wniver
sally acknowledeed. Its organization is complete. The Archibishop of Quebee
casts his eye over nine dioceses, each ruled by a Bishop. Of these dioceses, the
five most aeusely peopled, viz: Quebec, Three Rivers, St. Hyacinthe, Montreal,
and Ottawa, are alinost entirely constituted of French Canadian parishes.  The
domination of the Church of Rome over so large and compact a portion of the
entire population of this Provinee, is perilous in the extreme to the educational
and political progress of Canada. Aund while it seriously complicates the diffi
culties of government, it moves the concern of all tiue Cinistians, who must
commiserate the spiritual darkness and bondagze of this naturally amiable and
interesting people. The Protestant Churches of Canada we dare to affirin, have
no mor: urgent and imperative duty, than to evangelize the French Canadians,
and so rescue them from false teachers, and ¢ blind leaders of the biind.

The purpose uf the prescnt paper is to state in brief the etforts that are now
made toward this end. .

The most important and extensive ageney is that of the Frencl Canadian
Missionary Sueicty, which has been estiblished for about twenty yews. This
Society was constituted and still contiunes on a general evangelical basis. Its
office-bearcers and commiteee are connected with various denominations. No
question is asked 1egarding the the ccelesiastical priuciples or preferences of its
missionaries, provided they hold the faith in Chiist. The Society enjoys the
support of twenty-three Auxiliary Associations, some of the most liberal of which
are in Great Britain. Its income for the year 1857 was £2,817 16s. 8d. curren-
¢y, of which sum Canads contributel no less than £2,228 2s, 9d. The income,
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however, is quite insufficient for the claims of the work, and year after year the
Committee report & heavy debt which threatens to become chronie,

The operations of this Suciety have been confined chiefly to stations on the
North Shore of the St. Lawrence.  Great prominence is given ta the religious
instruction of young Canudians of Loth sexes. At Pointe-aux-Trembles, eight
miles frum the city of Montreal, two large buildiugs Lave been erected as schools,
and in these several hundreds of Canadian boys and girls, members of Roman
Catholic familics, have learned the eliments of religious as well as secular know-
ledge. At the head of the boys’ school is the Rev. C. Roux, at the head of the
girls, Madame Beijon.

At Montreal there is a small French Protestant congregation, to which the
Rev. P. Wolll, secretary of the Society, and the Rev. J. E. Tanner miuister.
There is also a little flock at Belle Riviere, about twenty eight miles from that
city, under the care of the Rev. F. Doudiet.  Besides the places named, various
other stations are oceupied by teachers and catechists,  Of these laborers, seve-
ral are men of great zeal and devotedness.  The following is the * general sum-
mary” which we find appended to the last Report of the Society.

“The scholars taught at Pointe-aux-""rembles and other stations during the past year
number two hundred.

“The stations occupied by the Society are twelve, besides places where occasional
meetings arc held. During the year about thirty missionary laborers have been employed
in the departments of evangelization, teaching or colportage. Several interesting cases
of conversion to God are reported. Members in church tellowship number over one
hundred. The converts being often obliged through persecution to remove to Canada
West and the United States, it is almost impossible to state the number of persons who
have left the Church of Rome through the instrumentality of this Society, but since its
establishment in 1839 at least vne thousand souls have embraced Protestantism.

“There have been thus fir at least 800 pupils in attendance at the Society’s Institutes
and Schools, almost all of whom have left the Romish faith, and are letting their light
shine before their benighted fellow-countrymen.

“Where so few of the people can read, and the hostility of the priesthood to the Word
of God is so deadly, the circulation of the Scriptures cannot be wide, nevertheless during
the year several hundred copies of the Scriptures have been circulated, and several thou-
sands of religious tracts.”

Only second in huportance to the French Canadian Missivnary Society, and a
litle prior in origin, is the Baptist Missios, conducted by “the Evangelical So-
dety of La Gran.le Ligne  This Society draws its principal sup.port from Baptist
Churches in the United States, a'though it has both in Canada and the States not

. & few liberal contributors ia other denominations. The income for the vear

1857 is renorted to have been £1567 2s. 9d. currency, but the expenaimre was
wnsiderably in excess of that sum.

The field occupied by this Society lies on the south shore of the St. Lawrence,
andis more favorable missinn ground than that which lies on the north bank of the
tiver—the French Canadians being move in contact with Protestants of British or
American descent, and being thus more disposed to religious inquiry. La Grande
Ligne lies to the south of Montreal, not far from the American lines. There the
Society possesses a large Luilding which is nsed hike the schools at Pointe-aux-
Trembles, for the general and especially the religious education of young Cana-
dians.  Boys only are received at Granle Ligne, anl another Institute at Lon-
gueil, opposite the city of Montreal, has been opened for the education of girls,

The ruline spivit of this mission is Madame Feller, a lady of great zeal and
alility. With her ave associated various ministers and teachers,several of whom
e converted French Canadians, and one of them a converted Priest. At St.
Te, there is an organized Baptist Church of French Canadians connected with
the Grande Ligne Society. = One of the missionaries, Rev. L. Normandean,
preaches the Gospel in Quebec, and another, Rev. N. Cyr, labors in Montreal,
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and publishes & small French newspaper, the Semeur Canadien. The following
summary we take from the published Report of this Society for the past year:—

In recapitulating what the Lord has done by our instrumentality for the evangelis.
tion of our French population; we find that about three hundred new families have begy
visited during the year by our colporteurs, evangelists, or miunisters, without mentip.
ing hundreds of others that had been visited previously, and where the Gospel had
taken more or less hold. Nearly five hundred New Testaments have been disscminated
by our agency. Here we would again remind our Christian friends and helpers in this
great cause, that in our country, with present existing prejudices and religious ignor.
ance, in most cases, to place a Bible or a New Testament in a family, is to have made
it more than half Protestant; the whole question of free examination, and of the anthe.
rity of the Church has to be previously discussed, and resolved in favor of Protestan,.
ism. Our French paper has taken a higher position in the periodical literature of the
day and is already a very important instrument, in preparing and showing the way to
the Gospel and to Christ. Our institutions have been blessed with a few conversions,
and with encouraging progress, both mentally and morally, Six families have in this
year openly left the church of Rome and some of their members have been converted to
Christ. Tifteen persons have made a profession of their faith in baptism; their con-
duct proves that they have begun to walk in newness of life towards a glorious immor-
tality.

Not far distant from the Grande Ligne, is the new mission of Sabrevois, under
the care of the Colonial Church and School Society of the Church of England,
Sahrevois is a seigniory on the river Richelien, distant 29 miles from Montreal,
and 8 miles from the town of St. John's. The Rev. Daniel Gavin, the founder
of this mission, has been called by death to rest from his labors. The Commit.
tee report that they find great difficulty in obtaining suitable missivnaries
¢ speaking the French language, and attached to the Church of England” A
church and parsonage have been built at Sabrevois. and a little flock gathered,
A « French Training School” has also been instituted at St. Joha's, and is
found to fulfil the expectations of the Committee. We believe that this mission
is liberally supported,

Various clergymen of the Church of England, resident in rural districts of
Eastern Canada have expressed a desire to obtain the assistance of French mis
sionaries, who might hold service in their churckes, in the French language, for
such “ habitans ” as could be induced to attend. In the present scarcity of mis
sionaries, these clergymen ought surely to familiaiise themselves with the
French language, and endeavour to enlighten their * habitan™ neighbours. All
Protestant ministers scattered over the I'rench districts, whose congregations are
not very large, might be in some measure French Canadian missionaries; but
the remark applies most strongly to the rural clergy of the Church of England
in the dioceses of Montreal and Quebee. They are very widely dispersed, and
in many cases have so small pastoral charges that they might easily devote
portion of time to the French Canadians.

The Wesleyan Methodists are engaged in forming a mission, also on the
south shore of the St. Lawrence, under the Rev. T. Charbonnell and others. It
will be prosecuied, we doubt not, with the liveliness and energy characteristic of
the Methodist community.

Such are the missionary agencies at present in operation among the Frenh
Canadian people. It was evidently the hope of the founders of the * French
Canadian Missionary Society,” that all the Protestant churches might unite in
one comprehensive movement for the emancipation of this people from the
yoke of the Church of Rome. This hope, however, has becn. disappointed. It
is found, as might indeed have been anticipated, that the Churches prefer to act
in their own proper capacity and according to their own proper views of trath
and duty.
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To prevent collision between the various missions, it might be wise to agree,
gt 8 general missionary conference, on a divisiou of the field. Thus the Bap-
tists m d the Episcopalians might occupy the French country on the south shore
of the St. Lawrence. The Presbyterinns might take the ground on the island of
Montreal and northwards, embracing the French counties on the Ottawa, The
Methodists would find a field requiring all their zcal and activity in the city and
district of Queber.  We throw out this suggestion for the consideration of those
who take a decp interest in French Canadian missions, ‘There is ample room
in the country for the present missions, if extended to ten times their present
exent,  But it may be the course of wisdom to agree betimes on such an
arrangement as we have indicated, before further plavs are formed whith may
frustrate all such amicable division of the field at a later period.

PENIEL.—GEx. xxxir.: 24 —30,
No. 1.

LEFT ALONE.

We need not attempt to analyse the sentiments of interest and pleasure with
which we regard what, for want of & better word, we may call classical ground :
the birth-place of ancient story ; the scenes which have been dignified by the
achievewents of heroic virtue, or hallowed by the sufferinus of heroic faith,
These sentiments are universal and irresistible. The plaius of Marathon are
rich in the associations of patriotism. Dead indeed must that soul be that
would not glow with a warmer zeal, and love, and faith among the mountains
of Lebanon, or standing on the hill Calvary. It is this which casts such a deep
and glowing interest round an otherwise insignificant village near the fords of
the brook Jabbok, for there Jacob, on his return fiom Mesopotamia, met with
the Angel-Jebovah ; hence its name, “ Peniel,”—that is, the face of God.

The story connected with this place is this: Twenty years befure, Jacob had
grievously offended his brother Esau. In this case he had been guilty of a de-
liberate sin 3 he had grossly deceived his own father, and had dishouestly over-
teached his own brother. He had then fled from his own country and kindred ;
and he is now returning. It is told him that * Esau cometh with four hundred
men” A meeting with his infuriated brother is inevitable. Was that murder-
ous vow, that his brother had made so long ago, forgotten ; or, had the fire of
vengeance only been smouldering? Jacob cannot tell. He dreads the worst.
Heis  greatly afraid.” Being a man of a singularly tender and anxious spirit,
be does all that prudence can suggest to turn away his brother’s anger. He
sends across the brook Jabbok a princely present for Esan. He divides his
fmily and flocks into two bands, so as, if possible, to save the half. He so ar-
tnges them that the part of his family whom he values least shall be the first
to meet Esau, and thus give the others, in case of extremity, an opportunity to
flee and escape fov theiv lives. Dut he does not even allow the best beloved to
abide with him 5 they, too, are sent over the brook; and Jacob is left alone in
the dark, still, solemn night.

tseems strange that Jacob should thus, at a critical moment, have separated
limself from those he loved. He seems to have dune this under a suddon im-
pulse. 'We may gather from the narrative that the patriarch and his family
bad pitched their tents for the night, and that, after darkness had fallen around
their resting-place, Jacob arose, and carried out what he had previously ar-
tinged,—sending them all across the brook. Surely this was a singular move-
ment, encumbered as he was, thus, in haste and in the night, to send forward
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his family ; and, more singular still, that he went not with them. Whenco this
new and strange purpose, to separate himself from all human endearments, ang
to stand alone on the further s'de of the brook? This, we think, indicates an
inward experience and a s]»iritnul struggele to which we, in our day, are not alto-
gether strangers.  There have been periods in our lives when we have fult qr.
cumstances closing in around us, indicating that a erisis, pregnant with great
issues, was nt hand. After we have done all that prudence can suggest, or 5
wise fores'ght can devise, and we have only to await the event; then the soul
is left passive, standing face to face with impending difficulty.  The moments
seem to move slowly on, every hour is lengthened out amid dreadful antivipa.
tions, Then there steals over the heart a new and nameless dread, as the Quies
tion arises—Am I in the power of a blind destiny that is torciny me onwad to
the dark abyss?  The sonl secks some fo t-hol1 in the heizhts or in the depths,
in the sunshine or in the shade, but seeks it in vain,  There is a consciousnes
of insecurity—a shaking of the earth beneath us—and we feel that we neel
somathing more than flesh and blood to lean upon.  This security is found only
in the Divine Sovercignty.  Dut, ere weean be taken out of the depths and esta-
blished on the Rock, there is an intense struggle—an eager reaching-forih of the
soul after Gonl, the living Godi  In such an hour we must be alone; there must
be an entire separation from all that is human.  We cannot but pray, There
is neither power nor choice left but to put forth our whole strength in crying
unto God,

DIVINE MANIFESTATION.

So “Jacob was left alone”: alone, with a horror of great darkness closing
round him,—with the terrible dread of the mnoriow,—with the consciousness of
his own great necessity., He feels out for the Invisible.  Will Jehovah appear
to him as at Bethel and Padan-Aram ?  “There wrestled a man with lim”
That Being, in whose awful presence Jacob was, is said to be “a man” [l
was the Covenant-Angel—the Eternal Word, the Second Person in the Trinity,
who delighted to put on, by anticipation, the forn of a man. Ile, Jehovah,
who was afterwards to be made flesh and dwell among men, appeared to Abre-
ham at Marmre as a “man.” So lere, alsn, he appeared to Jacob; for, while
we are told that there wrestled “a man” with him, yet when the conflict was
over, Jacob said of Him, “1 have seen God face to face”

This is not the first time that Jacob has been face to face with Gol. At
Bethel, twenty years before, God met him.  But not now as then.  Then God
met him iu tenderness, with a type that showed the communication between
earth and heaven to be clear and unimpeded. There was then a covenant of
forgiveness and blessing vouchsafed to tiic banished wanderer; while there was
a solemn vow, of devoted service to his father’s God, on the part of the forgiven
sinner.  Now God meets with Jacob, not in a vision of light and peace, butin
darkness, and mystery, and struggle.  We should have expected the straggle
first, and the peace giving vision now.  But it is not thus in God's dealings w th
his children.  God meets us tirst in mercy and love.  Afterwards God wrestles
with us, bringing us into a deeper inwaid contlict, and vouchisafing to us higher
spititual blessings,  The reachiug-forth of the soul after a clearer insight into
God’s Being; a deeper realization of Iis Sovercignty; a fuller experience of
the blessedness and serurity of 1lis covenant love,—all these belong to a later
period of Christian experience. It is wrong, therefore, to expect from young
Christians, as a general rule, either the deeper inward conflict, or the higher
sense of strength and stability which follows such a conflict, for these belong_ to
a more advanced stage of the Christian lifs. Young Christians, when reading
the biographies of eminent Saints, are apt to compare their experiences vith

.
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those of advanced Christians, and to wonder why they have neither their strug-
gles nor their triumphs.  Sometimes they bezin to doubt whether they have
teon made partakers of the heavenly gift at all.  Let such learn, that though
the convietion of sin, deep and sharp, must precede the joyousness of forgive-
ness, yot when the Spirit of the Lord gives the discovery of Christ Jesus, as
revenled in 1is word, then the soul is carried by a glorious power into the con-
sciousness of pardon and acceptance, Resting 1n God’s way of salvation, peace,
joy and love are the characterstics of the time of espousals,  Dut, as the Chris-
tian life matures, the battle waxes fiereer—the inward strugales become more
earnest—the fruits ot victory, too, are fuller and more heavenly, as the soul in
these very conflicts learns in its weakness to lean bick on the gracious Sove-
reignty ot a covenant God. The whole inward experience becomes more intense
as the work of grace advances,

TIIE WRESTLING.

#There wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.”" This event
is frequently described as Jacob’s wrestling with tie man.  In the earnestness
of bis pleading. Jacob may truly be said to have wre-tled.  But if yon will look
carefully at the record, you will see that the picture here presented is thas of the
way wrestling with Jacob; while, as regards the ontward act, all that Jacob does
isto maintain bis ground, detaining the yay till he had blessed him.  Jacob
feels the presence of the max—he hears his voice—he comes in contact with
His fortn.  Tue struggle is real and tangible, vet is the action symbolical.  Far
diferent. it is trom what we should have expected. Jacob has been pleading
forstrengihy and lo! a hand is laid upon hum, and he fiuds himslf in conflict
with a Max, who wrestles with him until the breaking of the day., Jacob’s
prayer is answered not in some token of forgiveness or some pledge of security,
but in an awful strugele with Him whose touch shrivels up his flesh, and dis-
juints his bones.  How can Jacob stand in that «wful presence, or maintain his
groind with such an antagonist!  We would have expected Go ! to reveal Ilim-
slf in covennnting love and merey ; but He comes as though is purpose were
to cast Iis servant to the ground. But, while one hand grasped him in this
conflict, there was anothier hand which, unseen, held him ap and enabled him
tostand fast. The purpose of God was to try his faith, and to strengthen him
by the trial; but, while it lasted, it was to Jacob as though the Max would east
lim down utterly.

The conflict must now draw to a clase, for the day is breaking. Jacob has
thus far successfully maintained his gronnd.  “ And when He ~aw that He pre-
railed not against him, Ie touched the hollow of Jacab's thigh, and the hollow
of Jacob's thigh was out of joint as He wrestled with him.” Surely now Jacob
is quite vvercome, and is in case neither to fight nor flee.  There seems nothing
forbim but 1o fall upon the egronnd, hopeless and helpless.  IIow vain to con-
tend with Une whose simple touch has put his thigh out of joint! But, notice
the question with which this act was either accompanied or immediately follow-
el: “ And He said, * Let me go, for the day breaketh)” The MaN seems anx-
ious to depart.  But, in the very form in which Ile puts it, docs e not place
Iinilf in the power of His suppliant 2 “Let me go.”  Here faith has a won-
drous truth to lay hold upon ; and Jacob, grasping him more closely and more
tmvubsively, with unheard-of faith and confidence exclaims, ¢ 1 will not let thee
go except thou bless me”  The Divine antagonist ceases to wrestle. The ob-
Jt of the lengthened conflict was to draw forth faith and prayer. Now, there
i the victorious triumph !

In this whole symholic action we have a picture of God’s dealings with the
earnest soul,  God wrestles with his people. He causes them, amid much that
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is awful, to fecl His power. But Ilis design, through all, is to strengthen and
establish them —to draw out their confidence—to teach them the power of
prayer—to make their faith victorious. Though IIis hand may seem, lovking
only from the outside, to be laid upon them to cast them down, yit loes Gad
hold them up by Iis inward grace. The man who is a stranger to the reality
of such a conflict —a conflict real as Jacob's, though not, hke his, tangible—ui]
never attain to the princely and heroic in Christian character, e may be ten.
der and devout, but he will be lacking in firmness of character and strength of
purpose, lie may be a Jacob, but he will not be an Lsrael,

PRESBYTERIANISM IN CANADA.

To write the history of Presbyterianism in Canada would be, even alrealy, a
task of some labour. Such a history, if furnished, would however not be wantin
in interest or uninstructive in its lessons, We have glanced over most inte-
resting records reaching back to an early year of this century, which shew
that the Synod of the iesbyterian Church met in Albany, N. Y., took au actise
part in sending those devoted' missionaties who first visited occasivnally the
military and hunting scttlements on the Canadian shore of Lake Outariv.  Other
records can no douht be found to tell of the fostering care of the same Churcl,
extended to Montreal, Brockville, &c.; and perhaps others still to keep in
savoury remembrance the names of those devoted pivncers—Iiish, Scottish, and
American—who travelled hundreds of miles by land and water, while laying the
first stones of our Church in these lands, long Lefore the resby tetian Chuich of
Canada assumed its distinctive position. May we not hope that some who jus-
sess records of these worthies and their abundant labors, whether public or pri-
vate, may be induced to enrich the pages of the Presbyter by contributions, and
so to give permanency to reminiscences that, if not recorded, may be Jost t
future generations?

Our object in this paper, however, is not to write a history, but to glance at
the present position of Iresbyterianism, with a view to anticipate its future, and
to notice some things which influence its progress.

The Presbyterian community in Canada consists of five or six branches—
viz.: the Presbyterian Church of Canada, the Church in connection with the
Establishment in Scotland, the Unit.d Presbyterian, the Associate Presby terian,
the Ameriean Presbyterian, and the Associate Reformed Churches.  Iu all they
contain above thr.e hundred ovdained ministers. The differences betw e these
bodies we do not for one moment ignore, while we sincerely wish they were
lessened or done away, yet we speak of these churches as representing Presbyte-
rianism in Canada, and indulge the hope that our children will sce them com-
bined in one Presbyterian interest.

The increise in the ministry and membership for some years has been varivus
in these branches; in some it has bLeen comparatively rapid, while in othus
almost impercepiible.  On the whole there is a great increase, amounting
to very nearly twenty per cent. in two years. But we may here ask
the questions—TIs this culargement proportioned to the increase of the popula-
tion in Canada? If so, we are gaining; if not, we are losing ground : and, Is
this increase derived from a Canadian growth or fiom immigration? If the
former, we are making way in the right direction; if the latter, we are failing
to Canadianise Presbyterianism, and are only nursing an exotic plant.

Our own conviction is, that our gain, though apparently great, is far from
sufficient to warrant the expectation of soon covering all the country with Pres-
byterian Churches; while in some of the more Eastern localities we are scarcely
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holding our ground ; and that neither our moembership nor our ministry are
derived from Canadian youth to a sufficient extent to justify the assertion  that
Presbyterianism has yet a firm hold of the native mind.

Our Canadian population is now and will become more and more a strange mix-
tare of races. Anglo-Saxon and Gael, German and French, Indian and Negro and
American, are all being combined and assimilated, in various proportions, to
prodnce the new nation, with its now charncteristics, its new habits and its new
proclivities. Nor is the diversity of origin greater than the diversity of roli-

jons. Al the denominations in England and America are represented hore,
with all their prejudices, while wild errorists abound in many places, and thou-
eands are sunk in religious indifference. Itis true that Scotch and Irish immigrants
aro favourably disposed to Presbyterianisin, and in many districts so numerous
23 to make the establishment of churches a feasible project, yet we deceive our-
selves if we supposo that the Canadian people as a whole are partial to Presby-
terian principles.

Strong prejudices exist in many quarters against our cause. The imperfect,
and often (we say it with deep regret) the unworthy manner in which it has
been represented, and the absurd and irrational way in which it has beon vin-
dicated from hostile attacks, have doubtless in some instances strengthened, if
rot occasioned thosw prejudices ; ignorance and wilful misrepresentation of oppo-
nents have also told against us. But we are inclined to trace our unfavourable
position mainly to the peculiarity of our doctrines and polity, and the want of
energy exhibited by the Presbyterian Church in her own cause.

Where Presbyterianism is a stranger, its uncompremising intellectual doc-
trines and slow measures do not attract at first sight; and in too many instances
family influences that should lead the rising generation to a just appreciation of
its value, have been neglected. Calvinistic doctrines always provuke opposition
from natural men, and unless prudently and wisely handled, may cause weak
Christinns to stumble, so that churches wherein these doctrines are not taught
may at first make more rapid progress. Then that intellectuality which, to a
proverb, characterises Presbyterianism, too often so predominates over the emo-
tional in religion, that the ignorant but deeply convicted sinner prefers a com-
munity wherein the feelings are more stirred and manifested. And again, the
calm, deliberate and cautious proceedings in discipline, perhaps sometimes too
dow and too lax, offend many of the more ardent spirits who look for unearthly
purity in the Church of God. These things all operate against us for a time,
and it is only after the careful nurture aud religious instruction of a community,
that we can expect to see Presbyterianism taking firm root and spreading abroad
her fair bovghs laden with rich fruit. The mind must expand along with the
leart, the understanding must be enlightered as well as the feelings enlisted in
religion, before that plant of slow growth can flourish.

Then our polity, which is centm%isation combined with local individual action,
among & new and heterogencous people, operates for a a time unfavourably.
Olstic'es arise to the exercise of centralised power, not only from the indepen-
dent <pirit produced Ly the circum-tances of the country, but from the want of
confidenre felt towards strangers, and the vast extent over which ccclesiastical
operations must spread, sv that we are in danger of drifting into Congregation-
alism, or, what is just as prejudicial to the interests of the church, a * Presbyte-
vial Independency.” Tt is from this cause that in some respects our liberal
poliey compares unfavourably with the despotic power of a D.vcesan Bishop, in
whom every thing is centralised ; or the not less irresponsible and arbitrary
Conference, which reaches all under its authority and controls all their move-
menis,
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But besides contralization, our polity requires local and individual effort; and
here lies another difficulty.  Many of our members, perhaps even of our office-
bearers, are ill informed in Church matters; and really, in the prosent state of
the Province, they seem not able, or not willing, to devute sufficient time to the
subject to make tf;cmsolves well informed. Now, the more ignorant men are,
the less are thoy competent to rule themselves, and the more need of a power.
ful centralized influence to control them. Yet this remedy cannot ensily bo
applied.

d We have also hinted at the want of energy in the spread of Presbyterianism
as being a serious drawback to our cause.*  No one well acquainted with the
state of Canada can doubt, that if we were as unwearied, as bold, as determined
in our efforts to proselytise, and as exclusive in our religious views and actions,
as other denominations, we might accomplish much more than we do. I it
not a notorious fact that in many instauces churches for these denominations
are built to a great extent with the money of Presbyterians, who are then left to
build their own churches alimost unsided? Do not the names of Presbyterians
appear to a very large extent on snbsciiption papers taken up at missionmy
meetings, while vur collections are very much coufined to the members of vur
own Church? Is it not a fact that Presbytetiaus are found aiding the religious
objects of other denominatidus, to a greater extont than is rediprocated I Now
wo do not exactly find fault with these things, but we would wish tu see Presby-
terians putting a higher value on their vwn communion, and, while Liberai .
their views, not allowing their liberality to others to injure themselves.

But if these things exist to the prjudice of Prcs{») tetianizm, is there no
remedv? Yes, we think there is.  Indiced, the very drawbacks which we lava
mentioned hold out encouragement, and the cunsideration of these naturally
suggests their cure.

rejudices against oor Church and doctrines will give way Lefore the holy
and consistent walk of ovr people,—woith will command esteem,—and in this
respect we are steadily paiuing in all parts of our land.  As cducation and
enlightenment advance, Calvinistic ductinues will Le more readily received,  As
our ministers oltain n ore time for s'udy. they will be able better to maintain,
and with mote of individual pastoral intercvuise to commend, these douctrines,

As the country advances, our people will feel more interested 1o churdh miatters ;
and as our elders gt command of mote time and more means, they will become
more assistant to their pastors.  Our Presbyterianism will advance; Ler diffi-
culties are greatest at first; she needs wide-spread ruots to bear ber wajestic
stem, but the roofs are spicading, and, we doubt not, if we are faithful to our
God, e will give us mcrease.

A great woik is now being done by Canadian Churches. We are laying the
foundation for others to build. How nccessary that these foundations Lo wide,
—s0 wide that not only Scotch and Ir'sh stones can find a sure rest, but every
stone from whence 8o cver it may have comne ! Iow necessary to know no
man after the flesh, to forego ev: ry national prejudice, every seitional fecling,
and to admit nothing in‘o our Church constitution and practice, but what
entirely in accordance with Sciipture and the genius of an cularged and en-
lightened Pr. s'»ytenianiqn ! Our Church must vpen her dours and bid all Cana-
dians enter,—nay, to fultil her high and holy trust, must go into the highwags
and lanes of our opening Lackwouds, and the streets of our great towns and nis-
ing cities, and bid all come into the Iresbyterian temple,

® Phe want of earnest, sytematic effort to train the young in our peculiar views is
here principally to be deplored, but this is still more powerfully felt when we compars
the zeal and energy of other denominations with the voo common apathy of our owo.
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Wo may in another numbor rofer to our Collego, as ono great sourco of
hope for our Church ; and consider in yot another whether somo atep cannot bo
taken towards a greater centralization of effort with a view to more general and
oxtended action throughout the province, and a more efficiont working of all
parts of tho body ecclesisstical. Moeanwhilo wo concludo by stating our con-
viction, that o one practical issue will do more for our causo than a hearty
union and co-operation among all Presbyterians. Of course, we place far above
sll human means the blessing of our great Iead ; and I~¢ us not rest, but ever
plead with God that Ile may keep, prosper, guide, and extend our Zion,

MODERN RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES.

A SUORT EXPLANATION AND DEFENOE.

A copy of the * Montreal Commorcial Advertiser’ has beon sent to us, con-
taining the reply of an anonymous writer to tha article in our last number, on
the Religious Societies of the present day. If we notico this production at all,
it is not because we recedo from a single statement or expression in our article,
but because we are anxious not to Ls misrepresented or misunderstood on a
subject of considerable importance. 'We should bLe sorry to think it true, that
the article in question had “deeply grieved many of our most enlightened
Christian men ;" but greatly doubt the authority and the competency of this
# Observer” to speak for any number of most enlightened men.

Wae pointed out, that the Presbyterian Church Constitution has this evident
mark of superiority to all others, that it alone provides in itself the neodful
agency for superintending and conducting Missions at home -~.ad abroad ; and
that Churches otherwise counstructed, whethor Prelatic or Independent, are
obliged to have recourse to Societies of modern device, membership in which is
commonly made to depend on the payment of a certain sum of money as a
subscription. The reply offered is, that “Independents and Baptists think their
ceclesiastical machincry quite as complete and as scriptural” as ours;—aud
that the Missions of tacse denominations are quite as eficient and successful as
the Presbyterian, on distant mission fields—in * Burmah, Africa, China, India,
and the South Sea Islands.” The defect of the reply is, that it does not touch
the point in hand. That our friends, the Independents and Baptists, think
their Church government very good is a matter of course, but is of no conse-
cil‘lence in an argument. That their Foreign Missions have been crowned with
the Divine blessing, we not only admit, but recognise with great joy. We have
not opened the question (a very large and difficult question) of the compara-
tive officiency of distant missions. So far, however, from disparaging the
success of missions managed by Societies, Catholic or denominational, we
heartily rejoice in all their progress, and pray that it may increase a thousand
fold. This, however, does not and must not prevent us from stating our judg-
ment, and if need be, maintaining and defending it, that the ocolesiastical
machinery must be fanlty and defective in those Churches, that cannot in their
corporate Church capacity superintend and guide the missionary work, the
very work for which the Church of Christ continues to exist on earth,

It is pretended, that we have attacked the Catholic Sooieties of Montreal, or
excited suspicion against them. We made no menticn of Montreal, and treated
the subject as & general one, taking a somewhat widér view than appears to
have ocenrred to our critic. Indeed his own vehement and italivised assertions
of the non-sectarianism of all the Catkolic Societies of Montrea! is far more
likely to suggost suspicion than anything written. by us.. Weimust take leave
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further to state, that we made no reforence to “ Young Mon’s Christian  Asso-
cintions ;" but as the<o organisations are prominently mentioned by * Olserver,”
wo will now frankly state, that our confidenco in them is greatly shaken
as wo watch the development of their tendencies in various quarters, nnd
espeoinlly as wo see tho forwardness with which they nesume to manage City
Missions, and to lead public meetings at a time of religious revival—depart-
ments of Christinn duty that poculiarly call for prudence and experience.

The answer of “Observer” to our statements in regard to the London
Missionary Society, and the American Bonrd of Foreign Missions, as essentinlly
Congregationalist Institutions under a Catholic name—amounts merely to a
confession of the truth of what wo have said. * Other Churclies have with-
drawn and formed Socicties of their own.” Why have they dono sot  Simply
becansa their eyes have been opened to the truth which we are blamed for pub-
lishing, that Societics so constituted always work in the interest of Indepen.
dency.

Wo remarked, that the Agents of the * Catholic Societies” in home mission-
ary work will generally be found to be connected with the smaller and more
isolated sects. The fact is too notorious to be denied, * Observer” therefare
disingenuously insinuates, that wo mean by those sects—*the Prelatic and
Independont Churches! We stated that evangelical Episcopalians are oft
zezlous supporters of such Societics, and we wish that a greater number of
those would take an active partin their management; but we never allesed
that the employés of the Societies in question are Episcopalians, or called
the Church of England ¢a small and isolated scet.’ “Observer” knows our mean-
ing, we imagino, well enough. We ourselves have heard of a city in which all
the three missionaries, sustained by * Catholic’ funds, are not in connection with
any recogunized Church, or in attendance on any ordained Ministry.

Reflection confirms our persuasion, that it is high time to warn our Presby-
terian Ministers and people against the ¢ Catholic’ outery, which looscns their
just attachment to their Church, makes them ashamed of asserting the very
things in which they should glory, and, whiie professing to unite, really tends
to enfeeble, degrade and disorganise, the entire Protestantism of our Jand, In
writing this, we are in complete amity with the representatives of our Sister
Churches, acting under their own colors. W are willing to co-operate with
them, and do so heartily. But we shall not look to *Societies” as the great
hope of Christendom ; and we feel it a duty to watch, that our influence and
means are not turned, through the medium of any Societies, to the support and
aggrandisement of Sectaries, whom we are bound, as a Church, to expose and
withstand.

TURKEY AS A MISSION FIELD.
BY THB REV. DR. SCHAUFFLER OF CONSTANTINOPLE.

According to the best and most recent statistics existing, European Turkey is
inhabited by the following tribes and religious sects, viz. Osmanlies, 1,055,000
Slavonic tribes, 7,700,000; Roomans or Wallachians, 4,300,000 ; Arnaoots or
Albanians, 1,600,000 ; Greeks, 1,050,000 ; Armenians, 150,000 ; Jews, 125,0005
Tartars, 25,000 ; Gypsies, 80,000. The Slavonic races, now a particular object
of interest to the Christian, aml no less to the statesman, are subdivided as fol-
lows, viz, Bulgarians, 4,500,000 ; Servians, 1,500,000 ; Bousnians and Ilerze-
govinian Croats, 1,450,000; other Slavonic tribes, say 250,010 = 7,700,000.
According to their religious professions, the European subjeets of the Sultan are
divided as follows, viz., Osmanlee Mohammedans, 1,055,000 ; Tartars and ancient
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converts to Ialamism, soonafter its introduction into the country, from the Arnaoots,
the Servians, and others, 2,7456,000==3,800,000 professed Mussulmans, and
perhaps more ; Greeks, about 1,050,000 ; and other nationalities claimed by the
Greek Church, and often comprehended under the general term of Grecks,
10,030,000==11,080,000 ; Catholics, 650,000 Jews, 125,000,

Looking specially at the above religious statistics, it would scem that the
fature of European Turkey belongs to the Greek Chureh, and consequently to
the Russian Empire.  When this majority once obtains the political ascendaney,
or at least tho control of the adininistration in the country, Mohammedans, un-
willing to turn into the Greek Chureh, might perhaps be suffered to vegetato
like the Nogai Tartars in the Crimea, or they might flee across the water into
Asia; on their native soil they would have ne future, and they would be de-
barred as effectually from Gospel influences as the Tartars in the Crimea are
now. The Protestants, hated by the Grecks and feared, and the Jews, despised
and excerated, would svon find themselves recklessly oppressed. The geo-
graphical advantagoe of the Greek hierarchy, especially to be noticed, would then
consist in common boundary lines of Turkey with Greece for nincty iles, and
with Russia (in Europe) for mearly four hundred miles; thus they would be
supported in their operations on the right and on the left wing.

But neither are the Catholics without some serious advantage in Turkey, and
they will not be slow in turning that dexterously to account in promoting tha
interests of the Pope. Although they aro numerically weak, their clergy and
their laity aro superior in intelligence to the Grecks, priests and people.  Turkey
las a common boundary with Austria for 1,260 miles; France has access by
water ; most of the Embassies and Legations at the Capitol, most of the Con-
sulates in the country, are in the hands of Catholics ; nearly all the Dragomans
of the Embassies (even of the Protestant Embassies) are Catholics, and the in-
fluenco of these men, even to the second and third-rate Dragomans, is great.
Tho Catholics have monasteries and nunneries training labourers for tho field.
They have schools ior boys and girls, colleges, Lospitals, and pecuniary means for
all their measures, and the name of the Jesuits is Legion. And while the hands
of the Greek hierarchy aro being strengthened by Russia, the Jesuits have
Austrin, and particularly Zrance, for their protectors and supporters in every
time of need.

The Mussulmans would, in these circumstances, not only formn a minority, but
they would find themselves pressed on both sides by Catholics and Greeks, and
feeling that their Koran is falsc, and Islamism without foundation and without
power, and that, on the other hand, the Greek and Roman Catholic Churches
are full of idolatry in doctrine and practice, what could they do but throw
themselves into the whirlpool of infidelity ¢ The multitudes of young Mussul-
mans now going to France to learn the language and ways of that country, and
who, while they nssociate only with the worldly and the dissipated, and those
here whose thirst for knowledge induces them to learn the French language and
toread French books (and always first of all Voltaire), these two classes will
lead the van of young Osmanlees in plunging into the bottomless pit.

Now, in these circumstances, there scems, af first sight, no escape for Turkey,
and indeed their will be none, unless the means be used. And what would be
equally sad, there would be no escape, in the end, for our poor small denomination
of native Protestants, and of the Churches planted here and there, as lights in
dark places. They would all be swept away. DBut notwithstanding all the
clouds darkening the horizon, there is hope ; there is a prospect bright and
glorious of triumphs of the truth such as were never yet celebrated in these lands,
There is a hope for Turkey, and in this hope, the hupe of our Missions and of
native Protestants is bound up ; they will stand together or fuli together. They
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10ill stand if tho means requisito aro provided and ueed, if the doors which God
has opened are entered before it ahall be too late.

For—

1. After all the extraordinary fluctuntions by which the Eastorn mind has
been agitated since the commencement of the lato war, it nm‘wcnm that o great
advance towards tho universal emancipation of the mind and the conscienco has
been made.  Although the Hatti-Sheriff has hardly begun to be acted upon,
although for sonie time afler it promulgation it scomed destined rather to rouss
the slumbering fanaticism of bigotted Moslems, strengthened by tha favourabls
issuo of the war, against the doubly defenceless subijoct ranes, and eapecially against
the handful of Protestant subjects, of whom the lats dissemination of tho New
Testament among the Mohammedans had made their orthadox zealots keonly
apprehensivo; still it is plain, at present, that the document is pouring new
light upon the minds of millions. Translated into all the languages of the
Enpire, and read to the various nations publicly, it has created a ferment nover
yot witnessed in Turkey. Its enlightening power is great, and begins to inspire
millions with the hope o/ a better day.

Now, wherever the people begin to awnke to intellectual pmgress and religious
frecdom, Protestantiam findg a congenial soil, and Popery, and every other cor-
rupt form of Christianity, together with Islamism and Judaism, and priestly
tyranny in overy shupe, find it jnpossible to gnin ground, or even to keep the
ground they are occupying, Nor is the Hatti-Sheriff by any means an empty
Ietter. Many of tho Greeks on tho Island of Crete, who had for a long timo
outwardly professed Islamism, while inwardly they were Grecks, have returned
lately to their Church, and have not been molested. Quito recently, wo aro in-
formed, two Mohammedans (probably after reading the New Testament, and
without understanding its teachings sufficiently) desired baptism from tho
Avmenian Patriarch.  He, afraid of bad consequences, asked privately the per-
mission of the Porte, and obtained leave to baptise the applicants. At a late
session of the Divan at the Sublime Porte, the question arose, whether the para-

raph on religious liberty, in the Ilatti-Sheriff, reaily implied that a Mohamme-
gan could change his religion with impunity ; and the majority of the Pachas
answered the question in the affirmative. Just at this time, the case of a boy
was brought to the Sheikh ul Islam (the religious head of the Mohammedsn
sect) for decision.  The boy's father (decensed) had been a Mohammedan, the
mother, still surviving, a Greek. The Mohummedan relatives claimed the boy
according to Molammedan law; the mother contested the case, The Sheik ul
Islam decided that, under the present new law, the child should remain with the
surviving mother, and when he was of age he should choose his own religion.

Thus the Turkish mind in gencral is gradually being familiarised . with the
iden, that religion is a matter of every man's own choice, and that a Mussulman,
who has ceased to believe in the Prophet of Mecea, may profess Christianity
without being molested. But, as soon as this principle has gained ground—
though it be but tacitly acknowledged by a mere non-interference with the
consciences of inquiring Mohammedans—we expect a great turning unto the
Lord ; for Popery, and all the different Eastern churches, can only fill with
horror the minds of serious Mohammedans, on account of the rank idolatry
which defiles their creed, their churches, and their service. This difficulty
Catholicsand others feel and acknowled:ze themselves, and they look with jenlousy
and fear upon the probable success of Protestant Christianity amony the Moham-
medans,

2. The vast number of so-called Greeks in the Turkish Empire is a mere
dlusion. Their true number has been given above. The other so-called Greeks
are in reality Bulgarians, Bosnians, Albanians, &c., &c. Great efforts are con-
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stantly being made by the Greek party to repreent all theso nations as Greoks,
in onder to make the impression «n the rest of tua world, that they, the Grecks,
src the Mujority in Eurapean Turkev, and that, therefore, the land belongs to
them, and that the Greek Empire onght to ba restored, &e., &, Yet, thinisall
8 mere pretence, . All these nations now elaimed by the Greek party aro entirely
different triber, and were rubjected, ecclesiastieally, to the Greek Patriarch and
Synod by tha Zurke.  Religion and natiouality, being synonvmonus termain this
country, tha dependenes of these nutiona upon the Greek minerity beenme, to a
great extent, also a civil and social subordination.  But they have no sympathy
with tho Greeks, aro galled by their subjection to them, and desire 1o becoma,
s they were, independent of them ; and the foremont in this strggla, becanso
the most oppressa !, though, alto, tha most numeraus, arothe Bulvarians. They
long for eaclesiastical indepondence, for Divina service in their owa language, for
the use of their mother tongua in school —all which is obstinately denied them
by the Greek hiearchy.  They ara to become Greeka this is the object. But
they hate and despiso the Grreck ishaps seyv over them, because they are gene-
rally the offscouring of their fi-llows, often drunkards, and incestuous, always
rapacions, and over-bearing. The struggla is snore and more approaching its
erisis,  The Bosnians, al«o, are at present on batl terms with their chostly lords.
Itis now the prevailing impression among enlightencd and intelligent Grecks,
that notwithstanding all their efforts lo prevent it, the Bulgarians will soon
separate themselves from the Grecks, and estadlish their orwon Church Government,
And experienco has proved to demonstration, that the Gospel, with its Atten-
dant blessings will be hailed far and wide by the Bulgarians, and, probably, by
all theso nations, just as fast as it can bo offered to them. In fact, thousands,
and ten of thousands, of copies of the Scriptures and of relig'ous books havo
been disseminated in Turkey, and not only among the Armenians, but, morc or
less, among Twks, Bulgarians, Greeks, Wallachians, Albaninns and Jews.
Editions, printed and bund, are roon exhausted ; new editions are being printed
in Turkey and in England ; new revisions, and even translations, are .ctually
guing on, and tho only difficulty is, how the few and feeble missionaries aro to
meet the constantly growing wants of Turkey, and how tho necessary funds are
to be obtained, In these circumstances, let any one say, whether Protestantism
has prospects of success in Turkey, or not ! Let the Jesnits themselves judge!

3. The socinl state of T .key, with its constant prozress towards civilisation,
forced upon the govarnment and the country, powerfully tends to seatter the
darkness of superatition, bigutry, and intolerance, and to rouse all the slumbering
energics of thosa races, of who<e availabality for great and good purposes—ot
whose recoverability to Christ and eternal salvation none can doubt. The steam
navigation, annually growing and facilitating intercourse within the country and
with other lands, is generally in foreign hands, or under foreign control and
influence. The proposal of a bank with foreign capital, although just now a
matter of doubt, must be carried out if Turkey is tostand; and I am persunded
it will be realised. The same is true with regard to the ratlrond from Enos to
Rushtshuk vid Adrianople, eventually with branches to Constantinople and
Philippopolis and other places. Such lines of railroads, when once established,
will seatter light and carry thrift and freedom everywhere; raise the common
man, and prack irresponsible power from the hands of tyrsnnical and rapacious
loral authurities in the interior. The people that long sat in darkness will see a
great lioht, for missionaries and Bibles will go there on the wings of steam.

4. The geographical position of European Turkey, and the eharacter and habits
of ita vari.wus nationalities, show that it will have a powerful ascendancy over Asia
Minor, at least for a long time to come. This s its undeniable destiny, formerly
unnoticed, but lately developed with a degree of self-svidence which says, Come
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and see! The practical bearing of these facts, mnst important to us, is this—
If the American missions in Turkey remain confined to Asia Minor and Con.
stantinople, and there more particulatly concentrated upon the Armenian work,
Turkey in Europe will be swept away by the two chief forms of idolatry. They
will oceupy that part of Turkey which, us the higher position, commands the
rest, and secure those nations who must and will probably take the lead for ages
to come, while the native I’rotestants will not onl§ form a small minerity, but
also occupy the lower ground which the enemy can sweep with perfect convenience,
And Turkey in Europe is ¢ the fairest and noblest portion of the empire, rich in
all the materials of wealth, blest in its climate, its rivers, its sea-shores, having
thousands of miles of acecssible coast, upor: the Danube, the Black Sea, the
Bosphorus, Marmora, Dardanells, and Mediterranean. Tt is inhabited by more
than sixteen millions of the most industrious people of the empire, and must
ultimately decide the destiny of the whole.”

Although it is contiguous by land to Russin, Austria, and Greece for some
1800 miles, its sea coast of aheut the same extent connecls it with the maritime
Powers, and especially with England.  The projected raiiroads from Enos across
the country to the Danube, and eventually to points east and west, will extend
and strengthen the relation ,of this country to England, develope its innermost
resources, and afford uncounted opportunities, growing with time, of extending
the knowledge of the Gospel to tribes and to portions of the country hitherto
unthought of in connexion with Christian missions. As to the races, the entire
population of Turkey in Europe is more active than the Asiatics. The Moham-
medan, even, of Europe, considers his brother in Asia as considerably beneatk
him in intelligence and thrift. Nor can it be otherwise, sceing European Turkey
has for centuries been surrounded by European influence, while Asia Minor has
been groaning under the ponderous incubus ofthe ancient continent, and touched
only at a few poiats by the ferment of European knowledge and industry. The
colonization of foreigners has commenced, and their first choice of loc.ition has
fallen upon European Turkey. Constantinople is the centre both of European
and Asiatic Turkey, influences both, and is influenced and fed by both. The
jnjury it will receive from European Turkey, if that be left to baptized idolatry,
will be felt to the farthest east of Anatolia. Indeed, if Popish and Greek rule
should ever prevail in European Turkey, an Evangelical mission in Constantinople
would probably soon be found impracticable. The effict of the neighbourhood
of Russia upon Erzeroom may serve as an illustration, though I am not aware
that the Russian authorities had anything to do with crippling, and the conse-
quent abandonment of that station. There can hardly de a doubt of the fate of
Constantinople, as a missionary station, in the event above supposed. ’

Bat, 5. Let no one underrate the importance of Asia Minor. The providential
establishment of American missions there ; the blessing of God upon that great
and good work ; our mission on the western borders of Persia ; the various mis-
sions farther east till China; the growing influence of England thronghout those
realms ; the prevalence of an excellent Evangelical spirit in England ; reaching
forth the hand of Christian co-operation to America, across the ocean :—all pro-
claim loudly the importance of Asia Minor, and the intention of Divine Providence
that we should go on and “abound more and more” in preparing the way for
the kings and kingdoms of the East. The Lord sent us there years ago, when
neither we ner anybody else knew or felt the present importance and promise of
the field. The Lord’s hand has been in it from the beginning, and we cannot
retire from our post. But while we press towards the £ust, we must not leave
our rear unprotected by abandoning Turkey in Europe to the enemy, We must
occupy both, or we shall lose both.  We must occupy both, and we can do i
“There is wealth, and, we trust, there is piety enough, among our friends to furnish
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the means.  And when the means aro provided, there are pious men and women
enongh in America to come out, and to occupy the chief points in this vast field ;
and we l]mve many native brethren, and their number is growing, to join us in
this work.

Asia Minor is a land of ancient kingdoms, ancient civilization, knowledge,
wealth, and glory. There, too, the Gospel was preached, churches planted, souls
saved, long before any Irotestant country had seen one Gospel ray. Asia Minor
has & “past,” and it has certainly also a “future.” Its natural scenery is pleasing
and grand by turns; its soil paturally rich, and prolific in every variety of
productions. -~ Rivers now neglected, like thosein Turkey in Europe, connect the
interior with the Black Sea, the Marmora, the Archipelago, and the Mediter-
ranean, Notwithstanding all the disadvantages of the past, God has blest the
preaching of the truth there, and more labourers are needed everywhere. Pro-
videntially, and almost without the aid of missionaries, the Gospel has found its
way into the castern mountains. Kurdistan waits for the law of God. Score.
of villages are ready to receive the Gospel; many beg for the privilege of pro-
fesing Christ, and of being taught the way of salvation, desiring nothing but
the friendly encouragement of those whose influcnces may screen them from
brutal violence. A great chiefformerly a Moslem, is actually himseclf preaching
the Gospel to his own subjects. A half-independent heathen tribe, on the borders
of the Black Sea, are desirous to see teachers come to them, to show them the
right way. It will not do to publish details. But it may be said with confidence,
that, if the Lord'’s people in America could see with their own eyes the oppor-
tunities now existing of evangelising Turkey, the importance of doing so, the
danger of delay, and the fatality of it to our work already accomplished, the
feasibility of the enterprise, and hence our dufy, and theirs to do it—they
would, like those multitudes of ancient France, though in a better cause than
those, exclaim, * God wills it! God wills it !”

LIFE A NIGHT.

Tue mellow lights that flushed the sky
At sunset are withdrawn,

This night will many a sleepless eye
Keep weary watch till dawn.

‘What though ten thousand worlds may there
In radiant circles run,

Night's brightest star may not compare
With Day’s departed sun.

And time is but a night, soon gone,
A vigil kept by faith ;

Our life 2 tent we pitch till dawn,
Within the shade of death.

Earth darkens heaven to earthly eyes;
Its glories seem so far,

That Fsith must wait till morning rise,
To sce them as they are.

Our way with mystery is beset,
And God's so dark appears,

That oft we struggle in a net
Of unbelieving fears.

Yet, Lord, we see Thee in the cloud
Whose folds we lift in vain,

And Thou wilt yet remove the shroud,
And make Thy dealings plain.

‘With trustful hearts we may look up,
And, through the hours of night,

Cast forth the anchor of our hope
And wish for morning light. Rev. J. D. Burns.
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« WORDS OF THE WISE.

SPIRITUAL DECAY AND RECOVERY.

By Dr. Joux OWEN.

Spiritual decays are absolutely inconsistent with all comfortable assurance of
the love of God. ~As professors grow cold and decay in their spiritual aftections,
stupidity of conscience and seeurity of mind grow upon them. To suppose that
peace with God and a good hope of cternal hfe, should be consistent with ag
habitual decay in gracious affections, is contrary to the whole tenor of Scripture,
and the supposition would be the bane of religion. It is impossible that many
professors, whom we sce and converse with, should have any solid peace with
God. Do men gather figs from thorns? It is a fruit that will not grow on a
vain, earthly, selfish frame of mind and conversation. Nothing can be so ruinous
to our profession, if not to our souls, as once to suppose it is an casy matter, 3
thing of course, to maintain our peace with God. God forbid, but that our
utmost diligence, and continued endeavours to thrive in every grace, should 5
requisite thercunto,  The whole beauty and glory of our religion depends hereon,
Add to this, the decay now deséribed is @ dungerous symptom of an evil state,
and that those in whom it is, will at last be found to be but hypocrites,
I do not say, that every one in whom there is a prevalent decay in
spiritual affections, is an hypocrite: far be it; but I must say, that whew
it continues without remedy, it is such a symptom of hypoerisy, as tha
he who is wise, and hath a concern for his soul, will not rest till he hath
scarched it to the bottom ; and whoever finds himself in this wretched frame, if
he rests in it without groaning, and labouring for deliverance, can have no well-
grounded hopes in himself of immortality ; rather he is in those paths which go
down to the chambers of death,

It is a most false notion which some have cntertained, “ that they can easily
retrieve, and deliver themselves from this state, when there is an absoluate necessity
for it.”  Every decay is dangerous, especially such as the mind is ready to plead
for, and to countenance itself in ; and be assured recovery from backsliding is the
hardest task in Christtanity, and of which very few make comfortable or honour-
able work. You will readily attend then to the following advice, suitable to
those who find themselves under such decays, who are sensible of, and would be
delivered from them:

1. Remember former things ; call to mind how it was with you in the spring
and vigour of your affections, and compare your present state, enjoyment, quie,
and peace, with what they were then, ~This will be a great stimulative of retura
to God; and He himself makes it on his part a ground and reason of his return
to us in mercy and love; Jer ii. 2. Though his people are under manifold
decays, e will remember their first love, with its operations and fruits in trials
and temptations, and thus his compassions are moved towards them. And the
way to engage God thus to remember it, is for us to desire, with longing of
soul, that it were with us, as in those former days, when we had the love of
espousals for God in Christ. This is the way whereby ancient saints refreshed
and encouraged themselves under the greatest despondencies; so did David for
instance, Ps.xlii. 6 : “O my God, my soul is cast down within me, therefore will
I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the hil
Mizar.” He found support and refreshment in calling to remembrance the days
of old, and his songs of praise in the night, when in spiritual converse and cou-
munion with Gol.  Let the backslider remember whence he is fallen ; remember
when in your lying down and rising up, you had many thoughts of God and of
the things of God, and how sweet and precious they were to you; remember
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when you had zeal for his glory, and delight in his worship, when you poured
forth your souls with freedom and enlarged affections before him, and rejoiced
in the tokens of his love ; remember what peace, what serenity, what joy you
bad, whilst it was thus with you. On the other hand, consider what you have
gotten, sinee you have declined from the ways of God, in any measure or degree:
dare to deal plainly with vourselves: is not all your intercourse with heaven,
dither form, custom, and selfishness; or attended with anxieties and fears 2

Ifyou are no way aftected with the remembrance of former things, then cither
you were never spiritually renewed, and so never had any real communion with
{od in religious duties ; or you are hardened through the deccitfulness of sin,
sud there is now no way to make an impression of spiritual things wpon your
minds, You have truly nothing left in religion, but the fear of hell aud trouble
of duties.

2. We should consider also, that though there are many threatenings in
Seripture against backsliding and backsliders, yet there are peculiar calls and
promisos alsn to those that are in such a state ; and know assuredly, that upon
vour compliance or non-compliance with them, depends your everlusting bless-
edness or woe.  Attend to that divine call and promise in Jer. 31, 12—14. Add
to it also the blessed promise, Hos. xiv. 4 : “I will heal their backslidings, T will
love them freely ; for mine anger is turned away from them.” If you design to
live and not die, it must be by yielding obedience unto this call, and pleading
this promise before God, mixing it with faith, Here lies your great encourage-
ment, and direction, herein is your only relief. As you value your sonls, defer
not the duty to which you are called, one moment ; you know not how soon you
may be out of the reach of calls and of promices; and he that can hear them
without stirring up himself sincerely and ardently to comply with them, hath
already made & great progress towards that length.

3. As for such persons, who on these considerations do not unly desire, but
will endeavour also to retrieve themselves from this ¢ondition, I shall at present
give no advice but this, Be 1N EArNEsT. As the prophet speaksin another case,
if you will return, return and come, make thorough work of it : at one time or
other you mast do so, or you will perish. Why not now? Why is not this the
best season 2 Who knows but it may be the only time you will have for it?
Trifing endeavours. occasional resolutions and attempts, (like the early cloud and
morning dew,) will ruin your souls. Unless there be universal diligence and
permanency in your endeavours, you are undone. DBut ye shall assuredly know
the Lord, if you follow on to know Iim. Though the progress of our af-
fections, in conformity to spiritual and heavenly things, may be slow, impercep-
tible, yea, totally obstructed for a season; and not only so, but through our
negligence, sloth, and sin, may fall uuder decays, and the soul thereby be guilty
of backsliding from God ; yet if they are spiritually renewed, in the diligent use
of means, they will grow up into an holy assimilation to those things on which
they are set, and beeome more spiritual and heavenly every day.

AN EASY AND A DIFFICULT TASK.

’Tis, by comparison, an easy task

Earth to despise ; but to converse with Heaven,

This is not easy. To relinquish all

‘We have, or hope, of happiness and joy,

And stand in freedom loosen’d from the world,

I deem not arduous; but must needs confess,

That 'tis a thing impossible to frame

Conceptions equal to the soul's desires;

And the most difficnlt of tasks, to keep

Heights which the soul is competent to gain. WORDSWORTH.

e o -
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.

CaristiaNITY 1N TRE TurEE Fimst Cexntumirs: Historical Lectures delivered at Geneys
in February, March and April, 1857, Ly Dnr. MrrLe D'Avmieng, Dn. Buxogygg, h
Covxt pr Gaspariy, and M. Viever. Translated from the French. Londos: §
James Nisbet & Co. pp. 251.

These Lectures were delivered unider the auspices of the Young Men’s Chrs.
tian Union of Geneva.  They were listened to with the deepest interest by ap |
audience of six hundred men of all creeds and pulitical parties in the State. 4
more admiralle selection of lecturers could not have been made.  They are mep §
who know the history of Geneva, and entertain for their country and tlis aucient
stronghold of evangelical Irotestantism a profound revercnce and affectn, g
They have the alvantage, besides, of understanding the mental and spintug
characteristics of the people whom they address; and lience they speak ew.
dently to their apprchensions, habits and affections.  Geutlemen mote aceun. |
plished in ecclesiastical and theological science could not anywhere be found,
They unite the scholarship and philosophy of the German with the vivacity of
the Frenchman and the humble piety of the true Christian. As might by
expected, their treatment. of the subjects committed to them is both master
and intercsting. In all the lectures philosuphy and fact are finely blended;
salient points in history are seized with much skill; and, as by an illuminated
path, the reader is led through the varied and complicated phascs of the
Cbristian life during the three first centuries,

The first lecture is by M. Viguet ; the subject is, “ The State of the Worldat
the coming of Jesus Christ.” Tle recognises in the social and political state
of those times a manifest preparation for the advent of our Lord;—not only
the removal of merely external and superficial encumbrances to the progres
of the Gospel, but especially a preparation of a decper and more spintul
kind, which had slowly and painfully worn its way into the inner region
of the conscience. He guards himself, however, from being understood as

asserting that Christianity was the natural and logical result of the religions [

and philosophical development of the time at which it appeared. Far from
being the result of inward and spontancous development in mankind, he expli
citly states that Christianity came from without; that it came from above.
Coming from heaven it fell like seed on a field previously ploughed and prepared.
The two points in this preparation which the lecturer notices are (1st) thatat
that time the spiritual importance of man was first discovered in matters per
taining to relizion ; and (2d) that an ardent desire had been excited in the human
heart towards something better than man possessed—towards a revelation which
should grant bim truth. These two main topics are discussed with mueh learn-
ing and philosophical penetration. The worthlessness of heathenism is skilfully
pourtrayed, and the equally unsatisfactory character of the ancient philvsuplies
is pointed out, In the midst of these corruptions and of the perversion of ser- |
timent and principles, which at that time had brought socicty so low, he recog-
nises more than one trace of a serious and felt want among thinking men.
These views we fiud universally held by historical writers on this period of N8
Church history. From Eusebius downward it seems to be an accepted fact, that |
there was a great and striking preparation for the promulgation of the Gospel. |
On this point men so diverse in their mental constitutions as Neander and Milman,
. are founl to agree. It would seem, therefore, an act of unpardonable teraerity
to question what rests upon authority so universal anl unquestionable. Yet,it
has long been our conviction that this is an entirely mistaken view of the stabo
of heathienism at the coming of Christ. If we contrast heathenism with Chris
tianity, there will certainly appear in the former nothing to satisfy the soul, and
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the very brilliancy of the light with which it is Lrought into contact will all the
pore display its hidcous deformity and rottenness, Considered from snch a

int of view as this, heathenism may be spoken of as utterly efele in the first
century—as destitute of vitality and power, and as fast hastening to final extine-
fion. In such a ropresentation there will be a semblance of truth so plausible
ssto lead to®the conclusion, that Polytheism had fallen into a fatuous state and
Jst its hold over the public conscience prior to the advent of Chist. But we
gpprebend that this is a wrong method of considering the heatheunism of that or
ofany other time, The question to be determined is, Ilad the heathenism of those
days less hold on the public mind than it had at any time previous? Was it
mre effete in the time of Christ than in that of Socrates, or in the flowery
periods of Athenian history?  We apprchend that an impartial discussion of
the question, in this point of view, will Jead to the conclusion that the idolatry
ofthe times immediately preceding and following the birth of Christ was not
less influential, either in political affairs or in social life, than at any period of
ishistory. Tt is a striking fact that a great part of the liteiature of paganism
belongs to the very time under consideration. Virgil, Horace, Ovid (whose
“Fast1” is the calendar of paganism), and others, belong to this period. The
temples which had been neglected or destroyed during the civil wars were now
restored by the Emperors in more than their former maguificence. The ridicule
which some philosophers heaped upon the idolatry of that time and the atheism
which many professed, tell no more against the standing of paganism than do
smilar writings and sentiments tell against the Christianity of our own day.
We are, therefore, rather disposed to 1hink that both Jew and Gentile were,
when Christianity first appeared, as thoroughly fortified against it as the power
and wit of Satan could render them. The progress of Christianity is not, there-
fore, indebted in any degreo to the decadence of the puwers of darkness. Its
ovn inherent strength overcame all opposition.  One stronger than the strong
man armed entered into his house a..d spoiled his goods,

The next two lectures a1e by Count de Gasparin on *“The Apostles” and
“The Apostolical Fathers.” The suljects receive from his hand an able and
arful treatment.  Atter a brief sketch of the Apostles’ history and labours,
and of the formation of the first Chiurch at Jerusalem, he goes on to enumerate
the characteristics of the Christian piinciple in contra-distinction to that of the
beathen, The former he describes as un ¢ffurt to do without God, the latter the
direct intercourse Letween the soul and God. The first thing which strikes in
the Christian principle he notes to be that it recoguises a Saviour; the second
that it requires conversion ; the third that it inaugurates individual responsibil-
ity; the fourth its recognition of the supreme authority of the Word of God;
and the firth that it is imited to no caste, but is pupular, addressing itself to all
mankind.  Tle traces the corsequences of the Christian principle on the indivi-
dual, the family, the Chuich and society. He notes further the gradual declen-
sions from Christian doctrine aud piety, observable in the writings of the Apos-
tolical Farhers, among which he enun rates salvation by works of charity and
penitence, a priesthood, and the authority of oial tradition, tugether with the
beginning of other errors which afterwards greatiy corruptid the Church.  On
this point he says :—

What have we to do with the teligion of the fathers—with the religion of the first
centuries—with the religion of the first councils? The religion of the apostles—that
iswhat we want. The apostolic model is our fortress; I do not acknowledge any
other.  The cry of Puseyism is--the fathers! The cry of Protestantism is—the
apostles!  Let us endeavour not to be Puseyites. The tendency to imitate the Romish
Church is spreading among us. And how does it spread? By adding historical
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revelation tu scriptural revelation, Why should we go no further than the apostolical
model?  Other wants have arisen; other positions havo presonted themselves: g
ccclesinstical and dogmatical dovelopment has been made; the doviations of the
fathers wero legitimate! The Church of Romo was perhaps legitimato alsol Ity
thus that our resistance to the actanl ¢vil has been deadened ; ns soon ns history Ly
gomeothing to reveal, the authority of the scriptural revelation is in jeopardy.

With much to commend in this lecture, wo would yet take exception to the
stateroent that the Christian congregations of the first century were “allinds
pendent,” recognizing no “central government.” This is in manifest contss.
diction to a statement immediately preceding it, thit they obeyed “ one and all
the directivns and lutters of the Apostles.” It likewise contradicts the fact tha
the decisions of the Council at Jerusalemn were received as sacred decrees by sl
the Churches. The Church constitution, it is true, had not then attained s
normal development. Iler work at that time was chiefly missionary. Many
congregations would, as in every mission ficld, be necessarily isolated, and apps.
rently independent.  The histori.al error of Gasparin is that he accopts the in-
choate as the complete form, and clevates the unorganised and scattered into
the po-ition of the organized and united family of God.

‘We must also take exception, to his gloss of that passage of Scripture which
says that the “elders which rule well are worthy of double honor, especially they
who labor in word and doctrine.” This he represents as an injunction of the
Apostle “to give to some elders a double salary, because they are moro specially
required to teach and to direct.” How the text can be made to bear such
sense passes vur comprehension.  Wero the word “honor’t to be understood a
“galary,” which we cannot but regard as a miserable conclusion ; still wereitso,
then the text would mean that the ruling elders who ruled well should receise
a “ double salary,” and that those who laboured in word and doctrine should
have something more. We wonder that the Count did not sec that by this
glos he was doing violence to the sacred text, for the inw%rity of which he is
£0 stout an advocste. It is amusing to find him describe Clemens Romanus as
one “* occupying the position of an elder enjoying a double salary as teacher and
director. These are the only serivus blemishes which we find in the otherwiss
admirable lectures of Gasparin.

The lectures which follow in the volume are by Drs. Bungener and D' Aubignd,
and are of so much interest that we shall defer their consideration till next month.
In the meuntime we would cordially recommend this volume to our readens
Its learning is most thorough and tiustworthy, its piety is both pure and deep;
its style possesses that lively naiveté for which the best French writers are
celebrated, Clear and concise, these lectures are at the same time compreben-
sive and interesting, and will amply repay a careful perusal.

‘We have received from B. Dawson, Montreal, the third volume just issued
of the *Spanish Conquest in Awmerica,” by Arthur Helps. Messrs, Iarper and
Brothers have produced the New York reprint in their usual excellent style
The History is composed from the original sources of information, and 'Wlﬂ
compare favourably even with the celebrated works of the American writer,
Prescott. With the single exception of Lord Macaulay, there is not an historica
writer in England master of a more attractive style than Mr. Helps, To sy
this is to say much, while such bistorians as Hallam, Grote, and Tord Stanhope
(better known as Lord Mahon) survive,
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SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE.

ECCLESIASTIOAL AND MISSIONARY.

Revivat ov Ruttoron.—In the United Swtos, and to sume extent also in Canada, aad:
in Grent Britain, thero appears to bo a great religious awakening.,

In almost all parts of the United States, and ospecially in the cities of Philadelphis,
Yew York, and Boston, wo hear of daily prayer-moetings attended by hundreds, and
wen by thousands. There has been thus far very little extra preaching, and the meet-
inga held havo been spent in devotion, and in listening to brief exhortations, Of the
nlisblo fruits of this great movement, it is of course tqo soon to speak with any
ertainty.

In some parts of Canada, a similar earncstness has begun to manifest itself, In the
¢ty of Montreal, for example, united daily prayer-mectings, presided over by tho evan
gelical ministers, are largely attended; and the congregations generally seem to bo
neived. The Spirit of grace and supplication is poured out upon many.

By privato advices, as well as by the newspapers, we learn that in tho cities and
geat towns of England thero arc many signs of growing earnestness, both within and
vithout the Established Church. From Scotland we learn, that Mr. Brownlow North's
ncent labors in Glasgow have been attended with great success.

We do not give in detail the reports of “revival meetings” published in the United
Siates, fearing as we do that the whole movoment will bo injured by newspaper noto-
riety and social gossip. But that tho awakening is real, not factitious, thore seems no-
tom to doubt.

New AsarypLy Hann ror THE Free Cucron.—The General Assembly of the Freo
(hurch of Scotland being without a sufliciently large or commodious place of meeting,
shall is to be erected immediately in rear of the New College, on the Castle Hill of
Edinburgh. The cost is estimated not to oxceed £5000, which sum wiil be raised by
nbscription.

Evox's Cutrer, ToroxTo.—Wa loarn that the congregation of this church arc about
to call the Rev. Alexander Topp, of Free Roxborough Charch, Edinburgh, to be their
psstor. ' Wo wish them success. Mr., Topp was minister at Elgin before his translation
to Edinburgh. He is a minister of ability and experience.

Biszorrick oF CaLcrrra.—The Rev. G. E. Colton, Master of Marlborough College,
bssbeen appointed by the Crown to thie Anglican see. Ile is said to belong to the
Broad Church party. Dr. Duff, in a letter published in the Edinburgh Witness, pays
w affectionate tribute to the late Bishop Wilscn.,

BA new sce is to be constituted at Agra, to embrace the North-western Provinces of
ritish India.

IsroLBRANCE 1N NEW BRUnswicr.—Late proceedings in the Parliament of this Colony
betray & harsh, intolerant spirit toward the Presbyterians nof in connection with the
Seottish Bstablishment. The Synod of the Presbyterian Church of New Bruoswick
spplied for an act of incorporation in order to hold certain property for educational
purposes. A Bill accordingly was introduced, but violently opposed by the meribers of
the Legislature connected with the Established Church of Scotland. Ipn the Council,
the designation of the Synod was changed, which of course is tantamount to a rejection
o the Bill. If the New Brunswick Legislators deign to consider Canadian prece-
dents, they will find that the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada has been,
without the slightest objection, recognized by our Provincial Parliament; as, in the Act
passed a few years ago at Quebec in regard to the registers of Presbyterian ministers.

Baprists 1v CaNapa.—The paster and two members of the Baptist Charch in Mon~
treal bave issued circular letters to all Baptist Churches in Canada east of Kingston,
inviting them to send delegates in order to the formation of a Society for Missionary
ud other purposes connected with their denomination.

Cavren or Encraxp.—The Bishop of Oxford has given permission to his clergy to
Mstpone the Litany to the afternoon or evening on those Sundays when the Lord’s-
Supper is administered. When there are afterncon and evening services the Litany
tlove may serve as ono of them. Thus the clergy will be delivered from repeating the
803;!10 qc;vice, Lessons and Psalms, twice in the space of two or three hours.—OQzford

rontele,

We are informed by a correspondent that many clergymen in the diocese of Worcester-
%’p;lt the I;ziw.n)é when the Sacrament is administered, and with the permission of® the-
8hop.—~—Record,
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LITERARY.

Naw wonk BY Ds. Oaxprisn.—Mess. A. & O. Black of Edinburgh are about to pub”
lish a mew volume from the pen of the Rev. Dr. Candlish. The title is “Life in #
Risen Saviour.” The work will consist of an elucidation of the Apostle’s argument i
the 15th chapter of the first Epistle to the Corinthians. * The volume of Dr. J. Brown 08
the same part of scripture i8 marked by his usual exegetical care; but we anticipate &
more acute insight into the apostolic train of thought and reasoning from Dr. Candlisb-

Arri0AN D1scovERiEs.—Barth's travels cover Central Africa as far as to within eight
degrees north of the Equator. Livingstone's researches come to within the same dis~
tance south. 8o that there is still a belt of sixteen degrees with the Equator as
centre, which no white men has yet visited. Lieutenant Burton, celebrated for bif
successful visit to Mecca and Medina, is now travelling in that portion. He hopes 0
‘cross the entire continent midway between the routes of Barth and Livingstone. '

Nzw Enonisa PusLications.—The Examiner (London), contains the following smoﬁ
its literary notices. The Rev.J. H. Gurney has published a third series of histori
sketches for the entertainment and instruction of young readers. The volume entitl
God's Heroes and the World’s Heroes, is so written as to win the attention of that class
of young men for which it is especially designed. It discusses Frederick the Great, No*
poleon, Washington, Latimer, Las Casas, and many more.

Uf graver history we are glad to see that a work worthy to rank with the good lite”
rature of our day, Mr. J. Lothrop Motley’s Rise of the Dutch Republic, is to be issued 18
a new and cheap edition of three volumes, the first of which is now before us.

A Cyclopedia of the Natural Sciences by Dr. William Baird, is a book well worthy ¥
be coupled with Dr. Nichol's Cyclopedia of the Physical Sciences, formerly issued bY
the same publishers, Griffin & Co. It contains in a small compass a great deal of informs”
tion, and it is furnished with an English popular index to the contents, whereby,
though a scientific work, it is made available for use by any intelligent reader. .

Following the fashion of the day, the Rev. Mr. Gleig has collected into two volume?
Essays, Biographical, Historical, and Miscellaneous, contributed chiefly to the Edinbur
and Quarterly Reviews. One paper is a story—a tsadition of the Saxon Switzerland—
—reprinted from Fraser's Magazine; another is an interesting article from the Edi%
burgh 1. iew upon the Puritans; there is an article on Dr. Chalmers from the Qua™
terly ; and a good paper on Natural Theology, partly new, partly revised from Fraser
The rest of the Essays, although very various in subject, all discuss interesting point®"

Lagors oy TiscHENvORF.—The indefatigable Tischendorf has just edited a second edl
tion of his Petus testamentum Grece jurta LXX. interpretes, in which the Prolegome v
are considerably augmented, a good history of the Septuagint and its editions annexe®
and seveu MSS. newly discovered by the author (among which four palimpsests) m8
use of. Any one acquainted with the text of the Septuagint knows that a text ‘whollf
to be depended upon has not yet been attained, but the work above mentioned is & g0
atep to that end.

HoLegaN LeoTuRRS.—The Hulsean Lectures for 1857 have just issued from the press o
Macmillan & Co., Cambridge. The title is as follows. * The Oreeds of the Church,
their relations to the Word of God, and to the conscience of the Christian; by Charl !
Anthony Swainson M. A., Principal of the Theological College, and prebendary ©
Chichester.

It is somewhat surprising that the Hulsean Lectures are not reprinted by any of tho
American publishing houses. They have been of unequal merit, but some of them )
nish very fine and valuable specimens of the Cambridge School of Theological literatar™

EpvcaTtioN IN ScoTuaNp.—According to a statistical paper lately issued by qrdef
Parliament, relative to the Government assistance to education in Scotland, which ¥
moved for by Viscount Melgund a short time ago, the return specifies the names of s
parishes and counties in which each school is situated to which assistance has b:“
afforded by the country, together with the amounts of such assistance in each %iﬂ
during the last three years. Tho total number of schools receiving Government al
Scotland, in 1855, was 907 ; of these, 318 were of the Free Church, 251 belonged 10,
Established Church, 158 were parochial schools, 100 were schools without any rellﬂi.’h,
denomination, 67 belonged to the Episcopalians, and 21 to Roman Catholics. 108
sums given in different years to different achools were, of course, most various, rang pe)
from several thousand pounds to a few shillings per year. In a great many mstanw
rural schools received small sums of £1, £2, and £3, though the average of the t‘: .
grant given to all the schools was between £5 and £60 for each. The total gran’.
aid of education in Scotland was, in 1856, hardly equal to one half-penny per hea¢ ™
the whole population. )



