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g5 TO THE GRAND LODGE OF QUEBEC, BY M. W. THE G,
B BRO. JOHN H. GRAHAM, LL.D.

This is a very able address, and

: , in
will well repay peruszﬂa :}eihr;g;‘ to
ngland, be tempted =
fee%nali]t raz)her lengths, accus(;omeg
as we are to very brief aﬂddcii:,senls)it
reports of Masonic proc"j‘: o;ny cus-
as each jurisdiction h:Zhl iationalitv
tems and laws, 80 © Citiag
has its own ideas and 'Pwdn?heﬁi
Masonic toleration and fal?tniiis :foZb-
enjoin on ug a full recos™ lnd feeling
solute liberty of Temark.s . ddress
We said the acdres
and 0 it is, and
py clearness of
pess of utter-

in this respect.
is a very able one,
distingnished alike
exposition, thoughtful nd demon-
ance, and dignity of tone: c¢h docu-
strates to all who réd =
ments, that Bro. Graba™ t.l as ruler
a very able and conmscie?"? ’

. fasonic law,
but a sound expositor of ¥ Into

as well as a “bright IJ?:;(;’;;S which
all that portion of his # we do not

deals with local mabter® e can fully
profess to enter, but ¥ all Bro.
realize that upon the-mterms and
Graham speaks 1n Iueid

s 1ot only |

decided authority. The part which

most concerns us is the seetion which

deals with the difficulty of the “Eng-

_‘Iish lodges.” But we shall not be
. tempted to re-open the question,
though we might do so, for in our

- humble opinion our original objections
"to DBro. Graham’s position and Bro.
. Drummond’s law, have never been
f answered. We note, that in order to
get rid of one pressing difficulty, Bro.

Grabam throws over the admissions

‘and arrangement of the G. M. of the
. Grand Lodge of Canada. But, rerbuwm
‘ Lven if we were disposed to re-
"open an old controversy, and con-
tinue our ancient if friendly polemics,

3‘5§éf§%;“Grabam's parting words quite
yn ug, and move us much. They

@ f‘-"equally simple and kindly, elo-
| qfient and touching. His last advice
'is an Flirenicon.  After nine years, he
1declines, as we understand, re-elec-
. tion, though we should never be
“astonished to hear that he is re-
ielected. He recommends patience
-and conciliation, and practically

sut.
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adopts the recommendation of our
Grand Secretary to await the natural '

“efflux of time.” We give his own

words, as we think our readers will
like to see them:—

“And now, Brethren of this Grand
Lodge, for reasons which I think will
be obvious to all of you, let me ear-
nestly advise you not to fake ary'
special legislative action on this sub-
ject at the present communication,
but in the still further exercise of the
true spirit of our fraternity, calmly
await the result of what lLas already
been said and done, and what is likely
to transpire in the near future, with
the hope, not wanting among the
members of this Grand Body, and
shared in by not a few other brethven,
good friends of Quebece, both here and
in (ireat Britain, that the consum-
mation devoutly desired, msay be
peacefully and fraternally realized at
an early day. So mote it be.”

We also beg to give here the clos-
ing words of this address of our
worthy Brother, which we have read
with pleasure:—

“OFrFICERS AND BrETHREN,—Having
by your over-partial suffrages presided
in this Graod East for nine laborious
and eventful years, I beg gratefully
to return to you the symbol of “su-
preme command,” whick you have so
frequently with entire unanimity
placed in wy hands; and with a pro
found sense of the distinguisbhed
honor which you have thus conferred '
upon me—an honor enjoyed by few
living Grand Masters,—with a grate
ful appreciation of your many fmvors, !
and with hearty thanks to my 74lH
officers and other members of Hje
Grand Body for their long-contifmed
and efficient support and co-opera-
tion; and although not having brought |
to the fulfilment of the important
duties of this high office, those tal-
ents and that worth and leisure which
it demands; and while doubtless hav- '
ing made mistakes, for it is ever true
that ‘to err is human,’ yet claiming |

. world.

to have been actuated by a sin-
cere desire, faithfully to promote the
best interests of this Grand Lodge
and of the craft in general, I now, in
Justice to myself and to others, bid
you as Grand Master an affectionate
and fraternal farewell; and at the
same time begging to assure you that
it will be my purpose to seek in some
good degree at least, to exemplify the
following loyal and patriotic senti-
ments of one of not the least re-
nowned of Rome’s great Consuls, who
on an occasion of vital import to the
commonweaith, declared, in these
words familiar to so rmany of you,—
Tl peviieiam profecto, (Quirites, ut e
quae gessi D1 Considati, privats, eear
atque vrnet,

“And may he, upon whom this
mantle will more worthily fall, ‘look
well to the Grand East;” may he and
all after him, who wield this sceptre,
be endued with a goodly portion of
the wisdom bestowed upon that mon-

"arch after whom this seat of honor is

fittingly named; may all their official
aets fully accord with the unchanging
laws and counstitutions of our anclent
fraternity, and which this Grand
Lodge has hitherto sought to enun-
ciate, to uphold and maintain, and

“may the Most High prosper them aund

you in all your lawful undertakings,
and may Heevermare abundantly bless
the Grand Lodge of Quebec, and our
beloved Order throughout the whole
So mote it be."—ILondon,
Foua., Freemason, Feb, 24, 15883,

PAPAL BULLS IN FAVOR OF
FTREEMASONS.

One of the vexed questions of early
Masonic history is, did the Popes of
Rome in the fourteenth, fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries—Po' ¢ Nicholas
IIT., in 1227; Pope Benedict XI1., in
1884; Pope Alexander VI., in 1502,
and Pope Leo X., in 1517—issue
bulls, confirming to the traveling
Freemasons of the middle ages, or
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the Germon Stopemesons, eertoin
oxolngive riglda? Bro. G. Willicm
Spoth contribatss to . the. London
Drecivwsod of Jonunry 26th, 1888, the
following curious cnd inforesting in-
formotion on this subjeot:—

: ow, 8 te the popel buils.
The perzisteney with which this 2.
aertion crops ap appears to me to be
founded on somothing more then
sheeprralking, There are two. ob-
vious soarces from which. this tradi.
tion springs. Firat, tho generalstate-
ment in the “Porontalin,” which is
well known to oll of us; and, second-
1y, & very deteiled list of iraperial exd
other confirmations of the privileges
of the Steinmetzon, given by Heidelw
off on page 21 of the “Brubiitts dep
Mittelalters,” Nurembery, 1844, 4to.
This list, os far as regards the im-
perial confirmetions, is roprinted in
many works, the latest being Bro.
Gould's "*History,” pege 172; ond go
far i3 epporontly not opea to doubt of
any sort. Amocngst these confirma-
tions in Heideloff oppear tiro bulls—
Alexander VI, Rome, 16th Sept.,
1502, and Lso X., pridie Uzlendarinm,
Jenuarit, 1617. Xless, on page 5 of
his “Freimovrorai in ihrer waheen
Bedeutung,” bewails the unfosiuncte
fact that Heideloff omits to justify his
asgortion by guoting his authoritiea or
sources of inforrantion. Neverthe.
less, the follewing passoge on p. 285,
second edition, tould s2am to chow
thet a3 far a3 Gezmony ig concernsd,
Kloss was reody to admib the shove
two bulle. He iz cnecking of. tha
wellkmown statemsud in tho “Paz.
entelin,” snd soye:  *“Tho stotoment
concerning the troveling Nasone, at-
tributzd to the colebrnted swyohiteat
Wran, choold oropgs ol the moze
sospicion the closer wwe investigate
the emrromnding cirenmstancas, the
inoredibility of vhick is of cxos evi-
dent, 22d the wmworz w2 considen
the pecibility of tho fooks pavected,
We pzw, fherefr=s cnavibe tha vhels
trodition #ama pat into the rouths of
Achimede ezd Weon ta cu cdtoronh ol

-

edorpiog the Guild legonds, whish
moy ba bozed on the pppcl cenfirmn.
tions zeolh gronted to th3 Gormin
Htonemenong in 1502 ond 1517.” Ho
than confescos the inphility of Powa-
haell, of Krouss, of Klogs, and othess,

{to digcover o ringla bull, ond con-

clndes, from ‘mony oirdumstoness,
thet such corld not hove existad foxr
Baglend; but, a8 we hove scon, ke
evidontly beliaves in the. two quotsd
by Heideloff, 23 above, for Germeyy.
Thi: eredulity on the pard of sueh o
oritia a8 Klosa would appear ramark.
chle, but I will presently show that
he hps good reasons for the belief thet
isin him. I will, howevey, first ro-
vert to Heideloff, On p. 23 he states
thef the Germsd Stonemsesons ressiv-
od an indulgence frora Pope Nicholng
IIL. (1247), which was rerowed by ol
his snecescors up fo Bonediot XII.
(1824.) Bro. “Bookworm” will thugs
ses ot & glonee whence Rebold cnd
Gyr toke their statoments. It is difi-
cult to proveanegative, snd I om not
in o position to deny this stotemen.;
but, if trne, whore did Heideloff ob-
tain hisknowledgs?  Heidelefl sursly
conld not heve invemted ift; smeh o
procesding would bo too berefncsd
end hordly pessible ontside the poges
of Fellon; there must, thsrafore, exigs
some soxt of precedent for the soser- -
tion, and I regret my inshility to dis.
gover it, despite tyo years of patiznt
resezvels. Bub why does Eloss bs.
liove in the bulls of 1502 and 15177
In 1518, Monday after Corpns ChrisH,
the Liodgs ob Modgehbnre patitionsd
their primea for o confirmaction of
thair ordinensss, they bovieg jush ce-
osptad tho Strasburg Brotherhook
(1489), ond deolared that if ony pork
of thezs crdivamses dizplenced bim,
thoy wera willing fo oltor them, ol
wogs excepiing the ohicf cutivles,
which hed beon cenlizmed hy papel
and fpporial rafbority.”  Tos Steae
burg Liedza, in thelr guovesl with tho
Arweborg Lelge (this lattsy bed up
to that roowent mob jeized the pon.
exod band, bénrnzs thay wphdd
tarma ef four yeors' apuicnbis
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and the Strasburg Brotherhood re-| FREEMASONRY IN ACTION.
quired five years'’), wrote on the Wed-
nesday after St. Valentine’s Day,| There are two sides to Masonry, the
1519, that the former abuse of fonr | theoretical and the practical, and the
yoars'service had been put anendto by | two should never be divorced. Both
His Holiness the Pupe and His Majesty | are excellent, and each is indispens-
the Emperor. 'We also find that the | able to the rounded excellence of the
quarrel came to an end after the | other, The one we may denominate
Strasburg Master had forwarded to | Masonry in idea, the other Masonry
the Duke of Sazony attested copiesof | in aetion, and while it is true that
the papal and imperial privileges | ideas rule the world, it is only such
which they possessed, and that the | ideas as are translated into action by
original documents had been pro- | fiery men of endeavor,

duced for the inspection of Saxon de-| There was a time when ocertain
puted Masons at Strasburg. Now all | classes of men devoted to the study,
this is very remarkable. The dates |if not to the propagation, of truth,
of the supposed bulls are givea as | advocated and exemplified the theory
1502 and 1517. The quarrel took | that to attain the highest excellence,
place 1518-1521, and the strife is | and most profoundly understand the
healed by the prodaction of papal | mysteries hidden from the common
bulls and imperial charters; and all | mind, one must completely seclude
these transactions are recorded in | himself from the world, and contin-

writing and legal documents. The | ually contemplate and study the
only rational element of doubt whichre. | truth. We said there was a time—
mains is that the bulls themselves are ! there always was, and still is, such a
not forthcoming. The probableplaceto | time. In the remotest ages of the
find them is in the archives of the , world to which either history or tradi-
Strasburg Lodge, or perhaps in the  tion bears recori, there were anchot-
maniment room of the Cathedral, ac- | ites, monks, philosophers in the wil.
cess to which is, however, denied.|derness, solitary students; and there
Under the circumstances, if asked | are still, and we therefore infer there
whether the Pope ever granted bulls, j ever will be. All of these made the
I should resort to the Scoteh verdict of | radical mistake that truth is valuable
‘not proven.” But what is established | in and for itself, aside from the les-
beyond doubt is the fact that the Ger- t sons of humanity, justice and merey
man Stonemasons in 1519 balieved in i which it teaches. Inactive trath is
these bulls, and there we must rest, as cold as an iceberg, while truth in
for the moment. Another guestion | action is God dwelling in man, In-
is, did the writers of the ¢Parten- | deed, truth is not {ruth unless it be a
talia” know of this train of circum- | missionary. It dwells not apart from
stances—or is the allusion to the | men; its habitation is not a cell, but
papal bulls attributed to Wren de- | the wide, wide world, where men may
rived from some other and independ- | be enlightened, elevated, materially
ent source? aided, and both presently and ulti

I must apologize to the editor for so | mately blessed.
far exceeding the limits of a “note,” | One reason why the Popes of Rome
but in the absenee of a magazine, we , have so often antagonized the Craft
must occasionally encroach on his | of Masonry is, because it assumes to
valuable space.—G. Wa. SeerE.— | be an organ of truth in action. Ro-
Keystone. ) manism will not admit that there can
be any other custodian of truth than

Tae Canapns Crarrsyan only $1.50 per | the Church, #nd-it alleges thet it is
annum. Subscriptions can begin at any | theChurch,the onlytrue Church. Free-
time, magonry has no controversy with Ro-
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manism concerning itself, It antag-
onizes no religion. But it does de-
fend its own prerogatives, and among
these is its right to champion the
$rath. '

Mesonry has its theclogy. It
teaches the Fatherhood of God and
the Brotheihood of initiates. Its
banner truths are the unity of God
and the immortality of the soul. In
asserting the Divine unity it does not
do so in sny sectarian or exoclusive
sense. If there be anything that Ma-
sonry admits or teaches, it is that
there may be a trinity in unity.
Freemasonry is full of triads —it is
& fraternity of threes. We had three
Grand Masters, and we have now
three principal officers in a lodge,
three Great Lights, three Ledser
Lights, three degrees, and so on ad
infinitum. All of the Ancient Mys-

teries were its parallel in this respect, |

and as there is but one Freemasonry,

principles, which may be translated
into the command, ‘““Go about doing
good,” Last of all comes Truth.
Brotherly Love is the corner-stone of
Freemasonry; Relief, its superstrue-
ture, and Truth its cap-stone, its
crowning glory. It is all truth—the
last, truth in theory, the first and
second, truth in action,

While in the profane world there
has always been a wide interval Le-
tween practical and ideal excellence,
Masonry seeks to inspire and combine
both, and has in a large degree suc-
ceeded. There is no field of research
that has more fascinations for the
student than Freemasonry. It reaches
back into the elder time. It is the
heir of antiquity's sages. Its credo
all enlightened men may adopt. Its
trath is the bottom truth of time, the
perpetual truth of eternity. With
Esdras it says: “Great is truth, and
mighty above all things." Freema-

although it has three degrees, so it ad- | sons it believes to be ¢heirs of truth

mits that there may well be three per-
gons in one God. No one can prove
that Maconry is anti-Trinitarian; by
its very Constitation it teaches the
contrary dootrine. Itself is the most
conspicuous example in the world of
a trinity in unity.

In the nomenclature of the Craft it
is quite usual to denominate the
Freemasons of to-day, Speculative
Masons, and those of two or more
centuries ago, when our brethren
were the actual builders of cathedrals
and other great structures, Operative
Masons., Thig distinetion may be-
come misleading. Freemasons are
both speculative and operative; they
both teach truth in theory, and ex-
emplify it in practice. Indeed weare
more operative than speculative. It
is eometimes said that Masonry is
nothing if not charitable. What is
the number and what the order of the
great dootrines of the Craft? Three;
and the order, Brotherly Love, Relief
and Trath. First comes that divine
principle, love your brother; next that
equelly divine admonition, minister
to his necessities—both of them active

anl pure delight.” And then it beau-
tifully translates this trath into action
by saying in the poet’s phrase, *the
truth of truths is love,” Brotherly
Love. The Freemason is no hermit,
no anchorite, no speculator,~—he is a
man of the world, a true fellow, a
good fellow. He has been taught to
reverence God, to love his brethren,
and to relisve their distress. What
nobler teaching is there than this?
Its study and practice are the work of
a lifetime. There is no higher ideal
than the ideal Freemason, and the
real Froemason, the average Crafts-
man, is one of whom the fraternity
has nocause to beashamed.—Keystone.

-0

THE LEGEND OF BETHLEHER.

The plains of Bethlehem, and all
the beautiful Judean hill-country lay
in peaceful rest and holy guiet be-
neath the stars of the Syrian sky, on
that blessed night when Jesus, the
Christ-Child, was born. .

The still air of that hely night—fo
our spiritual imagination—seems ag
if it would burst into choral musls,
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as though the Promise and Hope of
ages past were waking there, awaiting
the master-hand of Time to touch the
vast aerial chords; acd that deep and
quiet sky, whose zenith lifted over
Bethlehem, and whose horizon closed
it in, seems ag if it would break into
effulgent glory, for the air is filled,
and the plains are thronged, and the
hills are crowned with hosts of angelic
spirits, as yet unseen by mortal eye,
as yet unheard by mortal ear.

The City of David was in repose;
some late coming wanderers lingered
in the streets; weary travelersin the
orowded Inn were dreaming; there
were some shepherds in the fields
with their flocks—the flocks still as if
fouched with a spell, and the shep-
herds thoughtful; and journeying
from the far Blast towards the hills of
Judsh, and now in sight of them,
were some pilgrim Persian sages.

The humble strangers, who, foot-
sore and sad, went forth from the Inn
door, becanse there was no room for
them in the Inn, and who bent their
steps towards the Inn stable for shel-
ter, were now safely at rest with the
beasts of the stall; they were Mary,
and she was wakeful; Joseph, and he
was watching; they were both wait-

izg!
THE SHEPHERDS SAID:

See! How this sky, to-night,
bends down around us, and its soft
end near horizon seems to close us
in! On such a night of sacred still-
ness, it seems as if the angels might
be keeping their watch over us, as we
are keeping our watch over the sheep!

For four hundred years we have
had no Prophet of God to speak to us;
and many s wafching night apon
these plains, and beneath these stars,
hevs we longed for this silence to
break; have yearned for some Pro-.
phet-speech to realize to us the fradi-
tions of the golden days of Israel,
when God gave messages to men, and
men communed with God! And
never, on any night before, as on this
night, have we so longed for the
voices which our fathers heard, and

for the visions which our fathers saw?

But they will come again, brother,
for our prophets have foretold them.
What! if on such a night as this, a
messenger should come from heaven
as of old, to bring back to our ears
the voices of truth, and to give con-
solation to the hearts of our broken
and unhappy people! Brother Shep-
herd! Would you be glad to see and
hear such a messenger on such &
night as this? It seems asif the very
air itself would speak to us |

Brother, I hear you, but I was not
thinking then of Prophet-voices, or of
heavenly messages. I am wearyand
faint in my epirit with longing for
them; my faith is very small, and my
hope-light has almost gone out; and
I fear, though I believe the old days
of glory, when God talked to us by
prophets and angels, will come again
—1 fear that 1 shall die without see-
ing the Glory, without hearing the
Message. But, when you spoke to
me, I was not thinking of thesé
things. But, in the ¢ity yonder,
where David our King was born, I
saw to-day, the crowds of travelers
journeying esch to his own city to be
taxed! When shall our kingdom be
restored, and we be delivered from
our oppressors! And as I gazed
upon the ecrowds, I saw two strangers
sent away from the door of the Iny,
to seek shelter in the stable! I was
thinking of them. Brother! The
woman ought not to be left in & stable
to-night!

THE PILGRIM PERSIAN SAGES SAID:

It is now near the Time, as wé
have compared our dreams and our
traditions, and computed the heavenly
spheres, as for ages they have gone
their silent courses to comple:i: the
mysterious cyoles of dream, prophecy
and hope.

It must, indeed, by now near the
time, or else the faiths we have had
in our dreams were foolish supersti-
tions, as some of our brethren said,
and the voices we have heard were
nothing. It must, therefore, be near
the time, or else our divine Science of
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the heavens is baseless; or else, after
oll our faith, there is no meaning in
the speech which day uttereth to day,
end no fruth in the language which
the stars of one night speak to the
gtars of another. Have we kindled
our Altar-fires for naught,—no light
coraing? and have we scanned the
heavens only to be deceived,~—no
voices coming out of these depths?

‘We must believe it is now near the
time. We have traveled from East
to West, and science has led our
paths in oursearch after trath; our
long wandering has not been sad or
dreary, and our weariness in wander-
ing has been relieved by Hope and
Faith. Our Pilgrim journeyis nearly
ended, we shall soon know the truth.

See! There are tha hills of Judah.
On such a sweet night of holy peace,
how beautiful, if now upon sur long-
ing, hopeful eyes, His Star should
there hang out its sacred light, as a
while ago it broke upon us in our
Eastern home. See! The constel-
lation favored of our dreams, and
aspected of our science, lights down
upon these Judean hills! How beau-
tiful! Yet, perhaps, his star will
shine forth alone, when other stars
are clouded; on some darker mnight
than this, some night of gloom and
storm, when the Great Sea shall
thunder on this Syrian coast, and all
these hills shall tremble. Butif on
such a night as this, what, brothers,
what if His Star should now appear!

THE TWO HUMBLE STRANGERS
in the Inn stable whisper to each
other, for the buasts were still, the
~zen were hushed :

Mary said :

Joseph! Joseph! I have slept
and dreamed. I dreamed that Isaw
the same Glory of which I told you
before. In the midst of the Glory I
saw the same Angel of Jehovah, who
came to me in Nazareth of Galilee, as
I have told you. Andic my dream
and vision, the angel spoke to me
again, and he read to me oub of a
Book, from which Seven Seals had
been loosed, and on the Book, and on

each Seal which had been loosed,
there flamed the Symbol of the Lion
of our Tribe of Judash. Jogeph! Do
you hear me? Did you see any
Glory-light? Did you hear any Angel
voice?

And Joseph said:

Sleep, Mary; there is no light ex-
oept this dim stable-light, and I have
heard no sound, only once the lowing
of the oxen, az they suddenly, but
quietly, started from their repose, and
stood up in thsir stalls. Mary, are
you strong? do you still believe?

And Mary chanted in the sweet
Syro-Chaldaic tongue, and at low
breath—

“My soul doth magnify the Lord,
for He does regard the low estate of
his heand-maiden;"—and from this
holy night, thou, Joseph, shall have
happy faith in thine espoused virgin,
and all the generations of time, .
throughout the dominion of the earth,
shall call me blessed !

The Persian Sages journeyed on in
silence and deep communion of
thought.

The Bethlehem Shepherds watched,
and wondered at the beauty of the
night, uncousciously waiting for the
golden glory of the morning.

Joseph’s eyes were heavy,
Mary dreamed again.

The journeying Sages thought the
stars grew paler, the sky of deeper
recess and hue, and the hills of Judah
more beautiful.

The Shepherds heard no more any
bleating of the sheep, for the flocks
started when Mary dreamed,—and
the shepherds thought they felt the
still air quiver.

In the stable the lowing of the kine
was hushed; and Mary's sweet, pale
face smiled; and Joseph worshipped;
for & light,—a brightness, not like
burning, but a brightness, heaven-
woven, of softest texture, shone upon
them and covered them, and filled the
place. The Angel of the Lord de-
scended, gentle 1n his aspect as per-
fect peace, and was transfigured in
the midst of the brightness, holding

and

N
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in His hand the open Book from
which the Seals had been loosed, and
there, on the Seals and pages, glowed
the Lion-Symbol of Judah!

Mary smiled and wept.

Joseph feared and worshipped.

The over-shadowing Glory lingered,
and the transfigured Angal waited.

Then the Glory lifted, tha bright-
ness paled, and the Angel departed.

The stable lamp still flickered on
in its dim light; the oxen lowed
again.

Joseph prayed.

Mary wept and sung a lullaby as
she wrapped the Christ-Child in
swaddling clothes, and laid it in the
manger.

And then the plains of Bethlehem
were overhung with heavenly beauty,
and the Glory of Jehovah shone
round ahout the shepherds, and the
Angel of the Lord came down upon
them as they watched, bearing in his
hands the open Book from which the
seven Seals were loosed. He was not
terrible in His glory as when he came
forth from the Throne in the ages
past and drove out the transgressors
from Eden, and with the sword of
flaming fire sentineled the Edeun-gate
and guarded the tree of Life, but his
aspeots were gracious and tender,
and His Glory was softened to wel-
ocoming beams, as if He came forth
from the Holy Places of Mercy; and
from before an Altar of eternal flame
and fragrance, whose light and in-
cense of divine radiance and perfame
were glowing in His face and covering
His wings.

And Hesaid to the shepherds : The
appointed times are fulfilled, the
gacred Seals have been loosed, the
Book of ineffable mysteries has been
opened. The Lion of the Tribs of
Judah has prevailed, and this shall
be a sign to you—ye shall find the
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger.

Apd the shepherds said to one
another:—

Stable! The Inn-stable!

Babe,—lying in & manger!

The Christ-child—a King!

‘Where is the porap of David's royal
throne! Where is the splendor of
Jerusalem, the City of the greab
King!

And as the mighty Angel lifted his
wings, as if to cover them with the
benedictions of his message, suddenly
there appeaced with him a multitude
of the heavenly host, singing with
strain and march of unutterable
musie, “Glory to God in' the highest,
peace on earth, good will toward
men."” '

And then the Angel departed, the
host following in his train; the glory

-lifted from the shepherds, and the

beauty faded from the plains. The
night was still, the shepherds slum-
bered, the sheep rested. The Judean
hills were touched with the dawning,
and the grey light came up the east-
exn sky.

The multitudes of the heavenly
host stood in their places before the
Throne, and the great messenger
Angel stood in his place befors the
Altar,

The night beneath the Syrian sky
was as beautiful as at first. The eyes
of the shepherds were heavy as they
waited for the new morning.

Mary was dreaming agsin,
Joseph watched and the babe slept.

And out upon the quiet heavens,
the Angel of the Altar hung thn Star
of the Nativity, which from the
foundation of the world, had burned
above the Altar in hesven. The
angel hung it out over the stable in
Bethlehem !

The Persian sages saw it and were
glad, Science sweetly lured by Reve-
lation. The Sages, led by the star,
came to the stacle, and when they

as

! saw the ohild, with Mary, his mother,

they rejoiced, and fell down and wor-
shipped him. And when they had
opened their treasures, they presented
to Him gifts of geld, frankincente and

The strangers,—m=2n and woman ! | myrrh.—Masonic Review.
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A DANGEROUS MISTAKZ,

Bro. Ananies Rookafellow was made
4 Mason in the city of Manhattan
gome five years ago., -Heis popularly
known as *“a good fellow,” as well as
a Rockafellow, and his purpo.e in
living is to have what is styled ““a
good time,” He probably accom-
plishes the purpose after his own
feshion, but it is right we should
mention that there ara other fashions,
unknown to him.

Our Brother is of & social disposi-
tion, as Freemasons usually are, He
enjoys good company, especially the
fellowship of his brethren. He im-
ported with him into the Craft all of
his prepossessions (as we usually do),
and what /e is, that he believes the
Craft tc be. Indeed hesaysasmuch.
He avows that Freemasonry is only a
social and convivial organization, that
there is nothing in it bat good fellow-
ship, and that his experience since
his connection with it demonstrates
that he was made for the Craft, and
the Craft for him.

Bro. Rockafellow is & much rais-

-teken man, or else a host of others
are mistaken. His mistake is, that of
one who takes a partial and superficial
view of things, He ignores the fact
that Freemasonry is not one-sided,
but many-sided, that it ic the out-
growth not of one mun’s ideas, but of
many men’s. He looks at it through
& key-hole, instead of standing openly
before it, and seeing it as it is. He
views if through the glasees of his pre-
judices and prepossessions, and ig-
nores what it said about itself, to him-
self, when he was made & Mason.

‘What are the resultsof our brother’s
false view of Masonry? They are
mixed, some harmful, and others in-
nocent, Concerning ‘he latter we
need not speak. We a,ree with him
that convivialiby is one of the features
of Masonry, and a very important
one. No one enjoys more thar: wedo
the “flow of soul” that ic incident to
meetings of Masons, in or out of the
lodge, but we are not prepared t~ say,

a8 he does, that this is aLr. of Masonry.
If we did we should forget all we were
taught ut the Masonio altar, all we
have learned. from attendance in the
lodge-reom, all we have read concern-
ing the origin and history of the Craft. .
This is voo large a draft upon our for-
getfulness, and we cannot honor it.
No, Bre. Rockafellow, rather than
forget all this, we would call to your
remembrance the lessons of the first,
gecond and third degrees, as you
received them, as we received them,
and as every other Mason received
them, who was made in a lawfully-
warranted lodge. These lessons were
not idle words, but constitute an ir-
tegral and important part of Freema-
sonry, They were serious and solemn,
and cannot bs thrust aside as frivol-
ous and meaningless. If Bro. Kocka-
follow’'s views be correct, then a
tragedy must be turned into a farce,
and weighty words of solemn import
must be construed to mean just noth-
ing at all.

But how does Bro. Rockafellow ob-
trude his views upon his brethren?
How does he in practice say to them:
Freemesonry is not ‘‘a system of
morality veiled in allegory, and illus-
trated by symbol;” there is no morality
about it, or none to speak of? He
does it by his profanation of Divine
things—the name of God, the Holy
Bible, and the virtues taught therein.
He is a profsne swearer, a reviler of
the Grand Architect of the Universe,
o retailer of lascivious stories. He
breaks the laws of the Commonwealth
as well as of Masonry when he takes
the name of God in vain, and he
ought to know it. If{ he thought for
a moment he would know it. There
is no sadder sight than to witness one
who has professed & ¢‘trustin God,”
openly profame His sacred namae.
But why does he, and such as he, do
it? Becyuse they misapprehend the
true character of Masonry. To him,
and them, it is only &.social and con-
vivial organization, and its high and
holy lessons of morality go for nanght,
The twenty-four-inch gauge and gavel,



106

THE CANADIAN CRAFTSMAN.

the plumb, level and square, have no
meaning for him. We might imagine
him blind and deaf in their presence.
This ought not to be. No one has a
right to ignore or pervert the plain
and direct language employed by the
fraternity. This language is unmis-
takable in meaning, and personal to
himself, and he cannot possibly justi-
fy the misconstruction.

We would fain believe that the
brother who indulges in profanity
does so thoughtlessly, and not inten-
tionally. _ He is another St. Peter,
who denies his Master with an oath
when forgetful of himself; but to con-
tinue to be like St. Peter he must
eonfess his error, and aveid it in the
future. There is hope for improve-
ment in one who errs through mis-
take or forgetfulness, while he who
justifies his alleged error, and care-
lessly and intentionally continues it,
leaves no chance for improvement in
his case.

Let every Freemason thoughtfully
consider the lessons he has been
taught, and the promises he has made,
and whatever error he commits, let it
not be the radical one of asserting
that Freemasonry does not mean what
it says; that it pretends to be moral,
when, in reality, it fosters immorality;
and that it assumes to instil into the
1nitiate a respect for the Grand Archi-
tect of the Uuniverse, which he may
forget as soon as he has ceased to
hear the admonition addressed to him.
Freemasonry is earnest and honest,
in all of its teachings, and no brother
can make a greater mistake than to
assume the contrary.— Keystone.

CHANGES.

While the world is constantly pur-
suing its eternal round in obedience to
the laws of nature, and apparently
arrives at the same point this year as
it did the last, still we know that such
is not the fact, because then there
would be no procession of the equi.
noxes, and by a parity of reasoning
we see that, morally, the inhabitants

of our globe are gradually but almost
imperceptibly changing their ideas
and methods of life. So in our insti-
tution, & gradual change is taking
place, and generation by generation
we are getting into new ideas without
altogether losing sight of the old.
Take, for instance, the ritual as ad-
ministered in the last century, when
the whole three degrees of Symbolic
Masonry could be conferred in an
hour. We have so far improved on
that process that now it requires at
least an hour for each. Whether
this lengthening out is an improve-
ment is a question upon which, per-
sonally, we entertain an opinion of
the most adverse character, feeling
quite certain that we could eliminate
from the present ritual enough to re-
duece it almost, if not quite, to its
earlier proportions, and that, too, for
the benefit of the Craft, thus giving
the lodges more time for other mat-
ters than the mere rehearsal of the
words accepted as needful to the pre-
gentation of the several degrees. We
shall not, of course, undertake any
soch task, because during the little
while we have to stay we canuot
afford to incur any ununecessary
enmities; but we rejoice to know that,
by common consent, there is a tend-
eney to quit the nonsense of the monu-
ment representing Time standing
still and clipping the flowing locks of
a beautiful virgin, and we abide in
hope that by some Masonie precession
it may come about that many things
added to the original ritual by monitor
makers may be dropped into space
and left to shift for themselves. Any
brother familiar with the ritual and
with English literature, can find for
himself many quotations from authors
not born when the first ritual was in
force, and hence of no relation to
Freemasonry except as illustrating
the idea contained in the original
text.

Now, while we know that the tend-
ency is to enlarge rather than to re-
trench, and while we are perfectly
aware that the great majority believe
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the present form to be the only true,
gonuine, original Jacobs; while we
oanpot prevent the continuous motion
of the earth, still it seems to us that
wae might oall & halt on the ritual, and
23 comets are supposed to drop their
constituent parts into the air, to fall
here and there upon the planets
whose course may meet theirs, so it
would be well for us if we could shake
off our superduous words and let
them ifind their place in some other
part of the universe.

‘While we approve of close attention
%o the ritual while it remains as ab
present, we are none the less of opic-
ion that it is working harm to the
Craft and shuttivg off opportunity for
more healthful occupation, and we
most earnestly believe that if the
ritual were shortened by one-half and
the residus of time given io social
converse, the decadence of attendance
and membership would be arrested
and & new era of prosperity be inaug-
urated. Tnink it over, brethren.—
N. Y. Dispatch.

NEW LODGES.

‘We have been both interested and
amused in looking over the report of
& discussion in an Mastern Stats
touching the rights and privileges of
members of lodges under dispensa-
tion, and this is one of the cases
where the eternal dragging in of the
anoient landmarks is made to do duty
for common sense and the most
simple rules of justice and right.

Lodges U. D. are in no senss a
landmark, becanse they did not exist
until after the revival in 1717, and
do not obtsin under the mother
Grand ILodge, because there the
Grand Master ha's power to graut a
-fall warrant.

In considering the subject, there-
fore, it is necessary at the outset to
divest it of all the glamor of antiquity
and landmarks, becamse the lodge
created by letters of dispensation is,
in fact, conciderably less than a cen.
tury old, and we have personally as-

sisted in granting full or perpetual

warrants without any previous dis-
ponsation whatever.

Another very common error in con-
nection with such lodges is to speak
of them a8 the creatures of the Grand
Master, while the fact is that they are
the creatures of the regulations to
that effect made and provided; the
Grand Master simply exercises his
disoretion as to whether he will or
will not direct letters of dispeunsation
to issue. If his decision be favorable,
then all the circumstances attending
the formation must be in accordance
with the law, or otherwise it is rea-
sonably certain that no warrant would
follow, nor is any provision made in
any statute we have ever seen for the
exeroise of any act of disoretion by
the Grand Mastér in this respest.
Seeing that a lodge U. D. is not
created by the landmarks, it follows
that it is the result of special regula-
tions, and that its powers, and the
rights of its members must be déter-
mined by the written law. This dif-
fers in the various jurisdictions, buf
it is generally conceded that these
lodges are temporary; that they can-
not be represented in the Grand
Lodge; they cannot elect or install
cfficers, and the membershipof those
working them is in sbeyance in any
warrented lodge in which it may have
been at the time of signing the peti-
tion,

‘We have been induced to malke
these remarksin view of a lengthy
and cleverly written argument to the
contrary, going to show that even in
elementary matters it may be well
occasionally to iook up the true state
of the ease.—XN. Y. Dispatch.

GERMIANY.

A Masonic stndent writes to the
Lindon Freemason concerning the re-
cent disoussion which has been
evoked, concerning the LAlagonic Ox-
der in Germany, which presents some
new points for investigation :

In Germany, where the operative:
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orgavization of the ¢Steinmejzen™
wes at one time fully developed and
legally recognized, under Ywmperial
Charters and sanctions, there seems
to be no connection whatever between
the *“Bauhutten” and the Speoulative
Lodges.

All present German Freemasonry
comes from Englaud or Scotland,
mogt probably the former, and at the
begi ming of the Eighteenth Century
all n.digenous Freemasonry seems to
have died out, the **Steinmetzen Bau-
hutten” were either dormant or de-
cayed, silent or extinet, and thers
does not appear to be the slightest
trace historically of any Masonie
work, or life on an operative basis.

From the English Revival of 1717,
however, Germany seems to have

drawn its new form of Masonry, and | %,

all Masonic teaching and symboliem,
Ritnal and work,

I am aware that Brotker Findel, in
his ““History of Freemasonry,” claims
a Benediotine origin for a ceremonial
he states was in use among the Stein-
metzen Liodges, and ‘which certainly
very much resembles modern Mason-
ry. But the question has often been
asked, where did Brother Findel ob-
tain his authority? and the question
is still unanswered. I am aware of
no evidence of any actual “Stein-
metzen Ritual”’ which will bear inves-
tigation.

If this be so ag regards Germany,
the argument for continuityis greatly
weakened.

I believe that & German Brother
did publish, some years back, a sort
of sketoh of the Ritual of the ¢*Stein-
maetzen,” buf there was nothing Ma.
gonic in it, if I remember rightly.
There is & pamphlet relative to the
reception of

{

authority of Brother Findel, the eon-
nection and continuity of pre and
post 1717 Masonry in Germany is &
creation of the imagination rather
than of fact.

Iam not, however, sure that a™
available sources of information i
Germany are yof exbausted, oxr evenr
explored, but it has yet to be demon-
strated that there is any connection
ag between the *‘Steinmetzen” and
Speculative Masonry in Germany.
The same argument applies to
France.

MASONIC ITEMS.

There is one lodge in New York
that meets always in the afternoon,
and that is St. Cecil Liodge, No. 568,
having its rooms at No. 117 West
Twenty-third street, It is said fo
have always plenty of work on hand,
which it commences at 2.80 o’clock
p. m. It is reported also, that its
entertainment at refreshment is a
feature the members do not care to
miss.

A gensative and high-minded bro-
ther will never stoop to use unworthy
methods for obtaining Masonioc pre-
ferment. He will make no hargains;
he will enter into none of those large:
or lesser alliances sometimes formed
for the purpose of parceling out the
offices among a few men and their
favorites. He will prefer the humblest
station to any success which can only
come to him by the sacrifice of his
manly independence, or by the use of
those methods which are altogether
opposed to the genius of Masonry.

How many brethren there are who

“Maurer Gesellen,” | thoughtlessly use profane language

Mason Apprentices, pabliched at withont giving even & slight reflectioss
Hambarg, but there is cyually nothing | upon the fact that they are acting un-
Mesonic in it. If any curzespondent , Masonically. Profanity is prohibited
oan give me a clue to any such works , by all the rules of the Craft. Evem
or evidences I shall be ..eatly obliged, , on & brother's initiation he is told’
but so far as I have been able at pre- | that he should never mention the
sont to realize the German evidence | name of the Deity but with that rev-
on the subject, despite the high | erenca due from o creature to its

\
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Creator. In a number of Grand
Lodges vrofanity is & punishable
offense in Masonry, and while the
majority of those who use it admit
this to be ‘a fact, within a very few
minates they will again thoughtlessly
give utterance to profanity. Diseip-
line should be used as a check to this
ugeless un-Masonic habit.

There is no reason why any well
qualified brother may not cherish &
wish to secure the titles and places
of official rank and influence which
Masonry has to offer. If he has
studied the system, if he has been
faithfal in every position where he
had been placed in, if he is confident
of his ability to be largely useful to
the institution and his brethren, were
he called to an important office, or
given 1 more exalted rank, then, most
certainly, he is in no sense culpable
because he hassome naturalaspiration
for the place and the honor. Ambi-
tion of this sort, however, must be
resolutely held in check by other and
superior prineciples.

An interesting circulartothe Fratres
all over New York State is sent oat
by Columbian Commandery, No. 1,
stationed in New York, inviting all
who desire to make the pilgrimage to
San Francisco next Aungust o join,
leaving the metropolis August 7th,
passing westward through Chicago
and Salt Linke City. They have ar-
ranged to make the trip each way in
seven days, and with a stay of ten
days in Californis, will make an ex-
cursion from ocean to ocean and ra.
turn in twenty-four days, at an aggre-
gate expense of $250. It is well to
add, however, that the committes
offering these favorable terms, which
inclades sleepers, meals, hotels, etc.,
will issue railroad tickets good for
ninety days.

Psvsioar Derecrs. — The Grand
Lodze of Obio still iusists that candi-
dates for Mzsonry must be entirely
**withont blemish in bodily condition. |
They give a literal coustruetion to,

the reqniremerst of the Old Constitu-
iion, some pressing it to an applica-
tion beyond its original intention.
Thus, a8 the Editor of the Masonsc
Chronicle.takes oconsion to remark in
commenting upon the decision, a man
who has lost his front teeth, or bis
little toe, must be exoluded if the rule
be enforced that there shall be abso-
luts exemption from physical blemish:
He may be capable of learning and
practicing every part of every degree,
bat because of the slightest physical
disability he is to be rejected. Com-
mon sense does not seem to dictate
such a course, and we find nothing
in the landmarks of Masonry that
demands so rigid an application of
physical tests.~—Repository.

Tee Tyier.—A Roman poet has
said, in his terse style, ¢‘the 47 1s the
ornament of the house,” implying that
first impressicns are of the greatest
importence. This suggests that as
the Tyler is the first person the can-
didate sees when apgroaching the
lodge, so his first impressions of the
Order will be a good deal colored by
the appearance and behavior of that
official. If he is tobacco-stained,
ragged, foul-mouthed and foolish, he
should be put out of sight, that the
candidate may not see him. If his
apartment is dirty, degorated with
cobwebs, or s mere lnmber-room, it
shonld be cleaned and garnished ex-
pressly for that occasion. The first
man seen in & Masonic procession is
the Tyler. If he oarries the red nose
and wabbling gait of an intemperate
man, he should be suppressed, at least
for that day, and a more warthy
character substituted.

The Masonic Review says:—The
word **penny” is an unfortunate
treislation of the Greek dra. ima and
denarion, because to ninety-aine per-
sons out of a hundred the word
“penrny” suggests a copper covn. The
coin intended in the Scriptural pase-
sge refarred to. i8 & silver piece, weigh-
ing from 56 to 65 grains, and worth,
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ag silver, from 15.to 16 conts. The
betier plan would have been. to trans-
fer the word instead of translaiing.it.
This was done with many other words
to which there are no equivalents in
the Einglish lenguage. It may be ob-
jeoted to these statements that in
King James’ time, say about 1600,
the ‘‘penny” was a silver coin. That

may be, but it was not equivalent to’

the Roman denarius or the Greek
«drachma, and, therefore, it was not a
just translation. The use of the
“penny” in the Mark Master’s degree,
requires a silver coin, not copper. The
French jfranc or the American two-
tims piece comes pretty near the
denarius in value, and they might be
used with propriety. Anything rather
than the copper cent or English penny,
for by these the true lesson invoived
in the. parable of the husbandman is
lost, The wages of the Jewish labox-
er was good wages, especially when
ws consider that money had a pur-
chaging power in those days equal to
ten or twenty times greater than at
present. )
——eee

Tee Liooee oF Israen.—This lodge
i8 chartered to meet in Birmingham,
England, and, as its name implies,
was ereoted by Jewish brethren, for
the comfort of persens of their own
religious faith. 1Its first Master was
Bro. Michael Davis, whom many of
the Boston brethren will remember
as visiting Columbian lodge in June
last, and we are indebted to him for
& copy of its By-Laws, together with
other interesting papers recently re-
ceived. Jtis apparent that the gov-
ernment of this lodge is of very high
character, and that its entire work is
of the best quality. The charter is
an interesting document and cerefally
locates the lodge. The By-Laws are
full, and provide for careful manage-
ment. The fess throughout are bigh,
the annusl snbscription being thres
guinens; except thet Brethren living
more than twenty-five miles distant
pay one-helfthatsam, Tho brethrea
are.also required £o appene at stated

monthiy: meetings in foll evening
dress. One section in the By-laws
requires that “all banquets shall he
supplied with food preparad sccordiag
to the Jewish rites. The W. M. and
Stewards shall see that proper veggels
be provided, and that ‘Grage. after
Meal’ be said in Hebrew. *he Jowish
breltihren having their lhuads ungov-
ered.”

‘We call attention elsewhere to.a
statement taken from the Masonic
Review, Cincinnati, U. 8., relative to
s recent Roman Catholic divine on
Freemasonry. We say nothing about
the view of the Rev. Father Gibaud,
further than to remark that though
he no doubt fairly represents the
official Roman Catholic view of the
subject, there is sn uncficial view
which he does not attemipt to deal
witk. There are, a8 we know, a large
number of Roman Catholic Freswa-
gons in all Roman Catholic eountries,
and the liberal and erlightened of the -
Roman Oatholic clergy notoriously
take no cognizance of the fact. If
the fact of secresy be the point con-
demned and objected to by Father
Gibaud, we are curious to know what
he says about the Jesuit Association,
with its secresy, and its *signs,” and
its mysterious Fourth Degree. Con-
demned by one, an infallible head of
the Roman Catholic Chureh, as bane-
ful to religion and society, it has been
revived by another. But what we
apprehend Father Gibaud reelly
meant to say was this, that secresy
was objectionsble, snd 2 society
illegal, so long, but only so long, as
it was condemned by the Bishop of
Rome. These are foots and state-
ments worth noticing and remember-
ing, 8o we call attention to the extract
elsewhere.—London Freemason.

. The discovery at Hleusis of an in-
soription alluding to the imporjgtion
of the Eleusinian Mysteries in Eng-
land, suggests mony considerations
for Masonie students to-day. Thisis
anew find and a new fact, and may
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he an important factor as regerds the
history of Freemasonry up to the pre.
gent. Though it had.been .deemed

not improbable that the Romexs had.

introduced some mysteries of their
own into England, the geuneral ides
on the sabject was very hazy indeed.
‘Writers and students seemed to waver
botween the ceremonjes and customs
of the mysterious Colidei, or Culdees,
who were assumed tn come from the
East, and the ‘“aporreta’” or Druidio
Mysteries. But if the DIysteries of
Eleusis were aotunally practiced in
England during the Romsn oceupa-
tion, it is impossible to.say what traces
of them remained, or how they be.
came incorporated with the Guild
syetem and Hermetic societies. Asis
well known, many Masonic writers
bave lesnt to the Mysteries, have held
that in some form or other, accom-
modated or developed, traces of them
are to be found in Freemasonry, and
some have thought that the Druids
préserved a development of them in
their secret assemblies. Anyhow,
here is a nice little question for the
gurious and the antiquary, here is &
pretty «Crux” for Masonic students
to study and to solve. Bro. Gould,
in his recent work, alludes fo the
Mysteries in connection with the
“Compagnonage,” but all seems to be
tending, as we have ever held, to a
form of actual English organization,
théugh no doubt originally derived
from salien sources and far off lands.
—Landon Freemason.
—_——— ’

Q. It is often asserted in the press
that Washington visited lodges.during
the Revolutionary War. Have you
at hand any positive evidence of this?

A. Here is & letter from the cele-
brated Liaw-Professor Greenleaf,which
was read ab the Lexington, Ky., ses-
sion of the General Grand Chapterin
1858. This is as nearly conclusive a8
cen be desired:—

Caumrineg, Mass., }
June 24, 1852, |
Dzan Sz anvp CoxtpaNion,—You ore

alrecdy nwexe that during the war of
the Revolution there was a lodge of
Freemesons in the main army ozlled
Washington Lodge, ofy which my
father, the late Ceptain Moses Green.
leaf, of the 11th Massachusetts regi-
ment, -wag Muster. I have often
heard him mention the visits of the
Coemmander-in- Chief to,his lodge, and
the high gratification they afforded to
the officors and members, especially
as he came without ceremony as a
private brother. It has occurred to
me that the records of thet lodge ma>
be in existence, and that if so they
ougnt to be received and deposited for
safe kesping in the archives of the
Craft. Poermit me, therefore, to in-
vite your attention fo this subject, as
X know of uuomember of the fraturnity
whose position affords equal fo :ilities
for the soccomplishment of this desir-
able objeot.
Faithfolly yours,

" Snron GREENLEAF,

CANADIAN DMASONIC NEWS,

We again request Worshipfal Mas-
ters and Seoretaries of lodges and
other Masonic bodies, to send us the
Megonicnewsof their speoial losslities.

Officers of Vietoria Chapter, No.
87, G. BR. C., Port Hope: R.E.
Comp. C. Doebler, Z.; E. Comp. G.
B. Salter, H,; E. Comp. W. B, Wal-
lace, J.; Comps, P, Perry, Soribe E.;
B. Budge, Sorive N.; T. F. Janes,
Treas.; W. And-ew, P. S.; R. Dayell,
8. 8.; W. Thompson, J. S.; H. V.
Sanders, 0.; G. Beading, Jan.

Officars of Roberison Lodge, - No.
292, held at Nobleton, ingtalled
by W. Brother .Hugh Kennedy,
W. Brother Hugh Kennedy, W.
M.; Bros. E. G. Godfray, 8. W.; A.
Campbell, J. W.; J. Smelson, Trezas.;
John Robinzon, Seo.; Dr. Stophenson,
Chap.; W. J. Wright, S. D.; W. R.
Cspener, J. D,; W. F. Moore, §, B.;
J.- Fedder, J. S.; James Gherry, jr-»
Io G"; Ju Zeilinski) Tyl(")r. : .
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The Maeonic Fraternity thzouzh.
out the Dominion ard United States
should be on the look out for another
fraud wanting relief, who gives his
name as Joseph A. Martin, and claims
to hail from Elgin Liodge, No. 36,
Manchester, New Hampshire. He
appears to be a French Canadian, 28
to 80 years of age, 5 ft. 10 in, in
height, and about 160 Ibs.; dark,
swarthy complexion; shabbily dressed
in dark coat, grey tweed pants, strong
boots and round oap; says his wife
and all his Masonic papers are at
Troy, N. Y. A telegram sent to tke
Grand Secrotary of tho Stateof N. B.
by the Masonic Board of Relief, of
Ottawa, elicited the following reply:
“No such lodge in this State.” Pass
him around.

At a special convocation of Ninevah
Council, No. 12, R. and S. Masters,
the followingofficers were duly install-
ed by V.L M., E.H. Raymour, Grand
Master of Ceremonies of the Grand
Council, ably assisted by Ill. Comp.
Kirkland, as Grand Marshal: Luke
Slater, T. Ill. M.; S. Dubber, Dep. Ill.
M.; B. Doherty, P. C.; Thos. Stewaxt,
Prelate; N. W. Ford, Recorder; J.
Morse, Treasurer; E. Garver, M, of C.;
Wm. Lyttle, C. of C.; J. H. Kerr,
Steward; J, A. Bell, C. of G.; E. Climo,
Sentinel. After the meeting, the
council adjourned to the parlors of
T. Calver, and there enjoyed an hour
of the good things of life, with
speeches and songs, inremembrance of
a prosperous year just past.

The Masonis ball at Barrie, on the
8rd ult., was an immense success.
About nine p. m., M. W. Daniel Spry,
G. M., entered the room, accom-
panied by R. W. Bro. Hugh Murray,
Hamilton, Deputy G. M.; R. W. Bro.
Otto Klotz, Preston, P. D. D. M,; R.
W. Bro. J. J. Mason, Hsamilton,
Granad Secretary; V. W. Bro. R. King,
st., P. &. S.; V. W. Bro. C. L. San-
ders, Barrie, Grand Pursuivant; V.W.
Bro. C. W. Brown, Toreato, Asst, G.
Organist; W. Bro. E. B. Sanders and
Bro. W. B, Sanders, Stayner; W. Bro.

'W. Harvey and Bro. D. E. Brown,
Orillia; W. Bro. H. Frazer, Graven-
hurst; W. Bro. Lindsay, Collingwood;.
and about seventy brethren, clothed
in fall Masonic regalia. On the pro-
cession arriving at the head of the
hall the brethren, under the direction
of Bro. Fred. Wilmott, Director of
Ceremonies, opened out, and the
Grand Officers marched thrcugh the
columns and ascended the platform,
when the chairman, V. W. Bro. King,
sr., extended to them & hearty recep-
tion, and expressed his gratification
at meeting so many members of Grand
Lodge in Barrie. It was particularly
gratifying to the Craft to meet them
on this occasion, and he trusted they
would all be pleased with their first
official visit to this part of the juris.
diction of Grand Lodge. After the
grand honors had been given in &
manner peculiar to the Craft, the
Grand Master acknowledged the
greeting in suitable terms. The
rooms were beautifully decorated and
dancing kept up without intermission
till the ¢ wee sma' hours.” The
dressesof the fair sex were pronounced
perfeotion.

A real blessing is the Livermore Stylo-
graphic Pen. It is the neatest writing in-
strument we have ever seen for the desk and
the pocket, and uses any common iak, hold-
ing enough to write several days without re~
filling. It combines all the readiness of a
lead pencil, and the durability of any pen.
For speed and legibility it is marvelous.
There is no stopping to dip for ink when &
word is half written. The entire material of
the pen is non-corrosive. When it is not in
use it may be closed up and laid away, or
carried in the pocket for weeks, it being per-
fectly air-tight, and then in & moment put to
work. In writing it does the next thing to
thinking. Any person who has writing to do
will do himself a never-forgotten favor to get
one at first sight.  Z'ry it and e convinced—
Editor Religious Telescopc, Dayton, Ohio.

You can buy one of these famous pens by
remitting $2 to Louis E. Dunlap, Manager
Stylographic Pen Co, 290 Washington street,
Boston, Mass. The pen, together with &
package of superior ink, will be sent by re.
turn mail. The Stylographic Pen Co. have
recently made great improvements in their
pen, and have also reduced the price from $3
to 2.
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e Guuntliom Genfismun,
Port Hope, April 15, 1888,
ENGLISH LODGES IN MONTREAL.

Last month we expressed our views
very olearly and pointedly upon the
notion of the English Tiodges in Mon-
troal that threw open wide their por-
tals to the rejected material of Ontario
and Quebeo Lodges. 'We are glad to
find, from a mass of eorrespondenca
upon the subject, that the Craft in
both Proviness endorse those senti-
ments, and, judging from the tone of it,
the representative men in the Grand
Tiodge of Canada are prepared to sup-
port their Grand Master, not only in
the steps he has taken, but in a still
wmore determined course, if he finds it
necessary to resort to other and more
decided proceedings. Itis deeply to
be regretted that the Grand Lodge of
England will tolerate such astion,
which, if persisted in, renders the
investigation of character unnéces-
sary, the ballot box useless, the black-
ball of no avail.

We appeal to the English Masonic
press to support us in this protest
against a system that will flood Ma-
sonry, if not checked, and checked at
ones, with the mercenary, the idle, per-
haps, the refuse of the population.
‘Whatis to preventit? If St. George's
Yicdge must be sustained in this
country for the glorification of the
Grend Lodge of England, contrary
to the wishes of the Masons
of the Dominion, at least let the
Grand Lodge of England insist upon
her regarding the ordinary courtesy
due from one lodge of brethren to
another. It will be alasting disgrace
to the Grand Lodge, whose throne is

ocoupied by the Heir Apparent to the
Crown, and who expects one day to
be King of Canada, to attempt to
force on the thirty thousand Frece
masons of this Dominion so-called
Merons, whose character might ex.
clude them from any decent Society.
We say, we appeal to tho English
Masounic press to support us in thig
protest. i

In this country our Grand Lodges
have endeavored to raisa the tone and
elevate the standard of Freemasonry,
and now our efforts are to be paralyz-
ed by these lodges in Montreal that
have no part or parcel with us, who
openly defy our lews and wilfully
violate our Constitution. We asgk the
Masons of England if this is Masonry?
Surely, they should be as anxious to
keop the lodge-room pure and sancti-
fied as we are, but fhey must know,
and do know, that if the system of
encouraging the reception of rejected
material prevails, it will be impossible
to do so. Ordinary courtesy, thaf
courtesy which the stranger extends
to his companion for the time being,
would prevent an act such as that
committed by the men ealling them-
selves Masons in their English lodges
at Montreal. What name gan we
apply to it, when we remember it has
been wilfully, defiantly and repeatedly
dove for & paltry fee of twenty or
twenty five dollars?

It is & glorious opportunity for those
opposed to us to note our unanimity
of feeling, our brotherly love, our
uprightness of purpose, our unity of
action. Well may we turn from the
subject with loathing and disgast,
and exclaim, “Save -us from our
friends.” Here wo are laboring in
the cause of humanity, devoting our
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lives to the interests of the fraternity,
and we find wolves in sheep’s oloth-
ing have eutered our fold ready to
open the door to their voracious friends
that are howling and olamoring for
the death and destruction of our own.
lamhs within, Oh! it is enough to
disgust any one with our Brother-
hood to think that we have in our
fraternity those so devoid of honor,
go lacking in principle, so bereft of
manhood; and yet it is evident by the
sc'ions of the English so-called Masonie
lodges in Montreal that there are such.
The Grand Master and the Grand
Lodge of Canada cannot much longer
suffer such & state of affairs to exist.

THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY
IN TEMPLARY,

Our fratres in the great Republic
are still discussing, through their re-
ports on Foreign Correspondence, the
all-important question of the neces
sity or otherwise for a belief in the
doctrine of the Holy and Indivisible
Trinity in Unity on the part of the
neophyte for the mysteries of this
exalted and chivalric order. Penn-
sylvania alone, of all the States, holds
the dogma as imperative. True to
her Conservative principles, she fails
to understand how a soldier of the
cross can divide his God, ecasting
aside one part and yet claim to be-
lieve in him who died on Calvary's
Mount. The learned Carson, of
Ohio, however, has defended the faith
of his fathers with that adility and
energy which ever characterizes all
his writings, and has ably seconded
the beloved Great Prior of Canada,
Col. MacLieod Moore, whose writings
and statements upon this subject

have certainly attracted more atten- l

tion to the subject and carried morp
weoight with them than any other
suthority with which we ave ac-
quainted.

The question is one of serious im-
port, and franght with vital copra-
quences. If the Knight Templar does
not uphold the teachings of the Ged-
man, what is he? In our mind such
an anomaly is aimost incomprehen-
sible. A soldier of Christ denying
the teachings of the Saviour. The
idea to us places Templary and Temp-
lars in a false, in an unenvious posi-
tion. To repeat apparently with
reverence the Apostles’ Creed, to openr
or close their ceremonies in the name
of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
&nd then openly deny the divinity of
the Third Person in the holy and in-
divisible - Trinity is very closely ap-
proaching to a species of blasphemy.

How, when or where this heterodox
opinion first arose, is perhaps diffi.
cult to ascertain. We can prove by
Webb, who really inaungurated the
present system of American Tem-
plarism, taking it to a great extent
from the Cerneau Supreme Grand
Council of the Scottish Rite, that in
his day the belief in the dogms of the
Trinity was as much a prerequisite
to the Templar grades as an acknow-
ledgment of the Deity is in the Ma.
sonic degrees; yet now we find men
like the able Drummond, of Maine,
shirking the question by a system of
sophistry unworthy of so great a
mind as he possesses, M'Clenachan
has clearly shown that it was the
basis of the Templar belief in former
times, and we would ask by what
right, power, or authority it has been
changed? .

No Freemeason who does not ac-
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‘knowledge that dootrine is forced to
-enter the Templar ranks, but if he
does let him be consistent. To rob
the Order of its chief corner-stone is
‘to destroy the whole symmetry of its
guperstructure. If we strike out the
third person of the Godhead we are
foroed-to-conclude that the soldier of
Calvary's Cross is & believer in a
spacies of dual-God. We feel confi-
dent that tha vast majority of the
American Sir Xnights, who have vol-
unterily taken upon themselves such
solemn vows, such holy obligations,
would shudder with horror at such a
creed, and yet it is this and no other
into which the Drummond school
would leave the thirty thousand
swords of Christ in our neighboring
country. We believe, with the learn-
ed Great Prior of Canada, that a
Templary without a firm belief in the
doctrine of the Holy and Indivisible
Triniby in Unity is 88 much an an-
omaly as the Masonry of the Grand
Orient of France, that accepts the
neophyte who scoffs at the idea of &
God.

American and Canadian lodges
have no further use for tie ballot box
since blackballed candidates have
-only to go to Montreal, pay their
fees, and take their degrees in the
English warranted lodges. And the
Voice of Masonry would say “This is
‘right.”

Last month in oar report of Coeur
de Lion Preceptory, London, our typo
made us speak of tus Past Em. Pre-
ceptor as Sir Knight Tulton. We
hops Dr. Sutton will give a double
-dose of pills to that youth, if ever he
-gets him under his watchfal oare.

ALMOST MIRACULOUS,

At last & Grand Master from the
Dominior of Canada nas visited Eng-
land and has had the courage to tell
the brethren of that Grand East g
little of trath as to the necessity of
forming dotual Grand Lodges in our
several Provinces !

At the recent Annual Festival of
the Royal Masonic Benevolent Insti-
tution, at Freemasons' Tavern, Gen.
Brownrigg, C. B., Provincial Grand
Master of Surrey, presided, and after
the usual preliminary toasts, the gal-
lant General said:—“In proposing
the next toast, I have to make some
few observations. We have had an
omission on this occasion, which I
will ask you to correct. We have
omitted ‘The Sister Grand Lodges of
the World.'" We have on this ocea-
sion & very distinguished brother, sit-
ting on my loft. He is not & Provin-
cial Grand Master; but there he is
before you, & living Grand Master in
his own right—General Laurie, the
Grand Master of Nova Scotia. It is
very seldom when we are able to have
in our society an actual Grand Mastez
excepting our own, and I am quite
sure I am speaking the sentiments of
you all when I say we give him the
heartiest welcome. We are always
glad to see those who hail from other
lodges. We always meet, when we
visit any of our colonies, with the
greatest warmih from our brother
Freomagons, and we are glad to ra-
tarn it. I ask you to drink ‘the
health of General Laurie, the Grand
Master of Nova Scotia, and the Sister
Grand Lodges all over thé world.” "

General Laurie in replying, said:
«Right Worshipful Sir end Brethren,
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in referring to the toast which has
been given with such grace from the
chair,—The Sister Grand Lodges,’
I may say it at present naturally sug-
gests the sister Grand Lodges of Eng-
lish speaking people, because they,
after all, are those which most striotly
practice Craft Masonry as we under-
stand it. The questions may arise,
Sir, why there should be any sister
Grand Lodges? why we should not
be under the time-worn banner of the
old Grand Todge of England? (Hear,
hear.) But, Sir, the question an-
swers itself to a large extent. We
have the Grand Lodge of Scotland,
we have the Grand Lodge of Ireland,
and you must recollest that when
your Grand Lodge chartered lodges
in the Colonies, they looked upon
those Colonies as unoccupied terri-
tory, and we had lodges working
under charters from Eaogland, Scot-
Iand, and Ireland in the same towns.
Now, that of itself would cause an
immense deal of coifasion. I shall
not touch upon the question which
explains itself as to why our cousing
in the American States naturally
formed their own Grand Liodges when
they declared their political independ-
ence; that was patural, and we will
not go into it. But in the crse of
the Colonies, I think I have explained
it to you to a certain extent when I
say it caused terrible confusion, and
worse than confusion, when we had
lodges working under the different
Constitutions and ander different re-
gulations in. the same town, and it
did not conduce to that brotherly
lovc that should always prevail among
Masons. When the matter was firsi
put before your Grand Liodge, [when,
pray? Ep. Crarrsuan.] particularly

the Grand Master, (?) and your
Board of General Parposes, §(?) and
your Grand Lodge (sic), they saw the
force of the arguments advanced, and
it was oonsidered advisable to recom-
mend (sic) that we should form sepa-
rate Grand Lodges, [concurrent juris-
diotion Grand Lodges? Ep. Crarrs-
uaN] and oarry on the re-organization
of the work of Masonry in our own
loculity, and under our own authority.
I think, Sir, that Masonry has not
suffered by this, I can assure you
that the sentiments entertained to-
wards the old Mother Grand Lodges
were quite as warm as they were in
the days when we were a Provincial
Grand Liodge.” (Cheers).

PR

EDITORIAL NOTES,

It is well to remember that rebellion
against lawful Masonic authority in
this Province has been fostered by
old count.y made Masons, who were
amongst the first to support the spur-
ious so-cslled Grand Liodge of On-
tario.

Cmrvarric Honors.—Sir Knight
John H. Graham, P. G. M. of Que-
bec, and P. G. Treasurer of the Great
Priory K. T. of the Dominion of Can-
ada, has been elected an honorary
member of Burlington Commandery,
No. 2, K. T., Vt. R., City of Burling-
ton, Vermont, U. 8. A., with the rank
and konors of & Past Eminent Com.
mander.

We regret to learn that our friend,
R. W. Bro. L. H. Henderson, of
Belleville, has been ill for some time,
but at the same time are glad to know
that he is now hetter. Our sympa-
thies are also extended to M. W. Bro.
'W. C. Clarke, Ph. D., LL. D., who is
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till confined to his room. We join
with his numerous friends in hoping
that the fine weather of Spring will
yrove beneficial to him.

R. 1ll. Bro. Theo. H. Tebbs, 88°,
95° 90°, P. G. Sen. Warden of the
Sovereign Sanctuary of Canada,
sailed for Kurope on the 22nd ult.,
and duaring his tour proposes to visit
the Soversign Sanctuaries of Eng-
land, Italy, Rowmania, and Egypt.
He also takes with him special let-
ters of coredence to M. Ill. Bro. Dr.
Girault, 88°, 90°, Supreme Conserva-
teur General of the Oriental Rite of
Mizraim for France.

‘We congratulate M. W. Bro. Robt.
Ramsay, Substitute Grand Master
Gen. of the Sov. Sanctuary of Can-
ada, upon being appointed Grand
Repregentative of the Sov. Sanctuary
of Great Britain and Ireland near the
Sov. Sanctuary of the Dominion. No
brother has labored more strenuously
for the advancement of this Rite than
our Orillia friend, and now that the
orgenization is on so sound and safe
& basis, it is only right he should re.
ceive a share of the honors.

We are gratified to learn that M.
Il. Bro. C. Morion, Sov. G. Mas.
Gen. of the Sov. Sanctuary of Rou-
manisa, Bulgaria and Turkey, having
been apprised by M.Ill Bro. G. B.
Pessina, G. Heirophant of the Su-
preme Mother Power of the World, of
his recognition of M. W. Bro. W. B,
Low as Grand Master of the Oriental
Rite of Mizraim, for the United
States of America, has also extended
recognition to the Supreme organiza.
tion over which he presides, and de-

sires an exchange of Grand Repre-
sentatives. M. W. Bro. Low has
acquiesced in the reycest, and nomi-
nated IlI. Bro. Major Jeremish
Vintilla, 88°, 95°, 90°, to that import-
ant position. It is gre’ifying to note
how harmoniously these exalted Rites
of Masonry are progressing, both on
this continent and in Earope.

A distinguished Mason from York,
England, in reply to a letter of ours,
in which we told him how the Eng-
lish Lodges in Montreal paid no res-
peot to territorial juriediotion, end
constantly "acoepted the <¢rejected
material” of other lodges, say: . *““What
you tell me about the English war-
ranted lodges in Montreal alters the
aspect of affairs considerably. It is
a monstrous thing for lodges to bo
under an independent authority, an-
less at the same time they work in
harmony with those in the surround-
ing jurisdiotion.” We think the
Keystone will see the force of its tal-
ented contributor’s views upon this
question, and admit that it is hardly
Masonic to make Masons out of the
blaockballed profane of Ontaric and
Quebee. This thing has gons on for
twenty-seven years, and now it must
be stopped, and Grand Master Spry,
we hope, intends todo if.

¢ UNIVERSALISM AGAINST ITSELr” is
the title of an old bonk re-printed.
Its aunthor is A. Wilford Hall, Ph. D.,
editor of Wilford’s Microcosm. The
book was written in the days when
the controversy between orthodoxy
and Universalism waxed hot, and is,
wa should judge, a fair sample alike
of the arguments of the Universaliss .
of helf & century ago, and of the
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answers by which his opponents
sought to refute his positions. We
have some doubt as to whether the
Uaiversalist of to-day would consent
to employ the arguments which Dr.
Hall seeks to meet in his admirably
printed volume. The old-fashioned
Universalist, who seemed to believe
that sin and holiness were equal so
far as their effeci npon future destiny
is concerned, is not frequently met
with in the -esent year of grace. In
Universalist circles you may now
hear the advantages of fidelity to
truth, morslity, purity, and love for
God and man, as earnestly insisted
upen as from the most orthodox pul-
pits. Perhaps, also, orthodoxy has
softened some of its old expressions
and beliefs. At any rate the battle
ground is not the battle ground of
Dr. Hall’s youth., Still the book will
merit careful study for its own sake.
Tis value as an oxegesis of many per-
plexing scriptures is not to be under-
rated, while the addition of the
treatises on the “Immortality of the
Soul,” and “Does Death end all?”
gives a greater attractiveness to this
volume than it would otherwise pos-
gess. Hall Co. of New York, are the
publishers. The volume contains a
well executed portrait of the author.

We call attention to a review of
Bro. Graham's address elsewhere,
which, unfortunately, is far too long
for our columns. Though we donot
agree with M. W. Bro. Graham ia
his exposition of Masonic law as re-
gards the English lodges, and have
said so openly and manfully, and we
hope courteously and Masonically,
we heave never failed to do justice to
Bro. Graham's great abilities and

faithful services to his own Body;,.
and though we have thought his

arguments based on unsafe and per--
ilous grounds, yet we could not but

admit he had 1 perfect right to his

own clear views on the subject. He

has fought his battle with undoubted
pluck and skill, and we feel strongly

that in his resignation of his high

office, the Grand Lodge of Quebec-
loses & very devoted and sagacious

raler. He has been re-clected for
nine years, and now bids his brethren

farewell in very touching words,

which we reproduce elsewhere..
Though we think onr distinguished
brother has been a little too vehement

on behalf of his own Grand Lodge,

perhaps, did we live in Quebec, we

might, imbued with the spivit of loeal-
and natiozal patriotism, take up his

ardent contention. As it is, practi-

cally, we consider the question settled

in England. The ‘“efflux of time,”

as our Grand Secretary well pointed

out, will probably smooth away all

existing differences. As Bro. Gra-
ham well knows, Time, as the old

Latin adage not only “omnia mons

trat,” but as we know in private life,

“hesls even the deepest wounds.”

We are rejoiced to note that Bro.

Graham's last official words are wise

and kindly words of patience and con-

ociliation. The English Grand Lodge-
has the most fraternal and affection-

ate feelings for its Canadian brethren,

but it has certain principles of teach--
ing and duty which it could not de-

part from withont lusing its own

gelf-respect, and the kindly sympathy

and living confidence of contemporary

Freemasonry.—London I'reemason.

D e
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Goxvegpondence,

?n do not hold ourselves responardle for the opinions
of our Correspondents.

Guewrrs, 18 March, 18883.

R.W. Bro. Traves, P.D.D.G.M.,
Editor Canadian ORAFTSMAN.

DEear Sir avp R.W. Bro, :—

‘Will you kindly allow me space for
o few words concerning the ciroular
lctaly issued by me in reference to
founding a Freemasons’ School ?

I have received communbications
from several lodges, in two of which
resolutions have been passed, to the
effect that the lodges would be pleased
to contribute to such a scheme when
required to do so.

This is not the object aimed at by
me, nor is it, I think, suggested by
my circular; for the, to my mind,
very sufficient reason, that but few
lodges are in a position to subacribe
anything out of the lodge funds, most
of them having as muoch as they can
do to meet current expenses, and the
calls made upon them for local relief.

My appeal is made through the
lodges, to the bretbren, individually,
believing, as I have reason to do from
my own experience, that if tho ques-
fion is fairiy laid before them, they
will almost without exception, gladly
contribute what they can to so worthy
& purpose.

The action taken in Guelph Lodge
on the subject, was this: The circular
was read in open lodgs by the Secre-
tary, it was then seconded and carried
that the Seoretary be empowered to
zeceive the signatures of those who
were willing to subscribe.

The meeting was, as it heppened, a
very small one; but several brethren
came forward as <oon as the lodge was
¢losed, and put down their names for
& dollar each. I did not press the
matter then, as others were anxious
to get home; but since then, as our
Seoretary has just entered upon

; daties which occupy his whole time
and attention, I have called upon,
or seen thirty-one of the for y-five

members of our ludge, who reside in
or. naar the city. Of these, twenty-
eight subscribed most willingly, ex-
prossing their approval of the scheme,
and the hope that it would prove sue-
cessful, whilv the other three—one is
just leaving for the United Statos—
and tho other two said they did not
approve, and would not subsoribe af
present.

It was suggested to me, in one or
two instances, however, that it would
have besn better for the scheme to
emanate from Grand Lodge; or, in
other words, that if it had done so it
would have a better prospect of sue-
cess; and, in fact, my own idea was,
at one time, to endeavor to aseertain
how many of the brethren in this
towr. would pe willing to subsaribe,
and then to petition Grand Lodge to
this effect. I ocan promise that of
the two handred members of Guelph
lodges, so many will give a dollar a
year for five years for the purpose of
founding a school for Freemasons’
orphans. Will you not take measures
to ascertain how many will do so
throughout the jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge ?

I wes about to commence a. canvass
for this purpose, when it ocourred to
me: Why should I not endeavor to
find out what support such & scheme
will receive from the brethren at
large ? If I can do so, it will save 2
year’s time, which is of great impor-
tance, and enable the Grand Lodge,
if it be considered advisable, to take
some immediate aotion at its meating
in July. For this purpose I issued
the cirgulars; and I had the subsorip-
tion lists prepared, in order to give as
little trouble as possible to the secre-
taries of. the various lodges.

I cannot see that in doing this I
enorosch in any way upon the privi-
leges of that Worshipfal Body; as in
effect, I simply, as » humble member
of the Craft, ask the brethren individ-
uelly whether they will contribute to
such a scheme, if the Grand Liodge,
atb its next aunual mesting sees proper
to carry it out. For of ecurse, no
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one is expeoted to pay his‘subscription

until some action has been taken by

Grand Lodge.

I cannot conclude without appeal-
ing through your columns to the seo-
votaries of the lodgzes, to spere o little
of their time in order to visit as many
of the members as they possibly can,
and from my own ezperience, I feel
sure that they will be surprised at the
readiness with which the brethren
will promise their subsoriptions. Or
should the secretary, as in the case in
our own lodge, be so situated that he
cannot possibly spdre the necessary
time, doubtless some brother, with the
honors and welfare of the Craft at
heart, will come to his assistance and
aid him in procuring as many sub-
goriptions as possible, before the re-
twns are sent to me.

Thanking you R.W. Sir for allow-
ing me so much of your valuable
space, 1 remain,

Yours fraternally,
H. Hazwoop.

P. S.—Through a misapprehension
I asked that returns be sentme by
the end of April. Kindly permit me
to add that if they are sent by the
end of May, I will have plenty of time
10 prepare the necessary statement
for Grand Lodge.

UNATFILIATION.

I notice with much satisfaction
that the question of unsffiliation is
engaging the sericus attention of
some of our most talented writers.
It may seem superflucus for me to
revert to a question that has been
~ >rn thread-bare by masonie ¥riters,
but on the principle that wise men
gometimes err, and en of more
humble positions may perhaps see
and point out their errors, I exzcuss
myself for intruding on & subject with
& theory, that although, to me, it
seems rationsl, will, I fear, appear to
others as ridiculous. °

The first and original cause of so
many unaffiliated Mascns, I believe,

Grand Lodges. We have many more
subordinate lodges than are really re-
quired to answer the wants of the
oraft, and yet if the requisite num-
ber of names can be obtained in any
locality & charter can generally be
procured for a new lodge, whather it
18 aotually required or mnot, and in
many cases the lodges spring up from
a few members who have become dis-
satisfied with their own lodge for
some trival cause; perhaps becauss
some friend has been rejeoted, or
mayhap they were not elected to fill
some covet<d office which in their
selfishness they imagined they were
entitled to, and many other little oc-
currencss, which are quite unmasonio,

Poor material is what degenerates
Freemasonry, and as long as lodges
are formed on the above principles
they build their very foundation of
poor material, but as something must
be constructed on this foundation,
they will continue to add the same
class of material to it. It does nof
matter whether & man possesses any
of the requisite qualities that are
necessary to make a Mason,- so long
as he is a good fellow and possesses
the coveted shelkels.

Heo may be almost solely lacking
the proper qualifications. It matters
not; the lodge is 8o situated that its
finances mast be replenished for the
next banquet, pic-nic or esecarsion,
or perhaps some needless articles of
furniture are to be added, and as o
consequence many members of the
fraternity even invite their friends to
joir, and yet they come ¢‘unbiassed
by the improper solicitations of
friends.”

Of cousse all preliminaries as re-
guired by the constitution are gome
through with, but nineteen times ouf
of twenty the applicant is ¢clear;”
but when an application is mede by
one who would be of real benefit to
the order, he is many times rejected.
I could cite o case where ihe dissatis-
fied faction of a lodge received & oari-
er for a second lodge and by =2

is traceable to the very doors of our | thorough canvass of their jurisdiction
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built up & lodge membership, only to
commende ‘*weeding out” as soon as
they had secared the lucre. The
weeding out process might be well
enough if it was thoroughly done,
but, as a rule, it never is, and this
onse was no exception to the rule.
The result is, that in that locality
magonry is almost a thing of the
past, the genuine spirit being ext net,
and unaffiliated masons, or worse,
being as numerous a&s Solomon’s
wives,

This is only one sxample. How
many similar ceses might be found.
The happy-go-easy fellows are gener-
ally found occupying the principle
offices, without any regard to their
capabilities, many times mnot pousted
in their rituals and never bothering
their brains to exemplify masonry.
Then, if the officers are not posted,
what can we expect from the mem-
bexrs? They go about with pins and
ringg covered with emblems that they
do not understand themselves, but it
shows to the outside world that they
are brothers of the mystic tie, and
virtually they have no more right to
weer them than the profane. Our
old and well-tried brothers see this:
they see that the neophyte is just
what the word implies; & convert,
and nof a person who comes of his
own free will and accord. They see
the oldest and most honorable insfi-
tation on the face of the globe fslling
$o pieces. They find it i8 fast losing
its reputation as a society of brother-
ly love, relief and truth, and assum-
ing another form, and not wishing to
mingle with such society &8 is grada-
ally forcing itself upon us, they, one
by one, drop off, and out of respect
to those that are still {rue to their
teachings, make no complaints.

The only way to stamp out this
evil is for Grand Lodges to appoint a
Grand Liectarer or some official whose
duties and powers shall be such ss in
the minds of the committes on the
state of masonry shall be requisite to
obviate this great evil. The eund can
never be attained through the District

Deputies, for reasons known and ap.
perent to the whole fraternity.

Prusron, 28th March, 1883.
To the Editor of THE CRAFTSMAN.

R. W. S axp BroTHER,—In your issue
ot the 15th March, 1883, yon give an edi-
torial inscribed *The Question of the
Hour,”" whersin you, bring three separate
indictments ageinst the Grand Lodge of
Caneda: the one for acoepting from the
QGrand Lodge of England a condifional re-
cognition, the second for opposing the form-
ation of the Grand Lodge of Quebec, and
the third for not supportin  the Grand
Lodg.? of Quebeo in her efforts to uphold
ber dignity and maintain her sorareignty;
anl in so doing you make use .f expres-
sions which I do not consider 5. warranted
by fasts.

You speak of an unconstitutionsl treaty;
you acouse the Grand Lodge of Ceneda of
having sold. her birthright of exclusive
sovereignty for ‘-2 mess of pottage,” thrown
to her from the banquet halls of the moth-
er country.

Pray will you enlighten me and your
readers under which Consiitution treaties
are framed?

I shall also be obliged to be informed by
you upon what ground you draw an apal-
ogy between the Grand Liodge of Canada
and that black and hairy progenitor of the
Edomites, who while on thepoint of starv-
ing, sold his birthright to his younger bro-
ther for “bread and pottage of lentiles.”

And I ask permission to add the further
question: What were the component parts
of that “mess of pottage” which the Grand
Lodge of England threw from her banquet
halls, across the Atlantic, to the Grand
Lodge of Canada?

Being & member of the Grand Liodge of
Ceneds, and as such, one of thet body in-
dicted and acciised by you, I feel that 1
am justified i asking and receiving the
degired information. And I feel the more
anxious for the same since I heve taken a
deep intersst in the affairs of the Grand
Lodge of Cancda since its formation, and
claim to be conversant with her history
and priocipal acts from her birth to the
present time; and while I have not always
been able to endorse or approve of every
one of her acts, as for inctance her persiet-
ent refusel to allow the Quebeo brethren to
part in peacs and form a Grand Lodge of
theix own, I heve never yet found her en-
titied to such charges and saccusations as
you hesap upon her.

You commencs your article by a.sentence
which compares rather strangely with the
last words in the first parsgraph. You
say, “For over quarter of & century the

121
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Grand Lodge of Canade has suifered its I land, and the whole then Province of Can-
merited punishment in having accepted | ada (and now Quebec and Ontariv), was
conditional recognition from the mother , recognized by the Grand Lodge of England
Grand Lodges of Great Britain and Ire., as the territory of the Grand Lodge of
land,” and at the close of that paragraph ‘C&nada. But the claimu of the Grand
you sey of the Grand Lodge of Canada, , Lodge cf Englund of jurisdiction over thoss
“and now she receives her own reward.” | of her lodges who had signified their desire
It appears to me that if, as you say, the ; to retain their attachment to England was
Grand Lodge of Canada has for over quar- | based upon the same principle upon which
ter of a century suffered its merited punish ' the Grand Lodge of Canada had songht to
ment, the assertion that she now receiyes ' justify her separation from England. It
her own reward is a contradiction. But | wasthis: In theletterof Grand Secretary
whether a slip of the pen, and intended to , Harris, the Grand Lodge of Canada com-
be construed differently, is of little im.  pares her position o that of the success
portance cumpared to the unmistakable , and well-being of & son, who baving arrived
meaning that the Grand Lodge of Canadu , at years of maturity, and having to seek

committed a gross wrong, an unlawiul act, '
by her consent to a conditional recogmition,
and that whatever she. afterwards suffered !
in consequence thereof was & well merited
punishment.

Is this broad assertion warranted by
facts? Isthat what our Lighly esteemed
and lamented Brother Grand Master |
Wilson did in the interest of peace, har-
mony and good will, in the true spirit and
apon the acknowledged principles of Free-
masonry, upon principles older than the
oldest Grana Lodge, and endorsed, rejoiced
in by the whole Grand Lodge of Canada,
i. e., the basis upon which that recognition
wes to be granted, to be stigmatized as a

gross wrong or an unlawfal act, meriting
punishment?

Let us bnefly review the correspondence |
between the,Grand Lodge of Canada sund i
the Grand Todge of England which re-
ix;xlted in a recogunition of the former by the I

tter.

his fortunes in & foreign country had,
naturally and necessarily, to assume the
management of his own affairs, and had
done so without abating in the slightest
degree his filial love and respect for his
parent. The Grand Lodge of England,
while fully recognizing the principle enun-
ciated by the Grand Lodge of Canada, and
the satisfaction which an affectionate par-
ent would derive from such a well-doing
son, claimed that in the same way that
affectionate parent would derive satisfec-
tion in assisting and protecting another
son who was anxious to remain with him,
nor sught that parent to compel him to
quit his household while he was desirous
of remaining in it. Now, here we have a
very sensible reason, founded apon & logical
deduction, why the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land made that proviso regarding her
lodges that desired to continue their at-
tachment.

The next letter is dated 9th February,

In a letter of 13th November, 1858, Thos. , 1859, written by Grand Master Wilson to
B. Harris, Grand Secretary of the Grapd | the Earl of Zetland, G. M. of the Grand
Lodge of Canada, writes by order of the | Lodge of England. In this letter G, 3.
Grand Lodge to the Grand Secretary of | Wilson, after explaining the misunder-
the Grand Lodge of England, stating te , standing in respect to Canada West, says
particulars under which the Grind Lodge | as follows: I have ever held, and frequent-
of Canada had been formed, and asking | ly expressed the opinion, that any subordinate
recognition lodges preferring to continue under their Zng-

On the 16th Deccember, 1838, the Grand | iish Warrants had a perfect and undoubted
Becretary of the Grand Lodge of England | right to do so, and were entitled not only to a
raplies on behalf of his Grand Lodge, and | recognition from us, but to all Masonic privie
acknowledges recognition of the Grand , leges. These would have been cheerfully con-
Lodge of Canada for the Province of Can- | ceded—but beyond this we cannot go.” Inthe
eda West, reserving, however, for the | reply thereto by the Earl of Zetland, dated
Grand Lodge of England, jurisdiction over | 23rd March, 1859, that nobleman in & most
the Districts of Quebec, Montreal, New , fraternal spirit readily consents to the jur-
Bruuswick and Nova Scotia, and over such | isdiotion of the Grand Lodge of Canada
lodges in Canada West who have signified | over the whole Cenada, and states his de.
their desire to retain their attachment to, | termination for the future to grant no
and immediate connection with the Grand | warrants for any new lod. es in any part of
Lodgo of England, from whom they re- | Ceanada, but claims for those lodges that
ceived their warrants. ; desire to zemain under the Grand Lodge of

The recognition regarding the territory ; England the rights and privileges of their
extending only over Canada West rested , Provincial Grand Lodge; at the same time,
upon & misanderstanding, which was after- | the Earl of Zetiand intimates that it must
wards satisfactorily explsined by G. M., depend upon the will of the brethren
Wilson, and accepted by the Earl of Zet- , themselves to surreader their warrants and
land, G. M. of the Grand Lodge of Eng-, join the Grand Lodge of Canade.
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Then follows the letterof G. M. Wilson to '
the Earl of Zetland, deted 23rd April, 1859,
wherein Lo agsin admits “the principle
that all sabordinate lodges, preferring to
remain under their present warrants, have |
an andoabted right to do so; and would, as
heretofore, be recognized and regarded by
us as regular Masons in good standing.”
And then adds, *This 18 not & new opinion
of mine, nesther is 1t one formed under the
pressure of existing circumstances, but it
has ever been my honest conviction, and
one to which I have firmly adhered even
ander circumstances of & peculiarly trying
nature, when retaliation might have been
considered not only justifiable but expedi-
ent.” G. M. Wilson then speaks about the |
Provincial Grand Lodges, expressing his
opinion to the effect that they ceased to
exist at the time the Grand X.odge of
Canada was formed, but adds the follow-
ing words, “and as to your Provincial
Grand Lodge officers, 1 can only say that |
if they are satisfied with their position,
which they must, 1 think, feel to ke an

apomelous one, I am quite szxs that no
one connected with oar Grand Lodge will I
atternpt to interfere with either their
rights or privileges, whatever they mayl
prove to be.”

And last, under date June 2, 18179, the |
Burl of Zetland expresses to G. M. Wilson !
the gratification he feels at all difficulties I
in reference to the recogunition of the
Grand Lodge of Canada, and in the earnest |
desire that the fraternal intercourse of the
brethren of the two countries may never
more be disturbed.

The Committee on Foreign Correspond.-
ence in their report to Grand Lodge, refer-
ring to the correspondence between the M.
W. G. M. Wilson and the 3. W. G. AL, the
Earl of Zetland, states that the resalts of
that correspondence are most gratifying.
The committes speaks 1 lgh praise of
the G. M. of the Grand Lodge of England,
for having promptly rejected & petition for
a warraat to open & new lodge in Canada
under the jurisdiction of KEngland, and
adds, **The action taken by Lord Zetland !
in this matter aogurs well for Canadian
Masonry.”

And the committee on the Grand Mas-

firm conviction of the justice thereof on
the part and bebalf of G. M. Wilson there
cannot be & shadcw of doubt; nor is there
any reason to doubt that the Grand Lodge
of Canada at that time had the seme con-
viction.

Is any Mason, or a body of Masons, to be-
punished for having actsd conscientiously,
honestly, and with a firm conviction of do.
ing what he or they felt to be just, right
and proper; for having acted upon the ac-
knowledged fundamental and genunine
principles of tbe Craft, the principles of
peacs, love, justice and truth; becauss, for-
gooth. the result of that action might clash
with & certain law, which,is compared with
the age of those prinoiples of recent origin,
and which moreover is not even ai the
present time acknowledged us & universal.
Masonic law—in fact by varicus Grand
Lodges entirely disregarded.

R ling your charge againwyt the Grand
Loc- . of Canada for not nt once allowing
the brethren in Quebue to depart in peace
and to form e Grand Lodge of their own, L
need not dwell, since I at thet time was
one of the first who expressed his disap.
probation of the opposition by the Grand
Lodge of Canada, and what I then said has
boen amply verified by subsequent events.

Bat your accusation against the Grand
Lodgs cf Canada anent the pending diffis
culty between the Grand Lodge of Quebec
and the Grand Xodge of England, arising
out of the existence of certain threelcdges,
viz: St. Paul, 8t George, and St. Law-
rence, working under warrants from the
Grand Lodge of England, issued prior to
the formation of the Grand Lodge of Can-
ade, I canuot allow to pass unchallenged.
You accuse the Grand Lodge of Canada
that she sat silent and calm when she saw
the authority of the Grand Lodge of Que-
beo trampled upon by three unimportant
bodies in Montreal, working under warrants
of the Grand Lodge of Englend; and that
she never backed her earnest protest, or
aided M. W. Bro. J. H. Graham in his-
manly efforts to free Quebec from the
thraldom that Canade has borne with ira-
punity for years.

Pray, R. W. Brother, did you, as & mem-
ber of the Grand Lodge of Canadsa, evar

ter's Address, mm their report to Grand ! bring up that pendingdifficulty and request
Lodge, speaks 1n the highess enconium of ! Grand Lodge to iake action thereon, or
the correspondence of G. M. Wilson with ' did ever any other member of our Grand
the Right Hon. the Earl of Zetland. ! T.odge do s0? Avnd if in accordance with

Both reports were received and uneni- ' truth you must admit that such never was
mously #lopted by the uGrand Lodge. ! done, will you deny that Grand Lodge can-

‘Where, I ask any impartial reader, is | not take action "upon any matter of that
there any cround for accusing G. M. Wil- | nature unless a resclation previously passed
son or the Grand Liodge of Canads, of hav- | has sanctioned the same? Had yuu ever
ing been irded to accept. that conditional ! moved in the matier, and been outvoted,
recogpition? There may be, and 2o doutt | there might be some excuse for your ac-
there is, & difference of opmnion as to the ! cusation, but having yourself folded your
propriety of admitting those conditions, ! hands, sat silent and calm, never opened
but that they were consented to from a | your mouth while in Grand Lodge, never
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advooeting at the proper plece the caunse of
the Grand Lodge of Quebeo, and now to
heap such blame upon our Grand Lodge is,
to say the least, an unjust and unwarrang-
-ed acousation.

But apart from all this, what in reality
can reasonably be expected from the Grand
Lodge of Canadsa in regard to that difficalty?
This is a question I have frequently asked
amyself, for I have n. hesitation in saying
that I deeply symputhize with our Quebec
brethren, and should be gladly willing to
help them and to see the Grand Lodge of
Ceneade help them, were it possible to do
80 without either sacrificing our honor or
preoipiteting & rupture of the friendly in
tercourse so happily existing between the
Grand Lodge of England and the Grand
Lodge of Canade, which the circumstances
-do not warrant.

Let us again briefly examine our position
from the time the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land recognized our Grand Lodge under
the conditions above stated.

‘We find that the Grand Lodge of Canada
hed declared the $t. Lawvence Lodge to
be an irregular body, and that the Grand
Lodge of England had dec. wred it to be in
good standing; and that after some corres
pondence upon the subject, Grand Master
Harington on the 18th October, 1862,
issued a manifesto toall thie Masons around
the globe, wherein he openly regrets having
omitted to inform himself sufficiently upon
that subject, and concedes that the Grand
Yiodge of England was in the right; and in
-& subsequent document, dated 19th Decem-
ber, 1862, Grand Master Harington de-
olares that there is no doubt that lodges
St. Paul, No. 514, and St. Lawrence, No.
923, in Montreal, are bona fide English
Jodges, and as such are recognized by the
.Grand Liodge.of Canada.

On the 31st October, 1862, Grand Master
Harington issues & similar manifesto to
all the Masons around the globe, in which
he admits that St. John’s Lodge, No. 299,
Registry of Ireland, holden at London, C.
W.,is in good standing with the Grand
Liodge of Ireland, and as such entitled to
recognition by the Grand Lodge of Canada.

The committes on the Grand Master’s
address state in their report that the cor-
respondence and the action taken by the
“M. W. Grand Master with reference to
lodges cleiming affiliation with the Grand
Yodge of England, is most cordislly ap-
proved,” and Grand Xodge received and
unenimously adopted that report.

In Grand Qfaster Harngton's address,
13th July, 1864, that high officer refers to
the existing difficulty with reference to St
George Liodge, No. 543, E. R., and leaves
it for Grand Lodge to decide the m.‘ter.
And then adds: It was & great mistake
we made in not determining a fixed date
‘when there must be exclusive jurisdiction

throughout Canads, and serving & formal
notice to that effect on the Grand Lodges
having subordinates here, that these last
might be numbered aud registered and
réceive warrants from the Grand Lodge of
Canada, or choose the alternative of dis-
solving. It was the natural sequence to
the events occurring in and since 1835, and
no compromise ghould have been entered
into by us except as to time.” And subse-
quently adds, “I believe no dishonor could
attach to the Grand Lodge of Canada if,
considering the practical trouble we have
had to encounter, we were even now to
issue & notification with respect to these
lodges, sach as we should have done when
we took our place amongst the other Grand
Lodges of Freemasonry.”

The committee on the Grand Master's
address reports to Grand Liodge: That the
Board is of opinion that this Grand Lodge
must now most cheerfully recognize St.
Geor%e Lodge, notwithstanding the grounds
they had previously understood as existing
against such recognition.” And fartheron
they say: ‘“Mindful as we are that the re-
cognition of this Grand Lodge by the
Grand Lodge of England was accepted on
terms providing for the continuance of this
suthority in certain specified cases, and
notwithstendining the objections inherent
to that system, we cannot at present see
any course which, wish honor, i8 now open
to this Grand Lodge to change the well
understood arrangement.”

And Grand T.odge received and unani-
mously approved of that report.

Thus we see that the same thres lodges
in Montreal, asbout which the difficulty now
exists between Quebec and England, were
&3 late as 1864 (nine years after the forma-
tion of our Grand Liodge) ugain recognized
by the Grand ILodge of Canada, and re-
meined to be so when the Grand Lodge of
Quebec in 1874 was recognized by the
Grand Lodge of Canade, and when those
three lodges were cat off from the terri-
torial jurisdiction of the latter.

And, when again I usk myself the gues-
tion, What in reality can reasonably be
expected from the Grand Lodge of Canada
in regard to that difficulty? I must confess
that under existing circumstances nothing
but an expression of sympathy; but no
active interference can reasonably be ex-
pected.

And if we, in addition to the well under-
stood arrangement between the Grand
Lodge of Englend and the Grand Lodge of
Canada, take into consideration the resolu-
tion of the Grand Lodge of Quebec, adopt-
ed upon the solemn advice of her Grand
Master, J. H. Grabam, in his valediotory
address, “uot to take any special legisla-
tive action on this subject at the present
communication, (st Iebraary, 1883), but
in the still further exercise of the true
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gpirit of our Fraternity, calmly await the
result of what has elready been said and
done, and what is likely to transpire in the
near future, with the hope not wanting
among the members of this Grand Body,
and shared in by not a few other brethren,
good friends of Quebec, both here and in
Great Britain, that the consummation de-
voutly desired mey be peacefully and
fraternally realized at an early day. So
mote it be.”

It would on the part of the Grand Lodge
of Canada be a most unpardonable act of
meddlesomeness and of rashness to volun-
teer her interference, while the complain-
ant—the aggrieved party,is contented with
calmly awaiting the result of what is likely to
transpire.

The Grand Lodge cf Quebeo had & simi-
lar difficulty with the Grand Lodge of
Scotland, arigsing out of three Scotch
Lodgesin that jarisdiction. Grend Master
Tait issued his edict against those three
lodges. Soon safterwards they gave up
their Scotch warrants and joined-the Grand
Todge of Quebec, and friendly intercourse
was thereupon sgein restored between
those two Grand Lodges,

Why Grand Master Grabam has nob
deemed it proper to pursue the same plan
with the three English Lodges in Montreal,
and then calmly await the result of what
then would likely transpire, appears to me
inexplicable, the more so since in his ad-
dress of 28th September, 1881, he gave his
Grand Lodge the same advice as the one
above quoted; these were his words: “I
beg earnestly to advise Gracd Liodge not to
take any decisive action thereon at this
present communication,and with a profound
appreciation of the grave responsibility
devolving upon me, I pray you fraternally
to acquiesce therein.”

I know M. W. Brother Graham's super-
ior taleuts and great love for our noble
Fraternity, and highly appreciate them; I
have with great admiration read his mas-
terly and unanswerable arguments anent
the pending difficulty, but I cannot agree
with him in his conclusions, 1 cannot en-
dorse both his pleas and his advice to his
Grand Lodgs. I maust choose between the
two. I have decided in favor of the pleas.
I must dissent irom his advice; and having
done so I feel myself justified in defending
Grand Y.odge of Canada, of which body I
feel proud to be one individaal, agiinst any
accusation for not toking part with the
Grand Lodge of Quebev 1n upholding her
dignity and maintaiming her govereignty.

Trusting, R. W. Sir and Brother, that
this communication will be received and
treated in the same {ruternal spirit in
which it has been written,

I remein, fraternally yours,
Qrro Krorz.

REMINISCENCES OF A SECRE-
: TARY.

THIRD SERIEB—KO. 0.

Perbaps it is not exactly the pro-
per thing to ridicule any portion of
our ritusl, for the beautiful allegori-
ocal truths embodied therein avre seri-
ous, and should be deeply impressed
and engraven upon the tablets of our
minds. Yet occasionally one visits o
lodge, and if ina criticizing mood, can-
not help noticing and comparing the
different ways & degree is conferred,
and this, too, with all due respect to
our * Standard Dootors.” KEspeci-
ally is this the case with the Senior
Deacons. I do not know so much
about the present distinguished orafts-
men who ‘“do” this part of the work,
but I remember some twenty odd
years ago, there were a few then
famouns Senior Dercons who vied with
each other who could best do the
MiddAle Chamber work, and of course
each had his friends and admirers,

One, a grest big six-footer, who,
with staff in hand, looked down upon
his candidate before him, and when
taking the several steps would always
stride ahead, and the candidate would
be obliged to trot after him in order
to be on line with his tall condactor.
He was foreman of engine company
No.—, and alweys talked as if shout-
ing through his trumpet; and while
holding the deacon’s staff in his right
hand, kept his leftf arm in wmotion,
a8 if to urge the ““boys” to coms along;
and should the old fire-bell r:ng out
its warning during the passage, he
would nervously step from one foot
to the other, like a bantam rooster,
and mentally count the strokes of the
“glarm.” This effort at counting
confused him, and he would have fo
recommence. I have known this
good brother make three or four staris
to go on while the bells were ringing
in his ear, and it required a great
effort on his part to keep his mind on
the work before him. ‘

Another one was the leader of a
church choir, had & fine voice, and
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was proud of it, and when during
work, the part of *““music” was reach-
ed, all hands had to be silent while
listening to the singing of the Senior
Deacon. Unfortunately, he did not
take the trouble to learn Masonic
hymus, and always treated his hear-
ors to some of the orthodox salvation
ditties sung by his choir in church;
this someatimes grated harshly on the
-ears of his more liberal hearers; but
he did not care for that, as he thought
with many others even at this late
and enlightened day, that inasmuch
as the majority of the brethren are
“helievers,”” the minority must, or
ought to be satisfied, and have no
rights in the premises, for if they did
not like his singing or praying, why
they can stay away; nobody compels
them to come. 1 remember there
was quite a feeling stirred up about
this at one time; but the good sense
of the brethren on both sides of the
question soon settled the mutter satis-
factorily. The ample provisions since
made in the line of Masonic hymu
books, no doubt prevents the recur-
rence of any dissatisfaction.

One, a German, had a mos} excel-
Jent memory, and koew the work
thoroughly, was a good fellew, and
an ardent Mason; but oh how he
-did murder the king's English. In
one portion of the work, instead of
asking, * What will you do with it,”
he became confused, stammered, and
blurted out, “Vat distosition will you
-do mit it?” He was a carpenter by
trade, and took hold of his candidate
as though he were & jack-plane. Af
‘that time most lodges, or at least
lodge-rooms had canvass or oil-cloth
paintings representing the steps and
pavements of the Temple, and along
these this Senior Deacon would shove
the canditate as though he had a wood-
enman beforshim, and thenewly-made
Fellow Craft often carried the mark
of the “hefty” ocarpenter upon his
arm, thinking, no dounb, it was & por-
tion of the work appertaining to the
degree.

I remmember a young limb of the

law, fresh from C-o-1 u-m.b-i-a, who
used to practice declamation in the
Second degree. He wounld arrange
his candidates as though they were
the jury, while the Master seemed to
act as presiding judge for him; and
when he commenced to harangue the
jury, with right index fing: r extended,
and his left hand in his pocket, he
looked the personification of the
pleading advocate. He knew very
little of the actual ritual, but was a
very brainy man, well read, and very
good at filling in; and if the actual
words of the ritual failed him, he was
never at a loss for a *‘gag;” but he at
last gave us good and intelligent
work, and good grammar.

Lately only I heard of a Senior
Deacon who, when asked, *‘are these
candidates worthy and well qualified,”
gnswered, in deep and solemn tones,
“they does.” He also spoke seriously
of tarry stecked Heavens, and the
brazing tassel and dented stars; and
in enamerating the orders of archi-
tecture, the Younick and Cosmopoli-
tan were the most prominent, which
were foundered by the Kreeks, and
not by the Romins, &e.

If, however, a Senior Deacon knows
the work thoroughly, and has a fair
knowledge of the rules of elocation,
this office is certainly & very import-
ant one in the lodge, and in it a bro-
ther can best show to his brethren
what is in him—at least so far as
the work is concerned.

With most members, after their
ambition has been satisfied, and they
have presided in the Bast; have had
all the honors tkat could be bestowed
upon them in the lodge, the only two
offices they care for is either that of
Senior Deacon or that of Secretary.
The ready and accomplished ritualist
naturally seeks the Deacon’s staff,
while the delver, the real worker,
lreeps his eye on the Secrotary’s desk,
and, if ever, retires graduslly from
ac.ive work through thie laborious
office.

E. LowexsTem.
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It is intended to open a Rose Croix
Chapter in Sydney at an early date,
—Freemuson, Sydney, N. 8. W.

——e s

The temperance move made by the
establishment of Wolseley ILodge,
still catses considerable comment in
Masonio circ'es in England.

————

Worthy of Imitation.—A brother
of Riverina Lodge has expressed his
intention of devising to this lodge, of
which he is & member, property to
the value of £2,500.

A distinguished brother in Canada
thus writes:—*I must congratulate
you on the Iveemason. It is one of
the best Masonic papers published.
Its editorials are always logical.”

—— e

“There is no station in life wherein

a man may not exercise a wholesome |

moral influence; and he who neglects
this duty will soon or late find his
sum of aappiness diminish.”

Emulation Lodge of Instruction |

held ite annual festizal in the Grand
Hall, in London, on Fridey 24th
November, 1882. This lodge works
under sanction of “Union Ledge.”

The subscription to the Royal Ma-
sonic Benevolent Institution of Eng-
land amounted this year to £18,047
sterling, with nine lists to be re-
ported.

——————e

Grand Secretary has obtained thires
months’ leave of absence for the pur-
pose of visiting the old country. He
will probably take a tour through
Amerior and Canada. Oar W. Bro.
leaves by an early mgil steamer.—
Freemason.

Any one aware of the present ad-
dresses of Gehaza Carpenter, former-
ly of Tuscorora, or Phsweken, Ont..
will confer & favor by communicating
with the office of the Crarrsman.

The Masons ‘of Canada will be
pleassed to greest R. W. Bro. N,
‘Weekes, the able Grand Secretary of
the Grand XLodge of New South
‘Wales, who is now on his way fo
Europe, and propeses returning home
via Canada and the United States.

‘We hasten to announce, for the in-
formation of all Masonic students, as
will be seen elsewhere, that through
the intermediation of our estecerned
Bro. W. H. Rylands, a baptismal
entry of the son of a Freemason who
ie also styled “Gentleman,” has been
discovered of the date 1608. We
venture to think, as we have often
before remarked, that in the terra in-
cognitaof English seventeenth-century
Freemason1y some important finds
must ere long be made.

PP S —

The Orient Lodge of Instruction
mests regularly every Friday evening,
| under the suspices of Doric Lodge
No. 26, at Miller's Point, Sydney.
! Aspiring brethren desirous of making

progress have here an opportunity of

| beginning and becoming thoroughly
i conversant with all the duties re-
quired to be performed in regular
{ lodges from the I C to Installing
| Master. Interesting lectares are de-
|livered each month on subjects of
historical and traditional worth, as
well a3 many moot points are traced
through many ancient rites, and the
similarity shown in connecsion with
| Masonry of the present date.

We regret to guote the following
paragraph from our esteemed con-
temporary, the ' Freemason, Sidney,
N. 8. W.  We sincerely trust our
brother has long ere this regained his
usual good health:—*No doabt many
of ounr brethren in New South Wales
have been exceedingly surprised that
since Bro. Newton’s departure from
New South Wales some months back
no tidings have been reccived of his
journsy. throngh the United States.
By recent edvices it appears ‘that W.
Bro. Newton, who hed been in br?
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health previous to his departare for
Europe, suffered a relapse in Amer
ion, and was laid up for two weeks,
and on his arrival in England he was
necessitated to go into hospital for a
farther term of three weeks. If his
health does not improve it is Bro.
Newton's intention to return to New
South Wales.”

Caarter oF InstruoTION.—On the
evening of March 7th, a most sue-
cessful Chapter of Instruction for the
distriot was held in the Masonic Hall,
Barrie, pursuant to the request of R.
E. Companion, C.W, Brown, G, S.W.
Of the twelve Chapters in the district,
eight were represented; and but for
the severe snow blockade more would
have been in attendance, telegrams
being received to that effect from
several of the Companions.

Amongst many other zeslous ard
distinguished Companions were E.
Companion, W.M. Robinson, 1. P. Z,;
M.E.Compani-n,Fred Menet, P.G.Z.;
E. Comganion, Frank P. Gregory, Z.;
E. Companion, John Nettleton, P. Z.;
M.E.Companion, Daniel Spry,P.G.Z.;
V. E. Companion, C. H. Bosanko, Z.;
E.Companion,J.MecL. Stevenson,P.Z.

The larger portion of the work was
exemplified by M. E. Comp. Fred
Menet, E. Comp. J. McL. Stevenson,
and E. Comp. W. M. Robinson.

R. E. Comp. C. W. Brown paid a
high tribute to their efficiency in a
well-directed discourse, on the pro-
gress of R. A. Masonry in the dis-
trict, shortly after which the Com-
panions adjourned to their banquet-
room and participated in the hospit-
alities of Signet Chapter., Adlter a
most thoroughly enjoyable time had
been so spent, the Companions s.pa-
rated, sorry that so instructive a
meeting was seldom attainable.

At the regular convocation of Sig-
net R. A. C., No. 84, Barrie, Ont.,
March 6th, 1883, the following officers
were duly installed by M. E. Comp.

!

Daniel Spry, P.G. Z., V. E. Comp.,
C. H. Bosanko, Z., E. Comp. Fred
Wilmott, H.; E. Tomp. Geo. Mon.
kinan, J.; E. Comp J. MoL, Steven-
son, S.E.; Comp. F. King, 8r., S.N.;
E. Comp. C. L. Sauders, Treasurer;
Comp. B. Zimmermn, P.S.; Comp.
D. Farquaharson, £. S.; Comp. H,
Edwards, J. S.; Ccmp. S. Wesley,
M. V,; Comp. M. Burton, Janitfor;
Comp. J. Musgrove, D. C.; Comp.
D. Dunn, 8. B.; Corap. E. S. Meek-
ing, Steward.

Officers of Golden Rule Lodge, No.
126, Campbellford: W.Bro.R.H. Bon.
nycastle, L.P.M.; W.Bro. A.G. Knight,
‘W.M.; Bros. Ed. Atkinson, S. W.;
John Turner, J.W.; A. Dinwoodie,
Treas.; Jno. McEver, Sec.; — Mor-
rison, Chap.; A.T. Green, S.D.; S.
Freds, J.D.; — MoKalvin and R.
Linton, 8.S.; R.H. Bonnycastle, 1.G.;
Joseph Smith, Tyler; Thos. Walker,
D. of C.; Dr. Byam and R. H. Bon-
nycastle, Committee on Berevolence.

A new Rose Croix Chapter, 18°,
was instituted in the Masonic Hall,
Uxbridge, on the 80th ult., by M. IlI.
Bro. Robert Ramsay, Subs. Gr. Mas.
Gen. of the Sovereign Sanctuary of
Canada. From the material of
which Zeradatha Chapter, No. 14, is
composed, it bids fair to be a working
body. The following officers elect
were installed:—Ill. Sir Kts. D. M.
Card, P. M., 88° 95° 90°, M. W.;
H. M. Buckley, Secretary of the
Lodge, 88°, 95°, 90°, S. W.; D. Camp-
bell, Wor. Mas., Zeredatha Liodge,
88°, 95° 90°, J. W.; M. D. Crosby,
82°, 90°, 85° Orator; E. R. Sander-
son, 32° 90°, 85° Prelate; W. B.
Stewart, 82°, 90°, 85°  Archivist;
Thos. Boyd, 82°, 90°, 85 °, Treas;
John Summerville, P. M., 82°,90°,
852, Conductor. With brethren so
well qualified and so thoroughly in
earnest, there can be very little doubt
of the success of the Chaptar.



