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GRAND CHAPTER R. A- M. OF QUEBEC.

The Fourth Annual Convoeation of | The vesuscitation of Dorchester Chapter
the (:rand Chapter of Royal Arch Waterloo, and of 3t. Charles Chapter,

e Point St. Charles, are noteworthy events,
Masons of the Provinee of Quebee | ang ] sincerely hope that they may here.

was held in the Royal Albert Rooms, | after have a prosperous career. Several of
on Tuesday, Sept. 21st. The follow- | the officers with whom I am personally ae-
ing is the excellent address of the quainted, I know to bo talented wmen and

. FRD L - | zealous Companions.
Grand 2., M.I. Coxp. J. H. Graham: | “rrgg pew Chapters have recently been

Companions of the Holy Royal Arch: established by Dispensation—the Bedford
Time, in its ever onward course, has | Chapter, in the village of Bedford, and the

brought us to the tenth year of the twenty. | Mississippi Chapter, in the village of Man.

fifth century of the traditional year of Cap- | sonville. .

itular Masonry. These are presided over by able and well-

This Grand Chapter, being in comparison | Skilled officers, and I trust that they will,
but of yesterday, has now entered on its | on examination, be found to have made
Fourth Annual Convocation, to which I such Frogress that Warrants of Constitution
bid you heartily and fraternally welcome. | May be granted to them at the present

Each succeeding year shows more and | Convocation of Grand Chapter. Detailed
more clearly the wisdom of its organize- | information concerning these four Chapters
tion, and we trust that many succeeding | Will, doubtless, be given in their reports by
generations of Loyal Craftsmen will rejoice | the R. E., the Grand Superintendents of
in upbuilding and beautifying the Grand | the respective Districts of Montreal and of
Superstricture whose foundations have ' the Eastern Townships.
been so harmoniously and auspiciously laid. TIDINGS FROM ABROAD.

It now becomes my duty to lay before i All our relations to the sister Grand
you the principal events of our historydur- | Chapters of the Dominion, and of the
ing the past year; to preside over you inths | United States of America, from nearly all
discharge of your important duties during | of whom we have received due recognition,
the Annual Conyocation, and to aid you i | gnd with most of whom we have fraternal
drafting the designs for the overseers and | correspondence, and have exchanged Grand
workmen in their future labors; and may Representatives—continue to be mosh har-
the Most High bless us in all the purposes | monjous and satisfactory. The volumes of
of our present assembly, and grant abun- { proceedings received from them are deeply
dantprogperity tous, and to all our Compan- | jnteresting and instructive, and indicate
jons and Brethren throughout the Universe. | that Capitular Masonry is fairly prosperous

THE CRAFT AT HOME. throughout the world.

Tt is with great satisfaction that I have It will, T am sure, afford you very greut
to report that peace, unity and harmony | pleasure to learn that the Grand Chapter
have continued to prevail throughout the | of Quebec hasbeen duly recognized in the
jurisdiction; that an increased zeal has been | most fraternal manner by the Most Excel-
manifested, and that an encouraging de- | lent the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Ire.
gree of well-grounded prosperity has been | land. The recognition of our young Grand
enjoyed. Chapter by thet venerable Grand Body has
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rsonally given me great satisfaction, and

trust that circumstances may soon favor
the interchange of Grand Representatives
therewith.

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES.

During the past year Quebec has been
honored by the interchange of Grand Re-
presentatives with sister Grand Rayal Arch
Chapters, as follows:

At Quebee.  Grand Chapters.  From Quebec.
H. Dunne......Delaware...A. G, Cox.

H. A. Earle.... Louisiana. . E. H. Fay.

R. T. Thomas...Nebraska ..J. R. Cain.
J.Bowen ...... Nevada. ... W. Timson.

J. W. Wiggett. .N. Carolinn.B. D. Wait,

H. L. Robinson.Nova Scotiad. Poynts.

S. Kennedy . ...S. Carolina. W.H.D.Gailard

DISTRICT MEETINGS.

A new depariure has been taken by me
gince our last unuval Convocation, which
I hope may ru: ¢t your approval.

District M t.ngs of the officers and
members of tiv: several Chapters have been
held in the cit.a= of Quebec, Montreal and
Sherbrooke. ‘the result seems to have
been to the very considerable advantage of
Royal Arch Masoury in these several locali-
ties; and it appears to many of the Com.
panions that it would be well to hold such
meetings annually, throughout the several
Districts within our jurisdiction.

L ] GRAND SUPERINTENDENTS,

These officers have performed their im-..
portant duties with very commendable
zoal and fidelity, and I have no doubt but
that their annual reports will show that
their services have been greatly promotive
of the interests of the Fraternity.

'I am of the opinion that, if not now, it
will soon  become necessary to divide the
Eastern Townships into two separate dis-
tricts—the Budford and the St. Francis.
The. present district seems to be too ex-
tensive for econowmical and effective super-
vision by any one Companion.

BOOKS OF MARKS, &C.

In addition to what I submitted to
Grand Chupter in my last Annual Address,
regarding the importance of the due selec-
tion and registration of Marks—and be-
sides the duty there anent made incumbent
by the constitution, on the First Principal of
every Chapies—I am of the opinion that it
ought to bn considered one of the especial
duties of ths (rand Superintendents, on
visiting » Chapter, carefully to inspect,
along with the other books, the book of
marks, ant make special report thereon to
Grand Chapter.

The importance of such careful annual or
semi-sunual inspection, and the due re-
porting thereof, along with what else per-
taing to the welfare of such constitutent
Chapter, cun hardly be over-rated. Special

commendation should be given to those
whose minute books, cash books and books
of marks are most neatly and most cor-
rectly kept; and, if need be, in special
cages, all these books may be required to
be brought to the Annual Convocation of
Grand Chapter for the inspection and re-
port thereon of a committee appointed for
that purpose.
STANDING ORDER OF GRAND CHAPTER.

On the first page of the cover, and on
the titie-page of the first published pro-
ceedings of this Grand Chapter, was printed
the following:—** Ordered to be read in all
Chapters and preserved.” This should be
made a standing and imperative order of
the Grand Chapter, and it should be im-
plicitly obeyed by all constituent Chapters.

The reading of the Annual Transactions
of the Grand Chapter in every private
Chapter—a part at each of several conva-
cations—including the report on foreign
correspondence, is absolutely necessary for
the information and due instruction of the
Companions; else the greater number of
those Exalted will remain in painful ignor-
ance of the important transactions of our
own Grand Body, and of the history of
Capitular Magonry throughout the world.

This interesting and important daty
ought not on any account to be overlooked
or neglected by first principals, as no
Chapter can be deemed to be properly in-
structed and sufficiently educated in Royal
é&rch Masonry unless this be faithfully

one.

It is also to be hoped that every Chapter
on our Registry has carefully preserved all
the copies of our annual proceedings, and
every fifth or sixth year they should be well
bound.

These will make valuable volumes, in-
teresting and instructive for the present,
and they will become more and more pre-
cious as time goes by. At the beginning of
our history let this goodly practice be duly
insngurated, and I feel sure that it will be
faithfully followed by our successors,

SUGGESTIONS,

Important esoteric and other books and
manuscripts are in the possession of man;
members of our fraternity. What finall
becomes of them? Would it not be w
for these Brethren and Companions so to
arrange a8 that the precious Masonic- ma~
terials should, at or prior to their demise,
be donated to the Grand Chapter.

This suggestion may, I trust, be borne in
mind, and it is to be hoped that in this way
not & few precious legacies may ceme into
the possession, and be carefully preserved
in the archives, of this Grand Body. -

The question also sometimes arises how
-carefully the old records and other valuable
books and papers of constituent Chapters
are being preserved. Are they not some-
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times lost, and conld not some additional
means be adopted for their greater security?
Would it not be advisable that these old,
and generally unused books, &c., say at the
end of some given period of years, be also
deposited in the archives of Grand Chap-
ter, where, wheon necessary, they could be
referred to, and where they might be kept
in safety as valuable heir-looms, which
would be most highly prized by future
generations of Craftsmen? I commend this
‘matter to your serious consideration.

CHAPTER SEAL.

It is an imperative commend of the Con-
stitution that ** every Chapter shall have a
Masouic Seal to be affixed to all docuruents
proper to be issued, a description (or im-
pression) of which shall be duly sent to the
Grand Scribe E., and registered in the
books of Grand Chapter.”

I bring this matter thus prominently be-
‘fore you that the First Principals of Chap-
ters may have no excuse for delay or for-
getfuluess, aud I beg to remind the R. E.
the Grand Superintendents that they should
ascertain whether any Chapters are remiss
in regard to this, and make report to Grand
Chapter.

I amn also of the opinion that it would be
desirable to have every Chapter deposit
with the Grand Scribe E. a printed copy of
their respective By-laws, and all amend-
ments made thereto from time to time.
These being carefnlly collated and preserv-
ed in the Grand Chapter Library, would
make a valuable addition thereto, and
would be very convenient for the purposes
of reference.

INSURANCE.

It is intimated that there are Chapters
which do not have their furniture, regalia,
libraries, &c., regularly insured. It seems
as though it is only necessary to call- atten-
tion to this in order to have so important a
duty faithfully performed. Where neglect
bas hitherto existed, officers should have a
care that it is promptly remedied.

CONSTITUTION.
1 am inforraed that it has not been prac-
ticable for the excellent committee having
in charge the preparation of the necessary
additions to the Constitution of Grand
Chapter, to have the same ready for pre-
sentation at the present Convocation. I
beg, therefore, to suggest that the commit-
tee be continued for another year, and that
they be requested to add & supplement con-
taining all the necessary forms, &ec., ve-
quired for use by constitnent Royal Arch
Chapters, and, if practicable, a full and
minute indea.
WORK.
I am of the opinion that it wonld con.
4ribute very materially to the welfare of the
Order, besides facilitating uoniformity in

ritual, should a complete system of worlk
be prepared aud promulgated by Grand
Chapter. If there are well-skiled Com-
panions who, on appointment, will undes-
take to perform this important duty, it
seems as though Grand Chapter might ero
long be fairly able to defray the necessary
expenses connected therewith. I therefore
submit the matter for your careful con.
sideration.
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

Your committee have, I understand,
made & praiseworthy effort to meet the
expectations of Grand Chapter by prepar-
ing a report on Foreign Correspordence
daring the past year. They ask that duae
allowance be made f-z this their fivst effort,
with the hope that their future reports
may attein o higher standard of excellence,
and compare more favorably with the able
reports generally received from sabroad.
Your committee well deserve the commen-
dations of Grand Chapter.

EARLY RECORDS OF VERMONT.

Besides & volume of the Barly Records
of the Grand Chapter of the State of Vex-
mont, kindly presented by that Grand
Body to the library of Grand Chapter, X
have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
by me of another volume of the same, with
a suitable superscription thereon, and ac-
companied by 2 complimentary ofticial
letter. For these valuable donations, I
beg to return your, as well as my own,
fraternal thanks. Other like acceptable
presentations from sister Graud Chapters
will be gratefully acknowledged by the G.
S. E. in his annual report or in our pub-
lished proceedings.

NUMBER OF CHAPTERS.

It appears as though there is a great dis-
parity between the namber of Chapters on
our Registry and the number of Lodges on
the roll of Grand Lodge;—and although
e too sudden increase may not be o
sign of healthy growth,—and salthough
we may not ab a very early day expect very
rapid numerical increase, yet it is quite
evident that in those jurisdictions whero
Freemasonry is attaining its highest de-
velopment, Craft and Capitular Masonry
generally advance with somewhat equal
steps; and it seems as though, all things
considered, that say one Chapter to every
three thriving Lodges within our jurisdic-
tion, might fairly be anticipated at no very
distant day. It is, moreover, a source of
satisfaction to observe that members of the
third degree of the Order are becoming
more and nore conscious of the fact that
they are net thoroughly perfected workmen
in what they have already attained unless
they make further progress through the
following degrees of Capitular Masonry and
secure exaltation as Companions of the
Holy Royal Arch,
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PUBLIC PROCESSIONS.

The occasions on which Freemasgons may
becomingly appear in public, clothed ia
their distinctive regalia,—are funerals, the
laying of foundation and copoe stones,—
Divine worship,—and at certain social
fastivals. Hitherto, within our jurisdiction,
Royal Arch }Masons, &s such, have gener-
ally been present along with Craft Masons,
at funerals ounly. There do not appear to
me to be good and sufficient reesons why
they should not be, in like manner,
associated with their brethren on the other
public occasions mentioned.

Craft and Cupitular Masonry have ever
been held to form and constitute the sub-
stance of pure ancient Freemasonry,—the
latter being the complement and perfection
of the former,—and as all their fundamental
principles, customs and symbolism are sub-
stantially the same, and of kindred and
cognate origin, and both having the same
elements of universality, it does seem well
in such like ways to show their practical
unity. And it should constantly be borne
in mind that their separation as to grand
governance, is purely & matter of conveni-
ence.

Moreover, if it is of advantage to one sec-
tion of the Craft at times to appear publicly
in the performance of such like time-imme-
morial duties, why should not the complc-
mentary section of our ancient fraternity be
alike sharers of the same?

I noticed also that in the sister jurisdic-
tion of Nova Scotia the companions of the
Holy Royal Arch, by special invitation of
the Grand Master, formed o notable part of
the Masonic procession at the laying of
the foundation stone of a public building in
the city of Halifax. This appeared to be
the general acceptance of the Craft there.

It also appears to be the general custom
among the grand jurisdictions throughout
the United States for Craft and Royal Arch
Masons in their distinctive regalia, and in
their allotted positions, to unite in the
processions on all such public occasions.

For these and other like reesons, I cheer-
fully acquiesced in the proposal for Com-
panions as such, to be present at the laying
of the foundation stone of a church edifice
under the immediate auspices of the sister
Grand Craft Body of our jurisdiction, at
the village of Fretighsburg, on the 8th of
June last.

To my mind, it appears as though it
would be well, should the precedent adopt-
ed on that occasion, seemingly to the gene-
18l acceptance, become the fixed policy of
the Grand Lodge and the Grand Chapter
of Quebec.

RELATIONS WITB VERMONT.

Having learned that brethren of our Pro-
vince, situeted near the boundary line be-
tween the jurisdiction of the sister Grand

Choapter of Vermont and our own, had oc.
casionally been accustomed to make appli-
cation to, and be exalted in Chapters
located in that State, and that perchance
in some instances the reverse also might
have been the case, I therefore addressed a
communication to the Grand High Priest
of Vermont, M. E. Companion A. A. Hall,
apprising him of these facts. A most cour-
teous, fraternal reply thereto was received
by me, and the First Grand Principal of
that Grand Chaptor at once forwarded com-
munications to their several constituent
Chapters situated near their northern bor-
ders, admonishing them to their duties
thereanent and requiring them for the fu.
ture to be strictly mindful of their interna-
tional obligations. Letters of like import
were sent by me to the Chapters of our
obedience simnilarly situated on our south-
ern borders.

It is, therefore, to be expected that from
hence the strictest heed will be given to
this very important matter, s that not
even through inadvertence, anything may
arise t0 mar in the slightest degree the
perfectly harmonious relations so happily
existing between this Grand Chapter and
our intimate fraternal ally and nearest
southern neighbor, the Most Excellent the
(S}ro%nd Chapter of the Green Mountain

tate.

INTERNATIONAL CRAFT MEDIATION.

In accordance with the resolution of
Grand Chapter requesting me to do what
was possible to aid in bringing about & sat-
isfactory adjustment of the unhappy differ-
ences existing between the Grand Lodges
of Quebec and North Britain, I have to
report that chiefly by means of correspond-
ence with eminent Companions in the
mother country, and in which I had the
hearty concurrence of the other members
of our Grand Council, I have diligently
sought to aid in attaining the cbject so de-
voutly to be desired, and I am not without
hopes that some satisfactory progress has
been made, but as the correspondence
thereanent is at this time necessarily in-
complete, and as eofforts are still being
made, the results of which are not as yet
fully manifest, and which may to a very
considerable extent materially affect the
final issue of our fraternal mediation, I do
not deem that it would be prudent or wise
to submit these papers to the Grand Chap-
ter at the present time, but to give the as.
surance that the greater part of all the
correspondence will be laid before the
7.«and Chapter at & future Convocation, if
the general welfare of the fraternity so de-
mand.

1, therefore, beg the Grand Chapter to
grant the continuance of its confidence, end
fraternally to acquiesce in the decision ar-
rived at by me, as above stated.
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(@B%(°  GRAND CHAPTERIHONORS.

I beg fraternally to recommend that the
following Jiminent Companions be consti-
tuted honorary members of this Grand
Chapter, namely:—The Hon. Jobn F.
Townshend, LL.D., of Dublin, Ireland,
Flirst Grand Principal of the Grand Royal
Arch Chapter of Ireland; Thomas Douglas
Harington, of Prescott, Ontario, Past First
Grand Principal of the Grand Chapter of
Conada, and Col. W. J, Bury McLeod
Moore, of Laprairie, P. Q., Past Grand Se-
cond Principal of the Grand Chapter of
Canada. I am sure that it will give Grand
Chapters as much pleasure to confirm
:ﬁese proposals as it gives me to make

em.

TBE FRATERNAL DEAD.

No instances of the death of any of our
Companions have been reported to me dur-
ing the past year. Should there have been
such, the loss will be duly reported by the
R. E. the Grand Superintendents.

I observe that not a few eminent Com-
panions in other jurislictions have been
celled from labor to rest. We can but
minglo our tears with, and extend our
sympathy to those who have suffered such
great and irreparable loss; and we should
thereby be admonished ‘to pursue with
assiduity the secret tenets of our Order
during the short space allotted to our
present existence; wisely and usefully to
employ our time in the reciprocal exchange
of kind and friendly acts, and mutually to
promote our own welfare and happiness
and the welfare and happiness of all man-
kind, so that at the last, when the Gavel
of Death shall call us from our lakors, we
may obtain a blessed and everlasting rest
in that spiritual eaifice not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.”

CLOSING WORDS.

And now Companions, while on the very
threshold of a new Masonic year, let us in
the true spirit of the sublime symbolism of
our Order, be admonised to mark well our
going out and our coming in, to strive in
all our labors in the quality of life, to pro-
duce such work as shall be pronounced to
be good and true, and which may not be
deolared fit only to be thrown over amongst
the rubbish, but such as the unerring
square of the Grand Overseer will prove to
be well suited for the foundetion of the
holiest place—to be the head of the corner
—or to be a veritable key-stone to complete
aud bind together the living axch of the
grand dome in the symbohc temple of
human brotherhood; and on all our work
let there ever be inscribed the ineffaceable
marks of true and skilful craftsmen, en-
circled and irradiated by the inscription of
him who was faithful even unto death.

And when, as expert workmen, we are
called upon to rule as masters, may we
learn that we who are to pass successfally
through this trying ordeal, should possess
that knowledge and those high quealifica.
tions which alone can enable us to preside
with credit to ourselves, and jnstly merit
the approval and applause of our brethren.

And in our onward and upward course,
let us so strive after perfection that we
may well deserve the proud appelletion of
most excellent masters and loyal brethren,
and may our finished work be such that
when beheld, it may spontaneosusly call
forth the applause of our fellows and of all
beholders, and be consecrated with the pre-
cious incense of joy and thanksgiving.

And when, as faithful servants of the
Most High, having attained the summit of
our profession, and having finished our
labors, may we with solemn awe and hum-
ble confidence, go into the presence of Him
before whom even angels veil their faces,
and then be found well worthy of exalta-
tion among all the good and the true who
forever love, serve ard adore the Great I
AM, who js the first and the last, without
beginning of days or end of years, our
Creator, Preserver and Benefactor; and
may He bestow upon us the welcome
plaudit, “well done, good and faithful ser-
vante you have been faithful over a few
things, I will make you rulers over many
things, enter ye into the joy of your Lord.”
So mote it be.

May the labors of this fourth annual
Convocation having been begun in order,
be continued in peace, and closed in har-

mony.
JOHN H. GRAHAM,
Grand Z., Grand Chapter of Quebec.
dlontreal, Sept. 21, 1880.

DA

Women and Masonry.

At a late Masonic banguet E. P.
Brown, a Cincinnati humorist, spoke
as follows, in response to “The
Ladies.”

It may bs a light matter for you,
brethren, to conseript me in this way,
but it is far from being such to me.
Do you realize what you have called
upon me to do? Have you for one
single instance considered the mag-
nitude of the task you have thrust
upon me? You have not, or thal
far-reaching charity which makes -its
headquarters in this lodge-room
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would have spared me. You impose
upon me & task that would have made
Heroules turn pale and feel like a
small boy with a bile on his elbow.
You ask me to enlighten you upon a
subject thaf has always been incom-
prehensible to the minds of men, from
the beginning of humanity down to
the last new bonnet—in fact, ever
since the morning when the first
woman filled her pretty eyes with
tears, put on her water-proof and
went home to her mother in bhigh
dudgeon, with what she conceived to
be a brokea heart, and a deep-seated
impression that her hubby was a
beast, because he persisted in going
to the lodge every other night. From
that unfortunate moment, I say, up
to the present tirne, woman has been
g riddle that no man could guess, and
yet not one of them would give her
ap. The little boy wasn't far out of
the way when he said, “Man is a
mister, and woman is & mystery.”
But 2 mystery, you know, is always
attractive until it is solved and under-
stood, and as the ladies never have
been, and never will be fully under-
atood, it is safe to say the time will
never come when they will eease to
be attractive. My subject is an old
one, or at least of uncertain age, but
a most interesting one, especially in
the morning of youth; in the days of
the first budding mustache, when
John Henry looks into the love-lit
eyes of Mary Ellen, and sees in their
limpid depths everything in this
world worth looking for and a large
slice of Heaven besides. For him the
magic pencil of inspiration ifself can
produce nothing brighter than the
sweet look of affectionate confidence
that beams upon him at the moment

of betrothal, and fills his heart with
noble aspirations and a new-born in.
terest in the market value of house-
hold and kitechen farniture. In the
priceless gems of coronets can be
found no jewel that shines with @
brighter ar purer light than the eyes
of love. Brawny smith and relent-
less anvii have never forged a more
binding fetter than has been found in
one little tiny golden curl; and, in all
the marvels of mechanism, where, ¥
ask, cen you find anything in machin-
ery that can keep up with a woman’s
tongue, without a break or a smash-
up ?

In many respects women and Ma-
sonry strongly resemble each other.
Both are full of mystery and devoted
to the men. Both are celeb-ited for
their good works. Masonry is the
handmaid of religion; so, also, is
woman, The mission of Masonry is
to relieve the suffering, minister to
the distressed, comfort the afflicted,
and watch by the bedside of disease
and death, and in all these good of-
fices the soft hand of woman is never
missing. Masonry bas signs and
symbols to remind its members of the
cardinal virtues, but in women they
are all manifest, even to a near-sight-
od man like myself, and require no
gilt or tinseled emblems to advertise
their presence. Masonry has its
altar, upon which are pledged vows.
of fraternity and virtue, but not moras.
sacred is it than the altar of a woman’s
heaxt, which never shrinks from sgo-’
rifice in behalf of those she loves.

Masonry raises man to sublime
degrees of beauty, prunes his heart
of vice, and implants in their stead
vines of virtue and flowers of fra-
grant gocdness. Woman ¢raises’




WOMEN AND MASONRY.

296

him also—if he happens to stay late
at the lodge, to sublime degrees of
consternation and infinite amaze-
ment at the high-pressure endurance
of her vocal machinery, while she
plants on his alabaster brow a hand
that means business and destruction
to hair, ag she twines her taper fin-
gers in his ringlets, and inquires,
with an inflection that pries up the
shingles, if this thing is to go on for-
ever! Masonry has its jewels, but
none to compara with weman—at
least many of the brethren think so.
In the hands of the Master the gavel
is one of the most impressive instru-
. ments, and never fails to enforce
silence, but, iz a match for & silver
cup, brethren, don't you think it
would come out about & neck behind
the rolling-pin in some lodges you
conld name ?

How good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in peace
and unity! The wise man didn’t say
anything about the sisters getting
along together in that same way, be-
oauge in his wisdom he could see it
was one of the things that couldn’t
be did. But ialk about the compass
binding the brethren together in fra-
ternal love! Where, may I ask, can
be found a greater love without the
walls of Heaven than that encircled
by & mother's arms when they enfold
her first-born babe? To Masuuic
ears the aquare speaks volumes, en-
joining correct principles and upright
conduct toward all mankind, but
which, think you, has done most to
meke men honest, good and henor-
eble in all the relations of life—the
square which we revere so highly or
that formed by the bended limbs of
childhood at the mother’s kaee, lisp-

ing forth the first prayer ? The
“lights” of Masonry have thrown
their pure and life-giving reys into all
the dark corners of the earth, and
have done much to make the world
brighter and better ; but, though the
beneficent influence of our beloved
order stands as high wi.h me as with
the next brother, I am ready to con-
cede that the bright lights typified in
female eyes have penectrated farther,
and have done much, aye, much more
—and I say it with no irreverence—
to make life sweet, and beautiful, and
grand, than all the lights of Masonry
put together.

And yet, though our good sisters
so strongly resemble Masonry, they
have always been more or less antag-
onistic to it. They can’t see why
they are shut out and debarred from
its privileges. “If the women are
not good enough to belong to your
fraternity,” say the pouting fair ones,
“will you please tell us why not?”
This is the very trouble, dear madam
and miss. You are too good. The
necessity for your membership does
not exist. Of the highest possible
good you are the embodiment. Now,
Masonry was founded for the express
purpose of making men better—for
the Lord knows they needed it. There
was abundance of material ready to
hand to work on, and Masonry under-
took & big contract when she assumed
the job. But with the crinolined
angels Masonry had no mission, be-
cause they were already better than
Masonry could ever hope to become,
and so you were left out of the pro-
gramme, with no slight intended, If
Masgonry ever gets the advance of you
in frue goodness you may rest as-
sured the doors will be thrown wide
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open, 1 the Tyler will be instructed
to oppose nothing wearing back hair.
But if that ever comes, the prediotion
goes on record right here, that you !
will be so fully occupied in taléug an !
inventory of what the candidate ha.s‘
on that the sublimity and impressive- !
uess of the ceremonies will do you !
but little good. The man who said ‘
you were keptout because you couldn't !
keep a secret was the basest kind of a '
slanderer, and not & married man,
or he would have known better. Ask
any census-teker who ever tried to
find out & woman's age how well he
succeeded, and see if the good man
don’t heave a sigh and begin talking
about the weather right away.

But, though a woman cannot be-
come & Mason inall that the term
implies, the close observer of human
nature will bear me out when I say
that in nine cases out of ten she is
the Master of the lodgs, and no one
understands better than she how to |
wear the apron and call the brethren
to refreshment. She may not be able

' Supreme Architect !

to give the password in the due form,
but, if she don’t know how to give the |
last word every time, and in all eorts |

of forms, will some brother pleaso i
have the kindness to inform me, at the :
close of this entertainment, who does? '
And when she gives the grip—ona ;

ensier~-for her to pase another
woman on the street without looking
baclk than 1t is for her to pass to the
degres of Fellow Craft; but when it
comes to making a “raise” to buy
Christmas presents, or pay off a
church debt, she is right at home
every time, brethren; and talk about
“lectures’ —but I must draw the line
somewhere.

Woman ! the divinest work of the
The shrine to
which all hearts must come! Poets
have gone into rhapsodies over her
beautiful eyes, her will has swayed
the destinies of nations, and her
“won't"" has kicked up all sorts of
trouble. Kings and Princes have
bowed the knee in obedience to her
mandates, and the small boy has
made woe eloquent when inspired by
the slipper swaying to and fro in her
lovely hand— an emblem, by the way,
which she ean extract more good from
than the Master of this lodge. Bless
the ladies! 'We admire tliem for their
many graces of mind and person, re-
speet them for their virtues, and love
them—well, just Lzcause we can’t
help ib.—The Gavel.

The True Story of Morgan.

“Batavia, my friends,” said the fat

man’s hair—something has got to passenger, ‘‘is the home of the late
give way. I never call any man a lamented Mr. Morgan.” Mr. Morgan,
bald-head, or indulge in personalities, : in his day, was a goat rider of con-
but & glance around this lodge room , siderable celebrity. DBut he went
will show that I talk like truth on the ' back on the goat. Here is the office
witness block. . of the ddvocate, one of the weekly

Although woman can not come as | papers of Batavia. In this print
an Entered Apprentice to the inner ! shop, in the days of the Advocate’s
sanctuary, she never fails to enter, | ancestor, Mr. Morgan printed a book,
heart and soul, into every good work. | and told all about the bad habits, the
It is, essier—ten thousand times'deceitful tricks, and the bad ways of
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the goat. He gave the frolicsorne
animal of the Lodge away, bad. He
-desoribed his amusements; he told
how he did it and what he ealled it.
Ha just told all about it, and literally
toolt the goat by the horns, which,
Mr. Morgan averred, were not the
only kind of horns teken in the
Lodge.

The dejected animal brooded over
his wrongs. He felt that Mr. Mor-
gan’s offense was rank. If couldn't
have heen much ranker than the goat,
but the goat didn’t think of that. He
only thought of revenge. He had nis
rovenge. One summer night the
goat backed out of his closet, got out
"of & window in the Lodge room and
slid noiselessly down the lightning
rod (we can see the samo lightning
rod u few blocks further on). That
very night the doomed and recreant

Brother Morgan was out taking a |

walk in the starlight. The great ex-
poser strayed carelessly down one
street and up another, his hands
-clagped behind his back and his head
bent in thought. As he walked, with
an uneven gaif, his back swayed to
and fro with what an ordinary goat
might consider a challenge gesture.
He did not looit around, and so he did

not see & terrible figure that followed |

him. A gloon.y, threatening, fearful
shape; a par; of the night, but not of
it. Now and then, as it came close
to Mr. Morgan, it would raise itself
up in the air with its head bent down,
as though in mockery of its victim’s
attitude, and for a brief second it
would retain this attitude, looking in
the gloom like a shadowy letter S
with legs. Then it would let down
and pause to eat a circus poster, and
having finished this frugal lunch, it

would hasten on after the doomed
Morgan.

By and by the traitor stood on the
bridge over the Towanda. He folded
his arms, crossed his legs and leaned
easily upon the parapet. At that in.
stant the goat ran up to short range,
unlimbered, and went into battery,
sotion rear. He straightened him-
self up like a lightning rcd, then he
curved himself into an interrcgation
point, then he shot himself out hori-
zontally and came down in one fime
and two motions,

He butted Mr. Morgan. He only
butted him once; but once was all the
bill called for. It was an immense
success. The doors weren’t open ten
minutes before the house was crowd-
ed; standing room all gone, and the
last man that came in had to leave
his cane outside. The goat's neck
cracked like a torpedo with the con-
cussion, and it is on the records of
the Lodge that he wore a porous
plaster on his back for the next two
weeks. Nothing like it had ever
happened in nis family since his great
grandfather hired himself out to
Augustus Ceesar for a Roman cata=-
pult.

As for Mr. Morgan, he was amazed,
and pained, and disappointed. Dis-
app.inted becanse he could not die
right uway, and be done with it, He
was ab & loss to know just what had
happened, and was suiprised that no
one else felb the shock of the earth-
quake. When he landed against the
side of & mountain about four miles
the other side of the creek, he began
to realize the terrible truth. He was
seized with an intense, sickening fear
of all goats, and nc wonder. The
next day, when he was standing at



298 THOE CANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

the mantelpisce eating his dinner, he
laid his hand on his heart, which had
been knocked clear up into the back
of his neck, and took a solemn oath
that he would go where he never
agaiu could see, hear, feel or smell &
goat—especially feel. Mr. Morgan
seems to have been a man who didn’t |
have any too much regard for the
sanctity of an oath, but circumstances |
assisted him in keeping his vow. He
started to escape from the presence
of goats next day. !
Naturally, when he hid himself ?
from the nod of the headstrong and '
erratic goat, he disappeared from the |
eyes of men. He conldn't help it.
‘Wherever he found men, there were |
goats. If he slept in the stable, the
goat was there, breathing sweet per-
fome from his cashmere locks. He |
found them on the dreary mountain .
gide, fattening on the dried moss of
centuries. If he went to the crowded
cities the goat, white he solemnly
chewed bits of twine and tomato can ‘
Iabels, loo¥ 1 at Mr. Morgan con-
vivially, as w.0 should say, “Brother ;
Morgan, you has my eye.” If he
went into the pathless desert, the goat
met him and hospitably invited him |
to “have a cactus.” And so he fled, |
speeding with the wings of fear, and ;
bones of aching memories to spur him 2
on, far, far from the haunts of men
and goats. :

And be was never seen !
again, and he never came back. !
This is the true story of Morgan's:
disappearance, for are we not here in ;
the very village where he lived? Are
we not standing on the very ground |
where it all occurred? Do mot we .
know, since we are here? Ithasbeen

been said that the Free and Expeoted'
Masons ate him up; that they runm
him through a straw cutter; that they
bought his boy a tin horn; that they
told his wife his gun wasn’t loaded,
and then buried him &t a lonely spot
in the dark forest, where two cross
roads meet, with an ash stake driven
through bis lheart. ¢Many are the
wild and unreal stories told of his
disappearance, but——"

The sad passenger paused impress-
ively.

“But?"” the fat passenger said, in-
terrogatively.

“Butt,” the sad passenger said con-
clusively.— Burlington Hawlkeye.

Meeting of the Grand Lodge of
Quebec.

This Grand Body met at Montreal
on the 22nd ult. Following is the
able address of the Grand Master,
M. W. Bro. J. H. Grahan:—

Officers and Members of the Grand Lodge of
Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of
the Province of Quchec :—

It is my pleasing duty fraterually to wel-
come you to the eleventh annual communi-
cation of the Grand Lodge of Quebea.
Your attendance in such large numbers,
indicates your unabated zeal in the dis-
charge of your important Quties as officers
and representatives of this sovereign Grand
Body, and as members of our ancient and
honorable fraternity.

It now behooves us carcfully to review
the labors of the past year,—zealously and
prudently to perform the duties of this
annual assembly,—and wisely to draft the
designs on the trestle-board for the con-
tinuing and perfecting, in the days to come,
of our grand undertaking. May our labors
having been begun in order, be continued
in peace, and closed in harmony.

THE CRAFT AT HOME.

It is most gratifying to be able to an.
nounce that, in many portions of our juris-
diction there has been, during tho past
year, & manifest increase of interest and
zeal both among the rulers of the craft and
. the workmen in all partz of the temple;

said that Morgan's fate was an awful ’
: that peace and harmony have generally
one, that may not be told. It has i prevalled,—and that a woll-grounded and

{
1
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increased prosperity may justly be antici-
pated.

It is moreover note-worthy that very few
cases of dissonance have been submitted to
me for adjudication.

On the 12th day of November last,
Friendship Lodge, Cookslire, was duly
constituted and its hall consecrated. In
these duties I had the efficient assistance
of the Deputy of the St. Francis District,
and a large number of other Brethren.
This Lodge has begun its career auspicious-
ly,’and with good prospects of coniinued
prosperity.

A Petition was received by e, praying
for the establishment of a new Imdge in
the village of Lachute. It was duly signed
and recommened by one of the Lodges in
the city of Montreal, and by the District
Deputy Grand DMaster. A~ dispensation,
therefore, was granted by me, and on the
31st ult. the Lodge was duly urganized by
the R.W., the District Deputy, assisted by
other Brethren from Mountreal and else-

*where. I trust that circumstances may
favor the granting thereto of a Warrant of
Constitution atthe present Communication
of Grand Lodge.

TIDINGS FROM ABROAD.

Our relations to nearly all the sister
Grand Lodges of the world continue to be
most pleasant and harmonious; and I beg
heartily and fraternally to acknowledge our
great obligation to nearly all these Grand
Bodies, their Grand Masters, their Com-
mittees on Jurisprudence and Foreign Cor-
respondence, to their Grand Secretaries,
and other officers and members, for the
very great and intelligent interest which
they have taken in the home and foreign
affairs of this Grand Lodge, and for the
efficient aid@ which they have rendered to
us, especially during the past two years.
and i fact ever since the formation of this
Grand Body.

RECOGNITION.

It will afford you much satisfaction to
learn that during the year this Grand
Lodge has bean unconditionally recognized
by the old and renowned Grand Lodge of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; and
that Grand Representatives have been ap-
pointed and commissioned to and from the
followinrg Grand Bodies:

GRAND REPRESENTA UIVES,

At Quebec. @rand Lodges.  Fromn Quebec
T. P. Prentiss... .Wash. Ter...J. M. Fletcher.
. Anderson B. Columbia.J. §. Thompson
A. G. Isaitcson... Manitoba....— Bedson.

G. O. Tvler..... Delaware.... W. J. Stewart.

J. B. Charleson.. Tennessee. ...G. C. Connor.

R.Ramsay, M.D.Indian Ter .. A. Welsh.

W. S. Evans....QOregon....... R. R. Francis.

8. B, Newcamb, from Quebee, near New Mexi-
co; and Geo. 0. Tyler, from Georgla, near
Queboc,

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

I deem it my duty to say a word in well-
deserved commendation of the zeal and
efficiency of the District Deputy Grand
Masters. They have, to a very praise-
worthy extent, faithfully Inbored to promote
the interests of the Craft within their
respective Districts, as I think their reports,
about to be submitted to Grand Lodge, will
very clearly show.

I beg to submit, for the consideration of
the Board, and of Grand Lodge, whether
the District of Bediord be not too large.
It seemns to me as though it must requirs
more time and attention than is ordinarily
at the disposal of any one Brother, to visit
sufficiently often all the Lodges therein,
and to supervise them thoroughly.

I beg also to suggest to Grand Lodge
whether it would not be well to empower
the Grand Master to appoint, or to arrange
otherwise for the appoiatment of a special
Deputy, to supervise the Lodge * Cceurs
Unis,” in the city of Montreal, and whose
work is done in the French language. A
Deputy cannot always be obtained for the
Metropolitan District, who can speak both
the English and the French languages
fluertly, and it seems to be necessary that
the Brother supervising this Lodge should,
if possible, be a proficient in both languages.
This practice is happily followed in some
other Grand Lodge jurisdictions on this
continent, wherein are Lodges working in
the French, 1talian and German languages,
as is likely some time to be the case here,

DISTRICT MEETINGS.

As you are aware, & “new departure”
was teken by me the past year, in holding
meetings of the officers and members also
of the several Lodges in each of the five
Districts of the Province. In conducting
these meetings I was ably assisted by the
D. D. G. M.’s, oud other Grand and Past
Grand Officers; by the officers of the re-
spective Liodges, and by visiting and other
Brethren. To all such, I beg to return my
especial thanks, as also for the many
fraternal courtesies extended to me in con-
nection with their assemblies.

Among the objects sought to be attained
was the communication of important infor-
matior concerning the Craft; the awaken-
ing of a greater interest and zeal; the im-
provement of work and governance, and
the becoming better and more intimately
acquainted with the rulers and members of
the Fraternity throughout our jurisdic tion.

The meeting held at Sherbrooke was
chiefly devoted to the exemplification of
work, and it is evident that the labors and
exercises at such gatherings may be of
great variety and importance.

All these District Meetings were well at-
tended, and many of the Grand Lodge, snd
other Officers and Brethren, have been
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pleased to communicate to me the opinion
that they were productive of very counsider-
able good in their respective Districts; and
have also expressed tho hope that the
holding of such mestings annually might
hereafter be the fixed policy of this Grand
Lodge.
WINTEK AND SUMMER FESTIVALS.

The Brethren of the city of Quebec, with l

¢“their friends™ and invited guests, cele-
brated the St. John'’s Festival of last mid.
winter by a magnificent Masonic Ball,
Famous as are the public Masounic Festi-
vities of the Brethren of the ‘* Ancient
Capital,” it is thought that the last festival
eclipsed its predecessors in the brilliancy
of the assemblage, the admirable manner
in which it had been arranged and was
conducted, and the pleasunt remembrances
and happy associations connected there-
with. I beg of the good Brethren of the
famous old city to accept my hearty fra-
ternal thanks for their many courtesies on

that very interesting occasion, and in con- -
nection with the successful District Meet- |

ings held near the same time.

'
The energetic and zealous D. D. G. M. of
the St. Fiancis District invited the Lodges .

of his District to celebrate the mid-summer
Festival of St. John's, by a trip to the far-

famed Lake Memphremagog, and by a .
dinner aud ball at the Revere House. It .

was fairly successful, considering the other

local gatherings at the time. Several

Brethren from Montreal and other parts of
the Province kindy attended.

Other festivals were held, of which I
have no especial report, but they will
doubtless be duly noted by the D.D.G. M.’s.

1t seems well for Freemasons, with their
families and friends, to perpetuate the
«elebrations of these ancient solstitial
festivals, now denominated in Christian
countries, and especially among Masons,
St. John's Days. I deem this goodly cus-
tom to be promotive of the general welfare
of the Fraternity.

WORK.

From my own observation, and irom
other sources of information, it appears
that of late there has beer a very decided
improvement in the work in many Lodges.
It is quite obvious to what source that is
attributable (but it also appears that in
some cases, the irregular use of what was
intended for good is the cause of scrious
evil. This must be put an end to.)

In very many instances there is yet
doubtless very great room for improvement.
There is far too little of that generous,
fraternal rivalry of who can lest work. The
Worshipful Masters and their officers
should, during their term of office, seek to
make their Lodge the best worked Lodge
in their District, or even in the Province.
This is & noble ambition, and is worthy of

the best Masons in our jurisdiction. It is,
moreover, intended the coming year to
have the officers of such tirst-class working
Lodges exemplify the work, or a part of
it, before their respective District Assem-
blies, und perhaps before Grand Lodge. A
Lodge reputed to be the best, or among
the best worliing Lodges in the District or
Province, would not lon have to complain
of the 'non-attendence, ‘ther of its own
members, or of visitors both from home
and abroad. That Brother is to be viewed
with compassion, who speaks d.sparagingly
of excellence in ritualism. Of course, to
be perfect, or nearly so, in nitual, is to be
| in possession of one only of the prime
! qualifications of a thoroughly educated
! Master of a. Lodge, or other officer; but it
! is one of the most importunt, when other
' requisite qualifications are added thereto.
Strive earnestly, therefore, and labor
zealously to attain perfectness in work, as
" well as to acquire all the other necessary
attributes of a ‘perfect master” or a
“model officer” in your respective rank.
LODGES OF INSTRGCTION,

It appears to me to be exceedingly desir-
able that'ths Officers cspecially of some
one Lodge, or those of several Lodges
\ united, should take advantage of the pro-
visions of the Constitution for the estab-
lishment of Lodges or schools of instruction
aud drill in work. This may be done in
the rural parts of our jurisdiction, as well
; as in the cities. They have a successful
existence in jurisdictions wherein Masonry
is attaining its highest development, and I
am of the opinion that much good would
result therefrom in our Province. They
are & fruitful source of benefit to the Craft,
i when conducted under wise rules and regu-
i lations, and with due official supervision.
Four of our winter months afford the best
. of opportunities for holding them.

i Young officers especially should have
i such comparatively private opportunities
| for the practice and exemplification of their
, work, under the direction of a well-skilled
' instructor, outside the regular Lodge meet-
1 ings. It is one thing to know the work,
. and it is quite another, without embarrass-
ment and hesitation, to perform 1t satisfac-
! torily before an assembled Lodge. It is
only the few who can, by mere self-training,
'do this. The timid, bashful workman
would often, with such opportunities for
. practice, drill and instruction as theso
¢ Lodges of improvement afford, become the
| best of Officers.
Which Lodge, Lodges or Officers will
have the high honor of first successfully
{ inaugarating this good movement, and
' solving this important problem?
| LAYING A FOUNDATION STONE.

| On the 8th of June last a special com-
| munication of the Grand Lodge was held

3
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in the Village of Frelighsburg, for the pur-
pose of laying the foundation stone of the
Bishop Stewart Memorial Church. The
minutes thereof will give a tolerably full
account of the ceremonies on that very in-
teresting occasion.

The invitation to the Grand Lodge was
received through the Grand Junior Warden,
R. W. Bro. Marvin, for himself and other
members of the Church Committees; from
the Rector, the Rev. J. B. Davidson, M.A.;
and sanctioned by His Lordship, Bishop
Bond, of the Diocese of Montreal.

The attendance of the officers and mem-
bers of the Grand Lodge—of Brethren from
DMontreal and elsewhere throughout the
Province, and especially frem the District
of Bedford, in which the beautiful village
of Frelighsburg is situated, and also of
Royal Arch Companions, present in their
distinctive regalia, by specinl invitation
from me, was very large, considering that
the place is not yet directly accessible by

. railway.

The day was fine; the gathering present
was estimated to be about two thousand;
and all the exercises of the occasion ap-
peared to be to the acceptance of the as-
sembled Craft, and to the public generally.

All the Officers, Brethren and Com-
panions present—the Grand Officers, and
the Past Officers and others who occupied
the places and most acceptably performed
the duties of those Grand Officers unavoid-
ably absent—well deserve fraternal com-
mendation from e, and also from Grand
Lodge.

I beg also to record my especial com-
mendation of the R. W. Grand Junior War-
den, Bro. Marvin, for his zealous and suc-
cessful labors which, well assisted by
others, rendered the day and the occasion
80 memorable. It must have been a source
of much gratification to him to have the
first foundation stone of a church edifice
laid by the Grand Lodge of Quebec, take
slace in the village whurein he resides, and

uring his term of offi.ce.

After the completion of the Masonic cere-
monies in laying the foundation stone in
the north-east corner of the building, His
Lordship the Bishop, assisted by a large
number of his clergy, laid the superincum-
bent corner stone, with the solemr and im-
pressive services of the charch, after which
appropriate and eloguent discourses were
delivered by His Lordship, by the Rector,
and by the Rural Dean and others. The
Bishop in his address most courteounsly re-
ferred to the services of the Grand Lodge
on the occasion, as did also the Rector.
The officers and members of the Grand
Lodge also gratefully remember the cour-
tesies extended to them by the brethren
and friends at Frelighsburg. The saintly
Bishop Stewart, whose name the church
commemorates, was a zealous membeor of

our fraternity, and the volume of the
Sacred Law, borne in the procession, was
gresented by him to Prevost Lodge, Dun-
am.
PUBLIO MASONIC PROCESSIONS.

The union of Craft and Capitular Masons
in the processions, at the laying of founda-
tion stones, being & departure from the
custom hitherto prevailing in most juris-
dictions of the Dominion, it is fitting that
I should submit o Grand Lodge some of
my reasons for the adoption of what I
deemed most suitable and proper.

The occasion on which Masons may most
becomingly appear in public, clotked in
their distinctive regalia,—are those of fun-
erals, the laying of foundation or cope
stones, attending public Divine service, and
at certain social festivals.

It is generally held that Craft and Cap-
itular Masonry unitedly form and compre-
hend the substance of pure Ancient Free-
masonry; although for the greater conveni-
ence of governance, they are generally
ruled one jurisdictionally, by separste
Grand Bodies. In our Constitution, as in
most others, provision is now made for the
union in funeral processions of Craft and
Royal Arch Masons; and since their prin-
ciples, traditions, and sublime symbolism
are substantially alike, and confessedly de-
rived from the same source, it seems to
me, therefore, most unfitting to exclude
Royal Arch Masons from & participation
with their fellows, in daties, privileges and
ceremonies, which to so great an extent
comport with their symbolic labors.

Moreover, there do not appear to be good
reasons why all Craftsman governing dif-
ferent portions of a complete systems
should not on all such public occasions, be
practically, as they are deemed to be
theoretically, one and inseparable; and al-
though by almost common consent and
time immemorial custom, the superior
rulers and workmen of the third degree
are conceded the posts of honor and of
labor, nevertheless all true and worthy
brethren of every grade of ancieat Masonry
ought, in my opinion, to be held as of right
entitled, on all such occasions, to be asso-
ciated with their fellow-workmen.

Besides, if the becoming and successful
performance of such pubiic duties is of ad-
vantage to one portion of the Craft, why
may not the other inter-lated and cognate
portion be made sharers of such labors and
privileges, and hence better promote the
genem? welfare?

I observed, also, that at the laying of the
foundation stone of a public building in
Halifax, Nova Scotia, during the past year,
on the invitation of the Grand Master, the
Craft and Royal Arch Masons joined in the
procession, to the general acceptance of the
brethren there.
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The union of Craft and Capitular Masons
on all suoh public occasions, appears also
to be the general rule in the United States
of America.

It scews to me Lo bo desirable, therefore,
to follow the same practice in our jurisdic-
tion.

MASONIC LIFE INSURANCE.

Brethren in different parts of the Pro-
vince have frequently enquired of me as to
the desirability of establishing within our
jurigdiction & NMasonic Life Insarance As-
sociation. Anent which I beg to say that
it seems to me, if & suficient number of
leading brethren, of whom we have not a ;
few, could be induced to form themselves [
into such an association, mutual or other, !
and would give the necessary time and at-
tention to the important and responsible
affairs of such an orgunization, free or al-
most wholly free of charge, and if a thor-
oughly informed and efficient one of their
number would act as the executive officer
of the society, at a cowmparatively low
salary, and that if the affairs of the asso-
ciation were conducted on strictly business
principles, and in accordance with the now
tolerably well-known laws of risk and lia-
Lility governing other like well-conducted
associations, the rates of life insurance
might possibly be made very considerably !
Tower than usual, and that a Masonic Life
Insurance Association might be made a
permanent success within our jurisdiction,
as has, I beliove, been the case elsewhere.

Grand Lodge itself can bave no financial
or other like connection with such an or- I
ganization, and can neither have nor incur
uny responsibility therefor. I have been 1
informed that an association of the kind
has been formed in the St. Francis Dis-
trict, but I am unable to give any inform-
ation concerning its status and prospects.

I beg, therefore, to leave this important
matter for the due consideration of the
members of the Craft, desirous of securing
}:he advantages anticipated to accrue there-
rom.

LODGE RQOMS.

Many Lodge xooms while comfortable as !
w0 size—well furnished—and otherwise very
suitable for MMasonic uses, ere very un-
perfectly ventilated. This is a great evil
and demands immediate remedy. Not a
few Lodges are often in a double sense un-
cousciously the victims of incipient or ad-
vanced consumption in great part from the
somuific and even deadly effects of breath-
ingin their otherwise splendid halls, over.
heated, foul, fetid and poisonous air. This
is the case not only in the sweltering heat
of midsummer, but oftentimes as bad or
worse in midwinter. Let there, I beseech
vou, be at once put into all such badly ven-
tilated rooms and halls, & sufficient num-
ber of good-sized outlets running from the

oeiling up through the roof into the open
air and well protected sbove from the
storm, and have a corresponding or suffi-
cient number of inlets for fresh air be-
neath, so that there will be a constant but
well regulated circulation of the pure fresh
air of heaven throughout the Lodge room,
carrying up and out that which has become
vitinted and wholly unfit to breathe. This
done, what & change for the better among
officers and workmen. Comfort and cheer-
fuluess would take the place of supreme
discomfort and languor, and other things
being equal, drowsiness and somnolence
amongst the occupants of the cushioned
seats would be among the things that were.
I beg of you, therefore, officers and breth-
ren, to see to it that your Lodge rooms are
well ventilated. I speak of this important
matter from personal experience and ob-
servation.
LODGE DUES.

It appears that difficulties occasionally
arise anent Lodge dues, and the suspen-
sions for non-pauyment seems at . times
somewhat numerous. YVarious methods
have been g suggested for remedying the
evil. It appears L0 mo that if Lodges were
suficiently careful in the selection of their
material—if the amount required for dues

i were put at the lowest suin actually neces-

sary to defray working expenses, if the ut-
most promptness were persistently folowed
in their collection before large arrears
accumulate, if a few minutes at each Lodge
meeting were set apurt especially for pay-
ment of dues, if necessary allowances were
made for members who may be poor or in
tewporary financial emburrassment, if a
sufficient reduction were made for “country”
and other non-resident members, and if the
officers of Lodges lubored diligently to make
the Lodge meetings interesting, izstructive
and profituble to the members, it does
seem, as there are not a few instances to
show, that the evil complained of wounld
be reduced to & minimum.

Moreover, if & brother has been suspend-
ed for non-payment of dues, it hardly
seems just to require him, on his restora-
tion, to pay the dues bhaving accrued dur-
ing the period of his suspension. If such
were not required, 1t might facilitate desir-
able restorations.

Two Lodges have submitted to me for

coufirmation a system of life-membership,.

but not being as yet satisfied that the sys-
tem has worked well in jurisdictions where-
in it has been adoptcd, and deeming it to
be of very great importance, I have deferred
action thereon, desiring to have it more
fully considered by the Lodges themselves,
and by the Board of General Purposes, and
by the Grand Lodge.

In this connection, it may be well for me
to recommend each Lodge not having done
80, carefully to consider the advisebility of
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following the c¢rample of Grand Lodge, and
have their Troasurer annuslly give & guar-
antee bond or other sueurity to the Lodge,
and also to require the Finarce Committee
duly and regularly to invest or deposit
the funds of the Lodge according to the
By-laws, and make report thereof monthly
or quarterly to the Lodge, producing at the
sameo time the proper vouchers or certifi-
cates of said investiment or deposit of funds;
and that no monies be dr: wn therefrom,
except by duc anthorization of the commit-
tee, or the Lodge, or both. A detailed an-
nual finance and audit roport should on n-.
account be omitted. The financial affairs
of & Lodge should always be conducted on
strict business principles.
ASYLUM FUND.

Many years ago several of the Lodges in
this P.ovince, then under the jurisdiction
of the Grand Lodge of --Canada,” paid con-
siderable smus towards a fund for a then
proposed “Muasonic Asylum.” These funds

are now held by the Grand Lodge of ** Ca.
nada,” together with the interest having
accrued thereon. Some time since, the
Grand Lodge of *Canada” fraternally took
certain action having in view the returning
of said subscriptions to these several
Lodges in this Province. I beg, therefore,
to suggest that without further delay, cach
contributory Liodge in t9 Province be re-
quired forthwith to report to the Grand
Secretary, the date and amount of its sub-
scription to the said fund, and that at this
Communicution, the Board of General Pur-
poses consider and report to Grand Lodge,
a courso of procedure to be adopted anent
the application for, and return to said
Lodges of the amount, principal and inter-
est of their subscription to said ** Asylum
Fund.”
DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS.

WealtLy members of our fraternity would
doubtless think me remiss did I fail to re-
mind them of the great amount of really
unending good which they might do, if, out
of their abundance, they would make do-
nations or bequests to the charitable funds
of Grand Lodge. These, according to the
will of the donor, might be made permanent
investments called after his own name, and
the revenue therefrom be forever applied to
the specific form of benevolence prescribed

*ie the grant.
REVISION OF THL CONSTITUTION.

Early during the past year, an able com-
mittee was appointed by me to revise the
Constitution of Grand Lodge, and to make
report thercof at this Annual Communica-
tion, but it appears that it has not been
practicable for them to perform the im-
portant duty devolved upon them. It is,
therefore, deemed advisable to continue
the committee for the coming year, with

the assurance that a careful revision will
be made next winter, and their report be
printed, and copies thereof be distributed
to the officers of Grand Lodge, and to all
the Worshipful Masters of Lodges, at least
two months previous to the next Annual
Communication. This will afford a full
opportunity for its careful examination,
and the arranging of any proposed amend-
ments thareto, before being called upon to
vote for its adoption.

I beg to suggest the advisability of re-
taining the general frame work of our pres-
ent constitution. making onlysuch changes,
alterations and ameundments ss experience
seems to have rendered desirable or neces-
sary; and that there be added thereto a
complete set of Masounic forms of 21l kinds,
and a full, minute and well-arranged index.

GRAND LOLGE LIBRARY.

As a tolerably gcod beginning has been
made towards the forrastion of a Grand

; : ge Library, it secwuis v i
Jhave never been appropriated therefor, and . Lodge Library, secwis very desirable

that some systematic arrangements be
made for its managem:ent and supervison.
1 beg therefore, to sugsest that the Deputy
Grand Master, the G.and Treasurer and
the Grand Secrctary be constituted a per-
manent Library Committee; that the
Grand Secretary be appointed Librarian;
that suitable rules be adopted for the ob-
taining and returning of books; that the
ordinary outleys for binding, purchasing
of new books, pcriodicals, &c., be under
vhe direction of the comnmittes, with the
sanction of the Grand Master; that all
extraordinary outlays for and proposed
extensive additions to the Library, shall
be submitted to Grand Lodge for its ap-
proval, and that an wnnual report of the
state of the Library be made by the Li-
brarian to Grand Lodge.

I may also with propriety suggest to the
older Brethren especially the great advan-
tages which would accrue to Grand Lodge,
and to the Craft in general, should they
donate to the Grand Lodge their valuable
esoteric books and manuscripts, and perhaps
other precious volumes, during their life
time, or arrange that it shall be done at their
death. All such and other like donations
to the Grand Lodge Library, will be grate-
fully and fraternally received, suitably ac-
knowledged, and duly cared for and pre-
served for proper use.

GENERAL EXPEXNSES.

It appears to be desirable that Grand
Lodge should make some suitable provis-
ion for defraying the actual expenses of
the Grand Muaster in attending District and
other meetings, in different parts of ouxr
jurisdiction; and in the performance of
other imperative duties requiring travel-
ing outlays. Grand Lodge has not been
neglectful of such matters hitherto, but
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definite provision therefor would be much
more business-like and satisfactory.

It seemxalso that it would be much
better if somo system of per diem and
mileage were adopted for the payment of
the members of the Board of General
Purposes, in attondance at the annual or
other meetings of the Board.

CONSOLIDATION OF LODGES.

It also appears as though the good work
of reducing the number of lodges in the
City of Montreal and in a few other parts
of the Province, could be carried still fur-
ther with signal benefit to the Craft.
Since the transition period of our history,
there still remain certain duplicate lodges,
which it is hoped may ere long become
happily united. In such casesit seems to
me that consolidation and union would
give increased strength and prosperity, and
be otherwise promotive of great good. The
Brethren directly interested are entreated
to give this very important matter their
most serious consideration, and to use their
best endeavors to secure this very desirable
consummation.

LODGE SEALS.

It is a requirement of the Constitution
that “every Lodge shall have a Masonic
Seal, to be a affixed to all documents proper
to be issued,” and that “an impression of
the sealis to be sent to the Grand Secretary,
and whenever changed, an impression of
the new seal shall in like manner be trans.
mitted. ” I beg, therefore, to call the atten-
tion of Worshipful Masters to their duty in
respect to this, and admonish them to see
toit, that if their Lodges have been hither-
to reriss, the omission may be immediately
supplied. District Deputy Grand Masters
are also admonished to inquire into and
make report of any failure on the part of
Lodges to comply with these important
commsnds of the Constitution. The Grand
Secretary should also be required to submit
higs Book of the Copies or Imypressions of
T.odge Seals to the Board of General Pur-
poses, for inspection and report.

T beg also to suggest that every Lodge be
required to deposit with the Grand Secre-
tary a copy of its By-laws, and all amend-
ments made thereto from time to time.
These being carefuily collated and preserved
in the Grand Lodge Library, would make
8 valuable addition thereto, and would be
very convenient for referenco and such like.

STANDING ORDER OF GRAND LODGE

I am informed that the standing order
of Grand Lodge, which is printed annually
on the first page of the cover, and on the
title page of the Annual Proceedings—
namely, “ordered to be read in all Lodges,
and preserved "—is not so generally com-
plied witk asit ought to be.

If such things are so, it will readily ac.
count for the great lack of information
among the Craft generally as to the doings
of our own and other Grand Lodges througa-
out the world. Fifteen to thirty minutes
of each Lodge meeting, occupied by the
Worshipful Masters in reading, until com-
pleted, the entire Aunual Proceedings ofthe
Grand Todge, including the report om
foreign correspondence, would be of the
greatest possible good, in the Masonic en-
lightenment of the Brethren, in the increase
of their zeal, and in the promotion of the
best intesests of the Fraternity in general.

Tuese proceedings are ordered not only
“to bo read,” but also “to be preserved.”
It would be intetesting to know how many
lodges have carefully preserved the complete
file of the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge
of Quebec from its formation, and how
many hove had them bound in suitably
sized volumes from time to time. This
very important matter should be carefully
inquired into by the R. W. the D. D. G. M.'s,
and reported upon to Grand Lodge. If
there are Lodges which have sadly neglect-
ed this duty hitherto, it may not be too
late to remedy this grave error as to the
preservation of our interesting and valuable
Proceedings, as the loss, if such exists, will
be more and more seriously felt, and more
difficult to repair, as timerollson. ffirmly
rely on the Worshipful Masters, on Distriot
Deputy Grand Masters, and others, to give
immediate attention to these imperative
duties, which ought on no account to be
neglected.

CTBA AND COLON.

The gratifying intelligence has been re-
ceived that thiese two Bodies have adjusted
their differences, and when the official docu-
ments come to hand, it appears probable
that we shall be enabled to extend fraternal
recognition to the now governing Grand
Body of the Island of Cuba, and perchance
to exchange Grand Representatives there-
with.

G. L. OF NEW SOUTH WALES,

I beg to report that I have given very
considerable attention to the application
for fraternal recognition by the “Grand
Lodge of New South Wales.” A careful
examination of the papers submitted, and
of an official reply to a communication sent,
asking for additional information, has as
yet failed to satisfy me that the course pur-
sued in its formation fully accorded with

-1 that adopted and carried out by Quebec.

I therefore very much regret that I cannot
at present recommend Grand Lodge to ex-
tend recognition to this Grand Body, the
more especially as it has been intimated to
me thet some other Grand Lodges are de-
ferring action therewith, awaiting the de-
cision of the Grand Lodge of Quebec. I
reluctantly advise still farther postpone-

vrohe gl
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jon'of the hépe that cirourpstafices may”
soon alfise so‘that we may Be enabled to ex- '

tend theretd fratérnal récoguitiod,
EABLY RECORDS OF 8. L. OF VERMONT:. .

A rioptly-bound voluine “of, the ‘Eerly |

Raabdrdsy of the Griand Lodge of Vermont,
from 1794 to 1846,” has been kindly pre-
sented to our Grand Lodge Library by that
sister Grand” Body. An additional copy
with.g stitable superscription, and accom-
punied tvith.a complimentary official letter
has also been received by me from the
samé fraternal source, for my own library.
In yotwr behalf and my own, I beg to re-
turn, therefor, hearty thanks.

Other like donations will doubtless be
duly acknowledged in the Report of the
Grand Secretary, or otherwise, in our
printed Proceedings.

HISTORICAL- INCIDENTS.

By the favor cf the Deputy Grand
Masgter, I was recently enabled to forward
to R.'W. Bro. W.J. Hughan, of Truro,
who is one of the learned historians and
antiquaries of the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land, end of world-wide repute as a Mas-
onic writer, & copy of the Warrant of Al-
bion Ledge, Quebec, No, 2, on our Registry,
and also & sketch of their centenary medal,
and & copy of the authorization from the
Grand Lodge of England, for Albion to use
the same; the receipt of which has been
gratefully and fraternally acknowledged by
Bro. Hughan.

Albion was originally & military lodge,
attached to the 4th Battalion, Royal
Axtillery. Its warrant was of date Dec.,
1761; at first No. 9, but after the union No.
17 on the Registry of the United Grand
Lodge of England. The present warrant
is & duplicate, of date London, 27 Jan.,
1829—the Duke of Sussex, G. M.; Lord
Dundes, D. G. M., and W. H. White and
Edward Harper, Grand Secretaries. " Since
the latter date Albion has been permanent-
}folaoca.te'd in the City of Quebec, as a civil

ga.

Through the assistance of leading Breth-
ren in Quebec, it is anticipated that the
original Warrant of Albjon Lodge, and
other valuable papers and documents re-
lating to'it apd other Lodgeg, as wellas to
thé earliest Provincial Grand Lodges, may
yet be obtained. :

In Bro. Hughan’s Numerical and Namis-
matical Register of English Lodges, in'a
list of twenty:seven ancient Lodges, under
the, héa@ip%,’ “Special Centepary Jewels,”
second on’ the listds the following.. record:
17, 'A:ll;"‘On‘ Lodgo, Quebge, (qow under
Grand Ly ige, of Quebeo),” apdiitia the
[

only one’ 4ist under tid, jnxis

of "&°Soveéreign Grand Todge othér’ than |

that of England,

ment ot its copsidoration, with thé expross- |

diction |

In the s«Ea.riy Racords ' of the Grand

 Lodge of Vermant,” I find thit “Dorohester
Lodge, Vergenpes, Yt., now No. 1 cn,the .

‘Registry of that flourishing. sister, Grand
Body, and the third Lodge established
Within the limits ¢f the Green Mountain
‘state, wasg ' ohartered by the Provinoial
,Grand Lodge of Quebes in 1791. The inti-
‘mate friendly relations of that Grand Bedy

.to this, are not, therefore, 50 much to be-

wondered:at, since the Premier Lodge o' -

tered birth-place.

Such and.such like historical faots
foreibly remind- us that had the Lodges and
Brethren of tlis Province heen, at an early
day, true to themselves and to their
bounden duties, the Sovereign Grand Lodge
of Quebeo, instead of having just passed
the tenth year of 'its existence, might soon
have been celebrating its Hundredth Anni-
versary, as one of the oldest Grand Lodges
on the Continent of Amerioa; outrivalling
in age the United Grand Lodge of England
itself, and haviug a long record in imitation
of her noble deeds of charity and Masounic
beneficence, and having exercised its legiti-
mate influence as a Grand Body, through
these past generations, in moulding the in-
tellectual, social and moreal destiny of our
reople. -

But thus generally has it ever been with
unorganized “colonial” Free-Masonry., Its
career has, in great part, been checquered,
incohesive, uncontinuous—by far too de.
pendent, dissevered, and consequently un.
productive of good, as compared with the
renowned sources whence it sprung.

‘Witness the wondrous Masonic progress in
the United States of America, in our own
country, and in other lands, east and west,
ag & consequent chiefly of the formation of
separate and independent Grand Lodges,
holding and exercising exclusive and endi-
vided sovereign territorial jurisdiction, as
compared with the state of the Craft in
most of the *‘colonial” Masonic dependen-
cies; and is it not a fact, that since the for-
mation, a quarter of & century ago, of the
Canadian Mother Grand Lodge (now de
facto and de jure * Ontario”) that more has
been accomplished by her for the cause of
Masonary during the short period of her
independent, sovereign existence, than had
been done by.the «whole of the dependent
“Colonial Masonry” in all of British Nortl

not gll the other sovereign Grand Lodges of
the Dominion coxnnencing upon a like pros-

‘peraps caveer? and is it not far more in
accordange with the genius, the traditions, :

and the copstituyions of Freemasonaryy and

.(exggg +the mercgparyiong of & few, pounds,

Bhiflings, .and .pence, con)ng annually i
the re%gsui'y) for the Dritias Mother Gra

Lodges to have (iustead of what has gene-

her Registry hails from Quebes as its char-

ey

America for the past hundred years; and are -

fer bei{;er tom every possible point of vipw,-

2

.
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rally. prevailed *“‘colonially” and to & feeble
extent still exists)a _wof]d_ anoiroling ag-
%&ﬁon of inddpendént, soVéreign Giand

‘digs like themidlved, connboted with
thésb mother Grand Lodges in & perpetual
alljance of fraternal amity?

HISTORICAL COMMITTER., B )

‘Various corumittees have been appointed
by me for collecting and depositing in the
archives of Grand Lwodge, the ancient and
other documents, papers,. records, periodi-
cals,.volumes and suoh like, which could
be procured within our jurisdiotion, relating
to the history of Freemasonry in this pro-
vinge from the earliest times; and also snoh
as specially pertain to the history of the
Lodges now on our Registry, If not pleas-
antly disappointed by reports thereof, this
year, I fear little can be accomplished in
this way. There are many suoh valuable
documents, papers, &o., believed to exist in
the Province, and they ought if possible to
be in possession of Grand Lodge for future
use in the preparation snd publication of &
general history of the Craft and of this
Grand Lodge. Some are prebably lost be-
yond recovery, others will soon disappear
unless speedily procured. How to obtain
them is the question.

Of course fhe labor connected therewith
will be very considerable, and without the
efficient co-operation of a large number of
lesding brethren, very little could be accom-
plished by any one brother in rescuing from
oblivion these precious materials. While
many Lodges and Brethren would doubtless
take pleasurs in donating to Grand Lodge
certain doouments and papers on being offi-
cially applied to and receiving due acknow-
ledgment therefor, certain moderate outlays
would occasionally be necessary in order to
obtain others both at home and abroad,
and for the procuring of copies of records
and papers relating to Quebec, in the ar-
chives of other Grand Lodges.

If Grand Lodge agrees with me as to the
denirability of making an early and effective
effort in this direction, and will arrange for
@ limited ontlay when required—I would
puggest, with some hesitation and reluct-
ance, for obvious reasons, that the daties
guggested be, by formal resolution, devolved
on the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand
Master, and the Grand Secretary, with
power te add to their number.

GRAND LODGE HONORS.

3n view of the many favors hitherto be-
gtowed on this Grand Y.odge, and of the
many valuable services rendered to Quebes
by eminent Brethren, both at home and
abroad; and in order to 'show, in Bome
slight degree at lenst, a due apprécidtion of
ourmany obligations, and seeking in a be.
coming way to honoy ourselves, according
to goodly custom, by having, with their
eongens, the names of illustrious Brethren

on our roll .of -members—I beg to propose
that Gand fadge fonstitnte g;tw- B

. D, Haripgton, of Prasdott, QOntsrio;,
W. Bro. tﬁe Hon. J, H. ATOiL
Portland, Mo.;. and K. W. Bro. Col, W, 3.
B. MoLeod Moore, of Laprairie, P. Q.,
Honorary members of this Grand Lodge;
and tbgi; it confer the thonorary rank of
7rgnd Senioc Warden of Quebea on R. W.
Bro. J. H. Neilson, of Dublin, Ireland; and
on R. W. Bro. W. J. Hughsan, of Tiaro,
England: and I beg also to request. thaf
Grand J.odge confer the honorary rank of
Grand Junior Warden on V. W. Bro. Ool.
Wm. Brinsmaid, of Burlington, Vt. I am
sure that it will give Grand Lodge s much
satisfaction to confirm these proposals as it
gives me to make them.

ENGLAND AND 8COTLAND.

As the Grand Lodge, at its last Annual
Communication, adopted the report of the
Board of General Purposes, to the effect
that * the whole matter pertaining to our
re:ntions to the Grand Lodges of England,
S-otland, and to other Grand Bodies, be
lets in the hands of the Most Warshipfal,
the Grand Master,” I beg to report that
much time'and attention has been given
by ma to this very important duty.

Shortly after the close of the last Annual
Communication, an *“ open letter” was.re-
ceived by me from a Past Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, and Grand
Representative of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland, near that Grand Body, containing
& statement of his views of Quebec mat-
ters, and of the relations of Queheo and
Scotland, and addressed to the Grand
Lodge of Kentucky.

I lost no time in replying thereto by
printed ciroular, as the Grand Lodge of
Kentucky was shortly to assemble. The
letter and reply will be published in our
proceedings, and will soon be in your
hands for perusal. Suffice it at present to
say that the Grand Lodge of Kentucky so
viewed matters that her action thereanent
was worthy of that chivalric Grand Body,
and eminently satisfactory to Quebes. This
is the only American Grand Lodge with
which any official communication has taken
place during the past year, anent the Que-
bec-8cotland matter,

The voice of nearly every Grand Lodge
in the Dominion, and in the United Btates
of Amarics, has been heard in condemng-~
tion of the action of Scotland, in the in-
vasion by her of our jurisdiction, by the
establishment therein of two private
Lodges, and of s Provinoial Grand Liodge.
Early during the yeir I prepared and
caused to be printed, in lien of our Foreign
Correspondence, two pamphlets containin
extracts from. the %rocaeélings of the graste
part of the Greand Lodges in the Domijnion
and in the United States, These wers ex-

. Drumamond, of
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tensively cironlated;: both: ati home and
abroad, and they might well, with similar
extraocts from subseqtient prosesdings, be
bodnd along with: our’ own proceéditigs for
the current year. My official'and other
correspondencs in relation t6 Quebec-Exg-
liskr'and Quebec-Scottish affairs, has been
very extensivo and various. My policy
snd procedure, as well as my principal
foreign communications, have genorally
been #ubmitted in advance to my principal
fellow-officers in Grand Lodge, and they
have in every -instance, I beligve, given
their hearty, fraternal approval thereof

Iu o}l that I bave done thus far ih regard
to ‘the- adjustment of inter-jurisdioctional
matters between us and these Girand Lodges
of Great Britain, X have sincerely sought to
obtein peace, harmony and unity, peace-
fully and with honor, and as I said in
another place, & year ago, *‘I have too firm
a faith in the intelligence and fraternal
prudence and good-will of these Brethren
now in dissent here, and in the -wisdom
and sbility of the ralers and fathers of the
Craft in the mother.land, to have any
present doubts as to the ultimate result. X
trust, therefors, at no distant day, to be
able to commanicate * * *- the con-
summeation so devoutly to be desired.”

The correspondence and events of the
intervening months have served messur-
ably to strengthen the then expoctations;
but should it be that these seemingly weli-
grounded anticipations of & peaceful, honor-
able and constitutional adjustment of these
unhappy international differences is- not
gsoon realized, the Grand Lodge of Quebec
will be fully prepered for auy other contin-
gonoy which may unhappily arige; and in
casge it is unfortunately required (which we
fervently trust may not be), thera will be in
readiness to submit, for the approval of
Grand Lodge, at an Emergent Commani-
oation, if need he, such a course of action
g, I believe, will be strictly warranted by
the Constitutions &nd ancient practice of
the fraternity, and will, in my opinion, be
generally sanctioned and gustained by the
Craft, a8 **Quebes” has hitherto been by
nearly all the regular sister Grand Lodges
-of the world. :

‘We have not by any means, as some
brethren timidly suppose, exhausted all
the constitutional messures at our com-
mand, in defence of the exclusive undivided
sovereignty of the Grand Lodge of Quebeo,
end of the numerous sister ‘Grand Lodges
in fraternal accord and slliance with her
snd whose international sovereign rights
and prerogatives we are hound to sustain
and defend as sacredly as our own.

But as the correspondence relating to
these international medters of imminent
importance is still being carried on, and ia
therufore mecessarily incomplete, and ss
-avents of more or less importanes ave now

ttanspiring, whish, to a greater or lesn ex-
tent, may materially affect the final adjushs
ment of these interjuriadictional matters
ag well as affect tha peace, unity and wel-
fare of the Oraft both at home and-abread;
I do not deam it wiseror prudent to submit
¢the corraspondence to -Grand Lodge at ite
presenty Communioation, and I therefore
beg mopt. respectfully to suggeat- the sans.
tioning by Grand Lodge of a coursg similar
to thet ocnasionally pursued in Parliamens,
when a r Jtion is made asking for the pro-
duction by the Government of papers relat-
ing to important pending negotiations and
transpiring events, the Premier imrre
thereto, feels justified in affirming that the
interests: .of the State would not be sub-
served by the production of said papers
and correspondence-at the present time,
but that they will be submitted in full to
the House on some future day; and im
general every well disposed member om
either side readily acquiesces in the Qecisicnx
oi .t)ize Government, as announced by its
chief, :

I therefore fraternally request Grand
Lodge to exercise and extend a like confx
dence, and for the reasons assigned and for
others which must be quite obvious, to ae-
quiesc® in the above proposal, the more
especially as at no very distant day, the
whole of the correspondence will be subv
mitted to Grand Lodge, and if deemed
best, published in full in our proceedings;
and hencal acw submit to Grand Lodge
the advisability of re-afficming the resolus
tion of last year, leaving the whole mattor
of our interjurisdictional and other relations
to these and other Grand X.odges in the
bands of the Grand Master for the coming
year, or until the holding of an: Emergeat
Communication of Grand Iodge, should
such be deemed necsssary or advisable,

FROM LABOR TO BEST.

No instances of death within our jaris-
diction have been reported to me during
tho past year. Should such losses have
been_suffered, they will doubtless be daly
noted by the R. W, the District Depuly
Grand Masters. Not & few eminent breth.
ren in other jarisdictinng have been called
wfrom lsbor to rest,” sinco we last med,
chief amongst whom, as a worthy Brather,
as & courteous and efficient officer, and as
& warm personal friend, was the late Qis-
tinguished Grand Secrstary of the United
Grand Yiodge of England. R. W. Brothex
John Hervey. He was born April, 1807,
and died July, 1880. He was for thirfeen
years Grand Secretary of the Grand Lo
of Bngland. His name had become “famiki
ar as an bousehold word” throughout the
Masonio world., His losswill be univ
motirned, and his' memory. will be
¢herished by many generations of’
men.

fondly
sty
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I suggest that & memorial page of our
proceedings be dedicated to his memory.

CLOSING WORDS.

Brethren, leb me in closing, fraternally
romind you sll of your supreme duty of
unswerving loyalty to this grand old Fra-
ternity, of which you have the honor to be
mombers. Loyalty iz the crowning at-
tribute of & true and genuine Freemason.
Devoted loyalty tothe craft, to their solemn
obligations, to their Grand Lodge, to their
private Lodges, to the great principles of
the. order; loyalty to themselves, their
Brethren, their families, their fellow-men,
their country, and to the Most High, will
ever distinguish all worthy Craftsmen. The
loyal Freemason is an exemplar of brother-
ly love, relief and truth; of prudence,
temperance, fortitude and justice; of
secrecy, fidelity and obedience; of fuith,
hope and charity, and of every social and
morsl virtue. Freemasonry is a veriteble
gospel of peace, charity, loyalty and good-
will. Its foundation and cope stones are
tha Fatherhood of God and the Brother-
hood of Man. The reasons of its being,
a~a-the amelioration of humanity, and the
glory of the Great Architect of the Uni-
verse, The Freemason who is drawing
near to perfectness in loyalty, is rapidly
approaching the summit of his profession,
and is acquiring due preparedness for his
departure to the “ Land of the Leal.”

And may the favor of the Most High
rest -upon us in all the purposes of our
present assembly, and mey He vouchsafe
H's xich blessing to all true and loyal
Craftsmen throughout the universe.

JOHN H. GRAHAY],
G. M. of the Grand Lodge of Quebec.
Montreal, P.Q., Sept. 22, 1880.

&0

Farewell Address and Presentation to
Rt. Ex. Comp. Wm. M. Somerville,

A Regular Convocation of Carleton
Royal Arch Chapter was held in the
Magonic Hall, Ottawa, on the evening
of the 11th inst. There was a large
attendance of the Companions. After
the regular proceedings of the even-
ing, .a pleasing incident oceurred in
the presentation of a farewell address
and a jewel to Rt. Ex. Comp. Wm.
M. Somerville, Past Z. and Past
Grand Superintendent of the Central
District, who is about to remove to
Florida. The address, as follows,
wag. vead by Ex. Comp. L. W. P.
Coutlee:—

PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS,

At a Regular Convocation of Oarleton
Royal Arch Chapter, No. 16, G. R. C., held
at the Masonie Hall, Ottawa, Oat., on Mon.
day evening, the 13th September, A. D,
1880, A. L. 2410, A. L. 5880, the following
preamble and resolutions were unanimously
adopted:—

oved by Rt. Ex. Companion John
Moore, and scconded by V. Ex. Companion
Enoch B. Butterworth,

‘Whereas, we the Companions of Carleton:
Royal Arch Chapter, No. 16, on the Regis.
try of the Grand Chapter of Canada, have
heard with very much regret that our Right
Ex. Companion, Wm. M Somerville, is
about to leave this city for Florida, and
thereby sever his immediate connection with.
this Chapter, and

Whereas, that since his joining this Chap-
ter, some ten years ago, he has shown him-
self a most zealous, untiring and efficient
officer, having during that period filled with
honor to the Chapter and credit to himself
the principal offices of the same, and latterly
discharged the duties of Treasurer in a
highly satisfactory manner.

esolved, that we, his Companions, can-
not allow him to depart from amon%st us
without expressing our deep regret at losing
his valaable services, and in a tangible form
mark our appreciation of the same.

Resolved, that we present him with the
jewel of a Past Z. in gold, and a copy of
these resolutions suitably engrossed, and
that tle same be entered upon the minutes.

Pesolved, that we sincerely hope he will
s0on be restored to his usual health, and
that the Gr:at Jehovah may ever watch
over and have him in His holy keeping.

L.W.P.CourLes, ‘Wi, ANDERSON,
First Prin. Z. {SE“‘ } Scribe E.
The jewel that accompanied the ad-
dress was an elegant one, of heavy
gold, of a Past Z., with rubies and
brilliants, and bore the following in-
seription:—
FROM

Carleton Royal Arch Chapter, No. 16,
Grand Registry of Canada,
to

RIGHT EXCELLENT COMP. W. . SOMERVILLE,
in recoguition
of his untiring services in the interest
of Royal Arch Masonry. ’
Ottawa,
11th Qctober,
A. D, 1880—A. I. 2410—A. L. 5880.

Rt. Ez. Companion Somerville
made 8 suitable response, regretting

his removal from the city, but stating
that although he would be absent
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from his Companions, his keart would
always be with them in. the laudable
worlke of the Chapter. - Hé hoped to
vigit them some time in the future,
-and trusted to find them as proaper-
ous 88 at present.

A number of the Companions pres-

-ent made brief addresses, complimen- | 77

tary to R. Ex. Comp. Somervil's, and
the expressions of regret at his re-
‘moval from the city were heartfelt
and sincere,

The address-vesolutions were beau-
tifully engrossed on parchment and
illustrated the work being executed
by Mr, Cicero Hine, of Ottawa. As
& spec.men of penmanship fthe en-
grossing is highly creditable, while
the design—* :e border taking in Ma-

. sonic emblems—very pretty. The

jewel was furnished by Mr. Ameos
Chatfield. It was handsome in de-
sign and beautiful in finish.

The G Crakisman,

Port Hope, October 15th, 1880.

Grand Lodge Proceedings (Canada.)

In the August No, of the Crarrsaay
we gave the address of the M. W. the
Grand Master, at the twenty-fifth
Annual Comrr mication of the Grand
Liodge of Canada, held in the city of
Guelph, on the 14th day of July last.
Since then the * Report of the Pro-
ceedings ” has been printed and sent
{0 the members of Grand Lodge. But
a8 there are a large number of those
who read the Crarrsman and who will
-never see the Report, nor hear it read
(a8 ordered), we think it advisable to
publish a synopsis of the proceedings,
and at the same time to make such
ocomments as our ediforial wisdom
suggests.

In the first place, then, we notice-

that there were 228 Liodges represent-
ed, being two more than last year,
and that 145 were represented by

their duly qualified officers, while at.

the Annual Communication of 1879

there were only 116 Lodges so réprs-
sented,” The number of unrepresent-
ed Liodges, however, was 110, or one
third of the number of Lodges on the
wtegister, and five in excess of last
year. The totel namber bf votes en-
titled to be cast was 850; last year

6. .
The Grand Lodge having been
opened in Ample Form, with the usual
ceremonies, & deputfation from the
City Council of the city of Guelph
wag introduced, and in & few appro-
priate words welcomed - the" Grand
Masgter and the Grand Liodge to the
Royal City; towhich the Graud Master
replied, and on behsalf of Grand Lodge
thankel the corporation and the
people of Guelph for the hearty wel-
come aoccorded them, and for their
liberality and consideration in afford-
ing them the excellent accommoda-
tion, which was most suitable in al}
respects.” The session of Crand
Lodge was by consent of the city au-
thorities held in the Town Hall. He
was glad, he said, to see among the
Guelph friends so many members of
the Ancient Craft, and was much
gratified at their cordial reception
and the friendly feeling exhibited on
every hand. N

A deputation from the city Lodges,
consisting of V. W. Bro. Hugh Walk-
or, W. Bros. Alexander Bruece, H.
Lookwood, A. MoBean, and H. D.
Morehouse, was then announdéd,
received, and presented the following
address: i
Lo James 4. Henderson, Esg., Q. C., D.C.Z.,
the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Canadas

Most WorsHiPFUL Sir.—The Brethren of
the varions Lodges of the: city of Guelph
wish to tender to you, and through you to
the officers and members of the Grand
Lodge, & most hearty and fraternal greeting
on this the first occasion of thie visit of.the
Grand Lodge to the Royal City.

They estimate at its full value tha great
privilege and honor of having'ia their midst
the officers and members of such & distin-
gunished body, and wish thet guring your
stay with them %ouwill not onfy ba plessed
with your visit, but will form such 'pleea;sa.nt
associations with the Brethren as willlong
Jhold an abiding place in your memory.’
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Thoy wish esptoially t6 congratulate you |
og,p%a.aldx_qg ogert_hq,gpag%r odga.for -the
m ime.n this cjty, and they.beg.to ps-.
1 you mt in common, with their
Brathren throughout the Province, they
ontertain for you the highest sentiments of
rospect and estesm, and trust that yeu will
long be spared to hold an exalted position
in the Order, and to share with former
Grond Masters the kindly recollections
snd associafions they entertain téwards
their Grand Officers, who. haye gver been
most worthy exemplers and guides. in.all
the Antien and oblgations thab ace. She

" AL VAR
honor and glory of Freemasons.

The M.W. the Grand.Master in ve-
ply said he had very’ great pleasurs, |
.on behslf of the Grand Ywodge, in ex-
preesing the high appreciglion: they
entertained in receiying this address.
As stated in that address, this was
the first time the Grand Lodge had
visited Guelph, but he hoped it would
not be the last. They had been ac-
eorded & most kindly - and cordial
woloome, Thsirimpression of Gaeiph
and surrounding countty was of the
most favorable charpoter; The for-
§ility of the soil, the enterprise and
intelligence of the mexrchants, manu-
faoturers and agrieniturists. were ob-
gorvable on every hand, and as stran-
gers- they felt they were'in the midst
of a most industrious and prosperous
eommunity. He had no fear but
their success in the future would be
as marked as in the past, and that
this city and county would eontimue
to hold the high place they occupied
ag s most prosperons and important
portion of the Province. On behalf
of the Grand-Lodge-he again sxpress-
ed hearty thanks for their vordial re-
eoption, and cordially reciproecated
the kind feelings manifested on all
‘heinds, and by all classes of thé com-
munity, - ‘

It would be here in order to re-
moark that ‘several distinguished
brethren ' from gister ‘jutisdictions
visited Grand Lodge during the ses-
sion - and were received -with the
houiord‘dae to thei¥ rank. ~Amongat
the visitors may be meitiongd R. 'W.
Bros. C. E. Young, Jobn A, LoGk-
wood, and Horatio W. P. Hodson,

“Past ' Distrivf Deputy Grind’ Master-
‘of'thd Oihnd Todks of New ' ¥b,
‘ahd B! Wi Bro, 1. H.' Btdarns, Grand
Trigpurer of the Grand Tiodhe’of
Quebev; -all-of ‘whohy Were dor.
welcomed by the Grand Mastes,"'
The 'Grand' Mastér’s Address has
already appeared in' the Orarrsman.
(August No.yax~ thers is thetefére
no nebeskity for reproducing: it} but
tharo hra-onn op dwo’sukicats treated
of, to which we desire'to call-'the-
special-attontion:of our brethren; and
wo wotioe partisalarly whet He'anys
with regard!to- +Mixed! Faneruls.”
"We discusbed this ‘question’in' an’Ar-
tiole inr‘the: Orarrarmin some time sgo-
gNovember’, 1878),'and we 'ate -gitti-
ted to find: thht our views, thowéx-
pressed,’ soincide s¢ thoroughly with
those.of tha! Grand Master: It Was.
only two,or thiree monthd ago’ that
we noticed in thie published “adootint
of-a-Masonic-faneral;-in-& local-news.
paper, that -Oddfellows and Orazgpe-
iy as" sich, taok “partin the' pro-
cession. ‘We hope, since the Grand
Master hagspokén' so plainly on the
subject, and his utterances wére
alopted thfough the - Report-of-the
Board of General Purposes by Graad
Lodge, that ‘we shall ha¥ve no more
« Mixed Fanerals -+ v
-Another ‘ixiportant subjeet con-
sidered by the Grand Master int-his
address: was that .of *“physical ‘dis.
qualifibation;” and’ he expresged: the
opinion that unless a cundidate~be
in & vondition toreseive, perform and
communicste all 'parts of the ‘cate-
monies-and-duties of the-Order, hiwis.
not eligible for:the ‘degtdes.” The
Grand Master's retharks oh this sub-
jebt were:based on - two applications.
maderto-him for leave to Initiate} in
one -vasy, 4 -carididate who had lost
part of ‘'one of his feet, and who-used
mechanical appliances tc walk, and.
was unable properly to disperise.with
them during initintion; snd in -the
other, the pérson had @ disesséd hip
joint, and could not. stand apright,
with both fest or the ground. ~iIn
other respects both were qualified,
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1 papan birmaprrioss T s
but on aocomsﬂ (otehuaé sh‘ymbal ée-, Ixom t\’ﬁ'johntc 5 (ig@lqdibs J,pfare&
tecta, thby. were- debarre uth@‘pnvx«- 'amount 60.60, .88i Againsy
o of being. fnitiateds .- He Edlggdat- | 16,570.79 “for the previous:

B%g ‘that éétﬁedh’té shoald’ b&vl&ﬁﬂi&ﬁ%n :
‘g Grand Lodge, and-‘thiis xéléve .
o Grand Muster from the semblance | As

Jofacting with unneoeesdry ¢ ristridss.
‘The Board!in-thbix report:ofi’the: Ad-
dsess expressed-their opiion thabthis
dedision was in -accordanbe “with the
Iandniarks and withi pracedent it this
«jurisdietion, but'did not suggest any
rule:to: gttide il stich caeé&—-ixor do
fwe thik- it ‘pobsible to-do’ so.
maocient charges, ‘ag. quoted by " the
Grand Master, can be the only gmﬂr ,
-ahd we-think that the denisien 'as to
owhab oonstitutes. physicat -Gualifica. |

tions should- rest -with' the Grand |

" Mastor: a9 one of his pletogatives,
The (‘;rm%g -Mastor altso stated that
ad xefaged to grant a dispensation
?o% ason, Witk the, zites of
fha - Or&er, who.Had.died . ‘wliile under
guspension for pon-paytneént-of Jueb,
Dxépehsahons for tHe formation of
Lodges weg ‘Teened; and |
harters were grantéd fo 4.1 'Lod es,

. aglauthorized at:the- last Oou#m

oation of Grand Lodge. . "

~'T'Ke reports of the various District
Daputy Grand Masters were present-
ed. From these we gather that Ma-
gonry-is'in & "prospérous condition
throughout, the jurisdiction, and the
Lindges gonerally working satisfastor-
ily and harmoniousty. In every Dis-
{rict, Dispensations had been granted
to enable the members -of Liodges to
attend Divine Service. This practice
bscommg now go general will tend,
s R;W. Bro. Walkem, D;D.G-M.
Imwxence District, " expreases " the
»hope, “ § remove from the minds of
#oms of the uninitiated the: false 1m-
press}nn whiok is_diligently created
d, fostered by the enemieg of the
ait, that the profassion of Masonry
fn&consxmnﬁ with. a.spirit-.of ’ 1oyalty

devotior to ourrageived:religion.” |

~_Fyom the Report of the Fingnce
Committes, for the Jesr ending the
81at December, 1879; we. glean the
following facts: The total receipts

: 391

“'The |.

& Pl Hl ité ofe”“exf &‘
m. § gi § §eﬂghry and
n% AO pxpenses of Grand
Secretary*d office, $5560.48; or a-3otal
of $2,950:48.' Expontes of‘.Bon.r&‘*of
Genoral § oaéa, $620; subdry ofher
expenses” (pnntmg, &o.,) $1,770.42;
Benevolences; $7,647.60;. or & total
exp%nditgté of' $12,886. 12, THG 1y
' Bl Yor onfivg. 01 i
818, . #l0. given, ap
amount tﬁ:«$‘7,159a60. ke ﬁn.amoxal
position of Grayd Lodgd-at theqatter
.date was s folloys: °
Invggtments,m.smks cesvrrre .&50.400 €00
Q&Eh &}lku-uq. eessereseade, 750 g

T
. " $68,494.95
Representmg the following afijoutits

at the otedit of the Tespective fuhds,
Vizgi—
Gonoral Fund. iuvaevevs e o $37,072.46
Asylum Fund..evbeeeceeressave 8,903 55
‘Benev')lent and dstmant) 24,201 33
o {Gurrent)....... 1441261
it
$62,494-95

‘I'he Boarfi call attention tp‘f}ﬁ
fact that the expenditure fot the year
1879 exceeds the receipts hy:$1, 02127

anil recommends thab - every effort

 should be méide to keep thb eprn
' ture within the ingome, &

The f- )Ilowmgm the Report of the
Board on ths condition of Masonry:

1. ‘Repbits #rom the D.D. Grand Maaters
of the: St; Clair, London, Wellmgton.Ham-
ilton, Niagara, Toronto, Georgian, On
Prince ward, Sf. Lawrenoe and 0 a.v%a.
Districts have been réceived and examiin

St. | 4rom whioh the:Board are pleaseaxto:]eam

thag Freamdsonyy- continnes to flourishsin

2ll:et1‘mtnots, that harmgny p!:elmlla. .
2t ve, causes of complainf,
fonu d, rya {jieae ot e 4 vml I é?;

48%0 e eaxily sdjustel . wit khe egoéphan
gé Igwlei‘,lon Place %c ehy, in w:’l;nch a connx;
ntion hes coqurred, wherein itigppears:
fhe Boarg that ﬁh%if.ondnct of %he*W‘ }!;{

6t thit Loage wat highly reprehenmbie

i9. The Bdaril régrot that the !)iah‘iot
Dpputy Grand: Mastors;for the Wiljon. and
Hurop Dmtncts{hav%not sent. 3y rreports jn
accordance w; ons mwwn. .

3. The B no i withs grant gratifitn.
tion that the laudable practice of attendin
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Y oot

L
[N EE Tas S ez as ot

Divine Semce ou the Masonio festival days

of Saints John i ls lar ol mcrea.st g
+ 4i™ibe Bodtd'-2 y t6 ‘1efen

4:
thistaliodges of Instmcbie%lﬁave ‘been held
in,London and St Clair. Distridts;: two m

the - former and . qnq 21' fthe latter
were well attende ',% ard Btrongly
récominend “that ! thls practics he. inpre

" generally carried out, Whereby the prin-

oiples of Masonry .mdy » becomse .'more
thorou%hly understood and ‘generelly dis-
seminated amongst the "Brethren, thns
credting a groater anenimity of action

: amon«sf, the Lodges.

5. The Bonrd are also pleased to learn
that several new Lodge rooms have during
the past year been exected and dedxc&tgd.
the one at Picton, in ‘Prinde Edward'D
trict, deserving special mention, this"hull
bemg handsome and commodious, as well
a8 expansively decorated, and forming an
attractive resort for the Brethren

6. The Board regret to learn that several
of the Lodges are not'in a'thrifty financial
position, -and as a remedy for this would
recommend that Lodges be requested to

- make provision in their By-laws for com-

mautgtion of annnal dues.

7. The Board find that seven &spensa-
tions have been granted by the M. WV, the
Grand Master during the last year for es-
tablishing new Lodges,.all of which are re-
ported to be working well.

8. Applications have. been Teceived irom
St. Andrew’s Lodge; - No. 62, Caledonia, to
withdraw from the Nlagara. District, and
be attached to the Hamilton District, and
from Brock Lodge, Cannington, to with-
draw from Toronto District and be attach-
ed to the Ontario District. The Board
beg to recommend that these applications
be ¢ granted. subjeet to the conditions of the
report of the Committee on Redistxibntion
of Districts adopted at last meeting of
Grand Lodge, page 103 of the proceedmgs

Fraternally submitted.

James Morrar,
President of the Board.

The Board on foreign Grand Lodges
reported that the Grand Lodge of
Cuba and the Grand Lodge of Colon
had settled their differences and
united under the name of the United

Grand Lcdge of Colon and the Island !

of Cuba, and recommended that the
gaid Grand Lodge be recognized and
welcomed as a sister Grand Lodge.
They also recommended that the
Grand Lodge of Néw Mesxico he re-
cognized and welcomed as a reguler
Grand Lodge; but in regard to the
Grand Lodge of Spain it was recom-
mended that action be postponed

until further-informeation is reoelved.
Th@ xepork wasiadoptodi .2 oty
- The,i motion to:. change the end.of

the.fiscalryear frox. the tHirty-fivatpf

Degamber:to: the thu'by-ﬁ_nat »f. May,
was.-eagried. ! Looaadd i
The,resolution to px(mae; ﬁhat\the
order: of -proceedings .t tha Annnal
Communicatiqn of Grand:Lodge.shigll
include the, atfendance : of Guand
Lodge.at Diyine Service, was lpgt.
The,motion to expunge claise'8
¢t of the Grand Lodge ' in thebook of
Cops itution, . which' provides.' for
proxies, together with several anend-
fnents to the, omgmal reao}uuon, Were
o8t
The. motion to hold thﬁ next An—
nual Gommunication . at the city-of
Hamntilton, was.earxied. =tk
The follewing ars the elected offi-
cers for the ensuing year-— .

M. W. Bro Jas. A. Hendersoh, Q. C.,

ngst’on, Grand Master. -
B.-W. Bro. Jas. Mofiat; Lon&on, Depnty

Gmnd Master.

R. W, .B,m R. J. Hovenden, Toronto
Grand éemor ‘Warden.

R.'W. Brd. High Walker, Gnelph Grand
Junior ‘Warden.

R. W. Bro. Rev. William Hay, Scotland,
Grand Chaplain.

R. W. Bro. Edward Mitchell, Hamilton,
Grand Treasurer. -

‘R.W. Bro. R. L. Guhn, Hamilton, Grand
Registrar.

&%-W. Bro. 3, J. Mason, Hamiltpn, Gmnd
Secretary.

And by an open vote of Grand Lo&ge, ,

Bro. W. W. Summers, Hamilton, Grand
Tyler.

DISTRICT DEFITY GRAND MASTERS.

R. W. Rrye T, C. Macnabb, Chatham, 8t.
Cleir District; B. W. Bro. ‘Robt. Mackay,
St. Thomas, London District; R. W. Bro.
G. C. Eden, WVoodsf.ock, Wilson .District;
R. W. Bro. DeW. B. Martyn, M.D., Kin-
cardine, Huibn' District; R. W. Bro. xﬁex-
ender Irviné, Harriston, Wellington ' Dis-
trict; R, W. .Bro J. M. Meaking, Hamilton,
Hn.mm:on Digtrict; R. W. Bro. Geo. Walker,
Beamsvillo, Niagara District; R. W.. Bro.
Berndrd ‘Saunders, Toronto, Toronto Dis-
triot; R. W. Bro. John Nattleton; Colling.
wood, Geprgian District; R. W. Bro. G. H.
F. Da.ﬁnell Whitby, Ontario -Distrigh; Be
W. Bro, T. K. Rogs, . D., Odesss, Prince
Edwa.‘:d District; R, ¥ . Bro, R, T. Walkem,
Kingston, St. Tawrdtics District} R.W. Bro.
Sdmuel Rogers, Otiawa, Ottawa District.

e
bE

AN

i i




(}RA ’VD LODGE OF QUEBEC.

L

818

| RS IR MY

APPOISTED OFFICERS.
V. W. Bro. J. E. Beeton, St. Ca.‘aho.rmes,

. Grand Senior Deacon. .

V.W. Bro. M. D. Dn.wson,London, Gro.nd

. Junior Deacon.

- V. W. Bro. F. Rowlang, ngston, Grana

‘Bupt. of Works. -

V. W. Bro. W. C. Wilkinson, Toronto,
Grand Director of Ceremonieg: = -

. V. W. Bro. Charles Liemon, Hamilton,
Asst. Grand Secrefary.

* V. W. Bro. A. Jamieson, Watford, Ass‘b

"Grand Director of Ceremonies.

V. W. Bro. John Nichol, msbo‘{’el, Grand

. Bword Bearer.

V.W. Bro. W. B. Roxburgh, quwood

Grand Organist.

V. W. Bro. B. Rothwell, Ameliasburg,

: Asst. Grand Orgauisf,

V. W. Bro. A. A. Henderson, Ottaws,

: 'Gra.nd Pursuivant.

“V.W. Bros. W. L. Thackaberry, ‘Chat-

Him, S. S, Clutton, Aylmer, Lewis Beam,
Waterford, J. L. Richmond, Stratford, 8.8.
MeCormack, Orangeville, W. H. Bell, Port
Robinson, J. Ross Robertson, Toronto;
Tsaac Huber, Bracepridge, A. H. Melwlle
Lindsay, C. 'E. Clark, Shennonville, J. R.
Dargavel, Newboro', W. Cunningham, Pak-
epbam, Grand Stewards.
. In conclusion, we observe that, al-
though the Masons of Guelph did all
in their power to provide for the
comfort of the members of Grand
Lodge, it has been proved & mistake
o hold the Annual Communications
in o place poussessing the limited ac-
commodation of that city. We heaxd
of several delegates to Grand Lodge
who, finding they dould not obtain
suitable accommodation, retnrned to
{heir homes the same day.: And in
this connection we throw out a sug-
gestion which we should like' to see
considered and discussed. Why
ghould not the offices of Grand Liodge
be fixed at Toronfo, and the Annual
Communications be permanently held
there? No one can question the
adaptability of that city for the pur-
vose. We shonld like to have an' ex-
pression of opinion: frofa some of eur
correspondents on this question.

— - e

The Grand Lodge of Quebec.

————

-mhe Eleventh Annual Com-
munication of the Grand Lodge of

‘by-and others.

'and wunanimously -carried.

‘and proceedings:

Quebec, was held at Montreal, on the
28rd ulﬁ., . Wor.' Brg -J. H. Gra-
ham; G.: M, oii -the'Throne;’ the
Grand Wardens ifi their réspéotwe
stations; Rt. Wor. Bro. W. Miller
acted ‘as Deputy Grand ster A
large numbbr of representatwes and
delégates were pregent, 'including
Past Grand Masters Dunbar and Tait.
The Grand Lodge being opened. in
ample form, lefters of -apology for
absence weré received from P. G. M,
Simpson, Rt. Wor. Bro. Col. J. B.
MeLeos Moore, Jidge D.G.M. Rioks-
The Grand Secretary
redd the rules and regulations - of
‘Grand Todge during session, and the

"usual motion referring to the reading

of the minutes of the previous sessign
was sdopted. The' Grand Chaplain,
Rt. Wor. Bro. Serimger, then deliver-
ed an admirable address. Vote of
thanks for same -Was moved by Ri.
Wor. Bro. W. Simpgon Walker, and
seconded - by Rt. Wor, Bro. Bowna,

Grand

Liodge oalled to refreghment. -
At 8 p.m., Grand Lodge wasg called
to labor. Rt. Wor. Bros. A. F. Simp-
gon, Robt. Ramsay, Grahem, Issac-
son, Jr., Thos. Simpson and Charleson
received and weloomed with. the
Grand honors as the respective Ré-

-presentatives of the following Grand

Jurisdiotions, viz.: Wisconsin, New
Mexico, Missouri, Mamtoba., Minne-
gota, and Tennessee.

The Grand Master then delivered
an able address, which was referred
to & Committee composed of M. Wor.
Bros. Teit and Danbar, and Rt. Wor.
Bro. T. P. Batler. Committee-on
Credentisls next reported. - - '

- The Grand Secretary’s report ivas
s able document, showing the re-
ceipts for the year to have been
$1,826.50. He also stated that the
Library now contained some two
hundred volumes, besides periodioals
" Chateauguay war-
rant had been returned, although the
Lodge was- in good Snancial condi-
tion." The Grand Tregisurer’s reporb
was very satisfactory. ” The Distriet
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Doputy Grand. Master's reporis were
then read, showing $hat the condition
of Masonry throughout tha Province
was on g sound bagis. The D, D. G.
M. of Montreal, Rt. Wor. Bro. Le-
Mesurier, suggested the amalgama-
tion of certain Liodges, and pointed
out the absurd expemse attendant
upon having so many Lodge-rooms
in the city. His report was both able
end exhaustive. The D. D. G. M. of
Quebec and Three Rivers, Rt. Wor.
Bro. Charleson, reported an infringe-
ment of jurisdiction by the initiation
of a candidate residing in the Pro-
vince of Quebec, by Campbelltown
Lodge of New Brunswick; the matter
was referred to the Board of General
Purposes, who directed the Grand
Secretary to enter into correspond-
ence with the Grand Secretary of
New Brunswick regarding the same,
when the matter will doubtless be
smicably settled. Rt. Wor. Bro. Wm.
Miller, at this stage of the proeczd-
ings, presented the Grand T.odge
with original charter, granted fo Al-
bion Lodge, No. 2, G. R. Quebec,
Juane 12th, A. D. 1752, and signed
Lawrence Dermott, D. G. M., Perry,
J.G.W., and Thos. Harper, G. S.W.,
received in A. L. 5787—vide Vol
VIL. and letter H. The seal is in
excellent condition. We think this
charter makes Albion ILodge the
oldest warranted Masonic body on
this continent, certainly the oldest in
the Dominion. Thanks were tender-
ed to Rt. Wor. Bro. Miller for so
valuable a presentation. The D. D.
G. M. of Bedford District, Rt. Wor.
Bro. S. P. Martin, recommended the
sequestration of several charters and
the amalgamation of two of the
Lodges. He spoke a great deal about
suspension for non-payment of dues,
and declared that Brethren in smaller
places especially, were Irequently
carried away by the so-oalled higher
degrees, thus neglecting the parent
lodge. The D.D.G.M. of St. Francis
District, R. W. Bro. Xeyes, who was
unavoidably absent, reported all satis-
factory in his District. The D.D. G.

M. of Ottawa District, Bt Wor. Bro.
Lynn, gave an ablereport, and zevom-
men‘deg that the warrants of Onslow
and Aylmer Lodges be recalled. Ré-
ports referred to Board of General Puz-
poses,and Grand Lodge was called off.

The Grand Lodge resnmed labdr
at 8 p.m. Rt.Wor.Bro. Hobart Butler
gave notice of motion for next year
“ that in future the elestion of Grand
Officers for the Grand Lodge of Que-
bec shall be held immediately after
the Grand Master's address.” The
Board of General Purposes reported
favorably on applications for reliefto
smount of one hundred and tén dol-
lars; reported that it is not in the
power of any Liodge to grant kfe
membership, until the Constitution
of Grand Lodge bs altered; no Griev-
ances or Appeals; recognition of sp-
called Grand Liodge of New South
Wales laid over. A communicstion
wae received from Dr. Bain, the Dis-
trict Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Montreal, Scotch Register,
was here read, requesting that & Com-
mittee be appointed by Grand Lodge
of Quebeo to wmeet & similar Coms
mittee appointed by the District
Grand Lodge of Montreal, Scofch
Register, to confer relative to the
position, &o., of that body and the
Grand Liodge of Quebec. The follow-
ing distingnished Brethren were
elected with instructions to report ds
early as possible to Grand Lodge,
viz.: M. Wor. Bros. Tait, Dunbar,
and White, and Rt. Wor. Bros. But-
ler and Isaacson. The Board of
(General Purposes on the state of
Masonry animadverted very strongly
upcn the Board of Reliefin Montreal
having no funds. Grand Lodge call-
ed off.

Grand Lodge resumed labor next
morning at 9.80, and although we
anticipated the proceedings would
close that forenoon, it was found
necessary to have an afternocon ses-
sion. The Board of General Purposes
brought in several reports, amongst
others one suggesting the abolition of
its semi-annual meeting in March,
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which with the others was adopfed.
A' warm discussion relative ta the

standing of certain brethren, who had’

some time since boen made honorsry
members of a Lodge by open vote,
contrary to the Uonstitution, took
place, but Grand Lodge desided on
motion of Rt. Wor. Bro. LeMeseurier,
geoconded by Rt. Wor. Bro, R. Ram-
8ay,—That as the Lodge had com-
mutted the error unwittingly, and as
these brethren had been received as
honorary members for a lengthened

eriod, they should be considered

ealed. The Grand Master ruled
that an honorary membsr of» private
Lodge was eligible for a. office in
Grand Lodge. A debate took place
ox the notice of motion of Rt. Wor.
Bro. T. P. Butler, relative to making
Grand Lodge itinerant—it was voted
down, end immediately & similar
natice of motion for next annusal ses-
sion was given. The question of life
mewbership was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Constitution to report
next year. Rt. Wor. Bro. R. Rawmsay,
a8 Grand Representative of the Grand
Lodge of the Indian Territory and
New Mexico, read two reports on the
condition of Masonry in thess two
young and interesting jurisdiotions.
In his report on the latter he was
Jjustly severe on the Grand Lodge of
Missouri in not sequestrating the
charter of Silver Creek Lodge, in that
jurisdietion. = This reporting by
Grand Rapresentatives is & new de-
parture in Canadian Grand Lodges,
which the Grand Master of Quebeo
favorably noticed. The following
brethren were then duly elected and
installed, after which followed the
usnal formal votes, when the Grand
Lodge closed one of the the most in-
teresting and harmonious gatherings
in its history:—

M. Wor. Bro. J. H. Grabham, Richmond,
Grand Master.

Rt. Wor. Bro. T. P. Butler, Montreal,
Deputy Grand Master.

Rt. Wor. Bro. Hobart Butler, Bedford,
Grand Senior Warden.

Rt. Wor. Bro, John Shaw, Quebec, Grand
Junior Warden.

Rt. Wor. Bro. Edson Fitch, D.'D. G. M.
Distriot of Quebeb’'and Thyeo Rivers. = *

- Rt: Wor,' Bro. Joan;ﬁr'h Mitchell, Montresl,
D. D. G.- M. Montreal, - . oy

Rt. Wor. Bro. G. A, Hill, West Shefford,
D. D. G. M. Bedford. -

Rt. Wor. Bro. E. R. Johnston, Stand-
stead, D. D. G. M. 8t. Franocis. .

" Rt. Wor. Bro. Arthur Lyon, Shannon-
ville, D. D. G. M. Otftawa.

Rt. Wor. Bro. Rev. John Serimger, Mon.
treal, Grand Chaplain,

Rt. Wor. Bro. I. H, Stearns, Montreal,
Grand Treasurer.

Rt. Wor. Bro. J. Massie, Jr., Cowans.
ville, Grand hegistrar,

Rt. Wor. Bro. J. H. Isasoson, Montre:
Grand Seoretary. :

Bro. Isano Richardson, Montreal, Grand
Tyler.

The Hon. Judge Townshend, 38°,
Grand High Priest of the Grand
Ohapter of Ireland, Col. W. “T .-B.
MacLoeod Moore, 88°, Great Prior of
Canada, and M. Wor. Bro. T. D.
Harington, 88°, P.G.M. Grand Lodge
of Canada, were, on the recommenda-
tion of the Grand Master, endorsed
by the Board of General Purposes,
unanimously elected Honorary mem-
bers of the Grand Lodge of Quebes.

— P

Notes of the Chicago TriennialConclave

There is evidently & difference of
opinion regarding the recent Enights
Templar demonstration in Chicago.
According to somse authorities it was
a grand snccess, while others have
no hesitation in pronouncing it s
grand fizzle. ¢ Upon the whole the
affair must be put on record as the
grandest showing the Order has ever
made, and Chicago may take to her-
self the pleasant reflection that s
similar event could not have been ac-
complished in any other city in the
world.” 8o speaks the New York
Dispatch. But

The Liberal Freemason (Boston%l,
feols compelled to say * that sne
exhibitions a8 were seen in Chicago,
are demoralizing to the best interests
of Templar ¥reemasonry. A great
! opportunity was lost for gaininz hrv o
: to & city, and it is to be hoped that
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incompetent hands will-be held aloof
from all futare Triennials."” .
“Phe Voice of Masonry (Chicago), de-
_clares that ¢ all in all, it was a grand
- affair, yielding & vast amount of en-
. joyment, promoting XKnightly ae-
quaintance and courfesy, showing
what the Order can do when it will,
portraying the grand idea that the
Masonic institution is & mighty power
for good in the world, and developing
less of discomfort than might reason-
ably have been expected.”

The M. sonic Advocate ays:—*¢The
question pow presents iteelf, what
good has been accomplished by the
great gathering of Sir Knights at
Chicago? How is Templar Masonry
to be benefitted by it? It .may be
well to oonsider whether the time
and money spent could not have been
used for a better purpose.”

And Brother Moors, in the Masonric
Messenger, deems the Grand Encamp-
ment a useless Body, and regards
such exhibitions as that at Chicago
a8 of no benefit to the Order. He
expresses & fervent wish that the ad-
journment had been to Alaska instead
of San Francisco.

The London Freemason admits that
such assemblages are very magnifi-
cent, and may have their good side,
but thinks that such manifestations
are somewhat gquestionable both in
policy and utility.

And the following is from the Chi-
cago Zimes:—

“It would be ungracious, perhaps, to
criticise the management of the public de-

monstrations and festivities attending the
Knight’s Templar Conclave just ending in

Chicago if the matter were not attracting”

the attention of everybody in the city, an

ocaasioning a vast amount of reluctant com-
pleint from the visiting Enights and other
guests. The visitors aﬁ came here in good
spirits and the best of humor, expecting,
from the reputation which Chicago had
gained as & host, to have an excellent time
and participate in a glorious demonstration,
and yet they were prepared ‘o submit to the
many small annoyances which are insepar-
able from such an occasion. The Kaights
would unquestionably have borne without a
murmur more even than small annoyances,
but the repeated flascos and impositions of

the week have tput an end to their patience,
and to their friends they freely express
thei: disgust with the proceedings. = = -

“It appenrs that there is not a single
visiting Commandery which bes not heen
subjected to some special petty imposition
or annoyance, aside from the common in-
fliotions, which might have been easily
avoided by proper management, The
temper of the visiting Knights toward the
Triennial Committee is far from pleasant.
But the Enights are not the only persons
who have been imposed upon. The people
of Chicago and the north-west, who have
turned out in great numbers to witness ad-
vertised spectacles, have been deceived, dis-
appointed and imposed upon at every- turn,
until forbeasance ceased to be a virtue,

“It is impossible for a journal which
prints the news to ignore what everybody is
talking about, and the 7imes has no apology
to ask of any one for presenting the exhct
facts in regard to the flascos of the Triennial
Conclave.’

The * Grand Reception Musieale et
Dansaufe’ at the Grand Exposition
Building was rather too crowded for
comafort. The building will accom-
modate 10,000 people, and 20,000
could not find standing room, buf,
according to the Chicago Zvibune,
60,000 invitations were issued.

The following statement of the
number of Knights Templar on the
roll of the Grand Encampment of the
United States, were present at the
Triennial Conclave:

1878. 1879, 1880.

31 81 8L

Grand Commanderies. .cecvvese

Subordinate Commanderies. .., 468 558 562
No. KDighted. . .oeeerenoannnncs 2,705 2,481 2,780
No. of Knights.... ..46,893 47,617 47,089
Com. sub. to G. E .2 22 %
No. Knighted... .. €l 102 102
No. Members... .. 1,420 1478 1320

Total No, afilliated Sir Knights, July, 1880......48,409
Add delinquents reported last year.......oeeue 2,485

—

Total enrollment, Aug. 1,1880.....0c00ucanree 50,894

A resolution was proposed at the
Conclave to dispense with all parades
st the Triennial meetings, .svhich,
after & warm discussion, was laid onr
the table. It is matter of regret that
our American Fratres cannot be in-
duced to do away with these displays,
which, to say the least, are most un-
Masonie.

The following officers were elected
for the next three years:—

e
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Sir Benjamin Dean, of Boston, Most Emi-
nent Grand Master.

Bir Robt. E. Withers, of Alexandria, Va.,
Right Eminent Deputy Grand Master.

gir Charles Roome, of New York, Very
Eminent Grand Generalissimo.

Sir John P. S. Gobin, of Lebanon, Pa.,
Very Eminent Grand Captain General.

Sir “Hugh McCurdy, of Corunna, Mich.,
Very Eminent Grand Senior Warden.

Sir Wm. La Rue Thomas, of Danville, Ky.,
Very Eminent Grand Junior Warden.

Sir John W. Simons, of New York City,
Very Eminent Grand Treasurer.

Sir Theodore S. Parvin, of Iowa City,
‘Very Eminent Grand Recorder.

The next Triennial Conclave will
be held in San Francisco, in 1888,

Theagh in attendance at the grand
display in Chicago, we prefer giving
the opinions of others in regard to i,
as we took no part whatever in the
procession, the ball, thy fireworks, or
other entertainments provided for the
enjoyment of the visitors, owing to
the over-crowding everywhere, and
having two ladies to look after. Our
opinion is, however, that in whatever
way the committee of management
failed to give satisfaction was not due
to a desire to slight those coming

from a distance, or to allow them to be |

imposed upon, but rather to the fact
that the crowd of Sir Knighis and
their friends who rushed to Chicago
on-the occasion was greatly in excess
of what was looked for, and, conse-
quently, the arrangements were total-
ly inadequate. We met but two or
three Chicago Sir Knights, and found
them most anxious to do'anything in
their power to enhance our pleasurs,

One thing we would recommend
the American Templars to do, and
that is to abolish their competitive
drill, & feature that must at all times
result in giving offence to some, while
the decisions are sure to be disputed.

The ruling out of Monroe Com-
mandery, of Rochester, N. Y., after
permitting them to drill, was most
unfair and unjust, and created more
ill-feeling than all the rest of the
canses of complaint put together.
The universal opinion we heard ex-
pressed was that Monroe Command-
ery was antitled to the first prize, and

if ‘perfoction of drill was the sole
point of éxcellenco by which the de-
cigion should be given, we must say
we concur in that opinion, for a finer
looking body of Ynen or more perfect .
in thefr movements could not bs -
picked from the whole population of
the United States. The failure to do

justice in this instance led to most

unfavorable remarks, and the insinu-~

ation was frequently made that no

more dependence could bs placed in

the decisions given at this competi-

tive drill, though men of distinction

were the judges, than in the verdiot

given in a boat race, or base ball

match, This'is not as it should be,.

and it would be much better to abol-

ish the competitive drill altogether

than to have the impression go widely

abroad, as it did in this instance,

that an honorable decision on the

merits of competing Commanderies

could not be depended upon.

<
-0

Grand Lodges of Scotland and Quebec

We are glad to learn that the diffi-
culty between these two Grand Bodies
is ab last virtually settled. Atthelast
Annual Commanication of the Grand
Liodge of Quebec, held on the 28rd ult.,
a committes was appcinted, consisting
of M. W. Bros. Thomas White, P. G.
M., M. M. Tait, P.G. M., R. W. Bros.
T. P. Butler and J. H. Isaacson,
Grand Secretary, to confer with an-
other committee appointed by the
District Grand Lodge of Scotland,
composed of R. W. Bro. George A.
Baynes, D. D. G. M. Grand Lodge
of Scotland, W. Bros. W. S. Walker,
Charles D. Harrison and Henry
Stewart. After a lengthy delibers-
tion the following terms of settlement
were unanimously adopted:—

«The three Lodges .now working
in the Province of Quebec under wax-
rants from the Grand Lodge of Scot-
land to resign allegiance fo thap
Grand Body, and to come under the
Jurisdiotion of the Grand Liodge of
Quebes, under the following com- |
ditions:—
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The said Liodges to relain their
present warrants whichshall be endora-
ed by the Grand Master for the Grand
Lodge of Quebec; their morle of work;
the rank of their officers (who will
have the same titles as officers hold-
ing similar rank in the Grand Lodge
of Quebec); their olothing and Liodge
property, and said lodges to be put
to no exgense in joining said Grand
Lodge ot ™aebee.

To this arrangement the Grand
Lodge of Scotland is no doubt & con-
senting party; at all events, she can-
not object to it, as it is & principle of
Masonic law that Lodges in unoccu-
pied = territory can transfer their
allegisnce to that Grand XLodge
which is afterwards duly con-
stitnted and exercises jurisdietion
in that territory. We hope therefore
to hear that the Grand Lodge of Scot-
land, at its next Quarterly Communi-
cation, (which meets this month) will
ganction tho terms of settlement,
(if this has not alrcady been done)
and that representatives between
these two Grand X.odges, so long
estranged, have been exchanged.

-y

The Working Tools of 3 Freemason.—
The Compasses.

No. IX.

BY BRO. G. F., JB.

‘We now come to the last of the Working
Tools presented to the Neophyte as he
pesses through the mysteries of the first
three degrees of Symbolic or Blue Masonry,
and heving indeed felt himself in the Valley
of the Shadow of Death, he more thoroughly
appreciates the divine lessons tanght by
the Compasses, as the Worshipful Master
explains to him that * the Compasses en-
abled (the Operative Mason) with accuracy
and precision to ascertain and determine
the limits and proportions of the several
parts” of his work, so do they remind the
8peoulative Brother of God’s unerring and
and impertial justice, whioh having defined
for our instruction, the limits of good and
evil, will either reward or punish us as we
have obeyed or disregarded His Divine
Commands.

What & grand theo-phikaophy vilnlizes
the whole symbolism of Freemaeonry} Men

tell as pof this and that science, but is thare
any that is equal to ours? We at least are
not aware of any, We take up a common
instrument of labor and it becomes & com-
ponent .part of such a God-insiilring philpgo.
phy that it is appreciated by king aud pea-
sant alike, and scouring the bitterness of
oreed and bigotry of sect, regardiess of clime,
nationality and color, it is admired and
studied by all its followers with love, ardor
and enthusisam. And amongst these won.
drous Working Tools there are none supe.
rior to the thoughts inspired in the Free-
mason’s breast by & contemplation of the
doctrines taught by the symbolism of the
Compasses.

The Compasses teach us that the Great
Architect of the Universe, the Mason’s
God, has in various ways and at dif-
ferant times, so clearly defined the laws
that should guide our course of action
through life, that man knows when he
errs, and that is, every man is aware when
be is breaking his Maker's edicts, Some
may say to this, that such ‘s not the case,
because the semi-civiliscu barbarian is
daily guilty of sins which he regards as
virtues, bdt which in the eyes of his more
enlighteued Brother are dark and treacher-
ous crimes or bestial immorality. True,
but the God of the Freemason has Himself
declared that to whom much is given,
much will be required, and consequently
we repeat the lessons taught by the Com-
passes are correct, for God has laid down &
circurnscribed line of action for man to
follow, and if Le oversteps that well-de-
fined and clearly marked limit, then s
just and great and mighty Creator will
punish the transgressor, for the Infinite
cannot with due respect unto Himself,
permit the puny mind of the finite man to
attempt to thwert the incomprehensible
intellingence of the Diety. Such is the
symbolism of the Compasscs, and no more
direct proof of the liberal theo-philosophy
of the Craft coyld be adduced than this
little simple instrument of architecture
affords.

Essays might be written upon it, but for
our object? It is clear, plain, forcible, dis-
tinct. We believe that as the student of
our mysteries applies himself to the
symbolism of thess Working Tools, the
greater pleasure he will find in the rich
treagures that lie hiddem beneath their
more apparent meaning. These sketohes
have been mere outlines to prove that even
in the smallest metter in our ritual there
is 2 meaning, not only for the organ of
vision, but a grand cheracteristic ocoult
meaning, apparent only to the mind’s eye,
end that the closer attenfion is paid %o
the latter study, the greater pleasure will
the Mason feel in delving desper and
deeper into the arcans of Masonioc soionoe.
We cloge then our remarks on the Work-
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ing Tools of the Freemason, so far as the
Lodge is concerned, in the besutious
language of our Ritual. Thus, my Brath-
ren, the Working Tools of & Master Masou
teaoh us to bear in mind, -and sact ao-
oording to the laws of the Divine Creator, 8o
thet when ‘we shall be summoned from
this ‘sublunary abode, we may ascend to
the Grand Liodge above, where the world's
Great Architect lives and reigns forever
and ever. So aorE IT 3R]

Mrgonic Coveespondence,

—

e do not hold ourgelyes resp ble for the opins
of our Correspondents.

o the Ediior of TRE CRAFTSMAN,

Dear Sir,—The event of the month has
been the meeting of the Grand Lodge of
Quebec, and the session passed over quiet-
ly; nevertheless, to many of us it will afford
8 subject for many pleasing memories,.as
it was the means of bringing together 1w
onc room many of the dear old faces we
love to look upon, and gome we never see
naw except at theee annusl gatherings. It
aays something of the vitality of the insti-
tution when we see men coming such long
distances from the far east as well as from
the far west to unite with us once a year
round the Altar of Masonsy. No matter
how old we get, the fire of Masonry on our
altar seems to never grow dim or lose its
freshness, and it develope one verv carious
trait in man that even the strongest non-
conformist is here found to be a strong
stickler for what may be termed Ultra-
Ritualism—a rigid adherence to and no de-
viation from prescribed forms and cers-
monies being absolutely the order of the
day. What a curious speculation it is
when we realize the fact that the tenets of
our order together with its forms and cere-
monijes handed down from time immemo-
riel by tradition, which is usually not the
best. mode of preserving exactitude, shounld
in this instance have succeeded to such &
degres that, go whers you may, no matter
what language you speak or isspoken in the
country you go to, there you will find our
rites and ceremonies celebrated and the
‘‘aniversel language” of Masonry so con-
served that no difficulty will arise in your
mnizing your brethren or being recog-

i by them. Is not this something
marvellous when we remember how much
stories of the common things of life lose or
gein in their perigrinations, be the journey
only 2 short one. Pleasant though our an-
nusl gathering is, there are certain things
that ure well worth being looked to with
the iflea of instituting some liftle improve-
ment in the mode of handling them. 1st
~—fco the large amount of valuable time

consumed, and with gso small a result o.
business transapsted—this should not be co.
Anotheritem is whem the first and subse-

‘quent sesgions are adjourned, one never

knows with eny degree .of certainty to &n
hour or so when labor will beresumed, not.
withstanding the hour is solemnly an-
nounced from the East with the additien
of the word ‘'sharp” rendered emphatic
until you come to practically realize its
emptiness, Hers in this way is prac.
tically wasted several valuable hours
& day, the employment of which
wonld much facilitate business and
tend toconserve thegood tempers of anxious
brethren. Every one knows in how much
better & state of mind & man is to transaot
business when he approaches it free from
annoyance, than he can possibly be when
he is exasperated by the want of punctuality
of those whose appearsnce he is obliged to
wait for, and nothing so aggravates the
soul of & punctual man as to have his time
frittered away by the shiftlessness of those
who have never learned that “time and
tide wait for no man,” and from all appear-
ances are never likely to appreciate the
value of a lost quarter of an hour, and seem
to fancy that to you it is alsc & matter of
supreme indifference. Another defect in
menagement is not fixing, on the first day
of meeting, & set time for the election of
officers for the ensuing year. To me it
appears that the time most suitable would
beon the first day, say at eight o'clock
p. m., announcement of which should be
msade eerly, or could be placed on the
“agenda” usually enclosed with each sum-
mons. Everyone then would have due
notice, and no one could claim to have been
taken by surprise and thus deprived of his
right to vote. Outside delegates could have
no objection to this idea—they are sent and
come to devote their whole time and atten-
tion to Grand Lodge matters, but there are
many local men sngaged in mercantile par-
suits whose time during daylight is not at
their own disposal. Some of them may,
perbaps, be able to spend an hour or two
of daylight at the session, but when many
men having votes are employed in one es-
tablishment, it is simply impossible for
them all to get away together during day-
time, but & very large percentege of them
can, and do, put in their appearance dur-
ing the evening session. In any case, when
the hour is anpounced thus early no dis-
satisfaction can result; other engagements
can be put sside for this one, or, if not, no
one can claim that a hole and corner job
has been perpetrated, or that men were
foisted into office by a back door move-
ment.

The foreign Lodge question received
what may be termed a passing nctice, but
from some mysteriously »ignificent hints it
was gathered that wo lopg time would
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elapse before the difficulty with *Sootland” |
would be arranged to the satisfaction of all
concerncd Those who hed faith in the
¢ able scamen” at the helm, and those
who believed it was bad policy to swap
horses when you are orossing the stream,
were contented to wait the developments
of the next few duys, and are now content-
edly waiting for the summons to assemble
and ratify the basis of settlement agreed
to on both sides, on torms alike oreditable
to both parties in the strife. Let it not be
imagined that either side gloats over the |
other, but that by & policy of mutual for-
bearance, and the exercise of brotherly
love, that the difficulties in the way have
been surmounted, and there now remains
but *“one mecre river to cross” before the
actual supremacy will be no longer a thing
on puper, but un fait accompli, end this,
thanks to the moderation and good sense
of leading men on both sides. I believe
the warm welcome that will be afforded
these brethren will make them regret they
so long spurned the olive branch oi peace
so cordially tendered them, and that they
were not long ago with us and of us. In
any case, we are pleased that brotherly love
reigus once more, and pray may it long be
continued. We will now * Behold how
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell togethcer in unity.” May we never
lose sight of this lesson.

It is a matter of congratulation that the
motion to make our Grand Lodge itinerant
did not succeed. Other reasons apart, it
appesrs that Montreal is the most con-
venient point, being more easy of access,
and affording better hotel accommodation.
It would appear, too, to be the experience
of some of the oldest Grand Lodges in the
world to have their annual meetings in one
fixed place. No doubt the columns of the
CrarrsyMax would be available to any bro-
ther desirous of pointing out the benefits
to accrue from the sugpested change. Any
matter of supposed probeble benefit to the
Craft should not be hastily disposed of.

Fraternally Yours,
Tryvoray RIDICULE.

Montreal, Oct., 1880.

{The pages of the CrAFTSMAN are always
open for the discussior of matters of inter-
est to the Craft, and wo shall be glad to
hear from any of our Hrethren desirouc of
expressing their viewa on this or other
equally important subjects.—Ep. Cr.’

<S>
<3 >~

For want of space we are com-
pelled to hold over until our nexf
issue & lengthy account of the cen-

Scotia brethren would prefer having
the full particulars in & form they
can preserve.

Toronro Disrricr.—The D.D.G.M.,
R, W. Bro, Saunders, accompanied
by V. W. Bro. J. Ross Robertson, W,
Bro. Vair, and Bros. Posltethwaite,
W. Roaf and Eakins, paid an official
visit on the 12th inst.,, to Sharon
Lodgo, No. 97, Sharon. The Lodge,
though small, makes up in enthusi-
asm for the paucity of its member-
ship, and from amongst its Brethren
have formed a Masonic Band, in
order to assist in the ceremonies, and
otherwise aid their Iiodge. The
visiting Brethren, by request, sssum-
ed tue chairs of W. M., S. W., and
J. W, V. W. Bro. Robertson confer-
ring the 2nd degree, and W. Bro.
Vair the 8rd. The W.M.,, Bro. Wey-
ling, was ‘ably assisted by the Officers
and Brethren of Sharon Lodge in
doing everything possible for the re-
ception and comfort of the visitors,
who were also serenaded by the band
of the Liodge, and they left with the
feeling that they were ¢ sorry to
part” from, and would be ‘haypy to
meet again "' the hospitable Brethren
of Sharcn Lodge.

Our thanks are due to Messrs. J.
Hale Powers & Co, Publishers, Cin-
cinnati, O., for a handsome chromo
of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales in
his Regalia as M. W. Grand Master
of the Grand Liodge of England. The
picture is & very fine one, and shoald
have a large sale among the members
of the Craft in Canada. The same
firra have also sent us a very fine
half-chromo Master Mason’s chart,
which is executed in a most artistic
manner. Both of the above are
among the best spocimens of this
kind of work we have eeen in a long
time, and reflect the highest oredit
on tae engraver and publishers,

In this issue we complote a series of artioles

on the * Working Tools of & Freemason,” by
G.F.,Jr. We are suro they hase beon read

tenary of Masonry in Nova Scotia.
‘We prefer doing this to condunsing |
the procecedings, believing our Nova

with greatdnterast by our readers, who will
be gratified to learn that this able writer hag
promised a steond series on the * Weorking
Tools” vsed ln the Chanter.



