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LTASONIO CANADIAN STRIFE OF 1854 to 1858,

BY ROB MORBRIS, LL. D.
e

For the CANADIAN CRAFTSMAN: .
In the rapid march of events that
oharacterizes the last thrtee decades,
therearefow persons who canrecall the
vontest short, sherpand bitter, which
grew out of the establishment of the
present Grand Liodge of Canada. As
I may say with Virgils hero, I was
a part cf it,” go far as being in the
confidence of the leaders, and as thera
ara few of my contemporaries of thab
pariod now upon the Magonic stage of
ackion, I propose to make up the firss
of may monthly series for the-Canapian
Crmarrsuay, from personal memories of
thatevent. Iwillnot take the trouble
of overhauling the doouments, but
drgw from recollection. This mey
lead to & few inacouracies, but upon
the whole my memory retzins qauite
tangciously the events of thirty years
ago, bétter indead than thoss of more
recant date, ‘ 4
. Yo gannof bo denied by ony intelli-
gonb regder of Masonic history that
the-course of the United Grand Liodge
of Bogland toward her colonial Jodges
=t tho peried named, wes harsh, cold,
endunfratornal, Neglestwasthe bost
thet could ba said of it; but tyranuy
wwes the word most commonly uged by
thae brethren placed iu the dependant
position zeferred to. Among the

plees for independence made by Wil-
son end his adherents 1854 to 1858
were, refusal to snpply them vith
certificates even when the money had
been seni to Liondon, intolerable de«
lays in correspondence, contempt-
uous silence at theix complaints, eta;
The brethren in London were under
the control, not-so mugh of the Grand
Master or Deputy Grand Master a3
the-Grand Secratary, su aged hrother,
infirm, negligent, if not incompatent,
who had long enjoyed the emolu-
ments of the office, and in common
with the Rnglish Masons of that day
held foreign Masonry in little respect.
It was the day of Grand Seoretaryism
evenin this country, the phenomenon
being presented in many of our Graund
Lodges of an officer elected to bs
merely & salaried clerk, yet assuming
end holding firmly all ths reins of °
government, controlling the finances,
appointing the committess; and eleot.
ing the officers even the highest. A
eurions hietory coul& be written under
the caption of Grand Secretaryism.
Freemasonry in Canada, especially
Upper Canads, wos affected largely
by the independend spirit of Amexiosn
Ms=sonry. A considerakle praportion
of the membership of the lodgas was
made in the adjacent States of New
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York and Vermont, and they, cross-
ing the line, carried their notions of
Masonic government with them.
They catried their preferences of Rit-
uals with them, and as edrly as 1847,
when I first began to form the ac-
quaintance of Cenadisn Masons, the
modes of working had received con-
giderable form and ocoloring from
Wadsworth, the New York Leoturer,
and Salem Town a New York Mason,
venerable for age, learning and many
gifts. I found that in 1847 I had
little difficulty, though a Mississippi-
made Mason, in working with the
brethren from Upper Canada.

The historian of the Grand Lodge
of Canada makes William Mercer
‘Wilson, of Simecoe, Canada West, (now
the Provinee of Ontario) the central
figure of the movement. Wilson was
born to be a leader of men. Physi-
cally a person of great powers, tail,
heavy, possessed of & bright eye and
commanding voice, eloguent of speech,
quiet and convincing of pen, one
must look long and far to discover his
equal. A Ssotchman by birth, his
views of ritualism were more Catholie,
that is, less rigid, than those of Eng-
lish-made Masons. A man cheerful,
social of habit, gentlemanly in man-
ners, one who dressed well and held
his place in the best of company, a
favorite with the ladies, & favorite
with children, thus he comes before
me in the silence of my library while
I write, and stands while I draw his
likeness. Thus he appeared in June
1866, when he visited me at my Ken-
tucky home, delivered an address to
my neighbors, and delighted my fam-
ily with his genial manners.

It was William Mercer Wilson,
afterwards one of the judges of his
Province, who bore the odium of a
rebel in 1854, but won the erown of a
congueror in 1858. In the early
meetingsat Clifton, near Niagara Falls,
hewas the spesch-maker whostrength-
ened the feeble and encouraged the
Dbold. He drafted the constitution and
by-laws of the new Grand Lodge,
drew up with some assistance, the

various proclamations of indepen-
dence sent forth, and took upon his
showtlders whatever odium was con-
nected with the idea of sucession.

This was not g little to bear. In
Masoni¢ English history no provinee
or colony had thus far claimed the
right to form an independent Grand
Lodge, and it is quite amusing now
to read the Masonie fulminations in
the Einglish and Masonic papers made
ab the time against Wilson and those
who combined against him. They
were much like the fulminations
against the American colonies, when
they declared their independence.

I have hinted that I was early in
the movement. This was not because
of my Masonic prominence, for up to
18564 I had never held a position more
tlevated than that of Lodge Master;
but I was edifor of a paper, The Am-
erican Freemason, which enjoyed a
great circulation; I was & diligent
student in Masonic law and usage; an
ardent admirer of the American sys-
tem of Masonry snd had already &
large correspondence with leaders of
the Craft in Canada and elsewhere;
I was written to by Wilson, Bird
Harris, and others, most active in the
Clifton convention. It followswithout
saying that my replies, had .they
been preserved would show many
hints towards oconstitution-making
oto., which met & warm reception.
As soon as independence had been de-
olared, I wrote to numerous Grand
Masters, Grand Secretaries and Chair-
men of foreign correspondence com-
mittees, asking a favorable consider-
ation of the matter, commending the
effort, and showing how nearly it ac-
corded with efforts that resulted im
the establishment of American Grand
Lodges. Being chairman of the for-
eign correspondence committee of the
@Grand Lodge of Kentuoky, I recom-
mended in 1855, that the Grand Liodge
of Oanada be acknowledged as a <ov-
ereign power. It was done by ursn-
imous vote, and by one of those pop-
ular demonstrations common {o the
Grand Lodge of Kentucky, whea the

)
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‘members are slighily heated by the

apeakers.

In my paper for May 15, 1856, I
gave & portrait of Grand Msaster Wil-
gon with the following editorial re-
marks: ¢Ho is the active participant
in the labors and first man in thedrials
of Masonio life. On the 11th October,
‘1855, he was eleoted by the represen-
tatives of 41 lodges, to be first Grand
Mester of the Independent Grand
Lodge of Caneds. No subject is be-
fore the fraternity, this year, of half
the importanee of this question. No
question has arisen in this age in
which more serious prineiples are in-
volved than the ingquiry ‘“can g Grand
Lodge perpetually and dictatorially
contrul its subordinates in cther pro-
vinces when they become sufficiently
numerous and respectable to govern
themselves.”

In 1858, matters stood in this way.
The Grand Liodge of Scotland had
appointed Bro. Kivas Tully (happily
still on the perpendioular) its repre-
gentative to the Grand Lodge of Can-
ada. A very large majority of the
American Grand Lodge had done the
same. Scotland had joined in, but
the United Grand Liodge of England
seemed obstinately bent upon refusal.
It was said afterwards that the Eng-
lish Craft knew little of what was go-
ing on, the complaints and appeals
from Canade being smothered in the
office of the Grand Secrelary., Yeb
they aunthorized thelodgeslower down
the river to make a rival Grand
Lodge or a Provincial Grand Lodge,
practioally independent, and rauch ill-
feeling grew out of it. Some strong
men, such as Harington, MeLeod
Moore, and others,headed the conser-
vatives, and there was & prospect of
& long and unfraternal contest.

In the winter of that year (1858) I
wrote long and confidential letters to
Hon, Philip C. Tucker, Grand Master
of Vermont, & man with a clear
brain, large experience, strong con-
viotions and profound knowledge. of
Masonio law, and arged upon him
that the soandal affocted the whole

Oraft. Tinding that he was in accord
with me, and that the rival Grand
Lodges were to assemble the same day
at Toronto, in Jpne, we agreed to
meet them and try what fraternal
counsel could do. Theleaders of both
bodies welcomed us with effusion. A.
oonference of three brethren of each
side was called in my bed room, and
sitting round upon the trunks and bed
rail, the terms of union were suggest-
ed and strongly enforced by Judge
Tucker. My part was to assare -
them, upon the strength of my fam-
iliar aocquaintance with American
Masons, that such a union would be
endorsed on our side of the lakes and
that, in my opinion, the problem of
Canadian independence would be thus
solved, once and forever. The two
committees shook hands over it. I
made two pencil copies of the plan,
and going into the Wilson Grand
Lodge heard it read and adopted un-
animously, and with cheers. It was
now night. After supper, I wentinto
the MaoNabb (or rival) Grand Lodge,
and found them slower to move—buf
the arguments of conoiliation prevail-
ed, and before midnight the terms of
union were adopted without a changa.

“Strike while the iron is hot,” was
the motto, and presently s procession
was formed, led by Sir Allan MacNabb
and climbed, 180 strong, up the four
flightsof stepsto the apartment whera
such a welecome awaited them, so
royal, so heart-felt, so thorough as to
move the participants fo tears. As
they entered, the two Grand Magsters
joined hands and walked to the dais
side by side. The constituents of the
two bodies were intermingled, two and
two, and so stood, while acclamations
repeated again and sgain, shook the
house. Hours after midnight, the
voices of eloquent brethren expressed
the general joy that pesce and uniom
would henceforth bless the Canadian
Oraft.

The next evening, & Masonic ban-
queb was giveu at ona of the leading
hotels, and meny of the best speakers

of Canada were present. Judge Tack-

.
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er delmed the finest effort of the oc-
oasion, and aroused the feelings of the
company to the highest, with. his
passionate sentences. MacNabb was
absent, on government - business.
‘Wilson, who was peouliarly happy
apon festival ocoasions, was partioul-
arlyso on this. My part wasa poem
written a few hours before with which
(if the Canapran Crarrsuan will break
its rule and publish the verses) I will
nonclude my artiole.

‘Thore nevex‘ wasoccaslon, and there never was

an bhou
When spirlts of peace on Angel wings so
near our heads did soar:
Thetxie is a;) event, g0 glorious on the page of
me
Asthe unlon of the Brotherhoodsealed by our
coning here.

Twas in the hea:ts‘ot many, 'twas in the
prayers of som

That the good old days of Bmther]y love,
might yet in mercy com

’Twas Wluspered in our lodges, in the E.and

d W,
That the time was n é:h when the plaintive
cry, our God would hear and bless.

Buat nolxlxe t:ielle‘ved'the momentof fruition was

at hand:
How could we deem 50 rich acup was wait-
ing our command}
It came like rair in summer’s drought, on
oping follage poured
A.nd b o us 100k henceforth for help, in all
our cares to God.

The l‘ugvs has gone already upon every wind
of Heaven

The wire, the ) gress tho busy toncue, the in-
telligence

And every one who heard it, and who loves
the sons of p

Has cried, “Pralse God, the God of love! may
God this union bless.”

'Ven{xont tg.kes up the story, her “old man
eloquen
Long be his éays among us, in deeds of mercy

He speaks for the Gteen Mountains, and you
ard him saf'
“Bless God that have lived till now to see
this happy sight.”

Kentucky sends you-greeting, from her broad
and generous boun

Once st.yled of all the Wesf/em wild, “the dark
and bloody groun:

She cries aloud *God bless:you! Heaven’sdews

Y R e be In the right, th
o first took care e in the right, then
boldly went ahead.

}i‘tomyog%er wnstellnhon, from the Atlan-

’Whler& the grtea* pines of Oregon rearup their

10!

From tyhe Howery glades of °
Minnesota’s plain,

Each voice will 88y, “Huzza! huzza ! the Cratt
is one again.”

slorida, from

Ola 1;31\ land soon will hear it! not alwuys

will the ¢
or s&fi&un Brethren meet her ear, and she
CO!
There’s a chord l{m Brmsh hearts vibrates to
i every tale of-
And showill sond &velcome, and a Brother's
hand ere long.

Then Joyful be this meeting, and many more

ke'this, - .
As year by year shall clrele round and bring
you added bliss:

e
In quarry hill nnd temple peace, nor cruel

word nor thoy,
msturb the errect ‘harmony, the graclous
God has wl;onght. ¥ &

These reeolleotiona to me now are
a8 phantesmagoris, from which the
moving figures havevanished. Wilson
has joined the majority, with Mae-
Nabb, Tucker, Bird Harris, Harmg-
{on; and Idon’t know who remains,
save MoLeod Moote, (may he fulfill
hiy century,) Kivas, Tally, and the
invalid Kentuckian, who leans over
thig sheet, and to make these remin-
iscences, avolds to drop histears upon
;t ;nemonal tears for the loved and
o8

MUST A MASON BELIEVE II¥ THE
INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE?

To the Editor of the Detroit Freemason.

Dear 8m axo Bre.—The Grand
Liodges of Texzas and OQhio, as well
a8 the Grand Master of Canada, have
anawered in the affirmative to the
above question. But &8 neither of
the said high luminaries have ex-
plained, in the first place, the mean-
ing of inspiration, I asked & Catholic
priest for an' explenation thereof anii
he answered thys: °

#When an evangelish took the peix
to write a ‘Gospel the Holy Ghost
guided his hand, while the writer was
utterly unconsowua of what he was
doing.”

“But,” said I, “what anthonty
‘have you to believe?”

He zeplied, ‘‘the authorify of the
church.”
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A Protestant friend of mine laugh-
<d ot the priest’s notion; but when I
asked him the same guestion he was
puzzled, and the only answer he
gave was, “Why inspiration is inspi-
ration.” . o

Now why did not the above named

Grand Lodges define the meaning of.

inspiration before they. adopted the
Bible and the inspiration law?

Second—How muech of the Bible
maust one believe to be eligible for be.
eoning & Mason?

This question has also been left
unanswered. It cannot mean belief
in the whole Bible, for in the said
jurisdictions, Jews, who disbelieve in
the New Testament, are nevertheless
initiated into Magsonry.

T4 cannot even be said to mean the
whole of the Old Testament, becatse
modern science has msde such belief
jmpossible. Can an astronomer be-
lieve in the Mosaic cosmogony? Can
an astronomer believe that the sun
and moon stood stiB? ‘Why, my dear
brother, not many weeks ago I read
in a newspaper that a Baptist minis-
tor was expelled from his church be-
cause he believed in evolution! But
when he appealed to & higher ecolesi-
astical tribune, the said tribune rein-
gtated him. This fact shows that
even the followers of Calvin must
ship from the old theological land-
marks, and why should Masons be
legs liberal than the Baptist church?

The following extracts from the
Grand Liodge of England's constita-
tion of 1784, will, however, prove
coneclusively that a man can be initi-
ated into Masonry without believing
in the inspiration of either the New or
the Old Testament. _

“At the meeting of the Grand
Lodge of England, held at Freema-
gon’s Hall, Febraary b, 1777, Bro.
Gabagan from the Liodge at Trichno-
poly, near Madras, attended with a
donation of ten pounds to the charity.
Ho. reported that the eldest.gon of the
Naboh. of the Carnatic had been initi-
atpd into Masonry there, and profess-

&d great véneration for the society.
It was then e

Resolved,~That 6 . complimentary
letter be sent to him on the occasion,
apcompanied with the present of &
blue apron, elegantly decorated, and
a Book of Constitutions, bound in
the most superb menuer. (Noorth-
oul’s “Jonstitutions, page 822.)

“On the 2nd of February, 1780,
the Grand Master leid before the
brethren & letter in the Parisian lan-
guage, enclosed in an elegant cover of
aloth of gold, addressed to the Grand
Master and Grand Liodge of England,
from His Highness, Qrmiditul Omrak .
Baham, son of the Nahob of Arcof,
& tranglation of which was read to
the brethren. As the good sense and
warm gpirit of benevolence, thaf
animated the whole of this generous
letter must be highly agreeable, and
peouliarly go to English Masons, the
translation of it is ingerted for their
gratification:—

«To the Right Worshipful, His Grace
the Duke of Manchester,the Grand
Master of the Ilustrious and Bene-
volent Society-of Hree and Accepted
Masons of England,and the Grand
Lodge thereof :—

Much Honored Sir and Brethren :—

¢*As early knowledge and participa-
tion of the bénefits arising to our
house, from its intimate union of
council and interests with the British
nation, and & deep veneration for the
laws, constitation, and manners of
the latter, have for many years of my
life led me to seize every opportunity
of drawing the ties subsisting betweer
us still oloser and oloser.

“By the accounts which haversach-
ed me, of theprinciples and practices
of your fraternity, nothing can be
more pleasing to the Sovereign Ruler
of the Universs, whom we all, thought
in different ways, adore, or more
honorable to hig creatures; for they
stand upon the broad basis of indis-
criminate universal benevolence,

«Under this conviction, I had long
wished to become edmitted of your



358

THE OANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

fratornity; and now that I am initi-
ated, I could consider the title of an
English Mason as one of the most
honorable I now possess; for it is ab
once & cement of the friendship be-
tween your nation and me, and con-
firms in me the friend of mankind.

“I havereceived from the Advocate-
Genarsal of Bengal, Sir John Day, the
very acceptable mark of abtention
and esteem with which you have
favored me; it has been presented
with every oircumstance of deference

*and respect, that the situation of
things here and the temper of the
times would admit of; and X do assure
Your Grace, and the brethren at large,
that he has done ample justice fo the
commission you have confided to him,
and has executed it in such manner
as to do honor to himself ard me.

«1 shall avail myself of the oppor-
dunity to convinee Your Grace, and
the rest of the brethren, that Omdit
ul Omrsh is not an unfeeling brother,
or heedless of the precepts he has
jinbibed; and that, while he festifies
his love and esteem for his brethren,
by strengthening the hands of human-
ity, he means to minister to the wants
of the distressed.

«May the common Father of 2all,
the oune Omnipotent and merciful
God, take you into His holy keeping,
and give you health, peace, and length
of years,

“Prays your highly honored and
affectionate brother,

¢Quoit vr. OmraE BAHANDER.”

This letter and the contents of it,
were so grateful fo the brethren, that
they unanimously resolved that a
proper letter be written to His High-
ness, acknowledging the receipt of his
Retter, expressing the high opinion the
Grand Lodge entertains of his merits,
and requesting a continuance of his
friendship and protection to the Ma-
sonic institation, . R

That the translation of this letter
be copied oo vellum, and, with the
original, be elegantly framed and
glazed, and hung up in the Grand

Lodge at every public meeting of the-
gociety.

That the thanks of this Grand
Lodge be transmitted to Sir John-
Day, for the particular attention paid
by him in the execution of the com.
mission with which he was éntrusted
to His Highness, Omdit ul Omrah.
Bahander. (Ibid, pages 882-884.)

To show, however, to young Ma-
sonio readers, that the doings of the
Grand Lodge of England of 1777,
was not & new departure from ancient
landmarks, I shall give the following
quotation from the 1728 Constitution,
vizZ.:—

¢ But theugh in ancient times
Masonry was changed in every coun-
try or nation whatever it was; yet7iis
now thought more expédient only to
oblige them to that religion in which
2ll men agree, leaving their particular
opinions to themselves; that is, to be
good men and true, or men of honor-
and honest, by whatever denomina-
tion or persuasion they may be dis-
tinguished; whereby Masonry be-
comes the centre of union, and the
means of conciliating true friendship-
among persons that must have re-
mained at perpetual distance.”

Freternally yours,
Jacos NortoN.

TEE MASONS OF THE MIDDLE
AGES.

The men who plenned the Cathe-
drals of medismval times were surely of’
devout imagination, but the workmen
if devout, were sometimes possessed
by a mocking demon of unbelief re-
garding the sanctity of the priesthood.
What makes the marvel seem greater
is that the monks were, in the begin-
ning of the gothic rabbies, the archi-
tectaand builders of their own chureh-
es, and it is quite ineredible that they-
should have exposed an obvious apol«
ogue and caricature the lesring infi-
delity and wantonness of their order.
This must have taken place at-the lat-
er period of the art when it had pass-
ed from the monastie fraternities into
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tho exclusive keeping of the lay guilds,
and when the decay of faith and mor-
als among the clergy was visited with
daring sareasm and contempt by the
poople. That the Masons were un-
punished for their andacious indis-
cretions may have been beoause the
dootrinesof the holy faith were not-im-
punged, whilst the hypoorisy and
vice exposed in thé all-expressive lan-
guage of art, the priesthood could
neither defend nor deny. Itisnotin
the least probable that thece. things
would have been tolerated by the dig-
nitaries of the church unless the lay
foundershad lenttheir connivance. Mr.
Findel,a German writer on Freemason-
Ty, whose works have been translated
into Einglish, supposes that the Mas-
ons were haters of Popery at heart
and believersin Evapgelical truth,and
that they were protected from porse-
cution by the Guilds. Inthe opinion
that they held a creed of apostolic
simplicity, I think that the historian
shows that large faith of love,and that
he is willing to accept on behalf of its
objeot whatever is of good report. It
is more likely that they were just a
trifle irreverent, and relished a joke
more heertily than they enjoyed a
mass. For instance, in the large

Churoch of Strasburg, we are told that.

in one of the transepts opposite the
pulpit, a hog and a goat may be seen
carrying a sleeping fox as & sacred
zelic; o biteh is following the hog, in
advance of this procession is a bear
with s cross, and before the bear a
wolf holding a burning wax taper.
Then follows an ass, which is reading
mas3 ab the alter. A besutiful pre-
served, alter piece in. the church
of Doberan, Mecklenburg, exhibits
priests grinding dogmasin amill. In
the Cathedral of Brandenburg s fox
in priestly robes is preaching to a
Hook of geese. In the minster at
Rerne, in a picture (in that age archi-
tecture included painting) of the last
judgment, the Pope is amongst the
damined. Weareall familiar with the
ancouth faces of man and beast on
our medizval buildings that do duty

for gargoyle and corbel.” Probably
some of my readers have been in Ten-
ple Church, London, and must have
noticed the heads in miniature which
form thoe finial of the pew-ends. There
is not acoording to our modern no-
tions of such things, & becoming ex-
pression of aountenance in any of
them; they are all grotesque with
grimace, and each seems to strive to
outgrin the other.

Mr. Findel, in his work on Free-
masonry, ssys that the Masonie
Gilds took their rise in the church-
building middle ages, and that their
place of birth were the frontiers of
France and Germany, Many of the
great churches were & long time in
the building, and the workmen thus
embodied acqujred the inevitable
esprit de corps from commurity of in-
terest and vooation. They were, in
fact, » regiment of industry; they
were separated by their craft and its
symbolism from the civiliansamongst
whom they had pitched their tents;
they were commanded by & master,
and every nine men were under the
wardenship of the tenth. When the
Cathedral wascompleted; when it rose
in tower and spire like a oreation of
wondrous frost work, the tents were
struck and a new encampment found.
But the men who were in some cases
geattered throughout the country still
belonged to the army of operative
masons, and could by the use of sign
or pass-word be at once received into
the ranks of & new regiment. 8o
that, apart from any secret rules of
art, the incorporation had its mani-
fost advantages. Indeed it had been -
asserted that the architects of the fin-
est churches, those which best exem-
plified unity and grandeur of concep-
tion, were either laymen or ecclesias-
tics who were members of the Guilds.
If this were so, the secrets of the
Crafts must have been those of mere
construction and manual skill; things
which conld be best taught and ac-
quired experimentally. They have
left their marks, however, on the
stones of those megnificent edifices.
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THE SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY
OF CANADA.,

The Masonic Ohronicle introduces
the Edict issncd by the Supreme
Grand Master, which appeared in the
October number of Tar Crarrsmax,
with the following comments:—

“We herewith present our readers with
& copy of the ‘Edict’ of non-intercourse,
issued by the Supreme Grand Master of
Cansds, 1n regard to Encampments at St,
Jobn and St. Stephen, Province of New
Brunswick.

" “These two Encampments hold allegi.
ance to the Chapter General of Scotland.

“It ssems to be eminently proper, ac-
cording to the system declared and practic-
ed by the various Grand Bodies of North
America, that each Grand Body, legally es-
tablished, on this Continen*, shall have full
control over &ll organizations olaiming to
be of its individual character.

“This right has been, and is still bein,
violated by the Grand Lodge of England,
in the matter of the throe Lodges in Mon-
treal, and also by the Grand Mark Master
Masons Lodge of Engiand, as 1t 18 also in
the cese of these two Encampments,

“We have heretofore thoroughly discus-
sed the affairs of both the Blue Lodge and
Mark Master matter, and shown conclu-
sively that both are wilfally and knowing.
1y usurping authqrity to which they are not
entitled, and we will now proceed to show
that these two Encampments are also at-
tempting to hold a position incompatible
1v;.vith the law of Supremacy, as understood

ere.

“In 1876 the Provincial Grand Priory, as
it was then termed, having petitioned
«Convent General,’ as the English Grand
Body was then called, to be admitted asa
part of the cuuvention, the reguest was
granted, and the Grand Priory of Canada
was declared & National Grand Priory, and
on an equal footing with the ‘Great Priory
of England and Wales, and Nationality of
Ireland ° The convention not mesting the
approbation of Scotland, she held alouf,

“Later on, the Great Priory of Canada
signified their desire to withdraw froma the
alliance, and the Supreme Grand Master of
Convent General acceded to their desire,
and declared them absolved from all con.
nection with Convent General, and allegi-
ance thereto, thus creating'them & separate
and independent body.

“They then eudeavored to pursuade the
recreant Encampments to join with them,
and &ll hold under the same banner.

“All overtures looking to this proper
agreement having failed, the present action
became necessary. ’

“In this aotion-we believe that the whote
of the American Bodies will be fully
agreed, and we trust that it will not be
long befors the whole matter, as betsreen
the three Bodies, and their refractory ope
ponents will Le amicably settled accordung
to the American system of absolute sove
ereignty.”

We cordially endorse the senti-
ments of our coatemporary expressed
in the last paragraph, and trust
“Peace” will soon prevail.

The Masonic Review publishes the
edict, but declines “‘taking sides with
either party.”

OUR OWN FREE WILL AND
ACCORD.

Every man who becomes g mems-
ber of our craft has to do so by his
own free will and accord. 1iis an-
congenial with the spirit of Freema-~
sonry to persuade anybody to become °
a Mason. Whoever seeks a know-
ledge of our mysierias, rites and cere-
monies must first be prepared for the
ordeal in his heart. He must be a
man free born, of lawful age and
must be well recommended unin-
fluenced by friends and unbiased by
unworthy motives.

The only influence we ocan or
should use upon the minds of others
ig that of a true Masonio life, and =
practical exemplification of its tenets
by which they may be induced to ask
admission into onr Liodges. We must
not seek; wo are to be sought.

We will not say that unworthy
men have not been taken into the
fraternity, for there are some awful
mean men in all organizations and
charches. No person will condemn
the whole society because there are
Judas’, backbiters, and selfish men in.
them.

The fish in our rivers are not to ba

‘blamed becauge reptiles swim in the

same water; the fish generally keep
out of their way or get swallowed
up.—Detroit Freemason.

Subsoribe for the Orarrsman,
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LET THERE BE LIGHT.

“For every one that dosth evil
hateth the light, neither cometh to
the light, lest his deeds shonld be re.
proved. But he that doeth truth
cometh to the light, that his deeds
may be made manifest, that they are
gfonght in God.” —John IIIL,, 20 and

“The people who sat in darkness
saw great light, and to them which
sat in the region and shadow of death
light is springing up.”"—Matt. IV., 16.

“That was the frue light, which
lighteth every man that cometh into
the world.”"—John L, 9.

«He that sayeth he is in the light
and hateth his brother is in darkness
-even until now.

‘Ha that loveth his brother abideth
in the light; and there is no oceasion
of stumbling in him,

*He that hateth his brother is in
derkness and walketh in darkness and
knoweth not whither he goeth, be-
cause that darkness hath blinded his
-eyes.”—John 1., 9, to 11.

“And God said ¢Let there be
light,” and there was light.”—Gen.

o5 8.

‘What Masons need most is more
light, and in order to get that light
they must hunt for it. They must go
into the hidden mysteries, they must
read masonic papers, masonic his-
tory, converse with posted masons,
ettend leotures, and the more you
read the more light you will get, and
then you will take more time to read.
Then you will become interested in
masgonry, you will attend lodge meet-
ings, We never knew a mason in our
20 years’ experience who was & read-
er or & thinker but what was an actor,
and those kind of masons are the men
who have made Freemasonry the gi-
gantic institution that it is to-day.—
Detroit Freemason.

Tee Grand Lodges of Spain and
Delaware, have entered inta fraternal
relations with the Grand Lodge of
New South Wales.

KNIGHT, TRATER, or 80 VEREIGH.

That eminent brother, the Sovereign
Great Prior of Canada, Col. W. J. B.
Macleod Moore, says: —I have long
held that we hava no right to thetitloe
of Knight, & rank in civil life whick
the ‘Orown’only oam confer. ‘Brother’
or ‘Frater’ is the correct term. To
my mind, where Masonry is concern-
ed, the term ‘Knight' is ridiculous,
and what appellation can be more ap-
propriate, or better express the
Christian character of modern Tem-
plary, than the endearing word of
‘Brother’ gr ‘Frater.”” _

We have not the ghost of an ami-
bition to be called **Sir Knight,” buf
will some one please inform us if the
Order of Templars is that of Knights
Templars, are not its members
“Knights 2" A man may bear & com-
mission as Colonel, and that signed
vy the royal hand of & sovereign;
anothermaybe“Colonel” of the Grand
Army of the Republic, and have no
commission atb all (if we are correotly
informed), yet one is & *“Colonel” as
much as the other. One holds au
office in a peaceful organization, the
other is an officer in an army of
goldiers.

A Knight oreated by the King is one
thing, & Knight ereated by the Masonic
Order . of the Temple, is » Knight
Templar or nothing—perhaps both !

Will some one inform us also why
our Canadian fratres call their chief
officer Sovereign Great Prior? and
whether it is not jast as correct fo
call a Templar & <“Knight,” thoughke
be not creat-d by the-Crown, as to call
their chief, “Sovereign,” when he is
merely the head of & band of brothers
-—plebians ?-—Masonic Home Journal,

Tae Masonic Home Journal thus
laments the loss of a subscriber:—A
certain minister condemued our papez
and would not subsoribe for it becauss
we insisted that in a Blue Lodge
nothing smacking of seotarianien
should be allowed. We smiled:as wo
reflected.” :
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EDITORIAL NOTES,

A Successrun MasoNIc “FATHERING.
-——About two years ago ai  old mem-

bers’ meeting” of St. Andrew's Liodgs,

No. 16, G. R. C., was held in Toron-
%o, the idea being to gather into tke
Yodge room once more the veteran
members who, from advancing years
or other causes, attended meetings of
the craft very rarely. That gathering
was pronounced at the time one of
the best, if not the best, Masonic
gathering, ever held in fhe city.
Tvidently the success which attended
it has uot been forgotten, as on
¢he evening of the 2nd ult., St. John's
Lodge, No. 75, held a similar meeting,
+which must also be characterized as
suceessful in every particular. Bro.
Smallpiece, W. M., jresided very ac-
coptably in the East, and there was
guite o formidable array of right wor-
shipful, very worshipful, and worship-
£ul brethren. Among those present
were—R. W. Bro. R. L. Patterson,
. 8. W.; R. W. Bro. John Ross
Robertson, P. G. S. W.; V. W. Bro.
Geo. Tait, G. S. D.,, W. M, of St.
Andrew’s Lodge; R. W. 3ro. J. G.
Baurps, P. D. D. G. M., R. W. Bro.
W. McCabe, P. D. D. G. M., Oshaws;
R. W. Bro. Dr. Carson, P. G. 8. D,,
Troland; V. W. Bro. Steiner, Bro. Dr.
Griffin, London, England, nearly all
3he Masters of city and suburban
Liodges, Past Masters by the score,
and brethren by the hundred, the
ontsiders hailing from Newfoundiand,
Philadsiphia, Ps., Brooklyn, N. Y.,
Hamifton, London, Eng., London,
Ont., Goderich, Hentsville, and other
places. Auainteresting sketch of Ma-
sonry in Toronto, was given by R.W.
Bro. Robertson, special refereunce
being made to St. John's Lodge.
WWhen the work of the evening was
concluded, the brethren proceeded to
the refreshment table, and for an

hour or two, speech, song, and senti- |.

ment prexailed.
e Qe

Now is the time to subscribe for
Tae OrAFTSMAN.

A rreasmg illustration of the posi-
tion attained of late years by the Mark
Grand Lodge is to be found in the last
published “Proceedings of the Grand
Liodgeof Scotland" (p. 90,Vol. 1885.6).
It appears that some brethren had
been making enquiries .of Grand
Secretary Lyon as to the status of
Scottish Mark Masons in England,
and his official reply was that the
Earl of Kintore, Grand Mark Master
of England, had assured him *‘that
tle holders of Mark diplomas issaed
by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, if of
good standing, are recognised and re-
ceived as Mark Masons by lodges un-
der his lordship’s jurisdiction.”

.Is not this a recognition of the Mark
Grand Lodge of England by the Grand
Lodge of Scotland? A# gll events, on
the strength of this most friendly and
Masonie deliverance by the well-
known Masonie author, Bro. D. Mur-
ray Liyon, Grand Seoretary, English
Mark Masons would be justified in re-

maining in & Seottish Craft Lodge on

the Mark being worked, on the pro-
duction of theiwr certificates and other
satisfactory proof. Hence the Grand
Mark Lodg. f England is virtually
acknowledgea vy the Grand Lodge,
and actually by the Grand Chapter,
of Scotland. We invite the attention
of English Mark Masons to this fact.
—ZLondon  Freemason. The ¢“Mark
Grand Lodge of England” illustrates
its weakness in the toadyism of the
above, but let these ¢Mark Masters™
come to “Ameriky!” The ¢‘pleasing
illustration” will not be quite so pleas--
ing.

Tae Masonic Home Journal has the
following in its **Question Drawet:"—

M.R.L.—Please answer the follovr-
ing questions found in a Masonic
magazine, as the answers do not
accord with my views:—

1. “Can a Quaker, who does not
take an oath or administer one, be
made & Mason ?”’

Answer — Yes. Why not? His
affirmation is as binding on his con-
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soience as & dozen oaths would be on
some men, and would be accepted in
court. We answered this question
twice hefore.

2. “Candidates for Masgonry, be-
fore initiation, required to ‘declare
their belief in a Supreme Being, who
has revealed his will to man. Is the
Bible meant by that revealed will ?”

Answer—Masonry does not require
belief in ‘the Bible,” but belief in the
existence of God asthe “Superintend-
ing Power, with the inevitable deduo-
{ion from the purity and holiness of
such & Being, that sin will be punish-
ed and virtue rewarded.” (Mackey.)
If the Bible has anything to do with
the Masons’ oreed, then there must
be the 0ld and New Testaments for
the Christian; the Old Testament for
the Jew; and the Eoran (Bible) for
the Mohammedan; sll can be made
Masons. The last two will not accept
tho Christians’ revealed will of God,
but who pretends that they cannot be
Masons —and meet in & lodge of
Ohristians,

Az the regular meeting of Tasker
Tiodge, No. 454, R. S., held December
17th, 1885, in the Maconic Hall, St.
Johns, N. £., the W. Senior Warden,
Bro. P. G. Tessier, Jr., who is a
zealous and earnest Mason, surprised
the members by presenting the ledge
with some very handsome furniture,
consisting of three candlesticks,
columns for the M ster and Wardens’
fables, and a set of gavels. Bro.
Tessier, on presenting those articles,
made a very mneat and appropriate
speech, when the R. W. Ma.ter, Bro.
@. I. Carter, and Past Masters Can-
ning and Bothwell, made a few re-
marks on the kindness of the Senior
‘Warden, in making such a handsome
present to the lodge, after which, &
vote of thanks to Bro. Tessier was
proposed, and carried nnanimously.

A sravep glass window to the mem-
ory of the late Bro. Col. }'red Burna-
by was unveiledat St. Peter's Church,
Bedford, England, on Tuesday, the
12th November.

Tivery Meson should asbide by the
laws of the country in which he lives,
no matter what his views may be;
they are the laws of the land s~nd
must be sustained. This need not
prevent his agitating the repeal of
what he considers unjust laws, This
is a duty. Every trae craftsman
should tske an intprest in all that is
going on in the country where he re-
sides. If this was adhered to, and
we frowned upon ballot-box stuffing
and attempts to bribe or coerce voters,
much that makes good men of all
parties blush, woald cease in our land.

CANADIAN MASONIC NEWS,

R. E. Comp. R. B. Hungerford, of
London, Grand J. of the Grand Chap-
ter of Canada, has been commission-
ed as representative to that body by
the Grond Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons of Dakota, recently organized
at Fargo.

In accordance with the recommen-
dation of the Board of General Pur-
poses of Grand Liodge, Grand Master
Murray has named R. W. Bros. J. R.
Robertson, of Toronto; J. S. Dewar,
of London; R. L. Patterson, of
Toronto; William Forbes of .Grims-
by; and R. Longmore, of Camden
East, Prince Edward District; a
special  committee, to consider
the question of the redistribution
of districts, and report at next
annual communication of Grand
Liodge. Bro. Robertson is Chairman
of the Committee.

INSTALLATIONS.

OxTARI0 LopGE, No. 26, G. R. C.—L. P,
M.—W. Bro. W. B, Wallace; W, M.—1V.
Bro. Thomas A. Thompson; S. W.—Bro.
Wm, Andrews; J. W. Bro. W. Noble;
Treasurer—Bro. James Evans; Secretary—
W. Bro. W. B. Wallace; Organist—Bro,
W. J. Robexteon; S. D.—Bro. Israel Goheon;
J. D.—Bro, T. T, Banes; S. S.—Bro. J. J.
Turper; J. S.—Bro. George Patterson; I. G,—
Bro. J. F. Honor; Tyler—Bro. George Read-
ing; D. of C.e—R, W. Bro, E. Peplow; Charit~
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able Committee—V. W, Bro. Chag. Doebler,
. R, W, Bro. J. B. Trayes, W. Bro. James
Evans.

Hore Lonce, No. 114, G. R. C.—1. P.

M. W. Bro. Wm, Gothwaite; W. M-—W,
Bro. Edward Budge; S. W.—~Bro. G. B, Salt-
er; 3. W.—Bro. Geo. Wilson; Treasurer—W,
Bro. A. Purslow; Secretary—Bro. John Har-
mer; S. D.—Bro. R. G. Blackham; J. D.—
Bro. James Yeo; S. S.—Bro J. Liggett;
Tyler—Bro. Geo, Reading; D. of C.—V. W,
Bro. Robt. Nicholls; Charitable Committee—
Bros. G. B. Salter, A. W Pringle, Geo.
Reading.
& Toroxro.—Officers of Or.int Lodge, No
339, GR G, installed by . W Bro J G
Burng, P D D G M:—I P M, W Bro J McP
Ross; W M, W Bro David Hunter; S W, Jas
Hewitt; § W, ¥ G Inwood; Treas, George
Williams; Sec, Frank H Anderson (re-elect-
€d); Chap, D' W Waddell; Org, E Lewis;
S D, Thos Waters; J D, E Sanderson; S S,
Thos Bedley; J S, John Hughes; 1 G, Hy
Parry; Tyler, Wm Raussell; D of C, James
McFartane.

Tornoxto.—Officers of St Andrew's Liodge,
No 16, G R C, installed by R W Bro Wm
C Wilkinson:—I P M, VW Bro Geo Tait;
W M, W Bro Finlay Macdonald; SW, W
Barclay McMurrich; J W, Robert Willson
Doane; Treas,R W Bro James Bain; Sec, Jas
Glanville; Chap, James Boddy; Org, Josiah
Fennell; S D, A R Macdonald; J D, Fred’k
Cooks, S8, D Clark; J S, L H Luke; 1 G,
D Caxlyle; Tyler, John Pritchard; . of C,
E W D Bufler.

Toroxto.—Officers of Rehoboam X.odge,
No 65, & B C, installed by R W Bro J Ross
Robertson, PGS W:—I PM, W BroE F
Clarke; W M, W Bro A W McLachlan; S
W, Malcom Gibbs; J W, James Bond;
Treas, W Bro Andrew Park; See, William
Bain: Chap, Jobhn Alanning; Org, Fred
Warrington; S D, Gilbert B Badgley; J D,
Almond ¥ood; § S, Richard Flack; J S,
John Brimer; I G, Walter H Blight; Tyler,
John H Pritcherd; D of C, John Hawley.

Toroxro.—Officers of Doric Lodge, No
316, G R C, installed by R W Bro W C
Wilkinson, P G R:—I P M, W Bro. A M
Browne; W A, W Bro Gecrge AMacdonald;
S W, Bro Thomas Downey; J W, W A Med-
land; Treas, John Sinclawr, Jr; Sec, A A S
Ardagh; Asst-Sec, R F Williams; Chap,
Rev Joseph Wild, D D; Urg, E R Doward;
S D, A F Jones; J D, W MacCartney; S S,
C Channell; J S, G Thorpe; I G, C Simp-
son; Tyler, J H Prtcbard; D of C, A
Rutherford; Board of Gon'l. Purposes:—V
W Bro J H Knifton, W Bro C Pearson, Bro
J R Robinson; Rep to Benevolent Board—
W Bro J Summere; Rep to Hall Trustees,
—Bros J B Johnson, George McConkey;
Axditors,—V W Bro J H Erifton, Bros W
MacCartney, A Rutherford.

BRO. ROB MORRIS ARTICLES.

Our readers will find in the present
issue, the first series of articleas from
the pen of BrotherMorris. We hava
made an arrangement with him by
which he promises in monthly
numbers, & geries of original papers,
which will conmsist of matter
strictly original, serious and humor-
ous, prose and verse, drawn for the
most part from his own Masonie ex-
perience of twoscore years. Tothose
who are familiar with his style, it is
not necessary to speak further.

Attention is also called to the ad-
vertisement in the present issue of
the Lanreate Edition of his Masonic
poems, of which we are pleased to
learn, the second thousand is now in
press.

—Q-e-0-

A Brigar Mason.—A courteous,
amiable, honest, well-trained, good
Mason, is a bright Mason; and no
Mason i8 bright in the absence of
self-calture. ~The bright Mason’s
“pear] of great price” is infegrity—a
beacon-star to be observed and fol-
lowed at el times and under all cir-
cumstances, in the lodge and ouf of
it. It isbubanother name for Truth,
comprehending the strictest honesty,
and its twin sister is Modesty, sef like
a diamond in an undalating field of
industry; fortitude constituting one
of the most prominent pseaks, its
neighbora being labelled Faith, Hope,
Charity, Temperance, Pradenecs,

Juatice, and such like, together with
the array of sciences snd aris,
especially that science and art which
makes good men beiter, and greaf
men grester. ILet every brother
strive to be & bright Mseson, and
endeavor to help other brethren to ba
bright Masons.—Florida Herald.
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Deoked in the sheeniest of white
robes, Alene floated down the wide
lawn of Ellerby Hall.

Nestling in her %)old-brown hair wore
..ose-tipped apple-blossoms, and clus-
tering over her dress were the same
gwoet-scented blooms which she had
gathered from the queenly trees of
the orchard not far away, where each
stood out a perfoct dream of beauty
against the pale-blue sky. Not mors
fairy-like were they, not more beauti-

fallv tinted, than Alene ZEllerby her-
golf. o ap least thought the ~ young

man who joined her—Raymond Ogere.

But he sighed as he gazed upon the
pretty vision before him, who had
promised herself to another >nly the
day before. Promised to marry Rob-
eort Willis, 2 man for whom Raymond
felt some contempt, as being too super-
fivial and wesk to deserve the consid-
eration of a girl like Alone Ellerby.
Indeed, it had been a great surprise to
him, for in his acquaintance with Alene
he had studied well her character,
and having seen something of the world
and women, Raymond had felt that
she inclined kindly toward himself, and
some day he had hoped to win her for
his wife.

«J havs come to bid you good-by,”’
he said, ‘4for I um going away. Busi-
ness requires me again in the city.”

She turned away her face when he
lifted his eyes to meet hers. For, in
the way people will, each looked while
the other was not looking, and he had
not seen the expression on her face
when he announced his departure. The
soft twilight was gathering about them,
and thongh Raymond could see baut
little, he felt that her manner had

own reserved and quiet.

“Geod-bye,”” he said agein, as he
held out his hand.

#Good-bye,” was the reply in a low
formal voice, as she laid her slim, cool
fingers in his.

He held them as he looked at her,
and then he said in a wistful tome, a
strange, sad expression giowing in his
eyes the while: :

- «I wish you would give me a bunch
of these flowers that you wear.”

She loosened some szd laid them in
bis hand.

Yhen he had left her he smiled a
bitter, grim smile. .

I had quite forgotten the significance
of apple-blossoms. ‘Preference!’ What

& mockery that she should give thsm
to me when her preference is given to
another! .

So Alene stayed on for & while with
her aunt in Ellerby Hall. Alene’s
mother was living, bat her father had
long been dead, and leit them but &
scant income.

Hor aunt, Mrs. Ellerby, was also in
moderate circumstances, for the Eall
had now a heavy mortgage upon it,
and it cost the good lady a struggle to
maintain the old place that had grown
so dear to her.

So Alene was not an heiress, or even
a youdg lady with rich relatives. The
men who liked her at all, che had every
reason to helieve, loved her for herself
alone. And as for Alene—well she
wag altogether too heedless and frank
even to think twice when she fell in
love.

The creature of romance, possessing
the keen love of pleasure natural to
youtb, whether her lover owaed honds
or estates, would be thought of only as
belonging to that surrounding halo of
circumstances which made him great
in her eyes. ,

Her aunt bad called Raymond Ogere
& ‘‘cultivated gentleman.”’ Agsain, she
had called Bob Willis a “foolish fop.”

Two days befors Raymond Ogere’s
departure Alene astounded her auni by
saying she wished to go home. Thig
announcement set Aunt Ellerby to pon~
dering many things, for her- niece usu~
ally wished to prolong her visits to the
Hall. Bob Willis had been thers only
that afternoon, and she had seen him
going down the gravelled walk, with s
remarkably crestfallen air for such a
young braggart as she considered him.

*He is o prodigious numuskull, but
his father is worth amint,’”’ Aant Eller-
by had said to herself.

Whatever conclusion the good lady
arrived at concerning the state of af-
fairs, she said to Alene the next morn-
ing at breskfast:

“You seo, dear, I am thinking of
selling the Hall (I have had a fair of-
fer for it), and going to live with
Bess.”

Bess wes her davghter, merried, and
living in Paris.

-Alene started.

«\Wky, Aunt Naz, T thought yomnev-

.neant to sell the place.’ .

“Well, Boss arges me td come, and
the care I have here is ageing me, so I
think I shall go. And, chiid, you may
go along if your mother can pay the
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expenses of the voyage there.  After
that, between us, your mother and I-
will manage to keep you there a sea-
son at least.

So within six weeks Alene and her
aunt were well off on the dark blue
sea. It was the month of July, a little
past the popular season for travel, yet
the steamers were still crowded, and
almost the first person they encounter-
ed on board ship was Mr. Bob Wiilis,
Whatever *‘set-down’ Miss Alene had
once given him, she was civil to him
now, and his esteem for the young
lady seemed to be in no wise lessene
from the fact that she was en ronte to
the old world.

One day Mr. Bob found it neeegsary
from decrease of temperature, to put
on a thicker coat thah he had been
wearin%; Leaving his state-room hur-
riedly, he unconsciously dropped from
one of his pockets some papers.

Some one, treading the lYa.f;saga
shortly afterward, saw this trail of lit-
erature, and stooping, picked them up.
This some one chanced to be Miss
Alene Ellerby. One of these papers
was flattened and dust-worn.

Certainly Miss Alene knew better
that to read what did not belong to
her, yet she was perusing with wide-
open eyes the writing on this soiled
paper. First she had been attracted
because the chirography seemed to re-
semble her own, next when she saw
her own name appended.

Woell, sinco that name is there, we
will read, too.

“Peoar Bob.—~You have surprised me, yet
f confess I am not wholly displeased at your
proposal. Please call this evening.—Yours
avermore, Alene Ellerby.

This was re-written again and again
all over the sheet, each copy growing
nesrer and nesarer to a likeness of her
own hand.

She dropped the paper and thought.
Then she looked again at the date and
drew & great gigh. It was dated May
14th, the bay before Raymond Ogere
bade her good-bye.

Well, Alene neither fainted away,
nor did she face Mr. Willis with a
geathing glance of scorn or any tragic
phrases. She only left the other pa-
pers where she had found them, re-
greated into her state-room, with the
one clenched tight in her little fist.
Than cha cat: ber ling. stamoed her
siim foot once, and ejaculated, with
ber cheeks burning bright:

«J will never, never ageak to the
mean little wretch acain!’ .

“Dear me, what sad langange, Misa
Alene! Yet you said that by yourself,
and we had no right to hear.”

That night Alene astonished the
worthy relative who accompanied her,
by asking her if she knew Mr. Raymond
Ogere's address.

“No, my dear, I do not,” was the
reply, and with the words her lasthope
of ever again meeting Ogere vanished.

For here she was speeding away
over the Atlantic, overy minute bear-
ing her farther and farther from the
man she loved, and with no means at
her command by which to communi-
cate with him. ,

A vaar would doubtless elapse be-
forethey would return, and what things
miﬁht not happen ih a year?

few days baefore Alene sailed for
the old world, Raymond Ogere sat up-
on the balcony of his hotel 1n Paris. .

He had been at that city three weekss

for, after leaving Alene, he had ungx-

ectedly found it necessary to start for

ance immediately, on business for
the firm.

Glad he was of this means of dise
traction from what had cast a gloom
over all his prospects. Not as hereto-
fore did he enter upon the.trip withen~
ergy and interest, but to flee from bit~
ter disappointment.

By his side sat a lady, who had done
much to brighten his voyage thither,
and his sojourn in Paris. This was the
Countess Brittole, who had been visit-~
ing some friends among the Ameri-
cans.

The countess was poor, and owned
nothing but an owl-haunted chateaw
away off somewhere where she never
went, but which she cherished as the
sole remnant of the past glory of the
‘Brittole family.

Plainly the countess had expressed
her admiration for the ‘‘elegant young
men®’ of the United States, and tplainly‘
had she shown her admiration for this
particular young man by her side.

She was o widow, and quite her own
age, to be sure; but what did such
things matter, so long as people agresd
and were happy? And then her posi-
tion gave her such rare opportunities
to advantage an ambitious’ man. And,
unconsciously, Reymond found him-
solf listening to this wooing, and when
at parting for the night, the countess
laid in his hand a tea-rose she had
worn in her hair, he actually canghf
himself murmuring some very mellovr
sentiment. . ‘

.
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Fifteen minutes later, as he stood
zlone in his chamber, he opened his
mémorandum book to make an entry
therein; something fell to the floor. As
he bent to find it, he saw only & dried,
-crinkled bunch oi apple-blossoms. Yet
he sat, forgetful of everything else,

azing upon it, until at last two tears
fell plump upon the little dead petals.

nga.tever he had thought of the
countess, she was now forgotten, and
in her place he saw a fresh, slim girl
in white, with pink cheeks and pink
flowers peeping out behind them. He
had that morning decided, his business
being now properly adjusted, to take a
run over to Switzerland, as the count-
-e88 had said she should do. But, in-
stead, he took up his newspaper and
looked at the steam-ship list. = Within
twenty four hours he had engaged a
state-room on a steamer bound for New
York.
. » * » * s * %

A jar, a crash, a shudder felt from
stem to stern, and Alene was wide-
awekein & trice. People were rush-
ing on deck—everybody was frantic—
what had happened?

They had collided with another steam-
er, and their own ship was siowly fll-
ing and sinking.

At length it was discovered that the
other ship was comparatively unin-
jured, and boats were put out, and the
throng of terrified passengers convey-
-ed as rapidly as possible to the other
vessel.

With no baggage and little clothing,
_Just as they had fled from their ' state-
rooms, they were conveyed on board
the waiting steamer, & crowd of woe-
‘Jbegone, frenzied, frightened people.

‘Warm-hearted passengers were wait-
ing to receive and aid, and women and
chidren were carried by strong arms
to the welcome nooks of .shelter pro-
vided for them.

One gentleman—a finely formed fel-
low of about thirty—stopped short, as
the flickering light of the cabin fell on
the face of the young girl he held. She
had not fainted, but sha was weeping
Lﬁysterically, and heeded nothing about

er.

Her gold-brown hair fell in masges
-over her white wrapper, and tangled
.dn his hands.

jed' himself at once. He seemed to re-
alize the situation, . .

«Ah, Mr. Wiilis, here is your—wife."

Mr. Bob Willis turned.

“My whatP”’ he asked, looking a8 if
the terror of the night had been such
as to leave him prepared for anything.

«Your wife."”

«Qhl—ahl~you are misteken, six
Al, Isee, old iriend Ogere: How d’ye
do?” and the next moment he was
gone.

Baut Alene, from the moment Ogere
had spoken, ceased her weeping, and
was noVw staring into the face above
her own with wide-open, rational eyes.
She knew that voice, and all fear was
gone, yet she was much overwrought
still, She had heard what Ogere had
seid, and remembered the note.

“His wife? Nevor!”’ she cried fierce-
ly. *Do you think I would ever marry
such a creature as that?”

Then the comical side of the situatior
striking her, she burst into hystericak
lsughter, in which Ogere joined, so
overjoyed was he at the discovery he
had made.

Of course it had all been a mistake;
yeot, had not Bob Willis intimated he
was engaged to this girl, and ever
shown him her note of accentance?

Yes, Mr. Bob had done all this in
order to rid himgelf of a formidable
rival, and he had - succeeded; but his
vanity had overleaped itself, and he
had not found the peor but bezutifel
Miss Ellerby so much in love with him-
self or his money-lags as with her
memory of the absent.

After all, in these modern days, it
is refreshing to meet with a little sen-
timent, though there are those who are
totally unprepared for it.

¢They must have broken off,*’ thoughs
Ogere, as he finished his promenade
with Alene. .

*‘Will you be my wife?”’ he whisper-
ed, as they sat down. And now his
tone is sober enough, goodness knows!?

Ang for answer Alene turns her poor,
foolish, tear-stained face, and hides it
on his sleeve; for, between laughing
and crying, she despairs of trusting
her voice.

But she does not turn uwon him
100K OI scorn she nad sent safter Bob
Willis, and the movement bespeaks
some little interestin his companion-
ship that is remarkably satisfactory to
Raymond Ogere,

“It is an il wind that blows no one
any good,’” quotes Ogere; ‘and
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whether it was wind or chaunce that
thrust our vessels together, we might,
but for that accident, nover have met
to unravel this well-tangled skein.”
And alas for the Countess Brittole,
with her faint proposals, what would

havs boen her feelings could she have '

seon Ogere’s face at this moment.

A few years later and Mr. and Mrs.
Ogere met her.

Still & very attractive woman—for
4he countess ever would be charmina—
she huad succeeded in capturing a rich
English banker—a widower of Afifty,
with seven robust sons and daughters,
ranging from five to fifteen. But
doubtless they were “agreed and hap-

pY' 9

Foudividoality in Stationery.

Naturally enough every fashionable
woman considers her tasto superior i«
that of others. She wants to be charac-
teristic, and consequently not only
manipulates her pen as no one else can
and writes her letgers criss-cross fash-
ion, but adopts a certain style of paper
and ink, and these she retains in spite
of the vagaries of designers and manu-
facturers. This aiming at something
to give individuality. to the stationery
is & difficulf task, since the regulation
thing is a white, thick sheet of paper,
cnt to suit the fancy, and an_envelope
to match No decoration whatever is
tolerated by people of reputed good
taste unless it be in the form of some
heraldic device or monogram, and then
the owner must have indisputable claim
to warrant its use. Aside from this
crest there is almost no possible way of
throwing a Thomas Carlyle veil about
the possessions of Thomas Carlyleas did
that individual. Perfumery is per
missible, but there is danger of over-
doing the matter and making the odoz
intrusive. Some people have the habit
of gutting a geranium-leaf or modest
violet in every letter they send, and
other eccentrics have made themselves
conspicuous by putting double postaga
on the letters they write. There is but
one way to humor this faney and
achieve the apparent individuality de.
sired, and that is to adopt'a certain
Kkind or variety of letter-paper and en-
velope and retain it through all time,
The ideais a éood one in many re-

.Spects; it has the advantage of econo-
my and it is somewhat indicative o}
.stability.— Clicago Tribune.

Just Xdike John. s

A womsn clad in deep mourning
went through the mensgerie yéster-
day, stopping to admire each of the
animals in turn, and every now and
then applying her handkerchief assidu-
ously to her eyes, says The Burlington
Fres Press. hen she came to the
oamel, it was evident that she had
come to stay. She sat down onone of
the posts that held the rope and began
to eatechise the attendant.

“'This is the camel, ain't itP"

*Yes'm—and the finest specimen in
this menagerie or in any menagerie in
the country.”

“Do tell! How that reminds me of
John? John was always at the head of
the heap. Now, do tell me some of
the ?gculiaritles of the camel—won’t
youp¥

“Yeos, ma’sm. He hasa long neck.”

‘*Just like Jobn! He had the longest
neck you ever saw on aman. Graciousf
I wish you could have seén the stand-
ing collars he used to wear. Come,
now, teil me something more.”

“The camel, has the largest natural
hump of any animal in existence,”

sJust like John! You never saw a
man that could hump himself as John
could, when had a mind to.”

«The camel is also a greatiraveler.”

“Just like John! I never could keep
him at home nights.”

+He is called the ship of the desert.”

“Justlike Johu! He could got more
%ie aboard than any other man in

ermont.”

Just then the lion began to roar, and
the woman started on the dead trot to
see how much meat thay could eat at
one meal. “Say!” cried the attendant
of the camel. ‘“There’s one thing I
hain’t told you about this animal—the
mos$ important of all.”?

«“What's that?” cried the woman,
turning round in her tracks.

«He oan go for weeks without drink-
ing & drop of water.”

“Just like John!” exclaimed tha
excited female. “You never saw a
man—"" -

But the lions began to-roar so loud
that her voice was lost to the attendant
of the camoel; and he forgot allabout the
little incident, until later in the day,
whex he saw a female in black in front
of the monkeys’ cage, and heard her
explain, by way of comment or gome-
remark of the keeper—

¢Jugt like John!”
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The Crmdliny Gratianmn,

Port Hope, December 15, 1885,
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THE SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY
; K. T. OF CANADA,

In perusing American publications
and reports of Grand Bodies, one
eannot help being struck with the
unanimity with which our brethren
goross the lines stand up for the
supremacy of each Grand Body in its
own territory, and the indifference
with which they régard the invasion
of the territory of their nearest neigh-
bot, Canada. Among our American
contemporaries, we are sorry to say,
thers is not wanting those who defend
the position of the Grand Lodge of
England in the Province of Quebec
and who even go so far as to excuse
and palliate the establishment of
Mark Lodges in that Province by the
go-called Grand Mark Tiocdge of Eng-
land. A number at the present time
are *gtanding by the two Scottish
Encampments in New Brunswiok,
who rofuse fo connect themselves
with the Scvereign Great Priory K.
T. of Canada. The Jollowing artiole
from the [Freemasons’ Repository,
though not written in an unfriendly
way, yebt is misleading in a great
many particnlars. We give the
article in full, though long, so that
we may not weaken it in any way,
but will veserve our comments there-
on for our next issae:—

SCOTTISH ENCAMPMENTS IN NEW
BRUNSWICK.

“The administration of Templar
affairs in Canads, is just now beset
with anfortunate complicefions. A
differende of opinion prevails as to
tko law that should have prevailing
force, and the authority that should

be recognized. The Great Priory of

-Osnada asserts it supremacy; it

olaims the allegiance of all Templar
bodies thronghount the Dominion, and
declares in substance : that all organ-
izations of Kuights Templar within
its jurisdiotion, that refuse to accept
its authority, ought to be regarded as
irregular and clandestine, and will be
so treated by the Great Priory.

“The asserted supremsacy of the
Great Priory is challenged by two
Seottish Encampments in New
Brunswick, viz.: The ‘Encampment
of St. John,’ stationed at the eity of
Saint John, and the ‘Encampment
of St. Stephen,’ at bthe city of St.
Stephen. Both of these bodies are
allegiant {0 the Chapter General of
Scotland. The Encampment of St.
John was established in 1856, and
that of St. Stephen in 1872. Both
bodies have maintained an uninter-
rupted existence, under the parent
authority to which they have been
subject, from the time they were re-
spectively organized, until now, °

*“We suppose there is no question
of the fact, that previous to and at
the time of the formation of the En-
campments named, the severa) Cana-
dian provinces were regarded as com-
mon ground, to be occupied at will
by the Grand bodies of Templary in
Ireland, Scotland, and England.
From these sources several organiza-
tions sprang into heing,someof which
have continned to this day. Of the
logality of their formation there can
be no doubs. :

“At the time when the Encamp-
ment of St. John was established,
thé thres Encampments of Kuights
Templars, stationed respectively a$
Toronto, Kingston, and Quebec, had
united in a Provincial Grand body,
of which Colone! Mclieod Moore wag
the head, he being commissioned as
Provincial Grand Commander, by the
Grand. Master of the Order of the
Temple in England. Aecting under
such aunthority, he assumed to exer-
cise no control over the Irish branch
of the Order, or over either the-
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English or Scottish Encampments
in New Brunswick and Nova Sootia.
Col. Moore, for & long term of years,
was Provincial Grand Commander
over & part of Canads, like authority
to that granted him, being also dele-
gated to Hon. Alex. Keith, of Halifax,
who was recognized as the Provincial
Grand Commander of Nova Seotia,
until his death in 1878. It was
not until after this date, that Col.
Moore, taking rank as Grand Prior by
reason of changes made in the Eaglish
Organization to which he owed fealty,
made claim for larger jurisdiction.
In his address to the Grand Priory,
in 1874, he says:—

“«By the terms of my Patent as
Grand Prior the whole of DBritish
North Americs is included, bnt as the
late on. Alex Keith of Halifax held
s warrant from the former Conolave
of England as Provincial Grand Com-
mander for Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, it was not considered de-
sirable during his lifetime to merge
those Provincesinto that of the Grand
Priory. The death of this distin-
guished Brother and Knight on the
17th December last removed the diffi-
culty, and I at once wrote to the
authorities in England claiming those
territories, and, in reply from the
Grand Viece Chancellor and Acting
Registrar, was informed that the
Council of the Great Priory had at
once decided that from the date of
Provincial Prior Keith's death the ter-
ritory over which he had presided
came under my juriediction. By this,
two additional Preceptories have been
added to our roll; and I trust that on
the formation of our National Priory,
the Scottish Preceptory at St. John,
New Brunswick, and the Irish one at
L'Orignal, Ontario, will be induced
to join us—it being most desirable
that there should be no conflicting
jurisdiction in the Dominion.’”

Hugs than, under the changed con.-
dition, a clsim is made hy the Grand
Prior, that the Englisk Encempmonts
in ths Maritime Provinces, had come
within his control, and the hope is

expressed that the Scottish Encamp-
ment of St. John may be induced to
accept similar dguthority. Thereis no
assertion, however, of any right rz
purpose to coerce said Encampment;
and no claim is made by the Grand
Prior, that he has any other than a
delegated power, received from the
Great Priory of England.

Two years later, in 1876, the gov-
erning body in England, having en-
larged the scope of its powers, and
its jurisdiction also, issued & Patent,
constituting the Dominion of Canada
into a National Great Priory, and-
appointing Col. Moore the Great
Prior of such new organization. This
document, signed by the Prince of
Wales, Grand Master of the Order in
England and Ireland, expressly
stipulated that the new Great Priory
of Canada should be subordinate—
“Subject to Us, and our Successors”
—and it gave to the Great Prior only
limited powers. Evidently there was
here no giving or receiving authority
over the Scottish branch of the Or-
der. If the Encampments in New
Brunswick, allegiant to Scotland, ever
had the right to exist, such o right
was not impaired by the new depart-
ure of 1876. The Prince of Wales,
as the head of the Order in England,
had no authority to give the newly-
created Great Priory in Canada full
and complete jurisdiction, They have
the jurisdiction, and he assumed no
sach stretch of power. He did not
aim at establishing the Great Priorin
a position of independency.

Ag time went on, and the test of
experience was applied to the Great
Priory of Canada, the position and
working of the organization were
found to be not altogether satisfac-
tory. So much was claimed in the
way of independent soversignty,
that the tendency was to claim more,
Thus it came about, that at the
Annual Conclave of the Great Priory,
in 1888, action was taken appesling
to the Prince of Wales, Grand Master
of the Cuiivent General, to set aside
the restriotion imposing fealty to him
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as the head of the Order. The ex-
pression of such desire was as fol-
lows:—

*Inasmuch as the Great Priory has
this day unanimously declared, in the
revision of its Statutes, its anthority
in and throughout the Dominion of
Canada, over all bodies of the Order
of the Temple and appendantdegreas;
His Royal Highness the Grand Mas-
ter will be graciously pleased to ab-
solve this Great Priory, and all Offi-
cors ard Fratres, members thereof,
from their obligations of fealty to him
as Supreme Grand Master, so that
this Great Priory may be enabled
fally and without doabt to affirm and
maintain the position which it has
taken npon itself as an Independent
Great Priory,” ete.

Here was an affirmation of inde-
pendence; an expression of & purpose
to relinquish all connection with the
Convent General of England, from
which body they had received their
Patent, or Charter, of their establish-
ment. The Prince of Wales, as
Grand Master of the Order, on the
receipb of notice of the proceedings,
and the appeal accompanying the
same, was graciously pleased to com-
ply with the request, and absolve the
members of Great Priory from all
allegiance, as Knights Templars, to
himself. This ditsolution of connec-
tion and recognition of independence
was granted on the 17th of April,
1884, siuce which date only, has the
Great Priory of Canada been in &
condition to assert its independence,
and to claim supreme governing
powers. Whatever criticism may be
made as to the manner of procedurs,
there can be no question that a dis-
golution of the former connection has
been accomplished, and that the Great
Priory iz no longer a “Provinecial
subordinate of England,” but an in-
dependent and sovereign body. The
old organization, by a change within
itself, having the approval of the
parent organization in England, and
being seb free from restrictions and
imitations, was merged into s new

orgaunization that seems to be of law-
ful constitution, and as such, entitled
to exercise a large governing power.
It is urged by some, that the old body
should have dissolved when separa-
tion was decided upon, an invitation
being extended to all the Templar
organizations in Canada to unite in
the formation of an independent Great
Priory, or Grand Encampment. That
this course was not pursued, does not
seem a sufficient reason for pro-
nouncing ageinst the legality of the
Great Priory as now organized.
There are precedents for the action
taken, and it is every way better, we
think, to regard the Great Priory of
Canada as having been lawfully
established. It would have been
better—certainly more democratic—
if, when independency was resolved
on, all the Encampments—those of
Scottish as well as English origin—
had been invitéd to participate in the
formation of & new Grand body.
Very likely it was a mistake that this
was not done, but the omission, tak-
ing all things into account, does nok
seem to be fatal to the claims of the
Great Priory, which presents suffi-
ciently good reasons, we think, why
it should be regarded as the supreme
governing body of the Order of tha
Temple in Canada.

It does not follow, however, thak
the right to coerce the Soottls:: Er-
campments in New Brunswick,
belongs to that increase of power
which heas rightfally come to the
Great Priory. Now that there is an
independent Grand body having juris-
diction, not onlyover itsconstituents,
but, as it would appear, over what
before was common and unoccupied
territory, we think no foreign Grand
body of Templars conld lawfully cre.
atesubordinates within such territory.
Conceding this much, however, wo
counot justify the Great Priory in its
attempts fo foros the Scoftish En-
compments into allegiance fo itself.
Thess Encampments were chartered
by a foreign organization, the peer of

' the Great Priory, or Convent General
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of England; and the members of the
Encampment referred to, owe the
game fealty to the governping body in
Sootland, that Col. Moore, and “the
Templars associated with him under
the English Patent, owed to the
parent-body and its illustrious head.
A release on appeal was granted in
the one case; and, no doubt, on a
like request, the Chapter General in
Seotland would absolve the members of
the Encampments at St. John and at
St. Stephen from their allegiance, and
go permit them to pass under the
aathority of the Great Priory of - Ce-
nade. Until releage is brought about
in this orderly way of procedure, the
two Encampments may, rightfally,
claim to maintain their organie life,
with all the rights and privileges
heretofore appertaining to théir ve-
speotive bodies. According to numer-
ous English and foreign precedents,
they are required to be obedien$ to
the Grand body creatifly them, or to
which they have been lawfully in sub-
jection, until such time as & releaseis
accorded in a pro;  manner. There
must be three parties concurring be-
fore the Scottish Encampments can
be brought into the communion, and
under the anthority of the Great
Priory of Canada. First of all, the
Scottish Grand body, by its Grand
Master, must consent to s release of
fealty—after this, the way becomes
ensy.

We are not unmindful of the
American Masonic law respecting
jurisdiction, and of the supremacy
which it is held, must attach to
governing bodies within the terri-
tories where they are established.
These rules, however, do not quite
apply to the case in question; or
even, if applicable, they ought not to
be insisted wpon with technical ex-
actness, because of the peculiar con-
ditions which have characterized the
Templer organizations in Canada.
‘We doubt whether the Great Priory
of Canada has the law on its side in
its use of coercive measures in deal-
ing with the Bcottish Encampments

in New Brungwick; and even if there
is: the sanction of Masonic law for
such a course, we should still regret
to see it exercised under existing
ciroumstances. The equities involved
seem to require a milder treatment
than that of edicts and non-intercourse.
It would be better, very likely, tor the
Scottish Encampments to come under
the authority of the Grest Priory of
Canadas better for theso bodies, and
for the general gosd of Templary;
bu$ the method which is now being
tried, will hardly be speedily effective
ia seouring such a result.

THE GRAND LODGI OF NEW
SOUTH WALEGS,

The following addeess by the
M. W. Groad Meater of the above
Grzad Lodge, hos had & very strong
effeot in the “Colony,” and has set
the English and Scotch adherents
thinking:— :

“The Grand Lodge of New South
‘Weles is now eetablished on such &
firm foundation, and its progress as a
supreme magonic powser Las so far
excesded the mosi sanguine expecta-
tions of its promotars, thes it was nob
my intention to again address you on
the subject of the legality of the pro-
ceadings which wers pursued on that
ocoasion—one, I- thiak, the most
eventful in the history of Australian
Freamasonry, had it not been for the
appearance of an unofficial English
telegram which was recently publish-
od in the press, and which read as
followa:—*The Grand Liodge of Free-
masons has refused the application of
the Grand Lodge of New South Wales
t0 be recogrized by the English Grand
Lodge.’ I think the present moment
opportune to address the thinking
Freemasons of New South Wales
through you, the oldest masonic lodge
in Australia, ¢ established in 1821,"
apon the sabject of the establishment
of our grand lodge, hecause it does
appear to me, s~a I believe many of
you think likevise, that the person




L]

GRAND LODGE OF NEW SOUTH WALES,

”s

who inspired the telegram to which I
refor not only violated one of the first
principles of our order, but exhibited
an snimus to the Grand Lodge of
New South Wales whioh is not perti-
oipated in by a large majority of the
Freemasons in this territory owing
allegiance to the Grand Lodge of
England. You are all aware that for
a number of years the formation of &
Grand Lodge of New South Wales has
engaged the aftention of a large
number of brethren in this province,
but no active steps were taken to pro-
mote this object until & number of
the oldest and most energetic mem-
bers of the eraft, according to the
masonic custom adopted mpon such
oceasions formed themselves into a
-Masonic Union on July &, 1877, and
subsequently sent a circular to every
masonic lodge in the colony, asking it
to discusscthe question and appoint
a delegate to represent its lodge at
the mestings of the union. In reply
to this communication thirteen lodges
appointed delegates, and assurances
of support were received from several
other lodges, aud a large nuraber of
brethren of the three constitutions.
At the same time, the union, as an
act of courtesy, informed the Grand
Lodges of England, Ireland, and
Scotland of their movement, and not
receiving any reply from these bodies,
called a meeting of the convention on
December 8, 1877, and elected the
first grand master and grand lodge
officers, who were duly installed by
R. W. Bro, Manning, g Past District
Deputy Grand Master under the
English  Constitution and Past-
Provincial Grand Master under
the Scotch Constitution. The
Grand Lodge of New South Wales,
having been thus constitationally
formed aceording to the custom of all
grand lodges except the Grand Liodge
of Englend, the illegality of whose
constitution I shall refer to imwmedi-
ately, the Grand Master caused letters
and & manifesto to be forwarded to
all the known grand lodges in the
evorld, together with a copy of the

proceedings of the convention, frater-
nally requesting recognition of tho
new grand lodge. To these, replies
have been received from time to tims,
and ot the present moment we are
recognized as a grand lodge by thirty-
eight grand lodges, being more than
half of the grand Lodges in existence.
A most notable fact about the recog-
nitions is that the first one extended
to us was from a grand lodge which
included within its ranks that eminent
jurist, Dr. Mackay, author of the
“Lexicon of Freemasonry,” and other
standard masonic works, who, after
thoroughly investigating the legality
of the course pursued in' establishing
the Grand Todge of New South Wales,
warmly auvocated its recognition, and
consented to act as its representative
in his own grand lodge. I mnst now
claim your attention for a few mo-
ments to refer to the establishment
of the Grand Liodge of Eagland, and
I do not think the contrast will bear
favorable comparison with the steps
taken to form & grand lodge in this
territory. Accordingto Masonic juris-
prudence & grand lodge can bs estab-
lished in any territory where no.grand
lodge exists; but the Grand Lodge
of England, as first established in. Lion-
don, vioiated this law as its grand
lodge wae formed by four London
lodges that seceded from the Graud
Lodge of York, which was established
in the year 926, having under its
jurisdiction thirty-two ledges. Not-
withstanding that there was a Grand
Lodge of England, we find that the
macgonic body in London, then num-
bering only four lodges, formed them-
gelves into & grand lodge so recently
as the year 1717, and from it was in-
stituted the present United Grand
Lodge of England. And this, for-
sooth, is the body which refuses to
recognize a grand lodge originally
formed by 18 lodges, which hag now
on its roll 44 subordinate lodges cone
taining some 8000 Masons, and recog-
nized by 88 grand lodges, many of
them having double thé number of
Freemasons under their jurisdiction,
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which the Grand Lodge of England
©an boast of. * 'We bave not imitated
the exampile of our London brethren
who seceded, but have followed the
fepaland constitutional steps taken by
all other grand lodgas at their estab-
lishment, and which have been imita-
1ed by our brethren in Victoria and
South Australia, and which I earnest-
1y desire to see adopted by all the
Australian colonies. The Grand
Tiodge of South Australis, with w. .h
we are in friendly communication,
has already been recognized by the
Grand Lodge of England, and I can-
ot refrain from quoting the language
of our esteemed brother the Earl of
Liimerick, who presided over the grand
Jodge when the application was re-
weived:—He thought it was not ont
of place to remember that our colo.
nies, although in civil matters they
possessed local self-government, had
shown that they were ready to rally
%o the assistance of the mother-coun-
4ry whenever they might be called up-
on to do so. (Cheers.) He wds sure
2hat that spirit would also exist in
Freomasgonry. He trusted, speaking
individually, that the motion might
be accopted unanimously, and that
4hey might wish the Grand Lodge of
Bouth Australia hearty good wishes
and God-speed, and that we might
Tecognize in it a promising addition to
the grand lodges of the world.”

Now, brethren, with particular re-
ference to this telegram, I bave the
authority of the Grand Secretary,
who has carefully examined our
foreign correspondence, for saying
that no official application has ever
Pbeen made by this Grand Lodge to
the Grand Lodge of England since
January, 1878, at the same period as
communications were forwarded to
all other Grand Liodges; and therefore
T cannot understand why the idea of
sending such a telegram was conctiv-
@d. Can it bo possible that after an
interval of nearly eight yedrs the
@Grand Secretary of the Enpglish
Grapd Lodge has become energetic
about his correspondence? Oris there

any member of the ILoocal Distriot
Grand Lodge at present in London
80 very anxious for our recognitipn
that he has brought our present dis-
tressed condition under the notice of
the Grand Liodge of England? Breth.
Yen, to me this recognition has always

‘been & matter of indifference. I think

vou all know my views upon the
question; but in the face of such
dreadful news we can console our-
gelves with the reflection that what
we have done has been in the inter-
ests of Freemasonry—for the good of
the craft, and not from motives of
personal ambition. Other Buitish
colonies, such as COanada, recognize
our Grand Lodge, and have shown
that looal Masonioc government, simi-
lar to that which we have established
here, is not inconsistent with loyalty
to the British Throne and attachment
to the prinoiples of Freemasonry over
the world. And I oan assute you that
I have detormined to assert our fult
rights to this Masonic territory, by
within the next few day, issuing a
manifesto declaring ¢ -y lodge opened
in this colony, unless owing allegi-
ance to the Grand Liodge of New
Sonth Wales, illegal and unconstitu-
tional. and all persons initiated in
sach Lodges as clandestine Freema-
sons; end in taking this step I feel
confident that I will receive the sup-
port of the thirty-eight Grand Lodges
who recognise our Grand Lodge, and
who themselves are recognised by the
Grand Lodge of England. Brethren,
on behalf of the Grand Lodge of New
South Wales and the Grand Lodge of
South Australia, which I represent in
this colony, I desire to thank you.

Tee Laureate edition of Dr. Rob
Morris' poemns need no commendation.
If they did, we could refer to the
cornmendations of almost every read-
ing, scholarly Mason in the United
States and Canada. Few are so igno-
rant as not to have seen some of his
poems, and all ought to have a copy.
Address, Dr. Rob. Morrie, LaGrange,
Kentucky, )
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FACTORS OF IMASONIC POWER.

From its remote origin Masonry
had its , aotical or material and its
moral or spiritual side. When the
age of oconstitutional governments
and of rapid advances in sivilization
ocourred, and men could submit their
rights to the protection of the law
with safety, the moral aspect of Ma-
sonry began to shine out more con-
spiouously; the primitive restriction
of membership to the Craft was re-
laxed; the worthy of whatever occu
pation, or even of noue, were received
into the Fraternity, and Masonry, as
an institution, passed, at first slowly,
but soon with great rapidity, from an
cperative to a speculative character,
having for its object the inoulocation
of moral ideas and the teaching of in-
dustry, honor and probity by means
of solemn oharges and of emblems
drawn from the working tools and in-
strumentalities of the Craft. It also
determine?’, with the true spirit of
ancient chivalry, to champion the
oause of the poor and unfortunate, to
see that none of its members whom
sdversity might overtake should suffer,
to defend each other’s repdtation
when wrongfully assailed, to matuslly
aid in the building up of character,
and to have all heraltars and banners,
pill.rts and spires inscribed with the
ons heaven-descended word, Charity;
which word stood for the presumed
uanselfishnese of every true Mason and
the essential and inalienable charaec-
teristio of the F'raternity.

In the earlier periods of the history
of the institution of Speculative Ma-
sonry the inculeation of certain fun-
damental principles of morals *aught
by a peculiar symbolism, borrowed
from the traditions, working-tools and
implements of Operative Masonry,
was a most honorable and useful
characteristic of the Fraternity. This
featurs of Masonry made it, to those
vho were admitted to its privileges
and benefits, a light shining in the
midst of darkness. .

~ The period of which we speak ante-
dated the time whén morals as &

basis of human character had been
reduced to a soience, when it wrs
taught in the schools, and its princi-
ples, through the agency of the priw -
ing press and domestic instruction
aud training, hed become generally
diffused. If this feature of the Fra-
ternity presents at the present day
the appearance of the inculcation of
elementary principles already well
understood, tbe fact must be attri-
buted to the grert advance which the
woild has made in general intelligence.
and along all the lines of a higher
civilization. The candid mind will
revert to the time when Masorry, by
inculoating in its adherents. and in-
sisting upon certwin principles of
morals as the basis of the Masonic
character, was kindling a light in the
midst of comparative gloom; a time
when each man, to a greater or less
degree, framed his own code of
morals—when might was a stronger
law thau right, apd individuality,
with its accessories of selfishness,
rapine and plunder was the rule,
rather than the fraternity aund inter-
dependence of man. It is to the last-
ing honor and credit of Masonry that
at such & time she presented to the
world an Institution wherein the fra.
ternity and equality of men upon &
basis of moral character was asserted
and suoccessfully maintained.

She undertook to demonstrate that
man could and should be just and
true to his brother; that he should
help him in adversity and oomfort
him in sorrow and trial; that the
family of a brother should be as
sacred to him as his own domestic
hearth; that he would respest lis per-
sonal rights as he demanded that his
own should s respected, and that bis
rights of property should not be in-
fringed upon to the smallest appre-
oiable amount. Such principles as
these do mot become superannuated
aor depreciate in value so long as a
lawless individuality is pressing for a
place, and selfishness is struggling
for the control of the human hears.
Although these principles may seem



'

376

THE OANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

self-evident to the enlightened people
of this age and country, yet even the
technionl moralist must admit that
the practical application of them to
the varied relations in which men
stand in modern society has not yet
reached that degree of perfection that
the continued inculeation of them, by
any, and by all means, has ceased to
be necessary. The day has not yet
arrived when Masonry can forbear to
lay the greatest stress upon those
elementary principles of morality on
which the peace, security and happi-
ness of society mainly depend.

But it remsins that at this day the
working faotor in the practical re-
sults of Masonry, as an institution,
is Charity. From its origin in the
distant past down to the present time
Charity has stood, in the enlightened
apprehension of the Fraternity, asits
tutelar divinity, With eyes beawing
with compassionate sympathy, she
watches the frequent mutations of
fortune so inseparable from the
human let. With one outstretched
hand she receives from the healthy
and the strong, and from those whom
a kind Providence has blessed with &
competency, and with the other she
dispenses to the needy and suffering.
and to those overtaken by any of the
thousand adversities that lie in waib
even for the most worthy brother.
By impressive rites and by counsels
from the East this principle of char-
ity isinculcated upon every cne who
seeks admission to the Fraternity.

Although & distressed worthy
brother, his widow and urphans, are
the only ones who have a legal claim
apon the fands of the Fraternity, yet
it must not be supposed that the true
Mason’s charity extends no further.
He carries the lessons he has learned
into the world, and human want and
suffering never appeal to him in vain
when it is in his power to xelieve or
mitigate them.

Cherity is so essentially & working
principle of the Fraternity that a
Lodge which should practically elimi-
nate it would find it difficalt togive a

satisfactory reason for its existence.
It would work & moral forfeiture of
its charter, though the written docu-
ment might be still retained in the
archives of the Liodge.

In this brief view of the principal
objects which the Institution of Ma-
gonry . proposes to itself and to the
world, and of the bond of union which
unites all its worthy members in one
compact brotherhaod, I have perhaps
said enough to show thal this vener-
able Fraternity is not an anachronizin
which continues in existence rather
by its merits in the past than by rea-
son of its usefalness in the present. -
The true Meson who has adopted its
code of morals and whose heart is
imbued with the divine principles of
Charity will find a large place for
himszlf and for his Fraternity in the
world; the oceupation bf which, duly
and truly and faithfolly, will cause the
generations of the future, like those
of the past, to rise and ce!l him bless-
ed.—Freemasons’ Repository.

SUBDIVISION OY CEREMONIES.

‘When we consider how much de-
pends on the manpner in which the
ceremonies of Freemasonry sre car-
ried out, we are surprised that greater
efforts are not made to render them
aven more impressive than is &b pre-
sent the case. Thereare many points
in our ritual to which attention might
advantageously be devoted, not so
much with & view of atis'ning per-
fection in the mere delivery of the
words, a5 to acquire something like
effect in the manner in which they
are rendered. Our Lodges of Instrue-
tion ara excellent schools, so far as
thev go; the work of their Preceptors
is t1 feach the ritual of Freemasonry;
and we think that few of them lay
claim to teeching more, even if any
' genersl attempt on their part do de so
would not be rejected by their papils.
The improvement to which we refer,
must first belooked forfrom the pupils,

rather *han from the teachers, and if
is therefore fo those who are astually
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‘in office, or who are working for

office, that we now address ourselves.
‘Wewoiild ask each Worshipful Master
to study, not only what to say, bub
how to say it, end in order to make
the ceremonies even more impreesive
than is usual at the present time, we
agk them to seek the co-operation of
the Past Masters and officers of their
lodge.

One of the most radical changes we
should like to see, is a subdivisior of
laborin the rendering of the various
ceremonies, 8o that the monotony of
lodge-work, which oftentimes proves
wearisome t¢ the majority of listeners,
wmay be,in & measure, relieved. There
is an old truism, that “variety is
charming,” end novhere would the
aphorism better apply, then in & hia-
sonic lodge. Forexample, we should
Iike to see the Master, instead of tak-
ing the whole of the initiation cere-
1mony, or that of passing or raising,
follow up to & certain point, and then
permit his principeal officers, or others

in the lodge, to “take up the wond-

rous tale,” thus relieving the mono-
tony of thp Master’s voice, which,
however eloquent and impressive,
may, and often dods, prove irksoms
to some of his listeners. This, we
urge, would tend to make the core-
monies of a lodge more impressive
and interesting to the general body of
the members; moreover, it would
create a stimulus in the minds of all
who attend, to emulate the ex-
ample of others, and to embrace
the opportunities for advancement
offared to them. To the candidate,
this subdivision of work would be of
the utmost interest, for instead of
listening to the ‘¢parrot rote” of
perheps an inefficient Worshipful
Master, prompted by a veteran on
his left, he would then discern that
unity and co-operation which are
amongst the highest and most laud-
able of the tenets of our Order. We
care not how sble or competent a
Hlaster may be, or how desiréus of
displaying his erudition before his
lodge, thers is at limes a wearisome-

ness in the recapitulation of sentences
with which &ll intelligent Mesons are
conversant; and to vary the routine,
by calling in extrsneous assistance,
from those who would only too gladly
render it, would be to the advantage
and edification of the brethren all
round. The same remarks apply to
the festivities which follow labor; and
in which the post-prandial businessis
invariably left in the hands of one or
two individuals. Every Mason who
attends a banquet, and glances over
the toast-list,is able almost intunitively
to guage the calibre of the speeches
to which he is abont to listen; unless,
indeed, the Worshipful Master be &
men of more than mediocre perspi-
cuity. It may be that there is a cer-
tain Jaundable ambition on the part of
s Worshipfal Master, to impress upon
the brethren his ability to do all the
work efficiently; but it would, in &
mejority of instances, bs mora con-
ducive to the comfort and enjoyment
of the brethren, to diffuse the ameni-
ties of the festive board over as wide
sn ares as is compatible with courtesy
and the usages of thefraternity. Thus
the whole of the work, both in the
lodgeand at thesubsequent festivities,
would gomore smoothly and regularly,
to the adveniasge, we consider, both
of the Master himself, his officers,
and all who share in the subordinate
ranks. Of course, such & programme
could not be carried out, withont
natural ability and an intelligent con-
ception of the sublimity of the teach-
ings of the craft, but on that very
ground, we see in the aspirations of
the brethren who were cailed upor to
fulfil their parts, an incentive would
be found to break fresh ground, end
thus the after-dinner proceedings, in-
stead of proving, as they too often do,
& mere repetition of that which we
have heard too often befors, would be
brightened by thoughts and senti-
ments which are frequently promised
in the lectures,—*‘should time per-
mit.” If the mafter was thought oub
and soted upon in o spirit of unity
and good undersianding, the work
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which is now painfully confined to
£wo or three spedlers, might'be agree-
ably subdivided amongst balf & dozen
or more of the members of a lodge,
and we feel convinced it would tend
not only to enhance the pleasures and
enjoyment of the brethren, but would
stimulate inquiry and research, and a
desire for perfection in all branches
of Masonic work, which is at present
lamentably wnknown.— Freemasons’
Chronicle, London.

DEDICATION IN NEWEFOUND-
LAND.

The 29th December, 1885, will long
be remembered by the Masons of St.
Johns, Nfld., as being the day when
their Temple was dedicated to the
parposes of Freemasonry.

Until this time, the craft here have
held their meetings in a hired hall;
but the brethren having felt that it
was time to have a house of their
own, held a meeting, and staried a
Joint-Stock Co. amongst the mem-
bers of the craft, for the purpose of
building a Temple, which resulted in
the erection of a handsome three.
storied wooden building, on one of the
most commanding sites in the city,
at a cost of about $80,000. The
Jower storey is occupied by a sehool ;
the second storey is dedicated to
Freemasonry, and contains Royal
Arch Chapter rooms, Blue Lodge-
room, Committee rooms, Ante-rooms,
&e.; also, a room, which, I am in-
formed, is intended for a library.
The third storey is a public hall,
which, I think I may say, is the
Isrgest in the city. On the day men-
tioned, the bretbrer assembled at
{heir usual place of meeting, formed
8o procession, and taking with them
their wor'.ing-tools, jewels, charters,
&e., marched to the new Templs,
where they srrived at high noon;
when the District Grand Master
of England, Sir W. V. Whiteway,
made an eloguent and appropriate
speech, after which he dedicated the
3all to Freemasonry, with the usual
Solemn csremonies.

At eight o'clock on the evening of
the same - doy, the officers of Bt.
John's Liodge, No. 579, R. B.. for the
ensuing year, were installed by the
District Grand Master, as follows:—
W. M., Bro. John Pye; 8. W., Bro.

'R. Pearce; J. W., Bro. J. A, Clift;

Seo., Bro. John Jeanes; Treas., Bre.
H. Carter; S. D., Bro.R. G. Rendell;
J. D., Bro. R. A. Barnes; Stewards,
Bros. A. Morgan and E. 'W. Bennett;
Gaard, Bro. F. W. Rendell; Tyler,
Bro. Henry Earle. '

After the installation, the Distriot
Grand Master congratulated Bro.
Pye on having been re-eleoted to such
an honorable position. The Worship-
ful Master responded with an eioquent
speech, and thanked the brethren for
having o second {ime ohosen him as
the Master of the lodge. During his
remarks, he mentioned that this was
the second time he had been honored
by being the first Master installed in
a new Masonic Temple.

TO0 UNDERSTAND THE TRUTHS
OFY FREEMASONRY,

That understaading of the truths
taught by Masonry, and that appre-
ciation of the obligation and duties of
a"Mason, which begets activity in the
work, outside of, as well as im, the
lodge room, i3, in my opinion, the
great need of the day and hour. In
this, we are all deficient, and all and
each of us responsible for that inert-
ness which has well nigh reduced
Masonry to an association of persons
held together almost alone for the
peouniary benefit it may afford them.
This, brethren, is the dark side of
the picture, and it is mentioned be-
causa we enter the light throngh the
darkness. The moral influence ex-
erted by our beloved order is being
felt in almost every locality in the
State, but the morality ofits member-
ship does not come up to the stan-
dard erected by the teachings of the
order. I would have its adherents
learn. more of that morality taught by
Masonry, feeling assured that, these
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keing known better they would, more
gonerally be observed and practiced
by the oraft, and the csuse of human-
ity correspondingly advanced.

If the symbolism of the compass
and square was more strongly im-
pressed upon the mind of the initiate,
RKasons would not, sometimes, malign
o the profane, one whom, in thelodge
Toom, he is apparently pleased to cali
<prother,” but would make an honest
effort to live mp to the duties and
obligations every Mason has assumed,
and thus make his conversation aud
‘action beartestimony to the excellence
of the principles of, and calculable
benefits resulting from Masonry when
{ally lived ap to by its adherents. I
do not overlook the many difficulties
with which we have to contend, by
reason of the frailties incident to our
human nature. I do not forget that
.there are two natores in man, the
<higher and the lower, the great and
the mean, and the.noble and the ig-
noble,” nor does Masonry; but in
avery degree teaches its membership
fo cultivate and practice the better
part of our nature, and continually
guard ourselves against the tempta-
tions suggested by our prejudice,
passions, and appetites. We should
be slow to make inferences which a
foll examination of the facts would
prove to be unjust, as well as to firm-
1y rofuse to approve that which justice
and good morals would condemn.—
M. W.J. H. Bankhead, Alabama.

LAWS, REGULATIONS AND
LANDMARKS.

‘We bad the impression that the
*tJaws and regulations” of the Masonic
institution were designed to be in ac-
eordance with the “landms:is” of the
Order, and that the latter were estab-
Yished and had existed from time
whereof “‘the memory of man runneth
not to the contrary,” their antiguity
being- an essentisl element, And
faxther, that these “landmarks” are
now just what they were conturies
ago, and that thoy will remain and

mast continue in force so long as
Masonry shall exist. Moreover, if our
memory serves us right, we have read
somewhers tbat the Worshipful
Mastor of a lodge mssents in his in-
stallation “that no man or body of
men have power to make innovations
in the body of Masonry.” What
does all this mean, if there are no
fixed rules and regulations and land-
marks by which the Masonic frater-
nity are governed, and which have
been in existenée from time immem-
orial? Opinions may differ as to the
construotion which shall be put upon
those landmarks, but ~ .t does not
destroy or render in.alid the land-
mark. Our idea of the institution of
Masoury is that an ancient and hon-
orable fraternity,. which has been
{ransmitted from generation to gener-
ation of its sons through all the suoc-
cessive ages of its existence, unim-
paired ir all its forms and ceremonies,
its methods of recognition, snd in all
its essential prinoiples of government,
of morality, of brotherly love, of char-
ity and trutbh. Its antiquity is its

"beauty and glory. Masonry modern-

ized or torn from its moorings in the
stability and permanency and uni-
versality of its laws, rules and regu-
lations, as specifically defined in its
ancient landmarks, would leave it
with no form or comeliness that
would make it desirable. It would
be like Sampson shorn of his locks,
weak a8 other fraternsl organizations
that have sprung up like mushrooms,
and have perished or languished as
quick.—W. R, Singleton, Grand Lodge
of Maine. .

In consequence of the loss sustain-
ed by the Masonic fraternity of Que-
bec, in the recent decease of R. W.
Bro. Samuel Kennedy, P.D.D.G. M.,
and as & mark of respect for his
memory, the membere of the Quebec
craft decided to 'dispense wivh the
Masonic sapper, which was to have
been held in the Masonic Temple, in
commemoration of the anniversary of
the feast of St, John the Evangelist.
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HOW ROB MORRIS WORKED,

We quofe the following extracts
from & recent article of Bro. Rob
Morris concerning his manner of his
reportorial work:

*“While Diokens was haunting the
gtreets of London to gather names
and incidents for his immortal stories,
I was visiting hundreds of Liodges,
inspeoting their rooms and furniture,
obgerving their manner of examining
strangers, opening Lodge, performing
ritaalistic work, laying corner-stones,
exercising discipline, and burying
the dead. I spent my Sunday after-
noons, when away from home, in the
old ocemeteries, copyizg Masonic
emblems and epitephs, thet I might
reproduce them in some Masoaio tale
or essay, or in my editorials in the
various Magoniec papers that I con-
ducted. .

«Another field of Masgonic informa-
tion T oultivated more diligently than
ever ib had been done before was the
memories of the aged. I do not re-
member thet any Masonic writer
adopted this plan of gathering Ma-
sonic facts before me, bubt wherever I
found an old Mason, provided his
mind <vas olear, I found in him a
mine of valuable thought. Insearch
ofsuch menI have traveled thousands
of miles. In the company of such
men I have spent many and meny an
hour, inquisitive to propound ques-
tions, quick to note down the answers
in short-hand, industrious to write
them ount and enlargo them into read-
able articles, As I was the first Ma-
gonie editor to do this, so I think, I
am the last to do it. Judging by the
editorial columns of the American
Masonie press, it would appear that
the only recognition an old Mason
claims nowadays is to become a thirty-
third, whatever that means, and with-
draw the influence -from the good old
mother system of Blue Liodge Mason-
ry, in which alone (if I may be per-
mitied to express my belief so plainly)
lies the only hope for an hororable
fature that Freemasonry possesses.”

DUTY OF MASONS,

‘Any order, to become prominent,
must practice what they preach. Of
these there oan be no better choice
than the Masonic Order. We are
taught to be just fo all men, to do
good to one another, and have 2
génerous and due regard for the hap-
piness and welfare of others, while
seeking to promote our own. Wears
enjoined to practice self-denial with-
out self-abnegation; to relieve the dis-
tressed without privation and injury
to those who are dependent upon our
exertions. In faot, the Order of Ma-
gonry, as the handmaid of religion,
is well designed to assist the wpilgrim
of life in contending against the trials
of mortality, and accompanies him to
the very threshold, of whatsosver tem-
ple he may deem best suited o the
worship and praise of our Father and
our God. The very basis of Masonty
is brotherly love, relief and truth, and
to <“do unto others as we would they

.should do to us.” The true Aason’s

trust is in God, and to the man who
finds it possible to entertain this hope
how different an aspect the world
wears—oasting his glance forward,
how wondrous a light rests upou the
future, the farther he extends his
vision the brighter the light—anims-
ted by a hope more sublime than
wighes bounded to earth ever before
inspired—he feels armed with the
courage to oppose surrounding preja-
dices and the welfars of Lostile cus-
toms. No sectarian advantage, no
netty benefit is before him; he sees
but the regemeration of mankind.
From the disease, {amine and toil
around him, his spirit bursts into
prophecy, and dwells among the eter-
nal and everlasting ages. Then lab
ns practice what we presch, ever beax-
ing in mind this, our first duty to each
other, whether-assembled in Liodge or
scattered abroad in the various walks
of life.~—Bro. Thos, H. Douglas, Portc-
mouth, Va.

(%
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LODGE DUES.

Previous to the year 1717 it wes
the practice in Ergland for the Ma.
sons to assemble at any convenient
place for consultation or work, and
by immemorial usage they were ao-
customed at such assembles to prac-
tice the rites of Magonry, and to re-
ceive into the Fraternity Brothers and
fellows. In their conduct thev were
regulated « solely by the ancient
charges. The Master of the Lodge
was elected “pro tempore,” and his
aathority terminated with the dissolu-
tion of the assembly, The Fellow
Crafts at that time constitnted' the
body of Fraternity, and the principal
object of all assemblies appears to
have heen for the settlement of dif-
ficulties between Craftsmen and to
“make Masons.” Doubtless a groeé
incentive to attendance upon these
oceesional assemblies was the banquet
provided at the close of the assembly
at the ezpenss of the newly-made
Masous, in®lien of & fixed fes, ap gen-
erally practiced at the present time.

There being at that tims no per-
manent Liodge orgenizatian, therse
was no necessity of tho members of
the Fraternity contribuiing to the
formation of o permanent fand for
charitable or other purposes. Each
Magon, when appealad to for assis-
tance by aneedy Brother, contributed
to his relief such amount as his abilify
would permit, or the occasion seemed
to require. :

Accordingly, the old Constitutions
contain no regulations for the pay-
ment of ‘dues; but when' the Grend
Lodge was formed, the Craft volan-
tavily surrendered their inherent right
of assembly, vesting the same in the
newly-formed body, which immediate-
ly granted warrants of Constitution
authorizing the formation of Liodges
to be permanently located aof the
places designated therein.

With the organization ofa permen-
ent Liodga arose the necessity for pro-
viding & fand for its maintenance;
and a5:all the members: were. equally

interested in its support it sppearcd
but just that all should be equally as-
sessed for that purposs; and thus
aroga the system of Liodge duses, which
at the presens timeis universally pre-
valent.—London Freemason. '

It is said that the labest statistics
give the number of Masouic Lodges
in the world 138,032, with 4 mem-
bership of 14,160,542,

A Yoovee v A Roman Carmoric
Cmaper.—The Keystone says ‘‘Bro.
James H. Neilson, of Dublin, has &
cartified copy of tho extry in the min-
ubes of Liodgo No. 60, of Ennig, Irs-
laad, of the Lodge having, on St.
John’s Day, June 24, 1800, attended
tho Roman Catholic Chapel of Ennis,
and heazd n cermon fror thé Bev. Dr.
MoDonegh, the parish priest, who
afterwards dined with the brethren of
theLodgs. This ig quits wnigue.”

Ten Masonic Chronicls speaks from
experionee, 28 well as $o the point, in
tho following:—*Tharo is nos a Ma-
sonic publisntion in existsnce, which
is not worth double tke price asked
for 1%, and yot we ventueo to sey, thas
nozs of thom prcduco more than a
very saell surplus of luero a5 the end
of ecch yesr. Thisisno$ ssit should
be; every brether oughd $o subscribe
o of least ono paper, nud thas ossish
their frakres in disseminsting light.”

Bro, T. B, Wryreazap will please
accops our thoanks for o very hand-
some oard haviag ia tho upper lefé
hand cormer o raprocontation of an
English Past Mcater’s Jowel, hand-
somoly embossed in gold, with blue
hangings, the whole being & complete
representation of what it purports to
ba. 'The oord bears the legend,
“Hearty Good Wishes for You and"
Yours.,” We heertily reciprocats the
kindly sentiment, and fully appreciate
the thoughtfalness of Bro. Whyte--
heag in favoring us with & copy of his
CRYA. ’ * ‘
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Tuae Chicago Inter-Ocean has the
following: —At Nansimo, B. C,, the
‘Chinese Freemasons have opened a
Lodge and initiated geventeen almond-
eyed candidates. Allee samme Meli-
can man.”

‘We mentioned to Dr. Rob Morris
that we were suffering with headachs,
and he had the poetic effrontery to
ask, if it wasn’t “an aching void.”
That’s the kind of sympathy an edi-
tor gets. However, it wasn’t so bad
8 joke after all. It reminds, us®of a
story of a young man who said, if he
did not have sense enough to do a
certein thing, he would label his head
¢ For Rent.” ¢ Yes, yes,” said his
father; “add to the notice, ‘Unfur-
nished.’ "—FEz. :

Tae Freemason's Journal, New York,
publishes the edict issued by the
Sovereign Great Priory K. T. of Ca-
nada, in fall—without comment:—

“The Grand Lodge of Scotland al-
lows aMaster two votes—acasting and
& personal vote—on questione coming
up fordecision by appeal. We cannot
seshow such a proceeding can be jus-
tified. We wouldnot deprivethe W.M.
of & vote. He has g right to it as a
member of the Liodge, bat two votes
is too much. In case of & tie, instead
of the W. M. taking another vote, the
subject had bettor be allowed to drop,
or considered lost. It can easily come
Eg again in the old shape or in & new

es8.

Trey have been watching Bro. Theo.
S.Parvin up in Dakota—a gold one
af that. Bro. Parvin is solid with all
hands in the Northwest corner of this
Republic. Come down to Kentucky,
Bro. Parvin, and we’ll (gold) chain
you, and eat you, and treat you—
well.—Mas. Home Journal. Any one
who has ever met our illustrious Bro.
Parvin, will always be glad to watch
him anywhere; and if they listen fo
him, they are sare to hear something
that will benefit them. Canads will
always be found among the most wil-
ling to welcome and well treat the
**fine old men” from Dakota,

St. Oaer Comaranoery, of Boston,
and the Encampments of 8t. Johns,
N. B., which were declaréd.- to be
olandestine by the Great Priory of
Canada, continue to gush over each
other. That's all right, A little
more' of friendly gush among Tem-
plars “and the rest of mankind,”
would meke the world happier. Itis
carious, by the by, how an Encamp-
ment in possession of territory, and

- recognized for years as “iawfully con-

stituted,” becomes illegal as soon as
it refuses to join others in some grand
movement. O tempora, O mores—
Masonic Home Journal.

Oreprr WaeRe Duz.—The brethren
who attend lodge meetings are burden-
bearers every way; they nof only do
the work of the lodge, but they are
called on o put their hands in their
pockets on every ocoasion. It is thig
class who give and go at the behest of
all and everyone who seek such assist-
ance. For this reason we Tavor tak-
ing money from the tressury to meeb
demands of charity. Again, we favor
the idea of those who do the work of
controlling its business. We believe
that the members who coms only to
the ‘annual meeting” should be
cautious and not antagonize the faith-
ful, devoted, to please some restless

distarber who has an axe to gtin&.-——»'

Masonic Journal.

Ax Anciext Masonic MoNUMENT.—
In the possession of the Italian Gov-
ernment is & monument, recently
unearthed in that country, upon whick
are engraved the square and compass,
plamb, level, and twenfy-four inch
gauge. It also bears an ingcription
in Latin giving the name of the per-
son to whom 1t was erected, together
with the significant statement that he

'was & Master Mason. Experis have

examined the stone and find that it
had remained in the earth for many
centuries. It is evidently older than
the Italian language, or else this Mas-
ter Macon must have belonged
to the Latin spesking or highes$

N4
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olass of sooiety prior to the middle

ages. "The existence of this monu-

ment entirely refutes the assertions of
the enemies of the Craft, that Masonry
did not exist as sucb, prior to 1700.—
Boston World, ’

—————

Taar prince of good fellows Sir
Enight James A. Rich, who devctes
50 much of his time to furthering the
interests of Palestine Commandery,
No. 18, New York City, has placed us
under another obligation to him, in
gending us an invitation to attend the
ERighth Annual Reception of Palestine
Commandery, our only regret being
that we cannot possibly attend. The
invitation cards and programmes are
perfect gems, and a marvel of the
printer’s and lithographer’s art.
Everything connected with the Re-
ception is mansged by Sir Knight
Rich in the most able manner, and
guch s gathering must be a grand
sight. Cappa’s band, 110 pieces,
furnish the musie.

Waar 1s Masonry 2—Alphonso de
Lamartine, the distinguished French
poet, orator, and statesman, once
asked:—* 'What i3 Masonry ?” and
answered himself thus:—*I see only
in the secrets of the lodges a veil of
modesty thrown upon truth and
charity to heighten their beanty. You
are, in my opinion, the great eclectics
of the modern world. You eull from
all time, all countries, all systems, all
philosophies, the evident, eternal,
and immutable principles of universal
morality, and you blend them into an
infallible and unanimously accepted
dogma of fraternity. You vegject
everything that divides minds, and
profess everything that unites hearts.
You are manufacturers of concord.
‘With your trowels you spread the
cement of virtue about the. founda-
tion of society. Your symbols are
but figures. If I am not mistakenin
this interpretation of your dogmas,
the curtain of your mysteries might
be drawn without fear of revealing
anything but services rendered to
humanity.” _

SoMoreIrBe.—We lovethisquaint
old response. To us it means unity
born of harmony, which is the key to
heavenly enjoyment. It says we have
sat together on the Level, and profif
hag been its fruit; that we are better
men for sv doing, and as liftle things
meke up our natural Temple, so these
meetings.from time o time, build up
our spiritual. It should be our aim
to make these words golden. ILet
them be an echo from the heart.
They are a benediction born of a
charity which has its sustenance from
& world unseen by mortal eyes,——the
source of all inspiration. For more
than a century has this Magonic say-
ing been borne heavenward as iucense.
Woe trust, as the years roll by, they
will be dearer, as the sun of that land
of rest begins to shed its lustre over
the mountain peaks which look upon
& landseape where a weary footfall is
never heard, and tears and sighs are
aliens. Amen. So mote it be.—
Portland Masonic Jowrnal.

Tre London Freemason in its very
interesting account of the doings of
the Craft for 1885, is unfortunate in
making the following reference to the
go-called Mark Lodge in Quebeo:—
“We may go so far as to suggest as
yeb another indication of Mark pros-
perity that its Grand Lodge has been,
and indeed stillis, engaged in a battle
royal with the Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of Quebec, though we believe
we are right in stating that for the
time, at all events, the difference be-
tween the two supreme authorities is
in & position of snspended animation.
However, we will not press this sug-
gestion too earnestly, or our friends
may chargo us with being careless and
irreverent.” The “battle xoyal” must
be going on in the mind of oar con-
temporary. No one in this country
pays any aftention to the Mark Me-
sons made in Montreal by the Lodges.
of the so-called Grand Mark Lodge of
England. These ¢Mark” Masons
form s little mutual admiration society
of their ovn, but have no recognition
outside of that charmed circle.
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Masonto Prosersfity, — When the
dark oloud of oppression like the
frowning mantle, of the Almighty,
brooded over mankind and seemed to
strike out thelast ray of hopa through-
out the world, she witnessed with
thrilling emotions, the first gleaming
beams of civil liberty emerge from the
darkness of human oppression, and
the establishment of vigorous repub-
lics upon the ruins of despotic mon-
archies. She has in the even pro-
gress of her course observed all these
changes, and to-day, in the noonday
of the nineteenth century, she may
survey with exceeding pride the
habitable globe, and realize that in
every clime, under every sun,
where civilization dwells, the altar of
Masonry has been erected, and that
men of every nationality worship at
her shrine yet; that she is secura from
the aftack of any power; that the
sword of no sovereign is raised against
her; and fanaticism is being dissolved
by the dazzling beams of Masonic
lights, and that the grand civilization
which has so richly dawned upon the
world has joined in oloser bouds of
fraternal fellowship the soatbered mil-
Tions of our order.—DBro. H. S. Kaley,
Grand Orator, Nebraska.

Ir is quite evident that the editor
of the Heystone does not beliove in
having Lodge rooms used for ths
purpoge of giving & ball, judging by
the following:—‘“We read, in the ac-
counts-of some Liodges abroad, of “‘at
homes," *‘conversaziones,” “public in-
stallations,” “balls,” and other shows,
set up by Masonic Lodges for the da-
lectation of the profane. Is it nod
abont time that these courbesies
should be publicly acknowledged and
returned, and that Maconic Liodges
should beinvited to circuses, theatres,
baso bell matches, skatihg rinks, and
other similer public resorts? Oz, is
this not & good time for the issnance
of some’ Ediots in the premises, if
there are any bona fide Grand Masters
in the jurigdictions where these un-

Masgonic anties occur?” If the Key- |

stone will give some reason why a
Lodge room or the oraft is injured by
holding & ball, its contemporaries
would doubtless respectfully consider
Jits views. As far a0 we oan see there
is no harm inflicted on any one, and
for a Masonic entertainment of any
kind there is nothing like the Masonic
hall. We are, however, strongly op-
posed to public installations.

Aj% the ologe of the regular business
of King Hiram Lodge, Lindsay, the
brethren adjourned to Terry’s restaun-
rant, where they were joined by many
others, and over a capital oyster sup-
per, united in wishing unlimited pro-
sperity to Bro. J. J. Irwin, who has
decided to take up his residence for a-
time in the Province of British Co-
lumbia. Speschea were made, songs.
sang, and a pleasant time passed.

The members of the craff in Qu-
’Appslle, N. W. T., and vicinity, met.
on. the evening of the 8th inet., and
decided to petition the Grand Lodge
of Manifobs for the insiitution of a
lodge abt theb placo. They selected
the name of Parkland for their lodge,
and named the following as the firat
principal officers: —W. M., James
Weidzaan, Iate of Ras Portage; S.W.,
A. C. Petorson; J.W., A. N. Wismer;
Treasurer, 5. H. Caswell; Seoretary,
8. 8. Nelson.

At the annual assembly of Mount.
Calvary Praceptory, No. 12, Barzie, the
following wers elected offica-bearers
for the ensuing year :—Presiding-
Praceplor—R.Fra. Robazrs A. Douglas;
Constable—E. Fra. Samu¢l Wesley;
Mazshal—E. Fre. John Rogerson; -
Chsplain—D. E. Fra. J. MeL. Stev-
enson; Registrar—V. E. Fra. Wm.
Dovmie; Treasurer—R. B. Fra, Daniel
Bpry; Sub-Marshel—Fra. Arthur C.
Georden, This Precoptory is in a
flourishing condition, and has on its
roll some of the leading Masons in
Canada.

Subseribe for Tar CRAFTSMAN,




