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5 (By John Reid.— By Permission of Liberator.)

(Thousands of (joli‘érs have been
offered for these stories of the
gredatest event in the world, by
the greatest correspondent on the
American Continent,.

The Canadian Forward has been
fortunate enough to get permis-
sion from the author to publish
this story which is also appearing

in the “Liberator.” Don’t miss

reading it.

Mr. John Reed is the Russian
7’

Consul for New York State for

the Russian People’s Government.

Tell your friends and get them
to send in a subscription to-day,
$1.00 per year.)

The true revolution may be said to
have begun on that day.  For their
withdrawal was a sign of the with-
drawal of confidence from the Gov
erriment by the whole mass of the
Russian people. Thase who were: left
behind, the hostile cadets, Menshe-

viks and Social Revolutionaries, re-

alized what it meant, and there were
many pale faces, Shrieks, curses, ex-
ecrations, and imploring cries of
“Come back!” followed the depart-
ing : Bolsheviks. But they did not
come back. And it was a blow from

. which the council never recovered. It

was to go on deliberating and speech
making, amid lethargic silence or up-
roarious tumult, for "three weeks—
appointing commissions, on-land, on
foreign affairs; Terestchenko was to
come and make a dull, non-committal
statement of international policy;
Kerensky was to come twice to ap-
peal with tears for national- unity,
and - once to curse the Bolsheviks,

- along with the reactionaries, as trait-

ors; there 'were to be illusory con-
flicts between the Right and the
Left, and a multitude of words added
to the immense torrent of hot Rus-
sian talk that flows, turbulent and
endless, on and on.. Ounly in the last
days of its existence did the denay
tured Council hurriedly pass a reso-
lution to solve the land question at
once and to adopt an energetic for-
eign policy to secure peace. It was
too late, then. But they would keep
.oxvlmdiscussing unfil>that cold grey
morning, three weeks after the de-
parture of the Bolsheviks, when they
were to be interrupted—all the doors

«©of the great imperial council room

suddenly filled with rough-looking
and sailors, bristling
with bayonets, and a sailor shouting,.
“No more Council. Run along home.”

1 had- seen the Bolsheviks leave

- the earlier Assembly. In the corri-

dor I stopped Volodarski. “Why are

“We

ary gang,” he replied. “They

‘have mcked the hall, and now they
have put over a E’ombtmmon with-
“the Kv‘nﬂovtu to wreck the revo-

power. All power to the Soviets,
where it belongs!”

It was this All-Russian Congress
of Soviets that now loomed over
Russia like a thundercloud. It was
.recognized to be the beginning of the
Bolshevik regime, and by the bour-
geoisie, the “centre” Mensheviks and
Secial Revolutionists, the Central
Army and Fleet Committees, = the
Peéasants Soviets and especially the
Central Executive Committee of the
All-Russian Soviets itself; no pains
were spared to try to prevent it.
Solemn resolutions, declarations in
the press, delegations from the front,
the fle\et, from factories, Peasants’
Union (reactionary), Union of Cos-
sacks, Knights of St. George, Death
Battalions. . . . In the Isvestia, offi-
cial organ of the Central Executive
Committee of the Soviets, a deter-
mined campaign against the Con-
gress was carried on. The “centre”
Mensheviks and Social Revolutiou-
ists led by the “Lieber-Dans” as they
are called, sent instructions far and
wide over the country for their par-
ty members to influence local Soviets
into refusing to send delegates: But
the Petrograd Soviet stubbornly in-
sisted. At the date set, October 20,
only 15 delegates out of a possible
900 odd had arrived; the Petrograd
Soviet- merely postponed the meét-
ing until October 25, and sent anoth-
er call. The next day more than 4

who had been delegated irregularly,
over the heads of hostile executive
committes. Confident of a majority
the Bolshevxk Petrograd Soviet
sent ‘word that it would grant in-
creased represéntation to small So-
viets, and seat all delegates. The
Central Executive Committee raliz-
_d that it was beaten, and sent fran-
tic calls over the country to the So-
.viets to elect Menshevik and Social
Revolutionist  delegates—a despair-
ing attempt to get a majority of the
" “right” and “cenfre.”

In the meantime there were more
sinister signs of resistence to the will
of tbe masses. Thvgovemmént _was

_hundred arrived—among them many-
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workers would not cause any mo .
trouble and in the second place, the
revolutionary Baltic fleet would be
disposed of. And then came the de-
claration of the new government;
suppression of mutiny at the front
and anarchy in the country by force,
and the transfer of the power of “ir-
(that is,
the Soviets) to the Dumas and Zem-
stvos.

The air was full of talk of the Bol-
shevik

plennie, or

responsible organizations”

“demonstration”—the vistu-

“coming out” of the work-
ers and soldiers. Bolshevik agit'alors
went the rounds of the Petrograd
barracks and factories, insisting that
the counter-revolutionary govern-
ment wanted to open the front to the
Germans, wreck the Constituent As-
sembly, destroy the revolutién. Le-
nine made his appearance=in print
in the columns of the Bolshevik pa-
per “Rabotchi

armed insurrection.

Poot” — preaching
On the extreme
right the reactionary papers “Nov-
“Jivoe Slovo,” called
for a bloody drowning of the, left
elements in blood, a pitiless military
dictatorship. Burtsev’s paper, “Ob-
shee Dielo,” advocated a strong, pat-
riotic government"éf Kornilov, Kale-
dine and Kerensky! Evidently some
of the¢ Bolshevik chiefs
opposed the idea of an uprising, pre-

aia_ Rus” and

themselves

ferring to wait for the Constituent
Assembly—but Lenine'& great voice
roared, continuously, “Either armed
insurrection or abandon the program
of ‘All power to the Soviets!
counter-révolutionists .are preparing
to destroy the All-Russian Congress
and the Revolution!” Volodarski told

that the will of the masses of all
Russia was that the power should
immediately be given to the Soviets.
“The Lieber Dan crowd’ are sabet-
aging this Congress,” he said.  “But
if they succeed in preventing enough
delegates to come here to make a
quorum, well, we are realists enough
not to depend on that!” Kamenev was
of the opinion that as soon as the
All-Russian Soviets ~had declared
themselves, the Provisional Govern-
ment-would-beforced to resign. .
Finally, the intention of the Bol-
sheviks in general was, I think, ex-
pressed’ best. by Trotzky, who made
a categorical public' statement that
the workers and soldiers would make
no vistuplennie unless provoked, or
unless some counter-revolutionary
attempt was made. He was perfect-
ly clear in his opinion that the mass-
es of Russia, as represented in the
- Congress of Soviets, would demand
by a huge majority Wat the power.
~ should pass to the Soviets; and of
course if the government resnstedl

At tlw menting of the Petrograd
Soviet in Smolny, the night of Octo-

| ber Ihh, ‘rrouky, lwmded ihe .zuc:« ¢

The °

me in the corridors of the Smolny”

_the face by insisting that no
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sary we will do so, and we are sure
we will be supported by the workers
and the Petrograd garrison. . .

.

They (the Government) afe prepar-

ing a counter-revolution; and we will

answer with an offensive which will -
be merciless and to the end!”
(To be_ continued.)

Next lssue—“An Interview with
Trotzky.”

“Get” Bainbridge Again.

Just as this paper was ready for
the Press, word was rtcawed that
Judge Latchford, who- suspandcd sen-
tence at the time of the first Bain-
bridge tonviction, nearly a year a.c,i
called him into court on May 27 and
sentenced comrade to three months
at the Jail Farm.

The excuse offered for this action
was the printing of the article for
which Bainbridge was acquited by .
the appeal court after the Second
Conviction. We will print full par-
ticulars of the case in the next issue
of the Forward,

JAMES H, MAURER  REFUSED
PASSPORT ;
By State Department in Washington

To Inter-Allied Labor Conference.

After seven weeks of delay, the
State Department has finally ruled =
that James H. Maurer, the democrat-
ically elected delegate of the First
National Conference of Labor, So-
cialist ‘and Radical Movements to
the Inter-Allied Labor Conference, 5o = °
to be denied a passport. The reason
assigned is most intetesting:

“Because of present conditions the
Department is issuing passports for
European countries only in cases of
necessary service. As it does not ap-
pear that Mr. Maurer’s mission falls
within that category, the Depart-
ment is obliged to decline to grant =
him a pasport.” :

It follows from the above that the
hand- picked delegation of labor:re~
presentatives, which arrived in Eng-
land. the other day, aud which: was
appointed largely through the mstru-
mentality of Samuel Gompers, has-
gone to Europe to render what th
State Department deems a “neces-
sary service.” Yet the very first'act
of these men and women upon their
arrival in London was to shp y
labor movements of Great Brit,
France, Belgium, Italy and .. {

international

eonferenec
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¢ great as the objection to a Socialist

% greater opportunity for action and in

(In The Call, England.)

It may be urged that the objections
to Socialists, as individuals, belong-
ing to the Labor Party, are not so

organization affiliating thereto.
Away from politics we escape the
dirt and turmoil thrown up by the
ignorant herd and, making ourselves
clean, we saunter along the olive
groves in company with our equals.
What then is the function of a So-
cialist organization?-  Clearly its
business should be the propagation
of the principles of Social Democra-
cy; to teach the workers. how the
wealth their labor produces is taken
from them; to inculcate a sense of
their duty to themselves and the
part they have to play in complet-
ing the emancipation of  mankind.
The Socialist 'organization mugt, car-
ry its propaganda to the workers;
the workers will not come to us in
order to receive it as a gift from our
hands. Nay, more than that, we
must carry our propaganda to that
section of the workers upon whom
it will be most effective., That Sec-
tion is the organized workers. No
doubt there are as good Socialists
outside the trade unions-as in them.
Indeed there are some insular So-
¢ialists, who cling so tenaciously to
‘the individualism they dare not or
cannot shed, that they religiously
refuse.to join any organization, and
thus dissipate their well-intentioned
but ineffective energy. Depreciate
the labor. movement to the full ex-
tent of outr natural impatience, decry
it because it is' unconscious that it
wages a class struggle, the labor
movement is, nevertheless, bound to
take power ultimately. We are not
at fault; it is no use complaining that
Socialist theory came at a later stage
in working class history, and there-
fore, that we could not build around
the Socialist bodies a movement like
that of Germany or France.

The Socialist Parties are an integ-
ral part of the working class move-
ment. They are the centre
which propaganda is disseminated;
their the trade
should be the agents of the Socialist
The stronger the Socialist

from

members in unions
Parties.
body the better can it permeate the
It can do

The activities of

.working class. movement.
more than that.
Socialists in the trade unions are dif-
fused and scatfered, and without a
central organization of Socialists we
must wait until their work Dbears
fruit, seen in a general change of
opinion, Organized, the strength of
all the Socialists. becomes a united
and definite section. As a body it
gives expressions to Socialist opin-
ion; it voices the demand for Social-
ist activity. By insistence and un-
deviating purpose it becomes the
left wing of -the workers’ moyement,
identified by its reiteration of the
need for revolutionary change. The
Socialist organization is mot sub-
merged in the feactionary mass; its
“different tones distinguish it from all
‘ the rest. Its difference is more not-
able besides the reactionary indif-
ferent mass than apart from them.
“The Socialist effort is not hamper-
€d. On the contrary, contact with
‘the labor organizations provides

- directions that are effective.

Vi rx1sm and the 'Labor Party

oy % I11.—By J. Fineberg.

-1t may be dlsappomtmg, but the

revolutionary instrument just so far
and as rapidly as flie-workers per-
mit. The -affiliation of the B.S.P.
daes not mean only that we send de-
legates to a conference once a year.
It means ‘that the B.S.P. takes part
in the national and local life of the
working class movement. The local
organizations are even more import-
ant ‘than the national. ' It is in the:
constituencies that the party machin-
ery works: In the local organiza-
tions we are in touch with the rank
and file, and there theB.S.P. when
participating in counsel, should® be
effective. Where the B.S.P. branch-
es are definitely related to the local
labor movement, they are.as a rule
most active, and rank as a force to
be reckoned with. In rare.instances
only does a Socialist branch com-
mand a pesition apart from, or in-
dependent of, the rest of the local
labor bodies.

From the point of -view of the na
and its general
welfare and advancement, the ques-
tion whether the B.S.P. is affiliated
to the labor party is of great im-
portance. The Labor Party rspeaks
for the organized workers. If the
organizations stand apart
That which is de-

tional organization,

Socialist
confusion arises.
clared to be labor’s aim is all that
can stand for.

Socialist par-

the labor movemefit
The of the
ties gives color and life to the move-
They give to the labor party
thinking

inclusion

ment.

elements if virility, clear
and set purpose which must have a
effect. We do 'ene

Comte out of the la-

¢umulative can
of two things.
bor party and leave the field to the
elements that control

taking part in

non-Socialist

it now; or remain in,
this political expression of the class
striving to 1mprcss it with

If we

conflict;
a Socialist character.
the uabor party we delimit the future

leave

of the B.S.P., and voluntarily con-
demn ourselves to hover round the
fringe of labor’s action, holding

street corner meetings and drifting
to stagnation. Marx did not envis-
age that kind of desultory life when
he called upon Socialism to fire the
masses of the working class with
their own .ardor and determination.

Let those who say that by affili-
ation with the labor party we dam
age the B.S.P. and hamper our efforts
show how it has so

for Socialism,

affected us. We know of no ham-

pering influence. Our opposition to

capitalism has been as consistant
and ' emphatic . though we are
affiliated to the labor party, as it

could ever have been were we apart
from that body.
damage the B.S.P. its reputation and
irifluence has gained immeasurably
by our affiliation. The small  self-
righteousness of isolation is no long-
er ours, but we are conscious of:no
responsibility for the misdeeds of
any of the labor- party Jeaders or
members. Those who would make us

Rather than having

responsible for ail that Mr. Hender-
son, or Mr. Purdy, or, Mr. Macdonald
In that
desire they prove their readiness to

has done, -wish us te be so.

act as stupidly as those who sought
‘to make us responsible for the manu-
fac_tured‘ix;famies of Alec Gordon.

For thirty years, ‘in this country,
Social Democracy vas a voice crying
in tht w*ldern&ss. For ~thirty years
Social Democracy res:sj,ed thé clear

b,bor Party a; the polmcal expres-

telchmg of Marxism in’ mntters of

slurked the responsibility. that our

ism imposed upon us. ‘l'hemv&ﬁmﬂds
that a Socialist organization failed
in its task unless it served as the
driving force within the fabor.moye- )
ment. With common sense and ready
to take our part in the hard, labori-
ous, grinding work of labor organi-
zation, not fearing to soil eur mantle
if only we mould the mind of the
workers’ movement into the form we"
would have it 4ake, we shall prowe
the B.S.P. to be a true Marxist party.

7,000 FARMERS’ DELEGATES ASK
EXEMPTIONS FOR SONS OF
THE SOIL.

Charge Government With Breach of
Faith.

The largest delegation that has
ever been organized in the Dominion
of Canada visited Ottawa on the 14th
of May in erder to express to the
Premier and the House of\Commons,
then in session, their displeasure
with the regulation drafting faru,
workers into combatant service—-and
to request that the regulation be
withdrawn. Many fiery speeches
were made denouncing the Goyern-
ment, which it would be inadvisable
for us to print.

Premier Borden Accused of Breaking
Pledge.

After citing instances in which the
farmers were to be immune from the
draft law in order to produce food
in greater quantities, reference was
made to the urgency of national pro-
duction, and placed the responsibil-
ity upon the government for the
dreadful results that would accrue if
Canada fell short of the require-
ments urged by Lord Rhondda, Brit-
ain’s Food Controller, who cabled as
follows:

“In these stern days it is inspiring
to learn that Canada is tackling the
food problem with redoubled energy.
The terrific pressure on our military
front makes it all the more impera-
tive that those behind the lines
should straing every nerve to defeat
the enemy’'s avowed object of de-
stroying the British Empire. Ger-
many hoped first to starve out the
Old Cduntry by the submarine cam-
paign, and then to smash her land
forces. She has failed to starve us
and she will fail to smash us, but®we
cannot achieve victory without food.
There never was a time when it was
more needed. The Canadian farm-
er’and the Canadian farm hand now
have the opportunity to make an ef-
fective reply to the enemy’s present
onslaughts by bending their undivid-
ed energie.s to the increased produc-
tion of those food supplies for which
we depend to such vital extent en

rour great dominion.
Charge Breaking of Pledge.

“This message was cabled to Can-
ada on April 10, 1918—and yet, Sir,
between two issues® of the weekly
agricultural presg/of Canada, and
with no opporfunity for public ex-
pression; you, Sir Robert, -and the
members of your Cabinet, have brok-
en the sacred covenants granted By
your. officers, under your instruc-
tions, and accepted in good faith by
every youpg farmer between 20 and
22 years of age.

We have put before you the testi-
mony of Lord Rhondda, and we

in the few days between the time of
the receipt  of hu _fhessage by the

mt which minimues dn the
for Can:

“acceptance of Intermational Seciale |

“The members of your Cabinet tell
us that an entire change in the sit-
uation.at the front has taken place.’

know of nothing that has transpired

egree the extreme ur‘ancy
’s food productive effort.
“At-this erisis we have a duty to

pqrfarm. As /practical farmers, we
understagnd the present critical sita-

ation on the farms of Canada as no
other: class can, and it is-our -phin(

~duty to place the true condition be-

fore your Government, and, having
done so, come what may, our ‘duty
is done, and we leave the responsi-
bility with you.

“Therefore, as farmers, and- loyal
Canadian citizens, we hereby ente,
our most solemn protest against the
great breach of faith by breaking
‘those sacred covenants and taking
from our farms the very labor which
will enable -us to produce and the
absnce of which, more. . particularly
on Ontario live stock farms, will par-
alyze productive effort, and we ex-
hort your Government to stay its
hand in these proceedings by in-
structing the military ‘authorities to
still grant continuous leave of ab-
sence to all bona fide young farm-
ers.

“In order to allay the existing irri-
tation and Testore the confidence in
your Government - of the farming
community, we most humbly request
a careful consideration and an early
reply.”.

The farmers were irritated by the
Government’s refusal to grant a pub-
lic hearing before the assembled re-
presentatives—especially as thy had
mad a precedent by prmilting Mr.
Samuel Gompers, president of the
American Federation of Labor, to
address the Hause.

WOMEN.INBRITISH

PARILAMENT

The declaration of the Keighley
returning officer that he had orders
from the sheriff to accept Miss Nina
Boyle’s nomination if it were proper-
ly signed, carries the peolitical eman-
cipation of women a tiny stage fur-
ther. But it must not yet be assum-
ed that women are to be allowed to
sit in Parliament without further
legislative effort.

(Continued from Page One)

be represented, the British Labor
Movement during the past half year
has come over to the position of the
Russian workers, and is now consci-
ously working toward a reunion of
all labor forces. More than that, it
has persuaded fhe workers of Bel-
gium, Italy and France to take a sim-
ilar position.

Thus a unified policy of the En-
tente laborites was clearly emerging.
The only thing lacking to prevent
complete allied labor unity was the
co-operation of American labor. Had
Mr. Maurer been granted a passport
he would undoubtedly have hclbed
powerfully to bring about this much
needed co-operation. The’ Gomper-
ian delegation, headed by James Wil-
son will, we fear, do the very oppo-
site. Apparently it did not even wait
to acquaint itself with the reasons
that have prompted allied labor to
favor an international conferenee. It
categoncally affirmed a’'dogmatic po-
sition strangely out of harmony with
the broad-minded liberalism of our
European fellow-workers. It there-
by measurably increased the obsta- .
cles to harmonious  team work be-
tween the laborites of America and
the allied world. g

We confess frankly that we fail ‘to
~understand why the State Depart-
ment considers the work of this de-

4m#m
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THE GERMAN MAJORITY AND
RUSSIA.

» The German ,\Socialist Majority
Press at first threatened their Gov-
ernment with all sorts of dire conse-
quences if they pursued annexation-
ist aims in the East. When it was
clear, however, that the policy of an-
nexation prevailed, the Press chang-
ed its tone, blamed the Bolsheviks
for for the breakdown of negotia-
tions, and finally acquiesced in the
action of the Government both in
the’ peace -concluded with the
Ukraine and with the onward march
of the German army into Russian
territory.  The “Frankfurter Volks-
timme” (Majority) forms an honor-
able exception in a'us connection, It
condemns the Ukraine peace tréaty
and 'the general policy of the Junk-
ers in the following terms:

, “If the Government is forcing its
own terms on the Russians, Lithu-
anians, etc.,, by means of militarism,
it could easily act in the same way
towards the people in Germany. Al-
though we aré not in complete sym-
pathy with the ﬁolsheviks. yet it is
plain that they(desired to put an end
to the horrors/ of war and capital-
ism, and that they were not the
cause of the breaking down: of the
negotiations at Brest-Litovsk. This
was due to the Germans who forced
a brutal peace.”

* % »

IN FRANCE.

Five votes were cast against the
war credits in the French Chamber
recently, Bras, a workers’ deputy for
Saone-et-Loire, declaring “I will vote
against the credits, because I do not
desire to grant money for the pur-
pose of pursuing Imperialist aims.”

On March 27th, “Le Populaire,” the
weekly organ of the Moderate So-
cialist French Minority, made its ap-
pearance as a daily evening paper.

In connectjon with the statement
of the Socialist Internationalis.
Group of the Nord a Bourges pub-
lished in “The Call” for March 2lst,
the following appears in the Jour-
nal du Peuple”:

“The case of Pas-de-Calais is still
more arbitrary than that of the
North, and thanks to what is called
the ‘Fraudulent  Revolution’ there
were certain congresses in which
there were more delegates than sec-
tions “in the Federation. Naturally,

all were of the majority except the |-

admirable section from Boulogne,
which always remains faithful te the
Socialist doctrines. A's in the North,
they  looked up chosen friends to
form new groups, and bad luck -to
those who'allowed themselves to dis-
cuss the majority dogmas, because
someone always arose to defend
them. Thesc dishonest proceedings
have disgusted the greater part even
 of those who were speciaily select-
ed and chosen, However, as the
. members of the Pas-de-Calais are
- mainly minority, itis not considered
necessary to form any new organiza-

o, § @ *

ment in the canton of Zurich hun-
dreds of men have been obliged to
leave their own work and help to
clear land. The Acting Committee of
the Olten Conference prepared a re-
port to the working classes, and a
conference is to be held of delegates
from Socialist branches and trade
unionis. Another cause of dissatis-
faction is that Munzenberg is to be
expelled the country on account of
his alleged part in the Zurich riots.
Many Socialist papers have
stopped because ‘- of their
for revolutionary action:
Holzmann, the Bolshevik represen-
tative who is in Switzerland, has
been very active. His activitiés_re-
sulted in the formation of a Soviet of
Russian deserters at Yverdon, quick-
ly dissolved by the Government. The
Government cannot get rid
of Holzmann, the French having re-
fused to allow him to return through
their territory.—The Call, England.

been
agitation

Swiss

* * *

NORWAY.

The annual meeting of the Norwe-
gian Socialist Party last week show
ed the strength of the Extreme Left
(Syndicalist) wing. The new Execu-

" tive is composed entirely of Syndi-

calists, and the Congress adopted a
resolution approving the principle of
a general revolutiontary strike, if
that were necessary to realize their
aims. Unfortunately, only brief re-
ports of the Congress have come to
hand.

* * *

THE SPREAD OF THE INTERNA-
TIONAL.

In a striking editorial on the con-
dition of things in Finland, where
the c“'ass war with its Red Guards
and White Guards has broken down
all racial divisions, Wednesday’s
Manchester Guardian pointed out
that the movement of ideas that was
there inicarnated was not confined to
Finland. It had overspread Russia
and most of Scandinavia.
own experience ‘we would say that
the idea of the International, of the
solidarity of the workers as opposed
to their rival Imperialist exploiters,
whose cruel plotting has plunged the
‘world in ruin, is making headway
over the whole earth. In the Politi-
ken George Brandes has written a
stern‘warning ‘to the Powers, who
are responsible, under ‘whatéver pre-
text, for prolonging the: war. He
says:

The human/race needs peace, -and
cannot wait for it until a few more
millions have been slaughtered. If
.the nations do not make peace now
that which I foretold in the summer
of 1916 will come to pass.
be an upheaval in the masses of all
countries, and the Social Revolution,
which has been restrained while hu-
manity still hid left one ounce of
sense, will break out with ‘a fury

From our

ready broken out in Russia and Fin-

he ‘war as “The Commune”
iolbwed in 1871, and hé vestnges of

« ‘n'u'«*.

There will

equal to the present war. It has Y-

'hnd tnd_An other countries. it will / /

i

X RUSSIA.

Organizing Production.
Ransome’s ‘message in the Daily
News of April shows that the Bol-
sheviks, in spite of all their other
difficulties, are developing the metal
mines,in Western Siberia. ‘New lines
of railway are being constructed
where necessary, and it is clear thau
the Bolsheviks intend to prove that
they can organize production -effi-
ciently. The whole of the Ural dis-
trict is arranged as a single national
enterprise..The workers are the paid
servants of the people, all arranges
ments being controlled by a' Soviet
in which the workers of the district
have a minority. The majority of the
votes belong to the representatives
of the organizer appointed by the
people as a whole through their cen=
tral organ. This principle of giving
the local workmen a minotity in the
obtains thromghout
the whole of the new organization of

representation
industry. Only in. this way can the
nation ensure that the interests of
the local workmen are not preferred
to.the detriment of the nation as a
whole. Each industry has its local
committees and its central commit-
tee, which controls the raw material,
finance and the disposal of the out-
put, thus effectually controlling even
private concerns not yet taken over
by the State.

The conditions in Petrograd are
not nearly so bad as generally sup-
posed. The Government is maintain-
ing some sort of order and the lack
of food is less serious than we have
been led to suppose. The Soviets
are all powerful, and it is very much
as if in this country we had a Gov-
ernment run by the rank and file of
the trade unionists, the small shop-
keepers ahd the agricultural labor-
ers, the heads of the trade unions
and all the wealthy classes being ex-
cluded from power.

One other item we must add. At a
Radek “stated
looking for-

meeting .in Moscow
that the Government,
ward to the re-opening of the Ger-
man frontier and a great flow of
Russian raw materials into Germany
would shortly decree a State monop-
oly of exports in order to safeguard
Russian trade. So the Socialist State
of Russia slowly entrenches its fron-
tiers.—Labor Leader, England.

INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY OR
AUTOCRACY?

(By Francis Brill.)
(Reprinted from The Hamilton Her
ald.)

Mr. Brill was Socialist candidate
for mayor in the last municipal elec-
tion in Buffalo’ in which contest he

polled ' 13,000_votes. '

longcr.

whether those inasters be monarchs
kaisers, czars or opresidents.
| /we exercise that right,” he declared.

~who saw nothing “but
7

He ‘held that the eveats of the last
year f had g,oved conclusively that
such conditions cannot prevaxl much
If the working clas$ of the
world wished to cast off the fetters
whichr the capitalists had fastened pn
" it, it must show’a chpacity to take
charge of its own rightful heritage—
the right to fashion its own destiny
along genuinely democratic lines, in-
stead of being led and driven to war
by. the caprice of economic masters,

nwe
have. the right to demand this, and

Personally, he - was not of those
terror and
blodd-eyed lawlessness in the pres-
“ent Russian situ;tion. ‘The uprising |
was the birth-pang oi,tbe moveme ut'l

their Kaiser as theé Russians
done with their Czar, ;
“I iterate that the Russian ntut-
tion is very complicated, if we be-

Russian revolutionists know what
they want, and they have pursued
the right course to achieve their own
ends. In the first few menths of this
war, the casualties in Kkilled alone
among the Russians amounted to
over two millions. Yet everything
was said to be all right in that land.
But now because a monarchy has
been overthrown, because a few cap-
italistic tyrants have been put out of
the way, everything, you read, 1
chaos, Do not be deceived; things
are not so bad in Russia as certain
interests try to.make out. Those
Russian Reds are causing as much
mental disturbance to Rockefeller as
to the German Kaiser ; They
all see in the Russian uprising symp-
toms which foretell an era they
know too well threatens—and will
subjugate—the economic mastery
sthey have so loeng wielded over the
working class of the world.”

Mr. Brill read excerpts from. re-
cent writings of the editor of the
I.ondon Economist,” Roget Babson
noted statistician of Wall Street, and
President. Wilson, each one of whom
had said, that an era of Socialism
was sure to be ushered in on the
The editor
of the London -Economist—conceded
to-be the most reliable living author-
ity on such matters—had predicted
that if the war lasted many months
longer that European civilization
would be wholly destroyed. This
same authority had said that indus-
trial England girded for war had
been a revelation to the world, and
proved only too clearly what labor
had long contended, that frictional
wastage of capital and labor could
be effaced by co-operation. “If,
therefore, we could get rid of war,”
wrote this authority, “and
could all co-operate as we have since
the start of the war, every man and
woman should not only have all the
necessities of life, but some of the

heels of the world war.

noted

luxuries, too, in return for a day’s
decént labor.™

The effect of Roger Babson's pro-
“Call it radical-
isth, Socialism, Bolshevikism, or what
you will’ there is no .gainsaying the
fact that a social rennaissance is on

honest,

phecy was similar:

the horizon,” he wrote. .

In a similar vein wrote Preésident
Wilson recently to a New Jersey pa-
per: “The birth of a better day—
a day which not the wisest political
seer can measure—is coming for the
masses of.men and women. War is
changing the mind of Europe as well
as of America.”

“I quote these noted men,
ued Mr. Brill,

»”

democracy that is"
name.’ g

A scathmg arraignment of ”dem
, | cracy”

long as there were mu:h nroq‘ ies

lieve all we hear and read; but those

contin-
“to convince you, as

my own opinion would not carry as

uch-weight as theirs. The capttal-
i8ts of the world are perturbed over
the Russian siguation, and I want to
impress upon you that, when the re-
“construction period comes, the mass-
.es must have the pewer, must have a
worthy of the =

in the United States wa;_;ﬂ%ﬂ-
en by the speaker, who said that as




: Kitchnor Loéal S.L.P. Slumn the™
" Social Democrats.
Comrades: 7

The letter. from your sccretary,

Comrade Bainbridge, dated Ma¥ch 6,
‘was read before what is now a Kitch-
~ener Section of the Socialist Labot
Party. The undersignéd were in-
‘structed to forward the following re-
ply: 4

The news of Comrade Bainbridge’s
release was received with pleasure
by Kitchener Socialists. Such’ inci-
dents as his arrest contribute to the
day when the ruling classes will be
shorn of their power to persecute
their opponents.

After an agitation conducted for
some months inside the 16cal, a large
majority of the active members” vot-
ed on March 3 to
tions with the S.D.P. and to join the
S.L.P; Those who have not yet join-
ed the S1.P. arc not friendly dispos-
ed towards your party, which conse-
quently has practically no following
here.

The S.D.P. is a reform party. Its
candidates compromise v othe.
parties, Its paper, The Canadian For-
ward,” has blurred class lines; its
Socialism is decidedly shady. At the

sever all connec-

with

present time the whole party is agi-

tated with the proposal to aid in
forming on some basis of union or
federation with other bodies, a Cana-
dian labor party. The Forward is
the vehicle which peddles this pro-
position to the members. The party
is not large, for thi8 reason the ideas
of men dike Curry, Rigg, Mance,
Simpson, Banéroft, Conner,
etc., play an important role—reform-
We are oppos-

Bruce,

istic, unfortunately.
ed to the views of these men, and to
a ‘party which ‘harbors them. You
will undestand that our

does not consider what they are per

()pposition

sonally, nor does it necessarily ques-
but it condemns

tion their motives,
their “Socialism.” At a
from radicals there comes praise for
the Bolsheviki,
member that the Bolsheviki in Rus-
sia had to makc\zivil war on reform-
ers such as they to attain their goal
The Labor party towards which the
S.D.P. is heading is the last line of
defence for Canadian capitalists.

To be sure, we condemn the D.E.
C., but we do not place all blame for
the reactionary tendencies, the dis-
organized condition of the party, the
compromises, the attitude of For-
ward, on their shoulders : They per-
“mit these conditions, the party en-
gages in the practices. The D.E.C.
stand practically with the reformers,

time when

these men should re-

and they merit their share of our |

general condemnation of the party.
‘However, even if the SD.P. were
ffee from undesirable practices as a
- political party, the  Socialists of
Kitchener now organized in the S.L.
'P. would oppose and not support the
"SD.P. Only ‘industrial unionism
" practically worked for now will form
the. foundation for future Socialist
idministration. We contend that a
political, party cannot operate indus-

y, that‘a ¥ictory won by purely po-

al action could not grganize itself

Ily, but would lead to con-

eaction and counter-revolu-

.. We are awarg that these ideas

i t w:th favor from mflu-

. Engels,”

class:

trade umonism. A-s ‘in polmeﬂ m
ters, so in the matter of industrial
organizatjon; the S.D.P. is found in
our eyes to give its tacit support to
reattionary movements

Too weak, too cowardly to stand
in its own strength as a Socialist
party .proudly defending the princi-
ples of revolutionary Socialism, the
S.D.P. has been lost to the Socialist
Movement. It is only natural, per-
haps, that S.D.P. members should
look for a laber party. As for ‘us,

‘we will not support you.

We believe that the workers
should organize politlcally and in-
dustrially to overthrow the capital-
ist order and to operate the indus-
tries-on a Socialist basis. You may
also believe this—theoretically, but
practically, S.D.P." action loses itself
in the swamp of capitalism, We want
a Socialist victory. The S.D.P, can
never lead the workers to success.
Therefore we have left the S.D.P.

Signed by order of Kitchener Sec-
tion, S.L.P.,

A. W. Bowles,
& Secretary,
Meryvyn Smith, —r
Organizer.

JIMMIE HIGGINS REPLIES TO
KITCHENER S.L.P.

R. R. No. 23,
Dubbyville P.O.,
April 20, 1918.
Mr. Mervyn Smith,

Organizer,

Kitchener Section S.L.P.

Our Local has received your cir-
cular letter announcing the sever-
ance of Kitchener Local from the S.
D.P.,, and its formation into a sec-
tion of the S.L.P., and in which you
give to the world your views on So-
cialist tactics, Socialist parties, and
Qur local has not replied
officially,
in these days of

Socialists.
to this
thinking perhaps

pronunciamento

conservation and high cost of living
that it did not merit the expenditure
of the paper and a three cent postage
stamp necessary for a reply. But as
the document makes its reappear-
ance in the columns of the Weekly
People, judge that you consider it of
some importance, historic perhaps, a
Manifesto. 1
therefore take it upon myself per-

modern Communist
sonally to make a reply, which 1 ad-
dréss to you, believing you to be
the actual author and also the pre-
siding genius of Kitchener Section of
the.S.L.P.

The question of tactics in the So-
cialist movement is as old
movement itself, and the piffle con-
tained in your letter clearly shows
be a mere novice in the
The course about to be
taken by the S.D.P. for allying itself

with

you ‘to
movement.
labor organizations has been
endorsed by men whose know?edge
of Socialist philosophy and econom-
ics, integrity of purpose and~moral
courage- cannot be questioned. As
an instance, I will quote “Fredérick
I think you will allow, was
some authority on- Scientific Social-
ism. He says: “It is far more im-
portant: that the movement should
spread, proceed harmoniously, take

root and embrace as much as possi- .

ble the whole working class, than it
should ‘start-and proceed on_theo-
retically correct lines from the be-
ginning. The one great thing is to
get the working class to move as a
That once obtained they will
soon find the right direction.” Again

. he says “Had we from 1864 to 1873
_insisted on working only with those

who dpenly adopted our _platiorm,

[ Engels.

as the"

at every one of its

giving up or hiding our own dutinct' .
position, or even organization.” Thus,

says Engels, though, of course, you

might object on the grounds that he |

never had an opportunity of ‘consult-
ing with Kitchener Section of the S.
L.P. William Liebknécht, he of the

. “No Compromise, No Political Trad-

has written in-asimilar strain to
Then Marx says of the In-
ternational: “It was founded to es-
tablish a real organization “of the
working class in place of Socialist
and half-Socialist sects.” Instead of

ing,”

treating the question of policy in the

way a well informed Socialist would

.do we find you dogmatizing about

the S.D.P. being “a reform party,”
its Socialism shady, it is lost to the
Socialist movement, ‘etc. This kind
of dogmatism simply recalls to mind
Douglas Jerrold’s definitition of dog-
matism -as being “puppyism come to
maturity.” The British Labor Par-
ty, as you are aware, has been taken
as the model upon which to pattern
the new Ontario Labor Party. Now
the British Labor Party is not what
a revolutionary Socialist would like
to have it, yet it included in its mem-
bership some of the clearest sighted
and best grounded Socialists in the
British movement.. These. comrades,
unlike so many who proclaim .them-
selves to be scientific, believe that
the law of evolution operates in a
labor party as-in any other living or-
ganism, and the progress of the Brit-
ish Labor Party from the days when
“no.politics in the union” was a com-
mon cry to the present time when it
has adopted as clear.and distinet a
Socialist plank for its constitutien
as is possessed by the S.L.P. is am-
ple justification for their presence
within its ranks. ‘The chief cause
(outside of social and economic de-
velopments) of this progress was
the propaganda carried on by the
Socialist body, the LL.P., who allied
as the S.D.P. of C. now
with non-Socialist labor bod-
ies in order to convert them and sol-
idify them into a real Socialist work-
ing class organization having the
“two arms”—the political’and indus-
trial—necessary to overthrow capi-
talism and establish the republic of
Yet the S.L.P. pretends to
scoff at the policy “boring from with-
in.” Why, a local of the S.D.P. has
been knewn to transform itself into
a section of the S.L.P. by adopting
this very policy. You, in your nar-
rowness and ignorance say that the
S.D.P. is “too weak, and cowardly tu
stand in its own strength as a So-
cialist party.” This kind of driyel
only invites the observation that
some people would appear to be out
to make of themselves heroes (minus
any risks), though in such case I beg
to remind them that the singing of
the National-Anthem -at -the behest
of a few soldiers makes a rather ig-
noble and unpromisir\:g beginning for
the career of a would-be Trotzky; it
might even be presumed to invali-
date their propriety to impute cow-
arice to others. The matter of pol-

themselves,
does;

labor.

icy is not one (at the present time -

at least) of courage or cowardice,
but one of common sense.
unlike’ De Leon, was no lop-sided
scientist, He gave some heed to the
psychological

betw;en the progress made by the
British Labor Party and the stagna-

tion of the S.LP. demonstrates that
the former tmoved in accord with the

law of natural evohmon while thc;

'acedemte it) the nr

Engels, -

and educational as-
pects of the subject, and the contrast

chaoaﬁc.tf- ;
ganizations within ‘the pzrty wxll, by-
their pumencal s.tréﬁgili be able to
back up. any deexﬂon made at the .
ballot box. -Even if a revolutmnary
crisis should be precipitated the So-
cialist polu:y of the FL.P: will still
be vindicated as by their social (fra—
ternal) and "co-operating attitude
they have won the ear of the trade
unions and in consequence their re-
spect and confidence. At this point
I would reply to your reference to
the Bolsheviki having to make civil
war on reformers. ‘I have be}en in-
formed by a reliablé Russian com-
rade that when the testing time came
many of the former shouters for
blood and iron methods “ratted” to
the bourgeoisie side and the Social
Democrats “flocked in hundreds to
the Bolsheviki-side. We have wit-
nessed a somewhat similar phenome-
non in other countries, when such
as Herve, Hyndman, Tillet and Gray-
son have deserted Internationalism
and the “reformist” LL.P. in Britain
have been its bulwark, Ramsay Mac-
donald and Philip Snowden standing
the most abuse evs
heaped upon men by a reptile capi-
talist press.

The -sort of industrial union that
you advocate, one that will “lock out
the capitalist” and form the basis
for the new_social structure,” muft
of necessity be:.composed wholly or

vitliainous

“mainly of class-conscious Socialists.

But the S.L.P. method reminds one
of the tip given of catching a rat
by applying salt to its tdil—you have
first got to catch your rat, and so
you have first got to make your: So=
cialists. -Now craft unions are de-
mocratically controlled organization,
and while primarily they were form-
ed for to resist the en-
croachments of Capitalism, they can’
be changed and are changing into

defence,

offensive organizations with politi-
We can find innum-
erable instances of organizations be-

cal objectives.

ing diverted from their original pur-
pose. One of the chief af\guments
against the capitalist project of a
league of nations to. maintain peaér_
is that armies of defence would be-
come armies of offence. So instead

of trying to set up a new theoreti-

cally correct union in opposition to

the present old and well-established

unions, and thereby raising a wall of

prejudice and insurmountable an-

tagonism the wiser and shorter

course to pursue-is to settle down to

a determined education of the rank

and file. This is the only sure way

to depose -the “fakirs” and “mislead-

ers” of labor so strenuously denounc-
ed by the S.L.P. The workers within

labor parties and trade unions are

parf of the material whuch must be
converted to make up the army of
the Social Revolution, ~ The S.IL.P.
policy can only be compared to the
practice  of the monks in keeping
themselves aloof from the world in

order to preserve their purity, or, as
has been said, trying to establish S

cialisshy by founding a Socialist col-
ony that will expand until it env’;l»'
ops. the whole of society. =~

Now ‘in'this letter T have not tried
to accuse-the S.L.P. of cowardice be
cause they have deserted old organ-
izations, and instead of standing to
their guns and ousting the hldn
(both real and suspected) ‘they have

 left them.-in possessnog. I.simply be-
lieve their pelicy is 2 mistaken one,
4 havc read exéomwm and defences
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Al correspondence should be addressed to

THE CANADIAN FORWARD,
397 Spadina Avenue, Toronto, Canada.

THE RIGHT TO STRIKE.

- The representatives of Big-Biz in
the City Council of Winnipeg, have
¢ raised a veritable hornets’ nest by
attempting te suborn their employes
into a position of abject slavery. Ac-
cording to these autocrats it is per-

E fectly logical to refuse permission to

the owners

of .commodity “Labor

power” to withhold the sale of their
labor (prices not being satisfactory),
while they consider it quite permiiss-
ible, and in harmony with the tenets

-be permitted to - use the

of their system, for the owners of
other commodities to sell when they
choose at prices and conditions suit-
able only to themselves. The wisdom
of these Capitalist logicians is really
past understanding—except by those
of “Superior Brains.”
who are on strike are doing exactly
the same thing as every
man doess when he cannot get his
terms—her refuses to sell
the position:
ployes with a modicum of brains,
stomachs that ache if not properly
fed, and backs which must be cover-
ed according to the law—come to the
conclusion that the wages paid by
their employers are too small to do
the job in such a manner as to main-
tain their respectability on the one
hand, and to preserve their physi-
cal fitness on the other;
they ‘fefuse to sell their labor power
at prices and conditions that fail to
gratify such gross menial desires.

The workers
business

Here is
A number of civic em-

therefore

The question of patriotism does

not enter into the argument at all—
except from the point of view that it
is sometimes used as a ca\ihouflagc
to enhance thé rapacity of the cheap
labor' crew who will use any argu-
ment in order to defeat the workers
in securing those elementary condi-
tions. which- are essential
healthful
Apart from this it is purely an econ-

to their

continuity of' existence.

omic problem. Theése employees of

the Winnipeg City Council were not._

receiving wages that are commensur-

ate with the high cost of dying—to

say nothing of a clean, healthy life.
Moral . Justification of Strike.

No body of public representatives
—or private, for that matter—should
political
power that is placed in their ‘hands
in order to.depress wages, and be it

Tecognized-that every rise in the cost

of living is at the same time a fall
in the rate of -wagés. No one will at-

tempt to deny the fact that wages

have - fallen considerably (from this

. point of view) dpring recent months,

Fea

anl the failure on the part of the ad-

 ministration to equalxze wages' with

the increased cost of the necessmes
of life, must be considered as the sec-

ondary cause of the striking attitude
,'éf the ﬂorkets. The primary. cause

loitation which takes
pitallim. Undar thesc

themm. The argument put forward by
the capitalist minded politicians that
this is an attempt on the part of the
unions to reduce the city council as
an adjunct to theéir organization is
completely annihilated when they
suggest that the military should, be
called in to arrest the strikers as
loafers, and nroves conclusively that
they are closely associated to the
wmuch maligned philosophy
‘Might is right,” and
tempting to repudiate this dictum,
we sincerely hope that the workers
will develop sufficient of it to place

entitled
without at-

the anti-working class and the anti- |

social “Junkers” in the discard for

all time.

“THE WORLD MOVES.”
(By Paul Harris Drake.)
When, safe at last, Democracy
Its destined place shall take—
Implanted deep within the hearts
of Men;
When freedom ends autocracy
And men the sword forsake—
"Twill never be the same old world
again! '

When Germany and Austria,

The Jugo-Slav and Turk

Forget their dreams of domination,
then— ;

The things we thought were fixed

Will appear a trifle mixed, and:

"Twill never be the same old world
again!

The Kaiser and Von Hindenburg,

Von Tirpitz and their ilk—

Together with some monarchs—nine
or ten—

Will take a long vacation

On a bread and water ration; Oh—

"Twill never be the same old world
again!

All the “Easy money” crowd,

Who bwn toil were never bowed,

Soon will cease to madly woo the
sordid yen;

Aye, the time .is fast approaching

"Twill never be the same old world
again!

Slowly «rounding ‘through the years

Fair Democracy appears;—

Every race and every clime will hail
Her, when, '

After all the age-long: battle,

Men will Cease from being cattle;
And—

"Twill never be the same old world
again!

THE FARMERS AND THE FOOD
SUPPLY.

Much has been said and written
about the necessity of ‘producing
~ foodstuffs in Canada in order to feed
‘the Allies. It thay be well to note in
view of the farmers’ sons about to be
called fo the colors that unless ths
cssentlal labor . is prov:ded we are
going to face the most serious time
‘of our lives, Bearing in mind, that
ﬁ.nﬂ the he!!ig«eat countnu mll be

How they intend to meet this neew
in order to prevent world-wide fam-
ine is not discloted. We have a vague
notion that industrial conscription
will .be resorted to—possibly by the
use of interneéd alien labor, and the
crushing out of business all who are
engaged in non-essential industries.
We are of the opinion, however, that
the unskilled labor that, under these
circumstances would - be secured,
might not meet with the approval of
the farming population, and is likely
to cause more discontent amongst
the forces of labor than has hitherto
prevailed in this country. We have
often predicted that the small shop-
keeper and retail business men had

_to be removed before the Socialist

movement could make much pro-
gress, and if the Government see the
necessity of accomplishing this pur-
pose, we as Socialists have very little
kick coming, it will only serve a¢ a
means by which labor can be consol-
idated. The large number of shop-
keepers who are capitalists from the
eyebrows§ up, and workers from there
down, will make a wholesome addi-
tion to the volume of Social protest.
If the Government goes much fur-
ther in applying the “Rule of Iron”
they will find themselves without a
supporter in the country—which
would be a very desirable consum-
mation in the struggle for democ-
racy.

The Trades and Labor Congress
of Canada has stated ‘that the pro-
duction of food is one of the prime
essentials, capable of being produced
in this country for the prosecution
of the war. Any interference in this
regard being considered as opposed
to the best interest of the country.

Prime Minister’s Office,
#y - Ottawa, Ont., April 27th, 1918,
Dear Sir— ;

On behalf of the Prime Minister
who is absent from the city .for a
few days on important public busi-
ness, I have the honor to acknow-

24th instant protesting against the
recent Censor regulations. In reply
I beg to state that no Government
and no public man has any right to
complain of or prevent criticism of

public administration or public acts.

Govmm}nt has to. contend with. :
s to prevent seditio or ftlae state-.

ledge receipt of your letter of the

ments calculated to mﬂgme
opinion and hamper the éffort of ¢
country in carrying on the war. The,
people are entitled to know the truth
respecting the actions of those en-
trusted with the administration. of
public affairs, and it is not intended
that there should be any interfer-
ence with proper and legitimate crit-
icism of those affairs. It is, however,
intended to as far as possible pre-
vent the inflaming of public opinion
by false statements or seditious tit-
terances.

‘Yours very truly,
Geo. Wr¥Yates,.
Prime -Minister’s Secretary.
LOCAL NO. 71 HOLD SUCCESS-.
FUL SOCIAL.,
Dovercourt, No. 71, held a
very enjoyable soeial evening at
Summerfeldt Hall, May 17th. An ex-
cellent musical pregramme was gone
through and Comrade Simpson madé
a good chairman, giving a few hu-
morous remarks on his past experi-
ence of musical itinerary,
The meeting provided a very good
opportunity for the comrades to geu

Local

acquainted, as was shown by the ani-
mated conversation which kept the
comrades together after
lar programme was filled.

The women comrades supplied the
refreshments. 3

the regu-

J.Cunningham,
Secretary,

INSANE.

King (L)) drew attention to
case of Madame. Popowitch, a
Serbian lady, who went to Malta in
1915 to aid réfugees. He stated that
she was to have been well-treated
when slfe came to England, but that
instead she was sent to Holloway
Prison, and subsequently interned at o=
Aylesbury, where through insuffict~
ent medical attendance and “inex~ .
plicable persecution,” she has be=
come insane, Mr. Brace declared her
to be a “very dangerous enemy alien”
and denied ill-treatment.

Mr.
the

A SENSE OF HONOR.
Some people’s sense of honor con-
sists chiefly of seeing that the other
fellow is kept straight.

Al

THE BOOK SHELF.

Literature is a stimulant to the mind, just as food is a stimulant to

the body. It is therefore necessary to have the best literature in erder
to get the best results.
Ancient, Lowly—Ward (per vol) .........cccitumivisson $2.10
Woman and Labor—Schreiner .........cv.ovifevinsinns 1.75
Call of the Carpenter—=White .. N.e.viiiieiviveisnsiss 1.25
History of Canadian Wealth-—Myers ........ P 1.25
Landmarks of Scientific Socialism—Engels ol & 1.10
Socialism Summed Up—Hillquit ........c.covuiiieiiiiian 1.00
Militarism—Carl Liebknecht .............c.... § il O L 1.10 3
Socialisth for Stitdents—Cohen . ... 0 i i oW
Evolution, Social and Organic—Lewi «......v..n .
Socialism,sPositive and Negative—La-Monte ........ e r
Common Sense of Socialism—Spargo ©............ MR R
Labor in Politics—Hunter ......... R B X SR g s
Merrie England—Blachford .......... SRR b FREACHIE G .
Victims of the System—Johns ..... T i ke R il
Communist: Manifesto—Marx .. .....ooviiiisn.sivmesos 10
Socialism Made Easy—Conolly ........i.covi iiiviivian 10
| Uhnionism and Socialism—Debs ........ B BRI S B
' How the Farmer Can Get His .......... Py v ana e sy SHL T

Hillquit—Ryan Debate .....
Socialism for the Farmer ....
The Farmer—Wright ......
The Universal Kinshxp
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News' From Nowhere ......
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ON FIEE SPEECH.

True democracy is open,
n trast in ‘the people, bogus de-
'y, or autecracy, fears the peo-

ﬁk. suppresses the facts and sup-
ﬂweues the people as far as it may.
Autocracy is mistrustful ;. autocracy
imposes restrictions and repression.

 Chloroform”is a splendid anesthetic, |
but it is a mighty poor medicine, and
anesthetic it must be_

‘even as an
carefully administered. 1 therefore
_ deprecate anything like the imposi-
tion of chloroform methods in con-
~ nection with public affairs, whether
~those of the country generally or
tlio‘sg pertaining more particularly te
the war.

We hear over and over again in
the press the cry of the autocrat, or
the imbecile—for the two are very
often the same—that in war democ
racy fails; that democracy
meet the situation caused by war. 1
have been a careful reader of histo.y
and a student of matters connected
with “the war, and I have yet to see
the situation presented during this
conflict, whether in Britain, Canada
or France, that could not be success-
fulliy met by the application of the
old methods of responsible govern-
ment to which we have so long been
;accustomed. No situation can‘arise
that calls for autocratic
whiéh are not in harmony with the
principle of responsible government.
We have had a recent illustratipn in
Canada.
certain gentleman in a certain place

“wanted to give utterance to certain
ideas. Every restriction that gentle
' autocracy could devise was placed
upon him, without success.
k'speech and free action have 'settled
and calmed the great Dominion of

cannot

methods

On a certain occasiom™ a

Free

Canada to a greater degree thdn any |

one could believe 6ossible, and they
have most successfully alleviated the
situation. Repression is always the
policy and the practice of weak and
incompetent men. The freedom of
the press must be maintained; the
press must be given the opportunity
- of selling itself, or not/as it clicoses.
The press must be left free. As the
poet says:

“If the ways to hell are free,

We left them free to Heaven.”

1 think, therefore, that the press
should be left.absolutely free and
untrammelled, each newspaper being
allowed to conduct itself in its own
way, as far as possible ‘consistent
with the rights of the people in this

‘'great war. Recently it has been my
privilege ‘again and ‘again to see
some -censoréd articles that

_ been prevented from going ‘before

“the people. Really, would

' scarcely believe it possible that men
‘of such narrow vision could be found
as to repress and cut out section af-
ter section of articles that have been
published again ard again in Eng-

nd. If you talk with any one com-
from England, you will find that
hings are known there concerning
forces and concerning everything

t is going on which are religiously

ressegl in thig great Dominion. I
know who thé censors are; I
.lthat they are men of great

_of judgment, soundness of
on, and so on. I do not ktiow
they are ihsfired by some
_néw councils, and commnt-
mhemg formea

have

one

frank, ﬂ

_ing ‘on?

but Ido

- that they #seek for one instant to

muffle’ public sentiment ‘or prevent
the peeple from knowing what is go-
The Government is com-
posed of mégniﬂcént honorable gen-
tlemen; I.have not,a word to say
against them, but T do think two o1
three good Cabinets could be formed

- out of the material gathered around

this- Government. There is scarcely

a township or county council in Can-
ada could not furnish material just
as-good—I say this with all due re-

spect—as that which
those who are carrying -on the affairs
of this country. There is methad in
my madness; what T want to impress
on the House is that we should trust
the people. If some of the people I
l.ave mentioned could not make a
better showing than some members
of ther Government, God pity them.
Let us, therefore, be careful that in
..eking to establish democracy in
Cermany, we do not estahlish autoc-

racy in Canada.

This is a new House, composed of
new men, independent thinkers, men
1 ¢t yet circumscribed by so-called
party discipline.
educational as
matters,

True discipline is
well "as in
as 1 have
maintained, freedom of thought and

military
means, always

action, instruction, development,
polish, capability, strength of char-
acter, These are the

characteristics of discipline, accord-

and resolution.

ing to the proper interpretation of
the term. The so-called discipline is
merely repression. The members of
this House are not yet influenced as
the party whips mildly c¢rack the lash
but they are strong, capable men,
resolute of purpose to help-this Gov-
ernment, and if necessary, to compel
this Government to live up to its pre-
election promises in regard o win-
ning the war, and to go as far in that
regard as theé Government chooses to
go. We-are behind the Government’s
back until the finish. The people at

large impel hon. while

they in turn,

members,
in firm, kindly ways,
will inspire the Government to ac-
tion. The actuates this
House is to help to win the war;
to ¥elp to smash the enemy, to héIr’Y
to maintain pure and unsullied the
freedom our and
which they have handed down to us;
to help to overthrow and root out
every vestige of tyranny to be found
in Germany, aye, or in Canada—and,

aim which

ancestors won

*let it be done quickly. Action is the
" word.

I know I voice the sentiments
of my colleagues when I urge the
Government to full; energetic, effec-
tive and whole-hearted action, ang
I have said, we are behind them as
far as they choose to go along those
liness The true people of\ Canada/
worthy of the fullest trust and con-
fidence, stand behind ‘us and them,

Let chloroform methods, therefore,

disai)pear from the public life of this.

country, and. let true democratic
principles prevail.‘—-Hansgjd, May 6,
1918.

/ WANT SOCIALIST ARRESTED.
The Hamilton Board of Trade has
addressed a letter to Premier Bor-
den requesting the an-est of Lorne
Cunningham, of Guelph for supposed

seditious utterances, = Our, Comrade
delivered a lecture in Hamilton Ont.,

~.at which the ob;ectaonable utterances
were . supposad to huc been mad

is found ifv

‘of the All |

viets:: 4

Comparing the !
wit
pointed out that the former had pro-
fited By the experience of the latter
and had constitdted itself exclusively
on the authority of the workers and
poorer peasantry, to the exclusion of
capitalists and Imperialists. The way
the peasantry had grasped the mean-
ing of the regime was remarkable.
They had now -become the most
faithful friends and allies of the
working class, because they realized
that the Sqcialisation of the Jand
could ?nly be brought about in con-
junction with the nationalization ‘of
the banks and the establishment of \
working class control over produc-
tion. During the protracted period
of fransition that must necessarily
elapse between Capitalism and So-
cialism, the proletariat must exer-
cise ‘a dictatorship. Socialism could
not, however, be forced on the peas-
antry, and it» was necessary to do
what they were, doing, namely, edu-
cating the peasants in Socialist the-
ories and practice. [He pointed with
satisfaction to the alliance between
the Bolsheviks and the Left Revolu-
tionary Socialists, becoming more in-
timate every day. Referring to the
reproaches of the Right Sectionof
the Congress against the establish-
ment of a dictatorship and the use
of force, he éxclaimed that it was a
mistake for anyone to imagine that
Socialism would ever be brought
them on a platter. Never in history
have the questions at issue in the
struggles between classes, been soly-
ed in any other way than by violent
niethods. When it was a question of
suppressing the .exploiters in the
interests of thé' exploited classes; he
frankly confessed he was all for
violence.

Of course they still had a long road
full of difficulties paved with sacrl-
and blunders “for what they
were now doing was an entirely new
thing. The they were
passing through—a transition the
greatest in human history—could not
be effected without mistakes and vio-
lence. In the meantime they .had
not been wholly unsuccessful in their
reforms and experience
would be their teacher in improving
methods. Anyone could de-
nounce civil war—but wére they then

fices

transition

internal

their

‘to allow the Korniloffs -and Ukrain-

ian reactionaries to obstruct their
course for the benefits of the proper-
tied classes? Should the latter be
successful the sort of terror and
force employeéd by them would be of

.a_totally different order from that of }

the Soviet Government. The reason
for the comparative mildness of the
latter was the strong foundation up-
on which it rested. “As for the boy-
cott of officials and others, it could -
surely have been foreseen that “all
thatfband of capxtahsts and swind-
lers and hoohgans and saboteurs”
would obstruct the transition from
Capitalism to §mal;sm He hoped,

,though he could not affirm, that more

violent methods would be tmneces-\
sary vfor their attainment of final
victory over the exploiting clagses..

. » . The new regime would create
‘a new Socialist thrArmy. ‘ble to
'secure the trxumph of Socialism' both .ﬁ.Sectmn of, thc S.L.P 30,

~abroad—the Russian

31Red‘( Repnblic woﬁld theg bc-v

the Paris Commune of 1871, he - i e
other coanmes whlch wqulﬂ
- by the Russian expenence. ‘The Rup-
~sian Socialist Republic of Soviets

fearn

would be a standing torch for Inter-
national Socialism, and what the
Russians had begun would be com-
pleted by the German, French and
British peoples. £ 3
AUSTRIAN SOCIALISTS. :
The Vienmna Socialist paper, the
Arbeiter Zeitung, says: “If Parlia=
ment does not desire simply to ab-
dicate and to rénounce all influence
over the most importaht decisions” it
must declare that “it will nat vote
one cent so long as Baron Burian is
entrusted with the directipp of for-
eign policy.” When shall ‘we see a
similar spirit here?
KING CONSTANTINE’S LETTERS.
The letters of the King of Greece
to the French Deputy, M. Benazet,
present the picture of a feeble vic-
tim struggling in the grip of a
stronger power. But though weak in
face of the Allies, Constantine re-
vealed himself as a tyrant at home.

OVERCROWDING.

The Garden Cities and Town Plan-
ning Association reports that 167911
persons in Stepney, Poplar and West
Ham are living under overcrowded
conditions!

THE SPREAD OF REVOLUTION,

The German Government has com-
plained to the’ Russian Socialist Gov-
ernment that Austrians and Germans
who are prisoners of war in Russia
have formed revolutionary commit-
tees to establish equality between of-
ficers and men. The German Gov-
ernment deimands that this sort of
thing be put a stop to and ‘awaits an
immediate reply” as to whether its
orders have been obeyed. ' Will re-
fusal to obey mean another German
attack on Russia?

LANSDOWNE AND THE VOLUN.
TEERS.

In the House of Lords on. April
1th, Lord Besborough moved ,and
Lord Lansdowne seconded that tri-
bunals should make exemption con-
ditional = on joining the volunteer
force. The Government accepted the
amendment. '‘Did someone say that *
Lansdowne is .a pacifist?

—Workers Dreadnought.

A POINTED QUESTION.
How do you like the “freedom” of
this country, anyway?

‘(Continued from Page 4).

_circular was as to where the writer’s

“wits were when he was composmg it.
I do not even feel aggrieved. though

assed among the “cowards” for, as o
: the poet says: "k

“A moral, semsible, well bred man,
Will not affront me,
And no other can.”

I have written this letter with tbe
faint hope that it may act, if only in
ai sml! way, as an ammmc to the
excessw; presmptmn that at pres-
ent afflicts certain of the Kntchm:
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. ies has entered the Baltic provinces.
.. Under protection of German machine

- guns the barons and landlords again
“took possession eof the land (of
which they had been disowned by

- their feudal laws. The Prussian Ger-
_man armies are nearing Petrograd

- revolutionary impulse of the nations.

“as the former bloody Czarier of

In Europe reaction” is triumphing
nd with the'aid of the German arn.

the Bolshevikis) and again imposed

ready and willing to crush the first
Socialist administration of the world.
like they did in 1792, 1848, and 1871,
and to-day are ready to crush the

In the Balkans the people are suf-
fering under the burden of a four
years’ war, and a similar period of’
German invasion. Belgium is suffer-
ing the same fate, only under worse
conditions. Germany is the central
opint of all European reaction, ana
plays to-day the same role in Europe

Russia. The successful triumph iof
their militarism has intoxicated their
imperialists with notions of victory,
who feel strong enough to crush any~
movement in favor of peace or free-
dom: by long ‘terms in penitentiary.
Comrade Dittmian was recently sen-
tenced to five years in a fortress. In
Germany, Comrade Liebknecht and
many hundred young Socialists are
in the penitentiary. Comrade An-
dres Saboril Colomer, president of
the Young Socialist organization in o
Spain, is sentenced to eighteen years
of hard labor. Thé founder of this
organizatioh, Comrade Thomas Wed-
be, is under sentence of death. The
secretary of the Young Socialist Par-
ty in Italy, Comrade Amedo Can-
tensei, is also sentenced to death, an-
other is expelled from the country,
and the third is in penitentiary. The
secretary of the-Young Socialists in
Greece is in jail.

In the Ukraine, thé German-Aus-
trian trdops are aiding the bourgeoi-
sie in their desire to re-establish
their regime and to crush the work-
men’'s Soviets. :

Although the governments of
France, Great Britain, Italy, Ameri-
ca, etc, are sending their people to
fight for Democracy against the Cen-
tral Powers, they are still reaction-
ary in their persecution of workers
for peace and Socialism. In France,
the classic of revolutions, Clemen-
ceau, rules against our comrades
with penitentiary and dungeons. The
former, secretary of  the French

Young Socialist “organization;—€om~ |

rade F..Srago Spents, in recognition
of his services to his class, is also’in
it & -

’fhe Igader of the Swedish Young -
Socialist movement, Comrade Hog-
lund, was sentenced to one year in’
penitentiary. The secretary of the
"slntemattoml Young Socuhst Bu-
reau, Comrade W. }Inmnbhrg, is

| men. The Young Socialist movement

5

% democracy. t

has beeri persecuted and victimized
by the despotic ruling class to an ap-
palling extent.

The: Italian Government is not.
backward in their campaign of ruth-
lessness against the International
Socialists. The first victim in their
persecution is Comrade Lazzarri,
secretary of the Socialist Party, who
was sentenced to two years and
eleven .months in the penitentiary,
and his Comrade Bombacci, to two
years and four months. Similar
treatment is being meted out to So-
cialists in Britain, the United States
and Canada.

Comrades, in this time of fierce re-
action ‘and brute persecution, it is
our double duty to stand firm for the
principles of “International Revolu-
tionary Socialism.” This is our firsy
duty as our hands will soon shape
this world, we must not- falter or
shirk our duties.

We are living in March.
ber all the mighty revolutions of the
past centuries were ushered in Ky
March storms. The Iten of the old
Romans, the battles in March, 1789,
the forerunner of the great French
revolution. Remember when reac-
tion was resting solid on the nations
in 1848 and when the first flames of
revoh}f’on started in March in Paris,
which swept over Europe to take the
last remains of feudalism with it.
Think of the Herves of the Paris
Commune, 1871. Leaf after leaf we
turn over in history, we find that
after each rule of despotism a. revo-
lution followed, and every victim of
arbitrariness and tyranny was re-
venged.

Remem-

Comrades: To-day .is the first an-
niversary of the Russian Revolution.
A year ago—it was again March
when the working class of Petrggrad
demolished the throne of - Czarism.
What through past centuries inum-
erable martyrs for freedom could not
accomplish became a fact in March,
1917. The pillar of all European re-
action fell. The struggles of the
workers in Petrograd was the signal
and forerunner of the later success-
ful social revolution and for the first
time in history the proletariat took
the reigns of government in their
own hands.

The Prussian-German armies are
to-day near Petrograd to crush the
prolétarian government, and f{fo
drown the social revolution in a sea
of blood.

Comrades and Young Socialists,
millions of workers are fearing for
the fate of Revolutionary Russia, the
fate of the Russian Re'{ution is

of all Young Socialists, and a yearn-
ing wish is evinced that we may be
of help in~ assisting the world
through the period of revolution
Which will free humanity from mili-
tarism and war. The Russian revo-
_ lution can only be saved through the
united action ofi the Intemahonﬁl’
working class. Let us all work for
“this purpose; let us concentrate our
forces for the realization of social

~Comrades, be Pﬂpﬂ-red and unceas-
tis'ly gathe,r in new f;ghterl.‘ En-

- ed th publishing “of our ‘paper, the
“Youth’s Internationale.”

Comrades,
provide suitable articles for every
Young Socialist paper, so that every
sheet becomes a Youth’s Internation-
ale, and for every suppressed paper
we give the ruling class thirty new
ones. .

Be prepared, even if chains and

to-day; to-morrow a March storm
will break them.

The revolutionaty Socialist work-
ing class ekpects the youths to be
the nucleus of the coming great
struggle.

Comrades, do not disappoint these
hopes, 'but be as heretofore  the
standard bearers—the heralds of the
masses in their battle for human
freedom and emancipation,

Zurich, Switzerland, first anniver-
sary of the Russian Revolution, 1918.

By the secretary of the Interna-
tional Association of Young Sacial-
ists.

MAY DAY CELEBRATORS lN

TERNED.

Seventeen Ukrainiang comprising
a large number of members of Local
No. 56, Social Democratic Party’ of
Candda, had their May*Day celebra-
tion in Ottawa brought to an abrupt

# comrclusion by the intervention of the

Dominion police, They ‘were imme-
diately placed under arrest and later
sent to an interiment camp in the
northern part of Ontario.

The intimation was conveyed to us
by person. The absence of any news
of this event through the medium of
the daily press is anothlrer indication
of the degeneracy of the press as a
news medium.

SCOTTISH LL.P. GROWING.

Kier Hardie's home town of Cum-
nock, in Ayrshire, is keeping abreast
of the times. They have recently
elected a new city council, the major-
ity representatives being I.L. Peers.
No more fitting tribute could be paid
to the memory of their great chief-
tain “Hardie.”

A KIND REMEMBRANCE.

Remember, you are still at liberty
to pile up profits for the ever-in-
creasing number of millionaires:and
newly-riches in Canada.

Do others or they will do you, is
the rule of gold

fetters ,are’ holding us in bondage :

{(Continued from M

the burdensome toll of wee
of the mdxspensable funer

Nor is it in any sense ; cltla
sure. Only by the assumption
state department of the wlofb )
ness of life assurance can
ions of policy holders of all
be completely protected against
possibly calamitous resultsof the de
preciation of securities and suspen-
sion of bonuses which the war

causing. Only by this means can the
great staff of insurance agents find
their proper place -ascivii servants,
with equitable conditions of emplog.
ment, compensation for any distur

ance and security of tenure, in a na-

tionally organized public servxce for
the discharge of the steadily increas-
ing functions of the government in
vital statistics-and social insurance.

In quite another sphere the Labor

party sees the key to temperance re-

form in taking the entire manufac~
ture and retailing of alcoholic drink
out of the hands of those who find
profit i promoting the utmost pos-
sible consumption
Ally a case in which the people, as a
whole, must deal with the licensing
question in. accordance with local
opinion, For this purpose, localities
should have conferred upon them fa«

cilities: (a) To prohibit the sale of
liquor within their boundaries; (b) |
To reduce the number of licenses
and regulate the conditions under
which they may be held; and (c) If
a locality decides that hconul are to
be granted, to determine whether
such licenses shall be under private
or any form of public control.
Other main industries, especiall

those now becoming monopohzcc{
should be nationalized as opportun-
itv'offers. Moreover, the Labor par-
ty ‘bolds that the municipality
should not confine their activities
to the necessarily costly sérvices of
ediication, sanitation and police; nor
yet rest content with acquiring con-

trol of the local water, gas, electric- *

ity and tramways; but that every fa~
cility should be afforded to them to’
acquire (easily, quickly and cheaply)
all the land they require, and to ex-
tend their enterpnses in housing and =
town planning, parks “and public lib-
raties, the provision of mnsxc, and
the organization of recreation; and._

also to undertake, besides the rctaxl-.

ing of coal, other servicgs of com-
mon utility, particularly the local
supply of milk, wherever this is not
already fully organized by a co-op-
erative society.

CONTROL OF CAPITALIST IN-
DUSTRY.

Meanwhile, however, we oughit not
to throw away the valuable experi-
ence now gained by the government
in its assumption of the importation
of wheat, wool, metals and other
commodities, and in its control of

the shipping, woolen, leather, cloth-.

ing, bvot and shoe, milling, baking,

butchering and other industries; The '

Labor party holds that, whatever
mayv have been the shd¥tcomings of

this government importation gand -

control, it has demonstratably pre-
» (Continued on Page 8).

also our fate. A fear fills-the hearts— -8 ..

poorer; shows the vast wealth produced in this country and who péﬁv.-
trols it; proves that the heaven of the rich is founded on the hell o{
__ the poor. He argues that when one marvelous machine wiﬂ (

work of many men, there is no reason why cverybady should | llgt !
‘comfortable and casy lives; no nectssxty £8r pcople t,o !ose 1€

This is essenti-
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(Continued from Page 7).

vented a lot of “profiteering.” Nor
can it end immediately on the de-
claration of peace. The people will
be extremely foolish if they ever al-
low their indispensable industries to
slip back into_the unfettered control
of private capitalists, who are, actu-
ally at the instance of the govern-
ment itself, now rdapidly combining
. 13
trade by trade, into monopolist
. trusts, which may presently become
as ruthless in. their extortion as the
worst American examples. Standing
as” it does for the democratic con-
trol of industry, the Labor party
would think twice before it sanction-
ed any abandonment of the present
profitable centralization of purchase
of raw material; of the present care-
fully organized “rationing” by joint
committees of the trades concerned,
of the several establishments with
the materials they require; of the
present elaborate system of “cost-
ing” and pyblic audit of manufactur-
ers’ accounts, so as to stop the waste
heretofore caused by the mechanical
inefficiency of the more backward
firms; of the present salutary public-
ity of manufacturing processes and
expenses thereby ensured; and, on
the information thus obtained (in or-
der never again to revert to the old-
time profiteering) of the present
rigid fixing, for standardized pro-
ducts, of maximum prices at the fac-
tory, at the warehouse of the whole-
sale trader and in the retail shop.
This question of the retail prices of
househo!d commodities is emphati-
cally the most practical of all politi-
eal issues to the woman elector. The
male politicians have too long ne-
glected the grievances of the small
household, which is the prey of ev-
ery profiteering combination; and
neither the Liberal nor the Conser-
vative party promises, in.tlns re-
spect; any amendment. This, too, is
in no sense a “class’ measure. It is
so the Labor party holds, just as
much tine function of government,
and just as necessary a part of the
demotratic regulation of industry,
to safeguard the interests of the
community as a whole, and those of
all grades and sections of private
consumers, in the, matter of prices,
as it is, by the Factory and Trade
Boards Acts, to protect the rights of
the wage-earning producers in the
matter of wages, hours of labor and
sanitation.
A REVOLUTION IN NATIONAL
FINANCE.
In taxation, also, the interests of
the professional and housekeeping
classes are at one with those of the
manual workers. Too long has our
national finance been regulated, con-
trary to the teaching of political
economy} according to the wishes of
the possessing classes and the pro-
fits of the financiers. The colossal
expenditure irivolved in the present
war (of which, against the protest
of the Labor party, only a quarter
has been rised by taxation, whilst
three-qurters have been borrowed at
onerous rates of interest, to be a
burden on the nation’s future)
brings things to a crisis. When peace
comes, capital will be needed for all
sorts of social enterprises, and the
_resources of goverament will neces-
sarily have to be

vastly-—greater—

than - they were before the war.
Meanwhile innumerable new - pri-
vate fortunes are being. heaped
up by those wWho have taken
advantage "of the. mnation’s needs;
and the one-tenth of the pop-
ulation which owns nine-tenths of
the riches of the United Kingdom,
far from being made poorer, will’'find
itself, in the aggregate, as a result
of the war, drawing in rent and in-
terest and” dividends a larger snom-
inal income than ever before. Such
a position demands a revolution in
national finance. How are we to
discharge a public debt that may
well reach the almost incredible fig-
ure of seven thousand million
pounds sterling, and at the same
time raise an annual revenue which,
for local as well as central govern-
ment, must probably reach one thou-
sand millions a year? It is over this
problem of taxation that the various
political parties will be found to be
most sharply divided.

The Labor party stands for such
a system of taxation as will yield
all the necessary revenue to the gov-
ernment without encroaching on the
prescribed national minimum stand-
ard of life of any family whatsoever;
without hampering production or
discouraging any useful prsonal ef-
fort, and with the nearest possible
approximation to equality of sacri-

fice. We definitely repudiate all

proposals for a protective tariff, in
whatever specious guise they may be
cloaked; as a device for burdening

the consumer with unnecessarily en-
hanced prices, to the profit of the
capitalist employer or landed pro-
prietor, who avowedly expects his
profit or rent to be increased there-
by. We shall strenuously oppose
any taxation, of whatever ind,
which would increase the price of
foodl or of any other necessary of
tife. We hold that indirect taxation
on commodities, whether by customs
or excise, should be strictly limited
to luxuries; and concentrated prin-
cipally on those of which it is social-
ly desirable that the consumption
should be actually discouraged. We
are at one with the manufacturer,
the farmer, and the trader in object-
ing to taxes interfering with produc- %
tion of commerce, or hampering
transport and communications. In
all these matters—once more in con-
trast with the other political parties,
and by no means in the interests of
the wage-earners alone—the Labor
party demands that the very defin-
ite teachings of economic sc¥ence
should no longer be disregarded as
they have been in the past.

For the raising of the greater part
of the revenue now required the La-
bor party looks to the direct taxa-
tion of the incomes above the neces-
sary cost of fmily maintenance; and,
for the requisite effort to pay off the
national debt, to the direct taxation
of private fortunes both during life
and at death The income tax and
super-tax ought at once to be thor-
oughly reformed in assessment and
collection, in abatements and allow-
ances, and in graduation and differ-
entiation, so as to levy the required
total sum in such a way as to make
the real sacrifice of all the taxpay-
ers as nearly as possible equal. This
would involve assessment by families
instead of by individual persons, so

that-the burden is alleviated in pro-

\

raising of “the present unduly low
minimum income assessable’ to the

ent unfair burden on the great mass
of professional and small trading
classes by a new scale of graduation,
rising from a penny in the pound on
the smallest assessable income up to
sixteen or even nineteen shillings ‘in
the pound on the highest income of
the millionaires. It would involve
bringing into assessment the numer-
ous windfalls of profit that now es-
cape, and a further differentiation
between essentially different kinds
of income. - Thesexcess profits tax
might ‘well be retained in an appro-
priate form; whilst, so long as min-
ing royalties exist, the minteral
rights duty ought to be ificreased.
The steadily rising unearned incre-
ment of urban land
ought, by an appropriate direct tax-
ation of land values, to be wholly
brought into the public exchequer.
At the same time, for the service and
redemption of the national debt, the
death duties ought to be regraduat-
ed, much more strictly collected and
greatly increased. In this matter
we need, in fact, completely to re-
verse our point of view, and to re-
arrange the whole taxation of in-
heritance from the standpoint of
asking what is the maximum amount
that any rich man should be permit-
ted at death to divert, by his will,
from the national exchequer, which

should normally be the heir to all
private riches in excess of a quite
moderate amount by way of family
provision. But all this will not suf-
fice. . It will be imperative at the
earliest possible moment to free the
nation from at any rate the greater
part of its new load of interest-bear-
ing debt for loans which ought to
have been levied as taxation; and the
Labor prty stands for a special capi-
tal levy to pay off, if not the whole,
a very substantial part of the entire
national debt—a capital levy charge-
able like the death duties on all pro-
perty, but (in order to secure ap-
proximate equality of sacrifice) with
exemption of the smallest savings,
and for the rest at rates very steep-
ly graduated, so as to take only a
small contribution from the little
people and a very much larger per-
centage from the millionaires.
Over this issue of how the finan-
cial burden of the war is to be borne,
and how the necessary revenue is to
be raised, the greatest political bat-
tles will be fought. In this matter
the Labor party claims the support
of four-fifths of the whole nation,
for the interests of the clerk, the
teacher, the doctor, the minister of
religion, the verage retail shopkeep-
er and trader, and all the mass of
those living on small incomes are
identical with those of the artisan.
The landlords, the financial mag-
nates, the possessors of great for-
tunes will not, as a class, willingly
forego the relative immunity that
they have hitherto enjoyed. The pre-
sent unfair subjection of the To-op-
erative society to an excess profits’

and mineral

tax. on the “profits” which it has
never _made —specially dangerous as
“the tMin end of the wedge” of penal

taxation of this laudable form of de-

mocratic enterprise—will not. be
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tax, and the lightening of the pres- -

_abandoned without a struggle. Ev-

ery possible effort w
juggle with the taxes, so as to place
upon the shoulders of the mass of
laboring folk and upon the strug-
gling households of the proféssional
men and small traders (as was done
after every previous war)—whether
by customs or excise duties, by in-
.dustf.lal monopolies, by unnecessar-
ily high rates of postage and rail-
way fares, or by a thousand and one
other ingenious devices—an- unfair
share of the national burden.
Against these efforts the Labor par-
ty w1ll\take the firmest stand.

(To be continued.)
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bridge.

Saskatchewan Provincial Executive
Committee—Meets on the 1st and 8rd
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