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MINUTES, &c.
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MONDAY, June R4th, 1839.

The introductory Sermon pre
chap. 23d and 24th vs, A colle

Prayer was offered by bro. Viditoe, in the absence of Eider Harding,
the former Moderator.

ached by Bro. Pryor, from 1 Cor. 1
ction was taken in aid of Missions,

Elder T. 8. Harding was appointed Moderator, hro, W Chipman,
Clerk, and br . J. w. Nutting, Assistant Clerk. Brethren E, A.

Crawley, and J. Pryor, were appointed to read the Letters, and J.
Chase and J, Ferguson, to examine then.

The following persons appointed
(uestions as should be submitted to
J. Dimock, I. E. Bill, W, Burton,
U. Dimock, and E. A, Crawley.

a Committee to report on such
the Association, viz ‘—Elders
E. Manning, T. 8. Harding,

~ Elder David Chase, Messenger from the N. B.
vited to take a seat with us, and bre, Bur
ew Brunswick, and bro, W. Beckwith,

Association, was

pe and McConnel, from
from Maine,

The Letters from the Churclies were read.

The Messengers being seated, the following Minutes were taken:
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[The names of ordained Ministers are in sMart caritars : those of
Licentiates in ftalics ; Ministers not present marked with an aste.
risk * ; Churches from which no information was received, T; and
vacant churches distinguished by a dash ——— : Churches from
which no information was received are returned as they stood last

year.]
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Met in accordauce with appointment.—Prayer by the Moderator

T'he Circular Letter was rcad and adopted.

Kesolyed, "I'hat bro. Nutting sunerintend printing the Minutes, an
that 960 copies e printed.

Resolved, 'T'hat bro. J. E. Bill be our Messenger to the N. B, As.
gociation, 2ud that he receive £ for his services.

Resolved—-That the annual mecting this vear be held at Newport,
on the first Sabbath after the 20th September, and that a similar
meeting be held at Onslow the week following.

Lesolved—That the monthly concert of prayer for the heatlien, b
recommeunded to be observed in our churches. 3
Resolved—"That the former officers of the Missionary Board e

continued.

Resolved--That brother Pryor prepare a resolution expressing (lie
respect of the Association {vi the memory of our late lamented bye.
ther, Jiwes Munro.

Hesoloecd—"T"bat the next Association be held at Liverpool on {le
first Monday afier the 20th June, and that bro. . 8. Ha, ling preach
tlie introductory sermon, and in case of failure, bro. Bur on,

Aesolved—That bro. J. Chase, write the Circular Leier,

Resolved—That in the abseuce of the Treasurer, brethion A,V
Jimock, J. Chase, and A. Marshall, receive the monies to be paid
in i aid of Domestic Missions ut eigut o’clec’t to morrow mornine.

Resotved—"T'hat it be earnestly pressed upon the attention of the
respective churches, ministers and members connected with this As-
sociation, to carry into effect the resolutions which were formerly
passed ‘n favor of Sabbath Schools, and for forming a general union
to effect the all important objects of those institutions ; and that,
inasmuch as the report made by the Committee appointed in 837,
for forming such union, was ot carried into effect at our last Asso-
cistion—therefore, that bro. John Chase be udded to such cormnitiee,
aad that they do take ineasures as soon as possible to proceed with
the duties imposed on them by such appointinent,

‘The condition of the cclored peayle in the vicinity of Halifax, hav-
ing been bronght to the notice of e Association, by several brethren
personzily acquainted with their wints, Resolved therefore, that the
Clerk do address a letter to them assuring them that the Association
deeply {eel for their condition, and will aid them as soon as in theic
power, and that the subject be now referrod to the Missionary Board.

A collection was then taken towards affording them missionary aid,
which amounted to £7 12s.

1'he committee appointed at the last Association to address an
appeal to the churciies of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, onthe §
subject i the establishment of a Foreign Mission, and the increase
of home missionary operations, having prepared such appeal, the
same was read, and it is therefore

Resolved—That the same be printed in the Christian Messenger.

Adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o’clock.

Tuesday morning, met according to appointment.
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Resolved—Thay Brother Garrison, Messen_er from the ITancock
Association. State of Maine, be invited to take a seat with us.~-Bro,
G. presented Minufes from said Association,

The i

business of the Association was then ad
Nova Scotia Baptist

1

e Moderator

Minutes, an(

Journed, when pe

.
“ducation Society met, public notjce having
he N. B. Ac. ] been given (o that eflect ¢o the mcn,abcrs of the chncty. The Se.
e N. B, As cretary then read the repuit of tha vaecitive Commigtee for the past
N year, when the bllowing resolutions were passed. :
at *\‘(l\}l'f),r\" T L Resolved—"T|q¢ this Society receive and adopt the Report now
at a similgr read.
. 2, Resolvea, That in consideration of tha respectable characier
* heatlien, b 13 ofthe Queen’s College, as compared with giher Colleges in the
Yoo Province, of the large amounts contributed {o j¢s support, and of the
y Board be ) principle on hich the Legislature hias acted jp regard to other 1y,. /
- ltitnlin,ns, this Society consider the claim for Collegiate Privilege;s, '
3‘!”‘*'5"‘“," e made in behalf of the (lueen’s Colicge, as founded 1 common  jyg. '
mented ko tice, and fec] j¢ therefore thejy duty to urge this claim unremittingly 4
‘ on the attention of the I,rgislnn:rc; and that, for this purpose, the
pool on ”'," Petition now req,] and addressed ¢ the Honourabje House of As.
ring preach sembly and [fep Majesty’s Council, pe signed by the Ministers ang
s Messengers of 4 the Churches, &
Har, s Also, that each of the Chur\:'ms, together with the congregationg
ethren A, ok connected with them, he recorimended, ang earnestly requested, (o
to be paid il address distinet ang Separite petitions 1o (he Assembly anq Council,
W OTRIng. ‘equesting their Concurrence with » Prayer of the Petition now
ition of the read.
vith this As-

3. Resolvea, That this Socie
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1. Resolved, That Mr, Bill, My, Jnhnstmr, M:. Pryor, and Mr. ,
Nutting, be 4 comn. itee to frame such bye laws and regulations aq ‘
may be required, in conformity with the Act of ]ncnrporation, and
for more fully car ying into effoct the objects of the Society.

. Resolved, That, whereas the sum of £250 I8 required to Sustain -
the Queen’s College on i, present footin::, with the addition of 8
for the maintenance of a third prolessor, and also the further sum of
£300 for the erection of sucl further buildings as are absolutely neces-

“ary, and £150 for (}e purchase of Philosophica] Apparatus, Resolved,
A lhat in the opinion of this Associati')n, tiie Churches composing its
[ body ought to raise, for the above Purposes, a sum equal to 2s, 6.
or each of theijr members—whic iheasure this Association now
strongly recommend, and they do now earnestly request the ministers

and leading men the churches and congregations, to assist the

general ageny iy, carrying this object into effecy.
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ture act to Incorporate the Quecn’s College, be instructed to (gl e
care that the same conform to the terms and requirenients of e
Act by which this Society is now incorporated, in order to secure
the needful connection and correspondence between the two.

7. Resolved, That this Society, approving of the proposed act for
incorporating the Queen’s College, as published in the Christian
Messenger, do now adopt the same as the basis of any future act
whizh may be proposed to the Legislature—and do hereby empower
the executive Committee on their behalf, to make any further appli-
cation to the Legislature which they may think necessary, in order
to obtain the passage of the said act, and hereby give them authority
to make such modifications of the same as in their Jndgments may
become needful.

8. Resolved, That inasmuch as this Society regard the interests of
Education, as closely combined, in Divine Providence, with the ad-
‘ancement of civil prosperity, good morals, and true Religion, they
warmly recommend the College and Academy at Horton to te
prayers, as well as the sympathy and aid, of their brethren through-
out these Proviyces.

9. Resolved, "T'hat the Rev. E. A. Crawley be requested to proceed
to the United States, to solicit aid from the friends of education in
that country towards procuring Philosophical Apparatus, and for tle
foundation of a Library for the use of Queen’s College, in addition
to the subseriptions to be procured for that purpose in this Province,

10. Resolved, 'That the following persons be added to. the Board
of Directors,—viz. Stephen Chipman, Esq. The Rev. John Chase,
Silas T. Rand, William Burton, Wellington Jackson, Nathaniel
Viditoe, Joshua E. Cogswell, John B Cogswell, Anthony V. Dimock,
'I". H. Porter, Hezekiah Hull, John Shaw, James Skerry, Ebenezer
Stronach, Abraham Stronach, Thomas Delong, Israel Potter, Jun.
Samuel McCulley, Maynard Parker, Caleb R. Bill, Charles
Randall, Gaius Lewis, Samuel Chipman, A. McKim, and Alexander
M. Upham, Esquires.

1. Resolved, That W. A. Chipman, W. Chipman, and David
Eaton, be a committee to build an addition to the Boarding House,
with leave to add a person resident in Iorton, if they deem it neces-
sary.

I2. Resolved, That the examination of the Pupils in the Academy
at Horton, take place on Wednesday preceding the next Association.

o o’'clock, p. M. Adjourned.

The busiess of the Association was resumed. Prayer by Brother
Crawley.

Resolved, That the sums which may be contributed by the Church-
es, in conformity to the Resolution passed, in aid of the Horton In-
stitution, are requested to be remitted to the Executive Commiitee
on or before the first of October next,

Resolved, That this Association, deeply impressed with the import-
ance of Domestic Missions, and feeling that the numerous and press-
ing calls for Missionary services during the present session, demand
more than ordinary effort: It is therefore resolved that we strongly

mit
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recommend to all ouy churches (o sey apart the second Wednesday
in September next, as a day of special Prayer to the greyt head of
the Church that he wijj be pleased to raise P more labourers, gy,
thrust them into |is vineyard; and that on that day Missionary Ser-
mons be preached by all our Ministers to (heir respective Churclies

and congregations,—-and contributions he taken up by every Church
for the support of Home Missions.

At the close of this resolution Bro

posed being one of forty that woul give twenty shilling in ajq of do-
mestic Missions, T this proposal twenty-two persons became ip,.
mediately pledged in like manner. Should any other persons desire
o unite in so good an object, they will be Pleased to infyrm the
Clerk of the Association as soop as possible,

Resolved, That the female members of (he Churches be affection-

ately recommended to form Penny.a-week Societies in each Chuicl,
for Missionary purposes,

Resolved, That Brothers Rang, Bill, Chase
resolutions in reference (o the Foreign Missio
Adjourned ti]] to-morrow morning,

Met on chuosday morning, Preaching by brother Garrison,
from 2 Cor. 5: 11.
The subject of (e Foreign Missions being then discussed, the
following resolutions were adopted,
L. Resolved, Thay the attention of the Association be called to the
g consideration of the resolution formed in 1887 in relation to 1his
subject, and inasmucl, a8 a young brother hag Presented hiniscif ;6
a candidate for carrying the Gospel in accordance with (hay
ton to forcign lands, thierefore
Resolved, 'I'hat il he, or any other, shall on careful enqt
foand to possess suitable qualifications ip such care, (he sun
from the monies contributed to the funds of the
Missionary Society be employed in completing his educaticy,
5. Resolved, T hat inasmuch as jt i Now in contemplation to sel
2 Missionary to the heathen from the bosom of oyr cliarches, and
that the case of a candidate for mjssior. iy labour is before (e Com-
mittee, it be recommended to the Clhiurches and to individuais yho
have been in (he habit of devoting monies to the Burman, or any cther
foreign mission, for the future to APPropriate the same 1o the educa-
ton and maintesance of such person from amongst ours
be approved of for the purpose.
4. i} alved,

ther Theodore S, IMarding nro-
(-]

, and Crawlc;, prepare
ns.

elves as tay

Lhat the cCommitte

€ aiready named to communicate
with the e of the Now '?"..1<\1';<'k‘S11‘”ir\!\', be directed to
confer witii those bret! ' ]
renca,

5. Resolye 1, Th

tommended to the : i ] stians, and
especially ¢ WL Ministe { { i P 1N t a tiie
u)' 0 3 3 ‘

| RO iCed anud MO~
'y e )
\J_'.;»A ) ¢ o il t

“ry
'Y

v

pha TS,

R o




12
churches, with reference to the condition of the heathen world, and
the present state of foreign missions, we would urge upon our church-
es to read more and think more upon this subject, and as one means
of information, we would warmly recommend the perusal of the
Christian Messenger.

The subject of the Christian Messenger was then considered. The
Editors having stated that the paper was not in any measure suffici-
ently sustained with funds to meet the expenses of publication, in
consequence of the deficiency in the payment of subscriptions, there
being at the end of the year the large amount of upwards of £600
due in the two Provinces,—and it being evident that unless some

plan could be devised the paper must be discontinued at the close of

the present year, and a call be made upon those individuals who
stand pledged, in the event of loss, to make up the deficiency,—a
very warm interest was manifested by the meeting in favour of tle
publication, and the following resolutions were passed:

1. Resolved, That the Christian Messenger, in the opinion of this
Association, has been ably conducted, and its value deeply felt, and
that we must and will sustain it.

2. Resolved, That this Association feel a deep and increasing in-
terest in the publication of the paper, as highly calculated to promote
the interests of religion and moral improvement in connection with
those of the Baptist Denomination, and especially in the bearing
which it has in concentrating their present efforts for the advance-
ment of education.

That they see with great regret that the recommendation of the
Association to the Denomination at their last meeting for supporting
the interests of the publication, has been so little attended to; as
nearly the whole amount of the subscriptions for the past year are
still remaining due, and although the strongest expressions of satis-
faction with the manner in which the paper is conducted, are univer-
sally made, yet it is evident that it is absolutely necessary that some
efficient mode should be immediately adopted for sustaining an un-
dertaking in which the interests of the denomination are so deeply
involved, by collecting the back accounts due, and extending the
further circulation of the paper, which, while it has increased in the
Province of Nova Scotia, has, from the difficulty of ensuring its re-
gular transmission to many parts of New Brunswick, decreased to
some extent in that Province, it is therefore

3. Resolved, That the Ministers connceted with this Association,
do pledge themselves immediately on their return to their respective
churches, in conjunction with the several agents of the Christian
Messenger in their districts, to urge the immediate collection of the
subscriptions due at the end of the past year, and do forthwith com-
municate to the general agent of the paper in Halifax, whatever facts
may come to their knowledge afferting its pecuniary interests, and
the most effectual means of ensuring future punctuality in paying
subscriptions.

4. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Board of Missions do fur-
nish each of the Missionaries on their respective tours with speeial
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mstructions in writing, {o communicate with (0 local
paper, and urge them wig}, the least

forward the past dues, and 1o gy with as mun}, vigour as possible ip
promoting regular returns 01'subscriptions.

5. h’c.w/l'('(/, That bro, S, y &
for three months, for the
for the Christiap Mosscnger, and altending to jf
he be requested 1o take collections in the y
the expenses of s agency : any balance beyond which wij] be de-
Irayed from the returns received for the Paper.  Also, that the local
agents be requested o render bro. Rand all the assistance in their
power in promotion of his object,

6. Resolved, 'I'haq 5 letter be addressed by this Associ
New Brunswick Associ:llinn, ('omnmnicating the me
ted with reference (o the Christiap Messvng('r, and
brethren there (o adopt a similar course with regard to
the paper in that Province,

7. Resolved, Thay bro. Bill

and enforce the views ex
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» OUT messenger, he requested to explain
pPressed in the aboye resolutions at the meet-
lng of the New Brunswick A»oci:lliun, and that our valued brethren
now present as messengers from thay Association be respectfully and
affectionately requested to aid bro, Bjj in carrying the objects of their
Association ‘into effect,

Whereas the New Brunswick Association made No provision at
their last meeting in reference 10 paying up the sum due for t)e
publication of (he M:lgazine, and the balance being of long standing,
and but a sma]] part of the arrears dye having beer paid in the course
of the past year,—'I'his Association do resolve to advance to the Edi-
tors the further sum of twenty five pounds for the Printer out of the
Missionary funds—ang further, that bro, Bill bring the subject before
the New Brunswick association, and urge the necessity of some
neans being adopted by them to collect the arrears due in New
Branswick, ang that they be requested 1o advance sum not less thay
L35, to pay the publisher’s demand,

Resolved, T hay bro. Rand’s agency also
irrears due for the Magazine

Adjourned to 4 o’clock,

Met at the tinse appointed. Prayer by the Moderator. The Select
‘({mmmcc reported as follows -

The Committee recommend that the fo”nwing resolutions be
adopted, in answer to the

question propounded by the 2ud Cornwal-
lis church,

Resolved, That the Assocj
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That the churches at Westchester and Newport, be advised to unite
in receiving brethren T. S, Harding, Manning, Bill, Chipman, ang
Rand, a council of immnistering brethren, to enquire into the circun).
stances of the case referred, and give them their advice and christian
counsel in the present difficulty, and that the Council meet at Ney.
port on Wednesday the 25th September next,

In reply to the brethren at Folly Mountain, that the Association
do request bro. T. 8. Hardinz when on his mi=sion to Onslow, to vi.
sit those brethren, and enquire more fully iio their state and Cir-
cumstances, and report whether he judge it advisable that they should
be received as a church in connection with the association,

T'his committee recommend to the respective bodies into whicl
the 2nd Clement's church is divided, to endeavor to agree in a coun
cil of ministering brethren to whom the difficulty between them may
be referred, and as both parties address the associatinon on the same
subject, they hope there will be no difficulty in their agreeing to g
conncil as here recommanded.

The above report having been received. it is thereupon resolved,
that this association do adopt the foregoing recommendations of the
commiitee,.

Resolved, That this assaciation do deeply deplore the great loss
which the cause of God generally, and the denomination in particu
lar, have sustained, in the sudden and unexpected removal by death
of our much respected brother in Christ, the late Rev. James Munro,
whose devoted life, in conjunction with his wise councils and faithful
nministry, gave him a place in the confidence and affections of his
brethren, and which made him an invaluable blessing to his family,
to the church, and to the world.

Roselved, That it is exceedingly desiralle that an agent he ap.
pointed in Halifax, throngh whom the Sabbath Schools in the country
may receive books for the use of said schools, and that bro. John W
Barss be requested to act as such agent,

The committee appointed at the late association to visit the church
at Lunenburg, report as follows :—'T"hat they have addressed to that
charch the following advice, viz. “After examining as carefilly as
possible the circumstances with which the church is afflicted, this
committee cannot deviate from tlie counsel given them Ly the former
committee sent by the association, and they do now seriously advise
them to adhere tiereto most strictly.

The committee feel it their duty to say, that in their opinion sch
members as do not adhere 1o the advice given cannot be considered
as members in regular standing, and therefore such as do receive the
counsel referred to, should be considered the church.*

In reference to difficulties that may have arisen between part of
the church and their former Pastor Elder Parker, the committee do
not feel themselves called on to express an opinion, as Elder Parker
is not now a member of the church : but the Committee would hope
that whatever alienation may have arisen, a consideration of his

*The state of the Lunenhurg chureh, o= siven in the Table, was made
by the Clerk in conformity with this resolution,
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farthful labours Among them for severg) years
with the poculiur(:ir(:umstuucm in which he was placed, would ley
0 a restoration of kind ﬁ:clings, and indyce them in future to cherisly
towards him hat respect which js dye 10 a christiay minister, —..
Whereupon it jg Resolved 1) the Association do approve and adopt
the above report,

7

Past, in conneetiop,

Resolved, That the thanks of this ssociation he Presented tg ),e

church at Wilmoy and the congregation, an other benevoleny friends,
for their lmspilﬂlily and kindness during this session, as also for their
liberal contributions iy 4ig of the dificreny objects Proposed on t)ie
present occasion.

Meeting conclude

d with Prayer. At six o’clock brother Charles
Randall preacheq

——— e
CIRCULAR JITTER,
Dear “i:l.HHH,N,

In vur address this year, onr object is to excite
ligent study of the Bile. Many Inportant dutjes
line pressing upon us ns a d:'nomiuuli(.n, tothe performayce of which
we wish :xﬂb(:liunatvly 0 urge you ; and we know of o more effec.
twal means of doing this, thap by prevailing upon you to
thoroughly {he word of God. ]y js the standur of chri
Where we haye ¢ line upon line, precept upon precept,’”
ill who are desirous of being v holly devoteq to the Lord,
loughly furnished 1o every good work,” It is matter of special
lhunks}_fi\'iug to almighty God, that (}e Scriptures are of S0 casy ac-
tss. Translated ingo OUrown tongue, apg circulated so easily ang
cheaply as they now are, nothing cap lirder then, from entering the
lumblest dwelling or 4.-n“ghteniug the feeblest intellect, where they
e really desired, |y, the superstitioys ignorance of )¢ dark ages,
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a state of thingsought not to continue.  We need not wonder that
8o many christians are mere dwarfs in religion : that so many walk
in darkness, both as it respects their state and their duty ; or that
there exists so little of that self denving, well directed christian effort
which has characterized some former periods of the church. No;
is it surprising that erroneous svstems of doctrine should make s
easy a progress, and thatso many are led away from the simplicity
ofthe faith. The Sacred Scriptures are the appointed meaus for
sanctifying, enlightening, directing, establishing, and comforting the
people of God ; and to look for these things where they are neglected,
1s to expect grapes of thorns, and figs of thistles. Were the Bible,
with its accompanying blessings, of less importance to us,—were it
other than the best gift of our best friend,—or even were it not s
small as to be easily compressed into a compass capable of being
carried always with us without the slightest difficulty—the neglect
of it would not ba so unreasonable, so ungrateful, or so wicked.

We would affectionately urge upon all, the practice of reading some
portion of the word of life every day.  Were its value in directing
and comfortipg those who are most busily employed, or most deeply
involved in cares and troubles, duly uaderstood and appreciated, we
venture to say that few would plead the want of time as an excuse
for neglecting it: a few minutes at least would bhe spared each day
for reading a few passages. But though no christian can be living
up to his privileges, or making as rapid progress in holiness as le
otherwise might, who neglects the daily reading of the Scriptures
or who does not carefully commit portionsof it to memory ; yet even
this is far from all which we mean by studying them. This implies
deep aud intense reflection ; a diligent investigation of the meaning
of words and phrases; a careful a‘tention to the context, to the aim
and scope of the writer ; an atteniive comparison of one part witl
another, and with the whole; and it embraces, as subordinate, to
some extent at least, the Geography, History, Customs and Habits
of the country in which the Scriptures were written. 1t is the busi
ness not of a day nor amonth, nor a year, but of a whole life. In
our daily reading of i, however, for devotional purposes, a minute
attention to these various particulars, may, not only safely, but even
properly, be omicted ; though we should never read without attention
and reflection. But a portion of time should at least every week
be appropriated to the study of the Bible, upon which nothing else
should be allowed to intrude but absolute necessity ; something
which the searcher of hearts will consider an unavoidable interrup-
tion. Did we conform our lives to the Scriptural standard, asnenyly
as we might, with that divine assistance which every one who sin-
cerely asks it, is warranted to expect, those of us who now with the
greatest show of reason, excuse their neglect, would find ample 0p-
portunity for the delightful employment here recommended. Besides
attending public worship, a portion of the Lord’s day might, by a
most every one, be thus occupied ; and should all that time be devoted
to the Bible which during the week is often spent in laboring for the
gratification of ambition, pride, or luxury ; or is squandered away it
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ileness, vain amusements or sipfy) 1N«
but few would be able to plead the want of time in ¢
must never lose sight of the fact that G
ally in his Holy Word, and made it the
the Scriptures, and take heed to them
place.  What he hasg made it our dyt

gven us time ¢o accomplish ; whoever therefore can fing no time
for studying the Bible may be assured that the time allotteq to them
for the performance of this daty, js sinfully devoted to something
which is not their daty, and whiel, can ouly bring upon them the
displeasure of the A.’mighty. His plain direction runs thus: “These
words which I command thee this day, shall be ip thy heart,” (i.e

)
lrc:xsurml. up i thy memory, rooted iy thy judgement and reigning
in thy affections,) “« ang thou shalt teqe

h them diligently unty thy
children, and shalt ta]k of them when thoy sittest in thy house, angd
when thou wall:est by the “ay, and when thoy |jest down, and when
thou risest up, Dent. @, This command js binding on all to whom
the Word of God s accessible, and Provides for abundant opportu-
nities and means of studying it

The Bible should pe studied for the purpose of learning Christian
Doctrine. By this term g meant every Truth which, Christianity
teaches. T'he basis of ] christian experience and practice is christ.
an Doctrine.  Hence the importance which is every where through-
out the Bible attached to jt. The instructions of our Saviour, the
course which the Apostles Pursued in theijr public preaching and pri-
vate admonitions ; wit}, the epistles which they wrote for the use of
the church i every age ; all show that in order to be converted,
sanctified, and made happy and usejy] christians, men must be in-
Sfructed in the dociripes of christianity, The’ a direct operation of

the Holy Spirit upon the hearts of men, is so necessary that with.

outit even the Word of God itself, explained ever so clearly, and ap-

plied ever so closely and aﬂ'cc:ionately by the most powerful elo-
fuence, would never accomplish the regeneration of one soul; yet so
absolutely necessary is that sort of instruction which is communj-
tted and received'jp the ordinary way, that without it we have no
'eason to expect the sanctification an( salvation of any. ““Faith
cometh by hearing anq hearing Ly the Word of God.” Rom. 10:
I “Ye have purified your hearts in obeying the Truth thro’ the
Spirit.” Pet, 1, 41. “ Toach all nations,” said the Saviour,—¢¢ teach-
ing them to observe 4] things whatsoever I have Commanded you.”
“Warning CYery man,” says Paul, « apnd teaching every man,” Colos,
‘2. “[ have laught you publicly and from house to house,”
Acts 20: 99, « The things which” were written aforetime were
Written for ouy learning that we thro’ patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope.”  Rom, 15 4. The duty of gain-
g scriptural knowledge s frequently urged by the Holy Spirit,
“Let the worg of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom " Col.
216 < Add 1o your faith virtue and (o virtue knowledge,” o Pet.
L5, The importance of obtaining clear and comprehensive doc-
inal views jg vastly greater thun js gencrally apprehended. Doc-
fines become principles of action. How often has the sacred name
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those who imbibe its priuciples and obey its precepts, it appears ay
inexhaustible fountain of happiness. *“ There are given to us ey.
ceeding great and precious promiscs, whercby we are made par-
takers of the divine nature.” 'T'ho’ surrounded with trials and temp-
tations, and often called to pass ““ thro’ floods and fires,” it is stjl]
our privilege to be always happy. The divine promises are suited
to every condition of the christian, abundant in their number, ex.
pressed in the clearest and kindest language, and secured as to their
accomplishment by the oath and promise of the immutable Jehoval,
Finally, we should study the whole Bible.  Whatever God has iy
his wisdom thought proper to write, we may be assured is proper for
us to read.  ““ T'he things which are revealed are for us and for our
children.”  There is not a history, nor an anecdote, nor a parable,
nor an illustration, nor a prayer, nor a prophesy, nor any thing else
in the Bible that can be treated as unimportant or neglected with
impunity. Every thing has its use. ** Avy Seripture is given by
inspiration and is profitable.”’  Were it needful to present any mo-
tives to the performance of this duty, it would be sufficient to men-
tion the great mercy and condescension of God in thus giving us a
tevelation of his will, and our infinite obligations to him.  But our
own best interest is also connected with it. Those christians in all
ages who have advanced most rapidly in holiness, who have followed
most closely the footsteps of their divine Redeemer, who have been
most resigned in adversity and most happy in prosperity, and the
most useful in their master’s cause, have always been those who
have delighted most in the study of the word of God. We woull
urge all professors of Religion whatever be their age, rank or sta-
tion to consider how much their usefulness depends upon their hav-
ing the ““ word of Christ dw.'ling in them richly in all wisdom.”
Where there exists no desire to be useful in the cause of Christ, we
may be assured there is no piety. This desire however needs to be
continually strengthened, and a proper attention to the Word of God,
inasmuch as it is the grand instrument in sanctification, would in-
crease the christians desire of doing good, teach him how to carry it
into execution, and actually enable him to doso. Sabbath Schools,
Bible Classes, and Revivals, open a field for the exercise of christ-
1an benevolence of boundless extent, for the cultivation of which the
essential requisite is scriptural knowledge combined with ardent
piety. It is, dear brethren, that our churches may be well supplied
with efficient Sabbath School T'eachers, of which there is at present
such a lamentable deficiency ; it is that parents may add to the in-
terest and usefulness of thos. institutions, by leading their children
in the study of the Bible; proving to them by their own example that
it is the most precious of all books, the stody of it the most delight-
ful of all employments, and a sweet relief from the cares and busi-
ness of life; it 1s that Bible Classes may be established in every sec-
tion of the Church of Christ, and that all the people of God ray be
qualified to impart that religious instruction which is so universally
required, in connection with all the other advantages which, with
the blessing of God, would result from it, that we now eatnestly and
affectionately urge you to a more diligent study of the Sacred Scrip-
tures.
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Mr. Elias Payzant, Falmouth, per Mr. Young, £0
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