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PUBLISHERS' PREFACE.

Spurgeon was called the pastoral evangelist;
Chalmers, the parish evangelist; Finney, the
. revival evangelist; Howard, the prison evan-
gelist; Whitelield, the field evangelist; Shaftes-
bury, the philanthropic evangelist; Bliss, the
singing evangelist; McCauley, the evangelist
of the outcast, but Dwight L. Moody was
the evangelist of the people.

For forty years his name was known among
the English speaking people. For nearly forty
years his sayings have been household words;
for nearly forty years his stories have.been
told at almost every Christian fireside. His
life, with its peculiarly fitting ending, is known
in a general way to the great majarity of the
people, but few of them realize what a great
man he was.  Born in New England poverty,
but with an indomitable spirit, he made his
mark as a boy even in wise old Boston. As
a young man in Chicago, he demonstrated his
stability -in commerce as well as in religion.
He founded, by his energy, one of the largest
Sunday- schdols in the world out of apparently
the poorest material to be found on the Ameri-
can continent.

A few years later, he electrified Europe with
his methods and thousamk of people turned

.‘]
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from ways of sin to ways of righteousness. He
came home and founded the great schools at
Northfield where thousands of young men and
women can procure an education at a nominal
figure. Thirty buildings stand as a monument
to him there. In Chicago, the great Bible
Institute, with its auxiliary features, where
thousands of young men and women, desirous
of greater insight into the Holy Scriptures daily
assemble and listen to explanations of the
Bible.

The present work was commenced early in
1898 and is the result of months of careful
research and many interviews with personal
friends of Mr. Moody. It embodies a com-
plete account of the great evangelist’s marvel-
ous career from his birth to his death, enliv-
ened with anecdotes contributed from all parts
of the world. The labor of arranging, select-,
ing and condensing the vast amount of material
gathered during the past two years, was very
great and it was found necessary to omit a
large amount of very interesting and valuable
matter in order to keep the work within the
lines of a popular life of Mr. Moody. Many of
the illustrations were taken specially for the
work by our own photographer; others were
redrawn from designs furnished our special

artist.
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INTRODUCTION

By H. W. THOMAS, D. D,,

Pastor of People’s Church, Chicago.

WIGHT L. MOODY would have been a
- marked man in almost any field of active
affairs, and simply because of his large
natural abilities. That he was great as an
evangelist was owing mainly to his special
adaptation to that form of work; his glad and en-
tire consecration to it, and his wonderful power
to use others, to marshal and control forces
to inspire minds and hearts with his own pur-
pose and earnestness.

Brother Moody understood well the power
of numbers, of large assemblies, and the value
of sympathetic emotion. Hence he did not go
forth alone to gather and reach the outside
world, as did Wesley; but sought and secured
the united- action of the preachers, the mem:-
bers and choirs of the evangelical churches, and
this he could do sincergly because he saw
nothing vital in the lines that differentiated the
denominations, and felt that their coming to-

gether would be helpful to eachj that the com-
(




8 INTRODUCTION.

mon life ,of all would be quickeried and en-
larged. \

No one, perhaps, has done so much to lessen
the lines of separation,and so much to unite all
in the great law and life of Ilgve. Had he
sought to found a new denomination, this united
action would not have been possible, for the
movement would naturally have been looked
upon as competitive. Brother Moody did not
wish to found another denomination; he
thought there were too many already; but he
did, and wifely, too, look to the perpetuation of
his own spirft and ework in one central church
and through the educational powergof tgaining
schools, and in this was successful through
his singular ability to reach men of large
means, and to bring other workers, intd the
field.

There will not be another Moody; as there
will not be another Beecher, Simpson or Philips
Brooks; it is not Nature’s God’s way of wotk-
ing. Brother Moody filled a needed place in
hjs time; other minds and hearts will come forth
for the needs of new conditions.

We all loved and honored Brother Moody,
and pray that his inspiration, his consecration,
his great love for man and God, may be caught
up and carried forward to bless a world.

H. W. THOMAS.
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DWIGHT L. MOODY.

By JOHN V. FARWELL.

I never felt so small as when requested to
give in words, as an observer from its begin-
ning until his translation, some sort of a digest
of Dwight L. Moody’s character.

While lying in his coffin in the Northfield
church, that ghst of wind that opened enough
of one window blind to let in the light of th

sun on his kindly face, suggests to my mjad
that only the mind of God—the only source of
light of life—can measure a mind and heart
aflame with the inspiration of the Almighty,
from whence he drew his power for daily use
in his work.

Environment and want of education under
such a heavenly ray of light, was no obstruc-
tion to his being lifted out of weakness into a
power sufficient to confound the mightiest
men, who had any less communion with God.

Look at yonder dirty pool, too foul for use.
We expect nothing from it to help mankind.

Look again. The sun, with its silent chem-

istry, has in due time drawn it up into heaven’s
9
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10 DWIGHT L. MOODY.

blue, and on the very spot where it cursed the
earth, is a garden of flowers, watered by its
dew drops, and in the heavens above is God’s
rainbow of promise, painted by its mystery of
heivenly art while on its way to earth, to
water that garden of the beautiful, and fields
plowed and planted by man,that the earth may
/bring forth bread for the hungry.

The natural man with his earthly lusts and
passions is that - dirty pool, only needing the
potentialities of heaven’s light and heat tp trans.
form its stagnant elements into the beautiful
and useful.

Mr. Moody was thus transformed by his own
deliberate choice, placing himself under the
hands of the Almighty, to be used in His
vineyard. '

Thus equipped, his works were well done,
and it may be well said of him, “Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord, for their works
do follow them.” &

A mighty man has finished his work on
earth. ' The oldest book in existence records,
“There is a spirit in man, and the inspiration
of the Almighty giveth him understanding.”
Moody'’s spirit—or mental ability—was natur-
ally of a superior order. Had he taken up
politics he would have made an exceptional
statesman. Having taken up with Christ as
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Lord for his life work, the inspiration of the
_ Almighty gave him a power in Christian work
“ second Yo no one in the apostolic succession
from Saints Peter and Paul until December
22d A. D.,/1899, measured by the results of
his ministry, practically surrounding the globe
in its influence, and nearly so in his travels.

The key to the understanding of all this is
that Moody’s body, soul and spirit, by his own
deliberate choice, were consecrated to that
ministry. He once heard a man say, “The
world has yet to see how much one man,
wholly consetrated to God, can accomplish in
this world for Him.” “Then,” said Moody,
“I will be that man, for I can consecrate my all
to Him.” '

He began his work as a mission Sunday-
school drummer, and Trom that graduated in
regular succession into Superintendent of one
of the largest mission Sunday-schools in the
city, President of the Young Men’s Christian
Association, and the world’s exangelist, the
highest office in Christ’s ministry.

When he left a successful business for this
calling, he had accumulated about.$12,000, all
of which was invested in mission enterprises at
the time he was most busy with the work of
the Y. M. C. A. A little prayer meeting™of
threg asked for wisdom to procure a building

¢




12 DWIGHT L. MOODY.

for that association, and in answer Mr. Moody
began and finished thefirst building ever erected
for theuseof a Y. M. C. A.on earth, represent-
ing Christian union,and in his work iMChicago,
after returning from his London misSion, he
raised the money to free it from debt, after
haying been twice burned to the ground, but
for this timely effort of his the present magnifi-
cent temple of the Y. M. C. A. would not be
one of the world’s best material monuments of

Christian unity (for which he stood) that was

ever erected.

The lineal descendants of his first enterprise,
the North Market Hall Mission Sunday-school,
are the Bible Institute and the Chicago
Avenue Church, now filled to its utmost capa-
city twice every Sunday to hear the plain testi-
mony of Jesus, which the angelsaid to John was
“the " spirit of prophecy,” or preaching; and
conversions follow every service, as a rule, and
some times scores and hundreds attend the
second meeting which follows the evening
service.

Being dead, he yet speaks through these in-
stitutions as clearly as did the angels when
they sang “Glory to God in the Highest” and
“On earth Peace and Good Will to Men,” at
the birth of Christ, through whose Life more
abundant now given to men, that song is to be




DWIGHT L. MOODY. 18

perpetuated through the agency of such men
to the end of time.

The meaning of the removal of such work-
men from the harvest field at such a time as this
is beyond our ken, when, instead of one re-
moval a regiment of them seems to be needed for
fields'white for the harvest, and the world one as
it never was before by the power of steam and
electricity, as well-as the power of Christian
civilization in the strongest nations on earth.
Yea, and when there are calls on Moody’s
desk from Europe and America that would re-
quire months, if not years, to fill if he were
here to do it.

Why? God only knows.




LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS.

PAGE.
Dwight L. MOOAY ..o s0cs 0000 vsessonionessnssioes Frontispiece
1o BOWEEY o oovossntinnsstossatssosssintssesssssssotns 20
Moody Family Gathering, 1867...........0 ...coiiiiienns 29
Period Pictures of Mr. Moody.........cooivveerinnnnnnes 39
oy C% e PTG TR T R S RN, SR PO 49
Mr. Moody's Missionary Pony..........coviininiiienennns 59
North-8i00 TabernacI®:...civeiiierieicioirsecrsssnocsee 77
B e R e T L T 87
IOR DD BRDERY . voaonciveenininvanainsihonobosdwovis osoions 07
Mr. Moody's Characteristic Attitude .. ................ v 115
Mr. Moody on a Morning Drive .............ccovviveenns 125
Free Church, Assembly Hall, Edinburgh................ 138
Rahibition Fatl TG . « . cciv e cossssarcimssisseesesine 153
Haymarket Opera House .......c.cccieiiviiinccacensens 171
Characteristic Page from Mr. Moody's Bible............. 182
Farewell Meeting at Glasgow ...........covvvviiinenanns 189
Chicago Avenue Church B A R D SRR 207
Interior of Chicago Church............... e lalore s Tate e aere e e 225
TOS PaapAe TR, (oo nonassninsssightnns sansoome saves 243
The Bible He Preached From........ oo aistos siviore e sloe a'aioin'e 261
Moody Bible Institute..........ccccocevicecicnnisnicanss 279
Bible Institute Library........c.ccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieinaes 297
A Music Lesson, Bible Institute . ........................ 315
Pastor's Study, Chicago Avenue Church ................. 333
Colportage Cottage .. vqevversnrcsensaosesessansenssosas 351
TG POUORATIIY ..o o oo sniie siniss oinniobiog aieise eniers: s eisie eaioie s 367
Congregational Church, Northfield...................... 387
RACIRUR HaN . o ovcoiisnissnins sios sinesaivssssinesses oo 405
Marquand Memorial Hall..............ccovviiiiinnnn.. 423
ML Eorm00 ScHO0L. o . oo st s oo 06 siale olaeis oo s sl s eis.s 441
East Hall, Northfield Seminary ...........cco0vuvvnnn.... 459
Auditorium, Northfield..........cooviiiiiiiiiinennnnnnns 477

Recitation Hall, Northfield.............covviiiniiinnnnn

CHA

II

18




CONTENTS.

CHAPTER. PAGE.
I. Ancestors of Mr. Moody—Statement that every

other Moody family contained a preacher—
Three great Moody's, one in the seventeenth,
one in the eighteenth, and one in the nine-
teenth century...... Lab e BEBENE L Ve b b bnlas bioe

II. Moody's early life—Left to the care of his
mother at four—Eldest brother runs away—
Some early escapades—First trip away from

III. Life in Boston—Gets a place in his uncle's store
—Forced to attend church—His conversion—
Compelled to wait six months before being
admitted to membership

[V. Beginning of his career—Secures employment in
Chicago, and invents new methods of secur-
ing customers—His first Sunday-school—Some
hard experiences

V. President of the Y. M. C. A. for four years—
Agent of the United States Christian Commis-
sion—Comforts the wounded and dying on the
battle-field




16 CONTENTS.
CHAPTER. PAGE.
V1. First meeting with Bliss—Life of the great
singing evangelist—Some of the great songs he
wrote—His end at Ashtabula

Sermons on P. P. Bliss—The great evangelist
praises the dead singer—Corrects reports about
money received from song books

First meeting with Sankey— An attachment
formed which lasts through life—Story of the

' great singer's early days

Side lights on the character of Mr. Moody—His
likes and dislikes—Some men he admired—His
belief in advertising

English visit of Moody and Sankey— Great
awakening in England, Ireland, and Scot-
112-137

The Birmingham meeting—New method of se-
curing attendants is successful—Described by
an English critic

Meetings at Boston—Great gospel campaign at
Brooklyn

Mr. Moody's crisp sayings
Anecdotes

Mr. Moody's Bible—Peculiar manner he had of
marking them—Death of his mother—Connec-
tion with Miss Willard




CONTENTS. 17

CHAPTER. PAGE.

XVL

XXIIL
XXIV.
XXV.
XXVI
XXVIL
XXVIIL
XXIX. |

XXX.

The Kansas City meeting—Beginning of his
illness — He cannot understand his failing
strength

Death of Moody

The last farewell

Eulogies by many ‘eminent men in all parts of
the country, 232-259

Editorial comment—The leading newspapers of
the country discuss his place in history. .,260-277

Memorial expressions by ministers in different
cities, giving condensed accounts of his life and

Last of the group—-Splendid tribute by Dr.
Hillis £

The Northfield schools
Great religious revivals
Revival sermon

Sermon—Faith
Sermon—Repentance

Sermon—Excused




18 , CONTENTS.

CHAPTER.
XXXI. Sermon—Tekel

XXXII. Sermon—No difference
\
XXXIII. Sermon—Grace

XXXIV. Sermon—Come







“THE SOWER.”
“And behold a sower went forth to sow."

Dpdicated to Dwight L. Moody.




CHAPTER L

THE ANCESTORS OF 'MR. MOODY.

Dwight L. Moody descended from a line of min-
isters. It has been said that every other Moody
family contained a preacher. Some of them have
been men of great force and character, and have
made more than a passing impression on New Eng-
land history. The family has been noted for lon-
gevity, and the extent of the literary attainments of
its members; their bold persevering habits; their
spirit of enterprise, their independence of mind and
character, irrespective of the popular will, and for
the similarity and purity of their religious faith. The
average age of seventeen ancestors of Mr. Moody,
ranging from the year 1633 to 1847, was 67 years.

Mr. William Moody, the principal progenitor of
the Moody family in New England, came according
to the best records obtainable, from Wales, in 1633,
wintered at Ipswich, and removed to Newbury with
the first settlers of that place in 1635. Here he was
admitted a Freeman and received a grant of ninety-
two acres of land. Thereisa tradition that he was a
blacksmith by trade, and another that he was a sad-
dler, and it is very probable that he did a little of
both. Itisknown, however, that he was the first per-
sonin New England to adopt the practice of shoeing

oxen to enable them to walk on the ice, and he even
21
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THE ANCESTORS OF MR. MOODY.

acquired the appellation ‘‘The learned black-
smith."’ .

Since the Moody family came to America it has
never lacked an exceptionally great preacher of the
gospel. Joshua belonged to the Seventeenth cen-
tury, Samuel to the Eighteenth, and Dwight to the
Nineteenth.

Rev. Joshua Moodey, a son of William Moody,
although he spelled his name differently, was born
in England in 1633, about a year before his father
came to this country. He received his early educa-
tion at Newbury, and was prepared for admission to
college by Rev. Thomas Parker. He was a grad-
uate of Harvard in 1653, after which he began the
study of divinity and early began to preach. He
began his ministerial labors at Portsmouth, N. H.,
early in the year 1658, at which place he laid the
foundation and eventually gathered the first Con-
gregational church in that place. As a minister he
was considered zealous and faithful and for many
years the church flourished under his pastoral care,
during which time he distinguished himself by his
independent and faithful manner of teaching and
the strictness of his church discipline. Mr. Moodey
became involved in a dispute with Mr. Cranfield,
who was lieutenant-governor of the province, and
who did not like the minister because he thought he
stood in the way of his schemes for personal
aggrandizement. In 1684 a Scotch ketch had been
seized by a collector and carried out of the harbor
in the night. The owner, a member of the church,
swore upon the trial that he had not a hand in send-
ing her away and that he knew nothing about it,
but the circumstances were such that there was
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THE ANCESTORS OF MR, MOODY. 23

strong suspicion that he had perjured himself. He
found means, however, to settle the matter with
Cranfield and the collector, but Mr. Moodey judged
it necessary to do something to vindicate the honor
of his church, so he requested of the Governor
copies of the evidence for the purpose of instityting
an examination. Cranfield ordered the minister to
desist and threatened him with the consequences in
case of refusal, but Moodey would not be intimidated
and preached a sermon upon swearing and, the evil
of false swearing. The Gevernor in order towreak
his vengeance determined to put the uniformity act
into operation; by a statute then in force, ministers
were required to admit to the Lord's Supper all per-
sons who should desire it, who were ‘‘of suitable
years and not vicous.’”’ Cranfield gave notice that
he and several others intended on the following
Sunday to partake of the sacrament. His demand
was not complied with, in consequence of which
Moodey was indicted and imprisoned for thirteen
weeks. After his persecution in Portsmouth he fled
to Boston and was received in open arms by the
members of the First Church. Even while at Ports-
mouth he took a great interest in Harvard college
and succeeded in raising a fund of sixty pounds a
year for seven years to erect a brick building on the
Harvard ground. On the death of President Rog-
ers, July 2, 1684, he was elected his successor, as
president of Harvard College. He modestly declined
the offer, preferring his situation as assistant min-
ister in the First Church. He was a strong oppon-
ent to superstition, was involved in innumerable
arguments and did much in securing the release of
persons who were arrested in Salem and Boston for '
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witchcraft. He went back to Portsmouth in 1692
after many solicitations from his old flock. He died
on the 4th of July, 1697, in the 65th year of his age,
and his funeral sermon was preached by Dr. Cot:
ton Mather.

Rev. Samuel Moody of the First Parish of York,
Maine, was the fourth son of Caleb Moody of New-
bury, and a grandson of William Moody, who came
from England. He was born at Newbury on the
4th of January, 1675, and was a nephew of Rev.
Joshua Moodey. Of his early\life little is known,
but he finished his education at Harvard when he
was twenty-two, and graduated with honors in the
year 1697. The next year he commenced preaching
in York and was regularly ordained, and settled
over the First Parish\in that place in December,
1700, where he continued an eminently useful and
successful minister of the gospel for nearly fifty
years.

He was a man noted for his piety and was greatly
beloved and no less feared by the people of his
charge. He was distinguished alike for his eccen-
tricities, his zeal as a man of God, his remarkable
faith and fervency in prayer, and his uncommon
benevolence. Histories of religion in New England
place him as the equal of any gentleman of the
clergy of that day. Previous to his settlement at
York, the whole town had been destroyed by the
Indians, fifty people having been killed and one
hu?red taken captive.

e petitioned the Earl of Bellemont, who was
then Governor-in-Chief, and through him the council
and representatives of the province assembled in
June, 1699, for a competent maintenance as a chap-
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THE ANCESTORS OF MR. MOODY. 25

lain to the garrison at York, in which position he
had served for upward of a year, and the council
granted him twelve pounds out of the public treas-
ury. :

He was a man of prayer, and remarkable for his
importunity at the throne of grace. An instance
of his power of prayer, is one cited against the
French fleet in 1746. France had fitted out a fleet
with the intention of destroying the British colonies.

¢ This fact was known in this country, and as the col-

onists could not expect any aid from England, of
course they were very much exercised over the
event. Moody had recourse to prayer. He appointed
a day for the purpose, praying against this fleet, and
he brought to view the expressions made use of in
the Scriptures against Sennacherib; ‘“‘Put a hook in
his nose and a bridle in his lips; turn him back again
by the way' that he came, that.he shall not shoot an
arrow here nor cast up a bank; but by the way he
came, cause him to return.’”” By and by the old
gentleman waxed warm and raised his hands and his 4
voice and cried out, ‘‘Good Lord, if thereis no other
way of defeating their enterprise, send a stormi upon
them and sink them in the ship.”” It was found
afterward that not far from that time a tremendous
tempest burst upon that fleet, and foundered many
of them. A remnant of the fleet got into Halifax,
and the commander was so disheartened, thinking
all the rest were lost that he put an end to his own
life, and the second in command did the same, and
the third in command was not competent for the
undertaking. A mortal sickness prevailed among
the survivors, and greo‘ts;“numbers of them laid theijr
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bones in Halifax. They finally packed their all and
went back to France without striking a blow.

His faith was emulated in the Nineteenth century
by his descendant. A story is told of him that he
believed that if he asked the Lord, He would pro-
vide for every living thing. One morning his wife
told him they had nothing for dinner. He replied
that this was nothing to her: what she had to do
was to set the table as usual when the dinner hour
came. ' Accordingly, when the hour came, she set
the table, spread the cloth and put on the plates,
and just.then a neighbor brought in a good dinner
all cooked.

On another occasion Mrs. Moody told him on Sat-
urday morning that they had no wood. ‘‘Well,”’ he
replied, ‘‘T must go into my study and God will pro-
vide for us.”” During the day a Quaker called in
and asked for Mr. Moody. Mr. Moody appeared and
the. Quaker said to him, ‘“Friend Moody, I was
carrying a load of wood to neighbor A. B., and just
as I got opposite thy door my sled broke down, and
if thee will accept of the wood, I will leave it here."’
‘Mr. Moody told him it was very acceptable as he
was entirely out.

His daughter, who lived in Massachusetts, told of
the time when her father was officiating in the pul-
pit of her husband, who was a minister. At the
time great ravages were being made by the canker
worm, which well-nigh destroyed everything green.
On Sunday morning when-they went to the meet-
ing house, the canker worms were so numerous that
one could scarce set down his foot without crugshing
them by the score. Mr. Moody’s text was from
Mal. iii: 2, *‘I will rebuke the devourer for your
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THE ANCESTORS OF MR. MOODY. P 1]

sakes.” ~ As he warfiled up he seemed filled with a
sort of prophetic fire and appealed to his hearers as
follows: ‘‘Brethren, here is the promise of God.
Do you believe it? Will you repose full confidence
in it? I believe it and feel an assurance in my soul
that God will bring it to pass.”’

It was noticed that when the service, which was
long, had been finished, the destoyer had disap-
peared. Not one of the insects that had been so
multitudinous was seen around. Historians say
thdt they were seen lying dead in little windrows
on the shore of the creek, which ran through the
town. o

In another particulgr the modern Evangelist
emulated his distinguished ancestor. The latter
refused to receive a stipulated salary, but rather
chose to live on the voluntary contributions of the
people. It has been said that he literally knew not
anything that he possessed. In one of his sermons
he mentioned that he had been supported for twenty
years in a way most pleasing to him, and that he
had been under no necessity of \gpending one hour
in a week in care for the world. Yet he was some-
times reduced to want, though his confidence in
God never failed him.

His benevolence was unbounded. His wife, as
well as others, thought he was too lavish of his little,
when anyone applied to him for assistance in dis-
tress. To put a check upon his liberality and give
him time to consider, she made him a new purse,
but when she had put the change into it she tied the
strings into several knots, so that he might have
time for reflection while untying them. Not long
after this a jpoor person asked him for alms. He
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took out his purse and attempted to untie the

strings, but finding it difficult, he told the person he

believed the Lord intended he should give him the

whole, so he gave the purse and change together.

The old lady’s experiment on this occasion was'
rather a losing one.

Once when he was going to Boston to attend a
great convention or conference, he saw a poor man
in the hahds of the officers, who were taking him
to jail for debt. Father Moody inquired the amount
for which he was to be imprisoned, and found that he
had sufficient to defray the debt, which he immedi-
ately did;~and the poor man was liberated. He then
turned to one of his Elders who accompanied him
and said that he must depend upon him to bear the
expense of the journey, as he had nothing left.
The Elder ventured respectfully to question the
propriety and prudence of his conduct in thus ren-
dering himself so dependent, but the old clergyman
‘replied: ‘‘Elder, does not the Bible asy, ‘Cast thy
bread upon the.waters and thou shalt find it after
many days?’ "’ Towards evening they reached the
city and the talent and piety of Boston came out
upon Bostop Common to see the famous Father
Moody. The Elder related the morning adventure
and after they had retired to their lodgings, a
waiter brought Father Moody a sealed packet. He
opened it and found it contained the precise sum
which he had given to the poor man in the morning.
He turned to the Elder and exclaimed: ‘‘I cast my
bread upon the waters in the morning and behold
it is returned to me in the evening."

His aptness for quofing and applying Scripture
was known to be proverbial, = He had a habit when
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performing table service, of quoting some passage
of Scripture descriptive of the food provided; one
of his parishoners desired to know what he could
find in the Bible to suit Shell-fish, and provided a
dinner of clams and invited Mr. Moody to dine with
him. In returning thanks after the refreshment,
he blessed the Lord that he not only furnighed sup-
plies from the produvce of the fields and flocks and
herds, but permitted them to ‘‘suck of the\abund-
ance of the seas and of the treasures hid in\ the
sand."”’

He was an extremely éccentric old fellow and
numerous anecdotes are related on this particular
phase of his character. At a certain time his church
got .into difficulty. At a church meeting, finding
it difficult to get along, they concluded by his advice
to adjourn for a season and pray for light and direc-
tion. On the next Sabbath, Mr. Moody preached
from the following text: 2 Chron. xx: 12. ‘‘Neither
know we what to do, but our eyes are upon Thee."’
After some introductory remarks, he stated this for
his doctrine: ‘“When a person or people are in such
a situation that they know not what to do, they
should not do they know not what, but their eyes
should be unto the Lord for direction."’

On another occasion ‘while the old gentleman was
on a journey to the Western part of Massachusetts,
he called on a brother minister one Saturday, with
a view to spending the Sabbath with.him if agree-
able. The man appeared very glad to see him and
said: ‘I should be very glad to have you stop and
preach with me to-morrow, but I feel almost ashamed
to ask you.”' ‘‘Why, what is the matter?’’ said Mr.
Moody. *‘Our people have got into such a habit of
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going out before the meeting is closed, that it seems
to be an imposition upon a stranger.’’ ‘‘If that is
all, I must and will stop and preach for you,’" was
Mr. Moody's reply. When the Sabbath day came,
and Mr. Moody had opened the meeting and named
his text, he looked around on the assembly and said:
““My hearers, I am going to speak to two sorts of
folks to-day, saints and sinners. Sinners, I am
going to give you your portion first, and I would
have your good attention.’”” When he had preached
to them as long as he thought best, he paused and
said: ‘‘There, sinners, I have done with you now;
you take your hats and go out of the meeting house
as soon as you please.’”’ But they tarried and heard
him through.

He was remarkably successful as a minister, and
many revivals were held in his church during his
ministry, and it is said to have contained between
300 and 400 members when he left it. His greatest
revival, perhaps, wasin 1741. The exact number he
affiliated with his church will perhaps never be
known, as the records were destroyed when the
church was burned the next year.

The old man had as his guest that year the Rev.
George Whitefield, the celebrated young minister,
whose talents and fervent piety drew from the con-
gregation to which he preached the strongest
expressions of praise.

In 1745, two years before his death, he accompa-
nied the American army as chaplain of the celebrated
Cape Breton expedition. The old man, when Louis-
burg was taken, shouldered an ax and went up to
the images in the churches and actually cut them
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down, as he had told his friends he would when he
left home.

He published several books, among which were
““The Doleful State of the Damned, especially Such
as go to Hell from under the Gospel," ‘‘Judas, the
Traitor, Hung up in Chains to give Warnings to
Professors that they Beware of Worldlimindedness
and Hypocrisy; a Discourse concluding with a Dia-
logue,”’ ‘A Sermon Preached to Children After
Catechizing in the Town of York (Me.) July 23,
1721, ‘‘The Way to Get out of Debt, and the Way
to Keep out of Debt.”

Critics who have read these books declare that
they compare well with those of Baxter.

He died at the age of ninety, and the family were
assembled in the room at the time, his son Joseph
sitting behind him on the bed, holding him up in his
arms. When he had ceased to breathe, the people in
the room began to remark that he was gone, and his
son exclaimed in a loud voice: ‘‘And Joseph shall
put his hands upon thine eyes.”” He then put his
hands around and closed his eyes, and laid the life-
less body back on the bed.

His remains lie buried in the common burying

place near the meeting house in York, and on his
tombstone is this inscription: ‘‘For his farther char-'

acter read Corinthians, 3d Chapter, and first six
verses."’ '

.




- CHAPTER L

MOODY'S EARLY LIFE.

Dwight Lyman Moody was born in the town of
. Northfield, Mass., February s5th, 1837. He was the
sixth child of Edwin Moody and Betsy Holton, who

were married January 3, 1828. Nine children in

all blessed the union of this couple, seven being sons

and two daughters. - The homestead consisted of .

several acres of typical Massachusetts land, most of
which was of a stony charaster, and covered by a
mortgage. The father tilled his acres in their season
and at other times worked at his trade as a stone-
mason. According tothe best accounts, he was not
a successful business man, and the latter part of his
life, as his family increased, was burdened with
debts. His crushed spirit and business reverses
caused his death after a few hours’ illness. Dwight
was then only four years old, but the shock of that
death ;,made an impression upon him which he de-
clared he had never forgotten. The death of the

father was followed soon after by the birth of a twin .

boy and girl. Thus Mrs. Moody was burdened with
the care of a large family, the eldest of whom was
"only fifteen years. The old puritan idea, coupled
with a mother’s love, made her anxious to keep her
brood together, and she bravely set about caring for

them all, and contrived to have each of the little
/ 34
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MOODY'S EARLY LIFE. 8

hands earn something toward their support. They
were taught to till the garden #nd do odd jobs for
the neighbors. She was a strict Unitarian of the old
school, a creed much different from that professed
in that denomination in latter days. She was a firm
believer in the Bible and its teachings, and drew
therefrom the inspiration to make the life of her
children dearer to the great Creator. It was her
daily task and pleasure to teach them a little Bible
lesson, and the Sabbath morning found them wend-
ing their way to the church service and Sunday
school. :
The eldest of the children was a boy of rugged
mien who had an inclination to break away from his
mother's apron strings. He had read the literature
of the plains, and wandered off into the world, as he
thought, to seek a fortune. This was one of the
great sorrows of the Moody family. The mother
never lost hope; she was ever praying for the return
of her boy. As.time went on, the preparations for
his home-coming were added to year by year. This
was especially true of Thanksgiving time, a festival
dear to the hearts of all New Englanders. For
years no tidings of the wandering boy reached the
mother; night after night her sleep was disturbed
by a dread vision of him lying somewhere in the
great cold world; perhaps.suffering, while she had
enough for comfort. She was constantly sending
to the little postoffice for a letter; sometimes two
or three times a day. She never stated that she
expected a letter from ‘‘him’'—it was not necessary
that she should do so, as the children learned by
instinct that he was constantly in her mind. By
common consent, his name was never mentioned,
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except in the mother's prayer, and then, when in
the family circle, only by inference.

Years afterward, when the widow was getting
old and the gray was, replacing the black in her
hair and she had almost given up hope of ever see-
ing the lost one, a scene took place which changed
her sorrow into joy.

In the dusk of a New England summer evening,
a long-bearded stranger approached the humble
home and stood upon the porch gazing in the open
door with eager eyes. He had passed through the
village, looking to the right and left for familiar
faces and familiar scenes. He had wandered in the
village churchyard and visited the grave of his
father, to learn if there was another beside it. The
widow came to the door and bid the stranger in.
The old eyes which had watched so long for his com-
ing did not know him now. He was only a lank
boy when he ran away, now he is a big sun-burned
and whiskered man.

The stranger did not move or speak in response
to her invitation. He bowed his head and stood
there reverently and humble in the presence of her
whose love he had slightéd and whose heart-strings
he had almost broken. The sense of.his ingrati-
tude,.and the memory of devotion and years of
anxiety which were plainly stamped on that
mother's face, caused the tears to run from his
eyes. These tears were the means by which his
mother recognized him.

“I cannot come in,’’ said the son, ‘““until my
mother has forgiven me."’

It may be surmised that he did not stand out very
long. It did not take that mother many seconds to
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he knew but little.
school days, said:

“I remember, when a boy, I used to go in a cer-
tain school in New England, where we had a quick-
tempered master who always kept a rattan.
was, ‘If you don't do this, and you don't do that,
I'll punish you.” ‘I remember many times of this
rattan being laid upon my back. I think I can

MOODY'S EARLY LIFE.

get her arms around the neck of that prodigal child.
She had forgotten the sorrow of years, in the joy
of seeing him once again.

The Pastor of the Unitarian church where the
Moodys worshiped was the Rev. Mr. Everett, and
he was a faithful friend of the widow and her large
They were on his regular visit-
ing list and he was constantly cheering them with
pleasant words. It was he who settled the quarrels
among the boys; it was he who gave them bright
pieces of silver urging them to good deeds; it was
he who bid the mother to keep on praying.

At one time the great evangelist. was taken into
his home when but a mite of a boy, to run errands
in the Pastor’'s household. He was a vigorous lad
and was familiar with all the pranks known to all
the urchins of that period. The good minister’s
patience was sorely tried on many occasions, but
his jolly good-nature stayed the use of the rod.

The old minister had quite an influence with the
boy, but it was not nearly so far-reaching as that of
his mother. She was almost the only one who
could command implicit obedience.
time young Moody attended the village school; but
at that period of his existence he had little desire
for learning, and at the end of his six or seven terms
Mr. Moody, in speaking of his

In the winter

It
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almost feel it now. He used to rule that school by
the law. But after a while there were some parents
who were in favor of controlling the school by love.
A great many said you can never do that with
those unruly boys, but after some talk it was at
last decided to try it. I remember how we thought
of the good time we would have that winter when
the rattan would be out of the school. We thought
we would then have all the fun we wanted; I re-
member who the teacher was—it was a lady—and
she opened the school with prayer. We hadn’t seen
it done before and we were impressed, especially
when she prayed that she might have grace and
strength to rule the school with love. Well, the
school went on for several weeks and we saw no
rattan, but at last the rules were broken, and I
think I was the first boy to break them. She told
me to wait till after school and then she would see
me. I thought the rattan was coming out sure,
and stretched myself up in warlike attitude. After
school, however, I didn't see the rattan, but she sat
down by me and told me how she loved me, and
how she had prayed to be able to rule that school
by love, and concluded by asking me if I loved her
to try and be a good boy. Her pleading reached
my heart, and I never after caused her trouble."
Mr. Moody, one time, when talking of his early
childhood, said that before he was four years old,
the first thing he remembered was-the death of his
father; that he had been in business and failed, and
that soon after his death the creditors came in and
took everything. He said it seemed that one calam-
ity after another came along and swept over the
entire household; the coming of the twins in a

-
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MOODY'S EARLY LIFE. 41

month after the death of the father, the rapacity of
the creditors, and the illness of the mother, together
with the demoralized state of the farhily, rendered
the household anything but a congenial home. It
was at this tinte that the elder son became'a wan-
derer.

Another incident of Mr. Moody’s boyhood days is
related by him as follows: ‘‘I was jn a field one day y
with a man who was hoeing. He was weeping,
and he told me a strange story, which I have never ,
forgotten. - He sai@ that when he left home, his
mother gave him this text, ‘Seek first the Kingdom
of God,' but he paid no heed to it. He said when
he got started in life, and his ambition to get money
was gratified, it would be time enough’then to seek
the Kingdom of God. He went from one town to an-
other and got nothing to.do. When Sunday came, he
went into the village €hurch and what was his great
surprise to hear the minister give out the text, ‘Seek
first the Kingdom of God." He said the text went
down to the bottom of his heart, but thought it was’

-but his mother's prayer following him, and that
some .one must have written to that minister about
him. He felt very uncomfortable, and when the
meeting was over, he could not get that sermon out
of his mind. _He went awayto another village, and
at the‘,end*of the week, went into another church,
and he heard the minister give out the same text,
*Seek first the Kingdom of God.” He felt sure this
time that it was'the prayers of his mother, but he
said calmly and deliberately, ‘No, I will first get
wealth.” He said he went on, and did not go into a
“church for\a few months, but the first place of wor-
ship he did g6 into, he heard the third minister
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preach a sermon from the same text. He tried to |
stifle his féelings, he tried to get the sermon out of
his mind, and he resolved that he-would keep away
from church altogether. For a few years, he
never entered a church door. ‘My mother died,’
he said, ‘and the text keépt coming into my mind,
and I said,"‘I will try to become a Chyistian.” '’ The
tears rolled ‘down his cheeks as he said, ‘I could
not. No sermons ever touched mg¢. My heart is
as hard as stone.” I could not understand what it
was all about; it was fresh to me then. I went to
Boston and got converted, and the first thought that
came to me was about this man. When I went
home, I asked my mother about him. She said they
had taken him to an insane asylum, and to every
one who went there-he pointed with his finger up-
ward, and told him to seek first the Kingdom of -
God. I went to see him, and I found him in a rock-
ing-chair, with a vacant, idiotic look upon him. As
soon as he saw me, he pointed to me and said:
‘Young man, seek first the Kingdom oi God.*
Reason had gone, but the text was there."”

One of Mr. Moody’s brothers was employed in a °
store at Greenfield, a'short distance from the family
home, and it was so lonesome there for him that he
wanted young Dwight to be near him for company.
So when he came home one cold Saturday night in
the month of November, he told the boy that he had
a place for him. Dwight didn't want to go, but
after the matter was talked over by the family, he
decided that the next morning he would visit the
man, and if thg' gonditions were to ‘his liking, he
might accept the place. In one of his sermons, Mr.
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Moody tells that incident. He said that the brothers
started off in the early morning, and when they got
to the top'of the hill, they ldoked back at the home,
and he thought that this would be the last time that
he would ever see it, and he cried as if his heart
would break. This he continued until he arrived
at Greenfield. There his brother introduced him to
an old man who was so old that he could not milk
his cows and 4o the chores, and young Dwight was
to run his errands and go to school. Mr. Moody
said that. he looked at the old man, and thought
that he was cross, and that he looked at his wife,
and thought that she was crosser than‘the old man.
He said' that when he had stayed there an hour, it

seemed like a week, and then he weént around to his
brother and said:

“I am going home."’

"“What are you going home for?"’ asked his
brother.

“I am homesick,’’ Dwight said.

*‘Oh, well, you will get over it in a few days."’

“I never will, I don’t want to,”’ said the boy.

““You will get lost if you start home now, it is
getting dark."

Dwight was frightened then, as he was only about
ten years old, and he said, ‘‘I will go at daybreak
to-morrow morning. "’

His brother then took him to a shop window
where they had some jack-knives, and jew's-harps
and dolls, and other things that boys are supposed
to like, with the idea of diverting his mind, but what
did the lonesome boy care for those old jack-knives,
or jew's-harps, or dolls? He wanted to get back
home to his mother and b;r'bthers. It seemed as

(
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though his heart was breaking. All at once his
brother said:. ’

"“Dwight, here comes a man that will give you a
cent."’ ¢

‘““How do you know he will?” the boy asked.

‘Oh, he gives every new boy that comes to town
a cent, ' said his brother =

Dwight brushed away his tears, for he would not
have him see that he had been crying, and he got
right in the middle of the sidewalk, where he could
not help but see him, and kept his eyes right upon
him. He always remembered how that old man
looked as he came tottering down the sidewalk. He"
rempembered the bright, cheerful, sunny face.
When the man tame opposite to where he was, he
stopped, took Dwight's hat off, put his hand on his
head and said to his brother:

‘“This boy is new in town, isn’'t he?"”

“Yes, sir, he has just come to-day,’” said his
brother. . :

Young Moody watched to see if he would put his
hand into his pocket; he was thinking of that cent.
The old man began to talk to him so kindly that he
soon forgot all about it. He told him the story of God
and His only Son, and how wicked men had killed
Him, and how He had died for all. He talked only
five minutes, but he had him fascinated, and then
he put his hand into his pocket, and took out a brand
new cent, a copper that looked just like gold. This
-he gave him, and the boy thought it svas gold, and
he held it very tight. He never felt so rich before.
“‘I do not know what became of that cent,’’ he said
in speaking of the affair. ‘‘I have always regretted
that I did not keep it, but I can feel the pressure of

“
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MOODY'S EARLY LIPE. i

that old man’s hand upon my head to this day.
Fifty years have rolled away, and I can hear those
kind words ringing yet. I shall never forget the
act. He put the cent at usury, and that cent has
cost me a great many dollars, -’ ’

Mr. Moody used to tell astory in which he related
how he and the other boys in the neighborhood, in
the spring of the year, when the snow had melted
away from the New England hills, would take a
piece of glass, and hold it up to the warm rays of
the sun, and that these rays would strike through
the glass, and set the woods and grass on fire, and
that these escapades caused the neighbors much

_trouble and anxiety.

Mr. Moody said that when he was a boy, his
mother used to send him out to get a birch stick to
whip him with, when it was necessary that he be
punished, which was quite often: = He said that at
first he used to stand off- from the rod as far as he

could, but that he soon learned that the whipping~

hurt him more that way, and so after that he-always
went as near his mother as he could, and found that
she could not strike him so hard.

He said that among the other things which he did
on the farm, was the hoeing of corn, and that he
used to hoe it so badly in order to get over as much
ground as he could, that at night he had to put down
a stick so as to know next morning where he had
left off.

Mr. Moody said he had little faith in prayer in his
boyhood days, but that faith came to him in the fol-
lowing manner. He was creeping under a heavy
fence, and it fell down and caught him, so that he
could not get away. He struggled until he was
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quite exhausted, and then began tocry for help, but
he was so far from any house no one heard him.
He then began to think that he should have to die
away up there on the mountain all alone, but then
he happened to remember that maybe God would
help him, and so he asked Him, and he said that he
was greatly surprised to see that he could lift the
rails so easily. : :

It was at the earnest entreaty of his mother that
in the latter part of his school days, he attempted
to do some hard studying. His last ternf at school
was in the winter of his seventeenth year, but his
resolution to gain a little knowledge came so late,
that although he studied very hard, it availed him
little.

Whatever religious impressions he had felt in .
childhood, seemed to have been covered out of sight,
and he grew up to be a young man with no other
piety in him than the love of his mother and a
sturdy determination to be an honest and successful
man. He was endowed with a determination that
he would succeed somehow, and -his deficiencies in
education were over-balanced by a bold push aided
by a ready wit, which carried him over many diffi-
culties, before which a wiser but less courageous
boy would have quailed in despair.
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CHAPTER IIL

-

LIFE IN BOSTON.

Young Moody at the age of seventeen left North:
field with his'mother’s permission to seek employ-
ment. H€ first went to Clinton, where he had a
brother \ﬁho was a clerk in a store, but finding noth-
ing therg to suit him, he pushed on to Boston. His
uncle, Samuel Holton, a successful merchant of Bos- -
ton, had yisited the old home a little while before,
and Dwight had asked him for a place in his boot
and shoe'store. The uncle, knowing what a wild
young colt he was, had refused, fearing to take him
to a great city, where the chances were that he

" would go straight to ruin. But the young man was

determined to show his uncle that he could find, or
make a place for himself without, help from any
one. Accordingly, much to that excellent gentle-
man’s surprise, his nephew one day made his
appearance in his store, not to ask for a place but
just as a visitor.

His uncle, Lemuel, a younger brother of his
mother, lived in Boston, and at his house young
Moody was made welcome. He at once began to look
for a situation, but did not succeed véry well. The
odor and the air of the farm were upon him; the
touch of the mountain breezé was still in his cheeks,
and these distinguished him from the dwellers in

47
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LIFE IN BOSTON.

the city. His clothes were not of the fashionable
cut of the day. In some places they were shiny;
in others, seedy, and his trousers bagged at the knee.
At this time he was so unfortunate as to inherit a big
boil on his neck, which forced his head to rest on
one side, and gave him a comical, if not a grotesque
appearance, and of course this did not help his pros-
pects for obtaining a situation.

At the end of a week he was much disgusted, but
not discouraged; he began to think that nobody in
Boston appreciated him, and he did have a very fair
idea of his own worth. - He came to the conclusion
that he must move on, and he picked upon New
Yor\ as the place to which he thought it would be

4

well to go. All his money was gone, and he knew *

that he must make the journey on foot, if he went
at all, as he had nothing which he could sell to raise
more funds. His uncle Lemuel asked him if he had
called upon his uncle Samuel for aid to a situation.

‘“No,’" said Dwight, ‘‘he knows that I arn looking
for a place, and he may help me or’ not just as he
pleases.”’

His pride, however, was beginning to bend just a
little, but it was by no means ready to break. He
was adrift in a world which seemed to care for him
no more than the ocean waves care for a floating
piece of cork wood. His uncle Lemuel thought it
might be well to give the young man some advice,
so he gave him a good fatherly talk. He told him
that his self-will was greatly in his way, and that
modesty was sometimes as needful as courage,and
suggested that his uncle Samuel ‘would no doubt be
glad to do something for him, if he should show
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himself a ittle more willing to be governed by peo-
ple who were older and wiser than himself.

Acting upon this advice, he was kindly received
by his uncle Samuel, who consented to give him a
place as a salesman in his store upon the following
conditions: : ,

That he was to board at some place to be selected
by his uncle. .

That he was not to be out in the. streets after
night, or go to places of amusement, which his
uncle did not approve.

That he was regularly to attend the Mount Ver-
non (Congregational) church and Sunday-school.

His uncle was a successful business man. He,
too, had come to Boston in his youth, and knew of
the snares and temptations to which a young man
was subjected, and he was satisfied that if young
Dwight would adhere strictly to the code he had laid
down for him, that he would succeed. He had for
many years been a member of the Mount Vernon
church, and. he knew that the young man would be
sure to find there good companions, a thing which
he considered of vital importance. - To the three

conditions above enumerated, a general one was
added, which was that Dwight was to be governed
by the judgment of his uncle rather than his own;
or, in other words, that he was to give due obedi-
ence to his superiors.

Young Moody was in such a state of mind, and
was so thankful for the aid which his uncle had
offered him, that he readily agreed to all of the con-
ditions, and to his credit, it may be said that he
kept them faithfully. A home was found for him in -
a Christian family, who lived in humble style, but
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the moral atmosphere was such that it more that
compensated f6r any lack of bodily comforts. A
feeling natural to one in his condition, sprung up in
the breast of young Moody, and that was that the
people with whom he came in contact in his church
and business life felt that they were just a/little hit
better than*he. He saw that he had neglected his
opportunities in the country school, and that his
meagre education had not fitted him to shine in cul-
tivated society. For a time he was unhappy, but he
steadily held to his purpose of conquering a place
for himself in the world, and he felt sure of ultimate
success.

He was a sharp, shrewd boy, a keen.observer of
man and things, even at that ‘early age, and was
possegsed after a short time, with a judgment rare
in a boy who had been raised under such environ-
ments. What he lacked in knowledge he made up
in shrewd guessing, and within three months after -
he entered the store of his uncle, he was the best
salesman in the house. His idea of business was a
struggle with mankind, out of which the hardest
heads and the sharpest wits were sure to come with
the largest influence and the longer purse. His
uncles were quiet men and conservative. Dwight
was opposed to silence and conservatism. Their
ideas were not his ideas, although their aim may
have been the same. They were slow and method-
ical; he was brusque, impulsive and aggressive.
He had a high sense of what he thoyght was right,
and was quick to resent what he deemed any attack
upon his honor. These little tempests of passion
soon passed away, however. It may be imagined
that this peculiar characteristic of the young man
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sofietimes created consternation in the conservative
old business house, and it required splendid diplo-
matic ability on the paft of the superiors to keep
peace among the inferiors.

The church which his uncle required him toattend
was Congregational in its character, and was one of
the most orthodox and efcellent in all-that section
of the country. Its pastor, Dr. Kirk, was a man of
magnificent physique, of great _knowledge, of cap-
tivating manners, and great oratorical powers. He
was such a man as would naturally draw to him a
character such as that of young Moody. No ordi-
nary preacher would have been able to have done
this. Young Dwight saw in this minister a man
who was a success.

Mr. Edward Kimball was the teacher of the Bible
class, in which he was placed in the Sunday-school.
His first visits to the class were by reason of his
agreement with his uncle, but it was with evident
weariness and impatience that he listened to the
lessons and explanations. The teacher stated in
speaking of the affair in after years that he did not
seem to be able to get hold of the young man, and
that he even felt that he was failing to interest him,
but that one Sunday, the lesson happened to be
about Moses, and that he noticed that the young
boy listened with considerable attention, and was
at last so interested as to actually ask a question,
the first remark he had made. The teacher receiyed
the question with much favor, and enlarged upon it
much to the youth’s satisfaction. The boy soon
began to take an interest in his teacher, but his dis-
like for the Sunday-school and the church seemed
to be growing. It seemed to him that the people
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were so rich, so proud and so pious, that they lived
in a different world from his. The youth of his age
wore better clothes, and spent a great deal of money,
and he felt that he could not imitate them. There-
fore, he considered himself a victim of misfortune,
and had a.habit of revenging himself, as many peo- -
ple do under like circumstances, by denouncing his
more fortunate fellow creatures for their pride. It
was not long, however, before the spirit of God be-
gan to make itself manifest in his soul. His heart
gradually began to soften. He thought often of
the lessons taught him by his mother, and he began
again to pray the Lord to help him to be good. One
-day his Sunday-school teacher came to him in his
place of business, and putting his hand kindly upon
his shoulder, inquired if he would not give his heart
to Christ. The question awakened hiin, and he be-
gan to seek the Savior in earnest, and in a little while
he began to feel that he had been converted. Years
afterward, he used to say: ‘‘I can feel the touch of
that man’s hand on my shoulder yet."” He carried
into his religion the same enthusiasm that he used
in his business, and he soon began to speak in the
ameetings of the church, telling what God had done
for his soul, and sometimes adding a piece of ex-
hortion, which was not always flattering to the ele-
gant believers around him, and which was many
times received with disfavor.

It is related that one good lady, a member of the
congregation, one of those prim, stately old New
England damsels, who doubtless traced her ancestry
back to the Mayflower pilgrims, called upon his
uncle Samuel, and requested that he advise the
young man to remain silent until he should become
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more able to edify the meetings. His uncle r¢plied
that he was glad his nephew had the courage to
profess his faith in such présence, and declined to
put anything in his way.

In the course of time, he made application to be
received into the Mount Vernon church, and went
before the deacons to b& examined as to his faith
and doctrine. His early training in religious mat-
ters had been in a general way. He had not been
taught the catgghism of any creed. His mother was
a believer in"the Bible, and explained it according
to her light without reference to any particular sect.
Thus it was that when he came to pass the strict
doctrinal examination, he found himself illy quali-
fied.” There was nothing lacking in his faith, but
his doctrine was lamentably weak. Orthodox the-
ology had made little impression upon him. He
was completely at sea on the questions propounded
to him by the deacons, but he was familiar with his
duty-to Christ, to the church and the world, and he
was willing and anxious to do it. The deacons did
not take kindly to this kind of theology. In those
days, doctrine was one of the great things neces-
sary to a man's salvation, and he who had not doc-
trinal points at the end of his tongue, was not, in
their judgment, considered a fit candidate for full
church membership. They wanted the young man
to succeed, they wanted him to become a member of
their church, but they could not see their way clear
to accepting him at that time. They, therefore,
proposed to put him on probation. This the young-
man accepted, and continued his heavenward course,
meanwhile imbibing a number of the doctrinal
points, After a time, he made a second. applica-
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tion, and at the May communion, in the year 1855,
he was received into the church. Some years
afterward, Dr. Kirk, the pastor, was in Chicago,
and heard the young man preach, stayed at his
house, preached in his pulpit, and conversed with
the people about him, and when he réturned East,
he called upon Moody’s uncle Samuel, and said to
him:

‘“We ought to be ashamed of ourselves. There is

that young Moody, whom we thought did not know
enough to be in our church and Sunday-school, ex-
ercising a greater influence for Christ than any other
man in the great Northwest."
_ Mr. Moody never forgot the kind help of his
teacher, Mr, Kimball. He claimed it as one of the
sweetest experiences of his life when he had become
" a successful evangelist. Many years after, when
Mr. Moody was holding some meetings in Boston, a
young man came to him after the service and intro-
duced himself as the son of Mr. Kimball Mr.
Moody was, of course, delighted to see him, and at
once inquired if he was a Christian. The young
man answered that he was not. TR

““How old are you?'’ asked Mr. Moody.

‘‘Seventeen,’’ replied the young man.

“Just my age,’'’ said Mr. Moody, ‘‘wheam your
father led me to the Savior, and that was just sev-
enteen years ago .this very day. Now, I want to
pay him by leading his son to Christ.”

The young man was deeply impressed. They
went into a pew together, Mr. Moody prayed with
him, and received his promise to give his heart to
Christ. Soon afterward, he received a letter from
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his old teacher, in which he said that his son had
found peace in believing.

Mr. Moody carried his business push into the
. church, and Dr. Kirk was many times obliged to
put an extinguisher on the young man, who always
wanted to falk. He reminded one of a steam-engine
in his enthusiasm, . His conversion seemed to force
him to want to-do something more than was being
done in the church. He could not understand that
a man could be a conservative %hristian. He
thought that he must always be fighting sin in
whatever guise he found it. He believed that the
old bones needed rattling up. He wanted to set the
church members to working, but they did not take
kindly to innovations. He began to think that a
change of scene was what he needed. He had heard
and read much of the West, and he believed that
there he would have better opportunities for fulfill-
ing his business aspirations, and a freer range for
his religious convictions. So, in 1856, in the month
of September, he left Boston, and a few days later
arrived in Chicago.




CHAPTER 1V.

BEGINNING OF HIS CAREER.

When Mr. Moody atrived in Chicago, he carriec
letters of introduction to a number of merchantsin
the boot and sh-e line, this being the only class of
business with which he was familiar, he had little
trouble in securing a situation with a-Mr. Wiswall.
He conducted a flourishing store ol Lake Street.
The young Yankee soon made his influence felt,
there was a hustle about him which pleased his
employer and caused his fellow clerks to look on in -
astonishment. He earned every cent of salary that
was paid him and it was raised more than once in
a fey years in ‘which he remained in the business.
He introduced new ideas constantly. In those days
it was the habit of clerks to sit around and read the
papers when no customers were within, this young
Moody never did. If no buyers appeared at the
store he went out after them, he beat about the
hotels, depots and other places where he was likely
to fall in with merchants from the country. When
he found them he had a faculty of persuading them
that the goods which he sold were far superior in
every- respect .to the goods sold by other people in
the same line of business, and that the methods and
business integrity of his firm was the superior of
all. - It is the general impression of all who knew

his early prospects, that if he had devoted his
58




MR. MOODY'S MISSIONARY PONY.

The animal was a familiar sight in the streets, being used by Mr. Moody in visiting the sick and in looking up
scholars for his Sunday-school in Chicago in the early days,
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life to business he would have become one of
the recognized commercial men of the United
States, and perhiaps one of its wealthiest merchants.
His enterprise, organizing powers and financial
ability were recognized and remarked upon at all
times. His friends tried in every way to persuade
him to stick to a mercantile career, but he was not
to be turned from his decision to devote his life to
the saving of souls. No better evidence of Mr.
Moody's business ability can be cited than the suc-
cessful operation of the splendid settlement of
schools at Northfield, and of the Bible Institute and
its attendant features here in Chicago.

One of the first acts of Mr. Moody, when he
removed to the West, was to join the First:Congre-
gational Church of Chicago, and to hire therein not
one but four pews, he had determined that any
money which he received for his services, and which
was not necessary to the support of his mother and
her family in Northfield, and not necessary for the
defraying of slight expenses necessary for hig own
support, should be applied to the spreading of the
gospel, he believed that as he gave so would he
prosper, that he could do more good for himself and -
for others by giving a quarter instead of a tenth of
his income to Christ, so that one of th® things that
he did with his surplus income was to expend it in
this unique manner of hiring four pews in a church,
Having secured the pews, {the next thing was to fill
them, this, however, was not a difficult task. He
went into the highways and by-ways and brought in
the seum of the earth. Some of the good aristo-
cratic church members did not fancy this sort of
evangelism, but the minister was a godly man and
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believed that this young parishoner was on the right
track. This work, however, was too slow for this
Yankee enthusiast, he wanted to fill the church, but
as that was not to be thought of, he must find some
other method of satisfying his ambition for work.

He applied for the position of the teacher of one
of the Mission Sunday-schools, and was informed
that the school was well supplied. They said, how-
ever, if he could bring in his own class, they would
certainly not object to his teaching them and that
he would be given the best of support. Theg inti-
mated to him that it was not teachers that they
wanted, but scholars, that it was not much trouble
to find teachers, the trouble vYas to find some one to
teach.

On the next Sunday the new candidate for teach-
er's honors, appeared with a procession of eighteen
as ragged, rowdy, barefooted lot of young ‘‘hood-
lums’’ as ever crossed the threshold® of a place of
worship. He had found his vocation, he was in his
element and he knew it at once. This must be his
life work. He became the church recruiting officer
in all the missions and Sunday-schools in the town.
He did not neglect his business, that went on the
same as before, his energy seemed almost tireless,
he worked hard all day in his business relations and
spent the evenings’ and Sunday working for souls,

The commerce of Chicago in those days was
largely transported by ships, and the busy docks
was consequently a meeting place for the toughest
characters, and he was to be seen in the lowest parts
of a great city among them, spreading tracts, and
offering consolation, many times to be rebuffed,
entreating men to give up their vicious practiccs
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and tyrn their attention in future to the great truths
taught\in the Scriptures.

It was not long before Mr. Moody established a

ission Sunday-school of his own. He saw that a
grge territory on the north side of the river was not
looked after by Christian people, so he rented a
deserted saloon, the only available room to be had at
that time, which stood near the North Side Market.
The location was admirable for his purpose. It was
surrounded by fully 200 saloons and gambling dens,
and the streets, alleys and tenements swarmed with
men, women and children. His previous scout work
had made him acquainted with the habits of these
people and he did not fear but that he could soon
make his school a success.

A gentleman who visited this school in its first
days described it as being bare.of chairs and tables,
most of the scholars being obliged to stand up along
the wall. Mr. Moody had an old box for a seat, and
his plan was to group the children around him, with
perhaps one on his knee, and read to them chapters
from the Bible any cxplain it according to his light.
It was about this time when he began to note his
own deficiency in education, and this caused him to
call upon people who were well equipped for Sunday-
school work to aid him. .

One of Mr. Moody's best qualifications for this
work was his’ intense love for children; he never
seemed happier than when in the midst of a jolly
group of youngsters with whom he could romp and
play to his heart’s content.

Mr. Frank Keefer, of Hammond, Ind., who was an
attendant at the North Side Moody school, relates
that at one time Mr. Moody gave a picnic to his
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scholars out on the Des Plaines river; the day was
an ideal one in the country, and everything was in
the full beauty of life, while the sun-beamed bright
and warm. He remembers that Mr. Moody was
attired in along linen duster and presented anything
but a distinguished appearance. During the day
Mr. Moody gave his boys what he called a treat.
He had secured several large sacks of apples and he
went through the crowd pouring them out to see
the boys scramble after them. He highly enjoyed
the performance, but when he had finished he did
not have much left worth speaking of in the way of
clothes.

One of Mr. Moody’s plans was to approach his
intended scholars with candies, apples and toys, thus
gain their confidence, and finally get them into the
school. When he got them there once he had no
fear but that they would return. Several men are
now living who were members of that school, and
they state that although at the time they had no
deep religious convictions yet there was something
about Mr. Moody and his methods that drew them to
him and made the Sunday-school a desirable place
to go, although the outside attractions were certainly
very inducing in those days.

Thus early Mr. Moody realized the value of music,
and believed it to be one of the strong points
which would hold his Mission school together. He
secured the services of Mr. Trudeau, a musical
friend, and installed him as chorister. It was not
long before the school began to grow to such propor-
tions that Mr. Moody saw he must make other
arrangements to accommodate the crowd. He,
therefore, obtained permission of Mayor Haines to
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uise the hall over the old North Market. This hall
had generally been used on Saturday nights for a
dance, and it took most of the forenoon on Sunday
to sweep out the debris, such as sawdust, tobacco
and beer stain. There were no furnishings in this
room, but Mr. Moody took it upon himself to do the
financial work and soon succeeded. Among those
whom he called on was Mr. J. V. Farwell, the mil-
lionaire merchant prince of Chicago. Mr. Farwell
succumbed to the blandishments of Mr. Moody and
subscribed money enough to furnish the hall. After
Mr. Moody received .his subscription he asked Mr.
Farwell what he was doing in the way of personal
work for Christ. Mr. Farwell told him, and Mr.
Moody finding that all his time was not occupied,
suggested that he visit his Sunday-school on the
next Sunday. Mr. Farwell did so and was surprised
on his arrival there to learn that Mr. Moody had
nominated hiin as Superintendent. He hesitated
somewhat about accepting the office, but Mr. Moody
insisted, however, that he should try it, and he did,
and thus began a friendship which lasted throughout
Mr. Moody's life. The school grew from seventy-
five scholars to 200 in three months; there were 350
scholars in six months, and within a year the aver-
age attendance was 650. It was estimated that
fully 2,000 children passed through the school a year.

Mr. Moody not only did scout work for his Sunday-
school, but in his travels through the lowly districts
of Chicago he found many cases of want and his
energies were largely turned in the direction of
relieving the distress of such people as came under
his observation. In order to do this he had to call
upt:n his friends; this circle he extended wider and
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wider each year until he knew every prominent
business man in Chicago, and it has been stated that
there was not a single one of them but had contrib-
uted more or less to Mr. Moody's plans.

During these labors at the North Market Street
Mission he attended to his duties of a traveling sales-
man. This made his work much harder, because he
would frequently be miles from Chicago toward the
end of the week, but he had made an arrangement
with hisemployers that he was to spend his Sundays
at home and he never allowed anything to interfere
with thjs. It is not to be supposed that he had
clear sailing in his Sunday-school work. There was
a strong Catholic elentent living on the North Side
at that time and among the boys were numbered sev-
eral who were certainly anything but saints. These
boys broke windows constantly in the old Market

.Hall, and did other things which annoyed Mr.

Moody very greatly. He knew it would be of little
use to expostulate with the boys and less use to expos-
tulate with their parents, and he determined to go
to the fountain head and see what could be done.
He, therefore, called upon the Catholic Bishop of
Chicago and laid the matter before him. )The Bishop
was surprised, of course, but Mr. Moody won him
over and the Bishop issued an order which prevented
any further disturbances.

, After his school had been fully established, he de-
termined to give all his service to Christian work, and
the manner in which this was brought about is told
in another place in this work. He made it a prac-
tice to speak to one unconverted man each day, and
he has related many instances of his work in this
manner.
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On the 28th of August, 1862, he entered into mar-
riage with Miss Emma C. Revell, who still survives
him. She is asister of Fleming H. Revell, the well
known Chicago publisher. Two children were born
of this unfon while they resided in Chicago and one
child after they removed to Northfield, all of whom
survive,

With his work during the war, on the Christian
Commission, he found time, in 1863, to erect a large
building in Illinois Street, at a cost of $20,000, and
removed his mission and church from the North
Market Hall to that place when it was completed.
He did not give up his work with the Y. M. C. A.
" by any means. He determined that the Association
"should have a permanent hall and this he secured
for them. It was known as ‘“‘Farwell Hall,”’ and
was dedicated on September 29, 1867.




CHAPTER V.

HIS Y. M. C. A. WORK.

Mr. Moody was one of the first members of the
Y. M. C. A. of Chicago, in 1858, when that organ-
ization opened its room at 205 Randolph street. He
continued his work, and, in 1864, was made a mem-
ber of a special committee for the procuring of
ground and the erection of a permanent building.
As a result of this work, the first building of the
Association was dedicated at 148 Madison street, in
1867. He was president of the Association from
1865 to 1869. One of the principal reasons ascribed
for the success of the Y. M. C. A. was the daily
prayer-meetings and the religious efforts growing
out . of it. Mr. Moody was the leading spirit, and
gathered round him a band of men who were win-
ners of souls. The very atmosphere of the rooms
of the Association was one of prayer and praise.
Although the appointments were very modest and
plain, the spirit of those who met in those daily s%-
vices was one of remarkable consecration.

The good effected by the Y. M. C. A. in connec-
tion with the Uhited States Christian commission
during the civil war was altogether incalculable,
many of whom were among the first who responded
to the call for 75,000 men, and from that time to the
capture of Richmond the labor of societies were un-
68
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remitting to aid and comfort soldiers in camp and
on the battle-field.

A large chapel was erected in Chicago where there
was preaching and prayer-meetings every day. The
hospitals were visited by regular agents who sup-
plied all the needs of the soldiers during sickness
and convalescence. Dwight L. Moody was the first
regular army agent of the societies.

Camp Douglas, in Chicago, was selected for a mil-
itary prison by the United States authorities, and
many men who had fought in the Confederate army
were brought there for safety. Mr. Moody and his
co-workers saw in this camp, which was tenanted
alike by Union and Confederate forces, a need of
spiritual instruction. He, therefore, put forth his.
efforts to do all the good he could in the camp, and
held meetings there as often as his affairs and the
exigencies of the camp would permit.

From Camp Douglas he went to other camps of
the army, and for years his familiar face and pleas-
ant voice were seen and heard in many places where
blood ran in streams.

At the close of the war, there was organized what
was known as the American Christian Commission,
which held conventions in many cities of the country,
among the most notable of which were the ones held
in Boston, Minneapolis, and Des Moines, Iowa, in
1866; Leavenworth, Kansas; Minneapolis, Pitts-
burg, and Grinnell, Iowa, in 1867; St. Louis, Phil-
adelphia, Peoria, Detroit, Terre Haute, Columbus,
and terminating with the great national convention
held in Marble Church, New York, in 1868. At
each of these conventions Mr. Moody presided, and
was the moving spirit of the meetings. His work
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in the Christian Commission brought him more than
local fame, but his work in these conventions made
him known to people all over the United States, and
the culmination was in the New York meeting when
he answered the questions and expounded his views
on the Bible against Dr. John Hall and Rev. Henry
Ward Beecher. In the judgment of the contempo-
rary critics, he came out with the fullest of honors.
At the close of the work of the Commission, he
came back to Chicago, occasionally making visits
here, there and elsewhere, for the purpose of hold-
ing revivals. He began to be much sought. after and
he thought that perhaps it would be best to give up
his local work in Chicago and vicinity, and traverse
more ground.
In a history of the First Congregational Church
of Chicago for the quarter-century ending in 1876,

appeared the following: ‘‘In closing the records of

this portion of our history a brief word ought to be
spoken respecting the peculiarly close relation sus-
tained by this church to the evangelistic work of our
honored brother, Dwight L. Moody, Major* T. W.
Whittle, and P. P. Bliss. It is a matter of pardon-
able pride that when Brother Moody was canvassing
the question of duty as to his future work, when
some ridiculed his illiterateness, were offended at
his plain, blunt way of putting the gospel truth;
when some pulpits were shut against him, and some
Christian people were disposed to think him a clown,
not to say a fool, this church had, as a whole, only
sympathy, this pulpit only a welcome and a God-
speed. And I know that this hearty fellowship and
regard were most grateful and inspiriting to him.
““The first Bible-reading he gave in this city, or
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gave anywhere, as covering the new method of evan-
gelistic labor which was shaping itself before his
mind, he gave in the lecture-room of this church,
and the work of that series of twelve readings
greatly encouraged this dear brother to continue in
his chosen work. Church and pastor were one in
this. You never found fault with me for welcoming
him so heartily to this pulpit. ‘You never sneered
at his broken, unpolished utterances, his faulty
grammar. You agreed with me, that taught in the
schools or taught only in the closet, ordained by the
laying on of men’s hands, or ordained only by the
baptism of the Holy Ghost, whosoever he might be,
that evinces the seal of God's approval on his en-
deavor to lead meny to Christ, he should have our
heartiest fellowship, our sincerest prayers.

‘‘Brother Whittle is our rightftil ambassador, for
he was converted under the ministry of this pulpit.
Brother Bliss, whom Brother Moody feels to be as
truly raised up of God in his service of gospel song,
as was Charles Wesley, is still one of our household,
and thank God for this fellowship. They all pray
earnestly for us as we do for them; and may God
grant to endue both them and us with a double por-
tion of His Spirit, and in the future exalt through
all our labors, as never before, the gospel of salva-
tion through the atoning blood of Jesus Christ."”

In speaking of Moody's Y. M. C. A. work, Rev.
F. G. Ensign, superintendent of the American
Sunday-school Union, says: ‘‘The services of
Dwight L. Moody in the early days of the Young
Men’s Christian Association were of inestimable
value, and his influence has remained through all
these later years as a benediction. From 1861 to 1870
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no man was so constant and persistent in the work as
was Mr. Moody. He gave to it the first labors of his
early days, and the ripe thoughts of his mature
years. As a well-klown business man, in whose
store Mr. Moody was once employed, said: ‘Mr.
Moody would make quite a good clerk if he had not
so many other things on his hands.” Those other
things were the eternal interests of his fellow men,
and such a spirit as his could not be long confined
even by ‘the bounds that hold most men to the
appointed desks by which they earn their daily
bread. With an enthusiasm which could not be
dampened, and an energy which never abated, Mr.

Moody pursued his arrow-straight course.

‘“‘What he.has done for communities and nations
during these latter years, he did for the Association
during his early days. It would be impossible to
estimate his usefulness to the Association, or to cat-
alogue the details of his successful work. The asso-
ciation claims him as its greatest single champidn
and honors him for the work that he did while here
not less than for the work for the world’s evangel-
ization, which he has since pursued with great suc-
cess. It rejoices that one whose training was in part
obtained in its service shbuld be so manifestly called

of God to the great work in which he has since
engaged."’
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CHAPTER VI

FIRST MEETING WITH BLISS.

Mr. P. P. Bliss, who is known as the sweet singer
and great song-writer, tells of his first meeting with
Mr. Moody, in 1869. Mr. Moody at that time was
holding gospel services in Woods’ Museum, Chi-
cago, which stood near the corner of Clark and Ran-
dolph Streets. Previous to his holding services in
the theater, he was accustomed to speaking in the
open air from' the steps of the court house. Mr.
Bliss said that one Sunday evening, accompanied by
his wife, they went out for a walk, and passing up
Clark Street, they came to the open air meeting.
“I was at once attracted by the earnestness of the
speaker, who was Mr. Moody, and waiting until he
closed with an earnest appeal for all to follow him
to the theater, we decided we would go, and fell in
with the crowd] I spent the evening in his meeting
there. That night Mr. Moody was without his usual
leader for the singing,‘and the music was rather
weak. From the audience I helped what I could on
the hymns, and attracted Moody’s attention. At
the close of the meeting, he was at the doer shaking
hands with all who passed out, and as I came to him
he had my name and history in about two minutes,
and a promise that when I was in Chicago Sﬁnday
evenings, I would come and help in the singing at
the theater meetings. This was the commencement

18
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4 LIFE OF P. P. BLISS.
of our acquaintance. I sang at the theater meet-
ings often after that, and making longer stops in
Chicago in connection with writing music, I was
often at the noon meeting, and was frequently made
use of by Mr. Moody in his various gatherings."’

Mr. Bliss was engaged in holding revival services
in different cities in connection with Major Whittle
for several years and was very successful. His
music is still used in Sunday-schools.

Phillip Paul Bliss was born in Clearfield County,
Pa., July ¢, 1838, in the usual log house occupied
by the English settlers of the mountain and forest
region of northern Pennsylvania. In February,
1844, the family moved to Kinsman, Trumbull
County, Ohio, where they resided three years. In
1847, the family returned to Pennsylvania, residing
in Esterville, Crawford County, and, in November,
1848, they removed to Tioga County. Mr. Bliss was
one of sixteen children, all but two of whom died in
infancy. When about ten years of age, he had his
first piano, and he thought it was the sweetest music
that had ever been produced. He worked on a farm
in his early days, that is, from the time he was
eleven until he was sixteen years of age. A portion
f this time, however, he was enabled to obtain a
tle schooling. He was converted by a Baptist
inister in 1850, and was immersed in a creek near
is own home by a minister of the Christian church,
who was holding meetings in that neighborhood.

In 1855, he spent the winter in a select school at
East Troy, Bradford County, Pa. In 1856, he
worked on a farm in the summer, and taught school
in. the winter at Hartsville, Allegheny County, N.
Y. The following winter he passed at Towanda,
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LIFE OF P. P. BLISS. %

Pa., and at Towner Hill. Here he met for the first
time J. G. Towner, who was afterward associated
with him in concerting. The same winter he at-
tended the musical convention at Rome, Pa. This
did much to strengthen his growing passion for
music. In 1858, he was at Almond, N. Y., and in
the winter of that year he taught in the Rome
Academy, at Rome, Pa. He became acquainted
with O. F. Young, whose family were singers. He
fell in love with the eldest daughter, Lucy, and, on
June 1, 1859, they were married at the little town of
Wysocks; the year after his marriage he worked on
the farm for his father-in-law, and received for his
support $13 a month, the amount usually paid to
farm hands. In the winter he commenced teaching
music at Bradford County for $2 an evening and
board. His first musical composition was written in
1864, and published in 1865 by Root & Cady. It
was called ‘‘Lora Vale.”” From 1864 to 1876, for
twelve years, his pen was usually giving expression
to songs that came thronging through his mind.
He was twenty-six years old when he wrote his first
song, and thirty-eight when he wrote his last.

His first meeting with Mr. Geo. F. Root, of Chi-
cago, was in 1863 or 1864. When he went to Illinois
to hold musical conventions and give concerts, he
connected himself with the musical publishing firm
at that time, and took editorial charge of the ‘‘Musi-
cal Visitor.”” Mr. Bliss continued to hold revival
meetings first with the Rev. D. W. Whittle, and
then with Mr. Moody. Among his famous songs
wa$ ‘‘Hold the Fort, for I Am Coming,’’ which was
taken from the message sent by General Sherman
to the command which was holding Kenesaw moun-
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tain during the civil war. This was written 1n 1870.
In September, 1876, he visited Mr. Moody at North-
field, and spent a week with him there. He accom-
panied him during that visit to Greenfield, Brattle-
boro, Keene, and adjagent towns, and sang at the
meetings Mr. Moody conducted. In October of that
same year, he was present at the Moody and Sankey
opening service in Chicago. He did not participate
in any of the Chicago meetings in a public way, but
for three weeks was a congtant attendant. On Octo-
ber 21st he went to Kalaufazoo, his wife accompany-
ing him. He sang at the/Young Ladies’ Seminary at
the Baptist College. From the r1th to the z1st of
November, 1876, he wag at Jackson, Mich., holding
meetings. On the 255\ of November he went to
Peoria, and held a meetipg. On the 14th of De-
cember the meeting was dlosed, and Mr. Bliss went
to Chicago. He left on thAt same evening for To-
wanda, Pa., where he spent iunday with his mother,
and sister, Mrs. Willson. It was his intention to
return to Chicago on December 31st,when he and Mr.
Whittle were to fake up the work in that city. He
attended nearly every meeting in the little town
where he was visiting, his last one being on Wed-
nesday evening, December z7th. He was full of
the holy spirit, and sang with more than usual
power, among the songs being ‘‘In the Christian
Home in Glory,”” ““Hold Fast Till I Come,’" ‘“‘Fa-
ther, I Am Tired,’”’ and ‘‘Eternity.’”” He prefaced
his remarks on the song, ‘‘Hold Fast Till I Come,”
by saying that it was one of the first occasions of its
being sung, and it might be the last song he should
ever sing to them. This seemed afterward in the
light of a premonition of his approaching end,
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MR. MOODY'’'S NORTH SIDE TABERNACLE, CHICAGO.

This was one of the first church buildings erected in Chicago after the great fire of 1871, and stood as an example of
Mr. Moody's enterprise.
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Thursday morning, December 28th, he took his lit-
tle boys into a room by themselves, and prayed with
them, and bade good-bye to 4ll. His tickets read
to Chicago by the way of Buffalo, on the Lake Shore
road. He took the afternoon train at Waverley,
and expected to be in Buffalo that night, but the
engine of the train on which he was going was de-
tained three hours. Upon arriving at Hornellsville
late in the evening, they decided to wait over and
have a night's rest. Mr. and Mrs. Bliss left there
Friday morning, December 29th, taking the train .
which connected at Buffalo with the Chicago train,
wrecked at Ashtabula, Ohio. There were eleven
cars on the train, consisting of two engines, three
baggage, one smoker, two coaches, three sleepers,
one parlor car—probably 250 on the train. A blind-
ing snow storm was raging when the train pulled
out of Buffalo an hour late. Just beforerreaching
the bridge at Ashtabula, the snow was very heavy,
and the prospect was that the train would be snowed
in. There were two passenger cars in front of the
smoker, which did not come in the regular ‘way, and
next behind the smoker came the parlor car in which
were Mr. Bliss and his wife. When the train fell,
Mr. Bliss succeeded in crawling through a window,
supposing he could pull his wife through with him,
but she was jammed fast, and all efforts proved un-
available. She was caught in the iron work of the
seats, and finding he could not save her, he staid
with her in an attempt to put out the fire and rescue
her, and perished with her.

Some of his best known pieces were: ‘‘Hold the
Fort,’”” *‘Pull for the Shore,"” ‘‘Jesus Lovés Eve:
Me,” “We Are Going Home To-morrow," *‘Mo: ¢
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to Follow,’ “The Light of the World Is Jesus,"
‘““Let the Lower Lights Be Burning,’” *‘‘Almost
Persuaded,’’ ‘‘ What Shall the Harvest Be?'’ ‘‘Hal-
lelujah, It Is Done."’




CHAPTER VIL

SERMONS ON P. P. BLISS.

One of Mr. Moody's most touching sermons was
that preached at the Chicago Tabernacle, Sunday,
Dec. 31, 1876, in memory of P. P. Bliss, who, with
his family, perished in the Ashtabula disaster a few
days previous. Mr. Moody's subject was ‘‘The
Return ‘of Our Lord.'* He stood in his place, and
with manifest trouble to keep back the sobs and
tears, he repeated those words of David, ‘‘Know'ye
not that there is a prince and a great man fallen in
Israel.”” Then, almost unable to speak for weeping,
he said: ‘“‘Let us lift up our hearts to God in silent
prayer.”” A long period of silence followed, broken
by the voice of a member of the congregation, who
gave thanks to God for eternal life. The congrega-
tion then joined in singing ‘‘In the Christian’'s
Home in Glory there remains a land of rest,’’ after
which Mr. Moody arose and said:

“I was to take up the subject'of our Lord's
return, but I cannot control my feelings so as to
speak as I had intended. I will take up thatsub-
ject at another time. When I heard last night that
Mr. Bliss and his whole family had perished, at first
I could not believe it, but a dispatch from a friend
who was on the train took away all hope and left me
face to face with death. For the past three months

81
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I have seemed to stand between the living and
dead, and now I am to stand in the place of the
dead. Mr. Whittle and Mr. Bliss were announced
to hold the four-o'clock meeting in the Tabernacle
to-day, and now Mr. Farwell and Mr. Jacobs and
Mr. Whittle, with other friends, have gone to see if
they can find his remains to take them away for
burial. I have been looking over his hymns togee
if I could find one appropriate for the occasion, but
I find that they are all like himself, full of hope and
cheer. In all the years I have known and worked
with him, I have never opte seen him cast down,
but here is a hymn ot his I thought we might sing.

“Once after that wreck of the steamer at Cleve-
land, I was speaking of the circumstance that the
lower light¢ were out, and the next time we met
he sang this hymn for me. It is the 65th in our

collection.

‘“‘Let us sing it now. It begins ‘Brightly beams our
Father’s mercy,’ but still more brightly beams the
light along the shore to which he has passed. It
was in the midst of the terrible storm he passed
away, but the lights which he kindled are burning
all along the shore. He has died joung, only about
thirty-eight years old, but his hymns are sung
around the world. Only a little while ago we re-
ceived a copy of these hymns transhated into the
Chinese language.

“‘In spite of the mourning it is sweet to think that
this whole family passed away together, father,
‘mother, Paul, only four years old, and little George,
only two years old, all gone home safe together.
There comes a voice to us gaying ‘Be still and
know that I am God,’ but we Rpow that our Father

/
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doeth all things well. My heart goes out for his
mother. He was an only son and his mother was a
widow. Let us just put up a prayer for his mother:.
And there was dear Mrs. Bliss who was not an inch
behind her husband. She taught him how to pray
and encouraged him with his music. I have often
heard him say, ‘All I am I owe to that dear wife.’

““Now about that charge of his singing for mouey.
The royalty on this little book has amounted to
about sixty thousand dollars, which has been devoted
to charitable purposes. I once asked Mr. Bliss to
take $s,000 for himself, telling him I thought he
needed it, but he would not take one farthing. Chi-
cago never had a truer man. He will be appreciated
hundreds of years hence, like Charles Wesley and
Doctor Watts. He was raised up to sing in the
Church of God. God be praised for such a woman;
God be praised for such a man."”

On this occasion the only collection ever taken in
the Tabernacle was at the suggestion of Mr. Moody
for the erection of a monument to Mr. Bliss, and he
requested that as so many would want to contribute,
that the largest contribution should not exceed
$1.00.

That same morning Mr. Moody preached a sermon
at the Chicago Avenue Church, and referred to the
work of the church, which was built in the hope
that Messrs. Moody and Sankey would return and
labor in Chicago through its means. Mr. Moodz
said:

‘It seems as if God is calling us to other fields,
and I cannot help believing that if our Christian
friends will just come together and pray earnestly
to God, that the work will go on just as well without
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us as if we were here. Some people get discouraged
and think the work will not go on because we are
not coming back. That is not the fact. Bear in
mind that God is willing to labor through any one in
the church who will consecrate himself to His cause.
I cannot help believing that the best days of this
church are in its future and not, as some think, in
its past.”” Thinking of workers, Mr. Moody's
thoughts were drawn to Mr. Bliss, concerning whom
he said: il

“Why he was so dear to all of us and why we
loved him so much was because he was always cheer-
ful. We npever saw him discouraged or cast down;
he was all' the time singing about gladness. ‘I am
so glad’ was the key note of all his songs. How
pleasant it would be if every man and woman were
full of the joy of the Lord because He is our
strength.,

‘“This being the last day of the year, I have been
looking forward to it as one of the most solemn days
of the year, and I had prepared some thoughts t
bring out on this occasion. But little did I think
that it would be as solemn as it is,. My thoughts
have been drifted into another channel entirely. A
text came into my mind when I heard of the sudden
death of Mr. Bliss and his family. He was coming
to the city to fill an appointment here to-day. He
was to have been with us this morning and it seems
almost as if I am standing in the place of the dead.
It is always solemn to stand between the living and
the dead, as a preacher does, but it is always more
solemn to step into dead men's shoes, as I feel I
have done to-day. The text-that occurred to me is
in the 24th chapter of Matthew and the 43d verse,
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‘Therefore be ye also ready.” Death often takes us
by surprise, but it did not find Mr. Bliss unprepared.
He and his wife had been ripening for heaven for
years,and I have been thinking of that family before
the throne this morning, singing the sweetest song
they had ever sung. They should profit by this
awful calamity. God was coming very near to this
city. There was never before such an inquiring
after God as there is now, and this last stroke of
Providence ought to be a warning to every one
to get in readiness to meet the Lord. It might be
said that I am taking advantage of this catastrophe
and preaching for effect. If people do not take this
wartting, I do not know what will move their hearts.
There are three things every man and woman ought
to be ready for: life, death, and judgment. Life
is uncertain; no man can tell at what hour nor in
what manner death may visit him. Accidents like
the one which occurred Friday are by no means un-
common and might strike down any one of us. It
therefore behooves every man to place his trust in
Christ, so that he may be prepared to meet Him at
any moment,’’

The Evangelist was greatly moved during the
sermon and he pleaded earnestly and tedrfully that
the audience should heed this terrible warning and
accept Christ as their Savior. There were few dry
eyes in the congregation when Mr. Moody resumed

‘his seat. ; 3

In the afternoon he preached again in the Taber-
nacle from the text, ‘‘Therefore be ye also ready,’’
which he said had been ringing in his head all
day. He called upon those who had heard him
preach for three months to bear him witness that
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he had said nothing about death, confining him-
self to life, but it might be that before long God
might lay him away and send some one to take his
place, and he could not forbear saying a word urg-
ing on all the necessity.of regeneration and prepara-
tion. His voice was more subdued than usual, and
in all he said and all the reading from the Scriptures
it came tremulously and mingled with tears. He
spoke painfully and with difficulty, the words some-
times utterly unintelligible.

‘“ ‘Be ye therefore ready.” Do not putit off.
There are some who may say I am preaching for
effect and making use of this good man’s death to
frighten you.'' Satan might even say that of "him
and say it truly. He was preaching for effect, and
he hoped the effect would be to save the soul of
every human being before him. He felt he must
warn them, and would warn them of the wrath to
come and the death pursuing. That death had sent
many a warning during the year, and now an awful
one had come. Many of them had looked down
upon the dead faces and open graves of departed
friends. Would they not heed those warnings?
Would they not heed this last warning, which might
be even nearer to themselves than any before.
Death had taken them by surprise and had taken Mr.
Bliss at the very time the speaker was writing out
the notice of Mr. Bliss’s appearance to-day. He
and his wife were snatched from life but they were
ready. They might have suffered for a few minutes,
it may be for an hour, but when they reached heaven
there was none in all the celestial choir that sang
sweeter or played better on his golden harp than
P. P. Bliss.

The *'Sing



P. P. BLISS.

The “Singing Evangelist"” and song-writer, whose music was used in Mr. Moody's
meetings with wonderful suc 8
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' ‘Be ye therefore ready:' no matter how or when
a man may die, if he is only ready. Little did Mr.
Bliss and his wife look for what was coming and it
seems to me that no man or woman should ever go
on a railroad train again until they have made their
preparation to die. We may be called upon to die
at any time the death of martyrs. I would rather
die like Stephen than die like Moses. I would as
lief die like P. P. Bliss as die like Stephen. Were
they ready? Those who went on that train saw the
the sun go down for the last time. Many in this
house may have seen it go down for the last time as
they came here. Are they ready? You may fall
down and break something, or you might have dis-
eases of the heart that would carry you off before
morning. Are you ready? There was no time to
repent when they were rolling down that bank into
that awful chaos and confusion. Some men were
dead before they knew what had happened. God
help the man who waited for a catastrophe before
he repented.

“Look at that young girl. She had a deceptive
cough. It was all right, the doctor said, or would
be in the spring. He said this when he knew that
spring grasses and flowers would wave over her
grave. How much lying is done in sick chambers
and by death-beds!

“I would rather have been on that train and taken
that awful leap and died like P. P. Bliss and his wife
than have them go as they did, and every man
should feel so who knows God and is ready to die.

*O that you might profit by the calamity!"’




et r——

CHAPTER VIIL

FIRST MEETING WITH SANKEY.

Mr. Moody's meeting with Mr. Sankey took place
in June, 1871, at Indianapolis. Both were delegates
to the national convention of the Young Men's
Christian Association held there at that time. It
was at an early prayer-meeting; the singing was
dull and doleful until Mr. Sankey was called for-
ward to act as leader. His sweet voice and fervent
spirit at once brought the bold evangelist to his
side.

““Where do you live?'' asked Mr. Moody, bluntly.

‘‘At Newcastle, Pa.,'’ was the answer.

‘“Are you married?"’

“Ta"

‘‘How many children have you?"
“One."”

“I want you with me to help me in my work in
Chicago. '

“‘I cannot leave my business."’

““You must. I have been looking for you for the

last eight years; you must give up your business
and come to Chicago with me."’

“I will think of it, I will pray over it; I will talk
it over with my wife."

With painful reluctance Mr. Sankey severed the
associations so dear to him at his home, and in the
90
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spirit of faith joined Mr. Moody in his vast labors as
an evangelist in Chicago, and here they worked to-
gether in harmony and were blessed with many
souls as their hire.

Then came the great Chicago fire, which not only
devastated Mr. Moody's mission and home, but
almost the entire city. Mr. Moody was one of the first
relief workers. He toiled day and night, forgetful
of self, forgetful of everything except the safety of
his family, and the rebuilding of a city in which
had been wrought such ruin. One of his first
thoughts was the rebuilding of his place of worship,
and when once the thought was fixed in his mind,
it did not take him long to execute it. Even before
the ashes had cooled, and smoke was yet issuing
from the embers, Mr. Moody began to clear away a
place to erect his ‘tabernacle. His enterprise
brought him success, however, and his church was
one of the first rebuilt in the city. He was one of
the persons entrusted with the relief funds, and had
a hand in distributing more than $7,000,000.

Mr. Sankey now rejoined his family in Pennsylva-
nia, and set about singing in conventions again
until a telegram from Mr. Moody, three months
later, said, ‘‘Come at once,’’ and he returned to work
in the new tabernacle in Chicago.

Ira David Sankey was born on the 28th of
August, 1840. His birthplace was the village of Edin-
burgh, Lawrence County, Pa. On the paternal side,
he came from English stock, and on the maternal,
Scotch-Irish. His parents were natiyes of Mercer
County, and were members of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church. Out of their family of nine children,
only three sons and one daughter grew up to ma-
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turity. David, the father, was well off in worldly
circumstances, and in such good repute among his
neighbors that they repeatedly elected him a mem-
ber of the state legislature. He was also a licensed
exhorter in his own church. Thus the means and
the character of this household were such as to in-
sure ample advantages for culture in general knowl-
edge and spiritual truth.
Ira, from his childhood, was noted for his joyous
spirit and trustful disposition. The sunshiny face
that is so attractive in his public ministry, has been
a distinguishing feature from early boyhood, and
very early won him the praise of being ‘‘the finest
little fellow in the neighborhood.'’ His father
states: ‘‘There was nothing very remarkable in his
early or boyhood history. The gift of singing de-
veloped in him at a very early age. I say gift, be-
cause it was God-given; he never took lessons from
anyone, but his taste for music was such that when
a small boy he could make passable music on almost
any kind of instrument.”” An old Scotch farmer,
named Frazer, early interested himself in the little
lad; and of his good influence Mr. Sankey thus
spoke, at a children's meeting held in the town of
Dundee, Scotland: ‘‘The very first recollection I
have of anything pertaining to religious life was in
connection with him. I remember he took me by
the hand, along with his own boys, to the Sabbath-
school—that old place which I shall remember to my
dying day. He was a plain man, and I can see him
standing up and praying for the children. He had
a great, warm heart, and the children all loved him.
It was years after that when I was converted, but
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my impressions were received when 1 was very
young, from that man."

Thus reared in a genial, religious atmosphere,
liked and respected by all who knew him and
acceptéd as a leader by his boyish comrades, Ira
lived on till past his fifteenth year before his soul
was converted to Christ. His conviction as a sinner
occurred while he attended a series of special serv-
ices held in a little church three miles from his
home, and of which Rev. H. H. Moore was then
pastor. At first, he was as gay as his curious com-
panions. But an earnest Christian met him each
evening with a few soul-searching words; and after
a week's hard struggle, he came as a sinner to the
Savior and found peace in acceptance. Soon after,
when his father removed to Newcastle to assume
the presidency of the bank, Ira became a member
of the Methodist church, and also a pupil at the acad-
emy at Newcastle.

This young Christian was richly endowed with a
talent for singing spiritual songs. His pure, beauti-
ful voice gave a clear utterance to the emotions of
his sympathetic, joyous nature, and was potent in
carrying messages from his heart to the hearts of
his hearers. It now became his delight to devote
this precious gift to the service of his Lord, and it
was his continual prayer that the Holy Spirit would
bless the words sung to the conversion of those who
flocked to the services to hear him. Before he
attained his majority he was appointed superintend-
ent of the Sunday-school, which contained above
three hundred scholars; and it was blessed with a
continual revival. His singing of the gospel invita-

tions in solos dates from this time. These sweet




94 FIRST MEETING WITH SANKEY.

*

hymns were sung in the very spirit of prayer, and
the faith of the singer was rewared with repeated
blessings. A class of seventy Christians was com-
mitted to his charge, and this weighty responsibility
made him a more garnest student of the Holy Bible,
He encouraged his class to tell him of their condi-
tion in Bible language, as texts abounded for every
state of grace, and every description of religious
feeling. The choir of the congregation also came
under his leadership. Young as he was, he insisted
on conduct befitting praise-singers in the House of\
Gody and on a clear enunciation of each word sung.
These congenial religious duties wers: guspended
fora time by a call for defenders of the flag upon
the -fall of Fort Sumter. Mr. Sankey was among
the first to volunteer for three months and he
'served out his term of enlistment. Even in the
camp, he gathered about him a band of singers and
was an earnest worker in the prayer meetings of the
soldiers.  Upon his return home, he became assist-
ant to his father as collector of internal revenue and
held that position with credit, until his voluntary
resignation nearly ten years later. - He was united
in marriage on the gth of September, 1863, to Miss
Edwards, a helpful member of his choir and teacher
in his school.
He assisted in organizing a Y. M. C. A., at New-
castle, and was elected president, and it was in this

connection that he attended the Indlanapolls conven-
tion as a delegate.
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CHAPTER IX.

CHARACTER INDICATORS.

Mr. Moody was an exceedingly heavy eater. He
was not capricious, by any means, as to the quality
of his food, although he appreciated good cooking
as well as anyone who had traveled as much as he.
Quantity was what he wanted, and it made no
difference how heavy a meal he ate, it never seemed
to bother him in the least.

One of the things which contributed to his endur-
ance was the fact that he never got nervous, although
many times he appeared to do so. He could lie
down after a heavy meal, or at the close of a very
exhausting meeting, and sleep the sleep of 4 child.
It did not seem to make any difference whether at
home, on a railway train, in a boarding-house, or a

hotel, he appeared to sleep as well in one place as

in ;re other.

e was a bitter opponent of the church fair, and
other forms of amusement and entertainment. He
thought that a man could get enough pleasure in
walking, driving, conversingewith people, or play-
ing with children. These were the sole amusements
in whiclr he indulged, if amusements they might be
called.

His memory was remarkable. He seldom forgot
o face, and could usually tell on the spur of the
95

0
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/ moment where he had met some acquaintance years

before. Many times he would remember the mi-
nute details of the meeting, and recall incidents that
the acquaintance had forgotten. The distinguishing
traits of his memory, however, were centered on
the Bible. He could quote passage after passage,
chapter after chapter. He seemed to know the book
by heart, and was seldom' at fault in telling one
where to find certain passages. It has been said
that he never forgot an anecdote. He was an ex-
pert at handling every interesting phase of life which
came under his notice. He never tired his auditors
with useless explanatory words. He usually left
something of the anecdote for their imagination.
He had the happy faculty for selecting anecdotes to
adorn his text, and to fix a particular point which
he wished to impress upon the minds of his auditors.

When one listened to his sermons, he was reminded 7

of that peculiar trait in the character of Lincoln,
which has been so strongly brought out by tje his-
torians.

Mr. Moody was a great admirer of Lincoln, and
in the latter part of 1860 or early in 1861, Mr. Lin-
coln visited Chicago, and was importuned by Mr.
Moody to visit his North Side Sunday-school. Mr.
Lincoln complied with his request. The Sunday-
school building was crowded when Mr. Lincoln ar-
rived, and he was greeted with cheers by the schol-’
ars. Mr. Moody insisted that Mr. Lincoln should

talk to his boys. Mr. Lincoln wanted to know what ,

he should talk about. Mr. Moody said: ‘‘Any-
thing you like.”” (Whereupon the President pro-
ceeded to instill in the minds of his youthful audi-
tors that the greatest gifts of a nation—that the

The man who acco




IRA D. SANKEY

The man who accompanied Mr. Moody for twenty-five years, and was intimately
associated with him in his best work
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« greatest honors which could be bestowed upon man
—were open to any American boy, who had ambi-
tion, and who would lead a proper course in life.
He referred incidentally to the great struggle which
was then coming on between the North and South,
and tried to impress upon their minds a reverence
for the flag and for their country. ‘

Mr. Moody was quite an admirer of Garibaldi,
the great Italian statesman, and while he did not
agree with him in all things, yet he did admire his
enthusiasm. He said he never saw his name in the
newspapers or in a book but he read what was said
about him. He said he could not help but admire
a man whose .advocacy of the cause of freedom was
stronger than his desire, for his own comfort.

Mr. Moody could not sing a single note and could
hardly distinguish one tune from another. He was
a firm believer in music, however, in religious work,
as has been shown in several instances in this book,
and especially in Mr, ‘Moody’s eulogy of Mr. Bliss.

Mr. Moody was a great believer in advertising.
He thought it should be done judiciously. He said
one time that if business men conducted their busi-
ness in the same manner as churches, they would
fail inside of six months. He could not see the idea
of having millions of dollars locked up in church
edifices and furnishings, which were closed six days
in the week. He said he could conceive of no
greater waste of capital. He said that almost the
only notice you could find on some churches was that
of the undertaker. He thought there should be
bulletin boards on every church.

Mr. Moody was a firm believer in the idea that
people would instantly know each other in heaven,
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He said on one occasion that he did not think when
he got there that he would have any trouble in rec-
ognizing Paul or John or Elisha.

He expressed himself as being opposed to the the-
ater for various reasons, but among the principal
ones was that they had no regard for the Sabbath;
that it was a place where fallen women frequented
and that in the building or near by could always
be found a saloon. That he did not think it was
elevating to associate in that connection with this
kind of people, and for that reason he believed that
one's time could be better employed elsewhere.

In speaking of Sunday newspapers, he said that
one of his friends one time made an analysis of the
Sunday papers of New York. This friend had been
advised that all of the Sunday newspapers published
sermons and that the character of the other matter
was such as might be safely taken into the home
and was considered very elevating and entertain-
ing. This friend found that a large per cent of the
matter was sporting, murders, suicides, divorces,
fashions, political, and foreign news, aggregating
something like nine hundred columns, and that the
religious news amounted to only three and a quar-
ter columns.

First impressions of the great evangelist were dis-
appointing. He was neither of commanding height
nor striking form. He was the appearance of the
substantial, prosperous business man of the world;
nor was the effect more marked after he began to
speak. His voice, while strong and pleasant, had
none of the magnificent qualities possessed by Henry
Ward Beecher. He had no polish of rhetoric, nor
elements of diction, and yet the people went in
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crowds to hear him, and were turned from the doors
at every meeting. Some no doubt came to hear him
through curiosity, others were drawn because of the
interest in the work he represented, but the real
secret lay undoubtedly in the man himself. He was
tremendously in earnest. Rough in speech he might
be, but he impressed you with the sense that he be-
lieved every word that he said, that he considered
his ideas of transcendent importance. He told plain
truths and did not mince his words in the telling. He
talked face to face with his audiences. He had no
new Gospel. Disciples of newer methods of scrip-
tural interpretation urged their views upon him, but
he said that he had no time to investigate such
things. He did not talk about the terrors of hell.
He gave warnings of the consequences of evil deeds,
encouraging to repentance.

His success from the begfnning of his work in
getting such money as he needed for the purpose of
benevolence has been amazing. He understood the
secret of reaching the pockets of men of wealth.
‘Last of all the beggar died also,’ is the epitaph
which he laughingly said should be inscribed upon
his tombstone.

He died a poor man. Vast sums had been given
him by people whose hearts were warmed by him
into new life, but he accepted nothing for his own
use. Princely royalties received from the sale of
the popular Moody and Sankey Hymn-books have
all been used in the support of his public work.
Not a penny had been expended upon himself.
There isn’t a good photograph of him in existence.
He would not permit them to be taken, lest somc
should accuse him of using the proceeds of their sales
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for private gain. He was careful to avoid every
appearance of questionableness. He inspired abso-
lute confidence in the integrity of his manhood.

A writer, in describing the meetings at the Hip-
podrome, New York, which stood on the ground
where the Madison Square Gard¢n now stands, in
1876, says of Mr. Moody:

‘“He is a man of another and different class from
Mr. Sankey. Tall, stalwart, squarely, massively
built. At first the physique and general appearance
of the man seem heavy. The head is attached to
the body by a short neck. The forehead is rather
broad than &gh. The nose is not classical, nor are
the eyes lafye or Justrous, but the whole man is
illustrative of strength and thoroughness and seems
to have untold source of will and detérminhtion to
draw upon. Mr. Moody's features have bé@nbsome-
what etherealized in the engrawings, and ndne we
have yet seen resemble him. The head Trecalls
slightly the Socratic lineaments, and Socrates had
not a classical face. There isnothing ascetic in Mr.
Moody'’s appearance, for it is blunt and hardy. He
wears a long, flowing beard, and a heavy moustache,
which partly hide any emotional expressions. “ His
voice has its peculiarities. Naturally it must have
been what teachers of declamation call ‘an impos-
sible voice,’ but by dint of training it accomplishes
its purpose admirably. It can be heard anywhere
in the largest hall. If there is no grace in Mr.
Moody, there is no awkwardness, the gestures are

sober. He never thumps nor bangs nor forges out
the text on imaginary anvils.”’

When John Wesley felt with grief that Whitfield
was drawing souls from his ¢hurch, the grand old

tnan said:
of prayin,
ing his Ti,
Mr. Mo
that he i
are lots ¢
mulative
with the |
hold feel
very reat
that the
tural tre
restrictiy
with ner
suddenly
both its
Rev.
Paul’s,
Paul’s C
journal
said: *‘l
has bee
if anyth
will cer
“Firs
basis of
God's g
before
Northfi

as pray
that the
taking.
prayer,
cent te



CHARACTER INDI$ATORS. 108

tnan said: ‘‘Do men gather from his amorous way
of praying to Christ or that luscious way of preach-
ing his righteousness in real holiness?"’

Mr. Moody’s manner is heartless. Itis not always
that he is at the highest point of tension. There
are lots of shadows in his preaching. The accu-

# mulative power which puts him in close connection
with the thousands, and which imbues them with the
hold feeling, is not always foreseen, and for that
very reason is all the more impressive. It may be ,
that the first text chosen by him, which as a scrip- |
tural trellis his tree is to grow on, is too scant and
restrictive. Incidentally he supplements this text
with new ones, and the inspiration comes. Then
suddenly issues forth a new growth, which bears
both its flowers and fruits.

Rev. H. W. Webb-Peploe, D. D., Vicar of St.
Paul's;, Onslow Square and Prebendary, and St.
Paul’s Cathedral, London, in writing to a religious
journal in August, 1896, of the great Evangelist,
said: **Mr. Moody's work whether at home or abroad
has been up-reared upon three foundations, which
if anything can make a human work indestructible
will certainly guarantee the after results of his toil.

“First: Every stone has been laid upon the solid
basis of prayer; God's grace, God's gardens and
God's glory have been sought without ceasing, and
before another step has been taken, whether at
Northfield or Chicago, it has been made as certain
as prayer, and its wonderful answers can make it,
that the faith of the Almighty was upon the under-
taking. Let those who will scoff at the power of
prayer, Dwight L. Moody and his work are magnifi-
cent testimonies to all who have the humility and

/
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the will to be convinced that God is, indeed, a

prayer-answering God, and that they who put their
trust in him shall never lack for wisdom or for sup-
plies. The first power in Northfield is the power
of prayer.

“Second: Upon every soul with whom Mr. Moody
has had to deal, he has unceasingly and with coura-
geous determination impressed his simple sctiptural
capacity, which tells of the infinite love of God, of
the perfect atonement wrought for sin, of the death
of Lord Jesus Christ, of the absolute knowledge of
the new birth by the Spirit, and of the wondrous
power of that Holy Spirit to sanctify all who receive
him into their souls.

‘““There is no uncertainty about Dwight L. Moody’s

- evangelism, and while Mr. Sankey and others

should be never forgotten, but honored and rejoiced
over as God's power and song, and while multitudes

hold to the sweet singer a debt of infinite gratitude,

it is quite certain that the rock upon which all
the educational and evangelistic results of these
brethren have been based, is that solid yock of the
atonement or gospel of substitutioxﬂ so freely
announced - by Mr. Moody and his co-workers,
whether as preachers or singers of the gospel.

‘“But-not only has the divine aid been sought and
the divine council been declared at every step of
Mr. Moody’s work, but we must if we would learn
the real secret of its success, notice that.

“Third: The Divine Being has in everything and
at all times been acknowledged as the author or
giver of all good gifts, wisdom and money, power
and success. ‘The Lord for whose glory every step
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must be taken, and as the Master to whose guidance
every detail must be submitted.’ "’

At, Northfield no man is allowed to glory in men.
The work is the Lord’s. He must rule at all points
and receive the full honor for all that succeeds.
Mr. Moody would be the first to acknowledge that
he owes an incalculable debt to his motheMand to
his wife, who have so long been the blessing home
spirits of his life. In Mr. Moody's children the -
father has living monuments of his wisdom and
power in the home. And yet not for one moment
either in Northfield or Chicago is any ruler acknowl-
edged or spoken of but Jehovah. These are the
secrets or grounds of the success which God has so
generously given to his servant.

Mr. James H. Whiton, in August, 1896, said of
Mr. Moody: ‘‘Mr. Moody ranks as high in the
qualities of insight, prominence and energy, which
make great administrators of business, as in those
who make a successful_evangelist. And these he
gave a splendid administration in the ‘organizing,
financing and direction of the six months’ evan-
gelistic campqlgn in Chicago during the World's
Fair, and yet no man ever had a more humble
estimate of himself. If he can get others to
speak, he prefers to listen. He values the printed
page also, and has been busy with his pen in produc-
ing quite a library of books or documents, some two

dozen in all, some of which have been sold far
above 100,000 copies. What General Booth's books
are to his army, these are for the masses Mr. Moody
has inspired. Some of them have been translated
into Swedish, German and Danish-Norwegian. ., Nor
arb they allowed to wait for buyers. He has organ-

)
/

/
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ized a colportage association to spread the sal&8P

these and similar books. The profits support the
workers in their work. One book in the list is
especially characteristic of the man, the Northfield
edition of Bagster’s Bible, especially prepared
according to Mr. Moody’s suggestion, for the use of
his students.

Rev. W. C. Gannett, in an address before the
Free Religious Society of Providence, R. I., in 1877,
said of Mr. Moody:

“‘I think the way to look at Moody and his work
is somewhat in this wise: Here is a great religious
phenomenon. We study the phases of history in
religion. We watch in the lands of the present the
Indian with his totems, the Buddhist at his shrine,
the Mohammedan on his praying-carpet in the des-
ert, the Roman Catholic before his ribboned and
jeweled Virgin, the Presbyterian with his Sunday
face—it is a family history. They are all our ances-
tors or cousins. But here is something wondrous in
religious happenings in our day and in our midst.
We need not travel far in time or in space to watch
it. Two men have been going through the capitals

of the highest English-speaking civilization. Wher-
ever they come, the crowd gathers before their lips,
and light hearts grow heavy and then light again
with a new kind of joy, and many a selfish life grows
earnest for the time, at least, and many a drunkard
gives up drinking and struggles as he never strug-
gled yet before he falls again.

‘‘In Boston, twice or thrice a day, four and five
and six thousand people fill a vast building to hear
them. What go they out to see? A man big-bod-
ied, short-necked, heavy-faced, harsh-voiced, of no
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culture, such as colleges and books supply, poor in
grammar, poorér in pronunciation, and poverty is
not the word to describe his lack of grace in manner.
But here is the fact—six thousand people, men and
women, old and young, life-tired and life-jubilant
people, come twice a day to hear him. The edu-
cated ministers, their usual teachers, are his serv-
ants. He says to this man ‘Speak,’ and he speak-
eth; to that man ‘Pray,” and he prayeth. Here is
something not to be ignored or pooh-poohed away.
Can it be explained?

*“The man strikes straight for your conscience, and
he deals with certain universal forms about the con-
science. Not all men carry ideas, not all men carry
feelings which can be moved by a word said to them
in common; but every man who goes to the Taber-
nacle carries a conscience, and knows what Moody
means when he says straightforwardly: ‘You are a
sinner; you need cure; you feel mighty little power
to cure yourself; there is a power that can cure you;
lay hold of it—here it is, and be well.” And Mr.
Moody cannot philosophize about this matter—sin;
he hardly tries to—is the last man to succeed if he
tried. Neithier can his audience philosophize about
it. But that inability helps, not hinders, the effect.
That saves time, and ke’gps the aim to the target.
There is a clear track between his lips and your
conscience. He knows what he is talking about,
and you know, too, be the doctrine what it may.

‘*Another secret is an open secret. He preaghes
in pictures and stories. A sermon of his is a €éabi-
net of anecdotes, is a little picture gallery. He
states his point in a few words, and then, instead of
moralizing over it, he says: ‘I remember a man in
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Glasgow,’ and everybody listens to find out about
that Glasgow man. And when he is through with
him, the Chicago man is ready, and when he is dis-
missed, you have Mr. Moody's point vividly etched
on your mind ready to be carried away in memory.
His anecdotes are anecdotes of the conscience, gath-
ered in his long experiences, most of them moulded
by truth into telling shapes. Not all, however.
Some of them are very wooden yet, and sometimes
they act like boomerangs, and lay the teaching flat.
But he can take a little Bible incident, and fill in
and fill in with details, until you have a special cor-
respondent’s photograph instead of two or three
Bible verses. And this, till there is too much of it,
is fascinating, and many people can stand a great
deal of it. It is Sunday-school talk, and we all like
to be treated as children in this way. In the best
bred Temple as well as in the rough and ready Tab-
ernacle the anecdote is often the liveliest part of
the sermon. If I should begin right here, ‘I re-
member a man,’ you would all look up, and I should
have you as long as I held on to him. Now, Mr.
Moody never lets him go beyond arm'’s length, and
as a consequence, everything he says is personal-
ized, living, dramatic, easy to understand, hard to
forget.

‘‘Is not that self-surrender the supreme necessity
of here and now, if you have never made it? And
is it not ‘new birth’' when made? And is it not an
interior act that does precede all outward deeds?
And in that inward struggle between the higher
an{l the lower self, that wrestle between a conscience
and the lawful right, that knowledge that now and
here it must be settled. If you go off from that
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moment of clear conviction without the self-surren-
der to the Highest, goes not your soul towards sui-
cide? And when, by the surrender you get upon
God'’s side, feel you not as if His entire Almightiness
were pledged to give you strength henceforth as his
co-worker? These are only facts that you and I
ought to be able to recognize under any symbol.
The poor drunkard, the light-living woman, the
selfish husband, the thieving merchant, the restless-
hearted boy or girl, know what he means. They
know very well that his ‘Come to Jesus,’” whatever
else it means, means consecration to a new and bet-
ter life, that to believe in Him, to accept Him, means
a turning about—conversion.

‘““They are not utter fools. It is not a pantomime
of private theatricals—it is a conscience wrestling
with the living God. And shall we laugh or cavil
at the symbol? You do not laugh at the idea of con-
secration to the highest right you know? No, your
heart leaps and aches at the thought, your cheeks
flush with the yearning to do that heroism, your
tongue has no ha! ha! for that; but that is what
your Evangelical neighbor called ‘Coming to Jesus.’
Are you going to call it cant? His symbol serves
him as yours serves you. Honor your own in hon-
oring his. Do I idealize Mr. Moody and his con-
verts by these words? They do not consciously
mean anything so intensely moral as this—I hear
some one protest. The consecration that you make
centrally in the ‘Come to Jesus’ may be these, in-
deed, but it is the incentive rather than the central
thing. The central thing with them is not charac-
ter, but salvation, that imputed righteousness that
buys off their punishment for sin, that indulgence
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element of which the Roman Catholic indulgence is
only a lower form. I doubt not that it is so with
some, and that with still more—with very many,
although they fully .mean a find of consecration,
and only sing—

“Till to Jesus’ work you cling,
Doing is a deadly thing.’

That streets tend to make them feel that doing is 4
comparatively |indifferent thing, after they cling to
Him; in short, that thé ‘symbol’ like idols every-
where, often gets the worship away from the inner
moral meaning. Without abatement of this kind,
I frankly own is exaggeration in the way I have put
the matter. But I believe that truer estimate of a
movement like the revival is gotten by making an
abatement from this way and looking at it, rather
than by approaching it in the opposite spirit and
with a little pity to abate our scorn. It is very easy
to pick out mapy a bit from Mr. Moody'’s talk that
seems to contradict all this. ‘The Greatest Sin of
the world is unbelief.” ‘If I read my Bible right there
is no hape out of Christ,’ and so on. But these are
to be interpreted by his prevailing method, not that
by these.

‘“That he confounds his symbol with his substance
utterly, that the two are one to him—is that any
reason why we should make the same mistake?
And hg would laugh about all this talk about sym-
bols, nor understand a word of it. But get him to
tell you what he means by ‘belief’ and ‘out of
Christ,” and in two minutes you will probably find
him deep in the morality, spite of himself, or rather,

because of himself, for that is what his Christology
is in his heart of hearts.
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‘‘Can I not be large-natured enough and trust my
nature enough to entertain them all in my own soul,
and say to each with infinite sincerity, Brother? The
man or the party who does this most heartily and
fully is thereby fitted best to make his own light
shine. The only excuse for warning another man
to give up his thoughts and take on ours is our belief
that ours will bless him more—excuse, indeed, to
furnish missions and enthusiasm. The most of us
are so eagerly unselfish in our proselyting that we
call hard names and feel bitter against him if he
does not accept our friendly offer. Let us rather fall
back on our unity with him, make our own light
shine the better and wait.

‘‘Best of all methods to recommend an unpopular
faith to acceptance is being brave in th‘ought, yet
broad in sympathies. Not visibly brave and invis-
ibly broad, as some are apt to be. Not visibly broad
and invisibly brave, like certain other friends, but
brave, so that men will say ‘He is a radical’; broad,
so that men shall add: ‘He is reverent,” and by
being so religious in actual life that, as far as one is
known, men and women shall be confronted by a
living proof that what they may call ‘infidelity’ is at
least fidelity to high morality and widely active
unselfishness. Live up to the motto,‘Freedom with
Fellowship in Religion,’ and then within some hum-
ble sphere, we cannot help being its missionary, for
as we go our whole bearing will preach it—it, the
Freedom with the Fellowship."’




CHAPTER X.

THEIR ENGLISH VISIT.

After the Chicago fire, Mr. Moody received what
he termed a “‘call from on High'’ to visit England.
So, in 1873, accompanied by Mr. Sankey-and their
respective families, they arrived in Liverpool. Mr.
Moody had previously received two invitations from
London clergymen to come and hold meetings
in that city, and it was with this in view that he
made the trip. On his arrival in England, what
was his surprise to learn that both ministers were
dead. The evangelists had taken but a small
amount of money with them, and they were conse-
quently about stranded. Mr. Moody’s financial
genii, however, came to his aid, and he at once issued

an edition of song books, which brought them in
sufficient money to pay their expenses, and became a
wonderful success from the start, many thousands
of copies being sold and much revenue being
derived therefrom. Mr. Moody remembered that
he had had some correspondence with a minister at
York. He wrote to that gentleman of his arrival
in London, and of his disappointment in not finding
the two friends he had come to see, and suggested
that it might be well to start the meetings at York.

The York minister replied that he did not think the
time propitious for a revival, but this did not pre-

vent Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey from going there,
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Their reception was not the most cordial. Their
methods of advertising were so new and different
from what the conservative English church people
had been used to, that they were looked upon with
suspicion. They advertised their meetings in the
daily press, and placed large posters on the dead
walls.

At the first prayer-meeting, held on Sunday morn-
ing in a small room of the Association building, only
four persons were present; and Mr. Moody has char-
acterized that as the best service he ever attended.
The clergy looked coldly on the evangelists as
intruders, and most of the churches were closed to
them. They labored on bravely against these dis-
couragements for a month, and were comforted by
seeing above two hundred converts to Christ. Their
work at Sunderland began on Sunday, July 27th, at
the invitation of a Baptist pastor. The ministers
still held aloof, and even the Young Men’s Christian
Association eyed them suspiciously for a week before
offering the hand of fellowship. But the meetings
steadily waxed larger. "

The evangelists were invited to Newcastle-on-the-~
Tyne by the chief ministers of that town, and were
heartily sustained by the leaders of the tongrega-
tions. And now Mr. Moody confessed his hope.
‘“We are on the eve of a great revival which may
cover Great Britain, and perhaps make itself felt in
America. And why may not the fire burn as long
as I live? When this revival spirit dies, may I die
with it.”” His prophetic words met an immediate
fulfillment. All the meetings were thronged with
attentive listeners, and as many as thirty-four ser-

vices were held in a single week. A noonday prayer
8
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meeting was organized, while special efforts were
made to reach the factory hands and business men.
An all-day meeting was held on September 1oth,
wherein seventeen hundred participated. One hour
was spent in Bible reading, another on the promises,
and the last in an examination of what the Scriptures
teach concerning Heaven. The town was wonder-
fully awakened, and every night sinners were drawn
to the uplifted Savior.

Edinburgh was prepared for the manifestation of
a signal blessing by a series of union prayer-meet-
ings held in October and November, which softened
and unified the hearts of Christians of various
names. Henceit wasthat the evangelists were wel-
comed in such a spirit of sympathy that captious
criticism was unthought of. The ministry of song
was an unheard-of innovation. Yet the rooted aver-
sion of the Scottish people to the singing of aught
but psalms, gave way quickly to the evident testi-
mony of the Spirit to the spirituality of his messages
and the tenderness of his voice. On the first day,
Sunday, November 23d, the Music Hall was thronged
with two thousand auditors, and many more were
excluded. Five hundred met at noon on Monday
for prayer, and that attendance was soon doubled.
Meetings for inquirers was held after each service.
Three hundred in the first week confessed their
sins had been forgiven. Their ages ranged from
seventy-five to eleven. Students and soldiers, poor
and rich, the backsliding, intemperate, and skep-
tical, were all represented. The largest halls were
found to be too small to accommodate the eager audi-
ences. A striking case of conversion was that of a
potorious infidel, the chairman of a club of free.

M1
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MR. MOODY'S (‘HAR:\CTERISTI(‘ ATTITUDE.
1

This was a favorite gesture of Mr. Moody when making a telling scriptural point.
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thinkers. He declared his utter disbelief in the
value of prayer, and defied Mr. Moody to test its
power on him. The evangelist accepted the chal-
lenge in faith, and remembered him continually in
his petitions till he heard of his finding Christ,
months afterward. An impressive watch-meeting
was held on the last night of the year 1873, and a
special blessing was besought for the British people.
The week of prayer, from the 4th to the r1th of
January, 1874, was observed throughout all Scotland,
as a season of united prayer for invoking the Lord
to visit the nation, and the entire world in mercy.
The most remarkable feature of this revival has
been described as ‘‘the presence and the power of the
Holy Ghost, the solemn awe, the prayerful, believ-
ing, expectant spirit, the anxious inquiry of unsaved
souls, and the longing of believers to grow more like
Christ—their hungering and thirsting after holi-
ness.”” Similar characteristics have marked the
advent of these yoke-fellows in every community.
This mission in Edinburgh, which lasted till the 21st
of January, 1874, resulted in adding three thousand
to the city churches.

At Dundee, meetings were held in the open air,
at which from ten to sixteen thousand were present.
Four hundred converts attended the meeting for
praise and instruction. The city of Glasgow was
reached on Sunday, February 8th. The first audi-
ence consisted of three thousand Sunday-school
teachers; the prayer-meeting opened with half that
number. The Crystal Palace, which held above five
thousand, was always crowded, though admission
could only be had by ticket. To meet the emer-
gency, special meetings were organized for your:;
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6ctober

men and young women, inquirers, workingmen,

and the intemperate. ‘' Seventeen thousand signa- was stin
| tures to the pledge were secured here. So the bition F
i work of awakening went on for three months, and on §
i steadily increasing in power. On the last Sun- At the
f day afternoon, a great audience of some twenty aumber
i or thirty thousand gathered in the Palace garden, Roman
i and hung on the words of Mr. Moody, as he parish p
| spoke from the seat of a carriage. More than i easankil
‘ three thousand united to the city congregations, the faithful
il large proportion of whom were uhder twenty-five. o :
! ¥ - tinually
; Short visits were then made to Paisley, Greenock still. hol
1| and Gourock. In the summer a tour was taken e d;d %
E | through the Highlands, for the sowing of the seed /  hundre
it || of the Word. Meetings were held in the open air at / land
;3 | Perth, Aberdeen, Inverness, and elsewhere; and fe sséd ¢
I many souls were won. In Ireland, the common Manc
i people heard the preacher gladly. . The good work ing on
began at Belfast, on Sunday, September 6, 1874. wets ol
; To reach as many as possible, separate sessions were sand Cl
i . had for women and for men, for professing Chris- vsn &%
| tians,” for the unconverted, and for inquirers, for the wit
;‘ young men and for boys. Huge gatherings were [ overfio
| also addressed in the Botanic Gardens, a space of six olsewh
‘ acres being filled with attentive hearers. On Mon- a8 Wi
day, September 27th, a remarkable meeting of eight district
hours' for inquirers was held, wherein above two dwellin
hundred young men came unto Jesus and took His Ou &8
yoke upop them. And when the young converts of Na:
were co‘cted into a farewell meeting, tickets for abort
2,150 were granted to such applicants. elation
Dublin, five-sixths of whose inhabitants were not Christi
\ Protestant, awoke into a newness of religious life on ing me
the advent of the evangelists. From the 25th of
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October to the 29th of November, the whole city
was stirred in a wonderful way. The great Exhi-.
bition Palace contained audiences in the evenings
and on Sundays of from twelve to fifteen thousand.
At the prayer-meetings and Bible readings, the
number often exceeded two thousand. Many
Roman Catholics were attentive listeners, and
parish priests as well. The stillness of these vast
assemblies was very marked. Truly the Lord was
faithful in answering the prayer Mr. Moody con-
tinually offered in private: ‘‘O God, keep the people
still, hold the meeting in Thy hand.’" These labors
ended with-a three-days’' convention, at which eight
hundred ministers attended, from all parts of Ire-
land. Above two thousand young converts con-
fessed their new-born faith.

Manchejter for eight months had besought a bless-
ing on its people; and these preparatory services
were closed with a Communion in which two thou-
sand Christians united. The month of December
was devoted here to evangelistic work. In spite of
the wintry weather, the halls were crowded, and
overflow meetings had to be organized. "Here, as
elsewhere, the large proportion of men in attend-
ance was noticeable. The city was mapped out into
districts, and the duty of distributing cards at every
dwelling was assigned to a large corps of volunteers.
On one side of these was printed the hymn *‘Jesus
of Nazareth Passeth By;” and on the other, a
short address by Mr. Moody, his text being Rev-
elations iii.,, :20. The efforts of the Young Men'’s
Christian Association to purchase a suitable build-
ing met with a cordial indorsement, and a fourth of
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the entire amount needed was obtained at the first
public meeting.

In Sheffield, the scheme of house-to-house visita-
tion had to be abandoned in order to secure the co-
operation of the clergy of the Church of England.
The opening meeting was held on New Year's eve,
and the address in that watch-night service was
upon Work. The great congregation, in response
to Mr. Moody’s request, finished the old year and
began the new on their knees. For a fortnight the
dwellers in this industrial town collected ip such
numbers as to pack the halls and the :sidewalks
about them, so that the evangelist had frequently
to speak in the open air. The work at Birming-
ham, ‘‘the toy-shop of the world,’’ was also limited
for lack of time. The spacious Town Hall was
crowded on January 17, 1875; and for the other
gatherings, even Bingley Hall, which held twelve
thousand, proved too!small. Another Christian
convention was held, at which above a thotisand
ministers attended. Sikteen hundred converts re-
ceived tickets to the special meeting for counsel.
After pausing a week for a vacation, these lay apos-
tles began their ministry of a month at Liverpool on
February 7th. Victoria Hall, a wooden structure,

able to shelter eleven thousand, was expressly
erected for their reception. It was crowded at all
the night services, while an average of six thousand
attended the Bible lectures and noon meetings for
prayer. These three services were held every day
except Saturday, when these devoted laborers took
the rest which their overtaxed energies so impera-
tively demanded.. The house-to-house visitation
was resumed here, and efforts were made to have a
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personal talk with the non-churchgoers. The cor-
ner-stone for the new hall of the Y. M. C. A. was
laid, and a convention held for two days, which was
“largely attended by ministers and laymen.

Four months were devoted to evangelizing the
gigantic metropolis of London. Four centers were
selected for preaching. Agricultural Hall, at Isling-
ton, North London, could seat 14,000 and give
standing room for 6,000 more; Bow Road Hall, in the
extreme east had .10,000 sittings; the Royal Opera
House in the west end was in the aristocratic quarter
of Westminster; and Victoria Theater, in the south,
was used until Camberwell Hall was completed’in
June. This gospel campaign—the mightiest ever
undertaken by any evangelist—was preceded by a
course of union prayer-meetings for five months, that
the Lord might prepare the way for a glorious man-
ifestation of His power by purging the hearts of
His own followers. A private conference was also
héld in advance with fifteen hundred of the city
clergy, in order to explain the usgal plan of proced-
ure, and remove any misapprehensions that might
exist. The whole city was parceled out for canvass-
ing, and countless bands of yoke-fellows were sent
out to' leave at every dwelling the 'tract drawn up
by Mr. Moody, and to tender an invitation to the
services. Among these laborers was an old woman
aged eighty-five years, who fulfilled her duties faith-
fully, and met everywhere words of kindness. This
wonderful mission was opened on Tuesday evening,
the oth of March, at Islington. For a time the ser-

vices were met with mockery and ribald speeches
without, by disorderly men and women. But these
demonstrations soon subsided, as the real piety of
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the speakers became evident. Fully 80,000 attended
the services of the first three days, and 45,000 heard
the three addresses on the Sunday following. At
the Royal Opera House, the nobility and gentry of
England were directly reached by Bible readings,
and members of\ the royal family were frequently
present. . The last‘gospel meeting was greater than
any preceding, and a great number arose to receive
the Lord Jesus Christ. The final meeting of thanks-
giving was held at Mildmay Park Conference Hall,
on July rzth. Seven hundred ministers were pres.
ent to say farewell to the evangelist, whom they
were so loth to see depart. Dr. A. Bonar testified
that the work of increase was still going on in Glas-
gow, with at least 7,000 members already added to
its churches. Other ministers bore wifness to the
abundant fruit of the revival. Then, after silent
prayer, the two evangelists hastily withdrew, not
daring to expose themselves to the ordeal of part-
ing with so many dear associates. - They had held
285 meetings in London; these were attended by
fully 2,500,000 people; the expenses were $140,000.
These companiong came together at the final meet-
ings in Liverpool. They sailed- homeward on the
6th of August, gttended by many loving prayers,
and arrived in New York on the 14th.

It was -during their first meetings in England,
that a rumor was circulated throughout the British *
Isles, that Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey were frauds
of the rankest order, and that they had no standing
whataver in America;and particularly in Chicago,
from whence they hailed. Mr. Moody did not pay
much attention to ¢his at first, but it began to be so
widely circulated /that it appeared as if the conse-
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quences might be serious. So he cabled to his
friends in America, and the ministers of Chicago
endorsed him in the following resolutions:

““We, the undersigned pastors of the city of Chi-
cago, learning that the Christian character of D. L.
Moody has been attacked, for the purpose of de-
stroying his influence as an evangelist in Scotland,
hereby certify that his labors in the Young Men's
Christian Association, and as an evangelist in this
city and elsewhere, according to the best informa-
tion we can get, have been evangelical and Christian
in the highest sense of those terms; and we do not
hesitate to commend him ‘as an earnest Christian
worker, worthy of the confidence of our Scotch and
English brethren, with whom he is now laboring;
believing that the Master will be honored by them
in so receiving him among them as a co-laborer in
the vineyard of the Lord."’

While holding meetings\in Liverpool, an immense
audience was assembled one evening, which was
being addressed by the Rev. Chas. Garrett, a Meth-
odist minister of that city. Mr. Garrett, irf his re-
marks, deplored the fact that there was no place in
Liverpool or any of the large English cities, where
workmen could find recreation without spending
their time in the saloons and drinking places: He
thought that it would be a splendid scheme if some
plan could be deviséd whereby the workmengcould
be looked after. This gave Mr. Moody an idea, and
he was seen in a hurried whispered consultation
with a number of the gentlemen who occupied the
stage. Mr. Garrett finished his remarks while Mr.
Moody was still whispering. Mr. Moody requested
him to contmue for ten minutes. Mr. Garrett con-
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tinued, and at the close of his remarks, Mr. Moody
announced that he had just formed the British
Workmen Company—Ilimited — with a capital of
$50,000. That Lord So-and-So—indicating one of
the gentlemen on the stage—had subscribed a thou-
sand pounds; Lord So-and-So, another stage occu-
pant, another thousand pounds, and so on, until
forty thousand pounds had been subscribed inside
of ten minutes. Mr. Moody then announced that
Mr. Garrett would take charge of the fund and pro-
ceed to the erection of coffee houses, as outlined in
his address, and also suggested that Mr. Garrett
raise the balance necessary to make up the total
capital. Mr. Garrett protested that the rules of his
church would not permit him to remain longer in
Liverpool, he having finished the three years’ term
of his pastorate. Mr. Moody told him, he would
fix that, and he did. The coffee houses were estab-
lished in Liverpool and spread to all of the large
cities of England. They paid, in dividends, to the
stockholders, 25 per cent for many years, and never
less than 1o per cent. In this connection it may be
well to state that Mr, Garrett, who remained at the
head of the institution for many years, was the first
minister of the Methodist Church in' England who
was ever allowedyto remain in one place longer
than the stipulated three years.

In speaking once of the incidents of his European
visit, Mr. Moody told the following stofy:

“I went to London in 1872 just to spend three or
four months, and one night I spoke in a prayer-

meeting. I went into a Congregational church, and,
I preached with an unusual power. There didn't\

seem to be anything out of the regular line in the




MR. MOODY ON A MORNING DRIVE

He was in the habit of rising early and, while at Northfield, usually took an early morning drive over the settlement
and farms, 2
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service. In fact, I was a little disappointed. I
didn’t seem to-have much liberty there. That even-
ing, at 6.30, I preached to men. There seemed to
be a great power. It seemed as if the building was
filled with the glory of God, and I asked for an ex-
pression when I got through. They rose by the
hundreds. I said, ‘They don't know what this
means;’ so I thought I would put anothér test. I
just asked them to step back into the chapel—all
those that wanted to become Christians, but no one
else. They flocked into the chapel by the hundreds.
I was in great perplexity. I couldn't understand
what it meant. I went down to Dublin the next
day, and on Tuesday morning I got a dispatch
saying, ‘Come to London at once and helpus.’ I
didn’t know what to make of it, but I hastened back &
to London and labored there ten days, and there
were four hundred names recorded at that time.
For months I could not understand what it meant,
but by-and-by I found out.”




CHAPTER XI.

THE BIRMINGHAM MEETING.

Moody and Sankey were at Birmingham in the
early part of January in 1874. Their first meeting
was held on Sunday morning, the 17th, at 8 o’clock;
in the town hall. The meeting was for ‘‘Christian
workers,”’ and the admission was by ticket. The
morning was cheerless, damp and raw, but the
people were crowded in every part. In the after-
noon they held an open service in the hall, and
thousands went away unable to get in. The great
test, however, which they had excited came in the
evening. In October, 1873, when Mr. Bright
addressed his constituents after-his return to the
cabinet, he spoke in Bingley Hall, a building used
for the annual cattle show, and as a drill hall for
the volunteers. Various estimates were made as to
the number of people who listened on that occasion.
It seems probable that most of them fell far short of

_the truth. There were no seats on the floor of the .
hall, and without seats there is now reason to believe * N
that the hall will hold between 20,000 and 25,000
people. It was crowded in every part.

For the meetings, the ‘“Moody and Sankey Com-

mittee’’ hired upwards of 9,060 chairs. On their

first Sunday evening, long before 8 o’clock, when

the services commenced, not only were all the
- / 128
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chairs occupied, but several thousands of people were
standing, and thousands could not gain admission.
It is believed by those who are in a position to
judge, that there were " fully 13,000 people present
every night. Through the first week the hall was
thronged in the same way, and there were wvast
crowds outside.

On Sunday morning, January 24th, it was filled
with people who obtained admission by tickets, and
who, before they received their tickets declared that
they were not in the habit of attending any place of
worship. In the afternoon of the-same day, it was
filled with women, and a second service was held in
the town hall for the overflow, and in the evening
it was filled with men. There was a break on the
Monday afternoon of the second week, when Mr.
Moody had an engagement at Manchester. He pro-
fessed to have met Christ on his visit to that city.
Mr. Bright spoke in the hall that night, and it was
most inconveniently crowded, but some people were
of the opinion that on several of the following eve-
nings the crowd that filled the hall for religious ser-
vice was denser than that which filled it for the
political demonstration. ‘

Night after night, long before the hour of service,
long rows of carriages stood in the street filled with
persons who hoped that when the crowd about the
doors had thinned, they might be able to find stand-
ing room just inside, and thousands streamed away
because they found they had come too late to have
a chance of pressing in.

In addition to the evening service, there was a
prayer meeting every noon, at which Mr. Moody

gave an address of twenty or twenty-five. minutes,
9
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THE BIRMINGHAM MEETING.

and Mr. Sankey sang. The meeting was held at
first in the Town Hall, which was generally quite
ful. On the last four days it was held in Bingley
Hall, and the attendance varied from four to six
thousand. At three o’clock, after the first day or
two, Mr. Moody gave a Bible lecture. He began
in Carr’s Lane Chapel, which was soon found to be
too small. It was then transferred to Bingley Hall,
and the attendance varied from five to ten thousand.
The meetings had been well advertised. The
local newspapers published a series of articles on
Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey before they came,
describing the impression they had produced in
Scotland and Ireland. The Morning News gener-
ally gave several columns each day to the reports of
the service. The Daily Post gave great prominence
to this news feature, and even thelocal Conservative
organ, the Daily Gazette, always had enough about
the evangelist to attract attention. -~ Thé local com-
mittee, in addition to the newspaper notoriety, cov-
ered the walls of the town with placards, announc-
ing the services and these were constantly being
renewed. When the fact became known that Bing-
ley Hall, the largest in the city, had been filled to
hear the strangers, it created a certain measure of
popular excitement and curiosity, which made it
almost certain that the hall.would be filled again.
These services were not deemed ‘‘hysterical.”
The first sign of hysterical excitement was instantly
repressed by Mr. Moody, and it is a curious fact
that althéugh the crowds were enormous, very few
women fainted. It is said there were only three or
four cases during the meeting.
Mr. Sankey had a great share i in kccpmg up the
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interest in the meetings, and it is interesting at this
time to note that the songs which to-day have lived
and are popular in the church and evangelistic work
were the ones used by the great singer in his Euro-
pean meetings. The people were much in love with
such songs as ‘‘Hold the Fort for I am Coming,"
‘“Safe in the Arms of Jesus,” and ‘‘ I am So Glad
that Jesus Loves Me,” but it was not the singing
only that made the services interesting. There
was great animation and variety in them. In the
evening they began with a hymn, which the people
sang together, but what would be the order of the
service no one knew before hand, and it has been
frequently said that Mr. Moody did not even know.
He had the instinctive perception to a remarkable
degree whereby he could easily tell if the people
were interested. After the first hymn somebody
generally offered a short prayer. If it was clear
that the heart of the attendance went with the
prayer, he would then read a chapter and make a
few remarks on it as he read. If not, he would ask
Mr. Sankey to sing a solo, or a solo with a chorus,
in which the people joined, or else one of the most
popular hymns; then he would read a chapter and
perhaps have another hymn or offer a short prayer
himself. Then would come another hymn, and
then the sermon. Sometimes the sermon would be
followed by a solo from Mr. Sankey. Sometimes by
a hymn, in which all united. Sometimes by a prayer.
Everything was%etermined by what was felt to be
the actual mood of the moment. Generally the
whole service was over in a little more than an hour
and a quarter. '

“‘One of the elements of Mr. Moody's power,"’

o
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said a critic of the period, ‘‘consisted in his perfect
naturalism. He had something to say and he said
; it, and said it as simply and directly to 13,000 people
1 as to thirteen. He had nothing of the impudence
| into which some speakers are betrayed when they
! try to be easy and unconventional, but he talked in
a perfectly unconstrained and straightforward way,
1 just as he would talk to half a dozeh old friends at
i his own fireside. The effect of this was very intel-
i ligible. One would no more think of criticising him
’ | than to think of criticising a man one meets in the
i
|
|
|
{

street who directs you to the shortest route to the

depot. There are some men who force one to be

‘critical. . There is a tendency to test every sentence

they utter. Their words are received with a kind

\\ of suspicion, yet this never occurred to the people

» when they listened to Mr. Moody. Now and then

N—~__Mr. Moody quoted a text in a very illegitimate sense.

/\\Iow and then he advanced an argument which

*vould not hold water. Now and then he laid down

principles which seemed untenable, and there may

1 have been a protest, but if so, it was only moment-
arily.”’ .

Mr. J. R. Creed, in an article published in Pear-
son's Magazine, in 1898, about Moody and Sankey,
now says, Though it is more than twenty years
since the Americans, Moody and Sankey, left this

\» country after their remarkable diatribe on British
\ morals; these names are not forgotten.
) During their famous evangelistic tour over 2,500, -

\ ,\/ ooo people attended their meetings in London alone,
and when we consider the thousands that thronged
nightly to hear them in the Provinces and in Ireland
and Scotland, it is probable, that taking all in all,
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they addressed the greatest number of different
people that any other preachers have succeeded in
reaching.

Their names, therefore, have passed into a phrase,
and the memory has been kept green by the sale of
their hymn books, which have attained a circulation
of several millions, a secret the publishers will not
divulge.

And what wonderful men these two—orators and
solicitors—were, whatever may be our opinion of
their methods.

The friends who had invited them to this country,
and guaranteed to pay their expenses, were no
longer alive when they at last reached Liverpool.
To meet these predicaments, which left them com.
pletely stranded, an edition of their hymn book was
at once issued, part of the proceeds from the royalty
being sufficient to cover their personal expenses
from the first Indeed, so ready was the sal€ that
on his return from Ireland, in 1875, Mr. Moody
announced in public his intention of ceasing to make
private .use of the income so derived, and the bal-
ance, which, at the close of the London mission,
had amounted to nearly £6,000, was devoted to the
liquidation of the debt incurred by the members of
the Chicago church, in which Moody was interested. -

There were people who-declared that Moody and
Sankey were over here ‘‘to make as much money
as they could out of the Lord,”’” But though fab-
ulous sums were collected on their behalf, fabulous
sums were also spent. In March, 1875, Moody
received an invitation to visit London. ‘‘If I come,"’
was the preacher's response, ‘‘you will have to
raise £ 5,000 for expenses."’
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The answer came at once—

‘“We have £10,000 ready!”’

As a matter of fact £28,238 gs. 6d. was altogether
received, while the expenses amounted to /28,296
9s. 6d. thus showing the deficit of £58.

Moody and Sankey's reputation had preceded
them, and London awaited their arrival with no
little curiosity. Who were these great men who
placarded each town they intended to visit with
vast posters announcing their arrival? ‘‘Moody and
Sankey are coming!’’ "Was it a traveling show or a
circus, or some popular entertainers?

Wherever they went they engaged the largest
buildings, and, provincial theaters and public halls
were crammed each night from floor to skylight,

thousands who had waited for hours struggled vainly

for admission.

““To hear Moody and Sankey,’’ says a writer of
the day, in a London paper, ‘‘the theaters are
deserted, the gin shops emptied, the streets appear
depopulated, and the very nature and habits of a
work-a-day s world were seized and transformed by
them into something new. They came in scorn,
and left behind respect, surprise, new thoughts, and
whole communities stirred to the quick."’

On March, 16, 1875, over twenty-two thousand
people throgged the Agricultural Hall to hear
them, and more than ten thousand people were
turned away unable to obtain even standing roam.
Such various characters of all ranks and all conditions
of men and women and children as could gather in
the largest buildings, London had never before seen
or known in the metropolis. During the addresses
the audience arose literally in hundreds and
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FREE CHURCH ASSEMBLY HALL, EDINBURGH.
Fifteen thousand Scotchmen crowded into this building to hear Moody and Sankey
turned away ufiable to gain admission.

in 1873, and thousands ;were
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expressed their desire to be saved! ‘‘The cream of

the hour,”” Mr. Moody asserted, ‘‘was in the inquiry,

room. "’
The Prince of Wales, Dean Stanley, and Lord

Cairnes honored the revivalists by going to hear
them. Already they had beecome popular heroes.
One thowsand pounds was offered to Mr. Moody if
he would sit. for a photograph,. an offer which he,
however, unhesitatingly declined, declaring that he
would pay five hundred pounds to be able to prevent
portraits of himself to be sold. Thousands of men
and women, people of high life, who drove up in
their carriages, poor creatures who dragged them-
selves to the meetings on weary feet, professed to
‘““find Christ."”” The converted were divided into
classes and placed under the pastors to whose con-
gregation they belonged.

In speaking of Moody and Sankey, the preacher
was always mentioned first. But to imply from this
that the singer played an inferior part in the work
would be both an unfair and a mistaken view.
Sankey had one of the finest tenor voices that had
ever been heard. When he sang he held the people
enraptured., Moody’s eloquence it is difficult to
criticise. To address and entertain 20,000 people
night after night, month after month, was a per-
formance that only a great preacher could accom-
plish. Yet he made no attempt at rhetoric. Illus-
tration was employed to occupy the place of argu-
ment. Eloquence receded before a store of simple
anecdote. 1
. It was Moody who khitted the attention of the vast

audiences, who held them spellbound, and Sankey"s
wonderful voice which carried them away in a burst

———
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of spiritual enthusiasm, ceasing to leave them once
more, in the great hush that follows, in the convinc-
ing arguments of the preacher.
The most extraordinary &vent’in connection with
Moody and Sankey s visit to this country was in con-
‘nection with their proposed visit to Eaton College.
From some of the boys, or some of the boys' parents,
they received a pressing invitation to visit the school.
The mement this became known there arose such a
storm in London as no similar event has ever called
The question came up before the House of Com-
mons. Thirty-four members arose to their feet. A
serious and animated discussion occurred in the
House of Lords; a remonstrance, newly signed, wa_s“
sent to the head master. '

In spite of this a large tent, capable of holding a

thousand persons, was erected in the south meadow of
the College play field, and a public notice was givea
of a service, especially addressed to the students.
At the last moment, however, an edict was issued
which emphatically prohibited this. Mr. Moody at
once appealed to the Mayor for the use of Round
Hall, a request that was at first acceded to. Shortly
before three, however, the hour at which the serv-
ice was to commence, a notice was posted on the
door declaring that no meeting would be held.
Nothing daunted, Moody obtained permission to
deliver his address in the garden of one of the houses
in High street. At least seventy or eighty Eaton
boys were present. The meeting was very quiet
and orderly. It may be that a lasting impression
was made on these youthful attendants; at 311 events,
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Mr. Moody's address and Sankey’s melodies could

not have done them the slightest harm. ;
When the two finally quitted the country vast j

crowds congregated at Liverpool to see them off.

At their farewell services both Moody’s stand and

Sankey’s organ was decorated with flowers and

costly bouquets; their appearance was greeted with

tremendous applause;. nor is it surprising that orator

and melodist should both be broken down on that

occasion,
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CHAPTER XII.

AMERICAN MEETINGS.

Mr. Moody, at the close of one of his great meet-
ings in Boston, gave'a talk on finance and asked the
people there to give him $30,000. He said that
$20,000 of it would be used to défray the expenses
of the meetings that had been held there, and $10,-
ooo was to secure the use of the tabernacle for one
year for gospel purposes. He stated that in the

they raised enough money to pay the expense of
that meeting, but had raised $8o0,000 additional to
pay the debt of the Y. M. C. A. He said that when
this big sum had been raised, people not in sympathy
with him or his work, stated that Moody and San-
key had carried off a large portion of it. He said
that if this had been true it would have been very
good pay for three months’ work.  He said if he
had taken the money the public would have a right
to know how they spent it. But as they were not
employed by the public, he did not see any reason
why he should give any statement, as there had
never been ‘any collection for them. He said that

when he gave up his business in Chicago, after three

months of the severest struggle of his life, as to

whetHer he should go for dollars and cents, or for

souls, that from that day he had no mere lived for
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money than he had for water. Hesaid he had been
offered $s500 a night to, lecture, and that when the
lecture was over he could go to his hotel and get a
. comfortable night’s sleep. But during his evangel-
ism he had worked all day and talked all night with
inquirers, and that when he was done he was so tired
and weak that he could hardly get to his room.

While holding meetings at Burlington, Ia., a num-
ber of years ago the hall was crowded so densely
that women began to faint; one woman in particular
fell down in a crowd in the aisle and it was with
diﬂicult);,tlidt she could be removed. The weather
was bitfer cold and the air inside the building was
very bad. Mr. Moody changed his plan of con-
ducting the meeting and would order hymns every
five or ten minutes, at which time the windows or
doors would be thrown wide open, allowing the air
of the place to become clear: This was quite a re-
lief and no bad effects were noticeable.

At the Christian convention held in -Boston, in
1877, Mr. Moody was present and told of his own ex-
perience in his Christian work in Chicago, and when
his congregation was discouragingly small, he said
he found a way to success by putting the converts
to work trying to bring others into the fold. He
said that one man who was converted was unable to
speak English, and that when conversation took
place it was done through an interpreter. This
man wanted to do something for the cause and he
was put to work distributing religious bills. Mr.
Moody said that some people blessed him and some
cursed him, but it made no difference to the man,
for he could not understand English. But this man
was the means of converting a great many people.
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Mr. Moody also advocated congregational singing,
" as he beliéved this had done much good work. He
said that he had been able to reach many young
men by going to billiard halls and singing some
patriotic song followed by a religious hymn. He
said that the first signs of the breaking of the ice was
noticed in the men removing their hats and they
soon did not object to hearing the Scriptures read
or a prayer offered. He said that one time he took
sixteen men out of one saloon and nine of them
went to the inquiry room. '

In this -same Boston meeting Mr. Moody was
asked a number of questions, and among them was,
““Why don’t you teach baptism?"’ He said in reply,
“If T should teach baptism by sprinkling, I would
lose the influence of one good sort of Christians.
Evangelists are just to proclaim the gospel, and
they should keep out of that controverted ques-
tion.”” He said the work of the evangelist was
always in proportion to the number of churches
interested in the ‘'movement. He said it was.never
any good arguing‘®with an infidel, the thing was
‘to pray with him. He was not a great believer in
books or tracts, but believed in the Scripture. <

Somebody asked him how gambling in churches
could be cured. He said, have no festivals, there is
no gambling in prayer meetings. He said the first
thing was to get life in yourself. In the camp Sion
convention, held at the Hippodrome in New York
in March, 1876, Mr. Moody said in the course of
one of his talks on Evangelism that he believed the
secret of John Wesley's success was that he.set
every man to work as soon as they were converted.
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He thought the plan a good one, as idleness was
conducive to spiritual laziness.

He said that sometimes a convert would wake up
a whole community and that it was, very natural
that the first thing a man was to do after he was
converted was to go out and tell somebody about it.

He was not a believer in the plan of changing
speakers each night, he said he had known of sev-
eral times when that had been tried and that there
had beén no good results. He thought that the
proper way to hold a religious revival was to have
one or two men to preach continuously for two or
three weeks. He said that a great many meetings
were killed because they were so long. He said
that one of the troubles was that you preach the
people into the spirit and out again before the meet-

' ing was over. He said that the proper thing was

to send the people home hungry and then they
would come again.

The gospel campaign in the Union began at
Brooklyn on Sunday, October 24, 1875, and contin-
ued there until November 19th. The Rink, on
Clermont Avenue, which had sittings for five thou-
sand, was selected for the preaching services, while
Mr. Talmage’s tabernacle was devoted to prayer-
meetings. A choir of 250 Christian singers was led
by Mr. Sankey. 5

In Philadelphia a spacious freight depot, at Thir-
teenth and Market streets, was improvised to serve
as a hall. Chairs were provided for about 10,000
listeners, besides a chorus of six hundred singers
seated-on the platform. The expenses were met by
voluntary contributions outside, which amounted to
$30,000. A corps of three hundred Christians acted
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2

* as ushers, and a like number of selected workers
served in the three inquiry rooms. At the opening
service, early on Sunday morning, November 21st,
nine thousand {vere present, in spite of a drenching
storm. In the afternoon, almost twice as many
were turned away as found entrance. Henceforth,
until the close on January 16th, the attendance and
popular interest never slackened. A special service
was held on Thanksgiving Day, and a watch-meet-
ing on New Year’s eve, from g to 12. Efforts were
made to reach all classes of the community, and the
meetings for young men were specially blessed. A
careful computation puts the total attendance at
900,000, and the converts at 4,000. Before leaving
the city, a collection was made on behalf of the new
hall of the Young Men’s Christian Association, and
about $100,000 were obtained. A Christian conven-
tion was held on the 19th and 2oth of January, and
pertinent suggestions dbout the methods of evangel-

- istic work were given for the benefit of the two
thousand ministers and laymen in attendance from
outlying towns. ; a :

For the mission in New York City, the Hippo-
drome at Madison and Fourth Avenues was leased,
at a rental of $1,500 weekly, and $10,000 were ex-
pended in its preparation. It was partitioned into
two halls, one seating 6,500, the other 4,000, the
intent being to use the second for overflow meet-
ings, and so bring such large congregations more
completely under the speaker’s control. A choir of

8oo singers and a corps of lay workers were organ-

ized. The deep concern of the people to hear the plain

gospel preached and sung was as deep here among
all classes as elsewhere, and the attendance was un-
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flagging from February 7th to April 1gth. Again,
a Christian conference was conven€d for two days,
at which Christian workers from the North.and East
took counsel together. At the. final meeting for
young converts 3,500 were present by ticket.

Mr. Moody spent two weeks in May with his
friend, Major Whittle, at Augusta, Georgia, while
Mr. Sankey took a rest at Newcastle. He preached
with his usual fervor to large congregations. He
traveled northward to Chicago by way of Nashville,
Louisville,  St. Louis and Kansas City, holding
meetings on the way., His new church edifice on
Chicago Avenue, was opened on his arrival. It
was a large brick building with stone facings, meas-
uring 120 by 100 feet, and having a bell-tower 120
feet high. Its entire cost was $100,000, all of which
was paid before its dedication. August and Septem-
ber were spent in a visit to the old Northfield home-
stead, and in little tours to Greenfield, Springfield
and Brattleboro. '

Chicago gave the heartiest welcome to its own
Moody and Sankey in October, where they resumed
the mission work suspended by them three years
before. A tabernacle was erected which could
shelter 10,000, and a choir of 300 singers was organ-
ized. The city pastors gave a most cordial support,
and its populace, many of whom had seen their
homes twice burnt to the ground, were eager to lis-
ten to the earnest messages of free salvation. The
great Northwest was now moved, as never before,
especially when tidings came of the sudden death of
Phillip P. Bliss and his wife at Ashtabula on De-
cember 29th. Within three months 4,800 converts
were recorded in Chicago.
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The evangelical Christians of Boston had long
been waiting on the Lord for a special blessing on
their city. A permanent brick edifice was built on
Tremont Street, able to seat a congregation of six
thousand.  Dr. Tourjee gathered a body of two
thousand Christian singers, and organized it into
five distinct choirs. “The thoughtful addresses of
Rev. Joseph Cook were of use in preparing that cul-
tured and critical city for the advent of the eavangel-
ists. And the result of the- religious services was
almost beyond expectation. Instead of a single
noon meeting for prayer, seven or eight sprang up
throughout the city, with numbers varying from 200
to 1,500. Ninety churches co-operated in a house-
to-house visitation, and 2,000 visitors were enrolled
into these bands of yoke-fellows. Throughout all
New England the quickened activities of the
churches were unmistakable, and the evangelical
faith met a more respectful hearing from its think-

ing classes than had been witnessed for a hundred
years,
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CHAPTER, XIX.
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(
MR. MOODY'S CRISP SAYINGS.

. Personal dealing is. of the utmost importance.
No one can tell how many souls have been lost
through not following up the preaching of the
Gospel by personal work.

- People are not usually converted under the preach-
ing of the minister. It is in the inquiry-meeting
that they are most likely to be brought to Christ.

A doctor doesn’t prescribe cod-liver oil for all

complaints.
What a man wants is to be able to read his Bible,

and to read huyman nature, too.

There are a great many church-members who are
hobbling about on crutches. '

One backslider can do more harm in the world
than twenty Christian men can do good.

Every man should make a public confession if
his sin has been public.

When you tell an unconverted person who desires
to become a Christian that he is to live without sin,
you discourage him.

You can’'t offer a man a greater insult than to
accuse him of telling a wilful lie.

I challenge any infidel to put his finger on any,
‘promise that God has not; kept. '

For 6,000 years the devil has been trying to find

out if God has broken His word.
147
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What a jubilee there would be in Hell to-day if
they found God had broken His word!

Just preach Christ, and the Spirit of God will bear
witness.

We want to get the church up on a higher plain.
Let there be a teaching out of the Scrlptures and
the church will grow. “

A great many churches in this country hardly ex-
pect to gain in numbers. If they hold their own
they think they are doing pretty well.

I don’t believe a man can preach the simple Gos-
pel faithfully, anywhere in this country, and not
have inquirers inside of thirty days, and there will
be those added to the church daily of such as shall
be saved.

If you can get a man to walk across a church be-
fore all the people, and go into an inquiry-room, it
means a great deal.

There is nothing like keeping the people stirred
* up all the time—full of courage—full ‘of hope,

There -is no trouble about getting the people to
attend the weekly prayer-meeting if it is’ made_
"interesting.

We don’t hear of long prayers in the Bible, ex-
cept at the dedication of Solomon’s Temple, and
that comes but once in centuries.

-No one likes to hear a long prayer, and when a
man is making one, very likely the people are pray-’
ing that he will stop.

Long prayers may have been all right in other
times, but they are not now. Men think quicker
than they used to, and act quicker.

If a man will pray fifteen minutes in a prayer-
meeting, he will pray all the spirituality out of it.
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Any minister that preaches twice on Sundays, and
then gives a long lecture in theprayer-meeting, will
kill any church in this country.

I believe the time is coming when in many of our
churches there will be a meeting every night in the
week.

Everything shouldn’t depend on the minister.
What you_%lnt is to bring out all the talent you
have got in'the church.

It helps a meeting wonderfully to introduce new
tunes as fast as the people will learn them.

There ought to be more effort made for good
music in all our churches and Sabbath-schools.

If a woman goes into a house she can sit down
with the wife and family, and talk and pray, and
when the man comes home in the evening he won't
get mad and rage as'he might if a man had been
there.

I firmly believe that if we had to-day, in these
great cities, hundreds where we have one lady mis-
sionary, we would soon break up this Nihilism, and
Communism, and all such things.

When a young mother is-just begmnmg to feel
her responsibility, it 1sn 't very difficult to reach her
heart.

When I commenced to give Bible readings, years
ago, I used to give about forty quotations at one
- time; but I found the people got tired—the sermon
was too heavy for them. Then I cut the number
down to twenty. Now I have cut it to ten. If
I can bring out the meaning of ten passages, with a
story here and there to keep up the interest, I
think I get more truth lodged in their minds
than if I used a hundred passages. There is a dan-
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ger of giving too much; the people won't stand it.

We must give them homeepathic doses. It is better

to take a.dozen passages and throw light on them

than to run over a hundred and not say a word be-
tween them.

I'think there is no better place for people to begin
Christian work than right at their own homes.

If a man hasn’t got a good enough record to have
any effect at home, he won’t be of much account in
the foreign field.

If we keep at it three hundred and sixty-five days
in the year, there will be a good deal of work done
at the end of the year.

Money is a very small account in the sight of God.

The great trouble with many of us is, that we are
working for God without power.

There was a time when I thought the raising of
Lazarus was the greatest work ever done on this
earth. But I think the conversion of those three
thousand Jews on ‘the day of Pentecost was more
wonderful still. )

There.are a gredt many men who had power five
‘years ago that haven’t got it now. They are like
Samson robbed of his strength, or like fishermen
working with old, broken nets.

It is an awfully sad thing for a man to outlive his
usefulness, to be laid aside as a vessel no longer
meet for the Master’s use.

There are a good many Christians God can’t use
as He used them once.

Of all the skeptics I have seen, I have never seen
but one who claimed to have read the Bible through,
and I doubted hiin, because he could not tell me of
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but one verse in the Bible, and that was, ‘‘Jesus
wept.”

As for the mysteries of the Bible I am glad they
are there, and that there are heights and depths
that I have neyer been able to fathom, and length
and breadth tijat no man has ever Been able to dis- -
cover. IfI could take that book up and understand
it all it would be pretty good proof that it did not
come from God.

It is easy to talk against the Bible, but did you
ever think how dark this old world would be without
it?

Millions of men have gone down to the grave
because of their loyalty to the Bible. Some people 1
have tried to stamp it out, but God has raised up
witnesses forit. I thank God I live where it is read.
Anarchy, nihilism, socialism, would sweep this
whole country, your property and your life would -
not be safe, if it was not for this old book.

If you do not like the Bible it is because it con-
demns your sins. So if you sde a man to-morrow
talking against the good book you may know he
gets hit. Throw a stone among a group of dogs
and the dog that gets hit goes off yelping every
time.

Take the most faithful follower of Satan in Chi.
cago for the last five years, and take a most faithful
follower of Jesus Christ and let the two stand on this
platform and their very faces would tell the story.

There is a great joy in the service of Christ that
the world knows nothing of, and you never will
know unless you taste it

If you find a man howling about hypocrites, you
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just look out for him, 9’3 doesn’'t live very far from
one himself.

Most people have she idea that a man has got to
join the church to be a hypocrite; my friends, I will
find a hundred in the world while you find one in
the church. :

No man can believe the Bible without purifying
his soul. _

I don't think the prodigal son did much feeling
till he got his feet under his father's mahogany
table.

Let men act up to their convictions and what a
meeting we would show you.

A man who will let a saloon-keeper or a gambler
or a harlot keep him from what is right, I greatly
pity.

Life is very sweet to me, and I can conceive of no
sweeter work than that I am engaged in.

If your excuses will not stand the light of eternity
throw them to the four winds.

It is the work of the shepherd to seek the lost.
Who ever heard of a’sheep seeking a lost shep-
herd?

I want to tell you, if your religion isn’t saving you
and keeping you day by day from sin, it is a shame,
it is not the religion of Jesus Christ.

The Catholics have the same Savior as the Protest-
ants,—one shepherd, one Christ.

The difficulty with a great many churches is that’

there are too many stumpsin the way of the plough.
Knowledge is certainly better than feelings.
If you want results, just pray.
There is only one thing that will thoroughly sat-
isfy a longing heart, and that is Jesus Christ,

—
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EXHIBITION HALL, DUBLIN.
This great hall in the heart of the Irish Capital was daily filled during the Moody mectings at that place.
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You never saw a millionaire in your life, who was
satisfied.

You know sheep never lie down to rest until they
get enough to eat and drink.

I believe that where there is one sermon \preached
to the unconverted, there should be one hundred
preached to the church members,

I remember when I was a boy I used to attempt
to jump over my shadow, but I never succeeded in
getting over it. '

There are quite a number of nameless characters
in the Scriptures that have shone very brightly in
this world in the Scripture. - :

There are a good many who have an idea that
distilling whiskey is all right if they will only give
their money to the church.

A man may erect a synagogue and stxll be a black-

hearted villian, Y
Treat men as they should be treated, and see if

you do not win their esteem and respect.
Don't blow a trumpet and say that you have done
so much for your servants; do it kindly and quietly.
If you find a’man that has very hlgb thoughts of
himself he will have very low thoughtb of God.
I pity those men who hold on with a tight grip to
everything they have. .
If you want to show Kindness to a person, do it.
while you are living. '
Business men can reach the men employed by
" them a good deal better than the minister.
If we are going to get victory over the world we
will have to get it through Christ.
I wouldn’t think of talking to unconverted men

.

¢
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about overcoming the world, for it is utterly impos-
sible for them to accomplish anything.

Don’t let any man think that he is going to over-
come his enemies without putting forth his strength
with God’s power. ' ‘

If you were to take a mill and put it forty feet
above ahy river in this country, there isn’t capital
enough in the world to make that river turn the
mill; but get it down about forty feet and then it
works.

When Abraham took his eyes off God he was weak
like.other men and denied his wife.

It is a very singular thing to notice how the men
in the Bible, if they have fallen, have generally
fallen on the strongest points of their own charac-
ters.

Abraham was celebrated for his faithy and he fell
there; but he lost that faith and denied his wife.

Moses was noted for his meekness and'humiiity,

" he lost his temper and God kept him out of the

promised land. Elijah was honored for his power-
in prayer and his courage, but he became acoward.
Queen Jezebel scared the life nearly out of him.
Peter was noted for his boldness, and a little maid
frightened him nearly out of his wits.

The most objectionable characters one meets are
those who are attempting to walk by sight and not
by faith.

I believe that a great many Christians are over-
come because they don’'t know what a terrible fright
they have.

It is no sign because a man is a Christian that he
is going to avercome the world.
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The worst enemy one has to overcome, after‘all,
is oneself.

I have had more trouble with D. L. Moody than
with any other man who has ever crossed my path.

If one member of the family is constantly snap-
ping, the whole family will soon be snapping.

Christianity isn’'t worth the snap of a finger if it
doesn't straighten out characters.

If people ain’t sure when you are telling the
truth, there is something radically wrong, and you
had better straighten it out at once.

There are a great many ‘people who only want
enough Christianity to make them respectable.

There is only one royal way, and that is by the
way of Calvary. ;

There is more said in the B1b1e against covetous-
ness than against intemperance.

We think when a man gets drunk he is a horrid
monster, but a covetous man will often be received
into the church and be put up into office, who is as
vile and black in the sight of God as any drunkard.

You needn’t be proud of your face, for there is
not one of you but that after ten days in the grave
the worms would be eating your body.

You must put off the mortal to put on immortality.

Every time we overcome one temptatlon we get
strength to overcome another. i

I honestly believe we are down here in school; in
training; and if we cannot overcome we are not fit
for God’s service.

I am a joint heir with Jesus Christ, and you must
find out how much He is worth in order to estimate:
my wealth.
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We are not only heirs but joint heirs; and all

What we want isa Christianity that goes into our
hames and every-day lives.

Some men’s religion just makes me sick.

It is wrong for a man or woman to profess what
they don’t possess.

If you are not overcoming temptations, the world
is overcoming you.

Your ministers may preach like Gabriel on Sun-
day, but that won't do any good if you live like
Satan during the week in your homes.

There are a good many people who are delighted
when you talk about the sins of the patriarchs, and
other Bible characters, but when you come here and
touch upon the sins of this city that is another thing.

Did you ever notice that all but the heart of man
praises God? If you look right through history, you
will find that everything but the heart of man obeys
God. . g

-Now if you want to get near God, just obey Him.

Obedience is a matter of the heart.

He takes those into the nearest communion w1th
Himself who just obey Him.

The man or woman that is nearest to God is the
man or woman that is just obeying Him.

My dear friends, as long as we are living a dis-
obedient life, we cannot do a thing to please God.

What the Lord wants is not what you have got,
but yourself, and you cannot do a thing to please

. God until you surrender yourself to Him.

I believe the wretchedness and misery and woe in

our American cities to-day comes from disobedience
to God.
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There is a great reward in keeping God's laws
and statutes, but a great curse upon them that will
disobey God.

People don't like to read legal documents; but if
you are mentioned in the will it becomes mstantly
very interesting reading.

If you haven't any faith in a doctor, you don’t
want him in the house, you wouldn't commit the
life of your,child into his hands.

Faith is the foundation of all social intercourse.

You might as well ask a man to hear without ears,
see without eyes, walk without feet, as to ask h man
to believe without g1v1ng him something to believe.

A creed is the road or street. It is very good as
far as it goes but if it doesn’t take us to Christ it is
worthless. ' .

I don’t believe any man is so constituted that he

can not believe God if he wants to.

Put your finger on a promise that God has made
to man that he hasn’t kept, and then we will talk
about not believing Him. . ‘

When a man says he can not believe himself, but
can believe in God, then he is on the right road.

The trouble is, people who don’t know what the
Bible says say they cannot believe it.

There are a lot of people running around who
haven't got any roots.

. A good many people live on negations. They are
always telling what they don’t believe.

The best illustration of faith is a little child. She
never bothers her head as to where she is going to
get her breakfast or supper.

I believe that faith grows like every other thing.
You only have to water and feed it.

-
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There is nothing to hinder you from being saved °
but your own will. .

There are a great many people living on a few
chapters and verses. They don’t take the whole of
the Bible. '

You cannot touch Jesus Christ anywhere that
there is not something supernatural about Him.

I don’t like these gilt-edged Bibles that look like
they had never been used.

I earnestly believe that this old world has swung
out in the cold and dark and will never swing back
until the truth dawns upon it, that ‘‘God is love."’

You take a man or woman and make them believe
that there is no one in the wide world that loves or’
cares for them, and they would rather die than live.
That is the class thdt commits suicide.

The thing we prize above everything else in this
world is love, and that is what God prizes above
everything else.

There isn’'t a commandment that hasn’t come
from the loving heart of God, and what He wants is
to have us give up that which is going to mar our hap-
piness in this life and the life to come:

There is no book after all that will draw people
like the Bible.

Don’t get a Bible so goad that you will be afraid
to carry it for fear you will soil it.

There are a great many people who know only
what they hear from other people.

A good way to study the Bible is to take one book
at a time. Iknow some people who never sit down
to read a book until they have time to read the
whole of it.

Justification is what turned Martin Luther inside

out.
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out. The truth dawned upon him as he went up
those stairs in Rome.

I believe a man may comg in here a thief and go
out a saint. I believe a man may come in here as
vile as Hell itself and go out saved.

I honestly believe that the greatest mistake we
are making in this country is that we don’t have
more expository preaching.

I never saw anyone that kept the Sabbath and
reverenced God's sanctuary who didn’t prosper. I
have never seen a man desert the house, the law, or
the statutes of God, but that he grew lean.

I believe the reason so many people are having
- such hard times now is betause they have wandered
into sin. -

The kiss of Judas wounded the heart of the Son
of God a good deal more than the Roman spear did.

The wife that lets down the standard in order to
reach her husband'always loses ground.

When you see a Christian minister making the
- ungodly people in his congregatlon his society, look
out for him, .

When you see a man or woman in your.church
that would rather be with the ungodly than with
God’s people look out for their piety. It isn’t skin
deep.

Did you ever think of the yards and yards of talk -

that you hear that doesn’t amount to anything?
There are many Christians in the world about
waist deep, and then they wonder why they haven't
any power or influence.
. Don’t let the world get hold of you. Keep it
under.
Let every man use the talent God has given him.
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Don't be mourning because you haven't more,
but just take what you have and go to work.

If you can reach a man by taking him to the Epis-
copal church, take him to the Episcopal church. If
you can reach him by taking him to the Baptist
church, take him to the Baptist church. * Never
mind about the creeds and doctrines. Never mind
about these names, they are nothing. What we
want is to get him above these party walls.\

It is the work of the Holy Ghost to convict of sin.

I have seen people who, when the spirit of God
has been working mightily, would get up and go
out and slam the door after them in a bad passion.
Not a bad sign.

A great many are always trying to make them-
selves love God. You cannot do it. Love must be
spontaneous. You cannot love by trying to make
yourself love.

You never in your life saw a man full of God who
wasn't fullof Scripture.

I don’t know what angel it was that got down to
the plains to tell the shepherds that Christ had come,
but I have an idea that it was Gabriel.

I believe John Wesley did as much good as Charles.
One preached and the other sung the gospel halfway
around the world in a very short time.

I don’t believe that any four walls are going to
hold any man's influence.

I think one of the most lamentable things of this
day is that Satan can walk right into some of our
best Christian homes and families and haul the chil-
dren down into the deepest and darkest depths, and

we haven’'t got the power to reach them and bring
them back.
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A good many are trying to work with the anoint-
ing they got many years ago.

There are a lot of Samsons around who have lost
their hair. How many sermons have you heard of
which you cannot remember a single word?

When the Spirit of God is in a man the fire just
burns.

I have no sympathy with the idea if we ask God
to do a certain work He is going to give us chaff in
return.

Sometimes when I have prayed it has seemed as
if the Heavens were closed over me.

I have often said I had rather be able to pray like
Daniel than preach like Gabriel.

I am sometimes ashamed of myself to think how
fluent I am when I go into the presence of God.
As if God was on an equal footing with me, or
rather as if I was on an equal footing with God—as
if there was no difference between us.

One of the truest signs that a man is growing
great is that God increases and he decreases.

The next true element to prayer is restitution.

It is folly for us to ask God to do something for
us that we can do for ourselves.

Let us look out that we are not one of the class
who come to the Lord constantly for favors and
never thank Him.

This is one the sweetest promises Christ left for
65 “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose
" mind is stayed on Thee, becduse he trusteth in
Thee.”

If I wanted to find a man who had rest I would
not go among the very wealthy.
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The man or woman that is looking after the last
fashion doesn’t get rest to his soul.

Some people go back into the past and rake up all
the troubles they ever had, and then they look into
the future and anticipate that they will have still
more trouble, and then they go reeling and stagger-
ing all through life. :

About the first thing a mother does is to teach
her child to look.

I tell you I had rather have ten thousand enemies
outside than one inside.

The moment we begin to rob God then darkness
and misery and wretchedness will come.

It is very easy to talk about revivals, but do you
know that there is not a denomination that hasn’t
sprung out of revivals?

I venture to say there is many a church where
four-fifths of the members were converted during
revivals.

I believe whenever you see a Christian man's chil-

dren turn out wrong, a good dejl of the fault lies at
his own door. [

There is one thing about a back-slider, he is
always finding fault with church members.

I will challenge you to find a father or mother
that has back-slidden whose children haven’t gone
to ruin.

I think the hardest people to reach are the sons
and daughters of back-sliders.

That Pharisée that went up to the temple to pray

with the poor publican, did he know anything about
meekness?
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You put a man that has been living in wickedness
and sin in the crystal pavement, and it would be
Hell to him.

You may look at your little innocent child, but
remember that a separation is going to come. If
that child dies in early childhood, the Master-will
take it to Himself, and you will not be permitted to
sit in the kingdom with that child until you are
born again.

When God speaks you and I can afford to listen.

I pity any man that goes into the pulpit and picks
that old Biblefo pieces.

-I have noticed that when a man does begin to
pick the Bible to pieces it doesn’'t take him more
than five years to tear it all to pieces. What is the
use of being five years about what you can do in five
minutes?

I am not here to defend the Bible. It will take
care of itself.

I want to say to any scoffer that has come in here
to-day, you can laugh at that old Bible, you can
scoff at your mother's God, you can laugh at min-
isters and Christians, but the hour is coming when
one promise in that old book will be worth more to
you than ten thousand worlds like this.

It is an old saying, ‘‘Get the lamb and you will
get the sheep.”” I gave that up years ago. Give
me the sheep and then I will have some one to nurse
the lambs.

It has always been a mystery to me that a woman
can turn against the Son of God, for there is not a
country to-day where Christ is not preached where
woman is not a slave or a toy.

I said when I was in Jerusalem that if I had my
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choice, in a Mohammedan country, of being born a
woman or-a donkey I would rather be a donkey, for
it is treated better than a woman.

Every day you put it off you are going back from
God, and are making it harder for you to be saved.

Nations are only collections of individdals, and
what is true of part in regard to character is always
true of the whole.

It is a great deal better to judge our own acts and
confess them, than go through the world with a
curse upon us.

It is not mere gush and sentiment this nation
wants, so much as it is a revival of downright hon-
esty.

A man once said he had a good well, only it would
dry up in summer and freeze up in winter. Some
Christians are just like that well, good at certa%n
times.

It is doing a thousand times more harm than all
the lectures of infidels to hear Christians say, ‘‘This
and this isn't inspired. "’

We want to belidve the whole Bible. We want
to take the whole of it, from Genesis to Revelation.

I believe that for years after the death of Christ
the air was full of the words which fell from His
lips. 1

I have a good deal of gxmpathy with that old col-
ored woman who said if the Bible said Jonah swal-
lowed the whale she would believe it; God could
make a man large enough to swallow a whale.

The best way to convert an infidel is to take him
to the prophecies fulfilled.

I'm glad there are thingsin the Bible that I don't
understand. If I could take that book up and read
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it as I would any other book, I might think I could
write a book like that, and so could you. I'm glad
there are heights I haven’t been able to climb up
to. Iam glad there are depths I haven't been able
to fathom. It’s the best proof that the book came
from God.

I believe that God would have created a world
rather than that any prophecy should be unfulfilled.

Dozens of people have repented who don’t know
what repentance is.

Lots of people think repentance is going to strike
them like lightning.

I have learned that sometimes the medicine people
don't like to take may be the very best medicine for
them. _

Lots of people think they can goto heaven on a
good moral character.

Look at the parable of the prodigal son. I would
rather be the younger brother than the other. The
elder brotfier had what the world calls a moral char-
acter, and yet I think he was about the meanest case
in the whole Bible.

I think the best book on Assurance is the first
Epistle of John.

For men who have nothing but essays it is hard to
get pulpits, and it will be harder in years to come.

The reason there are so many pulpits vacant is
that there arn’t men enough willing to give'the word
of God.

K great many churches have mere exhortations
all the time, and it gets very tiresome.

I don’'t believe there is any place in the world
where error has such a slim chance of getting a hold
as in Scotland. The Scotch are a most wonderful

}
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peof)le. You've got to be careful in preaching to
them, or the first thing you know some old woman
will come up with her Bible under her shawl, and
say: ‘‘Here; you said so and so. The Bible says
so and so.”’ If you make a misquotation, a Scotch-
man will straighten you right up; but you might
make forty misquotations in American churches and
no one would know the difference.

In Scotland a minister doesn’t think of preaching
till everybody has found the text.

If we had more of the word of God there would
be ‘fewer defalcations and scandals inside the
church.

It seems to me the time is coming when there

should be a change in the churches of God in this
land.
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CHAPTER XIV.

TYPICAL ANECDOTES.

The following are some of the anecdotes related
by Mr. Moody at Cooper Union meeting, New
York, November 20, 1896.

A man went out of the jail at Chicago to go to
Joliet to serve a seven years’ sentence, and a friend
put a religious book into his hand, while he was in
the jail at Chicago. Some time after he had gone to
Joliet this friend visited him, and found that the
cover of his little book was nearly worn off, and he
had sewed it on with thread, and the book was pretty
well worn out. His friend noticed that he had nine-
teen names written on the back of the book, and he
inquired ‘“What have you got those names there for?"’
““Well,"" the prisoner replied, ‘‘those are the names
of prisoners who have read this book.’' ‘‘But here
is a cross against three of them; what does that
mean?'’ said his friend. ‘“‘Oh,’’ he said, ‘‘those are
my brothers.”” ‘“What do you mean by that?"’
“Well,"" he said, ‘‘I read that book in the jail in

| Chicago and was converted, and I thought when I
\ came down here I would try and get some more con-

verts, and I have loaned that book to nineteen

| prisoners, and when any prisoner tells me he is con-

verted, I put a cross against his name.'’' Pretty good
investment, wasit not? The book cost less than ten
cents. 160
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My son was speaking down at Brockton, Mass.,
the other Sunday. You see I have got him stirred
up, and the secretary of the Christian Association
said to him when the meeting was over, ‘‘Perhaps
you will be interested in something that occurred in
our rooms a little while ago. A young man, quite
a nice looking fellow, came in and wanted to know
if I could not give him work. Itold him I could not.
He was from out of town, and I thought if I could
find work for anyone I ought to put it in the hands
of some man of Brockton, and he turned away with
a look on his face that kind of haunted me, and so I
called him back and said:

‘‘Look here, my friend, you seem to be quite dis-
appointed. I have some colporter's books here. I
want you to take them and go out on the street and
try to sell them.”” The young man colored up, and
I said, ‘“Do you mean that you are ashamed to sell
those books?’’ He replied, ‘‘Oh, no; that very book
you hold in your hand was given to me in jail, and
it led me to Jesus Christ, and when I got out, I
thought I would leave my own country and neigh-
borhood and go among strangers and start life anew,
and when I went to your place and saw the Christian
Association, I thought maybe they could find some-
thing for me to do, so that I could get among Chris-
tian people.”” So that young man took the books
and went out on the street and sold them right and
left, and a business man noticed him and liked the
way he worked, and he hired him and gave him
steady employment; so you see, my friedds, it is a
very good investment.

Some Englishmen went to Africa a good many
years ago to colonize. They came to a beautiful
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spot, and thought it would be a good place to estab-
lish a town, and after they had decided to stay there,
they asked a native if there was plenty of rain there
the year round. The native said no, that there
were a few months in the year when everything
dried up, so they thought that would not do,
and they went on to another place that looked invit-
ing, and they asked a native how it was there gbout
the rain, and the native jtold them that in certain
months everything dried up. Well, that would not
do, and they went to a third place, and made the
same inquiry, and the reply was that the clouds
were pierced the year round and everything was
beautiful and green, and the Englishmen decided to
stay there, and they founded a town and flourished.
So we want to keep right under the pierced clouds
all the time.

I remember the first time I wentto California. I
dropped down out of the Sierra Nevada mountains,
where the snow was forty feet deep, into the Sacra-
mento valley, where it was like midsummer, and I
saw ranches that were perfectly beautiful, every-
thing green and luxurious, and where everything
seemed to be flourishing, but sometimes right across
a fence I would see another ranch where there was
nothing green and everything seemed to have dried
up. I said to a gentleman in the train, ‘‘I do not
understand this, what does it mean? There is a
ranch that is green and flourishing, and there is an-
other that has nothing green about it. It looks dried
up."”” “‘Oh,”’ said he, ‘‘you are a stranger here.’’
I said, “*Yes, that was my first visit.”’ ‘‘Well,"" he
said, ‘‘that man there irrigates and brings the water
down from the mountains, and in consequence he
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raises two or three crops a year, while the man that
owns the other ranch, does not raise hardly any-
thing, because he does not irrigate.”’ In many
churches you will find men and women as dry as
Gideon’s fleece. Some people will come and go and
occupy the same pew for forty years and not move
an inch. Another man right close to him is active
and bright, and everything he touches seems to
grow; the breath of God seems to be upon him.

When I was a young man and preached out in the
West—I was a commercial traveler then—I would
go into a little town and hold a meeu.g in a log
schoolhouse, when some old gentleman would say,
‘“This young brother from Chicago will speak here
this evening at early candle light,”” and the first
person that came would bring an old dingy lantern
and stick it up on a bench—even an old lantern with
old oil and a wick, you know, gives out consider-
able light after all on a dark night—and the next
person that came, an old woman, perhaps, would
bring along a sperm candle, and then would come
an old farmer with another candle, and they would
stick them up on the desks, and they would sputter
away there, yet all the time giving a good deal of
light, and do you know, by the time the people got
together there in that old school house we had plenty
of light. Now, it can be just so here in New York;
there are Christians enough here to light up the
whole city.

You remember that it was revealed to Elijah that
he should be caught up into heaven. He was with
Elisha at Gilgal, and he said to Elisha, ‘‘Let us go
to Bethel and see how the prophets are getting
along.”” They had a sort of theological seminary
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down there, as it were. Well, Elijah and Elisha
went to Bethel, and I suppose their arrival created
no small stir among those young prophets, for it had
been revealed to them that Elijah was to be taken
away, and one of them got Elisha off alone, as I can
imagine, and whispered to him, ‘Do you know that
your man is to be taken away?’' **Sh! sh! hold your
peace,’’ said Elisha, “‘I know all about it.”" Pres-
ently, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘*You stay heré now,
and I'l1 go down to Jericho and see how the prophets
are getting along there,’’ for there was another the-
ological seminary down there, -but Elisha would not
let him go alone, and went with him. When they
got down there, another prophet got Elisha to one
side and said, ‘Do you know that Elijah is‘to be
taken away?'’ ‘‘Yes, I know all about it,” said Eli-
sha; ‘‘keep still, do not say anything.”” Presently,
Elijah turned to Elisha and said, ‘‘Elisha, you stay
here with the prophets, and I will go over to the
Jordan and worship.’” Elisha said, ‘‘As the Lord
liveth and as I live, you will not go without me."
He tried to leave him up there at Bethel, and he
would not be left, and I can imagine him locking
arms with Elijah and going along with him, as they
started to the Jordan together. I was in Palestine
some time ago, and oh, how I longed to see the
very spot where those two men crossed the Jordan;
as they passed along down the valley and came to
the river, Elijah took off his mantle and waved it,
and the waters began to recede on either side of
them and piled up higher and higher, and they
stepped down intd*the bed of the river and crossed,

" and climbed up the bank on the eastern side, and

passed out into the desert. And by-and-by the two
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men disappeared. I had wished that their whole
conversation had been put on rechrd, but, alas, there
came a whirlwind which caught up the sand and dirt
and drove it into their eyes, and the two men got
separated, but before they were separated, Elijah
turned to Elisha and said, ‘‘What is it that you want?"’
I tried to leave you back there at Bethel, but you
would not stay. Make your petition known. What-
ever you ask I will grant it."’ ] think if some of our
millionaires in New York shoyld ask me to make my
petition known to them, that they would grant it,
I would draw on them for enough money to support
my schools at Northfield. I would not be afraid to
make my petition known, and I would get a big
draft.

But, as I said, this whirlwind separated the two
men. The Master was going to take Elijah away,
and I can imagine Elisha getting the sand and dust
out of his eyes and exclaiming, ‘*Where is my mas-
ter?’’ and looking in all directions for him, and sud-
denly he logked up and saw a flame of fire , and he
cried out, ‘‘My Father, my Father,’’ and ‘‘the cha-
riot of Israel and the horsemen thereof.”” Elijah
remembered his promise as Elisha cal to him,
and he took off his mantle and threw it back, and
Elisha took off his old mantle and rent it,

When Mr. Moody was asked at the last service in
Cooper Union whether he was satisfied with his
New York campaign, he replied: ‘‘Satisfied, I am
not satisfied. I did not come to New York to reach
sinners, but to reach Christiapis. I wish them to
live on a higher plane, to be comforted to the image
of Christ. If that result has not}been reached, my"
work here will be of little avail, jand the result will
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soon pass away like a cloud.”” For five wéeks Mr.
Moody preached twice a day, five days in the week
in Cooper Union, to audiences which taxed the re-
sources of that large hall to its utmost seating capa-
city, and sometimes its standing capacity. In addi-
tion to these meetings, he preached every Sunday in
November and December in Carnegie Music Hall.

““Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy."
Now, I come to the Sunday newspapers. I would
not touch a Sunday newspaper any more than I
would touch tar. If there are any attacks on me
next Sunday I won't see them, for if anyone sends