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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Many good wishes go to our former editor, Mary Harding, now
Mrs. Edwin Falder Jackson. We shall hope to maintain the high
standards and good humour of the previous 1ssues, with assis-
tance of all members of the department.

"A.T. Hardy

W %ok %

"Externally Yours” is~thetresult'6f voluntary effort and the .

contents are not for publication.
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IMAGES DU CARNAVAL A LA HAVANE

Nous sommes'maintenant: en plein temps de carnaval,
J anticipais depuis longtemps-la joie que.me causerait la

‘vue des fameuses comparsas dont j’avais tant entendu parler.

Je n’ai.pas été dégue. A.voir l'enthousiasme.de la popula-
tion qui s”était massée sur tout le parcours, il semble

-€vident qu’elle avait aussi attendu‘avec impatience cette

fete:de la couleur; du mouvement et:du rythme.

'D'origine africaine et espagnole, les comparsas ont &té
d’abord des groupes d’esclaves dansant et chantant pour leur
propre plaisir pendant le temps du carnaval; cette démon-
stration-ést bien restée la féte des noirs car aucun blanc
n'y figure si ce n’est comme.spectateur enthousiaste et
appréciateur. En 1913, les.comparsas furent défendues comme:
immorales-mais les négres continudrent ‘i les danser dans
leursquartiers pauvres.  Elles: furent remises en faveur en
1937 comme: spectacle public pour les CQubains et Les. tou-,
ristes américains qui -affluent en grand nombre pendant
février et .mars,. mois d’hiver particuliérement agréables a
La Havane. . ‘

Des dlx—neuf groupea qul s "éraient lnSCIltS pour les
parades, huit defilérent dans les rues: le premler samed1 du
camaval. -

La procession d'un mille de long‘part de la promenade i
Malecon, descend le large boulevard du Prade qui_ aboutit au:
Parque. Central, coeur de -la ville d’ol une statue de Martl.
1’ apétre de 'la révolution de I’ Lndependance regarde defller
de ses yeux de pierre la guirlande des danseurs qui cndulent-
comme- les vagues de la. mer. Puis, le défilé continue devant,
1"dstrade dressée en..face;du. Capltol d’ou les Jjuges sur-
veillent.la proc3531on et.offrent .un, prlx au groupe.le plus

'orlglnal

Chaque comparsa est precedee d une farola R large
edlflce de papier . brxllant et de lumleres avec franges et
decoratlons multiples,..qui; s’ eleve trés haut au dessus de la
téte d'un gaillard qui le porte au bout d'un ébllde bﬁton
maintenu dans une gaine de Culr comme un. drapeau En falsant
tourner trés vite cet énorme chapeau de carnaval, 1g_q91r
danse lui-méme,. pirouette, fait mille. gambades 'e;:tdutés
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les farolas de-tous les groupes- tournent ainsi én une sara-
bande’ folle de couleur et de lumitre. Puis, viennent les
mannequins fantastiques, de grosses caricatures qui se
balancent comme des magots. de porcelaine.

Les groupes suxvent avec chacun leur propre orchestre
qu1 consiste surtout.de bongos, ce tambour long et tres
mince au son particulidrement profond. Des cloches, des
clochettes de tons différents l'accompagnent aussi mais le
rythme ‘monotone et sourd.vient tout spécialement du bongo.
Plus rarement, 1’ orchestre comprend ‘bongos, maracas, casta-
gnettes et gu1tares

v

Chaque comparsa porte un costume particulier,: représente

un, pays queiconoue .une scéne.de la vie courante ou une

€popée. de 1 histoire cubaine ou espagnole: Il y:a les
princes, le rajah, le scorpion, les sultanes, les marquis

et les‘g;tanes.“les Mexicains, les-jardiniers, etc.Un’

couple princier passe dans un minuscule carrosse tiréipar
&eux chevaux blancs. -Puis, -défilent les seigneurs hindous
avec leurs larges-pantalons de satin, les vestes toutes
brodées et les :turbans a ajgrettées. Les suit-un sinistre
charmeur de serpents avec ses reptiles en caoutchouc qui lui
font un collier sinueux et heureusement inoffensif. .Un fakir
déchamé et barbe compléte ce tableau fantaisiste d'uné Inde
romanesque; -Des mains soigneiisement gantées s’appuient sur
de longues cannes et les nobles 4 perrugues passent avec
beaucoup de dignité, vétus de velours et accompagnés de leur
dame, les robes & papier de ces demniéres chatoillantes sous
la lumiére qui fait ‘ressortir le .fin travail des jupes. Des
groupes colorés: représentent.les.anciens jours'd: esclavage‘

-les -ouvriers dans les champs coiffés. de clairs’ chapeatx: de

paille,.vétus de blanc orné d'un fouldrd rfouge. Avet une
sarcleuse -de-papier -argenté qii'ils portent & ld main, ils
miment -le geste symbolique-de.couper la canne: La lumi¢re
des-reverbéres .du Prado..fait briller cés sarcleuses d'un
reflet métallique comme si elles étaient ‘vivantes®'. Der-
riére des esclaves noirs, vient le gigantesque surveillant
de, ce! troupeau-de travallleurs, il a la poitrine nue, il a
1'air menagant’ et’ ses gros- sourcils’ bougent frenethuement
ddns sa-face luisarite perdant qu’il fait" claquer un Lofig
fouet dans ‘l'air. D'autres tomparsas suivent: les travail-®
leurs des plantatlons de tabad, des champs brules de’ solell
des vergers de:beaux fru1ts troplcaux er pu1s K autres

groupes, tOUS en costumes varles et plttoresques

Mais, le plus fascinant de toute cette manifestation est
bien le fait que les comparsas avancent sur le rythme de la
conga que leur domnnent les bongos. Les danseurs balancent la
petite canne qu’'ils portent tous sous le bras, se penchent
lentement en avant, en arridre, tournent.sur eux-mémes,

'avancent de quelques pas encore, se jettentunipeu de cdté en

trafnant la semelle, pu;s reprennent leurs pas rythmés. Les

bongos inlassables et enervants scandent sourdement cette"

procession qui.recule, avance, va lentement % droite, &%
gauche. Les. part1c1pants nous paraigsent avoir perdu la
notion du. lieu ou ils se trouvent ou de ce qui les entoure.
Cbmpletement sous le charme, un sourire béat entrouvre les
grosses lévres et les:ygux,langoureux et-brillants roulent
dans les orbitres, se cachent, ivres de plaisir, sous les
paupiéres bleuitres, pour réapparaitre: comme des diamants
sous les longs cils. Le negre qui tape sur le bongo le fait
avec un entrain et une énergie - qui. ne se.démentent pas car
de lui depend le ton de son groupe. et.son enthousiasme. Je
me sens.moi-méme soulevée, emportée par le battement des
mains-sur la peau des tambours. Et. je ne suis pas. la-seule!
Un spectacle amusant- .se passe sur les trottoirs. La mu51que
vivante .qu’est le Cubain de toutes couleurs ne peut résister
au rythme si entrainant. Entre parfaits étrangers, "ils .se
sont mis a danser aussi, partout, autour des arbres, et des
petites tables-des cafés de la chaussée et méme dans la rue.

Le;fythme sourd et tétu des comparsas, le chant des
danseurs,..les guitaristes qui, de leur c8té, sérénadent tous
et chacun, les coups-de pistolet. tirds en l'air, les rires
hauts et nerveux, les applaudissements frenetxques au pas-
sage de certains costumes particulidrement bien -réussis et
surtout- le bruit de houle que fait. cette,populace en délire
ne sont pas sans m étourdir quelque peu. Je suis; scependant,
sous .le charme moi aussi et je me.propose: de .revenir. admirer
ces parades qui se répéteront -fidélement chaque samedi
pendant un mois. Il semble. que ce soit la l'expression la
plus sincére de l’4me noire et .que.ces comparsas renferment
toute la podsie, le génie du rythme et de la mélodie de ce
peuple extraordinaire.

... ABC. . -




" KINGSMERE FESTIVAL OF ARTS, .-
FIRST SUMMER

The K:ngsmere Festival of the Arts became a reallty in

the summer of 1955 in the Gatineau hills near ‘Ottawa on the

»grounds of ‘the Kingsmere estate which was Pequeathed to the

people of Canada by Mr. W.IL. Mackenzie King. The spac1ous

grounds, the rolling lawns,” the wide expanse’ of starry sky
by night, the. rambllng country house, "Moors1de all con-
tributed to form a natural setting of very great beauty for
the music, the plays and the art classes which were presentn
ed durlng the short. six weeks season in July and August ’

The idea of a Festlval was-born of ‘a small seed wh1ch
stubbornly pushed down its roots into the soil of Klngsmere
in the sunmer of 1954 ‘when "The Barnstormers™, an itinerant
group of Ottawa actors and actresses concelved the idea of
putting on a play at Kingsmere, using’ theporch of "Moorside™
as a stage. The play was a great success and” the' audience

“seated “on. the lawn followed with ‘rapt attention and ap-
plauded’ enthus1ast1ca11y the dénouement of “Lady Audley s
Secret“ :

" Tall oabs from ]ittle acorns grow. In the autumn of 1954
a small group of citizens of Ottawa, Hull and the Gatineau

met -to discuss the- p0531b111ty of presenting a series of
-outdoor musical and dramatic performances on the grounds of

the Kingsmere estate, The -plan-was received with' efthusiasm
and popular support seemed assured.  Public’ meetings were
called to discuss the pros and cons, and as time went on the

small body of citizens became a Board of Directors duly"
incorporated in April, 1955 by the Secretary 6f State under’

the Companles Act ‘of Canada to promoté and foster Canadlan

theatre mu51c art, to-conduct festivals of the arts at

Klngsmere and e]sewhere in Canada. The Charter also’provides

for the wide growth of .the organlzatlon as it w1ll develop'

in the’ coming years.

For the first season of the Festival the Board of Di-
rectors proposed a series.of six plays suitable for summer
evening outdoor entertainment and four Sunday afternoon
programmes of music. In addition, it was planned to estab-
lish a School of the Arts and a School of the Ballet. The
plan for the School of the Ballet had to be abandoned

and concerts presented were:

5

because of the lateness of the season in organizing the
Festival -and because of the lack of sufficient students to
finance the enterpr1se

The Art School of Kingsmere -- a very great suécess -~
was held in-the old Jackson Booth residence.across the lake
from the Kingsmere estate. Dr. H.0. McCurry, formerly Di-
rector of the National Gallery, became Director of the
School and Mr. A.Y. Jackson, dean of Canadian painters, was
appointed "visiting professor”. The teaching staff for the

~adult and youth classes included Mr. Wm. Baillie of the
vEdinburgh School of Art' and many well known Canadian paint-

ers. Four evenlng lectures were given as part of ‘the Art

School. courses, which the public were invited to attend

Memorable talks were given by :Mr: Jackson and by Mr. Alan
Jarvis, the new Director of the National Gallery.

The. six piays ‘of the Festival were directed and produced

by Mr. Eugene Jousse of ‘Montreal- and-the four concerts were

arranged- for by Mrs.- Dorothy ‘Lampman” McCurry of Ottawa. The
average attendance at performances was about 350 The plays

Sunday, July 10th, 4 00 p.m. ‘ :
The St.. George s Cathedral Chozr, of Klngston -

Frlday and Saturday, July 15th 16th’, 8 30 p: m.- P
- "Come Back, Little Sheba® - by W1111am Inge S

Sunday, July 17th, 4:00 p.m.
The Palestrina Choir, of Ottawa

Friday and Saturday, July 22nd, 23rd, 8:30 p.m.
"The White Sheep of the Family"
by L. du Garde Peach & Ian Hay

Sunday, July 24th, .4:00 p,m. '
The Leduc Symphony, of Montreal

Friday and Saturday, July 29th, 30th, 8:30 p.m.
"Zone™ (in French) =.by Marcél Dube

Qunday, July 31st, 4100 p.m.
: bress=Jbach1m-Newmark Trio,” of Montreal



Friday and Saturday, August 5th, 6th g:30 p m.
"The Brzdge" - by Joseph Schull

Fr]day and Saturday, August 12th 13th ‘8:30 p.m.
"The Good Homan of Setzuan® - by ﬂerto]t Brecht

.vFriday and.Saturday, August 19th 20th, g :30 pom. .
"Yerma" - by Federlco Garc1a Lorca :

» Although no def1n1te plans have’ been' made for .the 1956
Festival the Board of Directors liope to resume next year and
to carry.on: for many years. It is' felt that-this year’s art
classes have laid the foundation: for ‘a permanent simmer
- school. It may be:'possible ‘to 1nclude 4 Schobl’ of Ba]let in
later festivals .and" to extend the’ concert season to cover
.each; weekend of the: season. " -

The 1n1t1al Festlva] was necessarlly an experiment but
it is a great satisfaction to note that the first season
ended w1thout debt. The splendid cooperation of the Federa]
Dlstr1ct Commission 'which placed the grounds’ and buildings
.of Kingsmere. at the disposal of the" organizers was basic to
the success of the project. The Ottawa Citizeén on August 25
* paid tribute to the Festival calling it'a ‘good example of
" what a community venture can achieve when approached with a
‘combination of vision and determination. The article con-

cluded by hoping that the hard work of -organizers and per-
formers. has laid the groundwork for an annual festlval of
high artistic: callbre o

B.E. McGregor

&

o

*
e .

. WEDDPNGS ,
Cur best w1sPes a]so to Joan Galllpan Hudon ‘Mrs, AM.
Bryson Cosby, Mrs. RJE. X acLeon Yates.,. and Wargot_ferers .
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CLERICAL CALL-UP FOR CAMBODIA

(A military offfcer out in Phnom Penh views
External'doings through a sharp pencil)

My heart missed a.beat as I awakemed from a sourid but
restless sleep. Through halfsopen eyes it seemed I was sur-
rounded with a.gauzy vapour. A cool breeze was waftlng over
me. I was naked. :

- Where was I’w

Thes, as 1 gradually awakened to my full senses I no-

ticed two-llzards cavorting in' the vapour above me. And
realization dawned.; I was-in.my, bed in my room:in a hotel in

Phnom Penh, Cambodia. The gauzy vapour. was'a mosquito net
over my bed. The breeze was caused by a large 4- foot fan
hanging from the ceiling. - : "

As I stirred, the lizards scampered down the edge of the
mosguito net and disappeared :into.- the slats,.under ‘the mat-

. tress. Frlendly little fellows, .-.-we've.shared my bed for 10

months now and I’ve never heard a complaint out:of: them:: - -

It was-in late August 1954 that- I was rudely uprooted in

Ottawa, Canada,.and sent to, this_ land: of: .dusky maidens .to

Serve as a. c]erk for the Canadian Delegatlon to the Interk

natlonal Supervisory Commission for. Cambodia.s I had -béen
worklng as a teletype operator:in the DEpartment of: External
Affairs. I was, of course, a logical choice for clerking
duties. No amount of pleadlng arguments could change the1r

‘minds . R N

»

I was to be a clerk in thom anh Cambodla Nh' A nines
teen-year- -old embryo career dlplomat'

1 remember my flrst day an the offlce +in Phnom anh Tt
had been decided to combine the administrative staffs of the
Army. and External Affairs. In.the room whereI worked was an
Army, Sgt. Major, an Army Sgt.; an:Army.Cipher Clerk;:a
DAA and QMG (whatever that,is) and:.an:Army’Staff- Captaini
In an inner room was an Army Colonel {Deputy Military Ad-
viser) and.an Army Major-General (Military Adviser). In
still. another roem were the:members: of my ‘team, “the . Comm1s-
sioner and the Pbl1t1ca] Adv1ser o g St e ol

e

My Joh was clear to me. The Commn551oner and Pol1t1ca]

" Adviser were too busy:to: take on the: respons1b111ty 1 must

instruct these Army fellows how to run an External Affalrs
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Post. To teachrthem with due patience, the eff1C1ent meth-

ods and procedures carr1ed out by our Department
As 1 conf1dently sat down_at my desk a volce said:
“Type this. 1n 5 cop1es r1ght away
. "But'Mrt .;; ..... I started to compla:n

"Don’t ‘Mr. me young man. I'm a Sgt. Major." said the
- voice angrily. v

- It wasn't go1ng to be easy o teach these fellows how to
Tun an off1ce"’ X e

A "Have you got the 5 cnp1es of that 292 f1n15hed° Get
then signed by the Bia and OMG. They have to be del1vered
to the M.I.R. for the M.O. right away", .

" "But, what is.an M.1.R., SgtrgMajor Your Honour?" 1
mee}ly asked S we o W-J f. f

‘ “WHAT" Young fellow :1f you expect to work in this
office you had better acqua1nt yourself with a few simple
,abbrev1atlons LI S L e

Wel] ..L. I was made .an Actlng, Unpald Unoff1c1al
Corporal three days Jater. Another month and T was appo1nted
Actlng, Unpaid,. and ‘Unofficial Sgt. I was very proud of
gaining-this promotion so rapidly.as it 1nd1cated to me that

rny -Army | fr1ends had learned quickly..

But I had been day dreamlng. This was another day and 1
must get up and be off to work.: As I pulled aside my mos-
quito net, my room-mate,. an.Army Corporal stuck hlS head

"out of the bathroom and bellowad

"Come on, - External " get out of the sack oryou ll Fet
;bed sores, It’s after 7o clock " i .

o Thls uncouth manner of speaklng hurt my" sens:b111t1es at
. first but I -had adapted very well and was able to _come r1ght
-back at- him-with a sneerlng "oh_ yah" o

Stepplng onte the cold t1lerfloor I hurrled into’ the.

_ bathroom and stepped under the shower..Hot water for shower-
/ing and:bathing .is unknown in Cambod1a and the water, cool-
ed by the: ‘night atmosphere, is a startllng way to beg1n each

“day "As’ I shaved, my,. reflection in the mirror reminded me

that I had lost a few pounds in we1ght since I left Canada.

‘portant report for the dip bag

9

Father had said good-bye to a 19-year old rosy-cheeked,
plump young boy. He was ‘destined to greet a 20- -year old,

' brown -cheeked, slim. old man, on my return. The life abroad

certa1nly makes men out of boys, as the Sgt. Major says.

Dressing in white shirt: and shorts I went next door to
a restaurant called "La Taverne" for breakfast. Here French
food is served, either at a sidewalk':table-or:inside:the
restaurant, We are fed at the expense of the Commission and
sign bills for all meals. Eating French cooklng is.difficult
to.become ‘accustomed to, partlcularly when 1t is. prepared

by a Ch1nese cook ‘with Cambod1an ingredients.

The Canad1an office is only a block away ih a former
flat and after breakfast I strolled over, arriving about 10

minutes after 8..(My attendance record should not:'be ‘con-
sulted.) This is dip bag day and there probably will’ be ‘the

mad rush to get 1t closed in time.

The Commlss1oner and officers started to arrive short]y
after, my. arrival. They live in another hotel called. the
Royal, a larger hotel and, I m told, some of them'have air-

) cond1t1oned rooms. There are three cars a351gned to the

Canad1an Delegat1on in Phnom Penli and, as the officers live

“a dlstance away, the cars brlng them to work each morning.

‘There was a meeting of the Commlss1oners of the three
Delegatlons yesterday and therefore our ‘Commissioner started

- tight to work on a report for the bag. In our outer office
there is.a flurry -of activity as the morning mail is opened

and dlstrlbuted One-or two of the officers from: flxed and
moblle ‘teams are in town for various reasons.and. they drop
in to’ report to the Commissioner. We have 5 fixed teams, and "’

t4 mob1le teams sltuated throughout Cambodla

 The General has to. attend a meetlng of the M111tary Ad=
visers Committee tomorrow morning and the Sgt Major is_busy
preparing the agenda notes. I finish up .preparing ‘the month-

'ly accounts for Ottawa and take them into the Political Ad-

viser for -signature. (he is also accounts offlcer) Someday 1
would like to be an accounts officer. It is so relax1ng As
I go into the Political Adviser’ 's office he 'is lost iin
thought ‘with-a pencil between . his teeth,’ Probably an im-

The DAA and QMG is busy (I m not sure . vhat he is do1nn -
in fact I’wve never been sure what ke does). ~The" Staff Cap~

- tain is also.busy at someth1ng as ‘obscure ‘to ‘me-as the DAA

and QMG:s .work. He always seems to be- f1gur1ng ‘out the-cost
of the last party, or plannlng the ' next ‘one. el s
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. As T pass the Political Adviser’s desk again, he is
still.lost in thought.  Must ‘be a tough report this time. I

' ;hopelu3f1n1shes it, by the tlme the bag closes at 12 o’clock.

1 notlce the stenographer typlng busily at her desk. It
must be a letter to-her boy friend in Carnada as no one ever
gives her letters- for the bag till about 5 minutes before it

. closes Her desk is in a little corner near the Commis-
.. .Sioner’s, office and the’ only time we see her during working
'.hours is when she brlngs in, the coffee each mornlng

1 notlce the P011t1cal Aﬁvxser st1ll in deep thought.

I suppose when one is a Foreign Service Officer . one must
- expect d1ff1cu1t problems. : :

And 50° the mornlng goes on - phone r1ng1ng - v151tors

“coming and- going - wires being received from the Indian

runner’ and wires being despatched. The Cipher Clerk, in hlS
little room no one else can enter, sticks his head out oc-

;cas1onally to say hello. The Corporal guard on-the main door

announcing d15t1ngu1shed visitofs, and another Corporal

‘¢oming in and out with messages for the officers... such-as

going to a nearby store to buy toothpaste, or delivering

'flowers to a ranklng diplomat’s wife.

And finally the. 12 o’clock siren blows from atop the

“post office a block away. At the same time the Pol1t]cal
:Adv1ser rushes out with.his despatch: for the bag - just in
time! As he leaves I glance at it. "Bef. your numbered Jet-

ter etc.. The radio. 1 ordered last November: has still not
arrlved .;....“ The steno rushes out with her last—mlnute
letters and the bag 1s closed Tt will be taken to the air-
port at one o’clock. o :

- One o ‘clock comes: and time to quit for lunch. There are
8 Army fellows staying in'my hotel and we usually eat to-

gether. After lunch we sometimes go for a swim'in an excel-~-

lent outdoor swimming peol at the Club Sportlf or just sies-

.ta in the, afternoon. Both of these past-times T find equal-
ly enjoyable In the evenings -we may go back to the office
‘to listen to.the Zenith radio or play ‘cards, 'We have a 16mm

film projector and often watch films in the office after the
evening meal. Tonight we have been invited to the military
camp in town where the Indian soldiers are quartered. They
are show1np an Ind1an fllm, whlch should “be 1nterest1ng.

' i;;....;i "Get out " of ‘the sack:‘External’dor you '] be

late “for “work -again th1s mornlng

>

"Yes, Sir, Your Honour, br. Corporal”.

11
EASTER WEEKEND IN THE VENEZUELAN ANDES

. Even though ‘it all happened months ago, Elizabeth Drew-
Brook and I occasionally still find ourselves skidding
around precipices, being overwhelmed by mile- -deep chasms and
confrontlng blinding clouds on narrow roads high in the
skiés, Can’t seem to get that Andes trip off our minds - we’
are even dream1ng about it.

Although we had been planning this trip for some time,
expecting a band of five carloads to make thé trip, at the -
zero hour there was only 1 car, 3 Canadian girls and 1 Sw1ss
boy who refused to go unless he had another male for company.
Luckily, with only 10 ‘minutes notice, a friend from the Amer-
1canvEmbassy came to our rescue and we started off at noon
on Easter Thursday. From Caracas, which is 3,000 ft. above
sea 1evel we climbed to Los Teques, a lovely little city
3 000 fr. higher where the air is cool and clear and frost
is not unknown How strange when tropical Caracas is ‘only.
30° mlnutes away From the mountainous Los Teques we de:®
scended along an excellent highway to a 'very fert1]e and
trop1cal valley where one ‘sees fields of sugar cane, market
gardens, bamboo and palm’ groves and orange Bucare tréées
brllllant aga1nst ‘the dark green countryside. We qulokly
passed through the city of Maracay only stopplng before we’
reached ’ Valenc1a to buy a stalk of very cheap cambures
(bananas). ’ !

: We“peséed'é'nnmber of7bud huts ‘with thatched roofs’ with
tiny, naked ‘children at the doorways and the ‘usual assort-’
ment of mongrel dogs. We travelled quickly ‘and ‘on” the new’
highway near Barquisimeto reached the speed of 90 milés an
hour, which seemed somewhat surpr1s1ng for we expected the’
interior roads of Venezuela to be rather rugged Night' fell
qu1ck1y as is usual 1n the trop1cs “and - beyond Baraulslmeto
we found ourselves on a lonely grave] road 1n the llanos

We “scemed té travel for miles ‘without séeing habitations
of any kind and were ~wondering if- we had” taken’ the" wrong
route when suddenly We came upon a. 11ttle white-washed store

" with two glaring llght bulbs dangling from the’ porch.’ YA

group of 1laneros in white i1qu1 llquls (the national cos-’
tume of Yenezuela which resembles an intern’s wniform) and
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brown felt sombreros were playing a dice game and drinking
the native "aguardiente”, a mighty powerful drink consisting
of rum and cana (sugar cane). When our Swiss driver left the
' car to make enquiries the group seemed to break into gales
of laughter and there in.the lonely countryside we suddenly
felt helpless and frightened. and almost expected someone to

draw a machete (sharp knife).- However, our imaginations were. .

working overtime' for we.drove off w1thout 1nc1dent and head -
ed for Valera, our destination. for the night.

Valera in the rain seemed almost deserted for the hour

was. late. However, there were plenty. of. people in town -for
every-little hotel, no matter how primitive, was full. Final-
ly, we were given permission to, sleep at the Hotel Gran

Atlantica but we had to sling, chlnchorros (hammocks) in a
corridor off the patio. Luckily we.had‘broughtiour own chin-
chorros with-us, in.case such an emergency arose, and after
much giggling.and many hopes expressed .as to:the durab1l1ty'

of the hammocks, we ‘fell asleep to the background music of a

squeaking mouse and a snoring hotel guest, We caused quite a
furore next mornlng when the hotel guests peered at us from-
the.balconies ‘opening.onto the pat10 and when' a large doorf
at the end of the corridor was opened, 'there were more eyesg
peering at us - vultures eyes. Four of these b1rds of prey_
were isitting on the back fence of the hotel Wantlng to add

a grac1ous note ‘to .our stay at the hote] the. Itallan pro»f

prietor summoned ,a waiter and had him serve .us demiitasses
of coffee in our chinchorros. CMe,elegancla!

After Valera came the "big climb™ and on dusty gravel
roads we started upwards into-the. cloudsJ,And‘this 1s not &
figurative expression, for very soon.the vision was almost

zero because .of the dense clouds. - but what was more fr1ght°_

ening:t we knew that chasms.a mlle deep - flanked the ‘road,

and guite often we. were just: able to discern the small wood-!
en crosses that.the Andean people erect to prevent sp1r1ts:
from returning when poor unfortunates do: go.over the side.’
We .inched our:way- along with a couple of backseat dr1vers
not helping. out in the least, when"que mopento tan glorloso_:
we had reached the Pica Aguila (The Peak of the Eagle).

Peering through the clouds we saw that there were quite a

number of cars parked:at the €halet: Hotel.. It was rathen
hard. to breathe -and the air wasvextremely cold for'we were’
some 4118 meters or 13,000 ft. above.sea level. Snow oftenv
»falls here and we had hoped ‘to catch a nosta]g1c gl1mpse of,
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a snow-~capped mountain:but the clouds had not cleared around
Pica Bolivar. We rushed inside the pine panelled Chalet. and
over to an open. grate fire and ordered a great dinner of
Spaghettl and m1nestrone soup. - This hotel also was run by an
Itallan . et

We Canadlans felt qulte homes1ck in the atmosphere of
the chalet ‘with its Quebec heaters flreplace, and, guests. in
sk1 clothes. However we soon had to leave the, safety of the
chalet and once agaln we crawled along the tortuous roads.
Soon we left ‘the cloud curtain behlnd and began to enjoy the
scenlc beauty and the qualntness of the tiny Andean v1]=
lages The people are qu1te handsome with' hlgh colourlng and
brlght eyesand many of them wear colourful ruanas or. ponchos
mostly of dark blue wool l1ned w1th red. The chlldren are
sweet (though dlrty) 1n thelr tiny ponchos and men, women,
and chlldren seem to wear fedoras,‘or large sombreros. We
took a plcture of a ch1ld of some 4 years wearlng a poncho
and a paddy’ green’ fedora. Thls 1is.a wheat growing’ d1str10t
but the farms seemed barren for this was the dormant season..
The steep slopes were enc1rcled by miles of stone fences and
there were many circular graln threshlng pits. The orange=
tiled roofs of the ha01endas were the only bBright spots
agalnst the drabness ‘of the stones and bare fields. When. we,
came' to the town “of . Mucuchles w1th 1ts pretty pastel colour—
ed’ casas"‘l1n1ng the ‘several streets we dec1ded to make
reservatlons in its only ‘hotel "The Bavarla wh1ch was “owned
by a fa1rly young German. The hotel was qu1te pr1m1t1ve but
clean and ‘our host" promlsed us’ some fresh brook trout for
supper We' wére 1nterested in seelng Merlda the only c1ty
in the Venezuelan Andes, so once again’ we started off along

' the ha1rp1n bends En route we stopped to bathe far below

falls, and paddled ‘around 1ike school chlldren at the old
swimming hole. When we climbed up to the h1ghway we were
rather horrlfled to find that we had a flat... what 1f we'd
had a blow out on the road';‘ : pee

After more time spent tw1st1ng and turn1ng we flnally
Saw ‘the c1ty of Mérida” far ahead across’ a mile- deep rav1ne
and 'also not1ced Tows of crosses’ mark1ng a spot where ‘a
$ckool bus" had’ gone ovér the side. Mérida is noted ‘for ' 1ts
Un1ver51ty de Los Andes, one’ of the’ oldest on thig cont1nent
and its pretty glrls We' saw many of them at the grllled
w1ndows of the narrow streets and many, wear1ng ]ace mantllu
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las, on their way to the pretty Spanlsh Church on the Plaza
to attend a Good- Frlday service. Dusk was falllng S0 we
reluctantly drove off, all of us wonderlng ‘whether the rcads

would seem more fr1ghten1ng in the dark of nlght Hardly a
word was spoken on the trip back to Mucuchies. The night was.

dark and from time to time we could see the beam of car-
lights on the stone cliffs far below. When we - arrived at the

tiny village of Mucurbué we parked the car in order to watch -

a ‘religious -procession., It was indeed a beautlful pictire -~

the 'dark night, the tlny houses, dim shadows along the .
narrow street, :with only a naked bulb at each corner to give .

any constant light. First came a young Andean rubbing a
wooden stick along a piece of metal which made a grating
and eerie noise. Then.came the other men. and boys of the

pueblo-carrying lighted candles in cupped. hands .. Then came .,
a group bearing on their shoulders an effigy of the Virgin
Mary called :flLa Dolorosa" or the sad one. The. image was
abundantly banked with: Yocal Easter lllles Then came "E1.

Entierro" or the casket contalnlng an effigy- of Christ and
behind cate ‘the womén of the village, wearing black mentil-

las, their beautiful dark eyes reflected .by the llghts of

thelr gutterlng candles. Que - llnda

We were indeed happy ‘to-get safely back to our brook:

trout dinner and asked- our host to join us..Amongst other
things’bhe mentloned that the men of the village were great

~ drinkers of a potent local brew called "Chicha™. which is
'made from fermented maizé. There is a special van to ‘round

up the many- waywards every Saturday and Sunday n1ght but our
host sald that it was because of boredom that these men
drank so ‘heavily. There were no movies in town and. but two
local' cafes where the juke box had managed.to penetrate.
Apparently ‘ifi the' Andes Mexican music is "number one on the
hlt parade” rather than Venezuelan el
" We arose early'the next day‘to return via a-different
route over other Andean roads that took us through a more
sparsely populated area where- the mountains are very .steep
but ‘mére - lush ‘often with ‘a velvety sheen For some strange
reason most of ‘the: tiny ‘huts- we™ did pass seemed to. be.buxlt
rlght on the edge of ‘the c¢liffs. They all seemed to- have
roofs ‘of aluminum’ sheetlng and these could:be seen gleaming
mlles eway, speckllng the: va]leys. As.iwe descendedu the
vegetatlon became more tropical and we apaln fnnnd ourse }ves
in the banana helt where the houses were made -of nud “with

ST
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thatched roofs, thick rain forests flanked the road, and
oricé” again we saw the flowering orange Bucare trees and
purple astrome lia-.and «could_hear the sweet melodies of the
troplcal bxrds. PO '

At lunch ‘time:we had once aga1n reached the flat llanes
and in Bar1nas stopped at the .best, though rather dusty

- hotel for d1nner. We had a typlcally criollo meal of roast

pig, rice, yucéa root, fried platanos (large bananas},
lechosa (papaya melon), and coffee. We had asked for tomato
juice to start, off with and the walter brought a tin of
V-Ocho (Vi8) JUICe‘tO -each-of us. Each7tin had two. holes
punched thereln and each person was prov1ded w1th _an empty
glass.;. oo LT e :

As we drove throuph the town after lunch we notlced a

.quartet of lianeros dressed in': llqu1 llquls. Three of the

men Were young but the fourth wis . a wrinkled, bare- footed
old man:with'a few teeth’ missing. He carried a large Irlsh~
green harp looking a bit more: primitive than the harps from
the Emerald Isle, however. We. stopped the car: and asked the
old man if he would play “for” us. “This' he. d1d _and ‘we were
quite’ honoured when he .sang to us :also. He was ohv1ously

g us’ glrls and it was. only later that -one-of :the .

forgot its schedule and the passengers descended

We travelled through the llanos for mlles and then came :l

to the Sabana. countryfwhere the: flat lands ‘were speckled .
with date palms and pretty f]owerlng trees. Guanare was our -

destination _that day’ and it was

et

Coromoto complete w1th Sw1mm1ng pool. P "a: ik

The follow1ng day we. completed our travels along the'”
Maracay, Los" Teques route._In ‘a

through jungle forests and we'itwo Extetnal. g1rls were indeed
happy that we had de01ded that forelgn serv1ce was the llfe' o
for us. i :

Helen MeCuaig

us “that ‘the songs weré qu1te naughty“;.untranSZ Td
, ‘nd we! glrls had ‘been < cheer1ng with gusto.”Whlle'{j
we were l:stenlng a crowd collected and a bus drove up.‘li
Apparently the bus passengers ‘weré ‘concert-minded so the bus -

ather nice to reach civili- | |
zation agaln This time we stayed at the "Gran Hotel -de "~

-we had: travel]ed over 1000 .
miles in 3% days, over.. flat lands,'around mountain tops and -
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NEW MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
DESIGN FOR BUILDING .

Comment on Site:

No choice has been made of a site for the new bu1]d1ng

'and if the central ’ government should copy the civic govern-

ment no chOICe will he made for some years. The need for.a

'green spot as a grac1ous Jocation for the d1p]omat1c hub
“is vital, however atmosphere 1s everything in diplomacy.
‘A bold dec151on is required. The penchant of External ‘Affairs

and dlplomats for the salubrity of Rockcliffe Park makés it
logical to suggest that Rideau Hall be. exappropriated and
the new building erected on that site. Tt is not the bus1ness
6f the External Affairs planners to suggest altefnate
accpmmoaation,fbr His Excellency the Governor General.

Pescr1pt1on o . L R

Tn con51der1ng ‘the problem of de51gn for a new East
Block a planrer is faced by a number of d1ff1cult1es which
are indeed hard to overcome. Principal among these are, the
]1k1ng of other departments for the space occupied by, the
Department of External Affairs. In an endeavour to achieve
the lofty. level of thought which is erroneous]y attrlbuted to
the influence of 14’ ce1]1ngs. and/or the stlmulus of many
square yards of green; orange and black linoleum (picked out

delicately by scarlet and ¢hromium ash- tray stande): various

other departments have already made savage 1nroads on
External Affairs space in the existing East Block. No doubt
some elevation will be achieved by these departments .when
the existing colour scheme is: rev1tallzed by the’ spread of
crimson felt ‘along the hallways: However “the . problem to be
met in ‘designing a’ new bu1]d1ng is to prevent future inva-
sions when the magic of the old East Rlock 'is: dlscovered to,
be illusory. This- ‘has “been handled in the’ attached by 8 1 Tey
turn to the historical basis. of dlp]omacy - the fortress -
coupled with equally anc1ent weapons13fdefence A w1ndowless'h
building (3) hav1ng ‘one ‘entrance, and on]y one, has been.. -
allowed;  this is suitably guarded by a moat, f1]led with .
crocodiles ' (7), a drawbridge and a portcu1]1s (6) of suit-
able' vidiousness, the latter two be1ng electronlcal]y_
dperated by a device made sensitive to the approach of ac-
quisitive members of the Privy Council, the Prime Minister's
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office, Finance and Trade and. Commerce (whose 1nterest 1s-of
course not in the Fast BRlock 1tself but in our supp]y of
Ambassadorial furniture). The possibility of .the failure
of the devices provided accounts for the p]ank (2) on the
roof, a means of getting rid of unwanted visitors which
habitually engenders a healthful feeling of e]ementa] satls-

“faction in all except the victim. ‘ : -

7 Another dlfflcu]ty has been taken care of in the de51gn
submltted "Open" dlplomacy is st1]] a: current. catch phrase
in .the lobbles of the world and. wh11e 1mportance still
attaches to it,, 1t,1s v1tal to have the Canad1an Department
of External Affalrs ‘pay at ]east ]1p service to the idea.
Consequently, an. Area for open. dlplomacy has been a]]owed
This, in point. of fact is a narrow 2-story bu1]d1ng, con-
structed maln]y of plate glass, a]ong one. side of whlch s
attached a .semi- c1rcu]ar enclosure .(A). amply prov1ded with
seats for those’ who wish .to. see Diplomacy At Work. Offices
in this area (C) would of course be allocated only to morally
unreproachable officers and staff. A strict application. of;
the rule "Dictate only at a distance" would be “essential
since -only handsome:and preferably not bald:A/USSEA'$ and
others .would :be ‘required ‘to.be exposed to:the public view.'
A notable- feature of the "Area" is the giant size television
set' (B) -which would provide interest during."quiet-hours".
Unfortunately 'this would .fhot-be available during.the World
Series.when the signals received by the:aerial system (B')
would unquestionably be' required in-the SSEA's office. Dur-
ing that.period, however; ‘the-Information Division commenta-
tor, normally situated im a gondola .under the roof at “(D)
and normally called upon to.convey to the public-the drama
being unfolded behird -the rlate glass,” could ‘take ‘over with
readlngs from "The Pooa" or "Canada and the Unlted Aatlons

- In designing the East Block\prdper,_the assumption has
been made that the.usual Civil Service formula will apply.
n/2 x 1/x x 60%.= number .of rooms. In ‘this, n is thé number
of officers, 2 is the number of officers to & room, 1/x is
the attitude: 6f The Committee :and 60% is the most we .can
hope for. Since-the formula makes no-allowance for registry
or for-stenographic pools the net effect-will be to have

ab initio ‘the comfortably chummy - atmosphere. so long a«fea- .
‘ture -of the ‘East Rlock. Granted:a continuance of ‘the usual

annual number of deaths™from -suffocation, however; ‘and the
Daly'Bui]ding‘diviSidns«might*possib]y berre-united. with
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the Department within, say, 15 or 20 years at the latest.

A very real effort has been made to meet a number of
other needs. First, the dungeons having been handed over to
L.L. II for use in the initial and summary punishment of
those hapless persons who violate the security regulations,
there is unfortunately nolonger room below ground for the
canteen. It has therefore been elevated to the roof where
especially during the winter the invigorating atmosphere
will return habltuees to thelr desks refreshed by . their
little outings. S : -

Also elevated to the roof nay, even hlgher have been
a few suites of offices. The tower (9) which by a happy
stroke of imagination will be constructed ‘entirely of ivory
{on a base of pre-stressed. concrete), will allow for unin-
terrupted meditation, even contemplatlon, on the part of
certain officers whose deliberations ‘are now all but drowned
out ‘in the hurly-burly of the present building and the -
N.P.O. It 1s envisaged that the USSEA will have his office
there, Personnel, Protocol and Pol. Coord. may well find in
the tower their proper place. All will find value in (10) a

‘wind indicator 1nstalled to show ‘the direction of over-

currents from The Hill.

Thought has also been given to the welfare of staff and
visitors. Room in the foreground at (8) has ‘been allowed
for at least 2 parking spaces to be allocated to External
Affairs personnel. It has been some time- .since External
Affairs personnel have been able to park so ¢lose to their
building. At (5) parking space has been reserved for dip-
lomats. To reciprocate.the kind treatment. our- :personnel so
often receive overseas, these spaces will be marked only
by the two large 51gna (SA) both of whlch read "No Parklnp .

One final word seems-required. In view of the 1ncrea81np
importance of commnications,, and the constant need for im-
provements and guardlng agalnst breakdowns,' pigeon loft
(4} has been prov1ded to serve 4% the nervé dentre of the
New Division., T : '

' cor et LWL Pead,
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Dix Officiefe"ée'reconnaftroﬁﬁ-ils'dane Ies lignes"suivantes:

EEEF

’Accepteralt il la Thrqule?

7 Se dit blesse d etre meconnu,

',_Et vante partout ses vertus

_MAUVAIS*VEBS..“v

'iLeger comme an oisean chanteur

_.,Notre fhtur ambassadeur

Se. fait de grandes Lllusxons

11 sue'ét besogne a fblson

Le fr01d le chaud 1l les dedaxgne'

Pour lui nulle chape de laine,

- Et’ puls nulle chape ultra chaude, _
E: Qu01qu au East Block Li soit &, l aube,:,“ ;t
: .LNulle barrlere semble arréter -
"'::Son élan vers L 1mmortallte o
.fl Al offre d un poste d’ Attache.;.;;.A
"Qu a Dleu fie plalse|” dit=il, outrel“'
’ _}Notre homme cette fo1s casi coanLe:‘
iAyec le bey, doors et déja; i
~Se'woit en tenue d: apparat.
;Deere la France, pu1s le Perou,

nREJete les deux, et.nous rend fous

-Si:coter sa: plelne~valeur
"J’Est deféndu par la pudeur

“Notre homme est coupable cent fbls,

Mais- innocent devant la loi.

On éssdie’ de le mettre au pas, U

':Fa1re le beau ne lu1 plait pas.

Veut toujours mieux, attend son du
PULS déja vieux, sourd et chenu,
Doit s’contenter du Zanzibar,

Voila.le sort des matamores.

.
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LlZABDSUBBING.LUCK IN FRIENDLY LAOS

As the- plane c1rcled to land at’ Vlentlane I ‘saw a sleepy
town strung out- along theé ‘Mekong-river with hills in.the

background. It all‘locked charming. Everyone ‘at ‘the airport”
seemed’ glad to sée me and 4 fr1endly feeling permeates the-
entire Canadian’ colony here. Tt is 'partly this that makes

Vientiane such ‘a nice place to be. ‘There ‘is absolutely. no
bickering, ‘no d1sgruntled persons and ‘everyone seems qu1te
content to be here and to’ be doing a good job.of work.

" The Labt1an deernmént built- a new building:ﬁor an- office
(later it will'be uséd as a school). It consists of about- 10

rooms - leading ‘off a wide veranda. The rooms connect or you
can walk along this Veranda, The building :{as are"moést here)
.is raised up oncement pillars about 10’ ‘above- grourd -because
of the heavy rains during the ra1ny season beg1nn1ng in May,
The rooms aré-all light and airy. The partitions are of-

wovén bamboo,’ the floors iof wide boards covered with - brlghply
coloured straw mats. We loock out onto some Laotian houses: and
as Laotians do most of their living out of doors, and as the

road nearby 'shows "a’ steady Stream of" water- buffalo drawn’
carts, b1cycles, jeeps, trucks and 'so on, it ‘is’ sémetimes’:
hard ‘to° concentraté on typlng The offlce ‘furniture was'

supplied By the French and is guite’ adequate -There is
usually a’ breeze as our offices are on-the second-floor

level; At the present time we work from 8:30 t6 1 and. go-

back after “lunch and stay until around 6:30 or 7:00. if: there

is much work. That’is about as: long as anyone can work’here;::
as the heat is too enervating. We all take’a siesta dur1ng;
the afternoon and feel it if we don’t. We work: Saturdays ‘in~
the morning’ only, although last Saturday we worked “in~the:
afternoon ‘also - it ‘all depends on how much work there is- o

do.

The staff live in. variots. places ‘Mr. Mayrand.and -General

Morton have a house Mr. Ballachey and-a couple of- ‘the’ others’
also live in a house, “hit ‘eat ‘with*us: The- senior.army:
officers live above the mess. The rest of us”live:in:what:
is knéwn as the "Bungalow™. Actually it is‘a hétel; .two~
storeys, set in its own grounds and not at all: bad. A number
of Poles ‘and ‘Indians live here alsc. We -all eatat the ‘army:
mess’ which is about half’a block away from the ‘Bungalow.-It
is divided into two parts - one for the NCO’s’ ‘and the -other:
for the Offlcers and External personiiél. The :same:kitchen:

and-staff serve both. The’ Officer’s mess'is a large room
with d1n1ng table at one end and- ‘easy chairs at-the- other
with a‘wide screened’ veranda running all ‘around the outs1de.

It is br1ght and qu1te cheery. There 1s 4 move on ! foot Just
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now to byy curtains and afew :odd things to make it *homier™.
There are usually around 12 to 18 people eating there,
depending on what personnel is in Vientiane from the flxed
‘teams, what visitors happen to pass through and so on. They
. put_two- ‘tables together to form a large "square to seat 12
persons which makes it.cosy. If there are more, we have to’
eat in two sh1fts°=However, the ‘army men never seeém.to. ‘mind '
-as they. like to’sit. atround. and. drlnk and_smoke, and often
don’t eat until 9, .0 clock :anyway, bsually weé eat around

8: 30 The Department sent out a Zenlth -radio, for the mess. .

The Officer s mess pays for subscrlptlons ‘to Time, Llfe

- Newsweek and Saturday Evening.Post, secured through a store

in. Salgon. Books (mostly lurid paper backs) were suppl1ed by

the Canadian Legion. There 1is also a: USIS.and British In-’

formation, Offlce through which some books can ‘be borrowed
_but there is quite a ‘dearth .of genera] readlng material,
We also receive, through ‘the Department, airmail .editions’
. of the London "Tlmes"' New York "szes“ and a few other
pub]1cat10ns., . . :

. There are. about 37 Canad1ans 1n Laos d1v1ded about
-equally between | staff in Vlentlane and staff throughout
Laos on fixed team 31tes. About 19 of the army personnel
are NCO's - they act as guards clerks, send telegrams, etc.
The other army personne] graduate from oné General down to
a number of Captains. And there is a Canad1an offlcer who
is,on loan to .the General Secretariat but who eats with.us’
most of the ‘time.. The French prov1de cars (2) and several
Jeeps all with French drivers so we are taken to and from
the office. T tried, walklng it one mérning but found it
1mp0351ble in the heat _The. last few days have been’ sllghtiy
coo]er and’ I have walked home a, couple of tlﬂes around 7 in
the evening.

The climate isn’t quite as bad as I had feared, although
the rainy season will be uncomfortable. The first few days I
was here the thermometer hovered around 96 in the shade and
the, humldlty was very hlgh However, the last few days it
has dropped to around 85. We have fans at the. of fice and ‘the
mess.and each beédroom has a centre fan thet we keep runnlng
all the time - when the electr1c1ty is on.. It makes it
fa1rly rleasant for sleeplng or resting, However, prov1ded
one takes a rest for a couple of hours each afternoon the
climate is quite bearab]e.,:

There are no street ]1ghts S0 We Us€ a f]ashllght in the
even1ngs if we .go out. The water suprly is very errat1c.
Actual]y a]though there ' is running water in each room, th

water s brought by trucks from the 'ehong fiver and dent

e el ———
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hiivered‘to the ‘hotel byia-hose from. the -truck (like fuel

oil}. The Laotlans seem to have water barrels at their front
door, and I have seen, the: truck dellverlng water into these

" barréls. As’ there must be some 30 rooms in the Bungalow, it
- must’ make the water problem difficult. So we never know when
- the taps will have water in thém or not. There is water
“around 3 in the. afternoon and agaln ‘at about 7:30 in the

evan1ng. Thére isn’t -any usually in the. morn1nps. If we are

-'1n. ouy ‘rooms we-leave the taps-on so we can hear when the

water comes on and then meke ‘2 dash to.-have a shower wash
or do laundry or Just fill a pall ap. :

1 decxded for a time:at least to- do most of my own

" washing as the servents at the mess are not accustomed to

doing women’s things. There is a plug in my room and I find
the travelling iron works beautifully. There is-a large,

" low table in my room so I put a blanket on it and. find

ironing hot too difficult. My room is-about 12’ by. 20’

It -has one large casement window with shutters outside. It
has plastered walls (for someé reason or ‘other I had expected
that), a dirty yellow, and unpainted wood floors. Thére is

. a.straw rug on part of the floor and I intend to get another
_one, as the bare floor looks so dirty. There are two -ward-

robes, a bed, two straight chairs, -a table, 2 bedside tables
and an arm, chalr with leather upholsterlng. This chair was
supplled by the French and possibly some of the other fur-
niture’ also. Anyway, it is sufficient and comparatively
clean. I am going to give it a good wash down .the first
chance T get. We sleep under mosquito nets. There are sticks
about 4’ high which fit onto the four corneérs ‘of the bed
over which is placed a canopy of coarsely woven nettlnp.
This nettlng is long enoughto tuck in under the mattress.
There 1s an overlap down one side and you part this to”crawl
into bed and tuck it under the mattress after you get in.
The bed has wooden slats on.it covered with a mattress some

“3n thick. Tt sounds uncomfortable but .actually isn’t.at.all.

The mattress and pillow are.a bit musty so.I put.one of my

" pliofilm bags over the pillow under the pillow slip..The

servant thinks ‘that is a crazy idea - (just another foreign
eccentricity) but it does keep out that musty,smell, Appa
rently during the rainy season eVerythlng smells musty.

-Some . people here:don’t ‘use the pillows-because of " the ,musty

:smell but with the pllof:lm bag you do not’ notlce 1t at all

So. far I haven t seen too many 1nsects, crawllng anlmals
and so on. "Sometimes the mosquitoes .are annoylng but: ¥ spray
‘some DDT homb around’ which helps. ‘There.are some moths' and
11ttle black th1ngs w1th hard shells..Gllles had: a.large
cockroach in his room and also a big lizard but so far I
haven’t seen one. I have a little lizard but he stays most
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of the time .on the ceiling and is quite cute. I have named
him "Timmy". He eats the 1nsects and never seems to leave

the wall or’ celllngo (It .is supposed to be bad luck mot to
have one in yourroom.)-If he dlsappears for'a 'day T begin ~

to worry about my "luck". It is amazing to watch the lizards

in our rooms suddenly dart after a fly but if they see the

little black:-insects with the hard shell ‘they completely

llgnore them. I am told they can eat even a large moth and
if there happens to be two lizards, they almost have a fight .
over the moth. T&mmy 1s quite sensible - he usually stays on
the ceiling in the centre .of the room over the electric-

fan where it is cool. Actually, so far as insects are con-

_cerned; thlS place so far has been no worse than any summer

cottage

""The post at Vientiane ds, so ) T am. told the smallest . and

perhaps ‘that is:why it is the nicést, Also.Vientiane is much

smaller than the other 3 c1t1es and so we are thrown more on
our own for entertalnment 'There are a couple .of night clubs

where. the offlcers .go sometimes but they are very expensive.
‘Usually everyone, Just sits around the table and talks until

around ‘ten and. then strolls back to the Bungalow. We some-
times: pldy scrabble or liar's.dice but outside of a few

‘parties and .cocktails for the . hlgher ups, ‘there isn’t ‘much

to ‘do. Howevér, as everyorie has been all.over the place
there - are iany with intefesting stories.to tell, I have
seldom met "such an interesting crowd: Col. Delamare has

his W1fe here - the ‘only other Canadian woman. in Laos -

whlch is nlce for him and also nice for:me as 2 women. at
the table ma es it’ ea51er I do thlnk the Army trled to send
out; the very best types P e e

T do not know whether it is 1n deference to two women
or 1f they always.do it in army messes, but the men ‘all
change to white shirts and white trousers for dinher at

1

“night. Actually I:do think it -is a good 1dea as it would

be so easy to get' sloppy here. The, food in our mess is very
gocd as- the boys have been' taught to cook in Western style.

We have a Chinese head boy and several Chinese boys under

him. We. uSually have ' soup, fish, meat ‘course, dessert and
coffee, Wine is served’ with meals as it is apparently good
for us to have it in this c]1mate The fish is quite good.
It seems: usually to-be’ some, klnd of flllet with ‘a -sauce on

" it. Weget -fowl, :some. beef and 11tt1e pork. We do get’ buffa]o
fmeat whlch is qulte similar to. beef We get bananas and

e e — -

- =
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papaya and watermeion; also fresh tomatoes, besns and the
other day we had corn on the.cob - in March of all .things.

- I understand the fresh vegetables are brought across the

river from Thailand as the Laotians don’t bother growing
vegetables: All-drinking water has-to be purlfled but that
is done at the mess in a big canvas bag. We take. bottles

_over ‘to-the ‘mess and the boys. fill them sc we can have water

for drlnk:ng in our. rooms. It is.very flat and .insipid but.
we drink 1t anyway. ‘At the mess we. occa51onally have ice.
It is'so nice to have: something cool! ‘Extras such as ice are
paid’ for by ‘contributions frem all of us.to the mess. G1nger )
ale and lime juice is also brought in:from Hong Kong. Once -
a week we have a Laotian dinner and once a week a Chinese
dinner, just to vary things. We can have eggs for breakfast
and sometimes orange juice. Also toast and coffee. The
coffee is terrible but condensed milk is availabie which
helps to disguise the flavour of the coffee.

Actually, life here could be compared to living in a
summer colony. The city is supposed to have some 25,000
people “in it:but ‘it doesn’t look very big. Much of.the
cooking is done outside. The Laotians are very fr:endly
and 1t is perfectly safe to go anywhere, day or night.
Walklng here in the: evening is just strolling inthe country,
Becausé there is no industry to speak of here, clothes do
not get @ dirty-and: ‘the~inconveniences are- more - like those:
to be found 10 a summer- cottage colony : :

?%en I arrived 3 Fllm Board men were here taklnp plc-;
tures: of- the work of the: Commission and_ other .things in
Indo-China.- ]hey are presently oh a trip up .to;one of the~
flxed tean sites: I-believe. they are quite. pleased w1th the
work ‘they have done here. Perhaps you will be; able to; see,
the résults .when they get the film made, -One, ‘very .amusing.
thing happened, there’ was a church festlval here :and_they.
wanted’ to get some sound effects from;it. They borrowed a
generator or+something from: the. Amer1cans ‘here.. but had,
brought ‘a‘great -deal ‘of other equipment with them. But they
s1mp1y could not get 1t to: wark The .head: prlest “heard. aboqt;
everything which they used to do recordlng work themselves.
It worked perfectly and the film board got their sound
effects. Jt is typical of this primitive country that they
have mechanized transport and that the priests have modern
scund equipment!
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" 'The.lizard just came ‘out from behind the wardrobe and
started’ creeping towards the w1ndow. He ‘got onto the window
ledge and" stayed there. I didnt want him to turn towards

my bed and s0 1 trled persuadlng him to go -out the window

but he wouldn t budge. When he: started to move along the
w1ndow sill, T fook a long fan I havé here and. tlpped hlm
out of the w1ndow. Then I noticed why he had been creeplng
along ‘the window sill s0 quletly There was:a bxg green
inséct ' with- long blue ‘wings half: way up the w1nd6w and the
llzard was Wwaiting. unt11 he got cIose enough to sprlng at
it. So I put the: insect “outside ‘too.” One never knows what:
w111 happen next here'; "”"' o

[

“I"have’ Higited Salgon, Han01 and Phnom Penh 31nce reach—
1ng Indo Chlna and’ they all prove to he worth. the trouble .
They ‘all” différ from one’ aniother and T prefer Phnom-Penh to
the two others. I have' ‘taken. up painting and spend quite a
bit of time on it. Results have not been anything to brag
about’ bat’ st1ll T have ‘made .a‘bit of progress and might take
lessons once’ ‘back in "Canada.. I am llvzng in Vientiane and
find it healthler than the other cities of Indo- Chlna.,Our

office bulldlng is; built-in what was or1g1nally a rice paddyl

which’ ‘accounts for the herds of buffalo .and oxen roaming
about, Tt 1s bu1lt on stllts as a protectlon agalnst floods

.1n “the ralny seasorn “and 1t is largely open to the out51de:
'so that it'is hice afid cool at times. ‘When the days are

heavy and humld it really makes worklng very hard’ as the
stat1onery gets stxcky, type is ‘hard to handle and the wind

compla1n1ng. o

BT TR
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THE ROAD TO RECREATION IS OUR OWN EARO

. The following Fxecutive will serve for 1955-56 to take
charge of External Affairs Becreation Organization;

Fresident SR - James- George
"+ 1st Vice-President - Helen Larhih
"2nd ViceTPreSEdehtp>-:Keith Henry
Treasurer - Phillip Morrissey
Secretary - Maud Kelly .
Assistant Secretary - Louise Venne o
Committee ", - Georgette Boudreaulp -
. Malcolm Bow
Frangoise Gagnon
“John Hadwen
Pat Howard
“Jim Meagher .
~Jan Munro ] s
. Mardi Peden . = ., ..
Tom Read | C
Fred Smith
Bill Jenkins
Julia Groves.

_ . Craig Langille.who was originally elected as President
. was posted to.the U.N, Assembly Delegation. However, -the:
‘ Organzzatlon is very. pleased that Jim George has accepted -
“the Pre51dency._ :

Our new executive was full of plans and immediately
started to put them into action. In order to be able to
plan a really.top-notch pichic the first requlrement was
replenishment: .of “the Treasury so we had our "membershlp,
drive. Keith Henry, new]y returned- from New’ De]h1, was,
given-the: choicé’ assignment ‘of Wembersh1p Convenor and w1th
his vsual drive and enérgy 'succeedéd”in mak1ng our Treasurer
much happier-about " the f1nanc1a] ‘situation. By thls tlme{
however, summer was getting on and the only dates we ‘could
reserve at Lac Phillipe were very close to July 1 week-end
so 1t was decided to ]eave the p1cn1c unt1] ]ate August
Bill Jenkins was a;p01nted convenor w1th ‘V1ng Wingslev

as co-convenor. They chose thei't ‘cémiittée and’ p]ans got. ..

under way.~To keep the flow of" evepts chrono%oplcal]v
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straight, T shall- leave the p’cnlc for now and tell of the
summer activities. :

.SOFTBALL .
Our X.A. team got'off'to a ijing start in-May. The
equ1pment was good, -the players were good but their- luck

wasn't. In other words, we didn’'t make the play-offs. How-
ever, everybody had ‘a lot of fun and that’ s the main thing.

TENNIS

Our tennis tournament was scheduled for August 10 at
the Rockcliffe Tennis Club. We had a little weather trouble
but finally got under way August 17. John Hadwen was the
convenor, - ably assisted by Tom Pope. Everybody had a wonder-
ful time with not too'much strenuous tennis. Tea was served
at 5 o'clock to players and guests. Qutstanding stars of the
afternoon were-Lillian Ponof Information Division and Denise
Coderre “of Passport Office for the ladies; Gil Champagne
and Charles Bedard for the men. Prizes were presented by

"‘Mrs. J.A. Chapde]alne.

- SKETCHING

Our sketching class had a good enrolment of 18 ardent
‘'students.. Tom Read did a noble job of convening it for us,
albeit reluctantly It is just possible that we will have a
~ winter: class depending on the .interest shown.

fICNIC -

August 31 was the day flnally se]ected for our plcnlc
Bill Jenkins and Klng had’ as assistants: Keith Henry to look
after ‘ticket sales,” Jack Zoubie for sports. programme and
M.C., Helen Larkin. and Marie' Hyndman for prizes and Fat
Howard for’ pub]1c1ty -Our, then pres1dent Cralg Langl]]e
very generously gave hls ass1stance in all f1e]ds o

--Again the weatherman had h1s own’ 1deas abOut our chosen
.date and August 31 dawned dark and showery and. the’ picnic
was postponed to' September 1 which turned out very fine.
Lac Phillipe was rea]]y ]ove]y and everyth1ng went .according
to schedu]e

e
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. The h1ghl1ght of the day, for the kludles was the free
pony rides. These pcnies were prov1ded for by 2 special
"Save the Forles fund, contributed. by Heads of Divisions
so the kiddies had all the rides they wanted and were happy
Many thanks to our Chiefs.

The feature race of the day was for "Heads of Division
and up" who ran a race trussed up in paper straight jackets.
Several of the contestants had d1ff1culty flttlng into the
garments' and required assistance. Protocol was. tossed to the

‘winds as the participants crashed into one another roundlng

the half-way mark. Doug chks Tom Carter and John Teakles
were the winners. The picnic was brought to a close hy the
Four Kings who sang several popular numbers.

GOLF

Next event on the calendar was the Golf Tournament which
was scheduled for September 15 at the Chaudiere Golf Club.
Martin Meech was the’convenor and 29 ardent golfers turned
out. The weatherman after having postponed two.of ocur events,
rea]]y put on his best bib and tucker for the go]f

After a strenuous 18 ho]es and. a short session at thq
19th we had dinner in the Club dining.room. Mr.” R.M. Mac-
donne]} and Mrs. Macdonnell were guests of honour and Mr.’
Nacdonnell gave out the prlzes Wihnersvwere as Tollows: -

GILL TROPHY

L‘Men's ]ow gross .. u‘: - Beh Jénhess'u:'.“

Men's low gross Ist nine - Martin Meech: ~

‘Men’s low gross 2nd nine - Allan-Anderson
Men's low net - Nelson Uarris.

Hidden hole (Men) . ' < Frank Thikault

RECBEATION ORGANIZATION TROPHY

. Ladles ]ow gross = e Helen Lark1n~-‘5" R
" ‘Ladies' low gross lst nine.- Marjorie Meers
- Ladies’ Tow ' gross 2nd pine - Flaine Wotton
* Ladies' Tow net .- . =Mooy Prince:-
(”Hldden ho]e (Lad1es) i:"4r?~Jan Munro : | -
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. Another coming golf event is the annual competition for
the Wilgress Trophy between X.A. and Trade & Commerce. The
ten top golfers from each Department will tee off at -the
Royal Ottawa, October 19. There will be a dinner at the club

after the match and theprizes will be awarded. Bonne chance,
. .External!

BOWLING . . .

" Bowl ing got under way September 8 at the Maple Leaf
Alleys. Ffe_d’.S‘hlith"is' the Convenor; Fran Gagnon, Assistant
Convenor; Dick Ager, Treasurer; Jack Hughes, Assistant
Treasurer; Roger Sauriol and Fierre Robitaille the stati-
sticians. Team captains are Helen Larkin, Fran Gagnon,
Esther McGoff, Dick Ager, Fred Smith, Keith Henry, Jack
Hughes, Bernie Asselin, Pierre Robitaille, J.A. Tardif,
Gary McSorley, and Roger Sauriol. Tt is a little too early
in the season'to pick winners but “competition is strong.
We:will keep you posted on the standing. v :

"COMING EVENTS
DANCE - December 7 . .
. - The Department’s annual Christmas Dance party will be
held on VWednesday evening, December 7 at the redecorated
Standish Hall, which will be closed to the public for the
evening. There will be lots of dancing, including some
square dancing, as well. as supper and some diverting en-
tertainment. All this for two dollars per person! So don’t
forget to hold December 7 - and we hope there won’t be too
much to do in the office the following day. We wish all you
folks abroad could be here with us for'the big event. We’ll
think of you. o :

THEATRE NIGHT - November 1

With the CRT still uncertain whether they will be able
to open at all this winter, there will be fewer opportunities
this season to see good plays. We are, therefore, doubly
glad to have been able to make arrangements with the Little
Theatre for -a Departmental Theatre Night on 'Tuesdg'y. Novem-
ber 1, for what promises to be the hit of the ‘'season -
J.B. Friestley's "When We Are Marrie#". This play, directed
by Barney McManus, is a revival of the splendid comedy of
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Yorkshire faraly life. It played:ﬁith great success at the
Crest Theatre in Toronto earlier this year. Louise MacKay

is our Theatre Night convenor.

BRIDGE

- .. Bridge too, is getting its share of serious thought.

Courteney Kingston has generously agreed to convene the

_bridge nights. for us and is organizing one for November 8.

H.M. Larkin

) )  ¢ * & % %
NEEDLE IN A HAYSTACK DEPARTMENT

It ‘has just been brought to our attention that the
Departmert ‘of National Defence asked the department to
arrange for the forwarding to Flight Lieutenant D.R. Taylor

of the insignia of the Distinguished Flying Cross which he

was awarded for service with the Royal Canadian Air Force
during the Second World War. The whereabouts of the reci-

‘pient were unknown until last spring when the Departmerit

was advised that National Defence had now found out that
F/L Taylor was a résident of Washington and could be reached
c/o the Cenadian Embassy. A despatch from Washington in late
July: stated: Cohe . -

You will be interested to learn that after carrying
out a most thorough search I eventually succeeded in
tracking Flight Lieutenant Taylor to an office in
this Embassy. He has, it seems, been a member of the .

Department of External Affairs for something ¢lose -

to five years. I was delighted, therefore, to be

- able to hold in my office on Wednesday, May.18; en" .~
" appropriate ceremony, attended by other officers.of

this Embassy, at which I duly presented to Flight
Lieutenant Taylor the insignia of the Distinguished
Flying Cross that you sent to this-Embassy.

The s{gner of the letter for the Ambassador was none other
than former F/L Taylor, now Mr. David R. Taylor, Second
Secretary at the embassy in Washington!

e}
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BIRTHS, ENGAGEMENTS 'AND - MARRIAGES

BIRTHS

Lucienne Denis, daughter.”

of Mr..-and Mrs. J.H.M.
‘Choquette, born in Paris,
September 18 1955

Jean Martial Pterre, son
of Mr. and Mrs. J.J.M.
Cété, born in Oslo, August
2, 1955.

Mary A'nn,wdau‘ght.:er of

Mr. and Mrs. J.M.J. Hughes,

born. in Ottawa, May 14,

1955.; y

of Mr. and Mrs. H,B.O.

Rob1nson. born in. Parls,'

September 1955.

P

.Janet Elizabeth, daughter

of Mr.. and Mrs. J. Harrlson

_.Cleveland, born in Karachl,

July 1955.

‘Jean-Francois, son of
" Mr. and Mrs. J.Y. Grenon,

born in Jonzac, France, on

Ampst27 ums.,t

a- g € -

Michael Norman, son of
Mr. and Mrs. :Leo McGovern,

" “"Born in Seattle. July 8,
& . ""71955. ' :
. Brtdget Annn,, daughterA o o
V:John Machuuz, 'son of Mr,

and Mrs. A.B. Roger, born

-in Ottawa. June 20 1955

“~'A’=.;James Llewellyn, son of Mr.

.. and Mrs. L.A.D. Stephens,
born in Ottawa, June 1955.

€% s ®s

ENGAGEMENTS .

Miss Elizabeth Dorland Abbott to Mr. Robert Metcalfe Schoettle.

The wedding is to take place in Ottawa on November 5. -

R LR

I

MARRIAGES

Mr. R.B. Edmonds to Miss
Shirley John, Melbourne,
Australia, October 15, 1955.

Mr. John Hadwen to Miss
Shirley Vivian Brown, Toronto,
September 16, 1955.

Miss Mary E.J. Harding to
Mr. Edwin Falder Jackson,
Ottawa, October lst, 1955.

Miss Barbara Elizabeth

Polloway to Mr. A.I. Malcolm,
London, England, 1955.
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Mr: Peter Jennings to Miss

"Margaret Anne Wingate,

London, England, 1955.

Miss Loretta Kenopic-to Mr.
Edward McDonald, Ottawa,
October &, 1955.

Miss Evelyn Logan ‘to Mr.
John Peynolds Hodder, Ottawa,
October 17, 1955.

Mlle. M.L. Vaillancourt toMr.
N. Bird, France, May 21,
1955.

2 & T %







