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Jiteracy Wotices.

The Presbyterian Review for October has
the following contents :

The Influence of Paganism on Post-
Apustolic Christianity, by the Rev. G. T.
Purves, D. D.

The Impeccability of Christ, by Prof.
W. @. T. Shedd, D.D., L. L. D.

Charles Darwin's Religious Life: A
Sketch in Spivitual Biography, by Prof.
B. B. Warfield, D. D.

The Two Iaaiahs, the Real and the Im-
agixi;ry, by Principal G. C. M. Duuglas,
D.

Editorial Notes, General Synod of the
Reformed (Dutch) Church, by the Rev. T.
W, Chambers, D. D, L. L. D.; 1he
Fourth General Presbyterian Council, by
the Rev. W. G. Blaikie, D. D., L. L. D.;
General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada, by Principal W, Caven,
D. D.; General Conference on Foreign
Missions, by Prof, C. A. Aiken, D. D.;
The One Hundreth-General Assembly, by
Pres. F. L. Patton, D. D., L. L. D.; The
Lambeth Counference, by Prof. C. A.
Briggs, D. D. .

Reviews of Recent Theological Liter-
ature, Price 80cts per. copy or$3.00 per.
annum. .

ScriBNERr'S MacazINe for Dacember is
to hand with its usual variety of contents,
and being the Xmas No is embellished by
a gilded cover. i

We clip the following from the prospec-
tus for 1889,

** The publishers of ScERIBNER'S Mac-
AZINE aim to make it the most pupular
and enterprising of periodicals, while at
all times preserving its high literary char.
acter. 25,000 new readers have been
drawn to it during the past’ six
anonths, and it closes its second year with
a new impetus and an assured success.”

**The Railroad Articles will be continued
by several very striking papers. *‘A cor-
respundence and collection of manuscript
memoirs relating to J. F. Millet and a
famous group of modern French painters
will furnish the substance of several
articles illuatrated.” ¢ Many valuable
Literary Articles will appear ; a paper on
Walter Scott's Methods of Work, illustra-
ted from original MSS. Articles on Art
subjects will be a feature. Fishing Articles
duscribing sport in the best fishing grounds

will appear, as also Illustrated Articles of
great variety, touching upon all manner of
subjects, travel, biography, description,
etc. In the list of suientific papers for the
{‘m will be an artiole by Professor John

rowbridge, upon the moat recent develop-
ments and uses of Photography. Illus-
trated.

There will be a group of papers vpon
Electricity in its most recent ;&uplicttiom.
by eminent euthorities. - $3.00 a yoar ; 25
conts a nurtor. CHARLES SCRIBNER'S
Soxs, 743-745 Broadway, N. Y.

A GOOD INVESTMFNT.

Several winters ago a woman was com-
ing out from some public building where
the heavy doors swung bacl and made
egress diffioult. A street urchin sprang
to the rescue, and, as he held open the
door, she said * Thank you,” and passed
on.

¢« Cracky ! d'ye hear that?” said the
boy to a companion standiug near.

*No; what 1"

¢ Why, that lady in sealskin said
‘thank ye, to the likes o’ me.”

Amused at the conversation, which she
could not help overhearing, the lady turn-
od round and said to him ** It always pays
to be polite, my boy ; remember that.”

Years passed away, and December last
when doing her Christmas shopping this
same woman received an exceptional cour-
tesy from a clerk in Boston, which caused
her to remark to a friend who was with-
her: ¢ What a comfort to be civilly
treated once in & whilu—though I don'’t
know that I blame the clerks for being
rude during the holiday trade.”

The young man’s quick ear caught the
words, and he said: * Pardon me,
madam, but you gave me my first lesson
in politeness.”

She looked at him in amazement, while
he related the little forgotten incident,
and told her that that simple ‘thank
you ” awakened his first ambition to be
something in the world. He weunt the
next morning and applied for a situation
as office boy in the establishment where
he was now an houored and trusted clerk.

Only two words, dropped iuto the trea-
sury of atreet conversation, but they
yielded returns of a certain kind more
aatisfactory than investnients in stocks
and bonds.—Congreyationalist. )
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Price, in advance, 25 cents per year in parcels of 4
and upwards to one address, Single copies 40 cents.

Subscriptions at a proportional rate may begin at
lny‘fime i“:s. m‘l:l‘: en v‘d December. for Miast

All rece] r paying expenses, are for Missions.
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All communications to be addressed to
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This issue cluses the eigth volume of
the MariTiMe, Thanks to the friends
throughout the county who have so kindly
aided in its circulation. Their reward and
ours is the same, the consciousness that
some good has been dune by the million
and a half of pages of good wholesome
reading matter that it has carried abroad
during the year.

A stray copy of the ManrriMe not long
since found its way to a poor, hardened,
and apparently hopeless drunkard in Trin-
idad. A story in it of a little child who
wanted to know what she could do for
Jesus,touched his heart. ¢* Here is a little
child, said he,waunting to serve her Saviour
and what have I done for Him all these
years 3" He hecame a changed man from
that time and is still holding on in a better
way.

The accounts of the MarITIME for the
year have not been all made up, butall ex-
penses will be paid and there will be a bal-
anoe for the Foreign Mission Fuud, how
much can’t yet be exactly knuwn,

* Please give eatly notification of the
number required for the coming year.

Please send subscriptions by Post Office
order or registered letter. Do not send
postage stamps where it can be avoided,
and then only in very small quantities. A
Post Oftice order for any suw under four
dollars only costs two cents.

For the coming year as well as the past,
the MaRITIME will be indebted for its cir-
culation to the friends who s kindly act
as agents in the different sections of the
country. We trust tha. its readers will
commend it to others and thus aid in in-
creasing its cizculation.

»

Mr. Morton writes ‘“a friend here whose
name is unknown has pledged the amount
necessary to make an addition to the Tac-
arigua schonl house. part of the space to
be tor a reading room,”

Such instances of generosity should both .
cheer and stimulate our church 2t honie.

Thia is Miss Blackaddar’s school and
the generusity of the unknown donor will
enable ‘her to work to better advantage
when she returns, .

Mr. Morton is very anxious to get a
new school house at St. Joseph, This is
an important centre in an old Spanish
town and a promising field for work. At
present he is obliged to pay ten dollars per
month rental for a building that is very
unsuitable. Besides, if he had a new
school house the schoul would at once go
on the list of Government assisted schools
which would be about twelve dollars per
month additional, so that the new school
house would be a richly paying investment.

The Government has given him a site in
& valuable centre and now he awaits the
‘money to build, Miss Blackaddar has
been earnestly laboring during herfurlough
hoping that the collections at her meet-
ings would so enrich the F. M. Treasury
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that a grant could be made for the school
house in addition to the ordinary estimates
for the year.

NATIVE PASTORS IN TRINIDAD.

In connection with the appeal for a
missionary for Couva there has been
suggested the idea of appointing a
native to that position.

The Foreign Mission Committes, the
Mission Council of Trinidad, and the
Presbytery of Trinidad, are of one
opinion on the matter, and an- fully
convinced in view of all the circum-
stances, that the appointment of a mis-
sionary from home is the most economi-
cal, the best for the mission now, and
the best for its future, in short as Mr.
Grant puts it, “Itappears to be im:
perative.”

One ygeneral reason for this, apart
from special reasons in the present
vacant field, is the following: If natives
were gradual.y appointed in the room
of our honfe missionaries, and supported
from home, the mission would continue
n mission, wrought by native agency
but depeudent upon the Foreign Mis-
sion Board for appointments and for
funds. Whereas if from time to time,
a part of the field were set off by itself
as a separate congregation with the
privilege of calling its own pastor on
condition of supporting him, orperhaps
receiving for a time a small supplement,
the mission would in course of time de-
velop into a self sustaining, self gover-
ing native church just like our own at
home. These native pastors would
have a seat in Preshytery, and in all
matters affecting the government and
working of the church would occupy
the same position as our ministers at
home, and the missionaries in the tield.
The only difference would be that they
would not have a voice or vote in the
disposal of monies sent from the Foreign
Mission Fund for carrying on the work
in the various parts of the field. This
would be left entirely with the mission-
aries whom we ourselves appoint. .

Mr, Morton writes, “you may quote
me freely as in favor of native pastors
being settled over native congregations,
consolidating a native -church, but as
opposed to their being appointed in the
same way and to the same general po-
sition as evangelists from home.” This
plan has, after long experience in differ-
ent fields, by different niissionary so-
cieties, been found the best fitted to
establish and develop a self working,
self supporting, native church.

The F. M. Comuiittee is still looking
for a man for Couva. The planters in
that field contribute nearly a thousand
dollars a year to the mission, partly be-
cause they see the good that it does to
their Coolie laborers,and partly because

‘the. missionary holds a service on Sab-

bath evening for the Scotch overseers,
and thus we are enabled to have a mis-
sionary in the field working amongst
the Indians and supported to a large ex-
tent by the planters. If there be not
soon an appointment made there may
be a risk of losing that sum which is
now paid annually to the mission.

Mr. Morton and Mr. Grant have
both been many years in the field.
Hard work and the care of their differ-
ent fields has told upon their strength,
and as one of them has well said, what
would Mr. McRae do alone if their
strength were to fail them, with the
care of the whole mission -upon his
shoulders.

Sample parcels of the MARITINE will be
sent free to any address. Please send the
names aud addressee of someof yourfriends
anl:l have it introdvced where it is not
taken, :

Mr. David Hind of Connecticut has re-
cently given one million dollars to the
American Missionary Association. When
the rich began to realize that their millins °
aud the poor that their mites are all the

. Lord’s then will there be a more plenteous

flow into His treasury, aud the glad tidings
will be spread all the more apeesﬂy to the
ends of the earth.
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" This ineue contains quite s variety of
missionary letters. Some of them are ex-
trac's from private correspondence for
which thanks are due to those who so kind-
ly gave them. In some cases extracts have
been made with considerable freedom but
wo trust that they have been made with
sufficient care. Let it be remembered that
these private lettors were not intended by
the writers for publication, and the respon-
sibility for duing so must rest with us. Qur
only apology is that they seemed to bc such
as would be interesting to our readers and
Lelpful to the Mission.

A SCOTCH SEAMAN ON MISSIONS.

A seaman, on returning home to Scot-
fand, after a cruise to the Pacific, was
asked, ** Do you think the missionaries
have done any good in the South Sea
Islands?’ *‘1 tell you a fact which speaks
for itself,” said the sailor.  *‘Last year I
was wrecked on one of those islanda, where
I knew that eight years before a .ship was
wrecked and the crew murdered ; and you
may judge how I felt at the prospect be-
fore me—if not dashed to pieces on the
rocks to survive for a more cruel death.
When day broke we saw a number of
canoes pulling for our ship, and we were
prepared for the worst. ink of our joy
and wonder when we saw the natives in
English dress, and heard some of them
talk in the English language. On that
very island the next Sungay we heard the
Gospel preached. I do not know what
(51'0\5 think of missions, but I know what I

0.”

HOME MISSION BOARD.

The Home Mission Board met at Chal-
mers Hall, Halifax, on the 20th November.
Forty-three catechists were employed
during the past summer, and reports were
received frum them all showing good work
;lolxlle and several of the fields iad paid in
ull. .
Fifteem probationers were asked for
from the different Pm:)l{teriel but owing
to scarcity of laborers all the applications
could not be granted. .
The St. John Presbytery last year had
received $1500 for the support of ordained
missionaries. This year ouly $750 was
asked for. The decrease in the grant was
owing to the fact that some of the mission
atations had been placed on the Augmen-
tation fund,

A grant of §756 was made to a mission-
ary who is to visit the luniber camps on
the S8t. John River during the winter.
This grant is for the purpose of purchasing
religious literature to distribute among
the lumbermen, and also to cover any in-
cidental expenses that may arise,

$300 was voted to assiat the 8t, John
Presbytery in supporting s Presbyterial
missionary who shall visit the mission
stations and oxplore new ground.

Steps are being taken to revive our
cause at Grand Falls, A grant is to be
made from the Home Mission Fund should
a ‘suitable agent be procured from the
French Evangelization Board.  Through
increased railway accommodation a revival
in trade is likely soon to take place at the
Grand Falls,

N During 1888 marked ro%:‘eu has been
made aud some of the Presbyteries made
a decidely good showing. Cox,

WHY THE YOKE IS EASY.

‘Mark Guy Pearse tells us of an incident
which occurredin connection with asermon
of his on Christ's invitation to the weary
and heavy laden.

1 had finished my sermon, when a goud
man came to me and said: “I wish I
had known what you were going to preach
about. I could bave told you something."”

“ Well, ny friend,” I said, “it is very
good of you. May I not have it still 2”

“Do you know why his yoke is light, -
sir? 1f not, 1 think I can tell you.”

¢ Well, because the good Lord helps us
to carry it, I suppose.” :

*“No, sir,” he explained, shaking his
head ; *‘Ithink I know better than that,
Yousee, when I was a boy at home, I used
to drive the oxen iu my father’s yoke. And
the yoke was never made to nce, sir, as
yousaid.” (I had referred to the Greek
word. But how much better it was to
know the real thing.)

He went on triumphantly : ¢ Father's
yokes were alwaye made heavier on one side
than the other, Then, you sce, we would
put a weak bullock in along side of a strong
bullock, and the light end would come on
the weak bullock, because the stronger one
had the heavmrt of it on his shoulder.”

Then his litupashesaid : * That
is why the yoke is and the burden is
light; {)ea cause the Lord's yoke is made after
the same pattern, and the heavy end is wpon
his shoulder.”

So shall ye find rest to your souf,
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Hew Vebrides.
LETTER FROM REY, J. W. Mc-
KENZIE.

Erakor, Efate, July 16th, 1888.

My Dear Mr. Scott:

i!t is now over two months since we re-
turned to our station. Between house.
building, transcribing my translation. at-
tending to the arrowroot and the work in
general my time has been fully occupied.

With the exception of & short, but rather
severe illness which Mrs. McKenzie had
about a fortnight ago, our health has been
excellent. @ still feel very lonely with-
out our boys, but having received good
tidings from them very recently the trial
is somewhat less severe, ,

We found the work going on satisfactor-
ily. The house cleaning and white wash-
ing were over, having been faithfully done,
and the premises in general were clean and

tidy.

I'Yor this two of our women deserve
. special praise. One of them, Tourango,
is & real mother in Israel. Along with her
husband—a man whose equal in exemplary
christian conduct I bhave not yet met
amongat the natives—she has boen living
on our premises for about thirteen years,
to do any work we may require of them,
but chiefly to take charge of our premises
in ourabsence. For years their house has
been a home for Pango children who come
here to attend school. The other Sian, is
a fine young womau—the wife of Sulomon
who has charge of the children’s school.
Being naturally smart, and having had
special advantages of which she has made
geod improvement, she is looked to by the
rest of the women, and is ﬁenenlly fore-
most in any good cause. She has charge
of the infant class in Sabbath School.

We found our poor natives burdened | ¥y

with a debt of three hundred francs, and
making copra to pay it of. One of the
young men had had his hand shattered
with dynamite while trying to throw a
charge of it into « shoal of fish. He was
taken round to Hav. Harbour, toa French
doctor, and had it amputated. For the
operation the doctor charged the above
sum.

We feel more attached than ever to our
people for the kindness they have shown
us since we returned. A few days ago I
heard that some of our Erakor ple
were complaining that the other villages

did not give them an opportunity of bring-
ing us & present of yams, as they kept cur
yam house full. The natives of Fila seem
aa if they wish to make up for all the un-
kindness and insults we had to endure
from them before they were willing to
listen to our message, Bosides giving us
several presents of yams, they have burnt
two kilns of lime for tho house .l am erect-
ing there, cleared the site, split up paln
trees for the rcof, cut grass, or reeds
rather for the thatch, brought them a con-
sidereble distance in canoes, put on the
thatch and put a fence round the house,
all gratis. ey are wnuch pleased that
we are to spend a good part of our time
amongst them. N

What a contrast their appearance pre-
sented a few days ago when they were
working at the feuce, to what it was leas
than three years ago, when on the same
spot they beat their drums and danced
around them, naked, painted and feath-
ered. Some of the drums.are still stand-
ing inside the fence, part of them used for
the fence.

The house is a mneat building of two
rooms, The frame cost, including flooring
over thirty pounds. For forty dollars of
this amount I am indebted to the W. F.
M. Society of Green Hill. I have also to
acknowledge a contribution of twenty
dollars from the W. F. M. Society of
Hopewell, which along with fifty dollars
received some time ago from the W. F.
M. Society of Durham, lessens very ma-
terially the sum our natives have to pay
for the seats for their church.

Did not get to the Annual Meeting this
year. It was a small one only five mis.
sionaries being present. I shall send you
a copy of the minutes. Four,Yand per-
haps five, mission families intend going to
the Culonies at the end of, or during this
€A,

With our united kind regards,
I remain,
yours sincerely,
J. W. McKExze.

Four good habits, Panctuality, Accu-
racy, Steadiness and tch. Without
the first, time is wasted ; without the
second, mistakes, the most hurtful to our
own credit and interest and that of others
may be committed ; without the third
nothing can be well done ; and without
the fourth, opportunities of advantage are
loat which are impossible to recall.”
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EXTRACT OF A PRIVATE LETTER
FROM REV. JOSEPH ANNAND,

SanTo, N2w HeBRIDES,
June 17th, 1883,

I am thankful to be able to report our
health good. My goiatica atill makes it-
self felt almoat continually but it has easad
down so that I am never laid aside from
work by it. Throughout the summer I
have worked hard at wmanual labor and
other duties. We are now getting fairly
into harness here. For over two months
I have becn addressing the people briefly
in their own tongue.

Our work among the natives is now
quite interesting.  Studying up their
language gives pleasure, I am speaking
to them on Sabbath now, but I am not by
any means fluent yet. They understand
however, what I say which is so far satis-
factory. Two weeks ago I despatched to
Sydney by a man of war, the manusocript
of a first book. This I expect printed and
returned by the ¢ Dayspring ” in October
or November. It is not very elaburate
only about 16 pages., Weneed very much
a printing press in this end of the group.
Sending away to Sydney evelgthing we
need printed is not only great delay, but
expensive as well,

e people here as in all the other
tslands are very superstitious. They are
very much afraid of spirite. There aro
quite a number of places near us that are
believed to be haunted by evil spirits.
We have mnoever seen any of them yet.
When I asked the people about them and
how it would be with me if I disturbed
any of their places of abode, they said, oh
the spirits will not know you so they may
not trouble you. 1 presume that they do
not recognize us as we have not been mo-
lested by them unless they have entered
into tho pigs and sn vent their anger upon
us through them. Now, however, having
ot up a stone wall all around our premises
the pigs are kept at bay, excepting one
that jumps tho fence like a dog.

The women seem afraid to come into the
school house lest the spirita kill them.
Certain customs prevail here that arc in-
teresting also. No man dare eat food
cooked at a fire made for cocking the
women's own food and vice versa. The
-women do most of the cooking but she has
to make one fire for her huaband's food
and one for her own, None of the men
dare eat any food cooked on our premises

nor even light their gipu atourfires, For
me to eat any part of the food being eaten
by them would aurely bring the wrath of
the apirits upon them. ough there is
80 1nuch to be obtained in the way of keep-
ing the spirita favor toward them yet I
find nothing like any regular worshipping
of these. They make no offerings no
sacrifices, nor do they pray to them so far
as I can yet learn.

LETTER FROM MRS, ANNAND.

Saxnro, June 23rd, 1888,

My Dear Mrs. McCurdy :—

n regard to our health it has been gond
since Christmas, Mr. Annand still feels
the Sciatica. 1 may say that he is rever
free from it, but it haz not been bad
enough since the New Year set in to keep
him frcm work.,

The Loxd is very good to us. We are
enjoying many blessings. He has caused
the peaple to be very friendly towards us.
Whi?:to some others in the mission have
been in great danger, we so far have felt
quite safe.
when heathen Yeoplo may turn around.
They are so fickle.

Poor. Mr, and Mrs. Morton who were
settled in Malekula last year just a week
before we settled bere have passed through
a trying season. One of the natives who
belonged to another village near the one
where Mr. and Mrs. Morton live was
aniry with some one in the latter village, -
80 he said

‘I WILT KILL THE MISSIONARY. "
He came one evening with his gun to look
for Mr. Morton. The blinds happened to
be down that night, They had mnot been
in the habit of putting them down but
Mrs. Morton says that something promgb—
ed her to put them down that night,
though Mr. Morton thought it useless.
Of ~ourse they were neither of them aware
of any danger. When the man could not
seo the missionary he went to a young
man a servant of Mr. Morton, talked to
him, got him off his guard. and shot him
through the back. * As soon as the poor
lad was shot he ran to Mr. Morton, fell
down at the door and soon died. .

It was a great shock to Mrs, Morton,
They have. not lighted a light at night
since. They have both suffered very much
from fever, They were here at the meet-
ing (of Synod) and have gone in the *‘Day-
spring ” as far South as Aniwa for a

Of course we can never know -
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changa. 8o you see the romarce is not
quite gone ont of the New Hebrides yet.
WE HAVE TWO YOUNG MEN
staying with us just now. They are Santo
men. The ‘“Dayspring brought them
down from Sydney. One is from the
South East of Santo, and has been away
for nine years. The other one was taken
away from his home when a little boy and
has quite forgotten both his own language
and the place from which he came, They
can both read a little English anl have
some knowledge of the word of God. We
would like that they would stay with us
that we might make teachers of them.
They assist a little now in teaching the
lettors. But we fear they will not re-
main very long but be off in some trading
veasel.

I must now close as I have a great many
letters to answer and the ‘* Dayspring
may return any day for vur mail.

Wishin {ou every blessing, and with
our united kind regards

1 remain,
Yours truly,
A. M. ANNAND.

Crinidad.
LETTER FROM MR. MORTON.

Permission has been kindly
make some extracts from a privato letter
from Mr. Morton. We can only ask
pardon if extracts have been made with
too much freedom. The conviction that
what has been selected will prove of in-
tereat and will help to deepen the interest
of our church in our missionaries and our
missions is our apology.

TuNaPUNA, Oct. 23rd 1888,
My Dear Father :—

Vhen I wrote you in May 1 was sick,
and I huve contiuued unwell ever sinoe.
Not that I was in bed or altogether laid
aside from working, only weak and weary
uearly all the time. We took a change,
cight miles to Arima where a merchant
who geneull{ lives in Port of Spain has a
house (furnished) which he kindly gave us
rent free. That did me good and a few
weeks at the sea side helped still further,
s0 that the Dr. considers me as on the fair
way to regain my strength. I atill have
Asthma at night, but not so bad as form-
erly. I breathe through both lungs which
1 was not dving three montha ago® But I

given to | bhe

have to be very carefal in doinsrmy work.
I dare not preach in the open air as form-
erly. That ‘has to be done for mo by
catechipts, . . »

As t0 coming home last Spring I could
not think of it. Couva was vacant, and I
had work that nothing but the moat urgent
necoasity: would induce me toleave. 1 do
not want to return next Spriug, I would
rather stay onfor two or three years longer.
But of course if my health is not restored
L will come to Nova Bootia in the Spring.

I had a letter from Mr. McRae this
mornir:g and they aré all well. Mr. Grant -
was here.for a night last week. He is
not looking strong but does not complain.

We have had a bad form of Dysentery,
in some cases almost like Cholera. It cut
down meany, some of thom people of pro-
minence, but it seems now to have quite
abated though there are still some new
cases,

We are exceedingly anxious to hear of
a missionary from home for Couva. Un-
less we get one it will derange our plaus
for the future of the mission. Native
ministers should become the pastors of
Native congregations, and these congre-
gations should be taught to aim at self
support. Then in time fewer men from
home might serve. But with Mr. Grant
and I past our vigour it would be a mis-
take to let the home element run down or
replaced by the native. When we get
natives not into otr places, but into their
own appropriate places the future of the
mission will be more solidly secured.
Your affectionate son,
JorN MorToeN.

WITHOUT DISTRACTIONS.

As the soul must be clean from sin, so
it must be clearand free from distractions,
The intent of our devation is to welcome
God to our hearts. Now where shall we
entertain him if the rooms be full, thronged
with cares and turbulent passions ? '%ho
gxirit of God will not endure to be crowd-

up togethcr with the world in our strait
logdings; a holy vacuity must make way for
him in our bosoms. The divine pattern
of devotion, in whom the Godhead dwelt
bodily, retires in the mount to pray; he
thai carried heaven with him would even
thus leave the world below him. Alas!
how can we hope to mount up to heaven
in our thoughts if we have the clogs of
euthn}y cares hanging at our heels ?—Bis-
kop Hall,
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LETTER FROM REV. K. J. GRANT.

" Sax Fernanpo, Oct. 20th, 1888,
Dear Miss Blackaddar :—

We see you are in labors abundant.
Beware ! You need rest before resumning
work here if you would continue at your
post. I know how oasy it is to get com-
mitted to engagements and after making
out a reasonable list say for two or three
weooks, I know how liable additions are to
be made’ to it, and dear friends at home
are always so anxious to get information
about the work, .

Ragbir is preparing to visit St. Lucia
under appointment of the Mission Council.
‘On his retumn it is probable he will decide
between Oropoache and St, Lucia. Oro-
pouche is to be erected into a separate
<charge with the Stations of Russillac and
Fyzabad, and to be placed in charge of a
native pastor. I trust the day is near
when several such congregations will be
formed, It appears imperative that we
have a home man in Couva,

Babu Lal Behari and I have just return-
ed from & very interesting afternoon's
work. The gospel is manifestly gaining
ground on every hand. The attention is
not 80 good as we would desire under the
goe?el message but the people are solemn-
1z

By .hiS' just arrived from Calcutta
nearly 200 who were here before have re-
turned from India.
* * * *
All joln mein kind greetings.
Yours sincerely,
K. J. Grant.

' _LETTER FROM MRS, MORTOX.

e
wtemee TONAPUNA, TRINIDAD, B. W. I.

O.t. 16th, 1888,
My Dear Friends :—

If you have not been hearing from me
80 frequently of late you must excusy me.
Our duties are always laborious, ard Mr.
Morton’shealth has not been good for some
time past. It is quite imposesible to rest
at home, so when the achools closed fur
three weeks toward the end of August we
.ran away for a time to Gasparillo for rest
and sea-baching. W2 remained a month.
Mr. Morton came up twice for the Sabbath
services. Heo svems to be much better
now, but the cough has not yet left him ;
last Sabbath he probably over-worked a
iilide. Ho held « service at eight o'clock

at Caroni, another at St. Joseph at a
quarter past nine, and then his Bible class
aud service at Tunapuna, concluding at a
quarter to one, This would have been

uite enough apeaking for one day, but as
there is no missionary at Couva he was
obliged to travel there in the afternoon to

reach in Enilinh in the evening. We
f:ope sovn to have a new missionary for
Couva. p

I have not very much that isnew to tell
you. Our school work is going on well ;
we have wore children in achool this gear
than ever. Two of vur large boys have
got employment in town, lately, as clerks
n ;l large firm, and seem to be doing very
well,

One day a Brahman came to our door
and entreated us to be present at a dinner
that he was to give on the following even-
ing. We wished to be friendly so promiscd
to go on condition that Mr, Morton should
be allowed to read and apeak to the people.

These dinners ave a part of their re-
ligion, a great deal of money is spent upon
them by poor people who some times go
in debt to obtain it. As much as two bar-
rels of flour are sometimes used for one
dinner, besides quantities of rice and other
things. Hundreds of people are fed, and
the cooking, singing and beating of drums
are kept up the whole night long.

It might occur to you that it must be
difticult for poor people to provide for so

many guests, but the accommodations are -

of the simplest. They sit <n the ground
in the open air and eat with their tingers
from squares of plantain leaf instead of
plates. :

1t waa a lovely moonlight night that we
went to the Brahman's feast. It was unly
seven o'clock but the large dew-drops were
already sparkling on the grassy path that
leads from our house to his. We found a
great crowd gathered, Large pots were
sot ready for cooking and a number of
peuple were praparing the food. Some
were singing to the accompaniment of
drums, others smoking and talking. The
Brahman himself was doing all tge waor-
shiping. He and his little son were sitting
on a mat in the midst of the crowd; before
them was a bamboo frame grettily draped
with pure white garlauds of jasmine flow-
ers ; we wondered where they could have
gathered 8o many. Inside the frame was
a little image of his god. Small lamps
burued around it; two or three men strung
more flowers, or handed the articles neces-
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sary for the worship which consisted only
in certain little motions and acts being
done according to rule, and certain Sans-
krit words or sentences repvated at the
proper times. If anything is omitted or
not said or done at the exact time, or if a
flower is put on the right hand when it
should have been on the left the worship
is said to be of no use. Sometimes tho
Brahman scattered a little rice, again he
dipped a flower in cocoa nut oil and laid
it down with great precision. Whata
substitute for the prayer and adoration
with which the Christian religion teaches
men to approach their God.

Seeing that there would be no oppor-
tunity for Mr. Morton to read or address
the people we did not remain long; no one
seemed to notice our presence beyond the
usualsalasin from those who ized us.
Wae aat under the projecting roof of a little
cottage to avoid the fal'ing dew, and then
ulm uietly away. n after the
B an's little son wassent to our achool,
and he is still 'attending regularly.

The Hindu bouks aay that there are
three hundred and thirty three millions of
gods and goddesses, or, perhaps it might
give you a more currect idea to tell you
that their many gods and goddesses are
believed to have at different times mani-
fested themselves in that number of dif-
ferent forms. The religious Hindu chooses
for himself the particular gods to whom he
will pay most respect and devotion ; the
same god in different forms is supposed to

different kinds and degrees of
power, and this leads to endless disputes
among the different sects who exalt their
own favored deity at the expense of the
rest. Truly yours,
Saran E. Morrox.

EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FRUM
SOME OF THE NATIVES IN
TRINIDAD.

Miss Blackaddar has kindly permitted
the fullowing extracts of lettters from
some of the natives in Trinidad. One is
from Annie Mewa, a lame orphan girl
whom Miss Blackadder kept with her for
some years, the other fruia Julamsingh a
- teacher in Miss Blackaddar's achool in
Tacarigua.

PROM ANNIE NEWA.
Princesroww, Sep. 14, 1888,
My Dcar Miss Blackadder :—

1 hupe you are enjoying good health at

home. I am longing to see you once
more. I hear you weigh one hundred
pounds. I hope you will weigh more
when you return.

1 am so0 sorry that people are dying in
such numbers, every day there is a
funeral, it is fearful.

I have a class in Sunday school of seven
firlo, all can read their. Bibles well. They

earn well, and I am glad I can help
others when so much has been done for
me,

I spend every Sunday with Mrs, Mec-
Rae, they thi;{ if T had a cripples chair I
could get about, without always asking
geo le to lend a horse, 8 mule, or a

onkey.

Ploase bring me some apples,

You will be sorry to hear that Mr.
Freeman is dead, he fell from a mule.
Come home soon or all your old friends
will be dead. We join in luve to you,
baby sends you many kisses.

Yours with love,
Ay MEwa.
FROM JULAMSINGH.
TrINIDAD, TACARIGNA, Sep. 25, 1888,
Dear Miss Blackaddar :—

I received your letter on the 10th Sep-
temnber, 1888. 1 and family are all well
at present, praise the Lord. Madam told
us about Miss Agnes and Mr. Aithur, she
told us that Miss Agnes was sick for a
“.'e;k with fever, but Mr, Arthur was all
right.

* * * * *

Now I want to tell you a little about
our school, our school has been largened
and the playground is much better than
before. It issurrounded with crotc nsand
and it does lovk 8o luvely now, that if you
see it now you wont believe it is the same
school what was before. I am still teach-
ing on and Miss Faiff is getting on pretty
well, Our average has not been the rame
as yours for the children are all away,
some in the woods, some in the field, sonie
have been taken away as monitors, some
have removed here and there.

Inow conclude my letter with saying
salaam to you and your friends.

I remain yours truly,
JULUNSINGH.

)
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REPORT OF OUR MISSION IN §T.
LUCIA.

[For the Maritime :—
TuNAPUKA, TRINIDAD.

I forward herewith part of a letter re-
ceived from Mr. Croﬂper in reference to
Mission work in St, Lucia. I omit merely
the part taken up-with details of the ac-
counts for the first half of the year which
will be laid before the Mission Council.
'The question of a missionary for St. Lucia
miue& in the last sentence is as difficult as
it is important. Out of 2300 East Indians
in St. Lucia 327 have just returned to
India. The localities where thé East
Indians reside aie isolated, and the rovads
laborious. These are some of the difficul-
ties. On the other hand thc people dfe ac-
cessible, and it is a pity that any of them
should return to India untaught and un-
christianized. Thé matter'is much in our
thoughts and desires, and prayer opens

JonxN Mon:rox. )
871. Lucia, Oct. 12th, 1888,
TO THE MISSION COUNCIL IN TRINIDAD.

The year opened with the three schools,
Crown-Lands, Mabouya and Roseau in full
operation. In April, Sadaphal who was
in charge of the Mabouya school was
brought to Castries to visit an unfortunate
countryman from Crown-Lands who had
cruelly murdered his reputed wife, and
awaited his trial for the offence. He was
seatenced to death and was executed.

Though at first indifferent to the plead-
ing and prayers of our Catechist this .man
gradually came to listen to his teaching,
aud ultimately, renouncing his false deities
and the sinful presumptisn that he was
justified in taking the life of the wife
whom he charged with uufaithfuluess, he
confesssd the Saviour and sought from
Him mercy and the cleansing of the awful
atain he had brought upon his soul, Let
us hope that this was not the confession of
the lips only, but the expression of the
sorrowful repentsuce of the heart, which,
we know, will uot, even if made at the
last moment, be despised.

A creole teacher was temporarily placed | amall.

at Mabouya, and Sadaphal paid a viait to
the eatates in the o'ker parts of the island
on which Coolies aru settled. - It was de-
termined that Sadaphal should be set free

from the charge of a achool and should de-
vote his whole time to the Catechist work,
and the Creole master was retained at
Mabouya until you could engage and send
up another Indian from Trinidad. But
this teacher was not sucoessful with the
young Indians. They all left the school,
and I was obliged to cluse it, though there
wove many Creole children in attendance.
It remained closed till near the end of
May when a teacher having been sent up
from Trinidad, Allahdua was placed in
chqrge. Owing to painful news received,
Allahdua obtained leave to visit his family
in Trinidad and the school was again closed
after being opened for one week only. -
Another teacher having resigned Allahdua
‘was, on his return, sent back to Roseau.
But I am glad to add that I have obtained
a teacher from St. Vincent who arrived
yesterday, and I hope to have the Mabou-
¥2 school again opened on Monda) next
the 23rd July. .

John Paul, a Creole, was in charge of
the Crown-Lands school when the year
opened, but was transfered to Roeeau in
May, when a young Indian teacher was
sent up from Trinidad, whom, for many
reasons, it was deemed best to place at
Crown-Lands under the care of Sadaphal.
Shortly after his change, Paul resigned
and I had to seek the teacher whom I
have just told you has arrived from St.
Vincent.

The difficulties our teachers have to con-
tend with are many, and I am pleased to
record here my satisfaction with their con-
dact, and the efforts they are inaking for
the good of their fellows. I think 1 can
Tairly say that progress has been made
in the Crown-Lands and Roeeau achools,
and I trust they will occupy as good, if not
» better jlace, among the other schuols of
the Coulony at the next examination which
is to be held next menth, as was occupied
by Crown-Lands last year.

The Christian work among the adults
also pngreue:. Five copies of the Bible
in Hiodustani- have recently been pur-
chased, a copy of the New Testament, and
a copy of the 11 vol. of the Old Testament
besides many tracts aund story books.
Sales would bs very much larger, but the
number of adults who can read is very
I earneatly hope the time is not
far distant when we shall have a mission-

ary resident umongus. . )
‘ours sinoerely,

J. B. Crorrex.
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LETTER FROM PEECIA.
[Forwarded for the Marity e :—
Wo have received for publication the
following interesting letter written l:‘y
Miss Montgomery a native of P. E. Island,
and now a missionary in Persia.

Haxapay, April 14th 1888,

Dr. John Gillespie :—
Rrv. AND DEAR SR,

Unlike last year the first Spring month
brought real Spring weather to Hamadan,
s0 warm with no snow and very little rain,
but with April has come genial showers
giving promise of plenty in the land this

ear.

¥ The month has fuund all the workers in
their respective places, and all depart-
ments of the work seem tobe openingand
widening, and daily increasing in interest.
Our work among the Armenians is steady
quict work, instructing the children, striv-
ing to train them to be good noble Chris-
tians, teaching those who have professed
Protestantisin the way of God more per-
fectly ; but the present time seems to offer
remarkable opportunities for work among
Mussulmans.  You have heard in former
letters how they were attending the Sab-
bath services, and this continued till the
last Sabbath of March. On that day we
were surprised to find the lower part of
church packed with men and boys as close-
ly as they could stand, and the gallery was
as full of women. Mr. Hawkes spoke
from the text, ** Lie not one to another”
an admonition ially suitable for a
oon; ersians, for because of
lying
any left truthful enough to lay it to heart.

Aftor the service & young man cameand
spoke to Mr. Hawkes brin_fing his brother
whom he introduced as A TeRR1sLE Liax.

} verily believe theboy might bave re-
turned the compliment without adding the
least to his former reputation. They do
not appear to be able to understand a
person always speaking the truth, and
those who become acquainted with us
seem to think it the most wonderful thing
they can say of us, that we will not lie
even in fun.

The following Friday we had just such
a crowd at our praysr meeting. Such a
liﬁht as it was! Our double room wes
filled with women as closely as they could
sit on the floor, with dirty half clothed
children wedged in between. None of

ion of

is land would mourn if there were

them know how to listen, not even how to
keep still, and each ono is ready to resent
even with blows the least intrusion by a
neighbour on the space she occupies. You
may be sure it is no easy matter to keep
such an audience quiet enough to conduct
the meeting. rs, Hawkes talked to
them in Persian, and during that time
they kept comparatively quiet, but they
could not understand that it was necessary
for them to refrain from talking when
prayer was being offered.

Of course tve know that they must learn
as children from the very first, and dorot
nind the truuble, but it makes us sad that
our Christian wimen do not exhibit the
spirit we would like to seeshown by them.

eir quiet orderly prayer wmeeting isdis-
turbed, no doubt, and they do not seem to
have self denial enuwugh, orlove gnough
for.the souls of their less favoured. sisters
to put up with tHis much inconvenience
for their good. A's they atill continue to
come, we have considered holding & separ-
ate meeting for Moslem women. but there
would be more likelihood of trouble arising
if there were a religious meeting held apec-
ially for them, than if they are justallowed
to come in to our regular service.

Strange it will be if things are allowed
to go on so quietly with us if so many of
these people are allowed to attend the
services without some effort being made to
prevent them from coming within reach of
the good news. All we can do is to work

dilig:ngi while the day lasts.

The Muusulman feast begins the 21st of
March, and the two following weeks are
observed as holidays by all The
members of the Station have been making
social visits and have:been able to make
more than in formeryears. My sisturand
1 ‘have made in the last four weeks fifty-
five visits in families representing all
classes’ from the highest 1 chorch and
state to the home of the beggar who
gathers alms by the roadside, aud by all
we have been gladly received. How wo
would rejoice could we but feel that it is
for the sske of the message we bring that
we are welcomed, but we muat be content
to work tloyl{ here and by gathering out
the stones of prejudice make ready a
people prepared to receive the trath.

e sevond Sabbath of April was onr
communin. The daily scrvices durin
the week were wellattended, and Sab
morning the church was more than ever

' filled to overfluwing. In the afternoon, -
L] : .
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two children were baptized, and four new

. members admitted to the church on pro-
fession of their faith. Among those was
one of our larger schoul girls. Rasha
Shimon wes also tly encouraged by
having his room filled with Jews at the
Satul service the week before their
Passuver, The friendly advanc-~ made by
the household ~of Moollah Rabbi—the
highest dignitary among the Jews—sur-
prised us much. All the members of the
Station were invited to csll on him, aud
this seemed to astonish the whole comunu-
aity.

‘Ihis week Mirza Salld, Mr, Terril, and
a colporteur bave left for a tour to Dalata-
bad and the villages South of Hamadau

-expecting 4o be sbsentsix wevks. Baron
Abraham of whom you have heard from
us, and whe juined the church here a year

- is in Dolatsbad im business with his
-elder brother., This brother has beemgiv-
ing him wmch trouble an account of hisve-
ligion, Awsong other ¢things he took his
Bible and Testament from him threatening
to burn them, and there being no Chris-
tian society there these were his only com-
fort. He was forced to go to & Jew and
borrow a Bible which he kept hidden to
read in secret. So lemg as he remained an
Infidel his friends im the Old Arwmenian
church found no fault with him, but as
soon as he became atrue followerof Christ

. and endeavours to livess such their-eamity
is manifeated. We ‘think it.anay be that

- . God is permitting his way ta be.so

with thorna in order that hé' ma; le?vggt:g
by
business in which he is and take ap wore
direct work for the Maater for which he it
well fitted.

The teacher who went to Semnah did
@ot send very cheering veports of his re-
eaption there by the Jewsa. However it
was decided that ho remain. He had re-
ovived the prowise of sume scholars after

_ the feast s0 we hope that the work may be
well started by the time Mr and
Hawkes reach there, as they intend luav-
inm their tour next week. :

 work in the Faith.Hubbard School
has been going on as usual. Qur Armeni-

‘an was unable to work for a while,
and among our girls aleo we have had some
sickneas, all of which adds « little to our
work as well as makes trouble for Dr.
Alexander. We have received one more
boarder this month, making thirty now
uander our care. R

Before my sister dismissed her classes of

‘buildings, with ‘inad fleor.

Mussulman boys for their vacation, she
had some closing exercizes for them, ex-
amining them in what they had learned
and distributing prizes. Some friends
were present, and expressed themselves
leased and very grateful for what had
n done for the boys. One of these
Mussulwan _pupils is tranalating a little
book into Persian *‘ The ‘Bible in Two'
Words, Jesus Christ” which she inteuds to
bave printed. For these who have a_will
to work thore is plenty to do here. May
we all be faithful in making the best use
of every opportunity afforded us of sowiny
she seed t};‘:t may at last yield a rich,
harvest to the glory and praise of God.
On behalf of the Station,
very respectfully youra

CrarrorrE G. MoxTGoMERY.

MISSION SCHOOLS IN MADAGAS-
CAR.

The Chronicle of the London Missionary
Society has an interesting article on the
elementary achools as organized and

"carried on by the agents of that society. in

Madas . The growth of these schouls
has n extraordibary. Twenty-five
years ago they numbered seven, with 36%
scholars ; in 1886 they numbered 1,005,
with 102,747 scholars. Some of these
achools, however, are under the care of the
Friends' Fureign Mission, which co-oper-
ates heartily with the London Society.
The several provinces are divided into dis-
trictd, and each district:-has.a - meeting
house, used both as a church and school-
house. Most of them are built of adobe,
with thatched r0of, and are very plain
i The achoal
outfit consists of a few lesson sheets and
text books for the teacher’s use. The
pupils, however, provide themselves with
a primer, a copy of the New Testmnent,
‘t;ll:g pative Obﬁn'm newspaper, a cate-
ism. grammar, and geography. There
are six standards according to which these
achools are veguhr% examined by their
superintendents.  The .teachers are’sup-
ported in part by thenatives. The object
of these achouls is to teach the children to--
rend the Bible and  in .this ‘they succeed,
and 85 these schools become the chief aua- -
iliary to to the direct preaching of the
Guapel. The coming generation of the -
will have.as a foundstion not
only an ability. to read the.Scriptures, but
also a fair knowledge of Gospel truth,
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THE RELIGIOUS STATE OF FRANCE
AND THE MoALL MISSION,

BY REV, R. M, SAILLENS, PARIS, FRANCE.

1. The position oocupied by France
during the last three centuries in the re-
ligious world is ono of lg:culinr interesat.
France wis before the Reformation, the
stronghold of the Papacy. *‘the eldest
daughter of the Church.” It washere that
the movement of the Crusades orginated ;
here. also, that the monkish orders, for
the most part, were created and had their
rreater success. From this fair land the

oly See drew the larger part of its
revenue- It is no wonder, therefore, that
when the ** heresy " broke out, the Church
put forth her most strenuous eftorts to re-
tain France in her obedisnce. She spared
uothing in the endeavor, aud she succeed-
ed, by the acutensss and cruelty of a

pe’s niece, Catherine de Medicis, and of

ier wretched sons. But she succeeded

only in a measure. Prot:stantisin was
vanquished, but not destroyed, as it was
in Spain, Ttaly and Flanders. 1t remain-
ed as a thorn in the flesh of kings and
popes ; it remained as a leaven, which
silently but surely worked the whole
nation into a new #pirit ; it remained as a
check upon the clergy, which was never
abl.. 1o recover its former power in this
country, and has ever beun obliged to
watcu over its uwn members, the ignor-
ance and immorality of whom were pro-
verhial before the Reformation.

The action of Protestantism has been

“more direct still. In the bosom of the
Roman Catholic Church movements have
been produced which owed their origin to
the influence of the gouspel. Such men as
Pascal, Arnaud an I‘P:nelon could not
have arisen in a land wholly given up to
popish rule. Unconsciously o themselves
the Jansenista were the timid, but true,
successors of the Reformers. Pascal wrote
his Pensees and his Provinciales by the
light which the Huguenot martyrs had
kindled.

Another result of the French Reforma-
tion was the Revolution of 1789. That
i’reat. event might be defined : the fruit of

rotestant seed fallen in Papist soil. There
was in it a strange association of the
spirit of liberty with the spirit of fanaticism
as if Loyols and Voltaire had combined in

the oifurt. Jacubiniam is the name which |.

history has given to that monstrous com-
bination. But all that was good iu the

glorious and dramatic movement can be
traced back to the gospel influence. The
father of the Revolution, Jean Jaoques
Rousseau, whose writings did more than
any others to prepare and iuspire it, was
a Protestant. he man who began to
sound the alarin, and was the first to set
his timid hand against the oid difice,
Necker, was also a Protestant, Alas!
that Protestantism should have been so
weakly reprcsented ! Who knows what
the Revolution would have brought forth
if the Protestant churches had then becn
faithful and courageous, and, claiming for
themselves the honor of having originated
the movement, had claimed also the privi-
lege of leading it onward !

In apother respect, also, France stands
apart from other Latin nations. She. has
been closely allied with the Protestant
world by her theology and by the ties of
blood. Scotland, Switzerland and America
are in a lft“t measure the daughters of
Calvin. Huguenots and Puritans are al-
most aynonymous terms, No nation, ex-
cept the Jewish peoi)le. has sent out so
many of her sons to all parts of the earth
to become a blessing wherever they have
been. France has, by the Revocation of
the Edict of Nantes, impoverished herself
for many long ages ; but her poverty has
made the riches of the viorld. .

For all these reasons this country de-
serves love and compassion.  She is not
Protestant, and yet Protestants must feel
that she is suimewhat their mother. She
is not Romish, for her Romish neighbors
dread her liberal and revolutionary spirit.
To sum up in a few wards : France has,
three centuries ago, rejectad evaugelical
Christianity, but she has retained a taste
of it, which makes her uneasy and restless
forever. Yes, this is the cause of her
cunstant agitation, so singular in a race
which is remarkable for its natural patience
and foudness of routine. She seen
the light, and unconsciously gropes in the
dark, longing to see it again.

II. There have always been some at-
tempts made by the French churches to
evangelize their own people, especiall
during the last sixty years. A blessed re-
vival of religion. which took place toward
the year 1830, resulted in the formation of
several native societies and agencies for
g;nenl evangelization. The English

vthodists, at the same epoch, sent over
to Frauce sole devoted men, among whom
was Mr, Cook, whose name bocame a by-
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word in the south of France, The Bap-
tists of America also were drawn toward
France. They sent a missionary, Mr.
Willard, who formed half a dozon native
evangelists, each of whom has heen work-
ing with some success. The Baptist
churches which were thus created are now
about twelve in number, with a ‘member-
ship of eight or nine hundred, all made up
of former ‘Roman Catholics. They still
retain their connection with the American
Baptist Missionary Union,

But the success of those societies and
ugencies was greatly hampered by Llhe
want of liberty, or even toleration. The
Mothodist evangelists in the svuth of
Fraunce, and the Baptists of the north,
were constantly prosccuted and, fined fur
holding meetings, for distributing books,

-etc., etc. Some af the noble pioneers of

those times were sént to prison more than
once. Their converts shared in the re-
proach and persecution which they en-
dured. They did not hold large and public
meetings, but were bound by the law to
meet only in private houses, and with no
more than twenty people. Their reparcs,
if they wrote any, could only speak of
weary tramping from village to village,
from farm o farm ; of a soul being con-
verted here and there., Honor to these,
our worthy predecessors ! Much of the
fruit which we gather to-day is due to their
patient, ignoreg,‘ silent sowing, in suffering
and in tears.

But 1870 brought wa, after the dark
hours of defeat and shawe, the glorious
sunriso of liberty. In a marvelius and
unexpected way the Lord seat us the kelp
which we needed to make good thatgolden
opportunity. No one should have thought
that an Eaglish pestor, who had paesed
middle life, aud who spoke French but
imperfectly, would become the most ave-
cessful evangelist of France in these times.
And yet, no doubt, Mr. R, W. McAlltad
been prepared by God Himself, aud his
whole previcus course as an architect, and
then as a minister, was only Sod's train-
ing. for this, his special life’s work.

When, on Sunday, . January 17, 1872,
Mr. McAll opened a little shup in one of
the streets-of Belleville, for the preaching
of the Kel—in anawer to the urgent ap-
peal which had come to him from an
ongrier; he dould not possibly forsee what
a large tree would grow from this little
root. But he came in & mcet p-upitious
time, when the ground, recently . arrowed

by the terrible plow of foreign and civil
war, was ready for the seed of peace and
hope ; he came, not with a new phnacea,
not with some grand scheme of sociul re-

eneration, but with the old remedy which
gad never been applied, with the old
gospel, 80 new to those poor people! His
aim was not great in men's opinicn : he
came not to save a nation, but to save .
souls,

Three principles, at the outset, were
adopted by him, and have never ceased to
be at the basis of this wnission. Their
combination is, we beliove, the cause of its
success.

The first one ia: Nothirg but Chrisl.
Christ and Him crucified is tﬁe only at-
traction, the only theme, the ounly aim.
No paid choir, no high-flown rhetorie, no
scientific or literary enteitainments, are
used to draw the people together. *‘Cun-
ferences sur I'Evangile” are the woirde
painted in large letters on the outside of
the halls. It would have been easy to-
mather very large dudiences by other-
means, but it would have been impossible:
to retain them. The Church cainot com-
pete with the world on the world’s owny
ground ; David is very clumsy (and what a
blessing he should be so !) in Saul's armor.
There are in Paris plenty of concert halls.
Ours ave gospel halls; they are never
opened for another purpuse than to make
known, by word or by song, the love of
God through Jesus Christ, .

The second principle on which this ¥i--
sion is built is Catholicity. On its plat-
forms ministers and members of all d¢ -
nominations are equally at home. Each
church has a right to claim the Mission as
her own. 'We recognize the right and
proclaim the duty of every Christiau te
preach the gospel, and we cffer him an
opportunity todo it, ‘I'he Mission chocses
its_agents without any regard to their
ecclesiastical tenets, but solely on account
of their evangelistic powers,

This principle has secured for ue the
hearty co-operation of every true minister
and every true church of Christ in France.
The Reformed, the Free Church, the
Methedists, and the Baptists, have vied
with each other in offering their help, in
wishing us success. And it has secured
also the sympathy of the Christian world
at large. It has not been ane of the least
results of this Miasion, that it has brought
together Christian men and women whom
ecclesiastical prejudice kept hitherto sep-
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arate. We have seen, more than once, on | ber of people who are under gospel influ-

tho platform of one of our humble halls,
clergymen of the Church of England —yea,
evon deans and bishops—side by side with
Quakers and dissenters. ) '

The last fundamental principle of this
Mission is what I will term, for want of a
better word, its lay character. Miuistors
are laymen, and laymen are ministers,
when they speak in the McAll Mission.
Both are witnesses of the same blessed
fact. The ¥eople would not accept any
other kind of preaching : they will leave
the room if they are not interested,
though a doctor of divinity may be speak-
ing, and will applaud a workingman who
takes their hearts by his wordas,

I firmly believe that the success of the
McAll Mission is due, under God, to the
adoption and carrying out of the three

gri:&:iples which we have thus briefly de-:
- fined.

111. The word sucerss has again come
under iny pen. ] hasten to explain what
it means.

In & country like this, success means
small things in appearance.  Everything
has to be done, and as the most important
part of the edifice is the foundation, which
18 never seen, 8o the most important part
of our work lies in the preparation of the
conscience and the heart—the first having
slept so long that it is dead.

Peter's success was t when, in a
single day, he led 3,000 to Christ from
among the worshipers of Jerusalem. But
Paul's success was as t, and the im-
portance of his work for the world at large
was perhaps greater, when for two long
years he spoke in ‘‘the school of one
Tyrannus,” in the heathen city of Ephe-
sus—and yet, in all probability, thase two
years’ effurts brought to Christ a compara-
tively small number of converts.

The McAll Mission numbers at present
25 stations, or mission in Paris; 11
in the immediate suburbs and 79 in the

rovinces, making a total number of 115.

ome of these are opened every night, but
the greater number are used only on Sun-
day, and two or three times during the
week. Adults’ and children's meetings,
Bible classes and mothers’ meetings, dis-
pensaries, young men's associativns, all
these and other 'methods of work are
carried on.

The « sttendanoe during last
, year, in the 17,000 meetings which have
been held, hasbeen 1,114, The num-

ence through these mission halls, who at-
teud more or less regularly and may be said
to be favorably disposed—people who
formerly wore freethinkers and indifferent
to their religious interests—ocan be safely
estimated at 50,000.

But these figures only represent the
superficial results of the work. Among:
thuse thousands, many hundreds have
truly accepted Christ as their Redeemer.
In every oile of those 1156 mission halls,
the visitor will see, generally sitting on
the front rowa of chairs, pevple remark-
able by their cheerful countenance, the
tidiness of their.dress, though they be
poor, and the trus home feeling which they
evidently have. Who are thete ? The

-scoffers, the careless, the evil-doers of

yesterday. And these are not-the only
ones. In the splendid halls above, many
are singing the praises of the Lamb, who
leamezf,‘ sitting unoe on these same chairs,
to love the music of His name. If space

| allowed, we could tell many a touching

story. We could s of hives renewed,
homes made happy, deaths that have been
made victorious,

. Yes, the work has been encouraging,
and continues to be so. But we have now
como to & point where, in order to secure
the results which have been acquired, and
to make this mission a greater power for
good, & new and important step must be
taken.

The converts must be cared for. Gospel
wmeetings, Bible-classes, and societes frater-
nelles do not any more suffice them. The
Lord has instituted ordinances, by which
the members of His body are to be visibly
united to Him and -to .each other; no
human institution can fake the place of
the Church. Experience has shown that
the converts (as a rule) will not join the
exiating - Prutestant churches. Many. of
themn shun the very name of Protestant,
which the past wars of religion have made
very, unpopular in some parts of the
country. The mode cf worship adapted
in most of the old churches is cold and
svlemn ; it contrasts with.the simplicity
and homeliness of the McAll meetings.
This seems to be a case in which, accord-
ing to our Lord’s tcaching, new wine can-
not be put into old bottles,

. And yet the ?onvotr:.‘ are there, r:l:;in-
ing in & state of spiri infancy, i
scarcely any inﬂ:snce o the masses whic
if they. were formed into a body, they
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might draw to themselves wore easily thin |

we can. Our own conscience presses us
on the matter.. Many generals have.lost
their conquests by advancing in the
enemy's country without securing the
land behind them by strong garrisons.
We are anxious, in order to go forward, to
establish a solid basis of operation. But
how shall it be done without touching the
grinciple of ecclesiastical neutrality, which

as, hitherto, been one of the causes of

" success ! After much prayer and consid-

eration, the following order has been
adopted, and has begun to be put in op-
eration : .

A Christian chureh will be. organized in
every station where there ia a suflicient
nwinber of converts. The hall, howaver,
will not cease to be opened to the general
public, and no change will be made in its

"aspect which would give it an ecclesiastical

apﬁannce. . . .
ch church will.be. placed under the
care of a minister of one denomination or

other. That minister. may- be, .at the.
_same time, the pastor of oue of the older

churches ; in that case the mission church

~will be an annex of his own. But it will
_not always be 20, and the directors of the

mission may themselves appoint, in agree-

" ment with the denominational bodivs, a-

minister whose time and strength will

wholly belung to .the.mission, cither as

gvnk:geli-t or as pastor of the newly formed
ock. '

It is expected that every denomination,
either by their individual members or by
their missionary associations, will help to
support these small churches until they
are able to support themaelves so that the
McAll Mission, as such, will continue to
give.its whole energies, and’ to spend its
whole resources, in carrying the goapel to
places which, suyet, bave been untouched.

The scheme has been submitted to our
friends and has met with their approbation.
One or two of cur halls in Pariy Ekave al-
ready been appropriated to differcent de-
nominations : oue of the 1"3"‘,' .aud most
supcesaful, Salle Baltimope, on 'Bouleyard

"Bonne Nouyelle, is-on’ tlie point of be-

.coming the center of & Reformed congre-
gation, with a young pastor attached to it
has already been. wourking several
Sears with us as ua-cv;t'nﬁl'im. - One f
the Free-Churches, with .

A. Fisch, at her head, has voted. to give

. up.hoi.present locality and b adopt ss b
up har presen locality. w;’!*l““

their- temporal, affairs,
r paator, Rev,

the rent and expenses with us. Our
Methodist brethren also desire to enter in-
to the scheme, and in their last visit to
this couniry the Rev. A. J. Gordon, D.
D., and A. M. Murdock, D. D., President
and Secretary of the Baptist Missionary
Union, have cordially aocepted an ar-
rangement by which one of the McAll
missionaries will become the pastor of a
Bagtist church to be formed in one of the
halls of the Mission,

This plan hias seemed to us the only one
by. which we could meet the requirements
of our converts without founding a new
sect. These churches will be nurseries,
Elementary teaching, such as they covid
not get elsewhere, will be given them.
Theiy organization will be very simple.
But as they will grow in numbers-and de-
velop in knowledge, it is expected that
they will unite more and more closel
with the several denominations _witﬁ

.which they wiil be connected, while re-

taining a filial regard for the mission from

‘which they will have sprung. A brother-

ly feeling will also bind them together ;
having the same origin, the minor points

-on which they will differ will not suffice to

create antagonism between them. This
will be a new fact in the history of
Missions, -

‘And something more may be expested.
These churches, formed of converts from
Rowanism, will draw to them their former
coreligivnists. Evangelists will rise from
among them—men better ac(Lu:inbed than
we Protestants are, with the language that
the peuple want to hear. And these mis-
sionary churches, infusing as it were new
blood in:the veins of the old French Pro-
testantisiy, may, by the blessing of God,
become in the eomin% storms the refuge
of every true heart, the hope and the aal-
vation of France.

© A WORKING-MANXN'S T:iN BOX.

One of the most touching incidents in my
ministry occurred the other day.

I was visiting & poor man who was also
sick. Hehas a wife and several children:
and owing to the state of his health his
‘wages, during the last year or two, have
been most irregular, After speaking of
; s, promising to do
somethiing for them, I led the conversation
into more spiritusl matters, a request made
by-tlis man for baptism enabling me quiet
naturally to do so. Jt elicited & most

AN
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The man told me how, more than a year
ago, he felt a strong desire, which became
a kind of inward demand upon him, todo
something for Christ. He set himself to
try and find out what he was to do. He
read the New Teatament twice over,: but
could not feel a distinct call to any spocial
duty, Then he read the Old Testament
three times, with the light, as he himself
expressed it, cast on it by Jesus Chriat;
and the third time he was arrested at Ma-
Jachi jii. 8. ** Will a man rob God¢ Yet

e have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein
iave we robbed thee? In tithes and offer-
fugs " He was specially arrested by the
promise in the tenth verse, and the con-
ditions sttached to it : ** Bring ye all the
tithes into the storehouse . ... and

rove me now herewith, saith the Lord of
osts, if I will not open you the windows
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing.”

Here he felt was the call of duty clear
at last, Poor man though he was, he had
kept back what was due to God, and there-

“fore he could not claim the blessing. It
sent him, he said, back tvo Jacub’s dream,
in which Jacob purposes to givea tenth to
God, if Jehovah will give him fool to eat
and raiment to put on, and will bring him
again to his father’s house in peace. And
he reasoned--not bad reasoning either—
““if God accepted what Jacob proposed to
give—for the tenth was his own pruposal
—he will accept what I, a poor man, may
be able to lay by from week to week,”
He bought a little ‘* tin box,” and week
by week he put into it what he could,
sumetimes more, someti.aes less,but al-
ways something; and he testifies that any
Saturday evening it was omitted, he was
sure the week following to be ,, pulled up ™
by his conscience, and to get no rest till
he had given the Lurd his portion. He
had much illncss during the year, and was
often off work, and receiving no regular
pay; but even *‘ out of his poverty” he
found some ** mite " for the Lord’s box.

With tears in his eyes he tovk out the
box—which, of course, had never been
opened—and bhegged e to take it, and
apply its contents to Christ's cause inany
way I chose. when I got home and broke
open the little tin box, I found—in all
kinds of coins from half-pence up to shil-
lings-—fourteen shillings and ninepence
halfpenny!

That was what a poor man had been able
to give out of his poverty to the Lord! 1
should mention that he asked me to make

any use I liked of the incident, provided I
would never mention his name; for he said
very truly, ** It would take the bloom of
the whole thing.’, He felt it to be his
duty to tell me, for he wished me to apply
his ** givings "’ to some purpose; and he
thought that perhaps the story of what he
had been able to do might lead other work-
ingmen to ** go and do likewise.” He
spoke most earnestly about this. Hesaid
truly that if every working man were to.
set asido a portion of his wages in that way
—and, of course, those wio receive regular
wages could do it much more easily thau
he—the cause of Christ would never be
in want, and the aspread of the Gospel
would go on apace. He also said he felt
it was the most practical way in which a
working-man, ot any man, could test his
love to Christ, and that his love had al-
ways made the sacrifice of a portion of his.
earnings a delight.

This appeal from a working man
may well come home to all of us. When
we ses what a poor wman can do for Christ
out of his poverty, we well may take
shame. to ourselves when we think how
small have been our sacrifices for the
Master. I trust that many who may read
this incident will feel their hearts touched
by what he himself desired me to call
*“the story of a workingman's tin box."
— Free Chatrch Monthly.

KIND WORDS ALWAYS BEST.

Fannie lived in a large city, and while-
she had been taught to be kind to poor,
unfortunate people, she was unlike sume
little girls, fur she remembered what she
had been taught. One day she saw on the
street & puorly dressed Irish girl, with a.
homely fare, looking anxiously at the
houses. Every person to whom she spoke
eithor shook their heads, or did not.
trouble themselves to dothat. When she
reached Fannie, she asked, politely, ¢‘Can
you tell me where number 874 is, wnisa?”

*“Let me see,” said Fannie brightly.
““ This is number ten. It is a long way to -
874, and you have to turn twice; but I am
going nearly there, and will show you.”

Fannie thinks she never will forget the
happy look which.made the.face of her
companivn- almost pretty, when. she said,
‘¢ Indeed, I do thank ye, miss, an’ I wish
that every folks carried as pleasant- a.
tongue in their heads.”
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GAMBLING.

BY REV. EDWARD M. DEEMS, WESTMINSTER
PRESRYTERIAN CHURCH, NEW YORK.

Abhor that which is evil-—Rom. xii, 9.

One glory of the Gospel is that it gives
men principles of life rather than rules;
and a man with one tcue principle con-
cerning anything has an incalculable ad-
vantage over a man with a thousand specific
rules concerning that same thing. The
text is a case in point. It gives us the
priaciple of abhorrence of everything that
is evil, rather than a catalogue of evils to
be hated. And so.it touches the matter of
gambling, calling upon men to abhor it.

Now gambling in our land and day isan
evil, gigantic, horrid, wide-spread. If
that which injures one’s self, and injures
one's fellow-men, and is contrary to na-
ture and_the laws of God, is evil, then
gambling issuch. 1n proof of this cun-
sider: :

1. The definition of the practice.
¢ Serictly sperking, gambling may be un-
derstood as gambling in its worst sense,
and as implying prufessional play fora
money stake, by men. who are unscrupu-
lous adepts at so called games of chance.”
Thus the dictionary. But in its wider
meaning it includes all thuse methods of
trying to obtain money which depend not
on labor, nor on giving approximate value
for approximate value, nor on gift, but on
an event unknown to one or both parties,
the event depending on chance, as vn a
throw of dice. Thus defined, gamb. ng in-
cludes buying prize packages of goods,
raffling, grab-bags, lotteries, betting on
horse races, etc., and speculating onany
kind of stock **on a margin.” -

We instantly recognize a practice of
youth and age, of man and wonman, of low
groggery loafers and the would be aristo-
cracy of society. The evil of the thing is
seen in its counsenance. And the worst
of it is that it is copfined to no une section
of the globe, bit is blighting bodies and
souls’in every land. It has been carefully
estimated that the gambling exchange
throughout Christendoin amounts to about
$123,100,000,000 worth of :pecie in one
year. . .

2. Besides showing on its face that it is
evil we urge that it is such because it is
contrary to the course of nature. The
natural coursé of things is for & wan to pay
his reighboug money or work for what he

gets from him;but the gamnbler gets some-
thing for nothing. Gifts and bequests are
not the same, for they are exceptional and
pass from one person to another volun-
tarily and gladly.

8. Still further, this practice is evil be-
cause it injures the gambler himself,
whether he wins or loses. He injures him-
self if he loscs bucause he is less influential
for guod in the community, though the
loss of his property. Hoalso injures him-
self if he wins, because of the time which
he has consumed without benefiting vither
himself or his neighbour. He also hurts
himself because his habit introd uces into
his life and then develops many perscual
vices, conssicuous among which are deceit-
fulness, ' idleness and cruelty or inhu-
manity. History affords the proof and il-
lustrations of this statement. Let us take
time to emphasize one of these vices of the
gambler, inhumanity: Sir Horace Wal-
pole tells of a man who dropped dead at
the doour of White’s Club in London, Se-
voral club men who were gamblers imme-
d. tely commenced to bet, some that he
was dead and others that he would revive.
It was proposed to bleed him, but thein-
human beings who had bet that he was dead
objected that such a proceeding would
affect the fairness of the wager. Oh, how
hard the gumbler's heart becomes! who
can dony that a habit which begets such
monstrous vice is an awful evil because it
injlites the gambler himself?

4, Yet again, gambling is an evil be-
cause it fujures the gambler's fellow.men.
1t is imposaible for a man to hurt himself
and suffer alone. Society is so constituted
that wife, or child, or father or mother or
friend 8o sontebody must suffer when any
man suffers or dves wrong. So'if the gam-
bler wins he gets his neighbor's property
unnaturally. If his neighbor wins he is
lured un tu the way of vice.

In many cases, too, the gambler's near-
est and dearest ones, who are dependent
on him, have to go without food and
proper rainment, to say uothing of the
comforts of life, in order that he may
gratify his evil passion in this direction.
The gambler also puts a stumbling-block
in the way of his neighbor's efforts toward
right character and a true life. Seeing
you indulge in this practice he indulges in
it and goes to ruin. In all these and
other ways the gambler hurts his neighbor
and 80 his habit is an evil.

5. Gambling iy an evil because, also, it
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is bad in its associations. While some’
good people ignorantly attend the races
and othor places where the chief business
is betting, and some who falsely call them-
sclves ladies and gentlemen may be seen
at such resorts, yet the refined and re-
st)ectablo people of this community, as a
class, understand that thosa who go into
betting circles go where the associations
are not respectable and elevating but the
opposite, vulgar and degrading.

6, Finally the evil nature of gambling
is proven by the fact that it inswits God,
How s0? By rejecting eithur carelessly
or defiantly, the priuciple which God in
mercy and wisdomn has given to men in
the lungusge of the text ‘‘ Abhor that
whick is ovii.” The man who gamblesre-
fuses to do this ; but dves exactly the op-
posite, he. loves that which is evil. How
earuestly should all men and women who
have at heart the well-being of their fellow
men, how earnest!y should all Christians,
all churches, set their faces against this
evil in every form.

HELP THE M\N AT THE HELM.

Sailing down the St. Lawrence Rapids,
the most important man on the vessel is
the man at the wheel. The Governor-
General may be on board, and the Prusi-
dent of the United States, and any number
of distinguished visitors from England ;
but when you are about to take the great
jump at Lachine, if you look at an{body,
you always look up at the brave fellows at
the wheel. They are the most important
men for the time being. At this season
of the year the men at the wheel have a
hard time on our island seas. The weath-
er is cold and the winds are often high,

linding snoi-storms often occur, the
lizhts are out, sowme of the courses are not
very well known, and there are rucks and
shoals and fogs, and dangers of many
kinds. Ervery passenger ou board wishes
well to the brave man at the wheel. Every
passenger on board that ought not to be
thrown overboard like Jonsh would help
the man at the wheel if he needed help.

A congregation may be compared to a
vessel on one of our inland seas. The
men at the helm are the elder, the man-
ager, the Sabbath achool superintendent,
and the choir leader. The pastor is cap-
tain, and has a kind of general supervision
of the veasel, his principal business being
tu attend to the spiritual wants of his pas-

4

sengers. .

ears ago, when the country was<new’
and the congregstional ship was not welli
officered, the captain had to doall the-
work. He had to be captain and first.
mate and scoond mate and purser and
wheels-man and covk and cabin-boy and
deck-hand. Some of the old captains.
could do ever{)?ing faigfly well. The
Church should be very thankful that it had -
such captains. Sometimes-they are blamed
for running the ship themselves ; but had
they not done so she would have gone to-
pieces on the rocks of Unorganization, or-
stranded on the sands of Incapacity. In
most congregations at the present time it:
is better that the captaina should not do-
mwuch steering. Some fine congregational
ships are sent on the rocks and well nigh,

ed to pieces becausé the caftain per-
sists in working at the wheel when he-
should he preparing spiritual fodd for the-
passengers, 1t is right and proper that.
the captain should consult with the wheels-
men occasionally about the course the
are following. the rate of speed at which:
thoy are running, the general condition of
the vessel, the nuwmber and condition of -
the ngers, and other matters of that
kind ; but a wise captain will be very care--
ful about taking hold of the wheel himself. .
Congregational ships have been known te-
rear up and throw a. captain clean out of
the wheel-house when he persiated in
steering against the wil] of the passengers-
and crew. Steering a large congregativnal
ship through storms, near rocks, over-
quicksands, past headlands and other dan--
gerous places is a very responsible business,
and should be left mainly “to the men
whose business it is tosteer. In the Pros-
byterian Church the wheelsman in spirit-
ual matteris

TRE ELDER,

Uluallzuha is a good, safe man, and can.
steer his veasel around a point, overs.
quicksand, or past a rock about as well as
any ecclesisstical wheelsman in the world.
An examination of the facts.will show that
in countries in which the elder has steered
the veasel, religion has taken. a deeper and
more lasting hold upon the people than in.
any other. There are svine painful excep-
tions, of course ; exceptions in which. the:
elders themselves-by stupidity, or incsp--
acity, or perhaps something worse, -have-
sent the ship on the rocks, but these ‘ex-
ceptions are rare.. And it should be re--
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membered that the elder has to steer his
ship past some very difficult and danger-
ous p The rocks of Indifference lie
alo:'gd the whole course. The shoals of
:le iﬁ:le'u t-}r; found e}')e where. En’l‘he

eadlands of Hypocrisy, Di oLy, )
Pride, Jealowsy, Anger, ave oontinuullyv&
the way. Sume of the passengers are
cranks, and cne live‘if crank can disturb
five hundred peacef ngers. Some:
times thore is a little dynamite 'on board,
and sailing a vessel containing dynamite
is always a risky busineas. The passengers
should always help this man at the wheel.
They put him there.
gone there Lad they not elected hira, and
if they are men of honour and Christian
apirit they will help him in every possible
way.

The wheelsman in financial matter is.

THE DEACON AND MANAGER,

His business is to keep tho vessel off the
rocks of Insdvency and sail her into the
heaven of Financial Prosperity. His
course is often a difficult one to sail on.
Sometimes he has to sail on the shual of
Hard Times for two orthree years con-
tinuoualy. The racks of Penuriousness lie
along the whole course. Perhaps the
worst obstacle the financial wheelsman
ever finds is to sail safely around One Cent
Point. There is only oneé worse place on
the -course, and that is No Cent Point.
There is also a ledge ‘of rock cilled the
Dead Head Range that is very dangerous.
8till, notwithstanding all the difficulties
that the financial wheelsrasn meets with,
he rarely, if ever, wrecks his vessel.
Sometimes she gets into a squall. Some-
times she goes very slowly. Sometimes
she even goes back & little. Sometimes
she seems faurly stuck, but it is a well-
known fact that the Presbyterian congre-

tional ship hardly ever goes to pieces.

me of these vesscls have through
very heavy financial atorms ; but they have
all, or very nearly all, got safely through,
Courage, faith aud & fair smount of skill
on the part of the financial wheelamnen can
bring any congregational ship safely
through. We have seen some ships of
this class down until there was nothing
above water but'the masthead; have seen
some over on their beam-ends, have seen
them' in every kind of storm, but they all
cdthe right agsin. * All the gers

Abotit the best help they oan give him is

He could not hase .

hould: help the man at the fnancial whoel. .

to pay their fare promptly. The man at.
the’%abbath sohogl wheelyil

' THE SUPERINTENDENT.

If he is & good, efficient officer and is sur.
rounded by & goud orew he usually has a-
fairly smooth course tosail on. Therearc:
two or three rocks, however, that he can
scavcely keep his vemsel off at times.
There 18 the rock of Irregular Attendance
on the ?Qrt of some of the crew, and the
rock of Indifference on the part of the

geople. Financiul shoals at times trouble
im a little, especially when he wishes to -

-make sume repairs ; but on the whole the

officer at the Sabbath school helm, if a.
competent . man, usually has smooth and
pleasant sailing.

THE MUSICAL WHEELSMAN

generally has the most critical course to-
steer over. His most difticult task is io
keep off Old Tune Point, and not. run his
vessel un Innovation Rock. The passage
between Old Tune Point and Inmuvation.
Rock is narrow and difficult. Very few
wiieelsmun are _skilful en_ough to go-
through without bumping against one or
other. Organ Point isalso a difficult one-
to sail dround safely. Hymn . Book Sheal
is also a. dangerous place, Several fine
vessels have been well nigh wrecked on
Organ Point and Hymn_ Book Shoal 1f
the water around these places were dredg-
ed the bodies of many musical wheelsmen
and of some ministers might come to the--
surface. )

Moral: Help the men at the wheel.
Do yoa n‘lpfou the Lord will ever re-
ward & man for deing nothing but finding -
fault with the men  ap tho wheel ¢
Never !—Knixonian in.Can. Pres.

BAY OF ISLANDS NEWFOUND-
i LAND.

For sevehil years ‘Bay of Ialands has.

veen ocoupied as & mission station in con-

nection with' the Presbyterian Church.

.Different lTaborers have been sent to the

field and gospel ordinances have been:
more or less regularly dispensed, yet the
station has néver risen to s congregation..
This has' been owing to decrease in popu-
lation. * ‘ C :
About 15 years ago quite a revival in:
trade took place’in this locality which *
caused an-influx’of population. Large:
quantities ‘of ‘lumber and fish were ex-
ported to. Slign,. Irdland, and’ the tido of”

\
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prosperity seemed to flow n. About this
time attention wasdirected to the spiritual
destitution of the Bay of Islands and as
several Presbyterian families from Nova
Scotia and Bay Chaleur had settled, it
was thought an eflort should be made to
effect some organization, : :

Accordingly in the Spriug of 1876 Mr.
D. F. Creelman was sent to laborasa
catechist. Mr. Creelman after a success-
ful summer's work returned to Nova
Scotia in September and gave a cheering
and encouraging report of the field. in
Decembor he again returned after bein
set apart as an ordained missionary an
succeed it collecting 8870 towards the
erection of & church and for school pur-
poses,
the church and it was duly opened in De-

.cemher 1877, It is a neat building seat-
ing 115, and couting 8700. A manse was
also built in the following year for $1300.

A congregation was now organized with
two rulin
familes. There were also 33 families who
though not Presbyterian did something in
tho way of support. The Lord's Supper
was dispensed and for the first time six-
teen persons commemorated the Saviour’s
death."

During the four following years thirty
more were added thus making asteady in-
crease in the communion roil.

At the time of Mr. Creelman’s settle-
ment a salary of 8750 was guaranteed and
it was made up from three different
sources. The people wera o contribute
8400 toward his support. the Presbytery
of Newfoundland to raise $150 and the
deficiency to be made up by the Home
Mission Board.

After a few years of successful labor the
health of the missionary failing hereturned
to Nova'Scotia and was shortly after
settled at Shelburne but his lubors on
earth soon ceased. During the latter part
of his ministry at Bay of Islands a good
deal of poverty prevailed, and several of
the mf)porben of the mission removed to
other lands.

Three different students then occupied

.the ground viz. Mesars. J. D. McFarlane,
Frank Coffin and W. J. McKentie,

Then for three long years no supply was
seut, and for gight years the Sscrament of
the Lords’ Supper was not dispensed.
During the failure in the fishery and lum-
ber trade several Prosbyterian families
removed from the place. A large mill iz

Steps were at once taken to build'

clders and consisted of 53

still in operation employing some thirty or
forty men. Fishing has also improved
somewhat, though as yet there is no in-
cresse in tho population.

During the past summer Mr. D, McD.
Clarke labored here as a catechist, but has
now returned to Pine Hill to prosecute
his studies for the winter, o little
flock again enjoyed the privilege this
season of partaking of the Lords Supper
dispensed by Rov. F.” Simpson.

What may yet be done for this strug-

ling mission atation remains for the Pres-
ﬁ]tery of Newfouundland to conmder.

e efforts of the Home Mission Board to
supply such dostitute localities should be
backed up by liberal contributions.

CHRIST'S NEED OF US.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

That we need the Lord Jesus Christ is
a religious axiom that certainly no Chris-
tian will dispute. But it is equally true
that in order to the fulfilment of His
gorioul scheme of the world's redemption,

e needas all of us who profess to ve His
people. Jesus Christ is our Proprietor ;
all that we pretend to own is only a leass
from Him, and to be used not for self, but
in His service. We do not even own our-
selves * in fee simple.’ We are bought
with the price of Christ's precious atonin,
blood ; therefore are to %Lurify Him wi
our bodies and our souls, our time, our
money, and our influence.

There is a side light thrown upon this
important trath by the little incident that
occurred before our Lord’s remarkable
entry into Jerusalem. He sends two of
His disciples into the village of Bethpba‘ge
with certain explicit instructions. “Go
your way into the village over agz\imt you;
in the which, as ye enter, ye shull find a
colt tied whereon no man ever yet sat ;
lovse him and bring him.” Their omnis-
cient Master predicts not only just where
the beast will be found, but that they will
be asked * Why do ye luose the colt ?”
The sufficient answer was to be ¢ The Lord
hath need of him.” That was the claim
which they were to present. S..gwimn old
Matthew Henry (the prince of practical
commentators) remarks that our Saviour
‘‘ went to sea in & borrowed boat, rude on
a burrowed colt, and was buried in a bor-
rowed sepulchre.” It seemns presumptuous
to dissent frow any of Henry's bright ex-
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ressions ; but there is-an important sense
in which our Lord never ** borrowed ” any-
thing. He had supreme ownership. The
Father had given all things into His
hands. He owned the sea, and command-
ed it to be quiet at His bidding ; He put
even the fish in the sea under tribute when
He told Peter to goand iclat. one with a
half-shekel in its mouth. He owned the
trees, and smote a fig-tree with perpetual
barrenness when it was playing impostor.

He owned the temple, and scourgéd out

the sacrilegious hucksters who were turn-
ing it into a house of merchandise. That
ass's colt was really Christ's property ;
He required it for His own use, and was
only asserting His sovereign ‘claim when
He said that He *‘had need ” of it.

Jesus Christ describes Himself under the
figure of a Shepherd coming toseek and to
‘ save His wandering sheep. That the
poor forlorn vagrants needed thcShep-
herd’s restoring love, and needed to be
brought back and fed and sheltered, is
very true. It is equally true tiiat the di-
vine Shepherd hath need of His flock ;
His infinite heart of love could only be

satisfied by their recovery. A sick child

requires a mother’s care, but still more
does the mother’s heart require the darling
of her love. 1f Heaven would not be
Heaven to us, were Jesus not there,
neither woyld it be such a Heaven as Jesus
desives, if & multitude of redeemed souls
~wete not there also to chant His praise.
Reverently be it said ‘that the glorified
Redeemer needs usin His niany mansions;
or-else He could not ** see of the travail of
His soul and besatisfied.”
joy set before Him, for which he endured
the cross and bore -all its shame and
agonies, .

The true idea which every Christian
should keep in mind, is that he does not
own hiinself. Christ owns us, and hasa
perfect right to put us just where he
choosges, and to demand of us just what
He wants. He has a right to the firstlings,
¢f the flock, to the brightest sons and
daughters of our families, The best
brains and highest culture are none too
good for His service. 1f His pulpits and
His mission-fields need them, then in God’s
fiame let them not be confiscated to inere

money-making, or office-seeking, or earth--

Ty ambitions of any kind. What we call
- our property really belongsto Christ ; we
only surrender to Him-His own when we
pour-it iiito His treasury. Jesus has the

That was the.

first claim—a claim 7 the best, and is not
to be put off with the candle-ends and the
cheese-parings. Is this great principle ac-
knowledged by those churck-niembers
who squander their thousands on fine
houses and equipage, and then dribble out
stingily what *‘they can afford” (%) to-
Him who has purchased for them an eter-
nal salvation? Ah, let such remember
that they cannot afford to rob their loving
Master of what is His own, It is no sin
to have money, but it is a sin to let money
have us. If we put the chest of gold on
our own shoulders it may crush us into
solfishness and ruin; if we put it under
our feet, it may lift us up to usefulness
and the smile of our approving Lord,
How much: of my time and money and
talents does Jesus Christ need? That ‘s
the way that Christians should look at the
matter. . ) :

This supreme ownership by Jesus.
Christ allows Him to take away from us
whatever He will, and when He will,, A
beloved and elogquent young minister, &
Summerfield, a McCheyne, a Nott, a
Dudley Tyng, is called away to heaven,
and a bereaved church wonders why they
are bereft. ‘*The Lord hath need of
them” somewhere else. That is enough.
Our bright son.sickens and dies; our love-
ly daughter dronps away and vanishes
from our arms. Why is this? we cry out
in our agony. The Master was only tak-
ing His own; let us open not onr mouths,
for He did it. He needed to do it; there
was a divine purpose of wisdom to be
gerved; Giod‘s dealings are often great
mysteries, but they are never ‘mis:akes.
He puts His own where He needs them
most. He gives us the discipline that we
most require. Then, good friends, if our
divine Lord once had ueed of a little bit of
a beast in Jerusalem, let us comfort our-
selves with the thought that He puts
honor on such humble creatures as we are
when He. condescends to use us or ours

‘for His blessed service.

v . g .
“What a wonderful sense of peace
comes to those who, far from human

 fricnds and in the midst of deselation, real-

jze the truth of the Master's words,
“Lo, I am with you alway ! There are
certain phases of religious experiences
which we cennot know until we find the
presence of the Redeenier in an apparent-
ly empty world.” ‘
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HYMN OF THE FOURTEENTH
CENTURY.

Fighting the battle of life
Vith a weary heart and head,

For in the midat of the strife

The banners of joy are fled !
Fled aud gone out of sight,

When 1 thought they were so near,—
And the murmur of hope this night

1s dying away on mine ear.

Fighting alone to-night,—
With not even a stander-by.
To cheer me on in the fight,
Or to hear me when I cry;
Only the Lord can hear,
Only the Lord can sec
The struggle within, how dark and drear,
Thongggquiet. the outside be.

Lord, ] would fain lie still
And quiet, behind my shield ;
HBut make me to know thy will,
For fear I should ever yield.
Even as now m ds’
So doth my folded will
Lie waiting thy commands
Without one anxious thrill.

But as with sudden pain
My hands unfold and clasp,
So doth my will staud up again
And taketh its old firm grasp.
Nothing but perfect trust,
And love of thy perfect will,
Can raise me out of the dust,
And bid my fears lie still.

O Lord, thou hidest thy face,
And the battle-clouds prevail !
Oh, graut me thy sweet grace,
That I may not utterly fail !
Fighting alune tc-night,
With what a beating heart ;
Lord Jesus, in the fight,
Oh, stand not thou apart !

SEIZING OPPORTUNITIES.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

In the margin of the Revised Version,
the expression ** redeeming the time ™ is
very accurately rendered ** buying up the
opgqrt;néty." T’gm word time is vague
and indefinite. But opporfunity signities
wha: we call the ‘‘nick of time,” the
favourable moments for doing what ought
to be done. Therefore, auch a man as

Paul, who was slways a minute-man in
duty, exhorts his fellow.Christians to seize
and secure their vpportunities.

This is the secret of auccess ia worldly
affairs. The Firat Napoleon, whose brain
always counted for an hundred thousand
man, used to say “There is a crisis in al-
most every battle—a ten or fifteen minutes
on which the fate of the battle depends.

- | To gain theseis victory;: to lose them is

defeat.” What istrue of military encoun-
ters, is certainly true in the moral conflicts
of -life. There are pivot-occasions on
which the gratest interests are hinged.
Strike when the iron is hot; ten minutes
of sharp strokes then are worth days of
tiresome hammering when the metal has
grown cold.

The children of light ought to be as
wise in serving their Master, as the chil-
dren of this world arein serving self or
Mammon. The great Apostle, whose
cOmmon-sense ,Was as couspicuous as his
zeal, urges upon his brethren, “As we
have therefore oPportunity, let us do good
unto all men.” Paul never lost his
chance; he alwaye struck when the iron
was hot. In the prison of Philippi, a
chance was given him to direct an awak-
ened ainner to the Saviour; at Lystra a
chance was given him to heal a cripple,
and thus arrest the eyes and hearts of the
multitude; in the presence of Felix and of
Agrippa he was permitted to speak the
right word at the right moment to two
lordly sinners on their tribunals. He
seized the opportunities and made the
most of them, Philip did the same with
the treasurer of Queen Candace when he
fell in with him on the road to Gaza.
They both copied their Divine Master, who
never let slip the opportunity to utter the
word of wisdom or to do the deed of love.

This is the secret of success with the
most efficient winners of suuls. Hewitson
the zealous Scotch minister, passes a poor
woman, who in her doorway is halding
her infant in her arms; he pleasantly ac-
costs her, and says to her ‘I hope that

our soul is equally safe in the arms of

esus.” His friend, Robert Murray Mc-
Cheyne, passes through an iron-fernace,
says to a workman who has openeda fur-
nace door, My fricnd, does that terrible
flame remind you of anyihing?  Such
words in svason, kindl.yo:r;ken, strike and
stick. Thousands of have been con-
verted by single sentences, uttered at the
right nick of time. That model Christian
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worker, Hailan Page, was on the look-out
for opportunities; he made it a rule never
to hold a conversation with any one with-
out saying something to profit thuir souls,
and he never did it in a rude or imperti-
nent way either. It was no wonder that
he was able to indentify over one hundred
cases of conversions wrought by his faith-
ful instrumentality. The Leyden jarof
his godly zeal emitted a spark to everg
one with whumn he came in contract.-
fear that we pastors and Sunday-school
teachers are not always as alert as we|
ought to bo in speaking the word in season '
tothe parishioner or the scholar whom
God puts within our reach, or in laying
hold of them when they are susceptible
of spiritual influence. e spectres--that
we ought most to dread aré the ghosts of
lost opportunities.

Nor is it only to God's people thatthe
solemn admonition comes to ** buy up
their opportunity ”’; it beara just asstrong-
ly upon the unconverted. My friend, if
you are finally lost, it will not be God's
fault; it will not be because the Blessed
Spirit never strove with you; it will not
be hecause you never had the chance to
become a follower of Christ; it will ba the
result of flinging away all the precious op-
portunities for your salvation. He that
is often. reproved and often invited and
often almost persuaded to accept Christ,
and yet hardensthe heart, ** shall sud-
denly be cut off, and that withvuat remedy.”
Do you want another chance to secure the
prize of everlasting life? you have it now,
to-day, this moment. To turn towards
Christ may be the work or the act of an;
instant. To-morrow is not yours; and if ;

ou lose this opportunity, what assurance |
ve you that the Saviour you have so
often rejected will ever give you another?
Among all the memories that will haunt
the world of woe, none will be more tor-
menting than the memory of lost oppor-
tuninies. :
‘Of all sad words uttered by tongue or pen,
The saddest are these, ¢ might have been.”

LOOK OUT WHERE YOU LEAN.

Tho quiet converse of a social was re-
cently interrupted by the startling words
for the moment “Look out wheére you
lean!” One of the number was leani
back towards an apparent support -whi
was movable, and would have loft the in-
cautious man toa dangerous fall.  The

-world of prohation.

timely warning, which was a very natural
and simple thing, lingered in memory with
a deep, moral signficance, ‘gathering
around it admonitons from tke Word of -
God, and illustrations from human exper-
ienee. And how clearly, respecting theo~ .
logical speculations, personal experience,
and security, the living Christian of cvan-
gelical faith alone can consistently and
confidently send forth the solemn caution.
For should his support fail, all other
resting-places of unbelief remain; but in
contrast, if these yield to the hastening
test, the fall is inevitable and hopeleas.
‘“Look out where you lean!” is the
voice of heavenly solicitude from the skies
repeated by manifold voices of earth to
the wakefat conscience of the heirs of
immortality amid the ruins of sin, in a
¢ Lean not to thine
own understanding,™ because unenlight-
ened by tho spirit of God, however inten-
sely may shine the light of human science,
it will subatitute congenial doubts and
pleasant dreams for everlasting verities. A
thoughtful man who is not peaceful rest-
ing upon the *“ Rock of Ages, ” ought to
ize the peril, consciousas he must
be that the pride of the natural heart and
selfish deaires, with an aversion to holiness,
all draw him with tremendous poweraway
from that rest for the meek and lowly,
and give thrilling force to the warming
which comes from three worlds, and has
been 80 often despairingly felt by the
dying :** Look out where you lean!"—Sel.

‘“THE BAR,” AT SEA.

The receipts of the bar on a first-class
foreign steamer out of this port for Europe
will amount, it is said, to three or four
thousand dollars every trip. This will

ive some idea of the amount cf drinking

one in the week the ship is at sea by the
passengers. There is too much of a dispo-
sition to make the vayage a spree if not a
drunken debauch. Whetker it is the en-
forced idleness of the trip or the ** out for
a holidey feeling,” it is hard to say, but
thereis no doubt about it that drinking to
excess is the one dimipation at ses that
needs restraint. Gambling ix bad enough,
but the spectacle of a majority of the men
on ‘inore ‘or less “‘fi ,"icﬁut\f
coming a nuisdrice to quiet people who
loathie drunkenness and g:;mot eacape the
sight of it at sea.—N. Y. Marine Journal,
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SPEAK KINDLY.

‘The human heart ; O ! who can tell
It’s wanderings day by day !

It's strivings either good or ill
Along life’s narrow way.

Its many struggles, when all good
Has seemed to hideaway,

And evil ever present—near,
Is tempting night and day.

‘0 ; be not first to cast a slur,
Or thiuk an unkind thought.
Ba generous, noble minded, true,
With loving kindr.ess fraught.

Add not one pang to hearts that now
Are breaking neath their woe ;

But speak some cheering, helpful word,
And grace and mercy show.

“The tiv1e may come, if not just now,
Your heart will have its share

Of sorrow, trial, keen unrest,
And ills that lives oft wear.

And then how aweet the kindly tone
Will cheer your aching heart.

“The balm that only those can give,
Whose words contain no smart.

.

THREE IMPORTANT FACITS.

A man sat reading the Bible. As he
read, the Holy Spirit applied the Word to
His soul, conviucing him of sin. Turning
to his wife, he said, —

‘¢ Wife if this book's true, WE ARE
LosT!™

As he still ‘¢ searched the Scriptures,”
fresh light broke in upon his mind, when
he exclaimmed,—

s Wife, if this book's true, WE MAY BE
SAVED!

A short time longer he studied the Word
of.god, and then, with joyful surprise, he
said,—

“ Wife, if this bool's true, WE MAY
BE SAVED NOW!”

Reader, of ynu and me, and the whole
human race, it may be said, ** We are lust.”
We are lost in sin. We have lust all
spiritual life. being ‘‘dead in trespasses
and sins.” We ave children of disobedi-
cnce,” *‘ enemiea of Ged in onr mind by
wicked works,” having no desire to obey
and honour Him. We have loat the fear
of God's displeasure,and His threatenings
t punish vbstinate sinners; we have lost

all claim to Cod’s meroy, and it is only be-
cawse of the long-suffering of *‘ the God
of patience” that we are not yet finally lost.
All this God makes known to us in His
Word, and we are shut up to the fact that
we are lost.

But *“ WE MAY BE SAVED."” This
is the Gospel message. Jesus Christ is
the Author of salvation to all them that
obey Him. He came ‘‘to seek and to
save that which was lost.” He gave
Himself a ramsom for all, that He
might redeem us from all iniquity.
He'is *“ able to save to the uttermost.”
He saves from guilt and pollution of sin,
and from its power and dominion, making
His people *‘free from sin.” He is the
only Saviour; ‘‘neither is there salvation
in any other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men whereby
wo must be saved.” And *“ WE MAY BE
SAVED NCW.” God's salvation is an
immediate salvation. It is ready for your
acceptance. *‘The gift of God is eternal
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord,” and
it is offered to you in the Gouspel, without
money and without price.‘* Behold, now
is the accepted time; behold, now is the
day of salvation.”

- Reader, areyousaved? Ifnat, you may
be saved, and YOU MAY BE SAVED
NOW.—Gospel Trumpet.

MY LAMP.

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,’
said the Psalmist of old. You want your
lamp to burn as brightly as possible. You
trim the wick, you wash, dry aund polish
the glass chimney ; you keep the shade
clean. Lot the dust gather and the smoke
make its sooty deposit, and the wick be-
come crisp and hard and black, and the
light upon the open way is flickering and
weak. The lawmp is your friend, but you
must take good care of it. It will treat
you as you treat it. The figure may be
homely, but it ia true. What the Bible
brings to you will depend in large measure
upon what you bring to it. You may
have a crumb, or a loaf, or & granary full
to{ bursting, just as you chovee. There is
goﬁd ou its surface, there are jewels in its
mines, there are royal pearlsin its depths,
All are not equally equipped for itastudy;
but every one of us can do his utmoet in
its patient Joving study, and no lat.ars
will bring a surer or a richer reward. —Dr.
Behrends. -
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EMPEROR WILLIAM AND THE
PUPE.

The results of the Emperor's visit to
Rome beyond a doubt have been a blow
to the hopes of the Vatican. The semi-
official press here, having been instructed
to maintain a judicioussilence ignores the
Vatican. Dissatisfaction, anger, and dis-
content of the Clericals break outin the
Germania and other Catholic organs. It
is admitted that the Emperor used the ut-
most tact in his interview with the Pope
State. Butauthentic advices fromn Rome,
which are accepted as accurate by both
ofticial and Catholic circles atate that the
Pepe forced from Emperor William the
declaration that Germany conld not en-
courage, Papal aspirations without endan%-
ering the present entente with a friendly
Goverment. From a member of the im-

erial atteudants it became known that

mperor William, while telling King
Humbert how the Pope had insisted upon
talking on the question of Rome, said, <‘1
had to destroy his illusion, and it was done
effectually.”

The Vatican does not rest submissive or
in active. Cardinal Rompolls, besides in-
structing the bishops to renew the agita-
tion for sympathy with the Pope, has pre-
pared a statement explaining that his
Holiness only consented to receive ihe
Emperor after obtaining a formal declara-
tion that the visit did not imply any re-
cognition of the incorporation of Rome
with Italy.—Central Pres.

AN OLD PRAYER.

Rev. D. B. Blair sends us the following
which will be of interest, to some of our
ministers as they recall their college days,
to some of our young people who can ex-
ercise their gifts on the Latin, and, to
some of our Christian people as they
breathe the words and spirit of the old
Professor’s prayer.—Eb,

Professor Pillans was wont to begin the
weekly exercisés of the Humanity class in
the University of Edinburgh with a beau-
tiful Latin prayer, which was well known
to all who attended his class. The fol-
lowing is a copy of this prayer, the words
of it baving been procured from the re-
tentive memory of the Rev. Dr. Cairns of
Berwick, who attended the Latin class in
1834-56 and 1836-7. It was printed at
Edinburgh on the 8th April, 1864, to-
gether with an English translation,

TH4 PRAYER.

* Deus Optime, Maxime, gratias Tibi
quam maximas et agimus et habemus,
quod vitam nostram tam caducam, et tot
tantisque periculis quotidie obnoxiam, in
hodiernum usque diem benigne produxisti!
Da nobis, Sancte Pater, ut nunc, et
quicquid postea temporis intra hos muros.
una commorabimur, omnibus eximiis animi
dotibus ingenua juventus in dies augeatur;
el quum ad vitac munera capessenda se
quisque smccinxerit, sibi ipsis honori, et
amicis utilitati, reique publicae emolumento
esse int ; tandemque hoc vitae
curriculo, tam lbrevi, rite et ex praeceptis
Tuis feliciter peracto, Tecum in coelis vita
sempiterna fruamur per Filium Tuum
Sanctum, Josum Christum. Amen.”

TRANSLATION,

“O God, Best and Greatest of beings, we
do express to Thee the fervent gratitude
which we feel for having mercifally rvared
our life, fleeting as it is, and daily exposed
to so many and great dangers, up till ihis
present time ! Grant, O Holy Fa'lar,
that now and henceforth, while we ve-
mein together within these walls, the in-
genuous youth may daily advance in every
excellent mental endowment ; and when
they shall gird themsclves to discharge
the duties of active life, may it be to their
own credit, to the advantage of their
friends, and to the profit of their country;
and finally at the close of a happy life,
spent, as we ought, in accordance with
Thy commandments, may we enjoy eternal
life with Thee in heaven through Thy

Holy Son, Jesus Christ, Amen.”

D. B. B

BIBLE IN SUNDAY SCHOOL.

(A lesson paper is a poor substitute for
the Bible in a Sunday-School class; yet
there are many Sunday-schools where the
lesson for the day isjread by both teachers
and scholars from the lessondpaper instead
of fromn the Bible, in the opening exer-
cises of the school.g!Bibles were never
used in the Sunday-school as generally as
they are to-day, but they ought to be used
even more generally than at present. It
is for every superintendent tv secure the
use of Bibles in his Sunday-schools to the
full extent that he deems desirable, ¥ He
can compass that if he will.—Sunday-
school Times.
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JOY OVER THE PRODIGAL.
BY REV. W. P. BREED, D. D.

As there is joy in heaven over every
sinner that repenteth, so sumetimes there
is in the Christian home a joy that is un-
speakable and full of glory over the con-
version of another member of the house-
hold, This is not the case in every home
at the conversion of a member of the
flock. In somo instances such an event
produces intense chagrin and burning in-
dignation. A father in one of ourinterior
towns took up the family Bible and tore
out the leaf centaining the record of his
daughter’s birth and threw it into the fire
in furious wrath over her conversion to
Cod. A family I well knew consists of
several brothers and one sister, a hand-
some, attractive, well-educated young
woman, who had been for long the life of
their gay, worldly revelries., And wheu
the Spirit of God touched that ' daughter’s
heart and drew her to the communion
table, the mother declared, with a flash-
ing eye, that she had rather have followed
her daughter to the grave! But very
different are the emotions that swell in
the Christian household when one of the
precious flock is added to the Lord.

One Sabbath morning there sat before
mein the cougregation of the West Spruce
Street church a tall, finely proportioned
man, & Major-Ceneral in the national
army, retired for life on full pay for
maguificent service rendered the oivil
war. After service in the church he fol-
lowed me into the study and we talked
overtho scenes and incident of vther days.
Well I remembered the communion Sab-
bath many years before when to him,as a
youth, I have given the right hand of fel-
lowship in the church, snd welcomed him
to the table of the Lord. His father waa
then in the South in quest of health, and
the tidings reached that father that his
ron had pubicly pledged himself to Christ
at his holy table he wrote that he was so
overjoyed that he hardly knew where
he was. He walked the house, he went
out into the fields and wandered up and
down in a kind of ecstacy of holy delight.
The heavens looked brighter to him, the
song of the hirds was sweeter. His heart
overflowed with gratitude to the Holy
Spirit who had drawn that young heart to
the cross, Yes, there is somectimes joy
and gladness among the saints on eaith
over one ainner that repenteth,

A SUICIDE PREVENTED.

A Piedmontese nobleman related the
following incidentin his experience:** I
was weary of Jife, and after a day such as
few have known, and none would wish to
remember, was lounging along the street
to the river, when I felt a sudden check;
I turned and beheld a little boy, who
caught the skirt of my coat in his anxiety
to solicit my notice, whose look and man-
ner were irresistible. Not less was the
lesson he had learned, ‘There are six of us,
and we are dying for food. ’

‘¢ Why should not I, said I to myself,
relieve this wretched family ? I have the
means, and it will not delay me many
minutes. But what if it does? The
scene of misery he conducted me to, I
cannot describe ; I threw them my purse,
and their burst of gratitude overcame me.
It filled my eyes, it went as cordial to my
heart. I will call again to-morrow, I said.
Fool that I was, to. think of leavinga
world where 8o much pleasure was to be
(l;ad, and 8o cheaply.”— drvine's Cyelope-

ia.

MOTHERS, SPEAK LOW.

I know some houses, well built and
handsomely furnished, where it is not
pleasant tu be even a visitor. Sharp
angry tones resound through them from
wmorning to night, and the influence is as
contagious as measles, and much more to
be dreaded in a household. The children
catch it, and it lasts for life, an incurable
disease. A friend has a neighbour within
hearing of her house, when doors and
windows are open, and even Poll Parrot
has caught the tune and delights in
soreaming and scolding. until she has
been sent into the countrv to improve her
habit. Children catch cross tones quicker
than parrots. Where mother sets the ex-
ample, you will scarcely hear a pleasant
word among the children in their plays
with each other. Yet the discipline of
such a family is always weak and irregular.
The children expect just so much scolding
befors they do anything they are bid;
while in many a home, where the low firm
tone of the mother, ora decided look of
her steady eye, is law, théy never think
of disobedience, either in or out of sight.

Oh, mothers, it is worth a great deal to
cultivate that ‘° excellent thing in a
womau, " @ low sweet voice. If you are
ever 8o much tired by the mischievous or
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wilful pranks of tho little ones, speak low.
T+ will be a great help to you to even try
‘to be paticnt aud cheerfnl, if you cannot
wholly succe¢d. Anger makes you wretch-
-ed, and your children also. Impatient,
angry tones never did the heart good, but
plenty cf evil. You cannot have the ex-
.ouse for them that they lighten your bui-
«denn: they make them only ten times
heavier. For your own sake, as well as
our children’s sake, learn to speak low.
{'hey will remember that tone when your
head is under the willows, So,too, would
they remember a harsh. and ‘angry voice.
Which legacy will you leave to your
<hildren 1~ Kindergarten Magazine.

HOW SOULS ARE SAVED.

A dying publican’s wife in England, re-
«cently gave the following encouraging tes-
dimony, as narrated by the evangelist who
visited ber. Hesays: ¢* I was asked to go
to a public house in Nottingham and see
the landlord’s wife, who was dying. I
found her rejoicing in Christ as her
Sayiour. I asked her how she had found
the Lord. ‘Reading that,” she replied,
handing me a torn piece of newspaper con-

taining an extract from one of Spurgeon’s:

sermeons, which extract had been the
means of her conversion, ¢ Where did
you get this newspaper from ?’ 1 asked.
She answered : *It was wrapped round a
}i‘arcel which was sent me from Australia.’

alk about the hidden life of a good ssed !
Think of that—a sermon preached in
London, conveyed to America, an extract
reprinted in & newspaper there, the paper

sent to Australia, a part torn off (as we"

should ‘say, accidentally), for the parcel
dispatched to England, and after all its
wanderings, conveying the message of sal-
vation to that woman's soul. God’s word
shall not return unto him void.”

SAFE AND WATCHING FOR
OTHERS.

A friend told me that he was visiting a
lighthouse lately. and said to the keeper:
** Are you not afraid tolive here? ltisa
dieadful place to be constsutly in.”

““No,” replied the man. *‘Jam not

:fraid. We never think of curselves
em"’ .

** Never think of yourselves! How is
that 2”7 :

The reply was a good one: “We know !

that we are perfectly safe, and only think
of having our lights burning brightly and
keeping the reflector clear, that those in
danger may be saved.”

Christians are safe in a house built on a
rock which cannot be moved by the wildeat
storm, and in the spirit of holy unselfish-
ness they should let their light gleam
across the dark waves of sin, thatimperil-
led ones may be guided into the harbor of
heaven.

DEVELUPMENT,

A few men develop suddenly and grand-
ly. Sometimes a boy, who seemed to have
no thoughts beyond his childish plays and
preparatory studies, passes through a dark
night of disaster; his father may be stricken
down by sickuess or death, or the financial
resources of his family may be swept away.
In a single night he puts away childish
things, and becomes 2 man among men.
But generally development is of slow
growth. This is especially the case Wwith
Christian workera. It requires time to
gain the confidence of their fellow-men,
and such confidence has much to do with
their usefulness. They nust convince
those to whom they speak that they are
sent of God, and this conviction can he
wrought only by consistent and continued
godliness in their lives. ‘Rome was not
built ina day.” Those who would be
skilled workmen for Christ, have need of
patience as well as industry.— United
Presbyterian.

WHAT PROHIBITION DOES.

The Topeka Capital estimates that Kan-
sas has saved not less than $12,000,000
since her prohibitory law went into effect.

Topeka, Kansas, has more churches than

{ any city of the same size in the country,

and has not a single saloon or drinking
place. There were four years ago 140
saloons in the city, and before the whiskey
element could be convinced that * prohibi-
tion would prohibit,” over $25,000 in fines
were collected from saloon-keepera for
violations of the law, and over thirty of
them served terms in the county jail.—
Phil. Pres.

There are now eight mission vessels
cruising in the North See, each a com-
bination of church, chapel, temperance
hall and dispensary. :
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THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST.

The Gospel miracles are not only inter-
esting as narratives, but are valuable as
conveying moral and spiritual lessons.
They confirm the missions of the Saviour,
and are typical and illustrative of His
grace,

They show the sinner's need, aud en-
courage his exercise of faith. ** These
are written, that ye might believe that
Jenus is the Christ the Son of God: and
that,believing, ye might have life through
His name” (John xx. 31).

They exhibit the power of Christ; for
all nature is seen obeying His Word, evil
spirits do homage at His feet, and the in-
visible world is subject to His authority.
The whole of the miracles are a convine-
ing evidence of His Divinity. He as
casily cast a legion as He did one evil
spirit. There was no more difficulty with
Him in healing the man who had been
afflicted thirty and eight years, than if he
had been diseased only as many hours.
He as readily raised Lazarus after corrup-
tion had commenced, as if the spirit had
only just left ihe body.

The miracles equally show the compas-
sion of Christ. The objects of His grace
were always the miserable, and every ap-
peal to His grace was answered at once.
The cures He wrought were without delay,
without money, without pain, without fail.

Thus they supply ground of confidence
in Jesus as the Son of God and the Saw-
our of the world, and present Himn toour
view as worthy of our affection and highest
reverence.

Go, then, to Him with all your spiritual
disease, and find that He is able, and wil-
ling, and waiting to heal you.

THEM THAT KNOW
KNOW.

BUT THEY THAT DESPISE ME SHALL BE
LIGHTLY ESTEEMED.

The national blasphemer, Mr. Ingersoll,
is losing caste politically. About all he
has left now to distinguish him is his blas-
phemy and coarseness. He was sat upon
at the Republican National Convention
which met in Chicago in June, and when
the rumor reached Minnesota that he was
to be sent to boom the Republican nomi-
nees in the present campaign prominent
men of the party in St. Paui were appalled

ME 1 WILL

at the prospect of fighting the Democrats,.

with this moral corpse on their hands.
They sent a protest to the National Com-
mittee in which they said :—** As Chris-
tian citizens of a Christian commonwealth,
pledged to the support of religious prin-
ciples and institutions, anl also as loyal
Reju licans earnestly desirous for the suc-
cest 0 the party. we wish to protest most
vigorously against the appearance here of
Mr. Ingersoll asa representative of Re-
publican Ideas.” We have seen the state-
ment in some of the dailies that he is going
to Indiana. This will turn the State for
the Democrats, and the party will find
that even the heat of politics will not so
debauch the consciences of men that they
will follow in the wake of the blasphemer,
the destroyer of the foundation of good
society and the corruptor of youth by
breaking down all barriers of Christian
and moral principle between them and -
wrong-doing.—Phil, Pres.

A GOOD CUSTUOM DYING OUT.

The excellent custom of having the
children and young people of our Chuarch
commit portions of Scriptureand hymns to
memory seems to have utterly died out.
It is true they are asked for th. golden
text at Sabbath-school, but even that is
rarely ever thoroughly committed. It is
more often read frown the lesson paper.
Some peuple discourage the practice, claim-
ing that the child should not be filled with
what it cannot understand and digest, etc.
This is certainly a mistake. We fully be-
lieve the former custom of having children
commit portions of the Bible, and choice
hymns of the Church, to be wholesome
mental discipline, as well as spiritually
profitable.  The youthful mind, stored
with divine truth so tersely expressed in
the English Bible, has a storehouse of com-
fort to draw from in time of need. These
verses are the weapons of the Holy Spirit
to combat Satan. Should misfortune or
sickness overtake an individual whose
mind is stored with this precious truth,
how comforting to have such to mediate
upon, when perhaps his strength will not
allow a friend to read to him! A man is
frequently in situations where he has no
reading, no one to converse with, nothing
but his own thoughts. How Happy if,
like David, he can have the truth of God
to meditate upon in the watches of the
night !-—Sel.
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THE WAY TO SUCCEED.

A certain man, who is very rich now,
was very poor when he was a boy, When
asked how he got his riches, he said:
*“ My father taught e never to play till
my work was finished, and never tospend
money till I had earned it. 1f I had an
hour’s work in the day, I must do that the
first thing, and in an hour. And after
this I was ellowed to play ; and then I
could play with much more pleasure than
if I had t{w thought of an unfinished task
before my mind. I early formed the habit
of doing everything in time, and it soon
became easy todo so. It is to this I owe
my prosperity.”

“ONLY.”

Owly a stray sunbeam ? Yet it cheered
a wretched abode—gladdened a stricken
heart.

Oily a gentle breeze? Tt fanned aching
brows, cheered many hearts by its gentle
touch.

Only a frown? But it left a sad void in
the child's heart—quiveriug lip and tear-
ful eyes.

Oidy a smile? But how it cheered the
broken heart, engendered hope and cast a
halo of light around the sick-bed,

Ouly a word of enconragement, a single
word Y It gave the drooping spirit new
life and led to victory.—Kind Words.

PROGRESS OF MISSIONS.

For loxig years there existed but three
versions of the Holy Secriptures. To-day

they may be read in 350 of the many ton- |

gues that are spoken. In 1804 there were
in the world only 5,000,000 Bibles, in 1880
there were in the hands of humankind
160,000,000 copies of the,sacred Word.
At the beginning of our century the way
of life could be studied by but one bHith of
the world’s population, now it is translated
into languages that make it accessible to
uine-tenths of the inhabitants of the world.
Protestants occupy over 500 separate
fields. In them they have more than 20,-

Q00 mission stations, supplied with no less.

than 40,000 missionaries. Five hundred
thousand heathen children - attend Chris-
tian schools. One million communicants
are enrolled in congregations gathered
from among the heathen. Two million
stated hearers are nominally -adherents of
the evangelical faith. Of -the 1,433,000,-
000 that people the world, 135,000,000 are

Protestant OChristians. The area of the
habitable globe is computed at 52,000,000
uare miles; of these 18,000,000 square
miles are under Greek and Roman Catholic
dominion; 20,000, 000 square miles under
Mohammedan and Pagan goverments, and
14,000,000 square miles under Protestant
rule.—Christian-at- Work.

SIN'S SNARE.

The dogsbane sets a trap for flies which
is very ingenious and successful :*¢ Allured
by the honey in the nectary of the expand-
ed blossom, the instant the trunk-is pro-
truded to feed upon it, the filamnents close,
and, catching the fly by the extremity of
the proboscis, detain the poor priscner
writhing in protracted struggles until re-
leased by death—a dsuth apparently occa-
sioned by exhavation alone; then the fila-
mentsdralax, and the body falls to the

und.”

What a striking illustration of the trap
which sius of sensuality set for the soul ?
Conscious of their power, they affect no
concealment. The honey is exposed, but a
sign is plainly written over the forbidden
pleasure, ‘‘Beware.” No sinner can plead
ignorance of danger. Everysin of the flesh
that allures to ruin is plainly labelled
‘‘dangerous.” The poor, helpless insect
held to its death by the snare set with se-
ductive sweetness, 18 a picture of the strug-
gling soul, battling for escape, but held a
prisoner by the very sin which allures it.

PREVENTING INFANT MARRIAGES
IN INDiA.

¢ An important event has recently oc-

curred in India, and one that will have a
most favorable hearing upon the social con-

dition of the people of that vast ewmpire.

The Princes of Rajpootana have volun-

tarilly abolished throughout their do-
minions the custom of infant marriages.

This custom is one of the saddest and
niost productive §of miseryfof any pre-

vailing in India, and the present regula-

tion is that in the future no girls shall be

married under the age of fourteen, no
boy under the age of eighteen, unless, prior
to the adoption of this law, a coutract of
marriage had “been entered into. These

Princes of Rajpootana hold the highest

rank in Hindu society, and apart from the'
authority which they have in their own

dominions, the example set by them will
have wide influence &roughout the whole
of India. ’
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HEREDITARY DEGENERACY.

The evil of strong drink would be of
comparatively small magnitude if
those addicted to ita use weore involved in
the deplorable consequences. The editor
of the Northiwestern Lancet, in a suggestive
articlc on **The Medical Aspect of Ine-
briety,” says : *‘The close relationship of
insanity, epilepsy, and inebriety is strong-
ly shown by the remarkable manner in
which, through heredity, one form of dis-
ease may pass into another, as where
drunkenness in one generation is followed
by epilepay ot insanity in the succeeding
generations.” It is this inevitable nerve
or brain deterioration on the part of those
of & previvus generation who indulged in
alcoholic beverages, and became parents,
which undouhtesly would, if careful in-
vestigation should be made, account for
the presence therein of many at the pres-
ent tiwe of those by whom our insane asy-
lums and hospitals are over-crowded. The
drink evil involves not only those imme-
diately connected with the drinker here
and now, but leaves a fearful legacy of
suffering and incompetercy to future
generations. —N. Y. Temperance Advocate.

CHRISTIAN CONDUCT.

Oftentime a {oung Christian may be
puzzled about how he should act asa
Christiau, I have this much to say—one
who is very anxious to do God’s will and
is prayerful and reads hig' Bible daily, is
not often troubled by this question. We
must take it for granted that everyhody
who is a Christian wants to do the will of
Christ.

The New Testament furnishes general
rules for Christian conduct. The whole
law is, love to God and love to man. This
comprehends everything. We give some
rules founded on the Scriptures :

1. Do nothing if you doubt its being
right :  ‘“Whatsoeveris not of faith issin.”

2. If there is something you want to do
which would d.» you no harm, but might
lead a weaker brother into wrong, dare not
doit. ‘¢ Wherefore, if meat make my
brother 80 offend I will eat no flesh while
the world standeth.”

3. Do not place yourself in a false po-
ait?;m. ‘¢ Abatain from all appearance of
evil.”

4. Do nothing in thought, word, or
deed, on which you can not ask God’s bles-
sing. ‘ Whatsoever ye do in word or

B

only |

deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jenus, giving thanks to God and the Father
by Him.” .

TOO CHEAP.

A preacher of the gospel had gone down
into & enal mine during the noon hour, to
tell the miners of tgat grace and truth
which came by Jesus Christ. After telling
them the simple story of Gad's love to lost
sinners—man’s state and God's remedy—
a full and free salvation offered—the time
came for the men to resume work, anl
the preacher came back to the shaft to as-
cend to the world again. Meeting the
foreman, he asked himn what he thought of
God's way of salvation. The man replied:

‘¢ Oh, it is too cheag. 1 cannot believe
in such a religion as that.” X

Without an immediate answer to this
remark, the preacher asked : ‘ How do
you get cut of this place "

‘¢ Simply by getting into the cage,” was
the reply.

“And
mp ? ”

*“ Oh, no ; only a few seconds.”

* Well, that is very easy and simple :
but-‘do you not need to help raise your-
self ?” said the preacher. .

* Of course not,” replied the miner.
““As I have said you .have nothing to do
but get into the cage.”

*“But how about the people who sunk the
shaft, and perfected all this arrangement?

Was there much labor or expense about

¢ Indeed, yes; that was a laborious and
expensive work; the shaft is eighteen hun-
dred feet deep, and it was sunk at a great
cost to the proprietor; but it is our onhly
way out, and without it we should never
be able to get to the surface.”

“Just so. And when God’s Word tell’s
you that whosoever believeth in the Son of
Cod hath overlasting life, you at once say,
¢ Too cheap, too cheap !' —forgetting that
God's work to bring youand others out of
tho pit of destruction and death was
accomplished at a vast cost, the price being
the death of his own Son.”

does it -take long to get to the

¢ To gain from Holy Scripture all that
it is adapted to impatt, one must men-
etrated by it through constant ing.
Its words should be imprinted on the
memory, because it is by them that the
Holy Spirit speaks to the soul.” )



