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Copy of Governor the Earl Catheart's SPEECH to the Législaiﬁpé of the
P Province of Canada, 20 March,184:6." ‘ C

Honourable Gentlemen of the Legisiative Council, and

- Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly, S | .
~ The duty of opening this Session of Parliament has necessarily devolved upon
me, as Administrator of the Government, in' consequence of the lamented de-
parture of the late Governor-general: But I am commanded at the same time
to make known to you that the Queen has been graciously pleased permanently
to designate me as Her Majesty’s future Representative in this province.

In announcing to you the fact of my having thus become the successor of

- No. 1. ‘
Governor the Earl -
Cathceart's ‘
Speech to the
Legislatare of
Cavada, - ‘
20 March 1846,

- Lord Metcalfe, you will, 1 feel assured, concur with me in the expression of sin-
cere regret at the painful cause which has removed this distinguished nobleman

- from a station, the dutics of which he discharged with a zeal and ability, that
~ ‘on every occasion won for him the "highest approbation of his Sovereign, and
-the respect and gratitude of the people over whom he presided as Her Repre-
‘ sentative. | R S g R
.. _The several addresses to the Queen which were adopted during the last Session
of the Legislature, have been laid at the foot of the Throne. It will be my
 pleasing duty to announce to you Her:Majesty’s gracious replies.. IR

1 should, under any circumstances, have directed your early attention to the
condition of the Militia Law. * But the unsettled state of the negotiations which

have been for some time past carried on between the Imperial Government and
that of the United States of America, renders it imperative upon me to press
more immediately on your consideration the necessity of a reorganization of this:
arm of the public defence. 1 feel the most unbounded confidence that the loyalty -

- and patriotism of every class of Her ‘Majesty’s subjects in Canada will be con-
~ spicuous, as they have been heretofore, should cccasion call for their services to
~aid in the protection of their country ; but-a well digested and uniform system
is indispensable to give a fitting direction to the most zealous efforts. At the

same time I feel warranted in assuring you that, while our gracious Sovereign

will ever rely on the frec and loyal attachment of Her Canadian people for the

defence of this province, and the maintenance of British connexion, Her Majesty
will be prepared, as Her predecessors have always been, to provide with promp- . |

for the security of Her North American dominions.’

titude and energy, corresponding with the power and resources of the empire, '

The subject of the Civil List, which ‘\\?asv‘br(‘night:‘uh'der yourconsidéréti‘oﬁ biy L

my predecessor, will doubtless engage your attention, when I trust to your

~ wisdom to make such a provision as will enable Her Majesty to give effect to

your wishes, by recommending to the Imperial Parliament the requisite changes

' 1n the Act of Re-union. ) B L
" Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly,

. The Financial Accounts of the Province for the past year will be immediately
- laid before you.. The Estimates for the service of the current year will be like- - -

- wise submitted for your early consideration.
321, o R
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- Governor Bl

o Cathcart to

. Mr. Secretary
- Gl ostone,

e :18 Janunry 1846 ‘

4 CORRFSPONDENCE wrrHiCANA‘DA*RELATIV‘E" TO

The mcccsxt) of prondmn for the pmﬁecutxon and completmn of tho pubh(,
lllll)l'()\'(}lll(‘lltb undertaken with the sanction of Pd]lmmcnt will form a sub_]ect
iox your del bLIdthll

It affords me pleasure fo he 'Lble to m{'orm you, that the Tevenue of the p'lst "
year lias not fallen short of the cxpectatmns W lnch were entertained of its amount,
and I rely on your willingness to make such provision for the public service, as
a due regard to the mtu‘uts of the people 1m1y nqmre. o :

Honourablc Gentlemen, and Genﬂunuz of ilze Legislative Assembl_y,
Since your last meeting. the ancient city of Quebu, lias been subjected to
unexanmpled calamity in The successive fires which laid waste 'its buildings. -
Measures, rendered ln(hepon\nblv by thie exigency, were adopted by my predg-: '
cessor, which will be seut dow n for. your apploval

The sympathy and henev olence of dlﬂl,rcnt portions of the British emplrc, o
were roused into active exercise by the 1\110\\1(,(]0(. of .the’ severe infliction with
which it had pleased Divine Providence to permit the citizens of Quebec to be
visited, and we have the strongest reasons for appreciating the noble gencrosity
which has been cxlnbmd, and which las proved how truly the inhabitants of

Canada arc felt by the people of Great Britain, to be hrethren and fellow- |

subjects of the samie mighty nation. It will be for your wisdom to consider
what further measures it/may bL proper to adopt, for thc restoration of wlmt Iras
been thus dc-t1'03 ed. o

T hc last mtolhocncc from the mothor countly 111(11C"ltCS a. most lmpormnt”
change in the commercial pohc) of the empire.  Thad previously taken occasion
to press upon Ier Majesty’s Government a due consideration of the effeet that-
“any contemplated alteration might have on the interests of Canada.  But until
we have a fuller exposition of the projected scheme, which a few days will pro-
]nhlv bring to us, it would be pl‘ematme to anticipate that the claxms of tlns

3 plonncc to a just measure of Pl‘()te(.t]Oll had been ov cllookcd

- In these and the various other subjects affecting the proaponq of Canada
‘which m'w accupy you, I offer my hearty co- opu'atmn, and I earnestly trust,
tlnt under the direction of an all-wise Plonduxce, we shall be enabled to pursue
a course caleulated to promote the best mtew':t and to fostcl thc l'mnﬂ growth
of this l'dpldl) advancmrr colonv . | o

.——-‘Nol 2, ——
(No 7)

: COPY of a DESPA'I CII from Govemor the E'l]‘l Cat/zcmt K.C. B., to the Rloht'

]10110111"11)10 W, L. Gladstore.

Slr, B GO\ ernment IIouse, Montrm] 28 J"muary 1846.

My attention | having been  very carestly called by the members of the )
Executive Council of this provinee, to the apprehensions they have been led to
entertain, by discussions which have recently appeared in the English newspapers,.

‘pointing etronfrly toa change in the Corn Laws; 1 am induced at their earncst.

desire, even with no hetter foundation, to bring the subject under yout conside- -

~ ration by the mail which leaves this night, as the Jopportunitics for commumc't-

tion at this season are s0 mfrequent, as to produce inconvenient delays.

'lhe provmce of Canada is so vltlely mtcrested in' the question, that it is a

duty of the Executwe of the province to urge on the. ‘consideration of Her.

Majesty’s Ministers, a full statement of the necessxty of continuing a protection

to the colonial trade in wheat and flour, and of the eﬁect of. any. chanm,s by e

which the protccrmn hitherto given would be taken away.

The 1mprovemcnt of the internal communications by w'xter, in Canada, was

{undeltaken on the'strength of the advantage of exporting to England our sur-
~ plus wheat and four by Quebec.: Should no sueh advantage exist, the re- |
" venue of the plovmce to be derived from the tolls would faxl ‘The means
‘uf the provmcc to pdy prmmpal and ,ntcrest on the debt guamnteed by

En0hnd |




PRESUMED CHA\'GES I’\T TI]E COM’VIERCIAL POLICY ‘

]‘nnrl'md \\ould be dnmnmhcd, .md the woneral procperlty of the provmce
‘\\oul(l be so mat(,ually affcered, us to. reduce its revenue deriv ed from' com-

meree, thus rendering it a possible case, that the guarantee given to the public

‘ mcdxtors, would lmve to be rcsmted to by them, for the satlsfa(,txon of thelr:
- claims,

The larger pmtmn nearly dll of the surplus produce of’ Cmada, is glo\\n in

Jz,cé‘

the westun part of it, and 1if an enactment similar in principle to. the Duties =

“Drawback Law, should pass Congress, permitting Canadian produce . to pass
‘through the United States for shipment, and the English market was open to

]noduce slupped from American ports on as favourable terms as if shipped from

‘Canadian ports, the larger portion of the exports of Upp(,r Canada would find

its way through the canals of the state of New York, instead of those of Canada,

rendering the St. Lawrence eanals comparatively valucless. . The eflect of the
Dutics Drawback Law, has been to transfer the purchase of sugar, tea and many -

~ other goods to New le\ from whence nearly all of these ar tldcs for the supply
rof Uppel Canada arc now unportcd
Should such a change in the export of C‘madlan ploduce takc place, it will

‘not only injure the Canadian canuls, and forwarding trade, but also the shlppmo |

‘interest engaged in carrying these articles from Montreal.

A change in the Corn Laws, which would diminish the price Can’xdlan farmers

Scan now obtam would greatly affect the consumption of - British manufactures

“1n the provinee, which must depend on the means of the farmers to pay for them, -
An increased demand and consumption . has been very perceptible” for the last
two' years, and is mainly attributable to the ﬂouushmg (.(mdmon of the agricul-,

tural populahon of Upper Canada.

Evenif a relaxation of the system of p]'otectlon to the colonies is Sto be adol)ted :

" itis'of infinite conscquence that 1t should not be. suddeu. 'lhe ruin that cuch a } o

proceeding would cause, is incaiculable,

~The political consequences as to the Government of the colony mvolved in

- the foregoing suggestions are sufficiently obvious, as also must be  those arising
{rom the trade of Upper Canada, being as it were transferred from Montreal to

" New York.  This latter consideration belongs, however, less to the operation of

5 ‘thu Corn Jaws, though partially connected with that branch of the subject.
- I trust the lmportance of these observations will form a sufficient apology for

my int rudmo them upon you at this time, but as the subject to which they 1eiel ‘

owill inall plobablhty engage the carly attention of the British ‘Parlnment

I liave thought. it right that you should ‘have some previous knowledge of the

‘ uuumg any. such measure would lxave on the mtcrests of tlus colony.
o 3 | I havc &e.

(smned) Cathcart- .

‘--—N03——\‘
(\T 32.)

COPY of a DLSPA'I CH ﬁom thc Rxcrht IIonour'lble W E Gladstone to Governm - o

the, La\l Catlzcmt K.C.B.

M) Loxd e T Dowmno-strect 3 M'nch 1846.

I nave to ackxlo\\'ledcre the recelpt of your Despatch of the 28th of January
. (No. 7), relating to the prccted changes in the British Corn Law, deprecating
- such dmnges gunually in the interest of Canada, and, at the same time urging,
that -if there be a dctermination on the part of Parliament to a(lopt thLm itis
;mnch to be desired that they should not take immediate effect. = =
~ The interests of Canada have occupied the place. to which they are Juetlv
cntitled in the deliberations of Her Majesty’s Government upon this important
subject, and upon others which are akin to 1t. - At'the same time, I need hardly

" No. 3.
Mr Secrotmy
Gladstene to
Governor Earl
Catheart,
3 M'nch 1846

‘point out to your Lordship that there are matters in which consider ations, im- o
‘mediately connected with the supply of food for the people of this count1 y, and, 5

with the employment of its population, must be paramount.
Both in respect to.corn and in respect to timber, ‘Her Majesty’s Government

have determined to propose and to use whatever influence they may possess NI

“ fm the pur pose of carrying. tln ough P'uhameut 1he proposal that the alterations

“

32] “ ARV "\ 3 ; I E abOllt
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6  CORRESPONDENCE WITH CANADA RELATIVE TO

about to be made should be gmdual and among the motives which have led
them to this determination, has been the belief that this delay would be accept-
able, and would also be advantageous to the people of Canada. -

‘In order to supply you with some further evidence of their desire to consult
colonial wishes and interests in discharging their public dutics, 1 have to direct
your attentien to'a Schedule hereto anne\ed which exhibits the duties now
chargeable upon articles of agricultural produce when imported from the British
dominions abroad, and the clmxgea which it is intended to make in favour of the
colonial trade, by the immediate abolition or reduction of those duties. '

I trust that Canada may medy avail herself of the advantages which are
thus (for 1 venture to anticipate the favourable judgment of Parliament upon
these propusitions about to be submitted to it on the part of the Crown) about to
be placed within her reach. The desire of Her Majesty’s Government is, that
the trade of Canada may, in all respects, approach as nearly to perfect freedom
as the dispositions of its inhabitants and the exigencies of the public revenue
there may permit. . And in evidence of that desire, 1 may advert to my Despatch
(No. 19) of the 3d F ehruary, relating to the  provineial duty on the 1mportat10n‘

of wheat, and may again appnze you, that it is not the intention of Her Majesty’s
‘Government to check any disposition which Cunada may manifest, should such
‘be the case, for the repcal of that duty by thc mturposmon of the preroga-

tive.

- Farther, with regard to corn, Ihme much sansfwctmn in reﬂectm that if
Canada will have to enterinto competxtlou with the western states of Armrlcd,

and to engage in this rivalry. when no longer covered by any protective duty, at
least she will not be ealled to make the effort without Some advantages on her

“side. - Among them I reckon her light taxation; the assistance she has received

from British credit .md funds, in the construetion and improvement of her inter-

‘nal communications ; her more regular and steady course of trade with this -

~country; herlow Tar 1ﬂ so favourable to importation, and, on that account, power-
~fully tending to encourage her reciprocal commerce OllthI‘dS' some advantage -

in the point. oi proumlty as compared with the most westerly states of the
“Union, which are also her most formidable rivals in cheapness of production;
- and, lastly, the means of carriage without transhipments by the St. Lawrence,
which cannot be had by the way of the Erie canal. Shec will likewise have this

in her favour, that her corn trade will have become a settled one of some stand-
ing, with all its arrangements made and in full operation, while any r regular
commerce in that article from the United States must be a new. creatxon, and
must go throu«rh the processes attendmg 1ts aclf-adJuetment to urcumstanccs as
yet untried.

And ifit I)L true that New York offers some ‘advantages, ‘as (,ompared w1th
Montreul, particularly in regard to the rate of insurance; on the other hand, I
consider that the shipping of British North America has many advantages over

© that of the United States in the competition for freights, as it is constructed at far

~less' expense, 'uld is, I must assume, navigated wlth equal vigour and cqual
© economy.

It is bheyond donbt that Canada has folt a very invigorating mﬂucncc from

‘the augmented facility of access to the British market, whxch “she lias enjoyed
since the Act of 1843, and that it has perceptibly stimulated the extension of =

her agriculture.  But the average prices of wheat during the years 1843, 1844,
1845, “have heen only 50/10, 51 /’3 and 50/1 respectively. Not pl‘(:smnm“‘ to anti-

f‘cxpate, within any very close limits, what are likely to be the ruling prices of = .
this grain after a perfect freedom of trade shall have been established, 1 yet ven- -
' ture to think, that the most competent persons arc not generally of opinion that
" they will exhibit any reduction which shall place them greatly below the rates -
‘T have just cited ; and as I trust we may look forward to some. diminution in ;_] ‘

the cost of conveyance between the place of gTowth or grinding and Montreal,-
1 cannot participate in the apprehensions of thoso who conceive that the mea-
sure now under consideration will involve rum, or; anytluncr appI‘OdCllan to xt

‘to the trade in Canadian corn and: flour.:

1 trust, therefore, that the agricultural populatlon of Canada will look forward
without fear to a ‘change, of which it is probable that the effects will be far 1esa
violent, either for good or for the partial evils which may accompany such good,:

0

‘than many, prompted either by thelr hopes or theu‘ fears, have been forward to Q o
‘antlcxpate. . 3
‘ I now G




PRESU’VIED ClIANGES IN THE (,OM’\IERCIAL POLICY g

I now pass to the qucstlon of timber, which is of great moment with reference z

to the trade of Canada, although it has not the same 111terest as the sub_]ect of
corn for the mass of the popul'mon. ‘

I have much satisfaction in drawing your Lordslnp s aﬁ_ntxon to the fact, that ‘
R the colonial timber trade prospers under the operation of those changes in the
law, which were enacted in 1842, and which had taken full effect before the end .

of 1843. 1 subjoin a statement “of the number of loads of timber brought to
England from the colonics in cach of the last ten years, and of the number of
- loads of deals brought hither in each of the last three}ears, during which period

alone that mode of computatlon has been pursucd so far as relatcs to thls branch
: of the wood trade..

The increased facilities of lntemal transit in tlns country, mdependentlv of
the very great temporary demand conuected with the construction of the rail-
ways that are to cffect this great improvement, promise a considerable and per-
manent extension .of the market for foreign wood, an cxtension likely to be

accelerated, unless it be as to Scotland, by the progressive dmnnutxon of the,

home (rrowth of timber tln'ou"h the' United Kingdom.

The description of wood \\luch is supplied by the Br1t15h Nmth Amencan o
‘colonies, the yellow pine, is not ciiiefly to be regarded as competing with the -
- wood of the Baltlc, but rather as available for dlﬂel ent though concurrent uses.

Yor example, the increase of Baltic timber tending to encourage the constxuc-}

- tion of new buildings, by supplying the best mater rials for partxcul.n' portions of
them, has an effect not in hnntmn' but in extending the demand for Canadian

~_ timber, as furnishing the (-hcdpeet and 1nost convenient material for other por-
“tions, n'lmelv the inward fittings of the very same fabrics.

Her Majesty’s Government are not indeed prepared to assert that the question

of the relation between the duty on forcign timber and the colonial wood trade,

~ought to be adjusted with reference to ‘this consideration alone; and you will -
perceive, that they propose to retain a duty of 15s. per load upon imewn timber,

‘which:I apprchend may be considered as upon the average nearly covering the

47

T

difference between freights from  the Baltic and those hom Brltlsh Nmth‘ o

America to the United Kmtrdom

' Not only are they free from the apprehensnon that the proposed remission of‘;‘ !
10s. per load on foreign timber, and 12s. on foreign deals, will cause a contrac- -

tion of the trade from British North ‘America;. but they are sanguine in the

.. anticipation that that trade will contmue uoththst'mdmfr the proposed chancre,
. to extend itself.

. The reduction of the duty on colonial tunber and’ deala, to a nommal amount
- which took place in 1842, involved the sacrifice of a considerable revenue, and

- that sacrifice may, I trust, have tended, and may still serve to convince the

inhabitants of Canada that it has been the eamest desire of Her ) Majesty, in

affording relief to Her people at home, by the changes effected in the commer-

cial laws of the empire, to obviate, as far as po<51b1e, the inconveniences, and to

extend the benefits which those chantros might tcnd to produce for other ‘pOI‘thllS
‘of her subjects.

~ This country has. taken upon itself the serious ' tasL of l‘LfOl'lnlllO‘ its own
- commercial system, in opposition to what appears to be the prcvmlmo- dxsposl-
' tion among other nations, and to bear testimony to the world, and to put in

_ action the powerful influence of example in favour of sound prme\ples of trade.
- Her Majesty’s Government trust that the efforts of the British Legislature in this -

respect may be seconded, their range extended, and the example rendered yet

more impressive, not only by the acquiescence, but by the approval and the

- active co-operatxon of the Leﬂlslaturcs and the mhabxtants of the colonies.

f“

I llave, &c

(excrned) W.E. Gl(?dstone.

S e, o ;V‘V‘A4“ o IRUS EDC\‘()SUY‘? )
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o - Encl. 3, in No. 3.

-

Kingdom.

s CORRESPO\IDE\TCE \VITII CAN

" Enclosurc 1,in No. 3..

\C]H‘,DULL of certain Atticles of AcricuLTuRAL PropucE of the British Dominions
* Abroad with the present and propowd Dutxez thereon, on lmpormtwn mto the United

ADA RLLATIVE TO

+

Pcarled Barley

‘Bean Meal, -

Oats - - - -

- Oatmeal =~ - -

- percut.

Butter - - - - - | - percuwl
Buck that ' - - . - peryr.
Cheese - = - - - - . - percul,
‘Hams - . - - = - - - percut.
~ Hops - = - - - - percut.
Maize or Indian Com - - - e -
Ditto Meal - - - - - - -
Potatoe Flour - - - - - -
Skins, manufactured '~ - - - -
Starch - - - -~ =« =~ percut.
Tallow - - - - - - percut.
Tongues - - - = - percwt
‘ﬂceds Canaty - - - ' - perbush
‘ - Carraway, ‘ ;
Carrot, - - = - percut
Clover, ‘ J ‘ ‘
" leek, 1 ‘
~Opion, § -~ -~ P7 cwt.
Mustard - - - - per bush.
Other Seeds - - - S
© Animals, living - - - - - -
Bacon - - - - - - percwtl
Beef -~ - - - - - percwt
Cmnberries - - - - ‘ ‘f -per gal
}Ia'y = - : ' peT l()ad
. Salted Meat not othermse descnbed
Pork, salted (not Hams) - - - -
Potatocs o= - - = e pm‘ cwt.
Other V e"etables - - - - -
Barley - - - - - per q;,
Rye, ‘ ‘
Pease, . - - - - - per qr..
" Beaus, J .
Barley Meal, - e - - - -
Rye Meal, {(not admitted under present law
Pea Mea!, - - - - -

| per gr.
- per 1813 1.

PRESENT DUTY.

'"PROTPOSED DUTY.

2s. 6d.
5S.

from 6d. to 2s.6d.

2s. 6d. .
3s. 6d.
£.4. 105

from 6d. to2s. 6d.

prohibited
20 per cent. ad val.
10 per cent. ad val.

 os.

3d.
2s. 6d.
.28,

5s.

10s.

- 6d.

5 per cent. ad val.
‘various rates
.38 6d.

2s.
1d.

) 8s.
per cwt.
per cwt.
1d. :

2} per cent. ad val.

from 2. 6d. to 6d

2s.
2s.

from 3s. to 6d

from 2s. to Gd.
from 2s. to 6d.

Enclosure 2 in No. 3.

NUMBER of LoADs of 'l‘nmm Imported from the Britisk Colomes in North Amertca in
: ‘ “each of the last Ten Years. ‘ ‘

6d.
©2s.6d.
C1s.
1s. 6d.
2s.
£.2, 5s.
1s.
per cuwt. ald.
per cwt. 1s.

5 per cent. ad val.
{2s. 6d., and after
1 Feb. 1849, 1s. -

‘ 1d. ‘

2s.

per cwt. 25, 6d.

per cwt. 25, 6d.

per cwt. 2. 6d. |

per cwt. 74 d.
2} per cent, ad val.
free. -

-

free.

”‘15‘, ‘.
1s.!
Jl'percwt.tiid. ‘

1s.
pcr cwt. 4} d.

L OAK PLANK,‘ ‘ ' TIMBER: AL
. YEARS. o [nches thick,| ~ TEAK. ' | Fin Otk &., | WAINSCOT =&
‘ " , : ‘ . 8 Inches square, CLOGS.- - .. .
: or upwards. - - or upwards, : IR
‘ o Loads. Loads. " Loads. ~Loads. .
1836 ~ - - - 2 - -] 525645 L=
1837 - - - - 2 - -1 545,361 —
‘1838 ~ - - - - S T - = 560,621 —
1839 - . - - - 3 - <] 562,398 -
1840 .~ - - - ;3 - - 646,953 . 85
1841 - - . - - 2 - -] 633,040 —_
1842 = - - - 1 - -1 875202 —_
1843 - - - -l - - - -] 578,172 —
L1844 - - - -y~ - - - - 45,820 —
S 1845 - - - -{- - - - -1 796,515 —_




PRI’bU\lI’D ("‘HANGEb IN THF COMMFRCIAL\POLIL\ 9

M

Nummzv of LOADs of DEAL> Imported in each of the last 'l‘hree Years. “

" Of which were from

‘ ‘ British Colonies.
T Loads. |- Loads.
1843 . - - - 609,693 ' 340,688
C 1844 - 0 - - L T27,456 395,066
1845 -0 - =1 B84,453 | . 193,826
— I\o. 4. —

(\To.

ExTRACT ;)f a DESPATCH from the Rl"’]lt Honoumble W. E. Gladstonc to

Govwnor the Earl Cathcart, x.c. B., dated Dowmnfr-street, 3 Februalv 1846.

You will not invite any discussion upon the subject of the law recently passed
in Canada for the imposition of a duty of 3s. per quarter upon wheat imported
from the United States. ' If it should be agitated by others, I do not consider
it probable that you can be urged to take any decisive measure in respect to it
during the approaching Session; but I advert to it lest gour Lordship should
fecl any embarrassment in determmmrr whether this should be considered as a
measure appertaining properly to prov Tncial interests, which it is the policy of

No. 4.
Mr. Secretary . -
Gladstone to
Governor Earl
Cathcars,
3 lebmary 1846

- 'this ‘country to commit to the guidance of the pxovmclal lemslature, or whethel

f '1t is to be viewed as a matter of imperial concern. :
* Although your Lordship will not invite or promote. the rcconsxderatlon of
that law, There is no British interest so involved in it as to Tequire you to insist

- upon the sort of compact on which it may be thought, from the cxrcumstances o{
- its origin, to rest, as an objection to the revival of the question.

o If the public sentiment of Canada should appear to be decidedly. unfavour-
| f‘able to its continuance, although I ‘do not think such a contingency highly

o probable, that sentiment will probably find some mode of formal approach to

~your Lordship, and in such case, though in such case only, you areat full liberty
' to express your willingness to enter into communication with Her Majesty’s
- Government on the sub_]ect avmdmo, so far as is possible, any more specific

o intimation, inasmuch as it cannot:be adequately considered, either by. your

~Lordship or by me, withouc some reference to the course ‘which domestic pollc\
imay take dmmrr the current year ‘

o o “:——N
~ (No.30.) .
‘Cow of a DESPATCH from Governor the Edll Catlzcmt K.'C. B., to the Rmht
: ‘ Honourable W. E. Gladstone.

‘ o ' Government House, Montreq]
Sm, ‘ oo o L © . '927 March 1846.

I susmir herewnth an Address from the Legxslatwe Assembly of Canada to the -
Queen, praying that the Just claims of this provmce may not be overlooked in
- the contemplated chancres about to take place in the commercial polxc) of the

- Empire, and that all grain, wheat and flour imported into the United Kingdom
‘from Canada may be admitted on payment of the smallest possible specific duty, |

No 5
Governor Earl
Cathcart to Mr.

' Secretary Glad-

stone, - o
.27 March 1846, .

~and I' beg leave to recommend that the same may be brouoht under the favoul—‘ L

ahle consideration of Her Majesty. - ‘

~ Lest the omission in this address of any acknowledo ment for the measure of
protection proposed by Her Majesty’s Ministers to be extended to Canada, as.
announced in your despatch of the 3d instant may attract observation or appear
ungracious, it seems proper to state, that this despatch was not communicated

“to the Assembly in time to have been considered by them' previously to the:

‘adoption of this address, which was supported by an unanimous vote. = The usval -

forms of the House were dispensed with, in: order that it might be presented to |

o
me in time for transmxesmn by tlns nml for Encrland which closes this cvemug

I have, &c.
 (signed). Calhcmt

L3R ‘j KU o B - Enclosure




Erclosure in No. 5.

' No. 6.
Mr. Secretary
Gladstone to-
“Governor' Earl
. Catheart,’

18 April 1840.

W CORRE: mwm \*u« WlTll CAN. \1) 1:12L‘;\'1?11\f15 TO -

Enclomne in 1\0. 5.

Fo TUE ()UFL\' 5 \wsT E\vLu rw \L\.mﬂv,

\lo~t Cnauous Sovereign,

W, your ‘\Ia)esty most dutiful ~1nd on'll \llb‘)eds, the Commons of Canada, in Pro-
vincial Parament gssembled, humbly approach Your Majesty for the purpose of L\pressmu
our carnest hope, that in the great changes in commercial policy now contemplated by Your
Majesty’s Gov ermnment, the just claims of this Province, as an integral portion of the British
Empire, will not be oxulool\cd and that your Majesty will be wuuously pleased to recom-
wend to Parliament, that whc'lt flour, and wheat and peas, and all grain and meal from all
descriptions of grain and pulw unportcd into the Umted l\mvdom from Canada, may be
admitted en the payment ot the smallest possible specific dutv, not e\ceedmﬂ 2 penny
the qu.utcr e

o (\wncd) Allan N. 7|Iucnab Speal\er. ;
.uuhhtne Assembly lhll ‘ ‘
Thursduy, 26 March. 1846.

‘ _ —-—\TO () —
(No. 560.)
Cory of n ])I PATCI] hom t]w Rmht Honou xble W' T Gla(htom' ‘to
(ruu,mm' thc E ul (al/um[ . B.
My Lmd f o Do“nmm@twot 18 Apl‘ll 1846.
T uave received and Im(, laid before the Queen, the Address to Her Ma]esty
from the ““Commons of Canada, in ]’rovmcml Parlinment assembled,” dated the

‘26th of Mareh 1846, and enclosed in your Lmd«hpr do~patch of ‘the °7th ofv
‘the same month (No. 30.)

I have received the Queen’s commands to instruct your LOldahlp to convcy to‘ -
the House of Genual A«cmbl\ the assurance of Her Majesty’s gracious desire
and intention to pay every regar d to the commercial interests of Candda, cven in
the consideration of measures which must be regarded as mamly and properly

- appertaining to the internal condition of this (,ommv which may be compatlble o

with justice to other classes of Her subjeets.

- I amfurther commanded by the Queen to state, that ln\'lng consulted IIu'] PR
confidential advisers on the questions hrought under Her notice in this Address,

and having been pleased to approve and adopt the opinions submitted to Her by ,
them on that subject, Her Majesty Las directed e to explain to your Lordship.
those opinions, as Lompnsmn the substance of the answer, \shlch Her M.qg%y ‘
has to return to the Address of the House of Assembly. ‘
- As respects the question immediately atfected by the Addre Her Majesty’s
Government are of opinion, that the reduction of the duty ou Canadian wheat,

‘from 15.t0 1 d., would fail to have the Lﬁo(,t wlnch th“ A~semblv have, it 15 © -
probable antici p(zted and desired.

Use and convention, rather tlmn any. '11)~t1"1ct prmup](,, have e~tab11~hed the
rule, that in the Customs Law of this country, 1s. per quarter shall be regarded

" as the stand(u'd of a nominul or register duty upon corn. . To 1'uluce the chaloe
“upon forcign corn to a rate (,mr('spondmg with this description, Her 2 VI'!JGSfyS

Govcrnmult stands pledged to Pmlmment, and if Her Majesty’s Government

" were to concede the request which is preferred, the effect would not be ‘the

establishment of a minute preference, amounting to 114. per quarter in favour of

-Canadia grain as against the foreign article; but it would without doubt be this,
that the same reduction would be o.pphed bv Parliament to foreign grain also, )
‘and an entire cquahty between the two would thus be still maintained, - - .

For this reason, Her Majesty’s Government are of’ opinion, that it would not;‘%»

* be expedicnt to propose to Parliament the. altemtxon ‘whlch it is th(, ob_]ect of the

Address to recommmd : {.

. .I.lm‘&c.‘ :
(:mncd\ - IV E bladstone.




) PRESUMI D CIIA\’GLS I\T THL CO\IMEPCIAL POLICY

‘ ‘ [ — NO. ‘. ‘ ‘
(\om) RS ‘
CO]’Y of a DESPA’I CII from Gow ernor the Earl Catlzcart K. C. n to the Rmht
IIonourable W. L. (rlaa'stone.

8ir, ‘ Government IIouse, Montreal I‘ebruary 1846.
AT the request of the Montxeal Board of Trade; I have the honour to tmnsmxt
thc accompan_ymo' petmou addreased to you by that body
: 1 have &e. ‘
(swned) Cathca; t

Enclosure in No. 7.

, To ﬂle Rwht IIonoumbIe lellam Gladstone, a.p. Her] \deesty s Pnnmpal Secxetary
S ‘ -~ of State for the Colonies.

The Petmon of the. Montleal Board of Trade,

Humbly showeth,
- TuaT your petitioners have observud Her Ma)esty s Govemment have propoced to Parlia-
ment_a material alteration in the duties on foreign bread-stuffs imported into the United
' Kingdom, preparatory to an ultimate reduction of the same to a duty of 1s. per quarter.
_'That hitherto Her Majesty’s Government have acted on the principle of affording favour to

ﬁ/

No 7.

“Governor Earl

.- Catheart to Mr.
" Secretary Glad-
- stone.

25 Febru;‘nry 1846.:

\ :

Euclosure in I\o. 7. ‘

tbe produce of Canada, and in accordance, therewith, passed a law in the year 154‘3 admit-. .

ting into Great Britain Canadian wheat at a dnty of 1s. per quarter, and flour at a relative

_ rate, conditionally upon the maintenance of the Provincial law imposing a local dut) of 3s.
. per quarter on foxu«m wheat i 1mpor rted into the province.

That as the proposed Imperial law departs from the principle upon \»lnch the Provincial

hw above referred . to was founded, and neutralizes the favour accorded to Canadian bread-

- stufls, your petitioners humbly hope Her ’\lajesty s Gmernment will be pleascd to recommend |

- the repeal of the suid Provincial Act.

‘That by the alterations: lately propmed in the Imperl'ﬂ Parhament the : protcctlon on

Canada wheat and four, will be so much dunlmshed that they cannot compete wnh hke
articles from the United Siates, .

That a protection of even 1s. a quarter, small as it rmv appear, will. aid in securmo to
‘Canada . a share of the North-western American trade, to the encourawement of Brmsh ‘

~shipping.

"That unless some protection be mven o produce 1mportcd by way of the St. Lawrence,

the pubh(, works, constructed at a vast expense, and for the completion of which a loan was
riised in England guaranteed by Her Majesty's Govemment, instead uf being a. somce of
©revenue will become charge to the province.

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray, that so much’ of the Impeual Act & 6 Vlct
¢. 49, as imposes a duty of 2s. per barrel on foreign flourimported into Canada he lepcaled
~and that grain, flour and meal from Canada, of whatever ongin, be allo“ed to be imported
into the United Kingdom duty free. ‘ S

And your petltxoners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. ;

\sugned) G' .Moﬁatt
chsulent of the Montreal Board of T rade.

“I\Iontrcal, 25 February 1846. o TR & :edmck N lV:llson, Secletary

: —-—No 8 —_ ‘
(No 48 ) o i o
g COPY of a DESPATCH from the Rwht Honour'lble W L' (rlad.stone to
Gove1 1101 thc Earl Cathcart, K.C.B. =

’\'Iy Lord SRR S DowmnO'-street 1 Apul 1846.
I HAVE received your Lordslnp s despatch, No. 19, of the 25th February last,
~in which you enclose a memorial fromn the Board of ‘Frade at Montreal, praying,
- that in consideration of the injury. which the ‘memorialists appre]wndcd from
 the anticipated change in the Comn Law of this country, Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment would recommend the repeal of the Provincial Act, imposing a local duty

~of 3s. per quarter on forelgn wheat imported -into C'mada that the Imperial

1\0.

Mr Secretary |

Gladstone to Go- ” P
verpor Larl Catn-

cart..
1 Apnl 1846

duty of 2s."per: barrel “on' foreign flour brought into the province may be -

repealed, and that grain, flour and meal, of whatever ougm may be mtroduced
~ from Canada into the United Kingdom free of duty. | :

- The despatelies noted in the margin, which T have had occasion to addless to
~ your Lordship on the subject of the trade of Canada, will have already explained

1‘he views whlch, i common w1th my colleadues, I entertain- w1th respect to the

No. 19, page g. o
No. 32, page 5. -

.31‘; o B &2 O apprehensmns Lo




‘No. 9.

" Governor Earl
" Cathcart 1o Mr.
Secretary G\ad- ‘

stone,
2,, \I'xrch 1846

* Enel.in No. Q.
: IR '\Tﬂ]ostv s Government of 2 new system of contmercial poliey, at variance with L);(M' mmms B
- of protection and old established ]nmuplo« \\hwh have hitherto been acted, upon m regu-

tlu. dccomp'm)mﬂ petmon uuhw«cd to you h\' ﬂldt bod}

12 CORRLbl’ONDIu\CF 1\ 1Tl (;A\ADA RLLATIVL TO

‘IPPT(‘II(’I)\I()IIQ of the erd of deo of \I(mm .1], or of otl)vr parnc~ mm]mly“

situated, as to the effeet in Canadac of the .drm‘umn of the English Corn Law,

if it be pxw'd it conformity ‘with the views of Her Nqustb 5 (:()\C]‘nunvnt
But as it is necessary that { ~houhl return o distinet answer to the munurm]
which is now before me, 1 have to instruet your Lov dship to acquaint the memo-

- rialists, that if Parliument. shall adopt the | changes in the Corn Law of this

country which have been submitted to their dul:bu'.xtwn,‘llcr Majesty’s
Governmment will regard the local duty of 3s..0on corn as an C\duandy pro-
vinelal cquestion, and if the Legislature of Canada shall tInuL it expedient to
pass an Act for the repeal of that duty, Her \]dj(}*h \\111 not be 'ul\hcd to dis-
allow the measure.

"2, You will state to thc mcmormlMa t]mt, .ucmdmo to thc‘new of Her
Majesty's Government, any proposal to alter the imperial duty on flour imported -
into Canada should follow, . and be deLndLnt on, but should not PI'CL.(.'(,[U thc,

“abrogation of the 3s. duty on wheat. -

‘

. That with respect to their ‘11)p11(:’1t10n for tlm frec introduction mto thz:-
rmmfr\ of umm, flour and meal of whatever origin,. Her Mujesty’s Govern-

ment regret that tlwv do not think it entirely cmnpan)rlc with the spirit of -
the cmmmm.d treatics between. this country. and other. powers, to revive the

system which once prevailed, of'.dlowum the troduction of froods from colonies

at, culom.nl dullc~ wn,h reference, not tu thcu' origin, but solelv to thur leu, ui

(\Il()]f

I have, &e. o |
(signed). W L. Gla(lstoue.

> o ‘-—-No“)—-—-i
(No. 27.)

| 1COPY of a DLbPA’l CIT imm Govemor the F'ul Latbcatt K.C. B., to tlu, Rl"ht

Honoumblc H E. Gladatone
Sir, | ' Government Hou%, Montl'cal, 25 i\l'll'(,[l 1546,
ATt zhc rcqu(«t of the Quchee Board of Trade, T have the Ilonour to forward

‘ I Imve, &('.
(ancd) Cutheart.

Endoqm ¢ in N) ‘)

To the, Rmht Honourablc W L. Gladstone, Her M'l_]est) s Mnustcr of State fot thc
‘ ; - Colonies, &e. &e. &e. ‘ ‘

lho Quebee D yoard of T mde by this their PLntxon, r
Respectfully represent, ‘ -
Tuar your petitioners observe’ \\11]1 deep anxiety thc (rmwnphted adnptmn by Her

atine the trade of Great Britain and her pussessions abroad, -

That the introduetion itit tlw hnpm tul Parliament of measures, the np(' ration of which
will immediately deprive the provinee of . Canada of a grent portion, and at no distant period
of all the proteetion her produce now enjoys in the markets of the United Kingdom, should
be received by your pe ttioners with .umuty and alurm, cannot be a matter of swrprise.

‘ (“ommruf as - vour petitioners arve of the d&uv of Her Majesty’s Government to
encourtge the commerce, of the colonial ]l0-~c~~10xls in North' America;, aud promote the
welfare of. Tler Majesty's’ Hﬂ\l(( 3 therein 3 and convineed, also, that any ligislative

measures, ple‘]u(hu.\l to the North, American colonies, must e’ pl(Jll(]lU.l] to the duppm«r '
and other great interests of: Great Britain, they beg |(~spc(Uul]v to hring under your con- ..

sideration cmt i sugeestions, which it appears ‘to them would, it curried out be ])umﬁudl to

“the Lnlmm-s wnd the parent smto \\h'm, interests ave mq-p‘n.ﬂ)le o

‘That in Session of st vear, tlw ,mwuw ui the United States of America enuctcd a ]aw

(called the Drawbuck Law), allowing a remission of the duties on British and other foreign ..
- munufactures and produce mnpmtul mto the United States, on the same being c\pmted mhmd S

into Canada; and o Bill is now:in. mntmnplatmn to wlow the udu\ponaunn of Canadian. '~

- produce through the territory of the Unitud States toan Atldlmc slnppmu poxt on e\pmtatwn L |

to (ireat Britain and other foxmnn cmmtxwx frec.
That the question will no ‘daulit sug«_gest itself to wu \\hethor the‘ atuml nﬁ‘t.ct of thm

‘sr(luune faw will not gradually, sxlenﬂy and nnpmu‘publ\?(,w-n to rhcmselw« wean the & -
~ inelinations of the -ub[euL> of Great Britain from their true allégiunce to the p‘ue nt state, . -
cind Dins their minds in fivour of a closer connexion with a forcign country, through which = . -
‘the Il.llhp()lt of their merchandize and. prodice iz m(uur. ﬂ(*d, .md ‘-l (‘hnq-qu(nt more
‘ trcqucnt mteuour:g \mh 1t\ mlmbxmnts produwd : ‘

lh'lt-}
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That the Op(x.\tmn of this taw has b(- en mmtly to increase ‘the infand nnportatmn into:

Canada of various articles, the pmducv of forcign countries, such us- teus, wine,' fruit, sugar,

cofee, molussas and others, 50 much as 1o causé a sensible (lnunmtmn of the m\pmt of these

articles by the St. Lawrence,; and your petitioners, in corroboration of the. statement, solicit

Syour a.ttmt\(m to the fact, that in the article of sugar ‘alone, the mportationinto Canada, from

~ Ahe port of Oswegn, in the United States, amounted in 1845 to 1,600 hogsheads, and previouns

0 the enactment of the Drawback Bifl, the exportation from that port did: not amount. to

50 hogsheads, and (urt,h(,r, that the unpmtahon of Muscovado sugar, by the river St. Law-

. rence, in 1843 was 8,177 -5:51 pmmd cand in 1845, 2,393, 240, hunw a dmuuutlon of
5,324, 341 pounds, .
That the cause of the m(:ro'tsed mhmd 1mpormuon=, into Canada of these artxdes through

the United States, and the diwinution of the imports by the chaunel of the river St. dercuce
s, in the opinion of your petitioners, to be attributed to the American Drawback Bill. T he
existence of the imperial dutics on imports by the St. Lawrence, and the hxuher tolls on our '
. canals, as compared with the tolls in the United States.
‘ That the effect of the existence of the imperial duties on imports by sm, in con_)um,tlon‘ ‘
- with the Drawback Bill, is to erect a burrier to the passage through ouar caials, of the por-
" duce of foreigu countries and British nmnufacturm, and. to neutralize the benefit to be denved -
by Her } 1\Lgtnsty s subjects in Canada, in constructing those magnificent works at un enor-
mous expense, and, in fact, to enact a penalty on their buxw used, @ state of things that never
could have been (-ontnmpl\ltud when these works were commenced. -
Your petitioners, therefore, wsp(,ctﬁllly suggest, that the mnpenal dutus under the Act of ,
% & 9 Vict., c. 98, on afl flour and provisions imported into this province by inland navigation,
be mpwlcd 'md that such urticles so- imported aud conveyed tlm)u"h the channel “of the
river St. Lawrence, to a shipping port, should acquire a colonial dmmctu‘, and be admitted
vinto the United I\mndom on the same terms as the produce of the province, aud that the
‘ m\& erial duties on dll unportaunns by scaonly be also repealed,
our petitioners presume to suppose that these measur es would not dnLcﬂy or m(hrectly ‘
e prejudicial to British interests, while they would secure to this province a large inlund -
carrying-trade, employ British (,apltdl create an extra demand for labour, increase “the con-
Qumptmn of British manufactures, augment the revenue of our splendid canals, and above
all, give further employment to British shipping, es.p(-cm]]y in the conveyance of flour and
provisions imported. infand: for exportation. to Buitish ports, which is made manifest: by
- consideration of the fact, that upwards of one-third of their cost eoisists in the incidental
. charges of inland transportation’ and Atlantic freights; and your petitioners further presume
to suppose, that an- extensive inland trade once - established through the channel of the
St. Lawrence, would continue to flow in that direction 'mu the cause. " that dl\ erted 1t from -
other outlets 10 the ocean hud ceased to exist. ,
Your: pot\tmnm: percetve that the article ‘of timber is one of‘ those w]nch it is mtondcri
by Her l\['gc~tv s Ministers to protect to a certain extent, by reducing the present differential
- duty from 255 to 155, per load; but they beg to ‘observe, that the px@cnt is an apparent,
not a real protection, inasmuch ‘as the average rate of freight between timber imporied from
the Baltic and North America, is fully 205, per load in favour of the Bultic, from the greater
* distunce from America to Great Britain, reducing thereby the real protection to about 55.
per loud 5 and if the apparent pr ot(,ctmn is reduced to 135, per load as contewplated; it wul
i eflect be equivalent to a prawium in fuvour of Baltie timber of 5s. per load; and it is
m\pmt.mt also 1o observe, that that very distance which thus places colonial timber i in so
disadviimtageous @ position, mukes the North American colonial trade the mcnt nulsu'y fox “
British seanen, and pronotes the shipping interests of the United I\mndom. ,
Your petitioners, therefore r(«pectmﬂv suggest, that the proposed Teduction of dutv on
- Baltic timber of 5s. per ]cmd sth April 1:;4:; s, bth Apil’ 1848, be reduced to 2s. 6d. ‘
per foad ut those respective d.m.s ; md that tht, contcmplau.d wductlon i 'the duty on saw n : SR
'tlmbcl be reduced plopomouatdy ‘ ‘ :

By oxder of the Councxl of thc Board of Trade,

DA s N : (swu(,d) W, Walker, (L 5. ), Plesldem
- Quebee, 16 Mai‘chlSéﬁ.‘ S o IV btewnson, Hon. Sce, ‘

- No. 10 -

‘  (-"0.3:.)‘ . R ‘
(Jumt of a DLSPA’I CH irom (xovcrnm' the Tarl Caihc(nz‘ K. c. B., tu tin,

R Rwht Honowrable . k. Glad\l(mc A ” Nq."‘l(‘l-z
L Siv, - ‘ * Government IIousc Monne'ﬂ 7 M.nch 1%6 Governor Easl -
At the lcque‘:t of the Montleal Board. of Trade, 1 submit for your considera. Catheart to Mr.

, Secretary Glad-
~tion w Memorial addressed to” you by that body pmymg the 1'chul of certain stone,
- duties inposed by the, Twperial Statute 4°& 5 V Ict, ¢ 49 upou various. artlch,s 27 March 1846
mnpmtul into Cauada from i01 eign states, : : :
‘ C I Imve, &c.

(smued) \ Catlzcar

,

32L e Exlclosux‘c




Encl.in No.1o.

~ No. 11.

" Mr. Secretary - ‘

' Gladstone to Earl
Cathcart,
" 4 May 1846,

" gCORRESPONDENCE:’:WI‘TH‘ CANADA RELATIVE TO

anlosure in No 10.

h
I

To the Right ]lonourablc it Vcllwm Gladstone, m.v., 1ler M‘l_](.%ty s Prmcxpal Secretary
‘ of State for the bolomes . ‘ ‘

‘ 'l he NIL'\IORIAL of the 1\Iontrml BO'ud of 'llade

Humb]y =h(meth, “ ‘ ‘ ‘

- TrAT your memorialists observe Hel i\hjeqt) s Government lmvc plopoced to Parlmment S

certain lewcs in'the customs’ duuc& of Great Britain, under which salted pmvx:xons and
vmone other aiticles are to be at once .1dmltted into tll(.. Tuited I\mndom duty free.

‘That by the Tmperial: Act 5 & 6 Viet.,, c. 49, salted prmmuns, and many of the

articles above referred to, are Tizble to heavy “duties when imported into Canada from foreign
- states; and it appears. to your memoriulists, that to maintain such. duues in Canada, while -

they are' abandoned in the United l\nwdom, will have a most injurious cffect on the trade =
of this colony, and will prevent it realizing any advantages which may. be derived from
becoming the chaunel through which a poxtlon of the pxovmons of the Umted States may
reach the British market. ‘
Wherefore, your mcmormhsts humbly pray Her M'ge:ty s Gover nment wﬂl recommend to
Parliament the. repeal of the Imperial duties on all such articles imported into Canada, as
by the proposed Customs’ Duties Bill may be admitted duty free into t]le Umtcd Kmvrdom. ‘
And your memonahsts, as in duty bound wx]l ever pray. ‘ : ‘
‘ ‘ o (signed) G ]l[qﬂ'att, :
o ‘ Presndent of the M ontxe'ﬂ Board of Trade.
Montrcal, QG‘March 1816. ‘ .
o Frederich N Wzllson, Secnehry.

—-—’\To 11 - ‘ : ‘

~ (No.6 2) P T

COPY of a DESPATCH from the Rmht Honourable IV E Gladstone to Govemor L
the L:nl Cutlzcmt K. C. B. :

Vly Lord o o | Dovsmnrr-street 4May 1846.

‘1 nave o acknowledge the recexpt of ynur deapat(,hes, Nos. 27 and 31, in

which you enclose addresses to myself from the Boards of Trade at Quebec and .

o Montreal, pray ing for the repeal of certain provisions in the Tmperial Enactments, -

5 & 6 Vict,, c. 49 and 8 & 9 Vict., ¢. 93, the continuance of which, it is repre- o

| sented will senonclv affect the txade of Canada, if the proposed a]tcmtlons in
: the commercial policy of this country should be sanctioned by Parliament.
- I have to instruet your Lordship to acquaint the memorialists, in answer, that e

the interests of Canada continue to engage the lively solicitude of Her ’\Lgmty

‘Governm(.nt but that they bave fclt 1t their: dutv to decline - acceding to the -
request that the systewm denominated “ naturalization of goods may be intro-

duced into the pwdmo law, upon grounds which they conceive to be of such .

force as to leave thcm no option.: Her Majesty’s  Government, are, how. . =
ever, by no means similarly pledged or disposed to refuse consideration to the
question, how fur the Imperial duties chargeable in Canada ‘may’ be susceptible "

of alteration with advantage, though they’ entertain the opinion that it would be

‘premature to enter upon that subject without, further knowledge than we now '

possess of ‘the sentiments of the various parties interested in it. With respect

to the article of timber, adverted to in the memorial of the Board of Trade:

of  Montreal, your Lordshlp will observe to the Memorialists, that Parlia-
ment has already declared itself on that' question in unison with the views

of Her Majesty’s Government; but your Lordship. will be pleased likewise' .
'to add, that Her M(‘gcstv S Gmernment are firmly pmeuaded that the British: =

North Amencm timber, from its own uscful properties, and with the aid of the -

- reduced protectlon \\luch it 1s propo:cd to retain,as well as from- ihe energy" co

and intelligence of those who trade in it, and their command of cqplml wxll
continue to hold its place in the British maxket ‘ B
‘ : o . ‘ 1 ha\ o, &c

(slgned) W L‘ Gladstonc. ) |
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—_— NO‘ 19, — | )
(No. 42) ‘ ‘ S B
COPY of a DESPATCH l'rom Govemor the E'u'l Catbwr K . C. n to the
Rrglrt Honourable W. E. Gladstone. |

Sn‘, G S Government House, Montreal 28 Aprrl 1846. 'No. 12.
Ix order that you may bo made acquainted at an early period with the views Govertor Eurl
Catheart to Mr,
.entertained by the Legislative Assembly of Canada in regard to the measures g ary Glud-
which it appears e\:pedrent for them to '1dopt consequent on the contemplated stone, - L
- abolition of the duty on corn, and other important changes in the commercial = 28 Aprll 1346- |
- policy of the empire, which have been sabmitted to the deliberation of the Im- '
perial Parliament, I have the honour to enclose for your information a copy of -
seven Resolutions that have passed in a committee of the whole House. L
These Resolutions were introduced by the Inspector-general, and carried,
under the supposition that Her Majesty’s Ministers would succecd in carrying’
through the measures submitted by them to Parliament, and it is understood
that' the euactlno' oi the provrsrons whr(,h tlrey contam is to be contmtrent on.
that event ‘ S : ‘

L S | Ihave, &c :
BV | o , ‘ Catlz(art

Enclosure in No 1‘7 ‘
- SEVEN Rr.sow'rrons reported from a Committee of the whole House

1. Resolved,—That, in the opinion of this Committee, it is expedlent that S0 much of the EncloérireinNo.re. -
Act 6 Vict., c. 31, as relates to the imposition of a duty of 3s.sterling per quartu on f01elon ’ s a
wheat nnported into this province, be repealed.—Yeas 42; Nays 28, "

2. Resolved,—That a duty of 3s. sterling per quarter be lmposed upon all forewn wheat

v rmported into this provmce, except for tlxe purpose of exportation, or to be ground n bond

for exportation.

, 3. Resolved, ———llmt in tlre oplmon of tlns Commrttee, it is e\pedrent that so much of tlle 1
- Schedule of duties 1mposed l)y the Act 8 Vict,, c. 3, as relates to the imposition of a duty.of
- 3s. sterling per quarter on'maize, or Indian corn, lmported into this - provmce lrom aforewn '
country, be repealed ~—Yeas 43; Nays 23.
4. Resolved,—That a duty of. 3s. sterling per quarter be mlposed upon all forelcfn maue,
or Indian cown, introduced into this prov ince except for the purpose of exportation.”
5. Resolved,~That, in the opinon of this Committee, it is expedient that so mu(,lr of the
" Schedule of duties 1mposed by the Act 8 Vict., c. 3, as relates to the imposition of a duty .
~upon Muscovado, clayed bastard and other sugars not refined, imported into this province,
be vepealed.:
‘ 6. Resolved,~T hat a duty of 7s. 6d. sterlmcr per cwt be_imposed upon M uscovado, P
+ clayed, bastard and all other sugars ndt refined, 1mported mto thrs plovmce (Preaent duty
9s. 4 d sterling)~—Yeas 41; Na)s 29. - .
. 7. Resolved,—That, in addmon to the articles cmrmerated in the Schedule to the s'ud ‘
- Act 8 Vict., ¢. 3, on which duties are imposed, all descuptlons of dye—woods be subJect to‘
rmd clxarged wrth an ad 'valorem duty of one per (.ent ‘

Resolved ——That in the- oprmon of tlus Commlttee, it is expedlent tlrat s0 much of the‘
Schedule of duties imposed by the Act 8 Vict., c. 3, as relates to the imposition - of duties

‘ upon leather or leathex manufactures unported into thrs province, be repealed.

Resolved ,~That an ad valorem duty of five per cent. be imposed upon all kinds of
- manufactured or unmanufactured leather, the production’ of Great Britain, or of the British
Colonies, imported by sea, or ‘direct from any British Colony; and' that on leather or:
leather manufactures otherwrse 1mported the following: dutres be unposed that is to say,
 Present Duties. L ‘ ‘ ‘

Csod | g 1 ‘s.’f_d.” |
5 - On Goat SLms, t'mned tawed or in- any otlxer \ny dressed g
R perdozen - -0 - - e o o o o o] 5 .-
2.6 . | On Lamb or Sheep Skins, tanned tawed or m any way dressed 3 I
R per dozen - - - - - Vel e - H‘—' 2 6
—~ 6 | Calf Skins, tanned, tawed or in any way dreqsed per lb e - !

- 8 Kid Skmb, tanned, tawed or any way dreesed per b, B I
) . “s d.
and } Hamess Leather, Upper Lc.xther, and Sole Leatlrer, per lb G-l = 1%
-~ 1) ‘ N R
=6 Le'uher, cut into shapes, per b, - - - O
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No. 13.
Governor Eul
Cathcartto
Mr. Secretary

- Gladstone,
28 Apri! 1846.

_—

- EnclosureinNo.13. .

16 CORRESPONDENCE WITII CANADA RELATIVE TO

Tresent Dutive,

s od, ‘ " Leartuen J.“AI\LI’.\("FUl‘la

76 A\ owmen’s Boots, Shou, and (}.nl.tslws of Lmlher, jrer d(u,mx
‘ wirs - . - - e = .= e . .- - 5 -
T8 Women's Boots 1nd Shoes, of silk, s ‘um, ]wm or othu stufly, Lxd
‘ or moraceo, per dozen pairs | - - - . - 5 -~
26 Girl’s Boots, Shoes and Calashes of Leather, umlu seven inches ‘
o m length, per dozen puirs - -~~~ - - -7 .2 =
3 - Girl's l)uots and Shoes, of silk, s atin,jcun or othier stufls, kid or,

3 moroceo, per dozen pairs - - - - - - D TR o
2 6 .| Men’s Boots, por pair - - ‘-‘ - - - e |
1" — | Men’s Shoes, ditto - - e e - - S T
1.3 | Boy’s Boots, under eight inches in ]L)l"“l, per pair - - -}~ 9

-9 bo) s ghoe nndcn cight mch(,s in lu.nth per pair - - -1~ 4

~N0. 13.-—
(\n 4())

Cory of a DESPATCII fmm (mvcnmr the Earl Cnllzccut K.C.B., tO the lwvht .
ll(mmuubk H L. Gladstone.

‘ ‘ ‘ o (ro\'(-"mncnt House, Mmltl cul,
Sir, ‘ : ‘ 28 April 1840 :
1 nave the ]nunom io transmit to vau the enelosed Petition from certain mer-,
“chauts and other eitizens of Quebee 1o the (Quuu, praying: that Her, Majesty
wxll not s muxon the wnicmpl.ltcd modlﬁmhun in the Tarift on wood goods.
: 1 have, &e.:
(signed) (,‘ul/zcarl.

Enclosure in No. 13.
To Tun Qum N’s Mosrt ].\Cl‘LLLNT M,ursrv. . ‘
'lhe Petition of the undorsloned Merchants and othcrs, Cmu,ns of Quebec
“umbly showeth, - .- S

Tuar your petmunms view with serious. '11.11'm the measures mtroduced by Yom M’qcstv
Mnnstons in the. lmpcn.ﬂ Parliument, affecting as they do the ]mnupal exports of \mu‘
l\l.x_)e%) possessions in! British North Amenc.l, by encouraging other no.tnum morve favour-
ably situated to enter into successful competition with them. -

That the long and tedions navigation of the St. Lawrence, the shoxtnass of the s]uppm"
season, and thc» dunger of the coast, especially in the months of October and November, add

“materially. to freights and insurances, and render successful competition with the ioxutrnu;

cither in corn or timber a matter of ercat difficulty, if not of utter impossibility. - :

That although a pr otection of 24 5. is now trmntLd ou the timber of these pmvmcm the‘,
freights from the Bultic ay uauc 17s. 6 d. per l(nd ‘while those from Canadu uverage 48s.9d,,
mul\mu a diflference in favour of the producer in the north of Europe of 21s. 3d. per load,
and when insurseo is considered, making the protection now given umere eqmmlout. to the
difference of tlunht~ morcover, should the contemplated reduction of 5s. in 1847 and 55

. in’ 1848 take place, giving a dxrect liwon to this extent to the foreign’ producer, who in com-

parison to the colonist gives little cncouragement to the British manufacturer. ‘
L4
That the effect of the changes in the Tarift in the port of Liverpool Inm been to increase
the foreign tonnage employed in’ carrying deals and timber upwards’ of 00 per cent. since

1842 while' the British - shipping emploved in the same trade with 1hc~e colonies hus only
increased to the sume port about 30 per cent. ; and that if such are the eflects of the wodifi-

cations in 1842, the m(,utaLl(, result of ful ther lcla\atlon will be ruin to both the Bntlah
shipowner and colonist.

That mdcpendantly of' Lhe oncom.lrr(‘mcnt aiven te thc north of Europe to mmpcte mth L

Your Mijesty’s colunial possessions in T North' America, the efleet of the changes now referred
to will beto udd another (.()nl])!‘tll()l, minely, . the: Umted States of Amcnm especially in
the articles of  pitch pine (resembling the red pine of the colonies, but Lupulox to n), staves
and ok timber, the produce mostly, Jit not entirely, of slave labour. Co

Your petitioners most kumbly” pray, thit Your Majesty will cons sider. f.noumblv their

‘pctmon, and' allow the duties o remain as thcv now are, viz., 25 s. on fomlon timber and
“1s. on colonial 5 that your Majesty. will canse to be levied a duty on staves, as this. 'lrth]G‘ o
afiords ((msl.mt omplo\ ment to colonial shipping on the inland l.n\es and further, that no -

alteration be made in the duties on “sawed. timber, which, if altered as ' contemplated, will.
ruinously aflect many who have enibaiked lurge ¢ apital in the erection of suw-mills, under .
the impression that in any  change of . duties thé sitvation of these provinees, their distance

Aroncthe v other country, the immeise employment they give to British. shipping und their
Leing: such Idlb(‘ consutners ul British, nmx.uf.tclulos, \\oul(! be duly’ cuml(lcud and that

) - o ‘ Co e ‘pxotcctxon L
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;;rutcmon (\qmvalcntm tho dlifewnce of ﬁemht wonld at le'mt be rru"u”mtcod to lhom, as
cven then they only meet the foreign producer-in the home markets on cqual terms.

Thut to w system of wise and |u(l|u0u¢ protection Your Majesty's cmpite 1s indebted for
its proud attitude among the nations of the carth, and the present happy pusmon o( Your

‘ ‘\l.l}ut\' s coloniul })0\\13\101]5 is attributable mainly to the same source.

‘Whercfore, your petitioners wiost humbly pray, that Your Majesty will not s‘mctlon the
-unlompl'w-cl modifications in the Tariff on wood noods, and Your MaJec.ty 5 p(,tltmncn as
in dntv hound will ever. pl 1y.

‘ o (141 metmes.)

‘ —~—\T0. 14 —
(\u 6() o ‘ : ‘
(Jom of a DESPATCII from th(, R:n‘ht Ilonoumble ﬂ’ E. (w[a(lstone to.
(xovu‘nor hc Earl Cutheart, x.c.n.

V[) Lord “ Downing-street, 18 ‘\hy 1846.

N 0.

I 1ave to ac ]\nm\lvdn(\ thc recclpt of your Lordslnps (lvspat( h, No. 40, of Mr hccrenry‘ :

the 28th of ‘April, n.ummttmg to me a petition to Her Majesty {from certain -
- merchants and others, citizens of Qucbee, praying that Her Majesty will not
sanetion the contemplated modification: in the Tariff on wood goods.

I have luid this petition before Iler Majesty, who has been plcascd to receive
it graciously, but it has not heen'in my power to advise Her Majesty to ussent to
its prayer, for the reasons which I shall proceed to state..

Her Majesty has' invited thc Parliament to 'xdopt the propo:.d to wlnch the
petition refers,

The House of - Commons will ‘enter ’ro—nmht on the consideration of tho

‘Gladstone to
Gavernor Earl
Cutheart,

18 May 1846.‘ ‘

Customs Duties Bill, in which this propos: al is included, at the advanced stage

when the Bill is reported to the House from the Comlmttce of the whole Hmhe

immediately before the engrossment and third reading. At such a stage it

would, Ilwhevo be most unusual for the House of menons to reverse the
decision which it has given on the occasions afforded by the various carlier stages

of the Bill, and by t]u. pre eliminary Committee, which is required, with re:pe(*r"
to all questions of trade, and in which they ordinarily undergo the most scarching
examination.  Thus, HUer Majesty having recommended to Parliament o par-
‘ticular course, has hadno reason, in the l‘(‘LC])t]Oll which Par lmment hds given to‘

‘the recommendation, to adopt any alteration of it. =

. But I must not be undersiood as implying that this i is the prmcnpnl (hfﬁculty
~which obstructs a compliance with the prayer of the petitioners ; there are others,
“including some ‘of a higher order - — First, Her Majesty's Government do not

~doubt the very lxmh 1cspectab1hty of the petitioners, and would be disposed, on -

~ general grounds, to attach oreat weight to their opinions ; but Her Majesty’s
L ()ovumnent have found thochlves oblwed on a-great varicty of occasions, to
adopt and to adhere to proposals undcccptdbh. to many of the parties unmcdmtely
~affected by them, notmthstﬂndxng their belief in the high- integrity of those

parties, and their perfect freedom from any conscivusness of an interest that

~could warp the judgment ; and Her Majesty’s Gov ernment cannot but observe
~on the present occasion, that they do not tind any reason to supposc, from the

evidence before them, that the opmmn of the petitioners with respect to the

nnpuxdnw change in the timber duties, is shared by the pu)pl(, of Canada at

lurge, or by thur representatives, who,’ on the contrary appear ‘to have evinced.
‘ ﬂlur inteution to abandon reliance upon ihe artificial advantages which pro-
tective laws may ‘confer, and fo ‘place it upon the natural and permancent

guarantees affordcd by the 1'eqources of the provmce and the cnelg  of its mlnr .

b hitants.
‘Her '\’Iqesty $ Govcmmcnt muat scmouslv doubt whcthcr, if the '11100 ations
of the petition were made:

measure now under discussion should be either qualified or abandoned, inasmuch

~ as it would eertainly show that the plcccnt =\"=tem could only be (,ontmued ata

very hcavy cost to the nation.

But Iler. Majesty’s Govcnnncnr do not sharc the br'hef of thc p(.tltloners in

cood in their'whole extent, with respect to tlm dis-

“advantages entailed upon Eaﬂddd by Ler distance from' this country, by the
ddug,us of the St. Lawrence, the suspension- of its navigation during a portion
of the year, and by the inferior quality of Canadian timber, that urcumctance '
would have the cffect of producing the conviction in this. country that the -

3 ‘Lhc cu«tu)cc md in f]m foue of these dlﬁ.ld\"dntdﬂc.-.‘ lhcy canuot forget the
B 2 PO c.1, b e pred]cuons,‘
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pr edictions, the conﬁdmt and, w1thout doubf sincere pruhctmns of ruin \vhlch““ -
attended the progress of the measure of 1842, nor can they fail to contrast with
‘those, predictions the great subsequent extension, aml thc app.xrcntly ﬂourlshmrrl -
‘condition of the trade at the present moment.

With respeet, indeed, to the disadvantage of (hstancc, which undoubtedly
affects the competition’ of Canadian timber with that of the Baltic, Her Majesty's .
'Government have not failed to make what they deem to be a sufficient provision, .- °
all things considered, for the charge which 1t entails, by proposing to retain'a
protective duty of 15s. per load on foreign wood ; -and inasmuch as they can
by 1o means admit that it is the proper office of commercial laws to attempt in. .
general to secure to places which are remoteall the advantages of proximity,
they trust the petitioners will recognize in the plan as it .u,tually stands, a. proof’
of their grcat anxiety to give every ]u~t ‘consideration to the claims of the. parties
engaged inthe trade, and to those of the colony S0 far as its interests may be
C()ll(,(.‘l\'(’(l to he affected by the question. .

Her Md]v&q s Government look forward to an ’ICtIVC (.ompetxtlon undu' the .
].m as it is: proposed that it should stand, and a competltmn by no means unfa- -
vourable to the timber and deals of Canada. Nor is it competition alon¢ which '
Her Majesty’s Government anticipate; on the contrar y, they conceive, as [ -
have alrcady had occasion to state to. your. Lordship, that to no mconsml(:labh,}
extent, the consumption of Baltic timber is actually auxiliary to the demand for .-
that of Canada, and thercfore, that to this extent a measure which chedpens the o
first, is likely to cause positive improvement in the market for the last. ° e

For these reasons, which I need not pursuc into further detail, and. for others.
to which -1 have tlmught it unnecessary on this occasion to rcﬂ;r Her l\IaJeet}' X
Government have been unable to advise Her l\LlJ(,sty to 'Issent to the pra) cr of
the petltlon transmitted to me by )our Lordslup :

: ‘ ael Ihave &c. .
o (siwned) W E Gladstone. ;
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