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Christmas Day on ‘‘ Old Windy."

HE sun had barely shown the rim of his
great red disc above the sombre woods
and snow-crowned crags of the opposite
ridge, when Dick Herne, his rifle in his

hand, stepped out of his father’s log cabin, perched
high among the precipices of Old Windy Mountain.
He waited motionless for a moment, and all the
family trooped to the door to assist at the time-
honored ceremony of firing a salute to the day.
Suddenly the whole landscape catches a rosy

glow, Dick whips up his rifle, a jet of flame darts
swiftly out, a sharp report rings all around the
world, and the sun goes grandly up—while the
little tow-headed mountaineers hurrah shrilly for
“Chrig’'mus |”

As he began tore-lond his gun the small boys
clustered around him, their hands in the pockets
of their baggy jeans trousers, their heads inquir-
ingly askew,

*They air a-goin’ ter hev a pea-fowe! fur dinner
down yander to Birk’s Mill,” Dick remarked.

The smallest boy smacked his lips—not that he

A CHRISTMAS SERMON,

knew how pea-fowl tastes, but he imagined un-
utterable things.

* Somehows I hatesfur ye ter go tereatat Birk’s
Mill—they air sech a set o’ drinkin’ men down thar
ter Malviny’s house,” said Dick's mother, as she
stood in the doorway, and looked suaxiously at him.

For his elder sister was Birk's wife, and to this
great feast he was invited as o representative of
the family, his father being disablad by rheu-
matics,” and his mother kept home by the neces-
sity of providing dinner for those four small boys.

** Hain’t I done promised ye not ter tech a drap
o’ liquor this Chris'mus day ?" asked Dick.
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“That's a fac’,” his mother admitted. ¢ But
boys, un’ men folks ginerally, air scandunlous easy
ter break o promise whar whiskey is in it.”

“I'll hev ye ter know that when I gin my word
I keeps it ! cried Dick pridefully.

He little dreamed how that promise was to be
agsailed before the sun went down.

He was a tall, sinewy boy, deft of foot as ull
these mountaineers are, and a seven-mile walk in
the snow vo Birk’s Mill he considered a mere trifle.
He vramnped along cheerily enough through the
silent solivudes of the dense forest.

All at once—iv was a terrible shock of surprise
—he was sinking! Was there nothing beneath
him but she vague depths of air to the base of the
mountain? He realized with a quiver of dismay
that he had mistaken a huge drift-filled fissure,
hetween & jutting crag and the wall of the ridge,
for the solid snow-covered ground. He tossed his
arms about wildly in his effort to grasp something
firm. The motion only dislodged the drift. He
felt that he was falling, and he was going down—
down—down with i5. He saw the trees on the
summit of Old Windy diswppear. He caught one
glimpse of the neighboring ridges., Ther he was
blinded and enveloped in this cruel whiteness.
What would they say at home and ut Birk's Mill?
One lass thought of the *‘ pea-fowel,” and he seemed
to slide swittly away from the world with the
snow, ,

He was unconscious probubly only for a few
minutes. When he came to himself he found that
he was lying, half-submerged in the great dritt, on
the slope of the mountain, and the dark icicle-
begirt cliff towered high above. He stretched his
limbs—no bones broken! He could hardly belicve
that he had fallen unhurt from vhose heights. He
was still a little dizzy and faint, but otherwise un-
injured.

Now a great perplexity took hold on him, How
was he to make his wuy back up the mountain, he
asked himself, as he looked at the inaccessible
cliffis looming high into the air. All the world
around him was unfamiliar. He would be half the
day in finding the valley road that led to Birk’s
Mills. He rose to his feet and gazed about him in
puivful indecision. The next moment a thrill shot
through him, to which he was unaccustomed.

For he heard voices! Not from the clills above,
—but from below ! He stood motionless, listening
intently, his eyes distended, and his heart beating
fast.

All silence! Not even the wind stirred in the
pine thicket. Dick rubbed his eyes. It was no
dream. There was the thicket—but whose were
the voices that had rung out faintly from be-
neath it ?

A crowd of superstitions surged wpon him., Ie
was remembering fireside legends, horrible enough
to raise the hair on a civilized, educated boy’s head;
much more horrible, then, to a young barbarian
like Dick. On this, the most benign day of all
that ever dawns upon the world, wus he led into
these endless wastes of forest to be terrified by the
““harnts ?”

Suddenly those voices from the earth again!
One was singing a drunken catch—it broke into
falsetto, and ended with an unmistakable hiceup.

Dick’s blood came back with a rush.

“I hev never hearn tcll o’ the hoobies gittin’
boozy ! he said with a laugh. *That's whar
they hev got the upper-hand o’ humans,”

As he gazed again at the thicket, he saw now
what he had been too much agitated to cbserve
before, a column of dense smoke that rose from far
down the declivity, and seemed to make haste to
hide itself among the low-hanging bows of a clump
of fir-trees.

“It's somebody’s house down thar,” was Dick’s
couclusion.

When he neared the smoke he paused abruptly,
staring once more.

There was no house!
among low pine bushes.
laden branches of the fir,

“ If thar war a house hyar I reckon I could sec
it !’ said Dick, doubtfully, infinitely vaystified.

There was a continal drip, drip, all around. Yet
a thaw had not set in. There was heat below
certainly, a strong heat, and somebody was kecp-
ing the fire up steadily,

The smoke rose from
Above were 1he snow-

© “An’ air it folkscs ez live underground like

foxes an’ sech ! ” Dick exclaimed, astonished, as he
came upon a large, irregularly-shaped rift in the

rocks, and heard the same reeling voice from within
beginning to sing once more, But for this baccha-
nalian melody the noise of Dick’s entrunce might
have given notice of his approach. As it was, the
inhabitunts of this strange place were even more
surprised than he, when, after groping through a
dark, low passage, an abrupt turn brought him
into alofty, vaulied apartment, There wasa great
flare of light, which revealed six or seven muscular
men grouped abous a large copper vessel built into
a rude stone furnace, and all the air was pervaded
by an incomparably strong alcoholic odor. The
boy started back with a look of terror. That pale
terror was reflected on each man’s face, as on a
mirror. At the sight of the young stranger they
all sprang up with the same gesture—each instine-
tively laid his hand upon the pistol that he wore.

Poor Dick understood it all at last. He had
gtumbled upon a nest of distillers, only too com-
mon among these mountaing, He realized that in
discovering their stronghold he had learned a
secret that was by no means a safe one for him to
know. And he was in their power, at their mercy!

“Don't shoot ! ™ he faltered. ¢ I jes’ want ter
ax the folkses ter tell me the way ter Birk's Mill!”

What would he not have given to be on the
bleak mountain outside !

One of the men canght him as if anticipating an
attempt to run, Two or three, after a low-toned
colloquy, took their rifles, and crept cautionsly
outside to reconnoitre the situation, Dick com-
prehended their suspicion with new quakings.
‘They imagined that he was a spy, and had been
sent among them to discover them plying their for-
bidden vocation. The penalty of their still was
imprisonment for them. His heart sank as he
thought of it ; they would never let him go.

After o tine the reconnoitering party came back.

¢ Nothin’ stirrin’,” said the lea.(fer, tersely.

T misdoubts,” muitered another, casting a look
of deep suspicion on Dick. ¢‘Thar air men out
thar, I'm a-thinkin', hid somewhar,”

“They air furder 'n a mile off, ennyhow,” re-
turned the first speaker. *‘ We never lef’ so much
¢z » bush ’thout sarchin’ of it.”

¢¢ The off'cers can’s find this place no-weays’thout
that thar chap for a guide,” said o third, with a
surly nod of his head at Dick.

““We're safe cnough, boys, safe enough!” cried
a stout-buils, red-faced, red-bearded man, evidently
very drunk, and with a voice that broke into
quavering falsetto as he spoke, ¢ This chap can’s
do nothin’, We hev got him bound hand an’ foot.
Hyar air the Philistines, boys ! Mighty little Phil-
istine, though ! hi!” He tried to point jeeringly
at Dick, and forgot what he had intended to do
before he could fairly extend his hand. Then his
rollicking head sank on his breast, and he began
to troll again,—

“Qld Adam he ke loafin’ round,
He spied the peelio’s on the ground !”

Oune of the more sober of the men had extin-
guished the fire in order tRat they might not be
betrayed by the smoke outside to the officers whom
they fancied were seeking them. The place, chilly
enough at best, was growing bitter cold. The
strange sublerranean beauty of the surroundings,
the wall and arches, scintillating wherever they
caught the light, were oddly incongruous with the
beastly, bloated faces, and unconth figures of the
distillers,

He observed that they were making prepara-
tions for flight, and once more the fear of what
they would with him clutched at his heart.

““'This haar cub-will go blab,” was the first sug-
gestion.

““He willlkeep mum,” said the vocalist, glancing
at the boy with a jovially tipsy combination of
leer and wink. “Hyar is the persuader!” He
rapped sharply on his pistol. *“This’ll scotch his
wheel.”

“Hold yer own jaw—ye drunken "possum!” re-
torted another of the group. ‘““Ef ye fire off that
pistol in hyar we'll have all these hyar rocks ¥—he
peinted at the walls and the long colonnades—
*“answerin’ back an’ yowin’ like a pack o’ hounds
on a hot scent. Ef thar air folksontside, the noise
would fotch ’em down on us fur true !”

Dick brenthed more freely. The rocks would
speak up for him! He could not be harmed with
all these tell-tale witness at band.

‘The man who had put out the fire, who had led
the reconnoitering party, who had made all the
active preparations for departure, who scemed, in

short, to be an executive committee of one—a long,
lank, lazy-looking mountaineer, with a decision of
action in startling contrast to his whole aspect,
now took this master in hand.

‘¢ Nothin’ easier,” he said, tersely. ¢ Fill him
up. Make him ez drunk ex a fraish b’iled owel.
Then lead him to the t’other end o’ the cave, an’
blind-fold him, an’ lug himn off five mile in the
woods, an leave him thar, He’ll never know what
he hev seen nor done,”

In the preparations for departure all the lights
had been extinguished, except a single lantern, und
a multitude of shadows had come thronging from
the deeper recesses of the cave. In the faint glim-
wer the figures of the men loomed up, indistinect,
gigantic, distorted. They hardly seemed men at
all to Dick ; rather some evil under-ground crea-
ture, neither beast nor human.

And he was to be made as besotted, as loathgome,
even more helpless, than they, in order that his
senses might be sapped away, and he should re-
member no story to tell. There was his promise
to his mother! As the long, lank, lazy-looking
mountainecr pressed the whickey upon him, he
threw it off with a gesture so unexpected and
vehement that the cracked jug fell to the floor, and
was shivered to frogments.

Dick lifted an appealing face to the man who
geized him with a strong grip. “I can’t—I won’t,”
the boy cried wildly., ¢“I-—I— promised my
mother ! ”

He looked around the circle deprecatingly. He
expected first a guffaw and then a blow, and he
dreaded the ridicule more than the pain.

But there were neither blows nor ridicule, They
all gazed at him, astounded, Then a change,
which Dick hardly comprehended, flitted across
the face of the man who had grasped him. He
turned away abruptly, with a bitter laugh that
startled all the echoes.

¢t 11 promised my inother, too!” he cried. *¢ It
air good that she’s whar she can’t know how I hev
kep’ it,”

Knd then there was a suddensilence., Itseemed
to Dick, strangely enough, like the sudden silence
that comes after a prayer.

The ‘* executive committee” promptly recovered
himself. But he made no further attempt to force
the whiskey upon the boy. Under some whispered
instructions which he gave the others, Dick wes
half led, half dragged through immensely long
black halls of the cave, while one of the men went
before carrying the feeble lantern, When the first
glimmer of daylight appeared in the distance, he
understood that the cave had an outlet other than
the one by which he had entered, and evidently
miles distant from it. Thus it was that the distil-
lers were well enabled to bafile the law that sought
them.

They stopped here and blindfolded the boy.

| How far and where they dragged him through the

snowy mountein wilderness outside, Dicikk never
knew. He was exhausted when at length they
sllowed him to pause. As he heard their steps
dying away in the distance. he tore the bandage
from his eyes, and found that they had left him in
the midst of the wagon road to make his way to
Birk’s Mill as best he might, When he reached it
the wintry sun was low in the western sky, and
the very bones of the *“ pea-fowel ” were picked.

On the whole, it seemed a sorry Christmas Day,
as Dick could not know then—indeed, he never
knew—what good results it brought forth. For
among those who took the benefit of the clemency
extended by the government to the ¢‘moonshiners”
of this region, on condition that they discontinued
illicit distilling for the future, was a certain long,
lank, lazy-looking mountaineer who suddenly be-
came gober and steady and o law-abiding citizen.
He had been reminded, this Christmas Day, of 2
broken promise to & dead mother.— Youth's Com-
panion.

To clean a stove zinc or zinc-lined bathtub, mix
ammonia and whiting to a smooth paste, apply it
to the zinc and let it dry. Then rub it off until no
dust remadus.

Browxy Brrap.—Take one pint sweet milk, one
teacup of molasses, put on the stove and letit come
to the boiling point. Take from the fire and add
ab onco, one quart of brown flour, a tablespoonful
of salt, and & teaspoonful of soda, Bake imme-
diately.
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Smoky Days.

IN SIX CUAPTERS

CHAP. IV.-RAIN IN THE Brazeav.—Cowdnued,

The mother rose, and stood staggering.

““ Where's Pete ?” she cried.

“I don’t know, Mrs. Armstrong. The letter—
it’s from Mr. Bracy. He and Pete went through
the fire together.”

““The fire didn’t get them ?”

“No, ma’am.”

“Oh, thank God, thank God! I can stand it if
he’s not dead that way. But where is he? Alive?”

¢ Bracy hopes so.”

¢ Pote’s lost, then?”

‘“He is—in a way. But let me rcad you Mr.
Bracy's story. He was up nearly all night writing
it. He thought it would ease your hear: to know
all about it. The chief sent me up on purpose that
you should know what is being done.”

‘‘He didn’t desert Pete, then? No—I'm sure.”

“Not much. They were separated by a strange
accident. Listen.” He began reading the letter.

Vincent had written out pretty fully the story of
his march with Pete down Lost Creek, through the
fire, and to the cavern’s mouth. The letter went
on:—

“* When I picked myself up, my torch was almost
out. I whirled it till it blazed, and then saw that
I had run across the old channel of the creek and
against a solid wall of rock that ran up to the roof
of the cave, I suppose. -Pete was gone down the
water running within two yards of me. Al I
heard was its rushing into the passage that turned
to the left.

¢ At that place, the cave forns like a Y. The
water runs down the left arm of the Y, and fills
the whole space between the high walls there. It
looks as if it had brokeu down slanting through
the bed of its course and run into the left arm of
the Y, after it had been running into the right arm
for ages,

1 was lying at the fork of the Y, in the right-
hand pessage, while Pete had been swept swiftly
away;down the other passage into darkness,”

¢“He's gone, gone forever !” moaned Mrs. Arm-
strong. ‘The young man read on :—

““When I got up and tried to look down the
passage after Pete, I heard a pouring sound away
shead as well as the rushing of the water I waa
stooping over. The passage I was in was wider
than the other, and I thought it must lead me into
the placo where Pete had been carried to. The
cave, down river below Kelly’s Crossing, has pass-
ages that branch and come together again,”

““Thad’s so,” said the pioneer.

“So I thought it best to follow the right-hand
passage instead of going in after Pete. I hope you
will see that I did not wish to desert him. My
idea was that I might reach him soon, and if he
wag in any distress, I might be all the better able
to help him if I went by the dry passage.”

‘““He did right,” said the pioneer,

“Vincent would be glad to hear you say that,”
said the rod man, ‘‘He was greatly distressed by
his miscalculation,” :

“Then he didn’t get him again?” cried themother.

“ He will find him. We know he must be still
in the cave. Ten men went up before daylight to
reach him. There’s reason for hope. Listen again
to Vincent’s letter :—¢I lit another bundle of
cedars, and went on. Pretty soon the cavern began
tu rattle with the thunder outside. The air vi-
brated so much that one might almost fear the cave
wall would fall in, I could not see a flash of light-
ning at all.

How long I went on [ don’t kvow, but it
seemed balf & mile or more. My last torch had
just been lighted when I had a great scare, and saw
the strangest sight.

Tor some time there had been a strong smell as
of wild animais. Suddenly the passage in front of
me seemed alive with creatures that snarled,
growled, yelped, and ran.

Now, yowll understand that those heasts
couldn’t trouble Pete, He went with the stream—
they had been forced into the dry passage by the
fire. And they were much afraid of my torch. I
could not see one of them at first—there was
nothing but blackness and the yelling and snarling.
It grew fainter as they ran away, without looking
around, for I never saw a glint of their eyes.
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‘“Ab last, as the course of the old channcl
turned, I saw daylight ahead of me, and a crowd
of beasts going out of the cave’s mouth. I made
out some bears, that shuffled along at the tail of
the procession, but I could not clcarly see the
others. But I'm pretty sure there were wolves,
skunks, and wild-cats in the herd.

¢¢] was anxious to reach daylight, for I sup-
posed I should sce Pete out there. But when I
reached the mouth of the cave, I suw nothing of
him or the creek.’”

““Pete’s lost ! We shall never see him ! said
his mother. '

““Yes, you will. Listen to the leiter,” said the
rod man. ‘‘Vincent has something important to
tell of whab he heard coming through. He says :
‘I think we shall find Pcte to-morrow morning.
There must be a hole from the passage I came
through to the passage be went down. The reason
I think so is this: Just where I stood when I saw
the animals go out of the cave's mouth, I thought
I heard a sound of falling water—that must have
been the creek.

¢ ¢The sound seemed to come from above my
head. Perhaps I had passed the entrance to
another corridor without noticing it, for L was a
g})od deal taken up with fear of the beasts ahead
of me,

¢ We are going as soon 23 the men have had a
sleep, to look up the place where the sound of fall-
ing waler came from, I think we shall tind Pete
there, for if he had come through before me, or
soon afterward, I shounld have heard him answering
to my shouts,’”

Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong looked hopelessly at
each other,

“ Vincent,” said the rod man, *“ was so tired that
he seems to have forgotten to writc out here some
things he told usin camp. For instance, one of his
reasons for supposing there must be a passage to
Pete is this : the floor of the passage Vincent came
came through began to ascend while he was looking
at the animals. He did not remember where he
had passed off the gravel and sand of the old bed
of the creek, but he found be had passed off it a
good while before hereached the open air.

‘ After he began to think of something besides




MASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED.

184

the Dbeasts, he noticed that he was going up a
slowly rising floor of rock, where no water had ever
run. So you see the ancient channel of the creek
turned off somewhere. It never flowed where Vin-
cent came out, but took a turn to where Pete is.
You can understand that?”

 Yes—the water had been kind of stopped by
the rise, and turned off.”

“ That's what Vincent thinks, Now he is going,
or rather he did go before daylight with ten men
to look up that passage through which the sound
of water came. He'll find Pete,” said the rod man
confidently. ‘“But listen—you may as well hear
the rest of his letter :

¢¢] looked for the pluce where the creek came
out of the mountain, but the air was dark with the
storm, and the thunder was rattling. So I could
hear no water ruuning except the rapids of the
river not far ahead. I thought I had better go to
camp for men. So I climbed down the hill to the
river, found I remembered the banks below, and
went about four miles down stream to camp, where
T am now. ;

¢“+To-morrow morning, long before you get this |
letter, I will find Pete if [ have to follow him down :
the chute.’” ;

““He will do it, too,” said the rod man, admir-
ingly. ** The little beggar has any amount of pluck. *
He’'ll risk his life to find your son.”

“‘Pete is dead for sure,” said his hopeless mother.

“Well, T don’t Yleeve it, maw,” said Mary.
¢ Mr, Bracy’s going to fetch him back—that’s what
I think.”

It might be, Hannah,” said the pioneer,
““ Where you two going ?”” he said to the rod man
and axe man who had come with Vincent's letter.

“ Straight back to camp.”

“T'll join you,” said David Armstrong.

“ There’s no use. Pete's gone—he’d be drownded
anyway,” said the poor mother, with the first burst
of tears since her son left.

‘““He's a good swimmer, isn’t he?” asked the
rod man,

*First-rate,” said Mary.

“Then why should he not escape? He'd go
through a big rapid safely. What was the chute !
Il;pt 5 smooth rapid in the dark ? Vincent will find

im.”

* Dead ! ” said the mother.

¢ No—safe and sound.”

*“But he'd be eat up by the bears.”

The rod man looked uneasy, but spoke confi-
dently :—

¢ Your son had his match-box, and could make a
fire if he landed down below.”

“What with?”

“With driftwood. Vincent says there was drift-
wood along the banks inside the cave just the same
ag on the hanks above.”

“It might be,” suid the mother, striving for
hope. *‘COh, mebby my son will come back !
Davy,” she whispered, as her husband reappeared
in readiness for the journey down the river, “if
you don’t find him I'll die. I can’t keep up with-
out seeing Pete again. Carry him easy if he’s dead
—but no, I daren’t believe bub he's alive,”

'
{
|
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CHAPTER V.—IMPRISONED IN THE CAVE.

PerE ARMSTRONG, with all his senses about him,
floated on his back, on and on through the cavern’s
unmitigated darkness, down the steep slide of al-
most unbroken water. Ho wasnot without fear of

the unknown before him, but the fear was not in

the nature of despair—rather of wonder. A stolid
conviction that the worst which could befall him
would be less dreadful than the fire-death which
he had escaped, helped to console the young pioneer.

Wonder predominated in hiz mind—wonder at
the smoothness, swiftness, and length of the chute.
This wonder had almost become horror at being so
borne onand on through darkness, when the carrent
seemed to go from under him.

Down he tumbled, head over heels, into a great
depth of bubbling and whirling water,

Its currents pulled him this way and that, roll-
ing him helplessly. The forces pressed him deeper
and deeper till all in an instant, they thrust him
aside. An up current caught him and brought him,
gasping and spluttering, to the air,

Impenetrable darkness no longer filled the cavern.
It was dimly lighted from the outer world.

Pete soon cleared himself from the indraw of the
cascade which, jumping straight down thirty feet,
scarcely disturbed at a hundred feet distance the
long pond into which it fell. The boy trod water,

. gazed, and listened amazed to the crashing of

thunder that rolled over and reverberated in the
high vauls.

He knew a storm had begun. The cavern, dur-

© ing intervals between the lightning flashes that re-

vealed something of its extent, was dimly lighted

¢ from a narrow crack or fissure, which was about

three bundred yards distant from and directly
opposite to the cascade down which Pete had
dropped.

This crack, starting from the floor of rock, went

* up nearly atraight two hundred feet to a hole in

the roof. Pete, swimming now in smooth water,

- thought that this hole, soirregular in shape, looked

like one that would be made by battering in the
gable end of his father’s barn.

Above this hole he could see & patch of sky and
storm-clouds hurrying across it. They were dis-
tinetly visible—he saw the sky through the holeas
one might sce it from a place two hundred feet
down a slanting tunnel. And the tall, narrow strip
of sky which he saw through the narrow fissure
that extended from the cavern’s floor to the roof-
hole, was as if scen from one end of a cathedral
aisle through a straight, narrow crack in its wall of
masonry. .

Pete swam to the right or south bank of the
creek, landed, and stared all around the cavern.
The ravine, though roofed, was, so far as he could
distinguish by the lightning's gleams, such ag it had
bee.s before the creek became subterranean,

The main differences he noted werea considerable
increase of the cavern’s width and its intersection
by another ravine, also covered.

The floor of this intersecting cavern was some
sixty feet higher than wherc Pete stood. Its roof
was as high as that directly over hishead. Hesaw
the intersecting cave as an envrmous black hole
high up in the side of the wall.

Evidently the creek had in former ages jumped
down through that hole out of the intersecting
ravine into that from which the young pioneer
looked up. He could see the discoloration left by
flowing water on the now dry rock,

He could see how the ancient creek, coming out
as from a roofed aisle, had descended in two steps,
the lower about twenty, the upper about forty feet
in height. Even when the lightning flashed he
could see nothing back of the upper step. There
abgolute darkness was back of the outline of the
high hole in the wall. :

He turned to look at the pond’s left or morth

bank. ‘There the precipice which formed the
cave’s wall rose apparently straight up out of the
water.

The boy stood on the right or sotth side of the
pond on the edge of a bank about one hundred and
twenty feet wide, which sloped gently to the foot
of the wall out of which the creek had formerly
jumped down.

After staring round till he had seen all this, Pete
ran, as if alarmed by the solemnity of the cave,
straight to the tall fissure, which gave a dim light
to his path, The boy hoped to get through the
crack,

Fancy trying to squeeze through between two
towering walls of rough-faced masonry less than a
foot apart ! Pete crowded in his head and right
shoulder.

There he stuck—the crack was too narrow! The
length of the passage seemed about ten feet.

“‘I'd need to be rolled out like one of mother’s

lard cakes,” seid Pete as he drew back, faced the
fissure and stood gazing at the open, so near andso
unattainable, .
& The light nerved and encouraged him. He was
so much a boy of action that the dangers he had
passed were scarcely present to his recollection.
Nor did he yet wholly .comprehend the danger in
which he stood,

His main thought was that his people were homa-
less ; that his poor mother was in the root-house,
perhaps dying ; that he must get to her ; that free-
dom was within ten feet of him, and that he would
somehow find 'or force a way out.

“If I had that surveyor chap to help,” said Pete
aloud, and looked back to the cascade.

Would Vincent Bracy come through ?

Pete watched the dim cascade falling as from a
narrow, high gothic window. Thestream filled the
whole width of the aperture. It fell as unbroken
as from the end of a flume. Pete could, when the
lightning flashed, see a little of the sloping surface
o{g the swift, smooth chute down which he had
come,

‘While wondering whether Vincent would tumble
over the cascade, he resumed his study of the in-
terior.

A few yards north of him, and to the left side of
the fissure, the pond narrowed to the ordinary
width of the creek. There the stream turned, like
an obtuse-angled elbow-joint, to the left, zud flowed
gently on into complete darkness,

Out of this darkness as if from far away came a
strange gurgling and washing of water, inter-
mingled with a sound like cloop—cloop—clogp—such
s water often makes when flowing o whirl out of
the bottom of a basin beneath a tap.

Not even by the lightning flashes conld Pete sce
down the corridor into which the creek thus turned.
All he could make out was that this corridor or
ravine was nearly on a line with the higher-floored
au.vine out of which the creek had jumped in ancient

ays,

The three corridors, that in which the pond lay,
that down which the dry chanunel came from the
gouth, and that into which the creek ran on a
northerly course, did not connect exactly at right
angles. They wereallroofed at, apparently, pretty
much the seame height as the chute which termi-
nated in the cascade down which Pete had tumbled.

The stream, which had poured for ages into the
cave, by either the old or the new channel, appeared
never to have had a sufficient exit in flood time,
From the hue of the walls some fifteen feet above
where Pete stood, the water seemed to bave accurmu-
lated often in the cave, swept round and round, and
at the same time discharged part of its volume
through the narrow fissure,

Pete’s curiosity to know the cause of that strange
clogp—cloop was strong, but not strong enough to
lead him along the wall in the dark to what might
prove snciher voyage down a slide and a cascade.
But he determined to make the exploration by
torchlight.

The sloping floor of the covered ravine’s right
bazk, on which Pete stood, was littered with drift-
wood. As he searched among it for cedar, the
easiest of woods to split with the hunting-knife he
still carried, he noticed some entire but small
trunks of trees.

Then it came into his mind that he might escape
by the old dry channel, if ouly he could find a pole
long enough to help him up the forty-feet-bigh wall
he could see behind the lower step of twenty feet.

It is necessary to understand clearly the aspect
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which the old channel presented to the boy, Con-
cuive, then, a church door forty feet wide and two
hundred feet high. Conceive the door to be as
wide as the corridor invo which it offered an open-
ing. Conceive two steps, the lower of twenty, the
upper of forty feet in height, barring you from en-
tering the corridor. Thus did the old channel step
up from the cave where Pete stood.

His search for a long pole was rewarded, after
he had built & bright fire of cedar. Iis smoke
drifted in various directions forawhile, some going
u% the old channel, some down toward the passage
wheace the cloop—cloop came. But the greater
cloud, which soon drew all the smoke withit, went
out of the hole in the roof at the top of the narrow
fissure.

The young pioneer found a tall cedar, perfectly
dry, for the cavern was not damp,

With little difficulty he ascended the lower or
twenty-feet-high atep of the old channel. All the
bark had been torn from the cedar as it came down
the rapids in flood time, but short bits of the
branches remained. These assisted him to climb.

He had reached the top of the first step, and
nearly hauled the cedar up after him when he be-
thought him that & torch would be needed after he
should have attained the top of the next or forty-
feet-high step.

Pete descended and split a bundle of cedar.

While engaged at this work he thought he heard,
as from far away, sounds as of snarling and yelling
wild beasts, He listened with cold creeping over
his skin, Were wild beusts coming toward him?

But the sounds ceased. He doubted whether his
ears had not deceived him. Only the swishing of
wind away off in the old channel had, be hoped,
reached him. But he felt the edge and point of his
hunting-knife after he had drawn himself again up
the lower ledge.

Soon he had dragged his pole to the upper step.
It wes barely long enough toreach the top. Piling
many broke= rocks that he found strewn there
around the foot of the pole to hold it steady, hesoen
had his head above the upper ledge.

Lifting himself by his hands and elbows, he
stood joyfully on the upper floor of the intersecting
ravine,

Pete whirled the small torch that he carried ashe
climbed. From it he lit another, and went bravely
ahead.

For o hundred yards the floor was of gravel, sand
and bits of falien rock. His torches showed him
nothing more except the towering and jagged walls.
He wondered what stealthy creatures, far up there
in the blackness of darkness, might not be watching
him.

But trusting his torches to scare away any wolves
or bears that the forest fire might have scared into
the cavern, he went boldly on.

Thunder rolled more frequently, but he could no
longer see abead of him by the lightning fashes
which had illuminated the main ravine that he had
left.

When Pete stopped, he stopped with a cry of
despair, The passage was blocked by enormous
masses of rock.

The foot of the pile was of picces that he could |

climb over for some forty feet. But there the pile,
consisting of fragments as high as small houses,

towered up without any visible end into the black.

ness above.
It was plain that pert of the roof of the ravine
had fallen in ages aud ages before. Pete could see

high enough to understand that his pole was useless |,

here.

he sat down and contemplated the enormous con-
fusion which blocked his way.

He seemed to see himself away off in the clearing
by the Brazeau and here inthe darknessat the same
time. He seemed to nea the eyes of them all at
home staring from infinite distance at him lost in
the barred ravine.

Then the eventsof the yesterday came tohis mind
with full force. He fauncied the fire sweeping
through the forest toward his mother’s home—he

fancied the destruction of the cabinand the precious |

barn! At the thought of his mother lying—was
she dead ?—in the root-house, Pete’s despair for her
roused him from despair for himself.

“I must see mother again. Imust! Iwill!” he
thought, and remombered again the cloop-clooping
sounﬁ in the main cave.

““ Whore the creek gets out I can get out,” he

Poor fellow ! The hope went out of his heart as

said, with new hope, and revurned with difficulty
down his pole to the lower floor of the vault,

Going again to the fissure, he stood by it ponder-
ing whether he could not get through. He be.
thougt him of how he had seen boulders broken by
building o fire round them. They sometimes fell
apart on cooling. Could he not reasonably expect
that a fire built in the fissure would cause thesides
to scale off 2 But little more space was needed to
give him room for escape. :

But the time? The plan would occupy days.
How could he live in the meantime ?

Pete went inquisitively to the pond and looked
in. He whirled historch close to the water, What
he saw must have pleased him, for he actually
laughed, and felt in his trousers pocket with a look
of satisfaction,

But firat he would ascertain where the creck went
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out of the cave, The place was not faraway, He
soon was by the one singular feature of his prison.

Where the end of the north-going ravine stopped
short, the creek, after gliding smoothly down the
south edge of & truly circnlar basin, ran whirling
around and down as straight as if into a perpen-
dicular pipe. The water, ridged and streaked with
bubbles as it circled into the funnel, was clearly il-
luminated at the bottom.

The stream went down like water out of a basin
under a tap. It might drop ten, twenty, or a hun-
dred feet, Pete thought, but light certainly struck
into it not very far below,

As the water gurgled and swashed around and
around, a sucking sound sometimes was followed
by the cloop-cloop-cloop that had at first caught his
attention.

{ To be conlinucd.)
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When suns are low and nights are long,
And winds bring wild alarms,

Through the darkness comes the queen of the year,
In all her peerless charma;

December, fair and holly-crowned,
With the Chaist-child in her arms.

Wi wish our many readers a merry Christmas,
and a happy New Yecar.

BrForE the next number of the ILLUSTRATED
reaches them, these festive occasions will have
come and gone, but their pleasant memories will
still be fresh, May all their memories be pleasant!
Let the best and the brightest side alone remain to

accompany us to the future, and may the sad, the
distressing, the sorrows and shadows remain be-
hind. It is often well to have sorrows and trials,
but if they are looked at aright, they will disclose
hidden comforts and joys. Sins committed are
lined with the gracious possibilities of a sanctified
lifc; errors may be placed ona background of truth
and righteousness ; around repentance there is the
gleaming halo of hope; determination to do better,
to turn failure to success will be strengthened and
sustained by o cheerful view of things.  Thisisthe
spirit in which we all should go forward, remem-
bering that,

., . Men may risc on stepping stoncs

Of their dead selves to higher things.”

Last month considerable prominence whs given
in the agricultural press to a circular from Mel-
bourne, Australia, purporting to have been issued
under the authority of a responsible committee of
the South Australio Diary Association. It related
to the alleged advantage of using Black Pepsin in
butter-making. The wide publicalion of the cir-
cular called forth many adverse replies, of which
the following by Peter Collier, Geneva, N. Y., is
characteristic :—*“ I sec in certain of our agricul-
tural papers what purports to be the report of a
committee of the South Australia Dairy Associa-
tion, concerning & matter which is beyond doubt a
fraud. While I know nothing personally concern.
ing this so-called Black Pepsin, which, it is said,
will more than double the quantity of butter which
cad be Froducnd from milk by the ordinary pro-
cesses of creaming and churning, I do not hesitate
to use so strong a word concerning it, as *‘fraud,”
for which I have the followirg sufficient reason :
Every one knows that by the ordinary process of

butter-making from wmilk
there is a small quantity
of fat lost in the process of
creaming, whether by set-
ting or by the scparator,
and also in the buttermilk
produced upon churning ;
but this loss is small—from
3 to 10 per cent.—mnot ne-
cessarily more than the
former fignre. Everybody
knows also that butter is
composed of fat, to which
o little sult is added, and in
which a little case in is
mechanically intermingled,
and more or less water—
from 12 to 15 per cent.
That therefore, the quan-
tity of butter produced
from any given sample of
milk by the ordinary pro-
cesses of butter-making
can be doubled in quantity,
is absolutely impossible.
It is true that by certain
processes some of the other
constituents of the milk
may be collected along with
the fat, as in" the fcase in the making of cheese,
but it is a fraud to speak of such a mixed pro-
duct as butter, and I trust that no one of our
dairymen may be led to suppose that there is any
method by which the butter yield of their cows
may be increased other than by the methodsso fre-
quently insisted upon, namely, careful selection of
the cows and equal care in feeding. I received not
long since a circular from some parties in Chicago,
who purported to accomplish this same result
claimed for black pepsin, and therefore think that
our dairymen should be placed upon their guard.”

—

TuE enormous potato crop of Prince Rdward
Island is, according fo reports from local corres-
pondents, finding & ready market in the New Eng-
land cities and towns, notwithstanding the tariff
and the haulage expense. It was feared the large
yield of 10,000,000 bushels, would so congest the
market and lower the price, that a much gmaller
crop would prove more profitable. Iappily, in
hoth these respects the fear bagbeen found ground-
less. The pricc has maintained its standard and

the demand has been good. It is fortunate for the
farmers there that thig is so for the other cropsare
o complete failure, and cattle have to be sold at cut
prices to save them from starvation. A farmer
writing on the subject to our sble contemporary,
the Country Gentleman, says :—*‘* Potatoes are the
only salvation of the farmers this year. Thereare
o great many buyers down herefrom the New Eng-
land towns. They must have great faith in the
home market when they will give us the price we
ask for the tubers, and pay 23¢. duty, I5e. freight,
and Ac. commission, insurance, &c., making 45c¢. in
all, before they sell them in the New England mar-
kets. It would be interesting to know who pays
the duty this year on our potatoes. Hvidently the
American copsumer—and not enly the duty butihe
freight and attendant expenses, making up the 45¢.
on each bushel of potatoes landed in Uncle Sam’s
domain. They evidently pay this becanse we are
now getting a higher price for our potatoes than
we did for ten years, viz., 30c. The American
potato growers do not get the benefit of the 25e.
duty this year, because our potatocs will be sold in
the American markets at a big advance over home-
grown tubers. Some wonderful stories are in cir-
culation about the mammoth potatoes grown by
different persons. One from the east saysa farmer
has a potato mensuring 11} inches. From the
west comes the story of a man who has three
potatoes that together measure 25inches. At each
farmer’s house you go to, you will be shown three
or four mammoth potatoes as a sample of his crop.
The crop with many will average 300 bushels per
acre, while the average of the county will be fully
200 bushels, Three-fourths of the potatoes grown
in this Province are the Mclntyre varicty, a late
potato, white in color, with purple cyes deeply
indented, shape oblong and tapering. It isa very
late potato, not maturing in this island before the

first of October. It is a wonderfully rank grower,
out-yielding every other potato tried beside it in
this Province. Many new varieties are being tried
each year but none so far has displaced the Mcln-
tyre. It is a much stronger potato than any other
kind T am acquainted with. It contains from five
to eight per cent. more dry matter than the Early
Rose, Hebron, St. Patrick, White Elephant, Em-
pire State or any of the leading varieties.”

# Pgriars the most important matter which trana.
pired duriog the past month, so far as rural Can-
ada is concerned, was the scheduling of our cattle
at the British ports. At the outset it may be said
that not only was the actinn of the British govern-
ment a serious blow to Canadian farmers, but at

the same time a shock to the sense of justice of a
greab majority of the British people. Certain
shipments of cattle were landed ut Dundee, some
of the animals suffering from a sickness supposed
to be pleuro-pneumenia, There was no certainty
ags to the disease, merely a suspicion. Several

"wero slaughtered and reported upon, and immed-

iately, & newspaper clamour springing up, Cana-
dian cattle were prohibited live entry to Britain,
But others than government surgeons examined
the animals, and onc of them, a man of world
wide reputation in his profession, Professor Wil-
liams, of Edirburgh, declared that the disease
was not the dreaded pleuro-pneumonia, and fur-
ther, that it was not a contagious disease. Not-
withstanding this emphatic statement from an
undoubted authority, the Free Trade government
of Britain still maintained the restrictive schedule
in forco. Then the artizans of Scotland took
alarm. They reckoned and reckoned rightly thav
a measure practically amounting to an embargo on
Canadian cattle, was equivalent to a tox on beef,
They remonstrated. Their protest was followed
by one from the Scotch graziers whose pastures
were eaten up by stock cattle from Canada—with
the same result, and Sir Charles Tupper struggled
hard to induce the ministry to recede from the posi-
tion taken up. He undertook to prove that Can-
ada was free from contagious disease, and he was
as good as his word. A strict investigation was
made in the districts whence the cattle were shipped
and measures were taken to examine every sus-
picious case throughout the entire country, still the
reports of the veterinary experts were thatnotrace
of pleuro-pneumonia could be found. In these cir-
cumstances it was plain that there was something
behind the government’s action than was professed.
That something was political capital, and for a
piece of political play, Canada must be scheduled.
It is known that Cuuvadian cattle are dangerous
competitors in the British market with native
cattle. The price of beef is kept at & medium or
low price by the imports of stock from abroad.
While this is a boon for the artizan and working-
mon and the people gencrally, it reduces the
revenue-power of British live stocl raising, de-
creascs the incomes of the farmers and the rents of
the landlords. Hence the hue and cry against
Canadian cattle, and there is little doubt Mr.
Gardner, the minister of agriculture, hasgiven more
weight to the bitter cry of the British {farmer than
to the expert evidence upon the condition of tha
slaughtered cattle. A fact which tells in the case
is that Mr. Gardner's own constituency is largely
agricultural and that he is brought in close contact
with the farming interest, at present very much de-
pressed. The cable despatches indicate a move-
ment on the part of farmers to organize into clubs
for political action and should practical effect be
given to this idea a new force with tremendous
power will be launched into the already complicated
political arena. To keep in touch with this im-
portant class would be an object, few ministers
would shrink from, for the farmers of any country
if properly organized can eusilv hold the balance
of power. Yet the British government acted un-
wisely. The mere scheduling of Canadian cattle
cannot remove the grievances of the British farmer
who labours under the evils incident upon oppress-
ive and unjust Jaws, rod while the farmer does not
giet satisfaction, the mechanic is npin arms against
dear food. The proper course to have taken would
have been to face the situation fairly in theface, to
repeal, amend, or enact laws where such is ren.
dered necessary, laws which give too much power
and t0o much privelege to the owner and too little
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rotection to the occupant of agricnltural holdings.

t will come to this, and when the British govern-
ment realizes its duty and undertakes to perform
it, the scheduling will be discontinued, In the
meantime how is the restriction to affect the Can-
adian farmer? There is but one answer. Badly.
It will cut off a large and rapidly growing trade in
stock cattle and will compel a change of mode with
poor returna. The alternative of feeding cattle
to the butcher’s standard is problematical. One
thing against it is the difficulty in procuring cheap
feeding stuffs. Then it is admitted that we could
not compete successfully with the United States
except for two months in the year. The only
hoge left is the speedy rescinding of the order,
and for that end political pressure must not be
slackened from Ottawa,

Mr. HENRY SteEwart contributes a valuable
article on the Auatralian wool industry and its
influence on the American market to the American

Agriculturist. His conclusions will be found of
particular interest by our readers. It is shown
that Australia is the most important competitor
of the American wool grower. The wools of that
country are similar in character to our native
kinds, and are used for the same purpose, viz,, the
better kinds of clothing, Thus the Australian and
the Awmerican shepherd meet in the same market,
and, nmecessarily the ome must emjoy advantage
over the other, as the facilities afforded for his in-
dustry may be greater. At the present time the
low price of wool is due to this competition, for
Australia manufactures but a sraall portion of her
product, and sends the greatcr pard vo other coun-
tries as a raw .naterial, for consumption there.
The imports of this wool here have greatly in-
creased of late, and, so long as our home product
is insufficient for our manufacturers, these imports
will be required. The Australian product and its
probable future increase are, therefore, of much
interest to American wool growers, and the follow-
ing figures will show the rapid increase in produc-
tion, and its bearing on the question of future
competition which American wool growers must
meet. The Australian colonies consist of seven
distinct independent nationalities, Victoria, New
South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, West
Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand. The

product of these for the past ten years is as follows,
taking them in consecutive order as mentioned :
Bales,

Value,
£79.440.000
80,365,000
80.620.000
68 385,000
71,760,000
76 910.000
78,900,000
03,485.000
01,715.000
105,185,000

Year,

This shows a steady inerease, notwithstanding the
reduced prices from $30 a bale, in 1882, to 862.50
in the present year. And the reports from
Australia are very far from indicating any dis-
satisfaction with the current prices, or the profits
of the business, It is noticeable that the large
wool companies which own the largest flocks, are
still paying satisfactory dividends in spite of lower

rices. What may happen, howcver, this year,
when the returns come in under a further decline
of ten to twelve per cent. in the value of the clip
is uncertain; but, at any rate. no disagreeable
anticipations have bLeen expressed. The general
reduction in expenses in the management of larger
flocks goes a great way to meet these deficient re-
turns, and, as yet, there has been no indication of
any check to the continued increase of the flocks
and the wool. Of this large produmct there was
exported, in all, during the time mentioned for the
five year periods as follows:

Year, Bales, Inerease.
1881-2...00. eevvininnnn 1,003,701

18866, ...eveiviiinnnnns 1,140,831 28,220
1880-90. 1,474,588 - 119,938
18901.....0ennnn .1,626,205 151,617

The increase during the present year is estimated
at 155,489 bales. Al figures in this relation are
given in bales, but a bale is & varying number, and
not, like the cotton bales, made nearly to a stand-
ard. The importations into New Vork show that
the Australian wool bales from 305 to 413 pounds.
But, so far as the knowledge of the writer goes,
the average is nearer 400 than 300, and may be

estimated at 370 pounds. This will give the total
quantity of wool produced as 6474 pounds, and an
average of about five pounds to the fleece, The
number of sheep in the seven colonies arve as fol-
lows, giving the figurcs in the previous order:

Sheep, Increase,
181, 78.063 420 2,004,743
18365.. .. 82,719,080 4,471,497
1890.. ... 113,559,350 12.202.376
1231 SR 123,966 563 10,407,204

The outlook for the present year is not cheering,
either for an increase of flocks or wool. The
Australian shepherd has many difficultics to con-
tend with ; extreme drouths injure the pastures,
floods kill off the Jambs, the rabbits, in places, de-
stroy the pastures, and sometimes parasitic diseases
attack the flocks and commit disastrous ravages.
On the whole, it may be thought that the future
has in store for both him and his southern competi-
tor a better and greater profit from the flocks. It
must not be forgotten that the seasons in Australia
are the reverse of ours, and that our winter timeis
their summer. and vice v.rsa. This, of course,
changes the time of shearing. But, on account of
the great distance of the shecp rums from trans-
portation, the new clip made in our fall, or about
December, does not come to the market until about
the same time as ours.

THE elevation of Sir John Thompson to the
premiership of the Dominion has been received on

the whole with satisfaction by the Conservative
party and by the country. Some of the ardent
Protestants in the Orange Order have their mis-
givings as to the wisdom of a Roman Catholic
holding the highest political office in the country,
but on the whole it is felt that no other choice
could well have been made, and should Sir John
reconstruct the Cabivet on a more popular basis
than it is at present, he may depend on the sup-
port and confidence of a good working majority of
the House of Commons,

~As this number of MassEy’s ILLUSTRATED goes
to press (Dec. 2nd, 11 a.m.), the mammoth Toronto

Works of Massey Harris Co., Ltd., are being hon-
ored with a visit from His Excellency, the Governor
General of Canada, Lord Stanley of Preston, and
Lady Stanley, accompanied by the Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario, Hon. (Reorge A. Kirkpatrick,
and Mrs. Kirkpatrick. They seem to take the
keenest interest in watching the various processes
in passing through the numerous departments of
the Works, no one of the many trades represented
failing to elicit their earnest attention. It may be
of interest to the readers of Massty’s ILLUSTRATED
to know that as oue side of this issuc of our paper
was passing through the press, His Excelleacy, and
those who accompanied him, watched the copics
coming from the cylinder. Few visitors have gone
through the great Toronto shops of Massey-Harris
Co., Ltd., who have evinced more pleasure in
observing and studying the methods of preparing
the variety of material end hundreds of parts
which go to make up a Self-Binding Harvester.
Lord Stunley expressed himself as being highly
delighted at the extent and completeness of this
national Canadian industry.

Tur following letter has been sent to MASSEY'S
ILusTRATED for publication. It speaks for itself,

Mr. Ep17oR,—S0 much has been written regard-
ing Gold cure for drunkenness, tha! we all know
of the great good accomplished. My hushand,
who was a wreck for years, took treatment at an
institute over three years ago, and has had no
desire to taste liquor since; but it cost us over
8100. I had a brother-in-law, a chemist, a slave
to drink, bubt too poor to take treatment. He
analyzed the medicine my hushand brought home,
and cured himself. Four of our acquaintances got
the prescription; and cured themselves. The fol-
lowing is the prescription: Elcctrofied Gold, 15
grs.; Muciate of Ammonia, 73 grs.; Comp. Fluid
Ext. of Cinchona, 4 grs.; Fluid Ext. of Coca, 1}
078.; Glycerine, 1} ozs.; Nitrate of Strychnine,
1 gr.; distilled water, 1} ozs. Take a teaspoonful
every two hours when awake for two or three
weeks. After the second or third day there will
be no desire for drink. Medicine to effect a cure
will not cost over $3.50. I think every paper
should help the poor by publishing this pre-
scription.—MRs. Wat,_CARTER.

1st.—All the cattle off the Canadian steamers Hurona and
Moulseaton at Dundee, ordered to be slaughtered on account
of suspected cages of pleuro-pnenmonia. Reported
shipments of Canadian cattle for Great Britain, for October,
show a decrease, the numbers being 11,546 cattle and 15,281
sheep below those of last year.

ond.—Ion. Edward Dewdney, assumes Lieut nant Gov-
ernorghip of British Columbia. Lieutenant Schwalks,
the famous Arctio explorer, euicided at Portland, Oreron.
. . Terrible accident on the railway at Thirek, Yorkshire,
whereby thirteen pergons were killed on the Edinburgh Fly-
ing Express.

3rd.—Hon. T. M, Daly re-elected by scclamation at Bran-
don, Man,, on his elevation to the Dominion cabinet. . . .
Dr. MacEachran declared that no pleuro-pneumonia exists in
Canada.

4th.—Vienna declared free from cholera. Canadian
cattle scheduled trom British ports. . Hon. H. Mercier,
Ex-Premier of Quebee, acquitted by the courts.

sth.—A great fire in Brooklyn caused damace to the
amount of $600.000, Montreal reception to Mr. Mercier
eld. . . . Mr Cleveland elected Democratic President of
the United States.

7th.—53,000 Lancashire cotton spinners on strike. . . .
Successful farmers from Manitoba sent to Europe by the
Cunadian Pacific Railway as immigration agents.

gth.—Fatal dynamite explosion in the premises of the Car-
manx Mining Company's oflices, Paris, occurred. . Emilio
Castelar invited to be the orator at the opening of the World's
Fair at Chicago.

9th —Dr. Georgo Ross, vice-dean of McGill University,
Montreal, died. . . . Heavy snow storms experienced on
C. P. R. track enst of Winnipeg. . . . Annual convention
of the Oxford county Dairymen's Association held. . Can.
adian and Newfoundland delegiter met at Hhlitax, N. 8., to
confer as to the colony becoming a Dominjon Province.

10th.—A prohibition Association formed at Ingersoll, Ont.
. Thanksgiving Day observed in the Dominion,

11th.—The strike i1. New Orleans ended.

12th.—To provide work for the unemployed poor, the Brit-
ish government ordered the construction of roads and draine.
. . . At Retferd, England, a meeting ¢f farmers possed o
violent resolution againat frec trade, . . QGeneral Dodda,
commanding the French army in Dahomey, ardered white men
of German, Belzian, Englisb and French natjonality tobe shot
with other captives from the King’s army.

14th.—The Rusgian prohihition against the emigration of
Jews withdrawn, . . Three persons prisoned at Brad-
tord, England, by eating Canadian canned lobsters.

15th.—The French Pracurcur-General, decided to prosecute
the Panama Canal directors, Rochdale mill-ow-1ers
decided to place their mill-workers on ehort time,

16th.—~1.ord Rosebery unveiled a marble bust of the late
Sir John A. Macdonald in the crypt of St. Paul's Cathedral,
London.

17th,—Property on Broadway New York, neat Pine Sk, wae
bought at the enormoun fiyure of $17.648 per square foot. .
. . Baroness Rathschild baptized into the Roman Cathalie
church, to which she Lecame a convert, at Yaris.

18th.—Two workmen killed by an explosion ot dynamite in
Nepean township, near Ottawa.

19th.—Bank of Montreal secured the financial azency of the
Dominion government §n London. . Yale defeated
TIarvard in their annual football mateh by 8 to 0.

91st.—Washington authorities granted three years’ leave of
absence to Licutenant Peary for exploration in Greenland.

92id.—St. Andrew, N.B., reported as likely to be the winter
terminus for the C.P.R.

23rd.—The Bishop of Fredericton enthroned. . . Willism
0'Connor, the ehampion narsman, died at Toronto.

24th.—Decided to call next gencral conference of the Meth-
odist church at L.ondon, Ont., in 1804

95th.—Sir John Thompson sworn in a8 Premier of Canada.

96th.—Wm. O’Connor, the champion orrsmen, buried at
Toronto.

281h.—Manitola separate school question heard before com-
mittec of Dominion cabinet. Targe public meeting in
Montreal, declare agninst annexation to the United States.
. John J. Pearson, the prominent Toronto renl estate
man, died.

29th.—Richard Hinder, $5.T.R. Stratford, found deadin hed.
. . Annual dinner of the Medical faculty of Trinity Uni-
versity, Toronte, held. . . . Grand welcome given to the
faculty and students of Victoria University by the Methodiste
of Toronto. . Ropart of the dehorning commission
jesued by the Ontario government.

anth,--Celebration of St. Andrew'a Day. . . . Departure
of Thomas Russell, M. P. for South Tyrone, for the United
States and Canada, in a tour of investigation into federal
systems of govermmnent, . , . 'The cotton strikers of Bol-
ton deposited £10,000 for the credit of the General Reliet fund
for operators out of work.




MASSEY’S ILLUSTRATED.

188

AN

Three-Horse Whiffletree.

THE illustrations show one of the simplest, and
yet one of the most useful and one of the cheapest
three-horse whiffletrees, It is not in general use,
though known and used in many places thronghout
the Province.

Fig. 1.

Fig. 1—Three-Horse Whiffletree.—C C C, cleviseg—~L L, links
—Distance e to b, 4 ft. 7 in.—d toeor g to k, 3¢ in.—7 to h %0
fo,—r to g 10in. Small iron whiffletrees, » m and Lk, 10 in,
long, Tugsattached at 0 and j must be lonyer than the others
by oae hole.

The hooks on the end of the small whiffietree are
a part of the metal composing the whiflleiree,
Arrange the clevis on the plow so that the off horse
can walk in the furrow, and not cut too much into
the land. The other two horses can walk on the
land not yet plowed, There is no patent on it.

The figure below (Fig. 2) shows the mode for
attaching the horses.—Country Gentleman,

Fig. 2,

Barb-Wire Fences.

These have been an invention of greatimportance
tofarmers. Millions of dollors have been expended
in constructing them, and they have saved millions
to farmers in providing cheap and eflicient barriers

between their grain and cattle fields. Buta serious
objection has arisen at the same time, in the
wounds which the lacerating barbs inflict on the
animals which carelessly dash against them, Their
danger arises directly from their value. Wires
without barbs would not inflict any wounds, and
they would not retard strong and furious animals.
" To prevent the cruel wounding by the barb wires,
some have strenuously urged by law the prohibi-
tion of their use altogether for fences, but they do
not ingist on the prohibition of railrouds, although
these cause more than a hundred times ag many
accidents of a more formidable character. Barb
fences may be constructed so as toavoid the danger
of accidents. and at the same time retain their
efficiency. Fig. 1 represents the most dangerous
form of the fence, consisting of several wires

Fig. 1.

atretched from post to post and nothing else visible
from the level of the ground upwards. Animals,
not seeing so slender an object, would be in danger,
when running, of dashing directly against thesharp

oints with sufficient force to tear the flesh and
inflict formidable wounds. Some owners claim
that they can render it entirely safe by first leading
the horses or other animals, and pressing their
noges against the points of the barbs, and can thus

teach them permanent respect for the fence, which
they will carefully avoid in the future. There is
no doubt that this preventive will be entirely suc-
cessful, if the owner will take the pains to be suffi-
ciently careful with all his animals, if he happens
to have fifty or a hundred, to have them thoroughly
gone through with, but there would be danger of

v ‘Iﬁﬂﬁ.‘-"“"%u"hﬁ‘?x ¢
Fig, 2

its partial or large omission. TFig, 2 is the mcst
efficient use of the barb wire where but a single
wire is used on a previously constructed board
fence. It is placed along the top, being fastened
at each post. As unruly animals usually press
from the top down in making their inroads, they
quickly make themeelves acquainted with what
appesrs to be to them a very formidahle barrier,
and we never see young horses resting their heads
or necks on this kind of fence, as we often see them
resting on smoother fences. Board fences which
have brcome weakened by age have been thus
rendered impregnable to the wildest horses.

A common way for rendering barb fences more
safe by erecting a visible barrier, is to placea
single board at the top, as shown in Fig. 3. It
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requires a large number of posts, as they must be
set nearer together. Some animalsof smaller size,
not seeing the wires, sometimes attempt to pass
under this upper board, and thus become badly
lacerated, but this is rarely attempted.

The arrangement may be rendered safer by plac-
the top board below the top wire. The board is
then still a visible barrier, and they will not
attempt to go above or below it (Fig. 4).

A W
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Fig. 4

Another form of safety consists in placing the
visible barrier at the bottom. This may be & board,
a bank and ditch, or a stone wall. The objection
to the board is that it so low down as to be nearly
out of sight, or if seen, the animal would at once
attempt to leap it, and thus the danger be increased
by leaping into the wires. :

A bank and ditch is a good mode for construction,
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Ig. 6.

A horse rarely attempts to leap a ditch; and
when there is one on each side of the line, with a
bank in the ceutre, a horse or other animal will
rarely or never attempt it. The ditches are opened
with several furrows of the plow, and the earth
from these furrows thrown up by hand between
them, Posts are set in the line at suitable dis-
tances, and the wires stretched over the line at
suitable suitable heights and distances to make a
good fence. A mneat and handsome form of the
barb fence with its conspicuous line, is made by
enclosing it in an orpamental hedge. Stretck the
ga!vanized wire lengthwise along the centre of the

hedge when it is half grown, and sgain in sub-

sequent years successively till it is completed

t

{fig. 6.) The hedge may be of some plant not
forming a sufficient fence of itself, but rendered
amply go to resist any animal through the addition.
al aid of the barb wires—a small deciduous tree
that has a hedgy growth, like the buckthorn,
privet, hawthorn or Japan quince : or it may be of
any evergreen that will bear cutting back, and
which will thicken under the operation. Three
wires, around which the hedge will grow and hold
it in its place, would muke a strong combined
fence, through which invruding animals will not
attempt to pass.—Counlry Gentleman,

The File on the Farm.

Tas file is a more important farm tool than many
famers, who during all their lives have never filed
the cutting edge of a hoe blade, are aware of. If

such men have a practical demonstration of the
difference between & dull and a sharp hoe, they are
certain to purchase a small flat file for the work-
men to carry in their pockets when epgaged in
work requiring the use of a sharp hoe. Tile the
hoe upon both sides of the blade, and it will retain
an edge longer and cut smoother than when the
filing is all upon one side, although it should be
filed most on the inside. Both a flat, a three-
cornered and a round file should be kept on hand.
Their use will often save a trip to the shopina
busy time, and they pay for themselves many times
each year in sharper edged tools,—American Agri-
culturist.

Barbed Wire.

Mr. M. H. C. GARDENER writes to the Rwral
New Yorker as follows ;

“To take up barbed wire is a most disagreeable
duty that has to be done on most farms where a
temporary fence has been thrown around a crop
for a year or two. Those who have done it by
winding it back on the spool by hand, have torn
and lacerated the latter, which have been very
sore for days, so that they detest the name of
barbed wire. But it is easy to build the simple
frame-work shown at Fig. 1, and screw it through

Fig, 1,

the sills A A to the bottom of a milk cart which
most farmers have, and put the spool on the crank,
C, which lifts out of the slot, E; then one man
pushes the cart and another turns the crank, and
the taking up of any amount of wire is a pleasure
and not a painful duty. The upright pieces, B, B,
are framed to lean ahead so that when the cart
handles are raised for pushing the frame stands
perpendicularly, and when at rest the weighted
spovl rests ahead of the centre so as not to upset
the cart.”

SALT American pork has now a free entry into
France without any inspection,
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WE get more milk from a cow that is net untied
all winter, but we do not get so good a calf.,

Tue Western Holstein-Fricsian Breeders’ Asso-

ciation has resolved to establish & herd-book for
the registration of cattle.

A 6oop grindstone is a necessity on every farm,

The farmer and his boys ought to be very familiar
wiih it by constant use.

A 00D active cat that will spend most of its
timo about the barn building ridding them of mice,
rats, and other vermin is worth at least five dollars
per year to any farmer.

WiTH & light axe the pruned limbs of trees can
be cut into six-inch pieces and left to dry. Thiy
is better for starting the fire than pine kindlings
and is more economical,

Tuis is the season for giving advice to owners of
colts to take good carc of them, Colts are the
mosgt valuable live stock on the farm and should
receive the greatest care and attention.

Iv Britain goat milk is becoming popular for
family use, It is said to be superior tocow’s milk,
Custards and puddings ave far richer when this
milk is employed, and to tea and coffee it imparts
a richness only obtainable with cow’s milk to which
cream is added,

Tuis year Idahoand Montana lead in wheat with
crops of 22.5 and 22 bashels per acre, respectively,
Colorado fcllowing with 19.1, and Washington
with 18 4 bushels. The great wheat fields of the
North-west, the two Dakotas, drop $o 12,5 bushels.
Kunsas is reckored at 17 bushels, Illinois and
Michigau at 14.7, Pennsylvania at 14.4, New York
at 14.3, Indiana at 14, Ohio at 13.2, California at
12.8, Missouri at 1L.1, and Iowa at 1L.5. Food
for thought here,

AN old veterinarian sums up in favor of spaying
substantially thues : Spayed cows are less liable to
disease ; they are more cheaply kept in condition;
they give the same quantity of milk the year
round ; they will give double the quantity of milk
annually of cows unspayed ; they fatten easier and
at less expense ; and many other as doubtful asser-
tions in favor of spaying are put forward by the
game writer. But from personal experience, and
thorough investigation, the balance is against the
operation. Almost the only argument in favor of
spaying is, that cows put on fat faster with less
feed. But generally cows are kept for dairy pro-
ducts, millks, butter, or cheese. It isa poor cow
that will but yield the value of her carcass in five
or six years,

It has been proved that milk siclness is neither
more nor less than poisoning by unwholesome
germs, which are produced in amazing numbers in
the decaying vegetation of rich moist land. As
this discase is easily communicated to persons, and
at this time of the year is exccedingly dangerous,
the poison being communicated both by the milk
and butter, the utmost care should be exercised
not only to keep the cows from such spots, but to
boil the milk before it is used, and to refuse the
butter wherever the danger exists. It isa peculi-
arity of this disease that those who do not die of
it never recover completely, but arc always ailing,
and fall victims to any other disease by reason of
their weakened condition, Especially in the South
every precaution should be taken until the winter
sets In,

THERE i8 quite « good deal of what approaches
to nonsense written now and then, in these days,
about the formation of nitrates in the soil, their

fiaxation by root-nodules, etc. What is wanted

when a green crop is turned under is to geb it de-
composed as soon a8 possible ; this will be accom-
plished more rapidly in warm than in cool weather,
and not at all in cold weather, In the South there
would doubtless be much warm weather after tha
pea crop was fully matured, but in the Northern
States not. The recommendation to cover with
lime is often made, and is good; so, too, for this
crop the use of superphosphate (acid phosphate is
phe same thing); and it is right, also, to say that
if the green manuring accomplishes nething more
than to plow under green stuff to make humus, it
is only a part of what should be done. This is the
case when rye or buckwheat is used ; but with the
pea or clover fertilized with phosphate, nitrogzn is
gathered from the air, and a large quantity of this
most valuable plant-food may be addea to the soil,
besides a much larger quantity of humus-making
material than the most luxuriant crop of rye or
buckwheat would yield.

No farmer’s home should be without & library,
and no farmer’s library should be without a few
good books on Farming and Live Stock. What the
lance is to the surgeon the plow is to the farmer,
and what the prescription book is to the doctor the

text-book on agriculture ought to be, but is not, to
the farmer. The latter, thus, deprives himself of
the knowledge accumulated by the practical ex-
perience of his class, the want of which cannot, fail
to place him often at a disadvantage. The printing
press has disseminated a knowledge of the princi-
ples of science and art and has carried abroad the
products of inventive genius to the incalculable ad-
vantage of the arlizan, the manufacturer and the
constructor. Agriculture has a prolific literature,
but the farmer does not benefit by the printing
press ag his brother toilers in other avocations do.
Why should this be s0? Why not throw some
variety and recreation into the routine of farm life
by a study of books and periodicals on subjects of
practical interest. Depend upon it,in these days
of keen competition, no farmer who is hehind the
times con win very much in thehard race. Be wise
to learn, and despise not the useful hints conveyed
to you on the pages of farm literature,

Live Stock.

Tur following designs for carriage and horse
barns were supplied at the request of a correspond-
ent in that admirable farmers’ paper, the Cultivator
and Country Gentleman, ¥Wig. 1 represents one
where but two or three horses may be kept, and

fig. 2 one of double the size or larger. They have
but listle extra ornament, but at the same time
a neat exterior, and kept well painted, will be a
positive ornament at a distance from the dwelling,
and partly hid by trees. Neither of them are

Fig. 2.

represented with cellars, but both should have
them, ag the space furnished by basements, i
properly constructed and cared for, is the cheapest

and most valuable part of the building for its cost.
With good ventilators, the upper part is kept clean
and pure. The iaterior *arrangements will be
according to tlioc wishes of owners, and will vary
accordingly,

Tne production of mutton should always be pro-

fitable. It can be grown more cheaply than beef
or pork, because the wool so largely pays the cost
of feeding.

SHEEP kept on fsrms in small flocks are more

profitable per capita than those kept in large
flocks, for the reauson that they are more easily
handled, and are consequently better cared for,

WE cannot give up stock growing on the farm,

for the fertility of the farm must be maintained,
and our pastures must be utilized ; our crops of
grass and forage and grain, too, should all be fed
on the farm.

The Pouliry Dard.

Farmers' Brooding Coop.

THE coop given below is largely used among the
farmers of Ohio and Indiana. It is roughly con-

structed of light boards, each coop being about
two feet high by three or four feet long. A door

o=

on the side gives access to the old hen, and for put-
ting in food, water and straw. The front part has
three entrances for the young chicks, the npper
portion being of slats to admit light. It is hest to
have a canvas to throw over the coop in wet wea-
ther. A wire or strap may scrve the purpose of a
handle,

A BrEEDPING duck requires water ; without it she
will take no exercise,

Srcurg all the manure made by a flock of hens
and you will be many dollars in pocket.

CnarcoAn freely sprinkled in your hen houses
and yards will largely promote good health.

Dox’r use nest eggs. They are a nuisance and

often cause egg eating througheracking the other
egas.

Excraxp imported for use the past year 1,200,000
hens, cocks, capons and cockerels, over 1,000,000
ducks, and more than 10,000 partridges.

Many varieties of black chicks, when first
hatched, have whitc on them. This white, how-
ever, will disappear iu three or four months,

By careful selection and breeding from the best

layers of any breed of fowls the number of eggs
laid in twelve months will be largely increased.

Ir possible, poultry should bave the run of the
whole farm, with the exception of the garden and

small fruits ; they will do better this way and take
less food.

Crovir, which contains nitrogen and lime,
should be fed more frequently to fowls and alarger

number of eggs realized. Toomuch grain is fatten.
ing and decreases the laying.




MASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED.

190

From Field and Wood.

WheN well arranged, dried grasses and flowers
are always beautiful. Asmuch of their beauty con-
sists in the graceful forms of delicate stems and
tiny seed-pods, that arrangement is best which
allows thia dainty tracery to be scen.

An ornamental panel made of the treasures gath-
ered from field and wood is something new and
pretty. It is much to be preferred to the old-fash-
ioned ¢“dricd bouquet,” where delicate grasses,
soldierly cat-tails and everlastings were often
packed tightly together, effectually destroying the
distinctive beauty of each.

To make a panel like the one illustrated in fig. 1.

K

Fig. 1.

there will be required & thin board of the desired
size (boards on which certain kinds of dressed goods
are wrapped answer nicely, and can be had st al-
most any dry-goods store for the asking), a cup of
well-cooked flour paste, asheet of wadding, enough
pongee or China silk of a cream shade to cover the
board, sufficient plush of a bright golden brown to
make & border two or three inches widvaround the
penel, and a paper of the smallest-sized double-
pointed tacks.

From the wadding cut a piece the exact size of
the board, and fasten it on by pasting along each
edge; do the same with the silk ; join the four plush
strips at each corner with a bias seam and turn the
edge under, around the inside of the oblong thus
made. It is best to fasten the turn by hemming
with long stitches. .

The plush must be cut large enough to turn over
on to the back of the panel for a quarter of an inch.
Carefully put some paste on the border at each
corner and along both edges; place it right-side
down on a table and put the panel on it, pressing
softly in place; cut a square out of each corner of
the plush where it projects beyond the board; then
turn down the projecting edges on to the back of
the board. A piece of heavy brown paper, cut a
trifle smaller than the panel, should be pasted over
the back to conceal raw edges and give a finished
appearanoe. Drivea tack on each sideof the panel
near the top, on which to tie a cord to hang the
panel by. Great care should be taken that all
edges are cut perfectly straight and thatall jeinings
are exact.

The panel is now ready for the grasses, cat-tails,
&o., which should bo arranged gracefully on it and
firmly fastened into position with tacks. These
will not show if a leaf or full head of grass is skill-
fully allowed to droop over them. The panel should
he hung almost flat against the wall, and on alovel
with the eyc of a person standing. This is the

< .

manner recommended by artists for the banging of
all pictures.

It is considered very bad taste to color grasses.
The bright green and the various shades of red often
geen in the stiff bunches offered for sale are simply
hideous. No artificial coloring can equalin beauty
the numerous shades of bright and dark browns
which the verious grasses and weeds take in dry-
ing. Some of the most common roadside weeds
work in nicely when arranging a panel. The cyme
of the elderberry, from which the ripened berries
"have been shaken, is beautiful in form nnd rich in
color. The seeds of many varieties of the clematis
are in soft, fluffy bunches, and as a loag vine can
often be had with its many downy balls, they are
very graceful.

To give variety, & banner may be made in place
of the panel just described. In order to hang
smoothly with the weight of the grasses, ferns and
cat-tails, it must be made of heavy material, The
brown plush would be pretty, with a lining of sa.-
teen and an interlining of heavy linen canvas. It
should be trimmed across the bottom with acorns
or walnuts. A loop of the narrowest, brown, baby
ribbon is fastened to the stem end of each nut with
a small tack ; the nuts are then sewed at equal dis-
tances by these loops across the banner. The rod,
fig. 2, is made of a small branch—the more knarled

Fig. 2.

and moss-covered the better. To make the rings,
cut eight pieces of cardboard about a sixth of an
inch wide; sew them into rings that will easily slip
ever the rod ; paint the inside brown and cover the
outside with thin pieces of bark peeled from se-
lected twigs. The rings can be made from the
twigs themselves, but the shape will not be o true.
Put the twigs in hot water, and when they become
pliable bend then into rings and sew the ends to-
gether with stout throud. The grasses and flowers
are fastened on the banner by sewing with strong
silk. A heavy brown ribbon, an inch wide, is used
to suspend the banner,

Either the panel or the banner would make a very
appropriate Christmas present, something that one
living in the country could send to a city friend,
feeling sure they would not see anything in the art
stores better of its kind.

Practical and Pretty.

A DICTIONARY is a heavy book to lift, and one
that if left on the table occupies a deal of space
and is apt to have other things placed onit. That
it is a book which should have ita place in evecy
family has been said over and over; also that the
children should be taught to use it often.

A practical *‘dictionary holder” that has been
in use for many years in a family, where the worn
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Fig. 1,

cover of the book bears a strong, though silent,
testimony to its constant use, is illustrated by fig.

i

1. It is & shelf made of an inch-thick, well-sea-
soned board, 13 by 15 inches. It is supported by
two iron brackets, such as are sold atany hardware
store. The brackets are screwed both to the board
and the wall, making all very secure.

The cover is of dark-red felt. Thelambrequinis
ornamented with a vine embroidered in crewels.
Fig. 2 gives o pattern for the embroidery. The

Fig. 2.

stems and leaves are shaded green silk, and the
star-shaped flowers in yellow. The edge of the
lambrequin is finished with a fringe made by cut.
ting the felt into narrow strips for a depth of three
inches.

To make this holder perfect, there should be a
law as unchangenble as those of the Medes and
Persians, that under no circumstances should any-
thing but the dictionary be placed there,

Some convenient place to put the odds and ends
that will collect where work and play is going on
during the day is a great saving of ateps to the
bucy house-mother. A dainty, ribbon-trimmed
basket is hardly suitable for the apple-core little
Bess is so anxious to dispose of, or the damp, pasty
papers left from Ned's kite, The scrap jar (fig. 3),

_ Fig. 3.

is both ornamental and decidedly practical. A
common four-gallon jar—one without handles if
possible—is selected and fitted with a round wood-
en cover, Several thicknesses of soft old news-
paper is wrapped around the jar. The jar and lid
are then covered smoothly with red felt. A strip
of brown felt 4 inches wide, on which is em-
broidered a vine, is fastened around the jar near
the centre. The joining of this band is concealed
by a bow of red and brown ribbons, the ends of
which are carried up over the edge and fastened
inside the jar, If desired, a similar bow can be
placed on the cover.

The pattern given for embroidery on the diction-
ary holder would look equally well on the brown
felt, only it would be well to work the flowers in
red instead of yellow.

This serap jar should have the contents removed
ei»'ery morning, and all dust wiped out witha damp
cloth.

In Holiday Time.

-At Christmas time s fow decorations well placed
do much toward giving the house o holiday look.
Simple materials can be used, and the children will
enjoy, not only the result, but preparing it.

Evergreens come first in the choice of material,
A few small evergreen trees of symmetrical shape
placed here and there in pots through the houseare
effective. Ropes of evergreen can be placed over
windows, doors, pictures and mantel, brightening
the evergreen with clusters of red berries, Iu lar-
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ger towns, evergreen rope can be bought by the
yord, and the beautiful holly with itsscarlet berries
by the pound. When this cannot be done, the rope
can be made by tying small bits of evergreen on
stout twine. Ground-pine and priacess-pine are
most satisfactory. The berries of vhe bitter-sweet,
which grows almost all over the North, are very
bright and pretty. When it is possible to cut a
long vine of bitter-sweet, the pine can be tied di-
rectly on the stem. Berries of asparagus can often
be found in the garden in good condition, and of
bright color. They work in well and will last some
time.

When none of these are obtainable, a good sub-
stitute can be made of dried peas. Soak the peas
in warm water until soft, then pass a wire through
cach pea (fig. 1), twist the two ends together and

Fiy. 1

make into” bunches. To color, dip into melted
gealing-wax or paint with vermilion. The wire
used should be very fine, the kind used for wiring
cut, flowers.

In making certain decorations, pieces of lath
covered with evergreens are preferable to rope.
The mantel is one of the most conspicuous objects
in a room, and should receive most elaborate deco-
ration, A mantel decorated as illustrated (fig. 2)
is very beautiful and comparatively little work.
Have a frame made of lath to fit over the mantel,
If vhere is & mirror, the lath frame must fit round
it. Cover the first with dark green cambric, then
with the evergreen. Two laths covered with the
green are placed above the frame in an inverted V-
shape. The letters to form the words ‘A Merry
Christmas” are cut from heavy card-board and
covered with the evergreen, which is sewed on
with strong thread. If amirror occupies the space
in the frame, the letters are fastened to it with a
paste made of gum tragacanth. This gum can be
bought at any drug store, and five cents’ worth will
make a large quantity of paste. All that is neces-
sary to prepare it is to pour cold water over the
gum and let it stand several hours. If there is no
mirror, sew the letters on to a piece of crimson
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cotton flannel the size of the space framed ; stretch
the cotton flannel smoothly into place, and make
all fast with small tacks. The designas for the
letters nan be procured of any sign paiuter, who
will mark them out for a trifle, or the job depart-
ment of any printing office would have various
styles of large letters.

Every picture should have placed over or round
it a bit of green. Sometimes, however, o large
space remains vacant and is hard to fill. In that
cnse a wall banner is just the thing. Very pleasing
results may be obtained fromsuch humble materials
a8 tissue-paper and cambric.. Procure a yard of
pale blue or pink cambric, half a dozeu sheets of
tissue-paper the color of the cambric, the same
amount of white tissue-paper, one small sized sheet

of silver-paper, two or three skeins of wool the
color of the paper and cambric, some evergreen and
red berries. It 1s best to use the cambric double ;
fold across the middle so the width of the cambric
will be the length of the banner; shape across the
bottom like fig. 3. old the edge over a small
stick at the top, and secure in place with paste.
Tuke each shect of the tissue-paper separately,
unfold and gather it up in the hand, squeezing
tightly, then curefully pull out; repeas this epera-
Lion at least twice for each sheet, Cut euch sheet
thus crinkled into two pieces the longest way ;
double euch piece, and with a pair of sharp scissors
cut into nurrow strips, leaving about a quarter of
an inch at the top uncut. This makes a soft, flufly
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fringe, with a crimped heading. Cut two stars
from paste-board, and cover with the silver paper.
Before covering sew a fine wire hairpin to the back
of each star. L'rom heavy paper cut the letters for
¢« A Merry Xmag,” using the old style as given.
Cover with white crimped tissue cut into short,
narrow atrips Paste the letters and fringe oo the
banner, aud lay aside to dry, which it will do in a
few hours. Twist a heavy cord from the wool and
join to the upper corners of the banner. Arrange
a cluster of the evergreen and red berries, and
fasten on the banner with a silver star, as shownin
the illustration, A similar cluster and stor is
placed on the cord where it passes over the pail.

There is very much in the manner in which
Christmas gifts are presented. Christmas pies, a
Christmae loaf and u gift stocking arc all well
worbh the trouble they are to prepare, for the
pleasurc and surprise they give to thosc who re-
ceive them, A Christmas pie can be made in this
way : Take a large millc pan and line it witha
crust made of flour and water, fill with paper and
fit on the top crust. \When baked, remove the top
crust, take out the paper and put in the presents;
then the top crust is fastencd on again with a flour-
and-water paste. The pie is served with dessert,
each one receiving his or her portion.

A huge family stocking, to hold all the presents,
will often give the children much sport = Every-
thing should be securely wrapped and plinly
marked. The eldest child should have the henor
of removing the packages from the stocking. The
younger ones may hand them to their respective
owmers,

The following plan is very different, and is called
“The Fairy Well.” It is easy of construction ; a
barrel is covered on the outside for a depth of two
feet from the top with ingrain paper. This is
marked off into irregular blocks to represent a
stone curbing, with a black crayon. Various-sized
boxes are covered and marked off in the same way.
It is only necessary to cover one side and one end
of each box. The barrel is placed in position
against o wall, and the boxes built around it to
represent a slope, leaving the part of the barrel
that is stoned exposed to view. Quantitics of
green are tacked over the well-curb and stoncs,
hunches of fleecy cotton are tucked around among
the stones, and diamond powder sprinkled over it.

Oa the eventful evening, one of the smaller chil-

. dren is dressed as a fairy, and provided with a
~wand made of & stick covered with green and

tipped with a star cut from tin. She takes her
place near the well, and pretending te weave u
spell, puts down her wand into the well. A boy

" or girl concealed there, fastens a package on it,

marked with the name of the person for whom it is

- intended, and to whom the fairy presents ic with a
: bow.

A Christmas tree that did not bear candy among
its fruit would hardly be a favorite anong its
patrons, For holding sweets, bags made of gay
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Japanese napkins (g, 4) are new and bright look-
ing. Two edges of the napkin are joined by past-
ing, and it is made into a hag by tying o bright-
colored cord top and bottom ; a narrow ribbon is
tied to the cord at the top, by which it is fastened
to the tree,

Tire whites of cggs may be given different color
and flavors. Use raspberry syrup for pink eggs,
spinach for green, ond the grated yellow rind of
the lemons with two or three drops of saffron for
yellow, and vanilla and chocolate for brown. If
after adding the flavoring the cream is not quite
firm, stiv in a little powdered sugar. These eggs
should be wrapped in paraffin and then in fringed
tissuc papers. They are pretty laid in little bas-
kets lined with white paper.  Under the paper

there should be a layer of white cotton.
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Don't Forget the Children.

IN two weeks or so, the Christian world will
have celebrated its most important annual holiday.
For some time past the children have been won-
dering and guessing what Santa Claus will bring
them, and many who know that the great gift-dis-
tributor never comes their way are feeling sad that
they will have no reason to rejoice, but possibly
have happy moments thinking what their more
fortunate playmates will get. With the boundless
wealth of our time, it is u great pity that all de-
serving persons of every nation and tongue cannot
share the joyful influence of this happy day. It
may be impossible to turn all the grief into plea-
sure, and to make the unfortunate forget their
troubles, but a great deal may be done in this di-
rection,

Let all readers of MassEY's ILLUSTRATED he sure
that none of their family is deprived of someslight
token of remembrance. If you cannot buy expen-
sive presents, get some thatare within your means,
Do not allow any selfishness to prevent you from
enjoying the pleasure of seeing your little ones a8
happy as they can possibly be. Never mind if it
does seem somewhat foolish to you now. You
were & child once, and looked longingly forward
to the bright winter day ; you played with your
toys, ate your sweetmeats, and quietly thanked
some one—perhaps you did not know whom—for
the kindness of your parents and friends. But

: Christmas be a day of

now, because your
childish dreams are
over, you know there
is no Santa Claus,
and have come to
look with stern,
practical eyes upon
the world and its
ways, you forget the
budding intellects
with which God has
Dblessed you, and can-
not understand that
it is onc of your first
duties to make them
happy. Let their

surprises and pleas-
ing recollections.

Mapy will sey
““ we cannot afford
to buy presents.”
In a few cases that
will be true, but most of us can get something. If
we canunot please the children without a sacrifice
let us make it. But do not let the sacrifice be of
the children’s feelings. Dispose of a few bushels
of corn or wheat, a few chickens, a turkey, a sheep,
or some other animal that we will not miss long.
Ope day of positive pleasure the children should
have, and we must not be so sordid as to figure
whether their joy is equal to our loss in dollarsand
cents,

When you have made your own family happy see
if you cannot assist some deserving one not so much

favored. Give your children somethily cxtra, a

trifle if you can afford no more, to take S0 some
poor playmate, who may not be remembered by
others. As your own pleasure is greatest in giving
to your hoys and girls, theirs will be increased by
the privilege of giving to others. These mutual
acts of kindness will result in general good, and
in the dissemination of more of the peaceful, joy-
ous, godly influence of Him whom we should de-
light to serve, and in whose honor we cheerfully
give of our worldly substance to make His holiday
the most delightful of our lives.

Do not forget your children and their Christ-
mas.

One of the strange effects
of diving, as recounted by
an Australian pearl diver,
is theinvariable bad temper
felt while working at the
bottom of the sea; and, as
this usually passes away ag
soon as the surface is
reached, it may be supposed
to be due to the pressure of
ajr inside the dress, affect-
the lungs and through them
the brain. A diver often
becomes so angry at some
imaginary wrongdoing on
the part of these in the
boat above that he gives
the signal to be pulled up,
“with the intention of
knocking the heads off the
entire crew,” only to forget
what he came up for when
the surface is reached.

PrusioENT Lincorn’s ad-
vice to his children : ““Don’t
drink ; don’t smoke; don't
use bad lspguage; don't
gomble; don’t lie; don't
cheat., Love youi fellow
man ; love truth ; love vir-
tue ; and be happy.

Eicur times as much
money is spent on tobacco
by Americana as for the sup-
port of their churches,
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The wary beast unloosed the knot
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““Them ez lends, spends.
**Them ez gives, lives,

¢ Them ¢z nims, hits,
“Them ez hez gita,

*“Thewm ¢z waits, win.
“ Them ez will, kin.”

She-—1 wonder why it
is that women are not as
great poets asmen are?
He—That i3 an easy one.
‘The Muge is a woman,
and it takes a man to
manage her.

A Dialeet Story.—*'1
wish to gracious.” ob-
served Constant header,
with some display of
warmth, ‘ that editors
would quit printing these
confounded dialect sto-
ries. Here's one 1 can't
make head or tail of, aud
I doubt it anybody clse
can.” ‘‘Let me eee it,
deny,” cooed Mrs. Reader.
“Qh, it's of no uge, 11
can't make anything out
of it, you don’t suppose
youcan,doyou? ‘“Per-
haps not ; it I'd iike to
gee it, all thesame.” Ile
handed her the paper:
and thig is what she read
' Toilet of faucy foulard.
The corsage crossed, and
of guipure. Littlesultane
vest held in by barettes
of velvet with bows, Iligh
sleeves of foulard, ter-
minated in volants of gui-
pure. Flat skirt, trimmed
with a high volant of gui.

ure, surmounted with
gows of velvet.”

“Them ez wants, must choose.
“Them ¢z hez, must lose,

¢ Them ¢z knows, won't blab.
*“Them ez guessces, will gab,
“Them cz horrows, BOrrows,

“ Them ez keep dark, is deep.
““Thew ez Kin earn; kin keep.

He sped : but when he realized the congequences
of his rash deed, he wag actually frightened.

A BAKER'S DUZZEN UV WIZE SAW/Z.

HIS RETURN.

He was a bank cashier, and he had heen at the Thousand
Isles for his vacation. His wife of course, had stayed at home.
She would have bad to, anyway, for the baby had the measles.
Shbe stood just now with a pleased light in her oye and a smile
on her face reading his letter.

‘I shall be home on Wednesday morning, dear,” it said.
“ Please fix up my rosm the way I like for me, as only such a
model little wife as youreelf could do-"

“* Dear John,” she murinured sweetly, ‘‘ what confidence he
bas in me. I'll go and fix np bis room for him right away.”
And she tripped lightly upstairs, still smiling. On Wednes-
day moroing he came h¢rue aad bounded blithely upstairs
with all the spirit of youth and faith. He opzned the door of
his room and looked 1n. A eoiled ehirt lay in the middle of
the floor, a pair of suspenders hung over the mirror, the bed
had been dragged out of piace and was piled full of old shoes,
socky, vests and other wasculine attire. A bottle of ink bad
been spilled on the dressing cace, a razor fay on the window
sill. Half smoked cigars lay on some costly beoks, and carde
and empty wine bottles were scattered around.

Haf dazed, he walked feehly across the floor and taking a
note from the dreeecr read :

Pear John—I wae go glad to get your letter and I have tol-
lowed your instructions to the dot. 1 wag cure you would like
your room to have its old tamiliar look, so I have arranged
things just £9 you always do yourself, dear, knowing how it
would pleage you. I bave goneinto the country to spend the

day with mother.
Affectionately,
Exxa,

P. S.—There is somz cold pie in the cupboard, dear.

HOW IT FELT TO MABEL.

MAREL's mother went into the nurseis one day, and over-
heard her little girl saying:

¢ Now, Dolly, 'ou mus'n't be cwoss, or twy to get away or
ewy. It 'ou don't let e fix 'ou up, folks won’t sny 'ou is nice
and kiss ou. Be still, vow.”

“Why, child! Whatare you doing ?" her mother asked,

> when she came up close to Mabel and noticed ehe was pulling

out the doll’s hair in bandfuls,
‘*Combin’ Dolly's hair,” the tittle tot replied.

In a private lettcr to the editors of a magazine the editor of
the Billville Bunuer describes Chaucer as ** the most talented
dialect writer of his age."

Snooper—A newspaper in New York has paid over £10,000
to the heirs of people tound dead with copies of it on their

. persons. Sumway.—* Ig it as fatal a9 that?”

An Impediment.—Scrihendus: I've got a beautifully dra-

" matic idea for a story. Editor—Then why don’t you write it

up? Scribeudus—Well, the only trouble is that it has been
done before by Balzac.

Sent the Receipt.—Greene: ** I answered the advertisement
yesterday of a man who offered for a gquarter to tell how to
turn a handspring.” White—** What did he say ?” Greene—

- “Qet off a street car backward.”

White Wash.—* Does vo' laik poetry, Miss FEdif 7" Miss
Edit.—**Deed I does. I jus' lubbin it.” White Wash,—
¢ What shall I rec:tin’—sum ob Milton, Byron, or—" Mies
Edif..—* No, none o’ dem. Recitin’ some o' dat soap poetry
in de back ob de magzines.”

The story goes that a man wrote to the editor of a horticul-
tural paper asking what plants would be suitable additions to
dried grasses for winter ornaments. The editor replied:
¢ Acroclinium roseum, A. album, Gomphrena globosa and G.

* globosa camen,” When the man read this he fairly boiled
* over with rage, and immediately sent a note ordering his pa-
* per to be discontinued. fle averred that an editor who swore

in that way, just because he wag asked u simple question,

- should have no support from him.

Pokt,—Oh, if only something wou'd sitike me that rhymes with * boat.’
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Jelting |

THE CANADIAN RUBBER CO. OF MONTREAL

Manufacture the Best Threshing Machine Belts in America.

WESTERN BRANGCH :
Cor. Front & Yonge Sts.,, TORONTO.

& "

RBANTFORD, ONT. SANADA.

Successors of W. H, VERITY & S0NS, Ezeter, Ont., and PATTERSON & BRO. £0. (Plow Business), Woodstock.

—

% 1 nve now prepaved to place on the market the most complete and best line of 'lows evcr/

manufactured in Canada,  We have acquired the plant, patterns, putents and .~

good will of W. W, Verity & Sons, Lxeter, Out., and of Patterson o

& Bro. Co., Ttd,, Woodstock, and have recently purchased the greater part -~
of the Plow plont of the Pheenix Plow works, London, Ont. g’
Our new works at Drantford are being equipped with the
latest and best appliances, including the most apprmul L -
devices for hardening and tempering steel, also -~
an claborate aerated fuel oil hburning plant, e
by which process alone the hestre- 2"~
sults can be obtained. e

We will continue to make the
celebrated ‘“ Viriry ” Plows, admit-
" ted to be ot the head of all Canadian Plows,
»ud equal in every respect to any mado in the U.S.
also the standard ‘‘Pasterson” Plows; and have added
to these lines other new and approved models. We have Plows
to suit the ideas of all kinds of men, and adapted to all kinds of soil,

/ and every part of the country., We will also manufacsure o line of Scufilers.
/ If you want a Plow, examine our goods or you will miss i%, for wo use only the high-
cst grade of materinl—none but Soft Centre Crucible Steel Mould Boards, and guarantee
hléh cluss workmanship and finish in every particulsr.

PLOW Qo.™

‘(.
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PIANOS |

BELLORGANS

Eadorsed by all PROMINENT MUSICIANS for
SUPERIOR TONE, LIGHT TOUCH, HXANDSOME
APPEARANCE, and DURABILITY. Our Guarantes
accompanies ecach Instrument. Write us for Catalogmes
- and Prices.

THE BELL ORGAN & PIAND GO., L.
GUELPE, ONT.

THE CHATHAM FANNING MILL

¥

1000 sold 1884

Ty
1380 ol 1865 i ng CoRunxa, Lombton Co., Sept. 36, ‘1.

100 80 223 DEAR Sir,—I would say with pleasure that
2300 80}3 lggg Szus™ your Fanning Mill does splendid work. Iwish
%&0‘?00 :gl g % 589 2% 3,§ 8 you overy success in the manufacture of the
100601d 1390 | S8 .88 BAM Yours truly, Cias. H. MACGLASIAN.
4500 sold 1891 2385 !

29,000 Chatham Mills now in use.
Over 7,000 Bagging Attachments now in use.

Baggiog Attachment is run with a Chsin Belt that cannot elip. The Elevator
Olips are also attached to Endless Chain Belt that cannot slip nor clog.

SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN Tosggll;} CLEANING OF ALSAC OLOVER

The Mill io fitted with Screens and Riddles to clean and separate all kinds of Grain
and Seed, and ia sold with or without a;Bagger.

For prices and tull information apply to

MANSON CAMPBELL, Chatbam, Ont.

For Sale by all Agents of Massry-Ilannis Co., Lo, in Manitoba, N.W.T., and Province of Quebee,

BE HOW, and get the

HANDSOME PICTURE, “FAST FRIENDS,”
to be given away witn the December Number of MASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED.

sIANUFACTURERS OF

PAINTS, VARNISHE
Pure Paris Green

Now making for noxt Season 200 tons.

g
g

&

%
2

Farmers” Paint for Outhouses sold by all Hardware Men |
at 60 cents per gallon, in fve-gallon Buckets.

MAKERS OF PAINTS AND VARNISHES FOR MASSEY-HARRIS CO., LTD,

FACTORY AND OFFICE:

Leslie Street, TORONTO.

TWG FAMOUS REAPING MACHINES.

Tins .' ; ‘. -~
:.. i .F (25 -.;' X
MASSEY HARVESTER

ERANTFORD REATER

MANTUFACTURED BY

MASSEY-HARRIS CO, Ltd., Toronto.

BOYS FOR FARM HELP.

The managers of Dr. BarNARDo'S Houes desire to obtain
good situations with farmers throughout the country for the
boya they are sending out from time to time from their Lon-
don Homes. Therae are at present nearly 5,000 children in these
Homcs, receiving an industrial training and education to fit
them for positions of usefulness in life; and those who ars
sent to Canada will be selected with the utmost care, with a
view to thoir moral and pbysical suitability for Canadian farm
life. Farmers requiring such help are invited to apply to

MR. ALFRED B. OWEN, Agent Dr, Barnardo's Homes,
214 Farley Avenue, Toronto.

(S g [ |
9GOLD MEDAS || 1

Peerless Hoof Ointment.

Every Stable should have

ROGERS' PEERLESS MACHINE OIL is
specia!:! manutactured tor Farmers' Machin-
ery, and excels in all the qualities necessary
for Farmers’ use,

brated

is best value to the purchaser.

It has high leavening power for its cost snd
contains no alum, or other dangerous ingredient
Buy only

GOOK'S FRIEND.

MoLAREN’S
GENUINE

BUNTIN, REID & GO.

29 WELLINGTON STREET WEST,
TORONTO,

‘Wholesale Stationers.

Envelope and Blank Book Manufacturers,

PAPER MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS.

Mlils at YalleyReld, on the Rivar 8t. Lawrenos.

Advertising in England, European Continent, Ete.

SELL'S ADVERTISING ACENCY, LTp,

Capital §250,000, Honry Sell, Manager (

Honry Sell, Manager (editor and founder
of ** Sell's World's Press.™)

Fall partionlara regarding British or European Advertising,
samplo papers, ratos, oto., at the London Office, 167-168 Flest
Strect, or at

NEW YORK OFFICE, 21 Park Row, Ground Floor.
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BAIN BROS.:IMPROVED MANITOBA BOB-SLEIGH.| MASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED

An Independent Journal of News and Literature
for Rural Homes,

PRINTED AND PUBLISHRED RY THE MASSRY PRESS.

PROF. SCRUB. . I Editor,
ALEx, FRABRR, - - -« «  dssociate Edifor.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE :

To oll parta of Canada and United States, only 50 cents '
per annum, postage prepaid. Stamps taken,

87 Qut shows Hind Bob passing over an Obstruction.

Always address Massey PREas, Massey Street, Toronto, Can.

—B it is ligt 'unning—sh ing—
BEST SLEIGH IN THE MARKET .50 8 iiivaye in tiio wearing of ox
or Rack—no splitting of Bolster or Reach--never buckles—can be backed like a wagon. Made of very

best material. Satisfaction guaranteed. Ask your dealers for them, or write us for particulars. Toronto &

Brantford

MANUFACTURED SOLELY BY N
e One-Horse
. Al

THE BAIN BROS. M'F°G €0., Ltd., Brantford, Ont.

NOTE—Wae also manufacture

BAIN BROS. IMPROVED ONTARIO TWO-KNEED BOB SLEIGHS.

Built strong and durable, ranners faced with two inch Steel Shoes, We manufacture and carry in stock
a Full Line of the Celebrated BRANTFORD BAIN WAGON, so well and favorably known

throughout the Dominion. Always ask for SEPSPECIALTIES — '3
BRANTFORD WAGONS AND SLEIGHS. Focie e

. AR P 1 - _

DONALD 0. RIDOUT & C0., | Toromto Lithographing Co. | [21, A BESERITE

Patent Experts. GLOBE BUILDING. | Vs ,5??%5(;34&%05%/&\/&

SOLICITORS OF HOME AND FOREIGN PATENTs, | ONOW Cards, Labels, Eé‘li?ﬂi‘f:g Cards, &c. _ A CQT%R%"&X',J

EsTABLISHED 1867. 22 King St. E., Toronto, Ont. I also, F/NE WOOD E/VG/.M WNG,

All Te who would Reap Abundant Crops must Plough, Harrow and
Cultivate Thoroughly and Well.

TO DO THIS, GOOD TOOLS ARE ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL, AND HERE THEY ARE.

No, 17
-STUBBLE PLOW.

JN\ No. 17 is one of the best

% short-hauvdled Stubble Plows
o vet introduced for turning a
J wide flat furrow. 1t islight
4 in weight and light draft.
Stee] Beam, Stcel Colter,
Soft Centre Steel Mould-
Board. This Plow is fur-
nished with wheel.

PATTERSON 2-FURROW
STEEL FRAME GANG FPLOW.

SOFT CENTRE

STEEL MOULD-BOARDS

of the highest quality used on
our Plows,

Special Plow Circular mailed to any
address on application.

Massé;-mHarris Cb., Ltd., Toronto, Can.
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IF YOU WANT THE

FINEST J..EIRESEING BELTS

o MADE ASK YOUR DDALER TO GET FOR YOU THE

It w111 cost more »at ﬂrst but w111 be economy m the end =
- MANUFAGTURED SOLELY BY - &

’Tms Gum PERGHA & Russer MANurAcTumNu 0.

QR TORONTO (I.:IMI'I‘ED). .

59 & 61 Front Street Wost, TORONTO

Hagh Class Threshmg Machmery

The “ PEERLESS ” hag mare New and Strong Pomts m 1’03 fa,vorf
| than a,ny other Separa.tor made. .

-

e p—

~ .86 in. Cylinder, 56 in. Body.

© | 'SPeOS puUB UILIY JO Spury (18 pue -
“‘sved ‘UIBIp 304\ FUIYSOaY], 03 possvd -

ing Elevator and Straw Stacker folded.
'-V‘-'tnﬁf!n',,-'dﬁof-!?pnnto PUT ‘SOPIS UOAT ‘MoIOF .

‘wreIp WM ‘OlA3S POACIAW] 3SOIT 63 ST STy, -

Belt Side View of the “ Peerless » Thresher, show-




