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OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, October 28 - 10 am 'til noon

* FREE Admission and FREE Parkin

 FREE Coffee and Donuts
ENTER BY EAST GATE #1 OFF 60TH AVENUE
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See The Backstretch In Action
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The B.C. Standardbred Association
and Cloverdale Raceway invite you to an
® Take a guided tour of the barn areas and the paddock
* See the hamessing and blacksmithing demo
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* Meet the trainers, drivers and owners
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GARMENT MANUFACTURING
AND/OR STORAGE SPACE

- 3 phase power
- Partially air-conditioned
- Easy access to all major transportation routes

Size: 11,000 square feet
Rate: $4.25 per square foot triple net

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT

colbweLs
BANKER
COMMEIRC 1AL

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

ED A. FERREIRA or
ROBERT J. GRITTEN
662-3000
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from page 8
the door and splash toward the side

* walk. There, bolted securely to the

traffic-light pole, is the answer to my ~

problem: the pedestrain cross button.
With a kind of crazed glee, I press it
repeatedly. After a moment just long
enough to drench my hair and fog my
glasses, the enemy’s light turns orange.
I jump back into my car, release the
brake and blindly race through the in-
tersection. Safe. I cross myself, thank
my blessings, and continue home."
Vancouver reputably has the worst
drivers in Canada. Is that the fault of
the drivers alone or the city engineers?
The city is littered with small residen-
tial intersections void of any traffic
direction whatsoever. Who stops?
Presumably whoever is first to realize
the other car won’t. This is rather like

en" with "Russian Roulette".
Then there is the problem of east-

west running streets (like Broadway

and West 4th). Each clear day at sun-
set, the west-bound traffic is absolute-
ly blinded by the glaring sun. Without
a heavy-duty pair of polarized Ray-
Ban’s, you are possibly better off driv-
ing with your eyes closed.

Finally, as the story above il-
lustrates, how can it be allowed to have
so many intersections where the only
chance at getting through safely is by
pushing the pedestrian button? Often,
trying to cross Broadway or West 4th
during rush-hour traffic is next to im-
possible. Many other cities have
weight-sensitive intersections, allow-
ing the light to change whenever a
vehicle is waiting to cross. Costly per-
haps - but so is ICBC.

crossing the. Kamikaze game "Chick- . |
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Latin America’'s Shame

Moment by moment the American
government is looking like a weak-
ened superpower over the handling
of Panama’s General Manuel Antonio
Noriega. For years the U.S. govern-
ment has been on record as wanting
the Panamanian strong man out, but
when push came to shove they ap-
parently backed away, like a paper
tiger. Maybe the U.S. simply does not
want to get itself into another Vietnam
or Lebanon or Iran, some liberal-
minded thinkers might claim. But
they fail to realise that a foreign policy
that is weak will ultimately cost the
United States more friends and lead to
an even greater unstable world.

The lack of resolve of the
Americans concerning General
Noriega and Panama can best be
shown by the events in early October,
when a coup against the dictator failed
miserably. Originally news reports
had Noriega falling, but they turned
out to be too good to be true, and the
dictator had managed to hold onto
power and is currently trying to exact

as mush revenge as possible against
the coup leaders.

Apparently a group of disloyal
soldiers had managed to capture
Noriega momentarily, and even took
over the government radio station.
But before it was over Noriega’s loyal
forces repulsed his enemies and in a
matter of hours the General was back
in charge, much to the disappointment
of the United States and many
Panamanians. To say that Noriega has
been a thorn in the side of the United
States would be charitable, but his ac-
tions towards his own people have
made him the most feared and
detested man in the region. So it
wasn’t surprising to see some group try
tooust him. What was more surprising
was to learn of the role of the USS. in
this whole episode, which just goes to
show that the U.S. has never really
recovered in the foreign affairs
department since the setback in
Lebanon during the Carter year.

Whether the U.S. was behind the
failed coup to capture Noriega is un-

BY SAM ALLEN
Special to Chinese Time Weekly

certain, but you’d have to be very naive

to think the U.S. played no part in the

episode. Making the Americans look

like amateurs in the foreign affairs

field was the apparent true allegation

that Noriega’s captors offered him to

on the ground U.S. personnel, but the

ground commander wouldn’t accept
the prisoner. Despite all the official
denials, now it looks like the
Americans had Noriega in their grasp
and chickened out. Already top
Washington officials have almost ad-
mitted that they didn’t want to take
charge of Noriega fearing the loss of
American lives, and that such a trans-
fer of prisoner could be dangerous.
Yet, apparently the rebel leaders who
had control of Noriega were willing to
surrender him.

Because of the confusion over
Noriega’s capture, and the role, or
lack of American involvement, Con-
gressional hearings are already being
convened over the incident. President
Bush will certainly lose popularity
over the decision to release Noriega if

Chinese
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it AMETICa clear that he was within the
Americans’ easy grasp, at minimal cost.

Making matters worse in the after-
math of the failed coup has been
Noriega’s penchant for exacting
revenge against his enemies. Already
he is reported to have personally shot
the rebel leader who hpﬁlnm momen-
tarily, and has ordered all his other
enemies rounded up and killed.
Washington officials have a lot of ex-
plaining to do when it comes to
safeguarding Panama if things get
worse in that poor country.

Questions now are appearing over
what the role of the United States will
be concerning the future of Panama.
Clearly most people in Panama are
unhappy with General Noriega and
would prefer his ousting. Yet America
is not being welcomed to invade the
country to rid Latin america of this
scourge. As time goes by the United
States may well wish they had not let
Noriega slip through their fingers
when the opportunity arose. Should
another such opportunity arrive, it will
undoubtedly be more bloody and dif-
ficult to achieve. In the meantime,
citizens of Panama should get used to
life with General Noriega well into the
future.

The following is a true-life inci-
dent:

Like the beginning of a cliche-rid-
den novel, it is a dark and stormy night.
I am in a small car with half-fogged
windows driving through the back
streets of Kitsilano. I want to get home
before dinner gets cold. The rain is
beating down heavily, threatening to
break through the sagging seams of my
rag-top sun-roof. The ventilator win-
dow is open a crack in an attempt to
clear the hand-smudged windshield.
The theme music from CBC’s "World
at Six" is playing on the radio. Then it
happens...

Between myself and the last block
of my journey are four lanes of ruch-

Vancouver Traffic
Why did the chicken

cross the road?

hour traffic: West 4th.

Swaying in the gusts of the down-
pour is a single flashing red light.
STOP it beckons, proceed with cau-
tion. Caution... 1 inch forward from
the stop line and try to see over the
parked cars. Is anything coming?
Zoom. Yes. I slam on the brake. Cau-
tion... 1 inch ferward. An onslaught of
Volkswagon vans and BMWs are ap-

. MICHAEL PARKER
Special to Chinese Times Weekly

proaching from the other direction,
headlights glaring in the the streaked
pavement. Again i Strain against my
seatbelt, trying to peer over the parked
cars - impossible. I open my side win-
dow, letting the rain attack my sleeve.
I rely on sound now. My ears cock
beyond the parked cars. Is that sound
of rubber splashing through wet as-.
phalt coming or goine? Zoooom.

Coming. O.K., enough hesitation.
Time to get aggressive. Surely if 1inch
forward enough to make myself
visible, some kind soul will realize my
predicament. With renewed con-
fidence, 1 inch forward. Someone has
got to stop for me. Honk Honk....
Zooom. Maybe not. Like a dog with its
tail between its legs, I back up out of
danger. The red light continues blink-
ing - I can almost hear it taunting "I
told you so...".

Meanwhile, the CBC "World at Six"
is covering some far away disaster, my
arm is thoroughly soaked and my din-
ner must surely be cold. I snap off the
radio, lock the emergency brake, open

continuing on page 7
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Chinese Restaurants

Vancouver

* For visitors and local folks alike,
the guide to Vancouver’s Chinese
Restaurants by Ginger Chang is indis-
pensable reading. And you don’t just
have to be Chinese to enjoy this
colourful book which takes you into
well over 100 restaurants around
Greater Vancouver.

The book is concise, easy to read,
and to the point. It also features a
glossary at the end explaining the
various Chinese dishes and their
preparation.

Ginger Chang, an experienced
cooking instructor and writer, has
made eating out entertaining by writ-
ing this book. It details, in depth, the
many restaurants featuring Chinese
food. Each entry for individual res-
taurants gives information vital to
would-be diners, such as whether the
establishment takes credit cards and
the hours of operation.

Chang’s method of operation
involves, not surprisingly, going to all

BY ROBERT WALDMAN
Special to Chinese Time Weekly

the restaurants and sampling their
operation. This includes evaluating
the cuisine, food prepration, atmos-
phere and service. There are sample
menus also included, which prove
popular with a number of readers,
whether Oriental or Caucasian. The
description of the restaurants also in-
clude a brief history of many estab-
lishments and goes into their opera-
tion. On every page are also some nice

" sketches of various dishes which make

the reading all the more enjoyable.
People wanting to go out and not
really interested in taking that many
chances would be well-advised to con-
sult Vancouver’s Chinese Restaurants

- for some honest opinions about such

exotic cusine.

The book, from Hancock House,
is printed in English and would make
an ideal, inexpensive gift for those who
enjoy dining out. And it even has a
map of restaurants in Vancouver’s
Chinatown so you won’t get lost.
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