ARTRACTS PROM TR MINTIES

,
- § OF THE

|
. Sanody of the Vresinterian Chureh of Canada,

-
- CONNEXION WITH THE ESTABLISIHED CHURCH OF SCOTLAND,

First Session,—
Ve ' At its Third Session. Held at York, )Y"k' Ist  Au-
¢ gust, 1833.

.

: + Commencing on the 1st, and ending on the Sth day of August, 1833.

After Sermon:by the Moderator, from Isaiah, xx1—11, 12, the Synod met and Constituted,Sederunt,
When the Roll being called, Sederunt, of the Presbytery of Bathurst, Messrs. John Machar,
Bohp Craickshank, Thomas Clarke Wilson, James Ketchan, and Matthew Miller, ministers, and
\ r. John Strange, Elder; of the Presbytery of York, Messrs. William Rintoul, Alexander
* 9 Ross, Rohert M’Gill, George Cheyne, Jomes Smith, and William Stewart, ministers, and Mr.
Buncan Kconedy, Elder; of the Presbytery of Glengary, Messrs. Hugh Urquhart, and Archi-
bald Connel ministers 3 of the Presbytery of Quebec, Messrs. Henry Esson, Alexander Mathe-Moderator clsen,
R@on, Alexander Gale, Archib:ld Colquhoun, and David Brown, ministers. The Rev. John
M achar, was chosen moderator, when the Synod adjourned till to-morrow, at ten o’clock. Clos-
ed with prayer.
L York, 2nd duy of August, 1833—.This day the Synod met, pursuant to adjournment, and con-Second Session—
stiteted, Mr. John Strange, Elder, from the Kirk Session of Kingston, was added to the Sed-
runt of yesterday. A letter to the Moderator, from the Rev. Dr. Harkness, excusing his ab-
ence on account of ill health was read. "T'he minutes of last Session were read. Mr. Mathe-
an called fo: the production of the reasons of dissent given in by Mr. John Mackenzie, and those
who adhered to him, against the resolution passed at last meeting of Synod, on the subject of
a Union with the United Synod of Upper Canada; when the Clerk having declared they were giv-
3en in in due time they were read, and ordeied to be kept in retenfis.
. The Synod then appointed a Committee of Bills and Overtures, viz :—The moderato: and clerk, § Committee of Bills
3 Messrs. Rintoul, Matheson, Cruickshank, Ross, Esson, Connel, Smith, Stuart, Wilsan, Cheyneg and Overtures,
land Gale, ministers, and Messrs, John Strange and Duncan Kennedy, Elders, with instruc-
jons to meet immediately after the adjournment of the Synod, and to report to-morrow at ten
p’clock.
. The Synod calied for Presbytery Books, Whi(‘.l)] being laid upon the table, the following commit- = . ap-
itees were appointed to examine them, viz :—the Records ol the Presbytery of Bathurst, by Messrs. pointed for Exam-
Archibald Calquhonn, James Smith, and Hugh Urquhart, ministers, and Mr. Duncan Kenne- ) ination of Re-
Iy Elder—the Records of the Presbytery of York, by Messrs. Alexander Matheson, Thomas * cords,
4. Welson, and Alexander Gale, ministers, and Mr. John Strange, Elder—the Records of the
Presbytery of Glengary, by Messrs, George Cheyne, William Rintoul, and William Stewart,
ministers—and the Records of the Preshytery ¢ Quebec, by Messrs. James Ketchan, Matthew
Miller and Archibald Connel, ministers. The first named on these committees, to be conveners o
gach respastively, and the whole to report on Monday morning at ten o’~lock. »
The Mod@ator of the Presbytery of Quebecstated that the disputes in St. Gabiiel-street Chur. h,
Mountreal, hdd been settled according to the injunctions of last Synod.
The moderator of the Presbytery of Bathurst, received permission for that Presbytery to meet
any time during the present session of the Synod for special business.
he Synod then adjourned till to-morrow at ten o’clock.—Closed with prayer.
At York, Saturday, the 3rd day of August, 1833.—The Synod met and Constituted. Mr.
¥ illiam Duff Miller, from the Kirk Session, of Niagara, was added to the Sederunt of yester- Third Session,—
day. The minutes were then read, when Mr. Matheson having ccmplained that Dr. Haikness’s
' Kerenee to.the reasons of dissent given in by Mr. Mackenzie, as intimated in his letter to the
moderator, had not been entered upon the record, moved that the adherexce of Dr. Harkness, ex-
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Dr. Harkness” ad- ) pressed in his letter to the moderator, of the 21th July, 1833, be received and recorded in the
herence to dissent & 1,0 te: when the clerk moved as an amendwent, that no adherence to reasons of dissent, ex.
to be Fecorded, . A 5
cept those that are given in nstanter, be entered upon the record—Dbut upon 1utimation be.
ing made to the clerk, any member may have bis name added to those already on the original
document. Whe reupon the roll being called, and the votes taken, Mr. Matheson’s motion was
carried by a majority of one : and Dr. Harkness’s adherence was ordered to be received and re.
corded. The Synod resolved to hold a diet for prayer, at half past seven o’clock, on the
evening of Monday next
A letter was read from Rev. W. M Alister, of Lanark, excusing his absence from the Synod, on
smit'ee to eon- ) necount of domestic circumstances. Onan application from the moderator, tor the appointment of a
ith Commis- a commiitee to confer with a committee appointed by the United Syuod of Upper Canada, a copy
h :‘"\”:1 e Y of the resolutions of that body was pm(luuu ard read, when the following committee was ap-
Synod poinied, to receive whatever information they had to communicate ; namely, Messrs, Gale,
Matheson, Rintoul, and M’Gill ; Mr. Gule, to be convener.
The Synod next called for the report of the commttee of bills and overtures,
which was produced, read and approved. In conformity therewith, the Synod first took
up the consideration of the conduct of the Presbytery of Glengary, as also, of D:.
Markness, and Mr. Ketchan, in neglecting to forward their reports on the state of re. §
ligion, for the information of the Generas Assembly. When the Synod again enjoined the
parties who heve neglected the injunctions of the Synod in this matter, to deposit their reports in
v o E”m h: nds of the elerk immediately, and that the ixoderator be requested to admonish these breth-

‘it “or Prayer,

wd cer- ( ren of the necessity of a duc regard aud ohedience to the injunctions of the several courts j and
}lhnt the moderator of the Presbytery of GQuebee intimate this injunction to Dr. Harkness,
with a suitable admonition. The Presi wwtery of Glengary, as also Mr. Ketchan, were cal-
f Com. ) led up, and admonished accordingly. ‘I lw report of the commn.ission was called for, read and
npprm"(l and ordered to lie on the table. "T'he Synod resolved in terms of the recommendation

of the commitiee of bills and overtures, that there hall be at least three meetings of the commis-

rs ad-

gion in each year, and that four members shall form a quorum, of whom three shall be ministers;
and that the commission for the time being, shall have the powers of the Synod, subject always
to review of the Synod.

Z The Synod next resolved to transmit an address to His Majesty, containing the thanls of the
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Synad, for the grant of £300, for building churches and chapels, as also, a memorial respecting
the Clergy Reserves and King’s College, and on the interests of the Church in the Lower l’rmlnce
and the moderator, Messrs. ."»s«m, Matheson and M’Gill, were appointed to produce a draft of
(o Liis ) an address, for the eventual adoption of the Syrod. The following commiftee was appointed to
¢ prepare an address to His Excellency, namely, Messrs. Gale, Rintul and Cruickshank, to pio-
duce the dr fi to the Synod, on Monday, at ten o’clock.

The Synod next considered the recommendation of the committee, of bills and overtures, on the
method of'apportioning the government grant ot £900, for the erection of churches, when it was re-
solved, that each Presbyte Ty be enjoined to meet this evening, at half past hvc o'clock, in St
Y\ Andrews clhureh, to consider all claims for a share of' the said grant coming from within their
“Lounds, and to re port as far as may be in their power, to the committee hereafter to be named,
upon the fullowing points, in regard to each application : First, sum subscribed by the people 5 2nd,
estimated expense of bunldmg 3 ord, numbers probable, or ascertained, of ecach congregation ;
4th, whether there is a minister 3 5th, progress, if any made, in building ; 6th, amount of debt,
it any 3 and the following (nmnnlh(, was appointed, viz. the Presbytery of Quebec, and Messrs.
Machar, MW'Gill and Urquh irt 5 Mr. Matheson, convener.  The committee to formga’scheme, in
accordonce with the |nlmm.xln-n obtained from the Presbyteries, to apportion the monay according
to :h.xt scheme, and report to the vext Session of' Synod. Mr. Matheson was appointed to sit
with the Pre ~|»' tery of Glengary, at their meeting, at half past five, to constitute a quorum.

‘rlr Strange was appointed T'reasurer, ad interirg, in the absence of the treasurer, to receive the
colleetions for the Synod and mission funds. The moderator of the Presbytery of York, requested
*leave for that Presbytery, to meetfor all competent business—leave granted. The Synod instruc-
ted the clerk to furnish an estimate of the probable amount of money required, to meet the ex-
penses conpected with the Synod, for the current year, that provisions may be made for the same
forthwith, Mr. Matthew Miller was added to the committee of bills and overtures, which was ap-
pointed to meet this evening, at eight o’clock. The Synod then adjournned untii Monday, at tes
o’clock. Clused with prayer.
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AtYork, on Monday the 5th day of August.——The Synod met purauant to adjournmeat, and con-Fourth Session—
etitnted—Sederunt as above. The minutes of last sederunt were read. The 1eports of the commit-
teee, appointed to examine Preshytery records, were called for—when the committee on the re-
cords of the Presbytery of Bathurst, reported as follows ;—“That after a minute review of the said
records, your committee find them carefully and correctly written. That your committee deem it Presbytery Records,
their duty, to call the Synod’s attenticn to some of the proceedings of the Presbytery of
Bathurst, as worihy of special remark—First, At pages 16, 17, and 18, a Formula is recorded,
purgorting to be drawn up in conformity to the resslution of Synod, paseed ut its meeting in 1832,
on the subject of a Union with the Uuited Synod of Upper Canada, and intended to be proposed
for signatures, 1o such ministers of that Synod, as might, in terms of said resolution, apply to the
Presbytery of Bulhursi tor admission. 'The refusal cf Mr. William Bell, of Perth, the first ap-
plicant, as recorded in page 20, to sign the said formula, on the ground as stated in certain reso-
litions, transmitted to your Synod, by the United Synod, of its ** being neither expressed nor
contained in the original resolution, and going beyond the power given by your Synod,” would
seem lo your committee, to imply some ambiguity in the original resolution ; an ambiguity,
whick, at the same time, that it may justify the Presbytery of Bathurst, in their interpretation of
its requisitions, may also warrant Mr. Bcl, in his view of its import, and his consequent refusal
to sign the same. Under this impression, your committee, whilst they consider the substance
of the said formula, as in strict accordance with the spirit of said resolution, and with the law» and
practice of the Church of Scotland, would beg leave to suggest to your Synod, the necessity of
giving to Presbyteries directions to guide their proceedings, in similur cases less liable to mis-
constructior, than those which are contained in the resolution referred to. Second, The pro-
ceedings of the Presbytery of Bathurst, in the ordination of Mr. Matthew Miller, preacher of the
gospel, as recorded in pages 24, 25, and 29, s2em to your committee. to be in many points highly
exceptionable ; as may be inferred from the omissicn of a call, a Lond fora temporal provision,
or any document, designating Mr. Miller to any specific charge, though such a document is refer-
red to in page 29, Vid the records bear that Mr. Miller had been ordained s a missionary, the
orission of these documents might, in the opinion of your committee, be justifiable : but, as they
can see nothing to warrant such supposition, on the contrary are ied to infer, that his ordination
was to the specific pastoral charge of Cobourg and Colborne ; your ¢ mmittee deem the want of
the documents referred to, as an essential defect in the Presbytery’s proceedings, which they ought
to be en’oined by the Synod 1o rectify, us fur ae it is yet in their power, with the least possible
delay. ‘The ordination of Mr. Miller, at Perth, leads your committee to advert toa practice in
many ways unadvisable, so far at least as respects ordinations conducted in this country : viz :
that of ordaining ministers at a distance from the congregations to which they are called to minister:
and they would humbly suggest, to your Synod, the propriety of enjoining Presbyteries, in all cases
where itis practicable, henceforth 10 conduct ordinations in the face of the respective congregations
whaorethey occur.” The Synod commen-ed the diligence of the committee, and in regard to the
conduot of the Presbytery of Bathurst, in the ordination of Mr. Miller, the Synod expressed its
dissatisfaction with the informality of proceeding to ordination, without having before them a call
and bond for provision—and ulso, at the ordination having taken place at Perth, instead of at
Cobourg, in the face of the people : but in consideration of the circumstances of the case, agree to
no farther censure, than that the Presbytery be admonished to greater regularity in their future
proceedings, and enjoined to take care that the necessary extracts trom the Presbytery of Glas-
gow be yet procured and engrossed in their minutes : and in as much as in this case, there was
no formal induction of Mr. Miller to his pastoral charge, the Synod take this occasion of declaring
that wherever ordination has not taken place, in presence of the people, that an induction of the
minister to his charge, should always take place shortly after ordination by appointment of the
Presbytery. The Presbytery of Bathurst, was called up and admonished in terms of the preced-
ing deliverance, and the clerk wa. instructed to attest the Presbytery records, cum hac nota. On
the report of the committee appointed to examine the records of the Presbytery of York, the clerk
was instructed to uttest them, cum notis ; first, that the Presbytery instruct their clerk, to in-
scribe his initials on the margin, where erasures have been made ; second, that the moderator
of Synod is requested to sign the minutes not signed by the moderator of the Presbytery, the late
Mr. George Sheed, aud to append to his signature, tlie reason why this was omitted: viz. the
death of Mr. Sheed, before the minute wus engrossed : third, that although at the meeting, dat-
ed West Flamborough, June 22nd, 1832, no subsequent meeting is appointed, yet the Synod de-
clare the subsequent proceedings valid. The minutes of the last m«ti}ng not having been
RS 4
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engrossed, are reserved for examination next year. The Synod ‘enjoined the Presbytery to seé
that their clerk be more careful in the above particulars.

On the report of the committee appointed to examine tbe records of he Presbytery of Glenga-
ry, the clerk was icstructed to attest them, with an injunction that the Presbytery at the close of
every meeting, record when and where the next is to take place ; that the minntes of every Sede-
runt be signed by the moderator. On thereport of the committee appoiated to examine the records
of the Presbytery of Quebec, the clerk was instructed to attest them as correct.

The following papers transmitted to the moderator, were read and laid on the table, viz.—First,
an extract from the records of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, dated Edin
burgh, 18th May, 1833, signed, by John Lee, first clerk of theChurch of Scotland, containing the
Deliverance of the General Assembly as to Churches in the Colonies. 2d—A letter from Dr.Lee, to
the Rev. Dr. Burns, of Paisley, accompanying said Deliverance; 3d—A copy of the Counfession of
Faith,with the Formula for Elders appended,in manuscript,by Dr.Lee; 4th—A letter from the Secre-
taries of the Glasgow Colonial Society. The declaratory enactment was ordered to be inscribed
in the minutes, and is as follows: — ?

Papers from the
General Assembly }

DECLARATORY ENACTMENT.

Taar it is proper and expedient for Ordained Ministers of the Church of Scotland connected
with fixed Congregations in any of the British Colonies, to form themselves, where circumstan-
ces permit, into Presbyteries and Synods, adhering to the Standards of this Church, and main-
taining her ferm of Worship and Government.

That no Minister should be reeeived as a Member of any such Preshytery or Synod, when
first formed, who has not baen ordained by a Presbytery of this Church ; that no Ministcr of this
Church should he afterwards received as a Member, who does not come specially recommend-
ed from the Presbytery by whom he was ordained, or where he has last resided ; and that no
Probationer of this Church should receive ordination from any such Preshytery, except on his
producing extract of Licence, with a testimonial of his good character, Irom the Presbytery or
Presbyteries within whose bounds he has resided, down to the time of his leaving Secotland,

That it is not expedient for such Presbyteries, in the present state of educationin the Colonies,
to exercise the power of Licensing Probationers; but that Licentiates of the Chureh of Scotland,
who shall be ordained by any such Presbytery to a particular charge in the manner above des-
cribed, shall remain in full communion with the Church of Scotland, and rvetain all the rights and
privileges which belong to Licentiates or Ministers of this Church; and that NMembers of Con-
gregations under thetcharge of Ministers so ordained shall, on coming to Scotland, be admitted
to Church privilegesion the production of satisfactory eertillcates of their religions apd moral
character from the Minister and Session of the Congregation to which they have belonged.

That it is earnestly recommended to all Ministers and Prok .tioners of this Church, who re-
move to those Colonjes within which such Preshyteries are constituted, to put themselves under
the inspection of the Presbytery of the bounds within which they may reside; and in the event of
their returning to thiy country, to produce Testimonials from such Presbytery or Presbyteries of
their character and ¢onduct during their absence.

That a standing Committee shall be named by the General Assembly, to correspond with such
Churches in the Coldnies, for the purpose of giving advice on any question with regard to which
they may choose to gonsult the Chureh af Scotland, and affording them such aid as it may be in
the power of the Committee to give in all matters affecting their rights and intevests.

And the Synod regpived the same as part of the constitution of this Church,-and Presbyteries
Confession of Ewere enjoined to regulate their proceedings accordingly. The Synod farther resolved, that the

ga_ilh dto be Confession of Faith$hould be printed under the superintendence of the Commission; the number
rinted,

of copies to be at their discretion, and Presbyteries to bear their share of the expense, in pro-
portion to the numbet of copies required.

The Synod next cplled for the report of the committee appointed to meet with the commission-
Committee to con- gers of the United Sypod, to receive whatever information they have to communicate. This report

fer with Commis.
sioners of the Uni.
ted Synod,

being given ip and rgad, as also’ the letter of the Rev. William Bell, of Perth, complaining of the
conduct of the Presbiytery of Bathrust, and a copy of resolutions of the United Synod, passed at
a late meeeting of that body,—after lengthened deliberation, the Synod deferred coming to a deci-
sion, and adjourned #ll six o’clock, in theevening—then to hold a diet for prayer, as appointed at
a former Sessiion. ™ * * The Synod met this evening for prayer, and called upon Messrs.
Machar, James Kejchan, and Robert M’Gill, to offer their supplications unto Almighty God—
and thereafter adjougned until to-morrow, at ten o’clock. * * *

Fifth Session,)~ At York, on the 6th day of August.—The Synod met and constituted. The minutes of
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of Inet Session were read. A copy of an address to His Excellency was read, ;hnd approved. g Addrees to b
The tenor wherof follows : — ] Excellency,

T/ HIS EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN COLBORNE, K. C. B. Lieutenint Governor
of the Province of Upper Canada, and Major General Commanding His Majesty’s For-
ces therein, §c. §c. §e. |

May it Please Your Excellency :

The Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connexion with the Church of Scot-
land, now in Session at York, avail themselves of the opportunity afforded by [their present
Meeting to renevs the expression of those sentiments of' respect and attachment which they feel
towards Your Excellency’s Person and Administration, grounded ca their sense ofYour enlight-
ened zeal and unwearied exertions to promote the growing prosyerity of this happy and f@our-
ishing Province, ;

‘I'he Synod have a deep and solemn conviction of the inseparable connexion Wwhich subsists
between the spiritual and temporal prosperity of communities, and of the benefits ‘which the sa-
cred cause of Religion must ever derive from the fostering care of the Christian Magistrate, and
that Your Excellency has acted uniformly on the great principle that righteousnbss exalteth a
Nation, and eminently fulfilled those sacred obligations, political, moral and relfgious, which
form the moet intimate and indissoluble bond of union between a Government umf‘lho People—
—and they feel, thatthey are not enzaged in the mere formality ot compliment, Hat in the ful.
filment of a most solemorand bhound:a duty, peculiarly suitable to their station 031 office when
they thus declare the sentiments of heartfelt satisfaction with which they observe Your Excel-
lency’s enlightened and extensive support of the Religious Institutioas in the Colon}.

) ‘The Synod have ordered an Address and Memorial to be prepared, which they will res-
pectlully place in Your Eccellency’s hands for transmission to His Majesty, caitaining their
ncknowledgments for the Sum which has been recently placed at Your Excellency’s disposal for
the Erection of Churches and the maintenance of Ministers in connexion with the ‘Synod—And
they would assure Your Excellency of their grateful sense of your kind offices in btaining this
important aid, and of their best endeavors to insure its judicious application in ticcomplishing
the objects for which it is granted,

The Synod would not omit representing to Your Excellency the deep interejt they take in
the general advancement of Bducation in Canada, and especially their anxious déjire to see the

ollege proposed to be instituted in this place in early operation under such a Charter as shall
render it generally available, and secure to it the confidence and support of all Lenominations
of Christians in this Province of the British Empire ; and would be happy to receiv¢ any informa-
ion which Your Excellency may be pleased to communicate to them in relation t¢ this interest-
ing subject, "

That Almighty God may enrich Vour Excellency with every temporal and'spiritual bles-
ing—And after many years of usefulness and honor upon earth, receive You into is Heavenly
Kingdom, is the enrnest Prayer of, §

May it Please Your Excllency ; {
Your Excellency’s most faithful and most obedient Setvants.
In Name, Presence, and by Appointient of the Synod, at York, this sixth duy of August,
One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-three. i
(SIGNED) JOHN MACHAR, Moderator.

The following members were appointed a deputation to present it to His Excellencygiz: The Mod-
F@lerator, Messrs. Rintoul, Matheson, Cruickshank & Urquhart, ministers, & Mr. John Strange, Elder. 3

The Synod then resumed deliberation on the subject of the Union, whanfit was movedThe Union,
b  Mr. Rintoul, and seconded by Mr. Gale, that in consistency with the Jact of a for-
mer Session, in receiving the declaratory enactment of the last General Assembly, as
part of the constitution of this Church, the Synod cannot adopt any new {measure, for
promoting this Union, in advance of (he measure of last year, without consultin the commit-
ee of the General Assembly : that they are, nevertheless, disposed to act up to the spirit of the
esulution of last year, and to give effect to the same. And in order to remove fthe ambiguity,

hich may seem to attach to it, from the different constructions put upon a part of {t, by the Pres-
bytery of Bathurst on one hand, and some members of the United Synod on the otler, as well as
rom a sense of the propriety of the thiny itself—the Synod now declare, that it is b pedient, that
ministers of the United Synod, admitted into this body, should subscribe the Formulk of the Estab-
ished Cht\uch of Scotland; a copy of which is subjoined :— ‘

Motion

A
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“1, A. B, dosineerely own and declare the above Confession of Faith, approven by the fo,

uer General Assemblies of this church, and ratified by law, in the Year 1690, to be the confes.
sion of my faith; and that I own the doctrine therein coatained to be the true doctrine, which I
will constantly adhere to: As likewise, that I own and acknowledge Presbyterian church gov-
ernment of this church, now setiled by law, by kirk-sessions, presbyteries, provincial syonds,
and general assemblies, to be the only government of this church; and that I will submit thereto,
concur therewith, and never endeavour, directly or indirectly, the prejudice or subversion thereof;
and that I shall observe uniformity of worship, and of the administration of all public ordinances
within this church, as the same are at present performed and allowed.”—Jct. 11.

And the Synod cojoin Presbyteries, to receive into them such ministers of that body, as shall sub.
scribe this Formula, and fulfil the other conditions of the resolution of last year ; and should any dif-
ficuities in regard to those conditions occur, they further enjoin Presbyteries to refer the consider-
ation of the same to the Synod at its next meeting, giving, however, to those who may apply for ad-
mission, the kindliest interpretation of the resolutions of the Synod. It was next moved in amend-

Amendment, ment, by Mr. Matthew Miller, and seconded by Mr. David Brown, that the United Synod of Upper
Canada, having declined the terms upon which it was last year declared, that the members of their
body should be received into this Church, and having proposed the appointment of commission-
ers, with a view of arranging some new basis of Union, it is declared that to accede to this pro-
posal would be, as it appears to this Synod, to go farther than present circumstances warrant ;
but being still as deeply impressed as ever, with the importance of using all proper means, for
promoting a Union among the Presbyterians in these Provinces, and having just received a decla-
ratory Act of last General Assembly, in which, among other things it is resolved, to appoint a Com-
mittee to correspond with and give advice to Colenial Churches, it is resolved by this Synod, that
the whole subject under consideration be laid before said Committee, and their advice craved

Vote, thereupon. The amendment was put, and the roll called, when there appeared in favor of it se-
ven; againstit, nine. The motion was next put, and the roll called, when there appeared in fa-

Dissent, vor of it, nine; against it, seven,—whereupon the motion was declared to be carried. Against
which Mr. Alexander Matheson entered his dissent, for reasons to be given in in due time—ta-
king instramen's in the Clerk’s hands, and craving extracts. 'To this dissent, Messrs. Matthew
Miiler, David Brown and John Cruickshank gave in their adherence.

Overture on the ) The Synod next proceeded to consider an Overture from the Presbytery of York, respecting

Bubbath, { the better ohservance of the Sabbath, which was approved and remitted to the Commission to
use all discreet means for the furtherance of this important object. An Overture from the Pres-

Overtere on Baptismbytery of York, onthe subject of Baptism, was next read and considered, when it was ngreed
to adopt the Preamble, which is as follows i=—That, for as much as many who come uncer the

ministrations of the ministers of this Church, are found to be very ignorant in regard to the na-
ture of Baptism; and that ministers often find a difficulty in dealing with such persons when
they apply for Baptiem, it is expedient and proper that the Synod, with the view at once of
communicating information as to the Administration of Baptism, and strengthening the hands -
of ministers and elders in maintaining a sound discipline in this matter—Do send a recommen-
dation to Sessions on the subject of Baptism : and in conformity therewith, the Synod enjoined
Presbyterics to see that the laws of the Church regarding this Ordinance, are duly obsgrved. -

2 Ap Overture from the Presbytery of Bathurst recommending the formation of a Minis.ers’ Wi-

dows’ Fund, was nextread and approved ; and the Synod appointed the Presbytery of Quebea

Ovevtios dibact: gto digest a scheme, and to Report to next meeting of Synod. An Overture from the Rev. Mat-

Overture respeets
ing Widows Fund,

o the bt ot thew Miller, proposing a better method of drawing the Government Allowance, was r.eml : the
dr‘:wing Govern't ( t€nor whereof follows :—~That the Synod do appoint a Committee to draw up a mewmorial to His
Allowanes. Excellency the Lieatenant -Governor, praying that it be no longer required of Miristers, when
drawing the tiovernment Allowance, to torward certificates from their respective Elders of

their being ministers of the places for which the allowance is drawn ; but that His Excellency

would be pleased to accept instead thereof, ofceriificates to the same effect, from the Presbyte-

rier of the Bounds ; and instead of requiring that these certificates be renewed . each time that

allowances afp drawn, that His Excellency would be pleased to cousider ministers once certi-

fied to be Pastors of certain Churches, as still ccptinuing to be so, Juntil intimation is given to

His Excellefey in the sage manper, that (he connexion is dissolved—the Synod engaging that

#uch ocourrenpe shull imaedintely, on its tuking place, be natified to His Exce|lency. Farther,

that should His Excellency accede to thils prayer, the convener of the Commission be instructed

to give due infimation thereof to the moderator of each Présbytery ; und that said moderator,

on receiving sfich intimation, 'shall ¢all forthwith a theeting of Presbytery, by whom such cer-

tificates shallhe granted. The Syned: resolved in tevsiis of this Overture, and enjoined the

®rertor Callal: GOMMi"ion take the necessary steps, he Synod mnex Lup an Overture from the Rev. 4
A s C'M.."he“' Mi oD ¢ R e GRE A ETS) gy : o“".' bt

ey

o
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rul Connection, when it was resolved that the several Presbyteries be instrueted to mature their
views on these subjects; to report within three months of next meeting of ynod to the follow-
ing Committee, viz. :—The moderator, and Messrs. Ketchan and Miller ; and this committee be
prepared to submit a full view of the ma‘ter in question to the next meeting of Synod. ‘And
farther, the Syunod enjoin Preshyteries in the mean time to proceed in the ordination of ministers,
with a due regard to the permaneacy of the pastoral connection. . » "

. » » " * . An Overture from the Presbytery of Quebec on the le- ( Overture on the le-
gal recognition of Churches in Canada, was called for and read, as follows :—In consideration { gal recognition ¢
of the difficulties arising in the administration of the laws and discipline of oor Church, from our ¢ Churches,
not being a corporate hody, and being unknown to the laws of these Provinces as a church
court, it is humbly requested that the Synod take steps to have the decisionsof our church courts
recognized by the law of the land, in so far as their decisions are conformable to the laws and
practice of the Church of Scotland ; and that the several Presbyteries be enjoined to take this
suhject into serivus and immediate cousideration, and to report to a commitiee to be appointed
by the Synod. on the measures they deem most advisable to attain the end proposed. And far-
ther, that said Committee of Synod shall carelully consider such reports, and procure all other
information on the subject within their power, aud prepare a plan for the consideration of the
Synod at its next meeting. "The Synod resolved in terms of the Overture, and appointed the
Presbytery of Quebec a committee 10 take charge of this business, A Petition of certain INeMm-Perition, le.
bers of the Preshytery of Bathurst. was next called for, and read, as follows :—¢ T'he Petition of
the undersigned, members of the Presbytery of Bathurst, respectfully sheweth, that the bounds
of snid Preshytery are found, by experience, to be inconveniently large; and as there arenow
a sufficient number of ministers composing it, to admit of its being divided into two Presbyteries,
it would be desirable that a separate Presbytery should be formed, consisting of the ministers of
Kingston, Belleville, Cobourg and Colborne, and having for its bounds the Newecastle, Prince
Edward, and the Midland Districts, together with the country within thirty miles of Kingston,

—Signed, John Machar, James Ketchon, and Matthew Miller, ministers, and John Strange,

Elder.” Whereupon, the Synod agreed to grant the prayer of the Petitioners ; and constituted

n New Preshytery, bounded as described in the Petition, and to be named the Presbytery of

Kingston ; and enjoined both Presbyteries to meet this evening for any competent business, ap- ( A new Presbytery
pointing Mr. George Cheyne 1o sit with the Preshytery of Bathurst to constitute a quorum, The { to be called the
Clerk of the Preshytery of Bathurst was allowed an extract of this minute. The Synod next ( Presbytery  of
called for a Letter addressed to the moderator, by the Trustees of St. Andrews’ Church, York, !{'ng'"’"' A
which being read, the Synod appointed the following Committee to considerth. vhole business 3 St.  Andrews
—and to call for all parties and documents connected therewith—viz. :—The moderator, and ¢ Church, York,
Messrs. Matheson, Connell, Cruickshank, Gale and Urquhart, ministers, and Mr. John Strange,

elder, to report as early as possible during the present meeting of Synod. An Overture from 3 Overture respect.
the Rev. William Rintoul, respecting annual retarns from congregations and Presbyteries, was ¢ ing annual returns
referred to the Commission. ‘Ihe memorial of Colin Giregor, Teacher of the Ottawa District ¢ :
School ; and a Petition from certain heads of Families of the congregation of L'Original, were { Memorial of Colin

read ; and the Synod recommended to the Presbytery of Glengary to exainine the qualific. ions Gregor,
of Mr. Gregur, and receive him as a Catechist, if'they should see fit: and the moderator was
requested.to refer the said papers to the Committee of the General Assembly, craving advice.—

* L » L ] » @ *

At York, Wednesday, the 7th day of August, 1833.—This day the Synod met pursuant to adjournment,Sixth Session,
and copstituted. The Deputation appointed to wait upon His Excellency Sir Jobn Colborne, with

the Synod's Address, laid upon the table. His Excellency’s reply, the tenor whereof follows : — 3 Mis Excellency's

REVEREND GENTLEMEN 1 answer 10 addres

IN expressing my thanks to the Synod for this Address, I feel it incombmt on me to state,
that His Majesty’'s Government being aware of the great importance of aidirg, at this period,
the Ministers ofthe Gospel, and the Societies with which they are connected b their exertions
to diffuse Religious Instruction through the Proviace ; 1 may assure you, that he Synod of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada will continue to receive that support which thy must necessa-
rily require in the discharge of their duty faithfully in a new country.

With respect to the University of King’s College, [ am most anxious to se it in operation,
and T trust that the Institution will open in the course of the ensuing yesr undera Charter which
will prove satisfactory to the Colony.

The Committee appointed to report on the state of St. Andrew’s Church, Yck, gave in their
Report ; the consideration of which was deferred until to morrow, at nine ollock, to which
time the Synod adjourned, . Closed with Prayer. hibd 2 ; T b

At York, Thursday, the Stk dag of August, 1633.—This day the Synod being' mete
called for the Report of the Committee on the state of St. Andrews’ Chursh, ¥

ead as follows : —




(8 )

# Your Committes have to Report, that after coreful examination of the Documents sulimit-

ted to them, and of the parties concerned in the case of St. Andrews' Church, York, they find ¢

1st.—That the Rev. W. Rintoul was designated to the Pastoral charge of St. Avndrews’ Church,

York, by the Glasgow Society, in consequence of a lettes, dated 29th July, 1830, addressed to

one of the Secretaries of said Society, and subscribed by certain individuals appointed Trustees

of said Church by the original contributors to the building thereof—which letter contains the fol-
lowing conditions to be fulfilled oun the part of said T'rustees :—

Yorl:, Upper Canada, 29th July, 1S30.

SIR——\We, the undersigned, regularly constituted and appointed T'rustecs of the Pres-
byterian Congregation of St. Andrews’ Church, of York, request that your Nociety will be
pleased to ordain and appoint a Minister to preside over us—And we, on our part, promise that
we will yield him that obedience required by the Kirk from a Congregation 1o their Spiritual
superior. We further bind ourselves to secure him a Stipend of not logs than 'I'wo Hundred
Pounds, Halifax currency, per Annum, on the following conclitions, viz:—1st, That ut the end
of three years from the date of his arrival in the Province, we are at liberty to muke void this
engagement. 2and, That if the Congregation, at the expiration ol three years, continue to ap-
prove of him as their Minister, that he shall, by a new Agreement, be appointed their Minister
during his natural life, unless from some impropriety of conduct, or heresy of doctrine, he shall
be deemed unworthy to hold the Office of Minister, or unless he himselt, from private reasons,
decline that Office.

We have to request that you will impress upon the Society the necessity of sending a Min-
Ister with all convenient despatch, as the building of the Church is already in progress ; and much
depends on the Congregation being immediately organized and going forthwith into operation.

We beg further to impress upon your mind the necessity of sending to York, aman of zeal
and talent, not only for the purpose of increasing the wealth and respectability of the congregation,
and thereby enabling us to pay a more liberal stipend, but because there are in the College,
here, a number of young Clergymen of the Church of England, of great acquirements and great
zeal, and who are deservedly populur preachers, a rivalry which the Kirk has not to contend
with in any part of the Province,.

H. Carfrae, James F. Smith, Alex. Murray,
Jacob Letham, John Ewart, Thos. Carfrae, Jun. W. Roese.

Signed, ;
To Rev. DAVID WELCH, Secretary to the North American Society, Glusgou.

2nd--That at a public Meeting of snid contributors, held on the 18th May, 1€30, they did draw
up and agree toa Constitution for the management of said Church, the tenor whereof followsi-=

“ At a general Meeting of the Subscribers to the proposed Presbyteriun Church in York, the
following Constitution was adopted :

1. That the Church be called St. Andrews’ Church.

2. That being a Subscriber to the Church gives n power to vote for the first Trustees, to
consist of seven persons, who shall manage all matters referring to the tempornlities of the
Church :-=That vacancies in the Trustees shall he filled up by a general meeting of' the subscri-
bers and pew-holders—a subscriber being a person who has paid one pound five shillings towards
the Church and a pew-holder, a person who has puid up his rate for three sittings, no subscrip-
tion gives a permanent property in apew ; these are to be let for a term not exceeding five years,

“8. That these ‘Trustees are entitled to eall to the Ministry an ordained Clergyman of ths
Church of Scotland, or to delegate that right to any Presbytery in Scotland, or to the Glasgow
Soclety, or to any other Society that may herealter be formed for similar purposes.

4. That these 'Trustees shall be distinct and separate from the Church Session, and their
meetings be sepamtely held--though being a T'rustee does not dirqualify from being an Elder
por vice versa, |

5. 'That Medings of the Trustees be called by a clear week’s notice, given by their Secre-
tary or Chairmantthat four form a quorum, and that their business be conducted like that of
other Trustees, affl in particular thatno resolution of theirs be valid unless confirmed by a second
meeting summondl as above mentioned.

6. 'That in a)y matter which these articles do not provide for, or if any doubt respecting
them shall orise, |he same shall be settled according to the lnws and usages of the Church of
Scctland : and so|soon us a Presbytery shall be formed in these Provinces, such matters shall
be referred to it; jad should a higher Court as a Synod be established that the same may be
appealed from thdinferior to the higher Court.

7. That thed articles shall continue in force until they shall be altered by the vote of at
least two-thirds ola meeting of the proprietors and pew-holders, which may be called by the
Minister and KirldSession, by a majority of the Trustees, or by twelve of the proprittors and

[}
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pew-holders, by giving notice of the same from the Pulpit or Precentor's desk, on three coneé.
cutive Sundays after the forenoon’s service. ny .
JAMES BELL, Chairmasn.

Yorx, Mar 18rn, 1830, Cownirres, gJAMES LECKIE, Serretary.

The provisions of which Constitution, however, were not made known to Mr. Rintoul pre-
viously to his accepting the conditions expressed n the bond or letter aforesaid.

3rd— T'hat said contributors at another public meeting held on the 15th March, 1831, did pass
the following resolution :—

Resolved—That the present Trustees be empowered to borrow the sum of Three Hundred
Pounds, to finish the chpreh, with the exception of the Dome, and that they continue in office un-
til the said debt is liquidated. '

Resolved—"That the constitution be so amended, by the adoption of an Eighth Article, with
these words : That the present Trustees, John Ewart, Jacob Letham, Thomas Carfrae, Jun.
James F., Smith, Alexander Murray, Hugh Carfrae, and Walter Rose, be continued in office, un-
til the debt about to be contracted to finish the church, be liquidated, and that no alteration in
the constitution take place until that period.

4th—That it appears from the aforementioned documents that Mr. Rintoul accepted of the
said charge for (he period of three years, that the renewal and permanent seftlements of his con-
nexion with the congregation of St. Andrew’s Church was to be determined at the expiry of the
original engagement by the voice of the congregation, and that the Trustees, besides the powers
conferred on them by the original constitution, have obtained an extension of these powers as to
time limited only by the extinction of certain pecuniary obligations which they assumed upon
their powers being thus extended.

Sth—That while it appears that Mr. Rintoul, according to the terms of his bond has a pledge
that his eventual permanent settleme ermined by a vote of the congregation—the
congregation have at the same time inve: ted the tiustees with such powers and placed them un-
der such pecuniary responsibilities as seems to invalidate the free right of vote originally contem-
plated, or as might render the exercise of it incompatible with the pecuniary responsibility of said
trustees,

your committee recommend that the Synod remit the case to the

rk, with the following instructions and recommendations. That the Presbytery

of York, meet in York, immediately after the close of the Synod, and as their first step use their
best endeavours to obtain the means of relieving the Trustees from their responsibility for the
debt of three hundred pounds, either by pecuniary payment of the money, or security satisfacto-
ry to the Trustees. The final exoneration of the Trustees by the Presbytery to be conditional on

the re-electivn of Mr. Rintoul by the persons hereinafter
declared to be entitled to vote All the original

subscribers to the church, as d Pew-holders quali-

fied according to the terms of said article. 3rdly. All who have been in regular communion with
said congregation up to this date, provided they be heads of families, or persons who have attain-
ed the age of 21 years, and establi isfaction of the Presbyterv, that they have held a
sitting or sittings in said church onths preceding this date, either directly from

the Trustees or from others—th ch exoneration of the T'rustees, as above des-
cribed being obtained, the P ytery, shall appoin

registering the voters, and thereafler,
decision. ~ Your committee furthe 5
ties have been brought into circumstances by which the sacred
may be dissolved in a manner so much at variance with the spirit and co
church, and use every possible endeavour to prevent the recurrence of similar irregularities.

VVhereupon ihe Synod aepproved the Report, adopted the recommendations thereof:
and enjoined the Presbytery of York to meet this evening at half past 6 o'clock, to
take the Necessary steps in this business, The clerk was instracted to furnish the

Church, as a York, with a copy of this deliverance., Mry. Rin-

f, took tracts, which were granted,

e Report of the commi W up a scheme for distributing the Government
Fant for building Churches, was given in, and in conformity therewith, the Synod approved of
Mow ng rules and conditions to regulate the distribution of this or any similar grant that

g\

2

Distribution of
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may be ohtained—First, That there must be a legal deed, securing the Church to Trustees, ac-

knowledging the jurisdiction of the Synod. Second, That there must he a sufficient provision

made for the minister from pew rents, or voluntary contributions. Third, If there be no minis-

ter settled in the Church, that evidence be produced, that effective measures are taken for ob-

taining one. Fourth, That Churches thus aided, must have agreed to a constitution satisfactory

to the Presbytery. Fifth, That the sum of money to be granted shall be paid by order of the

convener of the commission, to the moderator of the Preshytery to which it is granted, and that

he deliver itover to the Trustees, vpon sufficient evidence that the preceding conditions have been

fulfilled : and also on a sufficient bond being given, that the money shall not be devoted to any

other object than the advancement of the building. And that a Report shall be made to the con-

vener, by the Presbytery, that the monies granted, have been properly applied. Sixth, That

L. 400, currency, be assumed, as the average cost of a church, adapted to the state of new settle-

ments. Seventh, That when the people have subscribed and paid L. 300, or upwards, a grant of

L. 100 shall be made—if less than L. 300 currency, shall have been subscribed, and paid by the

people, the graut shall be reduced proportionably. Eighth, 'T'hat a conditional bond be given to

the Trustees, that the money shall be paid when the building is finished, and that the Presbytery

have sufficient evidence, that the building has been completed before the money is granted on

the bond, a discretionary power being invested in the Presbytery, to pay the money immediate-

ly to the Trustees, when the preceding conditions have been complied with, or sufficient evidence

being produced, that the building shall in due time be completed. With reference to those prin-

ciples, and also to certain specialties in the several cases, the Synod made the following ap-

propriation of the present grant, viz: to Perth, £80; Cobourg. £75; Ramsay, £60; Beckwith, £50;

Lanark, £35--T'o Vaughan, £30; Galt, £80; Guelph, £45; Aldborough, £25; Ancaster, £25; Am-

herstburgh, £15; Zorra. £50; Thovah and Eidon, £50. To L’ Original £50; Front of Charlotteburgh,

£25 ; Indian Lands, £50; Martintown, £75; Lochiel, £25; amounting in all to £845, currency.

The Synod delayed assisting several places, having very urgent claims, in consequence of their

appli cations not having been made through the Presbyteries of the bounds, but resolved that so

soon as their applications shall be forwarded, in the proper way, examined and approved, due

sconsideration shall be given to the claims of each, and in proportion to the means at the Syn-

od’s disposal. The Synod ordered a copy of its proceedings in this business to be laid before

His Excellency Sir John Colborne, together with a full statement of the numcrous and urgent

Clerk's Salary cases that exist in all parts of the colony, yet requiring aid.—A Memorial from the clerk was

' brought before the Synod, by the Moderator, of the following tenor :—*The Clerk of Synod

respectfully Memorializes this Venerahle Court--That he has discharged the duties of his Office

now for thrce Sessions, without receiving any emolument, and craves that the Synod may tuke

his case into copsideration, and granta honorarium for past services; and also that the Synoil

may be pleased to fix the Clerk’s Salary at £15 per anoum, in addition to the fees of office, to

be regulated by the Synod, according to u fixed scale.” Whereupon the Synod agreed to grant

the sum of L. 30 for his service during the years 1831 and 1832; and further granted the sum of

L.15 per annum, ‘or discharging the duties of his office. 'The Presbytery of Quebec was appointed

Synodical Corres. ) @ committee to correspond with the Presbyteries in British North Ameiaica, connected with

pondence, ( the Church of Scotland, and to consult with them whether it be practicable to delegate annually

corresponding members in the manner of the Synods in Scotland.

Report of Com- ) The convener of the committee appointed to prepare the draft of a Memorial to tke King on

mittee, &c. ¢ the suhject of the Clergy Reserves, reported that they had not been able to proceed in this mat-

ter, on account of the lengthened Sessions of the Synod, whereupon this business was refer-

red to the commission, with an injunction to draw up this memorial with all convenient des-

patch, and transmit the same to the Lieut. Governor, praying that it may be laid before His

Majesty. It was recommended to the Preshytery of Quebec, to prepare a similar memorial.to

be transmitted by the moderator of the Synod, through Lord Aylmer, the Governor-in-Chief.

The commission was also to be instructed to communicate to the committee of the General As-

sembly on colonial Churches, the thanks of this Synod, for the paternal care manifested by .the

General Assembly, for colonial Churches, and to inform that venerable body that the Declara-

tory Enactment passed at last General Assembly has been received by the Synod, with all duti-

ful submission, and acknowledged as an essential part of the Conéiitution of this Chureh ; and

further to crave the (General Assembly to use its influence to secure to the Synod all its legal

rights as connected with the Church of Scotland, and to obtain if possible from His Majesty's

Goverment, that wherever in a British Colony a'minister of the Church of Scotland officiates as

chaplain to the military, he shall receive the customary allowance, and also that the General

Assembly cautioh Presbyteries at home, not to ordain ministers to Canada, upon a call and’bond,
e unless these hitve been certified by Presbyteries'in this country. N T

N “*=ha clerk of thie mission committee, waw instructed to prepare an Extract of the minutes of that

™Mo ascheme of appointments for missionari he i

dist ibuted
REUT——— S -“ ‘b. J

Memorial to the )
Ceueral Assembly ¢

i1




( 11 )

Abstract of the minuates of Synod. The Report of the Mission Committee of the Lower Prov-
ince was called for, read, and approved ; and that committee was instructed to furnish the clerk
of the Synod with an abstract of the same, to be appsnded to the printed abstract of the Synod
minutes, |
The Synod, in conse John M’Lean, Esquire, of Kings- Synod and Mis-
ton, received no repo ission. unds—but Presbyteries were en- sion Funds,
Joined to see that coll their congregations, within six months, for the mis-
sion fund ; and within twelve months, for the Synod fund ;- and that the same be forwarded to
the Treasurer within these periods respectively. And the Treasurer was requested to furnish
the clerk of each Presbytery with an abstract of his account.

The following was appointed a standing Commission to watch over the general interests ofNew Commission,

the Church, and to transact the business specially referred to it,viz. : the Moderator, and Clerk
of Synod, Messrs. Rintoul and Ketchan, ministers, and the Hon. Archibald M’'Lean and Mr.
John Strange, Elders—and in conformity with a resolution passed at a former Session, the Sy-
nod appointed three ordinary meetings of the Commission, to he held in each year, viz.: thefirst
immediately after the close of the Synod; the second at York on the third Wednesday of Janu-
ary next; and the third at Montreal on the first Thursday of August next, at 2 o’clock ; and it
Was resolved, that all members of the Synod may sit as members of the Commission at its ordi-
nary meetings.
The moderator was requested to write a pastoral letter to the Church, of which the Synod or- g Pastoral Letter by
dered two thousand copies to be printed for general distribution. the Moderator,
The moderator was requested to communicate t asgow North American Colonial Soci- Lotiss Som e
ety, the thanks of this Synod, for their i i inisteri i Y Badoater t the
tute Colony, aud also for the liber i i ety i Glasgow Colonial
object; and farther to request the Society notto give any pecuniary assistance, in future, to con- Society,
gregations in Canada, without a recommendation fromthe Pi:esbytery of the bounds, and also to re-

fer the cases of congregations at present assisted by them, to the examination of the Presbyteryof

the bounds, that the Presbytery may report for the information of the Scciety. :

The following Committee was appointed to revise the Mir.utes, and to assist the Clerk, in draw-z Comnittes to re.
ing up an abstract of the same, to be printed and distributed among the several Presbyteries, viz. : ¢ vise the Minutes,
the Moderator, and Messrs, Matheson, Rintoul and Miller.

The Synod then appointed its next ordinary Meeting to be held at Montreal, in St. Gabriel-streetNext Mesting,
Church, on the first Thursday of August next, at 6o’cleck, P. M. Closed with. rayer and a blessing.

JOHN MACH.KR, MobperaTor.
ROBERT M'GILL, Stvop Craax.
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ALEXANDER MATHESON, Montreal.
EDWARD BLACK, Montreal.
ALEXANDER GALE, Lachine.

JOHN CLUGSTON, Quebec.
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