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S50
WHAT HAST THOU DONE?

What hast thou done to show thy love,

To Him who left Lis throne above;

His glorious throne in yonder sky,

And camo to earth for thee to die?
Tell me, my soul !

What hast thou dune in ail thess years,
Since Christ in love dispelled thy fears,
And in their place gave peace of mind,
And access to his throne to find ¢

Tell me, my soul!

Hast thou the world renoncced entire ;
Aud for its praise felt nc desire?
From every folly tuined away,
To seek for joys that lest alway ¢

Tell me, my soal !

‘Whene'er a brother in his necd,

Appealed to theo .o clothe or feed ;

Didst thou with generous soal reply,

And for Christ’s sake, thyself deny ?
Tell mo, my sonl!

Hast thou e’cr dried the widow’s tear ?

Or sought the orphan’s path to cheor ?

Hast thou e’er raised tho fallen up,

And bidden him once more to hope ?
Tell me, mygsoul !

Or hast thou lived in selfisk easo,

Secking alone THYSELP to please,

Forgettul that thy God would claim

Thy service, if thou bear his name *
Tell me, my soal!

Forget not, soul, that by and by,
A reckoning comes in yonder sky,
Wh n Christ, as Judge, wiil ask of%thee,
“Os0ul! WHAT HAST THOU DONE FOR
ME P
Remembez, soul!"
—P~ .{’z.

AL

anan

GCCLESIASTICAYL
RANGEMENT.

A report is current that the move-
ment which i8 undersiood 10 have been
entered upon by Dr. Begy and others of
the high-and-dry jurty in the Free
Church, and which recenily manifested
itaelf in a certain nysterious visit to the
Lord-Advocate, has begun to exeite
serious apprehension among the govern-

ing majority of that vomwmupion. The
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Rev. Doctor and bis friends are believed
to have been in commnnication with 22
Queen Street ; and it is even said they
have received from leading men in the
Establishment, it not from certain mem-
bers of Her Majesty’s Government, en-
couragement io hope that, should eppor-
tunity offer, some sort of measure for
reconstructing Scotch Presbyterianism
may possibly be submitted to Parliament.
It seems to be feared that should means
be found to recognise, in some form or
other, tne momentous principle of spiritual
independence, the position of the Free
Church in the Highlands would be seri

ously compromised ; more especially a3
the following of Dr. Begg is known to
embrace some four or five ministers
whose word is virtually law north of the
Grampians. Under these alarming cir-
cumstances, there has, we learn, been
grave consultation among the acknow-
ledged leaders of the Church as to what
course they were best to pursue ; and, if
rumour speaks truly, a vigorous agitation
for Disestablishment has been virtually
recognised as the most feasible counter-
active policy. To this end overtures are
alleged to have been made to the Scot-
tish Disestablishment Association for
such a modification of its constitution as
should mceet the views of certain influen-
tial Free Churchmen. One difficulty,
we have been told, is the reference to
the first article of the constitution to the
Church of England, the Free Church
disestablishers now in question deeming
it expedient to confine their attention to
this side of the Tweed. On the other
hand, the Liberationists are understood
to demur to any alteraiion which might
seem to imply lack of sympathy for the
cause of the English Nonconformists. It
would appear, however, that the propos-
ed alteration has been not-unfavourably
entertained; and from a pavagraph
prioted elsewhere it will be seen that a
meeting of the Association is to be held
on an early day for the purpose of pro-
gouncing ou the question.—uJ¢ tsman.
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“If I forges thee, O Jarusalem, lst my right hand forget her cunning.”—Psaim 137, 4-6.

TAKING ACCOUNT OF STOCK.

REV. MR. KENDIG'S SECOND SERMON ON
YCUNG MEN,

“ WHAT SAYEST THOU OF THYSELFK.”

The text was takem from John 1, 22.
**What sayest thou of thyseif?™ The
subject was ¢ Taking account of steck.”
This was the question put by the capti-
ous Pharisees ‘o John, and his answer
evinces the rare virtues of frankness and
courage. To resent an insult, or rush
into battle under the inspiration of wron
or martial musie, is a courage of whic
cowards are capable. To enter the
prize ring or fight a duel requires just
such courage as the bovine or bull dog
is capable. But to see & wrong and
expose it, a fashionable sin and with-
stand it, a personal weakness and over-
come it, a conscious wrong and confess
and abandon it. a temptation and resist

it, requires a frankness and courage of '

which an intelligent moral being only is
capable.  Examine your own seif-hood,
and ascertain the quality and quantity of
your stock in trade.

Are you willing to do this? Dare you
take account of your own stock? There
are two, with whom we should be on
terms of most familiar intimacy—myself
and God. Yet with no two are we less
acquainted. Self is a necessary compan-
ion, and I should be frank and brave
with myselt. It is easy to take acconnt
of other's stock, fo sce them in all hights,
ard at all angles, except the true one,
for this feeds malevolence, gratifies jeal-

ousy, and is the seasoning of two many
conversations, God complains, “My
people do not consider.” We are afraid
of .solitude and solitary reflection. Te
be shat up with self would be to some of
you the worst of hells, Brave in com-
paby, we are cowards when alone. How
many years since you have taken account
of stock—ten, fifteen or forty? Few will
dare open the books, look over the stock,
and make an honest invoice to-night.
The nearer 8 man is to conscious babk-
ruptey, the greater the desire to cover
up. It is the childish game of whistling
to keep the courage up;to throw the
cloak of respectable externalism over a
heart filled with curruption will not puri-
fy it; any more than to ide a cancer
will prevent its eating out the life. This
game of hide-and seek you play with
yourself is a most dangerous one. To
study ruvself, take an account of stock,
is the first step toward solvency and as-
sured rightness. Let me introduce you
to yourself, take an account of assets
and liability, hold a council with your
creditors, and see it you can meet the
claims entailed upon you. by self-hood,
buman brotherhood. and the divine
father above. Are you willing to know
yourself?

Have you humility to confess your
wrongs? If uonwilling to hunt for a
wrong in ourselves, still more unwilling
are we to confessit. The sin of the

arden did not die out with the garden,
grr many still use the fig-leaf apron.
How often we hear, ** I'll never confcss :
Il die first!™ Why? Because comfess-
ion argues weakness, ignorance or wicks
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eduness, and we are unwilling to think
this of ourselves, or have others think it
of us. You kdow youriinward lifeis a
lie to others. Do‘you dodfeds it? Nob
at all;if you do not stoutly deny the
charge, you excuse or defend it. This
is an almost universal practice. Ivery
man ‘who sins wrongs threc parties.
You Wrong sclf; thereforé confess to
yourself. Say with Pharaoh’s bhutler,
“T do remember my fanlts this day.”

. The‘pmdig'a'l-, when he came to himself,

said: I have sinned.” [t is both difli-
cult and uncommon to be honest with
oneself; and yet honesty with self is the
basis of honesty with others. ‘Thereis a
result of that. If I do not always right,

" because T am right, and. therefore love

the right, T'am open to do the wiong—

_ when the Mmotive shall be suflicient. . No

© self.

.

man deceives or defrauds another who
does ‘noet first deceive and defraad him-
Theft, murder, arson, larceny,
fraud-or sensuality are in us before they
move' against others.” Tweed was de-
franding Tweed before he began to de-
frand ‘others! You stole from yourself
before you stole from others. ** Truth
in the inward parts” alone wili save us.

Second, discuss the thought vn higher

- ground that mere temporalities. A man

not true to himself, may still be 2 good

- physician or lawyer or clerk, or mechan-
* 1¢ or servant; butin so far as he is un-

true to his own self-hood, in this higher
sense is he untrue to them in the lxigﬁxest
claim that soulican make on soul. You
usi love God, and thisis fidelity to self,
in order to love your nejghbor, which is
fidet iy to them. You confess to your-
self or you will never confess to another;
you repent before self or you never re-
pent before God. ‘To what end are you
using the stock & beneficent God has en-
trusted to your care? Are you squand-
ing in rioting aud excess. effeminate in-
activity or damning pleasures bodj,
health, brain, time, energy, influence,

opportunity, thus usipg up the very eapi-’

tal itself? Is your lile outward from
God and downward toward degtadation ?
How much of the orginal stock bave you
unimpaired? God wants ¢ preferred”
siock. No watering of it at fhat board.
You have wronged others, therefore

Jconfess to them. Sin sp 'digtorts and,

‘magnifies, that nothing seems Teal of na-
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tural. Indeed, ¢ Sin makes cowards uf
us all.™  You entertained false views ot
your neighbor and..did him wrong.
When  you found out your mistake why
did you not confess it to him? Sin gives
false views of privilege and duty, makes
us secretive and selfishly defiant. Many
have suicided, rather than confess a
‘. . A .
wrong that would have beén forgiven.
Many « woman has goae broken-hearted
to the grave, rather than humble herself
to confuss o mistake 1o the mam, she
loved dearer than lite. There are to-day
all over this carth outeasts from home,
whose conscience goad them to madness,
because unwilling to confess a sin to
loving parents. whio would be glad to
kiss away the red-tear-line of sin’s burn-
ing. More husbands and wives have
Leen divorced and children disgraced by
this mad refusal to contess to cach uther,
than any otherenc cause. My man,
have you enough humility in stoch to
to confess to, Qgt{f]'(i',“mothor, vite, child,
Afriend, “Thave sinngd against thee”
You ask some one to take the first drink.
play his first card, swear his first oath;
you give him the downward push, can
you confess to him and try to pull  him
back again? Ifall would do it what o
reunien of estranged friendships, what a
healing of broken hearts, what a rekind-
“ling of old Toves! Do it, and God's sun
of “to-morrow will rise upon the world
revelling in the delivium of & new found
joy. You have wronged God, therefore
confess to him., Youhave Ldiled to meet
his reasonable reguirements, robbed him
of time, means, servier, honor, glory;
used the capital he gave you uc{)on his
eneies, concocted treasun and enter-
tained traitors. Doing business on his
capital and now denying his claims ; you
confess indebiedness rcfusing to pay o
first installment by repenting, or the
over-due interest by prayer. ,

Have you inanhood enqugh to desire
reform? Men swear, drink, cheat and
confess it'wroné', yet syill not promise to
quit it. We ¢ See the yight and yet the
wrong pursue.”  What is (hat but weak-
ness, or cowardice? A féaripg to accept
the order lest you have not he stock in
trade to illit! " You are ncar to bank-
ruptey and have not endugh of the real
arit or true manhood te throw the line of
desire on God's titg boat'of grace t carry
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you through the surf of appetite and ac-
ross tha waters of wrong intogthe dock
of desired and known righiness aud
safety.  Streteh out the old cloth of de-
<ire, puddle antilyoun get betore the winds

of love, and on this shoreward tide you'll ,

he earried to the island of hope and stand
sccure o the ¢ Rock of Ages,” ag millions
have been before yon. If you have no
desire or confidence to try and reform
yon go down with aceelerated speed, and
in God's commereial bullctin of tomorrow
von will be rated < unsound.™ Will you
placad yourseif as ¢ the man who dae
not do right ?” It is noble to see & man

«tnpy ing, reflecting, confessing, and with

the intiowing consciousness of wrong

done and lived, say’ ‘¢ All wrong; no

farther on this line; this is the last; I

quit now.” Ttis noble to scea man
whose manifested Iite is respectable, yet
wha is inwardly conscious that he is not
measuringupto his own ideas ot privilege
and duty to self, others and God asking,

¢ Lord what wilt thou have me to da #"
And  then resolutely and! manfully set
about doing it at once. Or the young
man, for whese retien “a tather waits,

and a mother prays; over whom sisters

and brothers weep, ;and to whom still

clings lovingly 4 deceived and broken-

hearted wile, rise, under a deep sense of
thejpaing’he has made, and wrong done,

and with the high impulse of re-enkiud-

led manhood wipe his cyes, shake oft.his

rags, turn {vom the sins that disgraced
him and the haunts that ruined him, and
return to love, home, welcome, purity
and heaven.

Have you the eandin to avow this de-
sire ‘publiely? Theie are men in this
city, who arc without courage to come
to charch, because their paroxyisms of
<inful madness, ghey spoke againgt the
chureh. - They dare notavow their desig
for religion, because once with_lying
bravado, they vidiculed if. You are not
ashamed to drink or sivear. Why are
you ashmmed to.” pray?: You are not
ashamed to sing indecent dogerel, Why
are you ashamed {0 sing hyms ? ,You are.
not ashamed te.be.seen with the lecher-
ous libertine, profligate, gambler, scoffer.
Why are you  aghliamed’to bé with the
pure and gooud? You are not ashamed
to enter the salvon and the door of her
housewhose steps lead to death, and
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take hold on hell. Why are youashamed
to be in the prayer meeting? You
are not arhamed to by found at the rat-pit,.
dug-fight, horse-race and theptre. Why
are you ashamed w0 be in the church?
You are not ashamed to wear the ljivery
of thedevil.  Why ashamed to wear the
livery of'heaven ? You are not ashamed
to be known and called & sinner; and an:
unbelicver.  Why are you ashamed to be
called a snint or protessor? Lo sin is
human ; to pepistin it is devilish. To
sce wrong proves Stisdom; to feel it
argus concienee § to abandon it declares
a true nobility and high manhood. - :
Have you the courage to execute this
desire now and here? Many a delay
between the desire and the doing ruins
fureven,  1lell's Loard way is paved,with
good but broken promises. If Lhad as
many hundred dollar bills as you have
broken resvlutions of rétormation on your
souls, Twould buy a home for each of you-
and bave a’covd one left- for myself.
Jetweoen duty aurd sin millions vibrate
like « penduium, Med tens,of thousands
who said 1 will,” sut still and did itnot.
‘Te, the ren] man who meaus to.do an
honest business and,show, a ¢aving profit
in the end of lite there but two questions,
w kunow duiy and to do it. Desire for
reform and wvowal ot it to yourself and
others degrades you the more if you don't-
do it. This step is the key stone to the
otherwise tottering arch. Thisis the
sheet anciwor by which you must warp
. L} 4 .

yourself over the bar of moral and spirit-
ual wrongness into the peaceful watexs
of spiritual rightuess.. 1 appeal to each,
« What sayest thou of thyself - Say,.bro-
ther man, will you tonighvtake God Four
for father. Christ for your Saviour, the
Iuly Ghost for your comtorter, the Bible
for your guide, the church for your help-
er, and Ileaven for your home., Have
you encugh of all that tends tw make
your good aad great, of, frapkness
humility, desive, avowal and energy todo
and aclicve?  You come?! Thank God,
this invoive will proelaim your solvent
Weekly.Lr.

TuE (ihasgow Established Pesbytery
claim to have 656 elders uudZ,’}Q’Z deacons
and managers, or atotal-of 1,245,
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Deer Free PrussyTERY~—This rev.
body met on Tuesday—Rev. W. M’Rob-
bie, Aberdour, Moderator. The month-
ly report as to the Sustentation Iund
showed a net increase of £63 133 6d
within the bounds of the Preshytery
during the past eight months, as compar-
ed with the corresponding period of the
previous year. In the contributions to
the Foreign Mission Fund there was a
decrease of £5 153 1d.  The application
for a colleague and successor to the Rev.
J. Yuill, Peterhead, aceupied the Court
for some time. It was reported that the
congregation had agreed to increase the
stipend pruposed to be paid to the col-
league to not less than £207. Mr.
Yuill's application was sustained, and it
was agreed to send it on {0 the General
Asgembly in due form. Rev. Mr. Pat-
erson, Fraserburgh, gave notice that at
next meeting he would move :—

That wherens certain ministers of this
Church have assumed to themselves the title ot
the Coustituticnul Party, and have ir that cap-
acity on & receut occasion approached a mem-
ber of Her Majesty’s Governmeut appurentiy
for the purpose of entering into negotiations on
matters concerning this Charch:  Aud where.
a3 they are not entitled to assume such desig-
nation, hor have they authority to institute
such negotiations :  And wherear much offenco
has besn occasioned throughout the Church by
such unauthorised and divisive action: It is
hambly overtured by the ¥rce Presbytery of
Peer tn the ensuing Genoral Assembly that
thev take the premises ints consideration, and
adogt.suc}_u measures for romedying the evil as
to their wisdom may seem fit.

Rev. Mr. Mardoch gave notice that at
pext meeting he would move :—

That whereas the existing Church Establish-
ment is unjust and in many ways injurions to
the intertsts of Christ’s Kingdom, the Genarsl
Assembly inke steps for its disestablishment.

OX the 231d inst., a painful accident
occured at Stranraer. As the Rev. F. J.
B. Johnstone, parish minister of Leswalt
was riding on horseback into the town,
his horse took fright and threw its rider
on the pavement. He sustained a com-
pound fractare ot the skuill, and died in
a few bours,

_could we have acted otherwise ?
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Tne Rev. Dr. KenNepy or Dive.
WALL ANXD TRE TAIN Free Caurch
PressyTERY.—The Fres Preshytery of
Tain at a recent meeting declared the
action of the party which met not long

ago with Dr. Begg and interviewed the
Lord-Advocate to be * unconstitutional
and divisive” Dr Kennedy, asone of
the party, has written a lengthened re-
ply to this charge, strongly denying that
the action taken was either anc~ustitu-
tional or divisive. In his concluding re-
marks he says—* If you refer to our
having acted apart from the Courts of
the Church when you describe our con-
duct as uncenstitutional, I ask you how
If our
action was along the course marked out
for us as legitimate and dutiful by the
legislation of the Church, its not being
in the form of regular ecclesiastical pro-
cedure cannot suffice to muke it uncons-
titutional. The Courts of the Church
are controlled by those from whom we
differ, and we have driven us into the
position of protesters by their desertion
of Free Church principles. We conld
legitimately do as members of the Church
all that was attempted by us—as mem-
bersof her Courts we could do nothing.”

Tre Crrric Craiks.—Professor
Blackie, who is to be asbent in the East
for four months, has written a letter ex-
plaining the position of the fund for the
establishment of the Celtic Chair. “The
sum paid up at the present moment is
£11,000 and some odds, of which £10,-
300 is invested on landed security. pay-
ing interest at 4% or 4} per cent. |
know of additional subscriptions which
will certainly be paid to the amount of
at least £200. It may be stated as cer-
tain, therefore, that by the term of Mar-
tinmas hext we shall have a paid-up
available sum of £11,700 ; that is, with-
in £300 of the £12,000, which is our
mark,
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THE BIBLE CONFIRMED BY ORIENTAL
RESEARCH,

Observe how utterly fearless it is! It
Euts 1ts incidental historical narratives
y the side of ancient records, wherever
these are found, on brick cylinders,
graven in rocks, traced upon the {mrclb
ments, carved upon obelisks, built into
imperial structures, and it challenges
comparison! No matter how other re-
cords have come tous, the Scripture
puts its record beside them asserts this
true, and waits for centuries for its vin-
dieation. The ancient historians tell us,
for example that the kiag of Babylon,
when that city was taken and destroyed
by the Persian, was not Belshazzar, bunt
Nabonadius, or Labynetua, as the names
are given differently in different langu-
ages, that ho was not captured in the
city, or killed, but that he escaped from
it; that he fonght a battle, after the cap-
tures, outside of the city, that he ivas
defeated, and was then taken prisoner,
that he was made satrap under the con-
queror, that he lived for years after-
wards, unmolested, lived in abundance,
and died in piece. Berosus and Abyd-
enus agree in most of this; and history
Inughs at the story as told in the book of
Daniel. 1t is an unhistoric legend, idle,
worthless, bevanse contrary to the facts.
‘The book of Daniel puts forward its re-
cord, and patiently waits. Twenty years
ago there were dug up the cylinders
from the remains of the ancient Ur of the
Chaldees, from the mounds which mark
the almost forgotten site of that renow-
ned c¢ity of the Last which explain ata
glancs the seeming inconsistency. They
show that Belshazzar was the son of
Nabonadius, and the regent under.him;
that Daniel’s record is t%eruioro. as true
88 was that probably of Herodotus or
Berosus. ‘They were simply the writing
of different persons.
So the Seripture feariessly challenges
historiang, and puts its record alongside
of theirs—a characteristic which Lelongs
to it only among the sacred books of the
world. There isno other which treats
so fearlessly the events of the past, and
which faces such imminent continual
risk of being demonstrated as untrue, it
that is possible. It tells its story amid
whatever din of contradictions, and waits
to be accepted with a divine courage,
imperturbable as God.—Dr. R. S. Storrs.
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TRE QUEEN AND THE SARBATH.—A
correspondent writes to the Leeds Mer-
cury.— On one occasion Her Majosty
had invited distinguished guests to dine

at Windsor Castle. It was therefore
necegsary that the Court band should

repare itself to ’&)erform special select-
ions of music. 1e  pieces chosen were
difficult, the time of practice limited, and
the leador, declaving that he could not
afford to lose a day, smmmoned the men
to meet for rehearsal on the Sunday.
There were two Germans in the band,
pamed Schrader and Gehrmann, who
were Wesleyan Methodists and whose
conscience wounld not allow them to
spend the Lord's day in musical re-
hearsal. They told their scruples to the
leader, who, however, peremptorily or-
dered them to be present on pain of in-
stant dismissal from the band. 'They
did not hesitate » moment. On the Mon-
day morning, on presenting themselves
at their quarters, the leader in violent
language, ordered them to be gone. The

oor fellows walking sadly away, not
ar from Windsor met the Bishop of Lon-
don driving to the Castle. Stopping the
carriage on their signal, he heard their
tale, and promised to speak for them to
the Queen. Before the duy was over the
leader of the band was summoned into
Her Majesty's presence. The Queen en-
quired what had became of the two Ger-
man Methodists, one of whom, as being
one of the best trombone players in the
country, was a favorite at Court. The
leader explained that he could not allow
‘absurd religious sceaples’ to stand in
the way of a soldier’s duty. The Queen
at once gave commands that the men be
immediately restored to their posts, and
added, *I will have no more persecution
in my service for conscicnce’ sake, and 1
will bave no mnore rehearsals on Sunday.

—ZLeeds Mercury.

Rev. MR. HurcHESON.—We are glad
to be able to annonnce that the Rev. Mr.
Hutcheson has arrived from Montreal,
and is labouring with much aceeptance in
our vacancies. We hope to see the
evidence of their appreciation of his ser-
vices wi' . take the form of a eall, and
that sb tly our vacancies will be fewer
in nuraber.
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APRIL, 1878.

«THE PRETENSIONS EXPOSED OF
MISSRS. LAXG, BURNETT & CO.,
&c., BY REV. R. CAMPBELIL., MON-
TKEAL.” '

A pretensious pamphlet under the
above caption has been handed to us.

Wg have vead and noted its contents.
With all due deference to the author,
whom for many good qualities wo res-
peet, we think the pamphlet uacharita-
ble, and uncalied for, and bedring on its
face contradictions and absurdities. Its
aim is wrong, its logic defective, and its
tone and spirit far from kind or christian.
The anthot of the pamphlet, no less a
persohage than the minister of St. Gab-
riel Church, Montreal, was once a min-
ister in connection with the Church of
Scotland. He was justifiably proud of
that connoection for a fime, but he took
council with hev foes, they flastered him,
they enticed him, and deceiving him
into a belief that they loved his mother
Church, they ecraftily took him & Co.,
into their fellowship, allowing them for
their amusement to faney that they were
still in the old connection—and now that
they have chosen new assneiates, cgeles-
iastical polity, corfession of Faith &e.,
they must forsooth turn in theé spivit of
persecutionupon those who, in obedience
to the solemn vows they hod taken, re-
mained in immediate conneetion with the
Church of Scotland. Mr. Campbell
knows as well as Mess.s. Lang, Burnett,
& Co., that a large majority of the
Church with which he connected himself
would rejoice to see the Church of Seat-
land disendowed, disestablished, destroy-
ed to-morrow , and are in deep sympathy
with those, who in Scotland, are seeking
her downfall.  Yet he claims after hay-
ing shifted his foundation, to be in con-
nection with the Church of Scotlang, and,
strenuously denies that claim to those
wha wnid mingled persnasion, intimida-
tion, &e., remained faithful to their sol-
emn obligativns that they would pursue
no divisive courses. If the majority of
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the Synod saw fit, like a broken ledge
of a rock, to slide away from their origi-
. nal foundation, we hold that they had no
right or power to tutn to the rock and
say to it that it should tollow them. The
minority could not be charged with any

wrong  doing towards' the mujority:
for rofusing - {o swrender their
liberty and consciences to them.

Their crime is that they love the church
of Scotland too well'to be persuaded to*
disavow immediate connection with hers;
and they must in-eonsequence suffer per-
secution, spolintion, misreprasentation,
&e., from Messrs, Campbell - and Co.
When will * man’s inhumadity to man”
cease? When shall Cheistian 'churches

-cense frony pagan barbaities, and give
the world sonie practical lessons ‘in the
¢ charity that sufferoth long, is kind, and
envieth not#” -

What element of possible’danger can
there be in the continued: existence.oft a
minarity of Synod in connection-with the
Chureh of Scotland in the Upper Provin-
ces? Have they shown any symptons
of disioyalty to the State? We trow not.
Have they showir aily tendency to'tamper
wiua, or matitate the standards of the
church whose name theybear, and under
vhose banuer they chose'to remain? "No
sneh charge hias beent brought against
them. Why thon, arthey may be apow-
er, howaver feeble, in the land for good
to those who awe like-minded with them,
do Messrs. - Campbell & Co. seek to
crush them out by thwarting their honest
and constitutionul efforts forn recognized
existence i the land? We- close our
critivism in the langunge of the editor of
the ¢ Golden Rule,” and which we earn-
estly récommend to the eareful perusnl
of all our readers: 1 clowe, therefore.
with the proposition that 4ny inteérpreta-
tion of the teachings of Jesus—any appli-
cation of his doctidnes—dny view of (zod
—which makes & man narrow, bigoted,
and intolerant ; any view of daty which
makas hiny hnrch, mlovaly andornsl
any eonception of etetnity ~which -makes

_him a coward and a hypocrite 1s_proven
by its'effect tn be erroaeous: Such teach-

" ings, 1 eare not in whatever pious form

" couched, with whatever personal sinceri-
ty uttéred, or by whatéver religious
sanction sustained, embody the cssence
of all heresy.”
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HINTS WORTH ATTENDING TO.
After some strictures, not a}\pli ble to
our congregations on this of the +* Pond,”
a ** Roving Commission,” writing to the
“North British Daily Mail,” regarding
the ¢ Lapsed Bfasses " goes on to State:
* * * * L] A

There are, alas: too good grounds for
the charges laid at the doors of churohes,
and individual members of churches wvith
regard to their indifference and inexvility
to the *lapsed members.” Those who
by the.grace of God have been kept from
falling shoald exercise toward their fallen.
brethren -and sisters, the spirit..of  their

Master who had compassion an, and.

helped the « fallen’ to rise. Lis but too
common for christians to turn up their
noses in disgust at the swine smell of
those who may have lapsed and strayed
fram the right path, and gathering up
their garments for fear of coptact, aave
been past them, forgetting thaé he who
converteth tho sinner from the error of
his ways shall save a spul from.death.”
While frowns, haughty looks, or indiffer-
ence may hurry the “ fallen? toinevit-
able ruin of body and soul, a hand out-
stretched to help, a2 kind word gently
spoken, and christian sympathy frankly
and cheerfully given would rekindle hope
and be a mighty lever t.aTaise thom again
o the paths of -the just, and ruconcile
Jem to ¢« Him that is able to keep-them
from falling.” . Lo

Let the reador ask himself what is the
treatment ot visitors who come for a day
to his own Church. -Should the strahger
ask for a seat of the doorkeeper, this fane-
tionavy will likely in the first place take
stock of his attire, and having estimated
him on this basis, will pop him .into a
corresponding pew, from which he will
come out at the conelusion ot the service
at least as much & stranger as when he
went in.  An offiee-bearer told me that
the other Sunday when he was at the
plate, four separate individuals, svidont-
ly of the lapsed class, came hesitatingly
up the front steps, -requested a seat, and
were handed over to the doorkeepers.
When they had been accomimouated with
seats for the , service .the Church’s duty
towards: them had ceased. - Speaking
generally of the three great Presbyterian
bodies, there is no organisation tor keep-

- tae sake of the people.
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ing hold of people who thus {ﬂncc them-
selves “sithin the range of the Church’s
in1uenga. It may have co::t,t}.lcw people
such u struggle as few Church mentbers
ever went through to venture once more
into a respectable nssem,bg ; their act
may be the result of a resolution formed
trémylingly and kept in spite of powerful
dmw*in? in another direction i but what
of that?, They find that though they haye
taken the first step towards reformation
nobody cares o straw about if, and that
they are quite welcome to slip quietly
‘back agunr if they feel sd inclined. I
have purposely sajd ‘“the thred great
Presbyterian Churches,” for I am aware
that in the E. U, and Wesleyan Methodist
commur-ons a different system obiains.
T Morrisonian Churches fhe office-bear-
ers provide  seats for ‘strangers, "and
would not think of letting a visitor go
without telling him that lie  would %‘e
And what is the

Their ~ memnbership consists

welcome back again.
(=)
result ?
mostly of werking people, and the aver-

.age attendance is the'highest in Glasgow.

Again, in the Methodist Churches,. the
hand shaking and kincly inquivies that
go on previoas to and after .service are a
sight to see. The expericnce of .these -
two.communions is strongly in sapport
of the inference that if their example had
been earlier followed by’ the Presbyter-
ians the number of the lapsed would not
be so great to-day ; and if it wers adopt-
cd now their ' numbers might soon. be .
diminished. What -is the .idca of the
character of the Church held by most
members and adherents ? Isit not that
it is an institution into which they pay so
mach tor the privilege of attending wor-
ship and hearing sermons .op  Sunday ?
Every year it has been bYecoming more of
a purely ecclesiastieal institution for the
benefit of ecclesinstics primarily. "Se far’
as the action of the ministers and offiee-
buarers can be taken as a guidey it would
scom that the patural orderrof shings ..as
beew foversed. The new eread ssewms 4o
be .thas the people exist for the sgke of
the Churches, and not the Churches tor
The predomin-
ant fecling in the mind eeclesiastic was
well axpressed by.a clérgymsn in an ad-
jacent buargh lately. A congregational
meeting wus called for a spoeial purpose,
and only some Halt dozen turned up.  Fo
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f ((imestion from & member, ¢ Do you con-
sider this s fair representation of the con:
gregation, sir? the cler,
that whether it were 50 or not was not of
the slightest importance. He had suf-
ficient officebearers with him to form a
quorum, and he did not care a straw
whether they had the sympathy of the
congregation in the contemplated project
or not. To this broadly extending care-
lessness regarding the' opinjons or inter-
ests of the members much of the falling
oft in the matter of Church attendance
may be attributed. Ten years were
spent in attempts to promote s union be-
tween the various Churches tor purely
pre ™ssional purposes. Ten hours have
not been given to the consideration of
how to promots social intercourse in con-
gregations, a far more important subject.

man replied

GAJIRLOCH.

We learn from a note sent by kev. D.
McKay to the Standard, that we have
fallen into the same mistake with refer-
ence 1o the Saltsprings purse presented
to him, &8 we previonsly made with ref-
erence to the Gairloch cheese. Mr. Me-
Key states that < instead of the amornt
being somewhst over Fifty Dollars,
it was exactly over Sixty Dollars.”
Just 80, our informaut was nut so very
far astray after all. Unless the rules of
arithmetic have changed considerpbly
since our school days, sixty is somewhat
over fifty, therefore the statement was
net erroneocus. As Mr. McKay has not
been long in the country, it may be ne-
cessary to explain to him that, instead of
allowing us to underestiinate the number
of ponnds in the cheese, the number of
dollars in the purse, and the number of
kind hearts in the congregation, he
should keep us well posted as to his
presents, and we trust to have further
and frequent opportunities ot making
sach ¢refling errors as those which the
gorthy minister of Gairloch so mach de-

ores.

SALTSPRINGS.—We see by an adver-
isement in the Standard, that Saltsprings
ongregation intends to have a tea mest-
ag on the12th Julys We wish them
‘reat suceess, but would prefer, if they
2d made choice of another day, and re-
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solved to go in crowds on that day, to
help St. Paul's congregrtion, East River,
who some weeks ago advertised u tea
meeting for the 12th July.

In the review of Mr. Mondy's work in.
Hextford, all elasses bear testimony toits
excellent fruits. ‘The Rev. Dr. K. P.
Parker, of the South Congregational
Church of that city, delivered a sermon,
March 24, in which he said of the evan-

elist: ¢ He proclnimed the breadth and

epth and tenderness of Divine love morve
earpestly than any man I now remembet.
He came among us in the beanty of a
genuine enthusiasm for men. Power
was with him. Many who were limping
along with lame feet found strength by
him to run and leap and praise God.
There are more happy hearts and house-
holds ir Hartford to-day than ever befure.
The real joy is vastly greater here than
on many oceasions when the city has
fluttered with bdnners, echoed witn mun-
sic, and trerubled at the thunder of cun-
non.” This estimate is not more apree-
atize than of the secular press of kaurt-
tord.

VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA.—According to
the recently published stutistics of Vie-
toria there is in that colony a population
of 830, 679. Of this number the Church
of England is eredited with 299, 091 ad-
herents; the Roman Catholivs 198,067 ;
the Presbyterians 181,098 ; and the Wes-
leyens 109,370. But these statistics do
not represent the actual denomnational
preferences of the people, for it appeurs
that the census enumerators arein the
habit of classing those who do not claim
connection with any other seet with the
Church of England. When the number
of persons ‘ usually atteading”a place
of worship is taken,the Wesleven
Church has the lead with 94,286; the
Roman Catholie foltows with 68,886 ; the
Presbyterians with 68,220; while the
Church of England has only 48,496 regu-
lar worshippers. Innumber of registered
ministers of religion, the Presbyterians
take the lead with 137 ; the Weslevans
have 138; the Church of England 133.
But the Wesleyans own 847 places of
worship, the Presbyterians 602, the
Church of England 424. In the sitting
accomodatior. of churches the Wesleyans
ars far ahead of other denominations,
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JEHOSAPHAT HELPED GOD.

Jehosaphat asked for divine help and
at the same time did all he conld to help
himself.

There are many who are not King's
who ought to learn this lesson. There
are many who are always asking help of

-(iod especially in difficult matters, but
leave him to do all the work. They will
ask God to feed the poor; and yet when
a hungry man or woman comes to their
door they won't even give them a crust
of braad. They ask God to cloth the
naked; and yet they always find other
uses for their cast off garments. ‘They
ask God to shelter the wanderer; and
yet when the homeleys come to their
door for shelter they direct them to the
next neighbor whom they commend as
occasionally harbour ‘¢tramps.” They
will ask (vod to multiply and extend the
means ef grace: but yet when a collect-
ion” for that purpose is announced they
are ready to charge the minister with
“ continual begging of money for this,
that, and nobody know what other
schemes.” They are the kind that pray,
but don’t do. In fact they are ‘pious
shirks' and * verily, verily they bave
their reward.”

BiBrLicaL REvisioN.—Land seems in
sight =t last. Steadily but surely has
this important work been going on; and
now we read that the Company have
completed their second revision of the
Epistle of St. James. The nation has
waited patiently for a work conducted
‘by so many eminent scholars and divin-
“es. 'The study of the Bible has become
more interesting thau ever, and the re-
cont writings of snch men as Ellicott,
and Hawson, and Farrar, have done
much to make the ordinary reader deep-
ly interested in all these varied touches
of thought which a careful 1e-examinat-
ion of the text suggests. We have never
feared that Rationalism would be the
gainer. Far from that, we firmly be-
lieve that the result of all these labors
will be to turnish irrefragable proof that
the word of the Lord is true, and endure-
th forever. Some timid souls deprecat-
ed the revision at all, lest alien doctrines
might be dragged in, or lest the old
granite foundations might be injured.

We rejoice to believe that the revisionists
will do honor to the laborers who went
before them in the great work, and that
there will be furnished us in this unset-
tled age another testimony to the fact
that the Inspired Word has nothing to
fear from the most searching ecriticism,
and that another testimony will be add-
ed to the multitude ot existing ones that
the « Word of the Lord is a tried word.”

‘T'HE Pope has gone to purgatory, and
the prayers of all faithful ones are asked
for his release, whereupon the Nafional
Baptist:—*« What under the son is the
use of one’s being the keeper of the keys
it he cannot let himself in ¥ .

It sounds strangely on this side the .
water, but it may indieate considerable
progress on the other. that at a conference
of clergyman in Elgin, Scotland, it was
agreeded to urge upon their several con-
gregations to desist from the practice of
‘¢ giving drink at funerals.”

Rev. JorN MaRPLES.—Last week, in
Toronto, the Rev. John Marples, oncea
minister of the Presbyterian Chuarch,
committed suicide, by taking 10 grains
strychnine. Some time ago he left
the Presbyterian Church and Tad beeome
& very pronounced Spiritualist.

Tae Rev. Dr. Macleod stated lately
that for 103 years there bad been the same
family in the manse of Fuunary. His
grandfather came from Skye 108 years
ago, and hss son is minister there still.
Old Rorie, the boatman, came along with
his grandfather, and the son of Rorie was
boatman to this day.

Sir Alexander Gordon, M. P., for East
Aberdeenshire, has given notice of mot-
ion as follows for * an early duy "—To
move—-* That an humble address be pre-
sented to Her Majesty, praying that Her
Majesty will be pleased to appoint a
connnission to require into the causes
keep that under the Presbyterians ofScot~
Jand, with a view to the removal of any
impediments which may exist to their re-
unioniu a National Church, as established
at the Reformation, and ratified by the
Revolution Settlement and the Aci of
Union.”
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LETTER FROM REV. H. A. ROB-
ERTSON, MISSIONARY TO ER-
ROMANGA.

Sydney, N. S. W, Jan, 2, 1878."

Though T hope to write you by next
»mail and to enclose my annual report, I
wish in this note to inform you of the
safe arrival bere of Rev. Wm. McDon-
‘ald and myself, with our wives and fam-
‘ilies, by “ Dayspring.” When we left
.the New Hebrides, No. 23, all the Mis-
:sionaries on the islands were in pretty
‘good health. Mr. and Mrs. "Neilson

were not quite as well as usual but were

attending to their work,. and at their
post. As you know, Mr. and Mrs. In-
olis have returned to Scotland, Mrs.

‘Paton had beeri ill in Australia, before :

their retiwn’ to the New Hebrides, and
is still delicate, but possessed of such
wonderful nataral energy, that she is' as
zheerful and active as ever. I sce the
Melbourne people are moving to get Mr.
Paton appointed agent for the mission,
30 “as to draw forth steadier and more
;zoundant suppoit from the Australian
churchies.  Mr. Copland is at New Zea-
land, not being yet able for any public
work, and his dear ehildren with Mr.
wid Mrs. Gerdlet, of Syney. ~ The Mis-
sioparies whom we left on the islands
e BMessrs. Annand, Watt, Neilsen,
Mackenzie and’ Milne:’
. Mr. and Mes. McDonald and three
children left ‘this for “Melbourne, four
Bays after arrival, and found Mrs, Ged-
lie, John and ‘Ella well. The McDon-
Uds expeet to return to Sydney. about
'he 15th of March, and the “Dayspring”
& appointed to sail from this port for the
New Hebrides, April 1st. '
* I had the pleasure of meeting with
{The Heathen’s Mission Committee,”
ind “ The Dayspring Board” here on
he 13th of last month. The Heathen’s
ission Committee agreed to pay the
jost of printing my Erromangan Cate-
‘hism, and Dr. Steel has written to the

4
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B. & . B. Scciety, a:king them ta be
at the expense of printing a translation
of the Acts of the Apu.tics in Sydney.
T expecet omr Chiristian natives in Eyro-
manga will refund the cost of printing
the Adt. befbre the close of the year. T
am to be employed by the Presbyterian
Church of N, S. Wales under the di ect-
jon of the above namgd committed, to ad-
dress meelings in town and country on
behalf of our mission. Thiz, with the
transeribing of the Acts, and correcting
the proof sheets, an} preaching ozeasion-
ally, will keeprme pretty well occupied
until we return to Krronuiga again.

Mrs. Robertson, onr fittle givl and lit(le
boy, with & young man {rum Krromanga,
who is one of, two  Jircanangans acting
as boat’s crew to the  Davspring,” and
a litile girl—a danghter of the notorious-
Rangi—and I, went to  Parramatia
fortnight ago and speat « week with our
dear friends Br. and Mus. Mueray, and
their two very interesti. & children.  To
us the sojourn. with our kind, friends’ of
St. Andrew’s Manse, was ~imply delight-
ful. There was but one painfuiand sad
circamstance, which, though we might
try to perenade ourselves’that we were
mistaken, fordtd it=dF dhon bud notice. T
refer to M. Muiray's partinl blindness.
Poor thing! | It s sad to see one so
young, cheerful. and companionable thus
afflicted, ano 1 know ihat while she
hear the plaintive ery of her sweet littie
daughter, slie eannet see her. And then
to think that she is thoniands of miles
from her déar native Tan:l and her own
mother.  Qur presence only T fear ve-
nmiuded her oo mich ot !l these things.
May she hove the lively sympathy and
prayers of the Lord’s people, for her
trial resalts for hew dgvotion - to the mis-
sionary work. _

By the « Dayspring,” in October, we
recgived the invaluable “lission goods.
Mr. Aunand _killd]}' divided his from
mive aud sent ourt full ~Luo .

P. S.—0n New Yw«u's day, Mrs
Robertson presented u- with a New

v
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Year's gift.  Mother and danghte , by
divine blcs;ing, are both doing remar .-
ably well, and have far better care than
I could give or gét for them in Erro-
manga. ‘

OUR OWX CIIURCH.

We hoped to have lists of contributors
to the Supplementing Fuand from several
Lcungregations for publication in the Ap.
Record! Why have they not come?
las the dull weather of the past few
weeks caused a decp “sleep to full upon
them? 1tis time to waXen up to the im-
portance aid necessity of the scheme,
and give evidence of juath by works.

OTHER CHURCHES, &c.

'InE Goavock Presbytery has granted
the petition oi 165 parsons who had se-
ceded, from St. Audrew  Squave L. -P.

the Established Chureh, and the Rev. J.
K. Camppell is admitied as 2 mmister of
the Churéh of Scétland.

CORRECTIONS.

In East River list of contributors for
suppleméntary fund for **Angzus McDon-
ald™ write S050 instead ol 8025,
and in list of agents for Samuel Fraser
Ehasville, write Saumwuel Fraser, Bridge-
vile. .

DisusTaBrisunsNt  MEETINGS.—
Within the past ten daysthe Rev. James
Smith, of Tarlund, has addressed meet-
ings in favour of disestablishing and dis-
endowipg the Church of Scotland at
Lllon, Peterhead, Roschearty, and other
places in Aberdeenshire.  is remarks
an scarcely be snid to have been well
received.  The Elloa meeting was spe-
cially noisy.  Mr. Smith's rewarks have
been ealled in guestion at several of the
weetings by speakers wha went Loldly

who merely thouted from their seats.

Chureh, Greenock, to Lo admitted into -

to the platform, as well a< by dissentients
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THE SABBATH SCHOOL.
INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

April14.] B.C.624. |2 Chron. xxxiv 14.22,
THE SCRIPTURES F_OUND"
AND SEARCHED.

Gorpex Text.— Scarch ye the Scriptures”
Jor in them ye think ye have eternal life ; and the
are they whick testify of me.’—dJohn 5. 89.

HoME READINGS.—M. 2 Tim.3:117. T,
9 Chron. 84: 14.22. V. 2 Chron. 34: 23.3"
Th. John 5: 36-47. F. 2 Chron. 85:1-19. ¢
2 Chron. 85:2027. 8. Lam. 1:1-22. '

. Compare with 2 Kings, ¢ch. 22. Th
interest of the lesson centres in the df
covery of an old and valuable copy ¢
the Pentateuch among the debris in th
‘Temple, v. 14 “Given by Moscs.
Either the origin as it came from th
hand of Moses himself, 800 years b
fore, or a eopy which had been kept e
clusively for the Temple service besid
the Ark, in the moxt holy piace, Deu
31,26. Possibly it might have bec
secreted by some pious hand to ‘save
from desecration, and in the lapse of
century its existence was forgotfen. ]
either case its coming to light was
matter of rejeicing.  The Bible was ve
scaree in those days, and this fay ha:
.been the first well autheniicated co
Hilkiah had everscen. It ‘was not
thing to be merely looked at as a caric
ity ; immediately Shaphan began to »s
it, v. 18. Josiah is now, in turn, affe
ed, not by the antiquity of the Book
much as by its contents.  To him it w
ewmphatically “the word of God.® Wh
he heard the words of the law he rent
clothes, v. 10, and wept, 2 K. 22,
'The word ot God is quick and power
Heb. 4,12. " In its light he now saw
sins of his people to be greater than
ever before imagined. It is thought t
the portion read may have been: D
28, and following chapters, in which
rible curses are foretold against all v
violate the law. “Go and enquire of -
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Lord fur me and for them that are left
in Israel and Judah.” His heart’s desire
for Israel is like Paul’s, Romans x, 1.
JerEMIAH and ZEPHANIAE both prophe-
.sied during the reign of Josiah. Why
go to Guldah? The prophets may not
' have been withir call, and the case was
‘urgent. - GQuldah dwelt in Jerusalem, v.
122, Her place was among the ladies of
: the court, whom perbaps she instructed
ias a sort of Zenana teacher. She was
twell known ang respected. She is not
¢the only prophetess honorably mentioned
tin Scripture. Miriam, Ex. 15, 205 De-
\borah, Judges 4, 5, and Anna, Luke 2,
:36. Her answer remarkable. « Tell ve
fthe man that sent you,” &e., v. 24.
£Wrath and destruction upon this place
land people, v. 25. But Josiah, because
tof his repentanee, faith and zeal, shall be
ispared ihe pain of seeing these c..!zmit-
des, v. 28. In chap. 35, see how steat-
Fast he remained; how enthusiastically
This people renewed the solemn league
‘hnd covenant, and served the Lord all
Ghis days ; how he rachly took the field
ingainst Necho, king of Egypt. was mor-
2ally wounded, and brought home to die;
Jhow Jeremiah “lamented ” for him, and
“iow the name of good king Josiah be-
rtame a household word in all Israel.
3 Learw—~To value and reverence the
‘word of God, remembering that all Serip-
dure is given by inspiration of God
and is profitable for doctrine, reproof,
‘correction and instruction, 2 Tim. 3, 16,
Bt ought to be read daily, and as much.
%f it committed to memory as possible.
We should take the Bible as our guide
‘h all things. “ A lamp to our feet and
& light to our path,” Ps. 110, 105, and
Siske it the basis of all teaching.
';pril 28th.] B.C.607. [Jer.xxv:1219.

i THE RECHABITES,

Gorves Text.—* Wil ye xot receive ins-
]:uc!wn to hearken tony words ! saith the Lord :”
rse 18.

it J—
‘,] Hoxe Reapings.—M. Jer. 84:1-22. T,
Kiogs 10:15-25. . Num. 6: 1-12. Th,
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Jer. 85:1-19.
1-14.

F. Prov. 1:20-23. §S.Jer.11:

This story of the Rechabites belongs
to an earlier date than last lesson. The
circumstances narrated occured in the
reign of Jehoiakim, about three years be-
fore his death. The plot if we may so
call it, was intended to serve the purpcse
of an illustration, differing from & par-
able in that the real personages are in-
troduced. Such a “sign” as Jonah was
to the Ninevites was' this exhibition of
obedience and adherance to principles—

-a reproof and an example to the Jews.

The scene is laid in the court of the tem-
ple, v. 2, to give it due solemnity, and
that it might convey a lesson to the
priests as well as the people. W=mo
WERE THOSE RECHABITES? A wander-
ing tribe belonging to the Kenites of He-
math, 1 Chron. 2:55: decendants of
Helab, Moses’ brother-in-law, Judges 1 :
16. They originally came into Canaan
with the Israelites, but, instead of settling
down, chose a roving life, dwelling in
tents,Jud. 4: 11. Jehonadab here con-
tracted Jonadabd, of the house of Rechab,
seems to have organized them into a pe-
culiar sect, about 800 years before this
time, and bound them together by a
solemn vow. (1). To drink no wine
(2). To build no houses. (8). To sow
no seed. (4). To dwell in tents, That
Jehonadab was aealous for God appears
in 2 Kings 10 : 15-23, and :hat the Rec-
habites remained faithful to their vow
during all this long period, though living
in a land where wine was as plentiful as
water, ig clearly stated in the nairative,

Then came the word of the Lord : duz-
ing one of the invasions of Nebuchad-
nezzar, when the Rechabites had sought
a temporaryfasylum in Jerusalem. ‘The
idea of taking advantage of their presence
in this way did not originate with Jere-
miah, it came from the Lord, v, 1. So
Jeremiah had no scruples about it, knew
that he ran no risk in placing temptation
in their way, although it put the Rech-
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abites to a severe test. Had it been any
one clse, they would have resented the
attempt to tamper with them as an insult,
but Jeremiah ! the Lord’s prophet—bad
&3 g03d ag said to them, “ your vow only
bound you to abstinence while you ze-
mained under canvas, now that you have
come to live in Jersualem, do as other
people do, come drink wine with us”
How many travellers to the Holy Land
even now-a-days lesve their religion be-
hind them in Europe or America! Not
8o the Rechabites. ** We will drink no
wine,” even though a Jeremiah offers it
to us, *“for thus Jonadab the son of
Rechab our father commanded us”
That was noble !

ArPLICATION.— Go and tell the men
of Judah” See how the Rechabites
respect the vows laid upon them by a
man like themselves, v. 13, but you have
disobeyed your Maker—the father of
your spirits.  Jonadab is long since dead,
still they obey: God, by his prophets
has been speaking to you all your lives,
v. 15. Nay, saith the Lord,“I myself
have spoken unto you” v. 14. But ye
will not hear. THEREFoRk the Recha-
bites shall rise up in judgment and con-
demn you—the same argument nsed by
Christ, Matt. 11: 21.  Zherefore the
Chaldeans shall destroy Jerusalem, and
you yourselves shall go into captivity.
Therefore, also, mercy is promised to
the Rechabites. v. 19.

Learn that vows should not be rash-
ly made, but deliberately and from a
sense of duty, Itis better not to vow
than to vow and not pray, Eccles. 5: 5.
Obedience to earthly parents is the firat
commandment  with promise, Our
Heavenly Father has higher claims on
our reverence and service, Heb. 12: 9,
28-2y.

Query '—If our ought-to-be corres-
pondents in our different congregations
fail to furanish loeal information for the
Record how are we supposed to get it?
Brethren, shake off dull sloth, and for-
ward stems for the Record forthwith.
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