Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filining, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

D Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

\/ Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I'ombre ou de la

distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possibie, these have
been omitted from filming/

Il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n‘ont
pas été filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires*

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/

Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

L Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu’il
lui a &té possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet

exemplaire qui sont peut-8tre uniques du point de vue

reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification

bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image

dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages reswaurées et/ou pelliculées

\/ Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolurées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

Showthrough/
vd Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de l'impression

Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

Includes index(es)/

X

K

L] U [

Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

26X 30X

12X 16X

20X

24X 28X

32X




‘THE O‘JTARI

0 TEA“HER

A MONTHLY EDUCATIONAL J OURNAL

oot

Tol. 2. MAT,

1874, No. 5.

ELECTIONS TO THE COUNCIL OF I’UBLIC INSTRULTION

~Under the new School Act the -teachers
. of Ontatio have the responsibility imposed’
. “upon them of chosing a representative to
- the Council of Public Instruction. This
. -concession to their wishes, though made
. with rather an ungenerous and unnecessary
_ restriction, is one which will mark.a new
. era in the history of our educational insti-
- tutions. The tendency of the present age
" is.towards selfgovernment. The old ideas
of :centralization:are heing exploded;: and
. legislators: aré :now: beginping to take -the.
' people-into theif confidence) and-to bestow
- upon them privileges which were- once’ con-
" sideréd to be the inherent right of only the
" favored few.

" :But-while teachers .are-thus.to be privi-
. leged under-thenew order of things, it miist,
. notihé- forgotten that -every ddditional:
;. -privilege brings with: it -additional responsi-

: bility:: The newrCountilof Public Instric- |

|, ‘tiansshould, when changed at all; be better.
- thamthe:old, -otherwise, the expense and.
‘trouble of the change will be all thrown

away. To make it better the va'.rious elec
tive bodies, viz -—Teachers, Inspectors and
‘High School Masters, must  discriminate
wisely between the various candidates who
may solicit their suffrages.” There should
be no hasty conclusjon come to. Men of
the highest -talent and attainments should
be sought aftcr, and none but those wel

.qualified both.in character and well known

practical ablhty, should receive their confi-
dence;

To pamculzmze. A candidate for a seat
at.the highest educational tribunal of the
country should ppssess moral worth. On.
this-topic there must.: be no comment. We
are, wertrust, arriving at that.period: in -the
history-of our -country, when" every. candi-
date for'office, whether -political - or” other-
wise, ‘must possess:this.“badge of Honor.”™

2nd. Practical knowledge. We do not
want mere theorizers at the Cotncil Board.

 This is aipractical - age.—Everything we
-know must, if possible, be turned to- some -

practical account. In the great work of
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education this is particularly the case.
There has been a tendency on the part of
the Council, heretofore, to ride hobbies,and
sometimes to experiment at the expense of
what was useful, in order that the pet
theory of some phllosophical literateur might
be tried. ‘'We hope under the new REGIME
there will be nothing of this done. The
principles by which the work of our Public
Schools should be carried out, aré not so
indeterminate nor so difficult of demonstra-
tion, as to make the work of education
merely speculative. Nor is the time at
the disposal of young people so valueless as
to justify us in frittering it away, by any
vain .and useless experimenting. 'We must,
therefore, find men with & full knowledge of
the practical working of our Public School
system—men who have themselves learned
the lessons which experience only can teach,
and who, by careful observation have found
" out for themselves the difficulties associated
with the educational work of the country.
Such only as have tested theories by actual
experience, sfiould be permitted to legislate
for the Public Schools of Ontario at
the present crisis. !

. 3rd. Judgment. The term  common
sense”—one of the most expressive terms

°

\in our language, is what we mean to apply
here. Some men scem to possess strong
intuitions of what is right and expedient.
The mind, as"if at a glance, grasps the whole
situation; and right or wrong conclusions
are drawn according to the strength of
mind and clearness of thought brought to
bear upon the subject under consideration.
Det teachers see to it, that the man of théir
choice is\not deficient in this qualification,
We hope in our next issue, to be able to lay
before our readers the names of some gro-
bable candidates for the three elective seats
in the Council. We do not propose to
make our Fourna/ an eclectioneering
medium for any candidate. We may have
our own preferences, but these we trust will.
be based on public, not personal grounds.
And while, acting in this as. we have
hitherto endeavored to do in all matters ofa .
similar kind, solely in the interests of edu-
cation, we gladly invite teachers, inspectors
‘and others, fo use the columns' of the
TEACHER to give publicity 1o the claims of
any person whom they ‘may think enfitled
in point of qualification and fitness,.to the
sufirages of either of the electoral bodles
named.

AMENDMENTS IN THE SCHOOL ACT.

‘We propose giving a brief summary of
the amendments- made to the School Act
at-the recent session of the Local Legisla-
ture. We have already reférred to the
change made in ‘the constitution of the
Council of Public Instruction.

lege of electing representatives to the
Council they have declared that, ;

" ¢ No person shall be eligible to be-elec-
ted, or to -continue a member of said

To what
has been already said we have onlyto add:
that, ‘while granting ‘to Public and High-
School Teachers and Inspectors the privi-

Council, who, at the time of such. election,
or during the period:for which he is elected
a mémber of said Council; is actually em-
ployed as.an Inspector; a Master; or Teach-
er, under the Public, Separate or High
School Acts-”

We do not see any necessity for ﬂns
distinction, The grounds upon. which it
it was.made were, that the teacher elected:
to.the Council was there the superior officer:

| of the Inspector under whom he served,

and as:such-might exercise. undue -control: .
over the actions of the party. whose-orderhe
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might not be .disposed to carry out..

Furthermore, personal -pique towards an
officer, who, in the discharge -6f his ‘duties
might ha.ve .given offence; would. place that
officer to a certain extent in his power, and
thus weaken histinfluence. ‘The grounds,
in theory are no doubt tenable; and, while
regretting that those more immediately
connected with.our Public Schools-are by
this provision prevented froin giving that
practical character to the Council, which
the representative element was intended to
impart, we aceept the situation; on the
whole, with, considerable pleasure ; it is.a
great step towards the imprcvement of our
Public and High Schools. The time fixed
for elections to the Counmcil is the- third
Tuesday in August ; the niode of election
by ballots.sent from the Educational De-
partment to each qualified teacher -and
Inspector in. the Province: Lists of teachets
entitled to- vote to ‘be. prepared by the
various Inspectors. Ilected meémbers are
to continue in office’ - tvo years, savé
those first elected by ‘Inspectors and High

School Masters, whose term of office shall

be for one year. in the first election, but
subsequently for two yeats. A Report. of
the proceedings of the Council to be pub.
lished in the Journal of Education. The
members elected by the University Colleges
shall have no jurisdiction in matters -affec-
ting Public- Schools.

The clause providing for the establish-
ment of Preparatory Schools has been
retained in the Bill, but as the means for
paying expenses of tuition, &c., cannot be

raised by local taxation, except by consent

of the Municipal Council, it is very doubt-
ful whether this provision of the Act will be
of any service. We stated: in our review
of the-School Bill when brought down, that
‘we considered such a provision anomaldus
and unnecessary,*and. wé- believe so- still.
-Qur present educational machinery is quite

sufficient to:provide a good substantidl train- |

.ing to every person, and if there is only.a

prover division of labor made between our
Public and High Schools, there can, beno
necessity for any intermediate departments,
preparatory or otherwise.

Alterations to be made in the boundzmes
of rural school sections, must be made not
later than the First day of 1 \/Ia,y in cach
year.

Two or more Schools may be esinbhshed
in one Section.

Non-residents must be admitted to the
school, if nearer to their p]ace of residence:
than the one situated in their own sectlon,
but trustees may charge a rate-bill not ex-
ceeding fifty cents per month.

Trustees must make a return to the
Inspector of all the children in the, secnon,
between the age of seyen and twelve years,
who failed to attend school ‘at least fous
months in the year, (unless privately educ:r.-
ted), and to notify parents or guqrdmns (3
the ‘'w ‘is not comphed with, after die
notice being given, then Trustees 1my levy
a rate-bill pot exceedmg one dollar .per
month on every such child not attendmg,
school or.make complaint before a magls~
trate.

.Teachers may supemnnuate after’ reach—
ing sixty years.of age, though not phy smaiiy
 disqualified for teaching. -

Teachers must keep ageneral as w ell as
a class Regxster, in which they ate to fe-
cord the admnssxon, promohon, removal or
otherwise of the pupils in their school;
such registers to be provided by -the trus-
tees.

All claims by teachers for sa]anes must.
be presented withip three months after they:
‘are due and payable by the trustees.

“No Inspector of Schools hereafter ap-
pointed shall, during his tenure of office,.
;engage in or hold any. other empioyment,.
;office or' calling that would. "\ter'fere witly
the:full discharge.of his. dutles a3 Inspector'
:a8 required by law.”- )

Inspectors- hereafter wﬂl not. be requmed ,

torlecture in gvery. :School Section, but: ¢ To
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delivér from time to time, under regilations
to'be prescribed,a public lecturce or lectures
in his county or division, on some subject
connected with the objects, principles and
‘means of practical education.”

Nor can Inspectors hereafter be dismissed
Dy County Councils at pleasure. The new
Act provides as follows :—“ Any county,
<ity, or town Inspector shall be subject to
dismissal by a majority of the members of
the couricil or boatrd appomtmg him, ln
<iise of misconduct or inefficiency, or by a
vote of two-thirds of such council or board
without such cause.”

An Inspector is also empowered to swear
wmfesses when he may think it necessary.

“Every teacher of a Public School shail be
-ﬁntxtfed to salary for the authorized holidays
occumng during the period of his engage-
ment with the trustées, and also for the
vacanons which follow immediately on the
Cxplranon of the school term during which
hehas sérved, or of the term of his agree-
ment with such trustees; and in case of
sxckness, certified by a med: .al man, he
shall be entitled to his salary during such
s:ckness for a period not exceeding at the
raté of four weeks for the entir. year ; which
period may be increased at the pleasure of

thé trustees.”

Specml certificates may be given to quali-
fied puplls, for one year to act as monitors.

The Council of Public Inswruction may

grant hereafter second, as well as first-class
Provincial’ Certificates.

There shall only be one exammatlon in
each, year, of candidates for certificates of
qualificatton to teach a Public School, said
examination to be held in the month of
July, '

Prize and library books may be purchas-
ed of any booksellér as well as at the De-
pository. The same allowance of one
huridred per cent. will only be granted for
such bopks as are approved of by the
Council of Public Iiistruction, and on such
prices as'the same ‘books could be purchas-
ed from the Depository.

Tenaits are to be qualified voters in
school. elections. .

These are in brief the most im-
portant changes in the school law.
We trust now that it is thoroughly revised
and consolidated, it will remain untouched
for somé time to come. It is, on the whole,
in a most satisfactory condition, and -unless
the. Council of Public Insfruction will
attach t0 it too many cumbrous and vexa:
tious deétails, we believe it will work very
satisfactorily. The regulations of the Coun-
cil have, in many cases, been far more
distasteful to the public than the enactments
of the Statute, and it ofily remains with them
to fill up, by wise and well considered
detail, a school act, which we are confident
will impart a fresh stimulus to the educa-
tional institutions of the Province.

MY METHOD OF TEACHING SPELLING.

BY RICHARD LEWIS, TORONTO.

Eveiy: teacher has his .specialty, and. a
successful ‘method of teaching some subject.
If each teacher who reads your very im-
portant menthly would supply you ‘with a
brief view of his best methods, I am dispos-
ed'to believe it'would be of great service
to his fellow laborers ; and with this object

I submit my experience in dictation exer-
cises ¢ «d spelling. I regard transcription
:as the first exercise to be practiced by the
very lowest classes. Mr. Horace Mannin
his admirable  report on European Public
Schools,states that in every Prussian school,

the youngest pupil is provided with a slate

P L S GV
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and pencil, and that he copies as well'as
he can the lessons prepared in writing on
the black-board, or prints as well as he can
the letters and words of his tablet or book.
This is the first step in spelling, and it only
ends with school studies. Oral spelling is
useful, however, until the pupil can write
with facility. But when that power is ac-
quired oral spelling is little better than a
waste of time, as we only require spelling
when we write, and its correctness depends.
on the memory of forms not of sounds, and
still less of the names of letters. Transcrip-
tionis quite as important for this end as
dictation, Transcription cultivates the mem-
oty of form. Ttis also an exceifent prepa-
ration for and auxiliaty to the practice of
composition, as it familiarizes the pupil
with the structure of sentences.
Zranscription. Every night a transcrip-
tion 1s given to those classes which most
need it. This exercise may be taken from
any of the reading books,and should not ex-
eeed half a page. I do not, however,
hesitate to add, that nothwithstanding
much of the sentimentalism uttexed'against
all punishment, and especially against mak-
ing study a punishment; I make transcrip-
tion an ally of order and diligence. Hence
instead of corporeal punishment for breach
ofscheol rulesor neglected lessons,my invari-
able punishment is txansg:riptipn, varying

from half a page to two pages of a reading

lesson. My pupils do not like the penalty ;
indeed, I have the best reason for believing

that they would prefer the old-fashioned,but |
bratal whipping to this exercise—especially |

the lazy fellows ; but I can assure'you, Mr.

Editor, that the punishment does not create

a dislike for literary composition, nor even
transcription asa regular school exercise.
Tinsist upon the exercise being -correct in
spelling, capitals and punctuation;” It'is
1ot necessary that the teacher should exawm-

ine every exercise carefully—the possibility
of detection and the certainty og further
extended punishment in the case of errors,
secure very good correctness. I therefore
glance at all, and endeavor to find an error-
or two just to show that I examined it. It
is, however, of the first imporfance that
transcription should be correct, and when a
class,is engaged in the exercise they may:
change slates, and under the direction of
one of the class,examine each other’s work.
Dictation exercises are conducted 1o, this
manner. A pupil is selected to read to the:
whole cIaAss. He reads a few words slowly
twice, so as to give ample time for, writing.
No questxons are to be asked or.answered;e.
very 1mportant rule for order. When the
exercise is_finished the pupils change slgtes;
and the reader spells all the hard; words,.
while the pupils examine the slates,- Eyery:
wrong spelt word is marked by a cross under.
it ; and when finished the errors are count:
ed and the number written in a Jarge figurer
overthe writing,so that it cannot be alteted;..
Every slate is then retumed to its owner
who is expected to write in ﬁil],not changed,

and commit it to memory at once Zhe
teacher may finish- the businuss by caih.ng
for any slate in the class and emmmmg
its owner.

This is my method, and I assurg yout:
readers it is eminently successful It gives

. quiet employment to the class for a full half

hour; it is a mental.and physmal disciplirie,.
and it improves spelling, just in those words.
of whose forms the pupils are ignorant.

I beg to add, that { find all these jnethods

SO <ansfactory and so fully answenng the
end in view, that I never give one exer-
cise, much less “task,” in spelling at home:
on the old method, and I may, T trust with:
due modesty, say, that my school has quite:
a leading reputation for good spelling.’

-
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KEEPING ACCOUNTS.

BY AN INSPECTOR.

God, in his dealings with men, it is infer-
wed from the teaching of the Bible, keeps a
strict account, both debi# and credit, wherein
each one is charged with biessings and
opportunities to do good, and credited
with right intentions in character and con-
duct. The matter of utmost importance
in human affairs is, that every man’s life
may besuch as to insure a satisfactory ac-
-oount at the last, for * each one must give
an account of himself to God.” If this then
be accepted as correct, and if the aim of
education is to fit the young for the highest
degree of success in life, is it not essential
that this principle be recognized in our
mmethods of public instruction? Is it too
much 10 expect that every teacher of
youth shall adopt some plan by which his
pupils shall be impressed with the truth,and
be held to account for the manner in which
they improve the privileges they enjoy of
becoming wiser and better ?

Every teacher of a successful school
finds it necessary to employ some method
©f expressing his approbation of the efforts
of meritorious pupils, and his want of appro-
val in the case of those who do not strive
for improvement. This renders some kind
of an account with each pupil necessary,
not only to secure a fair degree of efficiency
in' the scliool, but especiaily upon the high-
cr ground above referred to, of early impres-
sing each one with the great lesson of
individual responsibility. * Now, are not
these very important objests to be attained?
And are they not of sufficient importance
to justify the employment of a limited por-
tion of the teacher’s attention during the
daily hours for teaching? And yet, will
it be believed, that fully half of the teachers
ander my supervision fail to adopt a method

of so great utility, either on the ground that
it consumes too much time, or from sheer
negligence ? I presume other Inspectors
could give a similar experience.

" If marking the attendance, deportment,
and recitations of pupils, requires some time
each day, so does the teaching of history or
geography; und yet no teacher objects that
the time to be devoted to these subjects is
too long, or that it is time wasted.» But I
contend that either of these subjects may
be better spared from the course of study,
than a reasonably thorough method of re-
cording the standing of pupils.

Of course it is not nccessary to omit any
subject in order to find a few minutes requis
ed each day in marking the standing. An
ordinarily expert teacher will jot down the
few figures necessary at the close of a reci-
tation before the pupils are well to their
seats, /ithout consuming any appreciable
time from other school duties. But suppose
it would absorb half an hour each day to
perform this task, who can say that it is not
of sufficient importance to warrantit? Is
the formation of character in the ydung a
mattér of little consequence? And what
part of instruction in school bears so direct-
ly upon the habits and conduct of pupils as
this ? We infer then,that every programme
should embrace this as one of the most im-
portant of the teacher’s duties, and that a
reasonable time each day cannot be better
spent than in attending to it. The system
of reports to parents is, of course, but a fur-
ther application of the same principle, and'
a necessary adjunct to the former part.
When well carried oulit is to a great extent
successful in securing the earnest co-opera-
tion of the parent—an object of the very

‘greatest consequence.
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The entire subject is earnestly commend-
ed to the attention of teachers, with the
hope that some method of ° * keeping
accounts” with pupils may be adopted in
every school. Not that every portion of
‘school routine should 'be tested by the
application of dry statistics, but that the
general principle of personal responsibility
be impressed upon every pupil,and be exact-
ed by every teacher. Due allowance must
of course be made for temperament and
ability. The same rigid rule will not ap-

ply in e‘very case. Effort and lintention
must always be taken into account, and
upon these the teacher’s judgment must be
‘formed. But apart from these considera-
tions, there must be no departure from
inflexible impartiality. The pupil who en-
joys the teacher’s favor must have earned it,
Any inclination to favor unduly th's trustee’s
daughter, or that gentleman’s son, will des-
troy public confidence, and make the
teacher’s book-keeping a jest and a re-
proach,

GLIMPSES OF PARIS AND VERSAILLES.

BY JOHN CAMERON, LONDON, ONTARIO,

We enter France by way of Dieppe, from
vhence we push on to Paris. The French
ate an exceedingly affable and polite people,
whether as hotel-keepers, cab-drivers, port-
ers, policemen, railway conductors, or
customs examiners. This is a decidedly
attractive trait of character, and one which
can wonderfully smooth down the jolts of
life, Itis pleasanter to be refused by a
polite man than obliged in a surly manner.
It is but fair to say here, that there are
kind-hearted people'in plenty all over the
world. My own experience in mixing
with people of various nationalities was in-
variably this : that where I brought polite-
ness, Ireceived politeness in return. Is it
not just possible, that in those cases in
which we complain that people are impolite,
and stiff, and so forth, that a portion, at
least, of the fault lies with ourselves ?

But here we are in the beautiful city of
Paris—and a beautiful city it trulyis! Its
streets are wide, scrupulously clean, and
lined with rows of carefully trimmed trees.
Its wide avenues are sure to include in
their prospect some handsome arch of
triumph or commeinorative statue. Its
magnificent rows of buildings are white and

¥

clean—very unlike those of London, black-
ened by smoke and fog. There are numer-
ous parks, where handsome carriages dash
along; where the pleasure-ioving people
saunter. ; where the bands play ; where thie
chtldren romp ; and where whxte—ca.pped
dames sit under the trees ‘at their sewing.
Along the sidewalks,in front of the cafes,too]
will be seen groups, sitting around little
white tables, sipping and chatting.’

Instead ofattempting the task of descnb;
ing the notable churches and buildings of
Paris, let me with your leave conduct you
to Versailles, about fourteen miles from the
city. Versailles was originally a wild huiit-
ing forest,where the boar and stag furnished
sport for royal lovers of the chase. Part of
it was almost 2 quagmire. Louis the XIV.,

‘however, about two hundred years ago,

made up his mind to have it transformed
into a royal residence and park. The mag-
nificent pile of palace buildings took eleven
years to build. Engineering skill and.taste
were brought into play to-drain the ‘mordss,

.and to furnish water' for the fountains.

Some: .£40,000;0060 stetling were expended.

“The result was the erection of the most

magnificent place of the kind ever construg-
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ted before or since. Here Louis the Four-
teenth, surrounded by wii and: beauty, held
his gay and voluptuous coust while his hey-
dey of prospetity lasted, Ultimately, Louis
Philippe converted the Palaces of Versailles
into their present character of a great
national gallery for works of art illustrative
of the.military glory of France,' Exterior
and intérior are ornamented with every
tasteful architectural device, while the walls
and vacant spaces are crowded with paint-
-ings and statuary. The paintings are war
scenes chiefly—and lovely women. The
military subjects predominate also in the
matchless collection of the Louvre in Paris.
Such paintings are calculated to stimulate
and perpetuate that diseased military vanity
which has caused poor France many a will-
o’-the-wisp chase, and which, 1n 1870, led
the country into the quagmire of defeat and
ruin. But how shall I describe the Ver-
sailles garden, with its hundreds of playing

fountains ; its velvety lawns-and plots of |

flowers ; 4ts choice statuary; its orangery,
with more than a thousand orange trees -in
full bloom ; its winding rural walks through
.cool woodland glades (amid the stillness
of -the forest primeval), wabroken save now
and then by the gentle soughing of the wind
among the trees ? The gardens include a
.river and a lake, with a miniature Swiss
village on its bank ; and on an island inthe
centre a pretty temple known as the temple
of love. The circumference of the park is
. pearly fifty. miles. If the visitor to Paris

has to miss everythmg else, let lum see Ver-

sailles,. . : . ,~.. .
1Let us now take our seats once more on

the upper story .of one. of :those open, .two-

-storied. cars; and ride back to, Paris, on our

way-obtaining a good passing' view of the
suburban fortifications of the; city. A $ad
sight .in Paris is the destruction on the
Tuilleries and Palais Royale wrought by
the Frenzied Communists—statues.thrown
down, and magnificent buildings- half de-
molished, and all blackened and charred.
The French have not as- yet proved them-
selves capable of self-government ; and such
senseless acts as those committed by the
Commune hold out little hope of easly bet-
terment. Let us hope that the lessons of
the recent war may not be lost on the
vanquished, and that happily the conflict
may thius fulfil the office of wholesome if
unpalatable medicine. The people give
few evidences, however, of any subjugation
of the volatile and pleasure-loving |, spirit.
On Sundays, especially, do they give them-
selves full rein. A continental Sunday is-a
sad mixture. The people, .especially the
women, go faithfully to their early and later
masses in' the gorgeous Catholic churches,
where their splendid. organs. and choeirs
make the vaulted xoofs ring- with harmony,
and where French. taste covers the ltats
with flowers. The rest of theday is devot-
ed to.boating, listening to.the bands, horse-
racing,dog fights, theatncals, and every -form
of amusement.

———l T ) LI,

COMMON SENSE IN THE SCHOOL-HOUSE.

BY REV, E. SHEPPARD, MAPLETON, ONT.

Itis not the intention of the writer to
treat :upon . this subject as a branch of
metaphysical ‘study; as elaborated in the
opposing theories of Berkley, Reid and
Hume; but, simply, to offer a few sugges-
tions upon the advantages of mingling a

-

little common sense with the usual routine
of scholastic training.. For while /it is true
that we cannot intuitively. perceive or ac-
quire the. truths of either physical or
metaphysmal philosophy by the.exercise of
€ommon sense, yet we can, by its .exercise,

YA i
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most successfully correct mistaken notions
and ridiculous applications.of ‘mere-theore-
tical andabstract learning: Common sense
enables us tojudgé and act where the ex-
perience of common life can be applied, but
no further. To exercise: it thus: faris, how-
ever, of the q:most 1mportance to. every
one.

When a young man has comp‘tted his
education and goes forth; into the inidst of
the realities of life, to exercise his calhng,or
fulfil the duties of his profession, he (will
find innumerable cases in which he cannet
be guided by technical rules alone, but
must use; also, a measure of judgment arnd
tact to adopt orvary the rules of art to the
peculiarity or emergency of the case he may
have in hand.  Qr,setting:aside success;it is
necessary in order to save ourselves from
ridicule,to see that an application of learning!
is notin-opposition to the plain perception
of common. sense: This has long since
been strikingly illustrated in the vanity of
the sophistical youth, just fresh from college
anxious to display his Jogical attainments,
proved to his father that .a JAirse chestuut is
a chestnut fiorse, but who received: & good
lesson in common sense by his father giving
hima saddle.and bridle and a Aorse chestrnut,
that he might enjoy a ride as a reward for
his proficiency !

During many years experience as a mem-

ber of the Board of Public Instruction and .

as superintendent of schools, the writer has
had abundant reason to notice and lament
the great lack of good sense, in the candi-
dates for certificates, and in the téachers
engaged in teaching school. Many who
could furnish good answers in the “regular
routine work of the different branches,
would write the most- absolute nonsense in
answér to .questions which required the
exercise of judgment and the- dictates of
common experience. The writer remem-
bers some cases:that were so very silly that
they may probably-be attributed merely"to
nervousuess: or absence of: mind: - :

ap Ao

.man may be a learnéd simpleton.

Let two illustrations suffice.— Printed
question, * What relation was+ Abrdhamitd
-Jacob?” Answer; bythe erndite eandidate,
"¢ His grandmother " - Question ‘in 'igram-
mar, “ What i§ plural of woe?” Answer,
(probably by-some: learned old bacheldr),
“Women?". In 'the cdurse of ohe éxiniina-
tion a <eries of instances neirly as dbsufd,
and which were undoubtedly attributable-to
bad mental training, presented themseives io
the annoyance of the examiners. And'then
in the school-house the teaclier wiight be
seen hobbling on the crutches of definitions,
rules and keys, or strutting on- the stilt§rof
‘scholastic idealism, instead of moving’ on-
ward in the exercise of good practical* judg-
ment and common sense. -Of cdurse, when
there are these deficiencies in the instructor,
the pupxls must lack a very u*nport:‘u’xtx -ele-
‘ment in their education, an -element t60,

‘which is §6 véry’ apt to be -overlooked

and neglected in after life, that an educated
The
reader must have met with--many such in .
all the different vocations of life.- . °

The educated farmer who prides himself
upon his knowledge of agricultural ‘chemis-
try and vegetable philosophy, who can-‘talk
by the hour, most philosophically, upon the
.organic and inorganic elements of soils, the
proper rotation of crops, and the utility of
artificial manures to- supply the needed
.constituents of plants to the soil which nour-
ishes them, and yet allow his vulgar,
common place dung heaps to accumulate,
year after year,at his stable doors, under the
.dropping of the eaves and the flowibg of
ispouts, the water carrying away theé vegé-
‘table substance of the' manuré into “the
stagnant-ditches of lis bari-- yard}-had
better with all his getting,—geta- sxm‘l por-
tion of common sense.

The eloguent barrister who dehvcred his
rcarrefully prepared: speech,  repléte “with
‘actte discriminations and learned criticisms,
based upon the ltems of hlS bnef but entn-e-

S R T
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case had been given, and who said in}

answer to the judge’s objection to the pro-
ceeding,—*It is my speech and I must
give it,” would have been profited by a
vade-me-cum of common sense.

The preacher who delights in such mysti-
cal delarations as that, “Faith revolves ona

celestial swivel,” had better allow common
sense to prevail and quote Paul’s language,

“ Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God.” _

Where common sense simply says,—*Tt is
sunrise,” strutting pedantry exclaims : “The
revolution of the earth has brought the line
of the light of the incandescent hydrogen of
the sun, tangent to the arc of the terrestrial
circle where we are located.” Of course,
technical terms must be nsed in teaching
philosophy ; and the study of Greek, Latin
and Hebrew, is of the utmostimportance to
the Bible student; but while habitual
references to the “original” and the frequent
use of technicalities and definitions in
public discourses and private conve.sation,
may display the speaker as a man of un
common acquirements, they will certainly
expose his want of common sense.

To remedy, as faras possible, the great
deficiency we are illustrating, the teacher of
the young should be thoroughly practical
and sensible, both in precept and example,

Everything should be called by its common

name. The general nature and bearing of
all that is thought should be constantly kept
before the pupil, that the end in view may
not be lost sight of, in a cloud of details, or
by a thick mist of logomachys.

The exercises in each branch should be
so varied that the scholar must think for
himself, in order to apply the rules he has
learned. The exercises, too, should, when-
ever it is compatible, be of the common-
place character, connected with the wants
and experiences of common life. All
readings and recitations should be ina
natural voice. All lessons should be learn-
ed by mind not “by keart.” Memory must
not supersede judgment and discernment,
The learner should know that education is
for the man and not man for the education ;
*hot success in life depends not alone on

' ti:e amount of knowledge obtained, but in

t!. e amount of wisdom used 1 its applica-
tion.

THE NECESSITY FOR SPECIAL PREPARATION FOR THE WORK OF
TEACHING.

BY AN INSPECTOR.

The necessity for special preparation for
thé¢ wor': of teaching is a subject that at
the present time demaunds carsful and
serious consideration. From the reports of
the County Inspectors, we learn thata large
number of our Public Schools are taught by
persons who have but little real knowledge
of the work required, or of the manner of
doing 1t. A large number af young people
are continually entering the profession, and
taking upon themselves the responsible
position of teacher, without scarcely giving

a passing thought-—much less serious con-
sideration, to the necessity for this special
preparation,” and consequently know but
little of methods of teaching, school organi-
zation, government or classification. And
while our schools, especially in rural sec
tion,.are coming under the charge of teach-
ers who hold only low grades of certificates,
the increased expenditure in connection
with providing “adequate school accommo-
dation,” has roused public opinfon to consi- |
der more carefully the whole subject of'
\
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education, and to demand a satisfactory
return for the money expended. This, it-
self, is significant, for the more deeply the
people at large become interested in the
cause of popular education, the greater will
be the- demand_for thoroughly competent
teachers. This demand is rapidly increas-
ing, but the supply is wholly inadequate.
With a view therefore, to direct attention to
the importance of this part of the work, I
would respectfully address the following
considerations to the junior members of the
profession, and to those who are preparing
to enter it.

The idea was once prevalent and still
exists to a limited extent, that anybody can
teach school. That a person should re-
ceive a special or professional training for
the work of teaching, was considered by the
majority of people as unnecessary, and by
many as positively injurious. However, a
great change has taken place in public opin-
ion on this point, and the future, of the
profession looks more promising. If teach-
es are true to themselves and their profes-
ston, they will soon attain that position and
exert that influence in the community which
the importance of their work demands. The
recent changes in the school law requiring

reater uniformity of examination, a higher
standard of qualification,and the importance
attached to the subject of education itself
in the examinations, tend to elevate the
profession, and open up to teachers a wider
sphere of usefulness.

I have referred to teaching as a profes-
sion, but I sometimes doubt the propriety
of doing so, for in no other calling are there
so many and so frequent changes. It seems
to be a kind of common grouad, or step-
ping stone to some of the other professions,
open to all who may choose to enter, and
not susceptible of having professional lines
drawn. True itis, however, that it is not
ofteh a permanent one, for as soon as the
teacher finds a more lucrative business, he
atonce entersit, and should this not meet

his reasonable expectations, falls back on
teaching until something better presents
itself. Again, teachers themselves do not
look wupon it as permanent, and
therefore do not take that interest in it they
otherwise would,did they feel that it was to
be their calling for lite. This may be partly
accounted for by the opinion held by many
that no special preparation is necessary in
order to teach school, and trustees too fre-
quently look for teachers to take charge of
their schools who will engage at low salaries,
a legal certificate to entitle them to the
Legislative and Municipal Grants, anda low
salary, being the grand qualifications
required of those to whom they consign the
education of their children. The want of
suitable teachers’ residences may be assigned
as an additional reason for this continual
change. This is a matter of very grave im-
portance to the welfare of our Public
Schools, for no sooner does a young man
contemplate settling down for life, than he
looks around for some employment that will
enable him to live comfortably, and also be
without the necessity of frequently remov-
ing from place to place. This want very
often drives young men who are efficient
teachers, and would add lustre to the pro-
fession, into other walks of life to find em--
ployment.

So long, therefore, as teachers ueglect
special preparation for their work, so long
will there be a want of united effort among
them, and a want of appreciation of their
position in the community. This tends to
lower the standing of ‘the profession in the
estimation of the public, and conseguently
the remuneration attached to it. And so
long as public opinion faits to recogmze the
necessity for this special preparanon, and
trustees fail to provide suitable residences
for teachers, so long will we have the
evils arising from frequent changes of
teachers, and the employment of those that .
are incompetent. Again, if teachers wish
to succeed in the true sense of the word,
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and accomplish the purposes for which our
Public Schools were established, special
preparation is absolutely necessary. For no
tdan can successfully do a piece of work un-
less he has a defivite idea of what is requir-
ed. He must also know something of cie
nature of the materiai to be ‘worked, of the
tools to be used,and of the manner of using
them, else he will fail to accomplish his
purpose. I therefore conclude if teaching
is ever to be made a permaneat and
lucrative profession, and teachers are to he
successful in it, and meet the reasonable
demands of the pubiic, that special prepara-
tion for the proper discharge of their duties
is essentially necessary. .

It is not my intention, however, to limit
myself to this view of the question, but
rather to examine it more fullyin connection
with the work done. This leads to the
considevation of the true object or aim of
education, that which is to be educated, the
instrumentalities to be uscd,and the manner
of using them. A new’ and inviting field
is thus opened to our view, but we will have

.to content outselves with only entering and
gleaning a little.

The ‘primary meaning of education is “to
bridg: \up," “to train,” *“‘to nurture,” and
“ comprises all that series of instruction and
discipline which is intended to enlighten
the understanding, correct the temper, and
form thie manner and habits ¢f youth, and
fit them for usefulness in their future sta-
tions in life.” “In'its widest sense then it
may be defined to be the whole of life, or
the science of living well, for the processes
of education are carried on from the cradle
to the grave,and are co-extensive with man’s
existence in this world. It comprehends
intellectual culture, or the training and dis-
ciplining the various powers of th¢ mind, to
think closely, accurately, methodically, and
continuously ; physical training, or the har-
monicus developement of all the organs os
the body—and preservation of the health;
moral education (including religious}), or our

'duty to ourselves, our neighbor, ard our

Creator, and eesthitic éducation,or the culti:
vation of a love for the true, the berutifel
and good, in nature and art, or in other
words, the cultivation of taste.

An American writer has very truthfully
said, ¢ that the real object of ¢ducation is
to give resources'that will endure as long as
life endures, habits that will ameliorate, not
destroy, occupations that will render sick:
ness tolewwble, solitude pleasant, age vener-
able, life more dignified and useful, and
Jeath less terrible.” Our object, however,
is to speak more particularly of the edica-
tion of the school-room, and this may be
defined to be “every preparation made in
youtiir for the sequel or after part of life,and.
comprises the formation of chaiacter through
the cultivation of the body, the icind angd-
the moral nature.”—It is = very comimonly
received oninion that the leaning toread,.
write and cipher, u1 i1 other words .the
acquisition of knowledge is the great-aim of
education. " This appesrs to me'to be a
secondary consideratica; although it is so.
closely connected with mental training, that
it is imypossible to discipline the mind; wit'
out imparting knowledge, yet the develope-
ment and growth of the mind is the great
object to be attainea. If the amount of
knowledge received n the -school-room
were all that we were to have, our supply
would be limited indeed. But on the other

hand the careful training of the mind and

must necessarily be of paramount impor-.
tance. Some writer observs, “that know-
ledge is the accumulation of facts and prin-
ciples; wisdom,the ability to use them. An
instructed manis a man of kirowledge ; an
educated man a man of wisdom.” -

Man is the creature to be educated, and
we may very appropriately ask,what is - man?
The Psalmist tells us that he was madea
little lower than the angels, and crowned
with glory and honor, and that all, things
are put under his feet, Sh:3:espcare makes
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Hamlet says, *“ What a piece of .work is
man! How noble in reason! How infi-
nite in faculties! In form and moving,how
express and admirable! Inaction how like
an angel! In apprehension how..like'a
Gad !’ Another writer says, “ We find
ian compounded of the strangest extremes;
mortality and immortality ; life and death ;
soaring loftiness and humbling littleness,—
an ally at once of earth and heaven.”
Man consists of a natural frame,—the
! body, and of intellectual and moral faculties
 _the mind. Let us go to the anawomist
and he will explain to us that wonderful
piece: of mechenism—the human body. He
will show us the skill and contrivance mani-
fested inits structure. How every part.is
fashioned for a particular purpose, and how.
admirably- that purpose is served ; ask him
tg.explain the structure and functions.of
the eyé, and he will. show you how .the
various lehses are arranged, how the light
is admitted in proper quantities, how exter-
nal objects,are reflected on the mirror with-
in, and how all these are connected by the
optic nerve. with the brain, and the sensa-
tion of seeing is-produced. Ask him zbout
the hands znd he will explain to you what a
combination of bope and muscle.and nerve
and siney arg here manifested, what a
variety of motion, what a.dclicacy-of touch
are gwen it, and how admirably it is fitted
for man's use.  And looking. at every part
of the ¢ humzm form divine” we are led
to say, with the Psaliist, that man is fear-
fully and wonderfully made. ,

Go to the student of mental philosophy,
and he will tell you that an intellectual
structure- still more wonderful, is situated
within the body,guiding its actions and con-
trolling its poweras with an unseen hand.
He will also tell you that it is. from.this.as a
fountdin that all the achievements of science,
the beauties of literature, the brilliant con-
ceptions of genius, and. all those mental
qualities whic™ vharm and delight mankind,
fow, Themind conceives the idea of train-

P A Y W
ing the lightding .tn-do its hidding, and
making it the s..vant of man; thé hand
fashions an instrument, and. messages are.
conveyed across continents, and under
oceans, with the rapidity ofthought,.so that.
we can hold converse with friends 4t a dis-
tance almost as easily as if they were at our
side. ‘The mind contemplates the wonder-
ful works of the Creator,in the heavens, and
the hand forms the telescope, -and we learn
more of the inconceivable grandeur of
the universe, and of the wisdom of Him.
who created all thmgs The mind sees the
hldden -power of steam, and the hand con-
s_tructsAtAhe_ steam-engine; and great commer-,
cial centres are bound together with an:
iron band, and oceans are crossed without
the 2id of wind or tide. The light of day is.
turned , into a living pencil, and artists
pictures are drawn with it. Natural; laws.
are laid-hold of and compelled to furnish
comforts and luxuries. But why dwelllopgz-
er on the wonderful powers of man’s intel-
lect.

We look at him once mnze.and behold &
still hizher ard nobler part in his truly
wonderful structure. It is that which gov-
erns bis actions to himself, to his neighbor,.
and to.his Creator, and renders him-more
God-like. Need I saythat I now refer to.
his moral nature, the same from wheace
spring his motives and the principles upon.
which his actions depend. No matter how
high he may be intellectually or physically,.
if his moral nature be debased he is low in-
deed. To what depths of degradation and
infamy can.a man descend when his moral
nature is debased and ceases to govern him
aright ! It is 2 melancholy sight to sze one
gifted with superior mental powers, degrad-
ing:and debasing himself belows the brute
‘creation, in order to gratify a morbid appe-
te, yet such is the case. The education of
this part of man’s nature. is of the highest
toment, for. upon it rests the frame-work of
our social fabric ; nay, even more,his future

and eternal well-being depends greatly upon
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how this faculty is trained. - This branch of
education I fear has not received thatatten
tion in our Public Schools that its impor-
tance demands. We have to a very great
extent neglected it. The higher and nobler
attributes of man’s nature have been over
lcoked in the struggle forwealth and position

The Creator who made man with such
wonderful mental and physical powers, has
provided ample means for their develope-
ment. Along the pathway of life are strewn
a great variety of instrumentalitles with
which to educate him. A two-fold design
is manifest since nothing has been created
in vain. He who formed the eye made
objects suitable to look at. He who fash-
ioned the hand placed within reach material
for it to use. He who placed within us a
taste and a love for the beautiful has clothed
nature in a rich and varied gartb. He who
gave man his moral nature placed him in
the society of his fellow-men, and made him
a responsible being. Therefore, man as the
crowning work in nature has been eminent
ly fitted to fill his place,and all his surround
ings have been specially adapted to meet
his wants. Laborand recreation have been
provided to strengthen and develope his
mental and physical powers; rest and relaxa-
tion to restore the waste and renew the
strengthexpended consequent upon exertion.
A continued strain either upon mind or
body, destroys that buoyancy of spirit and
elasticity of motion, which are so essential
to his welfare and happiness. The world of
mind and the world of matter,are the store-
houses from whence the teacher must draw
his supply, and that supply is unlimited. In
the schooltoom, however, the teacher is
restricted to a certain extent by the capaci-
ties of those placed under his charge. The
nature of the mind to be -educated and of
the instrumentalities used, have both to- be
carefully considered. One of the most
difficult problems to be solved by man, is
the selection of a proper course of instruc-
tion for the training of the young. Only

very general limits can be given for the
guidance of teachers, and each teacher will
of necessity have to cull and select from his
store of knowledge, the particular I;oints or
facts required in each individual case,
Here then, we conceive, is where the great-
est skill of the teacher is required. e not
only requires to know thoroughly the sub-
ject matter under consideration, but also
how to present it, in such a manner as shall
at the same time, strengthen and develope
the mind, and assist the pupil in acquizing
a correct knowledge of the subject. It is
quite possible for a teacher to .explain intxi-
cate points, and clear up difficult passages
in a lesson, and yet give no real mental
training. In order to teach successfully,
the teacher must possess a profound and
philosophical knowledge of the subject
taught, an intimate acquaintance with the
nature of the mind, and a deep knowledge
of human nature. Not the generalizations
that apply to society as a whole, but of the
nature and capacity of each individual
mind that comes under his charge.

We have seen that the true aim of all
well directed education is to perfect man,
and that nature has made rich provision for
this purpose. It now remains for usto con-
sider the methods of using these instrumen-
talities. The Creator has placed in man a
desire for knowledge; this desire leads to en-
qQuiry ; prompts to action ; and this in tum
leads to acquisition. The education of man
through the acquisition of knowledge has
wisely been left to human agencies. A
man may possess a theoretical knowledge
of the nature of wood or iron and of the
tools to be used working them, but unless
he has skill in handling these tools, he can-
not turn out a finished piece of workmai-
ship. So it is with the teacher ; it is not |
enough for him to understand the nature of
the mind and be well informed in the sub-
ject taught, he must also know how to con-
duct the operation of reaching, or he will do
little towards educating his pupils.
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In conclusion we would urge upon teach-
ers the necessity for specially preparing
themselves for the work ; for whether we
Jook upon it as elevating and ennobling the
* profession, or view it in its bearing upon
man’s -Gestiny, we consider that specal pre-
paration is essentially necessary. The
student of law or medicine must pass

through a regular course of study, special-
ly pertaining to his profession, before, he is
permitted to practice it. If, them, special
preparation is necessary for these, in order
to discharge their duties properly, we think
it equally imperative on those who fill the
responsible position of teacher.

—————— it~ (DRI eemnee

MISCELLANEOUS

CONTRIBUTIONS.

SCHOOL REPORYTS—EXTk ' TS FROM AN ADDRESS BY A. DINGWALL FORDYCE, ESQ., IN-
SPECTOR DIV. NO. 2, WELLINGTON COUNTY.

Accuracy is essential to a satisfactory Re-
port; not that the greatest amount of
accuracy will, as a matter of course, make a
Report satisfactory; but that a correct
statement is always desirable even if what
is reported be in itself unsatisfactory. Tt
may not, under all circumstances, be neces-
sary or expedient to make a Report ; but if
one is made it should certainly be charac-
terized by accuracy. Completeness is also

of consequence in a report; a want of com-

pleteness may seriously affect the accuracy.
An incomplete statement goes forth, and
conclusions wholly unwarranted wete all the
facts known, are drawn from it. The very
part of a statement may be omitted either
intentionally or inadvertently, in reporting,
which would have placed the matter in
question in quite 2 different light, and what
adds very much to the mischief thus done,
in the case of verbal reports or rumors
which are wanting in completeness. and
accuracy is, that the Report is not merely a
statement, but as its very name implies, a
statement repeated or reported—thrown like
asnow ball from one to another, or rolled
dlong, and gathering all the while in bulk
il its connection with the original, can,
with difficulty be recognized. It is much
the same with written official statements
1which lack accuracy or completeness. Some

important link in the chain is omitted, de-
ductions notwithstanding are drawn, and an
altogether erroneous conclusion is reached.
Accuracy and completeness then are of the
very essence of right reporting whether the
report be oral or written, whether it bears
on individuals or on associztions. The
great importance of perfect accuracy or
truthfulness without aay material omission
must be apparent in the case of currency
being given to reports affecting the conduct
of individuals. Whether the individaal’
whose character is made free with, is in
authority or under authority, ¢ «re should be-
taken to prevent unauthenticated rumors,
passing at once into current arnd accepted
Reports. An error may exist in written
Reports, and be extended by repetition, but.
not by any means with the serious conse-
quences which too often result from the un-
guarded repetition of oral reports, whose
tendency may be to create prejudice, raise
distrust and so injure character, a meré
modicum of truth. for a basis being made to
sustain any amount of misrepresentation
arising from the wretched habit of taking
reports on trast,which ought to be subjected
to the severest scrutiny before they receive
our attestation and are helped on their mis-
chievous career by our thoughtlessness. No
ill-design may exist on the part of the indi-

b
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vidual who merely reports wbat he has been
told ; but the greatest indiscretion neverthe-
less in doing so, without allowmg time for
enquiry.

In connection with the system of Public
School instruction now in force in the Pro-
vince of Ontario,a very full system of repor-
ting has been instituted, and, if it were
carefully attended to in all particulars by
those who are officially connected with the
Schools, the public would be well acquaint-
ed so far as Reports can make them so,with
results; but thefeeling I believe,largely exists,
that the duty required is burdensome,to some
extent unnecessary, and even useless unless
all areg exact, which it is to be feared, many
are-not, . Some Reports are models of accu-
racy and completeness, and there SEEmS . No

course there are.

The Educational Department furmshes
the School Inspector, with Forms for the
Trustees’ Semi-Annual and Annual Reports.
These he transmits.to each Board of School

Trustees to be filled up and sent back to.

him, the one within ten days after the
expiry of each halfyear ; the other, not
Jater than the middle of January. He makes
up the apportionment of the School Fund
on the basis of the attendance of resident
scholars at each School, as given in such

halt-yearly returns, and as compared with |

the attendance at the other Public Schools
in this or that township; attests each

Report and lays it aside for reference if

needbe. The annual Reports are filed in
Iike manner, when the information they con-
tain, has been engrossed in full, in the Re-
port.for each of the tawnships under his
charge as Inspector. Having attested these
township Reports, they are sent to the edu-

cational Department, where they are exam-|

ined and preserved ; their contents forming

the ground work of the statistical part of the

Chief Superintendent’s annual Report to
the Governor. The latter document is
printed and circulated extensively, a copy

A R
being sent to each Board of School Trustees,
and other officials ;.and, necessarily brings
before those chiefly interested, a.mass of
information, systematically arranged, and
valuable, in a great measure in proportion
to the accuracy exhibited in the individual
reports from which the aggregate informa-
tion is compiled. The Inspector is likewise
required to prepare and subu.l to the
Chief Superintendent of Education previous
to the close of every year a full and particu-
lar Report of the condition of each School
of which he has the oversight, in’ respect of
internal and external accommodation and
state, arrangements, conveniences, and aids
to instruction ; advancement of the scholars
in the-several branches of study pursued;
extent to, which- the new programme or
course of study is followed, in. one or an-
other situation ; characteristics of -the
Teacher and of his or her mede ¢f instruc-
tion ;, rate of salary, and apparent obstacles
to sugcess of whatever nature so far as
ascertained in his semi-annual visits to the
Schools. He has_also to report from time
to. time, to the Trustees of the schools under
his charge, any existing deficiency which
they have the power and are required to te-
medy; and although not enjoined by law to
do so, it is not uncommon for County
School Inspectors to report more or less
particularly, to the County Council from
which they hold their appointment, on the
condition of the Schools of which they have
the oversight, and on the interests of educa-
tion as they may be affected by Sectional or
Municipal action,

If all the -queries in the anaual Schaal

Reports were such as bore. directly and’|

solely on Public School matters, they might
not run the same risk of being regarded asa
tax on those whose services, although im-
perative are yet gratuitous, and there might
perhaps be less carelessness then is some
times found in filling up blanks. On the
whole, however, with frequent occasion to
write for additional particulars,I have gener
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ally met readiness to supply any omissions,
on their being pointed out, frequently
accompanied by regret on account of the
neglect or oversight. Latterly, the Annual
School Reports have been almost wholly
divested of questions requiring merely ap-
proximate answers, the only ones now being
those respecting Private Schools, a point on
which there is naturally enough, some
degree of disinclination to make enquiry,
and the questions referring to the estimated
value of School House, School Furniture,
apparatus, maps and School Library in the
Public Schools. Some difficulty may occa-
sionally arise from the appointment as
School Trustees of those who understand
correctly enough receipts and payments
which pass through their hands, but lack
the ability to represent this intelligibly to
others in figures, and yet attempt to do so.
If school Auditors were always as careful as
they ought to be, in examining <uch state-
ments before attesting them, the trouble
arising from want of familiarity on the part
of such School Trustees with the right mode
of recording business transactions might be
avoided ; but this is not always the case.
Signatures appear frequently to be attached
by Auditors as a2 matter of form to the most
defective Financial Statement.

The joint responsibility of the Teacher
and Trustees, T am inclined to think, may
stand somewhat in the way of the latter’s
always taking to themselves their proper
shiire of that responsibility. Their signa-
ture to the semi-annual Report is probably
in the majority of cases, regarded as a mere
form ; yet it should not be su,unable though
they may be to guarantee with perfect cer-
tainty the accuracy of its entire contents.

The Annnal Reports are frequently, to a
great extent, and even on points outside of
his own personal knowledge, filled up by
the Teacher ; but while this is so, his own
concern in that Report and his prescribed
duty in connection with it may sometimes
be looked on with a species of indifference

2 ,

from the joint responsibiliy just alluded to;
and he may feel less hesitation than he
should in leaving his situation towards the
close of his engagement without that part
of the Report having been filled up, which
he is yet aware, no one else is capable of
doing satisfactorily. Buteven, Supposing
the blanks have been received in time and
the Teacher’s part of-the information so far
supplied, it is not by any means uncommon
to find ‘that some particulars have been
overlooked or neglected ; it may be classi-
fication of the scholars in different branches
of study, number of children attending
school for specific periods, approximation
even deemed sufficient in the latter case,and
this approximation wide of the mark.
Change of situation and the December
Examination of Teachers may sometimes
account for this want of care, but the trouble
it occasions is none the less for that reason.

In place, however, of omissions on the
teacher's part, it may sometimes happen
that his semi-annual Report of attzndance
contains what should not be found n it—
pupils for example returned as resident
scholars who are not really so; or teaching
time included which could not really be
taken into account in apportioning the
School Fund. Teachers, as well as Trus-
tees, may regard the substitution of Satur-
day for a legal teaching day as no
imposition, which, however, it really is. The
law or regulations on that head bemng what
they are, disregard of this provision can
neither be looked on as honest or honorable
when viewed in its bearings on those who
do strictly adhere to it.

A less reprehensible error on the part of
Teachers, but one which it would always
be well to guard against, is that of - neglect-
ing to specify the particular School or
Schools which they have visited during the
half-year, with the date of such visit—the
omission Ppréventing, or, at least, delaying
the allowance on account of such visits,
from the School Fund to the School which

.
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has been closed in consequence. Besides:
:this, although. the ages of all the scholars
may appear on the School Roll, it is ot al-
-ways that they are all transcribed by the
teacher on the half-yearly Report of atten-
dance, ere it is forwarded to the Inspector:
“the ages, it should be remembered, give an
ostensible guarantee that none derive bene-
fit from the School Fund, or rather secure it
-for the School, who are not legally entitled
to do so ; while a check is also furnished by
the same ineans on the numbers reported as
attending school of such and such ages.

Besides the Teacher’s duties in connec-
tion with the yearly and half-yearly Reports,
'some of which may be implied rather than
directly enjoined, and which have to be
‘performed at stated times, he may have to
Teport to the trustees and to the Chief Super-
intencent, at such times as ic required.

In dddition, however, to these prescribed
obligations, a system of reporting is occa-
sionally carried on Dby teachers, required
heither by statute nor regulations, but not
inconsistent therewith, and which, while it
brings on themselves a very considerable
amount of extra Iabor, is frequently consider-
éd to be productive of good results, proving
a stimulus to some scholars in study or in
good hehavior, or in other respects. Where
this piactice is followed, school trustees
commonly provide, at small cost a number
of blanks to be filled up by the teacher,
monthly or quarterly, from his private re-
cord, with the names of the scholars, num-
ber of marks for recitation secured during
the term ; highest number that codld be
secured, highest and lowest number obtain-
ed by any scholar ; number of demerit
marks ; degree of atteation, good conduct,
and punctuality. These reports being sent
to the parents or guardians of the scholars
concerned, are examined by them, and
countersigned and returned to the teacher.
‘A good general knowledge, it is presumed,
may thus be obtained by the parents, inde-
pendent of any visit to the school, of the

amount of exertion displayed Dby their

children in study, and of their demeanor
while under the teacher’s eye. Beingaware
what opportunity to attend school their
children have had, they may thus judge
with tolerable accuracy what the relative
value of such and such marks, in certain

:respects, may really be.

Every judicious teacher who believes in
the efficacy of this system, and pursues it,
will seek to guard against injury that might
result from it, through children of weakly
constitution being thereby led into undue
mental exertion, from a desire to keep pace
with or to excel others who have no such
drawback in their way.

In addition to the Reports thus made
by the teacher, whether obligatory ‘or
optional, he may, on the other hand, have
to receive reports, under certain circum-
stances, from those under his own cliarge,
It will be of consequence, then, that those
whom he appoints to relieve himself, for a
time, of work which he might not be able
to overtake without such help, are not only
capable of doing the work assigned to
them, but can also be trusted to report im-
partially on it to the teacher; whether the
duty be that of noting the scholars who
break rules by whispering, or in any other
way ; or, as monitors,hearing the recitations
of some of the classes. The selection of
the right scholars for such a purpose, is no
less necessary for their own sakes, than as«a
simple act of justice to the rest. This must
be evident from the inexperience of those
who are selected, the natural disinclination
of children to receive directions from or
yield obedience to those not very widely re-
moved from themselves, in respect of age
and attainments, and the common prejudice
existing against the employment of monitors,
under any circumstancés.

PRAYER IN SCHOOL, BY JOHN IRELAND,
TEACHER, PILKINGTON. ]

The universal desire of men to be cor:-

sidered good ; that prayer is a sigd of
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gooduess ; the difficulty of proving the
contrary, together with the “ recommend,”
possibly contribute to induce some*men to
depart so far from the plain advice to pray
in their shut closets, T would have a far
higher opinion of my neighbor’s goodness, if
I accidentally stumbled on him at his pray-
ers in his own room, than if I went, after a
four weeks announcement in the public
papers, to hear him “Jead off” at the dedi-
cation of a cathedral. On my own part,.1
heartily thank the Council of Public Instruc-
tion for its thoughtfulness in merely recom-
mending the rite. Had it made prayer
compulsory, I must have chosen resignation
orhypocrisy. The ‘‘recommend,” while it
greatly encourages those teachers prayer-
fully inclined, leaves free those who are
more scrupulous about business prayers.
As our necessities and emotions are not
only unlike, but do not recur precisely at
nine in the morning and four in the after-
noon, we cannot conscientiously pray at
these times. As words are supposed to
represent thoughts and emotions, if these
are wanting, prayer is formal,false and hypo-
citical. To tell 2 man what to say, and
when to say that what to God, needs only
to be mentioned tu became ridiculous.

Even our Lord’s Prayer canmot, in my

| opinion, be used at all times and by all
' persons :—“ After this manner pray ye,”

shows that it can be varied to suit condi-
tions. “ Giveus each day our daily bread”
would be absurd after we had just got it ;
itisa morning prayer. If we pray for the
bread of to-morrow, then we are ¢ taking
heed” for the things of to-morrow, against
which we are cautioned. ¢ Forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those that trespass
against us,” if we still retain. aught against

others, we are asking God to retain our sin.

T have not nsed this form of prayer in many
years, because I still had something against,
somebody.

A SUMMER SCENE AND ITS THOUGHYS—
BY TENA. ]

It was a warm morning, in early summer,
and being in no mood for an extra nap, I

bethought myself of a walk to the shore of |

our own broad lake. The sun had not yet
shown himself above the tall forest, which
bounded the landscape to the east. All
nature was silent, as if offering 2 morning
prayer to the great Creator and Preserver.
Even the air seemed impressed with the
solemnity of the scene, and as if afraid to
break the spell, it sttrred not the green
leaves as it passed.

A few minutes walk brought me to the
shore of Lake Huron.

The scene was changed. The unbroken
quiet for the murmur of the lake ; the still-
ness of the objects on land, for the coh-
tinuous motion of the waters. I reached
the beach, and it seemed as if I were trans-
ported to an entirely different place. I
stood motionless, struck with the view.
On cvery side, as faras the eye could see,
lay an unbroken waste of water-; without
even a sail to enliven the view; whilst the
continual moaning of the waves reminded
me of the moans of a person in pain. This
thought came into my mind ; is not this a
fit emblem of our natures ?° Does not the
restlessness of the waves, remind us of the
restless unsatisfied longings of our own
hearts ? Is not the one wave washing over
the other, the same in intent, a5 one
generation of men rising to notice over the
graves of the past ?

The moans of the one wave are unnotic-

_ed by its’follower, much the same as the

groans of one fman are unheeded by his
fellow-man. I returned from my walk sad-
dened in spirit, but with earnest resolve, ta.

.do-all in my power tolessen the misery-of
:mankind, and also, to try anad fulfill my

duties in 2 more earnest manner; knowing
that soon the time will come when some
other will fill my place here, but resolving

to live in the hearts of my pupils, when my

.
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body would be moulderi‘né in the cold |shall leave something behind me, to servé
grave. Resolving, also, that when I pass|as a landmark or guide, for those who may
away, I shall not be like the waves, but ) follow. '

SELECTIONS.

HOW DR.

A.queer old-fashioned house was ¢ Clo-
verbobs,” where the sensible, but somewhat
queer. Dr.. Rounder kept his school.

The doctor had a fine garden and orchard,
in which all manner of pleasant fruit were
to be found, from the early strawberries to
autumn plums and apples. From him the
. boys had full liberty to revel in these invit-

ing pastures. He considered that the fruit

was sent to be eaten, and that the boys of

.Cloverbobs were sent to eat it.

All the boys were of the same opinion ;
but Mrs. Pinnicker, the housekeeper, did
not agree with them, now and then. Many
grievous complaints did she carry to her
master of the nursing and doctoring arising
from the boys’ eating unripe fiuit, or too
much of what was ripe, and she so worried
him that he was fain to let her lock-the gate,
and give out such measure of the dainties
as she thought fit.

. For this, the big hoys resolved to be
revenged. "The theft of her spectacles, the
drowning of her cat, and various 6ther plots
werg made and abandoned, as unworthy of
gentlemen, and disgraceful to the doctors
pupils.  Nevertheless, something, it was
«ecided, must be done. Now, where there’s
.a will there’s a way, and that may be said
with a strong significance to a boy’s will.
‘What chance, then, had the housekeeper
against the wills of between thirty and forty
Doys?

.~ "Fhe apples had been gathered in with
#he plums,which were stored for preserving;
and.the whole were laid in the moét house-
keeper-like order on the floor 'of a large.
room at one end of the straggling old
house. )

- Of this room, into which the boys saw all
the good things-go, and nothing come out,
Mirs. Pinpicker kept the key—a great door
Xey, that hung.with others from her girdle.

ROUNDER BEAT HIS BUYS.

To get the key was impossible, and to get
to the apples without it equally so ; at least
so it appeared till accident showed it other-
wise.

Tt chanced that, in 2 game of hide-and-
seek, one boy, the hider, climbed the roof
of the house, and,creeping toward the applé
room end, got down an ivy-covered chim:
ney. , The chimney was very large, and he
descended rather quicker then he wished
into the chamber beneath, and fell within a
few inches of a large hole in the floor,where
the grate had once been. Lo

At first he was in a panic, but finding: he
was not hurt, he soon recovered himself
and began to look about him. It wasa
dingy place ; the window was almost.cover-
ed with ivy ; but there was enough light to
show him that the boxes of all the pupils
were kept there.

Having ascertained this, he went to the
edge of the hole, and, looking down, could
see nothing but a flat hearth-stone.

“ There’s no fire-place theré,” he thought;
but while he thought and looked a strong
whiff of apples came up, and suddenly gave
him an explanation of his whereabouts.

“ Of coirse,” he excldimed, “I am over
the fruit storeroom.” '

Piling the boxes up, he soon got out from
the chimney, and, smoothing the ivy, he

descended with all speed to tell his com- ‘

rades. -

Esultation was in every heart that night';

for, -although much had to be done to carry
out their enterprise, the first step, and most
important, had been taken; theapples were:
found to be within reach without the big
key. ST
After many a consultation in the playing
ground, measures were agreed on; and the
next day the ringleaders were down the
chimney smelling the apples and scheming

.0 B o .
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how to get at them.: It was teo far to jump'
or drop down ; but a rope—there were the’
cords of the boxes—whnt ,could be’ more
handy ?

They twtsted and' twined them in and
out to the size of a'cable, and then, letting
down the smallest of the party, charged him
to come up with his pockets tull: But
pockets, ¢ven lafge ones,” would not hold

_many; and-the small boy had small pockets

of course ; so he had to go down several
times béfore he could satisfy his compan:
ions.

“ Let’s drop down a basket,” said-one.

¢ Qur supper basket,” said another.

“ Yes,” -said the small boy; “and it
would be easier to go down.and come e.up in
the basket ; the cord hurts.”

Acéordingly, that night, aftet -supper, the
market :basket was in its.ordinary place;. but
the following morning nobedy could find it ;
where it was hidden,. and: how, I cannot .tell,
but the next play hour saw it in the box-
room.

To- prevent the possibility of theu' ]ettmg g

go the rope when the basket contained their
messenger or the apples, they .secured it
round an iron bar that went across -the

window, and wound or unwound it as need |

required.”

For some days. their depredanons went
on, and now their revenge was at hand.
They knew it was Mrs. Pinnicker’s time for
bringing fruit for the Sunday pies, and they
hid about, here and there, to watch- her go
into the room. They saw her put her bright
key into the lock, and goinand close the
door behind her.

Would she never come out? Were
they to wait in vain for the pleasure of see-
ing her horror-stricken face ? The bell rang,
the play-time was over, and they were forc-
ed to forego their delight ; but they saw her
in the house, in the dormitory at night, and'

| she looked troubléd and perplexed.

They were sure she had complained to.
the doctor ; but he must have told her it
was a fancy ; that:the.apples could not go
through the keyhole, and. that the heaps:
were not any less, .as she -declared they:
were,

Nevertheless, they thought it best to rest;
awhile, and allowed her to make another
visit-before they took any:more-apples.--

Thinking now that she was. sausﬁed

they went to work again, and- the: dxmmxsh—

ed heaps left, no.doubt in- Mrs,- ‘Pinnicker's:

.mind that the thieves were somewhere, .She.
had told the doctor, and the doctor:had
told her that she was, mistaken, but. that. if
she saw any: fresh signs of theft she had ‘bet-
ter et him know, and say nothmg -about it
to anyone else.

So_ she went to hiin agam thh more
consternation than the dactor thought all
the apples were worth; but he said He
would see the apples and judge for him-
self, for by a visit now and then he would
be able to settle the question-of theft or nd
theft ; so he took the key.

Mrs. Pinnicker seemed so quiet - about
her second loss that the boys thought, they
might venture a fresh' excursion into .her
treasury ; and, as it chanced; they .on the
roof, hidden by its ins-4nd. outs,- and: the
doctor on the walk beneath, were making,
their way at the same time to the same,
spot:

He had let himself.in and was lookmg at
the fzuit, when he thouvht he heard anonsi*,
above him,

He waited and heard.voices.

He was almost as much frigtened to- ﬁnd

‘he had caught the thieves as he would have
-been if they-had. caught him,

. In nervous expectation he waited, won
denng where he should see them appeax:,
when the basket slowly made its. way.
through the chimney-hole and gradually
settled on the hearth, the small boy in it
not expecting any company, and least of all
the doctor.

When he saw him (which at first he had
not done, as his back was towards him), he-
was so paralyzed with fear that he could ot
utter 2 sound. The doctor observed this,
and immediately took advantage of it : he

-put-his finger on his lips as a sign that he

should keep silence.
“Safe?” cried a voice above, which the

- doctor knew to be his nephew’s,

The doctor made sngns to the trembling

-urchin to say “Yes,” which: he. did, but in

a very husky voice.

 J.oad away, then’™ said: several: voices..
Whereupon the doctor, making signs:to’him>
of his.intentions; and looking at “the thicks:
ness of the rope, whispered.: to. him. to-give:

theaccustomed: signal whien he: had taken:
‘his usiial timé for ﬁlhng the basket.
| settling: himself with. sorae Cifficultyin.it, o~
the utter confusion of thée wmall boy;.- who"

devoutly wished he had _aever seén;and
‘apple in his life. ol et

-Then.
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i A-goodlot this time,” said the doctor’s
‘Héphéw,

" “He is coming up withit,” said another.

“Mind the rope ; don’t let it slip; give
it another twist. Well, I think we shall
have enough to last, this time.”

"While they were rejoicing in the coming

poils, the nearest boy caught sight of the
doctor’s hat ; and soon his face was visible,
10 the horror and amazement of all,

“Don’t let me down among the apples,
biys;” he said; “I have had some trouble
to come up, and should like to stay here a
Hiltlg, i you please.”

“Theie was no escape, no help for it;

they Went to pulling and twisting till he
was faitly landed on the floor.
%My dearlads,” he exclaimed, when he
wis out of the basket, “how could you
dfive me to make such a journey? I
wouldn’t for all the apples in England do it
again, not even if I got them honestly.”

‘Seeing so little anger in his face, they
clustered around him and made an awk-
ward attempt-at an apology.

“Lads,” he said, * I can't forgive you—
dbn’t ask me. It isso very disreputable an
affair that I wash my hands of it, and will
foiget it immediately. I'm only very glad
tfiat no one knows it but ourselves. Are
any other of the boys concerned in it?”

-They said they had trusted none younger
tHan the one below. :

“Y-ami glad of it for your sake. Here,
let us put these boxes straight and untwist
these ropes. I would’t have Mrs. Pinnicker
¥now that you could so far forget your duty

t0 yourselves and me, for anything.”

They could havé borne a scolding; leam:
ed a lesson; or stood caning; but this ay
of meeting their misdoing completely over-
came them. They resolved, one and al;
inwardly, never to engage in anything un.
worthy again.

'The boxes were speedily replaced, and
the rope put right; and to save the charac-
ter of the thieves, the doctor got, by their
help, from the chimney. As soon as he
got into the house he sent for his house-
keeper, and said :

“Thére are too many apples there by
half, I am sure the boys cannot have had
enough ; mind that they have plenty in
future. f(n fact, to prevent them falling
into the hands of thieves, as you have sup-
posed they do, it is better you should. give
the key to the senior boys, and let them
take a sufficient quantity. Remember; lads,
not to beimprudent !’ he added, filling up
the confusion of the thieves.

 If that wasn’t enough to conquer any
heart, I don’t know what would be,” said
one of the boys, many years after, in speak-
ing of it. “Ir had the cffect of making us
forgive the housekeeper ; for how could we
resent, who had been so nobly pardoned?
And, more than that, it gave an effect to
the doctor's moral and religious teaching
which was most valuable to us. We were
sure he was sincere ; we saw that he had
none of the meanness that he dealt so
gently witl,, while he must have despised
it, and v ¢ were thoroughly ashamed of our-
selves.”

THE RECITATION — MISCELLANEOUS SUGGESTIONS.

‘Many of the suggestions in this article
bave often been made in this and other
educatiopal journals. But they need in
substance to be often repeated for the bene-
fit-of the new class of young teachers
constantly coming upon the areba, a large
nmuzber of whom read this journal, and all
areafixious for practical suggestions, This is
our excuse for grouping together here 2
ntimber of practical hints which, to exper-:
ienced teachers, niay seein common-place,

All the machinery of school work cul-

minates in the recitation. The teacher-who
fails here fails as a teacker, however success-
fully he may govern his school. A failure
to teach well is more fundamental than-:a
failure to govern well. The ability. o
govern well is an accessory to good teach-
Ing, not vice versa.

The following suggestions are genefal:
They can be applied to recitationsin. any
branch of study :

1. Give your whole attention, if possible,
to the recitation. This Is-necessary in.order
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to;secure therequisite - attention from the
cliss.  You can do but little if you are con-
stantly diyerted by other things in the
school. Dqgi!‘igglje recitation no whisper-
ing'should beallowed in the schoolraom,
However-mmjchjt fiay,be allowed at other
fihes. Nof shéuld’ any question be asked
oupside of thewcjass. ‘This should be insist-
edon. Whatever whispering or questions
are necessary should be attended' to be-
tween classes. C

2. The teacher should stand where he
carr take in all the scholars at a glance
without aopearing to watch them, To do
this he mu:r face the school and the class,
while the class sit with their backs to the
school. If the class sit facing the school,
or on side seats where they can look either
way, their.attention is.quite apt to-be divert-
ed by-the othér scholars,

3- Usually . the :teacher should stand.
while-hearing .2 class. It adds thirty per
cent., ormore, to his power oyer the class
and over the school. It.gives more life to
the recitation, while it enables him to sece:
all that is going on in the. vom and makes:
him ready for-any emergency. He should
avoid an awkward or lazy. position, such as
leaning against the desk, twirling one leg
around the other, putting, one foot upon the
chdir or bench, etc. '

4. The class can be called on to the
floor by = little bell or. by any simple signal
that attracts their attention, Too.much for--
mality in.calling them- should «be avoided.
The first.stroke may call them to their feet,
and: the second to the recitation seats. Or,
i if the class is small, one stroke may answer
" both purposes. The thing desired is, that
the "class come promptly and quietly to
their seats and return in the same way.
They should be seated compactly, neither
crowded ror too.much scattered.

_ 5. The bopks, unless needed at some
time during the 1ecitation, should be left
behind on the desks of the pupils. If need-
ed part of the time, they should, of course,
kekept entirely closed the remainder of
the time. In many recitations, the teacher’s

book also.should be keptclosed. He should |

have the lessan better than the best schiolar:
in the class has, it, and net be obliged’ to
kéep peering into the book to see if the
right answer, is,giver, L

6. rx;gist,onﬁrm{fm&in reciting. Muich |

‘before answering, and then to give, the an-
swer very slowly. It is trué that some
pupils-are: slow by nature, and others are
quick. After makilig ‘due allowance for
‘such différences, an immediate answer
should be required. Ifif is not forthcom-
ing, pass on to’ the next, The pupil can.
form no more valuable Habit than that of
bBeing able to say promptly what he knows.
‘about a given subject. C

7. Insist also on accuracy and clearsess.
These are distinguishing traits of goodi
scholarship, and should not be sacrificed
even to promptuess. If an answer, other-
wise correct, 1§ given in a bungling,ungram-
matical sentence, do not pass it over, but
see-that itis changed and put into a correct
form. If you ask for a definition, and the
pupil begins his answer by saying, “ It is
when,” or “It is where,” stop him, and
shiow the absiirdify of his answer by some,
such question as, © When is it?” “ Where.
is it.?” or, “Isita time ?” “Ts ita place’”
Definitions aud important rules should be
given in the very language of the book. In.
mdthematics especially words have a very
definite meaning, and should be used with
strict accuracy. A clear, sharp-cut, well-
formed answér in our common schools,is as
beautiful as it is rare. '

8. Severely discourage all attempts at
guessing the answer.  Pupils are often very
shrewd at this, but they must be taught that
when they come to use their knowledge in
the practical affairs of life it must be-known, .
not guessed. - L i

9. Do notlose your- patience with.any .
| amount of stupidity. Youwill. be strongly;.
tempted to do so. Things that appear ex- .
ceedingly simple and: easy to you, may be
very hard and mysterious to your pupils.
They can not see through them at once.
One of your mottges must be, “ Line upon.
‘line, line upon line'; precept upon precept, .
precept upon precept;° here a little and
‘there a little.” Constantly xecall the slow. .
processes by which youlearned what seems
intuitive to you now, and.then put yourself .
in the child’s place.

.

P . )
10, Loseno time in giving out the lesson

‘for the nextday. Des.Je beforehand what..
‘it shall be, 'andl ‘announce it ‘usuglly, at,
 the beginning of fhie recitation. Be carefill

- éd?‘ﬁ@;‘l”n" “féléssary explanationg as. fo,

" whidt s to %e“lé?'ag'xfﬁgyand‘. How itistobe .
HES RS TH IR A R e T AN R P v ero h,
earned. -

tie i$ ‘wasted, and )

ad-habits ; axe formed T I
by allowing the pupil to iRy Mhong tne |

“xx':.;'i’fjthé‘ciass, as a vqhbie, fail o 'fhe '
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lesson, they should be required to take it
over, sometimes with a short lesson in
advance. Itis a waste oftime, a dead loss,
to pass over what is not understood by the
class as a whole. Especially is this so in
those studies in which the separate triths
are all linked together. It is often a whole-
some thing to require the class to recite the
lessons again the same day, or to stay and
recite it after school.

12. If all the class but one understood a
point, do not take their time in explaining

it to him. Ask him to remain for that pur-
pose after school, or to come early in the
morning. ‘

13. Close promptly when the time is up.
Do this whether you are through the lesson
or not. You have no time to trespass upon
the time of the next class, With a clock or
watch before you, you can by .practice so
time yourself as to go over the lesson or the
most important part of it, and close at
the right moment.

EDUCATIONAL

CANADA.

A lecture was delivered in the Town
Hall, Berlin, on the evedfing of April 7th,
by Dr. Sangster, of Yorkville. The chair
was occupied by H. F. Jackson. TheDoc-
tor's subjec was “Heroes and Hero
Worship.” Tu-= attendance was very fair,
and comprised ncearly all the teachers of
the county. The proceeds of the lecture
are to be used towards furnishing a teachers’
libraty for the county. A teachers’ con-
vention was also held during the day, and
was largely attended.

The quarterly examination of the Public
School ai New Lancaster, was held on Mon-
day the 3oth March. The Rev. Thos. Mc-
Pherson and several ladies and gentlemen
present, were highly satisfied with the strict
discipline and general efficiency of the
pupils, who were examined in nearly all
the branches taught in Public Schools. In
the eveniug a concert was given in Mr.
Rae’s Hall, by the pupils, kindly assisted
by A. W. Ross, Esq., County Inspector,and
several others, for the purpose of raising
funds for prizes, &c. It was quite a success;
the performers acquitted themselves admir-
ably, and the efforts of the pupils were well
repaid by the generous patronage of the
community.—(Com).

WATERLOO TEACHERS ASSOCIATION, —
The association met in Berlin on the
6th and g7th April. The President, T.
Pierce, Esq., Inspector, occupied the chair.
Mr. H. J. Brownlee of Philipsburg read an
essay on “ How to teach Gérman children
t¢ tead English” Mr. Hemer gave a

INTELLIGENCE.

model lesson on fractions. Mr. Brueckner
exhibited his method of teaching German
writing. Mr. McRae pointed out mistakes
in pronounciation. Mr. Chapman explained
his méthod of giving object lessons. Dr.
Sangster gave a very able and instructive
lesson on teaching English Grammar, for
which a cordial vote of thanks was ten-
dered to him. Mr. J. W. Connor illustrat-
ed the Constructive Method of map drawing.
A Committee having been appointed to re-
commend a Candidate for the suffrages of.
the teachers as their representative in the
Council of Public Instruction, reported in
favor of Dr. Sangster, and the report was
unanimously adopted. The Association
adjourned to meet again in Berlin, on the
i5th and 16th of July. The attendance
was large, and the greatest interest was taken
in the proceedings.

Lanark Pusric ScHooLs.—One of the
most elsborate and carefully prepared
documents of the kind we have yet received
is the Annual Report for 1873, of H. L.
Slack, Esq., M.A., Inspector, County of
Lanark. It is comprised ina well printed
pamphlet of 18 pages, and must have
required great labor in'its preparation. In
addition to a mass of valuable statistics ar-
ranged in tabular form, Mr. Slack gives"
many useful suggestions and remarks in
regard to the working of the schools. He
strongly advocates Compulsory Attendance
as a necessary accompaniment of Free
Schools, citing one instance where the
salary paid was $400, and where the at-

.tendance the first three weeks in Octobér

ast,as shown by the Register was o, 0, 0,0,
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4$9090067,909 10, 9. Mr Slack
speaks in terms of approval of the Pro-
gramme of Studies issued by the Council
of Public Instruction, and gives some
excellent advice in regard to the building
of new school houses. The total receipts of
money in the County for 1873, was $40,
732.52; total expenditure $37,128.8§.
There are 121 school houses, of which 2
are brick, 1o stone, 41 frame, and €8 log.
122 teachers were engaged of whem 34
were males, and 88 females, with qualifica-
tions as follows : 1st Class Provincial none;
2nd do 7; 1st old County Board ¢; 2nd
do. 2 ; 3rd new County Board 87 ; Special
Certificates 7.  Highest salary paid male
teacher $400 ; lowest $180 ; highest salary
paid female teacher $300; lowest $r40.
There are in the County 6840 children of
school age, of whom 6,331, attendedschool,
leaving 509 Wwho attended no school. 3059
attended less than 5o days, and 1767 less
than 1oodays. The average attendance for
the year was 2760.

HamiLtoN PusLic Schoors. — We
have received the very able and ela-
borate report of the Schools of the City
of Hamilton for 1873—by A. Macalum,
Esq., M.A.,, Inspector. We make some
extracts :—

“Inthe first place, the usual statistics
are given and the analysis of the semi-an-
nual promotions for the year; then follow
some 1mportant and interesting statements
| and comparisons from our city papers about
i our Public Schools—a comparison between
- 1849 and 1873, Income, Expenditure, Cost
per Pupil, &c., some important resolutions
and reports passed by the Board, Morals
and Maunners, the Victoris School, General
Remarks, Vocal Music in School,and Com-
pulsory Attendance at School.”

“During the first session of the year
4539 pupils were enrolled; during the
second, 4,448, and in the whole year
5,188-}vhich 1s 336 more then entered our
schools in 1872, though the number in that
year was 210 greater than that for 187r.
The daily average attendance for the first
half of the year was 3,282 ; for the second
lalf, 3,163 ; and for the whole year, 3,229 ;
In other words, of every 100 who entered
school, over sixty-two of them attended the
wh&)le year. Ten years ago it was only 54.4,
an 3
datly average attendance, not the number en .

twenty years ago it was 52.8. It is the ]

rolled, that shows the effort, and in connec-
tion with the promotions, the success of the
teachers. The number between the ages
of 5 and 16 years was 5,160; other.ages, 28;
boys, 2,720 ; gitls, 2,486 ; between g and
Io years, 3,651 ; between 10 and 16 years,
1,509 ; and between 16 and 2x years, 26,
and 3 over 3o years of age ; 28 are report-
ed as living outside the city ; 251, which is
only three more than last year, attzaded
school less than 20 days; 595 be.ween 20
and 50 days; 976 between 5o and 100;
909 between 100 and 150 ; 1,521 between
150 and 200 ; and 949, which is 107 over
the same number in 1872, over 200 days,or
the whole year. In the first book of readers
there were 2,200 ; in the second, r.0x2:
in . third, 1,315; in the fourth, 660. In
reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, Cliris-
tian morals, Canadian geography and
general geography, all our pupils, 5188,
were engaged ; in grammar and compositéon
there were 1,545 ; in objectlessons, 4,850 ;
in some portion of Canadian history, 722
and in human physiology, 342 ; in English
history, 107; in book keeping, 156; in
vocal music to a small extent, 4,904 ; in
drawing, quite elementary in its character,
4,635 ; and girls learning to sew, §30.”
Further on a comparison is made be-,
tween Hamilton and Toronto, shewing that
while Hamilton sends 93 per cent. of her
school population to school, and the aver-
age attendance is 63 per cent., in Toronto
the rates are 88 per cent. and 40 per cent.,
respectively. The cost per pupil is $4.22.
The report concludes with some excellent
remarks on vocal music, and compulsory-
attendance. :
UNITED STATES.

More than one-half of the whole number
of cbildren attending the public schools
of Milwaukee study German. .

There have beed ror pupils at the State
Normal school at Birmingham, Mass., the
past year, representing six different
States.

A female graduate of the Medical Depast-
ment of Iowa University has taken the uirst -
prize for the best performed dissection i
surgical anatomy, in a class consisting of
twenty-four young men and one other
young woman. o

Thé annual report of the'schools of Colk’
orado furnishes the following statistics fr,
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1873: With an estimated ' population of
I20,000, the number of scholars between g
agd 21 is 14,417. Of this number there
aré enrolled 7,322, and an average atten-
diice 0f 3,937. The number of teachers is
237, and the average salary of the male
teachers is $62 per month, while that of the
female teachers 1s $51 per month. Colorado
has county superintendents, but doesnot
hdve compulsory attendance.

Aax interesting suit for damages has just
been. tried in the Circui Court held at
Baraboo, Sauk county, Win. The title of
the case was Helen Crager vs. the Chicago
and Noithwestern Railroad Company. The.
facts are substantially as follows :—The
plaintiff who is a good-looking interesting.
young:lady, twenty-one years of age,.and a-
school teacher, on the 6th of March, 1873,
bought a ticket of the company’s ticket
agent.at Reedsburg or-Baraboo, and took a
seat-in a passenger car attached to a mixed
train. When “within a few miles of-her.des-
tipation, the plaitiff, being at that time
ajone with the conductor (the only other
passenger and an employec of the compaay
having left the car),was caressed and kissed
by the conductor. There being nothing in
the lady’s manner to fnduce such familiarity,
the ticket-puncher was soon after the occur- |
rence arrested upon a charge of assault and .
battery. He pleaded guilty, was fined $25
by justice, and discharged by the company.
The Courtruled, as a matter of law, that the
company was liable for the plaintiff for
actual.damages occasioned by the wiongful
act of the conductor. The case was wellargi-
ed and submitted to the jury,who returned a
verdict to the plaintiff; and assessed her
damages at $1,000.

BRITISH AXD FOREIGN.
In Sweden the proportion of inhabitants

who can neither read nor write is one in a
thousand. Instruction is obligatory.

An Ttalian lady, Rosa Piacza, has just
received a diploma from the University of
Padua ; and 1s now honored with the title
Professor of Pedagogics of the Normal and
High Schools in the Kingdom of Italy.

Jaraw.—1It scems that the officer sent
by the Educational Department to Europe
and America,to order home all students:who
had not.reacheda. certain grade, has been
completely out-generaled by the students.

Over a hundred had been notified that they

must return, but the young -students ‘whose'
wits and tongues must have been sharpened:
by grinding them on foreigners, succeeded
in convincing the officer of the Educational
Department that the interests of the great
empire of Japan, and especially of the
Mombusho and of the Okurasho, required
their stay abroad. At any rate, instéad of

.coming home like a shepherd leading s

sheep, he came back solitary and aléne,
having enjoyed a ¢ globe-trotting picnic at
the expense of the country.” Sucha proof
of eloquence and ability in arguing is doubt-
less gratifying to the friends of the students,

‘butit is not highly relished at the Mom-
busho. 5o long as thie students are abroad.

they must be suppoited, and perhaps.it will
require the great magnet of 4 direct order
from the Daijokuan to. attract these xebel-
lious particles of the Japanese matior away
from the places to which they cling with
such tenacity.— Fapanese Gazelfe, Decem-
ber 8;1873.

The educativnal machigéry of Scotland
has now got fairly started unider the careful
and prudent supervision of a Board located
in Edinburgh for the guidance of logal
Boards. Schools are built in all plages
where new ones were required ; old ones are
ciosed in places where there were too many;
more teaching power is supplied in every
school either in the form of assistants or
pupil teachers: schools are enlarged in
almost every instance to accommodate
children whose education has hitherto been
neglected and who are now by a compulsory
clause in the Bill to be compelled to attend
school. The compulsory clause will prove
perhaps the greatest puzzle about the whole
working of the schools. Parents whose
children are in misery, hunger, and naked-
ness have perhaps as much need of food
and clothing for their children as education,
while the children themselves would feel
very uncomfortable while sitting alongside
well-fed and well-clad children in school.
In many cases the compulsory clause has
already been found a failure, and if such
really be the case with many more the Bill
will pot at all benefit the very class o
children for which it was intended. Thege
does not exist any uniformity in the work-
ing of schools under the different Boards.
Some Boards assume all the power they can
and a.great deal more aver the teacher and
the school work, dole out his work to him

- P e s —a
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to the very mihutest detail as if they want-
ed to show him how much he is at their
méercy. Inone case the Edinburgh Board
had to advise some of the members of «
¢ettain school Board to resign their seats
omr account of their tysannical dealings with
their teacher. Other School Beards agein
copfine their duties to simply ascertaining
thdt the teacher is regularly and faithfully
discharging hils duties and that he isas regu-
Ia"r)j; and faithifully paid: and keép the
b%din_gs in good order and see that the
accominodation is sufficient. "Teachers are
ndw making a stroflg commencement all

over Scotland to club or associate, together
into'one large society or membership onthe
bas s of the old established and chartered
* Education1' Institite of Scotland” modi-
fied so as to aamit of all chartered Masters
and Mistressess being enrolled as its mem-
Ders. Teachérs have been too late in find-
ing out that unity to them in their, profes-

' sion: is ay-strong. as unity to others in any

piofession or trade. It will undoubtedly
prove a great source of good for all Scoich
teachers to unite under such a much res-
pected and every where recognized banner
as the Educational Institute.

CHOIGE MISCELLANY.

A FripAY AFTERNOON EXERCISE~—One
6f the best Principals in Michigan—Prof.
Burked, of Decatur—publishes the follow-
ing :—

“In our High School we spend a part of
cach Friday afternoon in having a general
review.of studies gone over in the lower
grades—i. ¢., in-the'Grammar and Interme-
diates. e also take up other topics, upon
which we think the general student ought
to be made familiar. We have three
objects in view :

1. To have the pupils retain what
they have gone over, and to have them
gain what is too often neglected, a fund of
general knowledge.

2. To give those who are to go out to
teach a drightening up on such information
as they will need in their work.

3. To enhance the interest already taken
by the patrons of the.school by giving
them an additional opportunity to witnes:
the working spirit of the school, even in
cases where they have but little time to
visit us.”

A Worp ABOUT TEACHERS.~—Few men
have syeet tempers, or hold sach as they
possess under steady, invariable control,
though there are men who, without this
sweetness of nature, however ‘much tried,
never seem to-lose theirsélf command. No
public man can get on long whohms not his
temper well 1o hapd; ‘but with- the same
amount of ipflammzgble particles, men differ
very much: on the occasions that set-fire to

them. Some people who are all composure
‘when we might reasonably expect and:justly
excuse an explosion, will break down into-
peevishness or passing frenzy on slight
provocation. We have known men, quite
remarkablefor a well-bred serenity, be un-
reasonably and childishly testy at some
transient annoyance of a sort they are not
used to. Highly sensitive organizations
and intellects kept on the stretch are al-
ways imitable. DeQuincey, who has no
heroes, says that Wordsworth, with .all his’
philosophy, had fits of ill-temper, though.
the unexampled sweetness of his wife's
temper made it impossible to quarrel with
her. The two great hymn writers and good
Christians, Newton and Toplady, met but
once, and but for a few minutes, yet some-
thing passed—a trifling jest—which upset
Toplady’s equanimity,and made his parting
words, we are told by the friendly bystan-
der, not very courteous. There are times
wh~n men think they do well to be angry,
and attribute their dispiay of ill-temper to 2
holy impulse, while the observer sees only
a common pet—exposing itself at the most
unsuitable moment—at the failure of their
efforts to attract or impress, perhaps to
shine. The preacher is particularly subject
to the temptation of any angry remon-
strance uttered in this spirit. It must be
hard to feel your best passages lost through
the restlessness of school children or 1inat-
teption of the singing gallery; but it seldom
answers to. allow the thafed spint its- flibg.-
Theperson may be- in a 'passion withoist”
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knowing it, but not without the congrega-
tion being quite alive to it, and the remem-
brance of a scene outliving every other
effect of his discourse.—Blackwood’s Maga-
zine.

- He was a wise and understanding tea-
cher who confessed this bit of experience:
¢« I begap teaching by thinking I was confer-
ring a great honor upon somebody. I end-
ed by feeling that a great honor had been
conferred upon me. For in teaching others
I myself learned a still better way, and
found out my great. ignorance of many
things. My real success as a teach.r dated
from the time I found out that my class was
of more importance to me than Iwas to my
class.”

Education is not the accumulation of
facts and formule, as dry goods are stored
in a warehouse, anymore than the Church
is composed of the conveniently-arranged
heaps of stones in which men worship their
Creator ; it is the clothing of men’s minds
with a shield from ignorance, whilst full
play is allowed for the exercise of their
trained - 4lls ; and it is the training of those
wills ¢ Jo what the trained mind and the
skillfi:l hand shall find to do, and do it with
all their might,—might being power of
knowledge and power of execution, express-
ed in one strong word,—that constitutes a
real and practical education, in which the
known and the possible unite to form the
practically-educated man.—PROF. WALTER
SMITH.

SuGGEsTIONS ON SPELLING.—1. When
a lessonis assigned, the words should be
distinctly pronounced by the teacher, and
repeated by the pupils before they arere-
qmred to study the lesson,

. In the recitation in oral spelling,pupils :

shouid be required to divide the words into
syllables..

3. Each lesson should be repeated, by.

carefully writing the words on a slate or on
paper.

4- To teach the correct use of words, let
sentences be written containing’ each word
in the lesson.

5. Let the pupils form as many deriva-
tives and compound words as they can from
the lesson assigned.

6. It is recommended that the teacher
frequently vary the exercise, by selecting
words out of their regular order, which

illustrate the rules or principles of ortho-

graphy.

7. In such \\ords as “subject,” object,"
“use,” “abuse,” etc., the teacher should
dxscrlmm'\te between the noun and the verb,
giving one or both, according to the capa-
city of the pupils.

8. It may be objected that the directions
here given require more time than is alloted
to the spelling exercise. But it is now gen-
erally admitted that the elements of grammar
and composition are best taught in this way;
and if the time usually allotted to them be
added to that of the spellmg exercise, it wilt
be ample.

Many methods ofvarying the exercise will
suggest themselves to the ingenious teacher.
The sentences containing the words of the
spelling lesson may be changed from the
declarative to the interrogative form, pro-
nouns may be substituted for nouns, plurals
for singulars, and singulars for plurals, the
passive for the active forms of verbs, the
different modes and tenses of verbs, etc.
These spelling exercises should keep pace
with the pupil’s attainments in grammar.

WHaT A TEACHER SHOULD AND SHOULD
Nor Be.—The School Superintendent of
Dodge county, Wisconsin, incloses a copy
of the following in each certificate  he
issues :—

A Zeacker Should

Labor diligently for selfimprovement.

Thoroughly understand what he attempts
to teach.

Prepare himself for each recitation.

Require prompt and exact obedience.

Call on pupils promiscuously, as a rule.

Ask the most important questions,
though not found in the book.

Teach both by precept and example.

Manifest an active interest in the studies
of his pupils.

Make the schoolroom pleasant and at-
tractive. .

Make few rules except this one—Do
RIGHT.

Avoid governing too much.

Let his pupils see that he means what hc-
says. .

Take good care of hiis health. ..

Teach the subject, not mere werds.. | o

Visit the schools of others. -

Read some good educational Joumal.

Attend teachers’ meetings. .

Have complete control over himself.



’

CHOICE MISCELLANY.

157

Keep up good courage if right, even
when strongly opposed.
Have great personal worth as well as
Jearning.
A Teacher should

Talk much or’ very loud.

Promise what he cannot perform.

Threaten for anticipated offences.

Be hasty n word or action.

Punish when angry.

Speak in a scolding, fretful manner.

Be late at school.

Attempt to teach too many things at once.

Use a hard word when an easy one will
answer as well.

Let his pupils see that they can vex him.

Let a known fault go unnoticed.

Speak evil of others.

Magnify small offences.

Use (when well) stimulating food or
drink. -

Put off till to-morrow what ought to be
done to-day.

Trust to another what he should do him-
self.

Believe all reports without investigation.

Indulge in vulgarity or profanity.

Encourage tale-bearing.

Be weary in well-doing.

nol

CoMPULSORY EDUCATION.—Itis a crime
against society to allow any child to grow
up uneducated. As the property of all is
taxed for the education of all, so every
member of the community should be com-
pelled to receive that education which will
qualify for the efficient discharge of duty in
after-life. On no other principle can free

.government be maintained, nor the right of

franchise be exercised with intelligence for
the public weal.

Unless the State educate the children of
the State, they will remain ignorant, and the
State, in self-defence, must punish at a
much great2r expense many of those who,if

educated, would have been ornaments of

society, but uneducatéd have become the
tenants of jails and penitentiaries. New
York City pays more to puunish criminals
than to educate the school population. In
England the denomiuational system was
tried for many years, and the resultis that
to-day one-third of the people of England
:nd Wales can neither read nor write. The
7iolent riots at the recent clections are at-
ributable to this sad state of affairs. Where
he people- are educated there are: no elec-

tion riots.  In France one-half the people
are ignorant of these subjects, and this
half furnishes ninety five per cent. of those
arrested, and eighty-seven per cent. of those
convicted of crime. In the New England
States only seven per cent. of the people
over ten years of age are unable to read
and write ; but this per centage, low asit s,
commits exghty per cent. of the crime. In
New York and Pennsylvania a person
ignorant of the branches just referred to
commits seven times as many crimes as one
well instructed them ; in the United States
as a whole, it rises to ten times.

Education, to be general,must be secular.
Religions education may safely be left to
parents, Sabbath schools, and ministers of
the Gospel. Howevér highly the church
may be estimated, without the aid of the
school'house its influence in 1estrammg
crime is quite limited.

As education increasés, pauperism also
disappears. 'What is true in Europe is
found to be true in America. In Ohio,
Ilhnms and Pennsylvania one pauper is
found in ten illiterate persons, while of the
rest of the population it takes three hundred
to furnish one beggar.

From crime and pauperism arise the
great expenses of Government, whose
chief functions are the maintenance of order
and the administration of justice; by edu-
cating the whole people the former will be
greatly lessened, while the latter will be
maintained at much less expense. Now
that our Government, with the aid of the
voluntary self-taxation of the people, has
placed the necessary means of education
within the reach of every person in our
Province, our authorities should go one
step further, and require that every person
should be educated. This can be attained
only by the compulsory system ; wherever
it has been thorouvhly med the results have
been truly marvelou$, ahd it has invariably
becane a fixed policy.

In Boston such a law has been in exist-
ence since 1853, and during the last ten
years truancy has been reduced sixty per
centum. The same law has been adopted
in New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode
Island, and Michigan ; London the Great
has followed this noble example, with this
difference that the power is discretionary.
In New York State the necessity of such a
law is manifest from the fact that the
avemge attendance at the public schools



158

THE ONTARIO TEACHER.

owr % e = - etr——

is only onesthird the school population,
at all schools, public and' ptivate, oné-half.
In our own happy Ontario things are better,
but by no means asgood asa compulsory law
would speedily place them. The difference
between our school population and the
number enrolled is over 41,000, and over
42,000 attended less than twenty days, mak-
ing over 80,000 whose education is neglect-
ed; of these 12,323 are between 7 and 12
years of age, some of whom attended private
schools. The statistics of the cities in our
Province have previously been given. It
is earnesly hoped that our law on this sub-
ject will no longer remain a dead letter, but
that the friends of education, of progress,
and humanity, will not only wipe out the
crime of neglect, but rejoice in the happy
future that such a law, kindly but firmly
administered, will secure in the coming
times.—From Report of A. Macallum, Esq.,
M.A., Inspector, Hamilton.

ScHooL Housks AxD Srres.—Careshould
be taken in the selection of the site to have
it central, not in too public a place, in a dry
locality, neither marshy, nor yet sandy.
The Jof should be oblong in shape, say 8
rods front and 10 deep, the school-house
placed about two-thirds of the way back
from the road. The dwilding should face
the south, if possible, having windows on
theé sides only, and a Dblank wall at cither
end.” This secures a good arrangement of
Zight, each pupil having 1t on his right hand
in the forenoon, and his left in the after-
noon, and the blank wall in front of him to
relieve his eyes. Desks and seats for two
each, arranged in rows with aisles between
and set in an oblique or diamond:shaped.
form, facing the front door, will be found
the most convenient and most in conformity
with anatomic and hygienic principles.
Blackboards should be made in the wall,and
should be entirely across the end of the
room, behind the Teachers desk, as well
a3 additional ones for the memoranda on
either side. Tor the practical and success-
ful Teacher there cannot be too much black
board. It has been invariably my experi-
ence that where there is a lack of practicality
in Arithmetic or Grammar, and a want of
style in putting down work, I cculd trace
it to the neglect of the use of this mest in-
dispensable article of school furniture. Were
1, as a Teacher, to have the choice of put-
ting out of the school the Black-board or

|

‘the Text-Books on Arithmetic and Gtzi?:-

mar, I would unhesitatingly sacrifice the
latter and feel satisfied that I had retained
the most practical means of imparting in-
struction.  Heat and wventilation are very
important particulars to be taken into con-
sideration in the erection and management
of our schools. No scientific fact is more
surely demonstrated than that the constant
breathing of impure air is a prolific cause
of pulmonary and other diseases. In an
ill-ventilated room, such as is the case.in
most of our country schools, the physical
and mental powers become languid, the
face flushes, the head burns, the blood be-
comes feverish, and nausea and fainting are
most likely to ensue. Under such circum-
stances mental activity and energy are im-
possible. The remarks of. Mr. Newton
Bateman, the superintendent:ofsSchoolsfor
the State of 1llinois, are so-pertinent to the
objects with which I am dealing that I can-
not do better.than quote an extract. He
says .~ When diseasc invades our herds;
State legislatures and national conventions
make haste to investigate the cause and re-
medy the scourge, and they do well—
gigantic pecuniary interests are involved.
And yet, consumption no-more surely visits
ill-ventilated and over-crowded stock-yards
and cattle-trains, than it does our school-

houses when subject to the same conditions.

Keen-eyed self-interest watches the progress
and ravages of the cattle plague, counts'the
Dbeasts it destroys, and with loud voice tells
the public of its loss. But who notes the
insidious forms of disease shich make
victims of our children in the very places
where physical education, as well as intel-

lectual, should be realized ? or who counts-

the little graves, or tells the people of their
danger? Many a parent lays his little
darhng in the dust, and in desolation of
soul muses upon the ways of Providence;
when the stifling terrors of the place which
for weary months or years had been silently
sapping the pillars of the little one’s life
should have suggested more earthly themes
for meditation to the sorrowing father
Thereé is.no excuse for unventilated or badly
ventilated school-houses. Otheraccommoda-
tions and comforts are more or less expen-
sive ; this one is not. Every school-house;
large or small, humble or elegant, costly or
cheap, may have a plentiful supply of pure
fresh air, almost withgut money and-withqné
price. If provided for in the®original plap
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of the building, good ventilation may be
had with very little if any additional cost ;
and even in most existing buildings the con-
sequences of neglect upon this vital point
may be remedied, partially at least, with
but a small outlay, But be the cost what

it may, pure air is a necessity of health,
‘both mental and physical, and no. Board of
School Directors in the State should® be-l:
lowed to neglect it with impunity.”—From
Report of H. L. Slack, Esq., M.A., Inspec-
tor, Lanaik.

TEACHERS' DESK.

Contributors to the ¢ Desk’ will oblige by observ-
ing the following rules : :

1. To send answers with their questions and
solutions with their problens.

2, To send questions for insertion on Separate
sheets from those containing answers to questions
already proposed. N

3. To write on oue side of the paper.

4. To w.ite their names on evéry sheet.

ANSWERS TO PROBLEMS.

55. ‘““No correspondent managed the latter part
of the problern,” neither did the Editor. How he
obtained the truly wonderful solution he proposed,
he ¢an now neither remember nor rediscover, nor
does it matter. He can have led no one wrong, as
a glance at the formula for S reveals it is false since
it violates the law that for resistance varying as
the velocity the space varies as the velocity lost.

Principia BK. IT, Prop. 1. The correct formule
are _

PYf=(rite 1) g and rs=(x - ™) 2

From these (g7 —7f) v=gs.

Approximately from the first 2f (3 +7%)
=3gl2 .

Eliminating ¢ between the last-two
{ V(22 +18f)—27f} v =3gs, whence
velocity was 48.95 miles per hour.

As these formulee can really be deduced by
Algebra, we hope to-be able to givean analysis of
the problem at some. future tiine.

57. See cither Webster’s or Worcester’s Unabridg-
d Dictionary. Quipand Whipscem to be merely
ratiations in orthography now marking a difference
nmeaning. In Levins' Manipulus Vocabulorum
1570), we find ¢ Quip,” (to whip,) and ‘¢ Quippe"
awhip). Infact it is 2 North Country practice to
se qu for wh. The Scotch use both gu and Aqu.
falkin in carly English scems to have meant

mply a clout, and then a person (especially a wo-

an), dressed in clouts and rags. Levins gives

Malkir. panniculus,” and the Prompforium Par-

~

vulorum (1440,) *‘ Malkyne, mappyl or oven swc-
pare.”

59. On the stock, but they will not (nor can
they) buy odd dollars and even cents worth of
stock as is often required in the Text-book problems
and solutions. A boy who realized the questions
would say they are impossible and cannot be-work-
ed as proposed. Teaching that does not realize.all
such questions, is apt to be shallow and in point of
reasoning dangerous. e who is not trained to re-
alize his arithmeticyl operations has this {o learn
after lic leaves-school ere his teaching is of any
practical benefit o.him. Lt any teacher who,reads
this set earnestly to- work to discover why children
find word problems so difficult, 2lthough arithmeti-
cally they wmay Le and generally are extremely
easy. .

62. ““God give you good morning,” ** God give
you.” We find in Mamlez i. 1. 16, ** Give you
good night ;" in Romeo and Juliet i. 2. 59, * God
gi” god-den” (God give you good even,) in Louc's
Labor Lost, iv. 2. 84, ¢ God give -you good mor-
row, master parson,” and in Beaumont and Fletchér's
Knight of the Buwrning fPestle, ** God give.you
good night.”

TROBLEMS AND QUERIES.

63, The wades of sin is death.” Criticise:the
syntax.

D.'R.

64. The sum of the angles at the five corners:of
the American St. ris equat to two right angles,

A. V. LEE, Brantford..

65. Parsethe Ttalicized words in the following
séntences :— -

1 weep the more because 1 weep in vain.

Give truth the same aims which you give false-
hood, and the former will soon prevail,

Little did I drzam, &c.

Tell me what the person’said.

It is an ill wind blows nobody good.

Full many a flower is born to blush unscen.

A, Mclxrtosn, Pinkerton.
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66. Is the solution given in the key to ‘prop. 8,
page 270,McMurchy’s Advanced Arithmetic correct?
If not give an arithmetical solution and also one
by symbolic arithmetic.

E. RowLAND, Strathroy.

67. Is *¢ Fare thee well” correct ? H
EpiToR,

68. Give a simple rule by which a school-trustee

may lay off the side of a square-acre.
EDITOR.

ANSWERS TO CURIOSITIES.
Perfect Numbers. Euclid Bk. 9. prop. 36.

'If from any power of 2,0n subtsacting unity there
remain a prime number, multiply that remainder by
half the said power, the product will be a pcrfcct
number.

Ex. 22-1=3, 3x2=6 a perfect number,
28-1=7, 7x4=28 do do

25— 1=31, 31X 16 =496 do do

27 - 1=127, 127X 64=8128  do do

EDITOR’S

“Iints oN TrActing,” will be inserted

shortly.

‘¢ READING AS AN ART.”— We purpose giving
the second of Mr Lewis' valuable series of papers
on this subject, in the June No.

RESIGNED.—We regret to learn that J. H. Hun-
ter, Esq , M. A. has, in consequence of 2 misunder-
standing with the School Board, resigned his posi-
tiop as Principal of the St. Catherines Collegiate
Institute. Mr. Hunteris a teacher of great abilty,
and vnder his management the Institute has enjoy-
ed o remarkable degree of prosperity. It will be
diffi ult for the Board to replace his valuable ser-
vice s,

CounciL or PusLic INsTRUcTION. — Already
a number of candidates have been mentioned for
the representation of the Teachers, Inspectors, and
High School Masters, in the Council of Public In-
struction. For the Inspectors, David Mills, Esq.,
M.P., and C. S. Wood, M.P, are spoken of. For
the High School Masters, Dr. Dauiel Wiison and J.
H. Hunter,M.A.,are mentioned. For the Teachers
the names mentioned are D. Sinclair, Esq., M.2.P.,
Prof. Goldwin Smith, and Dr. J. H. Sangster. We
notice that at the recent meeting of the Waterloo
County Teachers’ Association, Dr. Sangster was
unanimously, selected.

SUPERANNUATrOS. —A cerrespondent calls our at-
tention to the fact, that teachers holding a First or
Second Class Provincial | Certificate, are entitled,
when they become superannuated, to $1 per annum
extra for each year they have actually been engaged

“each contribute something, however small,

DRAWER.

in teachiag. He regards this as a great injustic
to many excellent teachers, not holding such certifi,
cates, who have labored long and faithfully in ths-
cause of cducation, There does seem t0 be an inw
justice ; but it is to be noticed that the allowance t&-
such teachers is not at all diminished by the extra
allowance to First and Second Class Teachers;
and that this provision.of the law may be valuab.e
as an incentive to teachers to work for a hxgher cer-
tificate. But whatever may be the arguments pro;
and con., there is little use in any lengthy discus- .
sion now, as there is no probability ofany impot!
tant amendments in the scho)l law for some yem .
to come.

AGassiz MEMORTAL.—We have received a cir‘,- :
cular from James H. Barnard, Boston, in reference -
to the Agassiz memorial. ‘‘ His friends, the .
friends of education, propose to raise 2 memorial to."
him, by placing upon a strong and enduring'basi..
the work to which he devoted his life, the Museun: .
of Comparative Zoology, which is at once a collecs
tion of natural objects, rivalling the most celebrated -
collections of the Old World, and 2 school open t¢
all the teachers of the land. It is proposed that the: -
teachers and pupils of the whole country take part ~
in this memorial, and that on the birthday ‘of*
Agassiz, the 28th day of May, 1874, they shalt -
to
Teachers’ and Pupils’ Memorial Fund, in honor of ;
Louis Agassiz, the fund to be kept separate, amd"
the income to be applied to the expenses of. the 2
Museum.” '




