Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

Canadiana.org has attempted to obtain the best copy
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the
usual method of scanning are checked below.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing /
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d’autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut
causer de 'ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la
marge intérieure.

Canadiana.org a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il fui a
été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire
qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique,
qui peuvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de
numérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/

Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées

v'|  Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /

Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materials /

Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these

have been omitted from scanning / Il se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d’une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont pas
été numérisées.

Additional comments / Continuous pagination.

Commentaires supplémentaires:



FEBRUARY, 1898,

CONTENTS.

BEditorial Collecting .
Twenty first Auniverasry Celebea- - Work Abroad.................
tion of the Board of the W, B,

Work at Home.
I'. M. 8. of Eastern Ontario and

W. B MU.. ...

Y P " e
Missionary Literature. ... .. oung People’s Dopartment :
‘ The Prospec's of Marthe.”.... . 43 Directory....... ......... ... ..

PUBLISHED
IN THE INTERESTS OF THE

OF CANADA.
KNk

DUDLEY & BURNS, PRINTERS
TONONTD, ONT.




THE

Canadian Missionary Link.

VOL. XX, |

TORONTO, FEBRUARY, 1898.

| No. 6.

We learn that some good friend in Toronto hes given
8300 toward Miss Baskerville's achool building.

We were quite pleased lately to receive a subsoription
to Te LNk from a grand-deughter of Carey, the mia-
sionary. She lives in Montreal, and we presume she is
a Baptist.

-

MISSIONARY ALBUM.

The Album of Photogmvuéea of our missionaries, pro-
mised in our December number, is now ready, and to be
had by sending to Rev. A. P. MoDiarmid, Howland ave.,
Toronte, or to Mr. G. R. Roberts, 9 Richmond Street
west, Toronto. Price, 30 cents each, or by the doz. at
25 cents each.

TO THE CIRCLES OF EASTERN ONTARIO AND
QUEBEC.

There is still 870 lacking to make up the full amount
of our deficienoy of 8205. Bome of the Circles have
responded nobly to our appeal. Will not the Circles
who have not yet done something towards this object,
make some speocial effort to wipe this off 1

) ErarL CLAXTON Aven,
Cor. Sec.
TWENTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF
THE BOARD OF THE WOMAN'S BAPTIST FOR-
EIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF EASTERN
ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.

MonTreAL, —The Board of the W. B. F. M. 8. of E.
0. and Qebeo, celebrated their majority in the Lecture
Hsll of the First Baptist Church, the birthplace of the
Society, on Friday evening, December 3rd. The room
was prettily decorated with palms and cut flowers, while
flags sud bunting lent quite a festive appearance to the
scene.

Representatives from the Baptist churches in the city
were present, and although the attendance was not as
large as could have been desired, yet, those who were
there were enthusisstic missionary spirits, and an enjoy-
able evening was spent.

The chief object was to raise money for the deficit ;
this was done by means of Birthday offerings which were
deposited in two pretty baskets stationed at either door.
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The gifts amounted to 832.61, and were accompanied

- by appropriate verses or greetmgs which were read in the

course of the evening.

In the sbsence of the President, Mra. E. W. Dadaon,
Mra. Donald Graut presided in s most pleasing manmner.
The programme consisted of a few words of welcome from
the Hou. President, Mra. Claxton, who, though still
suffering from her recent accident, was able to be present.,
An historical sketoh of the Bociety, by Miss Green, which
was 8 beautifully written account of the work carried on
by the Society since ita formation, twenty-one years ago,
an address on the W, C. T. U. Mission work in Australia,
by Mrs. Ardell, of 8yduey, and vocal and violin molos
given by Mies Taylor and Mr. Wallace, respectively,
these added pleasing variety, after which a social hour
was spent.

Erner OLaXTON AYER, Sec.

MISSIONARY LITERATURE,
Written ior the Annual Meeting.

As this is & representative Missionary Meeting, I sup-
pose everyone here is willing to acknowledge that Foreign
Missions have brought a great blessing to them. It has
emphasized the command of our Lord, “ Lift up your
ayes and look on the fields™ ! and turned our thoughts
occasionally from the preasing home ties, the work in our
own ohoroh and land, to the work God ia-doing among
the nations of the earth. Your presence here to-day
proves that you have heard the command and have
looked, and the result has been that one part of India
has become to us sometbing more than a place on the
map. Around nasmes of villages are grouped mission
buildings, the missionaries who ocoupy them, and Telu-
gns whose nawes and work are familiar. The people
stand before us, they are real. TrE MissioNary Linx
and the words of friends who have llved among the
Telugus have done this for us.

We who feel how sweet a thing it is, to be thus brought
into sympathy with God’s'great purpose—** Who would
have all men to be saved "—naturally desire to interest
others in this blessed work. The great question is how
to do it. As people will not take an interest in generali-
ties, we must try and make the Telugus rise above the
vast millions which form the great heathen world, and
become distinct and individual. How did they become
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sotous? Was it from the words of a missionary who
had lived amongst them? Then we will probably seek
to get those whose help we desire, to hear miesionaries
spesk of the field. Or did the reading a description of
the labors of some devoted enthusiastio soul in heathen
lands, first kindle a desire to shars in such work, and
our thoughts naturally turned to the feld which God haa
given Oapadian Baptists to evangelize? 1f so, how im-
portant to try and persuade others to read similar books
or leaflets.

The use of Missionary Literature has proved one of
the most efficient means of increasing the interest in
Missions. The Rev. J. 8. Forbes has eaid such wise
things on this subject, that I have taken the liberty of
copying some of his remarks : )

““The mission enterprise has & great literature. Are
wo using either its great books, or the lighter and meore
ephemeral form it aasumes—ita periodicals—as we might,
to quicken the heartp Gt Christisn pecple? We want
something to keep the stream of interest and benevolence
always bubbling up fresh and strong. The whole cause
depends on love and interest, and one great instrument
for fostering this remains largely unused. We have got
a new devotional library in Missionary literature, and if
our ministers and people would use it more, the apiritual
temperature of the churches would rise right away. There
have been a number of Miasionary biographies published
within the last few years that it is impossible for any
man to read, as they should be read, without indescrib-
able emotion, and without the perfume of the presence
of the Master being sensibly felt. The Holy Spirit uses
these books. The power of God ia in them. The doubter
deplores the cessation of miracles. Tho missionary showa
him facts that make bim question if they have stopped at
all. The Apostlea never laboured amongst savages. They
never had to give a written language to their converts in
which to enshrine New Testament teaching. Missions
are doing all this, and more ; to-dsy Christianity is win-
ning for itself new homes, and its proof is along the lines
by which appeal is beat made to the modern man. It is
continuing spiritual experiences the counterpart of those
at Pentecost, that demonstrate the incoming of a new
force into the’ world. Tho ory about the decay of con-
versiona in modern times dves not find justification in
the mission field. 2,000 Telugus have been baptized in
one dag, 10,000 in a year. Five years' labor for nota
convert among the Kols; tiren, in eighteen years, 10,000,
and the (Gospel spoutaneously propagating itself. Fiji,
cannibal sixty years ago ; to-day with 100,000 in church

' attendsuce, and mission work of its own. Hawalii, with
1,700 converta admitted in & day and 27,000 in six yesrs.
The Karens, touched by a mission that has passed
through a baptism of blood—a missionary dying on an
average overy year for forty-eight yesrs—to-day a Chria-
tian nation ; and so forth.

‘“Many in the churches are not helping, nor giviog,
because they do not know what is going on; they must
be made to know. We might wake a grester effort to
put in peuple’s hande cheap and attractive editions of
great missionary biographies. There sre no bouoks so
influential ; & multitude of soldiers, statesmen, scholars,
and thinkers have been made by rending lives, and a
multitude of missionaries.

** Just look, even in our times, at the power of one
book. Besant writes ‘ All Sorts and Conditions of Men,’
and the People's Palace rises to bless the dull lives of
the East End. Booth sends out his ‘ Darkest Eugland.’
Money pours in, and his rescue homes and colonies
begin. Paton writes his Autobiography, and a stream
of interest, bearing gifts and service, seta in towards the
New Hebrides Mission, and every other Christian mis-
sion, wider and deeper than ever before.”

In both of our Women's Societies there are s number
of books and lesflets at present unused, which in the
hands of those now indifferent to missions, might change
the course of their lives. Enthusiasm is most contagious.
Let us get our own zeal kindled by reading of the zeal of
others, and then looking to God to bless our efforts, try
to induce others to take the books and read them.

When we think of Foreign Missions, does it not sesm
as if we had climbed to 8 mountain top, the strong breeze
of a new and varied life was blowing upon ug, and the
great world lay stretched before our sight? As the dif-
ferant countries pasa before our mental vision, men who
ware and are mighty in faith, walk through the oities,
stand on the lake shores, pass up the rivers, and pointing
to throngs of former heathen, bid us see how the grace
of Gug haa enabled them also, to love mercy, to do justly
and to walk humbly before God.

Do you want the Victoria Nyanza to be more than a
name to you, then rend McKay of Ugsnda, and the
Waguundas will throng its shores, and show you how the
African can not only love, but die for Christ 7 Do you
want the Congo to be something more than a black line
on the map, then read the records of its mission work,
and see Greufell, Comber, Richards and others among
the very cannibale which Stanley saw, mho are now
clothed and in their right mind and praising God by lip

and life.™
AmeLia Muik,
Montreal.

*THE PROSPEC'S OF MARTHA.”

HY ANNE JAY, AUTHOR OF " MEG, MAIN OF ALL WORK."'

It's my prospec’s, my dear, as keeps me goin’, an old
friend of mine explained one day. She and 1 were ait-
ting in her little room, one of many others in a lung row
of brick cottages and facing a similar line of mongtony
on the opposite side. 1 used often to wonder to myself,
what life would be like, if prssed amid such common-
place, colorless surroundings.
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But Martha could-not be happier, had she been born
a princess and lived in a palace. Her one room was
bright and beautifully clean, and the dull papered walls
gay with colored prints and cards. In one corner stood
s small bed, covered to the floor with a spread of staring
cretonne. It had taken a lot of conjuring, Martha as-
sured me, to piece the frill. On the other side of the
tiroplace was a high shelf draped to matoh the bed, and
holding all Marths's posssrsions in glass and china. Un-
derneath, it served as a storeplace for coal. :

The remainiug bits of furniture could scarcely be ac-
commodated ; but there was space on the window ledge
for a few geraniums and old books. Abovethe chimney-
piece, with its array of phomgraghn in frames, and fun-
eral and birthday cards, hung a faded motto that I never
tired of reading.

* Let thy mind's sweetness have his operation
Upon thy body, clothes, nnd habitation.”

The lines are by George Herbert, and were done in
India ink by the oaly mistress Martha had ever known,

To-day, as the old woman asat sewing with her clever
left hand, I asked if she ever wearied of her solitary life,
for Martha was the last of a large family.

**My dear,” she answered me, *'if I do tire of sittin’
here all alone and thinkin', I begin to bustle about a bit.
And I think to myself it's not goin’ to last for ever or for
long. I'ts my prospec's, you see, 88 keeps me goin’.”

** You’ll be havin’ a change sBoon wo ‘‘the green pasa-
tures and the still waters,’ Martha,"” said I, ‘‘and won't
that satisfy you?"”

*It may be, mv dear, I think too much sbout that
blessed place, till I get reatless with longin’, and want to
hurry in. My mother often used to say, ' Why, Martha,
child, you've got no waitin’ in you'; but I've learn’t to
wait better in seventy years. 1 was barely seven when
mother died, yet I know her face quite well, for I see it
in my dreams. How I do love my mother | I've been
savin' up things to tell her all these yeara. It was after
ber laat baby was born, dyin’ the day after, that she went
right off ber head, and had to be taken away. I missed
her most of them all, bein' crippled one side and different
from the rest, and I ached to see her again. But a few
months later as I lay in bed by my sisters, I seemed to
seq her face once more. She seemed to come into the
room eoftly, without makin' any sound, and takin' my
lame hand in hers she bent down and kissed it. T was
80 oveijoyed, that T screamed out with delight that mo-.
ther was home again | It was the middle of the night,
and father came into our room rather cross at bein’ dis-
turbed. ‘ You've been dreamin’, child, he aaid sharply ;
*lie down again, and don’t be wakin’ us out of our sleep
at theae hours of the night.’ So I lay down and cried
myself to sleep. I wanted my mother to come again and
kiss me. The next day there wasa loud knock at our
door. A letter had come from the ssylum, sayin’' m,
mother had died in her sleep | I had af;mya loved wor
of any sort, and on washiu' days my mother would give
me a wouden box Lo serub, to keep me quiet. When she
was gune my sister needed sll the help ‘} could give her.
She used to stand me on a stool to be nearer the wash
tub, out of which I sorted the clothes. I wasonly seven,
and my sister would laugh and tell me that I was wringin’
my little hands instead of the wet clothes,” ™~

** Martha,” I exclaimed one day, when vainly urging
her to start a cap, ‘' you are.over seventy, you know, but
your face is round and your cheeks are red, and you /'
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laugh and sing like a girl. Do you never mean to grow
old?"

‘“Never, my dear, if I can help it,"” said she. *‘I
don’t eeem to have lived long enough in the world to feel
old yet.” -

‘“Ah ! Martha,” said I, you were wise after all to stay
an old maid. You have no care to bother your life and
wrinkle that smooth brow of youra.”

Her oyes twinkled for 8 momont. ‘T think-so now,’
sho answered ; ‘‘ thu’ there was a time when I fancied a
home of my own. But there, dear, when I see the sor-
rows of the married people, and the trials they have to
put up with, why I thank the Lord who kept me by His
grace ' ; and the old woman bowed her head and folded
her left hand over the lame one reverently.

Then for the twentieth time Martha to{d of the days
when she kept a dame schos), and how o certamn Jim
walked with her to church. *‘T wasn't much to look at,
by all accounts,” she explained dryly ; but I had fair
hair like my mother, and blue eyes, before I cried the
oolor out of them. And on Bundays when I wore a white
straw boanet, lined with blue, I used to like to look in
the glaes, and ‘ Patty, girl, you do look fine!’ I would
say to myself. But I've been took down since then, my
dear, and I only look now in that bit of glass to see if
my hair is parted straight.”

When service had proved too much for Martha's wiling
pair of legs, she tovk a tiny cottage, and for love of little
children, taught them all she knew. Bhe had never had
much schooling besides learning to read and write. Nee-
dlework took the plags of sums in Martha's school, and
as she sometimes would say, ** The world wasn't Bo for-
ward forty years ago.” After a time, Jim left off coming,
and walked to church with somebody else. But Martha

rieved more when scarlet fever broie out and scattered

er tiny scholars. Then her own health gave way, and
then her brain. 8he went *‘ melancholy,” and was sent
away to a neighboring asylum. * There she employed her
time in mending the olothes of the other inmates. It
was the only way to keep her from singing hymns all day,
the nurses said.  After she had been nine years in the
asylum the doctors told Martha they had done all they
could do for her. Bhe must wait on in patience,

**Then I will go to the Great Physician,” she had an-
swered them quietly.

‘* And 80 I did,” Martha told me. I asked the chap-
lain to write all about me on » paper. 1 said it was for
s partio'far friend. When all were asleep in the ward
that night, T orept out and kneeled down and laid the
letter on my bed. ¢ Almighty Lord,' 1 said, ‘I'm not
Eood at speakin’ for myself, and there are things I forget.

ut it's all here in writin’, and how 1 want to get well.
Thy will be done. Amen.’

I knelt there a long time, till I was sure He'd heard,
and then I lay down to sleep. After a year I got better
and came away.”

** And then, Martha 7" I would say, for she loved to
tell the whole story.

‘“Then, my dear, T went back to the place where I'd
kept achool and into the parish infirmary. They said it
was the beat thing for me. And after a bit I settled down
and helped nurse the sick and wos content. The matron
soon found I could do needlowork, and she gave me

lcoty of stuff gowne and coarse sheets to sew. She said
worked like a Briton. It's a wonder to me now, how
this little left hand got through so much. But & new
master came, and he made me go into the housa. And
oh! my dear, 1 couldn't bear myself with the women
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there. Tt was a'most like livin’ in 8odom and Gomorrah.
So I bothought me how my Lord had unlooked the great
door of the asylum and let me go, and I asked Him to
undo the door of the workhouss, tro. The women found
me prayin’ in an empty place under the roof one day, and
they said I should see ghosts. But [ looked t« see God's
angel come and let me out, and I wasn’t afeared of ghosts.
The Guardiana gave me leave to go at last, and a visitin’
lady found me a room in the parish. I walked down the
hard stone-pavin’ that day like a bird set frec from its
cage, and I sang, too, My room was up some narrow
stairs, and emallor than thia, but it only coat me oighteen
pence a week, and I could see my old church from the
window. I used to sing all day at firat, but the landlady
ssid ahe wasn't musical and the noise disturbed her at her
work. 8o I took to hummin’ the tunes instead. To be
sure it was a bit dull before I got used to sittin’ by my-
sell. * But it's only lodgin’ you are hero, Patty,” aaid 1
to myself, ‘ and heaven 18 your homs.' And, my dear,
that's why I’m careful to laave things tidy at night before
1 guto bed. There’s no knowin' if I mightn't be home
before mornin'.”

** And how did you make ends moet, Martha 7" I in-
quired,

** The Board sllowed me half a orown s week and a
loaf, and my ladies gave me a shillin’ and sixpence be-
tweon them. 8o with a little sewin’ | managed to scrape
along.

““No, I wasn't to say well off,” Martha acknowledged,
answering my rather incredulous look ; ‘' and I only had
meat for a treat. But my worat daye were Sundays, if 1
hadn’t eaved a pouny for the box. I used to feel so
ashamed before the Lord, and my face went scarlet whon
the boxes passed by—'specially the time when they col-
lected for the Jows,”

* And why the Jews 1" asked 1, ignorantly.

** Why, oaly think what we owe them, mydear'@ It
was them Jaraelites who ’presarvcd our Bible when all
the world was drowned |’

1 did not argue the point, and Martha continued her
history.

** But things are lookin' up now,” said she; ‘' friends
have come to me, one after another, and nune of you will
aver lot me want—least of all, my Lord. It waa ounly
laat Saturday night, when I had cleaned up my place and
myself, too, and got into bed by the light of the fire—-it
was then, when I Rud repeated * Tumorrow, Lord, is
Thine,’ as my mother fught me, and was lookin’ round
my little room, that the thought of my comforts overcame
me. And I was bound to say it out lvud, my dear,
‘ Bleas the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His bene-
fita! "

Sundays are gala days to the little woman, and now
that she is us?ng rich on six shillings a week, she gives
double to Lﬁe Jews. On ‘‘the Day of days” she rises
an hour earljer than usual, and is the firsc of the congre-
ation to arrive at church. [ often wonder whether

rtha altogether understands the sermons. But be-
cause she gues, expeoting to be taught, she nover seems
allowed to come empty away.

“1 was always partial to ministers,” Martha tells me,
‘*and I hope to stand near them in heaven.”

Wheu quite s tiny ohild she would follow the funerals
into the cemetery and keep close to the clergyman in his
white surplice.

One day I happened on a grievance that had lurked
for years in the old woman's secret soul. To have been

named Martha instead of Mary, was a trouble she had
never quite got over.

‘* Maybe it was to keep me humble,” she admitted sor-
rowfully, *‘ or T might be sattin’ up to be better than I
am. But I never could abide that busy-bodying woman,
ond she findin’ fault with my Lord! But there,” ex-
claimod my old friend, her {ace suddenly clearing, *‘if I
be named Martha instead of Mary, He knows I have
chosen the better part.”—§t. John's Parish Magazine.

COLLECTING.
ExperieNces ReporTED nY Some o Tug COLLECTOBS.

Ginrs, —Good morning, ladies.

Miss C. I.—1 hope you bring us plenty of mouney, and
that you have enjoyed making the visits, too.

Arice.—We really have enjoyed it, though in various
ways. Shall we wl(our experience 1

Mg D.—Yes, if you please.

Cargir.—Firat, we onlled on Mrs. Brisk. That call
was finished in s hurry, I assure you. ‘' Missionary
offering 7" said she. ‘' Yes, indeed ! Walk right in;
it'a all counted out! Thought you'd be heresoon. Here
it is. Can't say I wish 'twas more, because it's just ac-
cording to my means, and the Lord has the regulating of
them. I won't ask you to sit down, for I suppose you've
ever 8o many places to go to ; besides, I'm as busy as a
bee myself | ” 8o off she flew, and we walked off, having
obtained the money in less time than we have taken to
tell it.

Miss A.— Where next ?

Busie.—We went to Mrs. Kindly's, Mrs. Allright's,
and Mrs. Ready's. They all had a pleasant word for us,
and cheerfully gave their contribution. Mrs. Kindly
said it was very good of us to go round 80, and aave peo-
ple the trouble of sending in their money. Here are
their gifts. Now, Alice, you tell the next story.

Avtce.—Well, then, our next visit was to Mrs. Splen-
did. ** Mission-school money 7" aaid she, *‘ What mis-
sion-school 7" 8o I told her about the mission-school we
support in India, how hopeful we were of the good it was
duing, and how glad we were of the good it had done.
I thought I was making such a moving speech !

Carmik.—It proved so ; for Mra. Splendid said, ‘I
have many calls for my money, young ladies; I have
nothing for you to-day.” And she moved in, and we
moved out. Just think of it! Such lots of money as
Mes. Splendid has!

Misy C.—Hers, girls, is a lesson™ for you: when you
meet such rebuffs, take them in a gentle spirit. Judge
not, but try to feul kindly toward the selﬁag and ungea-
erous, and then dismiss them from your thoughts, as
Mrs. Splendid dismissed you from her door.

Busre.—Can't we call her shabby 7

Miss 1).—** Not a bit of it | " a8 you girla say. Just
say nothing about her.

Acice.—Then we went to seo lame Jenny., We didn't
think she vught to give anything, she is so very poor;
but Susio said we would go in and tell her what we were
doing. .

Miss A.—Poor patient sufferer !
you?

Carrig.—She clapped her little thin hands, and said
she was 80 glad we had come! Bhe had been thinking
8o much, since she cannot go to church and Sunday-

What did she say to
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school, of the heathen children, who never had a church
or Sunday-school, and who know nothing sbout the
Heavenlg Father's book.

Miss B.—But, of course, you didn't ask her to give

aaything

usle.—Ask her! We hadn't the chance | She said
at once, ‘' you must have my mission-offering, only you
will have to wait while I go to the bank for it.”

Miss 0.—Go to the bank, when she cannot walk a
step |

Avice.—Yes. 8he took
made believe knack at the
bo—dtg 1" said she.

** How muoch do you want 1" she made believe anawer
from within.

** All you have,” said she.
mission-offering,” said Jenny.

“‘ Yes ! here it is. Come down the chimuey and get it.
You know hhe—i‘hﬂ'lm turn the pennies out at the chim-
ney-top ; so she counted them out and made us take
them. .

Carnre. —I asked if she wonldn't need it for sornething.
She said no ; it was given her to buy sweets with ; but
if miasionary sweots tasted better to her than any others,
she ought to have her choice.

Miss D.—Oh | girls, I dou't need to tell you to learn a
lesson from her aweet self-denying spirit !

Susre.—I think we did. We were intending to buy
us each a new ribbon on our way home ; we had been
choosing between blue and pink. Whan we left Jenny's
Alice said, ** Girls, how would you like misionary corur
for our ribbons 1" We took the hint, and all decided to
have that color,

Avice.—Only, ladies, as we are indebted to Jenny for
the plan, we think the money ought to go against her
name, and we have put it so.

Miss A.—That’s right ! She will be a0 happy when
she knows her humble example has influenced you in the
right way.

Miss B.—Did you go to Mrs, Dillydally’s?

CARRIE.—Yes. Shesaid, ** Well, she'd see ; she didn't
know. How much did the deacons’ wife give? How
much did the pastor's wife give 1 For her part, it seemed
as if there waa alwayas something coming. We might call
again ; she'd see about it.

Miss C.—And Mrs. 8harpe 1

8usig.--Oh ! ehe said Mr. Sharpe gave enough already !
She couldn't be bothered ! And she aaid good morning
as quiokly as Mrs. Brisk ; but oh, in such a different
tone !

- Misy D.—Here is more money than your list of names
accounts for ; how is that ? ;

Attce.—I'll tell you. It was so funny! Woe saw Mr.
Cross coming down the street. You know he is as rich
as can be, but don’t believe in missions, nor Sunday-
schools, nor anything of the kind. Carrie said, ** Let's
storm tho enemy's fortress, and see what we can get.”

Cagrrte.—8o I told him our mission-work, and politely
asked for a contribution.

Mias A, —What did he say ?

Oannie.—He lifted both handa and rolled up his eyes
and said, ‘“ The beggars are coming to town!' That
roused me ! I told him we were no beggars ; that the
mission cause was God's cause ; that we were very young,
but we meant to try and do what we could for the cause,
and for God ; and if he pleased, I preferred he would
never call us beggars again !

Miss B.—1 Lope you did not mako him vexed. -

er little tin saving-bank, and
oor. ‘‘Any money for me

** What for?”  “‘For my

Avice.—I rather think not. He looked steadily at
Carrie as if thinking of what she had said. Then the
queer man said, ‘° Hold out your hands!” We did so.
and he dropped a penny into every one, saying, ‘' that's
for your mission. Then he made a low bow to Oarrie,
and said, laying a sovereign in her hand, *‘respected
madam, that is gor your preach!”

Miss 0.—Well done, Catrie | I never knew a mission
‘¢ preach " have any effect on him bofore. I hope it may
be lasting. :

qu" D.—You had Mrs. Fiutter's name ; what did she
say

Busie.—8he said, ** Deary-me, no ! She just couldn't.
Everything was so high | Bad as war-times | Elizaboth
Eliza was taking music lessons, and deary-me, it cost so
muoh | And E%izabeth Eliza must have a new ailk dress,
and deary-me ‘' charity begina at home,’ and deary-me,
she just couldn't!” So abe didn’t.

Arice.—Oh | bat the last place was so different ! Dear
Grandmother Eld gave her money, with her poor trem-
bling fingers, and then she talked to us so sweetly !

Canrir.—Yes. She told us how glad she was, we were
beginning so young to work in the tfem- Lord's vineyard.
Then she showed us a little ivory box on her shelf, in
which she had kept her mission fund for forty years.

8usie.- - And she said, ** Next year, when you come, I
don’t think 1 shall be here, I think I shall be in the
beautiful city, whose gates are of pearl. Busmy offering,”
said she, '* I shall leave in the box, and you may open i1,
and find it, and take it. Then she prayed God to bless
us, and we came away.

Miss A.—Young ladies, we are highly gratitied at your
report. You have not only brought us a good large sum
of money, but your experience has been both useful to
yourselves and pleasant to us. And we shall certainly
move st our next meeting that you all be re-appointed as
young lady collectora for the coming year.

TWotrk #Hbroad.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER.

¢ In their village is also a petty Rajah, and as the
teacher thought the Ranee would receive us, we went.
The fort is well protected, as we had to pass through
three gateways in immense walls, before we reached the
Ranee’s compartments. Two of theso gates stood 16 feet
high, I presume, and were studded with iron spikes, but
they were all open when we want. We waited for some
time before we obtained permission to enter, but after
passing through all these gateways we atill had another
door in a wall to pass through before we saw the women
standiog in their different doorways in the open enclosed
square. Here wo saw three chairs set for us (Miss Prieat
was with mo), 8o we took seats, and her Majesty came
also and eat down in a chair. She also, is a widow, but
seemed to have quite o number of daughters-in-law, and
she is related to the Ranee in Ramachandrapuram, whom
we visit. She seemed to enjoy our visit, and to nearly
everything we said she would aay, ** That is good.” So
this is the third Ranee whom we visit. The one in R.,

t
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the one in Dodambelts, of whom 1 wrote in Tar Link,
and this one. You will probablythinkthe Rajah’sarerather
cheap in these parts, 'still, not nearly every village has a
Rajah, and these villages which have them have only one.
[ am glad to tell them of Jesus, born of the royal house
of David, and yet born in obscurity, that He might lift
us up out of our obscurity and mske us kings and priests
with God.

** When I wrote you before, I wasin Cocanada. .1 ataid
a few days and went back, and finding the wifo of one of
our teachers very ill, out of her mind in fact, I sssumed
~ the care of her, for my heart wasdeeply troubled for her.
The villages thinking such are poasessed with a demon,
treat her accordingly, and beat her, and s0 on. 1f they
would only thus harshly treat Satan in their own hearts
we might have some hope of their salvation. I brought
hor to the compound where the dresser in R. treated her,

befors. The Lord has been very gracious to me, and
while for a few weeks at first 1 thought I had perhaps
been over presumptuous in letting Mise MoLend go, 1
feel sure again that it was the best thing. B8hbe, too, has
maqge one trip in the Peddapuram field and the houses
in Peddapuram itself a town of some 12,000 inhabitants,
have been openingto her in a remarkable way. So her
work there will be well begun before the Walker's muat
leave for home. I feel happy in the Saviour, sud be-
lieve He has wonderfully helped me and bleat me, blessed
be His name. Different ones are coming to stay with
me, aud tour with me, so that 1 sball hardly be alone
before the missionaries return ; but it is not that I need
them 8o mwuch, only, of course, I shall be glad of their
help and their companyv,\":z
8. I. Haren.”

MisstoN House AT RAMACHANDRAPURAM.

A WELCOME MEETING.

and she was on her wayto redoveryapparently, when lagain
began to feel miserable and as Mrs. 8mith had been in-
viting me to visit Yellamanchili to see some of the work
there, I went there, thinking the change would do me
good. I went and saw the work in Narsapatuam, spe-
cially where Mr. Barrow used to work, and where Miss
McLaurin has been working amongst the women. We
had s real good time. I spent a few days in Tuni, on the
way home, and brought Miss Prieat back to tour with
me, and have been touring almost ever since. She staid
two weeks. I went in to some special meotings to Co-
canada, spending two 8undays there, and touriug mean-
while in some of our villages near. I have been very
well, indeed, since I came back from Yellomanchili, and
baven't thought of being lonesome at all, 8o I know now
that it was because I was run down that I felt as I did

k]

We arrived in Cocanada December 1st, 1897. After a
long wearisome journey by land and ses, it was s joy to
be back in the Mission House once ugain, surrounded by
fellow-missionaries and native Chriatiane ;thm we had
learned to love in the years gone by. Duriz@ the short
apace of twenty montha changes had taken place on the
tield among the Christians. Some families we had known
well had been divided. Women whose faces bore traces
of sorrow came to us with their little ones, to tell the sad
news that cholera had taken away their husbands. Other
faces were missing, and on inquiry I found that they too
had goue to the better land. But many came with gifts
and smiles, oxpressing their gratitude because of our
return.
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On the 10th of December our missionaries all came in
from their various atations, and after mush prayer and
deliberation, appointed us to our fields of labor.

We were appointed to take charge of the work on the
Ramachandrapuram field. 8o we planned to go out and
see the house and find out what furniture and other sup-
plies would be needed for the work. Miss Hatch kindly
arranged to send her hoat to Kadiam, a village about 16
miles from Ramachandrapuram, to meet us, and we took
the train from Cneanada to that point, a distance of about
33 miles. We arrived at the station at & p.m., but no
boat was to be seen on the canal. We sat on a bench
outside and wrote home lettera till dark, and still no
boat appeared. There was no waiting room at the sta-
tion, but the station-master kindly invited us into the
telegraph office and gave Mrs. Davis a stool and a place
at his table to write, while I walked down the bank of
the cansl looking for the boat. As it was nowhere to be
seen I soon returned, and after partaking of a lunch we
had brought with us, we carried in the bench from the
outaide and made up a bed for our little boy and scon be
was fast asleep. Mrs. Davis then returned to her writ-
ing and I continued visiting the canal bank and inguir-
ing from passing boatruen if they had seen the Missams's
boat. About 10 o'clock Mrs. Davis joined me and we
walked some distance down the canal bank, but no boat
appeared. We then returned to the little telegraph
office and look8a about the room for & place to lie down
sud rest. We saw two cuphosrds in which were kept
the tickets, stationery, etc., belonging to the Railway.
We had some boxes removed from the top of these oup-
boards, and by the aid of & high atool we ascended and
laid ourselves down to rest.

My auxiety to reach Ramachandrspuram before aun-
rise, together with the hardness of the bed, kept me
from sleeping. 8o from that time till 6 o’clock in the
morning I was up every hour and down to the canal
bank, locking for the boat. Each time I heard the
boatmen's song, I hoped it was our boat they were pull-
ing. But boats passed and repassed till 6 o'clock in the
morning, when I sent a messenger down the cansl to
look for it. Boon after this I learned from other boat.
men that Miss Hatch’s boat was about 4 miles down the
canal. 8o Mrs. Davis, Georgie and I started to meet it.
We had walked about a mile, when we suddenly saw it
coming around a bend in the canal. We were soon
aboard : and having called fresh coolies and turned the
boat around, we set in motion towards Ramachandrapu-
ram. We arrived at Passalipudi lock about noon and
got into a littlo single ox-cart and wore driven a mile
and a-quarter to the Mission House.

Here we learned that the boat Serang had disobeyed
orders and had tied the boat up to the bank of the canal
all night, instead of having it pulled up for us.

This delayrremindéd us that we wero back in Indis,
where the maxim is, ‘' never do to.-morrow what yu
can put off till the day after.”

About 3 o'clock in the afternoon some 35 Christinns
assembled to say farewell to Mr. Walker, and welcome
to us. Mrs. MoLaurir, the mother of our mission, was
visiting Miss Hatch and received a hearty greeting from
the Obristians. We assembled in a house the walla uf
which were built of mud and the roof made of bambao
poles and palm leaves. The floor also was made of mud,
and tho white anta bad nearly esten up the roof. The
walls slso wore all honeycombed by the suts, and here
and there parts of the walls had fallen down. Here,
within this crude enclosure, a few Christians who hsd
come from the outcasts and were consequently poor and
ill clad, gathered to welcome us. I could not help con
trasting this welcome meeting with the farewell given us
in Jarvis 8t. church, Toronto. There, a congregation of
men and women of wealth and culture, amid beautifs)
surroundings, bade us farewell. Here, the poor and
ignorax;t—those who are considered to be lower than
dogs by the Hindus—gathered in a cattle shed to bid us
welcome. A

But their hearts were just as warin as tho hearta of our
brethren and eistera in Jarvis St., and their welcome
just as hearty as the farewells given us at home. Most
of them had given up thoir work in the fields and had
lost a day’s pay to coms and welcome us. This means »
good deal when we remember that they only get about 7
cents s day, sud rice and all other kinds of food are still
very dear,

As we laid ourselves down to rest st night in the com-
fortable bungalow built by Bro. Moleod, we remerabered
that he and Mrs. MoLeod lived for 8 or 10 months in
that old mud shed where the Christians had welcomed
us in the afternoon. And our hearts went up in prayer
for our devoted brother and his sick wife down by the
sea,

The next day, as the boat had gone away with Mrs.
MecLaurin, Mrs. Davis and I called two single ox.carts
and got in with our baggage and little boy, and rode 1!
miles to the nearest railway station snd took the train
for Cocanada. The night on the oupboard in Kadiam
and the 1} miles’ ride through the hot aun in a jolting
ox-cart was rather much for Mrs. Davis. But a few
daya’ rest has restored her strength.

We are now waiting for the arrival of our boxes and
are securing furniture and other aupplies needed for the
prosecution of the work on the Ramechandrapuram field.
We are greatly in need of a new boat and a new chapel.
Wae believe the Lord will fulfil both of these needs, when
it is for our good and His glory.

Yours, in Hia vineyard,
J. E. Davis.



THE CANADIAN MXSSIONARY LINK. 89

mllork at 1bome

NEWS FROM CIRCLES.

Pastey.—We held our Thank-offering mesting on
Sunduy, November 28th, at the hour of our usual mora-
iny service. Our President, Mra. Stevens, presided, and
led the devotional oxercises, after which Miss Maggie
Fisher read a very interesting and profitable paper on the
work. The Secretary then gave a report of the year's
work done by the Women's Home and Foreign Mission
Societies in Ontario, Quebec, and the North-West, after
which Hester Campbell gave a very suitable recitation.
The collection waa then taken up by two of the sisters, in
onvolopes, which waa given reasons for thankfulness ; the
roading of these furmed part of the programme. Then
followed av address from our pastor, on the work done
throughout the land by the women.

The ohureh choir rendered suitable music throughout
the programme. The collection smounted to 812.04, to
be equally divided between Bome and Fureign Missions.

W take 30 Visitors and 13 Lanxs.

Mus. Bucnanan, Sec.

P.8.—We have 23 members now in good stauding.

Paisley, December 24, 1897.

Kine, BerReEL, —On. September 13th, we held our
annual open meeting, wheu interesting and instructive
addresses were delivered by Miss M. Rogers, of Toronto,
and Rev. Mr. McAlpine, of Whitby. The latter speaker
favoring us with several selections of musio, accompany-
ing himself on his guitar, Reports from sister societies
were then read, and a report of the year's work done hy
our own Cirole showed an increase in membership, in
funds and in interest. Hoping that the Master may still
continue to bless our efforts in this work, and to His
name will we asoribe all the glory.

L. E. N., Sec.

S1. Georer.—The annual Thank-offering service of
the Circle was held in the church, on the afternoon of
Nov. 17th. Our President, Mrs. E. Patten, occupied
the chair, After singing, ** To the Work, to the Work,"”
an appropriate portion of Scripture was read, and Mrs.
Colline, of Paris, led in prayer. We were then delighted
to hear from Miss Simpson.” She gave us s vivid and
interesting account of her work in far away India. Miss
Simpeon has oharge of the Caste Girls’ School at
Cocanada. A solo, *“Just for To.day,” by Miss Allie
Boll, was much appreciated. A recitation by Maudie
Allaway was well rendered. A pretty solo, ** The Morn-
ing Breaks upon the Gloom," wes sung by Miss Lilly
Mihell. The ladies put their offerings in envelopes with
a suitable text of Soripture. These were opened by two

sisters and read. Thank-offering 810, to be equally
divided between Home and Foreign Missicas. The
meeting closed with singing, *‘ Praise God from Whom
All Blessings Flow."” After the meeting a very pleasant
time was spent in a social way. M. B., Sec.

NorwicH. —Wishing to have a larger attendance at
our Thanksgiving meeting and, if possible, increase the
number of members of our Circle, we wrote special
invitations to the women of our church, asking them to
meet with us on Wednesday, Dec. lat. Quito a goodly
number responded. Our Pres., Mrs. Newton, took
charge of the programme. After a short Bible lesson
and a few extracts had been read, Mrs. (Rev.) D. B.
Cohoe, whom we are glad to welcome as 4 new member,
addressed us on the subject of the ‘‘Physical Condition
of the Women of India.” A cup of coffes, with bresd
snd butter, served to complete a pleasant and profitable
sfternoon. The visible results were some new members,
4 thank-offering of 86, and we hope it will result in an
increased attendance M our regular meetings.

L. M. Gray.

PerroLEs.—The Ladies’ Mission Circle of the Baptist
church held a special Thauk-offering meeting on Dec. 7,
1897. The attendance was larger than usual. Vice-
President, Mrs. Stonehouse, occupied the chair, and
made an earnest appeal to the ladies to become more
interested in mission work. A short programme was
liatened to with pleasure. The envelopes were opened
which contained choice verses of Soripture snd other
tokene of thankfuluess. The receipta amounted to $5.35,
to be equally divided among Howe. snd Foreign
Missions. Mgs. J. Dianmonn, Sec.

Uxpripae. —8unday, Nov. 28, the anniversary of our
church, was observed as Missionary Sunday. The offer-
ings taken at both services and Sabbath 8chool, as well
as proceeds of the lecture the following evening, were
devoted entirely to Home and Foreign Missions. We
have been blessed during the past year, many have been
converted, numbers have been added to the church by
baptism. Our church has been repaiuted inside and out,
and according as we have been proupe)ied cheerfully we
give nanto the Lord.

At the close of the Sabbath S8ohoo! we met with the
children and formed a Mission Band, known as the
** Happy Workers Mission Band,” and trost these dear
thildren will be worthy of their name. We have organ-
ized with a full staff of officers and a membership -of
thirty-three, and hope to more than doubly increase our
number before our next anniversary, and that the ohil-
dren will-all be inapired with a true missionary spirit
and a love for God’s work.

Eamxma Torvivg, Cor.-See
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81, THOMAS.—The annusl Thank-offering service of
the Misaion Oircle was held Wednesday afternoon, Deo.
1st. Meeting opened with singing, ‘‘Thanks be to
Jesus, Hiz meroy is freo,” followed by responsive read-
ing on *‘ Systematic Giving.” Prayers were then offered
for the different missions. Several papers were given
bearing on the work done during the year. The
envelopes were gathered and opened, containing offering
and text of Beripture; these were read aloud. Mra.
Hartley led in prayer, asking God's blessing on the
offering. Tea was served at 8 o'clock to a largo number
of members of Circle and friends. At 8 o'clock a public
meeting wes held. The programme for the evening con-
sisted of music, recitations and an interesting address by
Rev. Mr. Reekie, who apoke of the religious habite and
customs of the people of Bolivia. The meeting closed
with prayer by Rev. Mr. Hartley. The Thank-offering
amounted to $40.70,

K. McGaie, Sec.

Hasruron.—The Women's Bome and Foreign Mission
Circle, Victoria Avenue Church, held their annual Thank-
offering meeting on Thuraday evening, November 2nd,
the President, Mrs. Barker, in the chair. Thero was a
good attendance,

The following programme was given :—

Hymn—** Ye Christian heralds, go, proclaim.”

Prayer—Roev. J. F. Barker,

Reading of Scripture, by the President.

Quartette—**Lend a hand,” Mrs. Howland, Miss
Armstrong, Messrs. J. E. Wodell, C. W. Upasdell.

Recitation—Miss Edpa Steer.

Pwading of minutes of opeu meeting of December, 1896,
by the Becretary.

Reading—** Thankagiving Ann,"” by Mrs. Millar.

Dustt—** Scatter sunshine,” Mesdames Howland and
H. Shork.

Recitation—'* Wanted for the King, by Mise M. Bird-
aall.

Solo—Mrs. H. Walker.

We had with us Mr. and Mrs. Horne, returned mis-
sionaries from China, who gave addresses, telling of their
work in that far-off land. They return in January to their
much-loved work. Mrs. Horne is a member of our
church. We pray that God may blesa their labors in
the conversion of precious souls.

Hymn-—** Jesus shall reign.”

Closing prayer and benediction, Rev. J. F. Barker.
The thank-offering was 816.

Refreshments were served at the close, and a vory
pleasant and profitable time was spent together.

—— = Nec.

BUREAU OF MISSIONARY INFORMATION.

OIROULATING LIBRARY.

The following books will be sent to the address of any of
our sisters in Canada on receiptof Go. (to caver postage), uud
may be retained for two months :

BOOKS ON INDIA.

Soramporo Letters (about Carey), Wm. Carey, Hervines
of the Mission Field, Lady Missionaries in Foreign La.uls,
Everyday Life in India, Hindu Women, From Darkness to
Daylight (Hindu tale })y Dr. Clough), The Unfulfilled Con
mission (Hindu tale by Mr. Stillwell), Telagu Sorap Buuk,
Lone Star Mission, India, by G. T. Gracey, India—What it
oan Teach us, In Brightest Asia, World Tour of Missions,
Our Gold Mine, Woman's Medical Wérk tn Foreign Lands,
Decenninl Missionary Conference at Calcuttn, Prize Essay on
Missions, Missionary Sketches, Our Eastern Sistors, The
History of the Telugu Mission (Dr. Downlie), Four Heroer
of India, The Brahmin’s Plot, Ono Hundred Yoars of Baptit
Missions (Stillwell), Report of Canndian Telugn Mission,
1893, The Story of the Two Hindu Friends, The Miracles of
Missions, John Thomas.

CHINA.

The Crisis of Misaions, Pagods S8hadows (Chinesc taic.
Days of Bleasing in Inland Chins, In Brightest Asia, World
Toar of Missions, Heroines of the Mission Field, Lady Mis
sionaries in Foreign Lands, Our Gold Mine, Women's Med:
cal Work in Foreign Lands, Prize Kssay on Missioos, Mis
sionary Sketches, Our Eostern Sisters, Griffith John (Founder
of the Hankow Mission), Robert Morrison (Pioneer of Chines:
Missions), The Miracles of Missions, In the Fur\l".ut.‘

BURMAH.

Heroines of the Mission Field, Lady Missionaries in For
eign Lands, In Brightest Asin, World Tour of Missions, Uut
;old Mipe, Prize Esany on Missions, Women's Medical
Work in Foreign Lands, Missionary Sketches, Qur Eastert
Sisters, History of our Baptist Missions in Burmah (by Mm.
8. G. Titterington)}, The Miracles of Missions, My Child Lije
in Burmah.

APRIOA.

Robert Moffat, David [Livingston, Ssmuel Cruwther,
Thomas Comber, Mackay of Uganda, Work on the Congo
River, Lady Missionaries in Fordign Lauds, Missionary
Sketches, World Tour of Missions, Heroines of the Mission
Fiold, Our Eastern Sisters, Prize Essay on Missions, Thomss
Birch (Missionary to Gold Coast), kifred Saker, The Miracle
of Missions.

JAPAN,

Io Brightest Asia, World Tour of Misslons, Missionery
Horoines, Our Eastern Sleters, Missionary Sketches, Pris
Kenay on Missions.

MISCRLLANROUR.

Do not Say, Self-Giving, Missions in Groece and Palestine,
Bright Bita (Collestion of choice missionary readings and
recitations), History of our Baptist Missions in Europe ant
Bouth America, Jumes Calvert, or, From Dark to Dawn i
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Fiji, Henry Martyn, his Labors in India nnd Persia, John
Williams, the Martyr Miasiooary to Polynesis, Rishop Pat
terson, the Martyr of Melanesla, James Chalmers, Missionary
of New Guiuea, Hane Egede, Missionary to Greealand, Fuel
for Missionary Fires (suggestions and programmes),

MIRSION BANDS.

Children of India, Children of Chine, Children of Mada-
gascor, Childron of all Nations, Children's Work for Chil-
dren, Misslon Band Folios Nos. 1 and 2, Concert Exorcises,
etc., Noe. ! and 2, Mission Band Hymauasl, Bright Bits
(Collection of cholce missionary readings and recitations),
Fuel for Mi y Fires, Missionary Songs.

Address oll ordera to

Mus. C. \V. King,
318 Care 8t., Kingston.

THE WOMEN'S BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY OF ONTARIO WEST.

Receipts from December 16th, 1897, to January 15th, 1898,
snclusive.

From Circurs. —Listowel (81.80 Thank.offecing) 320 :
Port Perry, 82; St. Catharines, Queen St., Thank -offering,
§7.460; Scotland (Thank-offering, $10 80), 816.80; Durham,
Norwich, Thank-r ﬂ'erin*z. 23 ; Strathroy, Thank-offering
Clteapside, 86 ; Beachville (Thank-offering$3.33) 84.59;
Nrssouri, ianb .85 65; Toronto, Bloor 8t. Circles, Thank-offer-
ing £34.63; Bloor Sl Y. W. Auxilisry, 84.15: Bloor 8t ,

T 70, l’Arlinment SL(Thnnk offering 83 556), 87.40 ; Collcge
\v. |Th|mk -offering 85) 85.80 ; Cayuga, North, 82.50 ; Loadon,
Tulbot 8t. (Thank.offering $18.70), 83235 Culchcnter‘
250 ; Haldimand (Thnn&oﬂ'aring. 81.96) 24 35: Mount
Forest (Thank-offering 85), 310.62 ; Winkham {Thank-offer-
ing, 88 65) 810.40; Park Hill, $8.35 ; Bethol (Thank-«ffer-
mg, 82.60), 87.25 ; Forest, 81.90; Hespeler (Thank-offering,
§1.87), 35.87; St. Mary's, 81.10; Barrie, 9 68 : Taronte,
Dovercourt Rd (Thenk-offerin, . 86 07), 812.15; Ussington
Ave, (Thonk-offering, $1.03), 87.80; Westorn Ch., Lans.
downe Ave., Thank-offerin 86 85 : Walkerton (Thank-offer-
ing, 86.53), Bll 85 : Brpoklin, $8.50,; Cramahe {specisl 82),
$H; London Sonth (Thask- oﬂ'urmgu\ﬂ 45). 86.70; Petcr
borough, Marray 8t. (Thank offering, $6.75), 813.67 :
Catharines, Queerr St., $20; Braotford, First Ch., for \hna
Macleod, 8‘25; H{llsbumh, 8].75 ; Houghton, 1at (Thank-
offering, 82.60), 86.10; London, Adelaide St. (Thank offer-
lng, $8.15), 820.40 ; Toronto Junotion, $3.49 ; Clinton, &5;
Calvary {(Thank- oﬂ'erln 82), 83 ; Shedden, %5 ; Pine Greve,
%3: Toronto, College g& £0.40; Immanuel Ch., 81514
Brantford, Park Ch., for Mln P, Begga (Thn.uk oﬂermx 812
&0, Atwood (Thunk -offering, 82.50), 84 ; Hamilton, Went-
warth 8¢..$3.50 ; London, Maitland St. (Thunk offering §2.91)
4.33; Port Hopo, 812 756; Sarnia (Thank-offering 84.05),
210.30; Villa Npovn 84.80 ; Woodstock, First Ch, 817 ;
Humllton Vietoria Avo (Tbunk -offering, $7.25) $14.60 ; St.
Thomas (Thank-offering, 817. 72, to be applied on Life.
membership fees), £27 ‘§7 Windsor, 812. Total from Cir-
cles, 8561.53.

Froat Banps.—Palmerston, 83 26 ; London, Adslaide St.,
Junior Thank-offering ; 80.65; Paisley for Pitta Kotamma,
$8.50 ; Braocebridge, e'oung Ladies, for Samalcotta student,
&3 Brnwbridgu unior, for do, do. 81.60 ; Wingham, $1.20;
Harrje, for Karri Duncan, 86 ; Georgetown, 81.40 ; Walker-
ton, $3.41; Loudon, Maitland 8t., 88; Hamilton, Went-
worth 8t., for Maddakuri Anpama, $7; Westover, 8i;
Relleville, "Extra-cent-a- day Band, for 8arah, Bible-woman
$20. Total from Bands, 863.81.

From Sunpries,—Mcs. L. C. Barber's class, Bostan, for

‘“oxtra girl ", 84.50,; K " *¢ additional £0.08
Waterford, Junior B Y.P.U., 819. Total, 823.56.
receipta during the month, £648.60.

Disuoraesents. —To General Treasurer for regular work,
8508.83 ; For spocial estimate, $41.00 ; Extra, for ** Eugnla
Nokamma " 24.50; For ‘“‘extra glrla 84.50. Total to
General Treasurer, 8558 83,

Total

To Homr ExrzNses.—For 100 postals for Miss Moyle,
stamped, $1.00. Total Disbursements during the monlh
8559.83

Total Receipta since May lst, 1897, 84123.24.
Total Ditbursements ‘¢ o 85497.15.

The Treasurers of Cirolés anil of Bands are reminded that
they should close their books for the Lonvention year on
March 31st. To do this satisfactorily the Local Treasurer
should endeavor to have all money due paid in to them and
entered in their books on or before that date. They should
theu forward the amount on hand for Foreign Missions to
me.

All the money they receive in April they are requeswd to
hold until \lny, and include it in their next year'a account.

Viocer ELLloT,

Treasurer.

109 'embroke St., Toronto.

So far 81 Circles have reported Thrmk offering meetings,
the amount received from this source has been 458.16, and
five Bands have sent in §12.37. This is now somewhat boner
than for last year to the same date. V. E.

FIRST QUARTERLY REPORT OF WOMEN'S BAPTIST
FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF EASTERN
ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.

Recrirma,

Cash in hand from annual mocunx ......... 8 18 48
Collection at Kemptville . . 4 ol
Miss Wallace, Baston 200
%uobec M. B 10 00
Maxviile C 8 40
Winchestor. ... .. 2 50
Cornwell C..... .. .. ¢ 50
Brockviile C.... ... .. 6 00
" for doficlt) . . 16 00
Rookfand C..... ... 80 00
‘¢ (for doficit 5 00
Gayside C.. ... . 500
Sour.h Gower C. . 11 06
" (tor dal)cll) RN 325
“ (from Bundny 8choot tor deﬂcu) e 128
McPhlll Mem and 1st Ch. (Olllwl, for Deﬂull) 20 0
. . 15 00
" " “ (lor dunch) 500
Lanar] . 316
MeualloC (deficit) 7T
M Tqm"mon, Ottawa {tar dondz) 75
Osgoode M. . 17 00
)lonl.ml lnl Ch . .- 4 50
Hvot . 10 25
Blplhl( Lh (dtﬂcll) 32 01
8t. Androws' Unlon. ... 464
Mrs. D. C. Cowan ('hnonoque) 10 00
Kingstan, ing Ch . i1 00
“ I Ch. 3 BUY P L 15 60
Carleton Place C.. 78
Vankleek Hm (delicit] .| 23 00
—n
Total...... . .. 8813 08

- ExrexpituRe,
Hev. Mr. Brown, Convontion Expomoa 212 60
Halance ....... .. - &310 53

Roupm:tlul]v lubmlv.wd
Saka B. 8cort, Treasurer,
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G 1:141;::"0 For THE YEAR: * We aro laborers together with
o

Praver Toric Fon Fesruary.—For Mr. and Mrs.
Corey and Miss Clark, that many souls may be won to
Christ in Kimedy. That Mrs. Corey’s heslth may be
fully restored.

We are fairly into our winter work now. Let us not
forget the amount pledged by us at our annual teetings.
For Foreign Missions, $7,300; for our Howe Fields,
$2,000. Many things at the commencement of the year
seemed to discourage. Among others, the Windsor fire,
and the losses among our fishermen slong the coast.
Let our workers speng much time in prayer, that these
seeming obstacles may not hinder; that hearts and
hands may be made willing, smong those who have not
heretofc re given.

A note from Miss Archibald in to-day's *‘ column” in
the Messenger and Visitor, tells us that she is enjoying
the voyage, the atrange sights and sounds as she paased
through the Suez Canal, etc. At this date (Jan. 13) our
travellera must have reached Iodia.

More attention is being given to Mission Band work
this year than for some time past. This is as it should
be. No church should be without ita Mission Band.
The Y. P. U. need be no barrier, indeed it should be an
aid. Thefe are always some who caunot attend the
evening meeting of the Union, who can come to the
afternoon meeting of the Mission Band. Young Chris-
tians with bearts warmed and knowledge gained at the
Conguest meetings of the Union, should be helpers in
the Band work.

WANTED.

Wanted ! yonng feet to follow
Where Jesun%eada the way,

Into the fields wheie harvest
1s rip'ning day by day,

Now while the g]rea.th of morning
Scents all the dewy air,

Now, in-the fresli sweet morning,
Oh, follow Jesus there !

Wanted ! young handa to labor,
The flelds are broad and wide,
And the harvest walts the reaper *

Around on ev'ry side ;
None are too poor or lowly,

None €re too weak or small,
For in His service holy,

The Master needs them all.

Wanted | young ears to listen,
Wanted | young eyes to pee,
Wanted ! young hearts to answer

With throba of aympathy,
When on_the wild waves sighing,
The strange, sad tale is borne
Of lande in darkness lying,
Foreaken and forlorn.
i —Celected.

THE CANADIAN MISSIONARY LINK.

- FACTS ABOUT INDIA.

Another name for India is Bindustan.

Its two great rivers are the Gangea and the Indus

The population of India is satd to be 290,000,000.

Ninety-eight distinct languages are spoken there, and
many more dialects,

The East India Company was founded by the English
in 1600, to prevent the monopoly of commerce by the
Dutsh.

The great Mutiny wasa in 18567,

Religious liberty in India was granted by Viotoria.

India has 330 millions of gods.

The Hindus believe that a woman has nejther minil
nor soul.

The Telugus namber about twenty millions and are
believers in Hinduism.

Hinduism is a mixture of many beliefs. Some profess
to believe in one God the Creator, but He hus mnny
manifestations, and they are vile.

Hinduism teaches the dootrine of the transmigraticu
of the soul. 8in may be expisted by passing through
the bodies of many lower animals.

Among these Teolugus, American and Canadian Baj
tists are laboring.

Brmriparay, Nov. 10th, 1897,

My Dear Sisters,—This is a dark, rainy déy ! We
have had two such days, and everything about looks so
fresh and green. ow different the scene from oue

ear ago! Then, how anxiously we watched for the
{eut. aign of rain, and when a cloud was seen in the sky,
our hopes would rise, thinking that perhaps even yet
rain would come.

The monsoon rains we ususlly have in June, wore
very late this year, and this monsoon, which was due the
middle of Qotober, has been late, too.

The hearts of the regote (farwers) must rejoice, now,
as they look forward to a bountiful harvest. Last year,
it waa a ead sight to see far-reaching paddy (rice) fields
beiI}g dug up, and the withered mﬁks fed aut to the
cattle. .

What suffering poor India has endured, duging the

t year | Famine, earthquake, pestilence a ﬂnuwurd '

ulur missionaries have been in the midst of /the famine
only.

The earthquake caused ng damage in any part of our
mission, though the shock wes-felt as far as two hundred
miles or more soath of us, .

The plague hag broken out in the Madras Presidency.
within the last two months, but as every precaution is
being taken against its spread, we hope it will not be as
serious as in the Bombay Presidency last year.

The scene of the war is so far away up in the North,
that we hardly realize it is really in India.

Last week's papers give um a heart-rending account of
a recent cyclone at Chittagoug.

One million of people %mve been made homeless and
about five thousand lives were lost.

We know the Lord must have some wise purpose in
sending these many afflictions upon the people of this
land. Oh, that they might hearken to His voice and
turn from their foolish worship of idols of wood and
stone and worship Him, who is the only true God !
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We have seen enough of the famine, to know what
want of rain means, to these poor people.

Saturday morning, from far and near, the people
crowd outside the Compound gate, and wait for us to
distribute grain to them. At first we gave rice, and
then docided, if all who came were really needy, they
would be glad to get a‘coarse kind of grain, of which, for
the same amount of money, we could get a much larger
quantity.  This we did, and the numbers did not
decrenss.  We have counted from two hundred to two
hundred snd Boventy at one time.

1 somotimes think my heart has grown hard, seeing so
much of want and imisery, since I came to India, but
evon yot, I know I have sumo keen heartaches, when I
uo nmo;g these poor sufferers and see their wretched-
[IECH any of them are so greedy, never seeming to
carn whether the one sitting next geta nnything or not.

We have them sit in rows, and tell them to keep in
their place until all are helped, but some times one who
ima been helped moves along alyly and sits among those
who have not yet received their share, and so gets a
duuble portion.  Another manoeuvre is for one woman
to claim a certain child and ask n share for it, then when
we got along a little farther among the crowd, we tind
another woman possessing the same child, 8o as to got a
double measure, I hn\'cﬁmen]y felt this ingratitudo and
then have been brought to examine myself aud see that
| ain more ungrateful for what my Heavenly Father
wves me than these people can possibly be, for what
ittle we give them,

You remember in my last letter I told you that
gam's wife d near the Kingdum. The
work of grace hss been going on slowly and steadily,
and about seven weeks ago, she asked for and received
buptism, We had been praying and looking for this
sice her husband's baptism in the beginning of 'H4.

The wives of Veoraclayalu and Esvarou ssem to show
lutle, if any, interest in the gospel. Will you join with
us in prayig that they may éu brought to fuet their
need of Christ, and give their hearts to Hitn who yearns
«aver them and longs to make them His own?

Whon the Christ-life appesrs how it traneforma and
brightens ! If Ohrist dwelt in each heathen home in
Bimli, what a transformation this would be

This has been a good year throughout our Missions,
and we foel encyuraged. I know yuu have rejoiced with
us, that 80 many have been brought into the light of the
®ospel of Jesus.

somall

Yours in Him,
Lictik P. Mowuss.
- Tidings.

=
XNDI}&AS % MISSTON FIELD.

There are at least four things that strongly recommend
Indis as a field for missionary entorprise, and furnish
reasuns why the money of the Church, to even a still
gguaeer degree than heretofors, can be wisely expended
there.

L. The British government,
to the missionary of frienginess on the part of the civil
ruler can hardly eratod. While the Christian
worker may not desire aotive interference on his behalf,
and w spudiate any organic connection between
Church and Statd;-believing that all should be tregted
precisely alike, with ever-tmudéd justice, whatever their
roed, novertheless he does wish for complete protection

The immense importance

both for himself and his converts, and s hundred timbs
in the year he sees what a difference the favorable influ-
ence of the secnlar power makes in his work.

Tho events of the past faw years have shown with

- startling emphasis how easily and speedily a hostile

government can greatly impede, if nut entirely destro
Iabors, that for a genoration have been struggling hard
for a foothold. V&e have séan how little regard a Roman
Catholic ur Greek Church power was disposed to give
Protestant missionaries, and how even German officers,
nominally Protestant, would not hesitate to hamper or
prohibit the action.of Eoglish-speaking preachers in the
territories they acquired.

The disgraceful conduct of the French in robbing the
London Missions at the instigntion of the Jesuits in
Madagascar, and the utter intolerance of Ruasia at all
points, are well known ; while the American treasure
and blood has been nobly poured forth, seem likely to
be wiped vut through the cruelty of Tarkey, the covetous-
ness uf Rusaia, und the heartlessness of Germany.

In bright contrast with all this is the unobstructed and
unjeopardized ground for activity in British India.
While the government is professedly neutral, as it should
be, nevertheless its policy is ddcidedly helpful to the
Christianizativn of the country! Through its grant-in-
aid system a very large amount of money is bestowed
upon the mission schools.

Its officers, both civil and military, are in very many
casea decided Chriatians in something more than a nomi-
nal sense, and by their generous private coutributions as
welj as personal influence largely aid the missionary.
The™latter has no hesitancy in appealing for protection
in any exigency that may arige. It is promptly and effec.
tively given, and his poorest convert is upheld in his
rights, against every sort of persecution, by the whole
force of the paramount power.

How much this means, and how very much it is worth,
no one probably can fully sppreciate who has not been
in some of the trying situations so frequently arising on
a mission feld, where vast numboera of non.Christians
surround a little handful of despised departers from the
faith of their fathers.

What the missionaries themaselves think of the advan-
tages they derive from the Dritish gorernment may be
seen froin the resolution, unanimously and most heartily
adopted by a standing vote at the great Clifton Springs
meeting of the International Missionary UUnion last sum-
mer, where one hundred and fifty-five foreign workers
convened. This is what they said :

** We recognize with devout gratitude to God the gain
which has ncorued to religious freedom in the world g?lr-
ing the period of the reign of her majesty, Queen- Empreas
Victoria.  As missionaries of various nationalities we
rejoics in the liberty of speech and of the press secured
to all persona in the United Kingdom nng throughout
the colunies of the British empire, snd among the vast
heathen aud Mohammedan populationa aubject to its
domination ; and also in the legal and peaceful abolition
of terribie iniquities and abominable customs which had
existed in India, sanctioned by, though not an essential
i){"n of, the religions of ita peoples. Wherever the

ritish Hag tloats 1t afforda equal protection to professirs
and propagators of all religious faithe. American and
other nou-British missionaries also now have in cases of
need, often occurring in some -regions, assistance as
readily and fully extended to them by Britieh officials as
if they were loyal English subjecta. %‘ho almost ubiquit-

-

“
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tous protection of the British flag in missionary fields in
which it is of greatest value, deserves thankful acknow-
ledgment, which at this time of felicitation we gladly
give, as especially due to her Majesty, whose personal
character and influence during the sixty years of her
reign have done 5o much to secure this happy condition
and other great benefits to mankind.

While this government, then, is 8o firmly established
in India, and shows in multiplied ways so high an appre-
ciation of the assistance rendered by Christian preachers
and teachers ia elevating the willions whom Providence
haa intrusted to its care, it certainly seems as though it
was thefart of wisdom to turn our resources very lurgely
in that direction.

2. The heaithfilness of the climate is also & very im-
portant factor. In some landa a long term of service is
practically impoasible, if indeed a very few years do not
eventuate in a breakdown. Thia is not so at allin India.
The Indian Hituess gave the other day a'list of eighty-
one missionaries who had served from thirty to aixty-one
years, the average of the whole being thirty-eight and
one half. There were seven who hsd been there fifty
years and over, eight between forty-five and ffty, and
eleven from forty to forty-five.

With the changes that are possible to the hills, the ex-
cellent sanitary arrangements of the stations, the com-
fortable houses, and the furluughs, a missionary in India
has about as good a chance of long life as anywhers,
much better at least than in some other fislds. And this
should encourage fres expenditure there, for veterans are
worth a great deal to & mission both Erom their own ac-
guaintance with the work and their ability to rightly and
economically disburse the funds intrusted to them.

3. The devouiness of, the people tolls strongly in favor of
good effscta from toil jn India. It is so deeply religious
that it sees God evergwhere, and does everything religi-
ously. It produces two of the great religions of tie
earth, and by its zealous missionaries propagated one of
them throughout the larger part of Asia. The sarnest-
ness in this same direction, which row finds vent in its
millions of fakirs and consecrated devotees, needs but to
be turned to a more enlightened quarter, and fired with
love to Christ to make a conquering host fit to capture
the world for Jesus. The Christianity of India wil] some
day put to shame that of England and America. Let it
be speediiy developed and have a chance.

4. The wonderful reswdts already achieved are a bright
earnest of what may be legitimately expected in days to
come. Nowhere has gxpenditure baen better rewarded.
Nowhere is thrhu\ri%zl righter with brilliant promise,

The hopes 5t the Church have not been frustrated in
India. \\Fibh greater truth could it besaid that the hopes
of Iudia have been frustrated by the Church ; and when
a little advance has been asked to cnable the panting
toilers to take advantage of the unexampled uprising,
their reqoest has been met by a ruthless reduction of
what was before painfully insuflicient, though expended
with cruel economy to meet the pressing need. This is
not right.

When will God's people rise to meet these sublime
calls of the Master ; and enable the Saviour to see the
travail of His soul in the redemption of the three hun.
dred millions of that mighty empire of the East?
our candid aud mature convictiou that in all the elementa
that go to make uE a magnificent mission field, where
money- and strength can be laid out to greatest advan-
tage und with an asaured certainty of rich return, India
stands unequalled. — Presbylerian Record.

-
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RALPH'S LESSON.

“ What is systematic giving !" said Ralph Ander..
looking up from the Children’s pages in the Misu..
Studies ; ‘‘that is to be our topic for the next missionary
meeting.”’

** It 18 giving regularly, according to a plan,” said Miss
Graves, his beloved teacher, who was spending the oven
ing with the Andersona while their paps was away.

1 do not see any use in bothering with a plan fur

iving ; why oan't we give when we have the money
Enudy 7" said Ralph,

¢ Well, God is the Great Giver, let us see how liv
gives to us. Does He let us go without a harvest two or
three years, and feel pinched and hungry, and then give
us one or two{”

“ Of course not,” said Ralph, ‘ we have a harvest
every summer, but does God plan for it beforehand

*Yes, He made a beautiful plan long, loog ag:.
Just turn to Gen. 8:22, and read aloud;” said Miss
Graves.

** Tt says,” said Ralph who was quick to find things i
his Bible, ‘' While the earth remaineth, seedtime nnd
hagvest, culd and heat, summer and winter, day and night
shall not cease,”

** You see, said Miess Graves * that a8 God has a large
family—s whole world full of children to provide for, He
planned about it befure men lived on the earth at all.”

** How Misa Gravea 1"

‘* Well, where did that beautiful glowing fire cume
from 7"

**1t is coal ; it came from the mines,” said Ralph.

“* Yes, but God planned to store that coal, and covered

it up to”sleep in its bed centuries befure the earth ias
ready for man. He stored the oil and the gas in the
same way.

T soe,” said Ralph rather uuwillingly, * but you
see, sometimes I need all my money for myself, and it
would he easier to give my money some other time! It
is very easy for God. He has plenty of everythin a

** But does the 'other time' ever come?" ig Miss
Graves.

*Of course it does! Don't 1 love the Morning Star
and the Bridgman School and the Hadjin Home and the
Glory Kindergarten ! Do you suppose I never give nny
thigg 7" exclaimed Ralph indignantly.

"%lo; not just that, but I wasg afraid if you have n.

lan, the ‘ other time ' might not come often encugh to
Eeap your share of the childron in these achoola from suf
fering."

‘* My share | Have I a share 1"

** Ceortainly. Our Father hasso many to care for, He
employs agents, and you are one.”

“T'm too small to be an ageat !”

** Not you,"” said Miss Graves, ** He employs man;
kinda of agents much smaller than you, and he wants
them to work regulnrlﬁ'. About ten or eleven years age
he set an agent at work in your side (whose name begins
~with H) to/keep your bldod in motinn, and two more
your chest (whose iaitials are R. L. and L. L.) to draw
in fresh air and koep the blood pure. He told them t-
go on, night and day until He tells them to stop.”

*1 know what they are!” said Ralph, smilingly.
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Now suppose H. should aay to R. L. and L. L. to-night,
* We've been working ten years without a bit of vacation,
ot us.stop for just half an hour; we can Work harder
when we begin again,” and suppose R. L. and L. L.
should agroe to it, do you know what would happeu ("

“ Yes " said Ralph looking very sober, ** but, dves God
wy that we ought to give systematically 7"

““When He was teaching the Jews how w live aright,
He told them to do it. Turn to Duet. 14 : 22.”

** It reads ° Thou shalt surely tithe all the increase of
thy seod that the field bringeth forth year by year,” aaid
Ralph.

“pTithn means, give a tenth, and suvely we could give
no less, for the Jews did not have half the comforts then
that we have now,"” said Mias Graves, rising to leave.

( To be continued, )

BARNABAS.

Barnabas is the son of Abel, a preacher on the Tuni
field. He is one of the brightest young men in the
wission. His teschers were so pleased with his moral

Bannanags A NATIVE STUDENT.

and religious character, as well aa with hisa mental
powers, that they decided to give him a higher education
than the Samulcotta Seninary provides. For the laat
two years he has been studying in the Ongole College.
He i being supported by a couatry mission Sabbath
school,

When hia education is finished, and he is in s position

j Qparts of India the idole are treated as if alive

w command & salary, he is expected to pay back the
money that is being spent on him, so that some other
boy may be educated. = We trust that the Lord may so
use this young mnan that the readers of the Buptist may
hear of his work in the future. —Mantys Roaenrs.

INDIAN IDOLS.

Dear Boyx and Girla,—The huppy Christmas time is over
and you have all heard the sweet old story of our Saviour's
birth: How ** God 8o loved the world that He gave His
only begotton Son that whosoever believeth in Him might
not, perish, but have everlasting life.” If we have accepted
Him as our Saviour our hearts are filled with joy. Then,
bocause we live in a land that worships oNe God, you have
churches, Sunduy-schools, happy homes, and many other
things. Try to think of them all and you will feel thankful
that you were born in a Christian land. More especiaily
will you be glad when you hear about the strange beliofs of
the hesthen countries, and the many idols they worship in
India.

The firat things little girls and Loye are taught in India
are ailly tales about their gods end goddesses. They are
taught that the gods hate them, and that most of them are
very wicked. They may hate the gods too, but they must
be very polite Lo them, worship them and give them presenta,
or else the goda will make-their livea miserable.

You will be surprised to hear that thero are 330,000,000
gode ; and you will say '* They cannot worship that oum-
ber.” That is true; but each family takes their choice
among thom and have an idol made to representwit. This
little {mago is set up in the house and worshipped morning
and nigbt. They offer to it, rice, swects, fruit and other
good things, and a priest comes, aays prayera to it, too, and
claims the offerings. ’

The gods arc rep:esented by horrible images conrsely
paioted or carved in wood or atone. There ure sométimes
figures of men with the heads of clephants or some other
abimal. It is suid ' That almost anything can be made into
an idol by putting a patch of red paint on it." There are,
however, uhops where idols are made and sold  I{ you went
into one you would tind in one corner a heap of arms, in an
other a pile of legs, and in another place the bodies. You
would hear the noise of hammering as the different parts arg
being fastened together. Theh the priest prays or washes
it in Ganges water, und this is what is called - Putting the
god in it.” Itis then rendy to be woruhip.me In some
They are
washed, fanned, {easted, and when sick are nursed.

It would take too long to tell ahout them all, 80 we will
only talk nbout a few. The three principal ones are Bruhma,
the creator, Vishnu, the preserver, and Siva, the destroyer.

Brabma ia pictured with four heads, probably as lord of
the four regions of the earth. His wife, Saraswati, is the
goddess of learning. She is pictured as sitting in o walter-
lily, playing on n lute. She ia worshipped in all the schools
by both teachers and pupils. They ofton warship ink and
paper because these make books, and books come from Sar.
awat).

N 4
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Thers ia also a god of learning, Genesa. It is roported
that one day ho lost hia hoad while pluying. a strange thing
for so wise a god to do, and his mother thinking the people
would laugh at him whea they camo to wurship, hunted up
an elephant's head, which does him very well.

Vishou, the p-esorver, is described as having four heads,
of which one is free while the others hold a shell, a disous
and a club.  His wife is tho goddess of love, grace, marriago
and woalth. The c)w is her holy representative upon earth,

Siva, the destroyor, holds a trident as a aymbol of hie
power, & lasso or sling. an aatwlope, and somotimes u flame
of fire in bis hand. He has o third eye in the middle of his
forehead, and sometimes a nocklace of human skulls,

Kali’s wife has four hands all painted red, to imitate
blood, and the body is dark biue. The long chain arouud
her neck ia made of 40 skulls, aud her girdle of the haads of
giauts. The tongue is protrudiug, and it gives her a terri-
ble appearavco. She is the guddess of cholers and other
epidemics.

Darjah is such a dreadful goddess that all the people are
afraid of her. She hus three eyes and ton arms. Every year
they hold a feast in her hoaor, threo days long. Auvinageis
made of her, and the third night at 12 o'clock a gun is fired
and the goddess comen into the ido). Thea they throw the
image into a pond or river and make 8 new one next yoar.

Another god worshipped in the south is Juggeraaut {the
kiag of the worl.l) 'Dﬂ'ort; are many large wmplcﬂ\luilt for
his worship, and you ¢can alwaya tell them by the large car in
front of them. A festival to him is held every mounth, at
which time the idol is brought from his temple and piaced
oo ap enormous car sixty foet high and drawn by lopy cabley
through the streets by thoussnds of worshippers,
numbers use i to throw themseives under the car to be crushed
to death, but that is forbidien now by the British Govern-
ment ; but thoy still bring out the car.

Krishnu is another form of Vishnu He killed a giant
that used to intorcupt the gods and goddesses at their pray-
ers. Whom did they pray to?! No they have u fesst to
commemorate it,and the moie wicked they can act the better.

Each of the gods have a distinct care. Whea email-pox
provails they call upon Polarumims, sad when they fear
snakes they offer gifts to Nagaramma.

There is one god in the form of a stoune pebble in a eilver
hax fastened on a chaia which the poople wear around their

(ireat

neck.

You muy have heard the story of the family who wore
afraid that thoir god would repeat all the naughty things
which they had said and done. o they promised him beau.
tiful presents to keep still, and still not sure of him keeping
siloot, gave him sticky food to [aatou his lips so that he could
not speak if he wished to do so.

There are a great many more interesting facts about these
idols which represent the heathen goda, but [ must not make
the story too long. —Ps. cxxxv., 16, 18, 17, describe theso
idols, and the 18th verse. '‘They that make them are like
unto them, 8o is every ono that trusteth in them,” contains a
sad truth. Will you not pray aud give, that these poor peo-
ple may hear aboat the true God and Jesus Christ whom
He has sont.

Murs. (rraHaM, Montreal.
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