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PREFACE.

IN ‘the following Memoir I have omitted mentioning
the Report inferted in Sir Humfrey Gilbert’s ¢ Difcourfe
for a new Paflage to Cataia,” on the authority of
Salva Terra, in 1568,.thatFriar Andro Urdaneta, more than
8 years before that date, came from the South Sea through
this NW Paflage to Germany, and that Urdanetz had at
Mexico fhewn Salva Terra ““a Sea Card made by his
¢ own experience, and travel, in that Voyage: wherein

‘¢ was phinly fet down and defcribed this North Weft

¢« Paffage : agreeing in all points with Hortelius Map.” .

I am convinced there is fome miftake in this. report:
at the fame time, Andres Urdaneta, though in the latter
part of his life he became an Auguftin Friar, was a very

celebrated Navigator ahd Cofmographer, after he had taken
- orders, He was defired by an exprefs letter from the King of

Spain, to pilot the Fleet to the Philipinas in 1564, when
Tegafpi went to fettle. thefe Iflands : Urdaneta did fo, and
returned in 1565, by the track ufually practifed afterwards

by the Manila Galleons ; I was aflured, by Don Manuel

Galvez, at Samboangan in 1761, that the Chart, then in

ufe with' the Pilots, was originally that of Urdaneta: of

this, a copy has been publithed in Lord Anfon’s Voyage.

Urdaneta’s Hiftory is circumftantially recited by Fray

Gafpar de San Auguftin, * but it is not mentioned there,
or in any Spapifh Memoirs 1 -have fecn, that Urdaneta
made the Paffage Salva Terra alledges; but Urdaneta

: may

* Conquiftas de las Iflas Philipinas, Madred 1698, folios

R
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may have been in pofleflion of Portuguefe Maps, repre-
fenting fuch Difcovery; for he was Captain in Loyfa’s

Squadron, which departed from Spam in 15253 he was left
at the Malucos in that early circumnavigation, and after
remaining there feveral years, He returned to Spain, in
1536, by the way of Portucral

I am aware that by the South-Sea Company’s Charter,
the Trade and Navigation of the NW Coaft of America,
is exclufively granted to that Company, or to fiich Perfons
as they licence to trade thither ; without enquiring whether
that abrogates the antecedent Rights of The Eift-India
Company by Charter; It cannot be doubted, The
South-8ea Company’s Permiflion would be granted if

“requifite for the Pubhck Intereﬁ'

1 cannot conclude without making my acknowledgements
to The Hudfon’s-Bay Company, for their very liberal com-
munication of the many Surveys and Obfervations that have
been made at their expence; indeed {uch works are only
to be expected from Publick Bedys ; and if ever a charge
could have been made with juflice againft That Company
for myﬁei‘ious concealment, nothing of this nature can be
imputed to The Prefent Managers.

N “@aﬁ?’”ﬁ\&‘

s

18th March, 178g.

* There is an anachronifm in Sir H. Gilbert’s Difcourfe, for it is dated 1566;
and he mentions Salva Terra having given this information in Ireland 1568.
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‘ THE Difeovery of a NW Paffage, has been a favourite
Objet of Purfuit, from the remoteft period of our
. Navigation ; but the carly idea of fuch a Paffage has

been much mifconceived, for it did not mean what has
becn in modern Times underftood by the NW _Pa]age.

| The_ idea, when that Paffage was firft attempted by

‘the Englith, was to reach the Coaff of Cataya, or Tartarsy

by failing to the Nerthward of America ; This appears

* clearly by the Maps, belonging to Sir meﬁ'éy Gilbert's

Difconrfe, written in 1566, printed 1576; and to
the Voyages of Frobifber, publithed in 1578: The
laft having found an Opemng on the Eaff of Groenland,
named it Frobiber’s Strait, fuppofing it led Weffward to
the Head of the Strait of Anian, and thence Southward
€ Fapan. A very fhort Track, indeed, from this Coun-

try, if The Sea had been nav:gablc.

This Fat being mcontefhble, ¢ that by the Strait of Anian
“ was then meant, The Strait, at the Eaft Extremity of

< Afis, now called Bhering’s Strait,” Every antecedent
Report of any Voyage having been made by a NW Paflage, -

muft have a reference to the alledged Paflage, on the
North of AnERicA, by what may be called the Hyper-
borean Sea: and not to what is now meant by a NW
Paflage, through AMerica. '

B | | Althe’
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Altho’ Cépt. Cook, and his Succeffor, were obftructed by-
Ice; yet the Navigation may have been open above 200
years ago, if the Ice progreffively accumulates: or, finee it
is known to be much more abundant in Hudfon’s Bay in
Jome years, than in others, It may have happened; that
the Portuguefe Pilot, who is reported to have made the
Paffage, had a /ucky year, although Captains Cook and
Clerk, unlucky feafons: ‘The exiftence of the Hyperborean
Sea, nearly in the Situation reprefented in the early Maps,

- is eftablithed by Modern Obfervation, as well as ‘by the
. concurrent Teftimony of the Indians: This confidered,

a Portuguefc leaving Fapan, might, in a thort time, by a
SW Wind, be carried away to the Straiz of Anian,

and having got fo far, might attempt his paffage to

- Europe, by failing Eaftward through the Hyperborean Sea.

The Obje& of the Englifh in the early attempts for
the .difcovery of a NW Paffage, was not only to
facilitate the intercourfe with the Eaft, but to open a
new branch of Commerce, in the Countries thro’ which
the Paffage was expefted to lead the adventurous Navi-

glef.

The Public are well' acquainted with the attempts

made in Queen Elizabeth’s Reign, as well as in thofe

of Her immediate Succeflors, Fames 1. and Charles 1. but
it is a Fa&, not generally known, that the Obje& of
Sir. fobn Narborough's Voyage, in the Reign of Charles 1,

~thro’ the Strait of Magalbanes, was the Difeovery of a

NW Paffage from the Weft Coaff of AmericA, which

attempt was fruftrated, by the Storefhip parting company,
~and
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and returning to England: This curious Fa&t is cIearly
eftablithed by a letter to Burgomafter /itfen, from
Greenville Collins, Hydrographer to the King, the well-
known Author of Great Britain's Coq/t'ing—Pi/ot, “who

‘was on board with Sir ¥ohn Narborough in his Vo yage
to thc Soutb-Sea, 1669.

The Hudfon’s Bay Comp&rgy received their- Chartzr in this
year; and therefore we may fuppofe The Government meant,
by that Enterprize, to have given them, at their outfet, an
effential affiftance: There appear to have been, for almoft
a Century after, nothing more than feeble attempts made
towards Difcovery: but in. 1741, at the inftigation of
Arthur Dobbs Efq, Capt. Middleton was fent; on. this
Enterprize, with the Furnace Bomb-KEtch, and. a

- Tender: tho’ this Voyage was unfuccefsful in the ulti-

mate Objed, . very confiderable Difcoveries were made:
amongft the reft, an Inlez, named Wager River by.
Capt. Middlcton, but which Mr. Dobbs contended was
a Straii: This produced a controverfy, carried on

- with great acrimony, but without much Public Informa-

tion ; however, in 1746, another Expedition took. place;
by Private Subfeription, The Parliament having offered
a reward, of £1 0,000, to. the fortunate Adventurers who
fhould difcover'a NW Paffage. The Veflels weré the
Dobbs, commanded by Capt, Moor, who was Captain of
the Tender that accompanied Middleton, and the Cali ﬁrﬂm,
commanded by Capt. Framcis Smith: in the former

The

» Nord & Oft Tartarye f2 Amfterdam Edit. 1692 p. 566. Edit. 1505 pP..gil.
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The only importamt - Difcoveries made in this Voyage
were, tracing the Wager to its {ource, in a Lavrge Lake®
iffiing by an unnavigable Stream: and The Difco-
wery, which was made by their Boats, of a large fnlet in
63° N ; They found this Falet to lye NNW by Comgafs, oc
Variation 31° allowed > NWiW, having in the middle
R ’ of it feveral Hlands. 7. Swaine Drage, Clerk of the
.'_" . ' Cakifarnia, names This Indet, Bowdew's; Elis calb it
i Chefter feeld - by which 1aft name it is commonly known:- It
* , . not having been traced tothe End in 1747, The Hudfon’s-
S | Bay Company had it examined in 1761, and 1762, by
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‘ ‘ : Capt. Chrifiopher and Ms. Norton, who weot up thn
i ' Inlet ‘till they found it terminate in a large [frefo-waser
£ ' Late, into which a fmall fircam runs from the WeR-
ward.

‘ “The Hudfor's-Bay Company have, with the greatcit

: liberality, communicated to me, the Fournak and Plans.
:J |  of the Voyage in 1762; before T got them, I alfo *
ST received from Mr. Wales, Mathematical Mafter of Chrift’s -
| Hofpital, a MS. Chart, which he affused me was an o
T . exa@t copy made from the Original, a Churchill, when | :

Bt S L

i he was there to oblerve the Traryz‘t of Penus, n -
c ¢769: This MS. making the Jakt run direflly Weﬁ,
s e * Ina Map, by the Indians, in the Colleétion of the Hadfon’s-Bay- Company,
e ' there is an Judet called Sturgeon River, which appears to be the Wager, The
g - i} Laike at.the head of It, is made to commusicate with the Amtbapg/‘cow Lake,
£ 1’ j o ‘ ‘ * Ellis makes the Vadation 352 W or abour NWbWiW.
L ¥ . )
ot . :
it ‘ o
.“,," . . -
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tvithout Iflands, except ome at the Entrance, mifled me
to think, that the Iwlt, explored in 1762, was not the
C/)g/?erﬁeld or Bowden, Inlet, fyut another, very little to
the Southward of It, the EntrAnpce whereto is indicated
in Ellis’s large Chart: But t{e four different Plans,
communicated by the Hudfon’s-Bay Company, tho’ not
exa@ly conformable to each other, concur in marking
many Iflands in this Inlet; and, inftead of making ‘it
run’ Heff, give it a NWefterly dire€tion for the firft
Sifty miles from its Entrance; and therefore I muft
c¢onclude that it was the Cheflerfield, or Bowden, Inlet,

- which Capt. Chrifiopher and Mr. Norton explored to its

head in 1762, altho’ they make the Latitude 15’ more
Southerly than reprefented in 1747

This Inlet is navigable for more than 200 Geographic
Miles; and, the greater part, by Veflels of any fize: It

- might therefore have been expefted, that much commer-

cial advantages would have enfued from fuch a Difcovery,
but I am given to underftand that the Hudfon's- Bay Com-
pany’s Scnants are very averfe to any Northern Expe-
ditions; and every man, converfant in Public Bufinefs,
muft know the difficulty, almoft amounting to an im-
poflibility, of conftraining men at a diftance to execute -
any thing contrary to their inclination.

I have long fu‘fpcéed all the NW~ part of Hudfon's-
Bay to be broken Iflands: the difpofition of flling up

“parts unexplored,. is one of the Curfes to which Geographers

are {ubje&, and this is no. where more vifible, than on
comparing the various Charts, printed and mapnfcript,.
of the #efi-fide of Hudfen’s-Bay. They are all difcordunt

C ' and.



[FRF R - — . g

g e s TR, SRR

and indiftinét; Every following Voyage finds- more
epenings in the Land: and it does not require an- Adept
in Geography to deteCt the flagrant abfurdity, of pretending

_ to have dctermined, by Sea-Oéfervations, in a few days, .
’ that there are no wndifcovered Channels, in fuch exten- '

five Sounds, as Wager and Cheflerfild; at the fame
time a Negative mot proven, is very far from proving

- an affirmative: what I have here faid, muft not be
mifunderftood to imply, that 1 delieve, or even fuppofe,
there is a Sea-Communication from Hudfon’s-Bay' to the
Pacifick Occan: There is no circumftantial repprt to
countenance fuch an opinion, and The Hudfor’s-Bay.
Company -in 1770, 1771, and 1772, having employed
Mr. Hearnc to travel inland from Churchill to the NW,
the Proof is pofitive, (if all the Lakes and Rivers he pafled
were frefb awater, and he fays nothing to imply the
contrary) that there can be no Sea-Communication under

* %22 North Latitude, * in abour which Latitude he reached
the Hyperborean Sea. ‘There is a very curious Map in the

o Hudfon's-Bay Company’s ColleCtion, made by two Indians,
defcribing the parts to the Northward and Weftward of

. Churchill: It defcribes Rivers, or Inless,. ftill unknown
to Eufope:ms, and makes fome of them communicate

- with the Arathapefiow Lake, from whence the River
Kifcachewan runs NWeftward into the Sea; which is
conformable to the Map of the Canadian Traders, although
that River is there without name, falling into Slave Lake, .

; i and
ity s
it .

3' Yo ' * The cxatt Latitude of the Sea. hereabout is not determined; however

3 Mr. Hearne thinks he cannot err above 20': but the Map of the Canadian

2 Traders makes it only about 652 N, -which is lefs than Mr. Hearne’s Obfer-

vation at Conge, ca, tha, Wha, Chaga, viz, 682 46’ N, if that Obfervation can

Ve relied on ? oy
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.

ey e B

eyl oS s L




(7))
and Red-Knife Lake, before it reaches the Hyperborean Sea.

There is alfo, in The Hudfon’s-Bay Company’s Colle&tion,
a Sketch of thofe parts, drawn from the Report of the

Indians, by Mofes Norton, and brought by him to

England in 1760; in which the River called

'Kifb-floch-ewen difembogues from a great Lake; but
this -is too rude a fketch to form any inference of

pofitions or dire&ion. *

The late Voyages, particularly thofe “of Captains Coo?,
Hanna, Portlock, Dixon, and Barkley, have afcertained
with competent precifion, -the- Longitudes of the Lands
lymo upon the Ocean, commonly called the Soath Sea,
or Pacifick Ocezm, from 43°t0 60° N Latxtudc, and the
Obfervations of the Spaniards in 1775, confirm the

aflertion of Dudley, Duke of Northumberland, in the Arcano .

del Mare, that Cape Mendocino is in 40° N, though
erroneoufly reprefented in the Maps, in an higher Latitude,
notwithftanding Sir Francis Drake’s Obfcrvanons concurred
with the Spanith Pilots, in placing it ‘in 402 N.® The
Spaniards having vifited . that part of the Coaff, which
extends from Cape Mendocino to the Limits of Capt. Cook’s
Cbart, and Capt. Barkley’s. Refearches, we have now the
general dzreﬂzoﬂ, ~at leaft, of the Coaft from 40° N to

60. N.
~ The

* Both thefe Indian Maps implyA that Hudfon’s Bay communicates with the
Hyperborean Sea, which countenances the opinion of a Pefage NWeltward
by Repulfe Bay: this feems to be confirmed by ‘an anonymous MS in the

IHudfon’s-Bay Compary’s Collettion, but it cxpreﬂ'cs the water to be fhallow,

beyond where Middicton went.
* In his Chart it is curious to obferve a Bay in the fituation of Nve: Ka,

called Aucon de Wflas.
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The Pofitions -affigned by C. Cook, from:-the- Obfers
vations at Nooﬂea, with the afﬁﬁance of thc Time-Keeper,

are;

Lat. ~  Lon.fr. Greenwich

A0 / [ ’ - *
SN gy Gl s} ot VorValapats
44 6 1340 8 CapcPerpetudi.e .« o+ . Ibd. o« o+ . 260
44 53 124. 6 Cape Foal-weather . D . 258
48. 15 1240 §7 CaopeFlatery . « o Ibd . o o 263
49+ 1§ 126. 40 Point Breakers Ibid <« o . 264
49:°36 . 116, 4z Ship Cove Nootkas - : _Plan
50. 9=, 138. ‘0 Woody Point - } { b - . e " 304
57 3 13¢c §3. Cape Edgecumbs: .+ . Ibid o ¢ .o 344
570 7. 136. 39. CrofaCape . . . « Ibid o .« . 346
58, 52 138, o  Mount Fair-Weather. .  Ibid '

6o. 27 . x41. o M-S, Elm . T L 548

-

4
.

The Longitude of the W% jl Side of HUDSON’S-BAY,
is alfo dctermmcd by the Obfervation of the haft Trmy?t
of Venus, at Prmce-lVal;s Fort, in Churchill River.*

T ' ' Larwde, Lon. from Greenwich. - ,
’ 5§87 472 3N 942 12/ 30"W  Prince-Wales-Port - - -

- The Extent of . the Land,. -from the one. Sca to the
other, is therefore now -as well known, as. anyequ;valem

‘Space in Europe, or-Afia. - .
From Churchill River to Crefs Sound, is about
1330 Geographic miles: but this Diftance, from Ses to
éca, will be confiderably leﬁcned by the direion of ‘the
1% . .
L | -  NWCof
g‘ , - * This Longitude is dcduned -from the 1t Intcmal Canta& by the Mrc-
;3 ' nomer Royal; to whom I am indebted for the communications
i
S8
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N Coafft of AmewtcA trenching to the SEaftward, fo
that from the part feen by Englith Navigators between
512 and 53° N2 Lat. it will only be about 1200 miles.

It is the opimion of Capt. Dixon, that all the Lands,
yet difcovered, on the #zf Side, at leatt from * Nootha
inclufively Northward, are Iflands, and not the Continent:
If this opinion be well grounded, which every particular Ex-

amination of parts in detail, as well by Englifh as Spanifp |
Navigators, feems #trongly to confirm ;. Then, the diftance

between ‘the favo Seas will be ftillmore veduced 3 and the
Navigation, being carried on through Souud: covered by
dflands, abounding with excellent Haréaar:, awill be expofed
to litde danger when the Coafts are propcrly furveyed

But. Capt. Dman, and other late Nawgator:, have
.found an Archipelaga of Iflands, and the ftrongeft indications
of a large River, in the place .where fuch are deferibed
by De Fonta;® This gives fome countenance to that too
haftily exploded Narration !

That there was a celebrated Navigator in the South-
Seas, of that name, is evident, becaufe three years before
1708, when De Fonta’s Difcoveries were firlt pu‘b]i(hed, in
the ¢ Memoirs tor the Curious,” Nicolas Witfen, in the
2d det. of the N d@Oﬁfxzrhnye, 1705 fays, he had

the

* Mr. Cox, from China, to whom I am indcbted for much infuimation in
this quarter, affures me that the name Noorka, is a miftake, no fuch name
aypropnauvely to that individual place being known to the Natives.

S Burgoma(!cr ‘Witfen -calls him D¢ Fonta and not D¢ Foate.

D
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the MS -account. beforehim, of the: celebrated. Portuguefe
Navigator De. Fonta, who, .in. 1649, -at: the, expence of
the. King of Spain, examined Terra Del Fuegoy &c.  Itis
true that De Fonta having been in 1649 at Terra del Fuego
in Soure AMERicA, does not prove that he made any
Difeoveries.in NoRTE AMERICA in 1640 but the. exiftence
of any. fuch. Perfon has been demied: and .the Proof is
uneqw'wcal of the .exiflence.and celebrity.of fuch a Perfon
in- thofz .Seas, at the Time : The reality of -that Vioyage, of
\’Vthh Witfen had the MS. Relation, ‘might on the .fame
°'rouﬂd be denied: Its Original never havmc appeared.
.Capt. szon informs me that from thc many Drzﬂs,
&c. he is perfuaded, there muft be a- /large River or
fome back-water, where De Fonta defcribes it. - This
.opinion is more ftrongly confirmed by Capt.- Haana in
the Sea-Otter 1786, who entered Fitzhugh Sound, about
50" beyond the furtheft Land that Capt. D:ron faw: his

words are, ) -

<« 8th Sept. I found  we were got into an exfenfive

“ Bgy, bounded to the Southward by Lance’s [/lamic, :
¢ from whence Ir takes .2 fweep Eaftedy, to a great
¢ diftance. In the NE corner of the ‘Bay, we faw.
- ¢ the Entrance of a Great Sound: 1 -called it Fitzbugh
# Sournd, in honour of William Fitzhugh Efq. From
' : “ this

* Thefe Hlands were namcd Scott’s L/Iauds by Mr. Strange 1786: They lye off
the Point, to the NW of Nostha, in 50" 55’ N, according to Mr. Strange,
and in Long. © and D 1292 27 W; the outermoft is in 502 40" N? according-

20 Capt. Hasna, but it is piaced in 50° 537N, and is named Berregford, by
L. Dixon.




« this" Soundthe Land trended about, to the Northward,
« and - formed - a ' well-looking Tnlet, named McIntof's
« _Inlet; > from: "That the Land trended - WNW,  and
“ ended in a fine round Mountain, which appears in a
“ fmall double Peak, by which it may be known at a
“ wery. great: diftance. - As ithis Mountiin forms the
' North Head of the Bay, and will be the true Di-
“retdory -to 'run for, 1. na‘megl-f-rt_ Cape Cox, in’ honour

¢ of John Henry: Cox ‘Efq. we now had a ftreng gale,

« from the SE, with rain ‘:an"d?ﬁ)g, fo - that” we were .

“ glad to. get ‘clear- of -the -Land, “as faft “4s poffible:

« the gale increafed, and we foon had a confufed high -
¢ Sea running, by reafon of a -ftrong Current  that
~was fetting -out of the Bay, and all the Sea herea-
‘bouts was covered with fallen Trees, Leaves, Grafs,

¢ and other Rabbt_/b, that ‘came ﬂoatmtr out of Fdz/.mg/v
¢ Sa.md -

(13

(X4

o

“ 1 xth Sept. At Noon the fog cleared up, and we

v ¢ faw Cape Cox bearing EIN diftant s/, and one of
-+ ¢-Lance’s Ilands bearing SbWIW, we row had 2 plea-
. fant Gale, with which we entered the Bay, " and

¢ ftood with all fail for thzbugb Sound. 1 never in
¢ the Mouth::of any River, or Inlet;" found fuch-large
< guantities of Timber, and :Rubbifb, as continually -came
-« down here ‘with the Stream. At 1o PM; the wind
¢ chopped round to the Eaftward, with a light breeze: -

¢ rath Sept. ‘Thefirft part of thid dayWas ‘j.‘é&liylggred
* in making unfuccefsful attempts to get to the Eaft-

¢ ward
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ward, At Noon the weather became hizey, and the
wind blew in ftrong fqualls, between South and
Eaft: Soon after the fog and rmin became very
thick. » , : Co

13th Sept. ¢ The firft part of this day we had a ftrong
Gale at SE, with conftant rain and a thick fog:  to-
wards Evening the Gale encreafed, and foon raifed
a Sea, wery little inferiour to that in the Bay of
Bifcay: This gale continued with great force, through
the night, and drove us a confiderable diftance to the
Weftward. ' o

_ _ P
14th Sept.. ¢ At ¢ o'clock the gale abated, and we got
a light breeze at NW. At § PM, the fog difperfed faft,
and we got fight of Fitzbugh Sound; the Entrance
bearing from N to NE. At Sunfet the wind fell
very light, then the North Head, that forms the
Entrance of Fitzhugh Sound, bore NNE:XE, diftant
about 6 miles. At 8 o'clock. we were: in the mourh
of the Sound, and there we got a calm; the calm
continued, and the night was clear.” .

At 10 they were driven, by the ﬁr@kn,' within a-

cables length of fome Rocks to the Weftward ; a-Breeze,
off the Land, came very opportunely to carry them
clear; shey thea ftood for the Sound.

*¢ At daylghr, being entered in. ihe_(ma‘atb of i, we
: were
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“ were again becalmed; founded and had '65 fathoms,
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‘¢ fine white fand, free from Rocks.

¢ Thns So:md is about 6 or 7 miles broad in the
Channel, and runs due Nortb, in which direction we
faw nothing but fky and water: ‘The Weflern fhoar

is formed by high Land, making in round Hills, and

forming bites, or {fmall bays, -as you pafs up the Sound:
The Eaft fide is compofed of innumerable Iflands,,
formmg various creeks, bays, coves, &c. thefe Iflands
appear to extend to a great diftance Eaftward, and

‘like all the Land about this Place, cloathed with:

Pine-Trees to the fummit of the higheft Hills, though
the Trees are of a fmaller growth here than at Nootka:
This appears to be a River, from the conftant ftream

that runs out of it, 'and the guantity of Timber that

is 'ﬂoatf;d down.

¢ About 6 AM we got light variable Breezes, with’

which I endeavoured to proceed up.the Sound. At
8 AM we got a fine Gale, that blew down the
Sound, and at the fame time the current, or ftream,
came down with freth rapidity, fo that we were

- prefently drove into the Bay; and there we met'a
ftrong wind at W«:ﬁ which had all appearances of

mcr&ﬁnU

He alledges, that. the apprehenfion of a Great Sea,

swhich would attend this wind, made it neceffary for him

E o [
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to wet out of the Bay, as faft as he could; he pretends
it was impoffible, without hodting eut his boat, to weigh

~his Anchor, that hoifting out the boat would endanger

it bemg flove; and xhereforc, as going up a river re-

‘quires - often anchering, He looked on exploring +his

Sound, or River, as out of their power to perform.

Fa’tz/mgb Sawle he fays, lyes in 51 ‘34 N" 2319 30'E,
or, 128° 1o’ W’

M

« The Bay is furrounded with Hills, of a moderate
¢ height, from Cape Cox to Fitzhugh Sound, thefe are
¢ covered with woad to the top: Here are many Iulets
and Jarge Bays, with Sandy Beaches, which no. doubt
«¢ afford good anchorage ; From Fitzbugh Sound Eaﬁward,
the Bottom of the Bay is compofed of a great number
““ of Iflands, forming Creeks and Inlets, which ,appear
“ to run far Eaftward, and here we faw fuch vaf flacks
¢ of awild Geefe, that they darkened the air with their -
* numbers. A little to the Southward, the Land trended
*“ immediately to the Eaft, and then we loft fight of it,

« fo that I cannot fay what the depth of the Bay is

<« thereabout,”

I have given Capt. Hanna's Relation circumftantially,
becaufe it ftrongly indicates the reality of De Fonfa’s account, |
who fays, He failed about 260 leagues (890" in crosked
channels amongft Iflands, named the Archipelago of S*. Laza-
T8S, and on the 14th ]une ‘164.0, he came to the River,

which -
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which he named Rio de los Reys, in 53° NLat.; he went up
it* to the NEaftward 6o leagues (206"); it was freth
2o leagues (68) from the mouth; the Tide rifing
24 feet; the depth, not lefs than 4 or § fathoms at low -
water, all the way up into Laée "Belle ; - which he en-
tered the 22d June, in this Lake there was generally
6 or 7 fathoms: and at a particular time of tide there
is a Fall in the Lake: That from a good. Port, theltered
by an [fland, on the South Side of Lake Belle, De Fonta
on 1ft July failed in his boats to a ‘River, which he
named Parmentiers; that he paﬁed 8 falls, in all 32 feet
perpeudxcular, from its fource, in Lake Belle, into a large '
Lake, which he reached the 6th July. This Lake he
named De Fonte, it is 160 leagues long (550) and
6o broad (206") lying ENE and WSW in length,
having in fome places 6o fathoms depth, abounding with
Cod and Ling: having in it feveral wvery large Iflands,
and zen finall ones: from the ENE extremity of this
Lake, which he left the 14th July, He pafled in" 10
hours with a freth wind and whole ebb, a Lake, which he
named Sirait Ronquillo, 34 leagues long (1147) and z or 3
leagues broad (7/or 10") with 20, 26 and 28 fathoms depth.

On

A Spamfh MS, dated Mexico z4th Oftober 1770,. ngmg an accaunt
of their March to Monterey, in 1768, fays, Rio de los Reys, in 432 N Lat.
is the Limit of the Spanith Difcoveries; He does not name De Fonta, as
_ the Difcoverer, but naming the River, difcovered by him, 'as.the Lintit of :the

Spanith difcoverics, (tho' erroncoufly placed in 432 N¥Lat.) implies. that his
difcoveries were acknowledged at Mexico. Englifh accounts -reckon Rio de
los Reys, in §3° N Lat, Some French Geographers in 632 N Lat.
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On the 1sth. He came to an Indian Town, where
he learnt there was a Ship in the neighbourhood ; to
this Ship he failed, and found on board only one man,
advanced in years, and a youth; The Man was the
greateft in the mechanical part of the Mathematicks he
had ever feen: he learnt they were from Boffon in
New England, The Owner, named Gibbons, who was
Major General of Maltachufett's, and the whole thp $
Company came aboard ‘the 3oth July.

On the 6th Auguft De Fonta made the Owner fome

‘valuable prefents, and took fome Provifions from them,
- and gave Capt. Shapley, the Commander of the Vefiel,

rooo pieces of eight for his ﬂne Charts and ]oumals

. On the 11th of Auguft De Fonta arrived at the 1ft

Fall in the River Parmem‘zers, "and

On the 16th on board the Ships in Lake Bellé.

There is not competent data for defcribing De Fonta's
Track, fince neither the extent of Lake Bel]e, the direition
and Jength of the River Parmentiers, nor the diftance
or diretion in which they failed beyond Strait Ronm-

quillo to the Indian Town, are given: . only he was:-

from .1t July to 6th from Lake Bele to Lake
De Fonte, and on his return, from 11th to 16th
Auguft, that is 5 or 6 days each time. From the
ENE Extremity to the Indian Town, near to which the
Bofton Ship lay, De Fonta was from the 14th to the
x7th of July. On his return he was on his ‘paffage
from the Indian ‘Town to Lake Belle from 6th to 16th
Auvuﬁ.
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Auguft. So that \hi{s Voyage Eaflward, including both
days, could' not have exceeded 18 days, and in his
return Weffward, including botr days likewife, not

more than 11 days: The Extent of Lake De Fonte

160 lagues (5490’) he pafled from the 6th -to the 14th
July, that is"in 8 or 9 days, or between 60" and 70"

¥ day.* On the r4th he pafled Sirait Ronguillo, which

was 34 leagues (114) in 10 hours, with the help. of

a /ftrong ebb, but it is not” expreflfed what was the

iftance to the Indian Town from Strait Ronguillo: only
/ it feems to be above two days voyage farther Eaftward.

It is reafonable to fuppofe that De Fonta would come
back with more expedition than he went, as he was
then returning in a2 known navigation, where he could
- fail with lefs caution. And it is alfo to be remembered,
that the length of the days at that fcafon would leavc
but a ﬁ'xon! night.

The Difcoveries, made by Thofe- whom DPe Fonta

detached to the Northward, do not require any difcuffion’
at prefcnt.

However, as the whole of De Fonta's Voyage has
‘been coufidered as Forgery, It may be proper to add 2
few words on that head.

o

The Account of De  Fontd's Voyagé in the « Me-

* moirs for the Curious” Vol. 2. P. 123 and 183,

;j P April

* It does not abfotutely fallow that De Fonta failed the whole extent of this

Lake, he may defcribe its extent from the report of .the Indians; I fhould
be inclined to fuppofe Lake De Fonte, to be the Arathapefcow Lake, if it was ~

not from the circumftance of Cod and Ling, which. implys it to be Salr

#ater : the direction and extent of the Arathapefcow Lake countenance the fup-
pofition: in fuch cafe R. Parmentiers would be the -Arathapefcow River.

F
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April and June x~08 has, undoubtedly, mapy .miftakes
and chnﬁﬁenmes Tt has been ‘alledged that Lh: Col-
Je¥ion “was pubhfhed by Pétiver, as a bamter..on the
Royal-Society; whoever broached this opinion, muft furely
never have feen the Book! for the greater part has no -
relation to Natural Hiffory, or to any Subje& in. which
the Royal-Society could be in the fmalleft degree con-

| c'emed’:- It is a very Mifcellaneous ebueéﬁog.;

The Ongmal Fournal of De Fonta. has never. appeaqu s

thé change from the 1ft to the- 3d- Perfon, 3nd - the

infertion of circumftances, in the Tremflgtian,- which
could not have come from De- Fanta, have been con-
fidered as Presf of the Farfrer} but according to this
Teft many manufript Relations, in my own pofleflion, would
come under the fame defcription, tho! -of jndubitable
authenticity: For in tranflating, or copying, MSS, it is
ufual to make of fome parts only an Abfiradt, either for
cxpedmon, or becaufe the Original may not contain
any new or important information: But it often. happeas.
that the very words of the Original will be. inferted,
fomenmea from a doubt of the precife meaning, fometimes
& pomt out the exprefs information, or from accidental
motives; and Nbsfes will alfo occafionally be inferted in
the body of the MSS, between Crotchets, or with fome
other 'diftin&ion {ufficient for the Writer’s otenm infor-
mation: = Such a MS coming into the hand of an
injudicious, or carelefs, Editor, would juft make fuch
an incoberent Piece, as The VOyage of De Fonta in the
+¢ Memoirs for the Curious 3 That The Translator was

ill' veérfed, not only in the Spanifh Language, but in
' " ' the
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the' Spahﬁﬁ Hi ifory, is beyond a’ Doubt. De Fonta is
“faid to ¥e Aot Prince of Chili; 1 fuppofe the Original

~was~ P, Yor Prefidente, Preﬁdmt of - Cb:lr, which was

blundered into Prince.

© “That there was - fuch a Perfon, as De Fonts, about
that titié, employed in imponant Nautical Refearches
in the Sourb Seas, is apparent from Burgomafter #it-
Jen  mentioning Him in his. Nord and Off Tartarye,
pobhifired “Béfore this Voyage of De Fonta was inferted
ihto the i*~ Memoirs for the Curious.” It does not
appear -thit " HWiffen was acquainted with tbis Nortbern
 Voyage 6f De Fonta, unlefs his calling him the celebrated
Portuguefe Navigator De Fonta, may be fo conftrued:

nor can we fuppofe the Editor of the ¢ Memoirs for the -

¢¢ Curious” knew any thing of that ¥oyage, mentioned by
H'itfen, for had it been known to him, It would undoubt-
edly have been noticed as well as *“ ncw Prince of Chili:”
fince, even, were the Publicaticn admitted to be a Forgerv,

#t would have given plaufibility to that Forgery, to have
fhevm there was fuch a Nawvigator, then emplowed by the
ng of Spmn, in the Soutb- Seas

T ois ,allcd_gc.d that a Perfon of the name of De Fuentes,
was - Prefident of Chili, which might eafily give occafion
to the Writer of the MS, ufed by the Editor of the « Me-
moirs for the Curious,” for fuppofing Him the fame Perfon,
whofe Voyage he was copying: even fhould it be really a
different Perfon : but as it is not faid what was the year in
which De Fuentes was Prefident of Chili; It is not evident,

the

L g mn
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the Pcr{ou mentioned by Wrtjen was not Pryim of Chili,
for although it is reported the name of the Prefidemt of

Chili was De Fuentes, names are not given with fufﬁem

precifion to decide on the _/}vec ifick letter. »

It is Wcli afcertained, that there were fuch Perfons at
Boflan, and its neighbourhood, as Mgjor-General Gibbons,
who was with Six Thomas Button, in His Difcovery Foyage,
to Hudfon's Bay ; and Capt. Nicolas Shapley; thar Capt.

| Shapley. was an ingenious Man, and pafled under she appel-

lagion of Old Nzc, I was affured by . the celebrated Dx.
Franklin, from the refearches he had ‘made at Boffon: but
#his Faél, and its concomitant circumftances are. clearly
recited by 7. Swaine Drage, Clerk of the California, in his
Tract entitled, < Great Probability of a NW Paflage”
London 1768, 4° p. 65 & feq. I fhall only add that I
have feen at the Britifb Mufeum, a MS Chart of part of
the Coaft of Ne'w-Englarzd by Nic Shapley.

The affectation of bemg wxfez than our Forq/btbers, i

. the great Chara&eriftict Dzﬂm&zm of T hoﬁ’ Men who affume
" the authority of Modern Oracles: and it is fo much eafier,

to freat with derifion, than to inveftigate, that it is not won-

~ derful They find, amongft the Indolcnt, many Votar:es'

r&dy to admit their Dogma:.
| Altﬁough

* Norton Nicolls, an Englifh Renegado, at Mnila in 1761, - affumed; or

* seceived, the. name. of Don. Nicolas Nerton; if De Fonta-was a Por:ugxcfe,

His nzame may ‘have been accommodated to the Spanifh.

-
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Although Capt. Hanna, in the Sea-Otter, has gone further
than.-dny- otwr réecent Navigater, of whom we have an
account “The Extent of the. Seand, he named Frrzbugh
Sednd,: 16 mot- yet determined; but I learn from Capt.
Dixon, that he recommended.to the Veffels he left on
this Coaft, the examination of the Sounds, in that vicinity,
we may therefore hope, in a few months, to receive
further information. from them.. . .

Capt. Barkley has made a Chart of the Coaf, from Naatla
SEaftward, for. which, as well as for his Fournal, I am
indebted to, Mx. Cox ; the laf is very brief, and without the
Chart would convey but little information, the poﬁuons
i his Chart are,

47° 9 . ;125. 23" Point Fear

47. 43. T x.zg. 1. Deftruftion River

47- 47 * 125. 14. Pionacle

48. 8. - o 125. 31, Cape Flatrery

48. 24. « 128. 47. Center of Talouck Ifland

48, 26.  « 125, 24. S? Point of De Fuca’s Entrance

-48. 33, o 125. 48. N? Point D°

48. 0. ¢ 126, o. S Point Barkley’s Sound

49. O » 126, 173. W Point D?

'127. o. W Poiat Nootka

The moft u‘nportant Dxfcovencs in this Voyace feem
to have been made in the boat, when detached, but

there are no circumflantial details of her trip.

It- is alledged that the Spaniards have recently found
an Entrance in the Lat. 47° 45 N which, in 27 days
‘ ' -G .- courfe,
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courfe, brought them to the vicinity of Hudfon’s Bay: *
This Latitude exaétly correfponds to the ancient Relation
of Jobn de Fuca, . the Greek PiIot, in 1592, .who.failed
into a broad Inlet between 47° and 482 which: led him
into a far broader Sea, wherein he failed above. 20 days,
there being at the Entrance, en the NW Coaft, a great
Head La.nd or [fland, with an exceeding High Pmnac/e,
or j}:red Rock, like a Pillar thercupon.

We have no other than verbal report of De Fucas's Difco-
vefy; he communicated the information to Mr. Lock at
Venice, and offered to perform the Voyage, on condition
of having Repayment of the great loffes he had fuftained,
to the value of 60,000 Ducats, when captured by Sir -
Thomas Candifb, in the South-Seas; The amount of this

- Sum would be an obftacle to the Entcrpnze, however

well-convinced they may have been of the reality of his
Difcoveries : ® It is curious that Capt. Barkley fhould
have found f{uch a Pinnacle, in 47° 45”N; ar very little
to. the Northward of where the Spaniards are reported
to ha\e dxfcovered an  Entrance.

Capt.’ Barkley indeed fuppofes a wery wide Entrance,
found more to the Northward, to be- De Fuca’s Strait,

‘but, without prefuming to decide, It muft be obferved,

Thefe various Reports imply, that this part of the Coaft,

as

My Friend the R. Hon. Charles Grewille communicated to me this
intclligence, which Sir Fobn Af“Pherfon got at the Cape Geod Hope from
the Spaniards.

* But De Fucas’s information only proves an inland Sea, and does not imply

that he failed beyond America, altho’ he himfelf drew that inference.




PN 11

, ( 23 )

as well as that farther to the Northward, is only broken
Land and Iflands. "There is a Chart, in the Arcano del

-Mare, of this Coaft from Cape Mendocino in 40° N to

Cape Fortuna in §0° N, in this Chart there is a deep
Bay, with Iflands, called Baia de los Tachaios in 47° 20"N,
probably the fame referred to in Cox’s Carolana p. 64,
where he mentions Capt. Coxton having fitted out a Ship
of 26 guns, with intention to take the Manila Ship,
which he had been informed ufually made the Land in
429N, ¢ but, when he came to the head of California,
(it being too ‘foon by fome months for the putting

“ in execution his intended defign) romaging the Coaft,

¢ he difcovered a great River in- about Degrees
¢¢ North Latitude, which entered a great Lake, near
« the mouth whereof he found a very corivenient Ifland,
“ where he ftaid two or three months to refit himfelf,
¢ happening to have a man on board, who underftood
¢¢ the Language of the Country. ‘The Natives finding
““ he was engaged in an Expedition againft the Spamards,
« treated him very kindly, fupplied hxm very chearfully.
«¢ with whatfoever he wanted, and he contrafted great
¢¢ friendthip with them. He calls them the Nation aof
¢ Thoya. = The Spaniards, as I find in divers of their
<« Expeditions, call it Thoyage, fometimes Tejago. *  They

¢ are often at war with the Spaniards, who have been

¢ always rcpulfed by them, 'lhey bring thirty or forty
¢ thoufand

* Inthe Map of Mexico &e. by Don “7({/&}}) Antontio Alzate y Ramirez,

1768, is marked, Laguna de Teguyo ¢ from the Environs of which it is fuid
¢ the Mexican Indians fct out to cftablith their Empire.” . This Lake fcers
to bc marked in the Map only from report, it is pluced to the NW of
Now Mexico, in about 41°% N Latitude.

/s

s

A 6, Taiee Pt et



S 24)

« thoufand men' in one body into the Field. Thefe and
«. Two other Nations neighbouring, and not much

£ _ ¢ inferior unto them, are accounted the moft fenfible
i | : 4 and civilized Indians in America?’ :

Don Francifco Seyxas y Lovera, in Theatro Naval
Hydrographicay 4° Madrid 1688, gives a brief “account
" of the Voyage of Thomas Peche, 1676, who entered the
Strait of Anian 120 leagucs, intending to return that
way to England, but the month of Oober being well-
advanced, and the winds Northerly, with -a- ftrong
Current fetting to the Southward, he feturned back,
and coafting the Calii/'orm_'as, New-Spain- and. Peru, came
into the. North-Sea, by the Strait of Magalbanes, in
1677. He fays, that when he entered the Strait of -
Anian, he found, from ‘Cape Mendocino on California,
for more than 20 leagues within the Channel, the Current
fet to the NE.

e

& The account given of Peche's Voyage is fo brief,
i that it does not appear where he entered the Strait,
¥ nor, indeed, am I quite fatisfied, that the Sea, on the Weft

of New Albion, is not here meant by the Strait of Anian.

 However, The ‘multiplicity o‘,‘t;"-‘geports, concerning an
Iniand Sea, on this part of AmERICa, gives ftrong confir-
mation to the Opinionsthat the Weff-Coaft, “hitherto dif-
covered, is only Islands, and will account.for the fup-

pofition of Califernia being \an Island, which prevailed

:"‘ in fome part of the laft century, though .contrary to all
the early Maps. ' .
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The Allegation, that this miftake arofe from lbw Land,
in the Latitude of 302 N, being fometimes overflowed,
does not appear by any means fatisfatory; for, This
~would have ‘implied, that the Ifland California did not.
exceed the Latitude of 307 N, whereas a// the Maps,
which defcribe Califirnia as an Island, carry the Sea
within It beyond the Latitude of 40° N; and Fanfon
fays, although formerly fuppofed to be a Peninfula, it
was found to be an Island, in Spanifb Charts taken by
the Dutch : Buacke has publithed a Copy of that part of
the Spanifb MS, which is alledged to have given rife
to the miftaken Opinion ; but, although that MS carries
up the Gulph within California as faras 37° N Lautude,
it defcribes Rivers, fal]an' into it in every dire&ion, as
well from NW as NE: So that it feems impoffible!
This could have been the Map, from whence it was

inferred ¢ the Northern part of California was detacled
¢ from the Continent.” :

De Lislke has colleCted various Reports, in Canada,
tending, if not to prove the exiftence of a Mediterranean
Sea, on this fide of AMERICcA, at leaft to corroborate that
opinion: Thefe Reports are ftrongly confirmed by the infor-
. mation of the Indians, concerning the Tide near the Moun-
tains of Bright Stone; which being above 300 Geographic
‘miles from the Wef Coaft of New Albion, it is not hke]y
the T7de could come from thence. :

This long difcuffion was neccﬁ'ary, to. introduce the
propofed Union of the Operations of The Eaff-India
and Hudfon's-Bay Companys, becaufe the further-in the

Sea Communication extends, on the Weft-fide of AMERICA,

with the greater facility will their Jomt Opecrations be
' conneted. :

| H - " The
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The Hudfon’ s-Bay Company havc already Eftablifhments.
very far inland; Hudfor’s Houfe in 53° o/ 32” N¢Lat
and in 1067 27/ 20” Wlong. 2 1s above 530 Geogra-
phic Miles ftom their neareft Settlement in the Bay:
the diftance remaining to compleat the Communication

. is about 800 ‘Geographic Miles: Mr. T'urnor, by whofe
- Obfervations the pofition of Hudfon’s Houfe, has been deter-
mined, informs me that the Indians report the River con-

" tinucs navigable as far above Hudfon’s Houfe as elow it :

H
miﬁ .
s
&
¥
&8

- and he fays It is of as eafy navigation as the Thames, there

not being one fall or rapid, after paffing that near the #inipeg

- Lake, in a courfe of more than 200 miles. But it is probable

that the Communication between Hudfor’s-Bay and the
i?ﬁ IWefi Coaft of AMemicA would, with more facility, be
;3 made in a higher Latitude, by means of the Chefler-
:} feld Inlet, or fome of the Inmlets and Rivers from Hudfon’s

Bay, connefting with the Arathapefcow, Dobaunt,® and
other Lakes. .

In the Voyages hitherto made to the NW Coaft of
America, the pnnmpal Obje&t has been the Sea-Otter

bk,us N

* I am iodebted for this and other Obfervations to Mr. Plulhp Tumor,
who was employed, by the Hudfon’s-Bay Company, in 1778 and the
following years, in making Swrweys; and determining the Latitude and
Longitude of their feveral Forts and Faltories; this he feems to have executed
with greut credit to him’lf; and to The Cdmp:my who employed him.

* 1 cannot find anyparticular defeription of Dodaunt Lake,itis, byLicut.Roberts’s

Mup, reprefented to be of great magnitude; its exiftence is proven byHearne’s

Mup, which marks a River raaning into it: Hearne’s Journal, 1770, mentions-

-a Lake * in 622 31’ N, called Muagnus by the Natives, becau’e of its having

+ ¢ communication with-a River, which joins to Knap’s Bay, which is where.

. ¢ they always fee the Churchill Sloop, Magnus Fohuflon Commander.” He
‘ alfo mentions another wery large Lake, called Yazh ked Whoie * on different

¢ parts of whch all the Efquimauxs winter that the Churchill Sloop fees in
“ the Summer.”
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Skins, and although thefe be, undoubtedly, the moft
valuable of all Skins, and feemingly the produce of this
Coaft only, yet the Fur-Trade, carried on from Hudfon’s
Bay ;and Canada, have never extended fo far as to meet
with thefe Skins; and, thercfore, in eftimating the value
of the Branch of Trade here in queftion, The Sea-Otter

muit be confidered only as one Article.

The Spaniards, fo early as 1747, brought 200 Skins
of the Sea-Otter to China; and, in 1788, they imported
1500; but of a very inferiour quality, the fur being
coarfe and thort: They colle& thefe Skins at their
Settlements of St.. Francis and Monterey, from whence
they are fent to' Lima, and brought from Peru to Manila,
‘that " Trade being no longer carried on to Acapulco. *

The following: State of the Fur-Trade to China,
I réceiveyd‘ from Mr. Cox, to whofe obliging difpofition
I am indebted for many favours.

v From whence, - Skins. . Spanifh Dollars.

1786, Sca-Otter DBrig, China .- 56c Sea-Otter f{old for 20,040.
1787, { k? A%?:gﬁlf } France - about Goo . . . §,000

_q.. | Capt. Coaok e e N
1787, { E_\jpcr':mcnt} : .Bumb.ay . 6oy . . . 24,000
1787, [ King George } England - . 2332, i;i), F’f:' . 50,00
#7{ Queen Charlotte . other Skins . 2,662

1767, Sea-Oiter Snow, = China .« . 100 and 300 Pieces 8,000 °
1787, Nootka . Bengal about 350 . . . abt140c0
1787, Imperial Eagle Ofiend . abour 700 . «  o.abt.2g;000
49C6 ' 136,662

‘Notwithftanding

* I am indebted to Mr Cox for this very curicus Fact.
b Butit is faid The Purchafer loft 12,000 SDollars by his Bargain.
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Notwith{tanding .the many Veflels, and the number
of Furs imported in 1787, which muft of courfe affe®
the market, and raife apprehenfions, in the Chinefe Mer-

.

- chants, that the Commodity would fall, the Imperial

Eagle’s Skins fold at about 40 Dollars ¥ Skin, which
may fairly be confidered as the Market-Price of the
Nootta -Fursy; Thofe from Prince William Sound, are

held in the moft efteem by the Chinefe, being the
largeft Skins, and the fineft Fur. ‘

But' an article, perhaps, ftill more important, is the

 Seal Skins; which, altho’ individually of much lefs

value, being wanted for the common ufes of Life, will
be the lefs liable to be affeted by accidental valuation:
They are very much on demand in China, and
Mr. Cox informed me, that fuch as fell in England for
2 fhillings, fold for 3 to 5 Spanith Dollars, at Canton.

It is unneceffary to mention the various other Skins, as
Beaver, Martin, Fox, &c. but itis to be remembered, that

" not only the Climate, but the Habits, of China, make I

the great mart tor Furs of all denominations, and their
own Country and Coafts are too well inhabited to afford
an afylum to thofe animals, which abound only in
waftes and wilds, *

Having, in general, faid enough to give an Idea of the
Ob; &t in view; It becomes neceifary to explain, in what
manner the operations of the two Companys are to be united.

Not only the experience of the Veflels, “which have
gone to thc NW Coaft of America, but a moderate
knowledge of the Winds in the China Seas, muft

_ evince,

: 1 am informed that the Beaver imported by the Hudfon’s-Bay Company
wire chiefiy experted to Ruflia for the China Market; the fufpenfion of the
Trade from Ruffia to China has confequently very much affeéted the Mar-
ket in England, but is an argument of double force in favour of the Plan
here propofeds )
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evince, that Sailing from the Coaft of China, earlier
than the end of June, or beginning of July, will only
harrafs the Crew, and tear the Veflel to pieces, for
no. purpofe.

At this time, the early fhips aré arrived at Canton,
or may always be certain of arriving if they chufe; Having
delivered their outward Carco, and refrefhed their (,xew
I propofe a Coppered-Ship fhall fail the 1ft July, for
the NW Coaft of America, to receive the Furs col-
leGted there by the Hudfon’s Bay Company’s Agents.

1 would recommend -the thp to pafs without, or to
the South and Eaft of Formofa ; becaufe the Navigation will

~ be more in the open Sea; but the Paflage within has been .

alfo ufed, and has the probability of a favourable Current ;
therefore. the laft is to be preferred, in cafe of meeting Ea/i-
erly winds to 1mpede the Ship’s going to the South of F ormofa.

It cannot be doubted, a coppered Shlp will reach

the Coaft of America in two months; * She will re-
“main in Harbour ’tll after the Equx_no@cxal Gales, and

then return to China, where fhe will arrive in December,
and be ready to come hometo England, in January orFebru-
ary : fo that, in the general vxew, there lel be no lofs of

“time :

* Capt. Hanna, in the Sea-Otter, 1786, left Macao the 4th of May,
and, by failing fo foon, was 42 days in getting 3 moderate days fail. They

left the Coaft of Japan the 2d July, and made the Coaft of America, near -

Wootka, 16th Anguft, and 49 there the 18th, or in 47 days from Japan:.
allow to Japan . . .o e . . . I2at100 mxlcs#‘day,

——

' : 159
The Sea-Otter is defcribed as a very bad Suiler.

Capt. Meares, in the Nootka, r786, left the Bathees the 3oth ]unc, and
wade the Fox Iflands the. 30th July.
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time ; for although the Ships are difpatched from China, in
turn, according to their arrival, and therefore a . Ship
arriving in June, would be difpatcched home before

- February, yet other Ships muft remain till that month,.

and if one be difpatched early, another muft come late; ‘and
v. v. if this comes from China early, that will be difpatched
late : However, although Ships, remaining in India, ufually
arrive at Canton in June, it may be alledged, that
dire& Ships from England, would not arrive before

Auguft, and therefore it may be proper to ﬁate a charge

of two months demorage to this account. ?

To what Port it would be the fitteft for a Ship to procced
may admit a queftion; perhaps Bucarelli in 552 19/ N
as being the moft central; Capt. Portlock is inclined
to prefer fome-Port to the Northward; in the Sounds
from Mount Edgecumbe vo Crofs Sound, or between 57°
and 587 N. Latitude, from the abundance of Sea Otter-Skins,
and the many excellent Harbours: He learnt from the
Natives, of Portlocks Harbosr, that there was Water
behind them, to the Egffward of the Hills, which he
conceived to refer to Sounds, making Iffands, on that
part of the Coaff: However, this is a matter which
to authorife a determination, would require 2 more exa&
knowledge, not only of the Coaf, but of the interiour
Lakes and Rivers, than we at prefeht have.  But the
Ele&ion fhould be made of that Port, where the com-
munication can be moft conveniently kept'up, by Pofts
or Faltories, at regular and expedient diftances from.
Hudfon’s-Bay. :

A bare

»

In time of Peace the dcmorage is £20. 16, 8. 3f* day to the common
fizod Indiamen; to fmali fhips lefs; It commences at the expiration of four

Months atter the Ship’s arrival at her firft-configned Port; Two months des
morage will therefore be about £1200,




( 3t )

A bare infpeCtion of the Map, with the flighteft’
attention to what has been faid, will evince, that the.
.Co-operation of the Two Companys, would effeGtually
~fecure to this Country the Command of the Fur-Trade;
for by no other way, than Hudfon’s-Bay, can the Com-
munication be made with fo much facility, nor with fo
little expence as by a Ship from China: and having
thus the option of the Chinefe, as well as the Luropean.
Markets, no other Traders can ftand in competition.

The Canadian Traders have extended their Traffick -
up to, and beyond, the. Hudfon’s-Bay Company’s Inland
Falitories; Ths competition cannot redound to the
Public Intereft, but, on the contrary, muft enhance the pnce
of the Furs, purchafed from the Indtans; » and, what is.
much more confequence to this Country, the Canadians.
having fo great a diftance to traverfe, and fo many
carrying-Places and Rapids to impede their way, cannot -
convey to the Indians our Staple Manufaltures, fuch
as Coarfe Woollens and Iron-ware, but their Exports, muft
be chiefly in Ammunition, and Proof-Spirits, to the
deftruétion of the Indians.

Nor, politically confidered, is it {o defirable that this
Commerce. fhould be carried on from Canada, as from
Hudfon® s Bay: for if thefe Traders: were to reach the

South-Sez,
* In their application for an exclufive priviledge for 10 )ears, They j\lftxv
reprefent that an exclufive Privit ledge was effentially neceflary for the proper

management of this Trade, but They forget that The Hudfon’s-Bay Company’s -
" Charter had already granted that exclufive Priviledge. They offered to explore.
“and deliver Maps of the Country tothe Weft of Hudion’s Bay, from 552to 652 N

Latitude : But The Hudfon’s Bay Company had before their offer was made,
communicated Mr, Hearn#’s Map of thofe parts, and although Mr. Heamé has
‘1éft much ;'ct to be done, This is more likely to be. effected by The Hudfon’s-

Bay Company, than by the Cunadian Traders ; who feem to be fearcely lefs
Javage, thin the moft Savage of the Indians.
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~ South-Sea, it is highly ~probible they would, in con-

jun&ion. with Emigrants from the United States of

. America;> in". courfe of Time, . eftablith: themfelves on:that

»Sea, and carry on the Trade independant: of :thi#?® King-

doi’n, Whereas the Fa&ories in Hudfon’s Bay":‘_"'cén

nnwr be alienated from the. Mother-Country.

It appears, from thc Indian Maps, that the zfratbapg/?:ow
- Lake communicates with Hudfor’s-Bay ; it is therefore
highly expedient to examine what obftruions there are to- ‘
%navwate thither ; for this Lake is rcported by Mr Hcarne,’ :
fmm the information of the Indians, to be about- 4oo miles”’
lonig : <The moft efféctual "minner of making this exami-
nation, would -be from the ' Arathapefcow Latke, which, -
by the Obfervation of the Longitude at Hudfon's Houfe,
appears to be much nearer Hm{/‘on s Bay than Mr Hearne’s .

DMap reprefenta

" Whoever has read Mr. Hearne’s journal muﬁ fecl a"

ftrong defire, of correéting the brutality of the Indians,
truely called Suvage, by introducing amongft them the
Comforts and Humanity of civilized Life, and nothing

- will be more conducive, towards effe&ting that defireable

Purpofe, than eftablithing the Knowledge of Ged, and the

Light of “the Gofpel, amonoﬁ them. -

But in Juftice to the Indxans, on the Weft Coaft of -
America, it ought to be mentioned, that they do not"

appear, in any decree, fo barbarous and brutal : the Abooa
Tribe of Indians, in the neighbourhgod of Nootlza, ftood
true to their engigements with Capt,Haﬂna in 1785, and

would not felf one Skin to_Mr. Strange, altho” hé came

thither in 1786 before Capt. Hanna, but kept the whole
*till Capt. Hanna’s Arrival : This Inflance of Probxty
znd Honour -ought not to pafs unnotxccd' '
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