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T -you fels
T 0 o o
3364 do feel you to be that
kind of triend.’
And now may |
‘=aiure 10 say a word ahout yuarsecll
lv"mi," v o et s misunierstand
ing tak: Joy ou: ol your ke,
Fry to-eet “thing stiaight. So few
less and %0 frank with me, how ca
‘allow's “mistake to exidt fr on
gazed up at him with-
713 tul but perfaatly hopziess look i
“e eyes: Sheshook her hea i
“Taere ere som: things
Bcult ever to be i sh
oaid, o

¢ Wil you mot trust m: to give ar
“pintse-upon thavds I-am nxt M
Danos ; and sometimes a third per-
w0 ocan perceivg what two canno
sen f;ln you nottell me your di

‘101 could weltyon, I could tel
sim,' wmid Masgacet, sady. ‘Baui
th ok you far your sympathy, and 4
—ul tne rest. [ wmust g now, or |
nall b-have like an idior,” she said.
«ith a little wry Smile, and g.ving hin
wr hand. ‘%o)d bye.'

He felt that he could pot -detair
rer any longer, pressed her offere
und, and turned away with a strong
< ling of disgust for the man who,
wav.ng once secured Margaret’s love
:ould suffer er 2derstandiog to
sart bim from her. He was far from
‘aving the slightest idea that be him
elf had had anything to do with tha
misunderstanding.

Could he at that moment hav:
een Lance’s face, as, standing in th.
wening of the thicket above them,
we looked down on the figureso
Margaret and Sir Hatley in earnest
onversation on the path b:low, h:
uight have gained more jnformarion
s to the cause of the difference be
ween the lovers than he was ever
ikely to gain in “ny other manner.

Lince, having made up his mind
hat he would see Marigold again, had
urived at the nearest station to Am-
erwolds by an early train, and was
walking across the woods to the vil
age, when he suddenly found him-

self looking down fiom a distance
m Miss  Huntingtower and her--
friend.

Had the girl been presented to his
:yes on any other spot of earth
rather than in these woods—the woods
acred to their old dear meetinge,
their bours of happy companionship
wd unbroken fath—he might not
nave been driven so utterly mad by
it a8 he was. Bt now he stood
Juite still.with & sort of horror, look-
ing at the past and present, both

Ase2gny from him, but he saw ber

vdise her bead and look up at Sa i

with an earnest movement
He saw Winthrop take her hand and
hold it; and then he would see no
more. but wheeled round, and start
ed off to walk back to the station as
fast as he could to catch the rewrn
ing train to London.

He was not so quick, however, but
that Margaret saw him. Sir Harley
havieg d ner hand and leh
her, she swi set her face 10 the
thicket again, lest any stray travgler
m the path should surprise her in
iears; and then it was that she saw
wnd recognized Lance's retreating
figure.

Her first impulse was to cry out to

‘ him, to run and overtake him, to

bring him to her side atany cost ; bat
1 moment’s thought silenced her,

In ber agony she flung her arms

t‘,?“'. ‘
Crwignania e

is jeslous of Sir Harley Wi

justified the question, and
grew lily-white again.
thould she not let
uilty of this treaChery,
toned no more? It mi

refuge behind such a shameful uo-
truth than she could vigorously deny

youog man, Rene,

bad; and i she, Lady

could only get him under her own
control she would undernake to work

it. She said with a scomful curl of | up his raw material and tum him ouw

the lip that was a new expression on
her sweet mouth :

‘After all, when he thiaks so, why
shou!d mnot everyone else think
ol

‘Then it is not true V'

“If you believe it possible, you may
as well believe it trug.’

‘¥argaret, [ think you are possess-
ed of somie uncanny spirit. You are
like a changeling. Uatil you wen!
to P uris no one ever heard your lips
prevaricate.  Your straight, clea
answer might always be counted upon
Now it is impossible to get an honest
word from you. You talk in rid-
dles.’

‘Life has become a riddle to me;
1iidie T cannct read. [ suppose
[ am what circumstances have made
we.'

‘Margaret, you used to love me.
Have you say idea of what pain you
afe giving me ?'

‘L think L have. Only my own
pain is so great it seems as if I can-
ant feel yours. It is borrible, isn't

LY
‘Most hagtible. My, girl, you must
be roused out of this o ;
i - Here a sudd¥ feas that
e ctlid so dear to her was Becom
ng insane came upon A‘lu “morbi‘
*You have yourself into a
‘- appears that talkiog
g r will drive it away.

‘Don’t ask me. Nothing could be
50 hard for e at present as any

attempt at pleasure-secking.’
‘Do you remember saying that you

5 nbappy indecd, Bndiog conson

a proper squire. But Justina, who

was as obstina’e as any one in the

world, was still going about persisting

(in her smiling wa) ) in regarding ber-

«lf as engaged to that presumptuous
. Famley.

However, of that Lady Winthrop \
is She|®

hinted nothing to M. Dunois
would make a great final effort tc
rouse Justina to a sense of ber duty
and would give her an opportunity
of retrieving her fortunes

‘Yes, I perceive that it might be
suitable,” said her ladyship, ‘but girh
in this country are so wilfu!, M
Dunois. A mother cannot answer
for the fancies of her daughter. Yow
grandson and my Justina are hard'y
acquainted ; and 1 am sure that o
your proposal were laid before her
this ‘moment, she would refuse i

promptly. An E glishwoman wants | &

o be wooed, you sce !

‘And why should she not be?' said |

the squire. ‘ In fact, my idea was t
invite the young lady to some
time at Amberwolds, y grand
daughter, Fifine, will be_gcharmed 11,
have her sonk And Rene will be

N us me." #

To this Lady Winthrop
agreed ; tmﬂ gemly shaking
her head and waming the *quire not

tion and joy in lookifig ats certainl;

pictuse in the National Gallery? Try
the experiment now.’

Margaret smiled wanly. ‘That was sitting in

round a gn.ud hul.hn ha,.-o ture,
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CHAPTER XXIX.
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