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MEETING OIFf SYNOD.

FIRST SESSION.

A1 Toronto, and within Cooke's Chuuneh there, the fonrteenth day of June, one
thousand eight huudeed and fifty-ninz, the which day the Svood of th Pevsbytecian
Church of Canada m:t, aad after sermon by the Rev, Thomas Wardeops, Mod-
erator for the past year, from 1. Cor. i.chap. and 21st vers2, was cons'ituted with
prayer.

The Synod Roll was mad2 up, and called; and the names of mambers in attend-
ance were marked.

(Thie names of Members in altendance are marked with an asterisk.)

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO. .

MINTSTERS. FLDERS. CONGREGATIONS.
*Robert Burns, D.D......Prof. of Caucch History. . Knox Coliege.
*Michael Willis, D.D..... Prin. & Prof. Divinity.... * 4
ST umes TIAELI: (e Vb a s ad du s se e s es
*Thomas Lowry......... *James Brebuer.,....... Whithy.

*Alex. Topp. A sL.......*Jolm MeMarrich....... Kuox’s Church, Toronto.
*Wm: BAa AM i eiis Goneral Agent.........
o4 1 Holmes., . i il Nathaniel Huanter. .. ... Brampton,. &e.
* 'hos. Wightman. . .:....*John Alexander........ Tonisfil. Rarrie & Essa.
*John McTavish.,. ..... *John Campbell......... Thorah and ¥ldon.
*John weLachtan. o .oe s *James Lindaay. ......... Acton,
*\Wm. Grege, AL M...... *Joseph McAuley. ... ... ooke's Ch, Toronto.
*George P.Young....... rof, Exegetical Theolo:y Knox Collere,
PJames Nisbebe, . oo o0 o045 *John Barelay. ...o00 00 Qakville & Dundas St.
*Robert Ure..cocovvesss #*James McLure......... Strectsville,
*John Gray...coeocvaeees *George Thompson. . ..... O illia and Ore,
*Jos. Alexander, A.M....*Donald Elder........... (Tnien and Norval,
*James Adams,......... *Samuel MeCuatcheon. ... . King.
DI T e *Wm Clark. Jr...... + .. Searboro’.
*Thomas Sharp.......... William Heron......... Ashburnand Utica.

SOl Blaek 2 o v *Donald McLellan. . . ....Red River.
*D. B. Pearce........... JohnTolfree........... Weston.
“Samen Mitohell, .. ... 0 ivvinnsnrssase csrserres Milton and Boston Church.
*Daniel Anderson....... *Andrew Barelay. .......Brock and Reach.
*Jumes SeWart....cocvveeovsossssts tensanones Oro (Gaelic).

WiLLiax Greae, Pres, Clerk.
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A
PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.
MINISTERS. ELDERS. CONGRRGATIONS.
*Geo. Cheyne, A.M...... *Andrew Letham......., Saltfleet and Binbrook.
R I - i 4+ 7 P s b S5 4 2 o) Dundas.
*John Bayne, D.D....... o RO 01T TR Galt.
*George Smellie......... *James Ross, M.P.P..... Fergus.
*Alex. McLean, M.A....*Wm, Mitchell.......... Cumminsville and Nairn.
*John Alexander........ PN EWINE 0 Brantford.
*Duncan McRuar. ....... *Murdoch McRae....... Ayr.
*James Black........... * Alexander Mitchell. . . . .. Caledonia.
*Andrew J. McAuley....*Archibald McPhail. . ... Nassagaweya.
*Robert Irvine,D.D. .. .. YOORN UOBK: . v Hamilton, Knox's Church. ;
David Inglis............ *A.J. McKenzie........ Do. MecNab St. Ch.
L BRI RO ST TR TR Paris.
*Robert F. Burns........ *James Dougan......... St. Catherines.
*John Gillespie. ......... *William Speirs......... Blenheim.
S T AR S R East Puslinch.
*Wm. Maclndoe...... .. James Forbes,......... Wel. Sq. & Waterdown.
*James Middlemiss. .. .... *William Gibbon........ Elora.
i G TR Robert Lowry.......... Port Dover and Simcoe.
Thos. Isaac Hodgskin. ......................... Doon and New Hope.
*Robert Jamieson. . ... ... *Salmon Minor.......... Dunnville. ,
*A. Constable Geikie. . . . . *G. Davidson........... Berlin. B I
*Andrew MclLean....... Gillies McBean. ........ ‘West Puslinch. ‘
R BT o <o 000 Wm. Russell........... Allansville.
*George Cuthbertson. . ... William Mitehell. . .. ... Woolwich. '
*John McRobie......... *Henry Fleming. . ....... Walpole and Jarvis.
*John G. Murray........ S 1. OO i i iviaiis Grimsby.
SO WRIRIE. s s 0o s ova00r onntnennne onseos Sydenham 2nd Con. |
R O 46407 05 0 0 0.6 6.0 5 siniwinroins ws 60 ad Sullivan and Derby.
B DR LELR U0V ah o0 000 nns suntindt v niles Durham.
B wis v 50 v 0N0s biwes o anvriiieds inneaide Guelph.
B 4l ot DR s 3 o 5 9V snmaidie A Wellesley.
R T T TP Owen Sound Chalm Ch.
e RS TR PN *Peter Christie.......... Niagara.
James Miporeuiss, Pres. Clerk.
{ H
PRESBYTERY OF KINGSTON. ¢ :
MINISTERS. ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS. ¢ p
Henry Gordon. .......... George Lindsay......... Gananoque. 2
*Andrew Wilson........ James Gibson.......... Kingston, Brock St. Ch. #
e Gy L *Alex. McAlister. .. ... .. do. Chalmer’s Church. 4
James Hume........... Alex, Moome....\ s iss Melrose & Roslin. |
R R Madoc. -u
*Wm. McLaren......... De. B, :i.i:iteiit Belleville. 1 ‘
*Robert C. Swinton. .. ... *John L. Blaikie. . ....... Picton.
B v ket s s b oahky s b PRI Ly s Trenton and Consecon.

A. MacArister, Pres. Clerk.
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A ]
{ SR
PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.
MINISTERS. ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS.
William McAlister.............. .............. Metis.
*Wm. B. Clark......... O. Richardson.......... Quebee.
L SRR ORI e S Lachute,
RDARIOL OGN, . ixoniaih <o o o bl il o e m = o Indian Lands, &e.
B. F. Greig (Deputy)....*J. Court.............. Cote St., Montreal.
“Ax. F. Kam........ PR T« 2atisivins A anie St. Gab’l St., Montreal.
p % e SRR AP ON St. Sylvester.
DU T o s 5 s 50 4 o ikt M st . Winslow.
Duncan Cameron.. . .... D. McCrimmon, ........ Lochiel.
*James McOonechy.,.........c000 vonveininnaes Leeds.
Hugh Campbell........ B I o's v iolds s e o Cornwall.
*John Anderson......... D. Cameron............ Lancaster.
BRI DRCIURIIY 5 « o s « 65650 s 40 Eondinaniody doiaal St. Louis de onzague.
Jobhn Milge............ L R ] 1 | G e English River
“John Crombie. ......... 0P8 (0T 7)) SR Inverness.
ool A R O T Vankleekhill.
Alexander Allan............ ............,.....Bt. Eustache.
N S Gt ad s 445 5 b o s b hatled Fad Lingwick.
A T R S B Kenyon.
- g IR R A Richmond.
| 0 TN RONC T Lo v, v o ¢ oiv's o8 o Sibors Vo 04 5 0 Chatcauguay.
A L s R Y SR Y Martintown and Williame-
town.
DO 8, R R s o S e o Winchester, &ec.
., SRR A ek SRR B B BT Calvin Church, Languerre.
RN & o U ORI Lol 4 LU T Osnabruck and Williams-
burgh.
! e FTTUT D AR AN SR SO R Valleyfield.
B st ek b I gt C UL Farpham Centre.
RPN L1t e PR R S RO Alexandria.
I U S T e s s 4 i s st s an b e a s Kennebec.
Avrexanpir F. Kene, Pres. Clerk.
PRESBYTERY OF OTTAWA.
¢ MINISTERS. ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS.
James Geggie.......... Mr. Cuthbertson. . . ..... Dalhousie.
*Simon C. Fraser....... John Forrest. .......... McNab.
) *Thomas Wardrope . ..., Wn. Taylor. ........... Ottawa.
. *John Corbett.......... Mr, Pritchend.......... Wakefield.
*John McKinnon........ Robert Kennedy. .. . ....Beckwith & Goulburn.
CORMINE TR RNRMI . o 0 575 o s 0% 640 0.0 broviem s b s dnss Perth.
*John L. Gourlay........ Hugh Gourlay.......... Aylmer & Nepean.
*David Wardrope....... PAGAR O00K. . 000 i vainss Bristol.
{ Henry McMeekin. ... ... G IO e o 5« 500 bible Pembroke.
1 *James Whyte.......... Mr. Rodney............ Osgoode.
Wm. McKenzie. . ....... B TN 4 i o b onivd Ramsay.
...................... Andrew McKenzie. .. ...Renfrew.
...................... John Lough. . ..........Cumberland & Lochab'r.

Joun L. Gourray, Pres. Clerk.
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PRESBYTERY OF LONDON.

MINTATERS. ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS.

ST 3 1 A SR 1 SRy Mitchell.

Donuld MeKenzie. . ..... Donald Campbell.. ... .. Zorra,

*Duncan MeMillan, . .. ... Angus McKay......... Aldborough,
R AR M ORI . T, e S i vida Stratford,

e D ot SR S S £ R I o North Easthope.
*Wm. Meldrum.......... Vm. McKenzie........Harrington,
LR DO DT A LR SR L R Eymondville.

Robert Wallace........ *John Munroe .......... Ingorsoll,

SI0hn Fraser’, |, Joesbns Jotn McKenzie . ....... 'I'hamesford.
*Wm. R. Sutherland. . ... Duncan Campbell .. .... Ekfrid und Mosa,
b e DB SRR AR S « hatham.
Lucllan McPheisor.. .... Doveld Fraser, ........ Williams.

T UL S *William ¢ lark.% ....... Lon on.

*Davil Walker.,,. . ... g3 BT R Sarnia,

e e x L RTINS ST G SRR Plympton.

s ALHET L6 A S Robert Vanvrankin, .. .. Juxton,

IOTI AL, o) oo 60nionis nie *Robert Carnochan ... ... Brueefield,

Duncan MeDinrmid. . ... Robert MeDonald ... ... Chalmers Ch., Woodstock. .f
R DT R SRR TR (e T T (AT S Blandford. -
*James Ferguson, ... .... Wiiliam Colvin ........ l.ibo and Carradoe.

o BT T U R SR R I A R SR O ¢ /
*Wm T. veMullin,..... *Wm. Whealy ..........Mornington.

*Alcxand r Young ...... P/ MGl L St. The mas.

*John McMillun ........ Donald MeCorniick., . ... I'ingal.

*John Straith...........*Archiba'd Young....... "Tilbury,

*William Forrest........ Duncan McKinlay .. .... Ridgerown,

®John"“Rennie. . .cvpe o Alexander Gordon. .. ... Buachville,

gk Rl e AL SRR TR 4 St. Mary's.

DR . £ oo ot L b de 433 FhednaslVd, Bosanquet,

SRINON W, UNOBIIEY 0%, 4, e, e Sirh Sehqoss oy Mandawmin & Enniskillen.
*Arch, MeDiammid, . ... .. Donald McMillan., . ..... Wallacetown & Currie Rd.
5 Y T A et e PR L ML Clinton, .
...................... *Andrew Smith.........Knox's Ch.. Woedstock.
...................... Jolin Stewart. ... ....Be!mont und Yarmouth

WirLiax Doax, Pres. Clevk.

PRESBYTERY OF COBOURG.

MINISTERS. ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS, '
pT o H DT S A RIRAR SR AR S. Cavan & Millbrook.
*John M. Roger ........ *Wiiliam "tally ......... Peterborn, L}
*John W. Smith ........ AV OOV L R Grafton & Vernonville,
"Wm.J. MeKenzie, . 0 *Dawid Hunige 005 5tsh . Baltimore & Coldsprings.
*Francis Andrews. ... ... *Alexander Wood,...... Keene and Westwood.,
Sguln Smith ,.....00 .3 RO BTG oo ke s LBowmanville & Euniskill’n. ‘
EWilllam Blnin o000, Edward Sanderson. ... .. Springville. |
*James Bowie ..., .. ..., PAlex, Pemer: (000014 Norwood and Warsaw, '
i (B RPN A TRRR TR L P RN Cartwright and Baliyduff.
*Peter Duncap........ .. *Walter Rutherford . ..... Colborne and Brighton. |
*Thomas Alexander. . . ... *Andrew Runciman., . . ... Percy and Feymour. '

o o0 O oe Fo v "Ainivew Jefltey. . ....... Cobourg. r
Jaxes Bowig, Pres. Clerk.
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PRESBYTERY OF BROCKVILLE.

MINISTERS. ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS,

TR IR, 56 oo ot e e e m s e i i 4%
*Robert Boyd, D.D...... *Joseph Reid........... Presci tt.

Wm, Lochead...... ... Thomas Thompson. ..... Gloucester & N. Gower.
*James K. Sinith, A M., James Breakenridge. . . .. Brockville.
* Andrew Melville. . ...... *Wm. Elliott........... Edwardsburgh.

Archibald Crawford. . . .. Jeter. RWIOR: L. i o ¢t West Port.
*J. Charles Quin........ b [ F R Kemptville,
¥D. E. Montgomery...... Andrew Carson. ........ Mountain & S. Gower.
...................... oo s o oo s ARG LR ONES 6N Ly,
............................................ North Aungnsta, Mirrick-
............................................ ville, & Burritt’s Rapids.

James K. Smirh, Pres. Clesk.

;3(1”5;“;" of The Synod proceeded to elect a Moderator, when My, (eorge

cderator, v ) A . . >

- Paxton Young, Professor of Exegetical Theology in Knox College
was unanimously elected, and took the chair.

g;'l'l‘;“l;;‘;” on The Synod appointed the following Committee on Bills and Over-
Overtures. tures, namely :—The Moderator and Clerk of Synod, Messrs 1",

McPherson, J. Scott, J. Ross, ). Walker, W. King, Dr. Bayne, Dr.
Irvine, Messre. D). McRuar, M. Y. Stark, J. Middlemiss, R. F.
Burns, Dr. Buarns, Dr. Willis, VWwessrs. W, Greeg, A. Topp, T.
Lowry, J. Gray, J. Laing, I'. Alexander, W. Blain, J. Smith, A.
Wilson, W. McLaren, P. Gray, Dr. Boyd, Yessrs. J. K. Smith
T. Wardrope, J. L. Gourlay, J. B. Duncan, 8. C. Fraser, A, F.
Kemp, J. Crombie, J. Anderson, J. McConechy, Miu'sters; and
Messre. W. Clark, A. Smi'h, D. McLellan, M. C. Lutz, J. McMar-
rich, J. Barclay, A. Fraser, A. Macalister, Joseph Reid, Thomas
Nicol, James Court, J. Hossack, T. Dallas, W. Elliot, Klders ; Mr.
T. Wardrope, Convener, and Mr. A. F. Kemp, Clerk.

Daily Meotings. It was agreed that the Synod should meet daily at 10 o’clock,
continuing in session unti. 3 ; resume business at 6 P. M., and con-
tinue unti! 10 P. M.

Printing of On motion made and seconded, it was agreed that the Reports of

Reports. the College Committee, the Committee on Foreign Missions, Home
Missions, and the Widows’ Fund, be printed aund circulated twenty-
foar hours before the said Reports are laid before the Synod for dis-
cussion, and that a Committee be appointed to consider what may
be done in the matter this year ; the Committee to consist of Messrs.
McRuar, Geikie, Dr. Irvine, and Mr. McTavish, Ministers; and
Messrs. M. C. Lutz and James Ross, Elders.

Leave for The Synod granted leave to Presbyteries to meet in Toronto dur-
o B ing the intervals of the sessions of Synod.
meet,

It was agreed, that to-morrow the Committee on Bills and Over-
tares should meet at 10 A. M., and that the Synod should meet at
half past 11, the first hour to be spent in devotional exercises,

The diet was closed with prayer.
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SECOND SESSION,
WepNespay, 15th June, 1115 o'clock, A.M.

The Synod again met, and was constituted with prayer, praise,

and the reading of the Word.
Devotional T'he first hour was spent in devotional exercises, which were con-
W ducted by the Moderator, and Messrs. W. B. Clark, W. J. McKen-
zie,and A. Topp.

The minutes of last dict were read and sustained.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures presented Report.  The
same was received and sustained.

Motetoror®  On motion made and seconded, it was unanimously and cordially

sermon, agreed, that the thanks of the Synod be tendered to’ Mr. T. Ward-
rope, Moderator for the past year, for the excellent and suitable
sermon preached by him at the opening of the Synod. The thanks
of the Synod were accordingly conveyad to Mr. Wardrope by the

Moderator.
Committees on v . . o UL kg TNl
Proshytery )'Ihe Synod appointed the following Committees for cxamining
Records. Presbytery Records, viz :—

For Presbytery of Hamilton-—Messrs. A. F. Kemp, J. Scott, and

W. Clark.

For Presbytery of Toronto—Messrs. G. Smellie, J. Crombie, and
J. Court.

For Presbytery of Cobourg—Messrs. T. Lowry, D. McRuar, and
M. McRae.

For Presbytery of Kingston—Messrs, W. B. Clark, J. McMillan.
and J. McMaurrich.

For Presbytery of Brockville—Messis. A. 'Topp, J. W. Smith,
and A. Smith.

For Presbytery of Ottawa—Messrs. A. Wilson, W. 'T'. McMullen,
and D. McLellan.

For Presbytery of Montreal—Messrs. .J. Gillespie, J. Ross, and
A. McAlister.

For Presbytery of London—Messrs. J. Bowie, M. Y. Stark, and
. Hossack.

Committee on The Synod also appointed Messrs. S. C. Fraser, J. Mitchell, J.
Synod Record. - Rennie, and Arch. Q’oung. a Committec to examine the Synod

Record.
o o The Synod appointed the following Committee to make arrange-
ok ments for the supply of the pulpits in Toronto on Sabbath, viz :—

Messrs. Topp, Gregg, T. Wardrope, T. Wightman, and J. Mec-
Murrich,—Mr. Topp, Convener.

Committes to The Synod a ’pomu‘d Messrs. S. (. Fraser, McLaren, R. F.
:i':.',l:{t;:':_m' Burns, and A. Young, a Committee to examine and classify the
returns of Presbyteries to overtures sent down by last Synod.

f:::;"t,': tah  On ap?lication duly made, the Synod granted leave to the Pres-

go ¥ license. bytery of London, to take on trials for license the following Students
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of Divinity, viz :—Messrs. George Bremuer, Alex. McKay, Alex.
Fraser, William Matheson, and James Greenfield.

On similar application, leave was granted to Preshyteries to take
on trials for license, Messrs. W. Millican. (. Cameron, James
Robertson, Thomas Fenwick. George (‘raw, James (fampbell, Peter
McDiarmid, John McEwen, Robert Leask, A. (‘urrie, and William
lochead.

Application having been made by the Presbytery of Montreal, for
lcave to take on trials for license, Mr. C. McKerracher, Student, who
had attended three sessions in the New College, Edinburgh, besides
six years in the University, but had not delivered two of the dis
courses required in the Divinity Hall ; it was moved by Mr, McTa-
vish, and seconded,—That the Synod refuse the application of the
I’resbytery of Montreal to take Mr. McKerracher on public proba-
tionary trials, till he has attended a session at Knox College, and
has delivered the usual discourses. It was moved in amendment by
Mr. Kemp, and seconded,—That in all the circumstances of the case,
and without constituting a precedent, the Synod grant leave to the
Presbytery of Montreal to take Mr. McKerracher on trials.

On a division, the amendment carried, and the Synod accordingly
granted the leave applied for.

The diet was then closed with prayer.

—— et e ————

THIRD SESSION.
Webxsesnay, 15th June, 6 o'clock, P.M.

The Synod again met, and was constituted with praisc and prayer.
The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.

The Synod proceeded to take up appeal of the Kirk Scsssiun of Appeal of Session
St. Andrew’s Church, Sarnia, against a finding of the Presbytery of g:\:i“l::““w?"i‘,'r’;:‘
London. : of London

The papers in the case having been read, the following motions
were duly submitted.

1. It was moved by Mr. A. F. Kemp, scconded by Mr. G. Cheyne, Mr Kemp's
that the Synod preceed to hear parties in the case. motion.

2. It was moved by Mr. W. J. McKenzie, seconded Ly Mr. D. Mr. McKenzie's
Wardrope, - #“ That a Committee of five members be appointed to motion
meet at Sarnia to cite and hear partics, and finally adjudicate in the
case,”

3. It was moved by Mr. McLaren, seconded by Dr. Irvine,~* That Mr McLaren's
the case he referred to a Select Committee, {o mature a decision and motion.
report to the Synod at an early day.”

On a division Mr. McLaren’s motion was carried, and in terms of Mr, MeLaren's
it the Synod appointed the following Committee, viz :—Mr. Topp, ™otion carried
Convener, Dr. Bayne, Mr. W. B. Clark, Mr. Stark, and Dr. Boyd, Committee
Ministers, and Messrs. McMurrich and Court, Elders, to mature a #ppeinted
decigion and report to the Synod at an carly day.
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Ter-centenary
celebration;

Tewperance
memaorials,

Mr, Kirkland to
be received as a
Probationer,

Mr, J. Straus to
be received asa
Probationer.

The Synod then took up a memorial from several members of
Synod with reference to the proposed celebration of the ter-centenary
of ‘the: Reformation in Seotland, in the course of the year 1860.
Other doeuments on the same subject were also read. The Synod
unanimonsly and cordially approved of the object brought forward
in the documents before the Synod, and referred the matter to a
small Committee to report thereon at a future diet ; the Commitiee to
consist of Dr. Willis, Dr. Barns, Messrs. Cheyne, Scott, J. B. Duncan,
J. Smith, and A. Young,—Dr. Willis, Convener.

Thereafter the Synod proceeded to hear memorials from various
Tempcrance Associations, and also a memorial from Mr. J. J. E.
Linton, Stratford, on the subject of Temperance. After discussion,
tha following resolution, on motion of Mr. R.F. Burns, seconded by
Mr. W. B. Clark, was unanimously adopted, viz :—

“ The Synod, without committivg itself to auy opinion respeci-
ing the organizations from which the memorials emanate, hereby
renew ihe testimony which {or a succession of years they have
borne against the enormous «vils of intewperance. Every year
gives increasing foree to their co wviction that it is the chief
cause of poverty aund crime, discase and death, throughout our
land ; that it is the principal oceasion of discipline throughout our
chureh @ and that there exists no wmore formidable obstacle to the
spread of the Gospel among ns. The Synod rejoice in the passing by
the Legiclatare of a Sabbath Liquor Law. The Synod bail with satis-
faction every well designed and well directed effort to arrest the pro-
gress of intemperance, counsel the employment of moral suasion, and
the exhibition of a covsistent examnple, with this view, on the part of
all office-bearers and memhers of our Church, and earnestly deplore the
sanction given by the anthoritier of the Jand to a traffic fraught with
effects go disastrous. The Syned further recommend to Preshyteries
and Scssions to have special regard to the sonrces of intcmperance
within their respective bounds and to nse every legititoate means for
their removal ; and feeling on many accounts it w ould be desirable to
have a Standing Committee on this subject, they resolve to appoint the
following Committee, viz : Mr. Jobn Smith, Convener, Messrs, R. F.
Burns, D. Inglis, John Alexander, Gregg, and Nishet, Ministers, and
Messrs, Elder, Court, Young, Hasseck, and McLellan, Elders ”

The Synod took up application from Presbytery of Toronto, for
leave 10 reccive us o Probationer of this Church, M. Thomas Kirk-
land. Certificates and other docwments having been read, the Synod
granted leave to the Presbytery of Toronto to receive Mr. Kirkland.

The Synod on application from the Presbytery of Montreal,
srante 16ave to that Preshytery to receive Mr. Julius Straus as 4
Probationer of this Church.

In consequence of the inability of Mr. J. M. Roger to attend the
Synod of the United Preshyterian Church, as appointed by last
Synod, the Synod appointed Mr. W. B. Olark to attend the Synod
of the United Presbyterian Church now in session, with Mr. J. B.
Duncan, formerly appointed.

In consequence of the absence of Mr. D. Inglis. the Convener of
Committee on Colportage, the Synod appointed Mr.A. 1. McKenzie
to act as Convener pro tempore.

18

Mr
ask
sen
of §
Sar

Mr
1ol
Mir
Chu

Dis

refe
mit

Ove
mng
ing
Dea

Mot
Che

Mot



1859.] MINUTES OF THE SYNOD AT TORONTO. 11

In order to allow time for the meeting of various Committees, the
Synod agreed to meet to-morrow at 11 o’clock, A.M.

The diet was closed with prayer.

FOURTH SESSION.
THURSDAY, 16th June, 11 o'clock, A.M.

The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer, praise and
reading of the Word.

The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.

Mr T.McPherson Mr. T'. McPherson asked leave to enter his dissent from the action

aska leave 10 dis- of Synod in the matter of the appeal of the Kirk Session of Surnia,

sent from aetion : T o

of Synod in the 8g2inst finding of the Presbytery of Londen.

Barmin coen., On_motion of Mr. J. Gillespie, seconded by Dr. Burns, it was
agreed :

“'That Mr. McPherson be allowed to record his dissent.” This he
did accordingly.
Mr!J, Stewart The Synod proceeded to take up an application from the Pres-
'\‘I' bhﬂ‘ce')'uii" bytery of London, for leave to reccive as a minster of this Church,
Chureh,  Mr John Stewart, formerly of Nova Scotia. The Synod granted
leave to the Preshytery to receive Mr. Stewart.

On motion made and seconded, it was also agreed :

“That, inasmuch as the Presbytery of London had moderated in a
call to Mr. Stewart from the congregation of Kincardine and Biuce,
previously to the dissolution of the pastoral tie between him and his
late congregation, the Presbytery be authorized to proceed with his

induction, without requiring him to continue as a Probationer for a
n
year.

Dissent of Mr, The Synod then took up dissent and complaint of Mr. F. Andrews,
Totorews. w1 against a finding of the Presbytery of Cobourg, and also a reference

mittee, from the Presbytery of Cobourg in connexion with the same case.

The Synod appointed the following Committee to consider the
case, and report to the Synod, viz :—Dr. Burns, Messrs. G. Smellie,
W. Gregg, g Scott, W. B. Clark, T. McPherson, J. McKinnon, I
Lowry, and Dr. Boyd, Ministers, and Messrs. McMurrich, M cAlister,
Ross, Hossack, and A. Mitchell, Elders.

Overture on The Synod then took up an overture from the Preshytery of Hamil-
mode of ordain- .

ing Eldersand 10N, On the subject of the mode of the ordination of elders and deacone.

Deacous. The following motions were duly submitted :—
Motion by Mr, 1. It was moved by Mr. Cheyne and seconded - “ That this Synod
Cheyne, recognize the imposition of hands in the ordination of elders and

deacons as in accordance with the practice of the apostles, and recom-
mend that the imposition of hands in future be observed in their ordi-
nation,—but in as far as the practice has fallen into diss uetude, that
where there is a prejudice against it, the imposition of hands may be
dispensed with, and the former practice followed.”

2. It was moved by Dr. Burns and duly seconded—* That the Synod

Motion by Dr,
» feeling satisfied with the mode bitherto followed in the ordination of

urns,
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Motion by Mr.
Kemp.

Motion by Dr.
nuv\'n".

Dr, Bayne's mo=
tion carried,

Rev. W, Ormis-
ton invited to sit

with Synod,

Report of Col-
lege Committee
Read,

Class of Sacred
Rhetoric,

Clasa of Exegeti-

cal Theology.

clders and deacons, do not find it necessary to move in the matter, and
therefore decline to adopt the overture.”

3. It was moved by Mr. Kemp and seconded—* That the Synod
having considered the overture on the mode of ordaining elders and
deacons, and finding that there is diversity of opinion in the Church in
regard to the imposition of hands in the ordination of elders and
deacons, remit to Presbyteries, in terms of the Barrier Act, the question
as to whether the practice of the Church should be changed in this
respeot

4. It was moved by Dr. Bayne and seconded -+ That the Synod hav-
ing considered the overture, agree to send it down to Presbyteries
with instructions to consider the subject to which it relates, and the
mode in which, on secriptural grounds, uniformity in the practice of
ordaining deacons and elders should be enforced.”

On a division being called for, the third and fourth motions were
put against each other, when the fourth carried. The second and
fourth were then put against each other, when the fourth carried.
The original motion and the fourth were next put against each other,
when the fourth carried ; and in terms of it the Synod agreed to
send down the overture to Presbyteries, with instructions to consider
the subject to which it relates, and the mode in which, on scriptural
grounds, uniformity in the practice of ordaining deacons and elders
should be enforced.

The diet was then closed with prayer. ®

FIFTH SESSION.

Tuurspay, 16th June, 6 o'clock, P.M.

The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer, praise, and
the reading of the Word.

The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.

The Rev. W. Ormiston, Moderator of the Synod of the United
Presbyterian Church, being in the house, was invited to sit with the
Synod.

The Synod called for the Report of the College Committee, which
was given in by Mr. Gregg, Convener of the Committee, and read.

It was agreed to receive the Report, and proceed to consider the
different clauses of the Report seriatim.

Therecafter the following resolutions were severally adopted :—

1. * With reference to the recommendation anent the class of Sacred
Rhetoric, it was resolved, that the Synod learn with satisfaction that
additional attention has been given to the instruction of the students of
Theology in the department of elocution or pulpit delivery, and approve
of the students being stiil invited to attend upon the weekly instruc-
tion given in so important a branch of learning.

2. * With reference to Exegetical Theology it was resolved, that the
students of the second Theological class, as well as of the first, he
enjoined to attend the lectures on Exegetical Theology.
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3, ' With reference to Hebrew it was resolved, tkat a Committee he
appointed to take into consideration the subject of the teaching of Teaching of
Hebrew, and to confer with the Professors and report to the Synod ; the .
Committee to consist of Messrs,

Hebrew,
Topp, Clark, Che yne, Dr. Irvine, Mr.
GGregg, Mr. Geikie, Mr. McLare I)

n, and Dr. Bayne, Ministers, and Mesars,
Court, McMurrich, and Rosg, Elders,—Mr, Topp, Convener.”

With reference to the examination of students, it was moved by
Mr. Laing, and seconded—

* That the recommendation of the College Committee be adopted.” It Examination of
was moved in amendment by Mr. Kemp, and seconded by Mr. McMullen, Students,
* That no change take place in the mode of cxamining the students,”
On a division, Mr. L

aing’s motion carried, and in terms of it the
Synod appointed a Committee to consi

der generally the examination
of Students, and report to next Synod, the Committee .to consist of
the Professors of Knox College, Messrs. J, Scott, T., McPherson
Stark, MecIndoe, McTavish, Roger, Wilson, James Duncan, J, K,
Smith, Crombie, Ke

mp, and Laing, Ministers, and Messrs, Redpath,
McKenzie, McMurrich, and Fraser. Elders,—Mr. Laing, Convener.
The diet was closed with prayer.

———— e
T “

SIXTH SESSION. (!

Fripay, 17tk June, 11 o'clock, AM,

The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer, praise
and the reading of the Word.

The minutes of last diet were read

The Committee on Bills a
same was read and sustained.

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed to recognize and
welcome to a seat in the Synod, Mr. ( areig,

of Kinfauns, now sup-
plying Cote Street Church, Montreal.
The Synod th
Committee,

With reference to the preliminary training of the students, the
Synod agreed to adopt the recommendation of the Committee, and
in terms thereof to instruct Preshyteries to give more particular
attention to the literary attainments of students making application
to them, and when necessary to send them to Institutions where they

( may be trained under the care of the Presbyteries, till they are pre-
pared to enter the College ('lasses, and further to see that in such
Cases pecuniary assistance be provided by the Presbyteries, i neces-
sary.

With reference to the position of Students in the curriculum, it Position of Stud.
Was, on motion made and seconded, declared that the power of deter. fats in Curricu-
i e q P um.
mining the position of Students in the regular course of the College
curriculum, is entirely in the hands of the Preshyteries. Dosers of

Union Commit-
At this stage of the Synod’s ({)roeeedings, Mr. U
the Urion Committee, introduce

and sustained.

nd Overtures gave in g Report. The

en resumed consideration of the Report of the College

re, Convener of tee of U P

Church intro-
to the Synod the members of the daced. Y
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Committee of the United Presbyterian Church, who had come to
communicate the decision of the Synod of that Church on the sub-
ject of the Basis of Union.
Consideration of The Synod then resumed consideration of the Report of the College
College Report  (Yommittee.

resumed.

Missionary La- With reference to the Missionary labours in which many of the

ko Stud-  Students are engaged within the bounds of the various Presbyteries,
it was agreed that the recommendation of the College Committee be

approved, and that Presbyteries be instructed to be more stringent
in securing to Students a reasonable time for the exclusive proscen-
tion of their studies.
Financial Posi- The Synod proceeded to consider that part of the College Report
tion of College, bearing on the finances of the College.

Dr. Bayne's mo- It was moved by Dr. Bayne, and seconded :
g “That a Committee be appointed to investigate the State of the Col-
lege Fuuds, and to ascertain generally the amount of debt due by the
Synod in connexion with its various schemes,and to report to the Synod
at its present sitting.”
The hour of adjournment having come, the diet was closed with
prayer.

pow

SEVENTH SESSION.
Fripay, 17th June, 6 o'clock, P.M.

The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer and
praise.
The minutes of the last diet were read and sustained.

Letter from Mr.  With permission of Synod, Principal Willis read a letter from
:Lﬁ?bremer Mr. Hirschfelder with rgference to h‘;s mode of teaching Hebrew.
The letter was ordered to be transmitted to the Committee appomnted
to consider the subject of imparting instruction in Hebrew to the
Students of Knox College.
Depntation from _ Lhereafter Mr. Ure introduced Mr. Skinner and Mr. Gibson,
U. P Synod in- deputies appointed by the Synod of the United Presbyterian Church
;';:{,‘;’:;"ét'"dd to attend this meeting of Synod, their commission having been pre-
3 ynod,
viously read by the Clerk.

These brethren having addressed the Synod, the following motion
was unanimously adopted, viz :—

« That this Synod express sincere gratitude and thanks to the Synod
of the United Presbyterian Church for the act of fraternal kindness and
Christian affection shown by the appointment of the deputies who bave
now addressed this court.

“The Synod would also reciprocate the sentiments of esteem, and
the expressions of sincere desire for the consummation of the union
towards which the two Churches have long and earnestly been striving,
and express a sincere hope that the Basis of Union agreed upon by the
United Presbyterian Church may, on coneideration, be found such as
will remove every obstacle to the barmonious and hearty incorporation

of the Synods.”

5

re
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Massrs. Skinner and Gibson were, on motion made and seconded,
invited to sit with the Synod.

Thereafter the Report of the Committee on Union with the United (".‘,‘)'l’"\‘;lrf‘t;"f‘_‘Lr',':::F
Presbyterian Church was given in and read.

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed to receive the Report received.

Report.

There were also read various memorials froimn congregutions in \f:u;il~'lul‘;!'~'l=o-
oYY i als on nion

favour of Union. o

There was also read the Basis of Union as adopted by the Synod pagis of Union,
of the United Presbyterian Church. e 1('1”2‘.‘1’ the

It was agreed that the subject of Union should be taken into con- Subject of Union
sideration at the evening diet of Monday. ‘;'}j‘l"f"}““‘_'l“"'l:’I'I’I'_"'

Mr. J. McTavish introduced Mr. J. McLeod, Commissioner from :““"\' “'“‘“1";‘
the General Assembly (N.8.) of the Preshyterian Church in the b ot g
United States. Mr. McLeod “then addressed the Synod with refer- General Assem-
ence to the principles, position, and operations of the Church with ‘,",Yn""“}”"' s,

. - . 9 . . . . 14 | cinl
which he is connected, and expressing the feelings of Christian regard (e U, 8 (N. &)
entertained by the Assembly represented by him towards this introdueed, and
Church o ¥ v addresses Synod,

‘Thereafter the two following moticns were submitted. 1. It was Motion by Mr,
moved by Mr. MeTavish, and seconded : McTavish,

““That the Synod express gratification at meeting with Mr McLeod,
Deputy from the Presbyterian Church of the United States (N.'8.)
and at hearing from him sentiments of fraternal regard to this Chureh,
and a statement of the views and priociples of the Ckuvch which he
represents 5 and further, that the Synod would express to Mr, McLeod
their pleasure at hearing of the progress of Christ’s Kingdom in the
United States, and in the Foreign Mission field, through the agency of
the Presbyterian Church, and desire him to convey to his Church the
fraternal. greetings of this Synod and their prayer that God would
make them a blessing, not merely to the people of the United States,
but to the world.”

2. It was moved in amendment by Dr. Bayne, and seconded :

“ That the Synod having heard with much intercst the address of the f;‘:‘;;;’: o

_Deputy of the New School Presbyterian Church of the United States, ,
reciprocate the friendly feelings which have led to the appointment of

the Deputy by the aforesaid Church, but before deciding as to the

extent to which intercourse with the aforesaid Church can, consistently

with o regard to vital doctrines which they must ever hold sacred, be
vstablished, appoint a Committee to make full inquiry on the subject,

and to report to the Synod at a future dict.”

The roll having been called, and the votes marked it was found Dr. Bayne's mo-
’

that fifty-four voted for the motion, and eighty for the amendment, tioo earried,
which was declared to be carried, and a Committee appointed.

jid P Report of Com-
Fhe Synod called for the Report of the Committee on a fund for 1o ri on Fund
azed and infirm ministers. for Aged and In-
: E i firm Ministers,
The same was given in by Mr. Gregg, Convencr.

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed that the Report be Rejort received,

received and the Committee re appointed. b o
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Fhe Committee was re-appointed as follows :—Messrs. W. Gregg,
Ceonvener; J. McTavish, T. Lowry, W. Reid, Ministers : and Messrs.
Court, Ferrier, Stewart, MceMurrich, Walker, Sherwood, and Miteh-
ell, Elders. K
Report of Com- The Synod called for the Report of the Committee appointed 1o
ot appoiated correspond with the Irish Preshyterian Church with reference to
with Irish Pres- the ordination of Missionaries sent to this Church. A verbal report
::IV‘ ;‘;"t“:)“r d?nh;;{ﬁg was given, in and the (!ommitt.cw. was re-appointed as follows, viz :—
of Missionaries, Messrs. Lowry, Gregg, and Reid,—Mr. Lowry, Convener.
The hour of adjournment having come, the diet was closed with
prayer.

—_— e ——

EIGHTH SESSION.

SATURDAY, 18th June, 1859.

The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer, praise, and
the reading of the Word.

The minutes of last sederunt were read and sustained.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures presented a Report which
it was agreed to sustain.

Consideration of  Thereafter the Synod proceeded to take up the remaining portions
College Report,  of the Report of the College Committee.

resumed, 2 : ;
Motion by Mr, 8, 10 amendment to motion previously made by Dr. Bayne for a
C. Fraser, Committee to ascertain the state of the College Fund, it was moved
in amendment by Mr.S. (. Fraser, and seconded by Mr.J. K.
R
Smith :—

*That the Synod deem such Committee unnecessary, as they have
every confidence in the report of the auditors, and in respect to the
legacy of the late James Gibb, Esq., decree that in accordance with the
recommendation of the College Committee, the same be included in
the current income and expense account.’

Dr. Bagne's mo-  On a division the motion of Dr. Bayne was carried, and the Synod

tion cafried, appointed the following Committee, viz :—Messrs. Davidson, Mac-
Alister, Lutz, Jeflrey, Hossack, Young, A.J. !1cKenzie, and A.
Mitchell, with Rev. Dr. Bayne, Rev. A. F. Kemp, and Rev. S. C.
Fraser,—Mr. Davidson, (‘lonvener.

Thereafter the Synod proceeded to consider the Report of the
River Somine.  Home Mission Committee, so far as it related to the Red River Mis
sion. The Report was given in and read by Mr. Reid.
After disenssion it was, en motion of Dr. Burns, seconded by Mr.
Clark :—

Report Approved  “ That the Synod have heard with great satisfaction the Report
of, regarding the Red River settlement, and approve of the proposal sub-
mitted therein : they remit to the Preshytery of Toronto to carry into
effect the recommendation of the Report, provided it he done without
incurring any expense to the Synod, and instruct the Presbytery, if
they shall resolve to proceed in” the matter, to adopt the proper steps
for supplying Mr. McMavish's pulpit during his absence, and to take
what steps they may deem necessary to send along with Mr. McTavish

S— — -
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a young minister, ordained if possible, to remain during the winter,
and to supply Mr., Black’s place during his proposed visit to Canada.”

The Synod adjourned to meet on Monday, at 11, 4,x., and the
diet was closed with prayer.

NINTH SESSION.

Moxpay, 20th June, 11 o'clock, A.M.

The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer, praise,
and the reading of the Word.

The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures gave in Report with

reference to the arrangement of business. The same was read and
sustained.

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee on the appeal g‘i‘{’&'.‘ogfs‘:f:;
of the Kirk Session of Sarnia, against a finding of the Presbytery of Cysa.
London.

The same was given in by Mr. Topp, Convener of the Committee.

The Report was to the eflect that, the Committee had me. with all
parties connected with the case, and that all cause of cowplaint
between the two original parties had been now removed, and that
the Committee recommended that it would be for edification, that the
minutes both of the Session and Presbytery in the case, should be
expunged from their respective records. The Synod sustained the
Report, and resolved in terms thereof. The judgment of the Synod
was intimated to the parties interested.

In connection with Knox College, the Synod appointed that the
third day of October he appointed for special prayer in behalf of the
College.

The Synod called for the Reports of Committees on Presbytery
Records.

The Committee appointed to examine the Records of the Presby- e
tery of Brockville presented a Report to the effect that the Record of Presbytery of
was carefully and correctly kept, but calling attention to the case of Brockville,

Mr. John McMurray, formerly a minister of this Church.
The following motions were submitted :—

1. “It was moved by Mr. J. B. Duocan, and seconded,—That the aetion by Mr, J
Report of the Committee appointed to examine the Record of the Pres- B. Duacao.
bytery of Brockville be adopted, with instruction to the Presbytery to
declare Mr. John McMurray no longer a minister of this Church, after
having ascertained the truth of his having sought connexion with
another Church.”’

2. “It was moved in amendment by Mr. Gregg, and seconded,—That
the Synod order the Records of the Presbytery of Brockville to he Amendment by

attested as regularly kept, instructing the Presbytery to call Mr. M Gregs.
McMurray to account for the facts recorded.”

A division having been called for, the amendment carried, and dm ;

was adopted as deliverance of Synod. e
The Report of the Committee on the Synod Records was called

for. The same was given in and sustained, and the Synod in terms ‘é:m:‘ yned

2
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of the Report ordered the Records to be attested as carefully ‘and

correctly kept.

Report of Com®  The Synod called for the Report of the Committee appointed to

mittee on case

of

Complaint of Mr, COnsider the dissent and complaint of Mr. F. Andrews, against a
F. Audrews, and finding of the Preshytery of Cobourg, and the reference from the
reference of Pres- Preghytery of ( ‘obourg. The Report was given in by Dr. Burns,

hytery of Co-
bourg.

Motion by M
Clark,

Motion by Dr.
Burns,

Motion by Dr,
Willis,

First Motion
Carried

heport of Com-
mittee on College
Finances,

and read. The Report recommended that the Synod dismiss the
complaint, and sustain the reference, and that the Synod should
instruct the Presbytery of Cobourg to dissolve the tie hetween Mr.
Andrews and the congregation.

The following motions were then submitted :—

1 “It was moved by Mr. W. B. Clark, and seconded,-That the Synod
adopt the Report of the Committee, in so far as regards the complaint
and appeal, and the recommendation to Mr. Andrews to resign his
charge, but that in the event of Mr. Andrews not complying with the
recommendation, the Synod instruct the Presbytery to deal with Mr.
Andrews with reference to the charge against him, and, if they see
cause, proceed against him by libel.

2. “It was moved in amendment by Dr. Burns, seconded by J. W.
Smith,--That the Report be received, and its recommendations adopt-
ed, and a remit made to the Presbytery in terms thereof."

3. It was moved rlso in amendment by Dr. Willis, seconded by
Mr. Gillespie,—That the Synod receive the Report, approve the dili-
gence of the Committee, adopt their recommendations on the subject ol
the appeal, sustain the reference and remit to the Presbytery of @Go-
bourg, to expiscate the matters affecting the congregation of Otonabee,
or the minister, and if satisfied that there is ground for proceeding by
libel, that they iproceed in the case according to the laws of the
Church.”

On a division, the amendment by Dr. Burns and that by Dr.
Willis, were put against each other, when that by Dr. Willis was
carried. Thereafter, the motion of Mr. Clark, and the amendment
of Dr. Willis, were put to the house, when Mr. Clark’s motion. was
carried, and the Synod adopted it as their deliverance.

On motion made and seconded, Mr. W. S. Ball, Agent of Bible
Society, was invited to sit with the Synod.

The Committee appointed to investigate the state of the College
Fund, presented a Report. The same was given in by Mr. George
Davidson, and read.

The following motion was unanimously adopted :—

“The Synod receive the Report of the Finance Committee, and
approve of their diligence ; express their highest approbation of the -
manner in which the accounts of the Church have been kept by Mr.
Reid ; approve of the recommendation of the Report, and appoint a
Committee to be called the Select Finance Committee, who shall be the
advisers of the Agent in the management of the various funds passing
through his hands, and without whose sanction no money shall be hor-
rowed from any of the schemes of the Church for the temporary relief
of another, and that not to a larger amount than $1200 : the Commit-
tee to consist of Messrs. Gregg, and Topp, Ministers, with Messrs. Me-
Murrich, Blaikie, and C. 8. Patterson,—Mr. Gregg, Convener. Remit
alse to this Committee to consider the hest method of keeping the

. Accounts of the Church, and report to the next meeting of Synod.
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** Further, considering the large deficit in the ordinary College Fuad,
appoint a Committee to consider what steps, if any, it would be desira-
ble to take to extricate the College from its pecuniary difficulties, and
10 confer with the Professors and report to a subsequent diet; the
Committee to consist of Dr. Bayne, Messrs. MeTavish, T, Wardrope,
Gregg, J. K. Smith, John Smith, Ross, and Wilson, Dr. Boyd, S. C.
Fraser, M. Y., Stark, W. B, Clark, and A, T, Kemp, Ministers: and

Messrs. Davidson, Jeffrey, Young, and James Hossack, Elders,—Mr.
Kemp, Convener, ™

Thereafter the Synod proceeded to hear the Report of the Buxton Report of Buztou
Mission. The Report was given in by Mr. King, and read, Qp Mission.
motion made and seconded. it was resolved,—

** That the Synod receive he Report, delay the consideration of the
other matters submitted in it, and in the meantime approve of that part
of it which refers to Mr, King’s visit to the mother country ; autho-
rize that gentleman to proceed forthwith to Great Britain and Ireland,
with the view of diffusing information in regard to an experiment in
hehalf of the coloured population of Canada, the success of which has
been 8o gratifying, and empower him to receive subscriptions for re-
building the Church and School House, and for the general objects of
the Mission : and remit to the Presbytery of London to attend to the Heport received
supply of the pulpit at Buxton during Mr. King's absence. "'

The diet was then closed with prayer.

TENTH SESSION.

Moxpay, 20tk June, 1859, o'clock, P.M.
The Synod again met and was constituted with praver and praise,
The minutes of last diet were read and snstained.

On motion moved and seconded, Messrs. Doak and White, ordained
ministers of the Church, were invited to sit with the Synod.

4 Y . \ Y ~ ‘ther 3 3 p . Synod proceeds
The Synod then proceeded to the further consideration of the mat 3 S,
ter ofg Union.

of Report of Un-
i e : . ion Committ
Phe following motions were daly sabmitted :— e

L. It was moved by Mr. Topp, seconded by Mr. Wardrope :

““That the Synod having heard the Report of
¢d to confer with the Committee of the United Preshyterian Synod on
the subject of Union, accept said Report, and record their thanks to the
Committee for the diligence with which they have discharged the
trust committed to them ; and further, that having had the Basis of
Union agreed to by the United Presbyterian Synod 1aid upon their
table, the Synod regard the same as on the whole a satisfactory hasis,
aud one which holds out the prospect of a barmonious and honourable
union, and accordingly, the Synod resolve to proceed to the considera.
tion of the different articles contained in that basis,

2. It was moved in amendment by Dr. Bayne. seconded by Dr.
Willis :—

the Committee appoint- Hotion by ¥z

Motion by Dr,

Bayne.
“The Synod having considered the Report of the Com

mittee on
Uniop and the basis of Union prepared by said Committee, in conjune-
tion with that of the United Presbyteri , :
union as adopted by said Synod of the United Presbyterian Church,
and laid on the table of this Synod by a deputation from said Synod,
find :




—
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Messrs. Yonng,
Boyd & McMe-
chan, invited to
it with Synod.

Discursion on
Uuion,

L “ With reference to the Report of their own Committee, that tl;(;,{
can approve generally of the basis of union reported by said Commtt-
tee. as correctly embodying, £o far as it goes, the views entertained by
thix Synod : but that they have reason to regret that on the question
of Christ’s Head~hip over the nations, about which differences of
opinion were believed to obtain between the respective Synods, the
Commiritee have been satisfied with a simple assertion of the general
principle that Christ is governor among the nations, and is to be offici-
ally ackirowledged and obeyed as such by the civil magistrate, and
bave omitted all, even the most important applications of this princi-
ple, although expected. from the terms of their appointment at the last
Synod. to include such in the bas s pre pared ; an omission which has
led to the absence of all information on the subject in the document

laid on their table by the Synud of the United Presbyteriaa Church,
and—

IL. “ With reference to the lasis of union adopted and submitted to
this Synod by the Syunod of the United Presbyterian Church, the Synod
rejoice tofind that it embraces » distinet and explicit assertion of the
great principle of Christ’s Headship over the nations above referred to.
urd that in reference to the clauses in the Westmiuster Confession of
Faith, which are sometimes alleged to lay down prreecuting principles,
it coutains nothing to which this Synod could not cordially assent.
But at the game time, as no reference is mude in said basis to any
upplications of the aforesaid principle, or any disclaimer given of
another priuciple often held along with it and governing all its appli-
cations and once officially avowed by the aforesaid United Presbyt: rian
Synod. namely, tiat the only tuty that the civil magistrate owes 10
Christianity is to protect the right of conscience in relation to it in
the same way as in relatiou to any otLer form of religion—and further,
#8 in a note appendid to said Lasis, nn article is virtually added to it
which may be interpreted in arense adverse to some applications
of it which this Synod decm of vital importance—the Synod feel that it
would be promature to entertain over tures for imm«d ate union, but
appoint a Commiitee to tring the above mentioned omis~ions under the
not'ce of the United Presbyterian Synod and to take #teps for procur-
ing +uch information ne may yet open up the way for a union on terms
futisfactory o all pirties concerned. and further. with instructions to
intimate 10 gaid Uniicd Preghyterian Syuod that this Sy1.0d ix not dis-
posed to insist on including a deliverance on all the points on which
tney were recking inforn ation in the basis on which union may be
consummalted, 1f only eat.sticd that they were agreed regarding th- m.”

The hour of adjournment having come, the diet was closed with
prayer.

ELEVENTH SESSION.

Tuespay, 21st June, 10 o'cock, A.M.

The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer, praise and
the reading of the Wurd.

The minutes of last diet were read and sustained. ;

On motion made and seconded, Messrs. S, Young, J. Boyd, and J.
McMcchan, were invited to sit with the Synod.

The Synod proceeded to the further discussion of the Report .of
the Committee on Union with the United Presbyterian Church, and
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the motions submitted at the previous diet by Mr. Topp, and Dr.
Bayne.

After lengthened discussion, a division was called for, when the

roll having heen called and the votes marked, ninety-nine voted for

the motion, and twenty for the amendment.
The diet was then closed with prayer.

TWELFTIH SESSION.

TuEspay, 21st June, 6 o'clock, P.M.

The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer and praise.
The minates of last diet were read and sustained.

On motion mad : and seconded, Mr. Morrison. Minister of the Gos-
pel, Madrid, N. Y., was invited to sit with the Syuod.

On application duly made, the Synod granted leave to the Presby-
tery of Hamilton to meet at Paris on Monday 27th of the current
mouth, at 12 o’clock noon,

Reports were given in by the Committees appointed to examine
the Records of the Preshyteries of Cobourg, London, Kingston,
Hamilton, Toronto and Montreal. These R ports were severally
sustained and the Records ordered to be attested in usual form.

The Synod having heard the Report of the Committee appointed
to exumine the Record of the Preshytery of Ottawa, and having
heard the explanations of the Presbytery of Ottawa, enjoined the
Presbytery to caunse the Record to b re-written so far us the trans-
actions for the past twelve months are concerned, taking care that
the narrative of transactions be in accordance with the lacts in each
particular case.

The Synod then proceeded to consider the various clauses of the
Basix of Union as agreed to by the Synod of the United Presbyterian
Church, and laid before this Synod.

The first article was read and agreed to. It is in the following
terms :—

I. Or HoLY ScripTure.—That the Scriptures of the 011 and New
Testaments being the inspired Word of God, are the supreme and infal-
lihle rale of faith and life.

The second article was read. It is as follows :—

IL OF THE SUBORDINATE STANDARDS.—That the Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith, with the largerand shorter Catechisms, are 1eceived by
this Church as her subordinate standards.

But whereas certain sections of the said Confession of Faith, which
treat-of the power or duty of the Civil Magistrate, have been objected
to, as teaching principles adverse both to the right of private judg-
ment in religious matters, and to the prerogatives which Christ has
vested in his Chureh, it is to be understond :

L. That no interpretation, or reception of these sections is held by
this Church, which would interfere with the fullest forbearance as to

any difference of opinion which may prevail on the question of the
endowment of the Church by the State.
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Report of Ter-

sentenary of Re- ject of the celebration of the Ter-centenar

formation.

2. That no interpretation, or reception of these sections is roquirdd
hy this Church which would accord {o the state any authority to violate
that liberty of conscience and right of private Jjudgment which are
asserted in Chap. XX., Sec. 2, of the Confession ; and in accordance
with the statements of which, this Church holds, that every person
ought to be at full liberty to search the Scriptures for himself, and to

follow out what he conscientiously believes to be the teaching of Scrip-
ture, without let or hindrance.

3. That no interpretation, or receplion of these sections js required
hy this Church which would admit of any interference on the part of

the State with the spiritual independence of the Clhurch, as set forth in
Chap. XXX. of the Confession.

On motion made and seconded, it was agrecd to add the following
words to the second section, after the words “ without let or hind-
rance,” “ provided that no one is to be allowed. under the pretext of
following the dictates of conscience, to interfere with the peace and
good order of Society."

The third article was read and agreed to.

It isin the following
ferms :—

HI. Or e Heavsuie or Curist over THE CHURCH.—That the Lord
Jesus Christ is the only King and Head of His Church ; that He has
made Ler free from all external or secular authority in the administra-
tion of her affairs, and that she is bound to assert and defend this
liberty to the utmost, and ought not to enter into such engagements
with any party as would be prejudicial thereto,

The hour of adjournment having come,

the diet was closed with
prayer.

R e —

THIRTEENTH SESSION.

WEDNESDAY, 22nd June, 10 o'clock, A.M,

The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer, praise
and the reading of the Word.

The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.

The Committee appointed to consider the documents on the sub-

y of the Reformation pre-

sented a Report. The same having been given in and read by Dr.

Willis, Convener, it was agreed to receive and sustain it. In terms
of the Report the Synod adopted the following resolution, viz :—

“ That having regard to the work of God, in the Reformation from
Popery, of which the Protestant Countries generall

the proposal to celebrate in some appropriate manner the mee ‘
the first Reforming Assembly held in Edinburgh. in the year 1560, the
Synod agree at its next meeting, in 1860, to include a special reference
to this matter of interesting remembrance in its devotional exercises or
arrangements of business—in the meantime recommending its ministers,
cither simultaneously or on the days found most suitable in their seve-
ral localities, to call the attention of their flocks to the blessings of the
Reformation, and the responsibilities connected with the possession of
them ; also to appoint a Committee, meanwhile to confer with Com-
mittees of other religious bodies, in case it should seem for edification
#o unite on some method of manifesting simultaneously their grateful
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sense of the great deliverance wrought for our common parentland at
the Reformation era ; and further, inasmuch as a meeting is proposed
to be held in Edinburgh, in May next, in connection with this object, at
which the attendancc of delegates or representatives of  churches at a
distance is invited, the Synod authorize the above Committee to request
some father or brother, or fathers and brethren who may be in Britain
about that time, on their own account, to represent this Synod at the
said convention or assembly, such representative or representatives
heing expected to act as far as possible in co-operation with the Com-
mittee.” v

The following Committee was appointed, viz:—Messrs. "Copp,
Gregg, Inglis, Dr. Trvine, Dr. Bayne, Dr. Willis ; Messrs. Kemp,
Wardrope, Scott, Young, W. B. Clark, and Dr. Boyd, Ministers :
and Messrs. McMurrich, McAuley, and Court, Elders.

Dr. Willis, Convener of the Committee appointed to consider and
report as to correspondence with the Presbyterian Church [in the
United States, (N. S.) reported that after conference with Mer.
McLeod, the Deputy of the Church referred to, with the view of
ascertaining the views of the Church he represents, in the course of
which conference Mr. McLeod had replied to all their questions with
the greatest candour, the Committee came to the conclusion, that
while much of the common truth was held by that Church, its pro-
fession of doctrine was in some important points different from that
of this Church, not so much on sovereign electing grace, or faith, or
the work of the Spirit, as in the extent of the atonement, and the
imputation of guilt and righteousness in the Adamic and Christian
covenants ; that in respect of many zealous efforts to extend the
common cause of Christianity, and especially in having sought to
discourage the practice of slave-holding in members of the Church,
the Assembly represented by Mr. Mcleod deserves the interest and
sympathy of churches such as ours ; at the same time, as this Synod
is not yet in the habit of appointing delegates to Churches in Amer-
ica generally, the Committee is not prepared, until the question shall
have been considered comprehensively in all its relations, to recom-

23
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mend a formal recognition in that way of one particular branch of

American Presbyterianism.
It was agreed to sustain the Report, and declare in terms thereof.

Mr. Topp, Convener of the Committee appointed to consider the
matter of the instruction of the Students in Knox College in He-
brew, and to confer with the Professors, reported that the Commitice
having met several times and having had full deliberation on the
subject, were unanimously of opinion that no changes should be
made in the teaching of the classes in College- till satisfactory ar-
rangements shall have been made for meeting that change, and that
as the Committee are not prepared in the meantime with any definite
proposal, the Synod be recommended to postpone any further action
in the matter in present circumstances.

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed to reccive and sus-
tain the Report.
The Synod then resumed consideration of the matter of Union.
The fourth article was read. It is in the following terms :
1V. Or v HEeApsuip oF CHRIST QVER THE NATIONS, AND THE DUTY
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oF TaB C1viL Macistrate.—That {the Lord Jesus Christ, as Mediator,
is invested with universal govereignty, and is therefore King of Na-
tions, and that all men, in every capacity and relation, are bound to
obey His will a8 revealed in His word ; and particularly that the Civil
Magistrate (including under that term all who are in any way con-
cerned in the legislative or administrative action of the State,) is bound
to regalate his official procedure as well as his personal conduct by
the revealed will of Christ.

Several motions were submitted with reference to this article.

(1) It was moved by Mr. J. K. Smith, and seconded by Mr.J.B.
Duncan :—

““That the Synod adopt the article as it stands.”

(2) It was moved by Mr. Wilson, and seconded by Mr. Mac
Mullen :—

“That the following words be added after King of Nations,” viz.,
‘““and that all nations in their corporate capacity, as well as all men,”
&c'ﬂ

(3) It was moved by Mr. Middlemiss, and seconded by Mr.
Geikie :—

“ That the following words be added at the end of the article, viz.,
“seeing to it that the coostitution, legislation and administration of
the State are based on Christianity.”

On a division being called for, the amendment by Mr. Wilson and
that by Mr. Middlemiss were put azainst each other, when the
amendment of Mr. Middlemiss carried. Thereafter this amendment
was put against the original motion, when the motion was carried,
and the Synod in terms of it accepted the article as it stands.

With reference to the note appended to the fourth article by the
Bynod of the Presbyterian Church, the following motions were sub-
mitted :—

1. It was moved by Mr. Topp, and seconded :—

“ That inasmuch as this Synod does not deem it necessary to append
any note as explanatory of the views expressed in the 4th artic e, the
Synod do resolve to call the attention of the Synod of the United Pres
byterian Church to this matter, and to consider whether they shall not
eee it consistent with their duty to remove the same.”

2. It was moved by Mr. Stark, and seconded :—

“That this Synod does not deem any note necessary to the interpre-
tation of the 41h article, and therefore does not receive or regard it as
any part of the Basis of Union.”

3. It was moved by Mr. Kemp, and seconded :—

“ That the Synod does not consider the note appended to article 4th,
a8 a necessary part of the Basis of Union, and, inasmuch as its terms
are liable to misconception, and cannot be accepted by this Synod,
respectfully represent to the United Presbyterian Synod the propriety
of withdrawing said note.”

On a division being called for, Mr. Kemp’s amendment and Mr.
Stark’s were put against each other, when Mr. Kemp's was carrried.
Thereafter Mr. Topp’s motion and Mr. Kemp’s amendment were put

to the house, when Mr. Kemp's amendment was carried, and was
adopted as the finding of Syaod.
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The hour of adjournment having come, the diet was closed with
prayer.

FOURTEENTH SESSION.

WEDNESDAY, 22nd June, 6 o'clock, P.M.
The Synod again met and was constituted with praise and prayer.
The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.

The Synod took up a reference from the Presbytery of Ottawa, Reference from

involving the question whether the Presbytery had power to erase a SRy

minute of session after said minute had been attested by the Presby-
tery. On motion made and seconded, it was agreed to sustain refer-
ence, and declare that the Presbhytery may, on cause shown, act as
they may judge best in such a case, subject to the review of the
superior court.

The Synod proceeded to the further consideration of the subject
of Union.

The following motions were submitted. (1) It was moved by Mr.
Wilson, and seconded :—

“That while this Synod rejoices in the progress made in finding a
satisfactory Basis of Union, and in the prospect thus afforded of its
speedy consummation : yet, as this Synod bas no reliable information
from the Synod of the United Preshyterian Church, as to the province
of the Civil Magistrate in the practical application of the general prin-
ciple of Christ’s Headship over the nations, contained in the fourth
article of the proposed Basis of Union, and as such information is
deemed necessary in order to a harmonious and honorable Union,

appoint a Committee to confer with said Synod as to its views on this
practical question.”

(2) It was moved in amendment by Mr. R. F. Burng, and
seconded :—

“ That inasmuch as by the almost unanimous decision of last year,
the Synod stands committed to embodying in the Basis of Union simply
the grand principle of national responsibility to Christ, they are not
preparcd at this advanced stage of the negotiation, to burden the Basis
with an enumeration of the varied practical applications of that prin-
ciple which have been already fully and satisfactorily discussed by the
united Committees, and respecting which there is, on good grounds,
understood to be substantial harmony between both Churches. The
Synod, therefore, proceed to vhe consideration of the 5th article.”

(3) It was moved in amendment by Mr. Middlemiss, seconded by
Mr. McRuar :—

“That before proceeding to the consideration of the next article of
the Basis, the Synod appoint a Committee to draw up an article embo-
dying the views of this Synod, in reference to the province of the Civil
Magistrate, with instructions to report at the next sederunt.”

The amendment by Mr. Burns, and that by Mr. Middlemiss, hav-
ing been put against each other, that by Mr. Burns carried. There-
after, the motion of Mr. Wilson, and the amendment by Mr. Burns,

were put to the house, when a majority supported” Mr. Burns’
amendment.

Union Question.

5
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The Synod accordingly proceeded to the consideration of -the
remaining articles in the Basis of Union. Article 5th was read.and
agreed to. Tt is in the following terms :—

Or Cuvren GovERNMENT.—That the system of polity established in
the Westminster Form of Presbyterial Church Government, in so far
a8 it declares a plurality of Elders for each congregation, the official
equality of Presbyters without any offices in the Church superior tn
said Presbyters, and the unity of the Church, in a due subordination of
a smaller part to a larger, and of the larger to the whole, is the o
ernment of this Church, and is in the features of it therein sct forth,
h;:l(i?ved’ by this Church to be founded on and agreeable to th~ Word
of God.’

Article 6th was read and agreed to. It is as follows :—
Or Worsuir.—That the ordinances of Worship shall be admiuistered
in this Church as they have heretofore been, by the respective hodies

of which it is composed, in a general accordance with the directions
contained in the Westminster Directory of Worship.”

Thereafter it was moved by Mr. McLaren, and duly seconded :—-

‘“That the Basis of Union as a whole be now approved, and {rans-
witted to Presbyteries and Sessions, and that Presbyteries and Sessions
be instructed to Report to Synod through the Committee on Union on
or before the first day of November.”

It was moved in amendment by Dr. Bayne, and seconded by Dr.
Willis :—

“That inasmuch as the Basis now under consideration contains no
statement on the leading applications of the principle contained in
article fourth, or on the Province of the Civil Magistrate, within which
he is to serve and confess Christ—subjects on which unsound and un
scriptural views are often held by those who admit the aforesaid prin
ciple itself—a Union on such a Basis would virtually involve a compro-
mise of principles for which it has been the distinction and glory of
this Church that it has hitherto contended.”

The motion and amendment having been put to the house, the
motion was carried by a large majority ; whereupon Dr. Bayne dis-
sented in his own name, and In name of sach as might adhere to him.
for reasons to be in due time given.

The Synod re-appointed the Committee on Union as follows,
viz: Mr. Ure, Convener, Dr. Burns, Dr. Willis, Messrs. Laing.
Lowry, Inglis, T. Wardrope, Scott, Gregg, Ross, Ministers, and
Messrs. Heron, Jeffrey, and A. McKenzie, Elders.

It was agreed that the next ordinary meeting of Synod should
take place at Hamilton, and within {knox Church on the second
Wednesday of June, at half past 7, P.M.

The dict was then closed with prayer.

FIFTEENTH SESSION.

Trorspay, 23rd June, 9 o'clock, A.D].

The Synod again met, and was constituted with prayer, praise,
and the reading of the Word.

The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.
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The Synod took up a communication addressed to the Moderator
by Dr.” Ryerson, CEief Superintendent of Education for Canada Communication
West. The communication was read, and referred to a Committee from Dr Ryerson
cousisting of Messrs. McTavish, Gregg, Topp, McRuar, and Kemp, aken up and re-

v e ferred to Com-
Ministers, and Messrs. Lutz, and McAuley, FElders~Mr. Kemp, mittee.
Convener.

The Synod called for Report of Committee appointed to examine Report of Com-
and classify returns of Presbyteries to overtares. The Report was {2 [tee appointed

A . E d
given 1n and read. It appeared from the Report— Clmli?ym lg:!:ll:m

. ks f Presbyterles
1. That the everture on the calling and induction of ministers had 1o Ol;a:r by
heen approved ; six presbyteries having approved simpliciter ; one
having approved cum notis ; and one having rejected it.
2. That the overture on the licensing of students had been approved ;
four preshyteries having approved simpliciter ; three having approved
cum notis ; and one having rejected it.
3. That the overture anent baptiz of converts from the Church of
Rome had been rejected ; five Preshyteries having rejected it, one hav-

ing approved of it cum notis, one having approved simpliciter ; and one
having given no return.

The Synod received and sustained the Report.
Thercafter it was moved by Mr. Kemp, and seconded,— Overiures aneat

** That the overture anent the calling and induction of ministers be (‘]/'l“'ilﬂx ""rd"}n'
passed into a law of the Church." SINOR OF S~

y iu‘teu to be re-
It was moved in amendment.— vised and again

. : : : . sentdown,
.. That the overture be referred 10 « Committec. with a view to revise
1t and send it down again to Preshyteries.”

The amendment carried, and in terms of it the Synod referred the
overtare to the following Committee, viz : M. W. Gregg, Convener,
Messrs. A. F. Kemp, W. McLaren, A. Wilson.

Lt was on motion made and seconded, agreed- Overture anent

. " That the overture anent the licensing of students be referred to B G yhi
Committee to revise it and report to the Synod, with a view of its yised and again
being again sent down for the consideration of Preshyteries ; the Com- sent down,
wittee to consist of Mr. Kemp, Convener, Mr. Wilson and Mr. McMur-
rich.”

On a motion made and scconded, it was agreed — No fartheraction

" That no further action be taken with reference to the overture to be taken with

. ¥ t
anent the baptism of converts from the Charch of Rome. 8’,’:::::: .:.nl

The Synod, in accordance with the terms of the Act passed last i‘:ﬁ%::.‘;w s
session of the Legislature for the incorporation of Knox College, at

this its first session after the passing of the Act, resolved and de-
clared, —

“That the principles and doctrines to be taught in Knox College
by the Professors and Tutors, or other persons who shall from time to Dostrines to be
time, and at all times hereafter, be employed or appointed in giving taught in Knox
ingtruction in the said College, shall be such and such only as are con- College,
sitent with and agreeable to the ‘ Confession of Faith,” the ¢ Larger and
Shorter Catechisms,’ and the ‘ Form of Church Government,’ all which
are called ‘ The Westminster Standards,” and shall comprise all theol-
ogical learning consistent with the said Standard: : Provided ll!l{l!.
that the vaid * Confession of Faith,’ be understoo, and taken with ‘the
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Regulation« for
grvernment and
administration
of Knox College.

explanatory -note thereto, agreed upon by the Synod of the Preshy-
terian Cburch of Canada, met at Toronton the year of our Lord, 1854 :
Provided also. that the raid ¢ Westminster Standards’ be taken and
understood with euch other, or further directions and rules as to Church
government, discipline or worship, as may from time to time be pre-
scribed or ordained by the Synod of the said Preshyterian Church
of Canada, with the concurrence of a majority of the Presbyteries
of the s«id Church, to he ascertained in fuch manner as the Sy-
nod «hall prescribe, and that such regulations aund rules be duly
recorded in the minute book of the eaid Synod, and signed by the
Moderator and Clerk for the time being of such Syncd.

The Synod furtber instruct their Clerk to register this resolution and
delaration in the records of the Syuod, and in the public Records of
the City of Toronto.”

Mr. A. F. Kemp, in behalf of the Committee appointed at last
meeting of Synod, presented Report with reference to regulations for
the government. and administration of Knox College.

The Synod received und sustained said Report, and sanctioned
ad wnterim the regulations contained therein, instructing Preshy-
teries to consider said regulations and report to the Synod next
ear.

. The following are the regulations :—

REGULATIONS FOR THE GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF ENOX
COLLEGE.

I. BOARD OF MANAGEMENT.

I. There shall be a Board of Management, composed of thirty-five per-
gons, ordained Ministers and Elders of the Church, of whom geven shall
be a quorum for the transaction of all business. The said Board rhall
be annually appointed by the Synod, and its members shall hold office
until their successors bhe appointed. They shall appoint their own
Becretary and Treasurer, who shall keep records and accounts w hich
shall be open to the iuspection of the Synod. The Chairman of the
Board shall be appointed anuually by the Synod, and in the event of
no such appointment being made, or, of the death, removal, or resiy-
nation of eaid Chairman, his place ehall be supplied by the Board
itself.

2. The Board shall be convened, hy the Chairman, at least three times

a year, and at such time, and in such manner as may be determined by
the Synod or by the Board itself.

3. The Board shall bave the whole management of the financial affairs
of the said College, shall receive and disburse all its moneys, keep and
manage all its property, and transact all its business relating to pro-
perty and money committed to its care, by the Synod ur otherwige,
and shall exercise all the powers, in regard to property and money,
vested in the Corporation of Knox College, by the Act 22 Vie., cap. 69.
In cases where special instruction shall be given by the Synod, (iv writ-
ing under the band of their Clerk,) it shall be the duty of the raid
Board to act according to such instructions,

4. The Board shall receive annual Reports from the Senate in reference
to the departments under the care of said Senate, and shall transmit
the same to the Synod along with a Report on all matters entrusted to

said Board, and an audited balance sheet of the property and financial
affairs of the College.

5. The Board shall farther take general cognizance of all matters per-
taining to the interest of the College, and co-operate with the Senate in
maintaining its diecipline, They shall also take charge of the Boarding
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department of the College, and make such regulations for its mansge.
ment as they may see fit, and shall appoint all subordinate servants and
dismiss and remove the same as they shall see fit.

6. The Board shall have power to appoint an acting sub-committee
with sach powers as they may deem requisite.

II. THE COLLEGE SENATE.

1. The Principal and Professors of the College, together with seven
members of Synod, shall be annually appointed by the Syuod as a
“ COLLEGE SkNATE,” to whom shall be entrusted the reception, acade-
mical superintendence, and discipline of the Students, and of all other
persons within the said College. The Senate shall take a general
inspect’on of the whole internal arrangements, of the College and of
the studies of the Students, and shall place said Students in that year
of the Curriculum to which they may be certified by Presbyteries, or by
such other body as the Synod may determine.

2. The Senate shall have charge of the Library and Museum. and ghall
at the close of each College Session present to the Board of manage-
ment a Report on the studies of the classes, and on any other matters
which may have been intrusted to them.

III. PRINCIPAL OF COLLEGE,

1. The Title of the Principal shall be—¢ The Reverend the Principal
of Knox College.”

2. He shall preside in all meetings of the College Senate, and shall
summon ruch mweetings at stated or convenient 1in es.  In case of a
division, the Principal eball only have a casting vote on there being
an equality of votes on any question submitted to their decision.

8. He shall preside at the public opening and closing of the College
Sessioo.

4. He shall be the medium of communication with, and conduct the
official correspondence of the College Senate,

5 He rhall have a general superintendence of the studies of the
Students in accordance with the instructions of the Senate ; it being
understood that the other Professors shall be responsible only to the
Synod fur the discharge of the duties entrusted to them.

IV. APPOINTMENT OF PROFESSORS AND TUTORS.

1. That no person thall at any time be employed or inducted into office
us . Piofeseor of Theoloxy who is not at the ime of his employment
or induction an ordained Minister of the Presbyterian Church of

unada ; and if a Licentiate shall at any time be appointed, he shall
before induction, be ordained to the Holy Ministry in th usual manner
by the Presbytery of Toronto, or by a Commission specially appoint:d
for that purpose by the Synod ; aund all persons, it any, who shall be
appointed or emuployed as Tutors, shall at the time of their entrance
into office he members of the said Church in fall communion therewith,
and that said Professors and Tutors shall sign the Formula appointed to
be rigned by Ministers, &e., of the Church.

2. That all Professors and Tutors who ghall hereafter be appointed
or employed in the said College, shall be appointed by the said Synod
at its ordioary annual Session, or at any fpecial meeting of the said
Synod, to be called for the purpose of making such appointments or
appointment by notice from the Moderator of Synod for the time being,
to be sent to each member of Synod at least fifteen days before the
day appointed for such special meeting, such appointments to be made
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by open vote of the majority of members present at the Sederunt of the
said Synod at which the appointment shall be made, or in such other
manner as the said Synod shall from time to time, hy resolution deter-
mine and direct to be pursued in making such appointments : Provided
always, that any such Professor or Tutor may resign, or may by the
said Synod be removed, suspended, or deposed from office, according
to the laws of the Church, and in case of any such Tutor resigning or
ceasing to be such as aforesaid, or in case any such Professor being
removed, or being deposed from the Ministry in due process of  disci-
pline, such Tutor or Professor, so resigning, ceasing to be a member.
or being removed, or deposed as aforesaid, shall ipso facto cease to be a
Professor or Tutor in the said College, and cease to have any claim to
any emolument or privilege belonging to the said College, and his
office shall be vacant.
V. OF SESSIONS ; AND ADMISSION AND ATTENDANCE OF STUDENTS.

1. The Session or Academical year shall commence on the first
Wedaesday of October, and end on the first Wednesday of April. There
shall be such recess at the end of Decemher as may be fixed by the
Senate.

2. No person shall be entitled to rank as a student who has not heen
certified to the Senate by some Preshytery of the Church, and who has
not signed the Album of the College and agreed to submit to its disei-
pline in such form as may be determined by the Senate.

3. Every Student shall at the end of each Session apply to the Pro-
fessors on whose instructious he has attended, for certificates attesting
the regularity of his attendance, his proficiency, diligence and general
conduct, which certificates shall be presented to the Presbytery of the
Church, by whom said Student may be examined for license or for
entrance upon the next year of the Curriculum ; and before any Stu-
dent shall be taken on trials for license, he shall present to his Preshy-
tery a certificate from the Senate signed by the Principal, attesting
that he has attended all the classes and performed all the duties
required by the Church.

4. Cases of an urgent or peculiar nature of attendance or absence
from the classes of any particular year shall he adjudeed upon hy the
Senate according to the cirenmstances of eaeh case.

VI. THE CURRICULUM.
The Curriculum of study shall be such as may at any time he
determined by the Synod. and for the present is :—

L. PRELIMINARY CLass. - For those who, on examination, are not found
qualified to enter upon the curricnlum properly socalled. Arithmetic
and Mathematics ; English Grammar; Elements of Civil History ;
Elements of Latin and Greek.

L. Nox-Tueorocicar. Counse.

1. First year—Classics : Mathematics ; English Composition. :

2. Second year—-Classics ; Junior Philosophy, (Logic and Metaphy

sics ;) Physical Science, (Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, or Natu-

al History ;) History and English Literature. (Junior Depart
ment.)

J. Third year—Senior Philosoph(v, (Metaphysics and Ethics ;) Junior
Hebrew ; Physical Science, (Geology :) History and Literatare,
(Senior Department.)

L TaroLoeicAL Coursk.

L. First year—Evidences of Natural aud Revealed Religion ; Senior

Hebrew ; Church History ; Exposition of Scripture.
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2. Second year-—Systematic Theology ; Church History ; Hermenen-
tics and Biblical History : Pastoral Theology ;: Exposition of
Seripture.

3.—Third year—Systematic Theology : Hermenentics and Biblical
Criticism ; Pastoral Theology.

The Synod appointed the following as the Board of Management
of Knox Colleze for the present year, viz: J. Bayne, D.D., R. Ir-
vine, D.D., R. Boyd, D.D., Messrs. D. McRuar, D. Inglis, R. F.
Burns, A. C. Geikie, A. Topp, W. Reid, W. Gregg, R. Ure, J.
Laing, J. M. Roger, J. W. Smith, John Smith. A Wilson, W.
McLaren, J. K. Smith, T. Wardrope, J. B. Duncan, D. Wardrope,
W. B. Clark, A. F. Kemp, J. Crombie, T. McPherson, J. Scott, J.
Ross, Ministers ; and Messrs (. Davidson, A. Jeflrey, A. McAlister,
J. L. Blaikie, W. Kerr, J. Court, W. Clark and Andrew Smith,
Elders,—Mr. Gregg, Chairman.

The Synod also appointed the following to be assessors in the
College Senate, viz: Messrs, A. Topp, M. Y. Stark, W. Reid,
W. Gregg, R. Ure, Ministers, with Messrs. Blaikie and Jeffrey,
Elders.

The Report of the Committee appointed with reference to the
debt on Knox College Ordinary Fund, was called for and given in
by Mr. Kemp, Convener. The Report having been read, it was, on
motion made and scconded, unanimously agreed to—

‘““That the Synod having heard the Report of the Committee to
enquire into the state of of the College Finances, receive and adopt the
same, and resolve—That an office be provided in the College buildings
for the business of the Agent and the Editor of the Record, and that an
amount equal to the cost of sai{ office be put to the credit of the Ordi-
nary College Fund ; that the contributions for the ordinary College
Fund be relieved from the expenses connected with the agency ; that
the legacy of the late Mr. Gibb, which this Synod receive with grati-
tude, shall be in the meantime appropriated to the Ordinary College
Fund, the Synod reserving the power to re-call it in more prosperous
times for a permanent endowment Fund ; that further, no efforts he
made in the meantime to liquidate the mortgage ; that the Synod also
express their gratification at the general prosperity of the College Fund,
and at the perfect correctness with which its accounts have been kept
and its finances conducted. Further, the Synod instruct Presbyteries
to bring the interests of the College under the consideration of con-
gregations.”

On motion made and seconded, Mr. Fraser, Minister of the United e of S
Presbyterian Chnrch, and Clerk of Synod, was invited to sit with od tosit with
the S_vnod. Synod,

Mr. Kemp, in behalf of the Presbytery of Montreal, which had Fvangehastion
heen speciallly appointed to consider ur{d réyporl as 10 the hest mode of °"'"er Canada
carrying on the work of evangelization in Lower Canada, stated that
they had no Report to lay before the Synod.

T'wo inotions were submitted with reference to this matter :—
L. It was moved by Mr. Gillespie, and seconded,—
“ That this matter be re.committed to the Presbytery of Montreal,
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with the assessors named last year, to examine farther, and reportnext
year.”

2. It was moved by Mr. McLaren, and seconded-—,
“That a Committee be appointed to consider and report as to the
matter.”
On a division, the amendment was carried, and in terms of it the
Synod appointed the following Committee, viz: Dr. Burns, Con-
vener, Mr. McLaren, Mr. Ross, Mr. Scott, Mr. Laing, Mr. Ure, Mr.
Burns, Mr. Quin, Mr. Lowry, Mr. Kemp, Ministers; and Mr.
MecMurrich, and Mr. Court, Elders.
Dr. Bayne gives  Dr, Bayne gave in reasons of dissent from the fin_ding of the Syqod
In reasons of di#- with reference to the Basis of Union with the United Presbyterian
j Church. The same were read, and ordered to he kept in retentis

Adherents to Dr. e following members intimated their adherence to the dissent of
Tn— Bayne, and the reasons given in, viz. Mr. G. Smellie, Dr. Irvine,
Mr. D. Gordon, Mr. Andrew Wilson, Mr. J. Middlemiss, Dr. Willia,
Mr. McMullen, Mr. McRuar, Mr. A. (. Geikie, and Mr. M. (.
Lutz.
Committee ap- The Synod appointed the following Committee to prepare answers
pointed toan-  to the reasons of dissent given in by Dr, Bayne, viz: Messrs. A.
e w Topp, R. Ure, J. Ross, W. McLaren, A. F. Kemp, and J. McMur-
rich,—Mr. A. Topp, Convener.
The hour of adjournment having come, the diet was closed with
prayer.

SIXTEENTH SESSION.

THURsDAY, 23rd June, 6 o'clock, P.M.

The Synod again met and was constituted with praise and prayer.
R The minutes of last diet were read and sustained,
eport o ore . .8 .
eig?l Misslon The Synod called for the Report of the Foreign Mission Commit-
Committee, tee.

The Report was giver in by Mr. Lowry, Convener, and read. On
motion made and seconded, it was agreed to receive the Report.

On motion made and seconded, it was resolved,—

Vancouver’s Is-  “That the Synod having had its attention directed to Vancouver's
{;nld uggi B:litlntb Island, and British Columbia, as a suitable field for missionary opera-
ed as Mission © . tions, agree to adopt it as a mission field of this Church.”

g‘l:‘l‘dr:hf thia It was further moved by Mr. McTavish, and seconded,—
; * That in_order to carry out the decision of Synod, the fuuds at the

disposal of Synod. be used for the furtherance of the Gospel in Vancou-
ver’s Island and British Columbia.

It was moved in amendment by Mr. Ross, and seconded,—

“That £300 be given to the Foreign Mission of the Free Church,
£300 to the Foreign Mission of the Irish Presbyterian Church, and £300
to the Britich Columbia Mission.
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It was moved in amendment by Mr. Gregg, and seconded,—

“ That £300 of the Foreign Mission Fund be given in equal propor-
tions to the Foreign Missions of the Free Church and the Irish Preshy-
terian Charch, and that the halance he appropriated to the British
Columbia Fund.”

The amendment by Mr. Gregg, and that by Mr. Ross, having been
put against each other, Mr. Gregg’s carried. The original motion
and Mr. Gregg's amendment were then put to the house, when the
original motion carried by a majority.

It was moved by Mr. McRuar, and seconded,—

“ That the Foreign Mission Committee consist of the following mem-
bers, viz: Messrs. Lowry, Gregg, Topp, Clark, Kemp, T. Wardrope,
Wilson, Dr. Irvine, Messrs. Inglis, Stark, Scott, McRuar, Dr. Burns, and
Dr. Bayne, Ministers ; and Messrs. Court, Clark, Redpath, Elder, Ken-
nedy, Cattanach, Turnbull, Ross, Cook, McKenzie, and Lutz, Elders,-
Mr. Lowry, Convener ; and that this Committee be empowered to look
out for, and send into the mission field, suitable missionaries, it being
understood, that these missionaries be ministers in connection with this
Church ; but that hefore sending such, the Committee shall submit the
name of any one whom they may select for this work to the different
Preshyteries of the Church, who shall meet within twenty-one days of
the date on which such notice shall come into the hands of the Mode-
rator or Clerk, and report their decision to the Convener of the Com-
mittee, who shall be authorized to assume that Presbyteries who
neglect to answer shall be held as concurring in the proposal made by
them ; the Committee to be guided by the decision of a majority of
the Presbyteries, Further, that the Committee be empowered to pro-
vide outfit and passage, and fix the salaries of missionaries.

The Report of the Home Mission Committee was called for. The l\‘[{‘x'm of Home
same was given in by Mr. Reid, and read. in;!ti::’]eugisgxl:li’n,
On motion made and seconded, it was agreed—
“ That the Report be received, and that the funds at the disposal of
the Home Mission Committee be distributed among the several Preshy-
teries according to the number of ordained ministers in each.”
The Committee was re-appointed as follows : Messrs. Reid, Ure,
Wightman, Nisbet, Gray, Gregg, Stark, McRuar, Burns, Dr. Irvine,
Messrs. Inglis, Black, A. McLean, of Puslinch ; Scott, MeDiarmid,
Tolmie, Walker, King, McMillan, of Fingal ; W. J. McKenzie,
McLeod, J. W. Smith, Wilson, James Smith, P. Gray, Kemp,
Currie, and Anderson, Ministers :—and Messrs, Telfer, Banner-
man, Wallace, Archibald Young, W. Wilson, Thomson, Dougan,
McKenzie, Ross, Gordon, Leith, Turnball, Stewart, Graham, Nicoll,
Cattanach, Court, Redpath, Ross, and Dr. Holden, Elders,~Mr.
Ure, Convener.

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee on Colportage. Report of Com-
The same was given in by Mr. McKenzie, Convener., pro tem. 'The mittee on Col-
Report stated :— L portage given in

“ That there was nearly sufficient money in hand to pay all the cre-
ditors, with the exception of Nelson & Sons, whose account, without
interest amounted to over $3,700. The position of the scheme at pre-
sent, was as follows : Accounts past due, $4,101 74 ; assets, $4,006 79 :
deficiency, $94 05. Of these assets, the selling price of books still on
hand amounted to $975 98; cash, $227 72 j sundry accounts due,

3
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Report received
and Collection

recommended in

aid of this object.

Special prayer
recommended

$1,185 29 ; balance due on sixty-three packages sent out, $1,617 80.
Should these assets be realized, little would be required to liquidate
the entire indebtrdness of the scheme ; but it was very clear that this
could not be hoped for, and that a considerable loss must be estimated up-
on the books still on hand, as also upon what must be regarded as debts.
The actual deficiency the Committee estimated as not likely to be less
than $1,200. The Committee trusted that the Synod would devise
means whereby this deficiency could be made up, and the Church
released from the pressing claims of the creditors of the scheme. In
order to do this, the Committee recommend that the books on hand
ghould be sold, and that the Synod should instruct ministers to bring
this matter before their respective congregations, and to take up a col-
lection for tbis object on the first Sabbath in October. In this manner
the Committee confidently hoped that the scheme could be closed with-
in the current year.”

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed :—

“To receive and adopt the Report, and to recommend that a collec-
tion be taken up throughout the Church on or before the first of Feb-
ruary next, for the purpose of meeting the liabilities of the scheme,
and also that private sabscriptions be taken up for the same object.”?

The Committee was re-appointed as follows : Messrs. Scott, Reid,
Ure, Dr. Irvine, Messrs. T. Wardrope, S. Young, Nisbet, Ingls,
King, Laing, R. F. Burns, and J. McTavish, Ministers ; and Messrs.
Dickerman, Osborne, Young, McMurrich, Hopkin, Mitchell, Stewart,
Court, Begg, Clark, Cowan, and McKenzie : Mr. Inglis, Convener.

The diet then closed with prayer.

SEVENTEENTH SESSION.,

Frioay, 24th June, 10 o'clock, A.M.
The Synod again met and was constituted.
The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.

On motion of Dr. Willis, the following minute was unanimously
adopted, viz :—

“The Synod having respect to the aspect of Providence, and the

with reference to interests of the country, as concerned in the prospective returns of the

season.

Report of

Agency Commit-

tees,

Consideration
of Buxton Mis-
sion resumed,

approaching harvest, recommend to ministers and congregations, a
becoming attention to this interest in public and private prayer.”

The Synod took up the Report of the Agency Committee. The

port was received and adopted, and its recommendations generally
approved, and in terms thereof, the Synod appointed the Finance
Committee, to consist of Messrs. J. McMurric 1, J. L. Blaikie, and
C. S. Patterson, with Revs. Messrs. Gregg, Topp, and Reid,—Mr.
McMurrich, Convener ; and a Committee fof the Record, consisting
of Dr. Burns, Dr. Willis, Messrs. Reid, Lowry, McTavish, Ure,
Gregg, Topp, Inglis, and Laing,—Dr. Burns, Convener.

The Synod resumed consideration of the Buxton Mission.

On motion made and seconded,—

“It was referred to the Home Mission Committee to consider the

grho(l:1 t’x,mtter of the Buxton Mission, and report to the next meeting of
ynod.
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The Synod also resolved —

“ That a Committee should be appointed to take the oversight and
control of the financial affairs of the Mission, and advise with Mr. King
as to the erection and cost of buildings, on the understanding that the
Synod shall not be responsible for any further expenditure than has
been already sanctioned ; and further, that the Committee should make
such arrangements with the Teacher as may relieve the Synod from
any additional obligation for his support.”

The Commitee was appointed ag follows, viz : Mr. Scott, Con-
vener ; Messrs. Ross, Forrest, Dr. Burns, Dr. Willis, and Dr. Irvine,
with Messrs. W, Clark, and A. McKellar.

The Committee appointed to revise the overture with reference to
licensing of students, reported the overture in the following terms,
viz :—

* Whereas it is of importance to regulate by special enactment of
Synod the form of proceeding in the licensing of Students ; it ishereby
humbly overtured by the undersigned that the Reverend the Synod
of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, shall remit the following regu-
lations thereanent in terms of the Barrier Act, in order that the same
may be passed into a Standing Law of this Church.

I. “That no Student shall apply for license until the last se
his theological course is concluded.

IL. “When a Student applies to any Presbytery to be taken on trial
for license, he must produce certificates f rom the Professors and Senate
of the College, or from the Professors of any Theological College in
connexion with churches in communion with this Church : (1,) That
he has completed the theological curriculum. (2,) That he has deli-
vered the five discourses prescribed to him in the course of his studies.
(3,) That his character and conduct during his attendance at College
were suitable to his views of life.

III. “That the Presbytery shall then examine said Student in
Latin, Greek, Philosophy, Theology, and Practical Religion. If the
examination be sustained, the Clerk shall be directed to make applica-
tion to the next Synod for leave to take said Student on trial for License,
certifying at the same time that the requisite certificates had been pro-
duced, and the examination had been sustained,

IV. “ Leave having been obtained from the Synod, the Student shall
then undergo his public probationary trials. These are examinations :
I. On Biblical Hebrew and Greek. 2. On Theology, Church History,
and Government, and on Personal Religion. 3. He shall also read before
the Presbytery : (1,) A Latin exercise. (2,) A Greek eritical exer-
cise. (3,) A Homily. (4,) A popular lecture. (5,) A popular sermon.

“ The Presbytery may reject any or all of these trials, and may exa-
mine the Student on his various discourses if they see cause,

V. “That the trials being finished, the Presbytery shall take a con-
junct view of the whole, and record their opinion. If not satisfied
therewith, the licensing shall be deferred, and the Presbytery shall act
in the matter as they shall see for edification ; if the trials be sus-
tained, the Court shall proceed to license said Student to preach the
Gospel. This shall be done in the following manner :—

VL (1,) “ He shall give his assent to the questions required by the
Synod to be put in such cases, and shall either sign the formula or
agree to sign it when required. (2,) The Moderator shall then give
him a suitable address, and after rayer for the Divine blessing, shall
in the name of the Lord Jesus shrist, and by the authority of the

ssion of

Overture with
reference to
licensing of Stu-
dents sent down
to Presbyteries
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P'resbytery, I'cense h'm to preach the Gospel wherever he may be
ordoriy caled, The ¢ lak shall be in-iructed to g ant an Exiract of
License + hen asked, and on a probationer removing from oue Preshy-
tiry to another. he ghali pro duce a Presbyterial certificate in con mon
forn to the Presby tery with n whose bounds he suall be uppointed to
labour,

“ This latter rule sball apply to ordained min‘stcrs without fixed
charges "’

On motion made and seconded,—

“ It was agreed again to send down the overture to Presbyteries.”

Overture anent The Committee appointed to revise the overture anent the calling
calling and in- g d inducting of Ministers, reported the overture in the following
SREes % terms, viz :—

“ Whereas a diversity of prictice exists in the Presbyteries of this
Church in reference to the calling and ordination of Probationers,
regarding whicn it is desirable that there should be uniformiry, it is
theretore overtured that tie Synod shall send down the following regu-
lations to Presbyteries in t-ims of the Barrier Act in order that they
may be passed into a Standing Law of the Church.

1. “ That when a Probationer or ordained missionary is called to a
charge, and does not reside within the bounds of the Presbytery call-
ing, the call shall be sent to the Presbytery within whose bounds he
resides, to be presented to him with all convenient speed.

2. “ Tbat no Presbytery shall induct or ordain a missionary or Pro-
bationer coming from another Presbytery, without first having obtained
a Presbyterial certificate of his standing from the Presbytery within
whose bounds he has last resided.”

Two motions were submitted.

1. It was moved and seconded,—

“That the overture be sent down to Presbyteries in terms of the
Barrier Act.”

2. It was moved and seconded,—
“ That it be not transmitted.”

Overture rent On a division, the first motion carried, and it was accordingly
down to Presby- agreed to send it down for the consideration of Presbyteries.

teries.
The Report on the Widows’ Fund, was given in and read. From
the Report it appeared,—
Report of “ That the receipts for the year has been—from Congregational Col-
g“,‘::’l';;.F und) tections, $995 85 ; from Minister’s Rate, $760 ; from interest, $1,434
08; and from amount of principal falling due, $378 30. The amount
paid for annuities was $910 ; Minister’s Rates repaid with interest,
$342 78 ; and amount invested, $2,658 90. The total amount invested
in Debenturcs and Mortgages is £5,824 14s., making with balance for
investment, a total of £6,383 16s. 4d.”
On motion made and seconded,—

“The Report was received and sustained, and the Committee were
instructed to revise the rules and regulations, and report to next Synod
any alterations they may consider necessary, giving the required notice
in the Record.”

The following members from the Committee on Widows' Fund,
viz.—Dr. Burns, Messrs. G. P. Young, Smellie, Scott, Inglis, Dr.
Boyd, Dr. Irvine, Ministers ; and Messrs. Osborne, Buchanan, Wal-

R —
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ker, McLellan, Elmslie, Davidson, Blain, Ferrier, McMurrich, Shaw,
Spreull, Morgan, C. S. Patterson, Hay, Redpath, D. Davidson,
Court, Dr. Dickson, Hon. J. McDonald ;—James Osborne, Esq.,
Hamilton, Convener.
Mr. John Gray gave in a carefully prepared Report on statistics. D
It was agreed to receive the Report. Statistics.
It was moved and seconded, that the financial and statistical year
terminate on 31st March, and that Preshyteries be enjoined to sce
that the returns are forwarded in due time.

It was moved in amendment, that the time of returning the satis-
tics remain as at present, and that Presbyteries be enjoined to see
that returns are made by congregations under their care, and by the
Presbytery Clerks, and to report diligence in the matter to the
Synod.

The amendment was, on a division, adopted as the deliverance of
the Synod.

The Synod appointed the Committee on statistics, viz :—Messrs.
J. Gray, J. Laing, W. Reid, W. Gregg, and T\ Dallas,—Mr. Gray,
Convener.

The Committee appointed to consider the communication from pejicerance

on

Dr. Ryerson, Chief Superintendent of Education in Canada West, Iir Ryerson's

presented a Report. The Synod sustained the same and adopted the
following minute, viz :—

“The Synod having had under coosideration a letter from the Rev.
Dr. Ryerson, Superintendent of Public Education, Canada West, on
the subject of Christian instruction in Common Schools, regard such
communication as partaking of the nature of a private document, and
therefore not calling for special consideration at their hands. The
Synod would, however, refer to their previous action on the subject of
Separate Schools, in June, 1856, in which they express strong views
adverse to the continuance of such schools instituted for sectarian
ends. In regard to other aspects of this question, the Syned appoint a
Committee to watch over any legislation that may be proposed during
the next session of the Legislature in regard to education, seeing that
it be based on Scriptural principles :—the Commitree to consist of Dr.
Willis, Messrs. Gregg, Topp, Clark, Ure, McMurrich, McAuley, Lutz,
and Hossack.”

The Synod called for Report from Preshytery of Toronto with

commuunication}

Report of Pres-

reference to Missionary operations among the American Indians.  bytery of Toron«
10 anent Ameris

The Presbytery Reported that they were unable to collect any can Indians,
further or more delinite information on the state of the American
Indians, but that they were about to institute enquiries, and hoped
that ere long they would be in a position to obtain such information
as might enable the Church to see her way to do something to
advance the cause of the Gospel among an interesting and perishing
race.
The Synod again re-committed the subject to the Presbytery of
Toronto. ;

Mr. R. F. Burns gave a Report in behalf of the Committee on Report of Cime

3 " s The Re ac austained ¢ » () : mittee on Sab-
Sabbath Observance. The Report was sustained and the Committee [ EeCm0 "

re-appointed as follows, viz., Messrs. P. Gray, H. Gordon, A. Wil given in.
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Report on
Sabbath Schools
given in,

Report of Com-
mittee on state
of religion,

Committee ap-
pointed to
answer reasons
of dissent give
in interim re-
port ; appointed
special commis-
sion of Synod.

Overture anent,
registration of
births, &e.

Overture anent
Manses

Leave to Board
of Managers

of Knox College
to meet.

Presbytery of
Hamilton to;
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eon, R. F'. Burns, 'I'. S. Hodgskin, Ministers ; Messrs. McLaughlin,
Stewart, Elders,—Messrs. Burns and Gray, joint Conveners.

Mr. Jobn Gray, Convener, presented to the Synod, Report on
Sabbath Schools. The Report was received, and the Committee
re-appointed as follows, viz., Messrs. J. Gray, Nisbet, Lowry, Burns,
Ministers, and Dr. Holden ; Messrs. Court, A. Fraser, and F. W.
Torrance, Elders ;—Mr. Gray, Convener.

STATE OF RELIGION.

Mr. Scott, Convener of the Committee on the State of Religion
presented Report, which was read and sustained. The Committee
was re-appointed as follows, viz:—Dr. Burns, Dr. Willis, Messrs.
Gregg, John Gray, Inglis, Ministers; Messrs. McMurrich, Court,
Cattanach, Clark, Elders; Mr. Scott,—Convener. The following
Ministers were appointed corresponding members in the various
Presbyteries, viz :—For the Presbytery of Montreal, Mr. Crombie ;
for Presbytery of Brockville and Ottawa, Mr. T. Wardrope ; for the
Presbytery of Kingston, Mr. Wilson; for Presbytery of Cobourg,
Mr. McKenzie; for Presbytery of Toronto, Mr. McTavish; for
Presbytery of Hamilton, Mr. R. F. Burns ; and for Presbytery of
London, Mr. D. Walker, of Port Sarnia.

The Synod also appointed the following Committee to prepare
and issue a Pastoral Address, viz., the Moderator, Mr. Willis, Mr.
Topp, and Mr. Scott ;—the Moderator, Convener.

The Synod called for Report of Committee appointed to prepare
answers to the reasons of dissent given in by Dr. Bayne and others.
A verbal Report was given in by Mr. Topp, Convener. The Synod
appointed the Committee a Special Commission of Synod to prepare
and approve such answers, that the reasons of dissent and the
answers may go before Presbyteries and Sessions together with the
Basis of Union.

The Synod took up overture anent the Registration of Births,
Marriages and Deaths.

The Synod approved the overture and appomnted the following
Committee to watch over any Legislative action with reference to
this subject, viz:—Mr. Lowry, Convener, Mr. W. B. Clark, J.
Laing, W. McKenzie, Ministers, and Messrs. McMurrich and Clark,
Elders.

The Synod took up an overture on the subject of Manses. The
Synod cordially approved the overture and commended it to the
careful consideration of the Presbyteries,

The Synod granted lcave to the Board of Managers of Knox
College to meet at any time between this and next meeting of Synod,
such meeting to be called by the chairman of the Board.

It was agreed that the Presbytery of Hamilton should make
necessary arrangements for Sabbath service at next ordinary meet-
ing of Synod.

The Quarterly collections were appointed in the same order as in
previous years, viz.,, French Canadian Missions on 3rd Sabbath of
July ;—=Synod Fund and Buxton Mission on 3rd Sabbath of Octo-




1859,] MINUTES OF THE SYOND AT TORONTO. 39

ber ;—Foreign Missions on 2nd Sabbath of January ; Widows Fund
on 3rd Sabbath of March.
On motion made and seconded, it was resolved :— Thanks to ofes
«That the thanks of the Synod be given to the office-bearers of bearers of Cooke's
Cooke’s Church, for the comfortable accommedstion afforded to the boorarios -
Synod during its Session ; also to the accommodation Committee, and snd to friends in
the friends in Toronto, generally, for the hospitable manner in which Toronto general-
they have reccived the Ministers and Elders of the Synod.” It:, t:‘r“l‘x;‘»ls;mamy
The business of Synod being now concluded, after singing part o rE
the 22nd Psalm, and prayer, the Moderator addressed the Synod in Muad il
appropriate terms; appointed next ordinary meeting of Synod to * :
take place in Hamilton, on the second Tuesday of June, 1860, at
half-past seven, p.m., and dismissed the Synod with the Apostolic
benediction.
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APPRINDIN.

PRESBYTERIAL REPORTS.

PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.
License :

Mr. A. D. McDonald was licensed to preach the Gospel, on the 10th of August,
1858.

Resignation :

Mr. Samuel Young resigned his charge at Guelph, and was loosed therefrom on the
27th of October, 1858.

Ordinations :

1. Mr. John McMurray was ordained and inducted as Pastor of the Grimsby
Congregation, on the 16th of July, 1858.

2. Mr. Alexander Grant was ordained and inducted as Pastor of the 2nd Congrega-
tion of Sydenham, on the 4th of August, 1858.

3. Mr. James Cameron was ordained and inducted as Pastor of the Sullivan and
Derby Congregation, on the 16th of February, 1859

4. Mr. William Park was ordained and inducted as Pastor of the Durham Congre-
gation, on the 18th of May, 1859.

The Rev. James Rogers, formerly Minister at Demorestville, was, on the 12th day
of April, 1859, declared to be no longer a Minister of the Presbyterian Church of
Canada.

JaMES MippLeMiss, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

1. Mr. James White was received as a \linister, 11th August, 1858.
2. Rev. A. Topp was inducted as Pastor of Knox’s Church, 16th Sept., 1858.
3. Rev. D. B. Pearce was inducted at Weston, 22nd Sept., 1858.
4, Rev. R. C. Swinton was released from charge of Markham, Dec. 1, 1858.
5. Rev. J. Stewart was ordained and inducted as Pastor of the Gaclic Congregation,
at Oro, 10th May, 1859.
W. GreGa, Pres. Clerk.

RFPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF COBOURG

The Rev. Donald McLeod having resigned, was loosed from the Pastoral charge
of the Congregation of Cobourg, on the 10th of May.

J. Bowig, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF KINGSTON.
l1st. Demission :

185R8ev. W. F. White was loosed from the charge of Belleville, on the 15th November,

2nd. Induction :

1st. Rev. R. C. Swinton, formerly of Markbam, was inducted to the Pastoral
charge of Picton, 15th December, 1858.
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2nd. Rev. Wm. McLaren, formerly of Boston, Massachusetts, was inducted to the
Pastoral charge of Belleville, 22nd March, 1859.

3rd. Reception :

Rev. S. B. Shaw, an ordained Minister from the Presbyterian Church in Ireland,
was received as a Minister of this Church, 12th October, 1858.

A. MACALISTER, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF BROCKVILLE.
The Presbytery of Brockville has no changes to report for the past year.

PRESBYTERY OF OTTAWA.
Inductions :

1. Rev. John McKinnon was inducted as Pastor of the Congregations at Beckwith
and Goulburn, September, 28th, 1858,

2. Mr. James Whyte was ordained and inducted as Pastor of the Congregation at
Osgoode, November 24th, 1838.

3. Mr. Wm. McKenzie was ordained and inducted as Pastor of the Congregution at
Ramsay, December 8th, 1858.

4. Rev. S. C, Fraser was inducted as Pastor of the Congregation at McNab, January
27th, 1859

J. L. GovrLAY, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.

Messrs. John Milloy, Adam F. MacQueen, and John McKay, were ordained over
the several Congregations of Lingwick, Renyon, and Richmond.

Mr. A. F. MacQueen was licensed to preach the Gospel.

The Knox Church, Boston, was permitted to withdraw from its ecclesiastical con-
nection from the Presbyterian Church of Canada, and the Rev. Wm. McLaren was
lvosed from the charge of Knox Church, Boston, U. S.

The Church at Farnham Centre was organized as a station in connection with
this Church.

A. F. Kexp, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF LONDON.
Lst. Licenses :
Mr. Archibald McDiarmid and Mr. Donald McLean were licensed, on the 7th day
of October, 1858. .

2nd. Ordinations and Inductions :

1. Rev. John Fraser was inducted into St. Andrew’s Church, Thamesford, on the
4th day of April, 1859.

2. Rev, James W, Chesnut was inducted into the Pastoral charge of Mandaumin
and Enniskillen, on the 20th day of April, 1859.

3. Mr. Archibald McDiarmid was ordained and inducted inte the pastoral charge of
Wallacetown and Currie Road, on the 27th day of April, 1859.

4. Mr. Alexander D. McDonald was ordained and inducted into the Church and
Congregation of Clinton, on the 28th day of April, 1859.
3rd. Demissions : .

1. Rev. Wm, 8. Ball resigned the pastoral charge of Knox’s Church, Woodstock, and
his resignation was accepted, on the 27th day of October, 1858,

2. Rev, James H. McNaughton resigned the past ral charge of the congregation
of Saugeen, and his resignation was snccepted, on the 7th day of April, 1859,

3. Rev. William Doak resigned the Pastoral charge of the Congregation of Port
Stanley, and his r-siguation was accepted, on the 3rd day of May, 1859,

WiLLiaM DoaAx, Pres. Clerk.




b g i i N

42 MINUTES OF THE SYNOD AT TORONTO. [Jane,

REPORT OF THE COLLEGE COMMITTEE.—KNOX COLLEGE.

The Committee have great pleasure in recording the continued prosperity of our
Theological College. They would ascribe the praise to God who, since the commence-
ment of this Institution in 1845, has made it a most important means of advancing the
interests of our Church in this Province.

The number of the Students matriculated in Knox College during the past year is 35
Besides these, there are other students who are studying with a view to the Ministry
in our Church, partly in Knox College, and partly in University College. The
whole number is about 50.

It may be stated that po less than seventeen students have completed their Theolo-
gical course during the past year, and are thus in a position to ask license at the
bands of the various Presbyteries. This is the largest number that has on any occa-
gion completed the curriculum at the close of one gession in Knox College.

The course of instruction in the different classes will be seen by the Reports of
the Professors which have been handed to the Committee, and which will be submit-
ted to the Synod. It will be seen from these Reports that besides the usual classes, a
class of Sacred Rhetoric and Elocution was superintended by the Principal and the
Professor of Church History. The Committee deem it desirable that this class be
continued, and recommend the Synod to instruct the Professors’ Court to make the
necessary arrangements.

As during previous years, a Mathematical class was conducted in the Gollege by
Mr. Thompson, and Hebrew and Latin were taught in University College by Messrs.
Hirschfelder and Wickson. With respect to the Hebrew class, the Committee recom-
mend the Synod to instruct the Professors’ Court to confer with Mr, Hirschfelder
with a view to bring his instructions into greater harmony with the requirements of
the classes in Knox College.

The Committee find that the returns received from Presbyteries relative to the
examination of students have not been all sent in, and agreed to direct the attention
of the Synod to that subject, recording at the same time their opinion that a Com-
mittee be appointed to consider the subject of the examination of the students
generally, and to report next year.

With respect to entrants upon the College course, the Committee learned from the
Reports of the Professors, that several had come up frem Presbyteries unfit to enter
the Classes on account of deficiency in elementary training. They therefore recom-
mend the Synod to instruct Presbyteries to give more particular attention to the
literary attainments of students making application to them, and"when necessary, to
send them to Institutions where they may be trained under the care of the Presby-
teries till they are prepared to enter the College Classes, and further to see that in
such cases pecuniary assistance be provided by the Presbyteries if necessary.

A question which gave rise to much discussion in the Committee was, whether tbe
Professors’ Court have power to determine the position of students in the curriculum
It was the opinion of a majority, (five to four,) that they have this power. The min-
ority were of opinion that the power belongs exclusively to Presbyteries. It will be
necessary for the Synod to come to a decision on this question, so as to prevent
future misunderstandings.

It will be seen from Professor Young’s Report that some doubt is entertained
whether attendance on his exegetical class is imperative on students of the second as
well as of the first year in Theology. In point of fact, the class is attended by stu-
dents of both lyears. The Committee recommend the Synod to erder the attendance
of Students of both years as the standing rule.

Although the subject of the employment of Students during the summer months
has occupied the attentfon of $he Synod at previous meetings, the Committee deem it
necessary to urge it upon their notice again. They feel that is impossible for students
to prosecute their studies satisfactorily while burdened with the labour of preparing
for preaching two or three sermons each Sabbath. The Committee, therefore, recom-
mend that measures be taken by the Synod to remedy this evil ; and particularly that
they instruct Presbyteries to be more stringent in securing to Students a reasonable
time for the exclusive prosecution of their studies.

=
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The Committee now proceed to report on the Finances of the College. They have
gatisfaction in being able to state that there is an improvement in the fund for the
current expenses of the College. It will be remembered that for three preceding
years there was an annual and increasing defficiency of £40 in 1856, of £187 in
1857, and of £210 in 1858. The whole balance against the fund was £438. During
the year now closed there has been no defficiency. On the contrary, the balance has
been reduced to £392. It should be added, however, that the interest on the mort-
gage has been as formerly, charged to the account of the Building Fund.

The improvement in the Current Expenses Fund has been the result of increased
contributions from the different congregegations, the whole amount received from
which was $5476 this year against $4749 last year, making an increase of $728.

Besides the contributions just referred to, the Committee have to report the receipt
of a Legacy of £500 from the late James Gibb, Esq., of Quebec, whose memory will
be long and gratefully cherished in this Synod. As an Elder of this Church, he took
a deep interest in all its concerns; and his liberality in support of the various
gchemes is well known to the brethren.

The legacy has been received by the Agent of the Church. The terms of the
bequest leave it in the power of the Synod to dispose of it at pleasure. It will there-
fore rest with the Synod te determine how it shall be appropriated. The Committee
recommend that it be placed to the credit of the Current Expenses Fund, against
which, as already reported, there is a balance of nearly £400.

No contributions were specially asked for, during the past year, on behalf of the
College Building Fund. Contributions, however, have been received, amounting to
£115 10s., which have enabled the Treasurer to pay a large proportion of the interest
due on the mortgage. The whole amount due on the mortgage is £2678, which is
payable in 1862.

There is a balance in favour of the Bursary Fund of $722. A particular statement
of the receipts and disbursements of this and the other funds, will be submitted in
separate documents,

The Boarding department of the College is still conducted under the superintend-
ence of Mr. Thomas Willing, who continues to give satisfaction. A slight reduction
has been made during the last session, on the price of board. The Committee are of
opinion that it is exceedingly desirable that the students be not required to pay more
than two dellars weekly. This would require the church to supplement the payment
from their own funds. Such a provision the Committee recommend so soon as
practicable.

It may here be added that the comfort of the students has been materially increased
by the introduction of Gas-light into the large Dining Hall. This bas been effected
by the private liberality of the Principal and Professor of Church History. Other
private efforts are just now being made towards still adding further to the comfort of
the students in the separate rooms. .

In concluding this Report, the Committee would not forget to state that they were
glad to learn that special prayer on behalf of the College was generally offered in the
various Congregations on the Sabbath appointed by the Synod. They have reason to
believe that the prayers offered have not been ineffectual ; and they recommend the
Synod to renew a similar appointment for the ensuing year. The Divine blessing is
that which is above all things necessary, and ought therefore to be specially and
earnestly sought.

WiLLiax GREGG.

Toronto, 15th June, 1859. Convener.

- — e

REPORT OF THE FOREIGN MISSION.

Your Committee regret that they cannot report much progress in the matter of a
Foreign Mission during the past year. At an early meeting after the last meeting of

* Synod, the suggestions contained in last year’s Report were taken into consideration ;

and evenlually the Committee resolved to take steps towards sending two Mission-
aries to Vancouver’s Island and British Columbia, for the purpose of gathering
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together the Presbyterians and such others as may be found willing to receive the
Word, with the ulterior view of conjoining with this undertaking an effort to Chris-
tianize the Pagan Aborigines in those regions. It was also resolved, to invite to this
Mission two Ministers of this Church, whem the Committee thought qualified to com-
mence such an important work. However, on corresponding with these brethren,
the Committee found their services were not available, as one of them declined
accepting the invitation, and the other declined entertaining the matter under present
circumstances. In this position the Committee agreed to delay further procedure till
the present meeting of Synod. They were induced more readily to come to this
decigion because they understood that doubts were entertained by some as to the
power of this Committee to undertake the work of sending Ministers or Missionaries
to New Columbia or Vancouver’s Ieland. Your Committee therefore ask the Synod
to make such a deliverance on the subject as will authorize the Committee to proceed
in sending Missioparies to those regions.

Respecting the Financial affairs of this Mission,—according to the Report present-
ed to the Synod at its last meeting, there was at that time a balance in hands of
£596 32, 1d. During the past year, a sum of £300 has been contributed chiefly by
congregational collections. There is, therefore at present in your Treasury about
£900.

From this brief statement of the details of business, the Synod will readily per-
ceive, that there is little connected with our Foreign Mission of which we have reason
to congratulate ourselves. Has not the way of the Church in this matter been much
hedged in? No satisfactory response bas been made to the Church’s ecall, “ Who
will go for'us?”’ To a greater extent than the circumstances of the people connected
with our Church would warrant, there has been a withholding of the gold and silver
which the Lord claims as His own.

May we not very properly enquire, why are these things so? Have we, as a Church
been resting on our own strength? Are we, through a false economy, robbing God
of the offerings which a recollection or experience of mercies or judgments should
have prompted us to bring into the house of God? Are we in any measure beginning
to fall short of those solemn and noble-hearted purposes to which we pledged our-
selves in former years? Has the unexpected failure of our first effort in the Indian
field thrown us into despondency, rather than led us to heart-searchings respecting
the motives by which we were influenced, and to hnmble but sincere purposes of greater
devotedness? To such conclusions, your Committee would not desire to come. They
would judge charitably respecting the Church. They are fully satisfied that the

eople of our Church were, in many instances, influenced in contributing less than
in former years, or in not contributing at all, by the fact that a Foreign Mission Field
had not been definitely selected, and that consequently there was no urgent demand for
their pecuniary offerings. Again, the great pressure arising out of the distressed
state of commerce and agriculture, will sufficieatly account for smaller returns being
made from several districts than formerly. And, besides, have we not reason to
believe that the Great Head of the Church may be yleased to act towards Churches
as He does towards individuals? We frequently find that when God is about to
¢mploy His servants in the execution of some important work, He requires them previ-
ously to pass through much trial and affliction as a discipline calculated to glorify
himgelf? And, on the same principle, may He not require a Church to pass through
her trials of faith, when at the very same time He may be calling her to * shake her-
gelf from the dust and loose herself from the bands of her neck ” that He may nake
hr “ an eternal excellency. a joy of many generations?””  As long as we have autho-
rity to believe that great difficulti»s and obstacles, instead of affording reasons for
inactivity, furnish sufficicnt warrant for putting forth even feeble efforts, provided
those efforts correspond in rome measure with the abilities of the parties concerned,
and such a principle geems to be involved in such an expression as, ¢ curse ye Meroz,
gaid the nngel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inbabitants thereof ; because they
came not to the help of the Lord. to the help of the Lord against the mighty,”—go
long ought the people of God to aim at ¢ te .ching all nations,” And chiefly. ought
the Church in her several Conrts and Congregations to plead earnestly in prayer to
ber God and King. that He would “ have respect to Ii covenant,”—that He would
make the pillar of His guidance £o apparent to His Church, that she would discern
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the plices in which she thould make her encampmeuts ; and tht, inasmuch as 4 the
fields are alreudy white unto the barvest,” He would “ eend forth faitbful, devoied,
aud successful labourers into His t arvest.”

Y. ur Committee have also to inform the Synod, that during the past year they
have been deprived of the services of the Rev, Donald Fraser, the original Convener
of the Committee, by his removal to Inverne-s, Scotland, It is justly due to that
brother, that this Commiitee should embody in their Report a statement of their
grateful recollection of th- very zealous and faithful manncr in which he attend.d to
all matters conuvected with the Foreign Mission, and ulso an expression of their hope,
trat in another portion of his Master’s Vineyard, he may be made eminently useful
in extending and edifying the Kingdom of Christ.

Finally, your Committee would earnestly solicit the special attention of the Synod
to the present state of your Foreign Mission, to the claims that a Westerly portion
of our own continent has on our prayers and ministrations, and to those agencies,
which as a Church, we should ¢mploy, to aid in the introduction of the period when
“ The people which sat in darkness shall have seen a great light ; and to them which
sat in the region and shadow of death, light shall hav esprung up.”

(Signed) Troumas Lowry,

Toronto, June 16th, 1859. Convener.

REPORT OF WIDOWS’ FUND, FOR 1858-Y.

During the year, the following have been the receipts, viz :—

From Congregational collections.................c. ..uu.. $995 85

R DD MUOIRIORN .o (s oaiiis o3 oo 006 wbtas 6n sy oinis 760 00

G R S S e PR XS 1434 08

“  Principal falling due and paid ......... ; i 378 30
e 3568 23
RN NI JUE. . . ovssrqnssonnsisnosssanshosisondn 2889 93
$6458 16

Of this sum the amount of $910 00 has been paid in annuities to Widows and
Children, and the unusually large sum of $342 78, paid to ministers who have re-
signed their pastoral charges, and are no longer in the service of the Church. (The
names of these ministers are Revs, Messrs, John McMurray, James Rogers, Samuel
Young, William S. Ball, Donald Fraser, and Donald McLeod). There is a falling off
in the amount of congregational collections, as might have been expected. There is
also a falling off in the amount received from Ministers’ Rates. But both these
sources of income will again increase. Last year the interest on one investment was
paid up in advance to the end of this year, thereby making the amount for interest
last year larger, and for this year smaller than it would otherwise have heen,

There is no increase in the number of annuitants.

WiLrLiam Re,

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON A FUND FOR AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS

The Committee beg to Report that they have held two meetings to deliberate on
the subject entrusted to them, but have not thought it expedient in the present
depressed state of the country to recommend the addition of another scheme to those
already claiming the attention of the Church. Deeply impressed, however, with the
great need of action being taken as speedily as practicable, they have agreed to sub-
mit to the Synod the following statements : —

That the provision may be made for aged and infirm Ministers in two ways, either
by the establishment of a fund, such as the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, the interest
of which.would annually be expended ; or to take up a collection annually, or bi-
annually, a8 may be required, and that the money thus accruing, ehall he paid to
those who may be considered as entitled to aid.
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The former plan wouid undoubtedly be the more satisfactory, on account of its
permanency and superiority to the evil effects of caprice or accidental circumstaneés
beyond the control of the Church ; but ou the other hand, the latter plan seems to be
the more simple and more readily available.

The prineiples on which a scheme may be formed were to some extent considered,
when it was proposed, that no Minister should be put upon the Fund who has not
been a Minister in this Church for at least five years, and that a graduated scale of
distribution, according to the length of service be adopted ; and further, that Congre-
gations whose Ministers are put upon the Fund will be expected or required to con-
tribute towards their support, accor’ing as may be determined by a Committee to
whom that duty shall be entrusted.

The regulations which may be necessary for establishing and administering such a
fund, the Committee is not prepared to submit. They would, however, suggest the
propriety of re-appointing the Committee with instructions to mature a scheme to be
submitted to next Synod.

They would also suggest, that the Synod appoint one of the quarterly collections
to be devoted to this object, leaving it for a future Synod to determine whether the
money thus accruing shall be reserved as the nucleus of a permanent fund, or should
it be required, shall be partially distributed.

All which is respectfully submitted.

WiLLiaM Greag,

Toronto, 17th June, 1859, Convener.

- + o

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON UNION.
The Committee on Union beg leave to report that, they met with the Committee of
United Presbyteriun Church at Toronto, on the eighteenth day of August last, and
continued their deliberations during that and the following day.

There were present on behalf of the United Presbyterian Church, Dr. William Tay-
lor, (Convener,) Dr. Jennings, Messrs. Thornton, Kennedy, Aitkins, Skinner, and
Gibsgon, Ministers,

On behalf of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, there appeared Messrs. Ure,
(Convener,) Scott, Fraser, Gregg, Ross, and Laing, Ministers ; Messrs. Jefirey, and
Heron, Elders.

The Rev. W. Aitkins was called to the chair,

The Conveners laid on the table their instructions from their respective Synods.

The Committee proceeded to frame a * Basis of Union,” and came to a unanimous
agreement on the following articles : —

I. Or Hory Scriprure.—* That the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments,
being the inspired Word of God, are the Supreme and infallible rule of faith and life.

II. Or THE SUBORDINATE STANDARDS.—* That the Westminster Confession of Faith,
with the Larger and Shorter Catechisms are received by the Church as her Subordi-
nate Standards, and as exhibiting the sense in which the Holy Scripture is to be
understood.

“ But whereas, certain sections of the said Confession of Faith, which treat of the
power or duty of the Civil Magistrate, have been objected to, as teaching principles
adverse both to the rights of private judgment in religious matters, and to the prero-
gatives which Christ has vested in His Church, it is to be understood :

(1.) “ That no interpretation of these Sections is held by this Church, which would
interfere with the fullest forbearance as to any differences of opinion which may
prevail, on the question of the endowment of the Church by the State.

(2.) * That no interpretation of these Sections can be received by this Church which
would accord to the State any authority to violate that liberty of censcience and
right of private judgment, which are asserted in chap. XX. sec. 2., of the Confession,
and in accordance with the statements of which, this Church holds that every person
ought to be at full liberty to search the Scriptures for himself, and to follow out
what he conscientiously believes to be the teaching of Scripture, without l¢# or hin-
drance.
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(3) “That no interpretation of these Sections can be received by this Church
which would admit of any interference on the part of the State with the spiritual
independence of the Church, as set forth in chap. XXX, of the Confession.

III. Or tae Heapsurp oF CurisT over THE Cmurch. “That the Lord Jesus
Christ is the only King and Head of His Church ; that e has made her free from all
external or secular authority in the administration of her affairs, and that she is
bound to assert and defend this liberty to the utmost, and ought not to enter into any
such engagements with any party as would be prejudicial thereto.

IV. OF THE HEADSHIP oF CHRIST OVER THE NATIONS, AND THE DUTY OF THE CIvIL
MaGisTRATE.—* That the Lord Jesus Christ, as Mediator, is invested with universal
Sovereignty, and is therefore King of Nations ; and that all men, in every capacity
and relation are bound to obey His will as revealed in His word ; and particularly,
that the Civil Magistrate, (including under this term all who are ip any way concern-
ed in the Legislative or Administrative action of the State,) is bound to regulate his
official procedure as well as his personal conduct, by the revealed will of Christ, to
bow to the autherity of Christ as King of Nations, and conduct his whole administra.
tion according to the dictates of the word of God, while he does not interfere with
the religious liberty of individuals, and has respect to their conscientious convictions

V. Or Cuurc GovERNMENT.— That the system of polity exhibited in the ¢ West-
minster Form of Government,” in so far as it lays down the principles of a plurality
of Elders for each congregation ; the official equality of Presbyters who minister in
word and doctrine without any officers in the Church superior in said Presbyters ;
and the unity of the Church in a due subordination of a smaller part to a larger and
of a larger to the whole, in the government of this Chnrch, and is in the general
features of it, herein set forth, believed by this Church to be founded on and agreeable
to the word of God.

V1. Or WorsHip,.—* That the ordinances of worship shall be administered in this
Church, as they have heretofore been by the respective bodies of which it is com-
posed, in a general accordance with the directions contained in the Westminster
Directory of Worship.”

Such is the statement of principles and articles which the Commitees drew up, and
which they agreed to submit to their respective Synods as a basis of Union,

There are two notes in relation to Article IV., which were presented by the Com-
mittee of the United Presbyterian Church, and which at their request were inserted in
the minutes of the procedure of the joint Committee, It is to be understood, however,
that these notes form no part of the proposed basis. They were submitted not as
additions to the foregoing articles, but with the two-fold view of endeavouring to
remove misapprehensions as to the position which had heretofore been assumed by
the United Presbyterian Church on the subject of Christ’s Headship over the nations ;
and next, to protect the Committee of that Charch from any charge of having
exceeeded their instructions. The following are the notes on the article referred to:

1. “ That the first part of it (Article IV.) having relation to Christ’s Headship over
the Nations, has always been one of the things most surely believed and most firmly
maintained by the United Presbyterian Church, while at the same time, she has con-
stantly and carefully guarded against the practical inference drawn from it by some,
that Christ as King of Nations delegates His power to earthly kings that they are
in any sense his vicegerents, or that magisterial interference in matters purely of a
religious nature is a medium through which Christ exercises the authority with
which as King of Nations He is invested.

2. “That the second part of this article having reference to the duty of the Civil
Magistrate, is to be understood as simply expressing what the Committee of the United
Presbyterian Church believe to be the general sentiments held by that Church on the
subject, for no declaration of sentiment regarding it has been required by her as a
term of communion, and their instructions forbid their acknowledging it now in that
character.” All of which is respectfully submitted,

RoBeErRT URE,
Convener.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF RELIGION.

Your Committee have no special information to communicate to the Synod relative
to the state of Religion in the Charch, so that the Report may be regarded
merely as a means of calling the Synod’s attention to the subject, rather than as a
channel of information. There were embodied in last year’s Report the substance of
answers, from corresponding members, to certain queries on points connected with
the state of religion—-such as the prominence given to religious exercises at the
ordioary meetiog of Presbyteries—the holding of special conferences, or meeting for
prayer by Presbyteries in'regard to the state of religion—the extent to which the
holding of presbyterial visitations and Missionary meetings is practiced—the amount
of attention given to the instruction of the young—the manner in which the duties
of the eldership are generally performed, &c. ; on which points, the information then
presented, showed that all the ordinary meetings of Presbyteries were opened with a
season of devotional excrcises, and in the case of two Presbyteries, sermon was
preached at their ordinary meetings —that special conference on the state of religion
had been held by your Presbyteries, and a special prayer meeting relative to the
subject by one Presbytery—tbat periodical visitation to the congregations within the
bounds was made by one Presbytery, and annual Missionary meetings beld by all
the Presbyteries of the Clurch except one——that a considerable amount of attention
was given to the instruction of the young--by Sabbath schools. Bible classes, and
annual season of catechising, but, that the visiting of families by the Elders, and thi
practice of parental catechising were much neglected.

The Committee did not this year think it necessary to repeat the queries, but have
simply endeavoured to ascertain how far the recommendation of the Synod of last
year have been acted on—and here they have to Report, that, two additional Presby-
teries, viz., those of Ottawa and London, have adopted the practice of making period-
jeal visitations to the congregations within their care. The correspondent from the
Presbytery of Ottawa says, that, about the half of the congregation within the
bounds have been so visited during the past year, and that the remainder, it is
intended, will be visited during the current year. Respecting the nature of the visi-
tation, he remarks that, the Presbytery not only ascertain the state of the congrega-
tion in respect to temporalities, but makes diligent enquiry into the state of religion.
In the Presbytery of London eighteen congregations have been visited during the
year, and the corresponding member states in relation to this work, that the result
on the whole has been satisfactory, and that in some instances decided good has
accrued. The practice also of having sermons preached in connection with the
ordinary meetings of Presbytery has been adopted by two additional Presby teries,
viz., those of Toronto and Montreal, making now four Preshyteries in all, in which
the custom is observed.

The important practice of catechising the young seems L0 be receiving increased
attention. From one Presbytery it is stated that---* Ministers invariably attended to
catechising, not only in Sabbath school and in Bible class, but also while visiting fami-
lies”” And from another Presbytery the writer says: * It is believed that at any
rate, attention is being more than ‘previously dirccted to the subject of general
catechising.”

In regard to the evidence of saving froil arising from the means of grace, there
dces not appear to be anything special. There have been indications during the past
year that the Lord is accompanying His Word and ordinances with His blessing.
Several congregations have received larger additions than usaal to the number of
communicants, and a great proportion of these additions in some instances, have been
from among the young, atiended with circumstances which evince the work of the
Spirit of God in their hearts. But there is reason to fear that the spiritual life of
the Church in general is low, and such as call for humility, and ecarncst prayer to
God for a time of refreshing from His presence. And this matter ougbt the more to
attract attention, from the circumstance, that both in the neighbouring Republic, and
in Britain, the Lord has been, and is, giving special efficacy to the word of His
grace. A serious concern for the future welfare of our Canadian Church ought to be
awakened, should we be altogether past by at guch a time.

The Committee would also take the liberty of recalling to the mind of the Synod,
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the sad indications that appear in the social condition of our country, of an.advanc-
ing immorality. The many instances of recklessness and dishonesty in business
transactions—the serious accidents that are ever occurring from the prevalence of
drunkenness-—-the boldness with which profanity is practised--and the many cases of
murder that have lately taken place---seem to prove a want of vitality in the Christian
Church, and a failure on her part to approve herself as the light of the world and the
salt of the earth.

And as the government and training observed in the family, have a special influ-
ence in forming the character of society, as well as in maintaining true religion in
the Church, your Committee would conclude by recommending, that a pastoral letter,
bearing specially on the subject of family religion, be prepared by the Synod, and
besides being published in the Record, be read from the pulpits of the Church.

Jonw ScorrT,
Convener.

REPORT OF HOME MISSION COMMITTEE, 1858-9.

In presenting their Annual Report the Home Mission Committee would express
their gratitude to God that, notwithsanding the difficulties which have pressed daring
the past year, with peculiar weight, on young and unconsolidated Mission Stations, the
work has nevertheless been extending. Fewer demands for Missionaries have been made
than in some former years; but the Committee believe that the gradual development
of the Home Mission work has not been seriously retarded, and they are of opinion
that the past and present difficulties have had, and will have the effect of leading the
Presbyteries and the Stations themselves to the employment of more systematic
means in carrying on their operations.

The following is a statement of the laborers employed in Home Mission operations
throughout the bounds of the different Presbyteries. At the meeting of the Commit.
tee in the beginning of October, the following distribution was made, viz: To the
Presbytery of London, 4 ; Hamilton, 4 ; Toronto, 4 ; Cobourg, 1; Kingston, 2 ;
Brockville, 1 ; Ottawa, 2 ; Montreal, 4.

And at the meeting in the beginning of April, the following cistribution was made,
viz : To London, 7 ; Hamilton, 5; Toronto, 10 ; Cobourg, 1; Kingston, 2 ; Brock-
ville, 2 ; Ottawa, 3; Montreal, 7. Of these, 14 were probationers and 23 students.

During the year, the following settlements have taken place, viz :

Presbytery of London—

Hamilton—Four, viz: Rev. J. Murray, at Grimshy ; Rev. A. Grant, at Owen'’s
Soundj; Rev. J. Cameron, at Derby and Sullivan ; and Rev. W. Park, at Durham.

Toronto—One, viz : Rev. James Stewart, at Oro—not including the settlement of
Rev. A. Topp, of Knox's Church, Toronto. ;

Cobourg—0.

Kingston--One, viz : the Rev. Robert C. Swinton, at Picton.

Brockville—0.

Ottawa—Four, viz: Rev. J. Whyte, at Osgoode : Rev. W. McKenzie, at Ramsay ;
Iﬁ:ﬂ' J. McKinnon, at Beckwith, and Goulburn ; and Rev. S. C. Fraser, at White

e.

Montreal--Three, viz : Rev. John Milloy, at Lingwick ; Rev. Adam F. McQueen, at
Kenyon ; and Rev. John McKay, at Richmond.

We proceed next to give a general statement of the vacancies and Mission stations
in the several Presbyteries :—

LoxNpoN.—Within the bounds of this Presbytery there are at present four vacant
congregations. These are Amherstburg, Knox Church Woodstock, Port Stanley, and
Saugeen. The first named has been vacant since the translation of Mr. McLaren to
Boston, the second since Mr. Ball’s resignation and acceptance of the Agency of the

4
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Upper Canada Bible Society, the third and fourth have been lately rendered vecant -

by the respective resignations of Messrs. Doak, and McNaughton.

In this Presbytery there are in all 20 Mission stations, of which eight come under
the designation of organized stations--understanding by an organized station not
only one where a congregation has been formed by the reception of members and the
administration of the Lord’s Supper, but where Elders have also been ordained for
the oversight of the members. These Stations are—

1. Chalmer’s Church, Dunwich. 5. Ashfield and Huron.
2. Yarmouth and Belmont. 6. Kincardine.
3. Blythe and Manchester. ‘ 7. Bruce.

4. Wawanosh and Kinloss. 8. Paisley and Dunblane.

Of the 12 that are regarded as unorganized, six of them have been formed into con-
gregations to the length of members being received, managers being appointed, and
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper being regularly dispensed (nce a year. These

are——
1. Vienna and Port Burwell.
9. Westminster and Frampton. 5. Culross and Carrick.
3. Elma, 6. Tara.
At the remaining six stations the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper has not yet been
dispensed, although at the most of them managers have been appointed, and a place
of worship, either erected or in process of being erected. These Stations are—

1. Maidstone and Mersea. ‘ 4. Downie.

2. Wallaceburgh. 5. Mornington Line.

3, Wardsville and Newbury. | 6. Port Elgin.

Of these 20 stations nine require service in the Gaelic language,~—some of the other
eleven have Gaelic-speaking people connected with them; but preaching in the Gaelic
is not essential.

Seven stations are self-sustaining. The rest are assisted from the Home Mission
Fund, and some of them are almost entirely sustained from it.

Hammrox.—Four vacant Congregations, viz., Guelph,—Wellesley,—Niagara,---
Owen Sound. Beside these there are six organized stations, viz., Durham,—Mount
Forrest,—Arthur,—Minto,---Wn.lsin gham, and Garafraxa. There are also seven
Mission stations requiring supply, but not yet organized, viz., East Durham,—Rocky
Sangeen,—Swanstown,—Gaelic Congregation at Mount Yorrest,—North Arthur,---
Maryboro’,—Crosshill, Wellesley. Of these stations two, viz., Minto and Walsing:
ham, bave been opened daring the past year. The stations generally are described
as being one half self-sustaining. The money crisis has affected both the funds of
the stations and the contributions of the settled Cengregations. Four Missionaries
are labouring at present within the bounds of this Presbytery.

ToroNT0.—Within the bounds of this Presbytery there are the following vacant
Congregations: 1. West Gwillimbury and Bradford. 2. Erin and Caledon West.
3. Markbam, Melville, and Brown’s Corners. 4. York Mills and Fisherville. Organ-
ized Stations : 1. York Town Line. 2. Cedar Grove, &c. 3. Flos and Medonte. 4,
Oollingwood Harbour. 5. Caledon East and Mono Mills. 6. Mono East, West and
Centre. 7. St. Vincent, &c. 8. Osprey. 9. Nottawasaga, &ec.

Besides the four vacant Congregations, four of the organized Mission stations reay
be considered as prepared to call Ministers.

The above S-venteen Congregations and Statione comprise Forty preaching places.

Besides those reported, there are seven or eight places wi ere services are held under
the direction of settled Ministers.

The Sabbath attendance at all the Stations is as nearly as can be ascertained 8,250.

The number of members in full communion do. 746.

The number of families 974.
The number of Elders 30.

4. Grey and Wallace.
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Nine Sabbath Schools are reported,—33 Teachers and 312 pupils.

Six stations report meetings on Sabbath when there is no preaching.

Nine stations report weekly prayer meetings held.

At thirteen stations Churches have been built.

There are several townships yet unexplored in which it is known that many
Presbyterians have settled, and are unprovided with ordinances.

The debt owing by the Home Mission has been reduced from about $800 to less

than $300.

CoBoura.—The Mission field of this Presbytery is very limited. The only stations
are Bethesda Church and Alnwick, which are now prepared to call and sustain a
Minister. There are two Missionaries at present employed.

Kingston.—In this Presbytery there is at present one vacant Congregation, viz.,
Trenton and Consecon, and one_group of Mission Stations in the neighbourhood of
Kingston, where it is hoped a Pastor may soon be settled. Two Missionaries are
employed at present by this Presbytery.

BrockviLLE.—In this Presbytery there are at present two Mission fields, viz.: 1.
Lyn and Yonge. 2. Mirrickville. Both of these places are likely soon to have
settled Pastors. There are two Missionaries at present employed.

Orrawa.—In this Presbytery there are two vacant Congregations, viz.: Cumber-
land and Renfrew. There are two or three stations requiring supply, but they are
not yet organized. It is hoped, now that a number of settlements have taken place
in vacant Congregations, that the Presbytery may be able to give more especial
attention to the outlying field. There are two Missionaries at present employed.

MoxnTrEAL.~In this Presbytery there are five vacant Congregations: Martintown
and Williamstown ; Winchester and Bates’ Corner ; Laguerre; Osnabruck ; and
Williamsburgh ; besides Cote-street Church, Montreal. There are three Mission
stations organized, viz., Valleyfield, Farnham Centre, and Alexandria. There is also
another station not yet organized, but requiring and now enjoying Missionary labour,
viz., Kennebec. There are at present seven Missionaries employed in this field.

The supply of Missionaries has mainly, indeed we may almost say exclusively, been
from our own seminary. During the year we have received one only from Scotland,
and none fron Ireland.

But although we have not received any Missionaries from Ireland, we have to state
to the Synod that the Church there has lately placed at our disposal the sum of one
hundred pounds per annum, for three years, for the 8 cial benefit of Stations which
have never enjoyed a stated Ministry. The first year's allowance has been received.
This grant was made on the special recommendation of the Rev. W. McClure, and the
Rev. Prof. Gibson, the respected Deputies who visited our Church during the past
summer. The Committee cannot advert to this deputation without expressing
strongly their high sense of gratitude to the Church in Ireland for their kindness in
sending a Deputation to visit us, and also the great pleasure which they had in- all
their intercourse with the highly esteemed brethren who were selected for this espe-
cial service. Their only regret is that the time of the Deputies did not admit of their
making a longer stay, and visiting more of the Congregations throughout the bounds.
It will be for the Synod to determine the special manner in which this grant referred
to is to be employed. The Committee would also suggest to the Synod the desirable-
ness of making some apflicution of the balance in hand for Home Mission work of
the amount given by Alex. Gillespie, Esquire, and the sum bequeathed by the late
Mrs, Fergusson, of Woodhill, as reported to the Synod at a former meeting.

A Special Report will be pregented by Mr. King, with reference to the Buxton
Mission. Conjoined as this Mission is with the Synod Fund, in the matter of an
annual collection, it is found that there is some difficulty in obtaining the necessary
funds. For this object the Church in Ireland have specially ap})ropriated fifty pounds,
which sum will be available for meeting part of the charges of the present year.

e ————————————
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Rip Rever~It” will be borne in mind that at the late meeting of the Synod, Mr-
McTavish was appointed to proceed to Red River to visit and encourage Mr. Black
and bis flock, who bave been for many years earnestly pleading for a visit from a
Miuister of experience and weight. Circumstances prevented Mr. McTavish from
proceeding to Red River last year, in accordance with his appointment. But at the
recent meeting of the Home Mission Committee, in April, it was again agreed to
request Mr. McTavich to proceed to Red River, to strengthen the hands of Mr. Black,
and to make inquiries as to the practicability of a Mission to the aborigines. The
Committee again ack the sanction of Synod to this appointment, believing that in the
present circumstances of the North West, and in view of the increasing intercourse
between Canada and the Red River settlement, such a Mission would be productive
of great good. As Mr. Black is most desivous, both on account of the health of Mrs.
Black and other considerations, to visit Canada and the United States, where his
friends reside, it would be most desirable that a young man could accompany Mr.
MeTavish and remain until the opening of navigation next Spring.

Your Committee would, in conclusion, again place before the minds of the Synod
the great truth, that the special work which the Church in this land appears called
upon to prosecute is the work of Home Missions. May the Great Head of the
Church, by the special out-pouring of His Spirit greatly increase our zeal. May He
raise up many faithful and devoted labourers, and grant that through the means and
agencies employed by us many nay be added to the Church of such as shall be saved.

WiLLiaM REmD,
Convener.

REPORT OF BUXTON MISSION.

In presenting the ninth Annual Report of the Buxton Mission, the Committce feel
deeply grateful to the great head of the Church for the measure of success vouch-
gafed to it during the past year. Although there have been some difficulties of a
peculiar nature to contend with, still the progress has been onward. The failure of
the crops for two years in succession has pressed hard on the settlers, The first year
was not o much’ felt, but last year the straggle for food has been such that very
little of their scanty earnings could go for clothing. The Committee, on visiting the
different parts of the settlement, met with a number of families, where neither parents
nor children were able to atiend either the Church or school, for want of proper
clothing. Still the people were neither disheartened nor discouraged, but were Jook-
ing forward to the future with the hope that the coming harvest, which there had the
prospect of being good, would release them from their difficulties.

The number of families in the settlement and living near it, amount to between
two and three hundred. Of these, thirty-two belong to the Presbyterian Church ; of
the rest about sixty families belong to the Methodists and Baptists, who have estab-
lished separate churches : the remainder belong to no communion, but occasionally
go to the Mission Church. The attendance on Sabbath varies from 120 to 200,
according to the wealber and state of the roads,—some having to come from six to

geven miles on had roads. The number of communicants is sixty. These bave .

nearly all been gathered in since the Missicn was established. Three years ago the
first convert from among the youths trained in the Mission school was received into
the Church ; at every communicn season since a few more have been added. The
number of such at present is twelve. Since the last Report the Lord’s Supper has
been dispensed twice, and on each occasion six members were added to the Church,
four of these were received on certificate and eight by examination. The Church is
regularly organized, with a full staff of office-bearers, four Elders and four Deacons.
The settlement has been divided into Districts, and an Elder and a Deacon appointed
to each District. They have visited regularly all the families in their respective

.
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Districts during the past year, and have been well received. The Sabbath s¢hool’in
connection with these churches is in successful operation, Mr. Thompson, the teacher
in the day school being Superiatendent. The number of pupils on the Roll, ie' 80,
and the average attendauce 60. A number of children who might be at the Sabbath
school were unable to attend, especially during the winter, for want of proper cloth-
ing ; some of them live at such a distance from the school that they ecarcely ever
attend, unless in good weather. To accommodate those who live at a distance,
another Sabbath school was opened two years ago, in the north part of the settle-
ment ; it is attended by 25 pupils, and is open six months in the year.

To encourage a Missionary spirit, the children in the Sabbath echool have formed
a Missionary Society, take up a collection in the school every Sabbath, and sead
their annual contributions, which amounted, last year, to ten dollars, to the Calabar
Mission on the coast of Africa.

The Committee spent a portion of the time in examining the day school, and were
highly pleased with the mode of teaching and the proficiency of the scholars. The
number enrolled is 90, the average attendance 60, The branches taught are Reading,
Writing, Arithmetic, English Grammar, and Geography, besides Classics and Mathe-
matics, All the pupils read every morning and evening, a portion of the Scriptures,
on which the teacher examines them as a religious exercise. The Shorter Catechism
is taught in connection with the Bible, and most of the pupils who have been a length
of time at the school can repeat the Catechism ; all have received religious instruc-
tion. The Committee on examining the pupils on the Scriptures, found that they
had acquired considerable Scriptural knowledge, and gave answers readily and cor-
rectly to the questions put. The Committee also examined the pupils in English
Grammar, Geography, and Latin, in all these branches they appeared to have been
thoroughly taught. Some of the pupils studying Classics and Mathematics intend to
enter College as soon as they can be prepared, but unless a Bursary Fund can be
obtained to support them while there, they will not be able to enter, as nearly all of
them are without means. One friend in Scotland, contributed last year, ten pounds,
towards the formation of fund for the purpose of supporting students at the College,
who intend to prosecute their studies with a view to the Ministry ; another, in
Canada, has given five pounds for the same purpose. It is to be hoped that by
another year a fund will be obtained by the liberality of friends, sufficiently large to
support, at least, one student at College.

It should be mentioned that a grant of fifty pounds, sterling, has been made by the
Mission Board of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, for the general purposes of the
Mission.

All the people in the settlement have to struggle hard for their support, and the
payment of their lands, and can afford to pay but little for the support of the Gos-
pel, and the education of their children ; still they endeavour to do something ; when
their lands are all paid for, which will be in the course of three or four years, they
will, in a great measure be self-supporting, till then the Mission must depend almost
entirely on the Synod for support. But as many warm friends of the Mission in
Ireland, Scotland, and the United States, have expressed their willingness to aid the
Mission, and already have given substantial tokens of the interest which they take in
it, the Committee would recommend the ;Synod to send an Agent to Great Britain
and Ireland during the present summer, to raise funds to aid in carrying on the Mis-
gion. A collection is taken up every Sabbath in the congregation, they also contri-
bute to all the schemes of the Church ; although the contributions are small, still the
habit of giving systematically is being formed, and it is hoped that as the means
increases their liberality will increase. The total contributions during the last year
were eighty-four dollars.

The scholars attending the day school can pay but little towards the support of the
Teacher, they cap scarcely procure proper clothing and books. The Committee
appointed by the Synod two years a%o, to visit Buxton, recommended that the
Teacher should be allowed $300 annually from the Synod, and to depend on the fees
and Government grant for the balance of his salary, but no specific understanding
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had been come to with the Teacher, and as the fees and Government grant—only
amounted to eighty-seven dollars during the last year, one hundred and thirteen less
than the salary tgromi” in his first engagement, Mr. Thomson proposes to take for
last year, and this respectively, from the Synod, $400, and after the present year to
take $300 annually, as he expects in another year the fees will increase, 8o that the
grant from the Synod can be reduced, this proposal the Committee would recommend
the Synod to accept.

The buildings are all of a very temporary kind, and in winter are very far from
being comfortable. The Manse is a log cabin, erected by Mr. King at his own ex-
pense ; the church and school house are quite open in the sides and roof, the heavy
rains in summer, and the drifting snow in winter easily pass through them ; they are
not built on land belonging to the Synod. A park will be given to the Synod at any
time in the square at Buxton, for the erection of the necessary buildings.

It is absolutely necessary that permanent and substantial buildings be erected as
soon as possible for the use of the Mission. Dr. Burns, and the Rev. William King,
were appointed last year by the Synod as a Committtee to consider the best means
of obtaining funds for the erection of new buildings ia connection with the Migsion
at Buxton. They have corresponded with parties in Great Britain and the United
States, and have received from several quarters in Great Britain assurances that if an
Agent can be sent over during the present summer, assistance can be obtained for
the erection of buildings and carrying on the Missien efficiently.

The Committee would recommend the Synod to avail themselves of the liberal
offer, and send the Rev. William King to Ireland, Scotland, and England, for the pur-
pose of raising funds to be applied in the erection of permanent buildings and other
purposes connected with the efficient carrying on of the Mission. % &
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ABSTRACT OF ACCOUNTS OF VARIOUS SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH,
FOR THE YEAR 1858-9.—AS EXAMINED AND AUDITED.

ABSTRACT OF COLLEGE Accoust (ORDINARY Fuxp,) FoR FiNANCIAL YEAR 1858-9

Receipts.

1859. Dr.
May.  To amount from Presbytery of London.............. $ 767 08
“ “ ¢ Hamilboc. o cocososse 1291 49
. ¢ b TORONEO o600000cs0000 1378 87
i ¢ s Cobourg..ccocococssee 366 07
¢ ¢ ¢ Kingston ......ce000.. 369 49
-‘ “ L Brockville .......c000 153 37
“ i ¢ OUAWR ¢ ccoeeccssacns 244 02
" “ " Montreal....co...... 897 86
o H Sundry Donations........cceuvees 9 00
IR s .'v v 06 615400800768 ¢ 00 4B 80450 S M NRIR$ DN D004 1569 72

$7046 66

Disbursements. Cr.
Balance due 1ast JEar ..covvciereirieaiianinee  tiieeenes . $1754 13
May. By amount paid Professors on Account of Salary...... 4585 10
b ¢ Mr. Willing, Fuel, Light and Attend’ce 200 00
b «  Mr. Thompson for Tuition'........... 40 00

4 “«  Proportion of General A%’nt’s Salary. 250 00
# “ Office Rent, Taxes, Fuel, Postage, Inci-
dental Expenses, Stationery, &c... . 80 00

1€
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“ “ Sundry Accounts. Insurance on Libra-
ry, Printing, Advertising, and Re-
PAITS cevene. v ivmrncnsirireronns 8T 438 -
“ “ As Interest Credited to Widows’ Fund. 50 00
$7046 66
Balance DOW dUe .. ueee.vcosseosnsesosnsasssssssosssansssss $1569 72
The above statement does not include the sum of $2000, being logacy of late J.
Gibb, Esq.
ABSTRACT OF AcCOUNT COLLEGE BUILDING FUND FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 1858-9.
Dr.
To amount from Presbytery of London ........coveuvieivnees $118 25
s “ “ Hamilton ..... SR Eals ol eS o 50 0
o “ “ Toronto...... PRy e O 14 00
“ “ “ CODOULE cosococosccrsossacesss 20 00
“ " “ Kingston .e.oveeececcnscsscnss 27 00
“ “ “ Brockville...... T Daieer o 36 05
“ ¢ “ G R 154 00
¢ “ ¢ MODLIORL oaeovscsssinoossarvane 1 RNCRN
Balance due at Aate. . .ocosssccennse”  *  aswees 721 60 1187 90
$1187 90
Disbursemends. Cr.
By amount paid for work done on roof of College Building...... $190 26
o - «  Sundry small Accounts, Fence and Glazing. 17 38
i i Insurance on Building .......ecc0ivnent. 76 00
y 4 «  TInterest on Purchase Money still due....... (42 66
“  Balance at heginning of the year ...........ccevvvieenes 261 60
$1187 90

The amount unpaid on original purchase money is £2678—$10612, this
January, 1862.

STATEMENT OF BUrsARY Fuxp ror Fivascian Year 1858-9.
Receipts.

Balance at the beginning of the year ...........cccevvniens B
To Cash per Mr. Spreull, from Miss Wright, Edinburgh.......cve00eecee.
« Mre. Ball’s Bible Class, Woodstock ........covvviveiiiiiinnnnnines
v Galt Female Ass0ciation ......ccoovvveneereoerrosarrcasssasaneenns
i Per Mrs. Esson, for H. Esson, Bursary ..........ccciivvannananncns
« Jsaac Buchanan, Esq, M.P. P....ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnncnens
b BAICAOBE. B0 oo 050l ri0ina o 00989 b0 KA S S NN s wibje LAASADEIRS S
Interest ......

...........................................

Disbuysements.
Bursaries awarded to Students after comparative trial, viz:
D. B, FIotohlr, s ooesiagtiedon s vt ses'ss $20 00
B TORVEE . i cnonsshosomddnpos viapesson 30 00
Js FOTRUNON oo 0000000 diwriovssseossecess 24 00
K. McDenald ....... TSRS gemvn 000 10 00
Joht MOTTINON . . . oo ooosrsnrossssssnsss 16 00

is due in

. $912 44

6 20
5 00
44 00
20 00
80 00
5 00
20 00

$1092 64

e i
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Bursaries given in special circumstances to assist Students.............. 155 50
Fees of Students attending Mr. Wickeon ........ccoiviieiiiiiiniiine. 65 00
Sundry sums advanced to Students. . .. ....co.iciieiiiiii e 60 00
Balance in band...cco cccoiocinicncirotsiinrsnnens 722 14
$1092 64
ARSTRACT OF Buxtoxy Misston Axp Syyop Fonp Accouvnts, ror YEAR 1858-9.
Receipts. ;
1858. Dr
To amount from Presbytery of London ...............ocovnn. $239 35
e i g BROTIERON s vovinaivssnasnanion s 275 32
‘ s ; TOPODRO ¢« s s0 o0 s BN THED T A TR0 304 44
v e K CODOUER s o000 enisvivssssssoses 122 66
# As L JANGEION s o vovnivasiorosoosesas 84 26
i ’ i BrOBRVIILS oo s vods snnsoniasseis 58 30
o e KURWER. oo vi o cisussbsssseneee 83 87
4 . : MOBEPORL & oo oo oniinhh s vapmenivyes 233 60
— $1401 80
J. Thompson’s legacy, appropriated by Synod............ 1016 14
O N R T R 506 59
$2924 53
Contra. Cr.
By Buxton Mission, viz:
Rev. W. King, balance for former year .........c..oouveen $100 00
¢ “ on account of Salary .....ccecevvieiinsenes 544 15
Mr. George Thompson, Teacher, inall..............c.o0uts 521 00
$1165 15
Synodical Expenses, viz :
Sundry Expenses at Hamilton, 1858 ..........c.ooovinens 23 25
Printing Minutes, with Statistical Tables, &.............. 266 75
Sundry Accounts for Advertising.........ooovnieaiaiinn. 11 70
Proportion of Salary of General Agent ..........c........ 600 00
¢ Office’ Expenses, including Rent, Taxes, Fuel,
Postage, Stationery, & .............cooiieiiiiiiien 80 00
—_— $981 70
Balance due last year........oc00000n. 777 68
$2924 53
ABsTRACT OF Winows’ Fuxp Account For YEAR 1858-9.
Receipts.
To amount from Presbytery of London..........cooeu.oovvvees. S173 67
“ i ¢ BUERMARON s oo0i5ivi0 60 v 00 000 a0as s 185 79
¢ 4 4 Toronto.....ooo00vevevencanss 140 76
i 4 : KIODORIEE & asonpvossosseessnssos 70 81
“ “ 4 1T A R I T 56 27
gt i Brockville....coecviiiveiciiers 54 00
## ¢ e Ottawn ....cooo0tvieivveosnans 71 30
¢ “ Be Montréal ..coooesceivsovsvensae 243 26
$995 00
“  Regtes paid by Ministers. ,.......coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinen 760 50

-
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" Entepent seosived .. it vas Bl L TR B M N S he o 1 143108
¥ Principal falling dueand paid ..............oo0 i 378730
M Balance at the beginning of the year .............. ..c.oeiiins 2889 93

$6458 16
Disbursements.

By amount of rates repaid to Ministers ........ AT A Y ey e A T T, $342 78
o “  Annuities paid Widows of Ministers ................... ... 910 00
. 4 Purehane OFf DODONIDSE .o sssssssnssovcssonsseeisisos 2638 90

“  Proportion of Salary of General Agent .. ............00.nn 250 00

. i “ Office Expenses, Rent, Taxes, Fuel, Postage, Sta-
tionary, and incidental expenses........ 80 00
ke ¢ . BaInnee Tor IOVOBLIONL. . s vsvisss idatdsnobsnnasssasine sty 2236 48
$6458 16

PrESENT STATE oF FUND.
Amount invested in Mortgages .........cc.oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiian £2230 0 0
“ i SIBDIEIEINE ., .. 5 500008 oitit 458 Ak S0k 3 0k e AR RIS ARG 3594 14 0
BRIROOE 10 B - oo s o FesTons vasisssuntan abad s vanie 559 2 4
£6383 14 4
$25535 26
ABSTRACT OF AccovNT OoF Foreiey Missioy, 1858-9.
Receipts.

1858. Dr. Cr.

June 1. Balance on hand at date..........ovivniennnns $ 1931 33

1859.

June 1. Bill of Excbange £100 sterling, remitted to Rev.

Geo. Stevenson, and 10st. . .....coveeenn. 488 88
“ St. Gabriel Street Church, Montreal ............ 256 60
“ D T R R AR R e e cOnk S 15 45
o Amount from Rev. William Reid, $669 34, less
BIIDUBL B B, . i vssesssssmonbonossssh 666 00
Total amount . .c.ooeeoecosses $3157 26
RO R N O R RO, L s tiis s cniniohains ua basenissae st 462 53
Total for Foreign Mission purposes................co.e. $3619 79
(Signed,) Joux REDPATH,
Treasurer.

ABSTRACT OF ACCOUNT OF ECCLESIASTICAL AND MissioNARY RECORD, For YEAR 1858-9°

Receipts.
Subscriptions received for “ RECORD . . .c.cvvivinnreniiriiresencsans $1495 94
Amount received for advertisements .............ci vttt renninian 25 00
DI oo k0 saiin s biwoix tinind o n: s PRRIIAIK o vsids Wil § 0 BaARINIT 96 42

$1617 36
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Expenditure
Balance to beginning of year ............cccoieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiane, 54 00
To amount for Paper and Printing.........c..coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinn, $1168 24
¢ «  Distribution of “ RECORD ” in City.......co0tevnvvienien 15 00
4 Proportion of Salary of General Agent..........ooooviiuiinnnns 300 00
o “ Office Expenses, including Rent, Taxes, Fuel, Postages,
Writing done in office, & .............. ARG 80 00

$1617 36

We hereby certify that we have examined the Accounts of the various Schemes of
the Synod, compared Vouchers, and find the whole to be correct.
(Signed,) J. McMurRricH,

Toronto, 13th June, 1859. TuoMAs DALLAS.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATISTICS

Your Committee, in submitting this Report have to express regret that so far from
being prepared to carry out the resolution passed at last meeting of Synod, to pat
the Report in a printed form, into the hands of the members of Synod, at the com-
mencement of its sittings, they have even been unable to make it more complete than
it was last year. Almost the sole cause of this unfavourable result is the delay of
individual ministers and Presbyteries in forwarding their Reports. They have, how-
ever, pleasure in expressing for the second time their high satisfaction with the com-
plete, carefully prepared, and business-like return from the Presbytery of Kingston,
while at the same time the delay that occurred in transmitting the returns from all
the other Presbyteries has proved both harassing and vexatious to your Committee.

Last year, out of 131 settled charges, 107 Reports were received, and about 24
gave in no Report. This year, out of 137 settled charges, only 107 have given in
retarns, and 30 have failed, apart from 15 vacant charges, making a total of 45 (One
or two returns have since been given in.)

The following statement will show in what Presbyteries the defaulters are to be

found :—
Settled, Vacant.

Iy PresBYTERY oF MoNTREAL—-Kenyon, and English River. The
latter sent in no return last year, ........cccco0eanen o6 oo adiaiis 2 0

In PRESBYTERY oF OTTAwWA.—Ramsay, Dalhousie, Pembroke, Mac-

nab, and Horton. All these Congregations except Ramsay, were
defaulters last year,....... TSRS U T A TR I 4 0

No return having been sent by the Presbytery Clerk, it had to be
made up by the Committee.
In PRrESBYTERY oF BrockviLLe.—One. North Augusta, and Bur-
ritt’s Rapids, which are properly speaking Stasions, ............... 1 0
In PresBYTERY oF CosourG.—-Cobourg, Keene, and Westwood, .. 1
In PRESBYTERY OF ToroxT0.—Wesgt Oro, Weston, Union and Nor-
val, York Mills and Fisherville, Bradford and West Gwillimbury,

Markham, Collingwood, Caledon, St. Vincent, Flos and Medonte, and
Chinguacousy, 12 against 7 last year, ............oceinuennnanens 6

1 bl bd 23 N e e AN
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Iv PressyTery or Hammroy.—Paris, Wellesly, Guelph, Galt,
Wellington Square and Waterdown, Oveen Sound, (1st and 2nd Con-
%:zgatlons,) Niagara, Grimsby, and Sullivan,—10 against 6 last year.

e 3 first-named sent in no returns last year, .....covvoiiieneiees 6 4

Ix PRESBYTERY OF LONDON.--Amharstburgh, Clinton, Lobo and
Carradoc, Maudaumin and Enniskillen, Mitchell, Moore, North East-
hope, Plympton, Port Stanley, St. Mary’s, Saugeen, Wallaceton and
Currie Road, Thamesferd, and Blandford. The last-named transmitted
noreturn Jast JEAr, .......co0iciiiiaiiiiiaiiiitiiaie i traeaes 11 3

Total.ccococcovecnonniss, 30 15

From this statement, it is evidenf; that we are increasing in irregularity. And
while there has been an improvement: in the more easterly Preshyteries, in the three
westerly, great laxness has been infiroduced. Beginning with the Presbytery of
Toronto, there has been an increase of delinquents from 7 to 12 ; in that of Hamilton,
from 6 to 10 ; and in that of London, from 2 to 14 ; an increase of irregularity that
could scarcely have been expected from a young and energetic Presbytery.

While making every allowance for vacant and newly settled charges, your Com-
mittee feel bound to state that much irregularity raust prevail in this matter, and
unless greater attention be given by Ministers and Presbyteries to this subject, our
Statistics must become unworthy of c onfidence.

In the following table, a few of the chief items may be seen at a glance :—

|
|
|
|
|

.; ‘WERL

g2 g Q (:.: | o g |

3 g 6 go o | E » | o8

zZ |8 b= B5|8(F |2
PRESBYTERIES. |5 |© | . g & lﬁ% A2 |&

BBg | 5|12 |84°%G]% |2 |®]| 4

5|l w8 |38 -~ w2 Sl w | RS | & g

2l22|E|= |8 80|22\ 2 | g3 |2 | %

CRN: |88 8 |EB|2 [(E| Z

= Sl |8 3 |5 = | = = £

I R R N R
Montreal,........... ol 21| 87 152| 915| 4311512| 209| 7030 121
OUAWS, . onne.. ...l 11| 1441] 26| 114| 109] 180| 620| 105 3284 50
Brockville, ....... o8 sw| s2] 17| 185] 155) 425] 99| 2795 37
Kingston,........... ﬁ 71 92(] 33| 103 53| 134] 719 107 2675 38
Cobourg, ......... | n| 15| 56| 242 120] 174) 540| 184 1770 51

| ]
Torento,............ 94| 2365 85| 455| 178 6831122| 176| 6788 86
|

Hamilton, .......... ‘ 29| 3974| 283| 550| 620| 41312041) 408| 8355 107
R i s i vi i | 32| 2633| 172| 362| 04| 4021827) 396 7470 95

| —— —— . | r—

Total this Year,...|| 143 16485| 793|2149(2924 2572'8805\[774 40187 59.;)
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The réal increase in the number of Ministers is 6, but if we take into account the
number of resignations, the gross increase would be about 12. There were present at
Synod last year 99 ministers, and 61 elders ; this year there are 109 ministers and 58
elders, making a total of 167,—a fact which shows an increase of 10 ministers, but a
falling off in the attendance of elders. All the ministers in each of the Presbyteries
of Hamilton and Toronto, were present, except one. The actual increase in member-
ship, as based on the columns of admission is 2149, by deducting from which 793
cases of diminution, the real gain is 1356, though there is a difference of 800
between this and the number of members report ed last year. This is to be accounted
for by the defaulting congregations being differ:nt this year from those of last year.
The largest increase has been in the Presbyterie.s of Hamilton and Toronto.

It is distressing to notice an apparent decreasse in the numbers attending prayer-
meetings and Sabbath-Schools, being respectivoly, 2924, against 3832 last year, (a
diminished attendance of fully 900,) and 8806 :against 9128 of last year. We how-
ever find 2572 reported as attending Bible classes, against 1413 of last year.
Your Committee hope that the smaller attendance at the prayer-meetings does not
indicate a decay of vital piety; but the fact at least calls for faithful and fre-
quent heart-searching on the part of office-bearers and members. The column
recording Baptisms is intercsting as showing the number receiving that sacred ordi-
nance, and important by pointing out to Sessions the duty of keeping correct records
of such events. The column giving the number of elders is also of consequence,
by pointing out the numerous band of able ancl self-denying co-laborers, who are
gathered round our ministers. Your Committiee in connection with this would
suggest an additional column for visitation biy elders. The amount of average
attendance may seem large —it was obtained by adding together the numbers
attending forenoon, afternoon, and evening ; and as some congregations have only
one diet of worship, and others three, by dividing by 2, a correct approximation
may be obtained.

Your Committee regret very much that they are unable to present this table in a
perfect form ; but by adding one-sixth to each of the items to make up for the non-
reporting congregations, a pretty correct idea of our actual numbers may be obtained
and is now submitted. Ministers, 143 ; communicants, 20,000 ; gross increase, 2507,
Real deducting diminution by death, &e. 975, 1532 ; prayer-meetings, fully 3000 ;
Baptiems, upwards of 2000 ; Elders, nearly 700. Average attendance from 23 to
25,000. An examination of this table shows that the largest number of communicants
admitted during the year was in the Presbyteries of Hamilton, Toronto and London.
The column for prayer-meetings seems to denote, that the Presbytery of Montreal
enjoys the great privilege of embodying the largest proportion of vital piety, within
its bounds. Hamilton comes next, though at a ccmsiderable distance. The lowest in
number in this respect is Kinsgton. Itis well however to bear in mind that the weekly
lecture is in many congregations partly a prayer-meeting. But do not statistics read
to us in this respect a humbling lesson, and are they not calculated to stir us up to
pray without ceasing? Would to God that this wore the largest columnin the return.

The greatest number of Baptisms was adminis tered in the Presbyteries of Hamil-
ton and London. Montreal possesses the largest staff of elders, and along with Ham-
ilton and London, has the largest number of the young under instruction.

Your Committee in next submitting their financial table, are unable from the reason
previously given to lay a full statement hefore tho Synod ; and notwithstanding the
injunctions of last year, it will somewbat differ froin the return of the agent.
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The Hamilton Presbytery has again taken the lead as the largest contributor, but this
year it shows a considerable falling off, being only $27,545 49, against $34,237 last
year, though considerably above Toronto, the next in order of liherality ; and it is near-
ly equalled by Montreal. The congregations that have made the largest contributions
are Macnab Street Church, Hamilton, $6,171 93 ; Knox Church, Toronto, $5872, and
Knox Church, Hamilton, $4,803. There appears to be a comsiderable falling off in
the contributions of Coté Street Montreal, the highest contributor last year for ordi-
nary purposes The congregation actually contributiu%lthe largest amount is Peter
borough, viz., $9415 59, but though the congregation has been liberal, considering
its circumstances, a proportion of the above rum has been contributed by parties
unconnected with the congregation.

The following table will show the respective contributions of this and last year, for
the five Synodical Schemes, Stipend, and Presbytery’s Home Mission Fund :—

College. F.C.M. B.S, F.Mis. W.F, Stipend, P. H.M
1859.—5168 1129 1332 953 958 55,568 2568
1858.—3372 1090 1872 1305 830 56,640 1997

TN & a3 a ooy 4. n ik a0 0.0 1796 128 571
Deduct Building Fund, Decrease 332 39 540 352 1072
Actual increase.. :.......... $1464

It will be seen, that while there is a decrease in most of the schemes, two of the
most important show an encouraging increase,—the College, and Presbytery’s Home
Mission.

These, judging from their financial position, are justly regarded by our people as
the most important of all. It is gratifying to find an increase of more than $1400 in
the College Fund ; but it is well to bear in mind that this increase is chiefly due to
special efforts made by several congregations. The most liberal gontributor to this
all-important Institution is the Presbytery of Hamilton, though it is nearly approach-
ed by that of Toronto, being $1331 and $1294 respectively. In the Presbytery of Lon-
don, however, there appears a considerable falling off.” The congregation that has
ghown most liberality to this scheme, is Knox Church, Toronto, which gives $800.

The congregations that have not contributed to this important fund are the following
(Several of these have since remitted) :—

IN THE PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.—St. Sylvester, Richmond, Lachute,

R AR I e W R SRR R 4
IN THE PRESBYTERY OF LoNpoN.—Mornington, St. Thomas, Stratford. . . . 3
IN T™HE PRESBYTERY OF Hawmmron.—Berlin, Woolwich, Walpole, and

o e S e R TR IS OO RS B e S e i) 3
IN THE PRESBYTERY OoF Toronro.—Barrie, Innisfil, and Essa. .......... 1

In the Presbytery of Kingston, there are no defaulting Congre 8, and in the
Presbyteries of Brockville and Cobourg, all the Congregations i
have contributed to this scheme. This shows onlya deficiency of '15, as compared
with 18 last year, but if you add those that make no return, you have a total of 68
non-contributing Congregations, or fully one-third of our Church, and 14 more than
last year. Your Committee, however, hope that Presbyteries will act as they deem
most desirable with (Le defaulting Congregations within their bounds, and they would
also urge upon the Synod the necessity of the claims of the College being brought
more prominently before the Home Mission Stations, with the view of their aiding an
institution, in whose welfare they are so much interested. It would now seem that the
special effort made for the Building Fund having been concluded, the ordinary
Fund is gradually assuming larger proportions. It is pleasing to find the Home

»\_
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- Migsion Fund growing so rapidly, as it evinces an increasing interest in the Home

Mission work. In 1857, this fund only amounted to $662, and this year it has
reached $2528, having nearly quadrupled within three years.

There is a slight increase in the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, as well as in French
Canadian Mission ; but a decrease in the other two schemes.

Your Committee regret to notice a slight decrease of $1072 in the Stipend Fund,
but as the distinction between stipend paid and promised, was not made last year,
the probability is that there is an actual increase,

It is distressing to find upwards of $9000 due to Ministers out of the stipend pro-
mised to them —a sum that amounts to about one-sixth of their average income, This
is a state of matters which should be inquired into by Presbyteries. The Presbytery
of Kingston seems most deficient in this respect. The average stipend of each Min-
ister is $520 per annum. The average income in the Presbytery of Montreal is $636
against $842 last year. In Ottawa $718. In Brockville $570. (The last two
formed one Presbytery last year, with an average of $429.) In Kingston $665
against $376 last year. In Cobourg $424 against $402. In Toronto $701 against
$402. In Hamilton $654 against $596. In London $521 against $436 last year.
The Ministers of the Presbytery of Toronto have the highest average salary, and
those of Cobourg, the lowest. The largest stipends, ($2000,) are given by Knox
Church, Toronto, and Coté Street Church, Montreal. It would thus appear, that
notwithstanding the commercial depression, the average salaries are somewhat higher
than last year, except in the Presbytery of Montreal. On examining the returns sent,
it would seem that 25 Ministers have received less than $400 of stipend during the
past year. In Presbytery of Ottawa 1. In Presbytery of Toronto 1. In Presbytery
of Brockville 2. In Presbytery of London 6. In Presbytery of Montreal 5. In Preshy-
tery of Cobourg 4. In Presbytery of Hamilton 6. Only 16 were reported last year, but
this arises from the amount paid, as well as promised, being now entered. Consider-
ng the crisis through which the country is passing, the wonder is that moresuch cases
have not been reported. 15 ministers in Presbytery of Hamilton.,—13 in Presby-
tery of Montreal,—6 in Preshytery of Cobourg,—6 in Presbytery of Brockville,—5
in Presbytery of Ottawa,~-12 in Presbytery of London,—10 in Presbytery of Toronto,
and 2 in Presbytery of Kingston—in all 69, or about one half of the Ministers of our
Church have received less than $600. The average contribution of each individual
member is, for stipend, nearly $3.50, the same as last year, and for all other purposes
about $3.55, as against $8 last year. Or adopting the basis of families, $5 for
Stipend Fund, and about the same for general purposes have heen contributed by
cach family. The average contribution of each member to the College has been
about 30 cents, against 20 last year; and estimating the actual membership at
20,000, this amount, if universally contributed, would provide for all the ordinary
College expenses. There is an apparent decrease of contributions to the amount of
about $10,000, as compared with last year, which is to be accounted for by. the ex-
traordinary sums raised for building purposes by several Congregations, and which
in the case of two, amounted to nearly $24,000.

Apart from the Congregations neglecting to send returns, not a few have failed to
take up collections for the several schemes.

In the Presbytery of Ottawa, there have failed to contribute for the
French Canadian Mission, 4 ; Kingston 2 ; Toronto 2 ; Hamilton 3 ; Lon-
IR St it « et ws » e Sinlelin ngitio szt + 3+ s sarinamb e o T 12
For Buxton Synod Fund, Ottawa 2 ; Kingston 1 ; Toronto 2 ; Hamilton 2 :
London 2

.......................................................... 9
For Foreign Missions, Montreal 4 ; Ottawa 1 ; Brockville 1 ; Kingstor 4 ;

Cobourg 1 ; Toronto 6 ; Hamilton 5 SLODAOD S, .0 i vavieonnn v atbe i s 24
For Widows’ Fund 2, Ottawa 1 ; Cobourg 1 ; Toronto 3; Hamilton 5..,, 12
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64 MINUTES OF THE SYNOD AT TORONTO. [June,

This is considerably less than last year—yet if we take into account the defaulting
Congregations, probably one-fourth neglect the collections appointed by Synod.

The entire sum reported as contributed for religious purposes is $118,921. This
is considerably less than last year, which was $128,868. But adding one-sixth to
the gross amount for defaulting Congregations, the total would be about $138,000 ;
and if the amounts contributed to the British and Foreign, and Upper Canada Bible
Secieties, and to the funds of other denominations be taken into account, the actual
sum will not fall short of $150,000.

On our Churches and Manses lies a debt of upwards of $80,000, and taking their
v'alue at $450,000, one-sixth remains as a load of debt. Taking the average interest at
8ix per cent., the sum necessary to be raised to meet the interest, amounts to nearly
$5000 a year, or as much as would erect a handsome rural church.

Your Committee, in conclusion, are of opinion that under the present mode of
transmitting the returns, the irregularity bas become chronic. For several years the
same complaint has been made respecting the irregularity in forwarding the neces-
sary returns, and stringent resolutions have heen again and again passed by the
Synod, but apparently with little beneficial effect. Your Committee have, therefore,
concluded that some change of plan is needed, and recommend to the Synod the fol-
lowing scheme :

1. That the year of the five Synodical schemes run from the 1st of June to the 31st
of May, when the Agents’ books will be closed.

2. That the Agent’s books he so constructed. as to show at a glance the contribu-
tions to the aforesaid schemes from each Presbytery and Congregation, and that the
financial statement be made up from these books.

3. That during the meeting of Synod the Agent enter the various sums which are
then usually handed in by members of Synod, and make up, at the earliest period
possible, a supplementary statement, so as to furnish a complete view of the financial
condition of our Church.

4. That the year of the statistical return proper, run from the 1st January, to the
31st December, and only contain the bona fide facts and figures comprised within the
period specified—that returns be handed in to the Preshytery Clerks, on or before the
15th January each year, and be by them transmitted to the Convener of this Com-
mittee, not later than the 31st January.

5. That this return, fully completed, and accompanied by the usaal Report of your
Committee, and the financial statement of the five Synodical schemes, be put in a
printed form into the hands of the members of Synod, at the opening of its sederunt.

All which is respectfully submitted.

JouN GRay,
Acting Convener.
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ERRATA.

Page 40,—in list of Ordinations in Presbytery of Hamilton, for *

McMurray * read - Mr. John G. Murray.”

Same page and paragraph—for < 16th July ** read * 7th July.”
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T. MacPherson | 16 0\26] 3 9 300 100l0ce 3
Saugeen Vacant | | | |
Wallacetown and Currie Road A. McDiarmid . |
Woodstock, Chalmers’ Chureh D. MeDiarmid
Do.  Knox Do [Vacant
William: |L. MacPhers son
Zorra {D. MacKenzie
Thamesford Fraser
36. TFilbary ‘) Straith.
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540 25 | Sub. . 40
651 ! | Do 69




