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OFFICERS OF SYNOD, 1859-60.

i
Rsv. GEO. PAXTON YOUNG, Knox College, Moderator.
R~v. WILLIAM REID, A.M., Toronto, Clerk of Synod, and General Agent 

for the Schemes of the Church.
JOHN REDPATH, Esq., Montreal, Treasurer for Foreign Mission Fund.

CONVENERS OF COMMITTEES.

Horn: Mission Committee—Rev. R. Ure, Strcetsville.
Committee on State of Religion—Rev. J. Scott, London.
College Board—Rev. W. Gregg, Chairman.
Widows’ Fund—J. Osborne, Esq., Hamilton.
Agency Committee—J. McMurricii, Esq.
Ecclesiastical and Missionary Record—Rev. Dr. Burns 

Board of Publication, &c.—Rev. D. Inolib, Hamilton.
Committee on Foreign Missions—Rev. T. Lowrv, Whitby.

on Sabbath Observance—Rev. R. F. Burns, St. Catherines, and Rev. 
P. Gray, Kingston, Joint Conveners.

“ on Sabbath Schools—Rev. J. Gray, Orillia.
“ on Statistics—Rev. John.Gray, Orillia.
“ on Union with U. P. Church—Rev. R. Ure, Strcetsville.
“ <»n Fund for Aged and Infirm Ministers—Rev. W. Gregg, Toronto.
" on Registration of Births, Marriages, and Deaths—Rev. T. Lowrv, 

AVhitby.
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MEETING OF SYNOD.

i

FIRST SESSION.

At Toronto, and within Cooke's Clinch there, the fourteenth day of June, one 
thmvand eight hundred and lifiy-uine, the which day the Svnod of tin Pr. sbytvrian 
Church of Canada in it, ai l after serinm by the R:v. Tlumu War,Imp:. Mod­
erator for the past year, from 1. Cor. i.ehap. and 21st vers:, was cons iluted with 
prayer.

'I’hc Synod Roll was mad: up, and called ; and the names of members in attend­
ance were marked.

(7he name3 of Memhen in attendance are marked with an asteruk.)

I

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO. ' ,
COS GR30 ATIONS.EEDERS.

Prof, of Clin ch History. .Knox College. 
Prin. & Prof. Divinity.... “

MINISTERS.
*Ribert Burns, D.D..
•Michael Willis, D.D.
•James Harris..........
* Thomas Lowry........
♦Alex. Topp. Ad...
* A’m. R id A.M....
*A. T. Holmes..........
* I hos. Wightman.. .:
♦John McTavish............... *Jolm Campbell
•John vt cLachtnn..............‘James Lhvlsuy.................. Acton.
*Wm. Greg-r. A. M.......... •Joseph McAul.-y.............1 «Mikes Cli., 'loronto.
•Geor«e P?Y«'ung............Prof. Exege'ii al Theology Knox Collect*.
•James Nisbet....................«John B «r-lay...................Oakville & Dumias St.
•Ribcrt Ure......................* James McLure................. Streetsvilk
*John Gray.........................‘George Thompson.......... 0 illiannd Oro.
•Jos. Alexander, A.M... .’Donald Elder...................Union ami Norval.

‘Samuel McCntcheon.......King.
*Wm Clark. Jr................Scarboro*.
William Heron................ Ashburnund Utica.

♦Donald McLellan........... Red River.
John Tolfree....................Weston.

. .Milton and Boston Church. 

. .Brock and Reach.

. .Oro (Gaelic).

Whitby.
Knox’s Church, Toronto.

•Junes Brehner...
♦John McMurrich.
G'lrral Agent...
Nathaniel Hunter

•Jolm Alexander.............. Iiinir-fil. Barrie k Itssa.
Thnr.ih and Kldon.

Brampton,. &.C.

I * James Adams...
♦John Ijaing........
♦Thomas Sliarp...
John Black........

*D. B. Pearce.... 
♦.lames Mitchell.. 
*D miel Anderson 
♦James Stewart..

f ♦Andrew Barclay
i

WlLUAM GbEOO, Pï(S, Cltlk.
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4 [June,MINUTES OP THE SYNOD AT TORONTO.

1PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.
MINISTERS.

•Geo. Cheyne, A.M 
•M. Y. Stark........
•John Bayne, D.D............ *M. C. Lutz..
•George Smellie................ Manu* Boss, M.P.P.........Fergus.
•Alex. McLean, M.A....*Wm Mitchell 
•John Alexander 
"Duncan McRuar 
•James Black...

ELDERS.
•Andrew Lctham

CONGRÉGATIONS.
Saltfleet and Binbrook. 
Dund&s.
Galt.

Cumminsville and Nairn. 
Brantford.
Ayr.
Caledonia.
Nassagaweva.
Hamilton, Knox’s Church.

Do. McNabSt. Ch. 
Paris.
St. Catherines.
Blenheim.
East Puslinch.
Wei. Sq. & Waterdown. 
Elora.
Port Dover and Simcoo. 
Doon and New Hope. 
Dunnville.
Berlin.
West Puslinch.
Allansville.
Woolwich.
Walpole and Jarvis. 
Grimsby.
Sydenham 2nd Con. 
Sullivan and Derby. 
Durham.
Guelph.
Wellesley.
Owen Sound Chaim Ch. 
Niagara.

James Middi.bmiss, Pres. Clerk.

*Wm. Ewing..........
•Murdoch McRae.. 
•Alexander Mitchell. 

•Andrew J. McAuley... .’Archibald McPhail 
•Robert Irvine, D.D..
David Inglis..............

•Andrew Steven........
•Robert F. Burns..............* James Dougan..
•John Gillespie.................. * William Speirs..
*Alex. McLean.................................................
*Wm. Mftclndoe.............. James Forbes...
•James Middlemiss............‘William Gibbon.
*Wm. Craigie.................... Robert Lowry...
Thos. Isaac Hodgskin.....................................

•Robert Jamieson.............. ‘Salmon Minor..'.
‘A. Constable Geikie........ *G. Davidson....
•Andrew McLean.............Gillies McBean..
•John Irvine.......................Wm. Russell....
•George Cuthbertson........ William Mitchell
‘John McRobie................ ‘Henry Fleming..
•John G. Murray.............. J. D. Beamer
"Alexander Grant.....................................
•James Cameron.......................................
•Wm. Park.................................................
Vacant................

•John Cook.... 
*A. J. McKenzie

r

Do.
Do.
Do. •Peter Christie

jPRESBYTERY OF KINGSTON. *
♦ «

MINISTERS.
Henry Gordon.... 

* Andrew Wilson..
•Peter Gray..........
James Hume........
David Wishart... 

*Wm. McLaren... 
•Robert C. Swinton 
Vacant..................

elders. 
George Lindsay. 
James Gibson.. 

•Alex. McAlister 
Alex. Moore...

CONGREGATIONS.

1
*

Gananoque.
Kingston, Brock St. Ch.

do. Chalmer’s Church. 
Melrose & Roslin.
Madoc.
Belleville.
Picton.
Trenton and Consecon.

•X
I ■A

*

*Dr. Holden... 
*John L. Blaikie

. .

tA. MacAlistrr, Pres. Clerk.

L
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I 1859.] MINUTES OF THE SYNOD AT TORONTO. 5

i PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL. ■>
MINISTERS.

William McAlister...
*Wm. B. Clark..........
Thomas Henry..........

♦Daniel Gordon..........
B. F. Grcig (Deputy),

♦Alex. F. Kemp.........
Wm. Scott................
Ewan McLean............
Duncan Cameron.... 

* James McConcchy...
Hugh Campbell........

♦John Anderson..........
Robert McArthur....
John Milne................
' John Crombic............
Peter Currie..............
Alexander Allan........

♦John Milloy..............
Adam F. McQueen...

'John McKay..............
D. Black, (S. Supply) 
Vacant.........................

ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS.
. Metis.
.Quebec.
. Lachute.
Indian Lands, <fcc.

. Cote St., Montreal.

.St. Gab’l St., Montreal.
St. Sylvester.
Winslow.
Lochiel.
Leeds.

. Cornwall.
Lancaster.
St. Louis de Gonzague. 
English River 
Inverness.
Vauklcckbill.
St. Mustache.
Lingwick.
Kenyon.
Richmond.
Chatcauguay.
Mart intown and Williams* 

town.
Winchester, &c.
Calvin Church, Laugucrrc. 
Osnabrück and Williams- 

burgh.
Vallcyfield.
Farnham Centre. 
Alexandria.
Kennebec.

0. Richardson

,*J. Court 
*T. Dallas

D McCrimmon

R. Craig.. 
D. Cameron

W. Me Kell 
M. Hossack.

y,

/ A X

r
Do.
Do.
Do.

Stations
I)o.
Do.
Do.

Alexander F. Kemp, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF OTTAWA.
MINISTERS.

James Geggie.... 
♦Simon C- Fraser. 
♦Thomas Wardrope 
♦John Corbett.... 
♦John McKinnon.. 
* James B. Duncan. 
♦John L. Gourlay.. 
♦David Wardrope. 
Henry McMeckin. 

♦James Whyte.... 
Wm. McKenzie...,

elders.
Mr. Cuthbcrtson 
John Forrest...
Wm. Taylor....
Mr. Pritchard..
Robert Kennedy-----------Beckwith & Goolburn.

Perth.
Aylmer & Nepean. 
Bristol.
Pembroke.
Osgoode.
Ramsay.
Renfrew.
Cumberland & Lochab’r. 

John L. Gourlay, Pres. Clerk.

CONGREGATIONS.
Dalhousie.
McNab.
Ottawa.
Wakefield.

j
♦
i

Hugh Gourlay....
♦Adam Cook..........
Mr. Bell................
Mr. Rodney..........
Mr. Youll............
Andrew McKenzie 
John Lough..........

1

.1.
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[June,6 MINUTES OF THE SYNOD AT TORONTO.

\1
PBESBTIERY OF LONDON.

jttNPTERS.
James Findlay........
Donald McKvnzie.. 

•Duncan McMillan.. . 
•Thomas Mi Pherson.

Danii l Allan............
•Wm. Meldrum.........
♦William Graham.... 
Robert Wallace....

•John Fraser............
•Wm R. Sutherland.
•Any us McColl.........
LncUao McPhcisor.

•John Sentf..............
*Duvi I Walker..........
•William Troop........
•William King..........
•John It'iss................

Duncan McDimnid. 
‘Audit w Tulmic .... 
♦James Ferguson.... 
•John Gauld, A.M... 
•Wm T. mcMull'ii.. 
♦Alixand' r Young .. 
•John McMillan ....
•Jnhii Slraiih............
•William Forrest....
♦John Rennie............
•David Heat tie..........
James Blount..........
James W. Chesnut . 

•Arch. McDinimid., . 
•Alex. D. McDonald .

ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS.
Mitchell.
Zorru. 
Aldborough. 
Stratford.
North East hope. 
Harrington. 
Kgmondvillc.

♦John Munroe................. Ingvrsoll.
Joi n McKenzie..............Thamesl'ord.
Duncan Campbell

Donald Campbell 
Angus McKay..

Wm. McKenzie

.Ekfrid and Mosa. 

. • Imiliam. 
.Williams.
.Lon on.
Sarnia.

.Plympton.
. Buxton.

Donald Fiaser . 
♦William 1 lark.’ 
•David Gray........

Robert Vanvrankin
•Robert Carnnclian..........Uiucefield.

Robert MeDuliald Chalmers Cli., Woodstock. 
Blandford.
I ."bn and Carradoc.
M' 'ore.
Mornington.
St. Tin mas.
Fingal.
Tilbury.
Ridge unvn.
Bi avhville.
St. Mary's.
Biisanquct.
Mandawmin & Enniskillen.

Donald McMillan............ Wallacetown & Currie Rd.
Clinton.
Knox's Ch.. Woodstock. 
Belmont and Yarmouth

, rWilliam Colvin

•Wm. Wliealy........
Peter M< Gill........
Donald McCormick 

•Areliiba'd Young.. 
Duncan McKinluy. 
Alexander Gordon.

♦Andrew Smith 
John Stewart.

William Doaic, Pm. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF COBOURG.
MINISTERS.

James Douglass.
♦John M. Roger .
•John W. Smith .
•Wm. J. McKenzie.......... *Duv:d Haig
♦Francis Andrews.
♦John Smith........
•William Bluin ...
•James Bowie ....
Wm. 0. Windell .

"Peter Duncan........
•Thomas Alexander

ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS.
.H. Cavan & Millbrook.
. Petei born.
.Grafton & Yernnnvillc.
. Balt i moi e & Coldt-prings. 
.Keene and Westwood.
. Biiwmunvillc & Eunitkill'n. 
.Springville.
.Norwood and Warsaw. 
.Cartwright and Buliyduff.

, .Colborne and Brighton.
. Percy and Seymour.
. Cobourg.
James Bowie, Pres. Clerk.

Î•William Tally 
*Wm. Glover..

♦Alexander Wood.
♦John Smart........

Edward Sanderson 
*Alex. Fraser........

♦Walter Rutherford 
.•Andrew Runciman 
.‘Andrew Jeffrey... 1
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PRESBYTERY OF BROCKVILLE.

MINISTERS. ELDERS. VONGHKUATIONS.
Win. Smart..........................................................

* Robert Boyd. D.I)...........* Joseph Rt-itl...........
Wm. Lochead.................. Thomas Thompson.

♦James K. Smith, A.M.. James Breakenridge
* Andrew Melville...

Archibald Crawford
♦J. Charles Quin...
♦D. E. Montgomery.

. Preset tt.
Gloucester & N. Gower. 
Brockville.
Edwardsburgh.

. West Port.

. Kemptville.

. Mountain & S. Gower. 
Yonge and Lyn.
North Augusta, Mirrick- 

villc, & Bnrritt’s Rapids.
James K. Smith. Pres. Cle>k.

The Synod proceetlcd to elect a Moderator, when Mr. George 
Paxton Young, Professor of Exegetical Theology in Knox College 
was unanimously elected, and took the chair.

'I’he Synod appointed the following Committee on Bills and Over­
tures. namely :—The Moderator and Clerk of Synod, Messrs T. 
McPherson, Scott, J. Ross, I). Walker, W. King,Dr. Bayne, Dr. 
Irvine, Messrs. D. McRuar, M. Y. Stark. J. Middlemiss, R. K 
Bums, Dr. Burns, Dr. Willis, \<tssrs. W. Groeg. A. Topp, T. 
Lowry, J. Gray, J. Laing, T. Alexander, W. Blaiu, J. Smith, A. 
Wilson, W. McLaren, P. Gray, Dr. Boyd, Messrs. J. K. Smith 
T. Wardrope, J. L. Gourlay, J. B. Duncan, S. C. Fraser, A. F. 
Kemp, J. Crombie, J. Anderson. J. McConcchy, Ministers; and 
Messrs. W. Clark, A. Smi’h, D. McLellan, M. C. Lutz, J. McMur- 
rich, J. Barclay, A. Fraser, A. Macalister, Joseph Reid, Thomas 
Nieol, James Court, J. Hossack, T. Dallas, W. Elliot, Elders ; Mr. 
T. Wardrope, Convener, and Mr. A. F. Kemp, Clerk.

It was agreed that the Synod should meet daily at 10 o’clock, 
continuing in session until J ; resume business at C P. M., and con­
tinue until 10 P. M.

*Wm. Elliott.. 
Peter Ewing.. 

♦Walter Kerr.. 
Andrew Carson

V

Election of 
Moderator.

Comn ittee on 
Bille and 
Overtures., T

Daily Meetings.

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed that the. Re-ports of 
the College Committee, the Committee on Foreign Missions, Home 
Missions, and the Widows’ Fund, be printed and circulated twenty- 
four hours before the said Reports arc laid before the Syuod for dis­
cussion, and that a Committee be appointed to consider what may 
he doue in the matter this year ; the Committee to consist ol Messrs. 
McRuar, Geikie, Dr. Irvine, and Mr. McTavish, Ministers ; and 
Messrs. M. C. Lutz and James Ross, Elders.

Printing of 
Be porta.

Î
'I’he Synod granted leave to Presbyteries to meet in Toronto dtir- 

meet>ytMkl t0 >nterva!s of the sessions >>f Synod.
Leave for

It was agreed, that to-morrow the Committee on Bills and Over­
tures should meet at 10 A. M., and that the Synod should meet at 
half past 11, the first hour to be spent in devotional exercises.

The diet was closed with prayer.
-



/ ■!/ SECOND SESSION.
Wkdnkkdav, ir»/A June, U % o'clock, AM.

Tlic Synod ugain met, and was constituted with prayer, praise, 
* and the reading of the Word.

The first hour was spent in devotional exercises, which were con­
ducted by the Moderator, and Messrs. W. B. (’lark. W. J. McKen­
zie, and A. Topp.

I lie minutes of last diet were read and sustained.
The Committee on Bills and Overtures presented a Report. The 

same was received and sustained.

Devotional
Eierciiti

Thanks to late 
Moderator for 
sermon.

------——ovvvuuw,, it was unanimously and cordially
agreed, that the thank of the Synod be tendered to Mr. T. Ward- 
rope, Moderator for the past year, for the excellent and suitable 

preached by him at the opening of the Synod. The thanks 
Mod Syn0° werC according|y conveyed to Mr. Wardropc by the
sermon

Committees on
Presbytery
Records.

The Synod appointed the following Committees for examining 
Presbytery Records, viz °

For Presbytery of Hamilton—Messrs. A. F. Kemp, J. Scott, and 
W. Clark.

For Presbytery of Toronto—Messrs. G. Smellie, J. Crombie, and 
J. Court.

For Presbytery of Cobourg—Messrs. T. Lowry, D. McRuar. and 
M. McRae.

For Presbytery of Kingston—Messrs. W. B. Clark. J. McMillan, 
and J. McMnrrich.

For Presbytery of Brock ville—Messrs. A. Topp, J. W. Smith, 
and A. Smith.

For Presbytery of Ottawa—Messrs. A. Wilson. W. T. McMullen, 
and D. McLellan.

For Presbytery of Montreal—Messrs. .1. Gillespie, J. Ross, and 
A. McAlister.

For Presbytery of London—Messrs. J. Bowie. M. Y. Stark, and 
•T. Hossack.

Committee on 
Synod Record. The Synod also appointed Messrs. S. C. Fraser, J. Mitchell, J. 

Rennie, and Arch. Young, a Committee to examine the Synod 
Record.

Arrangement» 
for Sabbath 
Service».

The Synod appointed the following Committee to make arrange­
ments for the supply of the pulpits in Toronto on Sabbath, viz :— 
Messrs. Topp, Gregg, T. Wardropc, T. Wightman, and J. Mc- 
Murrich,—Mr. Topp, Convener.

The Synod appointed Messrs. S. C. Fraser, McLaren, R. F. 
Burns, and A. Young, a Committee to examine and classify the 
returns of Presbyteries to overtures sent down by last Synod.

On application duly made, the Synod granted leave to the Pres­
bytery or London, to take on trials for license the following Students

Committee to 
classify return* 
to overtures.

Student* to be 
taken on trials 
fo r license.

8 MINCIES OF THE SYNOD AT TORONTO. [June, 18:
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1859.] 9MINUTES OK THE SYOXD AT TORONTO.

of Divinity, viz —Messrs. George Dremuer, Alex. McKay, Alex. 
Fraser, William Mutheson. and James Greenfield.

On similar application, leave was granted to Presbyteries to take 
on trials for license, Messrs. \V. Millicnn, V. Cameron, James 
Robertson, Thomas Fenwick. George Craw, .fames Campbell. Peter 
McDiannid, John McEwen, Robert Leusk. A. Currie, and William 
1 iOchead.

Application having been made by the Presbytery of Montreal, for 
leave to take on trials for license, Mr. C.McKerracner, Student, who 
had attended three sessions in the New College, Edinburgh, besides 
six years in the University, but had not delivered two of the dis 
• ourses required in the Divinity Hall ; it was moved by Mr. McTa- 
vish, and seconded,—That the Synod refuse the application of the 
Presbytery of Montreal to take Mr. McKerrachcr on public proba­
tionary trials, till he has attended a session at Knox College, and 
has delivered the usual discourses. It was moved in amendment by 
Mr. Kemp, and seconded,—That in all the circumstances of the case, 
and without constituting a precedent, the Synod grant leave to the 
Presbytery of Montreal to take Mr. McKerrachcr on trials.

On a division, the amendment carried, and the Synod accordingly 
granted the leave applied for.

The diet was then closed with prayer. ■
'

THIRD SESSION.
Wednesday, 15th June, G o'clock, P.M.

The Synod again met, and was constituted with praise and prayer.
The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.
The Synod proceeded to take up appeal of the Kirk Scsssivii of Appeal»fs™ion 

St. Andrew’s Church, Sarnia, against a finding of the Presbytery of finduT'or^Vrel1
IvOndon. _ of I.oiolon

The papers in the ease having been read, the following motions 
were duly submitted.

1. It was moved by Mr. A. F. Kemp, seconded by Mr. G. Chcyne, Mr Kemp *
that the Synod proceed to hear parties in the case. motion.

2. It was moved by Mr. W. J. McKenzie, seconded by Mr. I). Mr. McKenne* 
Wardropc, - “ That a Committee of five members be appointed to motion
meet at Sarnia to cite and hear parties, and finally adjudicate in the 
case.”

3. It was moved by Mr. McLaren, seconded by Dr. Irvine,—“ That Mr McUren'* 
the case lie referred to a Select Committee, to mature a decision and motion, 
rejiort to the Synod at an early day.”

On a division Mr. Mclairen’s motion was carried, and in terms of Mr. McUron'» 
it the Synod appointed the following Committee, viz :—Mr. Topp, motion carried 
Convener, Dr. Bayne, Mr. W. B. Clark, Mr. Stark, and Dr. Boyd, Committee 
Ministers, and Messrs. McMurrich and Court, Elders, to mature a *Pl*,nted 
decision and report to the Synod at. an early day.

I
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MINUTES OF TIIE SYNOD AT TORONTO.10

The Synod tlion took up a memorial from several members of 
Synod with reference to the proposed celebration of the ter-centenary 
of the Reformation in Scotland, in the course of the year 18U0. 
Other documents on the same subject were also read. The Synod 
unanimously’ and cordially approved ol the object brought forward 
in the documents before the Synod, and referred the matter to a 
small Committee to report thereon at a iuturediet ; the Cornmitiee to 
consist ol Dr. Willis, Dr. Burns, Messrs. Cheyne, Scott, J. B. Duncan, 
J. Smith, and A. Young,—Dr. Willis, Convener.

Thereafter the Synod proceeded to hear memorials from various 
Tempt ranee Associations, and also a memorial from Mr. J. J. E. 
Linton, Stratford, on the subject of Temperance. After discussion, 
ihe following resolution, on motion of Mr. R.F. Burns, seconded by 
Mr. W. B. Clark, was unanimously adopted, viz :—

Ter-centemiry
l'tili'biaüo».

Tviupeieuce
memorials.

“ The Synod, without committing itself to any opinion respect­
ing the organizations from which the memorials emanate, hereby 
renew the testimony which for a succession ot years they have 
borne against tin- enormous oils of intemperance. Every year 
gives increasing force to their conviction that it is the chief 
cause of poverty and crime, disease and death, throughout our 
land; that it is the principal occasion of discipline throughout our 
church ; and that there exists no more formidable obstacle to the 
spread of the Gospel among us. Tim Synod rejoice in the passing by 
the Legislature of a Sabbath Liquor Law. The Synod bail with satis­
faction eve-y well designed and well directed effort to arrest the pro­
gress of intemperance, counsel the employment of moral suasion, and 
the exhibition of a consistent example, with this view, on the part of 
all office-bearer* and members of" our Church, and earnestly deplore the 
sanction given by the authorities ot the land to a traffic Iraught with 
effects so disastrous. The Synod further recommend to Presbyteries 
and Sessions io have special regard to ihe sources of intemperance 
within their respective bounds and to use every legitimate means for 
their removal ; and feeling oil many accounts it would be desirable to 
have a Standing Committee on this subject, they resolve to appoint the 
following Committee, viz : Mr. John Smith, Convener, Messrs, R. F. 
Burns, 1). Inglis, John Alexander, Gregg, and Nisbet, Ministers, and 
Messrs. Elder, Court, Young, Hassock, and MeLellan, Elders ”

X/

Mr. Kirkland to The Synod took up application from Presbytery of Toronto, for 
be received a» a leave to receive as a Probationer ol this Church, Mr. 1 nomas Ivirk- 
l'robattonur. Certificates and other documente having been read, the Synod

granted leave to the Presbytery ol loronto to receive Mr. Ivirklnud.

Mr, J. Straus to The Synod on application from the Presbytery of Montreal, 
be received as a ".rraiitc l leave to that Presbytery to receive Mr. Julius Straus as a 
Probationer. probationer of this Church.

In consequence o! the inability ol Mr. J. M. Roger to attend the 
Synod of the United Presbyterian Church, as appointed by last 
Synod, tin- Synod appointed Mr. W. B. Clark to attend the Synod 
of the United' Presbyterian Church now in session, with Mr. J. B. 
Duncan, formerly appointed.

In consequence of the absence of Mr. D. Inglis. the Convener cl" 
Committee on Colportage, the Synod appointed Mr.A.J. McKenzie 
to act as Convener pro tempore.

[

l-

*
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In order to allow time for the meeting of various Committees, the 
Synod agreed to meet to-morrow at 11 o’clock, A.M.

The diet was closed with prayer.

YUM

FOURTH SESSION.
Thursday, 16/A June, 11 o'clock, A.M.

The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer, praise and 
reading of the Word.

The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.
Mr T.M(Ther«on Mr. T. McPherson asked leave to enter his dissent from the action 
Sisrasr of synod in the matter of the appeal of the Kirk Session of Sarnia, 
or synod in ihe against finding of the Presbytery of London.
Sarnia case. On motion of Mr. J. Gillespie, seconded by Dr. Burns, it 

agreed :
was

“ That Mr. McPherson be allowed to record his dissent." This he 
did accordingly.

The Synod proceeded to take up an application from the Pres­
bytery ol London, for leave to receive as a minster of this Church, 
Mr John Stewart, formerly of Nova Scotia. The Synod granted 
leave to the Presbytery to receive Mr. Stewart.

On motion made and seconded, it was also agreed :
“That, inasmuch as the Presbytery of London had moderated in a 

call to Mr. Stewart from the congregation of Kincardine and Biuee, 
previously to the dissolution of the pastoral tie between him and his 
late congregation, the Presbytery be authorized to proceed with his 
induction, without requiring him to continue as a Probationer for 
year.”

Mr? J. Stewart 
to be receir. d as 
MmlEtr of this 
Church.

a

Dissent of Mr.F. Andrews, &c.i ^.*1C Synod then took up dissent and complaint of Mr. F. Andrews, 
referred to bom- against a finding of the Presbytery of Cobourg, and also a reference 
mute#. from the Presbytery of Cobourg in connexion with the same case.

The Synod appointed the following Committee to consider the 
case, and report to the Synod, viz :—Dr. Burns, Messrs. G. Smellie, 
W. Gregg, J. Scott, W. B. Clark, T. McPherson, J. McKinnon, T. 
Lowry, and Dr. Boyd, Ministers, and Messrs.McMurrich, McAlister, 
Ross, Hossack, and A. Mitchell, Elders.

mndeUo? ordain- ^ie Synod then took up an overture from the Presbytery of Hamil- 
ing Elder* and ton, on the subject of the mode of the ordination of elders and deacons. 
Deacons. The following motions were duly submitted :—

1. It was moved by Mr. Cheyne and seconded - “ That this Synod 
recognize the imposition of hands in the ordination of elders and 
deacons as in accordance with the practice of the apostles, and recom­
mend that the imposition of hands in future lie observed in their ordi­
nation,—but jn as far as the practice has fallen into diss uetude, that 
where there is a prejudice against it, the imposition of hands may be 
dispensed with, and the former practice followed.”

2. It was moved by Dr. Bums and duly seconded—“ That ihe Synod 
feeling satisfied with the mode hitherto followed in the ordination of

Motion by Mr. 
Ctiejrne.

Motion by Dr. 
Burns. i

*
■
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ciders and deacons, do not find it necessary to move in the matter, and
therefore decline to adopt the overture."’

■

3. It was moved by Mr. lvcmp and seconded—" That the Synod 
having considered the overture on the mode of ordaining ciders and 
deacons, and finding that there is diversity of opinion in the Church in 
regard to the imposition of hands in the ordination of elders and 
deacons, remit to Presbyteries, in terms of the Barrier Act, the question 
as to whether the practice of the Church should be changed in this 
respeot

4. It was moved by Dr. Bayne and seconded- - That the Synod hav­
ing considered the overture, agree to send it down to Presbyteries 
with instructions to consider the subject to which it relates, and the 
mode in which, on scriptural grounds, uniformity in the practice of 
ordaining deacons and elders should be enforced."

On a division being called for, the third and fourth motions were 
Or. Bayne's mo- put against each other, when the fourth carried. The second and 
tion carried. fourth were then put against each other, when the fourth carrier!.

The Original motion and the fourth were next put against each other, 
when the fourth carried ; and in terms of it the Synod agreed to 
send down the overture to Presbyteries, with instructions to consider 
the subject to which it relates, and the mode in which, on scriptural 
grounds, uniformity in the practice of ordaining deacons and ciders 
should be enforced.

The diet was then closed with prayer.

Motion by Mr. 
Kemp.

Motion by Dr. 
Bayne.

,

FIFTH SESSION.

Thursday, 16(A June, 6 o'clock, P.M.

The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer, praise, and 
the reading of the Word.

The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.
The Rev. W. Ormiston, Moderator of the Synod of tho United 

Presbyterian Church, being in the house, was invited to sit with the 
Synod.

The Synod called for the Report of the College Committee, which 
was given in by Mr. Gregg, Convener of the Committee, and read

It was agreed to receive the Report, and proceed to consider the 
different clauses of the Report seriatim.

Thereafter the following resolutions were severally adopted :—

1. “ With reference to the recommendation uncut the class of Sacred 
Rhetoric, it was resolved, that the Synod learn with satisfaction that 
additional attention bas been given to the instruction of the students of 
Theology in the department of elocution or pulpit delivery, and approve 
of the students being still invited to attend upon the weekly instruc­
tion given in so important a branch of learning.

2. “ With reference to Exegctical Theology it was resolved, that the 
students of the second Theological class, as well as of the first, tie 
enjoined to attend the lectures on Exegetical Theology.

Rev. W. Ormis- 
ton invited to sit 
with Synod.

Report of Col­
lege Committee 
Read.

ill

lli

Class of Sacred 
Rhetoric.

Class or Eiegetl- 
cal Theology.
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n«W Mr. SOU., Mr. MclS IrtDnL.o, Z,,’,Dr' Trrl"'' '»•
Court SIcMorrioh. and to, Eldor£-M,^; C™vZ' ”
Mr. Li„Trd«ô„W-aminit™ it WM moved bv

vus moved fo^mendment bv' Mr ~eCollege Committee be adopted.” It

Syn^ aSBa ôom2iLmt°nt,0n T'ied| and in^of it the
ofStmlento, ami report “ n^t«ïn!îfl,dfir gr"Crall>'tIlc lamination 
the Professors ofTnL Coll^ti* thcTCoDmmittec t0 consist of 
Stark, Mclndoo, McTavish Itntror °vri J' ferCOtt’ Tv Mephereon,
Smith, Orombie Kemn It ’r • ^ \^ .',son> Jumes Duncan, J. K.
"tt “;,r 5 H

Rumination of
Student*.

SIXTH SESSION.
Friday, 11 tk June, 11 o’clock, A.M. 
was constituted withThe Synod again met and 

and the reading of the Word.
Tbc minute, of last diet were read and sustain,,!, 

same wa.™t™i““d mstoinol*'"10verlures B»™ il] a Hcporl. The

prayer, praise

welcome toïsSfinThe SynTd'Mr^toW Tflr^r r°Cognize and 
plying Cote Street Church,*Montreal f k,nfauns- now ™p-

('ommi'ttœ0d then rcsUmcd consi<kration of the Re
port of the College

S5EEEtBE? ‘L‘-

attention to the literary attainmr.nt« Trjj° ?lve ,more particular to them, and when nec4ai?to send£m^ a^licatio"
may be trained under the care of the pSJhJ?3-tltu^ns1 where they 
pared to enter the College Classes and further ^ 1 aro Prc‘ 
eases pecun.ary assistance be provided by the Presbv^rS ifnS
sary
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I

nrCommittee of the United Presbyterian Church, who had come to 
communicate the decision of the Synod of that Church on the sub­
ject of the Basis of Union.

Coneideration of The Synod then resumed consideration of the Report of the College. 
resum*uRep0rt Committee.
Missionary La- With reference to the Missionary labours in which many of the 
te ire cf stud- Students are engaged within the bounds of the various Presbyteries,

it was agreed that the recommendation of the College Committee be 
approved, and that Presbyteries be instructed to be more stringent 
in securing to Students a reasonable time for the exclusive prosecu­
tion of their studies.

Financial p,.*i- The Synod proceeded to consider that part of the College Report 
lion of College, bearing on the finances of the College.

It was moved by Dr. Bayne, and seconded :
•• That a Committee lie appointed to investigate the State of the Col­

lege Funds, and to ascertain generally the amount of debt due ott the 
Synod in connexion with its various schemes,and to report to the Synod 
at its present sitting.”

The hour of adjournment having come, the diet 
prayer.

ii

I

I

fi

o

si

Dr. Baine'a mo­
tion. tl

l
ei
tt

closed withwas ei
C
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SEVENTH SESSION.
D

Friday, 17th June, 6 o'clock, P-M.
The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer and 

praise.
The minutes of the last diet were read and sustained.
With permission of Synod, Principal Willis read a letb-r from 

Mr. Hirschfeldcr with reference to his mode of teaching Heh-ew. 
The letter was ordered to be transmitted to the Committee appointed 
to consider the subject of imparting instruction in Hebrew to the 
Students of Knox College.

n , frfim Thereafter Mr. Ure introduced Mr. Skinner and Mr. Gibson, 
u*p' synod in- deputies appointed by the Synod of the United PresbyterianChurc 
tr-iduced, end to attend this meeting of Synod, their commission having been pr 
Address Synod. vjons1y read by the Clerk.

These brethren having addressed the Synod, the following motion 
was unanimously adopted, viz :—

ai
ai
r*
II
Ul
tl

Letter from Mr.
llirticbfelder
read.

fr
m
hi

D
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th■
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inire<«

Christian affec^n's^own'bythe^appointment of the deputies who have 

now addressed this court.
-The Synod would also reciprocate the sentiments of esteem and 

the expressions of sincere desire for the consummation of:tbe union 
towards which the two Churches have long and earnestly been stnv mg, 
and express a sincere hope that the Basis of Umona^'d upon bj lhe

of the Synods.”
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Messrs. Skinner and Gibson were, on motion made and seconded, 
invited to sit with the Synod.

Thereafter the Report of the Committee on Union with the United K(,p°rt »f Union 
Presbyterian Church was given in and read. Committee read

On motion made and seconded, it tvus agreed to receive the Report received.
Report.

there were also read various memorials from congregations in 
favour of Union.

There was also read the Basis of Union as adopted by the Synod 
of the United Presbyterian Church.

Various Memo­
rial* on Union 
read.
Basis of Union, 
as passed by the

It was agreed that the subject oi Union should be taken into con- subject of Union 
sidération at the evening diet of Monday. to tie farther con-

Mr. J. McTavish introduced Mr. J. McLeod, Commissioner from '•’f‘ninK 
th _ General Assembly (N. S.) of the Presbyterian Church in the Mr.iid.eodCum- 
U ited States. Mr. McLeod then addressed the Synod with refer- «ënèm'AN-cm- 
cnce to the principles, position, and operations of the Church with lj|y <-r Pro»'»?'*- 
which he is connected, and expressing the feelings of Christian regard tlmu sTx » t 
entertained by the Assembly represented I,y him towardsthis Wrodawd,and"’
Church. addresses Synod.

Thereafter the two following motions were submitted. 1. It was 
moved by Mr. McTavish, and seconded : Motion ly Mr. 

McTavish,
That the bynod express gratification at meeting with Mr McLeod, 

Deputy from the Presbyterian Church of the United Sta'es (N. S.,1 
d at nearing from him sentiments of fraternal regard to this Church, 

and a statement of the views and principles of the Church which he 
represents ; and further, that the Synod would express to Mr. McLeod 
their pleasure at hearing of the progress of Christ's Kingdom iu the 
United .States, and in the Foreign Mission field, through the agency of 
the 1 resby tenau Church, and desire him to convey to his Church the 
fraternal greetings of this Synod and their prayer that God would 
make them a blessing, not merely to the people of the United States, 
but to tne world.y

an

2. It was moved in amendment by Dr. Bayne, and seconded :

reciprocate the friendly feelings which have led to the appointment of 
the Deputy by the aforesaid Church, but before deciding as to the 
extent to which intercourse with the aforesaid Church can, consistently 

. M.Wrd t0 vital doctrines which they must ever hold sacred, be 
t stablishcd, appoint a Committee; to make full inquiry on the subject 
und to report to the Svnod at a futni* rlint ” ^ J ’
„ having ?lled’ a,,<1 the v?tea murkal, it was found nr. B«,„e>
that fifty-four voted ior the motion, and eighty for the amendment tion <v‘n'iM. 
winch was declared to be carried, and a Committee appointed.

1.he Synod called for the Report of the Committee on a fund for 
aged and infirm mmisUre. for Area And in-

firm Minister!.

mo*

The same was given in by Mr. Gregg, Convener.
On motion made and seconded, it was agreed that the Report be Retort rmtvea, 

received and the Committee reappointed. 1 ™iOimmntw

}

*
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The (Jommittcc was re-appointed as follows Messrs. W. Gregg, 
Convener, J. McTavish, T. Lowry, W. Reid, Ministers : and Merer*.’ 
Court, Ferrier. Stewart. McMurricli. Walker. Sherwood, and Mitch­
ell, Elders.

The Synod culle<l for the Report of the Committee appointed to 
to cnrroHwm.i correspond with the Irish Presbyterian Church with reference to 
with Irish Proa- the ordination of Missionaries sent to this Church. A verbal report 
unentOrdiMtion was givcn-in ani1 t,ic Committee was re-appointed as follows, viz:— 
or Missionaries. Messrs. Lowry, Gregg, and Reid,—Mr. Lowry, Convener.

• The hour of adjournment having come, the diet was closed with 
prayer.

I
EIGHTH SESSION.

Saturday, I8Z/1 June, 1859.
The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer, praise, and 

the reading of the Word.
I'he minutes of last sederunt were read and sustained.
The Committee on Bills and Overtures presented a Report which 

it was agreed to sustain.
Thereafter the Synod proceeded to take up the remaining portions 

of the Report of the College Committee.
_ In amendment to motion previously made by Dr. Bayne for a 

Committee to ascertain the state of the College Fund, it was moved 
in amendment by Mr. S. C. Fraser, and seconded by Mr. J. K. 
Smith :—

That the Synod deem such Committee unnecessary, as they have 
every confidence in the report of the auditors, and in respect to the 
legacy of the. late James Gibb, Esq., decree that in accordance with the 
recommendation of the College Committee, the same be included in 
the current income and expense account.”

On a division the motion of Dr. Bayne was carried, and the Synod 
appointed the following Committee, viz :—Messrs. Davidson, Mac- 
Alister, Lutz, Jeffrey, Hossack, Young, A. J. McKenzie, and A. 
Mitchell, with Rev. Dr. Bayne, Rev. A. F. Kemp, and Rev. S. C. 
Fraser,—Mr. Davidson, Convener.

Thereafter the Synod procaxled to consider the Report of the 
Home Mission Committee, so far as it related to the Red River Mis 
sion. The Report was given in and read by Mr. Reid.

After discussion it was, rn motion of Dr. Burns, seconded bv Mr. 
Clark :—

“ That the Synod have heard with great satisfaction the lîepovl 
regarding the lied River settlement, and approve of the proposal sul»- 
mitted therein : they remit to the Presbytery of Toronto to carry into 
effect the recommendation of the Report, provided it be done without 
inclining any expense to the Synod, and instruct the Presbytery, if 
they shall resolve to proceed in the matter, to adopt the proper steps 
for supplying Mr. McMavish's pulpit during his absence, and to take 
what steps they may deem necessary to send along with Mr. McTavish

I

Consideration of 
College Report, 
resumed.
Motion by Mr. 9. 
C. Fraser.

Dr. Bayne's mo­
tion carried.

Report of Red 
River Mission.

Report Approved 
of.

9
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a young minister, ordained if possible, to remain during the winter, 
and to supply Mr. Black’s place during his proposed visit to Canada.’’

The Synod adjourned to meet on Monday, at 11, a.m., and the 
diet was closed with prayer.

NINTH SESSION.
Monday, 20th June, 11 o'clock, A.M.

The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer, praise, 
and the reading of the Word.

The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.
The Committee on Bills and Overtures gave in Report with 

reference to the arrangement of business. The same was read and 
sustained.

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee on the appeal ReP°r*
London ^ Se8Si°n ofSarnia’ a?ainst a finding of the Presbytery ofg^*on 3‘rBU

The same was given in by Mr. Topp, Convener of the Committee.
The Report was to the effect that, the Committee had mei with all 

parties connected with the case, and that all cause of complaint 
between the two original parties had been now removed, and* that 
the Committee recommended that it would be for edification, that the 
minutes both of the Session and Presbytery in the case, should bo 
expunged from their respective records. The Synod sustained the 
Report, and resolved in terms thereof. The judgment of the Synod 
was intimated to the parties interested.

In connection with Knox College, the Synod appointed that the 
College of0ctober be aPPointed for special prayer in behalf of the

The Synod called for the Reports of Committees on Presbytery 
Records. J

The Committee appointed to examine the Records of the Presby­
tery of Brockville presented a Report to the effect that the Record R,epprt<L\Re<x>i 
was carefully and correctly kept, but calling attention to the case of BmvîiiV7 
Mr. John McMurray, formerly a minister of this Church.

The following motions were submitted :—
L “ It was moved by Mr. J. B. Duncan, and seconded,—That the Motion by Hr i 

Report of the Committee appointed to examine the Record of the Pres- ti. d 7 
bytery of Brockville tie adopted, with instruction to the Presbytery to 
declare Mr. John McMurray no longer a minister of this Church, after 
having ascertained the truth of his having sought connexion with 
another Church.”

2. “ It was moved in amendment by Mr. Gregg, and seconded,—That 
the Synod order the Records of the Presbytery of Brockville to be Amendment br 
attested as regularly kept, instructing the Presbytery to call Mr. Mr* 0rest* 
McMurray to account for the facts recorded.”

A division having been called for, the amendment carried, and 
was adopted as deliverance of Synod.

The Report of the Committee on the Synod Records was called 
for. The same was given in and sustained, and the Synod in terms

of Com.

imcao.

Amendment Car
tied.

2
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of the Report ordered the Records to be attested as eareftilly and 
correctly kept. J

Report of Com-
Complaint or Mr. consider the dissent and complaint of Mr. F. Andrews! ‘against 
f. Andrew», and finding of the Presbytery of Gobourg, and the reference from the 

Presbytery of Gobourg. The Report was given in by Dr. Burns, 
and read. The Report recommended that the Synod dismiss the 
complaint, and sustain the reference, and that the Synod should 
instruct the Presbytery of Gobourg to dissolve the tie between Mr. 
Andrews and the congregation.

reference of Pres­
bytery of Co- 
lion rg.

The following motions were then submitted :—
r’1 “ It was moved by Mr. W. B. Clark, and seconded,-That the Synod 
adopt the Report of the Committee, in so far as regaids the complaint 
and appeal, and the recommendation to Mr. Andrews to resign his 
charge, but that in the event of Mr. Andrews not complying with the 
recommendation, the Synod instruct the Presbytery to deal with Mr 
Andrews with reference to the charge against him. and, if they 
cause, proceed against him by libel.

“ R was moved in amendment by Dr. Burns, seconded by J. W. 
bmith, That the Report be received, and its recommendations adopt- 
ed, and a remit made to the Presbytery in terms thereof."

3-“It was moved elso in amendment by Dr. Willis, seconded by 
Mr. Gillespie,—That the Synod receive the Report, approve the dili­
gence of the Committee, adopt their recommendations on the subject of 
the appeal, sustain the reference and remit to the Presbytery of Go­
bourg, to expiscate the matters affecting the congregation of Otonabee. 
or the minister, and if satisfied that there is ground for proceeding by 
libel, that they [proceed in the case according to the laws of the 
Church.’’

On a division, the amendment by Dr. Burns and that by Dr. 
Willis, were put against each other, when that by Dr. Willis was 
carried. Thereafter, the motion of Mr. Clark, and the amendment 
of Dr. Willis, were put to the house, when Mr. Clark’s motion was 
carried, and the Synod adopted it as their deliverance.

On motion made and seconded, Mr. W. S. Ball, Agent of Bible 
Society, was invited to sit with the Synod.

Motion bv M r. 
Clark. '

see
Motion by l)r. 
Borna,

Motion by Dr. 
Willi*.

First Motion 
Carried.

Report of com- „ T1]e Committee appointed to investigate the state of the College 
uiittee on Col lege 1' und, presented a Report. The same was given in by Mr. George 
Finance*. Davidson, and read.

The following motion was unanimously adopted :—
“ The Synod receive the Report of the Finance Committee, and 

approve of their diligence ; express their highest approbation of the 
manner in which the accounts of the Church have been kept by Mr. 
Reid ; approve of the recommendation of the Report, and appoint a 
Committee to be called the Select Finance Committee, who shall be the 
advisers of the Agent in the management of the various funds passing 
through his hands, and without whose sanction no money shall be bor- 
rowed from any of the schemes of the Church for the temporary relief 
of another, and that not to a larger amount than $1200 : the Commit­
tee to consist of Messrs. Gregg, and Topp, Ministers, with Messrs. Me- 
Mnrrich, Blaikie, and C. S. Patterson,—Mr. Gregg, Convener. Remit 
also to this Committee to consider the best method of keeping the 
Accounts of the Church, and report to the next meeting of Synod.

IVl
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^|erea,'ter the Synod proceeded to hear the Report of the Buxton H.1,„„»,B«,tw, 

tel,T:PLe^,n ^Mr. King, ami read. On

othe?m,L£ti consideration of the

t0 Great Britain and Ireland.

Sna,L°fRratS0,,redSldKe ffréhï TC?rirhim t0 r=c,cive subscriptions for re 
the Mission : and remiUo £ PreZtcr^of^Vndon^n"»1 V8 k°‘ 
supply of the pulpit at Buxton during Mrf Kind’s abseie^ ^ Mep0,t

The diet was then closed with prayer.

TENTH SESSION.
. Moxd*v. 20//* June, 1859, « oYlock, P.M.

he bynod again met and was constituted with praver and p;Qise.
I he minutes of last diet were read and sustained.

On motion moved and seconded, Messrs. Doak and White ordained 
ministers of the Church, were invited to sit with the Synod

"'™ Pr"W'k'1 ,n "IP -f * m„. ÿriSSSf

fhe following motions were duly submitted ton^Kmmutir
IrllTr^ Mr* TopP’scconde<l by Mr. Wardrope:mmm

wniis:—88 m0ml ,n limf‘n,lmo,,t by Bayne, seconded by I)r.

Motiou bv Mr 
Tt'PP ’

Motiou Uv Dr. 
Bsyue.

»iSS^s=£S;

4W MINUTES OP THE SYNOD AT TORONTO. 19.

4

.
■■



reference to *Lc liasis of union adopted and submitted to 
tins Synod by the Synod of the United Presbyterian Church, the Synod 
rejoice to find that it embraces a distinct and explicit assertion of the 
great principle ot Christ’s Headship over the nations above referred to. 
hi et that in reference to the clauses in the Westminster Confession of 
1‘aith, which are a'me times alleged to lay down persecuting principles, 
)t contains nothing to wb ch this Synod could not cordially assent. 
Put at the same time, as no reference is made in said basis to any 
applications of the aforesaid principle, or any disclaimer given of 
another principle often held along with it and governing all its appli­
cations amt once officially avowed by the aforesaid Uniled Presbyt. rian 
Synod, namely, tl at the only rimy that the civil magistrate owes 10 
Christianity is to protect the right of conscience in relation 10 it in 
the same way as in relation to any oiler form of religion—and further, 
as in a note append'd to said tasis, an article is virtually added to it 

1n?ay l,v iotei preted in a sense adverse lo some ai'plications 
ot it v Inch tins Synod «le. m of vital imporlance—the Synod feel that it 
would be pn tna'ure to entertain oveitures for immulate union, but 
appoint a Commiitee to bring the above mentioned omissions under the 
not'ce of the United Presbyterian Synod and to take steps for procur­
ing such mtormation ns may yet open up the way lor a union on terms 
saiislacloiy to all pirlies concerned, and further, with instructions to 
intimate to fw.d L'oi.id Pr. tbyterian Synod Hint this Synod is not dis- 
postd to in.-ist on including a deliverance on all the points on which 
tney were set kb g inioin atiou in the basis on which union may be 
Consummated, it only sat.slitd that they were agreed regarding ih ra.”

1 he hour of adjournment having come, the diet was closed with 
prayer.

T

ELEVENTH SESSION.
Tuesday, 21* Jane, 10 o’clock, A.M, 
was constituted with prayer, praise andThe Synod again met and 

the readng of the Word.
The miuut. s of last diet were read and sustained.

at: J- ** -'•
The Synod proceeded to the further discussion of the Report of 

the Committee on Union with the United Presbyterian Church, and

.--o'Mes»n Ynnng, 
Boyd 4 MvMe-
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Vuiou.
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1/

the motions submitted at the previous diet by Mr. Topp. and Dr.

After lengthened discussion, a division was called for, when the Mr Tnpp-fMe- 
roll having been called and the votes marked, ninetj-uiue voted fur tlvn ca,ri*<1, 
the motion, and twenty for the amendment.

The diet was then dosed with prayer.

TWELFTH SESSION.
Tuesday, 21st June, G o'clock, P.M.

The Synod again met and was constituted with prayer and praise.
The m'nut es of last diet were read and sustained. Mr. m >m«nn, of
Oil motion mad; and seconded, Mr. Morrison. Minister of the Oos- utnSu.'Js 

pel, Madrid, N. Y., was invited to sit with the Synod. with Syuo-i.
On application duly made, the Synod grant;-d leave to t*e Presby- L*'"*'an,,.d t0 

tery of Hamilton to meet at Pads on Monday 27th of the current Hamilton* to 
month, at 12 o'clovk noon. meet at Pin*, on

Reports were given in by the Committees appointed to examine r'., " 
the Records of the Presbyteries of Gobnurg, Lmdmi, Kingston, bytery Kteord*. 
Hamilton, Toronto and M >ntre.il. These R *p irts wer>; severally 
sustained and the Records ordered to be attested in usual form.

I lie bynod having heard the Report of the Committee appointed 
to ex imiue the Record of the Presbytery of Ottawa, and having 
heard the explanations of the Presbytery of Ottawa, euj lined the 
Presbytery to cause the Record to be re-written so tar ils the trans­
actions for the past twelve months are concerned, taking care that 
the narrative of transactions be in accordance with the laets in each 
particular case.

The Synod then proceeded to consider the varions clauses of the ravon'o^suyetst 
Basis of Union as agreed to by the Synod of the United Presbyterian of Uui0Di 
Church, and laid before this Synod.

The first article was read and agreed to. It is in tho following 
terms :—

I. Of Holy Scriptore—That the Scriptures of the OM and New 
Testaments being the inspired Word of God, are the supreme and infal­
lible rule of faith and life.

The second article was read. It is as follows :—
IL Of toe subordinate Standards.—That the Westminster Confes- 

sion of Faith, with the larger and shorter Catechisms, are leceived by 
this Church as her subordinate standard?.

But whereas certain sections of the said Confession of Faith, which 
treat of the power or duty of the Civil Magistrate, have been objected 
to, as teaching principles adverse both to the right of privute judg­
ment in religious matters, and to the prerogatives which Christ has 
vested in his Church, it is to be understood :

}• That no interpretation, or reception of these sections is held by 
this Church, which would interfere with the fullest forbearance as to 
any difference of opinion which may prevail on the question of the 
endowment of the Church by the State.

I
Record of Pré»- 
Uj tery of Ottawa J
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aaas rri&sm Irhf n fTntS, ^ Which’ ,,lis Church holds, that eviTypmon 
ght‘o be at full liberty to search the Scriptures for himself, and to

Sboïuotïr b?Scr,ly 10 lhe lFMhi"8 »r Mp-

^ x1^. oftlT«Si'",fPenil'n“ 0f lhe Cl"“-cb. as scl forth in

oug
foil.
hire,

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed to add the followin'?
ma-’“nmvj5Sntb ft,0,,’a^ ?c"ords “ without let or hind- 
B&JES&S* rn0^eILt0 bteoa!,0fwf undor the pretext of

•t0 interfere with the peace and

was read and agreed to. It is in the following
good order of Society.

The third article 
terms :—

cK Æc»;; srfcKK
made her free from all external or secular authority in the administra 
ion oi her affairs, and that she is bound to as Jrt and Send ^ 

hberty to the utmost and ought not to enter S u2h emragement 
with any party as would be prejudicial thereto. «Wments
^e hour of adjournment having come, the diet was closed with

I

i
THIRTEENTH SESSION.

Wednesday, 22nd June, 10 o'clock, A.M.
Jtks5„gT;h=wo™dw"s coMtitaW •» w. p™«

rhe minutes of last diet were read and sustained

of the Report the Synod adopted the following resolution, viz •— 
Pope™ of3 R!L?C ^rk °[ .God-in ‘he Reformation from

!» sTf„mirg,ïZw,sffKtotbm!™,hrc “irsixs^raaasas s
mittoée ofVtLr1^?!^ 8 C°““,ttÇe> meanwhile to confer^with Com-
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T sense of the great deliverance wrought for our commou parent laud at 
the Reformation era ; and further, inasmuch as a meeting is proposed 
to be held in Edinburgh, in May next, in connection with this object, at 
which the attendance of delegates or representatives of churches at a 
distance is invited, the Synod authorize the above Committee to request 
some father or brother, or fathers and brethren who may Ik; in Britain 
about that time, on their own accouut, to represent this Syuod at the 
said convention or assembly, sucli representative or representatives 
being expected to act as far as possible in co-operation with the Com 
mittee.”

The following Committee was appointed, viz:—Messrs. Topp,
Gregg, Inglis, Dr. Irvine, T)r. Bayne, Dr. Willis ; Messrs. Kemp.
Wurdrope, Scott, Young, W. B. Clark, and Dr. Boyd. Ministers ; 
and Messrs. McMurricb, McAuley, and Court, Elders.

Dr. Willis, Convener of the Committee appointai to consider and Report or com- 
report as to correspondence with the Presbyterian Church tin the fcienceTocorre*- 
United States, (N. S.) reported that alter conference witn Mr. pondence with 
McLeod, the Deputy of the Church referred to, with the view °* 
ascertaining the views of the Church he represents, in the course of y0 u,8< [N'8,1 
which conference Mr. McLeod had replied to all their questions with 
the greatest candour, the Committee came to the conclusion, that 
while much of the common truth was held by that Church, its pro- 
lessiou of doctrine was in some important points different from that 
of this Church, not so much on sovereign electing grace, or faith, or 
the work of the Spirit, as in the extent of the atonement, and the 
imputation of guilt and righteousness in the Adamic and Christian 
covenants ; that in respect of many zealous efforts to extend the 
common cause of Christianity, and especially in having sought to 
discourage the practice of slave-holding in members of the Church, 
the Assembly represented by Mr. McLeod deserves the interest and 
sympathy of churches such as ours ; at the same time, as this Synod 
is not yet in the habit of appointing delegates to Churches in Amer 
ica generally, the Committee is not prepared, until the question shall 
have been considered comprehensively in all its relations, to recom­
mend a formal recognition in that way of one particular branch of 
American Presbyterianism.

It was agreed to sustain the Report, and declare in terms thereof.
Mr. Topp, Convener of the Committee appointed to consider the t'11’

matter of the instruction of the Students in Knox College in lie-Teaching of He­
brew, and to confer with the Professors, reported that the Committee brew in Knox 
having met several times and having had full deliberation on the t0 PKe 
subject, were unanimously of opinion that no changes should be 
made in the teaching of the classes in College till satisfactory ar- 

gements shall have been made for meeting that change, and that 
as the Committee are not prepared in the meantime with any definite 
proposal, the Synod be recommended to postpone any further action 
in tne matter in present circumstances.

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed to receive and sus­
tain the Report.

The Synod then resumed consideration of the matter of Union.
The fourth article was read. It is in the following terms :
IV. Of thk Headship of Christ over the Nations, and the duty

,
t
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Kurlher monde- 
ration of Union,
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Or -TnBpviL Magistrate .-That [the Lord Jesus Christ, as Mediator, 
is invested with universal sovereignty, and is therefore King of Na- 
tions, and that all men, in every capacity and relation, are bound to 
obey His will as revealed in His word ; and particularly that the Civil 
Magistrate (including under that term all who are in any way con­
cerned in the legislative or administrative action of the State,) is bound

.LTSawnîôfchS^”' “ wU ” =««3-“ by
Several motions were submitted with reference to this article. 

jjJ£) ^ waa moved by Mr. J. K. Smith, and seconded by Mr. J.B.

“ That the Synod adopt the article as it stands.”
(2) It was moved by Mr. Wilson, and seconded by Mr. Mac- 

Mulien
„ “ Thattte following words be added after “ King of Nations,” viz., 
^and that all nations in their corporate capacity, as well as all men,”

(3) It was moved by Mr. Middlemiss, and seconded by Mr.
UOKie !_

“ That the following words be added at the end of the article, viz. 
seeing to it that the constitution, legislation and administration of 

the State are based on Christianity.”
On a division being called for, the amendment by Mr. Wilson and 

that by Mr. Middlemiss were put against each other, when the 
amendment of Mr. Middlemiss carried. Thereafter this amendment 
was put against the original motion, when the motion was carried 
and the Synod in terms of it accepted the article as it stands

I
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1. It was moved by Mr. Topp, and seconded
“ That inasmuch as this Synod does not deem it necessary to append 

any note as explanatory of the views expressed in the 4th article, the 
Synod do resolve to call the attention of the Synod of the United Pres 
bytenan Church to this matter, and to consider whether they shall not 
see it consistent with their duty to remove the same.”

2. It was moved by Mr. Stark, and seconded :—
‘‘ That this Synod does not deem any note necessary to the interne-

4'^ortteM™ütio„‘‘mfore i°” not melTe or “ «*

3. It was moved by Mr. Kemp, and seconded :—
“ That the Synod does not consider the note appended to article 4th 

as a necessary part of the Basis of Union, and, inasmuch as its terms 
are liable to misconception, and cannot be accepted by this Svnod

ünlw Pra*yle,i‘°Sjnoa ,h* w

°n a division being called for, Mr. Kemp’s amendment and Mr. 
Stark s were put against each other, when Mr. Kemp’s was carrried.

^r' T°PP’8 mot‘on an<* Mr. Kemp’s amendment were put 
j th.®]10U“v Mr- Kemp’s amendment was carried, and was 

adopted as the finding of Synod.
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The hour of adjournment having come, the diet was closed with 
prayer.

FOURTEENTH SESSION. y
Wednesday, 22nd June, 6 o'clock, P.M.

The Synod again met and was constituted with praise and prayer.
The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.
The Synod took up a reference from the Presbytery of Ottawa, Reference from 

involving the question whether the Presbytery had power to erase a Pr**brterj ofOi- 
minute of session after said minute had been attested by the Presby- 
lery. On motion made and seconded, it was agreed to sustain refer­
ence, and declare that the Presbytery may, on cause shown, act as 
they may judge best in such a case, subject to the review of the 
superior court.

^The. Synod proceeded to the further consideration of the subject

i

iThe following motions were submitted. (1) It was moved by Mr. 
Wilson, and seconded :— * iUnion Qnmtlne.“ That while this Synod rejoices in the progress made in finding a 
satisfactory Basis of Union, and in the prospect thus afforded of its 
speedy consummation : yet, as this Synod has no reliable information 
from the Synod ot the United Presbyterian Church, as to the province 
of the Civil Magistrate in the practical application of the general prin­
ciple of Christ’s Headship over the nations, contained in the fourth 
article of the proposed Basis of Union, arid as surh information ie 
deemed necessary in order to a harmonious and honorable Union, 
appoint a Committee to confer with said Synod as to its views on this 
practical question.”

(2) It was moved in amendment by Mr. R. F. Burns, and 
seconded :—

“That inasmuch as by the almost unanimous decision of last year, 
the Synod stands committed to embodying in the Basis of Union simply 
the grand principle of national responsibility to Christ, they are not 
prepared at this advanced stage of the negotiation, to burden the Basis 
with an enumeration of the varied practical applications of that prin- 
ciple which have been already fully and satisfactorily discussed by the 
united Committees, and respecting which there is, on good grounds, 
understood to be substantial harmony between both Churches. The 
Synod, therefore, proceed to the consideration of the 5th article.*’

(3) It was moved in amendment by Mr. Middlemiss, seconded by 
Mr. McRuar :—
. “ That before proceeding to the consideration of the next article of 

the Basis, the Synod appoint a Committee to draw up an article embo­
dying the views of this Synod, in reference to the province of the Civil 
Magistrate, with instructions to report at the next sederunt.”

The amendment by Mr. Bums, and that by Mr. Middlemiss, hav­
ing been put against each other, that by Mr. Bums carried. There­
after, the motion of Mr. Wilson, and the amendment by Mr. Burns, 
were put to the house, when a majority supported Mr. Burns’ 
amendment.

1
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I

The ^ Synod accordingly proceeded to the consideration of the 
remaining articles in the Basis of Union. Article 5th was read and 
agreed to. Jt is in the following terms :—

Of Church Government.—That the system of polity established in 
the Westminster Form of Presbyterial Church Government, in so far 
as it declares a plurality of Elders for each congregation, the official 
equality of Presbyters without any offices in the Church superior to 
said Presbyters, and the unity of the Church, in a due subordination ot 
a smaller part to a larger, and of the larger to the whole, is the Gov­
ernment of this Church, and is in the features of it therein set forth, 
*f God*"’ ^ Church to be founded on and agreeable to the Word

Article 6th was read and agreed to. It is as follows
Of Worship.—That the ordinances of Worship shall lx* admiaistered 

in this Church as they have heretofore been, by the respective bodies 
of which it is composed, in a general accordance with the directions 
contained in the Westminster Directory of Worship.”

Thereafter it was moved by Mr. McLaren, and duly seconded :—
That the Basis of Union as a whole be now approved, and trans­

mitted to Presbyteries and Sessions, and that Presbyteries and Sessions 
l>c instructed to Report to Synod through the Commit tee on Union 
or before the first day of November.”

It was moved in amendment by Dr. Bayne, and seconded by Dr. 
Willis :—

“ That inasmuch as the Basis now under consideration contains no 
statement on the leading applications of the principle contained in 
article fourth, or on the Province of the Civil Magistrate, within which 
he is to serve and confess Christ—subjects on which unsound and 
scriptural views are often held by those who admit the aforesaid prin­
ciple itself-—a Union on such a Basis would virtually involve a compro­
mise of principles for which it has been the distinction and glory of 
this Church that it has hitherto contended.”

The motion and amendment having been put to the house, the 
motion was carried by a large majority ; whereupon Dr. Bayne dis­
sented in his own name, and in name of such as might adhere to him. 
for reasons to be in due time given.

The Synod re-appointed the Committee on Union as follows, 
viz : Mr. Ure, Convener, Dr. Bums, Dr. Willis, Messrs. Laing. 
Lowry, Inglis, T. Wardrope, Scott, Gregg, Ross, Ministers, and 
Messrs. Heron, Jeffrey, and A. McKenzie, Eld 

It was agreed that the next ordinary meeting of Synod should 
take place at Hamilton, and within Knox Church on the second 
Wednesday of Jane, at half past 7, P.M.

The diet was then closed with prayer.
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FIFTEENTH SESSION.

Thursday, 23rd. June, Î) o'clock, AM.
The Synod again met, and was constituted with prayer, praise, 

and the reading of the Word.
The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.
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hv l)r 8SrBi!)n0k af c®mmu.ni10Btj°n addressed to the Moderator 
w • Jlyerson’ c“ief Superintendent of Education for Canada<^k,'iinIherCMmmUmH 'lon was retid| and rcfcrred t<> » Committee && 
Minister? » ftrS- McJayish Cregg.Topp, MeRuar, and Kemp, «P /«» «- 
Xvencr’. * MeSSrS- L ' n<1 McAu^- Elders,-Mr. Kemp, £!t&!° Conv

andhcli»ifvi^ij^nfrpCPhrt*01- C?mmittcc aPPointcd to examine Report or com-

s S!S”:rhaving approved cum MU; and one having reacted it. '
foiïr SaLSifiTtf-r 0n thG **ccnsin8 °f students had been approved ;

n«mlu ai ithe oveFturc anent baptism of converts from the Church of
“ 6"

The Synod received and sustained the Report.
I hereafter it was moved by Mr. Kemp, and seconded,—

FiKft ssssas:--ee ",d “ -r * S
It was moved in amendment.- lTuSd £££*.

» ** *«•»

r,vertu^telcar-rit‘d;.ati(1 !" terms of il tbe %DwJ roferral the 
overture to the following Committee, viz : M. W. Gregg, Convener 
Messrs. A. F. Kemp, W. McLaren. A. Wilson. convener,

It was on motion made and seconded, agreed_ o?«r»ur«
That the overture anent the licensing of students be referred to « Licensing of st»- 

Conun.ttee to revise it and report to the Synodwith âvïw ofits ^ to V r*\
SZTIZiÏB**bC erM”ll<ïï°f Poterie, ;'"e Com « «.‘ft """ WuhJ’ l° 1 °f M Kemp’ Convener, Mr. Wilson and Mr. McMur-

and one

On a motion made and seconded, it was agreed—
snenHht h° f“rthc£action taken with reference to the overture <oi?rt5w5I«? 
»nent the baptism of converts from the Church of Rome ” ” reference to

rp, t, , . ‘ Overture anent
i ne synod, in accordance with the terms of the Act nunl |M< PMI!1"" of BomStalS® LC?islatUr!‘C f0,ithe 'nForlx)ration of Knox College?* 

la of 6 * l0D 8f Cr the passmg of thc Act> resolved ami de-

KL* K&Efii?,,'=^1?.!?.” 58"“* ™ a^sSSSiti;
leg*.sitent with and agreeable to the « Confession of Faith,* thc ‘ LarKerand 

. horter Catechisms, and the ‘ Form of Church Government,’ all which 
are called The Westminster Standards,’ and shall comprise all theol 
t’hèles consistent with the said Standard t : Provided alwrs
that the said ‘ Confession of Faith,’ he understood and taken with the
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S#W#HEÈESEr îJ %aùn!u )y the S-?nod of lbe "aid Presbyterian Cbmch
or Umaua, with the concurrence ol a majority of the Presbyteries
nLi sLu1 nrChU-Hh' t0attained iu such manner as ™ 

^ .an<l lïat ,6Uch regulations and rules be duly 
ncord.d m the minute hook of the said Synod, and Mgmd by the 
Modecor and Clerk for the time being of 'such Synod.

The hv nod further instruct their Clerk to register this resolution and
îhtcty ofVôromo0"'' lhtiSyUOd- ttUd ™ the public Coords of

. 0 Kemp, in behalf of the Committee appointed at last 
meeting of Synod, presented Keport with reference to regulations for 
the government and administration of Knox College 

The Synod received and sustained said Report, and sanctioned 
ad interim the regulations contained therein, instructing Presby­
te™'8 to consider said regulations and report to the Synod next

The following are the regulations :—
REQtn.ATIONS FOR THE GOVERNMENT

'
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theMr. A. F.

Regulation» for 
government and 
administration 
of Knoi College.

Of
sue

5
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AND ADMINISTRATION OF KNOX 1
COLLEGE.

I. BOARD OF MANAGEMENT.
Of ]

2

EpSSSS'Sbe annuaHy appointed by the Synod, and its members shall hold office 
until their successors be appointed. They shall appoint their own 
Secretary and Treasurer, who shall keep records and accounts which 
shad be open to the inspection of the Synod. The Chairman of the 
Board shall Ire appointed annmtlly by the Synod, and in the event of
nMinnVPP“‘|Dr1h‘“t be'nf’ .made’ or, of the death, removal, or resig- 
nation of said Chairman, his place shall be supplied by the Board

2. The Board shall be convened, by the Chairman, at least three times 
àî%'nZ«"* m°°a “ ™? k delermi,”fd h7 
of «hJiüîfrïai 6ha11 k an® the-whole manR^ment of the financial affairs

vested in the Corporation of Knox College, by the Act 2-/vic. cap. <i9.’ 
In cases where special instruction shall be given by the Synod, (iu writ-«Ai^îrBair

4. The Board shall receive annual Reports from the Senate in reference 
to the departments under the care of said Senate, and shall transmit 
^?.6“raeJi0 tbe Synod along with a Report on all matters entrusted to
SairsSe“ 0u“g“ 6 8heet °f the pr°perty “d financial

mamtaimng its discipline. They shall also take charge of the Boardin g
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'

3ffî£^Jiszsistssx£',,m"d?!Md re?°!e,!hLH 8ame as they shall see fit.

w.» -xtrcÆ’Æ:- “,ine “t,M
II. THE COLLEGE SENATE.

«If'ïîSSjSHSS;

such other body as the Synod may determine. ’ ^

5servants I

1.
r I

!

a'j^jsasu'Asr'and - ■* °*™

III. PRINCIPAL OF COLLEGE.

ofKnoxColkge/’116 PriDCipal KbaU **-“ The Reverend the Principal 

Session? SbtlU presldu at the public 0Pcn>ng and closing of the College

I i

nJ'; ?e 8ha11 ^Jhe medium of communication with, and conduct the official coirespondence of the College Senate. tne
5 He shall have

'

a

IV. APPOINTMENT OF PROFESSORS AND TUTORS.
«i P?of,LTort°ThïnlLnLa7 U“e h? emp'°-VHd or ioducted in'o office

s2*sk! as? Jtow«W!i,asrs
mpüSALMSSS tltsiïmgffffïà tsu
fni-Fheu»P«ehbyterjrK0f ï°o0uto' or b? a Commission specially appoint- d 
for that purpose by the Synod ; and all persons, it any Vl.o shall ,a

appointment by notice from the Moderator of Synod for the time being 
to be sent to each member of Synod at least fifteen days before life 
day appointed for such special meeting, such appointments to be made

/
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ol' thejmjjority of members present at ihe Sederunt of the

manner as the said Synod shall from time to time, bv resolution deter­
mine and direct to be pursued in making such appointments : Provided 
always, that any such Professor or Tutor may resign, or may by the 
said Synod lie removed, suspended, or deposed from office, according 
to the laws of the Church, and in case of any such Tutor resigning or 
ceasing to be such as aforesaid, or in case any such Professor being 
removed, or being deposed from the Ministry in due process of disci­
pline, such Tutor or Professor, so resigning, ceasing to be a member, 
or being removed, or deposed as aforesaid, shall iptofaeto cease to be a 
Professor or Tutor in the said College, and cease to have any claim to 
any emolument or privilege belonging to the said College, and his 
office shall be vacant.

•Hi
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W.V. OF SESSIONS ; AND ADMISSION AND ATTENDANCE OF STUDENTS.

!• The Session or Academical year shall commence on the Hist 
Wednesday of October, and end on the first Wednesday of April. Then- 
shall be such recess at the end of December as may be fixed bv the 
Senate.

2. No person shall be entitled to rank as a student who has not been 
certified to the Senate by some Presbytery of the Church, and who has 
not signed the Album of the College and agreed to submit to its disci­
pline in such form ns may be determined by the Senate.

3. Every Student shall at the end of each Session apply to the Pro­
fessors on whose instructions he has attended, for certificates attesting 
the regularity of his attendance, his proficiency, diligence and general 
conduct, which certificates shall be presented to the Presbytery of the 
Church, by whom said Student may be examined for license or for 
entrance upon the next year of the Curriculum ; and before any Stu 
dent shall be token on trials for license, lie shall present to his Presby­
tery a certificate from the Senate signed by the Principal, attesting 
that he lias attended all the classes and performed all the duties 
required by the Church.

4. Cases of an urgent or peculiar nature of attendance or absence 
Irom the classes of any particular year shall lie adjudged upon bv the 
>enate according to the circumstances of each

VI. THE (TRlUrn.VM.
The Curriculum of study shall be such as may at any time be 

determined by Ihe Synod, and for the present is
I. Preliminary Clash. I- or those who, on examination, are not found

qualified to enter upon the curriculum properly so called. Arithmetic
and Mathematics ; English Grammar; Elements of Civil History •
Elements of Latin and Greek.

II. Non-Tiieoixxiicai. Course.
1. First year Classics ; Mathematics ; English Composition.

ral History ;) History and English Literature. (Junior Depart 
incut.) 1
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:i. Third year-Senior Philosophy, (Metaphysics and Ethics ;) Junior 
(Scntor i)epartmeit?ienC0’ (6eology :) His,or-v und L'terature, 

111. Theological Course.
L First year—Evidences of Natural and Hevealed Religion ; Senior 

Hebrew ; Church History ; Exposition of Scripture.
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:i77T!iir.d Systematic Theology ; Hermeneutics and Biblical 
Criticism : Pastoral Theology.

1 lie Synod appointed the following us the Hoard of Management 
ni Knox College tor the present year, viz : J. Bayne, D.D.. R. Ir­
vine, D.D., R. Boyd, D.D., Messrs. P. McRuar, D. Inglis. R. P.
Burns, A. C. Geikie, A. Topp, W. Reid, W. Gregg, R. Ure, J.
Laing, J. M. Roger, J. VV. Smith, John Smith, A Wilson W
WClRrri, Jv a' nmSh’ T" Wardrope, J. B. Duncan, P. Wardrope 
W. B. Clark, A. P Kemp, J. Crombie, T. McPherson, J. Scott, J.
Ross, Ministers ; and Messrs G. Davidson, A. Jeffrey, A. McAlister,

‘ kfrr, J. Court, W. Clark and Andrew Smith, 
hlders,—Mr. Gregg, Chairman.
., f.^e ^yDOtl also appointed the following to be assessors in the 
College Senate, viz: Messrs. A. Topp, M. Y. Stark, W. Reid 
W- Uregg. R. Ure, Ministers, with Messrs. Blaikie 
elders.

The Report of the Committee appointed with reference to the 
debt on Knox College Ordinary Fund, was called for and given in 
by Mr. Kemp, Convener. The Report having been read, it was. on 
motion made and seconded, unanimously agreed to—

“ Thft‘ ‘he Synod having heard the Report of the Committee to 
enquire into the state of of the College Finances, receive and adopt the 
«une, and resolve—That an office be provided in the College buildings 
tor the business of the Agent and the Editor of the Accord and that an 
amount equal to the cost of said office be put to the credit of the Ordi- 
nary College Fund ; that the contributions for the ordinary College 
l' uud be relieved from the expenses connected with the agency ; that 
the legacy of the late Mr. Gibb, which this Synod receive with grali 
ude, shall be in the meantime appropriated to the Ordinary College 
•nod, the Synod reserving the power to re-call it in more prosperous 

times for a permanent endowment Fund; that further, no efforts be 
meantime to liquidate the mortgage; that the Synod also 

express then gratification at the general prosperity of the College Fund 
and at the perfect correctness with which its accounts have been keni 
andits finances conducted. Further, the Synod instruct Presbyteries 
to bring the interests of the College under the consideration of 
gregations.”

On moUon made and seconded, Mr. Fraser, Minister of the United of v.
1 resbytermn Church, and Clerk of Synod, was invited to sit with £toïuwithT“ 
the Synod. synod. *

Mr. Kemp, in bchall of the Presbytery of Montreal, which hod Kvmgeiuatiou 
ueen specially appointed to consider and reporf as to the best modeof °r,,0W*rC“*d* 
«•arrying on the work of evangelization in Lower Canada, stated that 
they had no Report to lay before the Synod.

Two motions were submitted with reference to this matter
1. it was moved by Mr. Gillespie, and seconded,—

That this matter be re-commltted to the Presbytery of Montreal

and Jeffrey,
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with the assessors named last year, to examine farther, and report next 
year.”

2. It was moved by Mr. McLaren, and seconded—,
“ That a Committee be appointed to consider and report as to the 

matter.”
On a division, the amendment was carried, and in terms of it the 

Synod appointed the following Committee, viz : Dr. Burns, Con­
vener, Mr. McLaren, Mr. Ross, Mr. Scott, Mr. Laing, Mr. Ure, Mr. 
Burns, Mr. Quin, Mr. Lowry, Mr. Kemp, Ministers ; and Mr. 
McMurrich, and Mr. Court, Elders.

Dr. Uayne gives Dr. Bayne gave in reasons of dissent from the finding of the Synod 
n reason* o n- w;tjj reference to the Basis of Union with the United Presbyterian 

Church. The same were read, and ordered to he kept in retentis

The following members intimated their adherence to the dissent of 
Dr. Bayne, and the reasons given in, viz. Mr. G. Smellie, Dr. Irvine, 
Mr. D. Gordon, Mr. Andrew Wilson, Mr. J. Middlemiss, Dr. Willis, 
Mr. McMullen, Mr. McRuar, Mr. A. C. Geikie, and Mr. M. C. 
Lutz.

The Synod appointed the following Committee to prepare answers 
to the reasons of dissent given in by Dr, Bayne, viz : Messrs. A. 
Topp, R. Ure, J. Ross, W. McLaren, A. F. Kemp, and J. McMur­
rich,—Mr. A. Topp, Convener.

The hour of adjournment having come, the diet was closed with 
prayer.
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Thursday, 23rd June, 6 o'clock, P.M. 
The Synod again met and was constituted with praise and prayer. 
The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.
The Synod called for the Report of the Foreign Mission Commit­

tee.
The Report was given in by Mr. Lowry, Convener, and read. On 

motion made and seconded, it was agreed to receive the Report.
On motion made and seconded, it was resolved,—

. , That the Synod having had its attention directed to Vancouver’»
Columbia adopt- au<*’aD<^ Columbia, as a suitable field for missionary opera-
ed a* Mission p tione, agree to adopt it at a mission field of this Church.”
Church. t“U Tt waa further moved by Mr. McTavish, and seconded,—

•* That in order to carry out the decision of Synod, the funds at the 
disposal of Synod, be used for the furtherance of the Gospel in Vancou- 
ver's Island and British Columbia.

It was moved in amendment by Mr. Ross, and seconded,—
“ That £300 be given to the Foreign Mission of the Free Church, 

£300 to the Foreign Mission of the Irish Presbyterian Church, and £300 
to the British Columbia Mission.
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It was moved in amendment by Mr. Gregg, and seconded,—

terian Church, and that the balance be appropriated to the British 
Columbia Fund.’"
put'ï a-lie“dme,ut Jjj’ Qgg’ a?d that.b>' Mr. Ross, Laving been
and Mr. Gregg’s amendment were then put to the house, when ^he 

original motion carried by a majority.
It was moved by Mr. McRuar, and seconded,—
“ That the Foreign Mission Committee consist of the following mem- 

£*!*• Messrs- Lo(vry. Gregg, Topp, Clark, Kemp, T. Wardrope,
Wilson, Dr. Irvine, Messrs. Inglis. Stark, Scott, McRuar, Dr. Burns, and 
Dr. Bayne, Ministers ; and Messrs. Court, Clark, Redpath, Elder. Ken 
nedy, Lattanacb, Turnbull, Ross, Cook, McKenzie, and Lutz, Elders,—
Mr. Lowry, Convener ; and that this Committee be empowered to look 
out for, and send into the mission field, suitable missionaries, it being 
understood, that these missionaries lie ministers in connection with this 
Church ; but that before sending such, the Committee shall submit the 
name of any one whom they may select for this work to the different 
Presbyteries of the Church, who shall meet within twenty one days of 
the date on which such notice shall come into the hands of the Mode­
rator or Clerk, and report their decision to the Convener of the Com­
mittee, who shall be authorized to assume that Presbyteries who 
neglect to answer shall be held as concurring in the proposal made by 
them; the Committee to be guided by the decision of a majority of 
the Presbyteries. Further, that the Committee be empowered to 
vide outfit and passage, and fix the salaries of missionaries.

The Report of the Home Mission Committee was called for. The Report 0f Home 
same was given in by Mr. Reid, and read.

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed—
“That the Report be received, and that the funds at the disposal of 

the Home Mission Committee be distributed among the several Pres by- 
teries according to the number of ordained ministers in each.”

The Committee was re-appointed as follows : Messrs. Reid, Ure 
Wightman, Nisbet, Gray, Gregg, Stark, McRuar, Burns, Dr. Irvine’
Messrs. Inglis, Black, A. McLean, of Puslinch ; Scott, McDiarmid 
Polmie. Walker, King, McMillan, of Fingal ; W. J. McKenzie,
McLeod, J. W. Smith, Wilson, James Smith, P. Gray, Kemp,
Carrie, and Anderson, Ministers and Messrs. Telfer, Banner- 
man; Wallace, Archibald Young, W. Wilson, Thomson, Dougan 
McKenzie, Ross, Gordon, Leith, Turnbull, Stewart, Graham, Nicoll 
Cattanach, Court, Redpath, Ross, and Dr. Holden, Elders,—Mr’
Ure, Convener.

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee on Colportage. Report of c».
" he same was given in by Mr. McKenzie, Convener, pro tem. The raiUee on coi- 
Report stated :— portage given In

“ That there was nearly sufficient money in hand to pay alt the cre­
ditors, with the exception of Nelson & Sons, whose account, without 
interest amounted to over $3,700. The position of the scheme at pre­
sent, was as follows : Accounts past due, $4,101 74 : assets, $4,006 79 ; 
deficiency, $94 05. Of these assets, the selling price of books still on 
hand amounted to $975 98 ; cash, $227 72 ; sundry accounts due
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$1,185 29 ; balance due on sixty-three packages sent out, $1,617 80. 
Should these assets be realized, little would be required to liquidate 
the entire indebtedness of the scheme ; but it was very clear that this 
could not be hoped for, and that a considerable loss must be estimated up­
on the books still on hand, as also upon what must be regarded as debts. 
The actual deficiency the Committee estimated as not likely to be less 
than $1,200. The Committee trusted that the Synod would devise 
means whereby this deficiency could be made up, and the Church 
released from the pressing claims of the creditors of the scheme. In 
order to do this, the Committee recommend that the books on hand 
should be sold, and that the Synod should instruct ministers to bring 
this matter before their respective congregations, and to take up a col­
lection for this object on the first Sabbath in October. In this manner 
the Committee confidently hoped that the scheme could be closed with­
in the current year.”

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed :—
. “ To receive and adopt the Report, and to recommend that a collec- 

atd of this object, tion be taken up throughout the Church on or before the first of Feb­
ruary next, for the purpose of meeting the liabilities of the scheme, 
and also that private sabscriptions be taken up for the same object.’’

The Committee was re-appointed as follows : Messrs. Scott, Reid, 
Ure, Dr. Irvine, Messrs. T. Wardrope, S. Young, Nisbet, Inglis, 
King, Laing, R. F. Burns, and J. McTavish, Ministers ; and Messrs. 
Dickerman, Osborne, Young, McMurrich, Hopkin, Mitchell, Stewart, 
Court, Begg, Clark, Cowan, and McKenzie ; Mr. Inglis, Convener.

The diet then closed with prayer.
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SEVENTEENTH SESSION.
Friday, 24t/t June, 10 o'clock, A.M.

The Synod again met and was constituted.
The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.
On motion of Dr. Willis, the following minute was unanimously 

adopted, viz :—
I4L , . . “Th? Synod having respect to the aspect of Providence, and the

Iea?oneference to interest8 pf the country, as concerned in the prospective returns of the 
approaching harvest, recommend to ministers and congregations, a 
becoming attention to this interest in public and private prayer.

The Synod took up the Report of the Agency Committee. The 
Report was received and adopted, and its recommendations generally 
approved, and in terms thereof, the Synod appointed the Finance 
Committee, to consist of Messrs. J. McMurrich, J. L. Blaikie, and 
C. S. Patterson, with Revs. Messrs. Gregg, Topp, and Reid,—Mr. 
McMurrich, Convener ; and a Committee lot the Record, consisting 
of Dr. Burns, Dr. Willis, Messrs. Reid, Lowry, McTavish, Ure, 
Gregg, Topp, Inglis, and Laing,—Dr. Burns, Convener.

The Synod resumed consideration of the Buxton Mission.
On motion made and seconded,—
“ I* was referred to the Home Mission Committee to consider the 

whole matter of the Buxton Mission, and report to the next meeting of

Special prayer 
recommended

Report of 
Agency Commit­
tees.
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The Synod also resolved,—
“,TIiatfa.p0™mitt?e should be appointed to take the oversight and 

control of the financial affairs of the Mission, and advise with Air Kinir
Jfvn? i^? e,r,ectl01) aD(1 cost of buildings, on the understanding that the 
Synod shall not lie responsible for any further expenditure ^than Ins 
teen already sanctioned ; and further, that the Committee should make 
such arrangements with the Teacher as may relieve the Svnod from 
any additional obligation for his support.’’ ^ ne bynod from

l he Commitoe was appointed as follows, viz : Mr. Scott (Jon-

Dr- Will“'and Dr-
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may be passed into a Standing Law of this Church.
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V. “ That the trials being finished, the Presbytery shall take a 
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I p'sliy'oiy, Vcmse li'm to preach the Grop'd wherever he nwy be 
ord T>y ca ltd. The > Ink shall In; in-1 mend to g ant an Ex' met of 
License > hen asked, and on a probationer removing from one Preshy- 
ti ry to another, h- shall pr< duce a Presl.yti rial certificate in con mon 
foi in to the Presbytery with u whose bounds he snail be appointed to 
labour.

“ This latter rule shall apply to ordained ministers without fixed 
chargi s ”

On motion made anil seconded,—
“ It was agreed again to send down the overture to Presbyteries.” 
The Committee appointed to revise the overture anent the calling 

calling anti in- a d inducting of Ministers, reported the overture in the following 
duct,,." of terms, viz

“Whereas a diversity of pr-ctice exists in the Presbyteries of this 
Church in reference to the calling and ordination of Probationers, 
regarding wlrcn it is desirable that there should be uniformity, it is 
therefore overlured that ti e Synod shall send down the following regu 
lations to Presbyteries in t-1ms of the Barrier Act in order that they 
may be passed into a Standing Law of the Church.

1. “ That when a Probationer or ordained missionary is called to a 
charge, and does not reside within the bounds of the Presbytery call­
ing, the call shall be sent to tbe Presbytery within whose bounds he 
resides, to be presented to him with all convenient speed.

2. “ That no Presbytery shall induct or ordain a missionary or Pro­
bationer coming from another Presbytery, without first having obtained 
a Presbyterial certificate of his standing from the Presbytery within 
whose bounds he has last resided.”

Two motions were submitted.
1. It was moved and seconded,—
“ That the overture be sent down to Presbyteries in terms of the 

Barrier Act.”
2. It was moved and seconded,—
“ That it be not transmitted.”
On a division, the first motion carried, and it was accordingly 

agreed to send it down for the consideration of Presbyteries.
The Report on the Widows’ Fund, was given in and read. From 

the Report it appeared,—

Overture anent

Mimmers.

Overture rent 
down to Presby­
teries.

Report of 
Widows’ Fund| 
given in.

its been—from Congregational Col­
lections, $995 85 ; from Minister’ Rate, $760 ; from interest, $1,434 
08 ; and from amount of principal falling due, $378 30. The amount 
paid for annuities was $910 ; Minister’- Rates repaid with interest, 
$342 78 ; and amount invested, $2,658 90. The total amount invested 
in Debentures and Mortgages is £5,824 14s., malting with balance for 
investment, a total of £6,383 16s. 4d.”

On motion made and seconded,—
“ The Report was received and sustained, and the Committee were 

instructed to revise the rules and regulations, and report to next Synod 
any alterations they may consider necessary, giving the required notice 
in the Record

The following members from the Committee on Widows’ Fund, 
viz.—Dr. Burns, Messrs. G. P. Young, Smellie, Scott, Inglis, Dr. 
Boyd, Dr. Irvine, Ministers ; and Messrs. Osborne, Buchanan, Wal-

’
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ker, McLellan, Elmslic, Davidson, Blain, Perrier, McMurrich, Shaw, 
Spreull, Morgan, C. S. Patterson, Hay, Redpath, D. Davidson, 
Court, Dr. Dickson, Hon. J. McDonald ;—James Osborne, Esq., 
Hamilton, Convener.

Mr. John Gray gave in a carefully prepared Report on statistics. 
It was agreed to receive the Report.

It was moved and seconded, that the financial and statistical year 
terminate on 31st March, and that Presbyteries be enjoined to see 
that the returns arc forwarded in due time.

Report on 
Statistic!.

;

It was moved in amendment, that the time of returning the satis- 
tics remain as at present, and that Presbyteries be enjoined to see 
that returns are made by congregations under their care, and by the 
Presbytery Clerks, and to report diligence in the matter to the 
Synod.

The amendment was, on it division, adopted as the deliverance of 
the Synod.

Hie Synod appointed the Committee on statistics, viz :—Messrs.
J. Gray, J. I-aing, W. Reid, W. Gregg, and T. Dallas,—Mr. Gray,
Convener.

The Committee appointed to consider the communication from Deliverance <>n 
Dr. Ryerson, Chief Superintendent of Education in Canada West, i>r ity< r«m> ^ 
presented a Report. The Synod sustained the same and adopted the commuuia‘t">n. 
following minute, viz :—

“ The Synod having had under consideration a letter from the Rev.
Dr. Ryerson, Superintendent of Public Education, Canada West, on 
the subject of Christian instruction in Common Schools, regard such 
communication as partaking of the nature of a private document, and 
therefore not calling for special consideration at their hands. The 
Synod would, however, refer to their previous action on the subject of 
Separate Schools, in June, 1856, in which they express strong views 
adverse to the continuance of such schools instituted for sectarian 
ends. In regard to other aspects of this question, the Synod appoint a 
Committee to watch over any legislation that may be proposed during 
the next session of the Legislature in regard to education, seeing that 
it he based on Scriptural principles the Commit'ee to consist of Dr.
Willis, Messrs. Gregg, Topp, Clark, Ure, McMurrich, McAuley, Lutz, 
and Hossack.”

The Synod «tiled for Report from Presbytery of Toronto with R(,port of p,,,. 
reference to Missionary operations among the American Indians.

I

4i

i .

bytery ot' Toron» 
lo *nint Amvii-

The Presbytery Reported that they were unable to collect any can Indian», 
further or more definite information on the state of the American 
Indians, but that they were about to institute enquiries, and hoped 
that ere long they would be in a position to obtain such information 
as might enable the Church to see her way to do something to 
advance the cause of the Gospel among an interesting ar.d perishing 
race.

*

The Synod again re-committed the subject to the Presbytery of 
Toronto.

Mr. R. F. Burns gave a Report in behalf of the Committee on iif-pnr» of r, m. 
Sabbath Observance. The Report was sustained and the Committee jn,i!1t,eoîTe™?i 
re-appointed as follows, viz., Messrs. P. Gray, 11. Gordon, A. Wil- given in.
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son, R. F. Burns, T. S. Hodgskin, Ministers ; Messrs. McLaughlin, 
Stewart, Elders,—Messrs. Burns and Gray, joint Conveners.

Report on Mr. John Gray, Convener, presented to the Synod, Report
Sabbath School* Sabbath Schools. The Report was received, and the Committee 
Riven m. re-appointed as follows, viz., Messrs. J. Gray, Nisbet, Lowry, Burns, 

Ministers, and Dr. Holden ; Messrs. Court, A. Fraser, and F. W. 
Torrance, Elders ;—Mr. Gray, Convener.

STATE OF RELIGION.

on

Mr. Scott, Convener of the Committee on the State of Religion 
Report of Com- presented Report, which was read and sustained. The Committee 
mittee on state was re-appointed as follows, viz:—Dr. Burns, Dr. Willis, Messrs.
of religion.; Gregg, John Gray, Inglis, Ministers ; Messrs. McMurrich, Court, 

Cattanach, Clark, Elders ; Mr. Scott,—Convener. The following 
Ministers were appointed corresponding members in the various 
Presbyteries, viz :—For the Presbytery of Montreal, Mr. Crombie ; 
for Presbytery of Brockvillc and Ottawa, Mr. T. Wardrope ; for the 
Presbytery of Kingston, Mr. Wilson ; for Presbytery of Cobourg, 
Mr. McKenzie ; for Presbytery of Toronto, Mr. McTavish ; for 
Presbytery of Hamilton, Mr. R. F. Burns ; and for Presbytery of 
London, Mr. D. Walker, of Port Sarnia.

The Synod also appointed the following Committee to prepare 
and issue a Pastoral Address, viz., the Moderator, Mr. Willis, Mr. 
Topp, and Mr. Scott ;—the Moderator, Convener.

Committee a ®3,n0<* ca^e(^ for Report of Committee appointed to prepare
pointed to”ap" answers to the reasons of dissent given in by Dr. Bayne and others, 
answer reasons A verbal Report was given in by Mr. Topp, Convener. The Synod 
in interim rl-Te appointed the Committee a Special Commission of Synod to prepare
port ; appointed and approve such answers, that the reasons of dissent and the 
special commis­
sion of Synod. answers may go before Presbyteries and Sessions together with the 

Basis of Union.
The Synod took up overture anent the Registration of Births, 

registration of Marriages and Deaths, 
births, &c.

Overt ire anent

The Synod approved the overture and appointed the following 
Committee to watch over any Legislative action with reference to 
this subject, viz:—Mr. Lowry, Convener, Mr. W. B. Clark, J. 
Laing, W. McKenzie, Ministers, and Messrs. McMurrich and Clark, 
Elders.

The Synod took up an overture on the subject of Manses. The 
Synod cordially approved the overture and commended it to the 
careful consideration of the Presbyteries.

Overture anent 
Manses

Leave to Boardr The Synod granted leave to the Board of Managers of Knox 
of Knox College College to meet at any time between this and next meeting of Synod, 

such meeting to be called by the chairman of the Board.to meet.

Hamilton to°,f It was agreed that the Presbytery of Hamilton should make 
make necessary necessary arrangements for Sabbath service at next ordinary meet-sars&fa* of synod.
*f s*nodmeetin8 The Quarterly collections were appointed in the same order as in 
o -rtüri previous years, viz., French Canadian Missions on 3rd Sabbath of 
lion» appointed." duly Synod Fund and Buxton Mission on 3rd Sabbath of Octo-
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ber ;__Foreign Missions on 2nd Sabbath of January ; NV idows Fund
on 3rd Sabbath of March.

On motion made and seconded, it was resolved
“That the thanks of the Synod be given to the officebearers of bearen,ofCook.'. 

Cooke’s Church, for the comfortable accommedition afforded tne commodatio0i 
Synod during its Session ; also to the accommodation Commute and and to friend* in 
the friends in Toronto, generally, for the hospitable manner in bich TowntojjMjnd- 
they have received the Ministers and Elders ot the Synod. $yDodi

The business of Synod being now concluded, after singing part of 
the 22nd Psalm, and prayer, the Moderator addressed the bynod in Synod cloied. 
appropriate terms ; appointed next ordinary meeting ot synod to 
take place in Hamilton, on the second Tuesday of June, l»bO, at 
half-past seven, p.m., and dismissed the Synod with the Apostolic 
benediction.

Thank* to office
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PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.
License :

Mr. A. D. McDonald was licensed to preach the Gospel, on the 10th of August, 
1858.
Resignation :

Mr. Samuel Young resigned his charge at Guelph, and was loosed therefrom oil the 
27th of October, 1858.
Ordinations :

1. Mr. John McMurray was ordaiued and inducted as Pastor of the Grimsby 
Congregation, on the 16th of July, 1858.

2. Mr. Alexander Grant was ordained and inducted as Pastor of the 2nd Congrega­
tion of Sydenham, on the 4th of August, 1858.

3. Mr. James Cameron was ordained and inducted as Pastor of the Sullivan and 
Derby Congregation, on the 16th of February, 1859

4. Mr. William Park was ordained and inducted as Pastor of the Durham Congre­
gation, on the 18th of May, 1859.

The Rev. James Rogers, formerly Minister at Demorestville, was, on the 12th day 
of April, 1859, declared to be no longer a Minister of the Presbyterian Church of 
Canada.

James Middlemiss, fres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

1. Mr. James White was received as a Minister, 11th August, 1858.
2. Rev. A. Topp was inducted as Pastor of Knox’s Church, 16th Sept., 1858.
3. Rev. D. B. Pearce was inducted at Weston, 22nd Sept., 1858.
4. Rev. R. C. Swinton was released from charge of Markham, Dec. 1, 1858.
5. Rev. J. Stewart was ordained and inducted as Pastor of the Gaelic Congregation, 

at Oro, 10th May, 1859.
W. Gregg, Pres. Clerk.

REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF COBOURG

The Rev. Donald McLeod having resigned, was loosed from the Pastoral charge 
of the Congregation of Cobourg, on the 10th of May.

J. Bowie, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF KINGSTON.
1»<. Demission :
l^Rev. W. F. White was loosed from the charge of Belleville, on the 15th November, 

2nd. Induction :
1st. Rev. R. C. Swinton, formerly of Markham, was inducted to the Pastoral 

charge of Picton, 15th December, 1858.

MINUTES OF THE SYNOD AT TORONTO.
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;i 2nd. Rev. Win. McLaren, formerly of Boston, Massachusetts,
Pastoral charge of Belleville, 22nd March. 1859.
3rd. Reception :

Rev. S. B. Shaw, an ordained Minister from the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, 
was received as a Minister of this Church, 12th October, 1858.

was inducted to the

A. MacAlister, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF BROCKVILLE.
The Presbytery of Brockville has no changes to report for the past year.

PRESBYTERY OF OTTAWA.
Induction» :

1. Rev. John McKinnon was inducted as Pastor of the Congregations at Beckwith 
and Goulburn, September, 28th, 1858.

2. Mr. James Whyte was ordained and inducted as Pastor of the Congregation at 
Osgoode, November 24th, 1858.

3. Mr. Wm. McKenzie was ordained and inducted as Pastor of the Congregation at 
Ramsay, December 8th, 1858.

4. Rev. S. C. Fraser was inducted as Pastor of the Congregation at McNab, January 
27th, 1859!

J. L. Gourlay, Pm. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.
Messrs. John Milloy, Adam F. MacQucen, and John McKay, were ordained over 

the several Congregations of Lingwick, Renyon, and Richmond.
Mr. A. F. MacQueen was licensed to preach the Gospel.
The Knox Church, Boston, was permitted to withdraw from its ecclesiastical con­

nection from the Presbyterian Church of Canada, and the Rev. Wm. McLaren was 
loosed from the charge of Knox Church, Boston. U. S.

The Church at Farnham Centre was organized as a station in connection with 
this Church.

i

A. F. Kemp, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF LONDON.
1st. Licensee :

Mr. Archibald McDiarmid and Mr. Donald McLean were licensed, on the 7th day 
of October, 1858.
2nd. Ordinations and Inductions :

1. Rev. John Fraser was inducted into St. Andrew’s Church, Tbamesford, on the 
4th day of April, 1859.

2. Rev. James W. Chesnut was inducted into the Pastoral charge of Mandaumin 
and Enniskillen, on the 20th day of April, 1859.

3. Mr. Archibald McDiarmid was ordained and inducted into the pastoral charge of 
Wallacetown and Currie Road, on the 27th day of April, 1859.

4. Mr. Alexander D. McDonald was ordained and inducted into the Church and 
Congregation of Clinton, on the 28th day of April, 1859.
3rd. Demissions :

1. Rev. Wm. S. Ball resigned the pastoral charge of Knox’s Church, Woodstock, and 
his resignation was accepted, on the 27th day of October, 1858.

2. Rev. James H. McNaughton resigned the past ral charge of the congregation 
of Saugeen, and his resignation was accepted, on the 7th day of April, 1859.

3. Rev. William Doak resigned the Pastoral charge of the Congregation of Port 
Stanley, and his r. siguatiou was accepted, on the 3rd day of May, 1859.

William Doak, Pres. Clerk.
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REPORT OF THE COLLEGE COMMITTEE.—KNOX COLLEGE.

The Committee have great, pleasure in recording the continued prosperity of 
Theological College. They would ascribe the praise to God who, since the commence­
ment of this Institution in 1845, has made it a most important means of advancing the
interests of our Church in this Province. .

The numlier of the Students matriculated in Knox College during the past year is3o 
Besides these, there are other students who are studying with a view to the Ministry 
in our Church, partly in Knox College, and partly in University College. The
WhR1may bestàtedThatdo less than seventeen students have completed their Theolo­

gical course during the past year, and are thus in a position to ask license at the 
bands of the various Presbyteries. This is the largest number that has on any occa­
sion completed the curriculum at the close of one session in Knox College.

The course of instruction in the different classes will be seen by the Reports of 
the Professors which have been handed to the Committee, and which will be submit­
ted to the Synod. It will be seen from these Reports that besides the usual classes, a 
class of Sacred Rhetoric and Elocution was superintended by the Principal and the 
Professor of Church History. The Committee deem it desirable that tins class be 
continued, and recommend the Synod to instruct the Professors’ Court to make the
necessary arrangements.

As during previous years, a Mathematical class 
Mr. Thompson, and Hebrew and Latin were taught in University College by Messrs. 
Hirschfelder and Wickson. With respect to the,Hebrew class, the Committee recom­
mend the Synod to instruct the Professors’ Court to confer with Mr. Hirschfelder 
with a view to bring his instructions into greater harmony with the requirements oi
the classes in Knox College. _ , . . ..

The Committee find that the returns received from Presbyteries relative to the 
examination of students have not been all sent in, and agreed to direct the attention 
of the Synod to that subject, recording at the same time their opinion that a Com­
mittee be appointed to consider the subject of the examination of the students

^WUh'respecHo entrants upon die College course, the Committee learned from the 

Reports of the Professors, that several had come up from Presbyteries unfit to enter 
the Classes on account of deficiency in elementary training. They therefore recom­
mend the Synod to instruct Presbyteries to give more particular attention to the 
literary attainments of students making application to them, and when necessary, o 
send them to Institutions where they may be trained under the care of the Presby­
teries till they are prepared to enter the College Classes, and further to see that in 
such cases pecuniary assistance be provided by the Presbyteries if necessary.

A question which gave rise to much discussion in the Committee was, whether e 
Professors’ Court have power to determine the position of students in the curriculum 
It was the opinion of a majority, (five to four,) that they have this power. The min- 
ority were of opinion that the power belongs exclusively to Presbytenes. 
necessary for the Synod to come to a decision on this question, so as to prevent
^iTwill^be^seen froin Professor Young's Report that some doubt is entertained 

whether attendance on his cxegetical class is imperative on students of the second as

',f Allhough ^iTsul/ecTof the employment of Students during the summer mraUis 
has occupied the attention of the Synod at previous meetings, the Committee deem it 
necessary to urge it upon their notice again. They feel that is impossible for students

KrT^
time for the exclusive prosecution of their studies.
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The Committee now proceed to report on the Finances of the College. They have 
satisfaction in being able to state that there is an improvement in the fund tor the 
current expenses of the College. It will be remembered that for three preceding 
years there was an annual and increasing defficiency of £40 in 1856, of £187 in 
1857, and of £210 in 1858. The whole balance against the fund was £438. During 
the year now closed there has been no defficiency. On the contrary, the balance has 
been reduced to £392. It should be added, however, that the interest on the mort­
gage has been as f ormerly, charged to the account of the Building Fund.

The improvement in the Current Expenses Fund bus been the result of increased 
contributions from the different congregegations, the whole amount received from 
which was $5476 this year against $4749 last year, making an increase of $728.

Besides the contributions just referred to. the Committee have to report the receipt 
of a Legacy of £500 from the late James Gibb, Esq., of Quebec, whose memory will 
be long and gratefully cherished in this Synod. As an Elder of this Church, he took 
a deep interest in all its concerns ; and his liberality in support of the various 
schemes is weU known to the brethren.

The legacy has been received by the Agent of the Church. The terms of the 
bequest leave it in the power of the Synod to dispose of it at pleasure. It will there­
fore rest with the Synod to determine how it shall be appropriated. The Committee 
recommend that it be placed to the credit of the Current Expenses Fund, against 
which, as already reported, there is a balance of nearly £400.

No contributions were specially asked for, during the past year, on behalf of the 
College Building Fund. Contributions, however, have been received, amounting to 
£115 10s., which have enabled the Treasurer to pay a large proportion of the interest 
due on the mortgage. The whole amount due on the mortgage is £2678, which is 
payable in 1862.

There is a balance in favour of the Bursary Fund of $722. 
of the receipts and disbursements of this and the other funds, will be submitted in 
separate documents.

The Boarding department of the College is still conducted under the superintend­
ence of Mr. Thomas Willing, who continues to give satisfaction. A slight reduction 
has been made during the last session, on the price of board. The Committee are of 
opinion that it is exceedingly desirable that the students be not required to pay more 
than two dollars weekly. This would require the church to supplement the payment 
from their own funds. Such a provision the Committee recommend so soon as 
practicable.

It may here be added that the comfort of the students has been materially increased 
by the introduction of Gas-light into the large Dining Hall. This has been effected 
by the private liberality of the Principal and Professor of Church History. Other 
private efforts are just now being made towards still adding further to the comfort of 
the students in the separate rooms.

In concluding this Report, the Committee would not forget to state that they were 
glad to learn that special prayer on behalf of the College was generally offered in the 
various Congregations on the Sabbath appointed by the Synod. They have reason to 
believe that the prayers offered have not been ineffectual ; and they recommend the 
Synod to renew a similar appointment for the ensuing year. The Divine blessing is 
that which is above all things necessary, and ought therefore to be specially and 
earnestly sought.

Toronto, 15th June, 1859.

I J

A particular statement

William Gkbou.
Oomener.

REPORT OF THE FOREIGN MISSION.

Your Committee regret that they cannot report much progress in the matter of a 
Foreign Mission during the past year. At an early meeting after the last meeting of 

• Synod, the suggestions contained in last year’s Report were taken into consideration ; 
and eventually the Committee resolved to take steps towards sending two Mission­
aries to Vancouver’s Island and British Columbia, for the purpose of gathering
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tii e
thetogether the Presbyterians and such others as may be found willing to receive the 

Word, with the ulterior view of conjoining with this undertaking an effort to Chris­
tianize the Pagan Aborigines in those regions. It was also resolved, to invite to this 
Mission two Ministers of this Church, whem the Committee thought qualified to com­
mence such an important work. However, on corresponding rvith these brethren, 
the Committee found their services were not available, as one of them declined 
accepting the invitation, and the other declined entertaining the matter under present 
circumstances. In this position the Committee agreed to delay further procedure till 
the present meeting of Synod. They were induced more readily to come to this 
decision because they understood that doubts were entertained by some as to the 
power of this Committee to undertake the work of sending Ministers or Missionaries 
to New Columbia or Vancouver’s Island. Your Committee therefore ask the Synod 
to make such a deliverance on the subject as will authorize the Committee to proceed 
in sending Missionaries to those regions.

Respecting the Financial affairs of this Mission,—according to the Report present­
ed to the Synod at its last meeting, there was at that time a balance in hands of 
£596 3s. Id. During the past year, a sum of £300 has been contributed chiefly by 
congregational collections. There is, therefore at present in your Treasury about 
£900.

From this brief statement of the details of business, the Synod will reudily per­
ceive, that there is little connected with our Foreign Mission of which wc have reason 
to congratulate ourselves. Has not the way of the Church in this matter been much 
hedged in ? No satisfactory response has been made to the Church’s call, “ Who 
will go for'us ?” To a greater extent than the circumstances of the people connected 
with our Church would warrant, there has been a withholding of the geld and silver 
which the Lord claims as H's own.

May we not very properly enquire, why arc these things so ? Have we, as a Church 
been resting on our own strength ? Are we, through a false economy, robbing God 
of the offerings which a recollection or experience of mercies or judgments should 
have prompted us to bring into the house of God ? Are wc in any measure beginning 
to fall short of those solemn and noble-hearted purposes to which we pledged our­
selves in former years? Has the unexpected failure of our first effort in the Indian 
field thrown us into despondency, rather than led us to heart-searchings respecting 
the motives by which we were influenced, and to humble but sincere purposes of greater 
devotedness ? To such conclusions, your Committee would not desire to come. They 
would judge charitably respecting the Church. They are fully satisfied that the 
people of our Church were, in many instances, influenced in contributing lees than 
in former years, or in not contributing at all, by the fact that a Foreign Mission Field 
had not been definitely selected, and that consequently there was no urgent demand for 
their pecuniary offerings. Again, the great pressure arising out of the distressed 
state of commerce and agriculture, will sufficiently account for smaller returns being 
made from several districts than formerly. And, besides, have we not reason to 
believe that the Great Head of the Church may be pleased to act towards Churches 

He does towards individuals? We frequently find that when God is about to 
employ Hie servants in the execution of some important work, He requires them previ­
ously to pass through much trial and affliction as a discipline calculated to glorify 
himself? And, on the same principle, may He not require a Church to pass through 
her trials of faith, when at the very same time He may be calling her to “ shake her­
self from the dust and loose herself from the bands of her neck ” that He may n abe 
h' r *• an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations ? ” As long as we have autho­
rity to believe that gn at difficulties and obstacles, instead of affording reasons for 
inactivity, furnish eufficimt warrant for putting forth even feeble efforts, provided 
tho-ie efforts correspond in some measure with the abilities of the parties concerned, 
and such a principle seems to be involved in such an expression as,1 curse ye Meroz, 
said the angel of ihe Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof ; because they 
came not to the help of the Lord.’to the help of the Lord against the mighty,”—so 
long ought the people of God to aim at ‘ tc cbing all nations.” And chiefly, ought 
the Church in her sevcal Cour's and Congregations to plead earnestly in prayer to 
her God and King, that He would *• have respect to Hi covenant,”—that. He would 
make the pillar of His guidance so apparent to His Church, that she would discern
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the pi ici-p in which she should make her enrampm<nts ; and th it, inasmuch a» *• the 
fields art-already white unto the harvtst,” He would *• tend forih faithful, divoa-d, 
and successful labouiers into His i arvest.”

Y-ur Committee have also to infoimthe Synod, that during the past year they 
have becu deprived of the services of th.- Rev. Donald Fra-er, the original Convener 
of the Committee, by his removal to inverne-s, Scotland. It is justly due to that 
brother, that this Cummiitee should embody in their Report a statement of their 
grateful recollcctiou of th- very zealous and faithful manner in which be attend, d to 
all matters connected with the Foreign Mission, and also an expression of their hope, 
V at in another portion of his Master’s Vineyard, he may be made eminently useful 
in extending and edifying the Kingdom of Christ.

Finally, your Committee would earnestly solicit the special attention of the Synod 
to the present state of your Foreign Mission, to the claims that a Westerly portion 
of our own continent has on our prayers and ministrations, and to those agencies, 
which as a Church, we should i mploy, to aid in the introduction of the period when 
“ The people which sat in darkness shall have s^en a great light ; and to them which 
sat in the region and shadow of death, light shall hav esprung up.”

(Signed) Thomas Lowry,
Toronto, June 16th, 1859. Convener.

REPORT OF WIDOWS’ FUND, FOR 1858-9.

During the year, the following have been the receipts, viz 
From Congregational collections....

“ Rates paid by Ministers..........
* Interest....................................
“ Principal falling due and paid

Balance at beginning of year............

i
i

$995 85 
7 CO 00 

1434 08 
378 30

3568 23 
2889 93

■
$6458 16

Of this sum the amount of $910 00 has been paid in annuities to Widows and 
Children, and the unusually large sum of $342 78, paid to ministers who have re­
signed their pastoral charges, aud are no longer in the service of the Church. (The 
names of these ministers arc Revs. Messrs. John McMurray, James Rogers, Samuel 
Young, William S. Ball, Donald Fraser, and Donald McLeod). There is a falling off 
in the amount of congregational collections, as might have been expected. There is 
also a falling off in the amount received from Ministers’ Rates. But both these 
sources of income will again increase. Last year the interest on one investment was 
paid up in advance to the end of this year, thereby making the amount for interest 
last year larger, and for this year smaller than it would otherwise have been.

There is no increase in the number of annuitants.<

William Rkii>.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON A FUND FOR AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS

The Committee beg to Report that they have held two meetings to deliberate on 
the subject entrusted to them, but have not thought it expedient in the present 
depressed state of the country to recommend the addition of another scheme to those 
already claiming the attention of the Church. Deeply impressed, however, with the 
great need of action being taken as speedily as practicable, they have agreed to sub­
mit to the Synod the following statements : —

That the provision may be made for aged and infirm Ministers in two ways, either 
by the establishment of a fund, such as the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, the interest 
of which-would annually be expended; or to take up a collection annually, or bi- 
annually, as may be required, and that the money thus accruing, shall be paid to 
those who may be considered as entitled to aid.

«
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The former plan would undoubtedly be the more satisfactory, on account of its 
permanency and superiority to the evil effects of caprice or accidental circumstances 
beyond the control of the Church ; but ou the other hand, the latter plan seems to be 
the more simple and more readily available.

The principles on which a scheme may be foimed were to some extent considered, 
when it was proposed, that no Minister should be put upon the Fund who has not 
been a Minister in this Church for at least five years, and that a graduated scale of 
distribution, according to the length of service lie adopted ; and further, that Congre­
gations whose Ministers are put upon the Fluid will be expected or required to con­
tribute towards their support, according as may be determined by a Committee to 
whom that duty shall be entrusted.

The regulations which may be necessary for establishing and administering such 
fund, the Committee is not prepared to submit. They would, however, suggest the 
propriety of re-appointing the Committee with instructions to mature a scheme to be 
submitted to next Synod.

They would also suggest, that the Synod appoint one of the quarterly collections 
to be devoted to this object, leaving it for a future Synod to determine whether the 
money thus accruing shall hie reserved as the nucleus of a permanent fund, or should 
it be required, shall be partially distributed.

All which is respectfully submitted.

Toronto, 17th June, 1859.
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William Gkkoo,
IConvener.

'tREPORT OF COMMITTEE ON UNION. i
»

The Committee on Union beg have to report that, they met with the Committee of 
United Presbyterian Church at Toronto, on the eighteenth day of August last, and 
continued their deliberations during that and the following day.

There were present on behalf of the United Presbyterian Church, Dr. William Tay­
lor, (Convener,) Dr. Jennings, Messrs. Thornton, Kennedy, Aitkins, Skinner, and 
Gibson, Ministers.

On behalf of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, there appeared Messrs. Ure, 
(Convener,) Scott, Fraser, Gregg, Ross, and Laing, Ministers ; Messrs. Jeffrey, and 
Heron, Elders.

The Rev. W. Aitkins was called to the chair.
The Conveners laid on the table their instructions from their respective Synods.
The Committee proceeded to frame a “ Basis of Union,” and came to a unanimous 

agreement on the following articles : —

1
I1

I

I. Op Holt Scripture.—“ That the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, 
being the inspired Word of God, arc the Supreme and infallible rule of faith and life.

II. Ok tiie Subordinate Standards.—*• That the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
with the Larger and Shorter Catechisms are received by the Church as her Subordi­
nate Standards, and as exhibiting the sense in which the Holy Scripture is to be 
understood.

“ But whereas, certain sections of the said Confession of Faith, which treat of the 
power or duty of the Civil Magistrate, have been objected to, as teaching principles 
adverse both to the rights of private judgment in religious matters, and to the prero­
gatives which Christ has vested in His Church, it is to be understood :

(1.) “ That no interpretation of these Sections is held by this Church, which would 
interfere with the fullest forbearance as to any differences of opinion which may 
prevail, on the question of the endowment of the Church by the State.

(2.) *• That no interpretation of these Sections can be received by this Church which 
would accord to the State any authority to violate that liberty of conscience and 
right of private judgment, which are asserted in chap. XX. sec. 2., of the Confession, 
and in accordance with the statements of which, this Church holds that every person 
ought to be at full liberty to search the Scriptures for himself, and to follow out 
what he conscientiously believes to be the teaching of Scripture, without l#f or hin­
drance.

i

J

I
i



ir\

1859.] 47MINUTES OP THE SYNOD AT TORONTO.

(S.) “That no interpretation of these Sections can be received by thil Chtrch 
which would admit of any interference on the part of the State with the spiritual 
independence of the Church, as set forth in chap. XXX. of the Confession.

III. Of the Headship of Christ over the Church. “ That the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the only King and Head of His Church ; that He has made her free irom all 
external or secular authority in the administration of her affairs, and that she is 
bound to assert and defend this liberty to the utmost, and ought not to enter into any 
such engagements with any party as would be prejudicial thereto.

IV. Of the Headship of Christ over the Nations, and the Dutv of the Civil. 
Magistrate.—“ That the Lord Jesus Christ, as Mediator, is invested with universal 
Sovereignty, and is therefore King of Nations ; and that all men, in every capacity 
and relation are bound to obey His will as revealed in His word ; and particularly, 
that the Civil Magistrate, (including under this term all who are ip any way concern­
ed in the Legislative or Administrative action of the State,) is bound to regulate his 
oflicial procedure as well as his personal conduct, by the revealed will of Christ, to 
bow to the authority of Christ as King of Nations, and conduct his whole administra­
tion according to the dictates of the word of God, while he does not interfere with 
the religious liberty of individuals, and has respect to their conscientious convictions

V. Of Church Government.—“ That the system of polity exhibited in the ‘ West­
minster Form of Government,’ in so far as it lays down the principles of a plurality 
of Elders for each congregation ; the official equality of Presbyters who minister in 
word and doctrine without any officers in the Church superior in said Presbyters ; 
and the unity of the Church in a due subordination of a smaller part to a larger and 
of a larger to the whole, in the government of this Chnrcli, and is in the general 
features of it, herein set forth, believed by this Church to be founded on and agreeable 
to the word of God.

VI. Of Worship.—“ That the ordinances of worship shall be administered in this 
Church, as they have heretofore been by the respective bodies of which it is com­
posed, in a general accordance with the directions contained in the Westminster 
Directory of Worship.”

Such is the statement of principles and articles which the Commitees drew up, and 
which they agreed to submit to their respective Synods as a basis of Union.

There are two notes in relation to Article IV., which were presented by the Com­
mittee of the United Presbyterian Church, and which at their request were inserted in 
the minutes of the procedure of the joint Committee. It is to be understood, however, 
that these notes form no part of the proposed basis. They were submitted not as 
additions to the foregoing articles, but with the two-fold view of endeavouring to 
remove misapprehensions as to the position which had heretofore been assumed by 
the United Presbyterian Church on the subject of Christ’s Headship over the nations ; 
and next, to protect the Committee of that Church from any charge of having 
exceeeded their instructions. The following are the notes on the article referred to :

1. “ That the first part of it (Article IV.) having relation to Christ’s Headship over 
the Nations, has always been one of the things most surely believed ami most firmly 
maintained by the United Presbyterian Church, while at the same time, she has con­
stantly and carefully guarded against the practical inference drawn from it by 
that Christ as King of Nations delegates His power to earthly kings that they are 
in any sense his vicegerents, or that magisterial interference in matters purely of a 
religious nature is a medium through which Christ exercises the authority with 
wrdch as King of Nations He is invested.

2. “ That the second part of this article having refercncu to the duty of the Civil
Magistrate, is to be understood as simply expressing what the Committee of the United 
Presbyterian Church believe to be the general sentiments held by that Church on the 
subject, for no declaration of sentiment regarding it has been required by her as a 
term of communion, and their instructions forbid their acknowledging it now in that 
character.” All of which is respectfully submitted,

I
*

some,

Robert Urb,
Convener.
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report of the committee on the state of religion.

Your Committee Lave no special inform to t^2°drSS3

to the state of ïkligion in-“Je Snod’i attention to the-subject, rather than as a 
merely as a means ot calling the^.v“ , , . , t vear?s Rep0rt the substance of
channel of inlormation. There were ,• Queries on points connected with
answers, from corresponding exercises at the

presented, showed that all the ordinal y mee g • Presbyteries, sermon was

<* f-miU=,b, theElders,and tb> 

simply endeavoured to ascertain how f“ the rec m ,tmt tw0 additional Presby-

bounds have been so visited during the p' y R’ tjn„ the nature of the visi- 
intended, will be viplt®d.(^rp ^ V‘et^U ot" (^iy ascertain the state of the congrega­
tion, he remarks that, the PresW^ïdiKt enquiry into the state of religion, 
tion in respect to tempamUtiea,Jmjm ,K ations1have been visited during the
In the Presbytery of London eighteen c g 8 .. work tkat the result
year, and the corresponding member states m relation 1 ^ good has
on the whole has been satTrfact."7. ™d tbatjn 2 “ connection with the 
accrued. The practice also of ha\ g Ç . t 0 additional Presbyteries,

SngbL four Presbyteries to bit, to which

S”».*o»ü«ir.îsr~rre“ib»» pKwi»”»* 10 tuc of 8encml

M) '*

“uS£&t. to.mdenc.-r «ring »«g«tojn« dXto.putt

dees not appear to be anything specii . ^^ and ordinances with His blessing.
year that the Lord is accompanyî g additions than usual to the number of Several congregations kfn2jXlLita in some instances, have been 
communicants, and a great proportion which evince the work of the
from among the young, attend^ with mrcn^ces wmcn spiritual life of
Spirit of Godin their hearts. JuS humility and earnest prayer to
the Church in general «» ^l^ÆfïiSe And this matter ought the more to

str.SeSÆS^tobef
^“ÏWri'eM «b«m Stoetotori wclferc of ou, Canadien Chnrcb ought to be 

•’TblclitmUtS *« “• mlud of the Synod,
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the sad indications that appear in the social condition of our country, of- an advanc­
ing immorality. The many instances of recklessness and dishonesty in business 
transactions—the serious accidents that are ever occurring from the prevalence of 
drunkenness—the boldness with which profanity is practised—and the many cases of 
murder that have lately taken place—seem to prove a want of vitality in the Christian 
Church, and a failure on her part to approve herself as the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth.

And as the government and training observed in the family, have a special influ­
ence in forming the character of society, as well as in maintaining true religion in 
the Church, your Committee would conclude by recommending, that a pastoral letter, 
bearing specially on the subject of family religion, be prepared by the Synod, and 
besides being published in the Record, be read from the pulpits of the Church.

John Scott,
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Convener.

IREPORT OF HOME MISSION COMMITTEE, 1858-9.

In presenting their Annual Report the Home Mission Committee would express 
their gratitude to God that, notwithsanding the difficulties which have pressed during 
i he past year, with peculiar weight, on young and unconsolidated Mission Stations, the 
work has nevertheless been extending. Fewer demands for Missionaries have been made 
than in some former years ; but the Committee believe that the gradual development 
of the Home Mission work has not been seriously retarded, and they are of opinion 
that the past and present difficulties have had, and will have the effect of leading the 
Presbyteries and the Stations themselves to the employment of more systematic 
means in carrying on their operations.

The following is a statement of the laborers employed in Home Mission operations 
throughout the bounds of the different Presbyteries. At the meeting of the Commit 
tee in the beginning of October, the following distribution was made, viz : To the 
Presbytery of London, 4 ; Hamilton, 4 ; Toronto, 4 ; Cobourg, 1 ; Kingston, 2 ; 
Brockville, 1 ; Ottawa, 2 : Montreal, 4.

And at the meeting in the beginning of April, the following distribution was made, 
s : To London, 7 ; Hamilton, 5 ; Toronto, 10 ; Cobourg, 1 ; Kingston, 2 ; Brock­

ville, 2 ; Ottawa, 3 ; Montreal, 7. Of these, 14 were probationers and 23 students.
During the year, the following settlements have taken place, viz :
Presbytery of London—
Hamilton—Four, viz : Rev. J. Murray, at Grimsby ; Rev. A. Grant, at Owen's 

Soundj; Rev. J. Cameron, at Derby and Sullivan ; and Rev. W. Park, at Durham.
Toronto—One, viz : Rev. James Stewart, at Oro—not including the settlement of 

Rev. A. Topp, of Knox’s Church, Toronto.
Cobourg—0.
Kingston—One, viz : the Rev. Robert C. Swinton, at Picton.
Brockville—0.
Ottawa—Four, viz : Rev. J. Whyte, at Osgoode : Rev. W. McKenzie, at Ramsay 

Rev. J. McKinnon, at Beckwith, and Goulbum ; and Rev. S. C. Fraser, at White 
Lake.

Montreal—Three, viz : Rev. John Milloy, at Lingwick ; Rev. Adam F. McQueen, at 
Kenyon ; and Rev. John McKay, at Richmond.

We proceed next to give a general statement of the vacancies and Mission stations 
in the several Presbyteries :—

London.—Within the bounds of this Presbytery there are at present four vacant 
congregations. These are Amherstburg, Knox Church Woodstock, Port Stanley, and 
Saugeen. The first named has been vacant since the translation of Mr. McLaren to 
Boston, the second since Mr. Ball’s resignation and acceptance of the Agency of the
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I

. UDner Canada Bible Society, the third and fourth have been lately rendered vacant '

the oversight of the membeiu These Stations are
1. Chalmer’s Church, Dunwich. 5. Ashfield and Huron.
2 Yarmouth and Belmont. 6. Kincardine.

!: saaf25ffi£ l K& ■»«-. .
theiacrament of the Lord’s Supper being regularly dispensed «nee a year. Thes
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of worship, either erected or in process of being erected. These stations are
4. Downie.
5. Moruington Line.
6. Port Elgin.
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atter1. Maidstone and Mersea.

2. Wallaceburgh.
3. Wardsville and Newbury. M<1
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is not essential. . .

Seven stations are self-sustaining.
Fund, and some of them are almost entirely sustained from it.

Hamilton.—Four vacant Congregations, viz., Guelph,—Wellesley, Niagara,— 
n «mind Beside these there arc six organized stations, viz., Durham, Moun
Fowes^—Arthur,—Mintor-Walsiogbam, aud

are labouring at present within the bounds of this Presbytery.
Toronto.—Within the bounds of this Presbytery there axe the foilowtng va««t

sssssa - eGrrsr w&a Mas*,*
6. Modo M, W„, -d

o£r:r»;. zzzsz——-,

hffiSSSSs3Hs@!s»BSs^
the direction of settled Ministers. . _ ,.n

The Sabbath attendance at all the Stations is as nearly as can be ascertained 3,250. 
The number of members in lull communion do. 746.
The number of families 974.
The number of Elders SO.
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Il•v.-qq ,Nine Sabbath Schools are reported,—33 Teachers and 312 pupils.
Six stations report meetings on Sabbath when there is no preaching.
Nine stations report weekly prayer meetings held.
At thirteen stations Churches have been built.

owing by the Home Mission has been reduced from about $800 to less
The debt

tbCoBo?RG.-The Mission field of this Presbytery is very limited. The only «talions 
are Bethesda Church and Alnwick, which are now prepared to call and sustain 
Minister There are two Missionaries at present employed.

Kingston—In this Presbytery there is at present one vacant Congregation^ 
ronsecon and one group of Mission Stations in the neighbourhood ot 

Kingston, where it is hoped a Pastor may soon be settled. Two Missionaries are 
employed at present by this Presbytery.

RROCKVILLE —In this Presbytery there are at present two Mission fields, viz.. 1. 
LvnTnd Yonge. 2. Mirrickville Both of these places are likely soon to have 
settled Pastors. There are two Missionaries at present employed.

Ottawa —In this Presbytery there are two vacant Congregations, viz. : Cumber- 
Unfllnd Renfrew There are two or three stations requiring supply, but they are 
not vet organized. It is hoped, now that a number of settlements have taken place 
in vacant8Congregations, that the Presbytery may be able to give more especial 
attention tothemmyingfield. There are two Missionaries at present employed.

Montreal —In this Presbytery there are five vacant Congregations : Martintown 
and °WBUamstown; Winchester and Bates’ Corner; Laguerre; Osnabrück ; and 
WUliamsburgh ; besides Cote-street Church, Montreal. There are three Mission

hundred Dounds per annum, for three years, for the special benefit of Stations which 
enjoyed a stated Ministry/The first year's allowance has been received, 

grant was made on the special recommendation of the Rev. W. McClure, and th

«« no. «.mil of .hoir

which sum will be available for meeting part of the charges of the present year.
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» DRto Bite*.-It will be borne in mind that at the late meeting of the Synod, Mr. 
McTaviBh was appointed to proceed to Red River to visit and encourage Mr. Black 
and bis flock, who have been for many years earnestly pleading for a visit from a 
Miuister of experience and weight. Circumstances prevented Mr. McTavish from 
proceeding to Red River last year, in accordance with his appointment. But at the 
recent meeting of the Home "Mission Committee, in April, it was again agreed to 
request Mr. McTavish to proceed to Red River, to strengthen the hands of Mr. Black, 
and to make inquiries as to the practicability of a Mission to the aborigines.. The 
Committee again ask the sanction of Synod to this appointment, believing that in the 
present circumstances of the North West, and in view of the increasing intercourse 
between Canada and the Red River settlement, such a Mission would be productive 
of great good. As Mr. Black is most desirous, both on account of the health of Mrs. 
Black and other considerations, to visit Canada and the United States, where his 
friends reside, it would be most desirable that a young man could accompany Mr. 
McTavish and remain until the opening of navigation next Spring.

Your Committee would, in conclusion, again place before the minds of the Synod 
the great truth, that the special wotk which the Church in this land appears called 
upon to prosecute is the work of Home Missions. May the Great Head of the 
Church, by the special out-pouring of His Spirit greatly increase our zeal. May He 
rulsc up many faithful and devoted labourers, and grant that through the means and 
agencies employed by us many may be added to the Church of such as shall be saved.

William Reid,
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REPORT OF BUXTON MISSION.

In presenting the ninth Annual Report of the Buxton Mission, the Committee feel 
deeply grateful to the great head of the Church for the measure of success vouch­
safed to it during the past year. Although there have been some difficulties of a 
peculiar nature to contend with, still the progress has been onward. The failure of 
the crops for two years in succession has pressed hard on the settlers. The first year 
was not so much felt, but last year the struggle for food has been such that very 
little of their scanty earnings could go for clothing. The Committee, on visiting the 
different parts of the settlement, met with a number of families, where neither parents 
nor children were able to attend cither the Church or school, for want of proper 
clothing. Still the people were neither disheartened nor discouraged, but were look­
ing forward to the future with the hope that the coming harvest, which there had the 
prospect of being good, would release them from their difficulties.

The number of families in the settlement and living near it, amount to between 
two and three hundred. Of these, thirty-two belong to the Presbyterian Church ; of 
the rest about sixty families belong to the Methodists and Baptists, who have estab­
lished separate churches : the remainder belong to no communion, but occasionally 
go to the Mission Church. The attendance on Sabbath varies from 120 to 200, 
according to the weather and state of the roads,—some having to come from six to 
seven miles on bad roads. The number of communicants is sixty. These have 
nearly all been gathered in since the Mission was established. Three years ago the 
first convert from among the youths trained in the Mission school was received into 
the Church ; at every communie n season since a few more have been added. The 
number of such at present is twelve. Since the last Report the Lord’s Supper has 
been dispensed twice, and on each occasion six members were added to the Church, 
four of these were received on certificate and eight by examination. The Church is 
regularly organized, with a full staff of office-bearers, four Elders and four Deacons. 
The settlement has been divided into Districts, and an Elder and a Deacon appointed 
to each District. They have visited regularly all the families in their respective
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I Districts during the past year, and have been well received. The Sabbath school In 
connection with these churches is in successful operation, Mr. Thompson, the teacher 
iu the day school being Superintendent. The number of pupils on the Roll, is 80, 
and the average attendance 60. A number of children who might be at the Sabbath 
school were unable to attend, especially during the winter, for want of proper cloth­
ing ; some of them live at such a distance from the school that they scarcely 
attend, unless in good weather. To accommodate those who live at a distance, 
another Sabbath school was opened two years ago, in the north part of the settle­
ment ; it is attended by 25 pupils, and is open six months in the year.

To encourage a Missionary spirit, the children in the Sabbath school have formed 
a Missionary Society, take up a collection in the school every Sabbath, and send 
their annual contributions, which amounted, last year, to ten dollars, to the Calabar 
Mission on the coast of Africa.

The Committee spent a portion of the time in examining the day school, and were 
highly pleased wi'h the mode of teaching and the proficiency of the scholars. The 
number enrolled is 90, the average attendance 60. The branches taught are Reading, 
Writing, Arithmetic, English Grammar, and Geography, besides Classics and Mathe­
matics. All the pupils read every morning and evening, a portion of the Scriptures, 
on which the teacher examines them as a religious exercise. The Shorter Catechism 
is taught in connection with the Bible, and most of the pupils who have been a length 
of time at the school can repeat the Catechism ; all have received religious instruc­
tion. The Committee on examining the pupils on the Scriptures, found that they 
had acquired considerable Scriptural knowledge, and gave answers readily and cor­
rectly to the questions put. The Committee also examined the pupils in English 
Grammar, Geography, and Latin, in all these branches they appeared to have been 
thoroughly taught. Some of the pupils studying Classics and Mathematics intend to 
enter College as soon as they can be prepared, but unless a Bursary Fund can be 
obtained to support them while there, they will not be able to enter, as nearly all of 
them are without means. One friend in Scotland, contributed last year, ten pounds, 
towards the formation of fund for the purpose of supporting students at the College, 
who intend to prosecute their studies with a view to the Ministry ; another, in 
Canada, has given five pounds for the same purpose. It is to be hoped that by 
another year a fund will be obtained by the liberality of friends, sufficiently large to 
support, at least, one student at College.

It should be mentioned that a grant of fifty pounds, sterling, has been made by the 
Mission Board of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, for the general purposes of the 
Mission. ...

All the people in the settlement have to struggle hard for their support, and the 
payment of their lands, and can afford to pay but little for the support of the Gos­
pel, and the education of their children ; still they endeavour to do something ; v hen 
their lands are all paid for, which will be in the course of three or four years, they 
will, in a great measure be self-supporting, till then the Mission must depend almost 
entirely on the Synod for support. But as many warm friends of the Mission in 
Ireland, Scotland, and the United States, have expressed their willingness to aid the 
Mission, and already have given substantial tokens of the interest which they take in 
it, the Committee would recommend the 'tSyuod to send an Agent to Great Britain 
and Ireland during the present summer, to raise funds to aid in carrying on the Mis­
sion. A collection is taken up every Sabbath in the congregation, they also contri- 
bute to all the schemes of the Church 5 although the contributions are small, still the 
habit of giving systematically is being formed, and it is hoped that as the means 
increases their liberality will increase. The total contributions during the last year 
were eighty-four dollars. .... ... . .

The scholars attending the day school can pay but little towards the support of the 
Teacher, they can scarcely procure proper clothing and books. The Committee 
appointed by the Synod two years ago, to visit Buxton, recommended that the 
Teacher should be allowed $300 annually from the Synod, and to depend on 
and Government grant for the balance of his salary, but no specific understanding
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'
had been come to with the Teacher, and as the fees and Government grant-only 
amounted
than the salary promised in his first engagement, air. inomson proposes to wute 
last year, and this respectively, from the Synod, $400, and after the present year 
take $300 annually, as he expects in another year the fees will increase, so that the 
grant from the Synod can be reduced, this proposal the Committee would recommend 
the Synod to accept.

The buildings are all of a ver j
being comfortable. The Manse is „ _ ..
pense ; the church and school house are quite open in the sides and roof, the heavy 
rains in summer, and the drifting snow in winter easily pass through them ; they are 
not built on land belonging to the Synod. A park will be given to the Synod at any 
time in the square at Buxton, for the erection of the necessary buildings.

It is absolutely necessary that permanent and substantial buildings be erected as 
possible for the use of the Mission. Dr, Burns, and the Rev. William King, 

loot wnof hx7 t.iio Rviirwi tua x Com m î tttae to consider the best means

to eighty-sevgo dollars during the last year, one hundred and thirteen less 

o^tiTToitr from tho Svnnrl *400 and after the nresent vear to

temporary kind, and in winter are very far from 
a log cabin, erected by Mr. King at his own ex-

1

soon as
appointed last year by the Synod as a Committtee to consider the best means 

of obtaining funds for the erection of new buildings in connection with the Mission 
at Buxton. They have corresponded with parties in Great Britain and the United 
States, and have received from several quarters in Great Britain assurances that if an 
Agent can be sent over during the present summer, assistance can be obtained for 
the erection of buildings and carrying on the Mission efficiently.

The Committee would recommend the Synod to avail themselves of the liberal 
offer, and send the Rev. William King to Ireland, Scotland, and England, for the pur­
pose of raising funds to be applied in the erection of permanent buildings and other 
purposes connected with the efficient carrying on of the Mission.

were

I

W. Kino.

ABSTRACT OF ACCOUNTS OF VARIOUS SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH, 
FOR THE YEAR 1858-9.—AS EXAMINED AND AUDITED.

Abstract of College Account (Ordinary Fund,) for Financial Year 1858-9
Receipts.

To amount from Presbytery of London 
« « “ Hamilton..

Toronto ..
Cobourg...
Kingston .
Brockville 
Ottawa....
Montreal..

Sundry Donations.....

Dr.1859. $ 767 08 
1291 49 
1378 87 
366 07 
369 49 
153 37 
244 02 
897 55

May.
ititit

ititii

itau
u.i a
uati
nua

9 00aa
1569 72Balance

$7046 66

Cr.Disbursements.

Balance due last year................................................ • .................
By amount paid Professors on Account of Salary.......... 458o 10

<• « Mr. Willing, Fuel, Light and Attend’ce 200 00
“ Mr. Thompson for Tuition’..................... 40 00
“ Proportion of General Agent’s Salary . 250 00
“ Office Rent, Taxes, Fuel, Postage, Inci­

dental Expenses, Stationery, Sx....

May.

ii

U
U

80 00

_
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00
00
00
00
00
00

Statement of Bursary Fund for Financial ^ ear 1836 9.
Receipts.

Balance at Ihe beginning of the year..............................
To Cash per Mr. Spreull, from Miss Wright, Edinburgh
“ Mrs. Ball’s Bible Class, Woodstock..........................
“ Galt Female Association............................................
« Per Mrs. Esson, for H. Esson, Bursary....................
“ Isaac Buchanan, Esq., M. P. P....................................
“ Saltfleet, ........................................................................

Interest.......... ..................................................

$1187 90
Cn.Disbursements.

By amount paid for work done on roof of College Building _
<i u « Sundry small Accounts, Fence and Glazing.

“ Insurance on Building...................................
« Interest on Purchase Money still due............

“ Balance at beginning of the year...........................................

$190 26 
17 38 
76 00«

66
60

Disbursements.
Bursaries awarded to Students after comparative trial, viz : 

D. H. Fletcher 
A. Traver....
J. Ferguson ..
K. McDonald .
John Morrison

$20 00 
30 00 
24 00 
10 00 
16 00

$ 90 00

$1092 64v.

$1187 90
The amount unpaid on original purchase money is £2678—$10612, this is due in 

January, 1862.

Abstract of Account College Building Fund for Financial Year 1858-9.
Dr.

To amount from Presbytery of London 
a a « Hamilton

Toronto..,
Cobourg ..
Kingston 
Brockville 
Ottawa....
Montreal .

$118 25 
60 00 
14 U0 
20 00 
27 00 
36 05 

154 00 
47 00

721 60 1187 90

ttit
itu
ittt
utt
a
u

Balance due at date

$7046 66
Balance now due.......................................................................... 72

The above statement does not include the sum of $2000, being legacy of late J. 
Gibb, Esq.

^ruoo n^'id os i 
. i •* -- b-jfnoom/

87 48 v ’ 
50 00

« Sundry Accounts. Insurance on Libra­
ry, Printing, Advertising, and Re­
pairs ...................................•••••••

« As Interest Credited to Widows’ Fund.
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155 50 
65 00 
60 00 

722 14

Bursaries given in special circumstances to assist Students
Fees of Students attending Mr. Wickeon..............................
Sundry sums advanced to Students........................................

Balance in hand........................................

$1092 64

Abstract or Buxton Mission and Synod Fond Accounts, for Year 1858-9.
Receipts.

Dr1858.
To amount from Presbytery of London 

» “ “ Hamilton.
Toronto .. 
Cobourg .. 
Kingston . 
Brockville 
Ottawa... 
Montreal .

$239 35 
275 32 
304 44 
122 66 
84 26 
58 30 
83 87 

233 60

H
H

i i

$1401 80 
1016 14 
506 69

“ J. Thompson’s legacy, appropriated by Synod, 
Balance....................................

$2924 53
Cr.Contra.

By Buxton Mission, viz :
Rev. W. King, balance for former year 

“ “ on account of Salary ..
Mr. George Thompson, Teacher, in all

$100 00 
544 15 
521 00

$1165 15
Synodical Expenses, viz :
Sundry Expenses at Hamilton, 1858 ............
Printing Minutes, with Statistical Tables, &c
Sundry Accounts for Advertising..................
Proportion of Salary of General Agent........

“ Office Expenses, including Rent, Taxes, Fuel, 
Postage, Stationery, &c.....................................................

23 25 
266 75 

11 70 
600 00

80 00
$981 70 

777 68Balance due last year

$2924 53

Abstract of Widows’ Fund Account for Year 1858-9. 
Receipts.

$173 67 
185 79 
140 76
70 81 
56 27 
54 00
71 30 

243 25

To amount from Presbytery of London,
“ “ “ Hamilton.,

Toronto... 
Cobourg ., 
Kingston . 
Brockville 
Ottawa .. 
Montreal.

- ,i
tiit

untt
uittt
ttitit
ititit

$995 00 
760 60Rates paid by Ministers•i
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.................. 1434 08
.........  378 30

.................... 2889 93

Interest received................................
Principal falling due and paid........
Balance at the beginning of the year

$6458 16

Disbursements.
.. $342 78 

... 91000 

... 2038 90 

... 250 00

By amount of rates repaid to Ministers 
“ “ Annuities paid Widows of Ministers ..

Purchase of Debentures........................
“ Proportion of Salary of General Agent 
“ “ Office Expenses, Rent, Taxes, Fuel, Postage, Sta­

tionary, and incidental expenses
U

80 00 
2236 48Balance for investment<<

$6458 16

Present State ok Fcnd.
£2230Amount invested in Mortgages 

“ “ Debentures
Balance in hand.........

3594
559

£6383 14 4 
$25535 26

1359.] MINUTES OF THE SYNOD AT TORONTO.

Abstract or Account of Ecclesiastical and Missionary Record, For Year 1858-9’

Receipt*.
$1495 94 

25 00 
96 42

Subscriptions received for “ Record” 
Amount received for advertisements .

Balance..............................

$1617 86

Abstract of Account of Foreign Mission, 1858-9.

Receipts.
Cr.Dr.1858.

June 1. Balance on hand at date.........................................
1859.
June 1. Bill of Exchange £100 sterling, remitted to Rev.

Geo. Stevenson, and lost..............................
St. Gabriel Street Church, Montreal.....................
Interest to date.........................................................
Amount from Rev. William Reid, $669 34, less 

discount $3 34.......................................................

$ 1931 33

488 88 
25 60 
45 45<1

666 00

$3157 26 
462 53

Total amount
In Rev. Wm. Reid’s hand.

$3619 79Total for Foreign Mission purposes
John Redpath,(Signed,)

Treasurer.
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■ -r vfiM ZTExpenditure.
64 00 • 

$1168 24 
15 00 

300 00

Balance to beginning of year .................................
To amount for Paper and Printing.........................
“ “ Distribution of “ Record ” in City
“ Proportion of Salary of General Agent...
« “ Office Expenses, including Rent, Taxes, Fuel, Postages,

Writing done in office, &c ....................................... 80 00

$1617 36
We hereby certify that we have examined the Accounts of the various Schemes of 

the Synod, compared Vouchers, and find the whole to^be correct.
J. McMdrrich, 
Thomas Dallas.Toronto, 13th June, 1859.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATISTICS

Your Committee, iu submitting this Report have to express regret that so far from 
being prepared to carry out the resolution passed at last meeting of Synod, to put 
the Report in a printed form, into the hands of the members of Synod, at the com­
mencement of its sittings, they have even been unable to make it more complete than 
it was last year. Almost the sole cause of this unfavourable result is the delay of 
individual ministers and Presbyteries in forwarding their Reports. They have, how­
ever, pleasure in expressing for the second time their high satisfaction with the com­
plete, carefully prepared, and business-like return from the Presbytery of Kingston, 
while at the same time the delay that occurred in transmitting the returns from all 
the other Presbyteries has proved both harassing and vexatious to your Committee.

Last year, out of 131 settled charges, 107 Reports were received, and about 24 
gave in no Report. This year, out of 137 settled charges, only 107 have given in 
returns, and 30 have failed, apart from 15 vacant charges, making a total of 45 (One 
or two returns have since been given in.)

The following statement will show in what Presbyteries the defaulters are to be 
found :—

In Presbytery of Montreal.—Kenyon, and English River. The 
latter sent in no return last year,..............................................................

In Presbytery of Ottawa.—Ramsay, Dalhousie, Pembroke, Mac- 
nab, and Horton. All these Congregations except Ramsay, were 
defaulters last year,......................................................................................

No return having been sent by the Presbytery Clerk, it had to be 
made up by the Committee.

In Presbytery of Brockville.—One. North Augusta, and Bur- 
ritt’s Rapids, which are properly speaking Stations,.............................

In Presbytery of Cobourg.—Cobonrg, Keene, and We it wood, ..
In Presbytery of Toronto.—West Oro, Weston. Union and Nor- 

val, York Mills and Fisherville, Bradford and West Gwillimbury.
Markham, Collingwood, Caledon, St. Vincent, Flos and Medonte, and 
Chingnacoosy, 12 against 7 last year,......................................................

Settled. Vacant.
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2771 87 152

1441 26 114

87( 62 171

92< 33 103

1511 56 242

2365 85 455

3974 283 550

2633 172 362

PRESBYTERIES.

Montreal,.. 

Ottawa,... 

Brockville, 

Kingston,.. 

Cobourg,.. 

Toronto,... 

Hamilton,. 

London,...

In Presbytery ok Hamilton.—Palis, Wellesly. Guelph, Galt, 
Wellington Square and Waterdown, Ovren Sound, (1st and 2nd Con­
gregations,) Niagara, Grimsby, and Sul livan,—10 against 6 last year.
The 3 first-named sent in no returns last year,....................................... 6

In Presbytery ok London.—Amh'irstburgh, Clinton, Lobo and 
Carradoc, Maudaumin Mid Enniskillen, Mitchell, Moore, North East- 
hope, Plympton, Port Stanley, Sr. Mary’s, Saugeen, Wallaceton and
Currie Road, Thamesferd, and Blandford. The last-named transmitted
no return last year,...................................................................................... 11

I .

30 15Total
From this statement, it is evidenf; that we are increasing in irregularity. And 

while there has been an improvement; in the more easterly Presbyteries, in the three

from 6 to 10 ; and in that of London, from 2 to 14 ; an increase of irregularity that 
could scarcely have been expected from a young and energetic Presbytery.

While making every allowance for vacant and newly settled charges, your Com­
mittee feel bound to state that much irregularity must prevail in this matter, and 
unless greater attention be given by Ministers and Presbyteries to this subject, 
Statistics must become unworthy of c onfidence.

In the following table, a few of the chief items may be seen at a glance

our

Total this Year,... 143 16485 79:

915 431 1512

199 180 620

135 155 425

53 134 719

174 540120

6831122178

1620 413 2041

1827404 402

2924 2572 8806
e

\
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The réal increase in the number of Ministers is fi, but if we take into account the 
number of resignations, the gross increase would be about 12. There were present at 
Synod last year 99 ministers, and 61 elders ; this year there are 109 ministers and 58 
elders, making a total of 167,—a fact which shows an increase of 10 ministers, but a 
falling off in the attendance of elders. All the ministers in each of the Presbyteries 
of Hamilton and Toronto, were present, except one. The actual increase in member­
ship, as based on the columns of admission is 2149, by deducting from which 793 
cases of diminution, the real gain is 1356, though there is a difference of 800 
between this and the number of members reported last year. This is to be accounted 
for by the defaulting congregations being different this vear from those of last year. 
The largest increase has been in the Presbyterie s of Hamilton and Toronto.

It is distressing to notice an apparent decrease in the numbers attending prayer- 
meetings and Sabbath Schools, being respectively, 2924, against 3832 last year, (a 
diminished attendance of fully 900,) and 8806 against 9128 of last year. We how­
ever find 2572 reported as attending Bible classes, against 1413 of last year. 
Your Committee hope that the smaller attendance at the prayer-meetings does not 
indicate a decay of vital piety ; but the fact at least calls for faithful and fre­
quent heart-searching on the part of office-bearers and members. 1 he column 
recording Baptisms is interesting as showing the number receiving that sacred ordi­
nance, and important by pointing out to Sessions the duty of keeping correct records 
of such events. The column giving the number of elders is also of consequence, 
by pointing out the numerous band of able am I self-denying co-laborers, who are 
gathered round our ministers. Your Committee in connection with this would 
suggest an additional column for visitation by elders. The amount of average 
attendance may seem large —it was obtained by adding together the numbers 
attending forenoon, afternoon, and evening ; and as some congregations have only 
one diet of worship, and others three, by dividing by 2, a correct approximation 
may be obtained.

ùf

. *

Your Committee regret very much that they are unable to present this table in a 
perfect form ; but by adding one-sixth to each of the items to make up for the non­
reporting congregations, a pretty correct idea of i»ur actual numbers may be obtained 
and is now submitted. Ministers, 143 ; communicants, 20,000 ; gross increase, 2507. 
Real deducting dimiuution by death, «fcc. 975, 1532 ; prayer-meetings, fully 3000 : 
Baptisms, upwards of 2000 ; Elders, nearly 700'. Average attendance from 23 to 
25,000. An examination of this table shows that the largest number of communicants 
admitted during the year was in the Presbyteries of Hamilton, Toronto and London. 
The column for prayer-meetings seems to denote, that the Presbytery of Montreal 
eiyoys the great privilege of embodying the largest proportion of vital piety, within 
its bounds. Hamilton comes next, though at a considerable distance. The lowest in 
number in this respect is Kinsgton. It is well however to bear in mind that the weekly 
lecture is in many congregations partly a prayer-meeting. But do not statistics read 
to us in this respect a humbling lesson, and are they not calculated to stir us up to 
pray without ceasing ? Would to God that this wore the largest column in the return.

The greatest number of Baptisms was administered in the Presbyteries of Hamil­
ton and London. Montreal possesses the largest s taff of elders, and along with Ham­
ilton and London, has the largest number of the young under instruction.

Your Committee in next submitting their financial table, are unable from the reason 
previously given to lay a full statement before tint Synoi ; and notwithstanding the 
injunctions of last year, it will somewhat differ from the return of the agent.
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year, though considerably above Toronto, the next in order of liberality ; and it is near­
ly equalled by Montreal. The congregations that have made the largest contributions 
are Macnab Street Church, Hamilton, $6,171 93; Knox Church, Toronto, $5872, and 
Knox Church, Hamilton, $4,803. There appears to be a considerable falling off in 
the contributions of Coté Street Montreal, the highest contributor last year for ordi­
nary purposes The congregation actually contributing the largest amount is Peter 
borough, viz., $9415 59, but though the congregation has been liberal, considering 
its circumstances, a proportion of the above turn has been contributed by parties 
unconnected with the congregation.

The following table will show the respective contributions of this and last year for 
the five Synodical Schemes, Stipend, and Presbytery’s Home Mission Fund ’

TBill

i
1

College. F. C. M. B. S. K. Mis. W. F. Stipend, P. H. M
55,568 2568 
56,640 1997

1859.—5168 1129 1332 953 958 
1858.—3372 1090 1872 1305 830

'F

1
Increase
Deduct Building Fund, Decrease 332 39 540 352

1796 128 571
1072

Actual increase.. : $1464
It will be seen, that while there is a decrease in most of the schemes, two of the 

most important show an encouraging increase,—the College, and Presbytery’s Home 
Mission.

These, judging from their financial position, are justly regarded by our people 
the most important of all. It is gratifying to find an increase of more than $1400 in 
the College Fund ; but it is well to bear in mind that this increase is chiefly due to 
special efforts made by several congregations. The most liberal contributor to this 
all-important Institution is the Presbytery of Hamilton, though it is nearly approach­
ed by that ol Toronto, being $1331 and $1294 respectively. In the Presbytery of Lon­
don, however, there appears a considerable falling off. The congregation that has 
shown most liberality to this scheme, is Knox Church, Toronto, which gives $800.

The congregations that have not contributed to this important fund are the following 
(Several of these have since remitted) :— 6

lx the Presbytery of Montreal.—St. Sylvester, Richmond, Lachute
Kingston.............................................................................................

In the Presbytery of London—Mornington, St. Thomas, Stratford.
In the Presbytery of Hamilton.—Berlin, Woolwich, Walpole, and

Jarvis......................................................................................................
In the Presbytery of Toronto.—Barrie, Innistil, and Ëssâ.. ’ ‘ " " " " * '
In the Presbytery of Ottawa.—Perth, Aylmer, Nepean, Renfrei^ 

Osgonde, and Russell.............................................................................. 4

k
' I

' I
Uri

!

i

15
In the Presbytery of Kingston, there are no defaulting Congreg^Ens, and in the 

Presbyteries of Brockville and Cobourg, all the Congregations dping in returns 
have contributed to this scheme. This shows only « deficiency oTT5, as compared 
with 18 last year, but if you add those that make no return, you have a total of 68 
non-contributing Congregations, or fully one-third of our Church, and 14 more than 
last year. Your Committee, however, hope that Presbyteries will act as they deem 
most desirable with the defaulting Congregations within their bounds, and they would 
also urge upon the Syuod the necessity of the claims of the College being brought 
more prominently before the Home Mission Stations, with the view of their aiding an 
institution, in whose welfare they are so much interested. It would now seem that the 
special effort made for the Building Fund having been concluded, the ordinary 
Fund is gradually assuming larger proportions. It ie pleasing to find the Home
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!
Miwjon Fund growing bo vapidly, as it evinces an increasing interest in the Home 
Mission work. In 1857, this lund only amounted to $662, and this year it has 
reached $2528, having nearly quadrupled within three years.

There is a slight increase in the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, as well as in French 
Canadian Mission ; but a decrease in the other two schemes.

Your Committee regret to notice a slight decrease of $1072 in the Stipend Fund 
butas the distinction between stipend paid and promised, was not made last year’ 
the probability is that there is an actual increase.

It is distressing to find upwards of $9000 due to Ministers out of the stipend pro- 
inised to thorn —a sum that amounts to about one-sixth of their average income. This 
is a state of matters which should be inquired into by Presbyteries. The Presbytery 
. . . ®£ton 8ecms most deficient in this respect. The average stipend of each Min­
ister is $520 per annum. The average income in the Presbytery of Montreal is $636 
against $842 last year. In Ottawa $718. In Brockville $570. (The last two 
formed one Presbytery last year, with an average of $129.) In Kingston $665 
against $376 last year In Cobourg $124 against $402. In Toronto $701 against 
®40'In Hnmiiton $654 against $596. In London $521 against $436 last year. 
The Ministers of the Presbytery of Toronto have the highest average salary, and 
those of Cobourg, the lowest. The largest stipends, ($2000,) are given by Knox 
Church, Toronto, and Coté Street Church, Montreal. It would thus appear, that 
notwithstanding the commercial depression, the average salaries are somewhat higher 
than last year, except in the Presbytery of Montreal. On examining the returns sent, 
it would seem that 25 Ministers have received less than $400 of stipend during the 
past year. In Presbytery of Ottawa 1. In Presbytery of Toronto 1. In Presbytery 
of Brockville 2. In Presbytery of London 6. In Presbytery of Montreal 5. In Presby- 
ery of Cobourg 4. In Presbytery of Hamilton 6. Only 16 were reported last year, but 

this arises from the amount paid, as well as promised, being now entered. Considèr­
es the crisis through which the country is passing, the wonder is that more such cases 
have not been reported. 15 ministers in Presbytery of Hamilton.,—13 in Presby- 
in Pr°fi ^°ntreralAT:6 in Pfcsbytery of Cobourg,—6 in Presbytery of Brockville,—5 
in Presbytery of Ottawa,—12 in Presbytery of London,—10 in Presbytery of Toronto, 
and 2 in Presbytery of Kingston—in all 69, or about one half of the Ministers of our 

urch have received less than $600. The average contribution of each individual 
member is, for stipend, nearly $3.50, the same as last year, and for all other purposes 

f3’55’ as against $8 last year. Or adopting the basis of families, $5 for 
ipend fund, and about the same for general purposes have been contributed by 

each fanuiy. The average contribution of each member to the College has been
9n°nl3a-Cen s’ ag?ir)®t 2? last )'car i and estimating the actual membership at 
£0,000, this amount, if universally contributed, would provide for all the ordinary 
CoHege expenses. There is an apparent decrease of contributions to the amount of 
about $10,000, as compared with last year, which is to be accounted for by the ex-

’"eml *“■ »«<*

Apart from the Congregations neglecting to send returns, not a few have failed to 
take up collections for the several schemes.

: In the Presbytery of Ottawa, there have failed to contribute for the 
don” 1 Canadmn Mis8ion- 4 i Kingston 2 ; Toronto 2 ; Hamilton 3 ; Lon-
London^1011 ^un^’ Ottawa 2 ; Kingston i ; Toronto 2 ; Hamilton 2 ; 12

For Foreign Missions, Montreal 4 Ottawa Ï Brockvi'lie Ï; Kingston 4
Cobourg 1 ; Toronto 6; Hamilton 5; London 2..........................

Widows’ Fund 2, Ottawa 1 ; Cobourg 1 ; Toronto 3; Hamilton 5!\\\ 12
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This is considerably less than last year—yet if we take into account the defaulting 
Congregations, probably one-fourth neglect the collections appointed by Synod.

The entire sum reported as contributed for religious purposes is $118,921. This 
is considerably less than last year, which was $128,868. But adding one-sixth to 
the gross amount for defaulting Congregations, the total would be about $138,000 ; 
and if the amounts contributed to the British and Foreign, and Upper Canada Bible 
Societies, and to the funds of other denominations be taken into account, the actual 
sum will not fall short of $150,000.

On our Churches and Manses lies a debt of upwards of $80,000, and taking their 
value at $450,000, one-sixth remains as a load of debt. Taking the average interest at 
six per cent., the sum necessary to be raised to meet the interest, amounts to nearly 
$5000 a year, or as much as would erect a handsome rural church.

Your Committee, in conclusion, are of opinion that under the present mode of 
transmitting the returns, the irregularity has become chronic. For several years the 
same complaint has been made respecting the irregularity in forwarding the neces­
sary returns, and stringent resolutions have been again and again passed by the 
Synod, but apparently with little beneficial effect. Your Committee have, therefore, 
concluded that some change of plan is needed, and recommend to the Synod the fol­
lowing scheme :

1. That the year of the five Synodical schemes run from the 1st of June to the 31st 
of May, when the Agents’ books will be closed.

2. That the Agent’s books lx; so constructed, as to show at a glance the contribu­
tions to the aforesaid schemes from each Presbytery and Congregation, and that the 
financial statement be made up from these books.

3. That during the meeting of Synod the Agent enter the various sums which are 
then usually handed in by members of Synod, and make up, at the earliest period 
possible, a supplementary statement, so as to furnish a complete view of the financial 
condition of our Church.

4. That the year of the statistical return proper, run from the 1st January, to the 
31st December, and only contain the bona fide facts and figures comprised within the 
period specified—that returns be handed in to the Presbytery Clerks, on or before the 
15th January each year, and be by them transmitted to the Convener of this Com­
mittee, not later than the 31sl January.

5. That this return, fully completed) and accompanied by the usual Report of your 
Committee, and the financial statement of the five Synodical schemes, be put in a 
printed form into the hands of the members of Synod, at the opening of its sederunt.

All which is respectfully submitted.
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ERRATA.

Page 40.—iu list of Ordinations iu Presbytery of Hamilton, for “ Mr. John 
McMurray " read • Mr. John G. Murray."

Same page and paragraph—for “ ltith July " read “ 7th July.”
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