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;a.No. 60/6 VOTE ON QUESTION OF ALGERIA
{
w§~ Statement in the First Committee of the United Nations...

General Assembly by Mr. W.B. Nesbitt, Vice-~Chalrman
of the Canadian Delegation, on Tuesday, December 7, 1959.

......

We in the Canadian Delegation have been struck by the
strong note of unanimity of purpose which has inspired this year's
debate on the Algerian question. :

There has been wide recognition that an acceptable basis
for a solution has been established, and tribute has been paild to
the efforts being made to solve the practical difficulties which
Sti11 stand in the way of its application.

Opinion in the Committee has, however, been divided on

what, if anything, the United Nations can and should do to advance a
Solution,

We are not, of course, all agreed on whether the United
& Nations has a right or duty to perform on this issue, But we are
54 agreed that it would be tragic if anything were now to prevent the
developments toward a solution which are in progress.

i The question which we must, therefore, ask ourselves is
'3 whether our action here will indeed aid in the ardent and difficult
%% Search for a solution in which those directly concerned are now so
+8 Seriously and deeply engaged. Would the adoption of a resolution
8 Aaccelerate a splution which is so much desired? Or woild it disturd

1 d elica te balance of intere sts wlliCh now see e m ' ng e

W et This ending of the conflict and agreement on a definite
W i lement rest, in fact, in the hands of those directly concerned

1 Natican come from their 3udgment alone. Hence the most the United
B e ons could do would be to attempt to influence these judgments by
B g°rdin8 an opinion on how the issues should be resolved. A

rg cific resolution would, therefore, intentionally or unwittingly

vour one side or another - and this would amount to assuming the

i Tesponsibility of judgment which we_are neither
. Competent to exercisefm i authorized nor

You could say that this might. not be so, that a resolution

gg&&debe a balanced, non-partisan plea addressed‘%o all concerned to

1 thispirate in finding 4 solution, But given the clear signs that

B voula S Just what they are now ardently and actively trying to do,

B to tn iuch a resolution be meaningful? I submit it would add nothing

str €lr determination to continue in the search for a solution so
ongly dictated by their natural interests.,

At this critical stage when each side is convinced that it
i: ggi:g all it can in seeking agreement while protecting its
E Dogul ate interests and assuring the continuation of the necessary
eagilar support on which its authority is based, a resolution could
Yy increase rather than reduce the practicai difficulties of detaill

~ Which have yet to be cleared away t :
5] Dotwess than y to permit effective consultation
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1 In this situati
Trespo on, whatever ma
( thaﬁ ’Qgibiﬁtyfof the United Nations onytgist;‘gs;f;ewiabout the

“the solution Shiagy United Nations -action should bé tt is agreed

#in evidence th ch is now within sight. This has b o accelerate

‘when our debat20§ghout the debate. In the opinio een very much

' ‘Purposes and pr as revealed such wide agreement n of my Delegation,
‘and helpful agtgspects for a solution, it would n°€ ghe principles

~have the effect °? to adopt a resolution on this gt e a responsible

~ convinced that pn hemphasizing remaining differenc em which would

" the situation at c taction would complicate ratherei' We are

Imaking efforts t a time when we all know that th han simplify
Safeguard the 1eoifind a solution in peace and jﬁsi o el by

~ fore vote gitimate rights of all invol stice which will

against the resolution. olved., We shall there-
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