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Originagl Communications,

“POPULAR” MEDICAL LITERATURE.

BY DR. J. MUIR, ANTWERP, N.Y.

Among-tho «Book Noticos ” appearing in tho columns of &
g nowspaper published in ono of tho infand cities of this State, the
. following criticism attracts attention :—

© “Tr mur Docron Coes
I Uopo, M.D., M.RC.
Now York Physician. 2

and how o holp him. By Georgo
1. Rovisod, with additions by a
Vow York: G. 2. Putnam & Sons.

‘This is by no means such a-manual a3 an iatolligont Amori-
can physician wonld have written for American readers; it is
tho stilted and condescending justruction of a pompous British
doctor not overcultured himsolf, designed for thoe ignoraut, poor
and dirty, British work peoplo.

Despito all deavwbacks it has many holpful hints for those
who havo graco to bo preached to and who aro as yet very igno-
rant of tho common facts of hygieno and anatomy. Now lot
s0mo ono who knows how, mako us such a boolk as this ought to
havo boon.”

What the morits of tho  Manual ” so tronchantly handled may
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be, I cannot say; but one might consider himseif{safo in presuming
that the book really is a good ome, when a respoctable New
York physician is found willing to take upon himself the editor-
ship, and the ominent publishing firm of the Putnams assumes the
responsibility of its roprint. Two such parties we should cer-
tainly deem better qualified to-form:a correct judgment in regard
to the needs of the public, and the value of the produetion,
than tho very self-copplacent personage who so summarily dis-
misses it with.a flippant fling at the British Workman. Biit what
good grounds exist for the assumption our critic so conceitedly
enunciates? If his- contemptuous expressions refer to the
skilled artizans of Great Britain, I can assure him the individu-
als aspersed will generally be found to compare favorably with
the same class in the United States in point of education and

intelligenee. National Schools of Design,local Atheneums and.

Mechanic’s Institute s, have placed within their reach the means
of intellectual clevation ; nor have they been slow to turn to
good account the educational facilities thereby afforded. As
handicraftsmen, too, théy are the better workmen, more thor
oughly acquainted with their several trades,—the system of pro-
tracted .apprenticeships; prevalent in Europe, tending to make
.them s0. Too often the very self-satisfied spirit which causes
impatience of being' “prezched at,” (as-exhibited in the article
under notice)-—a defiant selfsufficiency which resists submission
to ins‘ruction, and is intolerant of restraint, subordination or
control, for anything like 2 reasonable period of time, causes the:
American learner to start ds a full-fledged mechanic before he
has eren fairly acquired the rudiments of his business. If, how*
ever, itis tlie unskilled Jaborer of the Old World who-is fntonded
to be characterized as “ignorant, poor and dirty,” itcannot b
denied that ¢ work peopls >’ of this-order, in all countries, to &

greater or less extont, exhibit these unhappy features—though

Ter s g N . e o
t'is not-to-be supposed that Di. Hope, or any other proféssional
man, could reasonably anticipate secuiing among such a very
extensive-audic*. % .

Yet, a'third aspect of tlio:case stggests itself; and the pro-

babilitios would seom to by Iargelyinits favor. Tlid-writer of the'
uupleasant Tanguage quoted, hasan appearance of seeking'to con>
vey theidea that the mass of # American readers” are exception-
ally well infornied inregard to “ hygice and anatomy;, &s com-
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parod with-the less: favornbly. crrcumstanced:pooplo.of othor-andt
oldor countrios. Let us cxmamino for a-moment this. much
vaunted suporiority. In ontering, teo, on a:considoration of-the:
claim-advanced, it may simplify mattors and'joad;.porhaps, tosa.
cloarer olucidation. of tho facts. of:the caso, ift we tako- first
glanco at tho sources.irom. which the-parties lauded may ‘be:
oxpeoted to have:derived:thorr information; and then advort: to:
the many. patent-ovidences of thewr having generally. profited.by
thoir “hygienic and anatomical” investigations. Tho vast
majority of. the: American - people are indobted to that excetlont:
nationnl institution—~tho District. School—for whatover eluca-
tional.attainmonts thoy may: happon-to possess. Tho schools.
bearing: that namo proseat a close bi to tho Canadi
Common Schools under tho Old Act. -“reading, writng andt
ciphering” constitating abuut.all thoy mim at'ymparting,—tho:
teachors, as. a- rule, being, 1n pont of loarn:ng,. but-a stop’ in
advance of their.pupils. Thoy-do a.noble worls, for-alj that, in.
placing. within.tho grasp of tho poorost tho koy of knowledga';
though I cannot forbear avahag myselt of the cpportumty- of
saying that the admirablo parish-schoot systom ot Scotland: is-
fax ahead of that which- obtmins 1n Canada or tho-UnitediStates.
In.neither of theso latter do wo find any attompt mado-to-iflu-
mioate the youthfal mind in rotation to.the matters treated of
by our.roviewer, and even if wo pursuo tho-vnquiry a stop fur-
thier, tho results aro nearly as unsausfuctory, for in the *“acado-
mies,” “seminarics,” and * soloct ~schools (so catled), but littls:
is-attempted. Indoed, we miglt extend our oxamination to much*
Taore pretentions institutions, and still: meot with-very littlo to-
roward our labor. In a fow of thom, no doubt,a:physiological
toxt-book of somo description, figures-on thowr hsts; but the
sta'y being wholly optional, and' not apparently popular, com-
paratively fow ongagoe:in at

But after all, is it not fairly within tho range of our ques-
tion'to ider.tho more adv: d schools o1-a siender minority?
What we aro sooking to-arrivo.at.is, whero'do tAe-masses obtain
thoir information io relation.to tho subjects stated? Certainly
0ot appreciably-in .any of tho « halls of learmng " to which
referonco has beon-made. To tho popular hiterature of tho day
must wo turn:for an answor to-our onquiry; and occupying the
Pprincipal-position (measuring importance by oxtent of diffusion),
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stands tho nowspapor. Many a houso throughout the United
States is barron of books, but somo “broad sfde " or.othor gon-
orally penctrates to oven tho romotest log-cabin. Daring tho
year an ional oxtract, of p blo character, from &
medical journal, may bo found in- tho paper taken,—glanced at,
howerer, only to bo forgotton; but week.aftor weelk thoro are
other things continually presented: which bear much melancholy
afterfruit, s wo shall sco boforo-wo closo this article. Loaving
out a fow’of tho leading city journals (anl only a very fow),
nearly the wholo of the remainder of tho public priats, moro
strietly mncoting the desigaation of news-papors, aro instruments
aiding in the porpetuation of every conceivable practico astago-
nistie to truo.hygicno, and vohicles through which the alrcady
provailing ignoranco in regard to.overything rolating to tho
application of physiological laws, is intonsificd and rendored
almost imponotrably donse. The very critique which serves us for
a textis sandwiched botween mondacious puffs of wandering
mountebacks who, as Magnotic Healors, Indian Horb Doctors,
Medical Clairvoyants, Analytical Physicians, and Heuling
Wediums devote their onergics to fleccing tho ignorant, and the
loathsomo announcements of abortionist ghouls, whouse murdor-
ous _proparations and appliances aro opunly hawked in the-bro.d
light of day, causiug thom to be so familiarly “ common,” as to
lead to their acceptanco as & matter of courso portion of tho
family sheet!  Less criminal only in degreo are-the thousand
and ono “patent” nostruw abomioations which crowd the
columns of almost overy papor, with thoir lyiog certificstes of
curc—not soldom accompaniod by the pressing recommendati:n
of “tho gentleman filling tho editoriul chair.” Often, these
vordors of so-called *proprictary romedios ' contrive to aug-
ment their sales by appending to their advertisoments extracts
from the United States Disponwatory, or other legitimate antho-
rity, speaking favorably, in certain conditions, of the carative
propertics of onc or uthor of the iugredionts of their compuunds,
and the vouchor of somo Analgtical Chemist altesting the harm-
lessness of thoir rublish is sometimesalso paraded to ovorcomo tho
seruples of the moro timid.  And not much more than what wo
bavo indicated, do Amorican roadors obtain from tho ordinary
Ameriean nowspaper—in the way of.a knowledge of “the com-
mon facts,” which a « British doctor " has-had-the hardihood to
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lay boforo them. But, i add to the sheets dovoted almost
aitogother to curront nows, thors 15 a ¢ periodical,” litorature in
many respeets of a‘much less objectionablo charactor. For the
most part tho botter magazines of this cluss do not accopt tho
diabolical notices of tho vampires of whom wo.have-beon spoak-
ing, but light skotohy articles of an ontertaining, moro than an
instructive nature, too often form thoir main attraction ; while
tho-less able, though.much more numerous and moro extensively
read, dopend on sensational stories of tho trashiest kind for

T with-thew mit of patrons. Aund here I-would
say that Ido oot ignoroe the excellont publications of the Messrs.
Harper, Putnam, Apploton, Lippincott, &c., though it 1 not to-
thom, or their sorials, that the peoplo go for wformation in
regard to tho-suby under d Wero, h , OvOry
pago thoy issuc roploto with just such matier, tho gonoral result
would nut be wmateraily atfected, as the more desirablo poriod-
icals would stifl boar a simular proportion to-tho comparatively
valucless ones, as did Gratiano's roasons : being liko “a grain of
wheat to a bushol of.chafl.”  As to books, ono would fail to dis-
cover in many- houscholds, works resembling inman’s Presorva-
tion of Health, Parke’s Practical- H)gxono. Chev:uso '3 Counsel to

Mothor's, or Miss Naghtingalo's hiots on Nurso
Trainiog. Productions of this kind do 1ot s nppmr to find much
favor, butan g s d {.ox1sts for hpenoy books of

“Domestioc Medicino, winch profess-to enable every man to
“doctor " himself. 1o all know tho slight esteem in which o
person is beld -who acts in ho capacity of his own legal adviser ;
but a greater folly 15 bis who tampers wath his own hoalth, und
officiously, with his ignorant-prescriptions, endangers tho lives of
a'l'whom he can influcnce.  Many of the works alluded to are
Published, suloly and only, for the glunfi of thewr pil
—partics wholly unksown to famo; others agam aro 1ssued in
the interest of sumo vbscuro * Medicat Insuituto” desirous-of
cbtaiuing nutuaiety, whilo men of one 1des, who have mounted
a-hobby and are bont on niding 1t to doath, aro tho producers of
quite « la,ge porcontage of the remaindor.  Thore is stitl yot
anothur svurco frum which tho peoplo derivo thorr knowledgo of
things “ hygionic aud anatomical.’. Tho “patont * medicino
men, “speeialists” of cvery buo, and propriotors of private
“enrativo " establishments, not contont with monopolizing th
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advortising colimns of the newspupers, gratiitcusly circulate. s
vast amount of printed.matter in.pamphlet, handbill, and.- poster
form. Almanaes, Recoipt Books, Tules, Anecdotes, and-ceven.
Primers for children, are tho shapos-scemingly deomed -most
effoctivo—osory alternate pago or paragraph boing dovoted to
matter.calculated fo advance the pecuniary. intorest of th>ir pub
lishers and-augment tho iisory of their unhappy dnpos. Millions
of-dollars- arc annually expended in ecattoring-this pornicious:
stuff broadeast throughont the land, it penctrates to almost
overy-houso, the- mails aro ludon with:tons of it, and nearly
overy rock, and fonce, and barn intho country, affords us woful
ovidence of the frighiful persistence cof theso unscrupulous traf
fickors in humau sufforing and- credulity. I-have indicated the-
“ popalar " sources of information—to what extont have the mass
of the peoplo *bottored the instruction 2" Tho teachings of
thicir. mentors of. the newspaper press havo cortainly not gono
anheeded.  Tho startling narratives of marvelous results: from
tho rfanipulations of itincrant- vagabonds so- prominently dis
played, have.induced a genoral bolief that often great things can
be accomplished-by-them, and plodding resident practitioners
of course, as & consequenco, are hold:in but little estimation,
from- thoit supposed ignoranco of tho moro cfficiont moans om-
ployed Ly theeo:Bohomians. A public sentiment is the result
which rofusus to ontrust. the treatment of diseaso solely to mon
of scientific attainments, and tho practico of modicino is-thrown
opon.to all who-chooss to dub thomselvos “doctors." An apt
illustration of tho state of thinga produced might be seon-in this
place, at the very momont I write these words: An -Indian—s
voritablo ahorigine—rcjoicing in the name-of *Dr. Maungwau-
dus,” and.arreyed in war paint and feathers,is holding at the
priocipal hotol, a.¢Joveo-for.the reception of the health seokers.”
Nor is it the poor or grossly ignorant who crawd tho “recoptions”
of pretonders liko this fellow.  Shrewd in imoney gotting, close
inbargoin-making, and prudent gonerally in most mattors, tod
many of what would be- considored the better grade, appear: to
beo-the-vericst babes inithings medical, and fsll an:easy prey-to
Enavcs ofovcry kind. Then, for almost.* overy.ill that flesh-is
heir to,” havo the peoplo-boon. rc['zonwdly assared-that there aro
certain and almost i dies, until an impati

of sufforing has beon-ongondered, whuh ronders it impossiblo for
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a practiti to treat ach mimont for 8 long period, 1n-a
eatisfactory manner.  Hance,.too the extonsivo domand. for-tho
multitude of Pa:n Killers, Destroyors, Anothiintors, Paints and-
P s Svothing-Comg is, Anodynes, Whiskoy Batters,.
Blixirs,-and Syrups, which p mwoa of.
fal o security.,.or tomporarily oxhilarato-thom by tho.production.
of temuintoxication.  Tho-Hon, Hornco Greoloy. undorstauds tho
peculiaritios of the poople much bottor than doos:his inland con-
tomporary. In o recont Tntuns.wo find tho.foliowing romarks
—~called forth by tho certificato-device already montioned .—

“Of all mothods of pashing quack med down the-
popular throat, thore 13 none mory frequontly practiced: effica-
cloualy than thas of obtawming a cortificato " from-somo - Stato
Assaycr,” who-declaros: (for a feo). that ho has analyzed tho
romedy in question, and-finds 1t free from 10jurious substances.”
At tho beat, this is bat a nogative kind of recommondation. It
assures the poblic that it wall not bo porsoned, but of coarse it gives
1o similar -that tho "' 18 good-for anytbing.
Hero is o decotion calied « Old Doctor———'s —— Bittors.” The
propriotor informs us that 1t contawns, among other things,
“8 Ha, yollow dock, dandolion, gontian, wild cherry, anise,.
sasuafray, wintorgreon, and jumiper berries.’ Weoll,.supposo it
docs 2 Why should'1e bo any. moro curativo becauso 1t includos
adozen difforent kinds of roots and horbs 2 Why shouid not ono
o0t or ono herb bo just as effcouve 2 Yot this-doso for a horso
(though 1o horso-would. wiliingly. tako.tt) 1s recormended by S.
Dana Hay, the Massachusotts Stuto. Assayer, whoso coruficato 1s
on-the bottlo.  Peoplo read, thon admire, then beliove, then buy,
and thon swallow 1t, beeauso S. Dana Hay.says 1118+ an oficinal-
medicinal proparation.” Thoy guzzlo 1t in tho Spring for their
blond, in the S for thoir hs, 1n tho Aut, tor thoir
bowcls, and in tho Winter for thor hvers."

Were, ) , & goneral P of.such
mixtares tho only consequences of tho * popular” medical
1t ro under doration, wo might ba disposed, 1o someo
measuro, to-permit the'mischief to antidoto 1tself.  But, pagsing.
by snch minor rosults,; and leaving also unnoticed tho hideousiy
disgusting dotais of tho * cuxual dobiiiy * charlatans, wo como to:
©ono particalar scction of vur subject ot a-graver and moro sombro
aspect,—ono tou which, frum its onuncatly ropulsive nawure, can
only be approached with feolings of tho g t rol

b bi
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For 80 long a timo has tho public mind beon systematically
debauched and d lized-by tho prominently published noticos,
widely dissominated pamphiets, and nniversally circulated advor
tisomonts of criminal abortionists, thattho frightful enormity of
the offonce inculeated has long since ceased o bo fulty realized.
Nor' e¢an tho Canadian und Briton rejoico in “tho flattoring
unction " that things aro much bottor with themselves, It is
truo, their striogont Medical Acts, to a- certain oxtent, are pro-
ventivo of a like amount of publicity.in its practico, and a closer
legal surveillanco.nceessitatos a greater-dogreo- of procaution to
securo concoalmont and .evado the ponalty ; but tho columns of
nine.tenths of tho Canadian newspapers arc polluted with
announcements of the samo doscription; and the published
reports of tho London and provincial polico courts (with their
recent rovelations in relation to * baby-farming ™) show that
whilc less obtrusivoe in its workings, tho destruction of offspring,
in various ways, is.largely ongaged in, and that, though quioter
on.tho surfacoe, thore is similar rottonness beneath, *Thorougout
this country a sorions consideration of the loathsomo subject-has
been shirked—tho appalling frequency of the perpotration of the
iniquity quiotly ignored—until, at-longth, it hay assumed propor-
tions so formidable as to startlo even tho most heedless. Toa
great-cxtent (notwithstanding its much greater enormity), the
{reatmont it has reccived has boen tho samo-as that given i
‘tho social ovil "—a furlive covering up, or hurried pushing of it
out of sight. Thoro nceds an carnest offort on tho part of all
good-men to create o healthior public sentimont.  Tho press, the
pulpit, and tho bench—all public teachers everywhere—should
ad in doing away with this foul thing; and legislative enact-
ments for its ropression, of tho most offectivo charactor, ehould
not only bo passed, but rigidly and righteously enforced. In
conclusion, from what has alroady been said, it cannot but bo
apparont that tho mass of American.readers are not in-a moro
onlightonud condition relative to-hygienc and anatomy than the
mass-of roadors anywhero clse, that thore is an amplo field fora
popular medical literaturo of' quite o difforent description from
that which s0 oxtonsively obtains throughout the longth and
breadth of tho land; and that ovon humblo and unprotonding
works like that of Dr. Hope might fill an-advantageous placo
in thousauds of houscholds whero aro ncw only to bo fuund the
moveenary fly-shooty, unclean pamphlots, and satanic hand books,
to which wo have-advorted.




Case of Empyema. 265

OASE OF EMPYEMA.

Under the care of J. I Richardson, ML.D.. M.R.C.S., Lecturer on
Anatomy, Toronto School of Medicine.

REPORTED BY MR, (ROW DR.) A. JOHNSON.

Tho patient, 8 comnercial travoller, about 35 years of ago,
whoso gonoral health had wsually been very good, was at-
tacked, 18 months previously, by pnoumonia, and subsequently
by plourisy.

e had beon undor Dr. Bovell's treatmont, for-hydrothorax,
for some time withont any improvement, and as 1t became ovi-
dent that some other means would havo to be resorted to for
rolicf, Dr. Richardson was requested, by Dr. Bovell, (o tap- the
chest.

Tho hydrothorax was on tho left rido, and to such an
oxtent, that the heart’s pulsation could bo distinetly foit about ono
inch and a-half below and behind tho right mpple.  Tho pationt
as very emaciated and much distressed.

Jan, 16, 1869. Tho operation was this day performed, by
means of a small trocar and canula, and fivo pints and a-haif of
serous fiuid evacuated.

March 4. Had improved up to this dato i genoral health,
but the flaid is agam rapidly accumuiating.

March.12. The chest is now so dwstonded that it is neces-
sary to repeat the operation. This was done as before, and
soven pints and a-halt of fluid, still serous, were drawn off.

March 20. The fluid is agamn accumulating fast. His sto-
mach has bovomo-vory irritable, and remains so an spito of: all
treatment.

March 27. Tho operation was again pertornmed, and fivo
pints of fluid, now sero-purulent, evacuated.

Marei: 31, As the fluid was accumalating rapidly, it was
determined to insort a tubo, winch should bo left in tho chest.
This was accomplished in the following manner;—

Tho chest was punctured by a trocar and canula of ono
quartor.of an inch.in diatmetor. During tho flow of tho fluig,
an india rubbor tube, about two feot long, just large onough to
loosoly fill tho canuls, well oiled and full of water, was passed
through the canula inty the Lhest, and-tho canuia was thon with-
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drawn over tho tabo. Tho frco ond was thon placed in a basin
of water, and about two-pints of thick, yollowish whito, incffon-
sive pas were discharged,  Whon it ceased to flow, tho ond of
the tubo was sccurely tied whilo it was in the water; plastors
woro thon applicd to keop tho tube in its place, and the wholo
socured by a broad fiannol bandage.

April 1. Tho ond of the tubo was placed in a full basin of
water and thon untied ;-tho overflow, as the fluid ran out of tho
chost, Amounted to four pints of- soro-purulent mattor.

Aprit 5. Tho secrotion has been drawn off daily, aud has
gradually diminished to about ono pint per day.

May 19. Tho sccrotion has averuged for some time half a
pint daily. Ho has suffored for o weok past from constant
nausea and frequent vomiting. As tho .tubo-had not boen gradu-
oted, nor its oxact langth ascertained, it was thought that it
might have slipped into the chest, and by its pressuro on the
diaphragm bo producing tho somiting. Tho tube was thoreforo
carefelly withdrawn until it wes judgod that it was noarly out,
and it was found that ncurly six inches had boon Jying in tho
pleural cavity. Tho vomiling persisted, however, and then it
was voticed that somo feetid air -had escaped from.tho-wound ;
thon it becamo ovident that somo means would have to bo
omployed to cleanso the cavity. This was accomplished in the
following simple maoner :— A

Aftor tho fluid had been drawn off as usual, tho ond of tho
tubo was pinched and-trausferred to a turabler of clear wator, of
blood heat.  Upon clovating-tho tumblor the wator.ran into tho
chest; upon dopressing tho tumbler, the avater ran out, mixed
with decomposed pus, and horribly offonsive, shreddy fibrin.
The water was changed and tho process rapeated untif tho water
camo out nearly as clear as it wentin, A great deal of difficulty
was oxpericnced in complotely cleansing the cavity, as tho tube
wag o‘ten blocked up by tho shreds of decayed fibrin, but when
this occurred, tho current was roversed for a-timo, and by porse-
vorance tho cavity was complotely cleansed, but not uatil three
hours had been ocenpiod in tho process.

Tuo mattor ovacaated was most putrid. A mixturo of haif
an ougco df carbolio acid, half an ounco of glycorino, and cight
ounces of water, was then passed into thechest, allowed to ramain
a fow minutes, and thon run off. Aftor this tho constitational
disturbance-gradually diminished.
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* For a weok afterwands the daily discharge avoraged half-a-
pint of pus. Tho-washing process and the uso of tho ecarbolic
acid mixturo aftorwards were ropeated-daily,  At-the end of this
wook thero was a roturn of the nausea, vomiting, and goporal
constitutional disturbanco: conscquontly oxtra caro was used
in thowashing, nnd it was found that thoro had boon a rotention
in some romoto recess of -tho ploural cavity of a quantity of tho
docayed, shreddy fibrin, By changing the position of the pationt,
making him lio dowa whilo tho <water ran into tho cavity, and
rigo up as tho fiuid ran ount, and by Auccumun of thae patient, this
foul matter was ontiroly removed.

By a pursuance of this plan, no -dificulty was afterwards
oxporionced throughout tho wholo course uf the protracted weat-
mont in keeping the cavity perfectly clenn, and the dischargo,
therofaro, perfectly odorless.

May 36th. Is now ablo {o riso, and movoe about tho room.
Tho daily dischargo is about threo ounces. Tho washing care-
fully ropeated onch day.

Junc 10th. Daily dischargo about ono ounce. Patient oats
and sleops well, is ablo to drive out, and to take modorate
oxorciso.

For a fow days tho eavity was washed out finst by equal
parts of Tinet. Iodini Comp. and water and afterwards by tho
cavbolic ncid mixture, but us-no benofit seomed to result the
lodino was discontinued.

On ono occasion whon Dr. Bethuno was called in to adviso
whothor it would not bo well to try somo moans to diminish tho
amount of tho seerotion, equal parts of carbolic acid and ziyce-
rine, about four ounces, wero injocted, allowed to romaw a fow
minates and then withdrawn This was at 12 o'clock noon.
Haif an hour after tingling of tho fingors and toes sot in fol-
lowed by drowsiness. Mo slopt all tho afternoon, but on buing
roused, ho took his tea nnd wont out to walk on the streot  Re-
turning ho slopt all the ovening. About '1 P 3. the flaid was
drawn off the second timo as it had:beon fur somo time provious-
dy—nfterwards vomiting and sovoro pulpitation sot in which
persisted all aight.  Tho noxt morning he had_ recovered vory
nearly fror- the bad symnptoms but recollcctod -nothing whatover
of taking his tea, or walking out, or indeed of anything whick
had occurred. In Soptomber, 1869, tho patieat left Toronto.
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Ho was thon capablo of undorgoing idorablo oxortion,
-wrag eating and sleoping woll, and daily gaining strongth.

Tho secrotion continuce, on an averago about 0oe onuce
daily.

Tho left side of tho chest is much contracted fron: beforo
backwards, but the heact is heating vory ncarly in its normal
position. Tho Jung is impervious to air.

May 19, 1870. “Che patient camo to Toronto to report.  Ilo
had been engaged all winter in buymng grain, and-has onjnyed a
fair measuro of health, and is capablo of considerably vxertion.

The tubo has now been in fuurtcon months—the daily
ovacuntion of the fluid, and the washing with wator and then by
tho carbolic acid mixtaro has been continued over since. Tho
daily discherge is abont half an ounce, somctimos ouly two
drachms. The walls of tho chest much more contracted.

As the tubo had been broken off frequontly »o that it was
{00 short to uso ratixfactorily, 1t was deemed advisable to chango
it for another.  This was eanly dooe by having tho new tubo
(this time graduated in inches by nitrato of silver) filled
with wator and well oiled, and-then atter running as much water
joto tho chest as would pass in, tho old tube was quickly with-
drawn and the new one ineerted in its placo.

In tho fall of 1870 ho returncd to Toronto to report-again.
Tho dizcbarge had continued for some timo about two teaspoon-
fuls daily. s gencral health very good. A third tube was
introduced.as tho socond was getting worn and flabby.

Tho last account from the pauent was about Christmas
1871, Ho thon wroto that ho was cnjoying a fair imeasuro
of health, that tho discharge bad not entiroly ceased, and that
hio wanted & fourth tubo sont up, as bo did not like tho ides of
doing without tho tubo altogothor.

———

SOLPRUR VERSUS SxALL-eoX.—Tho chief physician of Tee-
1and clums to havo smoked out tho small-pox, lately imported
1o that country from Franco, by means of sulphur, with tho-aid
of sulphurous acid and water drank by the potients. Tho
discaso disappeared, and no new- cases had occurred for thirty
days.




Case- of Empyema. 259+

CASE OF EMPYEMA.

REMARKS-BY DR. RICHARDSON.

Beforo commenting on tho foregoing caso of Empyoma, I
wonld wko this opportunity of thanking Dr, Johnson, not only
for his unromitti and tanco during its protracted:
treatment, bulalao for his detailed roport, \\lnch, howover, I
havo condensed, 80 a3 to prosent only thoso points of the ireat-
ment which aro of special interest.

Thq caso is, I think, deserving of attontion for two reasons:
—first, becauso of its favorablo termination, as it is ststed by
Aitkin in bis “Seienco and Practico of Mediciue,” (whon vofer-
Ting to the oxperienco of Dr. Bowditch, who had performed tho
oporation of Paracontesis thoracis 150 zimes), that, “ If tho Juid
aflerwards” (i, nfter tho first tapping) « becomes puratont an
almost certnin-futality attended such 2 chango;" and secondly,
baocauso of the simplo and, as far as I kanow, novel-means which

- wero employed in the surgical treatment.

When it became ovidont, after the third operation, that a
cunstant, freo ovacuation of tho soro-parulent matter was absos
lutely necessary, wo debated whether or not wo should intro-
duco un-ordinary drainago tube. To this 1 had a strong objoe-
tion, fcv, notwithstanding tho opinion expressed by Dr. Fullor,
that whon pus oxists,  the admission of air is not of the slight
cst importanco,” 1 could not resist the conviction that such a
result was vory und , and I felt satisfiod that if the fluid
was allowed to drain off’ tl.rough an ordinary drainago tubo, tho
necessary consequenco would bo, that as the fluid ran out, air
would freoly pass into tho plepral cavity, and not only would
decomposition of tho pus be hastened and tho chances of pyremia
bo fearfully ingreased theroby, but expansion of -the lung,
supposing that it retained any oxpansibility, would bo efectu-
ally and absolutely provonted. On theso grounds I choso such
2 contrivance as would-allow the fuid to be ovacuated without
the admission of-air. The india rubber tubo, manipulated as
described in Dr Job 's roport, plished thé ond most
satisfuctorily, and for a long time I thought wo were safo from
.any sourco of failure. Wheo, howover, the contonts of tho
cavity becamo foul, a3 was ovidonced by the escapo.of factid gas
from around tho tube, X found 1 had a most formidable complica-

2
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tion to combat, and it was then that tho idea occurrod to me that
tho tube could not only bo used as a siphon to draw off tho pus, but
algo to run flud wnto theeavity. 1 immedistely tried the oxpori-
mont, a8 dotatled 1 the report, and tho result was most entis-
factory, nlthough appalling at first, for I found most uncxpeot-
cdly that, during tho rix weoks which had clapred sinco tho tubo
had beon insorted, decomposition had gono on to such an oxtont
that threo hours constant work wero required to romove the
horribly putrid matter, but when this was acoomplished, I folt
that I had tho discaso completely under control.

From that u-no I never despaired of ultimato success. My

hak notwithstunding the discovory

afterwards that somo of tho putrid fibrin had cseaped the pro-

vious hings, for a change of position was all that was

quired to romovo it pletely, and I was novor afterwards
troubled with its vecurronco.

I have already occupied s0 much of your valuable spaco,
that T will briofly mootion ouly some of the points which occur
to mo as important, and-which are suggested by my exporionco.
As rogards tho tuke, it should bo as hrgo in diameter as tho
largest canala would permit, so that any fibrinons shreds can pass
through it; of sufficiont firmness that the pressuro of the thoracic
wall would not cowpress it, and vo graduated that no doubt can bo
folt as to tho oxient of its ontrance into tho chest. Its freo ond
should bo secozed by tying with whipcord and doubling down
and tying agan ; and this should always bo done before remov-
ing it from the fluid. As rogards the securing of the tubo: wo
found that tho best plan was to put four strips of adhesive
plaster, about ono inch wide, crosswways on the margins of tho
chest, then to pass twe narrow long strips around tho tube im-
mediately at its oxit, and sccure onc above and tho other below
to the sido; and finally to coil the tubo up aad bind it below tho
claviclo by plasters and tho flannol rellor.

Experionco has proved that it *< not safe to trust meroly-to
tho -vithdrawal of the pus. My pationt was sufferiag frowm con-

, stitational disturbance, caused by the decomposed matter, long
befo. o its exist was 8usy J. 1f tho washing out had been
resorted to at first, this would have been obviated.

With referenco to the use of the carbolic reid, it should bo
borao in mind that all which.is run into the chest does not run
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out again, for it has boen mixed with tho fluid remaining in the
chest.  OF courso, only tho overflow runs out, for as the walls of
tho chest aro unyiclding and ennnot collapso, it is impossible to
withdraw fluid entirely out without at tho gamo timo letting air
in. Forgettul of this principle, wo used the earbohic acid on ono
oceasion too strong, and produced symptoms of poisoning which
wero quito alarming,

T bave had only ono other opportunity of (ostmg tho siphon
plan.  Tho result of it wns most satiefuctory; bat a3 Dr. Old-
wright, whose patient it was, will no doubt present a bhistory of
tho cass, I will.only romark that it was & good one by which 10
judgo of thio valuo of the treatmont, as it presentod features which
wero quito differont from thuso of my caso. -

In conclusion, I would express my conviction that tho pro-
cess which I followed 1n this caso 15 not only tho simplest and
most porfect in ita operation, but also secures to the pationt tho
groatest chancos of recovery, so far agoperative interferonce is
concorned.

Tae ¢ Gazerre IIEBDOMADAIRE * AND THE FreNcm Pryst-
craNs.—Most cordially do wo groot the ronowal of acquantanco
with our old, familiar friond, tho Gazette Hebdomadire, afior the
interruptior of ita visits by the-* tiwo sieges of Paris"—au inter-
ruption due, pot to want of industry or of devotion to duty on
tho part of tho editor, Dr. Dechambro, but to the insurmountable
cordoa of war. Wo gathor from its well stored pages that tho
wedical sciontists of Paris aro labouring with increased assiduity
in tho servico of tho profussion-and of humanity, in their # con-
cours,” and.clinics, and lectures, and in their numerous associa-
tions. Tho fidolity and zeal with which they adhered to their
propor work during-troubles and dangers nover beforo surpassed,
reflect unbounded. honor both on thémsclves-and on the -profes- -
sion at large. Tho only bright and stuiless page in the history
of the Fronch motropolis for tho year 3&71, is that which records
‘tho deeds of the medieal profession.- - ~acyis led. and Surg.
Journal,
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EPIDERMIC GRAFTING.

BY OEO. GROTE, M.B, (ONE OF THE SURGEUNS TU TilE GERMAN
ARMY IN THE LATY FRANCO-GERNMAN W.AR)
ST. CATHARINES, ONTARIO,

Having spent the greater part of last year in Europe T had
frequont opportumties of witnessing surgival operations of a
roost teresiing and anstraclive character, and not only did [
witaess various vperauons, but T became an active worker in
hospitals on tho Rbune durisg the Iate Frauco German war
Thore wo did nut try the advantages of shin grafting av thero
was moro work than we could du, of & character which scemed of
greater unportanco w the haudreds of pour sullerers around us.
Slan grafung may have been perfurmed in sume of the hospitals
daring the war, but I do not remember having seen any notive
of such practice. Frum a careful study, however, o' a Jargo
number uf cases whoee large patchics of skin were removed by
shot and shell, T became anxivus to try the good effect of trans.
planting as soun as an vpportunity presonted itself  On my
return w England I took charge of a large practice in ordor that
X might havo ample oppurtunitios of trealing cases, requiring
surgical oporativny, aud moro particularly those cases whero
oprdoroue grafuog would be of the greatest advantage to the
patioat. It was not lung aatil a caso suitablo fur the oporation
camo under my notice, This was an uleor of long. standing and
wwas still spreading.  The ulcer was situated on the vory com-
mon «ite, the anterivr surface of the leg, and rosulted from an
abrasion of the skin two yoars previous. The uleer was at the
timo of oporating about two and a half inchos in diamoter, with
clevated edges, discharging pus frecly of a very footid charactor
and vory painful, indeed so painful was it that the man conid
not get rest at'night, aud his health was fast faiting.

I tako tho following from my case book. Bonjamin Mur~
rick, oot 45, residing near Smithwick, County of Statfordshiro.
The oporauvn was porformed on the 215t of Docembor, 1870,
From tho unhoallhy state of the uleor it was necessary to im-
prave its conditivg, as also tho goneral health of the pationt
bofore oporating. This Ididin imo by the steady nso of Pot.
Joddo in largo doses ter die, and tho constant omployment of
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lotions of Chloride of Zine and Carbolic Acid alternated, and
linseed meal poultices at night, together with a sedative draught
to reliove pain - Gradually the uleer Legan to tasc on a healtby
character, healthy granulations began to appear, and the genceral
health of the patient so far improved that I determined to ope-
rato at onco. I oporated ax follows :—A small picee of skin was
takin from the unterivr surface of the arm, midway botiweon the
shoulder and dbow juluts (this part being chosen as one not
eaxily disturbed while bealing), this T divided 1oto four peces,
and after slightly scralchivg the surface i teur places av equal
di-tances frum the centro ot tho ulver tho grafts wero carefully
applied aud strapped i theic places by two narrow surips of
adhesive plaster A pieco of sunt saturated in carbohio acid lotion,
sirength ouc in forty, was applied, and above this & pad of hnt
to maintain the eyual tomporature, a baudago was appiicd ovor
all rather firmly in order that the gratis might be retamed
their placo.  In two days afier, Iromoved tho dressing whon
the epidermis came anay fiom the gratts, which romained irm
in their places, bat appeared rused from tho suriaco of the uleer
and of a whilo, dead apprarauce. I conunued the carbohie acid
dressing and Pot. Judids treatmont.  Seven days atter, tho gratts
begrn 1o assumo the apj ¢ of tho surr g grauula.
tions, and in & fuw days hines of cieatrization wero seen starung
out in all dircctions frum the grafts,  The casoe went on suceess-
fully under the abuve treatment tll gradually a good cicatrix
cor ered the whole sutfaco of the uleer.  Tho man 13 now per-
fectly well and able to go about his work, Jan. 30th, 1871,

As the transplanting of shin 15 how becoming a subjector such
great importanco, and is at tho presont mumont exciting tho
deepost intorest in tho medical protession, not only i this
country, but alzo 1n Europe, I beg to trospass on your spaco,
and alro on thy pationco of my readers, by givinga short history
of epidermic grafting, as well as 3 more dotailed account of tho
operation.

So interesting & subjectis at, that in overy day surgery it has
only to be tricd to bo approved. Itis also worthy of the lghest
congratulation 10 hnow that transplantation of skin m uleersisa
certain means of curo, which has hitherto 1n a great measuro
beon unattainable. I must horo mention, that the ulcor mast bo
in a healthy condition with a tar g g surface.
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It is oot necessary that a neck of the integument to bo
applied to the ulcor should be loft attached to its former placo as
was orignally supposed, and a3 many oXporimonts havo recently
proved.

Dr. Frauni Hamilton, of New York, suggested this plan as
early a3 1847, but put it into operation the first time in 1854, in
tho person of Iorace Driscoll, who had lust a largo partion of the
integument of his leg by tho fall of a heavy stono upon it. After
the lapso of fifteon months it was apparent that the ordinary
processes of naturo wore insufficiont for repair.  The integumont
was taken from tho opposite calf, but did not cover the ontire
surfaco. In ninoty dayz cicatrization was complolo and has
remai Y so.

It was proved by Dr. Hamilton that tho piece engrafted
need not cover tho entire surfuco of the ulcor, but ho did not,
howevor, discuver that tho graft mizht bo wholly soparated
before insertion. M. Riverdin, of Paris, recently demoustrated
that portions of skin uf varjous sizes might bo removed from any
part of the body and engrafted on a granulating surfaco, that
they would live, act as contros of cicatrization, givo new vigor
to the healing part, materially hasten recovery, and even bring
about restoration in somo uleers, which from their sizo, would
otherwiso pover have beon hualed.

Two Jeading objects in applying the treatment to ulcers
must be borne in mind, firstly, rapidity of curo, and sccondly
permancaco of cicatrization, It is also important o considor at
what time to operate.

Tho condition of the uleer must bo obsorved. It would Lo
quite usoless to operato unless there are healthy granulations,
and tho edges of the ulcer aro disposed to approach the centre.
Wo must also take into consideration tho number of picces to bo
grasted, how near they should bo placed, and shother tho whole
or part of tho catis should bo inserted.  Mr. Pollock and many
others havo shown that a picco tho size of a millet seed, whether
ciuding the wholo or part of the cufis vera answors admirably,
while by others the minutest subdivisions havo succceded
cqually as well.  Ju tho cases treated by mysclf the grafls em-
ployed wore ono-oighth of an inch in diamoter, but picces of
ontiro skin a quarter of au inch in diameter would also answer
well.




ZEpidermic Grafting. 265

From tho above it is soon that all that is ossential is the
poapillazy layer of tho cxts, no matter how small, capablo of
develuping cuuclo and thereforo cicatrization.

It i3 woll to bear in mind tho size of the cicatrix which will
result, and the strain to whick 1t will bo subjected, thoreforo, if
tho aleer bo a large ono it 15 all important that thero should be
sovoral centres of cieatrization.

In oporating, a purtion of skin 13 pinched up 1n a foreops, or
betwoon tho finger and thumb, and removed cither in the ontire
thickness or in part, it is essontial that no areolar tissuo and-fat
be removed, and that the papillary layer of cutis bo not romoved
from tho graft.

Tho granalations, if quite hoalthy, noed only be clean, if
not quite bright and activo should be slightly scratched, and
when bleeding has stoppel the graft is lawd upon tho surfuco.
Theo portion of skin removed can oasuly bo cut ap 1f roquired and
each portion applicd on the point of the scalpel.

The geaft or grafts aro rotawed in their place by means of
narrow strips of adhesive plaster, or singlass plastor—over these,
water dressing or any lotion sunablo to tho state of the granu-
lations, then a compress of cotton wool retamned by a bandago,
rathor firmly applied w insuro cluse adaptation of tho grafts to
tho gravulations is applie:d.  The wool also serves to keop tho
graft warm, ointments should bo avorded at first, as particles
might get under tho grafu and separaio 1t.  Unless thero is
copinus suppuraliva it 1s well not to disturb the dressing titl tho
sccond day ; the appearance then prosont is the opidermis ot tho
graft, lying freo on tho granaiations, dressings, or on the graft.
The graft will now appear contracted and pato.

Daring the nost five days tho graft becomes vascutar, and
looks very like tho surrounding granwiations, and 1s nearly lost
o view unless it bo of some size, whon it appears as a raisod
masa. It is often difficult to distinguwish the graft of small, for
the firnt sovon or twelve days.  The tirst tadieation of activity
is a faint blue cicatiizing aspeet 1n the mito of the graft.  If the
graft bo-near the ciccumferenco, a hino of cicattization will bo
seen running from it to the graty, in fact, these hines will shoot
out in all directions, and in time cover the wholo surfaco of tho
aleor.

A= 500n as the grafis have blished themselves cicatriza-
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tion sproads sery rapidly. Tho grafts scom tu act as natural
stimulanty, and arvuse new cnergy in the marginal «jeatrizing
edgo.

In conclusivn, by this process of grafting we shall bo ablo
to provont thuso unvightly and distressing contractivns of burns,
hitherto o frcquont, and 1o 1emedy them when they havo oe-
carred.  Anvther ficld of usofuliess is offered (o ohin graflingin |
cases of sevoro lacersted wounds, reyuiring partiel amputalion,
or invulving considerable sloughing.  Iu retraction of stamps,
leasing bones cavered with granulations vnly, transplantation of
skin will by of great service, and will doubtless save sume second
ary amputativns, It is Lot neeesrary to take the grafi from the
poisun Lo bo operated on, it can be tahen from anvther Lealthy
subject. Tho pationt must be hept in bis bed and well nourished
with good nutritious food.

Tho operation does not always succeed, but it does o in-a
sufficient aumber of cay0s to.wariant vur t1ying the experiment.

I have much pleasure in contributing my testimony infavor
of epidermic gaafting, and shall Lo glad tu zecacportid in the
LaNcET cases of othor succeesful operations among wy fellow
surgevns.  Should this simple operation prove after a few years
oxporicnco amung professional mon 1o be successful ina myjority
of cases, tho professivn will be alle 1o establish the reputation
of an vperation wlich must provo to be soe of the most valuable
discovorics of tho 19th century.

ANEURISM OF THE THORACIC AORTA. RUPTURE
INTO THE ESOPHAGTUS.

BY ASSISTANT SURGEON ¥. W. HODDER, )M.B., a1"s 45T REGI-
MENT sHERWOOD FORRESTERS.

Private J. MoE——, aged 33 years, 21 years service, an
invalid, arrived in Madras from Buimah on the 6th August, with
valvular disoase of the heart. A bruit was heard with the secood
scund of tho beart, ostend'og up the aurta. His priucipal
BYIMpLoms were 50t bre intermatient darung pain and numbness
of tho Jeft side, oxtending from the dorsal regton of tho spino to

= to-the myddlo line 1 front, from about tho fifth rib to tho ninth

.
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or tonth.  Thoro was distinct pulsation to bo felt on preasing
upwards at thu opigastrium , he also Was conscious of 1t himsolf.
No bruit could bo-heard at this part.  After a short time, ho
began to complain of difliculty in swallosing, whieh inereased,
the fond oithor passing slowly or being roturncd by vomiting.
Early on the 16th Soptomber ho fout someting givo way, and
immediatoly a large quantiy of artorial biond was vomited ; 1t
stopped for a timy, but agaie rewurned at mgbt in a large quans
tity, and again stoppel, i uvourred tor the turd timo eacly on
tho 18th, and ho diod. B

At the pust-murtem esamnation & large ancurism of the
descending thoracic aorta was fuund pressing backwards and
producing absorplion of & large portion ot tho bedies ot tho 4th,
Gth, 6th, 7th, and 8il dursal vertobrre, 1ts mzo was about Ix4%
inches, and it was lined by mach rough loose fibrino and clotted
blood. It had oponcd int the wsophagus by an aperture that
would admit the top of the hittle fingor, and which was plugged
by aclot. Tho left lung was found smaull and hopatized, and
had evidently dune nv wurk dur zomo Line from pressuro of tho
ancurism.

Several intoresting puints aro counccted with the case,
namely, that ho lised fur two days after the sac gavo way, the
bleeding having stupped Lwico fur a considurablo interval, etther
from failure uf the urculatiun or frum o loose clot being torced
into tho opening by the rush of blood, tho loss of seusaton
tho sido, and yot the great pain ho suflered from prossuro on tho
cord or roots of tho aerves arising from it, and from his records
it appoears that during his sorvice, ho had dene no less than 513
dayas pack drill, and had had 240 days imprisonmont, and it is
probabls that this ci may have origi { tho disease.
(Mudras Medical Journal.)

————

. TReaTMENT oF DSEASE By ALcomoL.—A circular has been
issucd-by Dr. Burrows, Presidont of the Royal Colleyro of Phy-
sicians, to & number of the-leading modical mon, calling atten-
tion to tho tondency to p gendered by the uso of
aleohol in discaso, and asking for their support in guarding
against this danger  The olject 1w uno hkc{y w gain the sym-
pathy of thonghtfu! practitioners. It will in due Course bo pub-
ishod, with tho signatures-attached, in the medical journals,
(British Medical Journal.)
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ABSCESS OF THE APPENDIX VERMIFORMIS, FOLLOWED WITH
PHLEBITIS OF THE LEFT LEG.

BY OLARKSUN FREEMAN, . D. MILTON, ONT.

From memery, I will givo u bricf report of the following interest
ing cass which oceurred io Junuary, 1870, to a very healthy yousg
fricad uged 19, who was residing io wmy family at the above dato, and
duriog hus subsequent iliness, After an actito dag's exertion, dur-
fng which the vperativa of defucation had been deferred from bis usual
timo in the morning untit a very latoe hour at pight, ho had a
very copious stool, acconpanied with scvere pain in the right ilinc
fossa, which coutiaued paroxysmaliy duriog the night, with fever and
nausea. ‘Tho next morning s'ight induration st tho seat of pain could
bo detected by pressuro.  Ho assumed the recurnbent position on the
right sids with his right thigh flexed.  Tho symptoms contioued with
scvere  constitutional disturbanco for two wecks, when ho passed
per rectum about threc ounces of pus, which wasfollowed by & gradual
subsideaco of his febrile eymptoms, and ability to lic on auy side with
caso for a few days. Then there was an exacerbation of tho symp-
toms. Tho pulse wagover 120, wiry, tonguo dry and parched, great
prostration and profuse perspiration in the ornings  Pain moro or
less over tho abdomen, but more particularly in the right iliae region.
o was unablo to occupy any position but on the right side, vith jn-
creased flexion of the right thigh, Tho hard tumor inceeased gra-
dually, and its extension pressed so greatly against tho bladder and
rectum that it caused constant dribbliog of urine and such loss of the
peristaltic motion of the bowels that the operation of defiecation xo-
quired thres hours, although Jaxatives were administesed every other
duy. As so0n a8 I could possibly detect tho slightest deepscated
fluctuation, with the concurrence of Drs. Robioson, Street, and Dr.
Ww. Freeman, while the paticut was under the influence of chloroform
I made 2 freo openiog with a curred bistoury about midway over
Pouparts ligament, inte the deep-scated abscess whick presented a re-
semblunce to an over distended bladder in the right ilize fossa.  This
gave cxit to a quart or wore of the most fetid pus. It continued to
disoharge frecly until phlebitis commenced in the left log about ten
days alter th: openiog of the abscess, when the paticnt suddenly felt a
severe throlbing pain in the left feworal region, accompanicd with
rapid tumefuction of the catire liwb. By constant fomentation with

]
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hops, it subsided after 8 week or ten daye, when-tho absccss again dis-
charged frecly, with a most abominable emell, which continued for
months, with an occasional exit of small concretions.

By a gencrous course of the most natritious diet with tonies, such
as Syr, phosp. iron. quinige, and strychine and wise ad libitum, after
four wmonths cosfiacment to his bed by Ins protracted iliness, there was,
strango to say, an inch added to s haight, 1l now cojoys excelient
bealth, with only a slight calargement of the left icg, ncecvsitating the
uso of an clastic stocking. A weak solution of permanganata of potash
was oceasionally injeoted with benefiernl effect

DIAGNOSIS OF URELHRAL AMND ViSIUAL DISEASES.
A CLINIC, BY SIR HENRY TIHOMPSON.

1 commence to-day my nsual courso of lectures, modified some-
what by circumstances. Thus [ desiro to condonso a littlo my
opening remarks on diagnosis today. 1 may premise that I
give this course of lectures on the discases of the urinary organs,
becauso my wards offor you so large a field for their study, and
also because thero is no class of diseases 1 which you can afford
50 much relief to tho patient ax in this, or so cortainly mitigate
suffering. Thoro aro no diseases more painful, and nono tho
rolicf of which will gan you moro gratitude from your
pationts.

In tho matter of diagnosis, however, it 1+ of tho groatest im-
portance that it should be-a correct ono, and not only correct,
but rapidly made I have now to say what 1 have said to you
bofore, that I iuterrogato all theso patients on tho samo system,
and I adviso you to follow this plan. I omploy only four ques-
tions for urinary paticats, and I advigo you to use these four
quostivny also, and always in the same order.  Tho first question
i3, 13 thero any doviation in the frequoncy of passing urino ?
The sceond is, i thoro asy pain in tho act?  Tbo thard, 1 thero
anyblood in tho urino?  And the fourth 13, are the charactors
of the urino altored [quality and quantaty|?

Wa shall seo that in ail cases ot urinary diseaso these four
questions are sufficient, tgether with tho suppiemontary snqui-
rios which ariso out of thom, yot we know how otten such cases
are misund d—indeed, the plest aro citen mustaken,
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through not pursming & systomnuo mothod in arriving at o
dingnons.  Tarst of all, ot us look at tho question of frequency.
Atmost overy diseaso of tho unioary vrgans produces sumy dosi
auon 1n tho natural froquoncy of pacsing uriwe. As a rulo, let
1t bo understood that a.man i health does not generally rise at
mght to-pass urino, and.that ho passes it duning the day about
fivo or s1x imos ; but when thore 1+ any degreo of inflamniatory
action in tho mucous mombrane of tho bladder, howover alight,
frequency of micturition 13 wnduced.  Now, how does (yatitis
produco this sncreased frequoncey 2 Whon tho mucous cuat of the
binddor 13 anflamed, 1t cannot benr to bv much oatonded, and
whon the bladder contans fivo or six ounces of urine, ur oven
fess, tho sensitivo mucous membrano raggesis that il should be
emptied : mstead of cumiortably contining Giteen or sixteon
ounces, 1t cannot cndure the exteuston, and calls un the niuccles
to contract without delny. This 18 one, and ovne vuly, of theso
affections which dues nut necessarily produce, at first, frequent
muctuniion. I spesk of stricture. hero it always veeurs afior a
tine; but & man may have a considvrable amount of stiicturo
for years betoro ho 13 troubled in thy way rofuircd . Caliulous
disease produces cystitig, and thus causes an inuteased frequoney
m passing urino. Now, as a supplomentary question, jou
shoula noxt ask, 13 the frequuncy greator at ayght vr in the day ?
It & man have calculus.ca the bladder, he is nut sv mach dis-
turbed at mght, but in the day bo 1s frequently micturating—all
movemonts mako im do su. Now, that oxtromuly common
complaint, hypertrophy o the.prostate, 1s wurso at night than by
day, as far as trequoncy of paxsng unne 13 woucorned.  Honco,
1t-8 man ot about sy years vt ago suy s that ho has but recontly
had urinary troubics, and these are greatest by mght, tho wase
18 aimost made oav, yvu may-bo suro thava vory hile furiher
inguiry Wil demonstrato iho fact that be s the subject of byper
trophicd prostate.

1 como to tho socond question of paun.  This question is of
greater sigmficanco. Suppuse tho pauent says ho fecls pain.
Whero do sou feol prin—low duwn in the bolly 2 Thou thereis
almost cortainly chronic cystitis.  Suppuse o £ays that his pain
)8 10-tho peuts or perinoum, you may ash if ho.fecls the paia
bofore, during, ur aftor, pussing utawe. If the pan Lo Lefore,
that 18 bocauso tho mucous mombrane is bevomung ancasy in
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consequenee of distonsion. Ifhe find it painful during or aftor
passing wrine, and in the end of the penis, ho is likely to- have
stone; and especially, also, if the pain be increased by exerciso.
Tho pain’is at the end of tho ponis in stono, It is almost
pathognomonic of caleulus to find the pain near to the end of the
penis during and after micturition. In chronie prostatitis the
pain is also at the end of the penis. 'This simulates caledlus in
the bladder more than any other disease.

The third question is, has blood passed ? This brings us
nearer still to the point. Bloud may be scen in cystitis, but very
rarely. The mode and the circumstances in which the blood hag
passed, however, determine the nature of the disease. An
elderly man, wko passes blood inti mately mixed with the urine,
dark in colour, and not altered much by circumstarces, with fre-
quent rather than painfil micturition, has probably bypertrophy
of the prostate. In caleulus of the bladder you find blood : it is
as common in calenlus as heemoptysis is in phthisis. Then. a
calealous patient will find blood in the urine after a drive or a
ride, or after hunting, and none if he keep quiet; or he may pass
a drop or two with the last expulsive effort at micturition, and
with painat the time. Such urine is usually rather florid in.tint,
while, generally speaking, blood passed from the kidney remains
long in the bladder, and, from contact with the urine, becomes
brown in colour —it is like porter. This, also, may happen when
the bleeding is due to hypertrophy of the prostate.

Lastly, is the character of the urine porceptibly -changed?
A man will often tell you hisurine is thick; but he does not
diseriminate botween the thickness of pus or mucus, and that
from deposited salts, as lithates. Patients are generally very
much disturbed unnecéssarily on account of'thick urine. In this
cold weather, the urine, on cooling, deposits its lithates readily,
where noue would be seen in sammer; and you may teil him
that, 1f he apply a-little heat to it, he can see for himself that it
will become quite clear again, which is never the case if he
thickness be due to organic matters like pus or mucus; and if
this be not an habitaal appearance, you may make light of it.
If, ot the other hand, a heavy depusit of lithates be constant,
You must logk into his habits and correct his digestion—probably
restriet some indulgenco in diet, If, also, the urine do . nyt be-
¢ome clear with heat, you have an.organic compound to deal
with, and you must find out carefully: the sonrce of it,
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Lot mo ‘advise you always to make your patient pass his
arine into two vessels for examination, I should not thank you
for an examination of urine passed into one vessel; for whatover
a man may happen to have lying in the urcthra—a passage
which is by no means always clear and sound—passes with it.
Lot him pass an ounce or two into one vessol, and examine only
what you find in the second vessel. If there be gleety discharge,
if thére be stricture of the urethra, you will find shreds of pus and
mucus and blood-corpuscles in the first glass, but not in the
second. In chronic prostatitis, always in bypertrophy of the
prostate, sometimes there will be a deposit in the first vessel,
which would much mislead you if you iragined it to come {ron
the bladder or kidnsy. This specimem you must examine for
albumen, for sugar, and you must inquire also the quantity
passed per diem. Well, then, if a patient have told you that he
has frequency of passing urine, increased by exercise ; that he
has pain at the end of the penis; that he passes blond; and that
his urine is changed, you may arrive at a pretty good diagoosis
of bis case. But you would be very much to blame if you did
not further examine the mun : you must pass an instrument. Tt
is best to be straightforward with patients and tell them so.
People have too much common senso to be dealt with otherwise
than plainly in these matters. You need not always sound a man
with a stiff rigid metallic instrument at first, who has never had
an instrument of aoy kind in his urethra. It is best to take &
goft instrument, pass it gently into the bladder, which produces
very little discomfort, and s0 diminish the patient’s fear, You
can then say, pass another instrument (which will give youa
little more pain), and ascerfain completely what is the matter.

_ [Sir Henry Thompson then cxhibited the various instiu-
ments used in the diagnosis of diseases of the bladder and urethrs,
and explained their several uses—promising to continue the sub-
ject on the next occasion of his lecture.]—British Medical
Journal,

GonorrrEA Curep 1N Two Days.—A writer in the London
Tancet claims to cure gonorrhea and gleet in from two tosix days,
by injecting & solution of per-man ganate of potassa, five to ten or
fifteen grains to an ounce of water. The injection is to be re-

peated at least four times a day. Tt causes no pain or inconveni-
ence.—Pacific Medical and Surgical Journal. [ < ...
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BARBAROUS TREATMENT BY A MIDWIFE.

BY J, M. PEMWARDEN, M.D., FINGAL. *

Ono very bot day, in the month of July, 1865, L was called
to % caseof accouchement, that the messenger stated, had been in
progress for more than 48 hours.  As the distance was some 10
or 11 miles, some considerable time elapsed before my arrival
there. On being shown into the room, I was struck with the
peculiar odor, apparently vmanating from the patient. On ex-
amination, I found the pulse almost imperceptible, and the patient
early urconscious. I attempted a vaginal exami nation, but
found the parts o hot, tender, and swollen, that it was almost im-
possible. However, after exercising great caro and gentlonegs,
my finger at last penetrated the dilated os, and impinged on
someo small slender boneg, with spaces between, which I at once
recognised as the ribs of the child, with their corresponding inter-
costal spaces. Continuing the examipation, my finger touched
a small, pyriform, depressed portion of hone, which puzzled me
very much, as I had expected to find in that position, the
shoulder. After a little more search, and a good deal of hard
thinking, I felt what I thought was torn muscular fibre; and L
then made up my mind that the hend had presented, and that
the midwife, by some means orother, had pulled offthe arm from
the shoulder, and that the bone I folt was the glenoid cavity, I
-hen confronted the midwife, and asked her in no very gentle
terms “ What she had doue to the woman.” She answered, “no-
thing.” But, on telling her I would immediatel y send for a con-
stable and have her arrestod, if she did not show me what she
had taken from the woman, she produced the two arms of the
child, witl, the clavicle ond scapula attached to one, and the clavicle to
the other ; and confossed that by means of a noose, above the cl-
bow of the child, connected to a towel around her shoulders, she
had succeeded in extracting, first one arm without much trouble,
and then the other after a great deal of difficulty. I then sent
for chloroform and » consulting physician, and in the meantimo
began doing what I could towards allaying the jvflammation of
the external parts, and strengthening the patient.  On the ar-
Tival of the physician, he very kindly administered the chloro-
form, and {I succeedad in turning and delivering the
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which was being docomposed very rapidly, thus accountiog for
tho fotor.

The woman, although of courso vory weak, did romarkably
well, till the socond night after the delivory ; when the husband,
after a fow hours’ absenco, camo homo drunk, aad told her, he
would kill her, if she did not got up and clean herself. Boing
vory much frightened sho got up on tho floor, changed her
clothes, and fecling faint, laid down and immediatoly oxprred.
This was the unfortunate termination of the most extraordinary
caso of labor that I ever met with,  Extraordinary on account of
barbarous treatmeont, and instroctive as it teaches us tho absolute
necessity of keoping our lying-in pationts in the horizontal po-
sition, till all danger of fatal syncopo or formation of clots in the
heart, is passed.

January 17th, 1872,

et < 2 et

-

NEW REMEDIES.

Thoso substances, medicines, or agents for the amolioration
or care of Discaso, which have been brought before the medical
profession and are designated as new r die, aro by no means
fow o numbor.

T do not intond to mention, and perhaps not cven cnume-
rate, one-half of them. In fact, somo of the more recent 1 have
nover seen, and tho enly knowledge of their action is obtained
by reports in the various medical journals of the day. ’;

S far as my own experience goes, the therapeutical action
and prepertics of a very few only have been observed, '

Tho Hydrate of Chloral has now becomo xo woll known to .4
tho-profession that it hus 1aken rank, and is worthy to stand at
tho head as & hypunotic.  In my hands, it bas always produced
sleep, when givon in proper quantitics. In ono casc it scemed
to havo lost this action, after having been taken for ncarly eight
weeks. Tho patient was an intelligent physician, aged seventy.
The drug acted at first to produce rofreshing sleep, with no un- L
pleasant feeling that could be attributed to 1ts uso, It, however, &
aftor about oight woeks, lost its power a3 a sleop producer, and
could not bo taken in any form or quantity, as it produced
pausca ard excessive wakefulness.
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In tho caso of an intolligent temalo, :wt. fifty-two, with utorino
digease of long standing, in which wakofulnoxs was the most,
distressing symptom complained of, the Iydrato gave perfect
rohof whon administered 1 eight grain doses at bedtimo.  'his
was incroased to twolvo grains and continued for fourteen weeks,
when sho abandoned it from fear of contracting a Lad habit, and
of its baving somo injurious effect on her constitution.

Tho Ordeal Bean of Calibar (Physostigma Venonosum) seems
to be growing in favor with tho profession.  In my own hands,
I havo had but little expericoco with it. I have given it in une
caso of Traumatic Lotanus, 1 tho form of Alcoliolic Tincture by
the mouth, with no decided benetit.  Di. Fraser recommends
the subcutancous injection with onc-third of & gram of the
alcoholic oxtract every two hours, unul tho systom is docidedly
affected, thon to adminwstor the remedy in three time: thisdose
by the mouth. -

I havo used it with great satisfaction in long standing casos
of Clorea, Inone caso of moro thun one yoars standing, a perfect
curo was obtained.

Todoform, (L'eriodido of Formyl)  This drug I have admin-
1stored mostly sn combinaton with Iron in avemic females. Also,
1 ono case of Goitre, its action has been highly satisfactory.
Tho prncipal discases tor which b has been tried avo Phthisiy,
Amonorthas, Syphilis, Glandular Tumors, and Cutaucous Erup
tions.  In chronic cnlargement ot Prostate Gland, M. Moritan
usod Todoforin a3 a suppositury, one scruplo to onie vunew of butter,
with great benetit to the patient.

Besides the well known efiects of fodine, and its prepara-
tions, lodoform has the advantago of the former preparauons, in
being stronger, more umform in its action on the system,
and does not act as a local, writant, and can bo given unintor-
ruptodly.

Apiol—~Tho active prinaplo of the sceds of Potrosolinum
Sativam, acts on the zystom very much tho same as Quinino,
producing i & doso of about filteon grains, slight cerebral excito-
ment, without unpioasant cflects of any kind. Tu large doses it
produces hewdacho, giddis ess, morbid sight and sounds, with all
tho charactenistic oftects of a large duse of Quimme  Admm-
igtored for ntermittents, o tomporato latitudes, cighty-~ix por
eont. of curcs have beon reported. Tt acts slighitly as a diuretic,
and 18 said to havo a sedative action ovor the uterus
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Carlolic Acid, or Phenol, has gained a high position in the
minds of medical inon, a3 an antisoptic and disinfoctant,  Al-
though its propertios are 50 woll kaown by its being now almost
an indisponeable articlo in tho dai'y uso of surgeons, it has but
rocently attracted tho attention of tho profession a8 a jocal
anmsthotic, in a published acticle by J. 3L Bill, in the American
Journal of Medical Science. Also, in the London Journal of Cuta-
neous Medicine, by Frasmus Wilson. This property has been
observed by myself, and reported some three yonrs since in the
county medical socioty of Winnobago county.

Nitrous Oxide, as an anwsthetic, is not properly a now
remody. Its application by Xornee Wolls, of Ilartford, Conn.,
in Docembor, 1844, was the commencoment of anxsthesia.  The
deaths from administoring chloroform in the United States, uro
roported a8 ono in five thousand oight hundred and cighy-two.
TFrom other, not mor¢ than one-eighth as great a pumber From
Nitrous Oxide the danger of deuth is almost nothing, if properly
and judiciously ndministered.  Whon we tako into consideration
that o largo majority of tho cases requiring any angythetic aro
momentary operations and do not requiro o loug continuunco of
this coudition, aud tho immunity from pain is nearly, if not
quite, a3 cortain ns by chloroform or othor, and tho danger tolifo
vory wuch Icss, tho inconvonionce to tho physician becomes of a
socondary importance, and is not to bo woighed by the advant.
ago accruing to his patient.  (Dr. T. P. Russell in the North-
western Medical and Surgical Journaly — ° d

VENTILATION OF SEWERS.

In tho statemonts which have boon mado rogardiog the
drainage and wator-supply at Scarborough, with reference to the
illnons of iy Royal Highness tho Prince of Wales, little or no
notice has been taken of the ventilation of the sewors, This,
howover, ia a matter of groat importance; for it has beon showii
that hurtful rosults are linblo to ariso whore ‘sowors and drains
and drains aro trapped, on occount of the oztrome lightness of
sowor-gas, if propar attontion have notboen paid to their frequont
ventilation, especially at the highest outside points.- In such
cascs, typhoid foror, whon it occurs, 28 & rulo docs not attack
e - - - b
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tho houses in the low-lying parts, but those in the higher toenli-
tics. At Croydon, for instancy, five or six yoars ago typhoid
fover brole out, bt affectod only tho high and best parts of tho
town. The sewors and drains wore found to vo in good o:dor
aud proporty teapped ; the water was pwio; but thoro was no
systom of sower-vontilation. Since thon all the sowory and
house-drans have beon proporly ventulated, and u cnso Hf typhoid
has searcoly been kaown. Again, at tho Ocrphan Asylum at
Beddmngton, an outbreak of typhoid which occurred thres or four
yoars ago, was distnetly traced to tho absonco of outside ventila.
tion for the honse-drmns, which discharged their gas into the
" various parts of tho bulding., At Eastbourno, in 1868 and
1869, typhoud was provatent, and n the high-lyiug parts of the
town. Ifero thore wore veatlutors, but thoy wore blocked with
charcont, nnd, as the waste-pipes of tho | istorns i
cated direvtly wath the sowors, they beeame, an fuct, renl sowor-
vontilators 1nside the housvs. A similar occurronco 1s montioned
by De. A. Carpontor, as having taken place at the Warchouse-
men and Clorks' Schoots at Caterham ia 1867, In thus latter
case, tho disease occurred iu tho colder poriod of tho yvar, whon
venulation by meauns ¢t opon windows was not nech rosorted
to, and, the rooms bowng hoated by hotswater pipos, there were
no opon chimneys to uct as vontitators. Nourly forty por cont.
of tho chuldron who used the class-roomsin the morning suffored
. from the typhowd fover. Thoso schools aro situated on the sum-
mit of a high country hill of chalk,

A system of soworage cannot bo holi to be completo, or even
propor, whon tho vontiiation isnot porfact. Traps aro quito uso-
less whon the gas has reached a cortain prosyure, for it will force -
thom, but with proper outsido ventilation of the sowors, the
communicating houso-drains eannot ovor store in thom so much
sower-gas a3 will be sufficiont to forco a proporly mado trap.  Wo
must urgo our modical brothron to impress upon thoso who have
to do with those mattors, that drain-traps will not give svcurity
and onsuro froedom from poisoning with sewago-gas unless tho
sowors with which tho druins communicate aro thoroughly ,
woll-ventilatod.—British Medical . Journal.
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AMPUTATION OF RELUNDANT SCROTUM IN THE
TREATMENYT OF VARICOCELE.

In av able article upon this »ubjsct, in the July number of
the Journal of Syphilography and Dermatoloyy, Dr. M. M. Henry,
Surgeon to the Dopattmont of Vonorcal and Skin Diseases, New
York Dispunsary, deseribes the sistrument which he hay dovised
for tho duublo purpose of cuntrulling the homorrhago and sorving
as o guido to tho operator. The fullowing extracts, with the
accompanying illustration, will give an idea of the instrumont,
and the mannor in which it iy to by used:

“Tho instrament, which 1 have called Scrorar Forckrs,
consists of two parta.

* The main part of the instrument, Fig. 1, has two double-
Figd. curved blades, made of steol, ten inches
long,sufficiently heavy to givestreugth
and admit of pressura without injury

* whon used. The handles, a, are largo
onough to admit fingor or thumb with-

out cr:ln;piug.
, g “Tho lower haif of the instrument
i &\ bolow thojoint, b, is fenestrated in b h
blades, the conpting surfaces aro ovon-
ly notclied, to prevent tho tissues from
slipping—atlording, according to ox-
porience, a noro sccure hold on the
S0t purts, with less pressuro and less
injury than smooth surfaces. Tho fea-
estra aftord tho surgeon tho facility of
ingorting all his ligatures bofero divid-
ing the parts, should ho olect this mo-
thod of bringing the edges togother;
tho thickness of tho apper blado from
tho Jine of insertion of the ligaturos
leaving amplo tissuo to assist union,
and, if tho incision bo a clean one, the
cqual prossurc or tonsion will provont,
a3 far as any offort or care ¢an control,
ulceration through tho stitchea boforo
union has taken place. The curve in
tho blades is mado according to natural

Jines, whieh it is desirable to follow in removal of tho scrotum,
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“‘Cho handles are curved 80 that, whilo thoy maintain a
direct median Lino, thoy do notb interfero ur press ou tho gouital
parts, besides giving additional security and compactness to tho
wholo. Tho scrows in tho handlo and the ond of the blades, ¢,
givo addrtional security during Lhe wporation, without the aid of
an assistant-

«Tho oxtra blado, Fig. 2, 1s mado of steol, nickel-plated, and
18 mamntatned 10 the mght blade of the forcops by two small
pos and tho slight tonsion put on the spring of the metal. It
18 eastly insorted with a httle pressuve, and romovod as oasily
by snserting tho nail or the haudie ol any wstrutaent butween
tho twn blades and distodging it. ’

“Whon tho oporator profers the glover's or running stitch,
tho extra blado is used as a gunide in tho amputation of' the parts,
Whon this 1> accomphished, by displacing the blade, # freo bor-
der 15 oxposed—about the sixth of ar inch in thickness—and in
2 minuto or so the wound can bo stitehed porfectly without any
nconvonionce. Tho forceps ‘are, of course, not removed nntil
this is accomplished. . . . .

“ Beforo the oporation, the pationt should have freo ovacua.
tion from tho bowols, to avoid tho necessity of gotting up or
boing disturbed for twenty-foar hours aftor the operation.

“ Bostdos tho forcops, winch I have alromdy described, the
only mstroments nocessary aro—a pair of largo, strong scissors
with flat blades, or blades curved flatwino, needlos, with either
stk or fino milver wiro for suturcs; a fow acupressuro ncedlos,
a fow serresfines, and somo adhesivo plaster. Before any anas-
thetie js adimimistered, thoe patient should by eavcfully oxamined,
and the forceps apphed whilo in a standing position, this will
onable the surgeon to hift up tho testes, aud atlurd Lim the best
opportunmty to dectdo tho exact portion of scrotum to bo romoved.
If this precaution bo takon, there is no dunger whatover of his
romoving 100 inuch tisseo, -Iam saustied thoro is much more
danger of his not cutting off onough. The patient being placed
in a recumbont posttion, his thighs well soparated with folded
towots, tho forcops aro applied by placing the blades in front and
under the anterior portion of the scrotam, and held in a diveet
median lino.  Tho eud of the forceps bemng closo to the perinaum,
the serotum is ongaged between tho blados of tho foreeps.  Caro
must, of course, be eavrcised not to includo anything more than
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the scrotum. As soon a8 they arp adjusted, and tho propor
amount of tissne to bo romoved ongagod betweon tho blades, the
serows,should bo tigh | and the part removed.

«Although I have deseribed above n method of opersting:
through tho fenestra, T profer tho oporntion with tho oxtra
blade, with this oxception, that inatead of the running stitch X
nse the ordinary interrupted suture; while it is not s0 quickly
performed, it ofters great advantages, if it should subscquontly
bo found neceseary to divide 0po or two stitches in cavo of hoomor-
rhage or in case of govero @dema.  If tho running stitch bo used,
and cither of these last-named features should present itsolf, if
any division whatover bo mado in the course of the running
atitch, there is danger of bronking up through tho cotire course
of the wound, whatover union may havo tuiken placo. If the
interrupted suture bo used, however, onch stiteh, being indopon.
dent of its neighbor, affords facilitics, under these circumstances,
which I think are of no rmall value."—Medical World.

MODIFICATION OF TOE ESTHESIQMETER.

BY REUBEN A. VANOE, M.D,

Somo months since, in an articlo troating.ot the carly symp-
toms of cerebral disoaso, I mado use of the following languagoe:
“Casos oceur continually in which it is necessary to push

to tho utmost alf available moans for acquiring a knowledge of
the condition of the ccrobro-spinal centres. When speaking of
the symptome duoe to altered conditions of tho norvous filaments
distributod to the integumontary structures of the body, tho
remark was mado that many of tho modifications wrought by
cerebral diseaso were not declared in.consciousness, and thore-
. foro formed no part of the kistory of tho caso. This is.the fact
8ave in those raro jnetances wheie by accident tho patient dis-
covers tho peculiarity to bo montioned. The nervgs of tho
integument may be medified in one of threo ways : their func-
tienal activity may bo increased—hyperesthesia, diminished—
anesthesia; or allered 2o as o causo tho peculim: conditions
technically known as analgesia or dyasthesia.  ‘Tho patient will
not fuil to becomo conscious sooner or Jater of the existenco of
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any oua of thoso conditions, oxcopt anwsthesia. Tuctilo sonsn.
tion may bo abotished for long intervaly withont the individual
Voing aware of the fact. o the carly stagos of cercbral disease,
careful obsorvation demonstrates the fact that chis ondowsnont
of tho skin mny bo implicated at a period prior to the appear-
anco of any other pathological pracoss which the physician van
recognizo. Such being the caso, it is of tho greatest momont
that in any pationt suspected of having brain ase the condi-
tion of the tactilo sonsibility bo 1nvostigated, aud any altoration
feom tho natural standard carofully noted.  This necessity hus
led to the invention of yostruments for the dotermination of the
eulancous acnaibility.” |

Tho oarliost aucmpt in this dircction was mado by Dr.

Sioveking, of London, who, in 1858, described an instrnmont
for this purpo~o which ho called an westhesiometer. This was
simply a modir . of the beal pasy omployed
by carpentors, and i3 yot in common use among physicians
intorcsted in tho pathology of the corebrospinal organy.

.+ Tho class of casos in which it is usctul woro thus onumerated
by Dr. Sieveking:

. » L “In nctual paralysis, to dotermine the amount and oxtent
of goneational impairmout.

2. * As a moans of diagnosis betiveon actual paralysis of son-

sntion avd mere subjective anwmsthesin. in which the tnculo
powora aro unaltered.

+ 3, “Asameans for dotermining the progress of a given case
of paralysis for bettor or for worso,”'$

Tho diagnostic valuoe of aa instrument of this nature in casos
whore sonsibility is affected depends upon tho fact that the capa-
bility of distinguishing two impressions made simultaneously
varies in differont regions of tho body according to the distance
thoy are apart.

. “Yor instance, tho two points of a pair of comp'tsses can bo
distinguished at about tho sixth of an inch apart when applied
10 tho ond of the fingor, whilo on the back of tho band only one
point is folt, though they aro an inch apart. The compasses con--

* # Vance: The Barly Symptoms of Cerodral Disonss,” Michigan Unioersity
l(-iual Journal, July, 1871,

t Swvkina : Brit. and Foresgn Med-Chirury, RestewJnunny, 1868,
p. 315, .
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tined in any draughting case nnswor admirably in any instance
where it is nocessary to omploy nn instrumont for tho purposo of
mensuring tho sonvibility. In practico, it is unnccossary to pay
attontion to the elaborato tables which record what purports to
bo the absoluto sensibility ol tho differont rogions of the body,
for ench and ovory individual examined will be found to prosont
variations from theso standards. In invostigating disease, tho
capital fact to bo borno i mind is, that the comparative scnsi.
bility of vorrosponding situntions on ‘tho two eides are atmoss
alike as regards seasibility, the loft side boing = trifle the most
scnsitive, nceording to my obsorvations. In cases of imponding

* cerobrul disonse, while tho sensibility on one side remains nor-
mal, thero will bo such marked nomsthosia of tho opposite side
that tho points of the wsthesiomotor will havo to bo scparated
four and five times as far as on tho honlthy sids before tho
pationt can distinguish tho two points, It is unnccewsary to
dwell upon tho diagnostic significance of so grave a fact as
this." ¥ !

Although it is undoubtedly truo, uy above stated, that an or-
dinary pair of compasses ¢an bo made to furnish valuablo informa-
tion in cnses where it is necossury to tost the cutancous- sonsi-
bility, yot it iy oqually true that such clumsy instrumonts are
raroly 1o bo resorted to.  Thoy are cortaiuly not implements for
a physician to use, and their omploymcn". is not caleutated to
produco a favorablo effect upon the patient in regard oithor to
tho physiciun or his investigutions,  For the purpuso of noting
the phonomon aprezonted by pationts sutiering from brain dis-
easey, it is essential to have an esthesi of & pact form
and small sizo—hut ono that can bo conveniontly cavried in the
pocket of tho physician. This want bas led to the construction
of a number of instrumonts, muny of which pos»ess peculiar
merit, .

In tho last number of the Aedical Record, Pr. Alfred L. Car.
rolt described and illustratod an instrumont constructed on tho
goneral plan of the two-logged compass, but with cach freo ox-
tromity divided into two points, one blunt and the other sharp.
(Fig. 1.) This arrangement enables tho obsorver to dotermine
the comparative sonsibility to contact and pain at difieront dis-

* Vance: Lec.
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tances by simply substituting the onc pair of points for the
othor. Dr. Clymor provides himsolf with tiey pieces of cork or
two amall shot, and accomplishoy the same rewuit by placing
thom upon tho sharp points of the ordinary instrumont whon ho
desires to test the sento of contact without danger of oxciting
that of pain. *

The nccompanying illustration (Fig. 2,) exhibits an instru.
mont that, 80 far as portability is concorned, loaves nothing to bo

Fig. 1.
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desired.  When closed, the points aro in coaptation, and aro ro-
coceivod in the case tho sume as the blades of  knife shut into -
its handle. When oponed and the points soparatea, tho distanco
botweon the points is donoted by tho position of the slide, which
is 50 arranged s to move ovor a seale ongraved on ono arm of
tho msthesiomoter.  Thosealo is divided into inches and twolfths
of an inch. The points can bo separated to tho oxter. of six
inches. Whon closed, tho instrament is four and one-fourth
inches in length.

An instrument which, liko .this ono, can bo carried in the
pocket habitaally, will cnable a physician to mako obscrvations
which 1ould otherwise bo impossible. lor tnstanco, cortain
remedies have an important influence upon the cutancons sensi-

B e
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bility d ing, othors ting it. A littlo caron:l
obsoxvnuon would furnish yory valuablo informution upon theso
points, and might oxtond one hnowledgo of the mode of action of
such romodios in a vory important manner.

In certain forms of norvous disonso, tho wsthesiomotor far-
nishea itoportant data for prognosis. In a caso of homiplegia ro-
condy undor my cnro, trectmont was prosceuted for sovoral
wooks without tho slightost emondment being apparent to the
patient or his frionds, yot during tho wholo time improvemont
was going o, for the tactilo scnsibility i m the paralyzed sido, as

dicated by tho wmsthesi lually became morg acuto,

. ontil, finally, tho sensibility of “tho two sides becamo nearly

aliko. Tho subsoquent rocorcry of this patiout fully justified tho

prognosis given from tho firat, and which was basod entiroly

apon the rosults obtained with tho wythesi — Medical
World.

TREATMENT OF SMaLL-PoX.~Dr. Boyor in tho Medical and
Surgical Reporter, Phila., gives the following as his modo of tho
troatment of small-pox:—

« Considering smallpox purely a blood” poison, and tho orup-
tion an offort of nuturo to throw oft or oliminato that poisom, I
eoncluded to striko at the sont of the d:sos.sc, apd direct my
troatmont golely to tho oradiestion of thut poison. For wbich
purpoao I gave a solution of 2 grains of carbolic acid, and 15 or
20. graing of sulphito of soda avory threo hours, with ne other
{reatmont than an ondinary purgo during initiative or forming
fover. . Tho result aftor soveral month's, trial, with mysclf and
son, has beon that in ecvery case of variola, and confluont small-
pox, on the fourth day of. tho oraption, tho swelling of the faco
abated, tho pulse foil to a normal rate, and tho tongue commonced
cloaning. tho oruption commonced to dry up, and the pustules
withored and shrivelled. By the sovonth and oighth day of the
eruption tho pationt was convalescont, without 2 sign or mark of
baving small-pox after the slight dosquamation of the light
soaloy, or seabs foll on.

.In no gaso. by this trontment did the pustules posmvely
matnro, but always dricd up boforo .maturation. Extorually.gny

thing or cooling application for tho first throo daya is ull that
is required, to allay the itching, ote."”
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STRICTURE OF BSOPITAGUS RELIEVED BY IODOFORM.

Tho vatuablo romedsal properties of ludotutm wero scoming-
Jy wolt exhubited 1n # caso of Stricture ot thoe (Lsuphagus which
recontly camo under our eave. It hiad been coming on for about
a month with soronoss and painon the pasage ot the food down
tho tubo, nutaf hinally this becams complotely obstructed, every-
thing, oven liquids, boing rejocted smmedialely after swallowing.
Tho causo was not vory apparent, although thero might have
boon somu aympathous disturbanco, ay the pationt, u femaly, was
troubled with Joncorrhea aud pain the small of the back, yot
was not usually hiystorical or norvous, but rathor of a p'ocid dis-
position. 'The gonernl health was fair, tho tons of tho system
boing somowhat roduced by thoe doficiency of fool and vaginal
drain, the tongue was cloan, appotitv aml digestion good, tho
soroness being moro percoptible in tho asophagoeal tnbonear tho
eardine oritice.  Th stricturo appeared to bo of 2 mixed organic
aud ap lic charactor, principally the latter, as it culminated
gomowhat suddenly without scute inflammatory symptoms. In
accordanco with the tndications for an anwsthtic, antispasmodic
and resolvont influonce, 11X pills, each contuining iodoform gr. j.
forrum «:d. gr. 13, ono t, d, wero givon, and with the happiost
effect, tho rohof bewg prompt aad decided. It is pousible that
this.wvas but & mero comcidonco, as spontancous relaxation of
spasm somotimes suddonly occurs in theso disordors, yet such i3
rathor improbable 1 the preseat wstanco from the history of the
easo nnd chavactor of tho romedy. Bo that as it may, however, tho
ability to take nourishmont was speedily restored, but as the
soreness stil! romawed to some oxtent, four additions! pills of the
1ame kind, ono b, d, wero ordored, with appropriate local treats
ment tor the loucorrhaa, and as wo havo heard nothing furthor
from tho patient, though living near by, prosume sho is welt —
Medical Cosmos.

. Cororryss “Trxcrune or lontye.""—Wo have frequently been
roquosted to publish a reliable formula for colorless tincturo of
iodino. Wero wo asked 10 cito nan oxamplo of n whito negro or
a whito blackbird, we should considor the task eaxier. Tho color”
of fodine we havo wlways supposed to be un ewsential and unalter-
ablo property of that substanco, but many of its compounds form
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colorless solutions, which is all that ever was or over can bo at-
tnined in the way of colorloss solutions of that sgent. Tho sot
called colorloss tinctures of iodino nro simply tincturos of iodidos
tho usual ono being iodide of ammonium. ‘Fhis is made by adding

successive portions of aqua in to tho of
iodino until tho color dieappears, or, in othor words, until all tho
iodino Lins eotorod into combination with the ia, A much

more elogant aud acourato mothod would bo to at onco dissolve
tho desired quantity of iodide of ammonium in diluto alcohol.
This mothod will not.only give a tinoturo froo from any oxcoss of
ammonin or jodides, but will bo found decidedly cconomical.

The addition of iodino (o aqun ammonis occasions the forma-
tion of a black compound of 8 vory explosive oharactor whon dry.
This compound, believed to be tho guadraiodide of Nitrogon
(NL) usunlly explodes, if porfoctly dry, on tho slightost touch or
Jjar, with groat violenco, whoreforo the makers of colorless tinc-
ture of iodino should be on thoir guard.—Chicago Druggists’ Price
Current.

, ——

.

Growrii op NatLg iv 'racturks.—Dr. L. J. Nillien, of Effing-
ham, 111, in & roport on surgery boforo the /Exculapian Socioty of
the Wabash Valloy, published in Cincinnati Zancet and Observer,
roports somo interestiug facts in rogard to the rotardation of the
growth of nails fullowing tho fracturo of bones. His attention
whas first callod to this in tho cnse of a boy with a fructured hum-
erus in 1866. Thoe boy’s fioger nails were stained at tho samo
timo with dyo. Tho nats of tho sound arm continued growing,
whilo those of the fractured kmb wore rotarded until tho four-
toonth day, Sinco this time thy doctor has continucd his expori-
ments as cages wore oifvrod, and consultisy authors to find, if pos-
siblo, anything on the subject; ho found that Pr. Guenther, of
Denmark, made mention of the nails oy & sure menns of rocogniz-
ing tho consolidation of fractured bones, Tho growth of a nail
conses a8 s0on a3 4 golution of continuity oxists in tho shatls of &
bono, and in growing again aftor a time becomes a cortain indi
cation that the consolidation of the Lone is taking place. The
doctor considers that this nign is of great importanco to all sur-
goons, espacially in cases of psoudarthrosis, wheve diveet and
reposted oxaminations are often too projudicial to the patisnt,
also in cases of neorosis aud in fractares of the neck of the fumur.
Tt would cortaioly bo worth the while fur physicians and surgeons
to note this, to confirm, if possible, tho doctor's statoments, lor, as

he afirms, if truo, it is a sign of great importance.—Review of N

QAedicine.
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LPIDEMIC OF S.“AhLZl.’OK.

The very gonoral provatonce of small-pox at the-presont timo
not only on this continent; but also in Europo calls for moro than
a passing notice.  Wo cannot close our eyes to the fact that this
most loathsomo and destructive dizonso 13 alarmingly on the e
crousc. It has made 1ty appoarunco o sovoral of tho citios and
towns 1n tlus province and 13 rapudly spreadiog to move remuco
parts. It 1y atso hikely w0 bocomo more severs as the warm
weathor approaches, it not enorgotically stamped out in tho com-
mencomont, Sovoral deaths have occurred from the disease in
this caty, from which it would appeac it the typo of the pre
nont opidetnic 1s of 4 sovore furm and ail ncvesary procautions
should at onco bo taken to provent its spread, One very im.
portant stop has already beon takon by the City Council of To-
rosto tn ontablislung & tomporary small-pox hospital, just out-
Ao tho city Jumits, and we wuuld like W soo this muvement
followed up by tho councils of the various towns and cities
throughout the provineo.

Noxt in importauco wo would pross upon the aulhonncs the
proprioty of rnigorously enforcing the act relating to vaccination,
for thero aro many who fium ignurance, whim, or prejudice re-
fuso o bo vacenated tllumsulvcs, or to havo their children vac-
cinated ; such persons can only bo influenced by the fear of tho
law. That proper, careful and thorough vaccination isa great
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proventive of tho sprond of smail-pox is 100 well known to require
argument, as the statistics of all Hl.pox hospitals undoubtodly
testity,  ‘Tho pluin duty of tho authoritics is to sist upon uni-
voraal vacematon, among youug nind old no matter whothor thoy
huvo been previously vacesnated or not.  Much of tho vaccina-
tion ot tho presont day 1s really vatuoloss from tho carcloss man-
£ar i which 1t has beon dono, vary ticeto oflore haviag beoa mude
10 havo tho watter renowed from timo to timo frow tho cows
The same virus has beon transmitted from arm to arm until 1t
has becomo complotely worthless as a protection against the
inception of this discaso. It is this caroless and inconsidorate
vaccinntion which has dono more than anything elso to brirg
tho oporation into disropute. Too mush care cunnot bo exercised
in tho solection and preservation of vaccine virus,  Whoro propor
attention has been paid to theso dotails and the oporation caro-
fully porformed, the liability to tho accession of small-pox has
beon reduced to the very small porcentage of about one in two
thousand. Vaccination should also bo porformed at least twico
during tho lifetimo of tho individuat—in infancy and at full
maturity. Thero should be no dolay in cwrrying out in detail
tho matters hore adverted to, as a littlo prompt nud energotio
action on tho part of all concerned may be tho means undor o
kind Providence of averting a foarful calamity and mitigating a
loathsomo and dangorous discaso,

Wo would ulo desire in this conncction to press upon the
-Governmont the propricty of appointing 8 general board of
Health for tho Domini Wo are incd to do this tho
moro urgently in viow of tho probable spproach of cholera
during the coming summer.  Tho present filthy state of many

of our cities and towns in Capada would vory much favour tho'

sprond of this diseaso, and it is highly nocossury that wa should
be in readiness to do overything in onr power to avert so droad-
ful a calamity, During tho year 1866 when this country was
threatened by a similar opidemic much good was accomplishod
by the appointment of a Biard of Xoalth. Local health officors
wero als, appointed in tho citics and towns throughout tho pro-
vinéo, Stringent sanitary regulations woro put in forco, which
had the offect not only of proventing tho approach of the droaded
dixenso ; but alyo ot improving tho samtary condition of the whole
country. In truth the authoriuoy absolately require a lude
waking up, by the threntoned appronch of sume foui ful opidemio
in ordur to bring them to a sonso of thoir duty in this respeet.
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MEDICAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS.

Tho election for mombors of the Modical Council of the
Colloge of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontariv, will take placo
on the Sceond Wednesday in Juno of the present year. Our
readors will bear in mind that only those who are duly registored
are entitled w vute fur membors of Coundil to represent the
torritorial divisious, .

Tho folluwing are the namos of tho torritorial divisions and
the parties who ropresent thomn :—

Western and St. Clair.
Malahido and Tecumseth
Saugeon and Brock.

Goro and Thamos.........
Erio and Niagara.......
Burlington and Ilome Dr. Humilton, Dundas.
Midland and York... ...Dr. Agnow, Toronto.
Kings and Quests.unenniunnn. veeeeee Dr MeGill, Oshawa.
Ny 1o aud Trent Dr. Dowar, Port Hopo.
Quiaté and Cataraquo ..Dr. Day, Trenton.
Bathurst and Rideau.. Dr. Mostyn, Almonte.
St. Lawrence and Eastern .Dr. Brouse, Prescott.

Dr. Bdwaxds, Strathroy.
v Dr. Hydo, Stratford.
Dr. Charke, Guolph.
Dr. Covornton, Simcoo.
Dr. Pyno, Hagorsville.

Itis not to bo supposed that all thoso gondemen will bo
agaw voturned at the approachmg oloction, nor 13 it desirablo
that they should be. Thero 18 not ono of them who would wish
to monopohizo tho honor thus conferred upon thom, and thoro-
fore somo, we have no doubt, wil be ltkely to rotire to gave way
to othors, who are cqually worthy the hovorsbic positron, Tt s
chuefly among tho reprusontaves of tho torritorial divisions that
tho profession may look for the intuston of now blood ito the
councit. It iy thoroforo important that the names of thoe candis
dates should bo beforo tho members of the protession at as eacly
2 date a3 possible, 50 that thero may bo suthcont opportunity
afforded for canvawing tho cespecuve morits of the candudates,
and thorr fitness tor e honor svught o be conterted upon thom.

Theso olections are unitke politieal olections; thero aro
no partios, and thorceforo fitness for the pusition js the chiof olo-
ment 0 be takou into considorativn,  Mon of vxtroms views aro
Dot the Must surtiviv a3 moinbues of 3 councu corpusod, as thes
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onocis of helerogencous eloments; but meniof calm delibe-ation,
close reasoners, good business habits, and possessing some
exporience in cducational matters, should be chosen; .and
for these roasons, we would like to see a majority of the pre-
sent members again re-olected.

Wo would like if our friends in the territorial divisions
would send us the names of those who are likely 1o be brought
forward as candidates at the coming elections, in order that we
may give them publicity in the colunins of the Lancet.

Cosprirentany.—Dr. David 1. Philip, who 1 ar occasional,
eoniributor to the Lancet, was presonted a short time ago with &
handsome surgical case, accompanied with an address, by his
medical confréres, on the occasion of his removal from Platts-
ville, Ont , to the town of Brantford. The address was expros-
sive of the high esteem in which he was held by his fellow-prac-
titioners, and rogret at his departure from amongst them. The
occasion was also rendered more auspicious by his entertainment
at 4 public dinner given by his profelsional 4viends in the town
hall, to which many of the leading men of the county were
invited.

——— . m ——

A Luckamive ArroiNTmMENT.—We are glad (o notico the
appointment of our esteemed friend Dr. C. N. Trew, of Newecastle,
to d lucrative position in New Westminster, British Columbia.
Heo succocds to an Hospital appointment worth £100 stg. a-year.
Jail surgeoncy with an equal sum from the Government, and a
private practice worth between six and oight hundred sterling
a-year. On the evening of the 20th ult. a farewell supper was
given him, and was attended by the leading professional and
clerical residents of that town. 'We wish tho Doctor success in
his new sphere of labor.

.
et —_

Honors.—R. C. Fair, Esq., M. D,, of Seaforth, a graduate of
Victoria University, has lately passed a most successful examina-
tion before both the Royal College of Physicians and Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons, Idinburgh, and was admitted as a Licentiato.
He also obtained the Diploma of Licentiate in Midwifery, R.C.P.
and 8., Idinburgh.
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TO ADVERTISERS & OTIERS.

Wo bog leaso to remind advertisors and others that our cu
culationiy uuquestionably larger than thatof any Medical Journat
in the Domioivu. The rogular mounthly 1ssuo to subscribers is
1,500, and vur list is rapidiy increasing, especiatly m thowarsumo
provinces. Advortizers should make a note of thic. Every
reading medical man who is at ali anxious to keep paco witk
the curront literaturo of the profession, now remodios, and now
improvemonts in medieat and surgieal seionco, and surgical ap-

S pliances, should become a suh:.crlbcr to tho Lancet. We havo

already on our list all tho leading medical practitioners in Ontario,
butthero aresomo intho lower provinces that we would vory much
like to add to our already long and constantiy 1ncreasing list of
subseribors.

B

PensoNar.—Dr. Burland, of Hatley, Quebee, has lately ro-
ceived aflattoring tostimonialin the form of an address from his
numerous friends on the of his plated ro-
moval from that villago, owing to ill-health.  The address,
which was numorously signed, was oxpressive of tho high esteom
in which tho doctor was held, and urged his continuance amongst
thom,

Tho doctor roplied in fooling terms, and expressed his sincoro
thanks for tho kindly oxprossed wishes for tho futuro welfaro of
i himsolf and family.

RS SN

NOTES AND QUERIES.

Is tho Committeo appointed by tho Medical Councit to draft
i smondments to tho Oatario Medical Act, oxpeeted to bring thom
i boforo tho Legislature during tho presont Siting 2—MEDIOUS.

1 Docs Vaccine Virug, which has been lcng humanized, not

_;loso somo of its propertics by transmission? And may it not, in

jomo instances, become tho means 1n this way of commumeating
boreditary discases = ~—, M.D.

[We think it is of the utmost importanco to have it oceasion.

2228 ally ronowed from: tho Cow. Tho oxorciso of groat caro and
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tion in tho of mattor will prevent, in a great
, tho danger of ication in tho manuer roferred to,}

—Eb.

How many patients can thoe Toronto General Huspital
accommodato? and what is its condition as to eflicioncy ?

| Tho Toronto General Hospital can accommodate from 150
10 200 patents comturiably. i has 2 goud Medieal Sl and &
vory efficiont board oi Trustoes, all that 1s needed to place itin a
satwfactory coudition is funds.]—Lv.

Aro tho authoritics of General Hospitals compelled toadrml
pationts affiicted with infectious diseases ?

[Wo thunk nut.  Tho City Council (Toronto) have settled
this question in part, hunever, Ly the establishmeat of a small-
pox hospual ontsde the City limils. Wy understasd that a
ward 13 also tw bo fitted up in the Same binlding for fever patiouts.]
—Ep.

T.ENIA 1IN A NEW-BORN INFANT.—Dr, 5. G. Armor, in the . Y.
AMed. Journal, Doc., 1871, mentions a cos¢ of this kind as having
occurred 1n an infant 5 days old, in the Lung Island Hosputal.
The child was rorzed with trismas, and a dosv ot calomel and
cestor-oil having been given, w pased segmonts of tape.worm.
Ol. terobinth. and Ul Fihix Mas. wero theu admingsiered, and tho
child recovered aftor having passed namervus goints.  Two
months atter continemont the muther way alov treaied for Tonia,
and paussed soventy segmonts. Tho question is, how did tho
Tema find 18 w3y 1010 tho antestines of the fwtus i utero?

Dr. leadland, tho author of * Action of Mecdicines,” has
been appointed to tho chair in Charing Cross Hospital, made
vacant by tho death-of Dr. Myde Salter.

Or - Ericasen's Suroery " 5,370 copics were purchased
by Govern.ment during the war of tho rebullion, and divtributed
to tho medical staff.  The authur did nut get a dollar of the
monoy, tho Anicrican edition having been * pirated ™

Teranus has beon cured in France, in a number of cases, by
extromely hot air baths, followed by hypodermic injections of
worphia.
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CORRESPONDENCE.
(To the Editor of the Canads Lancet.)

Dear Sir,—Ou learuing this ovoning of the sndden doath
of an acquaintanco in Ollawa uty, vi small-pox, and ot the -
crease of the diseasu in that pleco, I thoughe | would kumbly
suggest, through jour valuable juursal, Uw proprioey ot adopt.
iog, if possible, some means tustay ils ravages.  Iias amply
that of urdering tho persun or porsous, suifering from that
disease, to anoint their bodies aud limbs throughout, wih carbo-
lized oif, daily, and also to daily wash thar bodiea thoroughly
with soft water, slightly carbolized; tho anointing to bo por-
formed aftor the whole persun has bocn washed, and gently
dried with sute solb fabric.  This protess shunld bo commenced
befure the patient ur paticaws are alluwed to leave thewr sick
roons, and walinued autid such e as all tho diseased skin. has
been romoved, andanew and healthyono formed. My objectinthis
plan of treatmeut you will percenvo, is to provent the spread of®
this much dreaded malady, by keeping the particles of diseased
and desquamated skin from boing set frev from porsuns who
have recently suffered, and vountamioating healihy pereons, by
being inhaled or dcposited vn their exposed skin, while shght or
imperceptible perspirativn may o v its surface, and (the float-
ing and froe particlos) athoting, svlten with persprrauon, and
the poisonous ur cublagives part absvtbed.  These fluaung par-
ticles may also got into the waler drank, ur fuud caton, and thas
bo a mode of cuntagiva. I wuuld Like o ampress on tho minds
of my medical brothron, that overy cffort should be brought to
bear on tho troatment and provention of spreading of such a foil
destroyor, and disfigurer of the human family. It is for this
reason that I bumbly offer theso suggestions, trusting thoy may
be of sumo servico t tho profossiun, as woll as to the public; for
s far as I can loarn, 1t was through sumo porsons who recently
had the disoaso, visiting tho office of my Iate acquamintanco that
ho took tho disoase which sosuddoniy bereft his mourmng family
of onc sodear. Somo members of the profession I have no doubt
will not boliove in such modes of contagion, but, I assure you,
I havo somo proofs of this thoory in practico. A man, travolling
up the river Ottawa, & fow years ago, “put up"” ata hotol,
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whero somo short time befuro, adeath had occurred from Small-
Pox. Ifo slopt in the samo bedroom, and, I boliovo, in the same
bed in which the mgn died.  On s return home, the premon-
uary symptons bogun to bo manifest, and svon a viruleut easo
was bofore the 0y cs of my comfiére, Dr. Cranston, under whuso
caro he was placed.  Donng his alIness, ho was attended by an
old French woman, who pawd oceasional visits w0 the huaso of
her son, and also her own home, whero her daughter, who was
non. comp. ment., also resided.  The old woman way nut attacked,
but =ho was the medium of cuntagion to hor suni s cluldron and
hor daughter, who wero seazed wih the diseaso, a0d all passed
gafoly through its difforent stages, excepting tho baby, who died
of a complicativn of cungestivn of the lungs. It was during niy
attendanco on thoso people, and noting ihe case of my feioud, Dr.
C., that I was fint led to bultevo in this modo ot contagion. I
wouid ask you what was tho mudo of cuntagwn in Small-Pox
breaking out in Uttawa ? I am led to behiovo, thav it was through
Jthe medium (f I may bo permitted 1o use the word in this way)
of the Mantoba Commussivners or Representauves, during their
sisits to tho caputal. I beliovo, that anothor modo 13, through
tho furs and buffaioes brought trom Manitoba, whero, you aro
woll awaro, that the disossc has been g0 rifo amongst the halfs
breeds, from whom thoso furs and buffaloos have been purchased,
cither directly or indireetly, and sont abroad throughout this and
‘the old country; where, accordingto some of the old country jour-
nals, tho discase is showing itsclf in some of its worst forms,
‘This may appoar hypothotical, but furthor and deopor investi-
gation will reveal this to boa fact, when many a pationt has been
Jaid bonoath tho sod, and many others have beon disfigured-
Evory effort of a sanitary naturo should bo put forth to savo lifo,
rolieve suffering, and provont disfiguromeot. I would also re-
commond those who have not taken the disease, to have thoir
cluthes, whon taken off aL might, sprinkled with carbolized or
othor disinfectant powler, folded up, and loft until morning.
Further, medical nien ur uthers in atiendance, sbould wear an
indian rubber éuat and ovoralls, to be loft in a convenient and
suitablo ontrance, that thoy may chango then overy day
garments for thoso less fiablo to retamn tho wnfecuon.  That sir,
was my plan while attonding my cases, and I bad the satisfaction
of not scoing it spread.
Yours respoctfully,
© A. ARMSTRONG, M.D.
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BOOK NOTICES.

Tur Prixeierrs axD PRacTicr or SururRt by Joun Ashburst,
Jr, M D, iltustrated with 523 cugravimgson wood. Phila-
delphia H € Tea. Toront. Adam Stovenson & Co., pp.
1010; price, 87 50, cloth, 86 50.

The general arrangemiont ol this work is mmudar o Lichson's,
of which De Asliburst wa« American Eduior. Tus aathor has
suceceded admirably in condensaig o a volume of a thousand
pages all the curgical infor mation wLach vho goneral practitioner
requires  The work is fully abreast of the tmes and contans
all the madern improsuments in surgieal sueowo waih have
proved eatisfactory in the authur's hawds. While w a great
measure compiled frun viher worhs the anthor ddaims tor it
something more than a mor compilativn.  Tho illustrauons are
borrowad largely from previvusly published worlks, bau inclade
some that are entirely nuw [rum vniginal deawags and Photo-
graphs  Considerable space is divected tu the subgect of Auws.
thesin, the author's favorito anwsthotie being Ether.  Discases of
the eye and car mouth and juws, are also dwdlt apun alconsidor-
able tength Tt is un the whole a very desimable worn, and will
bo found cspeially useful tv modical studius and goneral
practitionors.

The American Journal of Obstetries and Disenses of Women and
Childron,—published Quarterly at $3 por annum. Sample
copics may bo bad from the publishers for 50 conts, one-third
its cost. ' Wm. Baldwin & Co., 21 Park Row, New York

BOOKS AND PA\:‘IP]]J‘ETS RECEIVED.

The tenth volume of Wood's
Hou-chold Magazino be-
wnsJanuary, 1872 Among
s regular contributors we
tind tho names ot Ilorace
Greeloy, Dr Dno Lowis, Dr. W. W. Itall, Harrict Beecher
Stowe, (ail Hamiltoy, and many othors v equal wlebnty.
Torms, $1 por annum. Liberal promiums are offered to thoso
who got up clubs,  Wo havo just recoived 8 nico chiomo of

L
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the Niagara Falls, as aspocimon,  This chromo will bo sent
1o any ovo who sonds threo subscribors, ur for une subscrip-
ton three years in advance. Addiess, S. S. Wood & Co.,
Nowbary, N.Y.

L Untox Meniast Du Canava—A French medical journal pub-
hshed 1o Montreal.  Edited by J. T. Rotiot, A.D. , assistans
cditors A. Dagonas, M.D., and L. J. P. Desrosiors, M.D.
Theo fitst vuluwo bugins 1st Jaouary, 1672, Terms, 83 por
annam. Vo wash vur French contompurary osery success:

The Matusl Rolativns of the Medieal Trofessivn, ity press and
the commuuuty, by Dr. Swrer, Ir., of Busion.  James Camp-
boll & Son, pablishers.

Inaugural Address, ancluding o papur oo Infant Asylume, by A.
Jacotn, M.D., Presidont ot the Now York Medical Socicty.
Reprioted frum ths New Yorh Medical Journal, Jan,, 1873,
Now York: D. Apploton & Co.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

Having adupted the Cash-in advanee systein sn refacnce to the
subsctiprion of the Lanava Ladcki, the awmediate payment of all
arrears s most respectiuily urged upon subseribers.  The eaperience
of the past year renders the aduption of this plan absulutcly neces
sary, as the vutlay tor printing, &, s> vory heavy, and must Le paid
for as suuit s thie wuth 15 dune, andan wddition w this the postage
must in all cases be prepaid.

While anxivus and willing to proisute the interests of the pro-
fesswn n s country i Gvery pussible way, 115 ROt Teasunable to
expect any greab fisanuial sachifics , wot i it reasunable for subr
scnbers t expect a medial juamal of by pages postage free, for s
whole year or mure, without any remuncraaon. It is (o be hoped

that subseribers 1o aircats wili gave the above thur immcdiate atteo-
tion.

J. FULTON, M.D,, M.R.C.S, &,
Editor and Proprictor.



